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PMVlOT;si,y  to  entering  upon  the  more  immediate  business  of  our  Report,  we  beg  to  Introductory 
submit  a short  statement  as  to  the  length  of  time  employed  by  us  in  our  investigation,  the  Remarks 
information  collected,  the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  in  collecting  that  information ; the 
situation,  number  and  classes  of  institutions  examined. 

We  have  employed  five  months,  without  any  intermission,  in  examining  together,  and  on 
the  spot,  the  establishments  existing  in  the  North-eastern  Counties,  and  in  some  of  those  of 
the  West  and  South,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  impotent  poor.  Our  joint  remarks  upon 
these  establishments  were  sent  in  to  the  Board  as  we  completed  our  examination  of  each 
respectively.  We  moreover  appended  to  each  Local  Report  at  the  time  a short  resume  of 
the  leading  facts  connected  with  each,  as  well  as  our  own  conclusions,  founded  upon  oral 
and  documentary  evidence,  but  more  especially  upon  actual  observation. 

Manner  of  conducting  the  Examination. 

The  Government,  in  selecting  medical  men  to  investigate  the  working  of  medical  charities, 
the  only  species,  of  puMic  rehef  ever  afforded  to  the  poor  of  this  country,  seems  to  have 
justly  appreciated  the  difficulties  with  which  the  subject  is  surrounded.  The  very  materials 
given  to  the  sick  poor  as  relief  at  these  institutions;  the  proper  mode  of  purchasing,  pre- 
paring and  presemng  these  materials ; the  professional  fitness  or  unfitness  of  individuals  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  these  materials;  the  very  accounting  for  their  ex- 
penditure, can  be  thoroughly  understood  by  medical  men  alone.  It  is  clear,  then,  that  what 
js  ieimta  Evidence,  or  a mere  record  of  the  answers  of  casual  persons,  to  set  questions, 

Jiowever  frequently  repeated,  can  give  but  very  inadequate  notions  indeed  of  the  actual 
managernent  of  such  complicated  charities,  in  which  technical  knowledge  might  be  so  easily 
employed  to  justify  abuse,  or  cover  misrepresentation. 

• ^ obtain  as  comprehensive  a view  as  possible  of  the  actual  circumstances  of 

individual  charities,  and  of  the  estimation  in  whch  they  were  held  by  their  respective  com- 
[ A ] munities 
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Report  on  munities,  as  well  as  to  obviate  all  pretext  for  withholding  information  on  the  plea  of  not 
Medicai,  Relief,  havino-  had  timely  notice,  we  invariably  addressed  letters  to  each  institution  some  days  pre- 

viously  to  that  fixed  for  our  official  visit.  By  these  letters  we  endeavoured  to  obtaui  as  full 

Sir  u Barry,  m.d.  meeting  as  could  be  procured  of  those  likely  to  possess  the  knowledge  we  sought ; and  thg 
J.  R.  Come,  esq.,  M.D.  letters,  when_  checked  and  compared  with  the  records  of  the 

establishment,  opened  a plan  of  investigation  not  easily  frustrated. 

The  method  which  we  adopted  in  our  examination  of  these  charities,  was  the  following : — 

M^e  always  carried  with  us  to  each  institution  a note-book,  containing  printed  memoranda, 
aiTanged  in  the  margins  of  blank  sheets,  under  such  general  heads  as  were  thought  to 
include  all  the  more  important  points  of  every  species  of  medical  charity.  This  note-book 
had  been  prepared  from  written  contributions,  furnished  by  two  of  the  medical  Assistant  Com- 
missioners, and  from  all  the  most  respectable  sources  of  mformation  accessible  to  the  Board. 

The  medicines,  medical  stores,  and  the  wards  with  the  intern  patients,  if  there  were  any, 
were  first  examined,  notes  being  taken  of  every  thing  worthy  of  remark.  One  of  us  then 
sat  down,  asked  the  series  of  questions  suggested  by  the  memoranda,  and  recorded  the 
replies  most  approved  of  by  the  whole  or  the  majority  of  those  present ; whilst  the  other  took 
private  notes  of  such  local  circumstances  as  appeared  to  merit  notice,  or  happened  to  be 
peculiar  to  the  establishment  under  consideration.  The  registers,  accounts  and  other 
written  documents  were  examined  with  the  proper  officers.  Our  joint  notes  were  afterwards 
revised,  and  a resume  added  from  the  notes,  under  the  head  of  “ General  Olservations.”  A 
note-book  thus  filled  up  constituted  an  individual  local  Report,  and  was  forthwith  forwarded 
to  the  Board  in  Dublin. 

The  length  of  time  employed  in  each  of  these  examinations,  independently  of  the  subse- 
quent revision  of  our  notes,  was  from  two  and  a half  to  four  hours. 

Purely  medical  charities  we  considered  to  be  more  directly  within  our  sphere ; but  we 
also  incidentally  looked  into  houses  of  industry,  mendicity  establishments,  and  gaols,  as 
likely  to  afford  information  illustrative  of  the  line  of  inquiry  w'hich  we  were  pursuing. 

We  had  determined  from  the  beginning  that  the  chief  object  to  be  attained  by  our 
mission  was  not  so  much  sanitary  or  statistic  information,  as  a faithful  picture  of  the  actual 
state  and  working'  of  a certain  proportion  of  the  medical  charities  ; such  a picture  as  might 
enable  the  Government  to  judge  of  the  necessity  for  legislative  interference  in  their  present 
management. 

Classification  of  the  The  classes  of  institutions,  and  the  number  of  each  class  examined  by  us,  during  the  above 


Institutions  exa-  period,  were — 

(A.)  County  and  City  Hospitals  - --  - - --  15 

(B.)  Dispensai-ies  - --  --  --  --  102 

(C.)  Fever  Hospitals  - --  --  --  --  is 

(D.)  Lunatic  Asylums  - --  --  --  - 7 

(E.)  Cholera  Hospitals  - --  --  --  - 2 

(F.)  Lying-in  Hospitals  - --  --  --  - 2 

(G.)  Houses  of  Industry  and  Mendicity 12 

(H.)  Gaols 

. Total  - - - les 


Analysis  of  Report.  Having  premised  these  few  obseiwations,  we  shall  next  venture  to  point  out  some  of  the 
defects  of  the  original  enactments  relating  to  public  Medical  Charities,  and  also  some 
examples  of  the  more  flagrant  abuses  which,  under  the  administration  of  the  enactments 
alluded  to,  have  crept  into  these  charities ; referring  for  more  detailed  illustrations  to  our 
specific  local  Reports,  and  the  extracts  attached  to  this  Report,  pp.  10 — 22. 

Lastly,  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  our  own  views,  as  to  the  measures  most 
likely,  in  our  opinion,  to  arrest  abuse,  and  at  the  same  time  to  render  public  medical  charity 
more  conducive  than  it  is  at  present  to  its  legitimate  object, — the  relief  of  the  sick  and 
destitute  poor. 

Defects  of  original  The  leading  defects,  in  our  opinion,  in  the  original  construction  and  present  state  of  the 
Le"-isIation.  public  medical  relief  system  to  the  sick  poor,  may  be  traced  to, — 

° • 1st.  The  total  omission,  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  of  all  provision  for  an  efficient 

superintendence  or  control  being  exercised  by  properly  qualified  persons,  whether  over  the 
working  of  the  whole  system,  or  over  that  of  its  subordinate  machinery,  such  as  county 
hospitals,  dispensaries,  ^ver  hospitals,  &c.  in  the  different  districts. 

2dly.  The  authorizing  by  law  a sort  of  partnership  in  charity  (unprotected,  however,  on 
one  side  by  adequate  security)  between  the  public  purse  and  private  individuals;  thereby 
58  Geo.  III.  c.  47.  placing  it  within  the  power  of  designing  persons,  under  the  various  Dispensary*  and  Fever 

Hospital 


* Public  Dispensaries  io  Ireland  are  considered  by  the  law  to  derive  tlieir  funds  from  two 
sources,  first,  annual  private  subscriptions  by  individuals,  whether  connected  or  not  with  the  locality ; 
secondly,  from  county  assessments,  aathorized  by  the  respective  local  grand  juries,  for  an  amount  to 
each  dispensary  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  annual  private  subscriptions  respectively,  upon  the  list  of  sub- 
scribers beiug  vouched  for  as  bona  fide  contiibutorsto  the  respective  charities  at  the  assizes,  in  a manner 
satisfactory  to  the  grand  jury.  'I'he  amount  of  the  county  assessment  mist  be  at  least  double  that  of  the 
private  subscription  list,  if  there  be  a fever  hospital  united  with  the  dispensary. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[3  Appendix  (B.) 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  m IRELAND. 

Hospital  Acts,  to  impose  a pennanent  tax  upon  local  communities,  professedly  for  the  Report  on 
purpose  of  relieving  the  sick  poor  of  the  district,  but  in  reality  for  their  own  or  their  friends’  Medical  Relief. 

private  advantage.  ' 

3d]y.  The  leaving  it  discretionai-y  with  grand  juries,  a species  of  local  controlling  bodies 
which  exist  only  during  the  presence  of  the  judges  of  assize,  to  diminish  or  annihilate  the 
funds  of  a charity  cap^le  perhaps  of  much  usefulness ; and  that  merely  as  a punishment  for 
abuses,  the  ordinary  offspring  of  irre^onsibility,  and  want  of  superintendence. 

4tlily.  The  exclusiveness  of  the  County  Infirmaries  Act,  relatively  to  the  qualifications  36  Geo  III  c o 
as  well  as  to  the  number  ofphysicians  and  surgeons  to  be  employed  in  the  hospitals,  whilst  «,(•  „ nr  T 
the  Dispensary  Acts,  on  the  contrary,  require  no  proofs  of  specific  medical  qualifications  of 
any  kind,  from  the  persons  to  whose  care  the  sick  poor  applying  at  the  latter  class  of 
institutions  are  to  be  consigned. 

Under  such  an  easy  system  of  legislation  and  a still  more  lax  administmtion  of  its  enact- 
ments,it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  abuses  arose,  nor  that  these  abuses  all  tended  directly, 
or  indirectly,  to  divert  to  selfish  purposes,  a greater  or  less  portion  of  the  means  oriu-inally 
destined  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor.  “ ^ 

- The  following,  amongst  others,  are  some  of  the  abuses  which  we  had  occasion  to  observe  Abuses  inClassfA.) 
m the  management  of  tins  class : Chief  Medical  ' 

1.  The  chief  medical  officer  becomes  the  contractor  to  his  own  hospital  for  a particular 
article  of  diet,  the  consumption  of  which  he  can  himself  increase  ad  libitum* 

The  Dietary  is  constructed  so  as  to  favour  that  consumption. 

2.  He  becomes  possessed  of,  and  turns  to  his  own  private  profit,  all  the  land,  sometimes 
of  considerable  extent,  attached  to  the  charity .f 

3.  He  occupies  the  best  part  of  the  hospital,  and  its  out -buildings  with  his  family,  to  the 

manifest  prejudice  of  the  sick  poor.J  ’ 

4.  He  establishes  a dispensary  within  the  hospital,  and  receives  under  that  pretext  an 
additional  salary  for  seeing  extern  patients  in  the  hospital  surgery.  § 

6.  He  charges  for  additional  medicine  for  his  dispensary,  but  does  not  keep  that  medicine 
apart  from  the  hospital  medicine.  || 

6.  He  keeps  no  daily  diet-table,  nor  accounts  of  provisions  issued.  If 

7.  He  is  himself  the  purchaser  of  all  provisions.** 

,8.  He  builds  for  his  own  accommodation  on  the  hospital  premises.ff 

9.  He  takes  in  .such  cases  as  are  least  entitled  to  hospital  relief,  and  are  likely  to  be  a 
biu'then  to  the  institution. 

10.  He  knows  little  or  nothing  of  the  rate  or  quality  of  diet,  or  of  the  provisions 
bought  or  issued  at  his  own  hospital ; seldom  investigates  that  paitieular  department,  which 
he  leaves  chiefly  to  the  care  of  his  purveyor  and  matron.  §§ 

The  extreme  unpleasantness  of  the  ungracious  but  unavoidable  task  of  denouncing 
particular  local  abuses,  we  feel  to  be  much  diminished  by  our  being  able  to  refer  to  a large 
propoi-tion  of  examples  of  this  class,  in  which  tlie  zeal,  high  integrity  and  attention,  not 
only  of  their  medic^  officers,  but  of  all  concerned  in  their  administration,  are  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise.  We  refer  therefore  with  much  pleasure  to  our  Reports  and  Extracts  on  the 
infimanes  of  the  counties  of  Antrim,  Londonderry,  Cavan,  Clare,  Limerick,  and  Limerick 
City ; to  the  Queen’s  County  Infirrnary,  also,  as  admirably  managed  in  eveiy  department, 
excepting  that  last  mentioned ; which,  however,  we  feel  quite  sure  was  immediately  and 
fully  rectified  by  the  very  able  medical  officer  at  its  head. 

1.  A charity  of  this  class  is  to  be  got  up,  or  if  ab-eady  got  up,  is  to  be  supported.  Abuses  in  Class  (B.) 

A list  of  subscribers  1|  jj  to  certain  sums,  amounting  say  to  100 1,  is  laid  before  the  grand 

jury,  aud  accepted  by  that  body  as  a lawful  basis  (under  the  Acts  referred  to)  upon  which 

to  establish  an  additional  tax  upon  the  county  (to  an  equivalent  amount,  if  for  this  class 

alone,  to  double  the  amount  of  subscriptions  if  for  a charity  combining  this  with  Class  C.)  53  Geo.  III.  c. 47. 

for  the  alleged  relief  of  the  sick  poor  of  a particular  district. 

Several  of  these  subscribers  may  not  be  bond  fide  payers. 

Many  cease  to  pay  after  the  first  or  second  year. 

The  names  remain,  the  list  is  annually  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  and  is  approved,  if 
there  be  a patronizing  member,  which  is  generally,  if  not  always,  the  case.H  ^ 

2.  The  amount  of  the  nominal  subscriptions  is  required  to  be  sworn  to,  or  lodged  with 
a particular  officer  or  authority. 

The  medical  attendant  or  his  friends  advance  the  sum  required  for  the  moment,***  and  the 
local  taxation  for  the  charity  goes  on  as  before ; or  the  charity  ceases  to  exist  if  the  nominal 
subscription  be  not  sworn  in  time.-t-t*!- 

3.  Some  evidence  of  the  necessity,  of  the  utility,  of  the  particular  charity,  of  the  number 
of  its  applicants,  of  the  good  it  had  done,  must  be  submitted  to  the  grand  jury,  before  a 
new  county  grant  can  be  obtained.  Hence  arises  the  indiscriminate  admissions,  nay,  even 

the 


• See  Extracts,  from  Notes  on  Infirmaries ; Armagh. 

J Down,  Armagh,  Galway.  § Tyrone. 

Tyrone,  Queen’s.  **  Tyrone. 

Tyrone,  Monaghan,  Galway.  §§  Queen’s. 

1T5f  See  E.Mracts  on  Dispensaries ; Dunmore  ; Report  on 
**  Ardiahan,  County  Galway,  -tit  Report  on  Dunboyr 
0.5.  A 2 


t Armagh,  Galway. 

I!  Tyrone 
if  Armagh. 

III!  See  Note  (*),  p.  2. 

Kiltulla,  County  Galway. 

R,  County  Meath;  Omagh,  County  Tyrone. 
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Appendix  (B.) 


Report  on 
Medical  Relief 

Sir  D.Barrj',  M.D. 

J.  R.  Corrie, esq.,  M.D. 


4]  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  from  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 

the  courtme  of  the  poor,  of  epery  class  and  from  epery  quarter,  to  becoine  patients  and  swell 
the  lists,  where  lists  are  kept;  and,  where  they  are  not,  to  gi7e  a colouring  to  arbitrary 
statements  of  numbers.*  , o-l  i.  « r j 

Annual  or  half-yearly  returns  are  made  out,  purporting  to  specify  the  numbers  reheved, 

• cured,  died,  remaining  on  books,  &c.  But  many  of  the  returns  are  not  founded  on  the 
registiy  of  the  patients;  some  are  exaggerated  ;t  some  purely  arbitrary  and  factitious,  no 
record  of  any  kind  being  kept.J  „ , x-  /■  j • 

Some  are  confessed  to  have  been  drawn  up  merely  pro  forma,  to  satisfy  the  grmid  jury, 
whilst  almost  all  their  authors  admit  that  the  results  of  dispensary  practice  cannot  be  accu- 
rately ascertained.  - , , j . c 

In  one  case,  deliberate  and  detailed  professional  statements  are  printed  and  put  torth, 
calculated  to  excite  alarm  as  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district.  But  though  purporting  to 
be  based  upon  the  records  of  the  medical  practice  of  the  chanty,  these  statements  were  found 
to  be  disproved  by  the  records,  irreguiai-  and  arbitraiy  as  these_were.§  , 

4 The  aggregate  of  the  nominal  sums  alleged  to  be  received,  every  year,  Irom  private 
subscription^  together  with  that  of  the  real  sum  granted  from  the  county  rates,  must  be 
accounted  for  to  the  grand  jury.  The  amount  of  both,  say  150 i.  n-  j . n j. 

An  account  is  furnished  annually,  made  out,  in  most  cases,  by  the  medical  attendant,  but 
sitmed  by  the  official  treasurer.  Credit  is  of  course  given  for  both  sums.  , 

°It  has  been  settled  by  the  committee  of  the  charity,  that  the  salary  of  the  medical  attendant 
shall  be  the  balance  of  the  whole  income,  or  shall  approach  as  near  100  Z.  per  annum  as  the 
income  will  allow,  after  paying  all  other  expenses.  The  committee  order  and  pay  for  the 
medicines  required.  _ e , mo.  u.-  j. 

In  one  case  of  this  description,  the  whole  charge  for  medicine  for  the  year  for  800  patients 

was  only  8Z.  15s.  for  both  parent  and  branch  dispensaries.  II  • ,i. 

6.  The  salary  is  fixed  for  the  medical  attendant  at  75 1,  or  rather  he  fixes  it  so  for  himselt, 

havino-  the  sole  management  of  the  funds,  and  being  obliged  by  contract  to  furnish  the 
medicines  required.  In  tliis  case,  55 1.  are  charged  for  pills,  powders,  draughts,  &c.  for  the 
patients  in  one  year,  whilst  the  remaining  20 1,  with  4l.  or  bl.  over,  are  charged  to  rent  of 
house,  repairs,  sundries,  &c.H  , , . ^ j i.  -x 

The  grand  jury  grants  the  usual  equivalent ; and  this  flagrantly  ill-managed  charity  goes 
on  as  before,  neither  ledger  nor  any  other  record  is  kept  to  j ustify  the  charge. 

All  the  concerns  of  the  charity  are  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  attendant. 

<5.  The  medical  attendant  is  conscientious  and  economical ; his  account  correct ; the  com- 
mittee zealous ; the  subscribers  payers  ; the  sick  poor  faithfully  and  humanely  attended. 

There  is  a balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  25 1.  in  favour  of  this  institution.  The  grand 
iury  diminish  their  grant  by  that  sum.  Next  year  there  is  still  a balance  of  5/.  The 
original  amount  of  the  county  grant  is  reduced  by  80  l,  or  by  still  a larger  sum,  if_ the  sub- 
scriptions of  tlie  charity  have  increased.  The  third  year  the  institution  is  in  debt ; 
subscribers  withdraw ; the  committee  relax  in  their  attention ; tlie  medical  man  sees  that 
integrity  and  economy  are  worse  than  useless,  and  he  either  becomes  needlessly  expensive, 
or  the  charity  falls  from  want  of  funds;  whilst  other  charities  of  the.  same  class,  not  bur- 
dened with  the  virtues  that  had  ruined  this,  go  on  as  usual.  Grand  juries  have  not  time  to 
examine  details,  and  are  therefore  not  fitted  to  exercise  that  discriminating  supenutendence 
which  would  be  likely  to  render  charity  most  efficient.  , r • , , 

7.  The  grand  jury  is  liberal,  the  subscribers  solvent,  the  means  ot  the  charity  ample ; but 
the  committee  leaves  every  thing  to  the  medical  attendant,  an  apothecary,  with  an  open  shop 

The  an^S  account  contains  long  bills  from  Dublin  druggists,  besides  large  quantities  of 
lard  for  ointments,  spirits  for  tinctures,  leeches,  and  sundries,  bought  on  the  spot  to  save 
carriage.  There  is,  however,  no  balance,  or  else  a small  one,  against  the  charity.** 

8.  A remote  parent  or  branch  dispensary  is  got  up,  perhaps  on  a patron’s  estate,  or  close 
to  his  demesne  ; many  of  the  subscribers  merely  nominal.  The  medical  attendant  resides 
in  a distant  town,  from  four  to  fourteen  miles  off.  The  dispensary  house  or  rooui  is  opened 
once  or  at  most  twice,  a week.  The  whole  of  the  medical  materials  contained  in  it  are  not 
worth  5 1. ; sometimes  they  are  not  worth  1 /. ; ft  yet  in  one  case  of  this  kind  the  charge 
for  their  carriage  alone  would  make  their  weight  eighty-six  hundred  for  one  year.Jf 

».  Salaries  vary  with  the  amount  of  annual  income.  Dispensary  held  in  surgeon’s 
house.  No  committee  meetings.  £ s d 

Surgeon’s  salary  for  1833,  £.100'j,_  _ _ _ 120  - - 

Apothecary’s  ditto  for  ditto,  £.20j 

Income  for  1833  -------  115  18  6 


Leaving 


£.4  1 6 


Mixed 


less  than  nothing  to  purchase  medicines  for  the  sick  poor  of  that  district. 

* Report'?  on  Agher,  Summerbill,  Juliaiistown,  Bellesvstown  Hill,  Duleek,  County  .Meath ; Bally- 
luacarrett,  Belfast  General,  County  Down,  and  many  others. 

+ BaUvmacarrett,  County  Down;  Ballinasloe,  County  Galway. 

X I-lowffi  and  Baldoyle,  County  Dublin  ; Ballinasloe,  County  Galway ; Ballymacarrett,  County  Down. 
& See  Extracts,  Howth  and  Baldoyle,  County  Dublin. 

II  Howth  and  Baldoyle.  Dunboyne,  County  Meath. 

Reports  on  Rathfriland.  Belfast  General,  County  Down  ; Galway,  County  Galway,  &c. 
tt  Julianstown,  Bellewstown  Hill,  County  Meath ; Killyan,  Kiltulla,  Ardrahan,  County  Galway. 

II  Dunmore,  County  Galway.  §§  Dundmm,  County  Dublin. 
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Mixed  AhiLses,  Professional  and  Fiscal. 

10.  A person  practising  medicine  in  a village,  but  having  no  diploma  nor  public 
professional  certificate  of  any  kind,  takes  advantage  of  the  silence  of  tlie  Dispensary  Acts 
upon  the  subject  of  medical  qualifications,  gets  up  a dispensajy,  sets  down  the  names  of  his 
patients  to  whom  he  furnishes  drugs  as  subscribers* * * §  for  sums  as  low  as  2s.  Qd.,  and  even 
1 s.  per  annum  ; he  obtains  an  equivalent  county  grant,  becomes  cash-keeper  and  collector, 
makes  all  disbursements,  audits  his  own  accounts,  pays  to  himself  the  rent  of  the  dis- 
pensary (his  own  house),  33h  16s.  2d.-,  collects  the  subscriptions  of  his  subscribers,  or 
rather  the  debts  of  his  patients,  and  balances  his  annual  accounts  with  a charge  for  such 
an  item  as  “ bottles  and  lapping  paper.” 

11.  A patron  gets  rrp  a dispensary  to  serve  the  poor,  and  serves  a young  friend  at  the 
same  time,  by  having  him  appointed  as  the  medical  attendant  under  the  Act  referred  to  ; 
but  the  yoimg  man  has  not  completed  his  education.  The  salary  and  emoluments  of  his 
new  appointment  enable  him  to  employ  a deputy,  and  obtain  his  diplomat  or  even  to  pay 
■the  expenses  of  graduating  in  Arts  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

12.  A medical  man  settled  in  business  has  an  influential  relative  residing  near  him ; 
•thei'e  is  no  district  unprovided  with  a medical  charity  nearer  tlian  ten  or  twelve  miles ; he 
procures  twenty  or  thirty  names  as  subscribers,  through  the  influence  alluded  to,  but 
unconnected  with  the  district.  An  equivalent  is  obtained  from  the  county  rates ; a 
dispensary  is  got  up ; a deputy  is  hired  at  a trifling  expense,  because  he  is  unqualified. 
The  ostensible  medical  attendant  continues  to  reside  at  the  distance  mentioned,  but 
arranges  the  money  business  of  the  concern  with  the  grand  jury.  J 

13.  A practising  apothecary  obtains  exclusive  control  over  a charity  richly  and  power- 
fully supported.  He  has  kept  no  record  of  any  kind  for  several  years.  The  only'macliinery 
is  a nominal  treasurer,  an  annual  account,  and  a purely  arbitraiy  return  of  patients.  I’he 
open  shop  is  the  dispensary  room.  The  medicines,  charged  60  for  1883,  are  given  to  the 
sick  poor,  or  sold,  as  occasion  demands,  from  the  same  drawers,  pots  and  bottles.  The 
usual  statement  of  the  numbers  “ cured,  relieved,  on  the  books,”  &c.  laid  Before  the  gi’and 
jury  for  that  year, contains  the  words  “Cured,  2,061.”  The  salary  is  100/.  per  annum.  The 
funds  are  unable  to  meet  the  charges.  The  deficit  is  taken  from  another  charity,  of  which 
the  apothecary  is  also  medical  attendant.  § 

Other  examples  of  abuses  of  various  kinds,  in  this  class,  might ' be  quoted  fi-oni  our 
Reports  ; but  there  are  also  many  examples  to  be  found  there  of  dispensaries  to  which  tlie 
highest,  as  well  as  the  middle  ranks  of  the  district,  contribute  a liberal  portion  of  their 
means,  and  what  is  still  better,  of  their  time,  intelligence  and  moral  weight,  jj 

Examples  in  which  we  found  the  medical  attendants  talented  valuable  men,  doing  much 
good  to  the  poor,  and  much  credit  to  Iramanity,  as  well  as  to  their  own  profession. 

A practising  apothecary  pretends  to  be  an  M.D.  and  is  appointerl  sole  physician.  There 
is  no  active  committee  ; no  accounts,  nor  records  even  of  deaths  kept.  There  are  seldom 
more  than  two  patients  in  the  house,  often  not  more  than  one,  and  that  one  is  kept  in  the 
house  and  on  the  books  for  six  consecutive  years  at  the  expense  of  the  charity.  ^ 

Although  the  name  of  Fever  Hospital  generally  deters  committees  from  the  actual 
inspection  or  superintendence  of  this  class  of  institutions,  and  therefore  may  be  supposed 
favourable  to  abuses,  yet  many  of  these  charities  are  conducted  in  as  efficient  and 
satisfactory  a manner  as  their  limited  and  uncertain  funds,  and  the  defective  principles  upon 
which  they  are  based,  will  admit. 

One  we  found  had  been  built,  and  hitherto  liberally  supported  by  individual  benevolence.** 
In  another  the  zeal  and  humanity  of  the  highest  and  most  influential  member  of  the 
committee  braves  the  danger  of  infection,  to  insure  fair  dealing  to  the  sick  poor. ft 

In  some,  the  leading  physicians  of  the  town  do  the  duties  both  professional  and  fiscal 
gratuitously,  yet  most  efficiently.JJ  In  one  case  a single  physician,  by  his  individual 
exertion  and  great  moral  influence,  has  established  and  kept  up  for  many  years,  under 
peculiar  difficulties,  one  of  the  most  truly  and  practically  useful  hospitals  of  this  class  which 
has  fallen  under  our  notice. 

Although  the  abuses  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  notice  in  this  class  are  not  numerous, 
yet  as  they  operate  upon  a much  larger  local  capital  than  those  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
classes,  they  are  of  greater  individual  importance  in  a fiscal  point  of  view. 

From  ten  to  twenty  acres  of  farm  or  garden  ground  belong  to  an  asylum,  and  are  within  its 
inclosure.  Gardeners  and  labourers  are  hired  at  high  wages ; the  patients  do  all  or  the  chief 

part 


* Booterstown,  County  Dublin, 

t Miltown,  Headford,  County  Galway. 

I Dunmore,  Glanamadda,  County  Galway. 

§ Railinasloe  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  County  Galway. 

II  Athboy,  County  Meath  ; Collon,  Ardee,  County  Louth  ; Warrenpoint,  Castlewellan,  Banbridge, 
Hollywood,  Belfast,  County  Down  ; Crumlin,  County  Antrim  ; Londonderry,  County  Derry  ; Caledon, 
County  Tyrone  ; Markethill,  Forkhill,  County  Armagh  ; Ahascragb,  Headford,  Monivea,  Loughrea, 
Galway,  Claranbridge,  County  Galway;  Ennis,  County  Clare. 

IT  Railinasloe  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  County  Galway  j 

**  Armagh. 

tt  Navan,  County  Meath. 

It  Downpatrick,  Belfast,  Ennis. 


Appendix  (B.) 


Report  on 
Medicai,  Rei.ikf. 

Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  u.o. 

The  Getter-up  of  a 
Dispensary. 


Class  (C.) 
Abuses,  <Xc. 
Chief  Medical 
Officer. 


Class  (D.) 
Abuses. 
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Report  on  part  of  the  work  required.  Independently  of  charges  for  seed,  potatoes,  wheat,  barley,  farm- 
IIeiucai,  Ruiiui-.  ing  implements,  &c.,  garden  seeds  alone  are  charged  between  20 1.  and  30 1. 

The  produce  has  been  considerable,  and  may  have  saved  to  the  pubhc  its  value  in  feeding 

J I?Co?ri7’e”q'’'M  p the  lunatics  ; but  the  only  credit  given  in  the  accounts  of  the  institution  amounts  to  a few 

‘ ' ’’  ’ ’ shillings  for  “ vegetables  sold.”  In  short,  there  is  only  a debtor  side  to  the  farm  and  gar- 

Class(D.)  den  account.*  _ i - t. 

Abuses.  From  six  to  twelve  or  more  large  pigs,  besides  geese,  turkeys,  fowls,  &c.  are  kept  m the 

asylum.  They  are  tended  by  patients,  fatted  upon  the  produce  of  the  farih  and  garden,  or 
upon  the  purchased  provisions,  but  are  sold  for  the  private  benefit  of  the  manager. ‘f" 

The  expense  imposed  upon  the  counties  (in  some  cases  almost  at  the  discretion  of  the 
district  manager)  to  support  the  present  mode  of  keeping  and  treating  the  lunatic  poor,  is 
much  too  large,  more  especially  when  compared  with  the  assessments  authorized  in  Ireland 
for  the  relief  of  the  other  descriptions  of  sick  poor,J  and  for  that  of  the  same  description  of 
such  in  other  countries. § 

The  institutions  of  this  class,  however,  viewed  as  a whole,  are  highly  creditable  to  the 
country,  and  afibrd  a strong  proof  that  public  charity,  to  be  efficient  and  respectable,  must 
be  compulsory ; and  to  be.  rendered  suitable  to  its  purposes  with  due  economy,  ought  to  be 
subjected  to  minute  disinterested  superintendence. 


Suggestions  for  the  Improvement  of  the  gresent  Systemof  Public  Medical  Relief. 


Preliminary  Obser- 
vations. 


Improvements  in 
Class  (A.) 

County  and  City 
Hospitals. 
Occupation  of 
Building. 

Produce  ofGrounds. 
Provisions. 

Dietary. 


When  public  funds  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  impotent  poor  are  subdivided 
into  small  portions,  as  in  the  case  of  dispensaries — when  each  of  these  portions  is  placed  by 
law  under  the  separate  management  of  local  committees — when  the  amount  of  these  funds 
respectively  depends  upon  mere  contingencies,  viz.  private  subscription,  real  or  nominal, 
and  the  pleasure  of  the  local  grand  jury,  the  very  uncertainty  and  smallness  of  the  means, 
and  the  conviction,  or  suspicion,  tliat  a greater  or  less  portion  of  them  is  fictitious,  tend  to 
place  these  charities  below  the  attention  of  the  wealthy,  as  in  the  county  of  Mayo  ; to  damp 
the  zeal  of  the  truly  public-spirited  and  humane;  and  ultimately  to  throw  the  entire  control 
into  the  hands  of  some  selfish  interested  person ; most  generally  into  those  of  the  medical 
attendant. 

Yet  these  dispensaries  profess  to  be  the  offspring  of  pure  local  charity,  soliciting  the 
support  of  the  community,  and  holding  out  private  voluntary  subscriptions  as  a pledge  of 
their  sincerity. 

Such  a system  of  public  rebef  left  uncontrolled  by  competent  superintendence,  besides 
producing  tiie  abuses  of  which  we  have  given  so  many  exanrples,  must  serve  also  to  diminish 
the  stock  of  public  integrity,  and  to  reduce  to  the  very  smallest  fraction  compatible  with  the 
existence  of  the  abuses  tliemselves  the  portion  of  relief  which  actually  reaches  the  sick  poor. 

The  institutions  which,  it  may  be  said,  are  forced  upon  the  community  by  the  Government, 
such  as  the  new  gaols,  (now  in  some  instances  become  a source  of  relief  to  the  poor)  county, 
and  city  hospitals,  and  district  lunatic  asylums,  with  all  their  defects,  are  by  far  the  most 
respectable,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  the  best  looked  after  of  Irish  public  charities. 

With  the  view  then  of  remedying  the  defects  to  which  we  have  alluded,  as  either  inherent 
in  the  present  system  of  public  relief,  or  as  actually  existing  in  the  different  classes  of  public 
charities  in  Ireland,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest, — 

1st.  That  to  whatever  class  the  institutions  may  belong  through  which  public  relief  is  to 
he  afforded  to  the  sick  and  impotfent  poor,  the  source  from  which  the  means  of  relief  are  to 
be  derived  should  be  fixed  and  secure,  and  also  that  these  means  should  be  such  as  may 
claim  the  respect  and  attention  of  the  better  orders  of  the  community,  such  as  may  command 
an  administrative  machinery  most  likely  to  insure  to  the  greatest  number  of  destitute  sick 
the  largest  amount  of  real  bond  fide  relief  which  local  circumstances  will  admit. 

2d.  That  the  minimum  of  professional  qualification  which  may  be  required  by  the  law  to 
be  possessed  by  the  different  classes  of  medical  officers  to  he  hereafter  appointed  to  these 
institutions,  should  be  the  same  for  all,  respectively,  whatever  be  the  class  of  institution  for 
which  these  officers  may  he  candidates. 

3d.  As  regards  Class  (A.)  : 

That  the  only  officers  permitted,  under  any  pretext,  to  reside  in  the  buildings  appro- 
priated to  this  class  of  charities,  should  be  one  governor  or  registrar,  one  unmarried  house 
sui’geon  or  apothecary,  and  one  matron,  to  each  hospital. 

4th.  Every  thing  permitted  by  the  managing  committee  to  be  grown,  and  every  do- 
mestic animal  permitted  to  be  fed  upon  the  premises,  should  be  turned  to  the  profit  of 
the  funds  of  the  charity  ; a regular  debtor  and  creditor  account  being  kept  of  the  expense 
of  production,  and  the  value  of  the  produce. 

6th.  Registers  should  be  kept,  under  proper  heads,  of  the  kinds,  quantities  and  prices 
of  the  various  provisions  received,  expended,  and  in  store. 

6th.  Instead  of  the  varying,  and  in  some  instances  anomalous  and  expensive  plans  of 
diet  now  in  use,  a fixed  and  uniform  dietary  should  be  adopted,  framed  with  a view  to  the 
strictest  economy,  consistent  with  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  patients,  and  with  a due 

consi- 


* BeifAst,  Armagh. 

t Armagh,  Ballinasloe,  Limerick,  Maryborough. 

§ Belfa.'it,  yVrmagh,  Ballinasloe. 

J Fide  Finst  Report  on  the  St.  Cuthbert’s  Poor  (Edinburgh). 
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consideration  of  the  habits  and  usual  diet  of  the  persons  likely  to  become  inmates  of  this 
class  of  charities.  * 


Report  0 
SVIkdicai,  Rk; 


Sir  D.  Barrv,  m.d. 
• J.  li.Corrie,  usq., 


Salaries  to  Medical 
Officers. 


7th.  Monthly  diet  tables,  of  the  form  of  those  now  in  use  in  army  hospitals,  should 
also  be  kept,  specifying  the  name,  age  and  disease  of  each  patient,  dates  of  admission  and  ' 
discharge,  number  of  folios  in  register,  days  of  the  month  (31  columns),  number  of  days  ' 

, in  hospital,  number  of  diets,  full,  half,  and  low  or  fever  diet. 

8th.  A printed  copy  of  the  dietary,  with  a daily  ward  diet-roll,  should  be  hung  up  in 
each  ward,  in  order  that  each  patient  may  see  the  exact  quantity  and  kind  of  food  to  which 
he  or  she  is  entitled  by  the  order  of  the  physician  or  surgeon  for  the  day. 

9th.  The  number  of  medical  officers  attached  to  county  or  city  hospitals,  should  be  Medical  Officers, 
regulated  by  the  amount  of  the  local  population ; but  these  officers  should  never,  if  pos- 
sible, be  fewer  than  two  physicians  with  one  assistant  physician,  two  suigeons  with  one 
assistant  surgeon,  and  one  resident  apothecary  for  each  hospital,  all  possessina-  the  minimum 
of  professional  qualifications  already  alluded  to.f  The  character  for  dexterity  in  operation, 
experience  and  skill,  which  the  being  attached  to  an  hospital  seldom  fails  to  confer,  would 
thus  cease  to  be  a monopoly  as  at  present ; local  competition  in  zeal  and  science  would  be 
established,  whilst  those  who  are  able  to  pay  for  the  best  advice  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  making  a choice.  ■' 

10th.  Ihe  amount  of  remuneration  to  be  paid  by  each  charity  of  this  class  to  its  medical 
officers,  excepting  the  resident  apothecary,  should  also  be  regulated  by  the  number  of  the 
local  inhabitants.  Thus  in  towns  and  cities  containing  from  5,000  to  20,000  souls,  the  remu- 
neration for  medical  services  need  not  exceed  100 1.  divided  amongst  the  two  physicians  and 
two  surgeons. 

The  distinction  conferred  by  the  appointment  would  insure  candidates,  whilst  the  small- 
ness of  the  salaiy  to  each  officer  would  prevent  even  the  suspicion  of  any  other  motives, 
on  the  part  of  the  aspirant,  than  thpse  of  the  most  laudable  ambition.  In  places  containing 
from  20,000  to  30,000  inhabitants,  the  remuneration  might  be  still  smaller,  say  80  Z.  for  all, 
whilst  in  places  containing  40,000  and  upwards,  no  j^ecuniary  reward  whatever  need  be 
given  X by  the  charity,  more  especially  if  it  can  be  made  available,  as  it  ought  to  be,  for 
the  purposes  of  medical  education. 

nth.  A uniform  system  of  returns  and  book-keeping  should  be  enforced,  such  as  would 
tend  to  promote  strict  care  and  economy,  and  therefore  to  render  the  means  of  the  charity 
available  to  the  greatest  number  of  the  sick  and  destitute  poor. 

12th.  The  Government  should  possess  the  power  of  a veto,  at  least  in  the  appointment  of 
the  medical  officers  of  all  pubhc  hospitals. 

13th.  Hospitals  of  tliis  class,  instead  of  being  limited,  as  they  are  at  present,  to  the 
treatment  of  surgical  and  clu-onic  medical  cases,  should  be  made  to  follow  the  enlightened 
examples  set  by  the  London,  Dublin  and  Belfest  Hospitals,  into  which  fevers  of  all  kinds 
are  admitted.  They  would  thus  become  much  more  extensively  useful  to  the  community. 

Infection  in  typhus  may  be  said  to  cease  after  cleanliness,  ventilation  and  space  have  been 
established  around  tliose  sick  of  that  disease. | 

14th.  Extern  patients  should  be  prescribed  for,  and  operated  on,  if  necessary,  on  certain 
days,  by  the  medical  officers  in  rotation.  A very  large  population,  as  that  of  Belfast,  might 
be  advantageously  divided  into  districts,  each  having  an  extern  medical  attendant,  who,  for 
a small  salary,  as  in  Dundee,  in  Scotland,  would  visit,  or  see  at  his  own  house,  the  sick 
poor  of  his  own  district : his  prescriptions  being  taken  by  the  patient  to  be  made  up  at 
the  Hospital  Pharmacy.  • 


Returns  and  Books. 


Appointment  of 
Medical  Officers. 
Hospitals  to  be  ge- 
neral. 


Suggestions  for  the  Improvement  of  Class  (B.) 

1st.  The  charities  of  this  class,  and  those  also  of  Class  (C.),  to  be  rendered  sources  of  Dispensaries, 
efficient  relief  to  the  sick  destitute  poor,  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  assimilated  in  principle, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  to  those  of  Class  (A.),  just  described. 

2d.  In  every  case,  they  should  be  made  to  combine  the  advantages  of  small  general  Dispensary  Hospi- 
hospitals  with  those  of  the  best  dispensaries,  and  might,  we  think,  be  advantageously  lals. 
attached  to  district  workhouses,  or  houses  of  industry,  for  the  relief  of  the  impotent  poor, 
should  such  establishments  be  contemplated.  1| 

3d.  Iheir  funds  should  be  placed  upon  a secure  and  respectable  footing,  without 
however  precluding  private  contribution  from  the  public-spirited,  the  humane  and  the 
wealthy. 

4th.  By  rendering  the  funds  ,of  dispensaries  or  dispensary  district  hospitals  independent 
of  private  subscription,  the  general  practitioner  and  the  industrious  fair-trading  apothecaiy 
would  be  protected  from  the  influence  of  an  abuse  which  is  every  day  weighing  more  hardly 
upon  their  business,  and  at  the  same  time  depriving  the  destitute  poor  of  a large  share  of 
the  means  intended  exclusively  for  their  relief.  We  mean  the  practice  of  subscribers,  in 
several  cases,  insisting  upon  advice  and'  medicine  gratis,  from  the  charity,  for  their  own 

families, 


* See  Extracts  on  Cavan  County  Infiimary. 

t See  Report  on  Limerick  Count)  and  Limerick  City  Infirmaries  ; also  Report  on  the  Clare  County 
Infirmary. 

I See  Report  on  Barrington’s  or  City  of  Limerick  Hospital,  and  Local  Act  relating  to  the  same. 

§ See  Report  on  Belfast  Hospital.  y See  Extract  on  Ennis  House  of  Industry. 
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Class  (C.) 
Fever  Hospitals. 
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families,  as  well  as  for  those  whom  they  may  recommend,  although  such  persons  might  be 
well  able  to  pay  the  independent  practitioner  for  his  services  and  his  drugs. 

The  corporation,  therefore,  and  the  medical  men  of  the  charity,  the  local  magistrates  and 
clergymen,  should  alone  have  the  power  to  recommend  either  intern  or  extern  patients, 
always  however  certifying,  that  the  fitness  of  the  case  had  been  carefully  ascertained. 

5th.  The  distance  at  which  these  institutions  should  be  placed  from  each  other;  the 
salaries,  classes  and  number  of  their  medical  officers ; the  extent  of  their  means  ; in  short,. 
the  power  of  the  whole  machinery  of  each  of  these  institutions,  should  be  regulated  by  the 
amount  of  population  in  cities  and  towns;  by  the  amount  of  population  and  extent  of 
surface  jointly  in  rural  districts. 

6th.  One  of  these  general  dispensary  hospitals  should  be  placed  in  the  midst  of  every 

40.000  or  50,000  town  or  city  inhabitants.  One  should  also  be  placed  as  near  the  centre  as 
possible  of  every  twelve  miles  square,  or  of  every  area  of  six  miles  radius,  of  inhabited 
niral  districts,  not  included  within  the  bounds  of  the  districts  assigned  to  towns  or  cities,  or 
to  county  or  other  hospitals.* 

7th.  The  machinery  of  one  of  these  dispensary  hospitals,  for  a town  district  of  fmm 

5.000  to  20,000  inhabitants,  having  no  other  hospital,  should  comprehend  two  senior 
medical  officers  at  least ; two  juniors  or  assistants  ; and  one  resident  manager  or  governor. 
The  salaries  of  each  to  be  the  same  as  those  assigned  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  lowest 
class  of  county  or  city  hospitals.  (§.  9.  Letter  A.) 

8th.  The  smallest  of  these  general  hospitals  should  contain  at  least  15  or  20  beds,  which, 
allowing  to  each  patient  an  average  of  one  month’s  continuance  in  hospital,  would  afford  ac- 
commodation for  240  sick  poor  annually. 

9th.  In  very  remote  rural  districts,  where  but  little  private  professional  emolument  is  to  be 
expected,  such  advantages  should  be  held  outasVould  induce  respectable,  well-educated 
medical  men  to  become  candidates.  Salaries  varying  ffrom  75/.  to  150/.  per  annum  and  a 
residence,  but  not  within  the  hospital,  would  probably  be  sufficient,  as  the  district  might  be 
more  or  less  wealthy. 

10th.  Carefully  organized  control,  and  competent  professional  inspection  at  uncertain 
times,  embracing  a system  of  graduated  responsibility  and  check,  based  upon  legislative 
enactment,  should  at  once  he  established,  whatever  may  he  the  details  of  the  relief  pro- 
posed. With  these  safeguards  the  legitimate  objects  of  public  charity  would  be  protected, 
whilst  the  stock  of  public  virtue  would  be  increased  : without  them  public  charity  is,  unfor- 
tunately, never  well  administered ; the  fr-action  of  it  allowed  to  reach  the  poor  becoming  less 
and  less  every  day. 

1 1th.  Should  it  hereafter  be  determined  to  relieve  the  industrious  poor  from  the  burthen 
of  supporting  some  of  tlie  most  impotent  of  their  relatives,  as  has  already  been  done  in 
regard  to  lunatics,  the  district  hospitals  would  afford  a nucleus  upon  which  to  engraft  a 
more  extended  system  of  public  charity,  in  which  clergymen  of  all  persuasions,  the  natural 
guardians  of  the  poor,  might  be  advantageously  employed,  and  paid  for  devoting  a certain 
portion  of  their  time  and  intelligence  to  its  administration. 

12th.  By  the  distance  of  these  district  hospitals  from  each  other,  neither  the  medical 
attendant  nor  the  extern  sick  would  have  to  travel  farther  than  six  miles  to  give  or  receive 
advice.  All  motive  for  exaggeration  in  returns,  or  for  drugging  the  poor  unnecessarily, 
would  be  removed  ; genuine,  unmixed  good  would  be  done ; demoralizing  abuses  would  be 
checked  or  reformed  ; whilst  room  would  be  left  for  spontaueous  benevolence  to  exercise  its 
charity,  by  establishing  purely  private  dispensaries, + or  for  the  Government  to  establish 
purely  public  institutions  of  that  class,  should  such  be  thought  necessary,  under  any  pecu- 
liai‘  local  circumstances. 

The  very  name  of  fever  hospitals,  given  to  the  charities  of  this  class,  operates  strongly  against 
their  efficiency.  They  should  therefore  be  assimilated  in  every  respect  to  the  dispensary 
hospitals  of  Class  (B.)  Indeed,  good  sense  and  imperious  necessity  have  produced  this  effect, 
in  a greater  or  less  degree,  in  several  of  them  already.  J With  a very  slight  modification  of 
management,  those  actually  existing  would  become  just  the  kind  of  public  medical  charities 
which  we  have  been  recommending.  Let  them  be  made  general  instead  of  exclusive  hospi- 
tals, let  them  he  called  district  instead  of  fever  hospitals,  and  then  the  severe  accident 
need  not  be  left  to  perish  hi  the  remote  and  wi’etched  cabin,  where  distance  renders  the 
county  hospital  of  no  avail,  and  where  the  name  and  rules  of  the  fever  hospital  close  by 
preclude  the  admission  of  the  wounded  or  dying  man,  however  urgent  his  case  may  be,  and 
however  ample  the  accommodation  vacant  at  the  time : whilst  a similarly  exclusive  law  pre^ 
vents  the  poor  man  who  is  perishing  from  fever  and  destitution,  from  being  received  into  the 
county  hospital  next  door,  although  it  were  half  empty  at  the  time,  or  occupied  by  persons 
least  entitled  to  its  advantages.^ 

From 


• A.s.suming  the  population  of  Ireland  to  he  8,ooo,ooo,  and  its  area  to  be  20,000,000  square  acres,  or 
■23,437  square  miles  English;  and  assuming  J of  the  whole  to  consist  of  bog,  mountain  and  water ; if  one 
district  dispensary  hospital  were  allowed  to  each  area  of  six  miles  radius,  or  of  1 2 miles  square  of  inhabited 
surface,  162  of  these  institutions  would  be  required  which  would  give  one  to  each  50,000  inhabitants. 

If  one  of  these  institutions  were  allowed  to  each  area  of  five  miles  radius  or  ten  miles  square, 
234  would  be  required,  which  would  give  one  to  each  34,000  inhabitants. 

But  if  the  county  infirmaries  and  fever  hospitals  already  existing  be  taken  as  equal  to  100,  then 
only  62  additional  hospitals  would  be  required  in  the  first  case,  and  134  in  the  second. 

-f  See  Extracts,  Private  Dispensary  at  Gort.  % See  Report  on  Kells  and  Belfast  Hospitals, 

i Set  Galway  Infirmary. 
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From  \yhat  we  have  already  said  upon  the  subject  ofLunatic  Asylums,*  we  think  ourselves  Report  on 
justified  in  submitting,  that  the  same  strict  economy  of  management  and  expenditure,  and  Medical  Relief. 

the  same  regularly  organized  system  of  control  and  check,  recommended  in  the  case  of  

county  hospitals,  should  be  enforced  in  the  charities  of  tliis  class.  The  large  sums  now  j'K^CorX'’‘r’ 
levied  on  the  counties  would  thus  be  diminished,  whilst  a much  nearer  approach  would  be  ' ’ 
made  to  that  most  desirable  point,  viz.  the  exact  amount  of  the  public  means  which  well-  Class  (D.) 
directed  public  charity  ought  to  devote  to  that  particulai-  description  of  poor  who,  in  their  Lunatic  Asylum, 
various  grades  of  impotence,  constitute  the  inmates  of  these  asylums. 

We  shall  offer  no  remarks  upon  this  class  of  institutions,  having  seen  only  two  of  them  in  Class  (E.) 
Ireland.  The  disease  to  which  they  are  exclusively  devoted  seldom  or  never  appears  except  Cholera  Hospitals, 
as  an  epidemic  ; and  we  have  already  stated  that  we  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  sanitary  con- 
siderations in  this  Report. 

Our  local  information  upon  this  class  of  charities  is  so  very  scanty,  that  we  cannot  venture  class  (F.) 
to  add  any  recommendation,  under  this  head,  to  those  already  submitted  as  to  the  general  Lying-in  Hospitals, 
relief  which  we  conceive  ought  to  be  provided  by  the  public  for  the  destitute,  industrious 
poor,  under  all  those  inevitable  circumstances  which  annihilate  or  arrest  for  a time  their 
powers  of  personal  labour,  the  legitimate  source  of  their  support. 

'HTierever  we  have  met  with  these  institutions,  they  appeared  to  be  a real  blessing  to  the  Class  (G.) 
community.  Some  of  them,  we  thought,  might  be  improved  in  principle ; some  we  con-  Houses  of  Industry, 
sidered  had  found  the  exact  limit  of  relief,  beyond  w'hich  allowances  to  the  poor  ought  not 
to  pass,  and  indeed  cannot  pass,  without  acting  as  an  encouragement  to  idleness  and  impro- 
vidence; some  were  just  touching  upon  that  dangerous  boundary.  Upon  the  whole, 
however,  they  deserve  the  very  warmest  encouragement  of  the  Legislature.^ 

The  Gaols  which  we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  in  Ireland,  taken  as  places  of  tern-  Class  (11.) 
porary  accommodation  for  certain  of  the  lower  orders,  afford,  with  few  exceptions,  an  Gaols, 
admirable  illustration  of  what  all  the  other  institutions  for  the  public  relief  of  the  poor 
ought  to  be  in  that  country. 

The  Dietary  is  uniform  for  all  gaols;  economical  also;  and  (as  ample  experience  has  As  to  Diet, 
proved,  and  we  have  witnessed,)  fully  sufficient  to  maintain  a state  of  the  best  health  in  the 
vigour  of  life.  There  are  three  kinds  of  Diet,  either  of  which  may  be  adopted  by  the  local 
superintending  magistrates ; viz. : — 

Bread  Diet: — Bread,  2 lbs.;  new  milk,  1 quai-t. 

Potato  Diet: — Potatoes,  9 lbs,;  new  milk,  1 pint;  butter-milk,  1 ditto. 

Mixed  Diet: — ’Oaten meal,  for  stir-about,  8 oz.;  potatoes,  4 lbs.;  new  milk,  1 pint;  butter- 
milk, 1 pint ; for  one  prisoner  for  one  day. 

The  cost  of  the  mixed  diet  per  head  per  day,  used  in  Cavan  gaol,  at  the  spring  assizes  of  Examjjle  of  I'e- 
1834,  was  at  the  summer  assizes,  2|(f.  markable  Economy, 

Flesh  meat  is  never  given  except  in  the  gaol  hospital,  and  then  only  in  cases  where  the 
su^eon  certifies  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 

The  prison  dress  is  warm  and  serviceable,  and,  though  coarse,  superior  to  that  which  the  As  to  Clothing, 
labouring  poor  are  able  to  provide  for  themselves. 

This  is  scrupulously  clean,  diy  and  well  ventilated;  the  temperature  is  equable  and  Lodging, 
healthful ; the  whole  as  comfortable  as  the  security  of  the  prison  will  admit. 

All  mild  in  the  extreme,  and  never  more  than  is  consistent  with  health.  Discipline,  Labour, 

Must  be  regular,  no  possible  opportunity  being  afforded  to  the  prisoners  for  dissipation  Punishments, 
or  excess.  Habits  of  tempe- 

In  every  instance  we  found  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  gaols  excellent,  and  had  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  the  flesh  and  whole  appearance  of  the  prisoners  are  often 
improved  after  their  committal,  more  especially  after  committal  for  slight  offences;  nor  is 
this  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  know  that  the  constant  food  of  a large  portion  of  the 
labouring  poor  and  of  their  families,  more  particularly  in  the  South  West  of  Ireland,  is  a 
scanty  ^lowance  of  the  worst  kind  of  potato,  tlie  “Lumper,”  with  a little  salt;  their 
clothing,  rags,  both  by  day  and  night ; their  lodging,  a hut,  seldom  water-tight ; their  bed, 
a little  loose  straw,  on  the  bare  earth;  whilst  with  all  these  privations  they  are  exposed 
to  sudden  changes  of  temperature,  to  wet  and  damp,  and  to  the  baneful  effects  of  intoxi- 
cation by  whiskey. 

It  is  a proof  either  that  prisons  have  ceased  to  be  places  of  adequate  punishment  in 
Ireland,  or  that  the  labouring  poor  must  be  miserably  destitute,  or  perhaps  of  both,  when 
the  pittance  and  the  cell  of  the  gaol,  with  all  their  bitter  restraint,  are  sought  after  as  a 
source  of  relief,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  they  are,  in  some  cases.  The  remedy  would 
be,  to  make  things  worse  for  the  felon,  and  better  for  the  honest,  the  impotent,  and  the  des- 
titute labourer. 

In  regulating  the  dietary  and  clothing  of  any  class  of  institutions  for  tlie  relief  of  the  Diet  and  Clidliii)"' 
poor,  two  objects  should  be  kept  constantly  in  view : generally.  ° 

1st.  To  preserve  or  improve  the  health  of  the  inmates. 

2d.  To  relieve  the  greatest  number  that  the  means  of  the  institution  will  permit,  and 
therefore  to  avoid  or  reduce  all  unnecessary  expense. 

The 


* See  Armagh  Lunatic  Asylum. 
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The  following  examples  show  what  maybe  done  to  attain  these  objects,  by  strict  economy 
and  vigilant  prevention  of  abuse.  i • t i j i 

In  toe  gaols  of  Cavan,  Monaghan,  Dundalk,  and  in  rnany  other  gaols  in  Ireland,  the 
prisoners  in  the  full  vigour  of  life,  working  on  the  tread-mill  and  in  the  stone-yard,  are  not 
only  kept  in  health,  but  are  improved  in  flesh  and  in  appearance,  as  already  stated,  on  the 
mixed  diet,  at  a daily  expense  for  each  prisoner  of  from  d.  to  3 ; say  2|  d.,  or  1 s.  5 J d. 

per  week,  or  SZ.  16s.  O^d.  per  annum. 

In  the  Borough  Compter  in  London,  where,  of  4,000  persons  committed  in  three  years, 
only  two  deaths  occurred,  for  2|rZ.  per  day,  or  Is.  l\d.  per  week,  for  each  prisoner.* 

In  Manchester,  Salford  Prison,  where  in  1831  the  committals  were  4,042,  the  deaths  6, 
for  2jcZ.  per  head  per  day,  or  Is.  b\d.  per  week.  ■ 

In  the  workhouse  of  Southwell,  in  .Nottinghamshire,  the  inmates  are  fed  “ on  the  best 
provisions”  for  2s.  per  week,  or  3 J d.  per  day,  and  clothed  for  3 d.  per  week."!" 

In  the  House  of  Industry  and  Mendicity  in  Ennis,  in  the  county  Clare,  the  inmates  are 
fed  and  kept  in  as  good  health  as  their  age  and  infirmities  will  allow,  on  a mixed  diet,  at 
the  cost  per  day  of  1 ^ d.,  or  1 s.  1 d.  per  week  per  head.J 

In  the  workhouse  of  the  parish  of  St.  Cuthbert’s,  Edinburgh,  the  cost  of  diet  per  head 
per  day,  for  all  the  inmates  (460  in  number),  including  the  sick  and  lunatics,  is  or 

Is.  Q\d.  per  week. 

Clothes  and  washing  for  each,  including  stays  to  the  old  women,  and  pocket-handker- 
chiefs to  all,  per  annum  § - £.-  18  11 

Food  per  annum  per  head  - --  --  --  --  2 13  1 

Total  - - £.3  12  - 


In  the  Workhouse  and  Mendicity  Institution,  in  the  city  of  Londonderry,  the  whole 
expense  of  each  inwicte  for  the  year  1833,  for  board,  washing  and  lodging,  was  2?.  Is,  Gd., 
or  less  than  ll<f.  per  week,  or  \\d.  per  day  per  head. 

The  diet  of  this  institution  is  as  follows  : 

Breakfast: — Oaten  meal  in  stir-about,  7 ounces,  with  butter-milk,  1 pint. 

Dinker: — Potatoes,  2^  pounds;  milk,  churned,  1 pint. 

Supper,  for  those  only  who  work,  such  as  sweepers— meal  in  stir-about,  6 ounces ; butter- 
milk, nalf-a-pint. 

There  were  78  inmates  when  we  saw  the  institution,  inAugust  1834,  all  regular  and  orderly. 
The  house  remarkably  clean,  the  food  good,  and  well  served. 

Adult  boarders,  recommended  by  respectable  persons,  were  taken  in,  fed,  lodged  and 
washed  for,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3fZ.  per  week;  children  at  the  rate  of  8J(Z.  per  week.  1| 

With  the  above  examples  before  us,  we  cannot  see  why  the  inmates  of  pauper  lunatic 
asylums  in  Ireland,  most  of  whom  are  incurable,  and  for  ever  lost  to  society,  should  cost  the 
public  for  their  food  alone,  A\d.  or  4|d.  per  head  per  diem,  or  2s.  l\d.  per  week,  or 
6/.  16s.  lO^cZ.  per  annum, ^ besides  eating  up  the  produce  of  large  farms  and  gardens, 
purchased  and  cultivated  at  the  public  expense.  Yet  we  have  seen  these  lunatics  dining 
upon  Lumper  potatoes  and  buttermilk,  not  of  the  best  description,  crowded  round  a table  at 
which  they  had  not  room  to  sit.*  * Nor  can  we  conceive  why  the  machineiy  with  which 
these  unconscious  beings  are  surrounded  should  be  so  expensive,  whilst  the  honest,  useful, 
industrious  labourer,  is  left  to  perish  of  disease,  aggravated  or  brought  on  by  hopeless 
destitution,  in  his  wretched  cabin,  in  the  midst  of  his  starving  family. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  with  equal  or  greater  force  to  the  charges  made  against  the 
public  for  the  inmates  of  some  of  the  county  hospitals.tt  . . 

Some  striking  benefits  result  to  the  poor  themselves  from  a strictly  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  means  devoted  to  their  relief.  In  the  first  place,  a much  greater  number  is 
relieved  than  otherwise  would  have  been ; and  in  the  next  place,  both  the  Legislature  and 
the  public  cease  to  despair  of  being  able  to  relieve  the  many,  when  they  see  it  proved  by  the 
example  of  a few,  that  extensive  good  may  be  done  by  means  apparently  small  in  proportion, 
but  honestly  applied. 

D.  Sarry, 

17  February  1835.  J-  R-  Carrie. 


EXTRACTS  from  the  Notes  taken  by  Sir  David  Barry  and  Dr.  Corrie,  on  particular 
Institutions.  These  Extracts  are  from  the  General  Observations  written  on  the  spot,  and 
are  given  to  illustrate  the  Report. 

LoNDOunERRY  Ikfirmary,  County  and  City  of  Londonderry. 

This  institution  was  originally  engrafted  upon,  and  for  a considerable  time  remained 
united  with,  an  old  establishment  in  this  city,  which  in  itself  performed  the  offices  of  house 

of 


* See  Report  by  Commissioners  of  Poor  Laws;  London,  Appendix(A.) 
t See  Beecher’s  Anti-pauper  System  ; London,  1834. 

I Sec  our  Report  on  the  Charities  of  Ennis.  See  E.-ctracts,  Ennis  House  of  Industry. 

§ See  First  Report  on  the  Poor  of  the  I’arish  of  St.  Cuthbert's,  Edinburgh. 

II  See  our  Report  on  the  Charities  of  Londonderry.^ 

^ See  Belfast.  Armagh,  Ballinasloe,  Lunatic  Asylums.  * * See  Balliiiasioe  Lunatic  Asylum. 
+t  See  Extracts,  Armagh  Infirmary. 
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of  correction,  poor  house,  house  of  industiy,  lunatic  asylum  and  infirmary.  In  1811,  the 
present  hospital  was  substituted  for  the  old  charity,  became  possessed  of  its  funds  and 
privileges,  but  still  retains  something  of  the  compound  character  of  its  predecessor,  having 
been  obliged  to  take  into  the  new  house,  where  they  now  are,  the  impotent  paupers,  lunatics, 
and  idiots  then  remaining  in  the  old  establishment.  There  are  now  eleven  aged  paupers, 
and  eleven  lunatics  and  idiots,  not  patients,  fed  and  lodged  in  the  present  hospital.  Since 
the  period  mentioned,  however,  paupers  and  idiots  have  ceased  to  be  admitted,  but  lunatics 
are  not  excluded,  particularly  such  as  are  considered  curable,  and  capable  of  assisting  m 
cultivating  the  garden  and  grounds  belonging  to  the  hospital.  All  the  labour  of  a very  fine 
potato  field,  about  half  an  acre  of  a well-cropped  garden  and  of  some  ornamental  grounds, 
is  done  by  the  present  lunatic  inmates.  The  female  inmates  spin,  sew,  &c. 

This  hospital  is  well  consti-ucted,  and  derives  no  small  advantage  from  its  accommodations 
not  having  been  cramped,  or  perhaps  sacrificed,  by  the  unwise  aud  reprehensible  practice  of 
uniting  a splendid  residence  for  the  medical  man  with  an  hospital  for  the  poor.  Here  there 
is  merely  an  apartment  for  the  resident  apothecary.  The  wards  are  spacious  and  well 
ventilated.  In  the  centre  of  the  house  there  is  a large  octagonal  lobby,  open  from  the 
basement  to  the  cupola,  the  latter  of  which  has  permanently  open  Venetians  at  its  sides; 
This  excellent  arrangement  tends  to  preserve  the  whole  buil(Jing  fresh  and  sweet. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a higher  state  of  cleanlmess,  order  and  method,  than  is 
observable  in  this  whole  establishment.  The  accounts  are  most  accurately  kept,  being 
inspected  and  checked  at  weekly  meetings  of  the  inspecting  committee.  Peculation  or 
unfair  treatment  of  the  patients  is  rendered  as  nearly  impossible  as  can  be  effected  by  well- 
directed  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  governors  and  officers.  The  diet  table  of  each  day  is  filled 
by  the  resident  apothecary  and  surgeon.  Fines  are  imposed  on  the  servants  for  neglect 
or  disorderly  conduct,  in  the  first  place  by  the  medical  officers  and  steward,  which  are 
strictly  enforced  if  confirmed  by  the  weekly  visiting  committee. 


Tyrone  County  Hospital  and  Omagh  Dispensary. 

These  two  establishments,  in  their  fiscal  management,  and  even  in  the  sources  from  which 
their  medicines  are  obtained,  are  said  to  be  perfectly  distinct ; yet  the  whole  of  the  business 
of  both  is  carried  on  in  the  same  house  ; the  whole  of  the  dispensing  of  medicine  in  tlie 
same  shop,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  the  same  individual,  who  is  also  surgeon  to 
the  hospital.  A distinct  druggist  is  said  to  be  employed  for  each  ; yet  the  medicines 'of  both 
are  stored  in  the  same  cupboard,  without  separation  or  inscription  to  mark  the  limits  of  either. 

The  principles  upon  which  this  dispensary  is  based  are  by  no  means  satisfactory. 

1st.  It  is  not  only  intruded  into  the  county  hospital  house,  already  strikingly  inadequate 
to  the  accommodation  of  its  own  legitimate  objects,  but  is  the  direct  cause  of  the”  suppression, 
during  the  last  three  years,  of  the  relief  afforded  from  the  means  of  that  hospital  to  the  sick 
poor. 

2d.  The  highly  objectionable  practice  is  adopted  and  sanctioned  by  the  committee,  of 
handing  over  to  the  medical  attendant  as  salary,  the  whole  of  the  balance  remaining  at  the 
annual  settlement  of  the  dispensary  accounts.  This  balance,  in  every  case  since  the  establish- 
ment in  1831,  has  exceeded  the  whole  amount  of  the  county  grant,  whilst  the  outlay  has 
been  invariably  comprehended  under  two  heads,  viz.  “ medicine  and  stationery.” 

3d.  The  medical  officer  is  in  the  habit  of  advancing  to  the  treasurer  of  the  dispensary, 
previously  to  the  assizes,  the  subscription  of  any  subscriber  (friend  of  his)  who  may  be 
absent.  He  could  not  recollect  the  exact  amount  thus  advanced  in  any  one  year. 

4th.  The  district  of  the  dispensary  is  unlimited,  and  all  persons  applying  receive  advice 
and  medicine.  Thus  there  is  no  hope  held  out  to  the  charitable  that  additional  subscriptions 
would  have  any  other  effect  than  that  of  adding  so  much  to  the  surgeon’s  salary. 

The  whole  building  is  divided  into  three  portions  ; the  centre  of  which  is  occupied  by  the 
surgeon  and  his  family.  Of  39  patients  now  in  the  house,  30  sleep  two  in  a hed,  eight  in 
four  beds  in  a cock-loft,  18  feet  by  16. 

Armagh  County  Infirmary. 

There  are  at  present  32  patients  in  this  hospital,  20  males,  12  females,  all  of  whom 
with  the  exception  of  seven,  we  found  in  bed  at  one  o’clock,  the  hour  of  our  inspec- 
tion. The  wards  (three  only  occupied)  were  clean,  lofty  and  well  ventilated.  The 
patients  and  the  bedding  looked  neat  and  orderly.  There  was  one  ward  on  the  ground- 
floor  entirely  unoccupied  (as  we  were  informed,  from  want  of  funds),  which  is  capable  of 
containing  eight  beds ; yet  some  of  the  other  wards  would  certainly  be  improved  by  having 
their  number  of  beds  diminished. 

Ihe  sumeon’s  apartments,  including  the  board-room,  which  he  also  uses,  occupy  five- 
twelfths  of  the  whole  house.  Four  acres  of  land  also  belonging  to,  and  attached  to  the 
hospital,  have  been  given  to  the  chief  medical  officer,  the  surgeon,  by  a resolution  of  the 
board,  “ so  long  as  he  shall  hold  the  same  in  liis  own  hands.” 

Extensive  out-offices,  such  as  stables,  coach-house,  &c.  have  been  recently  erected  in  the 
lear  of  the  infirmary,  and  four  patent  water-closets  are  now  being  constructed,  one  in  the 
unoccupied  ward,  two  are  within  wards,  two  outside  the  walls. 
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Report  on  In  the  course  of  our  examination  of  the  diet-rolls  and  provision  accounts  of  tliis  hospital, 

.Meujcal  Relief,  two  circumstances  attracted  our  attention. 

1st.  The  veiy  striking  excess  of  the  present  low  diets  over  full  diets  (the  only  other 

J.' variety  allowed  by  the  established  dietaiy  of  the  house),  as  compared  with  the  diet-rolls  of 
’ the  early  part  of  1832. 

Extracts,  Class  (A.)  2d.  The  large  and  increasing  portion  which  milk  has  formed  from  that  period  to  the 

present,  both  of  full  and  low  diets ; but  particularly  of  the  latter. 

The  rules  bv  which  the  respective  quantities  of  milk  are  charged  against  each  patient  in 
the  weekly  diet-roll,  appear  to  be  the  following: 

1st.  Every  patient,  whether  on  full  or  low  diet,  is  entitled  to  one  pint  of  new  milk  as  his 
regular  allowance  per  diem. 

•2d.  Each  patient  on  full  diet,  and  any  on  low  diet,  who  may  happen  to  have  no  extra 
milk,  are  entitled  to  one  pint  of  new  milk  on  Mondays  and  Fridays,  “ instead  of  meat  or 
broth,”  in  addition  to  his  regular  allowance  already  mentioned. 

3d.  All  patients  on  low  diet  have  each  a pint  of  extra  milk  every  day  in  the  week,  as  well 
as  on  Mondays  and  Fridays,  with  very  few  exceptions  indeed,  and  very  often  a pint  of 
butter-milk  eveiy  day  besides. 

The  new  milk  is  paid  for  from  the  funds  of  the  infirmary,  at  tlie  rate  of  2 d.  the  Irish 
quart,  or  1 d.  per  pint,  not  the  imperial  pint.  At  the  fever  hospital  here  new  milk  is  charged 
1 1 d.  per  quart. 

The  surgeon  of  the  infirmary  supplies  all  the  milk  required,  and  receives  the  amount 
from  the  treasurer,  through  the  matron  of  the  hospital,  giving  his  receipt  as  a voucher  for 
that  disbursement.  He  is,  in  fact,  the  contractor  for  that  article. 

However  libei-ally  and  honourably  may  fulfil  his  contract  for  milk  with  the  infirmary,  and 
we  beg  to  state  that  we  do  not  mean  to  convey  any  insinuation  to  the  contrary,  still  the 
principle  of  the  transaction  is  highly  objectionable,  coupled  as  it  is  with  some  circum- 
stances peculiar  to  the  position  in  which  he  stands  at  present : such  are  the  following : 

The  surgeon  framed  the  dietary  of  the  infirmary,  and  proposed  it  for  adoption  to  the 
governors  (in  1831),  by  whom  it  was  adopted,  as  stated  by  himself. 

° He  orders  and  regulates  all  extra  allowances  to  patients  in  the  infirmary. 

He  holds  in  his  possession,  and  cultivates  for  his  own  profit,  all  the  land  (fom-  acres) 
belonging  to  the  infirmary. 

It  is  in  short,  his  interest  to  increase  the  consumption  of  an  article  of  diet,  which  he 
alone  can  order  to  be  given  to  the  sick,  and  in  any  quantity  he  may  choose  to  sanction. 
This  is  a position  in  which  the  chief  medical  officer  of  a public  charity  never  ought,  in 
our  opinion,  to  have  been  permitted  to  place  himself. 

There  are  some  other  circumstances  connected  with  this  infirmary  which  we  feel  ourselves 
called  upon  to  notice.  Out-patients  are  prescribed  for,  and  receive  medicines  on  certain  days 
in  the  week  at  the  hospital  pharmacy,  but  the  sick  poor  are  not  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
although  the  medical  attendant  has  been  paid  50/.  per  annum,  since  1829,  for  holding  a 
dispensaiy,  to  which  there  are  no  subscribers,  and  to  which,  therefore,  the  grand  jury  of 
the  county  might  refuse  all  assistance.  This  dispensary  is  considered  so  inefficient,  from 
its  medical  officer  not  visiting  the  sick  poor,  that  another  dispensary  has  been  lately  got 
up  in  a very  spirited  and  liberal  manner  by  the  gentry  of  a country  district,  of  the  parish 
of  Armagh,  in  conjunction  with  some  of  their  neighbours  at  Blackwatertown,  about  fom* 
miles'dislant. 

Another  circumstance  regarding  this  infirmary,  which  we  consider  deserving  of  notice,  is, 
that  although  the  annual  county  grants  have  risen  during  the  last  three  years  from  400/. 
for  1831  to  500/.  for  1833,  and  the  annual  subscriptions  from  92/.  to  131/.,  and  although, 
during  the  same  period,  183/.  have  been  expended  upon  building  and  repairs,  and 
86/.  11 5.  \\d.  upon  new  articles  of  furniture  and  repairs  of  old,  yet  one  large  ward  remains 
unoccupied  from  the  want  of  furniture. 

The  averaged  expense  of  one  patient  for  one  day,  for  provisions  alone,  is  5 J i/.  and  a fraction. 
The  averaged  expense  of  one  patient  for  one  day,  including  salaries,  fuel,  medicine,  pro- 
visions, &c.  is  Is.  3</.;  but  taking  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  this  hospital,  during  the 
year  1833,  to  be  514,  as  returned,  and  the  number  of  diets  issued  during  the  same  time 
13,515,  as  also  returned,  we  find  that  each  patient  consumed  26  diets,  and  cost  each 
2/.  Os.  10c/.;  no  deduction  being  made  from  the  total  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  the 
infirmary  for  that  year,  viz.  1,048/.  Is.  It/. 

If  the  average  of  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  infirmary  during  the  last  three 
years  (436),  and  of  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  for  the  same  time  (1,047/.  14  s.  9 c/.), 
be  taken,  the  expense  of  each  patient  will  be  found  to  reach  2/.  8s.  O^d. 

A consideration  of  the  great  importance  of  county  infirmaries,  as  public  institutions, 
both  with  regard  to  the  good  they  are  capable  of  doing,  and  to  the  sums  which  they 
cost  to  the  public,  has  induced  us  to  enter  more  minutely  into  the  general  administra- 
tion of  this  hospital,  in  order  that  it  may  serve  us  as  a standard  of  comparison  in  our 
comments  upon  other  similar  establishments.  But  however  highly  we  may  esteem  the 
surgeon’s  attainments  as  a professional  man,  and  however  completely  and  justly  he  may 
have  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  governors,  we  should  not  feel  that  we  had  done  our 
duty  did  we  not  declare  our  decided  conviction  tliat  the  infirmary  over  which  he  presides, 
and  of  which  he  occupies  five-twelfths,  affords  one  more  irresistible  proof,  that  the  efficiency 
of  these  charities  is  always  more  or  less  diminished  by  chief  medical  officers  and  their 
families  residing  within  the  walls. 

We 
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We  cauQot  close  these  remarks  without  recording  our  admiration  of  the  extreme  accuracy  Report  on 
and  disinterested  zeal  with  which  the  treasurer  of  this  infirmary  keeps  the  accounts  of  its  Medical  Relief. 
income  and  expenditure.  


Cavan  County  Infirmary. 


Nothing,  however,  can  exceed  the  cleanliness  and  order  in  which  the  whole  (A.) 

house  is  kept.  The  patients  are  apparently  of  a decent  class,  and  the  cases  well  selected. 

They  are  just  such  as  ought  to  be  found  in  such  an  institution,  presenting  most  inte- 
resting but  curable  examples  of  disease  and  accident,  with  abundant  proofs  of  the  very 
scientific  and  successful  practice  of  the  surgeon. 

The  only  officer  residing  in  the  hospital  is  the  matron,  who  occupies  two  rooms  on  the 
ground  floor.  The  surgeon  lives  in  a separate  house  close  by,  bufit  at  tlie  expense  of 
the  funds,  but  he  pays  back  to  the  funds  annually  for  that  house  60  I,  the  amount  of 
the  interest  at  four  per  cent,  of  the  money  expended  by  the  hospital  in  erecting  it. 

Tlie  very  strictest  economy  prevails  in  every  thing  coimected  with  this  institution.  Solid 
flesh  meat  forms  no  part  of  the  ordinary  diet  of  the  patients  ; but  the  surgeon  has  the 
power  of  ordering  a few  ounces  as  extra  food,  where  he  thinks  such  an  addition  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  exclusion  of  flesh  meat  from  the  ordinary  diet  of  sick  persons,  who 
in  their  highest  state  of  health,  and  under  the  severest  labour,  seldom  or  never  taste 
animal  food,  is  founded  upon  just  physiological  reasoning,  the  correctness  of  which  has 
been  most  fully  proved  by  practical  experience,  on  a very  extensive  scale  indeed  in  all  the 
county  goals  of  Ireland.  In  all  tlie  gaols  that  we  have  examined,  the  health  of  the  pri- 
soners has  been  very  remarkably  good.  In  many  cases  we  were  assured  that  the  health  of 
tlie  individual  improved  considei-ably  after  admission ; yet  flesh  meat  never  forms  an  item 
of  the  prisoner’s  support,  under  any  circumstance,  excepting  in  very  rare  cases  indeed  of 
disease,  when  it  may  be  ordered  for  an  individual  by  the  surgeon. 


Galway  County  Infirmary. 

The  surgeon  occupies  three-sevenths  of  the  whole  house,  not  counting  the  addition  just 
mentioned ; that  is  to  say,  three  windows  on  each  of  the  two  upper  floors,  and  one  window 
and  a hall  door  on  the  ground  floor,  belong  to  his  apartments.  The  room  lighted  by  the 
third  window  on  the  ground  floor  is  used  as  the  consulting  room  for  extern  patients.  The 
ground  in  front  of  the  house  is  in  the  occupation  of  the  surgeon  (about  three  quarters  of 
an  acre),  partly  as  a potato  field,  partly  as  a kitchen  garden.  From  the  latter  the  kitchen 
of  the  patients  is  supplied  with  garden  stuff,  but  the  surgeon  is  paid  5l.  per  a-nnurn  for  a 
gardener.  The  produce  of  the  rest  of  the  ground  is  appropriated  by  the  surgeon.  Five 
pigs  are  now  kept  in  a stye  in  the  hospital  yard,  but  there  is  no  space  that  we  could 
observe  laid  out  for  the  recreation  of  the  convalescents ; and  this  is  an  almost  invariable 
result  of  the  chief  medical  officer  of  a county  infirmary  being  provided  with  apartments  in 
the  building.  The  patients  cannot  appear  in  front  of  the  house,  for  there  are  the  sur- 
geon’s windows  and  his  family ; they  cannot  enjoy  the  grounds  in  the  rear,  for  tliere  is 
Qie  surgeon’s  garden  and  his  farm-yard ; they  must  therefore,  and  do  generally,  remain 
all  day  in  their  wards,  whatever  be  the  state  of  their  convalescence,  or  of  the  weatlier. 
It  is  not  so  in  any  other  nation  in  Europe  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  in  this.  The  above  observations  are  not  meant  to  apply  exclusively  to  this 
infirmary ; they  are  applicable  to  all  such  institutions  that  we  have  as  yet  seen  when  the 
surgeon  resides  within  the  building. 

There  ai-e  some  other  circumstances  common  to  several  county  infiimaries,  relating  to 
the  class  of  cases  which  we  found  in  them,  and  the  length  of  time  which  these  cases 
had  been  under  treatment.  In  the  Galway  County  Infirmary  we  noticed  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  indolent  scrofulous  ulcers  and  sore  legs.  One  of  the  latter,  a reduced  shop- 
keeper, had  been  in  the  house  five  months,  but  the  sore  on  his  leg  was  still  open,  and 
likely  to  continue  so  for  some  time.  A young  woman  with  chronic  opthalmia,  the  active 
stage  of  which  must  have  been  long  past,  had  been  in  for  about  the  same  length  of  time. 
Others  had  been  in  the  house  three  months,  others  two  ; yet,  with  this  extensive  commo- 
dious building,  tlius  occupied,  and  possessing  so  many  capabilities,  situated  in  a town 
containing  between  .30,000  and  40,000  inhabitants,  an  accident,  however  severe  and  urgent, 
occurring  in  that  town,  could  not  be  taken  in,  and  would  he  absolutely  refused  admis- 
sion in  this  the  only  surgical  hospital  in  either  the  county  or  the  town.  Surely  neither 
municipal  etiquette  nor  personal  influence  ought  to  be  permitted  thus  to  reduce  almost 
to  nullity  the  only  source  of  relief  wliich  the  country  has  hitherto  estabhshed  and  in- 
tended exclusively  as  the  means  of  restoring  to  usefulness  and  laboui'  those  of  the  pro 
ducing  classes  who  might,  by  accident  or  over  exertion,  be  rendered  unable  to  support 
themselves  or  their  families.  There  are  so  few  subscribers  to  county  hospitals,  and  the 
legal  corporations  of  these  institutions  consist  of  so  few  persons,  that  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  a recommendation  to  be  admitted  is  very  considerable. 

The  following  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  patients  admitted  into  and 
treated  in  the  county  infimiary  and  the  Galway  Fever  Hospital  respectively,  in  the 
year  1833,  and  of  the  average  expense  of  one  of  these  patients  in  each,  is  worthy  of 
notice  : — 

0.5.  15  3 County 
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Report  on 
Medical  Relief. 

Sir  D.  Barrj,  ii.D. 

J.  B.  Corrie,  Esq.,M.D. 

Extracts,  Class  (A.) 


County  Infirmary  : 

Patients  admitted  during  the  year  1833  - - 232. 

£.  s.  d. 

Total  Expenditure  during  ditto  -----  733  18  1 

Deduct  Salaries  and  Wages  ------  215  17  8 

Amount  expended  upon  Patients  - - - -518-5 


Expense  of  each  Patient,  excluding  Salaries  - - 2 4 7 1 


Galway  Fever  Hospital  : 

Patients  admitted  during  the  year  1833  - - 253. 

£.  s.  d. 

Total  Expenditure  - - - - - - 370  7 9 

Deduct  Salaries  and  Wages  - - 156  7 6 


214  - 3 


Expense  of  each  Patient,  excluding  Salaries  - - - 16  11 


When  the  relative  size  of  the  buildings,  and  the  comparative  importance  of  the  case 
treated  in  both  hospitals,  are  considered,  the  conclusion  is  unavoidable,  that  the  sick  and 
suffering  poor  might  be  made  to  derive  much  more  good  from  county  infirmaries  than  they 
do  at  present,  and  that  certainly  without  any  increase,  and  perhaps  with  a diminution  of 
expense,  to  the  counties. 

Clare  County  Infirmary. 

This  hospital  has  been  regenerated  by  the  late  change  in  its  medical  officers  from  a state 
of  sad  conmsion,  inefficiency  and  neglect.  The  large  accession  of  funds  which  the  election 
brought,  has  been  most  wisely  and  creditably  expended  upon  the  premises.  Monopoly  and 
abuse  have  been  banished,  and  the  institution  is  no  longer  a close  borough,  maintained  at  the 
public  expense,  for  the  benefit  of  one  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor.  This  is  the  first  county 
hospital  in  which  we  have  seen  more  than  one  chief  medical  officer.  Here  there  are  two 
able,  well-educated  men,  who  divide  the  duties  and  the  emoluments  equally  between  them; 
and  not  only  protect  the  charity  from  falling  again  into  abuse,  but  give  an  additional  prac- 
tical surgeon  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  an  additional  advocate  to  the  just  claims  of  the 
poor. 

Limerick  County  Infirmary. 

The  crying  wants  of  the  county  and  of  the  city  of  Limerick  in  the  way  of  hospital  ac- 
commodation, have  far  outgrown  the  capabilities  of  the  infirmary,  if  they  were  ever  com- 
mensurate. There  are  now  but  30  patients  in  the  house;  20  males,  10  females;  but  there 
is  room  for  30  more  beds;  whilst  the  applications  for  admission  are  quite  overpowering. 
One  patient,  noted  for  admission  on  the  28th  of  August,  has  but  just  arrived  at  the  top  of 
the  list  of  candidates.  He  comes  in  to-morrow,  6th  of  November.  Yet  not  all  who  ought 
to  be  provided  with  hospital  accommodation,  nor  nearly  all,  apply  for  admission, 
knowing  the  almost  interminable  time  those  who  do  apply  may  have  to  wait.  When  we 
add  to  this  melancholy  fact,  that  Typhus  fever,  and  all  diseases  reputed  to  be  contagious, 
are  utterly  inadmissible,  and  that  this  small  hospital  of  30  beds  is  the  only  general  hospital 
for  a population  of  200,000,  besides  one-fourth  of  65,000,  the  population  of  the  city,  how 
pitiable  must  be  the  state  of  public  destitution  of  the  sick  poor  of  that  community  ! 

The  rules  adopted  for  the  management  of  this  charity,  in  August  of  this  year,  appear 
to  be  wisely  constructed  in  most  instances ; but  it  is  rather  remarkable,  that  there  is 
nothing  said  as  to  an  airing  ground  for  convalescents,  although  the  hospital  is  built  on  a 
considerable  area.  There  is  in  fact  no  spot  for  the  patients  to  walk  in,  all  the  space,  not 
covered  by  building,  being,  as  is  always  the  case,  turned  to  the  private  use  of  the  resident 
officers,  who  in  this  case  are,  1,  the  apothecary  with  his  wife  and  family;  2,  the  matron 
(mother  of  the  apothecary.)  There  are  a garden  and  two  walled  courts  or  yards : one  of  the 
latter  occupied  by  rabbits,  the  other  by  fowls.  The  very  unfavourable  influence  which  the 
residence  of  married  officers  within  the  walls  of  medical  charities  never  fails  to  exercise  upon 
their  management,  cannot  be  too  strongly  noticed,  nor  too  rigorously  watched,  if  the  source 
itself  of  the  evil  cannot  be  removed. 

The  plans  for  registering  and  checking  the  orders  for,  and  expenditure  of  diet  and  extra 
allowances,  are  worthy  of  notice,  and  are  due,  we  believe,  to  the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  the 
medical  officers,  assisted  by  their  able  registrar. 

Queen’s  County  Infirmary. 

This  hospital  is  now  very  remarkable  for  the  high  grade  and  striking  importance  of  the 
medical  education  it  affords,  and  for  the  very  superior  tone  of  the  professional  care  devoted 
to  the  sick.  There  is,  however,  but  one  chief  medical  officer,  and  he,  besides  being  both 
physician  and  surgeon,  receives  a salary  as  apothecary  to  the  institution. 

There 
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There  ere  at  present  nine  pupils,  all  apparently  well  educated  young  gentlemen.  Two  of  ,,  “f " ” 
them,  a senior  and  a junior,  So  the  duties  of  the  apothecary  together.  Every  pupil,  when  Memc^l«L,i.r. 
of  a certain  standing,  acts,  in  his  turn,  as  physiciari  s clerk.  Each  has  charge  of  a certain 
number  of  patients,  and  each  patient  is  in  charge  of  some  pupil,  who  attends  to  and  records  j.  r,  Corrie,  esq.,  >i.p. 
his  case  There  is  one  pupil  always  on  guard,  who  does  not  go  out.  „ , . _ , . 

This  is  the  only  county  hospital  at  which  we  found  any  organized  system  of  education  ; Extracts,  t.lass  (A.) 
and  certainly  that  which  we  have  just  examined  here,  with  so  much  satisfaction,  is  highly 

creditable  to  the  physician,  and  must  produce  good  practical  men. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  more  extensive  advantage  is  not  taken  of  the  educational 


facilities  afforded  by  the  pro-nncial  hospitals  in  fliis  ^ 


• both  of  professors  and  pupils  ; for  however  zealous  and  scientific  one  man  may  . 
division  of  labour  which  multiplies  produce,  as  well  in  the  moral  as  the  physical  world. 


Howth  akd  Baldoyle  Bispensahy,  County  Dublin. 


The  physician  was  about  to  resign,  and  had  published  an  advertisement,  without  the 
sanction  of  the  committee  or  treasurer,  inviting  candidates  to  send  in  their  qualifications  to 


the  secretary  The  former  medical  attendant,  he  states,  did  the  same  when  he  resigned. 

Ninety-three  cases  of  small-pox  are  returned  by  the  physician,  m his  printed  report,  for 
the  year  ending  on  tlie  3lst  July  1833,  “ although  vaccination  had  been  resorted  to  at  the 
usual  time.”  Yet,  upon  going  over  his  register  most  carefully  with  him,  m which  eve^ 
name  (829)  is  written  with  his  own  hand,  and  to  every  name  is  appended  a disease,  only 
eighteen  cases  of  small-vox  found.  His  own  remarks  show  that  there  was  no  mistake. 
TLre  is  no  date  to  any  of  the  last  280  names  entered  m the  register,  although  an  occu- 
pation, residence,  age  and  disease  for  each  are  stated  at  full  length.  In  the  report  to  the 
^and  jury  for  1832-1833,  fourteen  deaths  are  stated  to  have  taken  place,  yet  only  three  are 

In  the  courseof  the  above  examination,  it  was  impossible  not  to  be  struck,  first,  with  the 
smallness  of  the  fraction  of  the  income  of  the  chanty  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  sick 
poor  - secondly,  with  the  two  successive  advertisements  of  the  medical  vacancies  (m  the 
present  instance,  without  the  collective  sanction  of  the  committee)  i thirdly,  with  the 
Ltraordinary  discrepancies  between  the  printed  report  drawn  up  by  the  physician,  and  the 
records  of  the  charfty,  from  which  the  facts  of  that  report  are  professed  to  have  been 
extracted:  fourthly,  with  the  highly  culpable  and  unfounded  discredit  attempted  to  be 
fixed  upon  vaccination  as  a preventive  to  small-pox,  calculated  to  cause  extensive  mischief, 
by  weakening  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  that  inestimable  preservative  against  a most 
fatal  disease. 

JULIANSTOWN  DISPENSARY,  CoDNTY  LoUTH. 


The  medicines  are  supplied  by  contract  with  the  subscribers,  since  July  last;  the  con- 
tractor being  allowed  40 1.  per  annum  for  this  station,  and  for  those  presenting  recom- 
mendations at  his  father’s  apothecary’s  shop.  This  dispensary  was  toimded  upon  the 
proposition  of  the  son  of  an  apothecary  residing  four  miles  or  five  miles  off.  He  procured 
Biirty-one  names,  five  or  six  of  whom  at  10  s.  per  annum,  upon  which  a presentment  was 
applied  for,  and  obtained.  , , j • 

Some  aiticles  were  exhibited,  which  had  been  brought  down  ii 


1 a basket  this  morning, 

such  as  sulphat  quiniee,  &c.  _ • -a-  xi.  * i v. 

No  medicine  is  stated  to  be  kept  at  the  other  dispensary.  Upon  visiting  that  place,  how- 
ever, the  dispensary  there  is  found  to  consist  of  a small  old  cupboard,  contmnmg  three  or 
four-bottles,  and  placed  in  the  corner  of  a narrow  room,  m winch  there  is  a bed.  The  rent 
charged  for  this  establishment  is  said  to  be  3l.  per  annum.  The  .chief  applicants  are  the 
inhabitants  of  a common,  who  have  built  themselves  houses,  planted  gardens,  and  prevent 
all  others  from  settling  there.  Should  any  person  attempt  to  build  a cottage,  the  established 
residents  demolish  it  forthwith. 


Foekhill  Dispensary,  County  Armagh. 

The  situation  of  this  charity,  in  a remote  moimtainous  district,  densely  inhabited  by  very 
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small-farmers  holding  from  three  to  ten  or  twenty  acres,  is  paiticulaidy  well-c^culated  to 
render  it  of  great  and  extensive  utility.  There  is  no  medical  man  residing  within  five  miles 
on  any  side  of  it.  It  was  founded  upon  a portion  of  the  charitable  bequest  of  a gentleinan, 
upon  which  also  nine  schools  are  supported  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  this 
extensive  parish.  , . ^ • -j 

The  funds  of  the  charity  being  involved  in  litigation,  the  county  has  given  a grant  m aid 
of  the  dispensaiy,  which,  with  the  private  subscriptions  of  the  resident,  and  most  active 
trustee,  aM  of  other  gentlemen,  makes  the  situation  of  the  medical  superintendent  an 
obiect  worth  the  ambition  of  a regularly  educated  surgeon.  1 1 

The  present  surgeon  is  a licentiate  of  the  Dublin  College,  a young  man  of  considerable 
attainments,  and  performs  the  duties  of  his  situation  in  a manner  inqst  satisf^tory  to  the 
trustees,  highly  useful  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  most  creditable  to  Jimself  His  registei 
is  neatly  and  accurately  kept;  Tiis  phaimacy  is  well  supplied  with  the  best  medicine^ 
orderly,^  clean  and  well  arranged ; his  expenditure  economical.  He  submits  a report 
of  the^  proceedings  of  the  dispensaiy,  every  three  months,  to  the  trustees  of  the  chanty 
who  miet  quarterly  to  ins'^ect  the  schools,  and  audit  the  accounts.  A dinner  is  provided 
for  these  gentlemen  by  a separate  bequest,  left  for  that  pui’pose. 
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The  rector  of  the  parish,  the  resident  trustee,  is  most  active  and  zealous  in  rendering 
the  dispensary  efficient.  Its  benefits  are  not  intended  to  be  confined  to  the  absolutely 
poor  and  destitute.  The  small  farmer,  who  could  not  conveniently  pay  for  good  medical 
advice  brought  from  a distance,  is  permitted  to  participate  fully  in  its  advantages  ; and  thus 
the  charity  fulfils  its  purpose, — that  of  providing  competent  medical  aid  for  all,  where  it 
could  not  otherwise  be  had.  The  county  hospital  is  of  little  or  no  use  to  the  inliabitants  of 
this  remote  district. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  funds  of  the  bequest,  which  amount  to  1,800  Z.  per 
annum,  are  freed  from  litigation,  a small  hospital  of  six  or  eight  beds  will  be  attached  to  the 
dispensary;  and  thus,  without  adding  much  to  the  ammal  expense,  confer  upon  the  sur- 
rounding population  all  the  benefits  which  a county  hospital,  however  well  administered, 
never  dmiises  beyond  a certain  extent. 

Ballinasloe  Dispensary,  County  Galway. 

Although  this  dispensary  has  now  existed  for  more  than  ten  years  (we  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  exact  number),  and  has  been  constantly  under  the  charge  of  tlie 
present  medical  superintendent,  there  was  not  a single  line  of  record  to  be  produced, 
either  as  to  the  patients  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  their  diseases,  their  treatment, 
their  number,  or  the  date  of  their  admission;  no  invoices  of  medicines  purchased;  no 
memoranda  of  visits  made  to  the  sick  poor  at  then- own  dwellings.  In  short,  the  whole  of 
the  medical  business  of  this  charity  appears  to  have  been  at  all  times  carried  on  without 
the  use  of  writing  materials. 

The  very  imperfect  and  reluctant  history  which  the  medical  attendant  gave  to  us  of  this 
establishment,  and  of  himself  as  connected  with  it,  was  remarkable. 

1st.  A document  was  submitted  to  us,  as  having  been  furnished  to  the  grand  jury, 
in  1830,  “as  directed  in  1829.”  That  document  begins  with  the  assertion,  that  there 
were  “ On  the  hoolts,  in  Junuaiy,  1829,  153  cases.”  But  there  are  no  books  in  existence, 
nor  is  there  any  proof  that  such  books  ever  did  exist.  Indeed,  there  is  no  apparent  source 
of  information,  from  which  the  numbers  stated  to  have  been  “ cured,  relieved,  died,”  &c. 
could  then,  or  can  now,  be  taken.  There  are  a few  tickets  of  recommendation  on  a file, 
mostly  signed  by  initials,  from  which  nothing  can  be  collected. 

2d.  It  was  stated,  and  we  noted  it  down  from  dictation,  that  the  salary  of  the  medical 
attendant  is  80/.  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  for  a horse  10/.,  and  house  rent  10/. ; that 
he  orders  the  medicines  from  a Dublin  druggist,  which  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer ; that 
the  dispensary  medicines  are  kept  separately  from  those  of  his  own  apothecary’s  shop.  These 
assertions  were  most  fully  disproved  by  the  treasurer,  who  showed  from  his  book  that  he  has, 
for  some  years,  paid  the  medical  attendant  100/.  per  annum  as  salary,  and  60/.  per  annum  in 
lieu  of  all  charges  for  medicine.  These  are  the  only  two  items  of  expenditure.  The  only 
two  items  of  income  are, — 


Subscriptions  from  four  individuals  annually  - - - £.  74  4 6 

County  annual  (jrrant  ------  74  4 6 


£.  148  9 - 


This  latter  sum,  as  will  be  perceived,  falls  short  of  the  medical  attendant’s  annual  claim  for 
his  dispensary  services  by  11/.  11s.  But  the  treasurer  is  also  treasurer  to  an  esta- 
blishment in  this  town  called  a fever  hospital,  and  the  apothecary,  is  the  sole  medical 
attendant  of  that  charity  also.  Accordingly  we  find  that  23/.  4s.  were  taken  from  the 
funds  of  the  fever  hospital,  in  March  1830,  and  applied,  in  January  1831,  to  liquidate  the 
debt  which  the  dispensary  funds  had  contracted,  as  we  presume,  to  the  attendant  during 
the  two  previous  years,  lie  now  admits  that  he  does  not  keep  the  dispensary  medicines 
quite  separately  from  those  of  his  own  shop.  As  the  annual  160/.  continue  to  be  paid  to 
tile  treasurer  on  account  of  the  dispensary,  and  as  the  subscriptions  have  but  slightly 
increased  since  1831,  when  that  establishment  was  placed  out  of  debt  in  the  manner 
• described,  its  funds  are  again  indebted  to  the  treasurer  in  the  sum  of  19/.  12s.  10 <f. 

There  are  no  regulations,  nor  bye-laws,  nor  rules  of  any  kind,  for  the  government  of  this 
charity;  no  meetings  of  governors  are  ever  held,  at  least  there  are  no  minutes  of 
such  meetings.  None  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  subscribe  to  it,  excepting  the 
rector  and  the  treasurer. 

This  dispensary,  in  itself,  but  more  especially  as  connected  with  the  fever  hospital,  is  a 
strong  example  of  the  utter  carelessness  and  inefficiency  with  which  the  best  intended  public 
charities  are  too  apt  to  be  administered,  when  those  to  whom  they  are  entrusted  are  left 
without  superintendence,  and  relieved  from  responsibility. 

Dunmore  Dispensary,  County  Galway. 

The  following  facts  and  statements  have  been  so  clearly  brought  home  to  our  conviction, 
they  have  been  so  fully  confirmed  by  the  admissions  of  the  chief  medical  officer,  and 
they  leave  so  little  doubt  that  great  abuses  have  existed,  and  still  exist,  in  the  administration 
of  this  charity,  that  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  report  them. 

The  examination  was  conducted  in  presence  of  the  rector  of  the  parish,  and  of  the  head 
of  the  Revenue  police  of  the  station. 

1st.  The  chief  medical  officer  resides  eight  miles  off;  never  comes  to  the  dispensary 

oftener 
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oftener  than  once  a week  (on  Monday),  and  sometimes  not  so  often,  although  in  liis 
written  replies  to  the  queries  of  the  Board  he  states,  under  his  signature,  that  he  comes 
twice  a week.  He  is  set  down  in  a book  shown  to  us  as  the  treasurer’s  book,  eis  receiv- 
ing lOOZ.  per  annum.  There  is  a person  residing  in  tlie  dispensary-house,  who  is  paid  a 
salary  of  with  a free  house  from  the  ftmds,  as  stated  by  the  chief  ofEcei',  and  who  does, 
or  is  supposed  to  do,  his  duty  at  all  other  times  than  those  mentioned.  This  person  is 
acknowledged  never  to  have  passed  any  examination,  nor  even  to  have  completed  the  term 
of  his  apprenticeship  as  an  apothecary’s  pupil ; yet  he  was  recomm.ended  by  the  chief  medical 
officer  himself  to  his  present  employment. 

2d.  The  pharmacy  does  not  contain  the  value  of  3Z.  sterling  of  medicine,  if  a huge  cask 
of  Glauber’s  salts,  and  a quarter-cask  said  to  contain  molasses,  be  excepted.  There  is  no 
opium,  no  tincture  of  opium,  no  tincture  of  any  kind.  The  drawers  are  without  either 
l^els  or  numbers,  and  contain  only  rubbish.  Many  of  the  labelled  bottles  are  empty,  and 
some,  without  label  or  stopper,  contain  destructive  or  poisonous  drugs,  such  as  sulphuric 
acid,  and  corrosive  sublimate.  The  few  medicines  in  the  pharmacy  are  being  spoiled  by 
damp,  yet  there  evidently  has  not  been  a fire,  in  the  chimney  for  months  past,  although 
“ turf  and  lard  ” are  charged  6Z.  10  s.  for  last  year : as  to  the  lard,  there  is  not  a particle  of 
ointment  of  any  kind  to  be  seen. 

The  assistant  keeps  a little  shop  in  another  room  of  the  dispensary-house,  in  which 
he  sells  medicine  for  his  own  profit.  He  was  absent  at  a fair  during  our  visit ; aird  the 
medical  officer  thought  he  recognized  in  his  shop  the  tincture  of  opium  bottle  which  ought 
to  have  been  in  the  dispensary,  but  remarked,  that  as  the  assistant  has  his  private  medicines 
from  the  dispensary  druggist,  he  could  not  be  sure  of  the  feet.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  form  an  idea  of  a medical  establishment  more  miserably  provided,  or  kei^t  in  a more 
slovenly  manner  than  this  dispensary.  There  had  been  a pretty  fair  supply  of  instruments, 
but  the  amputating  case  is  at  present  nearly  if  not  utterly  unserviceable  from  rust,  the 
effects  of  damp  and  want  of  care. 

3.  There  is  a book  kept  as  a registry  of  patients,  diseases,  &c. ; and  at  the  end  of  each 
year  a suramaiy  is  made  out,  such  as  the  following  for  last  year,  to  be  laid  before  the  grand 


jury,  viz. 

Number  cured  - - - 725 

Ditto  relieved  - _ - _ 940 

Results  unknown  - - - - , 195 

Deaths  ------  45 

Remaining  on  books  _ - - 130 

Total  number  of  cases  - - 2,035* 


After  a most  diligent  search,  we  could  not  discover,  nor  could  the  medical  officer  point  out 
any  note  or  observation  fi-om  which  the  elements  of  this  summary  could  have  been  collected. 
The  numbers  set  down,  therefore,  must  have  been  pm-ely  arbitrary,  but  so  ai-ranged  as  to 
form  a total  equal  to  the  number  of  names  in  the  book  for  the  year.  There  were  no  dates, 
either  of  months,  weeks  or  days. 

4.  The  subscriptions  to  this  charity  ai'e  stated  by  the  medical  officer  to  have  been  for  each 
of  the  last  tln-ee  years,  110  Z.  10  s.,  and  oire  item,  “ Subscriptions,”  of  that  amount,  is  entered 
in  what  is  called  the  treasurer’s  book  for  each  of  these  years.  The  treasurer,  as  we  were 
informed,  has  hitherto  made  the  usual  oath,  or  declaration,  to  be  laid  before  the  grand  jury, 
as  to  the  correctness  of  these  amounts ; and  an  equivalent  sum  has  been  regularly  granted 
thereupon  in  aid  of  the  dispensary,  making  the  annual  income  of  that  charity  for  the 
years  stated,  221 Z.  The  sum  of  the  annual  subscriptions,  it  will  be  seen,  has  been 
exactly  the  same.-f-  Yet  several  of  the  subscribers,  as  we  afterwards  found,  had  been 
defaulters ; some  for  three  years,  some  for  two,  some  for  one,  and  some  had  never  paid  at  all. 
But  the  medical  officer  states,  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  making  up  these  deficiencies, 
whatever  they  may  amount  to,  from  his  own  purse,  and  that  he  always  takes  care  that  the 
treasurer  shall  receive  the  full  amount  specified  in  the  declaiution ; taking  upon  himself  the 
risk  of  being  repaid  or  not,  his  advances,  by  the  defaulting  subscribers.  There  was  no 
official  list  of  subscribers  or  governors  in  the  treasurer’s  book,  nor  could  the  medical  officer 
furnish  any  original  list.  He  produced  one,  however,  which  he  said  was  authentic.  Upon 
going  over  this  hst  with  him,  name  by  name,  (amongst  which  are  those  of  two  of  his  brothers 
and  his  own)  he  acknowledged  that  t1ie  deficiencies  of  payment  last  year  amomrted  to  more 
thanSOZ.  It  follows,  therefore,  from  his  own  showing,  that  the  county  of  Galway  was 
assessed  last  year  in  at  least  30Z.  more  than  the  nominal  subscribers  of  the  dispensary 
contributed  to  its  funds ; and  that  he  received  back,  itno-fold,  whatever  money  he  advanced 
to  make  up  these  alleged  deficiencies. 

6.  The  book,  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  charity  are  kept,  called  the  treasurer’s  book, 
is  never  out  of  the  possession  of  the  medical  officer  or  his  assistant.  The  entries  are  made 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  latter,  but  are,  in  some  places,  altered  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
former,  after  the  balance  had  been  struck.  For  instance,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  year 
ended  30  June  1834,  the  item  “medicine,”  charged  in  the  first  entry,  “ 27  Z.  or  29/.  or  22/.” 

is 


“ This  number  does  not  correspond  with  the  replies  sent  in  to  the  Board,  and  printed  in  the 
Supplement. 

+ See  Copy  of  Accounts  in  Report  on  this  dispensary. 
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Report  on  is  altered  by  writing  over  that  sum,  “ 42  Z.  12s.  2d."  At  the  foot  of  this  account,  and  of 
SIedical  Relief,  this  only,  which  is  manifestly  incorrect,  independently  of  the  fact  of  larger  sums  being 

substituted  for  smaller  sums,  there  is  a certificate,  said  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the 

j H^Corri7esQ”si  D treasurer,  certifying  that  the  account  had  been  examined,  and  found  correct.  To  account 

■ ■ for  the  substitutions  alluded  to,  fhe  medical  officer  produced  some  receipts  sigiied  by  the 

E.xtracts,  Class  (B.)  druggist,  which  it  was  alleged  would  amount  to  the  substituted  sum,  by  adding  to  them  2 1,. 

the  amount  of  a gentleman’s  subscription  for  the  year.  But  this  would  evidently  serve  only 
to  render  the  account  still  more  incorrect,  by  charging  against  the  funds  of  the  charity 
a sum  received  for  its  benefit. 

The  charges  entered  in  this  book  appear  to  be  perfectly  arbitrary,  but  shaped  to  square 
. with  the  apparent  income,  two  or  three  pounds,  more  or  less,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Thus,* 
“ Carnage  of  Medicine”  is  charged  for  the  two  years  ended  in  June  1832  and  1833,  at 
12/.  9s.  Qd.,  which,  at  the  rate  of  3s.  per  cwt.,  the  price  paid,  according  to  one  caiman’s 
receipt,  produced  by  him,  for  9 cwt.,  would  show  that  4 tons  and  3 cwt.  of  drugs  had  been 
received  at  the  dispensary  within  the  two  years  mentioned. 

6.  There  are  no  invoices  of  medicines  forthcoming ; there  are  no  rules  nor  regulations ; nO' 
meetings  of  governors  are  ever  held.  Every  thing  connected  with  the  charity  centres  in 
the  medical  attendant,  who  is  in  himself  chief  medical  officer,  collector  of  subscriptions,, 
treasurer  de  facto,  and,  along  with  the  functions  of  these  various  offices,  represents  all  the 
nominal,  with  some  of  those  set  down  as  honafide  subscribers  to  the  Dispensary. 

9th  October,  8|  o’Clock,  a.m. 

The  above  had  been  written  and  concluded,  and  we  were  just  setting  off,  when  the 
medical  officer  called,  bringing  with  him  his  treasurer’s  book,  and  three  invoices  of  medi- 
cine. At  this  interview  he  stated,  that  he  does  not  receive  more  than  30  Z.  or  40/.  of  the 
nominal  annual  subscription  of  110/.,  and  that  of  the  whole  list  of  40  subscribers,  not  more 
thau  four  or  five  individuals  pay. 

In  the  county  of  Galway  we  are  informed  by  a grand  juror  that  the  money  pur- 
porting to  be  the  amount  of  subscriptions  for  the  year,  whether  these  subscriptions  be  lon&. 
fide  contributed  by  the  subscribers  whose  names  are  given  in  as  such,  or  made  up  by  an. 
individual  interested  in  the  concern,  must  be  lodged,  with  the  equivalent  sum  given  by  the 
grand  jury,  in  the  bank  at  Galway,  payable  to  the  orders  of  the  respective  dispensary  com- 
mittees, and  not  to  the  order  of  the  treasurer  only.  But  this  measure  of  precaution  affords 
but  little  or  no  security  against  the  abuses  described  in  the  foregoing  observations,  more  par- 
ticularly in  cases  where  the  patron,  or  the  medical  man,  with  a few  dependents  or  relatives, 
constitute  the  whole  machinery  of  the  institution. 


Killyatt  Dispensary. 


At  the  foot  of  the  yearly  accounts,  which  are  all  in  the  medical  officer’s  handwriting, 
we  find  the  following  form  of  oath,  or  affidavit,  which  he  states  he  has  actually  sworn  to,  at. 
the  suggestion  of  the  treasurer,  at  the  two  last  assizes,  on  which  his  presentments  were 
passed.  A copy,  written  by  the  medical  officer,  is  annexed,  with  other  documents,  to-' 
this  report. 

“ I do  make  oath,  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  that  I have  regu- 

larly attended  the  dispensary  in  my  charge  three  days  in  each  week  within  the  year,  with 
the  exception  of  a very  few  days,  the  greater  number  of  which  I procured  another  medical 
attendant ; and  that  I visited  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  regularly,  all  patients  whom  I 
conceived  required  my  personal  attendance. 

“ Sworn  before  me,  this  27th  dav  of  March  1834. 

“ (signed)  


(signed) 


If  the  taking  of  the  above  oath  were  made  an  indispensable  condition  to  the  obtaining  the 
county  grant,  we  consider  it  highly  vague,  and  tending  to  no  useful  purpose,  but  on  the  cqn- 
traiy,  rather  unfavourable  to  moral  rectitude,  and  that  high  sense  of  honesty  and  truth  which 
ought  to  distinguish  the  medical  man  worthy  of  being  entrusted  with  the  administration  of 
charitable  relief  to  his  suffering  and  destitute  fellow-creatures. 

In  the  printed  ‘‘  Abstract  of  undischarged  Fines,  and  new  Presentments  at  Spring 
Assizes,  1834,  for  the  county  of  Galway,”  we  find  the  following  resolution  : — 

“ Resolved,  That  in  future,  the  treasurer  and  committee  of  dispensaries  be  directed  to  draw 
their  checks  on  the  bank  in  favom-  of  those  persons  only  for  whom  the  money  is  intended,  and 
tliat  eveiy  check  shall  be  signed  by  the  treasurer  and  ffiree  at  least  of  the' committee.” 

If  subscriptions  to  dispensaries  have  been  sometimes  found  to  be  merely  nominal,  as  we 
con.ceive  has  been  pretty  clearly  proved  in  the  Reports,  and  if  the  money  said  to  be  sub- 
scribed be  merely  lent  for  exhibition,  to  procure  real  funds  by  a county  assessment  (and  the 
resolution  quoted  seems  to  bear  out  this  view  of  the  case),  the  precaution  implied  by 
haiang  the  amount  produced  as  subscriptions  to  dispensaries  actually  lodged  in  the  bank, 
with  the  amount  of  the  county  grant,  and  the  whole  afterwards  drawn  for,  in  the  manner 
described,  affords  only  the  appearance  of  protection  against  the  contemplated  abuse.  It 
will  be  obsei-ved  that  the  salaries  given  to  the  medical  officers  of  dispensaries  in  the  county 
of  Galway  are  much  larger  than  those  we  have  met  with  in  the  other  counties  through  which 
we  have  passed.  __ 

Killane. 


* See  Copy  of  Accounts. 
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Killane  Dispensary. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  fit  and  willing  persons  to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  treasurer- 
ship  of  a dispensary,  and  who  reside  near  enough  to  the  institution,  particularly  in  remote 
districts,  to  execute  these  duties  efficiently,  has  rendered  that  office  almost  merely  nominal, 
or  honorary,  in  a great  majority  of  cases  in  this  county.  The  medical  man  generally  keeps 
all  the  accounts  himself,  and  furnishes  a copy  or  abstract  to  his  treasurer,  who  goes  through 
the  necessary  forms  at  the  assizes,  or  grand  jury  meetings. 

Eyrecourt  Dispensary. 

Whether  the  accounts  of  dispensaries  be  kept  by  the  treasurer,  or  by  the  surgeon,  or  by 
the  latter  really,  and  by  the  former  nominally,  which  is  most  frequently  the  case,  we  have 
found,  almost  invariably  of  late,  that  the  druggists’  invoices  and  receipts  produced,  do  not 
tally  with  the  charges  entered  in  the  treasurer’s  book  for  medicines,  say  for  the  three  years 
last  past.  Either  all  or  some  of  the  vouchers  required  had  been  lost  or  mislaid,  or  were  in 
the  hands  of  an  absent  officer  of  the  charity,  or  were  not  preserved,  not  being  thought 
necessary,  after  the  accounts  to  which  they  referred  had  passed  the  grand  jury,  or  the  un- 
connected vouchers  produced  had  been  preserved  by  mere  chance.  Or  the  treasurer  states 
in  explanation,  that  the  surgeon  had  ordered  the  medicines  and  sundries  from  the  druggists 
and  others,  and  produced  the  receipts  of  these  persons  to  him,  when  he  made  the  necessary 
entry  in  his  book,  having, first  given  the  money  to  be  transmitted  or  paid  by  the  medical 
superintendent  who  had  furnished  the  particulars. 

Claranbridge  Dispensary. 

The  pharmacy  is  plentifully  supplied  with  the  very  best  medicines.  We  found  pearl- 
barley  and  rice  here  for  the  first  time  in  an  institution  of  this  class.  These  articles 
should,  in  our  opinion,  be  more  frequently  given  to  the  poor  at  dispensaries.  What  a bless- 
ing would  these  easily-digested  substances  be  to  the  famishing  mother,  who  has  no  other 
food  to  give  to  her  sick  and  half-starved  infant,  than  a morsel  of  lumper  potato,  which 
she  first  carefully  masticates,  and  then  transfers,  medicated  with  her  own  saliva,  to  the 
parching  mouth  of  her  child.  One  of  us  has  witnessed  this  mode  of  feeding  an  infant 
of  the  veiy  tenderest  age,  and  was  informed  that  it  is  veiy  generally  adopted  by  the  poor 
nursing  mother. 

The  medical  attendant  assures  us,  that  no  instance  has  occurred  to  him  of  an  attempt  to 
procure  the  articles  alluded  to  by  false  representations,  or  as  food  for  the  healthy. 

Ardrahan  and  Gort  Dispensary. 

The  present  dispensary  affords  one  more  proof  that  medical  charities  are  generally  ill- 
placed  in  this  country,  and  found  where  they  are  least  required.* 

Where  the  wealthy  and  the  benevolent  reside,  there  medical  men  abound,  and  certainly  in 
such  places  there  is  no  danger  that  the  poor  will  perish  from  want  of  medical  aid.  In 
the  remote  and  poor  district,  if  there  be  a medical  charity  established,  it  is  generally 
little  better  than  nominal,  for  not  only  the  paid  medical  attendant,  but  the  drugs  that 
belong  to  it  by  right,  will  be  found  at  some  distant  point  amongst  the  wealthy,  who  could 
well  spare  both,  because  they  can  command  others  as  good  or  better. 

Private  Dispensary  at  Gort. 

Being  particularly  anxious  to  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  a dispensary  sup- 
ported by  private  subscriptions  exclusively,  and  having  heard  that  such  a charity  existed 
in  this  tow'n,  established  by  the  medical  officer  himself,  we  begged  permission,  and  obtained 
it  most  kindly,  from  that  gentleman,  to  see  his  institution. 

We  found  a very  neat  though  humble  pharmacy,  built  by  the  Doctor  himself,  in  his 
•own  back  court.  It  contained  a very  respectable  supply  of  all  the  most  efficient  and  neces- 
sary medicines.  It  had  been  three  years  established.  He  sees  300  patients  at  least  in 
the  course  of  a year ; and  assures  us  that  his  drugs  do  not  cost  him,  one  year  witix 
another,  quite  16t.  per  annum.  He  prepares  no  medicines  of  any  kind,  but  gets  every 
thing  ready  prepared  from  Dublin.  He  never  gives  medicine  without  a ticket  of  recom- 
mendation, and  sees  fevers  and  other  serious  diseases  at  the  dwelling  of  the  patient.  The 
whole  amount  of  the  funds  for  this  year  does  not  exceed  .30?.,  as  stated  by  tlie  Doctor. 
The  Parish  priest  is  a subscriber. 

Eveiy  thing  seems  to  be  fairly  and  honourably  conducted.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  motive 
to  a contrary  line  of  proceeding.  The  Doctor’s  friends  confide  in  his  integrity  and  skill. 
They  contribute  a certain  amount  annually  for  him  to  dispose  of  as  he  pleases,  on  con- 
dition that  he  will  furnish  medicine  and  advice  to  those  whom  they  recommend.  Here 
charity,  or  friendship,  or  patronage,  or  all  three,  flow  in  a strictly  private  channel,  and  no 
public  authority  can  claim  any  right  to  interrupt  or  question  their  course,  or  the  appli- 
cation of  their  gifts.  But  if  money  levied  off  the  rate-payers  of  the  county  be  destined 
to  be  divided  between  the  poor,  and  those  employed  to  distribute  that  money,  mixed  up 
with  real  or  nominal  private  subscriptions,  and  if  there  be  no  adequate  responsibility,  no 
superintendence,  no  check,  the  consequences  to  the  poor  are  not  difficult  to  foretell. 

BallinaslOb 


* Both  the  phyticiuD  and  the  apothecary  reside  at  a distance  of  five  miles,  where  also  the  medicine 
is  kept. 
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Ballihasloe  Fever  Hospital. 

We  were  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  institution  until  after  we  had  been  some 
time  in  the  town,  the  medical  attendant  not  having  made  any  return  to  the  Queries  of  the 
Board  either  for  the  dispensary  or  the  fever  hospital,  although  he  was,  and  is  still,  sole 
medical  officer  to  both. 

The  fever  hospital  has  existed  since  1828  as  a public  charity,  supported  by  the  county. 
In  that  year  the  grand  jury  granted,  and  the  treasurer  received  198Z.,  being  double  the 
amount  of  the  subscription  sworn  to,  viz.  99Z.,  * which  gave  a fond  of  297/.  at  once  for 
its  maintenance. 

The  house  consists  of  a cottage  rented  at  14/.  per  annum,  and  contains  two  wards  on 
the  ground  floor,  holding  each  four  beds,  and  one  small  ward  on  a boarded  loft,  extend- 
ing over  about  one  third  of  the  cottage,  holding  two  or  three  beds.  There  are  besides 
a small  kitchen  and  two  small  rooms  for  the  nurse  and  her  family.  The  cottage  is  at 
this  moment  in  a very  ruinous  state.  The  floor  of  the  loft  ward  is  falling  to  pieces.  One 
of  the  walls  is  cracked,  and  the  thatch  lets  in  the  rain  in  some  places.  The  bedding  is 
damaged,  worn  out,  and  much  reduced  from  its  original  quantity. 

There  are  at  present  thi-ee  patients  in  the  house ; viz. 

1.  A woman  who  has  been  living  in  the  house  on  the  funds  of  the  hospital,  now  six 
years,  with  an  interval  of  about  five  or  six  months,  when  she  was  sent  to  the  sea-coast 
at  the  expense  of  the  funds.  She  labours  under  a cutaneous  disease,  suspected  to  have 
been  originally  syphilitic,  aggravated  by  an  imprudent  use  of  mercury. 

2.  A youth  labouring  under  dropsy.  He  has  been  in  the  house  about  five  or  six 
weeks. 

3.  A man  said  to  be  in  low  fever. 


There  is  no  written  evidence,  either  in  the  shape  of  register,  prescription,  diet-roll  or 
memorandum  of  any  kind,  that  any  other  than  the  three  patients  just  enumerated,  had 
ever  been  admitted  into  or  treated  in  this  hospital,  nor  indeed  is  there  any  written 
record  to  be  found  connected  with  these  individuals  as  patients  The  medical  officer,  upon 
being  asked  how  many  persons  he  thought,  or  could  guess,  had  been  .treated  in  this 
hospital  during  the  last  twelve  months,  stated,  after  a great  deal  of  vague  conjecture, 
that  40  persons  at  least  had  been  admitted.  But  upon  examining  the  account  kept  by 
the  nurse,  of  the  milk  and  bread  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  patients  by  her,  it  appeared, 
and  was  admitted  by  the  medical  officer,  that  for  the  last  two  years  she  never  had  more 
than  three,  seldom  more  than  two  patients,  of  which  number  the  syphilitic  woman  was 
always  one,  and  that  this  woman  was  sometimes  the  only  patient.  The  nurse  also  stated 
that  each  patient  generally  remained  in  the  hospital  about  six  weeks. 

The  diet  consists  of  Milk  - - - - - 2 quarts  "i 

j,  Bread  _ - - - 2 pennyworth  j.  Daily. 

„ Oatmeal  - - - - 1 pint  J 


The  nurse  is  allowed  6 s.  per  week,  without  food.  She  washes  for  the  patients,  and 
charges  but  is.  8{/.  per  month  for  soap  and  candles.  She  often  sits  up  with  patients  who 
are  very  ill,  for  several  nights  in  succession. 

There  is  no  medicine  kept  in  this  hospital,  although  it  is  a considerable  distance,  say 
half  a mile  from  the  medical  officer’s  house.  We  have  not  been  able  to  learn  exactly  how 
the  prescribing  department  is  managed,  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  there  is  nothing  written 
to  be  seen. 

The  nurse  states,  that  four  persons  have  died  here  since  Christmas  but  these  deaths 
have  not  been  recorded.  Some  cholera  patients  were  treated  here  during  the  local  epi- 
demic, and  several  deaths  occurred,  but  no  account  can  be  obtained  of  the  number  of 
deaths,  recoveries  or  admissions.  These  patients  were  supported  from  a separate  fond. 
This  is  stated  to  have  been  the  only  cholera  hospital  in  Ballinasloe;  there  is  only  one 
medical  attendant.  We  could  not  see  enough  of  the  treasurer  to  ascertain  whether  this 
fever  hospital  has  had  any  other  grant  from  the  county  than  that  received  in  1828.  From 
his  books,  however,  which  he  was  kind  enough  to  place  at  our  disposal,  we  perceive  that- 
the  expenditure  up  to  March  1832  nearly  equalled  the  original  funds,  viz.  297  /. ; that  the 
outlay  from  that  period  to  December  of  the  same  year  was  about  90  /. ; but  as  no  entry 
has  been  made  since,  we  cannot  judge  how  the  funds  of  this  hospital  stand  at  present. 

The  very  name  of  fever  hospital  generally  acts  as  a bar  in  this  country  against  all 
superintendence,  even  of  those  who  are  most  zealous  and  most  liberal  in  their  support. 
The  immediate  charge,  therefore,  of  these  institutions,  should  always  be  given  to  persons 
of  known  humanity  and  conscientious  feelings  ; but  above  all  things,  the  most  precise  and 
ample  written  details  of  their  internal  government  and  discipline  should  be  insisted  upon 
and  enforced.  The  absence  or  gross  neglect  of  records  to  show  that  they  had  been  ade- 
quately and  efficiently  managed,  should  for  ever  disqualify  the  medical  superintendent  from, 
as  it  would  assuredly  prove  him  to  be  unworthy  of  being  entrusted  with  so  important  a 
charge. 

Galway  Fever  Hospital. 


This  establishment  does  infinite  credit  to  the  philanthropy,  professional  zeal,  and  eminent 
sanitary  experience  of  the  medical  officer  of  this  town,  late  a distinguished  military 

physician 


* See  Act  of  Parliament. 
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physician  and  surgeon.  To  his  unpaid  and  purely  gratuitous  services,  Galway  is  indebted,  if  not 
for  the  very  founding  of  this  admirable  charity,  certainly  for  its  continuance,  and  for  all  the 
good  it  has  done  during  the  last  eight  or  ten  years.  The  building,  which  was  erected  for 
fts  present  purpose,  originated  in  the  deplorable  want  of  such  an  institution,  felt  by  all, 
during  the  terrible  epidemic  of  typhus  fever  in  1817.  It  contains  four  wards  upon  two 
floors  In  each  of  three  of  the  wards  there  are  twelve  beds,  and  in  the  fourth  teniieds,  all 
occupied.  Every  thing  about  this  little  hospital,  although  plain  and  economical,  is  clean 
and  wholesome-looking.  But  the  poverty  of  the  building  fund  has  caused  a sad  deficiency 
of  out-offices.  There  is  no  turf-house  nor  dead-house. 

The  accounts  of  daily  expenditure  of  diet,  and  of  the  quantity  and  amount  of  extra 
comforts  allowed  to  the  sick,  are  kept  with  great  exactitude,  and  are  highly  satisfactory.  If 
less  than  the  standing  diet  be  consumed,  less  is  charged,  but  never  more  ; as  an  example, 
in  1833  there  were  admitted,  fed  and  treated  in  this  hospital  253  patients,  at  the  cost,  for 
the  whole,  of  37U  7 9 

Deduct  Salaries  and  Wages  for  the  year  - - 156  7 6 

Amount  actually  consumed  by  Patients  - - 214  - 3 


Expense  of  each  Patient,  excluding  Salaries  - - - 16  11 

The  only  circumstance  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  charity  which  under  any 
change  of  officers  could  be  remarked  upon,  is,  that  the  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of 
the  Simmittee  appointed  by  them  are  irregular,  and  therefore  that  the  vouchers  for  the_ 
subsistence  expenditure  are  not  duly  and  publicly  examined.  But  under  the  vigilant  eye  of 
the  president  of  the  hospital  committee,  this  is  of  little  consequence,  however  wrong 
the  principle  might  be  under  a less  zealous  and  less  able  surveillance. 

This  charity  was  found  to  be  of  signal  service  in  the  cholera  of  1832,  and  in  return  had  a 
large  accession  to  its  present  stock  of  bedding  from  the  cholera  funds. 


Armagh  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

We  remarked  a very  striking  want  of  employment,  more  particularly  amongst  the  male 
patients.  They  sat  or  moped  about  in  their  day  rooms  ; in  one  of  which  there  were  twelve, 
m another  seventeen,  and  in  another  fifteen,  in  every  stage  of  muttering,  restless  idiotcy, 
isolated,  melancholy  and  raving,  unquiet  lunacy  ; without  a single  object  being  present  to 
attract  attention,  or  bring  into  exercise  any  gleam  of  reason  whicli  might  be  returning  to  the 
diseased  mind  of  the  individual.  It  is  true  that  the  state  of  the  weather  prevented  these 
wretched  persons  from  being  employed  on  the  farm,  but  surely,  in  a disease,  for  the 
successful  treatment  of  which  occupation  is  proved  to  be,  fer  above  all  other  plans,  the  most 
essential,  such  employment  should  be  provided  for  lunatics  both  within  alid  without  doois, 
as  would  engage  their  attention,  and  assist  them  in  combining  their  thoughts.  There  are 
few,  if  any,  lunatics  not  requiring  personal  restraint,  who  are  not  capable  of  performing  .some 
work,  more  or  less  useful  and  profitable.  * 

There  ai-e  at  present  120  lunatics  and  idiots  in  the  asylum,  of  whom  the  manager 
considers  only  17  curable,  and  103  incurable.  There  are  but  two  beds  vacant,  one  of 
which  by  a death.  If  this  state  of  things  be  not  remedied,  the  asylum  is  likely  to  become 
within  a very  short  time  utterly  useless,  as  far  as  regards  the  objects  for  which  it  was  esta- 
blished ; viz.  the  treatment  and  restoration  to  sanity  of  curable  pauper  lunatics.  Either 
hospitals  for  incurable  cases  of  that  class  must  be  established,  or  the  present  asylums  will 
inevitably  become  devoted  to  that  purpose  alone,  if  the  manager’s  statement  (assented  to 
by  the  governors  present)  he  correct,  that  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  friends  of 
the  lunatic  to  take  him  away  when  required,  are  in  most  cases  found  to  be  of  no  avail. 

The  mannerin  which  the  expenses  of  this  establishment,  and  the  specific  application  of  its 
resources,  are  accounted  for,  might  in  our  opinion  be  more  satisfactory.  No  credit  is  given 
for,  nor  is  any  account  submitted  to  the  board  of  diiectors  of,  the  produce  of  the  labour  of 
the  lunatics,  unless  some  portion  of  that  produce  shall  have  been  sold.  The  only  account 
furnished  on  these  subjects,  is  the  charge  for  the  raw  material,  for  garden  and  agricultural 
seeds  and  implements,  &c.  To  the  apparent  public  expense,  therefore,  of 
clothing  these  persons,  must  be  added  the  amount  which  the  articles  manufactured  by 
selves,  and  the  produce’  of  the  farm  and  garden  which  they  exclusively  cultivate,  would 
fetch,  if  sold  in  the  market.  The  grounds  belonging  to  the  institution  consist  of  three  acres 
of  grass-lawn,  two  acres  of  walled  garden  richly  cropped  with  vegetables  and  fruit,  eight 
acres  of  farm,  producing  potatoes,  corn,  &c.,  with  an  extensive  yard  and  piggery,  containing 
nine  large  pigs,  a cow,  horse,  geese,  turkeys,  &c.,  the  private  property  of  the  manager. 
The  yard  abuts  upon  the  centre  back  front  of  the  building.  Although  the  whole  has  very 
much  the  air  of  a farm  cultivated  at  the  public  expense  for  the  benefit  of  an  individual,  yet 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  manager,  who  seems  to  enjoy  the  full  confidence  of  the 
governors,  applies  a fair  proportion  of  the  produce  to  the  support  of  the  lunatics  ; but  this 
should  appear  in  his  accounts  with  the  Board  ; and  we  are  the  more  surprised  that  it  does 
not,  as  he  keeps  a book  relating  to  the  garden  and  farm,  from.which  some  of  the  items  might 
be  collected.  m 


• The  only  employments  provided  for  males  in  this  asylum,  are  field  or  garden  labour,  weaving 
six  or  eight,  and  slone-breaking,  but  we  could  discover  no  recent  traces  of  tbe  last-mentioned  kind  ol 
work. 
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The  medical  officer  keeps  all  the  accounts  of  the  asylum  himself,  and  is  the  only  clerk  con- 
nected with  the  establishment ; writing  alone,  therefore,  must  occupy  much  of  his  time. 

Ennis  House  op  Industry  and  Mendicity. 

This  institution  merits,  in  our  opinion,  particular  attention.  It  is  established  on  the  same 
tenement  as  the  county  infirmary,  and  was  formerly  a lunatic  asylum.  The  income  for 
last  year,  ending  January  1834,  was  630Z.  2s.  lOcZ.  A large  portion  of  which  consists 
of  a grant  from  the  county  rates. 

There  were  fed  within  the  walls,  on  Friday,  October  31,  1834,  viz : — 


Men.  1 

Women. 

Boji.  j 

Girls. 

59 

101 

31 

16 

Whoever  is  found  by  the  proper  officers  begging,  and  destitute  of  the  means  or  ability  to 
procure  food,  is  fed.  Claims  for  admission  as  a permanent  inmate  are  closely  examined. 

The  scale  of  diet  is  sufficiently  ample ; nearly  equal  to  the  mixed  diet  of  the  gaols  : — 
lOoz.  of  oaten  meal  made  into  stir-about  weighed  3^  lbs.  This  was  the  allowance  for  break- 
fast for  two  boys,  with  milk. 

We  saw  eight  old  men  in  the  incurable  ward,  all  bed-ridden,  all  above  80  years  of  age. 
Every  thing  around  them  was  clean  and  wholesome,  as  were  all  the  other  wards,  dormi- 
tories, and  day-rooms.  There  is  a dry  and  comfortable  garden  for  the  inmates  to  walk  in, 
with  seats  enough  for  all.  They  have  unrestricted  access- to  this  garden,  which  was  lately 
rescued  from  the  usurped  exclusive  occupation  of  the  late  county  surgeon,  who  was  also 
surgeon  to  the  house  of  industry. 

Upon  a strict  review  of  all  the  inmates  out  of  bed,  in  the  garden,  we  found  that  the 
claims  of  six  or  eight  to  be  fed  at  the  public  expense,  might  be  very  fairly  questioned  but, 
in  general,  the  selection  had  been  made  with  sound  discrimination.  One  man  complained 
loudly  that  his  allowance  of  food  was  not  sufficient.  To  this  one  of  us  replied,  that  most 
probably  the  governors  would  not  object  to  his  quitting  the  establishment.  He  would  not 
like,  he  said  to  go  out,  for  he  was  nearly  blind ; this  we  nad  already  observed. 

Tiiis  institution,  reflecting  honour  upon  the  town  and  the  county  in  which  it  is  situated,  and 
most  highly  creditable  to  every  individual  connected  with  its  management,  is  approaching, 
if  it  has  not  already  touched,  that  dangerous  point,  when  the  cunning,  lying  idler  will  exert 
all  his  ingenuity  to  get  into  it,  or  to  keep  in  when  he  ought  to  be  turned  out  to  make  room 
for  a lit  object.  The  printed  statement  of  expenses  is  most  striking,  and  the  mode  in  which 
the  accounts  are  kept  is  highly  deserving  of  imitation,  as  well  as  the  system  of  management, 
by  which  the  expenditure  and  receipt  of  provisions  are  checked. 

This  is  the  only  instance  in  which  we  have  seen  realized  an  hospital  for  the  sick 
curable  and  incurable  poor,  united  with  a refuge  for  the  starving  impotent ; all  within 
one  enclosure,  and  under  one  system  of  administration  ; the  accounts  kept  by  the  same 

Serson.  Well  may  the  humane  authorities  call  attention  to  the  effects  of  the  “ unnatural 
iet”  of  the  poor.  They  have  shown  how  cheaply  wholesome  food  may  be  substituted, 
when  there  is  integrity  and  attention  enough  applied  to  the  management  of  the  funds. 
The  county  grant  makes  this,  in  principle,  an  English  workhouse,  or  poor-house,  or  both 
combined.  The  streets  are  free  from  beggars,  and  from  the  disgusting  exposure  of  frightful 
diseases  exhibited  to  excite  pity  ; whilst  the  public-spirited  inhabitants  of  that  enlightened 
town  have  established,  and  have  now  actually  in  operation,  a system  of  public  relief  to  the 
starving  impotent  poor,  which  would  prove  a blessing  to  the  country,  and  an  honour  to 
humanity,  if  generally  adopted,  and  equally  well  administered  in  all  other  districts.* 


• “ The  number  of  persons  fed  each  day  for  the  last  five  months,  at  the  House  of  Industry  and  Men- 
dicity, averaging  195  persons,  at  an  expense  for  diet  of  i|rf.  per  day,  allowing  for  cooking,  fuel,  soap 
and  candles,  straw,  new  furniture,  clothing,  bedding,  building  and  repairs,  contingencies,  salaries  and 
wages,  at  an  average  of  Jd.  each,  making  in  gross  for  maintenance,  &c.  2|d.  per  diem  each.” 
Dietary:  — 

Breakfast’.  Grown  Males  and  Females,  Meal,  Bounces;  Milk,  1 pint,  Irish  measure. — Children^ 
5 ounces  Meal ; i iiaggin  Milk. 

Dinner:  Grown  Males  and  Females,  Potatoes,  ej  pounds ; Milk,  l pint  Irish. — Children  under  to 
years,  Potatoes,  2i  pounds  ; Milk,  1 iiaggin. 

It  is  rather  curious,  as  bearing  upon  the  very  striking  superiority  of  the  food,  lodging,  clothing  and 
temperature  now  afibvded  by  gaols  and  houses  of  industry  in  Ireland,  compared  with  those  of  the 
wretched  peasant  in  his  own  miserable  wigwam,  that  the  annual  number  of  prisoners  which  have 
passed  through  the  county  gaol,  has  increased  within  six  yeais  from  403,  which  it  was  in  1827, 
to  723,  who  found  a comfortable  lodging  there  during  the  last  year.  With  the  exception  of  restraint  as  to 
locality,  there  is  no  class  of  His  Majesty’s  subjects  whose  health  and  indispensable  wants  are  more 
judiciously,  carefully  and  successfully  attended  to,  than  those  of  the  inmates  of  Ennis  gaol,  which,  by 
the  way, is  quite  a model  of  cleanliness,  wholesomeness  and  mild  discipline. 
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Appendix  (B.)  14]  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  from  tie  COMMISSIONERS  /or  inquiring 

MnmS  E°™.  I— Infirrmrms. 

Infirmaries  were  first  established  m Ireland  by  an  Act  of  the  5th  and  6th  Geo.  III., 

Sect.i.  intituled,  “ An  Act  for  establishing  Infirmaries  or  ISospitals  eleven  additional  Acts  have 
An  act  foi-  erecting  been  passed  to  amend  this  Act.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  mention  here  what  new  powers 
and  establishing  were  obtained  by  each  of  these  latter  Acts  ; suffice  it  to  state  what  the  laws  for  establishino- 
Public  Infinnaries  and  supporting  these  charities  now  are.  And,  1st.  For  establishins;  a county  infirmary,  i. 
Hospitals  in  this  for  erecting  the  building  : — 

^^°iecr‘i  (h  \ purpose  a voluntary  subscription  must  be  first  raised  to  the  amount  of  at  least 

Establisffinent  500  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may  then  direct  tlie  treasury  to  give  a sum  not  exceeding 
1,600  /.,  provided  the  infirmary  in  question  is  to  be  erected  at  a distance  not  less  than  ten. 
miles  from  any  previously  existing  infirmary.  There  is  no  power  to  raise  money  by  rate  on 
the  county  for  building  an  infirmary. 

Sect.  1.  (c.)  2d.  For  supporting  a county  infirmary,  it  is  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  grand 

auppon.  jury  of  each  and  every  county  in  Ireland  to  present  a sum  not  exceeding  600 1?.  in  the  year 

in  addition  to  100^.  to  be  paid  by  the  treasury  to  the  surgeon  of  the  charity.  This  income 
is  increased  by  voluntary  donations  and  subscriptions,  and  by  fines  at  petty  sessions, 
anagement.  The  management  is  vested  in  the  primate,  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  the  rector  or  vicar  of 

the  parish  in  which  the  charity  is  situated  {these  are  governors  ex  officio),  together  witli 
donors  of  21 1.,  and  annual  subscribers  of  3 1.  3s.  A corporation  is  thus  formed,  in  which  all 
direction,  &c.  is  vested ; by  it  the  officers  are  elected,  bye-laws  passed,  and  each  individual 
of  it,  and  no  other,  has  the  power  of  granting  tickets  of  admission. 

Sect.  I.  ((/.)  By  46th  Geo.  III.  c.  96,  a power  is  vested  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  direct  county 
inspection.  hospitals  and  infirmaries  to  be  visited  and  reported  upon  from  time  to  time  : and  the 

morfpff  t n®  General  Board  of  Health,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  addressed 
Queries  to  the  managers  of  county  hospitals,  and  printed,  in  1829  and  1831,  Reports  on  the 
Vika  for  tbe  reb-rf  infirmaries  of  Ireland.^  These  contained,  besides  much  other  valuable  matter, 

of  the  poor  and  the  strong  recommendations  relative  to  the  introduction  of  one  general  system  for  regulating 
management  of  consumption  of  provisions  at  these  charities,  in  order  “ that  the  average  expense  of 

Infirmaries  and  simporting-  one  patient  for  one  day  in  each  hospital  might  be  ascertained  with  the  exactness 
Hospitalsinlreland.  }''u*ch  its  importance  demands.”  It  does  not  appear  that  any  steps  have  been  since  taken 
m consequence  of  these  Reports. 

A infinnary,  supported  by  a county  rate,  is  established  in 

extEf  c,.Mn?r  accommodation  afforded,  i.  e.  the  number  of  beds,  is  not  in  any 

with  determinate  proportion  to  the  population  of  tlie  county ; for  example,  a fixed  number  for 

" «eryl0  000  ml»b.tentx,&c  , 

Sect.  3.  , situation  has  been  usually  deteinmned  by  that  of  the  county  or  assize  town  ; hence 

Situation.  hospital,  instead  of  being  central,  is  frequently  placed  at  the  verge  of  the  county ; in  the 

spot  therefore  least  convenient  for  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants.*  But  supposino-  the 
situation  the  best  possible,  and  the  accommodation  adequate,  the  charity  would  still  be  of 
no  great  seivice  to  the  bulk  of  the_  people.  A population  at  a distance  exceeding  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  from  an  hospital  for  accidents  and  acute  cases,  receives  very  little  benefit  from 
it.  Delay  and  motion  are  obstacles  of  the  most  serious  nature,  often  such  as  cannot 
practically  be  overcome.  There  is  another  circumstance  not  to  be  overlooked ; the 
repugnance  which  still  unfortunately  exists  against  going  into  an  hospital  at  all ; a feelino-' 
which  has  irresistible  force  when  the  hospital  is  at  such  a distance  as  to  render  frequeiU 
communications  with  relatives  impossible.  ^ 

Sect.  4.  hospitals  have  not  been  built  according  to  any  general  plan:  tlie  earliest  esta- 

Buildings.  bhshed  were  m seme  instances  placed  in,  and  still  occupy,  buildings  intended  for  other  pur- 

poses, and  contain  small,  ill-ventilated,  inconvenient  wards.f  Of  late  years,  however,  several 
very  handsome  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  on  excellent  principles  yet  in  one  of 
the  most  recently  opened,  a very  large  portion  has  been  appropriated  for  the  residence  of  the 
chief  medical  officer  an  airangement  respecting  which  much  difference  of  opinion  may 
arise,  whether  the  chief  medical  attendant,  or  indeed  any  officer  with  a family  and  servants 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  reside  within  the  walls  of  the  hospital.  ’ 

Grounds.  To  most  of  these  charities,  from  a few  roods  to  two  or  more  acres  of  land  are  attached 

not  occupied  however  according  to  any  general  regulations,  part  being  usually  cultivated 
as  a kitchen  garden,  and  the  remainder  given  up  to  the  resident  medical  officer ; very  little 

Sect.  5.  the  use  of  the  convalescent  patients.  The  chief  medical  officers  must  be  licentiates 

Medical  Officers.  -^oual  College  ot  Surgeons,  Ireland;  generally  there  is  only  one,  who  may  undertake  in 

addition  the  d.uties  of  the  apothecary,  and  reside  within  the  walls.  A more  recent  and  im- 
proved plan  is  to  have  several  non-resident  surgeons  and  one  resident  unmarried  house 
su^eon  and  apothecary.  - 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  fixed  by  the  Act  for  the  chief  medical  officer  is  100/.  Irish  currency,but  heahnost 

Payment.  invariably  holds  some  other  appointment  at  about  the  same  salary ; ||  viz.  medical  attendant  to 

the  gaol  or  lunatic  asylum,  perhaps  to  both.  At  those  hospitals  to  which  there  are  several 
medical  officers  of  equal  rank  attached,  the  salary  is  equally  divided  amono-  them. 

Sect  7.  election  of  all  the  officers  is  vested  in  the  corporation;  the  county  grand  jury  have 

Election.  , 

Sect.  8.  At  all  the  hospitals  we  inspected,  the  registry  department  appeared  to  be  well  and  accu- 

Registi-ation.  rately  kept,  and  to  afford  correct  data  from  which  the  average  expense  per  annum  of  one 

bed  might  be  calculated. 


Sect.  I.  ((/.) 
Inspection. 


Sect.  2. 
Population  and 
extent  of  country 
with  respect  to 
infirmaries. 

Sect.  3. 
Situation. 


Sect.  4, 
Buildings. 


Sect.  6. 
Payment. 


* See  Reports  on  Louth,  Down,  Antrim  and  Galway  Infirmaries, 
t Tyrone  County  Infirmary. 

I Down,  Londonderry,  Cavan,  Clare,  Limerick. 

§ County  Down  Infirmary. 

]j  Clare,  Limerick  County  and  City  Infirmaries. 
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Any  member  of  the  corporation  may  give  a ticket  of  admission  to  any  poor  sick  person  in 
the  county ; accidents,  provided  they  occur  in  the  county,  are  admitted  immediately  on  ap- 
plication without  a ticket. 

Under  the  present  system,  many  cases  of  a very  chronic  nature  are  admitted,  and  the 
hospital  thus  rendered  little  belter  than  a poor-house,  beds  being  for  a length  of  time  occu- 
pied by  individuals  who  would  do  equally  well  in  a poor-house  or  at  home,  whilst  a succession 
of  persons  suffering  from  acute  diseases,  and  to  whose  cases  immediate  attention  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  are  excluded  from  want  of  accommodation.* 

It  is  the  custom  at  almost  all  infirmaries  to  give  advice  and  medicine  to  extern  patients, 
but  not  to  pay  domiciliary  visits. 

We  always  observed  that  an  ample  supply  was  provided  of  good  food,  and  of  such  articles 
as  are  usually  denominated  extras. 

The  regulations  and  arj-angements  for  serving  out  the  daily  ordinary  diets  are  in  many 
instances  defective  but  to  these  the  strictest  attention  ought  always  to  be  paid,  otherwise  the 
public  can  never  feel  sure  that  the  institution  is  economically  and  justly  conducted. 

Most  of  the  cmmty  hospitals  which  we  visited  are  admirably  calculated  for  affording 
good  surgical  and  medical  instruction ; this  is  but  rarely  given;  we  cannot  help,  however, 
particularizing  one  instance.  A system  has  been  established  at  Maryborough,  which 
appears  admirably  calculated  to  produce  the  desired  effects. 

In  most  counties  are  found  one  or  two  gentlemen  (belonging  to  the  infirmary  corporation) 
who  devote  great  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  charity. 

The  treasurer  is  responsible,  and  gives  an  annual  account  of  the  suras  received  by  him ; 
but  we  did  not  always  find  in  operation  that  system  of  management  which  is  the  most  likely 
to  ensure  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  to  the  greatest  possible  advantage.  It  is  one  (and  a 
comparatively  easy)  thing  to  guard  against  embezzlement,  another  (and  a much  more  diffi- 
cult) thing  to  have  the  funds  laid  out  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  amount  of  good.  A great 
deal  towards  effecting  this  latter  object  might  be  done  by  introducing  into  the  management 
of  civil  hospitals,  one  general  system  with  graduated  responsibility  and  regular  inspection, 
such  as  exists,  and  has  been  found  so  advantageous,  in  the  army  hospital  department. 

Chap.  II. — Dispensaries. 

Sir  D.  Barry  and  Dr.  Corrie,  after  a careful  infection  of  nearly  100  dispensaries,  distinct 
Reports  on  each  of  which  are  already  before  the  Board,  beg  to  submit  the  following  general 
observations. 

These  remarks  will  be  best  introduced  by  a very  brief  notice  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament 
relative  to  these  charities.  Dispensaries  are  first  mentioned  in  an  Act  of  the  doth  of  George 
the  Third,  intituled,  “ An  Act  for  establishing  Public  Infirmaries  in  Ireland and  it  is 
therein  enacted  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  grand  jury  to  grant  a sum  of  money  “ for 
establishing  a dispensary”  j:  equal  to  a subscribed  sum,  the  whole  to  be  expended  in  afford- 
ing medic^  relief  to  the  sick  poor,  and  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  infirmary  cor- 
poration, together  with  subscribers  of  not  less  than  one  guinea. 

2d.  By  an  Act  58  George  the  Third,  c.  47,  the  entire  management  is  vested  in  the 
said  guinea  subscribers  alone,  not  conjointly  with  the  infirmary  corporation;  and  the  sum 
or  sums  received  are  to  be  applied  under  their  direction,  or  such  committee  of  them,  not 
fewer  in  number  than  five,  as  they  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose.  The  presentment  must 
be  paid  to  the  dispensary  treasurer,  who  must  account  to  the  grand  jury  half-yearly  for  the 
whole  sum  expended. 

3d.  Dispensaries  are  again  mentioned  in  an  Act  3d  of  George  the  Fourth,  which,  in  con- 
sequence of  a doubt  that  nad  previously  existed,  enacts  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  grand 
juries,  “ term”  as  well  as  “ assize,”  to  grant  a presentment.  In  no  other  Act  do  we  find 
mention  made  of  these  charities. 

1st.  The  Acts,  therefore,  only  legalize  the  presentment ; there  is  no  clause  which  compels  the 
grand  jury  to  present  any  sum,  and  though  the  sum  presented  is  generally  equal  to  the  sum 
subscribed,  there  are  many  cases  in  which  it  is  less. 

2d.  The  entire  direction  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of  not  less  than  one  guinea,  who  may 
pass  bye-laws,  &c.,  for  the  regulation  of  the  dispensary ; but  they  are  not  called  upon  to 
frame  any;  and  where  bye-laws  are  passed,  however  judicious,  there  is  no  person  whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  that  they  are  properly  attended  to. 

3d.  The  grand  jury  cannot  directly  interfere  in  the  management  of  a dispensary;  but  by 
diminishing  or  refusing  a presentment,  it  exercises  an  indirect  control,  and  in  some  counties 
enforces  a compliance  with  a few  general  regulations. 

It  is,  however,  most  important  to  recollect  that  though  the  diminishing  or  withdrawing  of  the 
funds  may  inconvenience  the  parties  really  to  blame,  it  is  the  sick  poor,  who  have  been,  it 
is  supposed,  already  wrongfully  used,  who  must  necessarily  be  the  severest  sufferers. 

1.  Our  inquiries  on  these'  particulai-s  could  not  often  be  answered  with  any  exacliiess ; 
frequently  neither  the  medical  officer  nor  the  governors  present  could  give  us  any  accurate  in- 
formation thereon : the  greatest  diversity,  however,  in  both  respects  exists ; and  examples  are 
reported  of  districts  containing  20,000  inhabitants,  others  only  9,000  or  10,000 ; § and  a 

population 
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“ Tyrone  Infirmary.  x 

t Queen’s  County,  Monaghan,  Tyrone. 

J N.  B.  The  Act  does  not  define  what  is  meant  by  a dispensary. 

J Seagoe  Dispensary,  County  -Armagh,  7,000  inhabitants;  Banbtidge  Dispensary,  County  Down, 
40,000. 
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Report  on  population  varying  between  these  extremes  is  found  dispersed  over  a district,  in  some  in- 
Medical  Relief,  stances,  more  than  16  miles  in  diameter,  in  other  instances  not  more  than  eight  or  ten. 

The  larger  districts  have  not  been  divided,  it  having  been  found  impossible  to  procure  any 

Sir  D.  Barry,  3i.d.  augmentation  of  the  funds,  and  they  being  barely  sufEcieiit  to  support  one  establishment. 

3.  R.  Corrxe,  esq.,M.D.  gentlemen  whom  we  had  the  honour  of  meeting,  and  who  had  paid  some  attention 

Pvtprrt'^n.mirv  to  the  Subject,  thought  that  with  a rural  population  such  as,  on  an  average,  Ireland  pos- 
sesses,  a dispensary  district  should  not  have  a diameter  of  more  than  six  or  eight  miles ; 
others’  thought  that  one  with  a diameter  of  ten  miles  was  not  too  large  to  place  under  the 
care  of  one  medical  officer  the  engagement  being,  as  now,  that  he  should,  when  called 
upon,  visit  any  part  of  his  district  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  -u  • c 

Sect.  3.  We  do  not  find  the  number  of  dispensaries  in  a county  to  be  proportionate  to  the  size  of 

Number  and'  the  county,  nor  is  the  situation  determined  by  that  of  the  population.  These  two  important 

Situation.  circumstances  depend  upon  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  subscribers.  We  are  not  awar^ 

however,  of  any  county  in  which  dispensaries  are  too  numerous,]-  neither  did  we  meet  with 
any  instance  of  a dispensary  not  having  an  adequate  population  dependmg  upon  it ; but 
examples  of  the  contrary  are  too  easily  found. 

There  are  many  extensive  districts,  some  of  them  containing  considerable  towns,  in 
which  there  is  no  public  medical  charity  of  any  description.^: 

Sect.  4.  In  some  districts  good  and  substantial  buildings,  more  or  less  conveniently  contrived, 

Buildings,  &c.  have  been  erected  expressly  for  dispensary  purposes,  which  contain  rooms  for  the  medical 

, attendant,  a good  dispensary  and  a waiting  room  for  the  patients.  § Sometimes,  however, 

a miserable  cabin  is  deemed'  good  enough,  ||  though  scarcely  weather  proof,  certainly  not  fit 
to  keep  medical  preparations  in,  and  without  a waiting  room,  or  even  a sheltered  spot  for 
the  poor  sick  patient  to  sit  down  in,  although  he  must  in  many  instances  have  come  on 
foot  seven,  eight  or  nine  miles,  and  may  be  heated  and  tired  ; having  a similar  journey 
still  to  be-  performed  before  he  reaches  home.  It  may  well  be  questioned  how  far,  under 
such  circumstances,  a dispensary  may  not  be  productive  of  injury,  rather  than  benefit  to 


Sect.  5.  (a.) 
Medical  OfficerJ 


Sect. .5.  (6.) 
Residence  of 
Medical  Officer. 


Sect.  5.  (c.) 


the  sick  poor.  1 j j- 

The  qualifications  requisite  to  entitle  a person  to  be  elected  a medical  attendant  to  a dis- 
pensary are  not  defined  by  law  : the  Acts  for  establishing  these  cliarities  contain  no  clauses 
relative  to  this  important  point ; consequently  persons  who  have  no  diploma  whatever,  and 
who  are,  at  best,  but  students,  are  found  in  charge  of  dispensaries,  and  have  confided,  to 
them  a large  number  of  poor,  who  are  unable  to  apply  for  advice  to  any  other  medical 
person.  We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  such  cases  are  rare.  In  general  the  medical 
officers  are  Edinburgh  physicians,  members  of  the  London  College  of  Surgeons,  &c.;  and 
possess  likewise  a midwifery  certificate  from  Dublin.  Some  few  are  licentiates  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland.  _ _ • j-  • 

It  might  be  considered  essential  that  the  medical  officer  should  reside  in  his  distnct,  but 
this  is  imt  imperative,  and  examples  of  the  contrary  are  too  numerous.  We  do  not  so  much 
mean  to  notice  those  where  the  salary  is  low,  and  the  district  secluded  and  small ; but  those 
in  which  the  medical  officer  is  well  paid,  has  a large  district,  and  yet  lives  in  a town  several 
miles  distant,  H where  he  keeps  his  dispensary  drugs  often  placed  promiscuously  with  his 
own,  sees  what  poor  he  likes,  and  pursues  his  private  practice,  always  professing  to  be  ready, 
at  any  moment,  to  visit  a poor  sick  patient  in  any  part  of  a district,  the  nearest  point  of 
which  is  sometimes  five  or  six  miles  ofi^  and  the  most  distant  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty ; thus 
undertaking  to  go  twenty,  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  make  one  visit.  It  is  evident  that  this 
will  he  but  seldom  done.  In  some  extreme  cases,  a poorly  paid  unqualified  assistant 
resides  on  the  spot.** 

It  is  very  seldom,  however,  that  there  are  assistants,  although  it  appears  to  us  that  a 
Medical  Assisiant.  dispensary  can  scarcely  be  so  conducted  as  fiiirly  to  keep  its  register,  and  other  documents 
to  prove  its  utility  and  necessity,  in  the  way  most  grand  juries  require,  without  one  assistant ; 
at  least,  if  the  principal  medical  officer  is  to  have  any  time  for  private  practice,  which  is 
necessary  to  eke  out,  in  most  instances,  a very  limited  income.  Besides,  there  should  be 
always  some  one  at  the  station  to  dispense  the  medicine,  and  to  render  instant  assistance  in 
case  of  accident,  during  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  chief  medical  officer. 

Sect.  5 (d)  At  all  rural  dispensaries  there  is  only  one  medical  officer,  and  such  is  likewise  the  case  in 

Number  of  Medical  some  towns  ; but  in  others  they  are  numerous,  having  certain  parts  of  the  town  allotted  to 
Officers.  each,  or  the  arrangement  is,  that  every  medical  man  shall  see  at  his  own  residence  what 

pauper  patients  he  chooses,  and  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  dispensary,  where  a 
paid  apothecary  is  sta.tioned  expressly  for  that  puipose.  , - 

Sect.  6.  The  payment  of  the  medical  officers  is  derived  from  the  general  fund  raised,  as  explained 

P ayment.  under  the  head  of  Accounts,  and  varies  not  only  in  amount,  but  also  in  other  respects  equally 

important  for  the  interests  of  the  charity.  It  frequently  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  fixed  and 
certain  ; but  it  may  be  made  to  depend  on  the  state  of  the  funds,  and  to  consist  of  the 
amount  of  whatever  balance  may  remain,  after  all  other  expenses  shall  have  been  paid 
a most  objectionable  plan,  in  our  opinion,  and  leading  directly  to  great  mischief;  or  it 
may  be  partly  fixed,  and  partly  dependent  on  the  number  of  domiciliary  visits  paid  ; a good 
plan  in  itself,'  but  one  which  requires  a complicated  arrangement  of  tickets,  to  be  carefully 
filed  and  counted  by  a vigilant  committee,  at  fixed  periods ; an  advantage  rarely  to  be 
calculated  upon.  Indeed,  without  regular  superintendence,  no  plan  can  succeed  ; and  the 

want 

• See  Repons  on  Ballygar  Dispensary,  County  Galway,  and  on  Blackwatertown  and  Seagoe,  County 
Armagh. 

■f  Unless  the  County  Dublin  be  an  exception. 

• t Crumlin,  County  Antrim.  § Ardee,  County  Louth. 

q Kiltulla,  County  Galway.  **  Tuam,  County  Galway. 

Dublin.  Ji  Warrenpoint,  County  Down, 


II  Clonard,  County  Meath, 
-j-f  Howth,  and  Baldoyle,  County 
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want  of  it  is  the  chief  source  of  many  of  the  errors  it  has  been  our  painful  duty  to  record. 
Another,  and  certainly  a very  simple  mode,  is  to  pay  the  whole  sum  raised  to  mi  apothecary, 
and  bargain  that  he  shall  provide  medicine  and  attendance  to  all  the  sick  poor  ot  the 
district ; a plan  similar  to  that  adopted  by  many  parishes  in  England,  but  against  which  a 
strong,  and  we  think  a very  reasonable  feeling  generally  prevails. 

In  large  towns,  where  the  medical  men  are  numerous,  and  the  prospects  ot  private 
practice  good,  gentlemen  are  found  undertaking  the  dispensary  duties  without  any  salaiy; 
but  a decided  division  of  opinion  exists  amongst  those  best  able  to  judge,  whether  tin  i s oi- 
ls not  a desirable  plan,  or  ultimately  tending  to  tJie  general  good.  1 „ 

The  election  of  the  medical  officers  vests  entirely  with  the  subscribers  oi  not  less  than 
one  guinea.  The  grand  jury  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  In  large  torviis,  where  the  sub- 
scribers and  the  medical  men  are  both  numerous,  tliere  is  competition;  diplomas  and 
testimonials  are  required,  and  pains  are  taken  to  give  great  publicity  to  the  election  ,-  but  m 
i-ural  disti-icts,  where  the  charity  mainly  depends  on  one  family,  the  appointment  is  of  courae 
virtually  in  the  gift  of  that  family,  and  as  far  as  regards  the  law,  any  person  may  hold  it. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept,  is  generally  the  sole  apartment  belonging  to 
the  dispensary:  in  some  cases  sufficiently  large,  well-aired  and  commodious;  but  too 
frequently  presenting  the  most  slovenly  appearance.  Medicines  were  found  spoiling  m 
damp  paper,  or  evaporating  from  unstopped  bottles.  Drugs  of  a powerful  kind  were  seen 
in  bottles  not  labelled,  or,  what  is  worse,  with  a wrong  label.  In  more  than  one  instance, 

110  measure,  weight  or  scale  could  be  found  on  the  premises.*  tc  » ■ 

In  most  places,  dispensary  medicines  are  kept  distinct  from  the  medical  officer  s private 
stock.  Sometimes  the  dampness  of  the  dispensary  shop  is  urged  as  a reason  for  removing 
some  drugs  to  the  private  house,  or  the  plan  may  be  to  keep  the  medicine,  private  and 
public,  in  the  same  shop.f  In  one  instance,  neither  the  dispensary  di-ugs,  nor  the  bottles 
destined  to  contain  them,  could  be  pointed  out  as  distinct  from  the  private  stock.J  in 
another,  a large  quantity  of  Glauber  salts,  and  one  or  two  other  cheap  medicines,  were  all 
that  could  be  shown  to  justify  a charge  of  60 1.  per  annum.  In  most  places,  a good  supply 
of  medicine,  from  a well-known  druggist,  was  seen  at  the  time  of  our  visit ; but  this  by  no 
means  proves  that  the  poor  are  fairly  supplied  with  tlie  more  delicate  varieties ; for  pre- 
scriptions are  rarely  entered,  invoices  frequently  not  forthcoming,  private  apothecary  s shops 
kept,  and  no  sufficient  and  effectual  control  exercised  over  an  individual  wishing  to  make  an 
improper  use  of  his  appointment.  . , . . , j 

At  dispensaries  medicine  is  always  a very  considerable  item  m the  accounts,  and  it 
has  been  our  anxious  wish  to  ascertain  how  much  a patient  ou|ht  to  cost  m medicme, 
by  taking  the  average  resulting  from  the  frequent  calculation  of  what  he  actually  does 
cost ; but  we  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  any  very  satisfactory  conclusion.  In  a very 
few  instances  only  could  the  requisite  data  be  obtained  ; viz.  the  number  attended,  arid  the 
whole  cost  of  medicine.  The  register,  as  explained  under  that  head,  is  almost  always 
defective,  and  the  ex-act  cost  of  medicine  rendered  difficult  to  be  made  out  by  the  habit, 
which  is  too  general,  of  having  bills  with  neighbouring  shopkeepers^  for  such  items  as 
paper,  string,  whiskey,  lard,  turf,  calico,  &c.  . . , • , j d j 

In  some  instances,  however,  we  did  obtain  the  requisite  data  with  accuracy,  and  lound 
that  from  4d.  to  per  head  per  annum  only  had  been  expended  for  this  important 
ai-ticle,  and  appeared  to  be  sufficient.  • i j- 

Instruments  for  the  more  important  surgical  operations  are  seldom  met  with  at  dispen 
saries,  and  still  less  frequently  are  the  property  of  the  chanty.  A stomach  pump  is  how- 
ever frequently  provided  from  the  public  funds.  All  the  surgeons  have  belonging  to  them- 
selves the  instruments  necessary  for  the  minor  operations. 

As  leeches  are  expensive,  it  is  only  in  a veiy  few  cases  that  they  are  employed,  this  is 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  other  modes  of  abstracting  blood,  viz.  cupping  and  ven»- 
section,  cannot  be  much  resorted  to,  where  there  is  only  one  medical  officer,  the  patients 
numerous,  and  the  distance  to  their  homes  considerable ; cupping  occupies  much  time,  and 
the  immediate  effect  of  venesection  is  great  debihty.  ^ ^ c 

We  are  most  happy  to  be  able  to  give  a decidedly  favourable  report  ot  the  efficacy  ot 
vaccination  in  that  part  of  Ireland  we  visited.  There  is  an  almost  universally  favourable 
opinion  entertained  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession  ; and  though  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
some  persons  have  been  affected  with  small-pox  after  vaccination,  the  number  almost 
vanishes  when  compared  with  that  of  those  who  ai-e  not  so  visited.  Of  those  secondary 
cases,  very  few  indeed  are  severe,  scarcely  any  fatal ; so  few,  that  when  they  do  occui, 
they  form  the  subject  of  conversation  and  remark  through  the  whole  neighbourhood.  In 
the  North-east  of  the  island  tlie  confidence  of  the  public  m vaccination  is  almost  uni- 
versal. It  is  to  be  lamented  that  no  general  system  has  been  adopted  at  dispensaries  to 
have  vaccination  regularly  pei'fomied ; at  most  places  it  is  performed  at  any  time,  an  no 
register  kept ; in  some  places  pains  are  taken  to  have  the  patient  presented  a second  tirue, 
after  an  interval  of  about  a week,  in  order  that  the  medical  officer  may  see  whether  the 
constitution  has  been  properly  affected,  and  the  characteristic  vesicle  produced,  and  a 
he  may  procure  a fresh  supply  of  matter.  This  second  visit,  however,  is  too  seldom  paid. 
One  objection  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  patient  is  no  doubt  the  trouble ; another  is,  the 
notion  which  exists,  to  some  extent,  that  taking  matter  from  the  vesicle  iinpairs  the  secu- 
rity of  the  patient.  The  plan  sometimes  adopted  is  to  require  that  Is.  should  be 


* Carrickfergus,  County  Antrim,  Glanamadda,  Ardrahan,  County  Galway.  , i,  c 

t Carlingford,  County  Down.  I Ballinasloe,  County  Galway.  § Loughall,  bount) 
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sited  at  the  first,  to  be  returned  at  the  second  visit ; but  too  many  are  ill  able  to  provide* 
even  such  a sum,  and  this  must  operate  very  much  against  the  introduction  of  vaccination 
into  a neighbourhood  where  a strong  prejudice  exists  against  it,  as  is  still  the  case  in  some 
districts  of  the  West  of  Ireland. 

In  no  instance  was  it  an  established  rule  that  there  should  be  always  a stock  of  vaccine 
matter  at  the  dispensary  for  the  supply  of  the  neighbourhood  ; but  we  were  frequently  told 
that  there  was  matter  at  most  times  to  be  had,  and  that  it  would  not  be  refused  to  any 
iiledical  man  who  applied. 

The  register  of  a dispensary  is,  for  various  reasons,  a most  important  document  ■,  by  it 
some  estimate  may  be  formed  as  to  the  good  done  by,  and  consequently  the  necessity 
for  such  a charity ; by  it  the  consumption  of  medicine  is  accounted  for ; by  it  the  state 
of  the  public  health  in  a district  may  be  ascertained  ; but  then  the  register  must  be  fairly 
and  accurately  kept ; and  that  this  may  be  done  is  proved  by  its  actually  having  been 
done  in  several  instances  ; * but  for  the  most  part  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  register 
exhibited ; the  number  registered  is  in  some  places  so  great  as  to  induce  an  inquiry  into 
the  proofs  of  attendance,  viz.  whether  tickets,  signed  by  a governor,  are  required,  and 
filed,  and  the  register  thus  checked.  On  the  other  hand,  at  some  stations  only  a few  are 
segistered,  those  perhaps  who  bring  tickets  ; the  greater  number  being  prescribed  for 
without  a ticket,  and  no  entry  made.  In  some  cases  one  person  is  entered  several  times 
for  the  same  illness  without  any  possibility  of  ascertaining  how  often  this  has  happened ; 
in  others  he  is  entered  once  only  for  one  illness,  however  numerous  his  attendance. 
Sometimes  a register  without  date  is  produced.  In  short,  the  registry  department,  taken 
generally,  is  so  defective  as  not  to  afford  safe  data  for  any  average  conclusions.  As  a 
rule,  no  register  ought  to  be  confided  in  which  is  not  checked  by  properly  signed  tickets, 
which  each  patient  ought  to  be  able  to  procure  without  difficulty ; in  urgent  cases  the 
ticket  might  be  obtained  and  filed  after  the  patient  had  been  seen,  and  thus  no  impedi- 
ment need  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  immediate  attendance  when  necessary.  In  most 
registers  the  name,  age,  residence,  disease  of  patient,  and  name  of  recommender,  are 
required  to  be  entered,  and  may  thus  be  ascertained ; but  the  result  of  the  case  (for 
which  there  is  almost  always  a column  in  the  dispensary  book)  cannot  be  stated  with 
accuracy,  unless  all  who  cease  to  attend  or  report  themselves  are  to  be  considered  as 
“ cured.”  In  no  case,  indeed,  did  we  find  tliis  column  satisfactonly  filled  up.  In  a very 
few  instances  only  were  there  prescriptions  written,  and  . this  was  oone  only  where  there 
was  an  assistant ; indeed,  as  we  remarked  above,  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  one  person  to 
keep  a full  register,  and  enter  the  prescriptions;  the  time  which  would  be  required  for 
such  entry  being  so  great  that  the  patients  might  suffer  material  injury  from  the  delay, 
thus  greatly  diminishing  both  the  amount  and  value  of  any  aid  the  dispensary  could  be 
expected  to  afford. 

The  contract  understood  to  exist  between  the  medical  officer  and  the  subscribers  is,  in 
• by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases,  that  all  sick  poor  who  apply  at  the  dispensary  shall 
have  advice  and  medicine,  and  that  all  sick  poor  resident  in  the  district  shall,  if  the 
illness  require  it,  have  the  domiciliary  attendance  of  the  medical  officer.  At  the  founda- 
tion of  the  charity,  perhaps  tickets  signed  by  a subscriber  were  used,  but  as  they  were 
never  filed  to  check  the  register,  or  inquired  after  by  the  subscribers,  the  medical  officer 
neglected  them,  attended  patients  without  them,  and  thus  after  a few  years  they  are 
scarcely  thought  about  by  any  of  the  parties  interested.  This  is  practically  the  state  of 
things  at  most  dispensaries  at  present. 

In  those  instances,  where  the  districts  are  large  and  populous,  or  in  which  the  medica 
officer  does  not  reside,  it  is  difficult  to  imderstand  how  this  usual  compact  cam  be  carried 
into  extensive  and  effective  execution. 

There  are  other  arrangements  however, — 1st,  f The  medical  officer  sometimes  is  not  bound 
to  visit  beyond  a fixed  and  moderate  distance  from  the  station,  far  within  the  limits  of 
the  district ; or  2d,  If  he  is  called  upon  to  go  further  he  is  paid  extra.  3d,  In  some 
places  the  rule  is,  that  only  the  poor  resident  on  the  estates  of  the  subscribers  shall  have 
the  advantages  of  the  charity,  m order  that  tliose  who  are  proprietors  in  the  district, 
ajid  yet  refuse  to  subscribe,  may,  if  possible,  be  compelled  to  do  so ; but  though  the 
resident  clergy  and  gentry  may,  in  committee,  approve  of  such  a bye-law,  they  do  not 
and  cannot  practically  act  up  to  it.  No  one  refuses  a really  sick  poor  neighbour  a 
dispensary  ticket,  because  the  superior  and  natural  protector  is  absent  or  refuses  to  sub- 
scribe. Moreover,  it  is  the  opinion  of  some,  that  as  part  of  the  funds  are  provided  by 
the  county  at  large,  every  sick  pauper  has  a right  to  the  benefits  of  the  charity.  4th.  In 
many  districts  the  rule  is  that  all  the  tenantry  on  the  estates  of  the  subscribers  shall 
have  a right  to  the  gratuitous  assistance  of  the  medical  attendant.  J 5th.  Another  plan  is 
to  have  very  small  subscriptions,  the  stipulation  being  that  these  subscribers  and  their 
families  shall  in  return,  be  themselves  entitled  to  the  full  benefits  of  the  charity;  a practice 
completely  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and  expense  of  a charitable  institution. 

With  respect  to  midwifery  cases,  the  custom  of  the  poor  generally  is  to  depend  upon 
some  country-woman  who  is  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  a midwife,  and  there  are  few  of  these 
who  have  had  any  instruction ; in  cases  of  difficulty  the  dispensaiy  attendant  is  often . 
applied  to,  and  is  bound  either  by  rule  or  custom  to  attend ; but  nearly  all  agree  that  great 
mischief  often  arises  from  the  want  of  instmction  in  the  person  first  employed. 

The  management  of  dispensaries  is  vested  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  subscribers  of 
not  less  than  one  guinea ; and  in  towns  where  these  are  numerous,  there  are  generally 
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persons  found  who  look  carefully  to  the  affairs  of  the  charity : judicious  bye-laws  are  re- 
solved upon,  and  cmied  into  effect.  But  in  the  rural  districts  the  case  is  far  otherwise.  If 
the  charity  depend  on  some  great  proprietor,  it  is  usually  part  of  his  agent’s  duty  to  super- 
intend it ; but  it  too  frequently  happens  that  every  thing  is  left  to  the  medical  officer,  w’ho 
thus  has  public  funds  placed  entirely  under  his  own  control.  So  fully  aware  are  grand 
juries  of  this  want  of  superintendence,  and  of  the  absence  of  documents  in  proof  of  the 
good  effected  by  the  dispensaries,  that  they  have  from  time  to  time  passed  resolutions 
relative  to  those  charities,  with  which,  as  they  can  diminish  or  refuse  a presentment,  they 
require  tire  medical  officers  to  comply;  but  their  best  intentions  have  as  yet  been  in- 
effectual. • , . 1 1 r. 

1.  They  (the  grand  juries)  require  a register  to  be  kept,  and  a summary  of  it  laid  before 
them  : the  latter  document  is,  however,  easily  made. 

2.  They  require  the  register  itself  to  be  sent  in : but  a register,  unless  inspected  from 
tircf.  to  time,  and  authenticated  by  tickets  or  otherwise,  is  of  no  value. 

3.  They  require  a list  of  the  names  of  the  subscribers  : such  may  be  produced,  and  yet 
the  money  be  never  bona Jide  collected. 

4.  They  therefore  require  that  money  should  be  placed  in  the  Bank  and  remain  there 
some  time ; but  even  this  regulation  is  no  protection  against  a fictitious  account  of  expen  • 
diture. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  always  a treasurer,  according  to  the  Act;  but,  unfortunately,  he  too 
frequently  allows  his  name  to  be  used,  whilst  the  accounts  are  really  kept  by  the  medical 
officer,  who  may  himself  contribute,  though  in  other  names,  a part  of  the  money  said  to  be 
bona  Jide  subscribed,  obtain  an  equal  sum  from  the  county,  dispose  of  it  as  he  chooses,  and 
send  in  his  own  account,  without  vouchers,  to  the  grand  jury.* 

In  short,  not  only  is  the  want  of  judicious  bye-laws  for  every  dispensary  severely  felt,  but 
likewise  some  system  of  superintendence  to  insure  their  being  properly  and  constantly 
observed ; for  not  unfrequently  good  rules  and  regulations  are  found  at  dispensaries  which 
certainly  are  not,  and  perhaps  never  have  been,  fairly  executed. 

The  income  of  a dispensary  arises  from  two  sources,  voluntary  subscription  and  county 
presentment;  and  it  is  important  to  remark  that  the  subscription  must  always  be  first  raised. 
The  gi’and  jury  cannot,  on  hearing  that  a district  is  in  want  of  medical  advice,  declare 
that  it  will  grant  a certain  sum,  a similar  sum  being  raised  by  subscription. 

The  voluntary  subscriptions  must  come  first : hence  dispensaries  are  found  placed  where, 
comparatively,  they  are  least  wanted,  i.  e.  where  there  are  resident  gentry ; whilst  a poor, 
remote,  unfriended  district  does  not  share,  and  is  not  likely  under  the  present  system  to 
share,  any  of  the  money  which  it  equally  with  the  rest  of  the  county  contributes  for  the 
relief  of  the  sick  poor. 

With  regard  to  the  county  grant,  it  can  never  be  more  than  equal  to  the  sum  subscribed, 
and  is  in  fact  generally  less ; nor  is  this  a matter  of  surprise  when  it  is  recollected  how  little 
control  the  grand  jury  have  over  this  branch  of  expenditure,  and  what  imperfect,  unsatis- 
factory documents  are  produced  in  proof  of  its  just  appropriation. 

Lastly,  The  income,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  depending  on  voluntary  contiibutions, 
is  necessarily  precarious ; and  a division  of  opinion  (about  the  selection  of  the  medical  officer 
for  example)  will  often  cause  the  withdrawal  of  subscriptions,  and  thus  destroy,  or  at  least 
impair,  the  usefulness  of  the  charity,  and  the  siehpoor  are  the  victims. 

No  accounts  need  be,  and,  where  properly  attended  to,  none  are,  more  simple  than  those  of 
a dispensaiy.  The  medical  attendant’s  salary,  the  druggist’s  bill,  the  rent  of  the  premises, 
are  all  the  necessary  items  of  importance ; and  with  a very  few  sundries  of  trifling  amount, 
such  as  repairs,  stationery,  postage,  stamps,  constitute  the  whole  bill.  They  are  rendered 
complicated,  however,  in  various  ways. 

1st.  Drags  are  ordered  and  the  bills  are  paid  at  uncertain  periods  of  the  year,  payments 
perhaps  being  sometimes  made  on  account ; so  that  it  is  impossible  at  once  to  ascertain 
what  invoices,  and  how  many,  there  ought  to  be ; and  frequently  none  are  forthcoming. 

2d.  The  medical  officer  will  sometimes  have  running  accounts  with  several  neighbouring 
shopkeepers  for  honey,  turf,  whiskey,  lard,  calico,  &c.,  for  the  receipt  of  which  at  the  dis- 
pensary there  are  no  vouchers  f : indeed,  it  is  in  very  few  cases  that  any  account  or  proof 
whatever  can  be  given  of  the  due  appropriation  of  the  articles  charged  against  the  charity. 

3d.  As  the  medical  officer  generally  has  a private  apothecary’s  shop  near  at  hand,  and 
employs  the  same  wholesale  druggist  as  the  charity,  and  orders  for  both  establishments,  it 
is  not  difficult  to  understand  how  errors,  to  use  no  harsher  term,  may  not  urifrequently  arise. 

There  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  any  medical  or  surgical  education  at  dispensaries ; they 
afford,  however,  a good  opportunity  for  a pupil  to  learn  how  to  take  and  register  cases,  and 
to  acquire  the  art  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  Some  of  the  more  important 
stations  present  a fair  field  for  acquiring  practical  medical  skill,  and  in  them  this  advantage 
is  not  wholly  overlooked. 

No  article  of  food,  nothing  analogous  to  the  diet  at  infirmaries,  is  ever  supplied  from  a 
dispensary ; we  have  not  met  with  any  example  of  a plan  for  supplying  nourishing  food 
when  such  appeai-ed  more  likely  to  effect  a speedy  cure  than  any  article  usua.lly  denonnnated 
medicine.  Wine  is,  in  some  very  few  instances,  and  in  very  small  quantities,  provided  at 
dispensaries.  It  is  not  unusual,  however,  for  the  surgeoir  to  have  tlie  privilege  of  giving  a 
note  to  a patient,  which,  on  being  presented  at  the  landlord’s  residence,  insures  the  bearer 
that  of  which  he  is  in  want.  In  one  solitary  instance,  a little  barley  and  rice  were  seen  at  a 
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Chap.  III. — Fever  Hospitals. 

Fever  Hospitals  are  established  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  tlie  first  of  which  was  passed  in 
the  58th  Geo.  III.,  since  which  period  six  other  Acts,  in  amendment,  have  been  passed. 
By  these  Acts,  “ one  body  corporate  and  politic  is  created  in  every  county,  county  of  town 
and  county  of  city  in  Ireland,”  which  consists  of  the  archbishop  or  bishop,  the  represen- 
tatives in  Parliament,  and  all  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  tlie  county;  and  in  every  county 
of  a city  or  county  of  a town  such  corporation  shall  consist  of  the  chief  magistrate,  sheriffs, 
recorder,  representatives  in  Parliament  (if  any),  and  of  the  justices  of  the  peace.  This 
corporation,  entitled  “ The  President  and  Assistants  of  the  Fever  Hospitals,”  may  elect 
such  other  persons  resident  in  the  county,  city  or  town,  as  they  shall  think  fit ; those  who 
contribute  a sum  not  less  than  20  Z.  or  subscribe  iZ.  Is.  per  annum,  are  likewise  to  be 
members  of  the  said  corporation. 

This  body  thus  appointed,  or  any  five  of  them,  are  to  appoint  all  the  officers,  enact  the 
bye-laws,  and  make  all  the  necessary  aiTangements ; in  short,  in  it  the  management  is 
vested. 

For  building,  repairing  or  enlarging  one  fever  hospital  in  any  county,  county  of  a city, 
or  county  of  a town,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  grand  jury  to  present  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  to  be  levied  within  the  period  of  six  years,  by  half-yearly  or  yearly 
instalments,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  advance  the  money. 

It  is  further  enacted,  for  the  support  of  fever  hospitals,  that  it  shall  and  may  be -lawful 
for  the  grand  jury  to  grant  such  a sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  250Z.  at  each  assize,  as 
shall  appear  to  the  grand  jury  and  to  the  judge  to  be  required. 

Having  laid  before  the  Board  reports  on  each  of  the  fever  hospitals  inspected  by  us,  we 
beg  to  add  the  following  short  general  observations  : — 

In  the  first  place,  the  capabilities  of  these  charities,  though  they  vary  exceedingly,  are 
not  in  any  calculated  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  respective  districts,  but  have  pro- 
bably depended  entirely  upon  financial  considerations. 

The  situation  has  been,  however,  determined  by  the  want  of  such  an  institution,  and  it 
is  not  necessarily,  though  generally,  confined  to  the  county  or  assize  town. 

This  species  of  charity,  though  it  may  be  established,  and  is  partly  supported  by  a county 
presentment,  cannot  be  of  much  use  to  that  part  of  the  population  of  the  county  which  is 
situated  more  than  10  or  12  miles  from  it. 

Some  of  the  erections  for  fever  hospitals  are  extremely  good,  and  space  and  ventilation  are 
properly  and  carefully  attended  to. 

This  is  the  case  at  Downpatrick ; indeed  the  whole  arrangements  at  the  fever  hospital 
there  are  well  deserving  of  imitation. 

The  only  hospital  at  Belfast  is  called  the  fever  hospital,  but  it  is  in  fact  a general  hospital,  - 
in  which  are  certain  fever  wards,  and  to  be  received  into  which,  fever  cases  have  the  pre- 
ference. It  appears  that  the  large  and  rapidly  increasing  population  of  Belfast  required 
a general  infirmary,  and  as  there  can  be  only  one  county  general  hospital,  and  that  one  was 
at  Lisburn,  the  only  assistance  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  could  receive  from  the  county  was 
in  aid  of  a fever  hospital,  and  for  such  an  establishment  a presentment  is  obtained ; to  the 
sum  thus  procured,  subscriptions,  &c.  are  added,  and  a general  infirmary  thus  supported.  It 
is  most  important  to  remark  that  though  there  are  always  fever  cases  in  the  fever  wards,  and 
though  the  staircase  is  common  to  all  the  wards,  fever  lias  never  been  communicated  to  the 
general  wards.  It  is  indeed  an  admitted  fact,  that  where  space  is  allowed  and  ventilation  is 
properly  attended  to,  there  is  no  danger  in  placing  fever  patients  in  the  same  wards  with 
other  patients  of  all  descriptions.  In  other  wards  no  distinction  need  be  made  relative  to 
the  supposed  communicable  or  incommunicable  nature  of  that  disease,  and  hence  there 
is  no  necessity  for  fever  hospitals  as  distinct  establishments.  When  there  is  an  epidemic  no 
building  can  be  of  adequate  size,  and  if  it  were,  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to  all 
parties,  both  patients  and  attendants,  to  fill  it  with  patients  all  suffering  from  the  same 
malady.  When  there  is  no  epidemic,  one  hospital  may  safely  receive  almost  every  variety 
of  disease.  At  Londonderry  the  fever  hospital  consists  of  two  wards,  under  the  same  roof 
and  same  management  as  the  geneial  hospital,  but  having  a separate  staircase.  There 
were  no  fever  patients  in  the  fever  wards  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  and  consequently  they 
were  of  no  use. 

This  is  another  reason  why  fever  hospitals,  as  separate  estahlishnients,  perhaps  need  not 
exist.  Tliese  wards  would  be  always  used  in  a general  hospital. 

At  Araiagh,  the  Primate  has  erected,  and  maintains  at  his  own  private  expense,  an 
excellent  fever  hospital,  into  which  all  fever  cases  occurring  in  the  town  are  received.  The 
being  affected  with  fever  is  the  only,  but  the  full  and  sufficient  title  to  admission.  The 
greatest  benefits  have  resulted  from  it.  Fever  has  not  spread  in  Armagh  since  the  establish- 
ment of  this  hospital. 

At  Cavan  there  is  a fever  hospital  capable  of  receiving  30  patients,  but  not  half  the  number 
of  beds  were  occupied  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  There  can  be  no  doubt  tliat  it  and  the 

Sneral  hospital  might  be  safely  united.  The  medical  charities  at  Ballinasloe  exemplify 
e want  of  some  more  efficient  system  of  superintendence.  The  fever  hospital  there  is 
scarcely  more  than  a name.  Some  addition  to  the  funds  which  have  been  expended  on  it, 
and  on  the  dispensary,  would  support  a general  hospital  for  that  town. 

In  the  coimty  of  the  town  and  town  of  Galway,  an  hospital  exclusively  for  fever  is  the 
only  charity  for  intern  patients ; and  as  the  crowded  state  of  its  extremely  poor  population 
constantly  presents  fever  cases,  it  always  contains  a great  many  patients.  The  income, 
however,  is  veiy  limited,  and  nothing  but  the  great  exertions  of  one  gentleman  could  have 
effected  what  has  been  and  is  being  done.  The  wants  of  the  town  require  a general  hospital. 

The 
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The  corporate  body,  in  whom,  by  law,  the  management  of  these  charities  is  vested,  meets 
at  intervals  to  transact  the  necessary  business  ; but  as  there  is  a great  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  non-professional  men  to  inspect  fever  hospitals,  all  the  internal  system  of  manage- 
ment is  left  to  the  medical  men ; and  the  excellent  state  in  which  we  found  many  of  tliese 
charities  is  due  to  these  gentlemen. 

There  does  not,  however,  as  yet  exist  any  system  of  management  common  to  all  these 
institutions,  which,  whilst  it  might  ensure,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  best  possible  esmenditure 
of  funds,  would  afford,  at  the  same  time,  a means  of  fairly  comparing  together  lhe,4e 
charities,  situated  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  having  probably  local  peculiarities. 

Chap.  IV. — District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

These  general  observations  are  drawn  up  after  a careful  inspection  of  seven  asylums,  viz. 

Belfast,  Londonderry,  Armagh,  Ballinasloe,  Limerick,  Maryborough  and  Carlow,  and  with 
the  greatest  pleasure  we  feel  it  a duty  to  report,  that,  in  our  opinion,  these  establishments, 
are  in  the  more  essential  respects,  well  and  ably  conducted ; ..they  reflect  great  credit  on  all 
connected  with  them,  and  on  the  country  whose  generosity  supplies  the  means  of  erecting 
and  supporting  them.  In  venturing,  therefore,  on  the  following  remarks,  we  are  actuated 
solely  by  an  anxious  desire  to  improve,  if  possible,  these  admirable  institutions. 

In  adopting  the  plan  observed  in  the  previous  Reports,  the  Acts  of  Parliament  relative  to 
these  asylums  are  first  noticed  ; they  are  four  in  number,  viz.  1 & 2 Geo.  IV . c.  33,  6 Geo.  IV. 
c.  54,  7 Geo.  IV.  c.  14,  and  1 Will.  [V.  c.  13.  By  them  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Pri^  Council 
are  empowered  to  cause  to  be  erected  a number  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  sufficient  for  all  the 
lunatic  poor  of  Ireland  ; no  one  to  contain  less  than  50  or  more  than  150  lunatic  poor,  with 
the  express  exception  of  the  Richmond,  for  which  there  is  a special  Act  to  enable  it  to  receive 
as  many  as  it  can  accommodate. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  likewise  appoints  two  classes  of  directors ; 1st,  directors  resident  in 
Dublin,  in  number  not  exceeding  eight,  for  general  control,  and  upon  their  suggestions  and 
recommendations  are  framed  rules  and  regulations ; and,  2dly,  directors  or  governors  resident 
in  the  district  of  their  respective  asylums.  Some  of  these  latter  reside  so  far  from  the  asylum 
that  there  is  an  instance  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  foim  a board,  even  at  the  very  opening 
of  an  asylum. 

There  is  no  mention  made  relative  to  qualification  or  otherwise  of  the  persons  under 
whose  care  the  lunatic  patients  are  to  be  placed.  Why  no  asylum  should  contain  more  than 
160  lunatics,  does  not  appear ; that  there  should  be  some  limit  no  one  can  doubt ; but  300 
or  400  may  be  advantageously  placed  in  one  building  ; in  fact  this  restriction  is  not  attended 
to.  The  Belfast  and  Limerick  Asylums  contain  already  more  than  150  each,  and  ai'e  being 
enlarged.  We  were  frequently  informed  that  these  asylums  were  intended  for  curalle  cases 
only ; the  Acts  however  expressly  state  that  all  are  to  be  admitted ; considerable  discretion  is, 
however,  vested  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  section  5,  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.  c.  33. 

These  asylums  are  all  erected  on  much  the  same  radiated  plan,  and  are  handsome  stone  Building, 
buildings,  only  two  stories  in  height.  This  is  an  arrangement  very  generally  approved  of; 
the  cells,  wards  and  coixidors  are  airy  and  spacious,  and  the  accommodation  for  the  intended 
number  of  patients  ample ; but  we  could  not  but  be  surprised  to  observe  alterations  being 
made  to  gain  additional  accommodation  in  buildings  so  new  as  scarcely  to  be  finished. 

This  has  arisen  perhaps  from  a want  of  accurate  returns  of  the  number  of  insane  in  the 
district,  or  perhaps  from  the  admission  of  a class  of  patients  not  originally  contemplated, 
viz.  the  incurables.  How  to  dispose  of  the  incurables  has  been  a question  of  serious  con- 
sideration in  France,  and  M.  Ferrus,  m.  d.,  of  Paris,  physician  to  the  lunatic  asylum  at  the 
Bic^tre,  in  an  elaborate  report  to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  on  the  lunatic  asylums  of 
that  country,  has  recommended  the  addition  to  the  present  buildings  of  distinct  wards  for 
incurables.  This  plan  is  being  adopted  at  Belfast;  it  may  not  however  be  undesirable,  in 
at  least  one  instance,  to  erect  a distinct  asylum  for  incurables  only,  in  a situation  where  land 
can  be  obtained  on  moderate  terms,  and  the  patients  be  enabled  mainly  to  support  them- 
selves, by  the  cultivation  of  a farm.  A building  might  be  so  contrived  as  easily  to  admit  of 
enlargement,  in  case  the  plan  proved  advantageous. 

Those  asylums  have  for  the  most  part  been  judiciously  placed  near  some  considerable  town.  Situation, 
on  dry  elevated  land ; at  Ballinasloe,  however,  such  is  not  the  case ; the  asylum  there  is  in  a 
low  flat  meadow,  scarcely  affording  any  descent  for  drainage. 

The  patients  are  all  of  one  rank,  * and  are  all  supported  at  the  public  expense.  They  are  Patients  Classi- 
classed  according  to  the  nature  of  their  disease,  the  noisy  with  the  noisy,  the  clean  with  ncation  of. 
the  clean,  &c.  &c.  This  classification  might  in  some  instances  be  more  completely  and  care- 
fully attended  to,  and  the  number  in  each  class  diminished  ; 15  or  20  are  as  many  as  ought 
to  be  placed  in  any  one  class.  At  meal  times  we  have  observed  the  patients  uncomfortably 
crowded  together,  without  any  necessity,  from  want  of  pace.  _ 

Employment  is  provided  for  many  of  the  patients ; but  it  appea.red  to  us  that  more  might  Occupation  of. 
be  done  in  tliis  respect,  and  a greater  variety  of  in-door  occupations  introduced ; the  conversion 
too  of  a few  acres  of  land  into  nursery  ground,  or  the  cultivation  of  successive  crops,  would 
afford  more  and  pleasanter  work  than  the  mere  cultivation  of  potatoes  and  wheat,  and  might 
be  equally  profitable.  Occupation  must  be  considered  one  of  the  chief  means  of  cure  m cases 
of  insanity,  and  therefore  demands  the  best  attention. 


* in  some  county  lunatic  asylums  in  England  several  ranks  of  patients  are  admitted,  and  the  expense 
of  the  establishment  partly  defrayed  by  the  payments  of  the  upper  ranks.  For  the  details  of  such  a 
plan,  see  “ Report  on  the  Staffordshire  County  Lunatic  Asylum,”  in  supplement. 
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Report  on  The  treatment  of  the  patients  appeared  to  us  mild,  kind  and  judicious;  coercion  and  per- 

Medical  Relief,  sonal  restraint  as  little  resorted  to  as  possible. 

. Though  these  asylums  are  for  the  pauper  poor,  yet  certain  guarantees  and  securities  are 

j' K Cf)rri?  ^'ji  c required,  such  as  it  may  not  always  be  in  the  power  of  this  class  of  patients  to  procure.  The 

!_  ' most  pressing  want,  however,  is  increased  accommodation  ; a long  list  of  applicants  is  to  be 

Treatment  of.  seen  at  many  asylums ; and  as  the  more  recent  the  case  the  greater  the  chance  of  cure ; it  is 

highly  desirable  that  the  incurables  be  removed,  (if  especially  these  buildings  were  not  intended 
Admission  of.  for  them),  and  then  recent  cases  would  be  more  frequently  and  immediately  admitted.  This 
subject  we  think  most  pressingly  demands  attention. 

Registraiioii  of.  The  name,  age,  residence,  &c.  of  each  patient  is  carefully  registered,  but  to  make  this 

department  complete,  a full  medical  history  of  each  case  ought  to  be  drawn  up,  with  a state- 
ment of  the  treatment  and  result ; such  a document  is  kept,  we  believe,  in  eveiy  county 
asylum  in  England,  under  the  joint  care  and  responsibility  of  the  physician  and  chief  resi- 
dent officer,  who  in,  them  must  be  a medical  man ; and  will  afford  data  from  which  new  and 
improved  modes  of  practice  may  be  safely  deduced,  and  annual  returns  of  the  patients  should 
be  published  at  the  end  of  the  year,  tubularly  arranged,  thus : — 


An  annual  statement  of  the  proportion  the  relieved,  cured,  and  dead,  bear  to  the  whole 
number  treated  should  accompany  the  statement  of  the  actual  numbers. 

The  physician  is  the  sole  medical  officer  attached  to  these  asylums.  He  does  not  reside 
on  the  premises,  but  usually  in  the  adjoining  town  ; he  attends  at  intervals  ; his  duties  and 
authority  are  not  properly  defined ; at  least  a misunderstanding  in  this  respect  exists  in  some 
instances. 

The  principal  resident  officer,  on  whom  the  management  of  the  patients  chiefly  depends, 
is  styled  the  manager,  and  is  not  a medical  man.  With  every  disposition  to  concede  all  the 
credit  that  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  who  at  present  occupy  this,  the  most  responsible  and 

important. 


Medical  Officer. 


Manager. 


Dale  of  Year, 
giving  tlie 
Date  of  ihc  Day 
on  «hich 
each  Year  ends. 

Total 

Expenditure. 

3- 

Total  average  Cost 
)er  bead  per  Annuiu, 
calculated  from  the 
average  Number  in 
Asylum  during  the 
preceding  Year. 

4- 

Total  Expenditure 
n Furniture,  Linen, 
Bedding. 

5- 

Total  Expenditure 
in  Fixtures,  Addi- 
tions, Alterations, 
Workmen’s  Bills. 

6. 

Total  Expenditure 
in  Clothing. 

7. 

•Iverage  Cost  per 
Head  per  Annum, 
in  Clothing  only. 

Year  ending 
January  51b  1832. 

Ditto  . 1833- 
Ditto  - 1834. 
Ditto  - 1835. 

£.  J.  d. 

£.  i. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

GENERAL  REPORT  upon  the  existing  System  of  Public  Medical  Relief  in  Ireland, 
by  Cusack  RoneYj  Esq.,  Medical  Assistant  Commissioner. 


Cusack  Roney,  esq.  Having  very  maturely  considered  what  would  be  the  most  useful  mode  of  conveying  to 
the  Board  my  sentiments  on  the  medical  institutions  of  this  country,  I have  adopted  the 
plan  of  following  the  series  of  Queries  which  were  printed  for  the  purposes  of  the  medical 
mvestio-ations  in  which  I have  been  engaged,  and  of  attaching  to  each  of  them  a distinct 
and  specific  oninion.  Por  the  justification  of  each  opinion,  all  founded  upon  evidence  taken 
by  me,  I can  refer  to  some  individual  case  in  the  returns  which  I have  sent  in. 

Cusach  Roney. 

The 
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important  post  connected  with  these  asylums,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  chief  care  and 
management  of  the  patients  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  to  persons  who  have  not  received  a 
regular  and  full  medical  educafion.  The  having  evinced  talents,  attention  and  good  conduct 
as  keepers,  is  no  doubt  a very  impjortant  recommendation,  but  nothing  definite  in  this 
respect  seems  at  present  imperative ; indeed,  we  are  not  aware  what  knowledge  or  experience 
is  deemed  necessary  to  qualify  a person  for  the  office  of  manager. 

That  medical  men  of  character  and  of  sufficient  standing  in  their  profession,  willing  to 
devote  themselves  to  the  office  in  question,  are  to  be  found,  cannot  be  doubted.  In  England 
the  chief  resident  officer  must  be  a member  of  the  London  College  of  Surgeons.  The  treat- 
ment of  the  patients  might  otherwise  be  merely  imitative  and  empirical,  and  not  calculated 
to  improve  our  knowledge  of  the  best  treatment  of  this  lamentable  disease. 

No  medical  instruction,  with  the  marked  and  excellent  exception  at  Maryborough, 
is  attempted  at  these  institutions,  although  they  afford  admirable  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  the  treatment  of  the  insane.  The  attendance  of  pupils,  under  proper  rules  and 
regulations,  could  be  allowed  without  detriment  to  any  party,  and  it  appears  to  us  that  no 
medical  officer  (and  none  but  medical  men  ought  to  be  appointed)  should  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  a district  lunatic  asylum,  who  cannot  produce  testimonials  of  a diligent  attendance 
at  a large  lunatic  asylum  for  a definite  length  of  time.  An  address  by  Dr.  Conolly  to  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  which  met  at  Birmingham  in  1834,  has  been 
lately  published,  and  we  cannot  refrain  from  making  the  following  quotation,  as  it  is  in  entire 
accordance  with  our  observation  : — “ In  the  chemical  study  of  mental  disorders  no  ad- 
vance can  be  reported  ; it  is  yet  entirely  overlooked  in  English  medical  education.  Hos- 
pitals for  lunatics  are  closed  for  the  students,  and  the  knowledge  of  mental  affections  makes 
little  or  no  progress.  As  a consequence  of  this,  not  a year  passes  without  some  notorious 
case  of  insanity  being  brought  before  the  public  in  a manner  reflecting  little  credit  on  the  con- 
flicting medical  authorities,  whilst  instances  of  injudicious  or  improper  confinement  of 
patients  are  not  unfrequent.  To  the  same  negligence  of  the  whole  subject  it  must  be 
attributed  that  we  have  so  few  aids  to  a knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  brain  in  the 
various  forms  of  insanity,  that  the  pathology  of  insanity  is  so  uncertain  and  incomplete,  and 
the  treatment  so  generally  empirical.  Our  larger  lunatic  institutions  have  contributed  little 
or  nothing  to  our  knowledge.  When  the  public  establishments  are,  as  under  proper  regu- 
lations they  might  be,  schools  of  instruction,  we  shall  learn  how  much'  our  practice  in  these 
distressing  disorders  may  be  improved.” 

The  income  is  derived  from  the  counties  of  the  district,  through  an  order  from  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  ; the  produce  of  the  land  attached  likewise  goes  towards  the  support  of  the 
patients,  but  as  yet  no  estimation  of  its  value  appears  in  the  accounts. 

Every  item  of  expenditure  seems  to  be  regularly  entered ; there  should,  however,  be 
annually  made  up  and  published  a statement  of  the  expense  per  head  per  annum,  calculated 
from  the  average  number  of  patients  in  the  asylum  during  the  preceding  year,  apportioned 
u)ider  the  heads  of  salary,  clothing,  food,  by  means  of  which  the  expenses  of  various  asylums 
may  be  easily  compared  and  checked  ; or  to  make  this  department  as  available  as  possible 
for  other  institutions,  a table  of  expenditure,  as  underneath,  might  be  made  out,  in  a form 
similar  to  the  one  subjoined. 


Repiirt  on 
Medical  Relief, 

Sir  D.  Curry,  M.n. 

J.  It.  Corrii-,  esq.  ji.D. 


Medical  Instruc- 
tion. 


Income  and 
Expenditure. 


8. 

Total  Eipenditure 
in  -Salaries  and 
Serrants’  Wages. 

Avarage  Coat  per 
Head  per  Annum, 
in  Salaries  only. 

Total  Expenditure 
in  Food, 

Average  Cost  per 
Head  per  Annuni. 
in  Food  only. 

Average  Cost  per 
Head  per  Week, 
in  Food  only. 

Average  Coit  per 
Head  per  Dion, 
in  Food  only. 

■£.  s.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  s._  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

The  population  and  extent  of  country  to  which  a dispensary  can  be  considered  as  capable  C».ck  E™.,,  oq. 
of  affording  adequate  relief,  must  of  necessity  vary  according  as  its  sphere  includes  a p<,puiajion  and 
rural  or  a town  district.  Amidst  the  dense  population  of  a town  or  city,  a single  medical  patent  of  Country’, 
man  caii,  with  advantage,  extend  his  attendance  to  a much  larger  number  of  persons  tlian 
in  the  country,  where,  fi-om  a general  review  of  the  evidence  which  I have  been  able  to 
procure,  1 should  say,  that  if  a dispensary  Were  placed  in  the  centre  of  its  district,  the 
utmost  distance  to  which  its  attendant  should  be  required  to  go,  ought  not,  in  any  case,  to 
exceed  five  miles.  There  are  many  eases,  as  of  strangulated  hernia,  retention  ot  urine, 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  &c.  which,  though  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence,  are  yet  ot 
such  a nature  as  to  require  unremitting  attention  and  frequent  visits  during  the  dav. 
persons  labourinv  under  them  be  at  a greater  distance  from  the  dispensary  than  tfiat 
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indicated  above,  it  becomes  absolutely  impossible  that  they  can  receive  that  care  from  the 
surgeon  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  In  the  counties  which  I have  visited,  the  medical 
institutions  are  too  few,  except  in  particular  places,  where  their  number  have  been  increased 
for  the  personal  purposes  of  a medical  attendant,  or  the  convenience  of  some  country 
o-entleman,  who  has  obtained  their  formation  for  the  aid  of  his  own  immediate  tenantry. 
In  few  cases,  however,  has  their  situation  been  selected  in  conformity  with  the  rule  con- 
tained in  the  above  observations,  and  I know  of  no  other  guide  by  which  to  i-egulate  their 
location.  It  is  to  be  observed  of  the  accommodation  or  assistance  at  present  afforded  by 
dispensaries,  none  who  a^fly  for  a participation  in  it  are  ever  refused,  if  properly  recom- 
mended, or  rather  if  recommended  according  to  the  existing  Acts  of  Parliament ; but  from 
the  nature  of  most  of  these  establishments,  and  above  all  from  the  remoteness  of  many  of 
the  places  to  which  the  attendant  is  liable  to  be  summoned,  that  effective  aid  which,  in  my 
view  of  the  case,  should  always  be  at  hand,  is  seldom  if  ever  capable  of  being  given.  Of 
the  dispensaries  visited,  a very  small  proportion  possessed  internal  arrangements  for  the 
reception  of  patients.  This  want  is  often  severely  felt  when  sudden  accidents  or  acute  and 
serious  diseases  occur.  The  county  hospital  or  infirmary  (generally  the  only  place  where 
intemalaccommodation  is  to  be  obtained)  is  often  twenty,  tliirty  and  even  sometimes  fifty 
miles  off.  The  removal  of  certain  urgent  cases  to  such  a distance  exposes  the  sufferer  to 
the  imminent  risk  of  loss  of  life  ; and  it  has  occurred  more  than  once  that  the  patient  has 
expired  on  the  journey.  This  state  of  things  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  only  remedied  by 
attacliing  to  each  dispensary  a small  “ local  infirmary,”  capable  of  containing  from  six  to 
twelve  beds,  according  to  circumstances.  Without  some  arrangement  of  this  kind,  which 
would  be  eminently  calculated  to  arrest,  at  their  commencement,  the  progress  of  infectious 
disorders,  I must  express  a decided  conviction,  grounded  on  experience,  that  no  permanent 
and  real  succour  can  be  extended  to  the  sick  poor. 

Dispensaries,  together  with  the  small  hospital  which  it  has  been  recommended  in  every 
instance  to  unite  to  them,  should  be  substantially  built  of  brick  and  stone,  and  they  should 
have  attached  a comfortable  and  respectable  house  for  the  medical  attendant,  in  which  he 
should,  under  pain  of  dismissal,  be  bound  constantly  and  permanently  to  reside.  It  would 
be  necessary,  as  a matter  of  course,  that  a waiting  room  should  be  provided  in  which 
patients  might  remain  until  prescribed  for.  There  should  be  a supply  of  solid  and  useful 
furniture,  not  only  for  the  department  of  the  institution  devoted  to  public  purposes,  but  also 
forthe  use  ofthe  physician  and  the  other  officers  and  servants.  For  this  furniture,  and  for 
all  stores,  such  as  beds,  blankets,  sheets,  &c.  which  the  extent  of  the  establishment  might 
require  for  the  use  of  the  intern  patients,  those  individuals  ought  to  be  held  responsible,  to 
whose  custody  they  had  been  entrusted.  The  close,  confined  and  unwholesome  position  in 
which  several  medical  establishments  are  placed,  induce  me  to  point  it  out  as  a matter  pecu- 
liarly worthy  of  attention,  that  every  hospital  should  stand  detached  in  the  centre  of  some 
clear  ground,  where  the  contiguity  of  other  houses  would  neither  prevent  the  free  access  of 
circulating  air,  nor  facilitate  the  diffusion  of  contagion.  I should  say,  therefore,  that  at  least 
one  acre  of  ground  should  ever  form  an  appendage  to  an  establishment  destined  for  the 
curing  of  disease,  and  be  peculiarly  devoted  to  its  use.  In  it  vegetables  might  be  cultivated 
for  the  consumption  of  the  patients.  I would  approve  of  no  locality,  however  otherwise 
eligible,  which  did  not  ensure  a copious  supply  of  pure  water,  an  article  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  preservation  not  only  of  cleanliness  but  of  health.  Of  equal,  if  not  of  more 
importance,  would  be  an  apparatus  for  the  giving  of  hot  or  warm  baths.  Such  a provision 
is  indispensable,  as  there  are  many  diseases,  especially  of  the  skin,  in  which  its  application 
would  constitute,  if  not  the  sole,  certainly  the  most  effectual  mode  of  treatment.  I would 
impress  upon  the  Board,  that  a dispensary,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  it,  should  be  the 
hona  -fide  property  of  the  governors,  whoever  they  may  be.  In  this  manner  would  be 
avoided  the  possibility  of  any  annoyance  arising  from  the  caprice,  the  avarice  or  the  change 
ofthe  landlord  on  whose  property  they  might  be  placed.  Thus  also  would  be  obviated  the 
frequent  jobs  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  course  of  iny  inspection; 
medical  attendants,  who  had  hired  but  a single  room  for  the  objects  of  the  institution,  have 
contrived  to  get  credit  from  the  management  for  the  rent  of  the  entire  house,  and  have 
witliheld  the  necessary  accommodation  from  the  poor  who  sought  relief.  On  no  pretext 
whatsoever,  in  my  opinion,  ought  the  dispensary,  its  offices  and  the  ground  they  stand  on, 
be  the  property  of  any  person  or  body  other  than  of  the  governors. 

The  age  of  the  medical  attendant  of  a dispensary  or  other  such  establishment  should  never 
be  less  than  21,  and  in  the  present  advanced  state  of  medical  education,  it  would  not  be 
unreasonable  to  require  that  every  candidate  should  produce  a degree  or  diploma  from  some 
college  or  university  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  especially  one  qualifying  him  to  practise 
sui:gery  and  midwifery.  In  addition,  his  testimonials  should  prove  that  he  has  given  due 
attSidance  for  a sufficient  length  of  time  at  the  hospitals  where  the  latter  branches  of  his 
profession  are  taught.  It  requires  much  consideration  to  determine  in  whom  the  power  of 
making  appointments  to  medical  charities  should  reside.  Under  the  present  regulations  of 
those  establishments,  many  persons  have  been  appointed  who  are  totally  unqualified  to  dis- 
charge the  trust  reposed  in  them,  never  having  taken  any  medical  degree,  and  never  having 
attended  either  hospitals  or  lectures  at  which  they  could  acquire  any  acquaintance  with  even 
the  slightest  duties  of  their  profession.  I would,  therefore,  suggest,  as  a preliminary  step, 
that  the  governors  of  an  institution  should  select  two  or  three  individuals,  and  that  then  one 
or  more  competent  persons  should  be  authorized  to  hold  a personal  examination  of  these 
candidates,  and  ultimately  to  appoint  wliichever  of  them  might  appear  the  best  educated  and 
the  most  fit.  But  the  control  of  the  Board  or  some  equivalent  supreme  authority  ought  not 
to  cease  with  his  appointment ; it  should  extend  at  all  times  to  every  department  of  the 

manage- 
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management  of  dispensaries  and  hospitals  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  It  should  not 
be  permitted  that  appointments  to  more  than  one  hospital  or  dispensary  should  be  united  in 
the  same  person,  and  he  should  be  required  to  give  his  full  and  undivided  attention  to  the 
institution  which  had  been  committed  to  his  care.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  restriction 
would  be  in  cities,  where,  as  the  visiting  of  extern  patients  forms  no  part  of  the  office  of  the  hos- 
pital sui^eon,  of  whose  time  a limited  portion  only  is  required  within  the  walls  of  thehospital, 
a plurality  of  appointments  is  often  held,  with  the  utmost  efficiency,  by  the  same  individual. 
Even  in  these  cases  the  special  permission  of  the  Board  should  be  necessary  for  an  exemption. 
A medical  attendant  should  be  required  in  all  instances  to  act  as  surgeon,  physician  and 
accoucheur;  also  as  apothecary,  except  in  large  hospitals.  I would  never,  under  pain 
of  dismissal,  allow  the  duty  to  be  performed  by  deputy,  saving  when  sickness  incapacitated 
the  principal ; and  in  this  case  the  substitute  should  be  regularly  and  properly  qualified  for 
the  task  he  undertakes.  I would  refer  to  my  Report  on  the  dispensary  of  Donoughmore,  in 
the  county  of  Cork,  as  containing  a most  flagrant  instance  of  the  contrary  practice.  It 
would  not  be  necessary  to  prevent  altogether  the  acquisition  of  private  practice ; but  I would 
not  by  any  means  encourage  it.  If  a medical  man  were  rendered  independent  by  his  salary, 
his  exclusive  attention  might  justly  be  claimed  for  his  public  duties,  which  ought,  in  truth, 
to  occupy,  if  not  the  whole,  at  least  the  greater  part  of  his  time.  I would  not,  however,  be 
understood  as  wishing  to  debar  those  residing  in  his  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  advan- 
tages of  his  experience  and  assistance  in  circumstances  of  emergency  or  of  serious  illness  ; at 
the  same  time',  leave  of  absence,  even  for  a single  day,  ought  to  be  refused,  unless  the  Board 
were  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the  pretext.  There  should,  in  short,  be  but  one 
medical  attendant  to  each  institution,  and  he  should  be  well  paid  and  well  loorked.  Where 
tlie  duty  of  any  situation,  however  subordinate,  is  performed  by  deputy,  the  same  privilege 
will  ultimately  be  claimed  for  the  rest.  The  duties  of  a large  hospital,  it  is  true,  cannot  be 
performed  without  an  apothecary ; but  none  ought  to  be  admitted  to  act  as  such  who  had 
not  taken  out  the  qualification  of  Master  at  the  Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Ireland.  It  should  be 
in  the  power  of  the  poor,  who  conceive  that  they  are  aggrieved  by  the  irregularity  or  want  of 
attention  of  a physician,  to  lay  their  complaints  before  some  controlhng  authority,  whose 
province  it  would  be  to  investigate  and  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  their  giievances.  I may 
be  pennitted  to  observe,  that  such  matters  ought  to  be  managed  with  much  discretion,  as  1 
well  know  that  a frequent  source  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  poor  is,  that'  they  do  not  get  that 
medicine  nr  preparation  which  they  think  proper  and  apply  for.  Let  all  complaints  be  com- 
mitted to  writing  and  forwarded  to  the  Board,  who  should  have  the  power  of  fine, suspension 
and  dismissal.  For  the  relief  of  sudden  accidents,  no  hospital  should  ever  be  without  the 
presence  of  some  student,  of  at  least  two  years’  standing  in  the  profession.  He  might  also 
dispense  medicines,  or  assist  in  so  doing,  where  a regular  apothecary  was  not  retained.  In 
dispensaries,  this  provision  would  not  be  practicable.  As  to  the  administration  of  medicines, 
they  are  or  ought  to  be  always  given  by  me  nurses  in  hospitals ; but  in  dispensary  practice  it 
must  be  entrusted  to  the  patients  themselves  after  their  return  to  their  homes. 

To  each  dispensary  there  ought  to  be  but  one  medical  attendant.  He  should  he  held 
strictly  responsible  for  the  performance  of  the  entire  duty,  and,  in  consequence,  he  would 
be  entitled  to  a fair  remuneration  ; I should  say  that  his  salary  ought  not  in  any  case  to  be 
under  200/.  a year.  Such  compensation  would  ensure  to  the  country  at  large  a number  of 
well-educated  individuals,  and  we  should  no  longer  see  important  appointments  held  by  the 
description  of  persons  who  are  too  often  to  be  met  with.  The  source  whence  the  physician’s 
salary  is  to  be  drawn,  is  by  no  means  an  indifferent  matter;  at  present  his  payment  depends 
on  the  whim  of  a number  of  individuals,  whose  ends  are  attained,  and  whose  subscriptions 
are  frequently  withdrawir  as  soon  as  the  dispensary  has  been  established,  and  their  friend 
has  been  appointed  its  medical  attendant.  This  and  some  other  abuses  or  inconveniences 
can,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  be  only  remedied  by  making  the  salary  a charge  upon  tl  e 
county  or  barony,  to  be  levied  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes.  At  the  same  time  every 
facility  and  security  should  be  afforded  for  the  endowment  of  the  institution,  by  the 
donations  of  benevolent  individuals.  I would  not  permit  any  committee  or  body  of 
governors  to  regulate  the  amount ; the  Board  above  alluded  to  should  alone  have  the  power 
of  dictating  it.  By  an  arrangement  of  the  nature  which  I have  taken  the  liberty  of 
recommending,  coupled  with  a proviso  that  the  physician  should  consider  himself  bound  to 
give  the  necessarily  increased  attention  demanded  by  the  presence  of  an  epidemic,  receiving 
, afterwards  for  such  aid  adequate  compensation  from  the  Board,  much  money  would 
eventually  be  saved  to  the  county  on  occasions  of  such  visitations  as  the  recent  cholera, 
when  mere  boys,  uneducated  and  even  unapprenticed,  received  in  many  instances  consi- 
derable sums  for  their  miscalled  services.  If  all  e.xpenses,  salaries,  &c.  were  completely 
brought  under  the  control  of  the  Board,  there  would  be  created  an  effectual  check  to  a- 
system  of  jobbing  which  is  too  common  between  nominal  subscribers  and  medical  attendants, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  increase  of  salary.  The  authority  of  the  grand  jury  has 
been  found  quite  inadequate  to  the  prevention  of  this  practice. 

I do  not  take  upon  me  to  decide  to  whom  the  power  of  election  should  be  enti'u.sted, 
but  I do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  it  would  be  indispensable  that  all  appointments, 
together  with  the  qualifications  of  the  person  appointed,  should  be  submitted  to  the 
approval  of  the  Board.  In  order  to  ensure  a legitimate  competition,  it  would  be  necessary 
that  notice  of  all  vacancies  should  be  given  by  advertisement  in  at  least  two  newspapers.  I 
would  direct  attention  to  this  point,  as  in  the  present  state  of  things  persons  are  almost 
always  appointed  by  their  friends,  without  any  regard  to  testimonials  or  to  competence. 
The  local  governors  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  return  for  selection  to  the  Board  the  names 
of  any  candidates  who  did  not  possess  the  necessary  degrees  which  have  been  before  spoken 
0.5  E 2 of. 
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of.  A thorouo-h  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  midwifery  should  be  particularly  insisted  on ; 
on  this  latter°point  the  wants  of  the  poor  have  been  hitherto  greatly  neglected.  A due 
attention  to  it  would  entail  much  and  severe  duty  on  a medical  attendant,  and  it  would  be 
just  that  he  should  be  remunerated  accordingly.  Having  already  adverted  to  the  age  which 
a medical  officer  ought  to  have  attained  in  order  to  become  eligible,  it  remains  for  me  to 
add,  that  I am  of  opinion  that  no  one  should  be  selected  who  had  passed  the  age  of  45.  I 
am  aware  that  the  Army  Board  limits  the  age  of  its  candidates  much  more  narrowly,  but  the 
justness  of  its  rules  does  not  apply  to  civilians.  I have  to  add,  that,  of  course,  I would  not 
displace  a physician  merely  because  he  had  reached  46  years  ; but  after  20  years  service  I 
think  that  he  should.be  entitled  to  the  choice  of  retiring,  with  an  allowance  of  half  salary  as 
a superannuation.  This,  however,  should  be  subject  to  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
Board  of  his  services  and  good  conduct.  The  Board  also  should  be  empowered  to  gvantcom- 

pensationfor  anyinjury  suffered,  orany  disease  contracted  by  themedi  cal  offi-cers  in  thedischarge 
of  their  duties.  I would,  on  no  account,  accept  the  gratuitous  services  of  any  inan,  though  such 
are  easily  obtained  in  districts  where  many  physicians  are  to  be  found  ; experience  proves  that 
the  hope  of  a deserved  reward  is  the  most  active  stimulus  to  exertion.  A medical  man 
ought  not  to  be  retained  against  the  known  feelings  of  the  poor ; if  they  be  unwilling  to 
apply  to  him,  however  ill-founded  their  motives,  his  utility  ceases  in  a great  measure. 

On  the  supply  of  genuine  drugs  and  well-prepared  medicines,  depends,  in  great  measure, 
the  utility  of  a dispensary.  A list  of  the  necessary  articles  would  not  extend  to  any  great 
length,  but  every  thing  should  be  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  above  all  be  procured  from  a 
respectable  and  recognized  druggist ; on  no  pretext  from  any  officer  of  the  establishment; 
and  be  paid  for  quarterly  by  a draft  on  the  treasurer.  I think  it  so  important  to  the 
securing  of  good  drugs  to  an  institution,  that  no  officer  should  be  concerned  in  the  supply 
of  them^  tliat  if  I permitted  private  practice  of  any  kind,  I would  most  certainly  not  permit 
the  medical  attendant  to  practise  as  an  apothecary,  or  even  to  keep  or  dispense  medicine  on 
his  ovra  account.  To  his  care  should  be  entrusted  all  medicines  and  pharmaceutical 
apparatus,  and  he  should  be  held  sti-ictly  responsible  for  their  preservation  ; I would  forbid 
him  to  entrust  them  to  any  servant,  or  to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  drugs,  under  pain  of 
dismissal.  I would  hold  him  equally  responsible  for  the  more  indispensable  surgical 
instruments,  which  it  would  be  always  advisable  to  provide  for  the  use  of  the  establishment, 
to  the  purposes  of  which,  as  a general  -rule,  they  should  be  altogether  confined.  There 
would  of  course  occur  urgent  cases,  where  a deviation  from  this  rule  might  be  permitted. 
The  use  of  leeches,  unless  resorted  to  with  much  discretion,  would,  in  inland  towns,  entail  a 
very  heavy  expense ; but  as  there  are  not  a few  conditions  of  the  body  in  which  they  alone  are 
applicable  as  a means  of  extracting  blood,  I conceive  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  permit  a 
certain  latitude  to  the  medical  attendant,  and  to  rely  upon  his  Judgment  for  the  avoiding 
needless  outlay.  Notwithstanding  the  doubts  which  have  recently  been  throwm  on  the 
preventive  efficacy  of  vaccination,  its  utility  still  remains  so  obvious,  that  it  ought  to  be  made 
imperative  on  every  medical  attendant  to  vaccinate,  on  two  or  three  appointed  days  in  each 
week,  the  children  of  all  poor  persons  who  might  apply  for  the  purpose.  If,  in  addition,  he 
were  required  to  keep  an  accurate  register  of  flie  dates  and  replts  of  this  practice,  he  would 
most  materially  contribute  to  the  adoption  of  true  views  on  this  subject  of  universal  concern. 
The  use  of  vaccine  matter  would,  however,  be  seriously  diminished,  if  each  medical  attendant 
be  not  enjoined  under  explicit  regulations,  and  under  pain  of  dismissal,  to  refiain  from  the 
insertion  of  variolus  or  small-pox  virus  ; a custom  which  I have  found  to  be  far  more  general 
than  I could  possibly  have  conceived  (see  Report  on  French  Park  Dispensaiy,  County 
Roscommon).  In  no  point  of  view  have  I found  the  existing  dispensary  system  less 
conducive  to  public  advantage  than  with  reference  to  the  disease  of  small-pox.  They  seem 
to  have  exercised  no  influence  in  checking  the  inclination  of  the  people  to  have  recourse  to 
the  numerous  mendicant  inoculators,  who  diffuse  the  distemper  so  extensively  ; I entertain 
such  decided  opinions  on  this  subject,  that  I think  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  would,  as 
in  France  and  Austria,  be  most  beneficially  exerted  m imposing  severe  penalties  on  all 
parties,  whether  medical  or  not,  who  should'be  found  guilty  of  inoculating  with  small-pox. 

The  several  particulars  towards  which  I have  endeavoured  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  general  head  of  Pharmacy,  are  of  a nature  that  require  constant 
vigilance  and  attention  to  attain  the  object  which  should  be  always  kept  in  sight ; that  is, 
the  administration  of  perfect  medical  relief  to  the  poor.  If  a Board  were  formed,  its  mem- 
bers would,  of  course,  be  confined  by  their  duties  to  the  metropolis,  and  at  any  rate  it  would 
be  impossible  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  minute  details  on  which  good  ma- 
nao-ement  depends.  I conceive  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  appoint  two  or  three 
ins'pectors,  whose  duties  ought  to  consist  in  personally  inspecting  from  time  to  time,  and 
without  notice  given,  all  dispensaries  and  hospitals they  should  carefully  examine  whether 
the  medical  attendants  and  other  persons  employed  had  acted  in  perfect  accordance  with 
instructions  and  regulations,  and  they  should  make,  in  writing,  periodical  returns  of  all  these 
tilings  to  the  Board. 

The  affairs  of  a dispensaiy  can  not  be  regular  unless  a register  be  kept.  This  should  be 
done, by  the  medical  attendant,  and  he  should  enter  the  date  of  the  admission  of  each  patient, 
and  of  his  dismissal,  also  the  name  of  his  disease,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  may  have  termi- 
nated. A register  should  likewise  contain  an  enumeration  of  all  capital  or  important  operations 
undertaken  in  the  institution,  and  an  account  of  their  results.  Under  an  improved  system  of 
dispensaries,  I should  expect  that  poor  lying-in  women  should  always  receive  every  neces- 
sary attention,  and  I would  advise  that  mention  should  be  made  in  the  register  of  all  cases 
of  midwifery  which  had  been  attended  to.  The  notice  of  the  competent  authority,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  should  be  frequently  directed  to  the  accuracy  of  these  registers. 

A dis- 
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A diepensary  should  extend  its  assistance  to  all  the  inhabitants  within  its  district,  unable 
to  pay  for  advice  and  medicine.  Upon  all  such  persons  the  medical  attendant  should  attend, 
witnout  requiring  a recommendation  from  any  one.  He  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  refuse  any 
anolicant  To  tins  it  may  be  objected,  that  many  whose  circumstances  would  enable  them 
to  nav  for  medical  aid,  would  not  hesitate  to  avail  themselves  gratuitously  of  that  relief 
which  was  intended  solely  for  the  destitute  and  the  poor.  Of  such  conduct  t^iere  would  no 
■doubt  be  occasional  instances,  but  it  is  permitted  to  think  that  less  loss  would  arise  to  tlie 
countv  from  the  fraudulent  participation  of  a few  individuals,  than  injury  to  humanity,  if 
one  reailv  indigent  person  were  deprived  of  that  relief  which  the  community  had  provided 
for  the  necessitous.  The  servants  of  subscribers  have  hitherto  been  always  considered  as  fit 
obiects  for  medical  charities.  It  appears  to  me  that  domestics  of  the  upper  rank,  as 
butlers  and  housekeepers,  are  not  fit  objects.  I think  that  other  servants  are.  I could 
mention  many  instances  where  absentee  landlords,  and  even  resident  proprietors,  have  alto- 
gether declined  contrihutiiig  to  dispensaries,  from  which  nevertheless  their  poorer  tenants 
were  relieved  to  a very  considerable  extent.  I have  found  it  also  to  be  not  uncommon  for 
farmers  and  others  of  moderate  means  to  become  subscribers  of  a small  sum,  often  half 
a fTuinea  In  this  manner  the  subscription  list,  which  was  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  and 
on'whicli  the  amount  of  the  presentment  depended,  was  swelled,  whilst  the  subscribers 
drew  aid  from  the  charity,  often  far  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  which  they  had  given. 
These  abuses  could  not  possibly  take  place  if  tiie  funds  of  medical  insUtutions  were  sup- 
plied from  a rateable  tax  which  had  been  levied  from  all  in  just  proportions;  a mode  which 
has  been  already  suggested.  Such  an  arrangement  would  no  longer  le^e  a pretext  for 
refusing  relief  to  any  one  soliciting  it.  All  would,  in  truth,  become  erititled  to  it. 

In  all  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  extern  patients  should,  daily  and  at  fixed  liours,  be 
attended . to,  and  prescribed  for.  Persons  rendered  incapable,  by  disea^se,  of  presenting 
themselves  at  the  institution,  should,  within  the  limits  of  an  assigned  district,  be  visited 
at  their  own  dwellings.  In  cases  of  severe  illness  a single  visit  m the  24  hours  would  be  by 
no  means  sufficient.  Here  the  medical  attendant  should  be  obliged  to  attend  to  the  con- 
dition of  his  patient  as  often  during  the  day  as  may  be  necessary.  Sudden  accidents 
should,  at  all  hours,  claim  his  especial  attention,  and  even  during  the  night  it  should  be 
incumbent  on  him,  in  such  cases,  to  afford  every  assistance  m his  power.  For  this  pu^ose 
it  would  be  necessary  that  he  should  have  at  his  disposal  all  requisite  bandages  and  splints, 
and  a iudicious  supply  of  instruments  calculated  for  the  occasion.  A refusal  or  needless 
•delay  of  assistance  in  the  emergencies  just  mentioned,  should  never  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  incurring  an  expression  of  the  displeasure  of  the  Board.  Diligence  would  be 
ensured  on  the  pwt  of  the  medical  attendant;  if  there  were  an  order  that  he  should  keep  an  ac- 
count of  all  visits  paid  by  him,  and  that  in  addition  to  his  register  of  intern  patients,  he  should 
have  a book  for  externs,  to  contain  the  number  of  those  prescribed  for  on  each  day,  and 
an  entry  of  the  prescription  made  use  of  in  all  acute  diseases.  It  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  inspector  to  examine  these  journals,  and  to  decide  whether  the  practice  of  the  attendant 
was  characterized  by  proper  energy  and  discrimination.  The  ordinary  run  of  complaints  m 
dispensary  practice  are  of  such  a nature  as  not  to  require,  each,  a distmct  piescription. 
I would  not  allow  of  any  prescriptions  being  compounded  m the  shop  of  the  dispensary, 
except  those  of  its  medical  attendant.  In  speaking  of  extern  patients,  I cannot  avoid 
again  reverting  to  the  signal  benefits  which  dispensaries  may  be  made  to  yield  to  lying- 
in  women.  Such  persons  are,  at  present,  if  of  the  poorer  classes,  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  services  of  grossly  ignorant  midwives,  whose  unskdfulness  and  obstinate  prejudices 
are  not  unfrequently  the  cause  of  death  to  both  mother  and  child.  The  greater  number 
of  the  institutions  which  I have  visited  throughout  the  country,  do  not  provide  gratuitous 
aid  durino-  parturition,  and  in  consequence  recourse  in  difficult  cases  to  a qualified  medical 
man  is  ulually  postponed  until  his  intervention  is  no  longer  of  any  utility.  I am  of  opinion 
that  every  poor  lying-in  woman  should  be  aware  that  she  can,  m case  of  need,  or  iimeed 
in  all  cases,  call  for  the  assistance  of  an  educated  accoucheur,  and  that  the  latter  should 
be  not  only  bound  to  attend  her,  but  also  have  the  power  of  ordering  for  her  such  com- 
forts, as  wine,  gruel,  flannels,  &c.,  as  her  condition  may  demand.  I would  even  extend  his 
power  of  ordering  extras  to  other  diseases,  of  which  there  are  several,  that  in  their  pro- 
gress would  derive  more  benefit  from  proper  regimen  and  soothing  diluent  drinks,  and 
wlien  convalescence  had  commenced  from  nutritious  diet,  than  from  any  medicine  what- 
ever. I do  not  point  out  whence  these,  in  my  opinion,  indispensable  matters  should  be 
supplied  : at  present  tliere  is  no  source  to  afford  them,  , . • . x 

All  caUs  of  sudden  accident  should  be  entitled  to  immediate  admission  mto  every 
hospital,  and  one  or  two  beds  should  be  allowed  to  remain  vacant  for  the  purpose  oi 
receiving  them.  The  same  facilities  for  tlie  admission  of  fever  patients  should  exist  in  every 
institution  destined  for  the  relief  of  that  disease,  and  I would  propose  that  a recommen- 
dation should  not  be  deemed  necessary  for  either  class  of  patients.  For  other  maladies,  on 
the  contrary,  I think  that  the  demanding  of  a recommendation,  previous  to  receiving  them 
into  the  house,  would  be  attended  with  good  consequences,  as  it  would  induce  many  to 
subscribe  to  the  charity  for  the  sake  of  having  it  in  their  power  to  assist  their  dependants. 
At  the  same  time  the  permanent  stability  of  the  institution  should  lu  no  degree  re»t  on  the 
continuance  or  cessation  of  voluntary  subscriptions.  Tlie  friends  of  patients  (excepting 
of  those  who  labour  under  contagious  fever)  should  be  admitted  to  visit  th^  on  two  days 
in.each  week,  and  only  at  appointed  hours.  Tlic  conduct  of  patients,  at  all  times,  and  o 
visitors,  during  their  stay,  should  be  regulated  by  strict  rules  enforcing  decency  of  behaviour, 
&c.  Of  these  rules  a printed  copy  should  be  suspended  against  the  wall  of  every  ward, 
would  not  permit  patients,  on  any  condition,  to  leave  the  bounds  of  the  establishment  unt^ 
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the  period  of  their  final  discharge.  There  are  many  objections  to  the  performance  of  work 
• by  the  patients  in  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  whose  usefulness  may,  in  some  degree,  be 
measured  by  tbe  numbers  who  have  been  aided  in  them  in  a given  time.  If  l^our  be 
required  from  any  of  the  inmates,  there  is  danger  that  persons  might  contrive  to  be  retained 
longer  than  necessary,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  I'eally  sick.  The  only  deviation  from  these 
observations  should  be,  that  convalescents  might  assist  in  the  domestic  economy  of  the 
hospital,  as  in  sweeping  and  cleaning  the  rooms  and  passages.  The  erection  throughout  the 
country  of  district  lunatic  asylums,  promises  to  render  superfluous  the  appropriation  to 
lunatics  of  any  room  in  general  infirmaries ; but  it  would  be  well  that  some  arrano'ement 
should  be  made  for  their  temporary  detention  until  they  could  be  sent  to  the  asylum.  A 
patient  shoirld  not,  under  any  pretext,  be  prevented  from  having  communication  with  what- 
ever clergyman  he  may  wish  to  see.  A right  should  be  recognized  in  the  regular  clergymen 
of  all  sects  to  visit  the  wards  at  all  times,  but  they  should  be  bound  to  confine  themselves 
strictly  to  individuals  of  their  own  persuasion,  not  even  speaking  to  others,  unless*  a desire 
to  that  effect  had  been  expressed  to  some  of  the  medical  officers.  A note  of  such  desire  or 
request  should  be  made  at  the  time,  to  which  the  other  clergymen  should  be  permitted  to 
refer  for  their  respective  satisfaction.  None  but  regular  clergymen  should  be  allowed  to 
speak  on  religious  subjects  in  the  wards;  and  if  any  of  the  sick  wish  that  a friend,  or 
another  patient,  should  read  to  him  a religious  or  controversial  book,  this  should  be  done  in 
such  manner  as  not  to  reach  the  ears  of  persons  professing  a different  faith.  Neither 
religious  nor  controversial  books  should  be  publicly  distributed,  and  if  any  patient  receive 
sucli,  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  circulate  it  among  the  otliers.  If  there  be  chaplains 
attached  to  the  hospital,  their  names,  their  duties,  and  the  days  on  which  they  are  to  attend, 
should  be  inscribed  in  a book  devoted  to  the  purpose ; and  if  any  of  them  be  known  to  have 
deviated  from  the  line  laid  down  for  his  conduct,  he  should  be  bona  fide  dismissed. 

Those  only  w’ho  have  taken  a part  in  the  management  of  an  hospital,  can  imderstand  the 
economy  and  satisfaction  arising  from  the  establishment  of  a regular  and  well-defined 
dietary,  adapted  to  the  varying  circumstances  of  its  inmates.  A systematic  table  can  meet 
almost  every  case ; and  if  it  should  be  deemed  requisite  ever  to  order  “ extras”  it  should  be 
done  sparingly,  and  with  a prudent  regard  to  the  firnds  of  the  charity. 

On  the  admission  of  a patient,  his  clothes  should  be  delivered  irrto  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  officers,  to  be  cleaned,  purified  and  laid  by,  whilst  the  owner  remains  in  the  house.  For 
those  individuals  whom  it  is  not  necessary  to  confine  to  their  beds,  there  should  be  provided 
by  the  institution  loose  clothing,  of  a coarse  but  cleanly  description,  and  patients  should 
never  be  allowed  to  wear  their  own  clothes  in  the  wards. 

If  a sufficient  number  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  a district,  for  which  a disnensarr 
is  intended,  could  be  procured  to  form  a standing  committee  of  management,  and  if  a 
quorum  of  this  committee  would,  if  it  were  only  once  a month,  attend  to  and  investigate 
the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  charity,  I know  of  no  mode  in  which  such  institutions  would 
be  likely  to  be  more  judiciously  carried  on.  But,  fi'om  the  evidence  which  I have  been  able 
to  procure,  I much  doubt  whether  disinterested  aid  of  the  kind  can  be  any  where  expected. 
The  greater  number  of  dispensary  committees  have  entirely  neglected  the  objects  for  which 
they  were  appointed,  and  have  been  accessary  to  the  most  extensive  abuses,  by  suffering  the 
entire  management  of  the  institutions  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  medical  attendant,  or 
some  other  single  individual.  I would  therefore  be  inclined  to  propose  that  every  thing 
should  be  carried  on  under  the  immediate  directions  of  the  Board,  which  I have  before 
alluded  to ; and,  in  carrying  into  effect  its  orders,  I would  allow  to  the  medical  and  all 
other  officers  as  little  discretionary  power  as  possible.  The  Report  upon  the  North  Cork 
Infirmary  shows  the  evils  which  result  from  permitting  individuals  to  assume  the 
authority  of  managers  ex  officio.  The  interference  of  such  persons  should  be  put  a stop  to. 
If,  however,  the  formation  of  a committee  can  be  effected,  it  must,  in  order  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  good,  meet,  if  not  once  a fortnight,  at  least  once  a month.  A quorum  should  not 
consist  of  less  than  three  members.  Of  the  meetings  of  this  committee,  and  of  the  names  of 
those  attending  them,  and  their  proceedings,  minutes  should  be  entered  in  a book  kept  for 
the  purpose,  ^fhis  book  should  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  subscribers ; and  if  the 
establishment  derive  any  assistance  from  a tax,  to  rate-payers,  who  would  thus  he  enabled 
to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  expediency  and  justice  of  all  disbursements.  Subscribers 
should  alone  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election  of  committees,  and  proxies  should  never  be 
received.  In  the  intervals  between  the  meetings  of  the  committee,  it  would  be  well  that 
one  of  its  members  should  be  appointed  to  visit  the  dispensary  officially,  and  to  superintend 
the  working  of  its  details.  Where  he  sees  any  thing  requiring  correction  or  remark,  he 
should  write  his  observations  on  the  point  in  the  visiting  book,  which  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  the  inspection  of  the  chairman  at  the  next  meeting,  and  be  then  by  him  signed. 

It  has  frequently  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  course  of  my  inspection,  that  large 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  list  of  subscribers  just  previous  to  an  election,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  appointment  of  some  individual.  To  prevent  this  practice,  the 
election  of  all  non-medical  officers  should  be  vested  in  the  committee  alone,  if  it  exists 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  and  if  it  do  not  exist,  in  the  Board.  If  in  the 
committee,  the  system  of  open  voting  should  be  adopted ; and  the  appointments,  which 
the  Board  should  have  the  power  of  annulling,  ought  to  be  renewed  every  year.  Amono-sf 
the  non-medical'  officers,  the  most  important  is  tbe  treasurer.  The  evidence  which  has 
been  laid  before  the  Board  will  prove,  that  hitherto  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  expressly 
requires  that  the  treasurer  shall  give  due  security,  has  been  most  culpably  neglected.  The 
consequence  has  been,  that  the  grossest  frauds  have  taken  place,  and  that  some  institutions 
have  suffered  severe  losses.  I am  induced  therefore  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  a bank 

should 
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should  be  tlie  only  treasurer,  and  that  all  payments  should  be  made  through  drafts  upon  Report  on 
this  bank.  Wherever  recourse'  cannot  be  had  to  a bank,  let  the  required  surety  be  never  Medical  Relief. 

on  any  account  remitted  ; and  let  the  treasurer,  whoevei-  he  may  be,  be  really  responsible  

for  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  The  salaries  of  the  various  officers  must  of  course  vary  Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

according  to  the  nature  of  the  establishments  to  which  they  may  be  attached,  and  the 

amount  of  duty  which  they  may  have  to  perform.  I have  proposed  that  the  duration  of 

appointments  should  not  exceed  the  space  of  one  year,  in  order  that  at  the  expiration  of  that 

period,  the  Board  might  dispense  with  the  sendees  of  any  person,  with  the  propriety  of 

whose  conduct  they  Trad  not  reason  to  be  perfectly  satisfied.  I think  that  a check  or 

authority  of  this  nature  will  be  productive  of  the  best  effects. 

The  number  and  the  duties  of  the  necessary  attendants  cannot  be  generally  defined.  They  Attendants, 
must  depend  altogether  on  the  purposes  of  the  establishment.  Their  wages  also  must  be 
calculated  in  some  measure  with  reference  to  their  being  employed  in  town  or  country ; but 
whatever  they  may  be  in  amount,  they  should  never  be  paid  otherwise  than  by  a draft  on 
the  bank  or  treasurer.  All  the  attendants  should  be  provided  with  both  board  and  lodging 
within  the  institution,  and  the  enjoyment  of  any  perquisites  should  be  very  stiictly  forbidden, 
and  punished  when  discovered. 

Contracts  for  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  institution  should  be  invited  by  advertise-  Stores, 
ment.  None  of  the  officers  should  on  any  account  be  allowed  to  supply  any  thing,  but  if 
sufficient  publicity  be  given  to  the  notice,  I see  no  reason  why  a governor  should  be  pre- 
cluded from  becoming  a contractor. 

It  would  be  desirable  that  there  were  a general  code  of  regulations  equally  applicable  to  Rules, 
the  government  of  all  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  even  in  their  minutest  details.  This  would 
most  materially  lighten  the  task  of  the  directing  authorities  in  the  vigilant  attention  wlrich 
they  would  be  called  on  to  bestow  on  each  and  eveiy  institution ; and  from  the  absence  of 
some  uniform  system  of  regulations  much  injury  has  often  arisen,  and  even  in  some  instances 
considerable  loss  of  property.  I fear,  however,  that  perfect  uniformity  will  not  be  attain- 
able ; but  the  exceptions  should  be  as  few  as  possible. 

It  has  long  been  the  custom  in  the  army  medical  department  to  require  that  their  medical  Reports, 
officers  shall  present  monthly  reports,  embodying  an  account  of  all  matters  concerning  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  adoption  of  a sinrilar  practice  with 
reference  to  the  institutions  under  consideration,  would  be  attended  with  the  greatest  advantage. 

Each  medical  attendant  should  send  a written  report  to  the  Board  at  least  once  a month, 
and  a printed  report  should  be  published  for  general  inspection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
gentry,  in  many  places  wiiich  I have  visited,  in  expressing  a wish  that  more  extensive  atten- 
tion were  devoted  to  the  wants  of  the  poor,  especially  of  the  infirm,  tlie  sick  and  the  aged, 
have  concurred  in  the  opinion,  that  a district  medical  institution  might  most  usefully  be 
made  a convenient  place  of  meeting,  whence  those  individuals,  such  as  the  clergy,  rate- 
payers, &c.,  who  were  concerned  in  the  distribution  of  any  relief  to  the  indigent  beyond  that 
flowing  from  a dispensaiy,  could  very  advantageously  direct  their  operations. 

The  fluctuating  amount  of  the  receipts  of  medical  charities  has  been  found  to  have  inter-  Funds  and  Ac- 
fered  most  materially  with  their  well-being.  It  frequently  happens  that,  as  at  present  con-  counts,  Receipts, 
stituted,  the  main  support  of  their  existence  consists  of  the  large  subscriptions  of  one  or  two 
individuals,  w'hich  are  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  withdrawn  through  the  caprice  of  the  con- 
tributor, in  whose  power  may  thus  be  said  to  be  the  stability  of  the  institution.  If  we  look 
into  the  nature  of  a large  proportion  of  other  subscriptions,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  often 
accompanied  by  a tacit  stipulation,  that  if  given  by  individuals  of  the  lower  classes,  not  only 
the  donor,  but  all  his  family,  shall  be  attended  gmtuitously  and  provided  with  medicine ; and 
if  given  by  the  more  wealthy,  that  all  the  household  servants  of  the  contributor  shall  equally 
receive  every  kind  of  medical  aid  in  return.  Many  physicians  have  said  that  the  claims 
upon  their  time,  under  these  circumstances,  are  often  most  exorbitant,  and  that  they  have  been 
afraid  to  demand  any  remuneration  for  their  trouble.  It  appears  to  me,  that  subscriptions 
received  under  the  conditions  just  detailed,  cannot  with  justice  be  considered  as  gain, 
when  we  take  into  computation  the  degree  to  which  the  services  of  the  medical  attendant, 
and  the  medicines  and  stores  of  the  charity  are  given  as  an  equivalent.  I have  already 
proposed  a remedy  for  this  state  of  things,  when  I suggested,  that  the  maintenance  of  all 
hospitals  and  dispensaries  should  rest  on  a fixed  income,  to  be  drawn  from  the  public 
resources  of  the  country. 

With  the  exception  of  some  small  sums  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  or  Custody, 
other  resident  officer,  to  meet  any  unforeseen  contingency,  all  monies  should,  immediately 
after  being  received,  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  banker.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat, 
that  adequate  security  should  be  required  from  any  person  to  whom  either  the  funds,  or  the 
title-deeds,  or  other  property  of  the  institution  is  at  any  time  entrusted. 

In  the  payment  of  bills  a definite  line  should  be  followed,  which  would  prevent  even  the  Expenditure, 
possibility  of  imposition.  The  officer  or  attendant,  to  whose  care  any  article  purchased  liad 
been  committed,  should  certify  on  the  bill  that  it  had  been  duly  received.  The  bill  should  be 
then  presented  to  the  committee  or  other  managing  authority,  and  after  it  had  been  exa- 
mined by  them,  payment  should  be  made  by  a draft  on  the  treasurer,  and  in  no  other  way. 

It  would  be  well  that  all  debts  incurred  were  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  that 
receipts  were  taken,  to  be  afterwards  submitted  to  the  committee  at  their  next  meeting. 

Medical  charities  are  hardly  more  useful  as  modes  of  conveying  assistance  to  the  poor 
than  as  constituting  the  only  genuine  source  whence  those,  who  are  destined  to  administer  surreal  Instruction, 
that  assistance,  can  draw  the  information  and  experience  wliich  are  necessary  to  make  their 
seiwices  valuable.  Conformably  to  this  view,  I would  recommend  that  to  all  hospitals  and 
dispensaries  medical  attendants  should  have  free  access,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the 
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practice  of  the  attending  physician,  and  following  him  in  his  rounds  through  the  wards,  into 
which,  as  a general  mle,  they  should  not  be  admitted  at  any  other  time.  There  could  be 
no  objection  to  permitting  the  perfonnance  by  the  pupils  of  some  of  the  minor  operations  in- 
surtrery ; but  in  this,  as  in  every  thing  else,  there  should  be  explicit  regulations  for  their 
conduct.  An  hospital  may  be  made  to  yield  much  instruction  beyond  that  which  is  rnerely 
demonstrative.  I would,  therefore,  always  encourage  the  medical  attendaiit  to  give  clinical 
lectures,  and  any  emolument  arising  from  them  should  be  altogether  relinquished  in  his 
favour.  It  would  be  expedient  to  confine  the  instructions  to  clinical  lectures,  since  there  is 
too  much  ground  to  expect  that  the  dissections  which  anatomical  demonstrations  ^ would 
require,  might  have  the  effect  of  deterring  the  poor  from  taking  advantage  of  the  institution. 
From  these  observations,  post  mortem  examinations  are  of  course  exempted,  and  also  those 
required  for  the  satisfaction  of  coroners’  juries. 

Having  thus  far  developed  (venturing  for  the  most  part  to  rely  on  my  experience  as  an 
hospital  surgeon  during  a period  of  nearly  40  years)  a general  system  for  the  organization  ot 
hospital  relief,  it  may  not  be  superfluous  to  add  a few  words  on  the  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  nature  of  the  prevailing  diseases  within  the  last  few  years.  Formerly,  in  this 
country,  the  spring  months  were  marked  by  various  inflammatory  and  febrile  maladies, 
affecting  in  particular  the  lungs  and  other  organs  of  the  chest.  Fever  of  the  most  malignant 
type  generally  showed  itself  in  summer,  whilst  the  autumns  were  distinguished  by  dysen- 
terical  and  many  anomalous  abdominal  or  bowel  complaints.  In  winter,  besides  other  dis- 
tempers, there  was  always  a recurrence  of  asthmas  and  chronic  diseases  of  the  lungs  and 
windpipe.  At  each  season  cases  of  all  diseases  were  of  course  to  be  met  with.  I have  only 
mentioned  the  characteristics  of  the  various  periods  of  the  year.  The  fevers,  which  seemed 
to  have  their  origin  in  the  heats  of  summer,  and  also  in  some  measure  in  the  humidity  of  the 
autumnal  season,  were  usually  of  that  low  nervous  type  which  all  experience  has  shown  to 
be  always  fataUy  aggravated  and  widely  extended  by  scanty  food  and  insufficient  clothing. 
Of  late  years  spasmodic  choleiu  would,  according  to  the  statements  which  have  been  sup- 
plied to  me  by  medical  men,  in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  seem  to  have  taken  the  place  of  these 
typhus  fevers,  which  have,  in  a truly  remarkable  manner,  declined  in  frequency  since  the- 
appearance  of  the  former  disease.  To  this  fact,  as  to  a point  of  practical  importance,  i would 
beg  leave  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Board,  because  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  expect 
occasional  returns  of  cholera  for  at  least  some  time  to  come.  It  would  be  necessary,  there- 
fore, that  a provision  should  be  in  permanent  existence  to  meet  it,  and  check  it  at  its  very 
commencement ; I think  that  the  means  towards  both  these  ends  are  to  be  found  in  a law 
which  should  require  that  eveiy  hospital  supported  by  public  funds  should  receive  and  treat 
all  patients  labouring  under  malignant  cholera,  and,  indeed,  I may  add,  under  all  epidemic- 
diseases.  Fever  hospitals,  which  we  have  supposed  to  have  rather  fewer  claims  upon  them 
for  admission,  under  the  circumstances  may  with  much  benefit  be  diverted  from  what  their 
name  implies.  But  the  opening  of  the  hospitals  would  not  alone  meet  the  emergencies 
which  are  contemplated,  unless  external  aid  were  provided  for  the  poor  at  their  own  houses. 
Tile  physicians,  under  the  control  of  the  Board,  should  be  bound  to  visit  cases  of  cholera 
occurring  in  their  own  district,  and  if  it  should  be  deemed,  that  in  so  doing,  the  extension  of- 
tlieir  duties  would  be  unreasonably  great,  the  Board  should  appoint  other  medical  men  as 

If  dispositions  of  this  kind  had  been  available  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  visitation,  not 
only  much  injudicious  outlay  of  money  would  have  been  avoided,  but  in  all  probability  the- 
pro°ress  of  the  distemper  would  have  been  impeded.  I am  inclined  to  expect  little  or  no 
assistance  from  local  Boards  of  Health  (further  than  in  mattem  of  medical  police,  as  in- 
cleansing  sewers,  streets,  whitewashing  houses,  &c.)  from  the  timidity  and  want  of  know- 
ledge which  has  hitherto  obtained  among  their  members.  The  services  which  it  was  thought 
they  could  render  can  reasonably  be  expected  only  from  medical  gentlemen  whose  business- 
it  has  been  to  render  themselves  familiar  with  disease,  and  from  whom  energetic  assistance 
in  circumstances  of  danger  and  emergency  may  with  justice  be  expected,  in  consideration  of 
the  increased  emolument  to  which  additional  duty  would  entitle  them. 
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GENERAL  REPORT  on  the  existing  System  of  Public  Medical  Relief  in  Ireland, 
by  W.  P.  Borrett,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Medical  Assistant  Commissioner. 


On  the  Dispensaries. 

THE  Dispensahies  established  in  the  counties  of  Kerry  and  Roscommon,  and  in  the 
East  Riding  of  the  county  of  Cork,  to  which  my  inquiry  was  directed,  would,  if  well  situate, 
well  supported,  and  well  conducted,  furnish  an  invaluable  means  of  relief  to  the  sick  poor. 
There  are,  however,  several  objectionable  points  in  the  present  system,  which  I proceed 
to  notice  in  the  order  and  arrangement  adopted  in  taking  the  Medical  Evidence. 

The  first  and  one  of  the  most  important  points  for  consideration  is  the  allocation  of  dis- 
pensaries. Although,  generally  speaking,  they  occupy  suitable  positions,  they  are  in  some 
parts  unequally  distributed  over  the  country,  being  unnecessarily  close  together,  and  fre- 
quent,* or  scarce,  and  even  entirely  wanting,  where  the  public  convenience  most  requires 
them.  Thus  the  district  is  either  circumscnbed  within  a narrow  compass,  or  vague  and 
undefined,  and  extending  a long  way ; for  it  is  the  custom  to  swell  the  subscription-list  by 
receiving  contributions  from  every  quarter,  without  reference  to  the  extent  of  duty  imposed 
on  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  sometimes  called  upon  to  visit  as  far  as  8,  10  and  even  12 
miles  from  the  dispensary.  The  reason  of  this  partially  existing  state  of  medical  relief 
(for  which  it  may  be  observed  there  is  a tax  levied  upon  the  county  at  large),  as  well  as  of 
seeking  contributions  so  far  off,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  present  plan  of  allowing  any 
number  of  subscribers  to  originate  a dispensary  where  they  please,  and  making  the  gi-and 
jury  presentment  to  depend  upon  the  amount  subscribed. 

The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  leaves  the  selection  of  the  spot  to  the  subscribers  ; and  hence 
it  may  be  applied  rather  for  their  own  accommodation  than  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
Some  amendment  of  it  is  therefore  requiren  by  restricting  the  establishment  of  a dispensary 
to  certain  localities  and  a certain  population ; and  at  the  same  time  to  make  its  establishment 
under  such  circumstances  compulsory.  It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
examined  on  the  subject,  that,  supposing  it  were  in  contemplation  to  map  out  the  country 
into  dispensary  districts,  a tract  of  four  miles  or  thereabouts,  extending  in  eveiy  direction 
from  the  residence  of  the  medical  officer,  might  very  well  be  assigned  to  his  charge ; having 
reference  also  to  the  population,  diminishing  the  distance  where  the  people  are  collected 
into  towns  and  villages,  and  increasing  it,  on  the  contrary,  in  those  parts  which  are  thinly 
inhabited. 

The  building  was  in  general  a decent-looking,  commodious  house,  consisting  of  two  apart- 
ments, one  a surgery,  the  other  a waiting -place  for  the  patients ; or  a room  was  set  apart 
in  the  rear  of  the  house  of  the  medical  officer,  with  a separate  approach.  Occasionally  it 
was  hired  of  a subscriber  at  a high  rent.  It  was  seldom  the  jiroperty  of  the  county;  but  the 
witnesses  admitted  this  would  be  a better  plan,  for  then,  if  they  had  fixed  upon  an  eligible 
place,  they  might  be  sure  of  keeping  it.  But  from  the  want  of  some  such  regulation, 
exceptions  to  this  kind  of  builduig  were  not  wanting.  Dius,  at  Oysterhaven,  it  was  an 
outhouse ; at  Tulsk,  a dismal,  filthy  barn,  in  a state  of  dilapidation ; at  Innishannon,  a small 
detached  stable  in  a lane  off  the  main  sti-eet ; and  in  several  instances  the  dispensary  was 
held  in  the  shop  of  the  medical  attendant,  or  in  a small  room,  which  also  served  as  a resi- 
dence for  the  assistant  or  servant,  or  in  a mere  cabin,  t consisting  of  only  one  apartment  with 
a partition  run  across  it,  without  reference  to  situation,  condition  or  convenience  of  any 
kind. 

Among  the  medical  superintendents  to  the  dispensaries,  there  were  two  individuals  who 
had  no  kind  of  license  to  practise,  whether  as  physicians,  surgeons  or  apothecaries. 
Several  were  only  qualified  as  apotheeaiies,  and  were  without  a midwifery  certificate.  But 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  them  had  received  a highly  respectable  professional  education, 
and  were  members  of  the  Irish  or  English  colleges  of  surgeons,  or  graduates  in  physic  of 
the  Scotch  universities.  No  specific  qualifications  being  required  by  Act  of  Parliament  to 

entitle 


* J met  with  an  instance  of  this  in  the  town  of  Maynooth,  having  a population  under  e,ooo.  Some 
subscribers  objecting  to  have  a physician  who  did  not  reside  in  the  place,  recommended  a practising 
apothecary  of  the  town  as  medical  superintendent  to  the  dispensary.  'J'lie  recommendation  was  disap- 
proved of  by  others,  and  the  parties  not  choosing  to  coalesce,  separate  presentments  fiom  the  grand 
jury  were  ajiplied  for  and  procured,  and  two  dispensaries  established  and  carried  on  together  lor  some 
time  where  one  would  have  been  sufficient.  Occasional  reference  will  be  made  in  this  Ileport  to  other 
dispensaries  in  the  County  of  Kildare,  as  Clane,  Newbridge.  &c. 

It  may  be  stated,  ift  limine,  that  whenever  particular  instances  are  not  adduced  in  the  course  of 
these  remarks,  abundant  proof  is  to  be  found  in  the  Medical  Evidence,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 

t French  Park,  Claiimaurice  or  Causeway,  Kinnataloon,  Glanworth,  Cloyne,  &c.  were  among  the 
worst  of  this  description ; and  at  Clane,  the  dispensary  was  held  in  a wretched  hovel,  crumbling  for 
want  of  repair,  and  rented  at  loZ.  per  annum.  It  was  visited  on  one  of  the  days  of  attendance,  but 
the  shutters  were  closed,  and  no  patients  present. 
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Ileporr,  on  entitle  a person  to  hold  a dispensary  appointment,  the  determination  of  this  point  rests  with 
Medical  Relief,  the  subscribers,  who  are  in  general  anxious,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  the  charity  as  on  their  o_wn 

account,  to  procure  competent  men,  as  the  public  appointment  often  leads  to  their  becoming 

w.P.Borrett,esq.,M.o.  medical  attendants  m the  families  of  the  subscribers.  Thus  at  Dunmanway  a stranger 

had  been  preferred  to  other  candidates  who  were  personally  known  to  the  subscribers,  because 

his  testimonials  were  most  approved  of.  But  this  plan  of  private  patronage  has  its  disad- 
vantao-es,  for  sometimes,  and  especially  where  there  ai-e  not  many  resident  local  gentry, 
persons  not  duly  qualified  for  the  office  obtain  the  appointment.  Hence  it  would  be  better 
if  the  law  imposed  some  restrictions  which  might  insure  the  selection  of  competent  indi- 
viduals in  every  instance.  . , , • j 1 1. 

Election.  Some  advance  to  such  a security  for  a good  appointment  has  been  obtained  by  the 

amendment  of  the  law  as  to  elections.  Now,  in  the  event  of  a vacancy,  public  notice  must 
be  duly  given  of  the  ensuing  election.  No  person  can  now  vote  at  once  on  paying  a guinea 
subscription ; he  must  be  a previous  subscriber  at  least  of  a year  s standing,  or  he  must 
become  a subscriber  for  life.  Before  the  law  was  thus  amended,  it  was  a common  thing 
for  a man,  who  had  a certain  sum  of  money  to  expend,,  to  make  votes  enough  to  ensure  his 
election  by  subscribing  in  the  name  of  friends.  Advantage  was  also  taken  of  the  occurrence 
of  a vacancy  to  get  up  an  opposition,  and  so  recruit  the  funds  of  the  charity  at  the  expense 
of  the  contending  parties.  The  existing  law  has  put  an  end  to  these  irregularities. 

Residence.  Non-residence,  which  had  become  a common  custom,  has  of  late  been  disallowed  in 

several  places  in  the  county  of  Cork,  as  at  Black  Rock,  Watergrass  Hill,  &c. ; but  I found 
it  still  tolerated  at  Glenville,  Douglas,  Glanworth,  &c.  In  the  latter  instances  the  medical 
officers  resided  at  a distance  of  three  miles  from  the  dispensaries  ; in  the  first,  at  Fermoy,  at  a 
distance  of  six.  In  Kerry  there  was  not  a single  instance  of  non-residence,  wdiile  in  Roscom- 
mon it  was  very  frequent.  It  was  so  at  Brideswell,  Tarmonbany,  or  Ruskey,  Tulsk,  French 
Park,  Lough  Giymi,  Croghan  and  Lecarrow.  Tliese  places  furnish  one-half  the  number  of 
dispensaries  in  the  county.* 

I'he  practice  of  compelling  the  medical  officer  to  reside  on  the  spot  should  be  everywhere 
adopted,  if  it  be  the  intention  of  subscribers  to  make  the  dispensary  of  real  service ; for 
how  can  medical  aid  be  said  to  be  fairly  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  sick  poor,  arid  least 
of  all,  when  immediate  help  is  necessary,  if  the  medical  officer  attend  at  the  institution  one 
day  only  in  the  week,  as  is  the  case  at  Croghan,  or  even  oftener,  and  is  away  the  rest  of 
the  time  at  a distance  of  several  miles  1 Tarmonbai-ry  is  full  eight  miles  from  Strokestown, 
where  the  medical  officer  lives;  and  in  the  other  cases  of  non-residence  just  cited,  the 
distance  is  not  less  than  five  or  six  miles.  • It  must  nevertheless  be  admitted,  that  placed 
as  these  dispensaries  are,  in  remote  and  impoverished  districts,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected 
that  medical  men,  of  any  pretensions,  will  be  found  willing  to  come  and  live  on  the  spot,  so 
long  as  the  highest  salary  attached  to  such  an  appointment  is  limited  by  the  grand  jury  to 
60/.,  which  is  the  case  throughout  the  county  of  Roscommon. 

Where  there  is  a non-resident  medical  officer,  the  onus  of  his  duty  is  generally  thrown  on 
a neighbour,  to  whose  dispensary  the  patients  resort,  in  the  absence  of  their  proper  phy- 
sician ; or  they  are  left  to  shift  for  themselves  till  the  next  day  of  the  dispensary  being  open, 
which  may  not  be  before  nearly  a week’s  interval.f  In  other  places,  on  the  contrary  (so 
widely  do  the  regulations  differ),  instead  of  appointing  only  one  day  in  the  week,  the  sub- 
scribers are  not  satisfied  with  less  than  daily  attendance  at  the  dispensary  ; and  tliis,  too. 
where  the  medical  officer  resides  close  at  hand,  and  is  ready  to  give  assistance  in  all  cases  of 
sudden  illness  or  accident. 

Days  and  Hours  If  stated  days  and  stated  hours  were  assigned,  either  two  days  in  the  week  for  four  hours 
of  Attendance.  long,  or  three  days  for  three  hours,  sufficient  time  would  be  allowed  for  the  due  discharge  of 
dispensary  duty,  while  opportunity  would  be  afforded  for  visiting  the  poor  at  their  own 
houses.  At  the  same  time  it  would  be  necessary  to  restrict  the  medical  officer  to  the  service 
of  that  institution  which  has  been  given  him  in  charge.  In  some  few  instances  there  were 
two,  and  in  one  instance  no  less  than  four  such  appointments,  held  at  the  same  time  by  one 
individual.  + 

In  towns  it  was  not  unusual  to  find  more  than  one  medical  officer,  as  well  as  an  apothecary, 
attached  to  the  dispensary.  They  had  their  respective  days  of  attendance,  or  they  attended 
for  a week  or  a month  in  turn.  At  Tralee  the  duty  was  shared  in  this  way  among  the  phy- 
sicians resident  in  the  town.  At  Kinsale  the  physicians  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  the 
poor  at  their  own  houses.  The  patients  took  the  prescriptions  to  the  dispensaiy,  and  were 
supplied  with  medicine  by  the  apothecaiy.  In  the  country  parts  the  business  of  the 
apothecary  devolved  upon  the  medical  officer,  who  was  obliged  to  compound  and  dispense 
Ins  own  medicines,  or  he  delegated  this  duty  to  an  apprentice  or  servant.  | But  the 
employment  of  uneducated  and  unprofessional  persons  was  not  confined  to  the  manipu- 
lation of  drags.  They  were  sometimes  allowed  to  bleed,  and  perform  the  minor  opera- 
tions of  surgery,  and  even  to  tap,  in  cases  of  dropsy.  The  Phlebotomist  at  the  Cork 
Dispensary,  who  was  a person  of  this  description,  haci  a salary  of  20/. ; and  tne  servant  at 


• The  medical  officer  of  the  Newbridge  Dispensaiy  resided  at  Naas ; and  of  Donadea,  at  Clane;  the 
first  at  a distance  of  six,  the  second  of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  dispensary, 
t Glenville  and  Watergrass  Hill. 

I The  same  medical  officer  was  appointed  to  Glenville  and  Fermoy ; another  to  Kildorrery  and  Glan- 
worth; another  to  Clane  and  Donadea;  and  another  to  Celbridge,  Lucan,  Leixlip  and  Mayiiooth 
Dispensaries. 

§ Mitchelstown,  Iiinishannon,  Castlerea,  &c. 
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■die  French  Park  Dispensary,  who  was  naturally  enough  very  proud  of  his  surgical  skill, 
was  anxious  I should  go  and  see  a dropsical  patient  wliom  he  had  under  his  care,  and  had 
tapped  repeatedly. 

The  determination  of  the  amount  of  salary  rests  with  the  subscribers ; but  in  no  instance 
did  I find  they  had  carried  it  b^ond  what  is  reasonable ; indeed  they  seldom  had  the  means 
of  allowing  adequate  pay.  Occasionally  it  amounted  to  100/.,  but  it  never  exceeded 
that  sum;  it  was  generally  considerably  less,  even  falling  below  SO/.  In  the  county  of 
Roscommon  it  was  limited  by  the  grand  jury  to  60/.,  but  the  witnesses  who  attended  the 
examination  at  Castlerea  acknowledged  that  it  was  hard  upon  the  medical  superintendent 
to  fix  his  stipend  at  so  low  a rate. 

The  uncertain  amount  of  payment,  as  well  as  its  inadequacy,  was  made  the  subject  of 
grave  and  constant  complaint.  Instead  of  having  a fixed  salary,  upon  which  they  can  cal- 
culate, the  medical  officers  seldom  know  from  year  to  year  what  simi  they  are  to  receive  for 
their  services.  It  depends  upon  the  amount  of  subscriptions  and  presentments,  alike 
fluctuating  and  precarious.  Of  late  the  Act  of  Parliament  having  been  construed  not  to 
make  it  imperative  upon  gi-and  juries  to  grant  a sum  equal  to  the  private  contributions,  they 
have  reduced  the  presentments  in  those  counties  in  whicli,  owing  to  the  multiplication  of 
dispensaries,  or  the  weight  of  the  public  burdens,  it  was  thought  right  to  take  advantage  of 
this  recent  interpretation  of  the  statute.  At  the  same  time  the  siibscribers  ai'e  apt  to  fail 
off,  because  the  custom  of  granting  pound  for  pound  has  been  discontinued,  or  they  require 
to  be  so  much  importuned  before  they  pay,  that  it  becomes  irksome  and  disagreeable  to 
apply  to  them  ; and  the  medical  officer,  rather  than  do  so,  is  in  the  habit  of  supplying  the 
deficiencies  from  his  own  purse,  taking  upon  himself  the  risk  of  being  repaid  his  advances, 
so  that  the  treasurer  may  receive  the  fill!  amount  of  subscriptions  specified  in  the  declaration, 
and  thus  be  enabled  to  obtain  a proportionably  greater  grant  from  the  county.*  But  notwith- 
standing this  precaution  (the  propriety  of  whicli  I do  not  stop  here  to  consider),  the  funds  had 
continued  to  decline,  and  to  such  a degree,  in  some  instances,  that  the  means  of  providing 
a salary  were  altogether  wanting,  and  they  barely  sufiiced  for  the  purchase  of  necessai-ies.f 
Although  it  was  to  be  expected,  under  such  discouraging  circumstances,  that  the  function- 
aries would  relax  in  their  efforts,  and  neglect  the  trust  they  had  undertaken,  it  was 
gratifying  to  see  that  the  loss  of  pay  or  non-payment  did  not  indispose  them,  for  the  most 
part,  from  attending  carefully  to  the  interests  of  the  charities.  The  medical  attendants 
gave  their  services  gratuitously  and  unremittingly  in  several  instances.  Nevertheless  it  is 
desirable  that  a fair  and  certain  compensation  should  be  given,  so  as  to  impress  them  with 
a consciousness  of  their  responsibility ; and  in  many  places  it  is  absolutely  indispensable  to 
secure  the  services  of  a salaried  officer,  where  there  is  not  a sufficient  number  of  individuals 
in  the  neighbourhood  capable  of  supporting  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  emolument 
of  office.  As  a general  rule,  the  salary  should  be  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  size  and  wealth 
of  the  place ; it  should  decrease  in  proportion  as  the  opportunity  is  greater  of  acquiring- 
private  practice,  and  increase,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  inhabitants  belong  more  to  the  labouring 
and  lower  classes.  But  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that  so  long  as  the  medical  officer  has  to 
depend  for  his  pay  upon  the  chance  amount  of  contributions,  and  to  court  subscribers,  so 
long  will  he  be  disposed  to  onsult  the  convenience  of  the  rich  before  the  necessities  of  the 
poor  ; that  so  long  as  he  is  unworthily  paid,  so  long  will  the  duty  be  inefficiently  per- 
loimed,  and  tlie  charity  more  or  less  inoperative  to  all  good  and  legitimate  purposes. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  dispensaries  were  well  supplied  with  medicines  of  a good  quality,  ob- 
tained from  dj'uggists  of  established  character,  and  judiciously  selected.  As  much  cannot  be 
said  as  to  the  supply  of  surgical  instruments,  splints,  bandages,  &c.  What  few  instruments 
there  were  belonging  to  the  institutions,  were  often  unserviceable  through  rust,  and  the  other 
things  were  not  uniformly  provided  as  they  should  have  been  in  case  of  accident. 

I had  occasion  to  remark  that  those  dispensaries  were  furnished  with  but  a moderate  and 
scanty  supply  of  drugs,  in  which  it  was  the  custom,  after  defraying  their  cost,  to  hand  over 
the  surplus  funds  to  the  medical  officer  in  the  shape  of  salary.  If,  however,  the  salary  was 
fixed  at  alow  amount,  then  medicines  would  be  provided  in  a sufficient,  nay,  sometimes  in  a 
superfluous  quantity.  They  became  in  such  instances  a heavy  item  in  the  expenditure  for  the 
year- ; but  since  vouchers  for  the  payment  of  the  druggists’  bQls  were  not  always  producible, 
having  been  either  wilfully  destroyed,  or  lost  through  carelessness,  it  could  not  be  ascertained 
whether  the  entire  sum  had  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of  medicines.  Occasionally 
tile  medical  officer  w’as  allowed  to  charge  a round  sum  for  supplying  medicines  ; a bad  plan, 
as  it  gave  him  the  opportunity  (if  disposed  to  make  use  of  it)  of  substituting  inferior  articles, 
and  so  gaining  the  difference  in  cost  between  good  and  bad.  Sometimes  there  was  not  any 
distinction  made  between  the  stock  of  private  medicines  for  sale,  and  those  belonging  to  the 
institution,  J or  the  latter  sort  were  stowed  away  in  a slovenly  manner  in  the  comer  of  a shop, 
kept  by  the  medical  officer,  while  those  he  had  upon  his  own  account  were  well  appointed 
and  arranged,  and  ostentatiously  displayed,  which  led  to  the  impression,  among  the  poor  ap- 
plicants, that  they  had  better  pay  a something  for  a good  article  than  put  up  with  a 
one.  But  not  only  was  the  trick  resorted  to,  of  giving  the  public  clearly  to  understand, 
from  appearances,  that,  if  they  wanted  good  medicines  they  must  purchase  them  at  the  shop, 
but  the  fraud  was  committed  of  selling  the  medicines  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  without 
putting  the  money  thus  obtained  to  the  credit  of  the  charity.  1 mention  this  fraud  as 
having  been  detected,  although  but  in  a very  few  instances;  I by  no  means  wish  to 
imply  that  it  was  common,  or  to  cast  any  imputation  of  the  kind  upon  the  medical  attend- 
ants 
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ants  in  o-eneral ; and  I wish  as  much  to  be  understood,  when  I state,  there  was,  at  times, 
strong  r'eason  to  suspect  that  the  pharmacy  had  been  dressed  up  for  the  occasion  of  the  visit 
of  the  assistant  commissioners,  and  drugs  procured  for  exhibition,  but  which  did  not  belong  to 
the  dispensary.  Sometimes*  little  else  was  to  be  seen  in  the  shape  of  medicine  than  a large 
cask  of  Glauber  Salts,  or  numerous  bottles  of  Castor  Oil,  the  latter  being  much  in  vogue  with 
the  people : or  there  was  a very  scanty  store  in  hand,  not  more  than  what  could  be  contained 
in  a small  cupboard  or  press,  and  the  nature  of  the  establishment  was  only  made  apparent 
by  a boai-d  stating  the  days  of  attendance,  posted  up  oyer  the  door  or  the  window.  The 
more  delicate  medicinal  preparations  recently  brought  into  use,  were  met  with  in  some 
places,  but  not  generally.  Indeed  on  account  of  their  concentrated  form  and  drastic  power, 
they  are  not  well  adapted  to  dispensary  practice  : persons  taking  them  require  to  be  con- 
stantly seen  bv  the  medical  attendant. 

There  is  still  another  point  connected  with  the  pharmacy ; I mean  the  deterioration  of 
drugs,  from  want  of  proper  care  and  keeping.  At  Freemount,  Maynooth  and  Elphin,  the 
medicines  were  spoiling  from  damp ; and  in  a few  instances,  not  only  were  no  pains  taken  to  • 
preserve  the  medicines,  but  the  room'  was  kept  in  the  most  dirty  and  slovenly  state,  or  the 
building  was  in  a ruinous  condition.  This  was  the  case  at  Tulsk  dispensary,  where,  owing 
to  the  wet  dropping  from  the  rotten  thatch,  or  driving  in  through  the  gaping  chinks  in  the 
mud  walls,  and  the  wretched  condition  of  the  interior,  the  few  ordinary  drugs  which  were 
found  jumbled  together  in  the  drawers  of  a musty  press,  proved  upon  inspection  damp  and 
damaoed.  At  Oysterhaven,  the  filthy  outhouse  which  was  used  for  the  dispensary,  con- 
taineiT  scarcely  a pound’s  worth  of  medicine. 

Much  useful  information  in  regard  to  the  statistics  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  districts 
might  be  furnished  by  a register,  to  be  kept  at  each  medical  station,  accurately  and  fully 
drawn  up,  recording  the  number  of  cases  admitted,  with  tlie  names  and  residences  of  the 
patients,  the  nature  of  the  diseases,  tire  treatment,  and  the  result.  A document  of  this  kind 
was  insisted  upon,  but  with  a different  intention,  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork,  for 
each  dispensary.  It  was  thought  it  would  prove  a check  upon  the  medical  officer,  and  afford 
some  clue  to  the  amount  of  relief  compared  with  the  cost  of  medicine.  But  it  was  alleged 
by  the  medical  men  that  it  was  next  to  impossible,  in  the  press  of  persons  sometimes  attend- 
ing at  the  dispensaries,  to  enter  the  required  particulars,  and  they  were  in  general  content 
with  putting  down  a certain  number  of  cases,  when  their  duty  was  done,  according  to  the 
best  of  their  recollection.  Moreover,  as  tickets  were  not  constantly  demanded,  nor  when 
presented,  regularly  filed  and  kept,  the  vouchers  were  wanting  to  count  and  compare  with 
tile  entries,  or  there  were  not  the  proper  means  of  verification,  or  of  testing  the  truth  of  what 
appeared  on  the  face  of  the  books.  But  little  dependence,  therefore,  could  be  placed  upon 
the  register,  which  was,  to  my  mind,  neither  a check  upon  the  occurrence  of  an  abuse,  nor  a 
criterion  of  the  utility  of  the  institution. 

One  of  the  chief  abuses  of  the  present  system  is  the  diversion  of  the  funds  of  the  charity 
from  its  proper  objects.  Wlien  sickness  and  poverty  combine  in  an  individual,  the  joint 
affliction  fulfils  the  condition  requisite  to  entitle  him  to  claim  relief.  But  it  is  not  the  sick 
poor  alone  who  obtain  aid  from  the  dispensaries.  It  is  a very  common  notion  with  servants 
in  many  places,  that  their  masters  subscribe  on  their  account,  and  as  far  as  the  lower  class 
of  servants  is  concerned,  perhaps  little  objection  can  be  made ; but  the  case  is  different  with 
upper  servants.  At  Castletown  Roche  I was  told  of  housekeepers  and  ladies’  maids  being 
dnven  up  to  the  dispensary,  and  substantial  yeomen  riding  up  booted  and  spurred,  and 
demanding  relief  in  the  names  of  their  landlords,  whose  displeasure  and  the  withdrawal  of 
whose  subscriptions  they  threatened  if  their  applications  were  not  attended  to.  “ T was  sent 
for,”  said  the  assistant  medical  officer  of  the  Kilworth  Dispensary,  “ to  attend  the  wife  of  a 
nobleman’s  shepherd,  who  has  a salaiy  of  40 1.  or  50 1.  a year.  She  was  in  labour  of  her  first 
child.  I remained  in  attendance  the  greater  part  of  two  ^ays,  and  made  first  and  last  a dozen 
visits.  No  pay  was  offered,  on  the  ground  that  if  they  had  asked  for  a ticket  of  the  secretary 
Olathe  agent,  they  could  have  obtained  it.”  “ This,”  he  added,  “ occurred  five  months  ago,  and 
I was  cSled  only  last  w-eek  into  the  country,  a distance  of  nine  miles,  to  visit  a dispensary 
patient,  who  rented  a snug  farm  of  about  40  acres,  and  was  well  able  to'  pay.”  He  also 
stated  a third  instance,  in  which  a respectable  farmer,  seven  miles  off,  was  visited  twice  by  him- 
self and  thrice  by  his  colleague  on  an  order  of  his  landlord  upon  the  dispensary.  Similar 
instances  of  gratuitous  relief  improperly  procured  will  be  found,  upon  reference  to  the  medical 
evidence,  to  be  by  no  means  uncommon. 

It  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  right  working  of  dispensaries  that  this  abuse  should  be  done 
away  with.  It  is  one  of  the  very  worst  features  of  the  present  system.  It  has  been  carried  to 
such  an  extent,  that  subscribers  have  been  supplied,  through  fear  of  disobliging  them,  with 
medicines  for  their  dogs,  horses,  and  even  private  families,  at  the  expense  of  the  charity. 
They  have  even  gone  further,  and  procured  medical  advice  for  themselves  as  well  as  medicines 
gratis,  t True  it  is,  that  the  poor  have  access  to  the  dispensaries,  but  it  is  equally  true  that 
others,  as  in  the  cases  just  cited,  assert  their  claim  to  assistance  who  are  anything  but  proper 
objects  for  it,  and  thus  these  charities  must  in  some  degree  be  considered  as  established,  not 
solely  with  a view  to  affording  medicine  and  medical  relief  to  the  sick  poor,  but  also  for 
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t Thus  I was  told  of  a medical  man  being  sent  for  to  the  house  of  a subscriber  to  see  a servant, 
whom  be  found  in  bed,  but  ailing  nothing;  he  was  requested,  on  leaving  the  house,  “just  to  look  at 
one  of  the  children  who  was  slightly  indisposed."  The  child  was  seriously  ill,  and  he  gave  his  advice, 
but  his  dispensary  salary  was  considered  to  be  the  proper  fund  for  remuneration. 
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securing  professional  attendance  for  the  domestic  servants,  tenants  and  dependents  of  all 
kinds,  of  the  gentlemen  who  contribute  to  their  support.  The  subscribers  cannot  lay  claim 
tlierefore  to  credit  in  all  cases  on  the  score  of  having  been  influenced  by  charitable  motives 
alone  ; they  must  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  mutual  insurers,  or  contributors  to  their  own 
■convenience  and  advantage.  But  besides  being  an  abuse  in  itself,  this  kind  of  imposition 
upon  the  charity  presses  very  hard  upon  the  industrious  and  independent  practitioner  of 
medicine.  If  he  resist  it,  on  the  one  hand,  he  runs  the  risk  of  giving  offence  to  the  subscri- 
bers, whose  good  opinion  he  is  of  course  anxious  to  conciliate  ; while  if  he  yield  on  the  other, 
it  makes  him  the  drudge  of  the  place,  debars  him  from  acquiring  private  practice ; — and  for 
what  ? for  a yearly  stipend  of  a few  pounds  ; and  enta,ils  upon  him  at  the  same  time  a most 
laborious,  troublesome  and  thankless  oftice. 

In  general  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  an  order  for  the  aid  of  the  institution.  This  is  required 
with  tire  view  of  inducing  persons  to  become  subscriber’s,  by  making  it  their  privilege  alone  to 
recommend  to  the  charity : and  sometimes  as  a further  inducement  to  raise  the  subscription,  the 
number  of  orders  allowed  is  made  proportionate  to  the  sum  subscribed.  But  such  a plair  is 
open  to  objection.  It  sometimes  happens  that  medical  help  is  quickly  wanted,  and  there  is 
no  subscriber  at  hand  ; or  if  the  number  of  tickets  is  limited,  he  may  have  already  distri- 
buted as  many  as  he  is  entitled  to  ; or  there  may  be  an  unwillingness  on  his  part  to  assist 
the  applicant,  or  what  is  more  probable,  he  may  not  like  the  trouble  of  it.  In  places  * where 
there  was  only  one  Subscriber  resident  on  the  spot,  he  has  been  known  to  be  called  upon  to 
issue  more  than  50  tickets  in  a morning.  And  as  such  a system  opens  the  door  to  annoy- 
ance, so  also  a market  is  sometimes  made  of  the  patronage  incidental  to  the  subscription. 
If  the  subscriber  is  a shopkeeper,  he  may  turn  it  to  account  by  stipulating  that  all  those  to 
whom  he  gives  tickets,  should  deal  with  him;  and  in  other  cases  a like  advantage  may 
be  secured.  Hence  it  would  be  well  to  consider  whether  the  formality  of  obtaining  an  order, 
which  may  thus  be  made  a means  of  abuse,  may  not  be  entirely  abolished. 

In  that  case  the  dispensary  would  be  left  open  to  all  the  sick  poor  belonging  to  the  district, 
and  they  would  have  free  access  to  it,  and  be  able  to  get  relief  upon  their  own  application, 
leaving  a discretionary  power  with  the  medical  officer  to  withhold  it  from  such  as  he  conceives 
to  be  improper  objects  for  the  charity.  Such  a plan  should,  how'ever,  be  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  managing  committee,  with  whom  tire  adjudication  of  all  matters  in  dispute  should 
vest.  If  the  case  be  a doubtful  one,  assistance  might  at  once  be  given,  and  information  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  persoir  required  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before  the  committee  for 
their  future  decision.  It  would  not  be  long  before  the  medical  officer  would  learn  to  discri- 
minate between  the  deserving  poor  and  those  who  are  not  in  necessitous  circumstances.  Still 
it  would  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  .the  poor  patients  that  the  medical  officer 
should  at  all  times  be  responsible  to  the  managmg  committee  for  the  proper  discharge  of 
his  duties. 

Domiciliary  attendance  is  air  essential  point  to  be  provided  for  in  a well-regulated  dis- 
pensary ; but  it  would  be  much  too  onerous  a task  for  tire  medical  officer,  if  he  is  to  be  at  tire 
beck  of  every  applicant  who  may  not  like  to  take  the  trouble  of  waiting  upon  him.  The 
plan  of  visiting  out-patients  can  only  be  recommended  under  certain  limitations.  A visiting 
ticket  might  be  required,  the  issuing  of  which  should  remain  with  tire  subscribers  or  the  com- 
mittee, and  be  confined  to  such  patients  as  they  believe  to  be  unable  to  attend  at  the  dispensary. 

The  possession  of  this  privilege,  in  addition  to  their  vote  in  the  election  of  officers,  might  be 
a stimulus  w'ith  some  persons  to  subscribe  ; and  it  would  not  entail  any  unreasonable  degree 
of  trouble  upon  the  medical  attendant,  if  at  the  same  time  a small  ward  w’ere  annexed  to  his 
dispensary,  to  which  he  could  transport  the  worst  cases  ; an  accommodation  which  I w'ould 
strongly  recommend,t  where  there  is  not  an  hospital  near  enough  to  be  of  service,  taking  care 
that  when  a visiting  order  is  presented  the  case  be  properly  attended  to. 

With  reference  to  vaccination,  I found  that,  although  its  protecting  influence  upon  the 
constitutioir  was  a principle  ackno^vledged  by  the  medical  men  whom  I saw,  and  who  were 
almost  unanimous  in  declaring  that  it  seldom  failed  to  modify  and  mitigate  an  attack  of  small- 
pox, even  in  tliose  cases  in  which  it  did  not  succeed  in  preventing  it,  the  practice  was  but 
little  in  accordance  with  such  views.  Vaccination  was  seldom  regularly  performed,  owing, 
as  it  was  said,  to  tlie  strong  prejudices  of  the  people  against  it,  and  the  difficulty  which  was 
found  in  keeping  up  a supply  of  vaccine  lymph,  and  in  the  neglect  of  the  mothers  to  bring 
the  children  back  for  medical  inspection  at  the  proper  time,  after  they  had  allowed  tliem  to 
be  vaccinated.  But  the  means  taken  to  coimtei-act  the  prevailing  notion  against  vaccination 
were  not  likely  to  have  any  effect.J  In  general  it  was  discontinued,  or  it  w'as  left  to  the 
apothecary  to  vaccinate,  and  he  made  a charge  for  doing  it. 

The  trade  canied  on  by  professed  inoculators  was  another  great  drawback  to  the  introduction 
of  the  cow-pock.  These  men  perambulate  the  country,  carrying  with  them  a supply  of  the 
infectious  matter  of  small-pox,  and  ready  to  inoculate  even  for  the  price  of  a meal.  Tire  ma- 
gistrates sometimes  interfered  to  put  a stop  to  a practice  so  replete  witli  danger  to  the  com- 
munity, but  could  not  succeed  in  suppressing  it.  Generally  it  passed  unnoticed  and  uncon- 
trolled ; it  had  even  the  sanction  of  medical  authority  in  one  or  two  instances  which  fell  under 
my  notice.  At  Aghada  Dispensary  the  medical  officer  was  accustomed  himself  to  inoculate 

with 


* Roscommon,  Cloyue. 

+ See  latter  end  of  Report  upon  Dispensaries,  where  this  .recommendation  is  given. 
X Ardfert,  Dingle,  Liscowel,  &c. 

0.5.  F 3 


Report  on 
Medical  Reliep. 

W.P.Borroct,  esq.,  m ,d. 


On  obtaining  an 
Order  for  the  Insti- 
tution. 


On  visiting  Out- 
patients. 


Vaccination. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.)  46]  APPENDIX  (B.)  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 


Report  on  with  small-pox,  which  he  declared  he  had  done  successfully,  as  he  called  it,  meaning  that  he 
Medicai.  Relief,  had  had  the  good  fortune  not  to  lose  a case.  But  at  Doneraile  several  children  died  the 

preceding  year,  the  subject  of  sinall-pox,  artificially  produced,  not  by  itinerant  inoculators 

■W.P.Borrett,csq.,M.B.  alone,  butalso  by  the  apothecary  of  the  town.  And  the  servant  attached  to  the  French  Park 
' Dispensaiy  (whose  haiidyworks  I have  had  occasion  to  notice  under  a former  head)  told  me 

he  had  under  his  care,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  between  40  and  50  children,  in  town  and 
country,  whom  he  had  inoculated  with  small-pox  ,■  so  that  he  kept  the  disease  for  ever  rife  in 
the  place  and  neighbourhood.  No  objection  to  his  doing  it  was  taken  by  the  medical  officer 
or  the  subscribers,  and  no  attempt  made  to  introduce  the  cow-pock.  I went  with  my  infor- 
mant to  visit  tw'o  little  patients  whom  he  had  inoculated  the  preceding  week.  One  took  the 
disease  mildly,  the  other  was  alarmingly  ill.  He  was  at  a loss  what  to  make  of  this  case. 
“ He  had  never,”  he  said,  “ known  one  take  on  so  before  ; he  was  always  lucky.”  It  is 
bad  enough,  when  low  and  ignomnt  individuals  are  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people,  and  turn  them  to  their  own  account ; but  how  much  worse  when  it  is 
done  by  paid  and  accredited  persons  connected  with  public  charities?  It  were  much  better 
that  such  institutions  should  cease  to  exist,  than  that  existing  they  should  work  evil  instead 
of  good  to  the  community. 


Midwifery.  In  several  instances  which  came  under  my  notice,  on  inquiring  into  the  qualifications  pos 

sessed  by  those  who  held  dispensaiy  appointments,  I found  that  they  had  not  attended  to 
the  study  of  midwifery ; and  yet,  notwithstanding  their  neglect  of  this  important  branch  of 
medical  education,  and  their  incompetency,  they  were  sometimes  obliged,  from  the  force 
of  circumstances,  to  undertake  the  practice  of  it,  when  settled  in  remote  mral  districts,  and 
being  perhaps  the  only  medical  men  in  the  way.  Sometimes,  but  rarely,  it  was  represented 
to  be  a line  of  practice  which  they  did  not  choose  to  follow ; when,  of  course,  the  usefulness 
of  the  dispensary  was  much  abridged,  by  its  not  possessing  the  means  of  rendering  any 
assistance  to  pueiperal  women.  It  was  the  custom,  however,  and  in  general  incumbent 
upon  the  medical  officers,  to  attend  in  all  cases  of  difficult  and  dangerous  labour ; but  it  was 
a common  complaint  that  they  were  not  applied  to  till  it  was  frequently  too  late  to  be  of 
service.  This  they  ascribed  to  the  ignorance  of  the  female  midwives,  who  are  not  sensible 
of  the  alarming  condition  of  their  patient,  or  are  too  jealous  of  the  medical  practitioner  to 
call  him  in  to  their  cases. 

Man-midwifery  is  advocated  by  the  profession  and  sanctioned  by  the  public,  upon  the 
ground  that  by  superior  skill  and  management  of  women,  both  during  and  after  labour, 
much  of  the  actual  pain  and  peril  of  parturition  is  spared,  and  the  occuirence  of  many 
complaints  altogether  prevented.  Since,  however,  a great  proportion  of  midwifery,  as  a matter 
of  necessity,  falls  into  the  hands  of  women,  and  particularly  among  the  poorer  classes 
both  in  town  and  country,  the  competency  of  midwives  in  general  to  discharge  their  duty 
is  a matter  of  the  first  importance  to  the  public. 

There  were  only  a few  certificated  raidwives  in  the  districts  which  I visited ; tliey  had  been 
sent  to  the  Lying-in  Hospital  at  Dublin,  at  the  expense  of  the  county  ; but  the  greater  part 
had  copied  errors  of  practice  from  one  another,  or  commencing  as  nurses,  had  boldly  entered 
upon  the  province  of  midwifery.  Repeated  instances  were  adduced  in  the  course  of  my 
inquiry,  of  severe  injuries  both  to  mother  and  child,  and  permanent  disabilities,  which  had 
been  occasioned  by  their  ignorance  and  want  of  skill,  or  their  meddlesome  and  mischievous 
practices. 

Impressed  myself  with  the  necessity  of  providing  against  an  evil  so  generally  deplored, 
and  yet  so  prevalent,  I would  suggest  that  all  persons  should  be  prohibited  from  engaging 
in  the  practice  of  midwifery,  who  do  not  hold  a certificate  signed  by  a lecturer  on  mid- 
wifery in  a medical  school,  or  a medical  superintendent  in  a lying-in  charity,  and  comrter- 
signed  by  a magistrate  or  some  other  public  functionary. 

Kourislimpnt.  In  Ireland,  where  the  means  of  the  poorer  classes  are  so  miserably  low,  that  they  cannot 

at  times  procure  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  nourishment,  as 
well  as  medicine,  should  be  supplied  during  sickness  and  convalescence.  The  expense  and 
abuse,  which  seem  almost  inseparable  from  such  a system,  are  the  chief  objections ; but  they 
are  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  certain  amount  of  good  which  would  flow  from  the 
introduction  of  this  great  auxiliary  means  of  affording  relief  in  the  administration  of  dis- 
pensaries. 

Sickness  may  be  simulated,  and  an  attempt  made  to  get  alleviation  for  the  cravings  of 
nature,  by  pleading  its  infirmities;  but  besides  that  where  proper  vigilance  is  used  the 
imposition  is  easy  of  detection,  it  would  be  a sufficient  check  against  the  abuse  to  with- 
hold in  a suspected  case  other  aid  than  that  of  medicine. 

Neither  would  the  relief  W’hich  it  is  proposed  to  give  in  the  way  of  sustenance  be  attended 
with  a heavy  expense.  Any  nndue  excess  in  tlie  distribution  of  it  might  be  controlled  by 
the  committee,  and  it  should  be  confined  to  certain  particulars  of  diet,  as  diluent  and 
demulcent  drinks,  broths,  wine,  &c.,  which  form  part  of  the  medical  treatment,  and  are 
essential  to  its  success.  Medicine,  without  adjuvants  of  this  kind,  is  of  doubtful  advantage; 
and  although  prodigally  administered  under  the  present  dispensary  system,  and  sought  for 
with  avidity  by  the  lower  classes,  among  whom  a taste  for  physic  has  been  created  by  the 
ready  opirortunity  of  getting  it,  drugs  constitute  of  themselves  but  a slender  means  of  real 
relief.  Their  i-emedial  effects  are  counteracted  by  the  unfavourable  circumstances  of  the 
patient,  especially  in  regard  to  diet.  Potatoes,  the  staple  food  of  the  Irish  people,  are 
highly  injurious  in  dyspeptic  complaints,  of  which  they  are  indeed  a chief  exciting  cause,* 

and 
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and  in  all  ca-ses  attended  with  vomitings  j and  yet  the  poor,  whether  ill  or  well,  are  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  them.  Many  diseases,  which  would  be  made  light  of  in  the  house  of 
a rich  man,  prove  on  this  account  fatal  among  the  poor  ; while  the  period  of  convalescence 
is  prolonged,  and  the  proneness  to  relapse  increased  tenfold,  by  the  want  of  suitable  and 
nutritious  support.  If  this  description  of  relief  came  within  the  scope  of  a dispensary,  if 
part  of  the  money,  which  is  now  sometimes  extravagantly  applied  to  the  purchase  of  me- 
dicines, were  laid  out  in  supplying  oatmeal,  pearl-barley,  rice,  &c.,  or  if  there  were  any 
charitable  society  in  the  place,  for  the  distribution  of  such  nutritious  articles,  wdth  power 
to  the  medical  officer  to  give  an  order,  how  much  his  means  of  doing  good,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  vocation,  would  be  increased,  and  the  chance  of  recovery  improved  in  numerous 
cases.  A charity  of  this  kind  was  established  at  Bantry,  by  a benevolent  individual  who 
was  struck  with  the  sight  of  a sick  poor  man  lying  near  the  cliapel,  unable  to  purchase  even 
a little  drink.  Its  first  object  is  to  relieve  those  who  are  labouring  under  sickness,  and,  if 
the  funds  allow  it,  the  aged  and  infirm  come  in  next  for  a share. 

The  dispensaries  are  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  by  assessment  upon  the 
county,  upon  the  principle  of  making  private  charity  indispensable,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
public  grant ; but  however  excellent  in  tlieory  such  a plan  may  appear  to  be,  it  has  not  well 
succeeded  in  practice. 

Indeed  the  collecting  of  private  subscriptions  seems  generally  to  fail  in  Ireland.  The 
higher  oi-ders,  for  the  most  part,  enter  but  little  into  tlie  feelings  of  the  poor,  and  the  appeal 
of  suffering  humanity  to  private  benevolence  is  too  frequently  made  in  vaui.  Tliere  are,  of 
course,  many  most  exemplary  acts  of  generosity  on  the  part  of  the  rich;  but,  while  there 
are  some  who  invariably  give,  there  are  others  who  invariably  refuse ; and  persons  who 
have  been  employed  to  collect  subscriptions  in  the  times  of  distress,  or  for  the  support  of 
charitable  institutions,  know  full  well  those  who  will  assist  and  those  who  will  not.  “ It  is 
hardly,”  they  will  tell  you,  “ worth  while  to  apply  to  the  latter  class,  so  systematically  and 
pertinaciously  do  they  refuse  all  petitions,  and  yet  they  are  the  persons  best  able  to  give.” 
The  medical  gentlemen  who  attend  at  the  dispensary  at  Tralee  give  their  services  gratuitously, 
and  yet  the  gentry  will  not  subscribe  money  enough  to  pay  for  medicines.  In  almost  a 
total  absence  of  subscriptions  last  year,  tlie  players  kindly  came  forward  and  offered  the 
proceeds  of  a night’s  performance  in  aid  of  the  dispensary,  and  13  L was  thus  raised,  to 
which  the  Board  of  Health  added  10  Z. ; and  then  the  grand  jury  were  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute a donation  equal  to  the  amount  thus  procured. 

There  is  a like  dearth  of  subscriptions  towards  the  fever  hospital  and  infirmary  at  Tralee, 
almost  the  entire  support  of  which  is  borne  by  the  county.  At  Bantry,  Ealworth,  Kenmare 
and  other  places,  it  was  stated  there  were  gentlemen  possessed  of  from  1,000  to  2,000/. 
a year  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  refused  to  subscribe  to  the  dispensary,  although  its  ope- 
rations were  crippled  for  want  of  funds.  At  Castletown  Roche  the  names  of  as  many  as 
15  persons  were  given,  enjoying  incomes  from  landed  property  in  the  neighbourhood,  of 
500/.  to  6,000/.  per  annum,  who  contributed  nothing  to  the  support  of  the  dispensary,  but 
left  their  dependants  to  get  relieved  upon  the  orders  of  others.  Even  with  actual  sub- 
scribers, the  contriliutions  do  not  bear  that  proportion  to  their  respective  means  and 
resources  which  might  in  fairness  be  expected  from  them.  At  Ballylongford  there  were 
eight  large  landed  proprietors  in  the  district,  whose  united  subscriptions  amounted  only  to 
12/.  Men  possessing  some  tliousands  a year  give  but  an  annual  guinea,  as  that  sum  entitles 
them  to  as  many  tickets  as  they  want ; wliile  those  who  do  not  subscribe  at  all,  insist  on  the 
needlessness  of  becoming  subscribers,  when  their  dependants  can  easily  procure  tickets  in 
some  other  quarter. 

The  above  are  not  extraordinary  instances ; the  indisposition  to  subscribe  is  general,  but 
it  has  its  exceptions,  as  I have  already  stated,  and  these  sometimes  very  splendid  ones. 
Nevertheless  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  subscribers,  who  contribute  liberally  for  the 
support  of  the  dispensaries,  are  too  often  abused.  Most  of  those  who  are  living  upon  their 
estates,  whether  proper  or  improper  objects,  consider  they  have  a right  to  be  supplied  with 
medicine  and  medical  attendance,  so  that  in  such  a case  more  than  the  full  worth  is  had 
for  the  money  subscribed.  Hence  it  is  that  virtually  the  public  institutions  are  made  sub- 
servient to  private  ends,  by  the  very  means  which  are  ostensibly  for  the  public  interest. 

Although  it  is  forbid,  on  the  one  hand,  to  grant  assistance  from  the  public  funds,  where 
there  are  no  local  private  contributions,  that  assistance  is  made  absolute  upon  the  other,  on 
the  amomtt  of  subscription  being  certified.  The  law,  in  its  present  state,  affords  an  oppor- 
tunity to  any  person  or  number  of  persons  to  get  up  a dispensary,  whether  it  be  for  his  or 
their  accommodation,  or  for  that  of  the  public.  Whethei'  it  be  paid  by  the  medical  man 
w'ho  wants  an  appointment,  or  by  a gentleman  who  is  desirous  to  establish  a medical  prac- 
titioner in  the  neighbourhood,  to  attend  upon  his  own  family  or  his  tenants,  if  only  a certain 
sum  be  raised  by  private  resources,  to  be  applied  for  the  maintenance  of  a dispensary,  and 
its  receipt  be  declared  on  oath,  it  is  obligatory  upon  the  grand  jury  to  present  a corres- 
ponding sum,  or  at  least  a sum  proportionate  to  it.  In  the  first  case  which  is  here  supposed, 
the  medical  practitioner  may  or  may  not  be  a proper  person ; but  whatever  may  be  the  sum 
contributed  fi’om  his  own  purse,  or  is  above  hona  fide  subscriptions,  it  follows  that  tlie 
county  is  assessed  to  the  same  amount,  or  nearly  so,  in  violation  of  the  statute.  In  the 
second  case,  it  is  probable  the  person  so  selected  will  be  duly  qualified ; but  whether  com- 
petent or  incompetent,  in  either  case  the  formation  of  the  institution  may  be  unnecessary, 
from  its  proximity  to  a similar  one ; or  again,  even  if  necessary,  there  is  no  sufficient  check 

0.5.  F 4 to 


Appendix  (B.) 

lleport  on 
Medical  IIelief 

W.P.Bom'tt.esq.,  . 


Funds. 

Subscriptions. 


Pre.'entment. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B,)  48]  APPENDIX  (B.)  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 


Report  on 
Medical  Relief. 

W.P.Borrclt,  esq.,M.D. 


Amount  of  Pre- 
sentment, 


ManiigemcnL 


to  compel  the  medical  officer  to  attend  to  his  duty  to  the  poor,  especially  when  other  than 
humane  considerations  have  led  to  his  appointment.  Several  instances  were  given,  in  which 
the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  seemed  to  be  held  of  inferior  moment,  and  others  in  which  it 
was  grossly  neglected.  For  these  reasons  it  would  seem  that  the  principle  is  objectionable, 
which  makes  the  presentment  necessarily  consequent  upon  a certain  sum  being  subscribed, 
as  well  as  in  the  first  instance  to  depend  entirely  upon  it.  With  or  without  subscription,, 
it  should  be  granted  if  required,  and  only  in  such  cases  as  required  j and  the  power  of  sub- 
scribers to  establish  dispensaries  should  'Ge  restricted.  The  next  point  for  consideration  is 
the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  presented. 

The  ambiguous  expression  which  is  used  in  the  Act  (45  Geo.  3),  viz.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  grand  jury  to  present  a sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  private  subscriptions,” 
has  led  to  a different  practice  under  the  law  in  different  counties.  In  Roscommon  it  waa. 
the  custom  to  present  a sum  equal  to  that  subscribed ; in  Cork  and  Kerry  the  presentment 
was  to  a less  amount.  The  grand  jury  had  here  availed  themselves  of  a late  consti-uction 
put  upon  the  Act,  which  declared  the  sum  presentable  to  be  at  their  discretion;  but  this 
deviation  from  the  ordinary  practice  of  granting  pound  for  pound,  in  proportion  to  the 
money  subscribed,  was  much  complained  of.  It  was  felt  as  an  encroachment  upon  the- 
funds,  which  in  their  low  state  they  were  little  able  to  bear;  and  great  dissatisfaction  was 
expressed,  that  the  grand  jury  should  cease  to  fulfil  what  has  hitherto  been  presunied  to 
have  been  the  intention  ot  the  Legislature,  because  it  was  now  decided  not  to  be  binding 
upon  them,  according  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  The  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  grand 
juries  to  present,  as  they  were  wont  to  do,  arose  from  the  heavy  expense  which  had  been 
entailed  by  the  system  upon  the  county,  and  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  occupying 
tenants,  upon  whom  the  tax  was  laid,  it  had  the  effect,  however,  of  raising  an  objection  to 
subscribe  in  the  minds  of  many,  for  it  had  become  quite  a matter  of  uncertainty  of  what 
amount  the  county  grant  would  be,  which  might,  after  all,  depend  more  upon  the  degree  of 
influence  which  the  superintendent  officers  happened  to  possess  with  the  grand  jurors,  than 
upon  the  sum  actually  subscribed. 

Thus  the  subscriptions  falling  off,  and  the  presentments  being  curtailed  at  the  same  time, 
the  resources  of  the  dispensaries  had  so  materially  declined,  that  their  continuance  w'as  in 
some  places  brought  into  great  jeopardy.  In  one  or  two  instances,  on  the  contrary,  the 
reduction  of  the  presentment  was  to  be  approved  of.  There  were  ample  funds  belonging  to- 
the  charity,  which  had  been  allowed  to  accumulate  from  year  to  year,  while  its  immediate 
wants  remained  unsupplied.  This  was  the  case  at  Killarney,  and  here  the  permission  given 
to  the  grand  juiy,  of  presenting  at  their  discretion,  or  even  withholding  the  presentment,, 
was  very  properly  taken  advantage  of.  Hence  it  is  clear  they  ought  not  to  be  called  upon 
to  assess  a sum  in  all  cases  equal  to  the  subscriptions  certified,  but  only  such  a sum  as 
may  be  equal  to  the  necessity  of  the  case.  A supplemental  assessment,  howevp,  should 
always  be  made  compulsory,  such  as  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  existing  exigencies  of 
the  institution.  If  the  subscriptions  decline,  the  presentment  should  be  increased,  and  vice 
versa,  by  which  plan  the  funds  would  always  be  kept  to  a certain  amount,  not  carried  beyond,, 
nor  sinking  below,  what  is  deemed  necessary  for  effectually  providing  for  the  relief  of  the 
sick  poor. 

If  it  be  objected  that  this  mode  of  supplying  the  deficiency  of  subscriptions  by  assessment 
will  have  a tendency  to  diminish,  or  even  to  extinguish  private  charity,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  although  every  encouragement  is  given  to  the  present  plan,  it  is  attended  with, 
very  impeifect  success;  indeed  the  low  amount  of  subscriptions  is  scarcely  worth  con- 
sidering, when  the  selfish  stipulations  are  taken  into  account,  with  which  the  contributions, 
are  too  often  accompanied.  The  privilege  of  being  an  administrator  of  the  affairs  of  the 
charif  y,  of  having  in  return  a vote  and  a right  to  issue  visiting  tickets,  would  still  be  con- 
tinued under  the  proposed  plan,  as  an  inducement  to  persons  to  subscribe;  while  the- 
unfeeling  would  be  forced  to  contribute,  and  the  expense  not  fall  upon  the  benevolent  alone. 
But  it  may  be  asked,  upon  whom  should  the  assessment  be  levied  ? Not  upon  the  struggling 
shopkeeper,  or  the  occupying  tenant,  who  barely  exists  after  paying  a rent  which  absorbs 
all  his  profits;  not  upon  those  who  are  but  one  degree  removed  above  the  lower  classes,, 
and  who  are  in  many  cases  paupers  themselves.  Any  increase  of  the  county  grant,  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  would  only  impose  an  additional  burden  upon  the  poor.  But  the 
evil  would  be  in  a great  measure  corrected,  if  the  taxation  were  borne  by  the  landlord,  pay- 
able however  in  the  first  instance  by  the  tenant.  To  whatever  amount  the  occupier  'of  the 
soil  might  be  assessed,  it  should  be  taken  in  lieu  of  so  much  rent  paid  to  the  proprietor, nr- 
the  money  required  for  the  support  of  the  medical  institutions  might  be  supplied  from  a 
general  rate. 

Tlie  entire  management  rests  with  the  subscribers.  They  make  bye-laws,  elect  medical 
supeiintendent  and  committee,  appoint  treasurer,  &c. ; and  as  they  are  unrestricted  by  the 
law,  and  independent  of  the  control  of  the  grand  juiy,  in  several  important  matters  con- 
nected with  the  establishment  and  practical  operation  of  the  dispensaries,  they  differ  widely 
in  their  mode  of  conducting  them.  The  principal  differences  have  been  explained  in  detail, 
and  vaiious  irregnilarities  and  inconsistencies  noticed  under  the  respective  heads  into  which 
the  subject  is  divided : and  hence  it  may  be  gathered  how  much  more  it  would  be  for  the 
advantage  of  the  public,  if,  instead  of  being  left  to  the  arbitrary  direction  of  the  subscribers, . 
an  uniform  plan  of  management  were  established  in  every  instance. 

But  to  whom  can  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  a charity  be  so  well  entrusted  as  to- 
those  who  chiefly  contribute  to  its  support  ? With  whom  can  there  be  so  strong  a motive  as 

with- 
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•with  those  who  have  raised  the  funds,  to  take  care  that  they  are  economically  and  legiti-  Report  on 
mately  applied ? They  are,  besides,  best  fitted,  by  their  local  knowledge,  to  undertake  the  Medical  Relief, 

trust  and  if  it  were  withdrawn  from  them,  it  is  to  be  feared  they  would  cease  to  subscribe.  

On  such  grounds  it  would  be  advisable,  without  doubt,  to  leave  the  management  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  subscribers,  provided  it  were  really  found  that  they  ably  conducted  it.  feut 
the  fact  is  otherwise.  Of  course  I state  the  general  impression  made  upon  my  mind,  by  the 
result  of  my  inquiiy  in  those  parts  of  the  country  which  I visited.  The  particular  instances 
which  I met  with  of  well-regulated  institutions,  should  rather  be  adduced  to  the  credit  of 
the  individual  managers  and  the  officers  themselves,  than  in  favour  of  the  system  which  is 
usually  pursued.  The  only  security  under  the  existing  law  for  the  proper  management  of  a 
dispensary,  is  to  be  found  in  the  combination  of  gentlemen  who  subscribe  to  it.  But  they 
are  in  general  content  ■w'ith  paying  their  money,  and  do  not  consider  that  they  are  bound  to 
do  more.  They  seldom  visit  the  institution,  or  take  part  personally  in  the  regulation  of  its 
affairs.  Even  the  committee  they  elect  is  merely  nominal ; no  minutes  kept  of  their  pro- 
ceedino-s  ; no  meetings  held  ; but  every  thing  left  to  the  medical  officer  or  to  the  treasurer, 
who  is  probably  his  friend ; and  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  in  such  a ease,  without  the  cor- 
rective influence  of  an  active  and  intelligent  superintendence  on  the  one  side  and  a sense  of 
responsibility  on  the  other,  the  charity  to  which  they  belong  should  fulfil  its  legitimate 
ends.  One  or  other  of  the  following  evils  is  liable  to  arise ; either  a falling  off  in  the  activity 
of  the  charity,  or  an  inert  and  inefficient  state ; an  irregular  performance  of  duty,  or  even 
palpable  neglect ; a growing  or  total  indifference  to  the  wants  of  the  poor ; a waste  of  the 
funds  or  an  undue  diversion  of  them,  and  relief  improperly  bestowed.  Lastly,  instances  of 
peculation  and  jobbing  with  the  funds  may  be  added  to  these  and  other  abuses,  which 
I have  had  occasion  to  notice  in  the  course  of  my  remarks.  Thus,  in  May  1833,  the  trea- 
surer of  the  Charleville  Dispensary  died  in  debt  above  300  Z.  to  the  charity.  He  had 
returned  to  the  committee,  as  paid,  the  druggist’s  bills,  the  salaries  of  the  surgeon  and  apo- 
thecary, and  other  items,  which  all  remained  due  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  The  funds  of 
the  Cork  General  Dispensary  had  also  been  considerably  emban-assed  by  a defalcation  to 
the  amount  of  upwards  of  700 1.  on  the  part  of  the  late  treasurer,  who,  it  should  be  observed, 
was  still  kept  as  accountant  to  the  dispensary,  at  a salary  of  20  Z.  per  annum.  To  meet  the 
deficiency  he  had  given  up  a deed,  secured  upon  house  property,  and  producing  50  Z.  per 
annum,  to  be  held  by  the  institution,  till  the  debt  he  had  incurreS  shall  be' paid  off;  but  no 
interest  is  accruing  to  the  funds  of  the  charity ; and  it  was  necessaiy,  in  consequence  of  their 
low  state,  to  apply  a legacy  of  500  Z.  to  the  liquidation  of  unpaid  debts,  the  interest  of  which 
sum  is  lost  also.*  It  is  clear,  however,  from  the  cases  of  flagrant  abuse  just  given,  that  some 
better  regulations  are  required  in  respect  to  the  office  of  treasurer.  Either  he  should  be 
obliged  to  give  security,  or  the  money,  instead  of  being  left  to  his  keeping,  be  deposited  in 
savings  banks,  but  not  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  only. 


By  making  the  law  precise  in  the  several  particulars  to  which  I have  alluded,  the  enormi-  Improvements  ia 
ties  and  abuses  incidental  to  the  present  system,  and  the  defects  arising  out  of  its  imperfect  the  Managemeoi 
oro-anization,  would  be  in  a great  measure  obviated.  Still  some  expedient  is  required  beyond  suggested, 
an  alteration  of  the  law,  some  amendment  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  dispensaries,  so 
that  their  actual  management  may  be  in  strict  conformity  with  the  law.  With  this  view  I 
would  suggest  that  clergymen  of  every  denomination  should  be  associated  with  the  sub- 
scribers in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  tlie  charity ; and  that  they  and  the  treasurer, 
in  virtue  of  his  office,  whether  they  subscribe  or  not,  belong  to  the  Committee.  By  putting 
such  persons  on  the  direction,  and  in  full  possession  of  such  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the 
subscribers,  they  would  feel  that  a certain  responsibility  attached  to  them,  which  would 
ensure  their  attending  regularly  at  the  meetings,  and  duly  discharging  the  duties  committed 
to  them.  As  a further  check  against  mismanagement,  the  plan  has  been  suggested  and 
partly  acted  upon  in  the  county  of  Cork,  of  appointing  a Board  ofSuperintendence  from  among 
the  grand  jury.  They  would  represent  the  interests  of  the  landed  proprietors,  upon  whom 
it  has  been  proposed  to  levy  the  rate,  and  who  ought  to  have  the  power  of  protecting  them- 
selves against  any  misapplication  or  useless  expenditure  of  the  funds  by  a strict  surveillance 
over  the  charity.  Such  a Board  is  appointed  for  the  superintendence  of  gaols,  and  might  be 
extended  to  tlie  medical  institutions.  Its  object  would  be  to  audit  and  certify  the  accounts,  * 
examine  the  reports,  inspect  the  establishment;  not  however  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
management  so  much  as  to  exercise  a controlling  power  over  it.  But  besides  visiting  the 
charities  themselves,  the  grand  jurors  should  appoint  a local  medical  inspector.  This  they 
already  do  for  the  gaols ; and  at  all  events  a medical  man  is  best  fitted,  whether  it  be  for 
the  inspection  of  the  gaols  or  the  medical  institutions,  and  he  could  undertake  the  duties  of 
both  offices  at  the  same  or  a small  additional  salary. 


There  is  still  another  expedient  to  which  I must  direct  attention  before  I conclude  tliis  Rccommendatioti 
part  of  my  subject;  I mean  the  annexation  of  a ward  with  a few  beds  to  certain  dispensaries,  to  anre.x  a \Vard 
It  is  objected  that  this  appurtenance  or  appendage  would  tend  to  a permanent  heavy  Dispeii 

increase  of  expense,  the  beds  being  always  filled,  or  nominally  so,  with  one  or  other  descrip- 
tion of  patients ; but  it  should  be  considered  whether  the  advantages  resulting  from  such  a 
plan  would  not  be  more  than  commensurate  with  the  expense  attending  it.  A great  deal  of 

the 


* For  further  proof  of  abuse  in  the  fiscal  management,  iec  account  of  the  North  Cork  Charitable 
Infirmary,  in  the  second  part  of  my  Report. 
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Report  on  the  distress  among  the  poorer  classes  is,  beyond  a doubt,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  inadequacy  of 
Medical  Relief,  medical  relief,  especially  to  the  want  of  hospital  accommodation.  The  second  part  of  my 
- — Report  will  embrace  this  division  of  the  subject,  but  it  may  be  here  remarked  that  painful 

W.P.Borrctt,esq.,M.p.  ingtauces  were  stated  in  the  course  of  my  inquiry  to  have  occurred  of  late,  in  which  persons 
seized  with  fever  or  cholera,  or  to  whom  an  accident  had  befallen,  were  obliged  to  be  aban- 
doned to  their  fate,  left  under  a hedge,  or  in  a ditch  or  pit  by  the  road-side  to  perish,  because 
there  was  no  place  to  take  them  to.  If  a wandering  beggar  were  taken  sick,  he  had  no 
alternative,  in  several  places,  but  to  lie  in  the  open  air ; sometimes  the  poor  would  build  a hut 
over  him.  This  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  a wretched  object  whom  I found  by  the  road- 
side between  Portumna  and  Eyrecourt  (county  Galway).  A man  seized  with  cholera  at 
Bantry,  after  lying  all  day  in  a boat,  was  put  into  a store,  where  he  died.  A woman 
attacked  in  the  same  way  had  expired  in  a ditch.  At  Kenmare  similar  instances  were 
adduced.  Also  in  the  evidence  upon  Athlone  Dispensary  (Westmeath  side)  the  case  is  men- 
tioned of  some  unfortunate  persons  being  ill  of  fever,  who  were  turned  out  of  their  lodgings, 
and  could  find  no  shelter;  two  of  them  died. 

Besides  the  sacrifice  of  life  there  are  other  evils  resulting  from  this  exclusion ; it  tends 
mu  h to  the  extension  of  pauperism.  The  extern  assistance  afforded  by  the  dispensary  does 
not  relieve  the  poor  man  from  the  expense  attending  sickness.  His  capital  is  consumed  in 
procuring  drinks,  sustenance  and  other  necessaries  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  sick 
bed ; his  clothes  and  furniture  are  pledged  to  supply  his  wants  in  the  course  of  a protracted 
illness,  and  when  at  length  he  recovers,  he  finds  lumself  and  his  family  reduced  to  beggary. 

However,  to  avoid  expense,  it  is  not  proposed  to  connect  more  than  from  five  to  ten  beds 
with  each  dispensary,  and  only  in  those  medical  stations  where  the  distance  of  the  county 
infirmary  is  so  great  that  although  taxed  for  its  support,  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  cannot 
have  recourse  to  it.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  permanent  expense  of  such  an  establishment, 
beyond  the  first  outlay  for  fitting  up,  furnishing,  &c.,  it  may  be  stated  that  each  bed,  if  con- 
stantly occupied  throughout  the  year,  would  cost  about  IbL,  taking  one  case  with  another, 
which  would  include  the  maintenance  of  the  patient,  with  medicine  and  nurse-tenders. 
There  need  be  no  additional  expense  for  medical  attendance. 


County  Infirmaries  and  Fever  Hospitals. 

County  Infirmaries.  County  Infirmaries  have  been  established  in  Ireland  under  5,  45,  47  Geo.  3,  and  va- 
rious other  Statutes,  with  an  especial  view  to  the  treatment  of  accidents,  casualties  and  sur- 
gical cases  of  all  sorts.  There  is  one  Infirmary  for  each  county,  and  funds  are  provided  by 
voluntary  contributions  and  by  a cess  levied  upon  the  county  at  lai-ge,  but  which  must  not 
exceed  6OOI.,  the  largest  sum  allowed  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Notwithstanding  tlie  smaR 
amount  of  this  limit,  it  is  chiefly  by  means  of  the  cess  that  the  Infirmaries  are  supported. 
Such  at  least  was  the  case  with  those  which  I inspected.  They  were  possessed  of  little  or 
no  property  of  any  description ; the  subscriptione  amounted  only  to  a small  sum,  and  the 
fines  fi-om  petty  sessions,  as  well  as  the  grant  from  the  Treasury,  are  scarcely  worth  taking 
jnto  account.  Thus  it  appears  that  the  main  charge  is  borne  by  the  county. 

There  are  several  points  of  objection  to  the  present  law,  and  to  the  practice  under  it,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Infirmaries.  Firet,  as  only  one  Infirmary  is  contemplated  by  law,  or 
has,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  established  for  each  county,  without  reference  to  its  size, 
the  provision  thus  made  for  the  relief  of  tlie  sick  poor,  whatever  may  be  its  other  defects,  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  a large  and  extensive  population.  Secondly,  as  a tax  is 
raised  off  the  land  for  the  support  of  each  Infirmary,  and  made  payable  throughout  the 
county,  a great  poition  of  the  expense,  particularly  in  the  large  counties,  falls  upon  per- 
sons who  hve  in  rateable  districts,  but  at  too  great  a distance  to  avail  themselves  of  the  insti- 
tution. And  hence  the  inmates  of  the  Hospitals  which  I visited  were  generally  confined  to 
the  immediate  neighbourhood.  Either  means  were  wanting  to  transport  patients  from  a dis- 
tance, or  there  was  no  subscriber  in  the  way  fi'om  whom  to  procure  an  order  for  the  Infir- 
mai-y.  Great  inconvenience  was  felt  under  the  present  practice  of  allowing  to  subscribers 
alone  the  privilege  of  ordering  admissions,  nor  had  this  restriction  had  the  desired  effect  of 
incre^ing  the  number  of  those  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  charity.  Further,  a sub- 
scriber’s order  being  made  absolute,  the  medical  attendant  was  left  without  any  discretionary 
power,  and  he  might  thus  be  obliged  to  reject  urgent  cases  in  order  to  make  room  for  others 
of  comparatively  little  importance,  but  in  which  the  applicants  were  furnished  with  tickets. 
Whence  it  sometimes  occurred  to  those  who  had  been  at  the  pains  of  sending  a poor  man  to 
the  county  Infirmary,  to  be  further  called  upon  for  the  cost  of  supporting  him  in  lodgings  in 
the  town  until  such  time  "as  he  could  be  received  in  the  Hospital.  In  the  Roscommon  In- 
firmaiy  any  expense  thus  incurred  is  defrayed  by  the  institution. 

Not  only  great  expense  is  incurred,  but  great  injury  may  result  from  the  removing  of  pa- 
tients, and  the  delay  which  is  thereby  occasioned  before  remedial  measures  can  be  had  recourse 
to,  if  the  distance  be  considerable.  How  frequently  does  the  chance  of  recovery  depend 
upon  procuring  assistance  at  the  time  and  on  the  spot?  In  bad  accidents,  and  certain  cases 
requirmg  operation,  life  itself  is  risked  by  delay  or  removal. 

The  last  but  not  the  least  objection,  which  I shall  here  notice,  is  grounded  upon  the  exclu- 
siveness of  the  cases  admissible  into  the  Infirmaries.  I frequently  met  with  persons  labouring 
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iinder  disease,  of  an  acute  as  well  as  lingering  character,  in  the  towns  where  the 
Infirmaries  are  situate,  who  were  refused  admission  by  the  existing  regulations,  although 
suffering  for  the  want  of  proper  treatment,  which  could  only  be  had  where  Hospital  accom- 
modation was  provided.  For  these  reasons  it  had  become  a very  general  opinion  in  the  parts 
of  the  country  where  I went  in  tlie  course  of  my  inquiry,  that  it  would  be  much  more  for  the 
public  benefit  to  establish  District  Hospitals,  upon  a smaller  scale  and  for  general  purposes, 
in  situations  properly  selected  throughout  the  county,  in  preference  to  any  single  institution, 
of  whatever  size  and  however  well  conducted,  which  bore  an  exclusive  character;  for  such  an 
institution  could  at  best  effect  only  a local  or  partial  good,  for  which  it  was  considered  hard, 
nay  unjust,  to  impose  a tax  upon  the  entire  county. 

The  town  of  Mallow  afforded  a striking  exemplification  of  the  truth  of  the  foregoing 
remarks.  Although  possessed  of  a County  Infirmary,  and  favoured,  it  would  naturatly  be 
presumed,  over  other  places  on  this  account,  instead  of  gaining  by  this  circumstance,  it 
seemed  to  be  really  upon  the  whole  the  worse  off  for  it.  In  no  town,  which  I visited  did  the 
sick  indigent  inhabitants  stand  more  in  need  of  medical  aid ; while,  as  far  as  the  county  was 
concerned,  such  cures  as  were  undertaken  at  the  Infirmary  could  only  be  appreciable  at 
farthest  to  a very  limited  extent  in  the  midst  of  so  large  and  populous  a community. 

Three  or  four  sheds  placed  against  a wall,  a mere  temporary  arrangement  for  the  reception 
of  cholera  cases,  low,  narrow  and  ill-ventilated,  crowded  with  beds  touching  along  the  sides, 
and  barely  leaving  space  enough  to  pass  down  the  middle  ; such  a mean  and  wretched  con- 
trivance was  the  only  kind  of  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  fever  for  the  tovra  and 
neighbourhood  of  Mallow,  distinguished  as  being  the  resort  of  numerous  strangers  and  the 
residence  of  an  opulent  gentry.  The  calamitous  consequence  was,  that  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  such  cases  were  entirely  unrelieved  and  unattended  to,  while  the  few  which  could 
be  received  into  the  cholera  or  fever-sheds  were  placed  under  such  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances as  very  materially  to  diminish  the  chance  of  cure.  Not  only  febrile  affections,  but 
all  internal  complaints,  in  fact  the  bulk  of  diseases  with  which  humanity  is  afflicted,  ai-e  inad- 
missible into  this  Infirmary,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  ti'eatment  of  cases  purely  surgical ; 
whence  it  happens  that  the  beds  are  sometimes  occupied  by  patients  with  old  ulcers  on  their 
legs,  eruptions  on  their  skin,  with  opthalmic,  syphilitic  and  various  chronic  ailments  of  a 
mild  and  simple  character,  which  might  be  treated  for  the  most  part  quite  as  well  if  they  only 
attended  as  exteras  once  or  twice  a week  at  the  Dispensary. 

This  anomaly,  if  so  it  can  be  termed,  is  not  chargeable  upon  the  medical  officers  appointed 
to  the  Infirmary.  It  is  incumbent  upon  them  to  admit  such  cases  as  the  above,  in  turn,  when 
provided  with  a subscriber’s  order,  and  there  was  no  lack  of  attention  on  their  part  to  a proper 
discharge  of  their  duties.  It  is  not  therefore  to  them  that  I impute  the  least  blame,  but  it  is  to 
the  principle  that  I object  which  obtains  in  the  management  of  all  these  estabhshments ; for 
of  a truth  that  system  must  be  bad  which  goes  to  provide  intern  accommodation  in  cases 
where  it  might  \vithout  any  injury  be  dispensed  with,  and  leaves  otliers  at  the  same  time  to 
perish  for  the  very  want  of' it. 

Instead  of  being  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  disease  only,  and  tliese 
neither  the  most  common  nor  in  general  of  the  most  distressing  nature,  it  would  be  much 
more  serviceable  if  converted  into  a general  hospital,  and  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of 
medical  as  well  as  surgical  cases.  Physicians  and  surgeons  should  then  be  alike  appointed, 
and  the  beds  distributed  between  them,  andall  truly  necessitous  persons  admitted,  if  seriously 
ill,  even  without  the  form  of  a recommendation,  giving  a preference  always  to  accidents  and 
fever  cases.  There  need  be  no  fear  of  infection,  if  only  the  proper  precautions  be  taken,  if 
tlie  ventilation  be  good,  fumigation  used,  and  a due  regard  had  to  cleanliness.  This  is  well 
known  to  be  the  case  by  what  is  seen  every  day  in  the  London  hospitals,  where  no  evil 
arises  from  the  admixture  of  fever  with  other  cases.  But,  if  most  approved  of,  one  ward  or 
more  might  be  given  up  to  those  who  are  suffering  from  fever,  and  they  might  thus  be  kept 
strictly  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  patients.  In  order  to  promote  its  usefulness,  a dispen- 
sary ought  to  be  attached  to  each  hospital,  either  on  the  ground  floor,  but  having  no  commu- 
nication with  the  interior  of  the  building,  or  a little  apart  from  it,  as  at  the  lodge  by  the 
entrance  of  the  Roscommon  Infirmary.  The  same  medical  officers  might  take  the  charge  of 
this  department  also  ; or  if  tlie  hospital  be  large,  others  might  be  appointed  whose  duty  it 
would  be  to  make  domiciliary  visits  to  the  sick  poor,  besides  attending  regularly  at  the  dis- 
pensaiy,  in  the  way  I have  already  recommended  when  treating  of  this  class  of  institutions. 
An  hospital  conducted  upon  a plan  of  this  description  could  not  fail  to  be  of  real  service. 
It  would  provide  intern  accommodation  for  such  cases,  whether  surgical  or  medical,  acute  or 
clironic,  as  stood  in  need  of  it,  and  for  such  cases  only  ; and  further,  instead  of  their  having 
to  seek  recourse  at  a great  distance,  as  they  are  too  frequently  obliged  to  do  under  the  pre- 
sent system,  it  would  be  within  the  reach  of  all  persons  living  in  the  district  allotted  to  it, 
where  the  rate  is  payable,  and  thus  no  one  having  a just  claim  to  relief  need  go  witli- 
out  it. 

Tralee  contains  a fever  hospital  as  well  as  a county  infirmary ; but  upon  the  principle  just 
explained,  viz.  that  of  establishing  a general  hospital,  instead  of  hospitals  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  being  affected  with  fever  or  other  pai-ticular  forms  of  disease,  which  are  not  to  be 
recommended  except  in  large  towns,  I would  suggest  the  propriety  of  consolidating  the  two 
institutions,  and  carrying  them  on  together  in  the  fever  hospital  Fuilding.  This  is  a neat 
commodious  edifice,  capable  of  containing  a hundred  beds,  and  has  recently  been  erected 
at  a considerable  expense  to  the  county.  It  is  well  placed  contiguous  to  the  town,  in  an 
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open  plot  of  ground  of  about  an  acre.  Thus  it  is  exceedingly  well  adapted  for  an  hospital, 
much  more  so  than  the  infirmary,  where  the-  accommodation  only  admits  of  twenty-three 
beds ; the  rooms  are  small,  and  the  site  not  so  eligible.  But  on  inspecting  the  fever  hospital, 

I found  that,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  funds,  it  was  made  but  little  use  of.  It  contairied 
but  20  patients,  and  about  twice  that  number  of  beds,  and  such  wards  as  were  occupied 
presented  a comfortless  appearance,  being  almost  destitute  of  furniture,  and  not  kept  in  a 
neat  and  cleanly  manner. 

As  a fever  hospital  exclusively,  so  large  a building  is  not  required  at  ordinary  times,  and 
when  fever  prevails  epidemically,  it  would  not  of  itself  prove  sufiicient.  Temporary  accom- 
modation must  then  be  provided,  and  a barn,  house  or  other  empty  tenement  be  applied  to 
the  reception  of  fever  cases.  Ample  powers  are  given  by  Act  of  Parliament  (59  Geo.  3.)  to 
meet  an  emergency  of  this  sort.  By  this  statute,  parishes  are  enabled  to  elect  boards  of 
health,  to  remove  nuisances,  establish  hospitals,  and  adopt  such  measures  for  precaution  and 
cure  as  become  necessary  by  the  occurrence  of  the  calamity ; the  expense  of  all  such 
proceedings  to  be  defi-ayed  by  a parochial  rate.  The  provisions  of  this  statute  are  well 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  if  they  be  only  acted  up  to,  and  officers  of  health 
appointed  as  the  Act  directs,  but  which  I did  not  find  sufficiently  attended  to._ 

A stronger  argument  may  be  adduced  in  favour  of  uniting  the  two  establishments  than 
that  whiclf  I have  grounded  on  the  fitness  of  the  Fever  Hospital  building  for  a general 
hospital,  and  the  little  need  there  is  of  it  for  its  present  purpose.  From  a return  of  the  ex- 
penditure, which  is  given  in  the  local  report,  and  comparing  it  with  the  estimated  expenditure 
for  one  hospital  with  as  many  beds  as  the  two  contain  together,  it  will  be  seen  that  a consi- 
derable savino"  of  expense  may  be  effected  by  their  consolidation ; at  the  same  time  the 
efficiency  of  each  may  be  increased  and  secured  by  an  improved  management.  Instead  of 
appointincr  a mere  nominal  committee,  certain  ex  officio  governors  and  subscribers  as  com- 
mittee-men, who  did  not  attend  to  their  duties,  but  left  every  thing  to  the  medical  officers 
and  treasurers,  an  active  and  vigilant  supeiwision  is  required  for  the  better  administration 
ofthe  affairs  of  the  two  institutions.  Much  complaint  was  made  of  the  low  state  of  the 
funds,  and  yet  it  was  not  usual  for  articles  to  be  supplied  by  contract,  and  a heavy  expense 
was  sometimes  incurred  where  it  might  certainly  have  been  avoided.  Thus  in  the  account  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  Fever  Hospital  for  1833,  furnished  me  at  my  request  by  the  treasurer, 
but  not  satisfactorily  drawn  up,  I find  an  item  of  70  1.  set  down  for  leeches.  The  number  of 
patients  as  returned  in  the  hospital  that  year  was  226;  m 1831,  the  number  was  443,  or 
nearly  double,  and  charge  for  leeches,  36/.  105.  In  1832,  the  number  was  291,  and  charge 
•for  leeches,  28/.  15  s.  The  total  expense  for  medicines  for  the  three  years  was  only 
87  /.  7 s.  5 j d.  Upon  inquiiy,  I learnt  that  the  leeches  were  supplied  by  the  apothecary  to 
the  institution  at  a charge  of  Is.  each.  The  same  charge  was  made  at  the  infirmary,  where 
the  average  yearly  cost  ofleeches  was  stated  to  be  about  25  /. 

If  leeches  can  only  be  obtained  at  so  high  a price,  the  obvious  remedy  would  be  to  sub- 
stitute cupping,  or  other  depletory  measures,  as  I found  the  medical  attendants  of  other  fever 
hospitals  were*  in  the  habit  of  doing.  I do  not  mean  to  prefer  any  charge  against  the 
medical  officer;  but  I would  observe,  that  the  fact  of  these  leeches  being  supplied  by  the 
apothecary,  who  was  allowed,  in  some  instances,  if  I mistake  not,  to  prescribe  himself, 
gives  an  opportunity  for  the  imputation  of  bad  management  or  jobbing,  which  ought  not  to 
be  permitted  in  the  economy  of  a public  institution. 

The  management  of  the  Roscommon  Infirmary,  I found,  was  in  like  manner,  left  to  the 
medical  attendant  and  the  acting  or  under  treasurer.  Here,  ^weyer,  I am  happy  to  be 
able  to  state,  that  the  very  strictest  economy  was  observed.  Public  notice  was  given  of 
such  articles  as  were  required  for  the  use  of  the  institution,  and  every  thing  obtained  upon  the 
most  reasonable  terms.  The  medical  duties  were  carefully  performed,  and  great  credit  is 
due  to  the  benevolent  individual  who  took  charge  of  the  accounts,  for  the  care  he  had 
bestowed  on  the  subject,  and  for  the  zeal  he  evinced  in  the  furtherance  of  this  and  various 
other  charitable  objects. 

The  other  statutory  provisions  for  the  regulation  of  the  county  infirmaries  refer  to  the 
oualification  of  the  medical  officer,  and  the  amount  of  his  salary.  The  salary  is  fixed  at 
100/  Irish  currency,  or  89/.;  and  no  person  is  eligible  to  the  appointment,  except  he  be 
a member  or  licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  or  Surgeons  m Ireland. 

(7  Geo.  3.)  . t-  . 

The  clause  containing  this  restriction  (invidious  as  it  may  now  appear,  but  necessary  at 
the  time)  was  no  doubt  introduced  into  the  Act  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  services  of  a 
skilful  and  efficient  surgeon  to  the  institution.  The  members  ofthe  Irish  College  of  Surgeons 
ai-e  at  great  pains  and  expense  to  acquire  sound  professional  knowledge  and  experience,  and 
are  subjected  to  a very  strict  ©ideal  before  entering  upon  jiractice;  and  hence  they  are 
entitled  to  preference  as  a general  rule.  Still,  the  reasons  just  assigned_  do  not  constitute 
sufficient  giuund  for  keeping  up  a species  of  monopoly,  which  is  objectionable  at  the  pre- 
sent dav  ■ iior  is  it  longer  desirable  to  adhere  to  a rule  which  excludes  from  the  county 
infiimaries  graduates  of  the  London,  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Colleges,  or  other  persons 
duly  qualified,  who  shall  have  obtained  a libefal  professional  education,  and  have  been 
examined  aud  certified  accordingly,  in  some  other  accredited  school.  It  would  also  tend  to 
the  advancement  of  surgical  science,  and  to  the  benefit  of  tli  e public,  if  the  number  of  the 
medical  officers  to  each  infirmary  were  increased,  as  well  as  the  distinction  in  question 

''"rhave'^^ikeaciy  explained,  under  the  head  of  salary,  in  the  first  part  of  my  Report,  the 
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general  principle  which  ought  to  be  followed  out  in  awarding  pay  to  medical  practitioners,  Report  on 
m the  discharge  of  public  duties.  For  services  of  a higher  order  the  rate  of  remuneration  Medical  Kelief. 
should  be  increased.  Still  the  infirmaries  being  situate  in  toums,  where  there  is  opportunity  \v.P.borrett,csq.,M,B. 

and  field  for  acquiring  private  practice,  pecuniary  compensation  is  not  so  much  an  object  ' ' 1_ 

to  the  medical  attendant,  as  it  is  in  the  country  villages,  where  he  depends  for  his  livelihood, 
chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  upon  the  emoluments  of  office. 

By  the  47  Geo.  3.  Grand  Juries  were  empowered  to  raise  certain  sums  for  the  support  of  Fever  Hospital. 
Fever  Hospitals  : but  after  the  contagious  fever  of  1817,  additional  facilities  were  given, 
by  advances  from  the  Government,  for  their  erection,  repayable  by  instalments,  and 
authorising  Grand  Jury  Presentments  for  sums  not  exceeding  double  the  amount  of  private 
subscriptions.  (See  58  Geo.  3.) 

Under  these  statutes,  fever  hospitals  have  been  very  generally  established  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  It  was  only  in  one  or  two  instances  that  I could  hear  of  the  Grand  Jury 
having  shown  any  indisposition  to  grant  assistance,  when  the  expediency  of  the  case  had 
been  'fairly  made  out.  At  Bantry,  however,  in  1831,  the  clergy  of  the  town  raised  a 
subscription  of  78(.,  and  offered  it  to  the  Grand  Jury  to  build  a fever  hospital  with;  but  the 
application  was  refused,  on  what  ground  I could  not  understand,  since  there  is  an  extreme 
want  of  hospital  accommodation  at  this  place,  which  I have  elsewhere  pointed  out.  At 
Kilworth,  owing  to  its  vicinity  to  Fermoy,  the  like  necessity  does  not  exist ; but  here,  after 
a nobleman  had  expended  300  Z.  in  building  an  hospital,  he  could  not  make  it  available  for 
want  of  funds.  This  was  owing,  however,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  refusing 
to  subscribe,  rather  than  to  the  Grand  Jury  refusing  to  present.  In  Keriy  only  two  fever 
hospitals  * have  been  established ; in  Roscommon,  none.  It  becomes,  therefore,  a question, 
whether  their  establishment  under  certain  given  circumstances  shall  not  be  made  com- 
pulsoiy. 

The  principal  fever  hospital  in  Kerry,  is  that  at  Tralee,  which  I have  already  noticed.  Killarney. 

At  Killarney,  the  funds  of  the  hospital  were  in  a flourishing  state  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

They  had  been  recruited  by  means  of  contested  elections  for  the  appointment  of  physician,  and 
were  husbanded  by  the  treasurer,  doubtless  with  the  best  intentions,  but  not  with  the  happiest 
effect.  The  furniture  of  the  hospital  was  scanty ; the  bedding  in  a bad  state  ; the  pharmacy 
poorly  supplied,  and  the  wards  in  need  of  painting,  cleaning  and  repair.  The  salaries  of 
tlie  physicians  were  low,  and  the  apothecary  paid  by  a paltry  stipend  of  15  Z.  per  annum, 
although  daily  employed  at  the  institution.  There  was,  however,  every  disposition,  on  the 
part  of  tlie  treasurer,  and  the  gentlemen  subscribing  to  the  institution,  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  seemed  best  calculated  to  restore  it  to  an  efficient  state.  Meetings  of  the 
subscribers  wei-e  summoned  with  this  view,  at  which  the  assistant  commissioners  were 
invited  to  attend,  and  several  regulations  passed  at  their  suggestion. 

At  Youghal  and  Kinsale  the  managing  officers  had  done  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  yoagbal.  Kinsale. 
render  the  medical  charities  serviceable  to  the  public.  The  physicians  were  in  the  habit  of 
seeing  poor  patients  at  the  hospitals  and  at  their  own  houses,  and  of  attending  them  when 
called  upon,  putting  compensation  out  of  the  question : but  their  meritorious  services  were 
too  often  fmstrated  from  want  of  sufficient  funds  and  proper  intern  hospital  accommodation. 

At  Bandon,  a few  years  ago,  the  resident  medical  practitioners,  five  in  number,  offered  to  Bandon. 
take  charge  of  the  hospital ; but  the  committee  declined  their  offer  of  gi-atuitous  attendance, 
preferring  to  have  a physician  attached  to  the  institution,  who  should  be  a paid  and  respon- 
sible agent.  No  fault  could  be  found  with  the  way  in  which  the  medical  duties  were  per- 
formed by  this  gentleman  ; still  it  would  have  facilitated  the  means  of  procuring  relief,  if  the 
committee  had  adopted  the  plan  subsequently  proposed,  which  was  to  allow  each  physician 
a share  of  pay,  and  so  to  enlist  them  all  in  the  cause  of  the  poor ; but  they  over-ruled  this  plan 
also.  At  Fermoy  and  Cove  there  was  no  lack  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officers  Fermoy,  Cove,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  fever  hospitals;  and  indeed,  generally  speaking,  these  charities,  too 
numerous  too  particularize,  were  well  conducted.  In  all,  however,  so  great  was  the  necessity 
felt  of  accommodation  for  surgical  cases,  that  either  a wing  was  added  to  the  hospital,  or 
certain  wards  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  It  was  a common  remark  in  all  these 
cases  with  medical  men,  who  did  not  live  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  that  as  far  as  they  were 
concerned  there  might  as  well  be  no  County  Infirmary  at  all  in  existence. 

The  medical  institutions  at  Cork  are  the  North  and  South  Charitable  Infirmaries,  the  Cork. 

House  of  Recovery  or  Fever  Hospital,  the  hospital  attached  to  the  House  of  Industry,  the 
Dispensary  or  Humane  Society,  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  From  the  enumeration  of  these 
establishments  it  would  seem  that  the  sick  poor  of  Coric  are  well  off  for  medical  succour ; but 
the  fact  is  far  otherwise.  When  it  is  stated  that  there  are  but  sixteen  beds,  in  the  aggregate, 
for  the  reception  of  medical  cases  (not  febrile),  and  less  than  three  times  that  number  for 
surgical  cases  and  casualties  of  all  sorts,  it  is  plain  that  with  such  veiy  limited  means  but 
little  can  be  done  for  the  alleviation  and  cure  of  disease  in  a city  with  a population  of  more 
than  100,000.  This  very  defective  provision  in  point  of  intern  accommodation  in  the  two 
infii-maries  has  contributed  to  the  extension  of  pauperism  in  a very  remarkable  degree.  It 
is  become  the  common  expedient  with  the  pool-,  in  the  absence  of  all  other  means,  to  apply 

1 as 

* A small  bill  very  neat  hospital  had  Just  been  built  at  Cabir  through  the  generous  aid  of  the  landed 
proprietary ; but  it  had  not  come  into  operation  at  the  time  that  I inspected  it. 
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as  paupers  to  the  House  of  Industry ; where  they  are  no  sooner  received  than  they  complain 
of  being  ill,  and  so  contrive  to  get  passed  into  the  hospital  belonging  to  it.  Here  however 
when  once  admitted  they  are  sure  of  being  well  attended  to.  It  was  most  gi-atifying  to  remark 
how  an  institution  which  had  sprmg  up  under  such  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  full 
even  to  excess,  could  be  so  well  sustained  by  such  slender  means.  Nothing  could  surpass 
the  neatness  and  order  conspicuous  throughout,  or  the  attention  paid  by  the  medical  officers 
to  the  cases  committed  to  their  care  and  skill. 

A like  tribute  of  praise  is  due  to  the  physicians  and  others  concerned  in  the  management 
of  the  House  of  Recovery  : a more  excellent  establishment  of  the  sort  there  cannot  be ; and 
it  is  only  just  to  the  medical  gentlemen  attached  to  the  two  Infinnaries  to  state  chat  they 
discharged  their  duties  with  ability  and  zeal,  receiving  little  or  no  compensation  for  their 
arduous  services.  That  the  charities,  however,  in  the  cause  of  which  they  were  respectively 
engaged,  did  not  prosper  as  they  might  have  done,  even  with  the  very  limited  resources  of 
whicfi  they  were  possessed,  up  to  the  date  of  my  visit  in  the  one  instance,  and  in  the  other 
only  till  within  late  years — may  be  ascribed  to  the  faulty,  if  not  fraudulent,  practices  which 
obtained  in  the  management,  in  spite  of  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendants, 
and  through  the  neglect  of  the  trustees.  In  proof  of  this  I shall  extract  largely  from  the 
medical  evidence  upon  the  North  Charitable  Infirmary,  and  allow  the  facts  there  recorded, 
which  were  only  elicited  after  a lengthened  and  searching  investigation,  to  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

On  referring  to  the  book  of  proceedings,  it  appears  that  scarcely  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  governors  has  been  held  for  the  last  forty  years  to  elect  trustees  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  1744:  and  although  this  Act  requires  that  the  accounts 
should  be  examined  every  month  by  five  trustees,  they  seem  for  many  months  together  to 
have  been  entered  in  the  book  at  the  same  time,  and  frequently  in  the  presence  of  only  one 
and  seldom  more  than  two  trustees.  Indeed  no  other  signature  is  to  be  found  in  the  account- 
book  for  several  years  in  succession  than  that  of  the  late  surgeon,  who  was  also  a trustee. 

Having  understood  that  a meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  North  Infirmary  was  fixed  for 
August  5th,  the  assistant  commissioners  determined  upon  being  there.  After  waiting  for 
an  hour  beyond  the  appointed  time,  the  son-in-law  of  the  apothecary  to  the  establishment 
made  his  appearance,  but  with  this  exception  the  meeting  passed  unattended.  It  may  be 
taken  as  a specimen  of  the  generality  of  the  annual  meetings,  at  w'hich  the  attendance  had 
so  much  fallen  off,  that  the  apothecary  stated  he  was  desired  by  one  of  the  only  two  gentle- 
men who  were  present  on  the  last  occasion  to  re-appoint  the  same  persons  as  trustees  for  the 
year  ibllowing.  The  assistant  commissioners  attended  also  at  the  infirmary  on  August  6th, 
which  was  the  day  fixed  for  a monthly  meeting  ; but  no  accounts  were  prepared,  nor  any 
trustee  present.  The  treasurer  did  not  attend  either  tliis  or  the  former  meeting,  although  he 
had  fixed  to  do'  so. 

At  present  it  appears  the  whole  business  of  the  charity  has  been  allowed  to  pass  into  the 
hands  of  the  apothecary,  who  constitutes  in  himself  the  board  of  management ; and  besides 
being  the  apothecary  to  the  institution,  is  the  druggist,  steward,  accountant  and  collector, 
purveyor  of  stores  of  all  kinds,  whether  food,  fuel,  medicine,  furniture,  or  clothing.  He 
finds  the  charity  with  every  thing,  and  on  his  own  terms,  as  nothing  is  obtained  by  contract. 

As  apothecary  he  receives  a salary  of  62 1.  12s.  per  annum ; but  he  has  ceased  to  reside 
since  1832,  when  the  hospital  was  given  up  for  the  reception  of  cholera  cases.  He  has  an 
assistant,  however,  at  a salary  of  37  Z.,  who  is  provided  with  lodgings  in  the  establishment. 
This  assistant  apothecary,  as  he  is  termed,  is  a young  man  and  apprentice  to  the  apothecary. 
He  is  totally  incompetent  to  take  the  charge  of  the  hospital,  which  is  left  to  him  in  the 
absence  of  the  attending  medical  officers ; and  there  is  no  record  of  his  appointment  by  the 
trustees  or  governors  upon  the  books  of  the  institution. 

The  medmines  are  all  supplied  by  the  apothecary,  who  keeps  a large  druggist’s  establish- 
ment in  the  city.  Their  cost  appears  to  have  been  unreasonably  high  until  lately,  when  the 
apothecary  consented  to  charge  the  North  Infirmary  at  the  same  rate  that  medicines  were 
supplied  by  tender  to  the  Soutlr  Infirmary.  On  this  account  the  bill  for  medicines  has  dimi- 
nished of  late  years,  although  twice  as  many  extern  patients  have  been  prescribed  for  and 
supplied  with  medicine  at  the  hospital : and  although  the  number  of  beds  has  been  increased 
by  one-third  since  1829,  the  annual  expenditure  is  much  the  same  as  before  tliat  time.  The 
same  number  of  beds  is,  however,  still  maintained  at  even  a considerably  less  expense  at  the 
South  Infirmary. 

The  servants’ are  all  appointed  and  paid  by  the  apothecary,  and  liable  to  be  discharged  at 
his  pleasure.  The  number  returned  seems  to  be  unnecessarily  large  for  an  establishment 
containing  only  30  beds,  or  thereabouts.  They  consist  of  a door-keeper,  a matron,  two 
nurses,  two  kitchen-maids  and  an  assistant  kitchen-maid,  as  they  were  designated.  It  did 
not  appear  that  there  was  any  occasion  for  two  of  these  servants,  or,  if  in  the  house,  that 
they  were  occupied  in  the  service  of  the  charity  : and  the  washerwoman  acknowledged  that 
she  had  been  employed  for  the  last  twenty  years  in  washing  foi-  the  apothecary  and  his 
family ; and  that  articles  were  regularly  sent  from  his  private  residence  and  made  up  at  the 
institution,  and  no  other  work  done  by  her,  although  everything  was  paid  and  found  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  charity. 

The  system  of  account-keeping — if  system  it  can  be  called — which  is  also  conducted  by 
the  apothecary,  reflects  anything  but  credit  either  on  those  who  made  up  the  accounts,  or 
those  who  audited  and  passed  them : and  it  really  is  matter  of  astonishment  that  a more 
clear,  explicit  and  satisftictory  statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  should  never 

have 
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have  been  required  by  those  who  were  appointed  trustees  to  the  charity  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  being  guardians  of  the  public  purse.  It  would  scarcely  be  supposed  that  the  hea- 
viest charges  on  the  list,  frequently  exceeding  fifty,  and  amounting  occasionally  to  one  hun- 
dred pounds  and  upwards,  recurring  monthW  or  nearly  so,  should  be  entered  under  the  very 
vague  and  general  head  of  “ sundries.”  Under  tliis  head  ai’e  included  coals,  chandleiw, 
grocery,  spirits,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds,  &c.  &c. ; and  on  examining  the  steward’s,  or  ratlier 
uie  apotliecary’s  private  book  to  ascertain  the  average  annual  cost  of  such  articles,  it  was 
found  that  they  varied  in  a most  remarkable  degree,  and  yet  they  ought  to  have  been  pretty 
constant,  seeing  that  the  number  of  patients  was  for  tlie  most  part  the  same.  Many  bills 
had  been  allowed  to  run  on  from  year  to  year,  and  the  charge  for  coals,  soap,  candles,  grocery, 
&c.  was  most  extravagant. 

In  the  year  1832  a report  was  presented  to  the  tmstees  by  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
the  infirmary,  recommending  the  appointment  of  a monthly  committee,  who,  in  conjunction 
with  them,  should  provide  for  the  internal  management  and  economy  of  the  hospital.  They 
urged  the  necessity  of  establislring  a regular  dietary,  whereby  there  could  be  a daily  check 
upon  the  consumption  and  cost,  and  also  suggested  that  all  articles  should  be  supplied  by 
contract  after  public  advertisement.  Their  recommendation  was  referred  to  a committee,  who 
never  reported  at  all  upon  it,  and  things  were  allowed  to  go  on  as  before. 

The  only  person  besides  the  apothecary,  who  seems  to  take  any  part  in  the  management  of 
the  North  Infirmary,  is  the  treasurer.  He  acts  without  a salary ; but  he  gives  no  security 
for  the  money  placed  in  his  hands,  nor  can  he  be  said  to  account  to  the  governors,  as  they 
scarcely  ever  hold  a meeting.  In  1832,  a legacy  of  500 1.  was  left  to  the  charity,  and  an 
order  made  by  the  board  to  have  it  lodged  in  the  savings  bank.  This  order  bears  the  date 
of  May  7th,  1832,  but  it  had  not  been  complied  with  in  the  summer  of  1834,  at  the  time  of 
the  visit  of  the  assistant  commissioners  : and  they  were  told  that  repeated  individual  applica- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  treasurer  to  have  the  money  so  lodged,  but  without  effect.  It  is 
expedient  that  the  money  should  not  be  thus  left  at  the  entire  disposal  of  any  treasurer,  as  in 
the  time  of  the  lasttreasurer  there  seems  to  have  been  a good  deal  of  misapplicationaud  traffick- 
ing with  the  funds.  Various  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  charity  had  been  lent  to  diffe- 
rent persons  for  their  own  uses  at  different  times,  without,  it  would  seem,  any  order  of  the 
board  or  the  sanction  of  the  trustees.  Two  large  sums,  one  646  Z.  3 s.  1 d.,  and  the  other 
369/.  45.  Id.,  were  returned  as  still  due,  together  with  interest,  which  had  accrued  upon  the 
latter  sum  to  as  much  or  even  more  than  the  original  debt.  And  at  this  time  there  is  a Chan- 
cery suit  pending,  in  which  the  charity  is  concerned,  a bill  having  been  filed  against  the  trustees 
to  recover  a property  mortgaged  to  them  for  a sum  of  money  lent  by  them  to  one  of  their 
own  body.  If  tlie  trustees  be  not  personally  liable,  the  expense  of  litigation  must  fall  heavily 
upon  the  funds,  and  if  the  decision  be  unfavourable  to  the  charity,  it  will  be  reduced  to  almost 
a state  of  insolvency. 

Thus  charged  with  debt,  involved  in  litigation,  the  remnant  of  its  property  imperfectly 
secured,  its  income  small  and  diminishing,  (the  number  of  subscribers  being  reduced  to  nearly 
the  number  of  trustees  appointed  by  the  Act,  and  being  for  the  most  part  personal  friends  of 
the  officers),  this  institution  seems  to  be  fast  approaching  to  a critical  period,  beyond  wliich 
it  is  doubtful  whether  it  can  continue  to  exist.  The  establishment  itself  is  as  worn-out  as  its 
resources.  Only  17  out  of  34  beds  were  kept  up  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  and  the  furniture, 
sacks  for  straw  bedding,  sheets,  blankets,  domestic  and  pharmaceutical  utensils,  &c.,  whether 
from  decay  or  dirt,  were  scarcely  fit  for  use.  Admitting  that  this  m a great  measure  might 
be  owing  to  the  expectation  of  moving  shortly  out  of  the  old  building  into  the  new  one,  still 
it  is  clear  that  the  new  infinnary  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  made  available  for  any  useful 
purpose,  unless  there  be  a total  change  in  the  system,  unless  each  depai-tment  be  remodelled, 
except  that  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  above  all,  the  Act  of  Incorporation  be  done 
away  with,  under  which  the  North  Infirmary  has  been  mismanaged  for  so  many  years,  and 
dwindled  down  into  a mere  family  concern,  while  ostensibly  existing  as  a public  charity. 

There  is  only  one  point  to  which  I shall  refer  in  the  past  management  of  the  South  Charita- 
ble Infirmary.  It  will  be  a much  more  agreeable  and  useful  task  to  describe  the  praise- 
worthy manner  in  which  it  is  at  present  conducted.  The  late  treasurer,  it  appears,  who 
continued  to  act  even  after  he  removed  to  Dublin,  was  m the  habit  of  paying  the  debts  of 
the  institution  by  notes  of  hand  or  bills,  and  ai’ticles  were  declared  paid  for  while  in  fact  the 
payment  was  not  effected  till  some  time  after.  This  serves  as  an  additional  illustration  to 
the  instances  already  given*  of  the  faulty  manner  in  which  the  funds  of  public  charities  are 
liable  to  be  administered,  even  when  entrusted  to  individuals  of  the  highest  respectability. 
At  present  the  funds  are  very  properly  placed  in  the  savings  bank  ; and  thus,  besides  being 
better  secured,  they  are  made  to  bear  interest.  A further  improvement  would  be  if  they  were 
so  placed  in  the  name  of  more  than  one  individual. 

The  trustees  of  the  South  Infirmary,  anxious  to  diminish  as  far  as  possible  the  great 
disproportion  of  hospital  accommodation  to  the  wants  of  the  poor  o?  so  large  a city, 
made  in  1831,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons,  an  entire  change 
in  the  management  of  the  establishment.  Since  that  period  they  have  thrown  open  to  free 
competition  the  supply  of  medicines,  provisions,  coals,  and  in  fact  every  article  which  could 
be  thus  obtained  on  better  terms.  Contracts  are  also  made  every  half  year  for  particular 
articles  when  any  advantage  can  be  gained  by  it.  They  at  the  same  time  adopted  the 
military  system  of  diet-rolls,  tabular  extracts  of  expenditure,  &c.,  with  such  modifications 

as 
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as  were  applicable  to  the  institution.  From  these  and  other  regulations  they  are  now 
enabled  to  ascertain  at  any  period  not  only  the  actual  rate  of  gross  expenditure,  but  also 
the  most  minute  details  of  each  article  of  consumption ; and  experience  has  fully  war- 
ranted the  confident  opinion  expressed  by  the  medical  officers  in  their  recommendation, 
that  the  advantage  of  system  and  regularity  thus  introduced  would  be  still  less  than  its 
economy.  This  will  be  readily  seen  by  comparing  the  average  outlay  and  amount  of  relief 
of  two  years  before,  and  two  years  after  the  adoption  of  these  measures. 

Admittted  on  the  books — 

In  1828,  Interns  - - - - 295  Externs  - - - - 8,558 

In  1829,  Interns  - - - - 332  Externs  - - - - 8,442 

Average  Interns,  813;  Externs,  8,500.  Total,  8,813. 

Average  Expenditure,  £.832.  6.  0|. 

Admitted  in  1832,  Interns  - 339  Externs  - - - - io,004 

in  1833,  Interns  - 358  Externs  - - - - 12,248 

Average  Interns,  348  ; Externs,  11,126.  Total,  11,474. 

Average  Expenditure  ______  £.686.  6.  2|. 

Thus  we  have  on  comparing  the  two  periods,  an  actual  saving  of  145 1.  19  s.  9^  with  a 
mean  increase  of  35  Interns,  2,626  Externs,  or  2,661  in  the  total  number  of  patients:  and 
this,  notwithstanding  a deduction  which  should  be  made  for  repairs  in  the  latter  period, 
added  to  the  disadvantage  of  another  circumstance  which  is  not  talcen  into  account,  that 
in  the  two  foimer  years,  the  lock  wards  being  then  open,  nearly  one-half  the  diets  consisted 

of  bread  and  milk.*  , . , „ , , • r i t.  j % 

When  retrenchments  upon  so  large  a scale  (which  allowed  the  opening  ot  additional  beds) 
could  thus  be  effected  by  the  adoption  of  a better  system  of  management  m the  bouth  infir- 
marv,  it  must  be  matter  of  surprise  to  all,  as  well  as  of  reproach  to  the  governing  body  ot 
the  North  Infirmary,  that  they  should  persist  up  to  the  last  in  the  old  system,  uninfluenced 
and  unreclaimed  by  the  good  example  set  by  their  sister  institution. 

The  new  building  for  the  North  Infirmary  has  been  raised  by  a fund  of  3,300Z.  derived 
chiefly  from  a leo'acy  which  was  left  for  the  promotion  of  some  charitable  object,  and  applied 
in  this  way,  and°added  to  by  subscriptions.  It  stands  upon  a piece  of  ground  which  was 
foimerly  tlie  garden  to  the  old  Infirmary,  in  an  elevated  position,  but  hemmed  in  on  all  sides 
by  houses  of  the  poorest  description.  A lot  of  tenements  in  front  of  it,  and  much  wanted  for 
an  approach,  were  offered  for  sale  at  a low  price  not  long  since,  but  as  the  trustees  never 
held  a meeting,  nothing  could  be  done  in  the  matter.  These  dwellings  have  since  been  put 
in  thorou<^li  repair,  and  of  couree  cannot  now  be  purchased,  but  at  a considerable  additional 
expense  “The  new  hospital  is  substantially  and  neatly  built,  and  well  planned  in  the  interior. 
It  contains  two  large  wards,  several  smaller  ones,  and  apartments  for  officers  and  servants. 
It  offers  <^ood  accommodation  for  140  patients;  but  when  finished  and  paid  for,  the  annual 
income  will  be  mider  500  Z.;  a sum  which  is  only  sufficient  to  provide  a fourth  part  of  the 
number  of  beds  it  could  be  made  to  contain.f  Unless,,  therefore,  some  means  be  found  for 
supplying  this  deficiency,  much  money  will  have  been  expended  to  very  little  purpose,  pd 
tlie  advantages  of  excellent  intern  accommodation  which  this  buildmg  is  capable  of  affording, 
and  of  which  Cork  is  so  much  in  need,  will  be  in  a great  measure  lost  to  the  public.  To 
obviate  so  deplorable  a result  it  was  proposed,  in  the  absence  of  better  means,  to  unite  the 
funds  of  tlie  two  infirmaries  for  the  support  of  the  new  hospital.  It  was  shown  that  a 
considerable  saving  might  be  thus  effected,  that  the  number  of  beds  might  be  doubled 
without  adding  to  the  expenditure,  by  only  consolidating  the  establishments ; and  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  at  length  obtained  for  this  end  at  an  expense  of  600 1,  which  was  taken  out 
of  the  fund  for  the  new  building.  Itis  certainly  most  desirable  that  this  plan  should  now  be 
carried  into  full  effect,  if  sufficient  funds  can  be  paid  for  the  support  of  only  one  infirmary. 
It  would  be  worse  than  folly  in  such  a case  to  attempt  to  evade  the  Act,  and  renounce  the 
power  thus  afforded,  after  having  been  at  so  much  pains  and  cost  to  obtain  it,  of  extending 
hospital  accommodation  to  double  its  present  amount.  In  the  event  of  a union,  the  medical 
staffs  of  both  the  North  and  South  Infirmaries  might  be  retained,  and  discharge  alternate  duty 
every  month,  or  for  six  months  at  a time,  until  reduced  to  the  required  number  by  resignation 
or  offierwise’  But  who  can  doubt  that  the  two  Infirmaries  are  indispensable?  Reckoning 

60  beds 


* According  to  a calculation  made  by  Dr.  Harvey,  the  cost  of  a milk  diet  is  only  s\d.,  a low  diet, 

3d.,  and  a full  diet,  4d.,  at  the  contract  prices  of  the  South  Infirmary.  The  average  cost  of  one  diet 
was  about  5 d.  at  other  hospitals.  , . . j .. 

hospital  establishment,  containing  140  beds,  may  be  estimated  at 
Thus,— 


f The  annual  expense  of  i 
£.  1,800,  or  at  most  at  £.  2,000. 


r £.7. 


140  Patients,  (diet  5d.  a day, 

1 Porter  and  4 Nurses,  at  £.2 
Resident  Apothecary,  £.  80 ; Steward,  £.  65  ; Matron,  £.  50 
Medicines,  £.  100;  Coals  (100  tons),  &c.  £.75 
Soap,  Candles,  &c.  £.  50  ; Wine,  Grocery,  ixc.  £.  50 


Incidental  Expenses 
Total 


£.  s.  d. 

. 

1,064  11  s 

£.15  each  - 

190  - - 

- 

J95  - - 

... 

175  - - 

- 

1 1 00  “ - 

1,724  11  8 

' 8 4 

,....£. 

1,800  - - 
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<60  beds  to  the  South*  Infirmary  and  140  to  the  North  Infirmary,  what  are  200  beds  among 
a population  exceeding  100,000,  for  medical  and  surgical  cases,  and  casualties  of  all  sorts, 
•omitting  fever  cases,  wliich  are  sent  to  the  House  of  Recovery?  In  so  large  and  opulent 
a city,  considerable  aid  ought  to  be  derived  from  private  contribution.  The  feelings  of 
humanity  and  a due  and  enlightened  sense  of  what  is  owing  to  society,  must  ensure  the 
accomplishment  of  so  useful  an  object.  But  if  this  resource  prove  unavailing,  so  great  are 
the  exigencies  of  the  case,  that  it  should  be  done  at  the  public  expense,  and  a rate  levied 
upon  the  town  to  the  amount  required.  And  should  the  plan  of  establishing  district 
hospitals  be  adopted,  one  of  them  might  most  advantageously  be  placed  in  the  city  of  Cork, 
and  40  beds  appropriated  for  this  purpose  at  the  new  infirmary;  the  expense  of  which,  of 
course,  would  be  borne  by  the  county.  If  this  proposition  be  carried  into  effect  for  the  two 
Infirmaries,  and  the  Fever  Hospital  be  maintained  on  its  present  efficient  footing,  a great 
advance  will  be  made  in  this  place  towards  providing  effectual  medical  relief  for  the  sick 
poor ; and  it  may  be  further  increased  by  remodelling  the  Dispensary  with  branch  stations  in 
different  parts  of  the  city  and  the  suburbs,  so  as  to  comprise  the  separate  establishments  at 
Douglas  and  the  Strand  Road.  The  officers  of  the  Dispensary  may  thus  be  enabled  to 
transmit  into  the  Hospitals  cases  of  acute  and  severe  disease,  whether  medical  or  surgical,  or 
of  febrile  form,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  duly  reported.  But  at  present  there  is  no  co- 
operation or  understanding  between  the  charities,  and  much  mischief  arises,  together  with 
waste  of  means,  from  the  poor  attending  the  Infirmaries  and  Dispensary  all  at  the  same 
time,  taking  the  physic  given  at  each  upon  the  calculation,  that  if  one  be  good,  three  must 
be  better.  This  one  of  the  medical  gendemen  in  the  town  assured  me  was  a constant  practice. 

The  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum  is  intended  for  the  protection  and  treatment  of  the  destitute 
idiots  and  insane  of  the  county  and  city  of  Cork,  who  are  received  upon  the  certificate  of  two 
magistrates,  t It  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors  of  the  House  of  Industry,  but  with 
distinct  funds,  obtained  by  grand  Jury  presentments,  on  the  certificate  of  the  physician  (who 
is  the  chief  officer  of  the  establishment)  as  to  the  probable  amount  required.  The  expen- 
diture of  the  governors  is  controlled  by  the  grand  juries  at  each  assizes ; but  it  is  important 
to  add  that  tlje  single  clause  of  27  Geo.  3,  under  which  the  asylum  is  conducted,  provide.s 
no  mode  of  check  or  system  of  government,  although  it  gives  an  unlimited  power  of 
obtaining  money  on  presentment. 

The  asylum  consists  of  197  cells,  10  feet  by  6,  and  of  fifteen  other  sleeping  apartments 
from  f)0  feet  by  20,  to  14  feet  square,  with  eating  rooms  or  day-halls  for  each  ward.  It  con- 
tained 353  patients  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  177  being  males,  and  176  females.  It  was  stated 
that  an  excess  of  males  invariably  came  from  the  country,  and  of  females  from  the  city. 
The  annual  expenditure  upon  the  average  of  the  last  four  years  was  upwards  of  four  thousand 
pounds  (4,098/.).  J 

From  the  great  size  of  the  county  as  well  as  the  city,  and  the  indiscriminate  admission  of 
all  classes  of  the  insane,  the  pressure  of  cases  is  always  heavy,  and  the  number  constantly 
accumulating  in  the  house,  for  which  there  is  no  vent  but  death; — such  are  congenital  idiots 
and  confirmed  epileptics,  of  which  there  were  as  many  as  88,  and  other  incurable  cases  of 
the  like  kind.  Thus  the  institution  had  become  crowded  far  beyond  the  proper  means  of 
accommodation.  No  less  than  40  of  the  inmates  were  huddled  together  every  night  into  one 
apartment,  littered  down  with  straw,  a practice  which  had  led  to  the  most  disgustiuo-  conse- 
quences. In  the  yards  too  by  day  it  was  almost  impossible  to  preserve  order  and  quiet  in 
such  a promiscuous  assemblage  of  persons  in  every  stage  and  variety  of  lunacy.  Neither 
was  the  want  of  a proper  separation  the  chief  evil ; for  although  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
occupation  of  some  kind  or  other  is  of  the  very  first  importance  in  the  successful  treatment 
of  insanity,  yet  the  lunatics  were  left  in  general  with  little  or  nothing  to  do,  which  could 
serve  to  engage  their  attention.  Some  sat  moping  about  the  day-rooms  or  in  the  corners, 
disgusting,  drivelling  objects,  who  had  survived  the  loss  of  every  sense ; but  the  greater  part 
collected  in  the  open  yards,  mere  idle  spectators  of  the  follies  and  ravings,  which  w'ere  being 
enacted  before  them  by  chattering,  grinning  idiots,  or  their  more  turbulent  and  contumacious 
brethren,  who,  although  harmless  from  being  confined  in  strait  waistcoats,  would  still  be 
threatening  and  vociferating.  Thus  it  appeared  that  even  those  which  were  favourable  cases 
for  a cure,  were  placed  under  circumstances  which  could  not  but  militate  against  their  recovery 

To  the  present  physician,  however,  even  under  the  existing  arrangements,  imperfect  as  they 
unquestionably  are  (which  as  I have  remarked,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  excess  of  patients) 
the  establishment  is  nevertheless  much  indebted.  Before  his  appointment,  as  I was  informed, 
no  kind  of  classification  had  been  attempted : idiots  were  mixed  with  maniacs,  and  these 
with  convalescents,  to  their  mutual  torment  and  danger.  From  the  inadequacy  of  attend- 
ants, 80  patients  out  of  287  had  been  for  months  confined  to  their  cells,  many  of  them 
crippled  in  consequence,  and  male  keepers  were  in  charge  of  female  wards.  Through  his 
exertions  additional  wards  have  been  built,  and  an  hospital  for  invalids  was  being  erected  at 
the  time  of  my  visit.  A kind  of  fourfold  distribution  of  the  patients  had  also  been  effected,  and 
other  judicious  regulations  introduced  for  their  better  management  and  treatment.  The  keepers 
had  been  doubled  in  each  ward  and  yard,  by  which  excitement  was  abated  and  confine- 
ment 


In  the  South  Infirmary  there  is  at  present  accommodation  for  this  number,  and  it  might  be 
increased  even  to  loo,  at  a small  expense,  if  necessary. 

t A medical  certificate  is  not  required,  which  appears  to  be  a great  omission. 

J further  particulars  are  eiven  in  the  local  report. 
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merit  and  pereonal  restraint  dispensed  with  in  many  instances ; and  at  the  same  time  female 
delicacy  was  respected  and  preserved  by  the  exclusion  of  male  keepers  from  the  female 
wards.  Something  too  had  been  done  with  the  view  of  finding  employment  for  the  lunatic 
patients.  The  cooking,  washing,  and  the  needle-work  which  used  to  be  attended  to  in  the 
House  of  Industry,  are  now  performed  in  the  asylum,  together  with  the  painting,  gardening, 
scouring  and  cleaning ; and  the  lunatic  patients  are  in  some  cases  induced  to  work  by  pro- 
mising them  a small  gratuity,  to  be  laid  out  in  clothes  or  hoarded  for  them  for  the  season  of 
their  discharge,  to  supply  them  with  the  means  of  returning  to  the  distant  parts  of  the  exten- 
sive county.  In  addition,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  greatest  possible  cleanliness  was 
observable  in  the  cells,  wards  and  yards,  and  indeed  in  every  part  of  the  establishment. 

That  the  principles  of  forbearance  and  conciliation  direct  the  treatment  of  this  asylum,  may 
fairly  be  inferred  from  the  little  restraint  which  was  to  be  witnessed,  and  the  very  few  cases 
under  confinement.  One  case,  however,  I shall  particularly  allude  to,  as  a circumstance 
occurred  during  the  visit  of  the  assistant  commissioners  which  was  at  the  time  made  the 
ground  for  a report,  prejudicial  to  the  character  of  the  medicdl  and  other  officers  belonging 
to  the  establishment.  It  was  the  case  of  a maniac,  of  a hopeless  and  intractable  nature. 
Upon  going  to  his  cell  we  found  him  with  his  hands  tied  and  his  feet  secured  to  the  bed- 
stead, crouching  under  the  straw,  with  scarcely  any  clothes  about  him ; and  anxious  to 
ascertain  whether  he  had  been  crippled  or  injured  in  any  way  by  the  coercive  measures  which 
it  became  necessary  to  resort  to  from  the  violent  and  outrageous  bearing  of  the  patient,  we 
desired  that  his  handcuffs  should  be  removed,  but  the  keeper  was  unable  to  loose  them.  He 
succeeded,  however,  after  a time,  by  means  of  assistance  which  he  had  procured ; and  it 
was  then  fourid  that  the  difficulty  had  arisen  from  the  lock  being  stopped  up  with  plastering 
off  the  wall,  which  had  been  driven  in  by  the  maniac  striking  his  arms  against  the 
wall  of  the  cell,  as  he  was  constantly  doing.  When  released  I examined  him  with  care,  but 
did  not  detect  any  bruises  or  marks  of  violence  upon  the  wrists  or  other  parts  of  his  person. 
Understanding  likewise  that  he  had  been  visited  from  time  to  time  during  his  confinement, 
I did  not  consider  that  a case  had  been  made  out,  implying  a want  of  proper  attention  or 
humanity  on  the  part  of  the  attendants ; on  the  contrary,  I looked  upon  it  as  an  accident, 
which  might  have  occurred  in  any  asylum  however  well  regulated.* 

Some  idea  of  the  degree  of  success  obtained  by  the  physician,  since  his  appointment, 
may  be  gathered  from  his  reports,  printed  and  published  annually,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  average  annual  admissions  exceed  a hundred  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  that  those 
cured  or  so  relieved  as  to  be  removed  by  friends,  amount  to  two-thirds,  and  the  deaths  to 
one-fifth,  or  nearly  so,  of  the  whole  number.  But  even  if  this  be  a very  favourable  result, 
which  beyond  a doubt  it  is,  it  must  still  be  presumed  that  the  amount  of  success  would  be 
further  increased,  if  the  treatment  were  conducted  under  less  adverse  circumstances ; if  the 
institution  was  less  crowded,  employment  found  for  the  patients,  curables  and  incurables  less 
blended  together,  and  that  space  which  is  now  appropriated  to  the  safe  custody  of  incurable 
limatics,  was  more  usefully  employed  in  the  treatment  of  cases  in  which  the  probabilities  of 
recovery  still  exist. 

The  physician  enjoys  a salary  of  175 1. ; 100 1.  on  account  of  the  county,  and  75  Z.  for  the 
city  ; but  his  duties  are  onerous  ; in  fact  he  may  be  said  to  have  the  entire  charge  of  the 
establishment;  the  moral  governor,  as  he  is  called,  being  only  a subordinate  officer,  and 
the  surgeon  admitted  onW  when  his  particular  skill  is  required.  Whatever  of  success,  there- 
fore, there  may  be  (and  I have  shown  it  is  not  a little,  due  consideration  being  bad  to  all  the 
circumstances),  is  fairly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  ability,  attention  and  method  of  cure  of  the 
superintending  physician.  How  far  it  may  he  requisite  for  him  to  undertake  the  financial 
and  general,  as  well  as  the  medical  management  of  the  asylum,  I do  not  pretend  to  say  ; but 
there  can  be  no  error  in  placing  a professional  gentleman  of  liberal  education  at  the  head  of 
the  affairs  of  such  an  establishment,  in  confonnity  with  “ the  principle,  which  has  of  late  been, 
fully  acknowledged  in  the  treatment  of  mental  alienation,  that  in  all  attempts  to  benefit  and 
cure  insane  persons,  they  should  be  assigned  to  the  care  of  the  physician,  and  treated  in  all 
respects  with  an  egiecial  regard  to  cerebral  disease.” 

In  conclusion,  I may  observe  that  the  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum  was  the  only  establishment 
of  the  kind  which  it  came  within  the  scope  of  my  instructions  to  visit.  I cannot,  therefore, 
offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  converting  it  into  a district  lunatic  asylum.  For 
information  in  regard  to  the  new  district  asylums,  I beg  to  refer  to  the  joint  report  of  my 
“ colldborateurs,”  the  late  Sir  David  Barry  and  Dr.  Corrie. 


Having  thus  completed  ray  account  of  the  different  medical  institutions  which  came  under 
my  observation,  having  noticed  their  constitution,  management  and  control,  their  practical 
operation,  and  the  defects  and  abuses  to  which  they  are  severally  liable,  I might  at  once 
bring  my  Report  to  a close,  as  having  satisfied  the  points  of  inquiry  to  which  I was  especially 
directed.  But  having  been  at  some  pains  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  poorest  classes,  by  personal  inspection,  and  having  with  this  intention  visited 
the  sick  and  indigent  at  their  own  dwellings,  in  company  with  the  medical  and  other  gen- 
tlemen who  attended  at  our  examinations,  I shall  better,  I tbink,  attain  the  object  proposed 

to 


* The  poor  maniac,  of  whom  I have  spoken,  was  carried  off  soon  after  by  a diarrbrea.  In  conse- 
quence of  his  death,  and  statements  reported  to  have  been  made  about  him,  the  Lunatic  Committee 
instituted  a full  inquiry  into  his  case,  taking  the  testimony  of  the  different  persons  concerned  in  the 
management  of  the  asylum;  the  perusal  of  which  cannot  fail  to  remove  any  unfavourable  impression, 
if,  indeed,  such  a feeling  should  anywhere  exist,  after  the  explanation  already  given. 
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to  me  by  the  Board,  if,  before  I conclude,  I allude  briefly  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  districts 
which  I traversed,  and  the  amount,  as  well  as  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  diseases  which 
were  prevalent ; for  the  proper  and  effectual  treatment  of  which  the  medical  institutions 
have  been  established.  But  so  much  has  already  been  laid  before  the  public,  in  reference 
to  these  matters,  through  the  labours  of  commissions,  through  Parliamentary  investigations, 
and  various  official  documents  and  returns,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into  lengthened 
details ; and  fm-ther,  I have  already  adverted  to  them  in  the  first  part  of  my  Report,  under 
some  of  the  heads  into  which  the  subject  of  the  dispensaries  is  divided. 

It  cannot  be  a question  with  those  who  are  at  all  conversant  with  the  description  of  hos- 
pital patients,  such  as  they  are  met  with  in  the  two  countries,  that  there  is  not  only  a greater 
amount  of  disease,  but  that  it  is  of  a more  aggravated  and  malignaut  character  in  Ireland, 
generally  speaking,  than  in  England,  in  Dublin  than  in  London;  and  the  cause  must 
Be  as  evident  to  an  unprejudiced  observer  as  the  fact  itself.  It  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
greater  destitution  and  disriess  of  the  Irish  than  the  English  people,  to  their  being  worse 
lodged,  clothed  and  fed,  and  the  more  general  and  excessive  use  amongst  them  of  spirituous 
liquors.  To  point,  as  some  persons  are  wont  to  do,  to  a few  sturdy  and  robust  individuals, 
whose  stamina  and  natural  powers  have  been  proof  against  the  debilitating  circumstances  of 
their  condition,  and  to  argue  thence  for  the  general  excellence  of  their  physical  state,  for 
the  wholesomeness  of  their  food,  and  in  favour  of  their  mode  of  life  and  habits,  is  to  make 
the  exception  the  rule.  Those  who  have  really  mixed  with  the  lowest  classes  in  Ireland, 
whetlier  in  town  or  country,  know  full  well  how  much  more  frequent  are  wan  and  haggard 
countenances,  shattered  constitutions,  and  the  signs  of  a premature  old  age ; and  will  recol- 
lect how  often  they  have  turned  in  pity  and  disgust  from  the  painful  and  sickening  scenes 
presented  to  them  by  squalid  human  objects,  disfigured  by  disease,  or  a complication  of 
abject  penury  and  disease. 

In  the  rural  districts,  and  in  the  outskirts  of  towns,  the  poor  Irish  live  in  huts  or  cabins  of 
mud  or  loose  stones.  Each  hut  consists  of  but  a single  apartment,  and  nothing  is  to  be 
seen  within  but  a pot  to  boil  potatoes  w'ith,  and  a truss  or  wad  of  dirty  straw,  and  some 
rags  for  a coverlid,  under  which  the  different  members  of  the  family  creep  at  night,  herding 
together  for  the  sake  of  animal  warmth,  and  often  in  a state  approaching  to  nudity.  The  straw 
is  not  changed  for  six  months  together,  although  a few  pence  would  purchase  enough  for  a bed. 
Sometimes  a table  or  a couple  of  stools  maybe  seen,  and  a dresser  with  some  crockery  ware, 
but  these  and  other  common  articles  of  furniture  are  for  the  most  part  wanting.  The  pig  is 
invariably  found  in  the  same  apartment ; he  has  his  comer  assigned  to  him,  and  is  considered 
to  have  the  best  right  to  be  accommodated,  as  he  furnishes  the  means  of  paying  the  rent. 
The  muck-heap,  next  to  the  pig,  is  an  object  of  especial  care.  The  children  are  employed  in 
scraping  up  dung  off  the  roads  and  collecting  materials  of  filth  and  ordure  from  all  parts. 
Unless  they  can  accumulate  sufficient  manure  for  the  patch  of  potato  ground,  the  crop,  or  in 
other  words  the  very  means  of  subsistence,  would  fail.  A lane  or  alley  is  made  up  of  rows 
of  cabins  of  this  kind,  each  cabin  having  its  dung-heap  treasured  up  under  the  window,  if 
there  be  one,  or  by  the  door,  with  its  constant  accompaniment  of  a pool  of  stagnant  water, 
each  cabin  being  occupied  by  one  or  two  families,  with  from  four  to  six  individuals  in  each 
femily,  so  that  the  lanes  are  floating  in  filth,  stopped  up  with  rubbish,  poisoned  with 
noxious  effluvia,  and  at  the  same  time  swarming  with  inhabitants.  If  the  poor  dwell  in 
houses  instead  of  hovels,  it  is  surprising  how  many  a house  is  made  to  contain.  Partitions 
are  run  across  each  room  for  the  accommodation  of  two  or  more  families.  The  landlord 
never  repairs,  but  leaves  the  houses  to  crumble  about  the  heads  of  the  tenants.  The  rent  is 
about  12d.  a week  for  a whole  room,  or  8d.  for  half,  so  that  a small  house  of  four  or  six 
rooms  will  bring  in  a yearly  rent  of  12  Z.  or  1 6 1. 

When  visiting  these  cabins  I have  found  the  inmates  so  destitute  of  clothes  that  they  were 
unable  to  leave  their  homes,  and  they  had  often  pai-ted  with  everything,  even  to  the  rags 
upon  their  backs.  The  Catholic  clergymen  told  me  it  was  a common  thing  for  them  to  stop 
away  from  chapel  for  want  of  clothes.  I recollect  upon  going  to  visit  a sick  patient  with  tlie 
medical  attendant  to  the  dispensaiy  at  Athlone  (Westmeath  side),  that  I saw  a grown-up 
girl  skulking  in  the  corner  of  the  cabin,  who  was  ashamed  to  be  seen,  and  unable  to  go  out 
in  search  of  employment,  because  she  had  no  decent  clothes  to  put  on.  But  it  would  be 
impossible  to  enumerate  the  various  instances  of  utter  destitution  and  distress  of  this  kind 
which  came  before  me.  Those  alone  which  I'  saw  at  Cork  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
O’Connor  would  suffice  to  fill  a volume,  and  the  picture  of  extreme  miseiy  bore  tlie  same 
revolting  character,  although  it  might  be  shadowed  out  a little  more  darkly  in  one  jilace, 
than  in  another,  whetlier  in  Bantry  or  Kinsale,  Kenmare  or  Killaniey,  Strokestown,  or  else- 
where in  the  three  counties  where  I went  in  the  course  of  my  inquiry. 

To  the  want  of  clothing  and  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  it  was  usual  for  medical  men  to 
refer  the  great  prevalence  of  pulmonary  affections.  Coughs,  colds,  rheumatic  pains,  together 
with  consumptions  in  those  who  were  predisposed  by  constitutional  taint  or  the  combining 
influence  of  impoverished  food,  were  caught  by  lying  on  the  damp  straw  or  the  earth  floor, 
broken  up  and  holding  pools  of  water.  Bowel  and  stomach  complaints,  and  innumerable 
cases  of  a dyspeptic  form,  were  ascribed  to  the  potato  diet,  or  rather  to  the  poor  partaking  of 
the  potato  when  unfit  for  use,  either  from  decay  or  its  being  unripe  or  imperfectly  cooked. 
The  coarsest  kind  of  potato,  called  a “ lumper,”  is  preferred  from  its  producing  a more  exu- 
berant crop  and  its  much  larger  size.  It  is  eaten  when  only  parboiled,  as  it  goes  further  in 
this  state  ; it  sits  heavier  upon  the  stomach,  and  prevents  a feeling  of  inanition  for  a longer 
time.  In  most  places  it  forms  the  only  kind  of  food  for  the  poor,  who  eat  it  dry  morning, 
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" noon  and  nio-iit,  if  they  can  afford  three  meals  a day,  or  at  best  with  the  addition  of  a little- 

MedicL  Relief,  milk  or  the  variety  of  a salt  herring.  Wheaten  bread,  an  egg,  or  piece  of  bacon  are  luxuries 

they  never  think  of.  Although  it  did  not  seem  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  medical  men 

W.P.  Borrett.esq.M.B.  that  the  constant  use  of  any  one  article  of  food,  if  wholesome,  would  of  itself  be  productive 

of  disease,  still  they  were  agreed  that  the  potato  diet,  for  the  reasons  just  stated,  must  be  more 

or  less  injurious  to  the  general  health.  The  food  too  given  to  children  is  by  no  meps 
adapted  to  their  tender  age.  Infants  of  12  months  old  are  often  fed  upon  fish  m maritime 
towns,  and  it  is  a common  practice  with  the  wretched  mother  to  sustain  her  offspring  by 
transferring  to  it  the  morsel  of  potato  which  she  has  first  prepared  by  masticating  it  herself. 
Such  digestible  substances  as  barley,  oatmeal  and  rice,  are  scarcely  attainable  on  account  of 
their  cost,  trifling  as  it  is.  The  season  of  tlie  year  at  which  the  poor  are  particularly  driveii 
to  subsist  upon  bad  food  is  in  the  interval  between  the  consumption  of  the  old  stock  of 
potatoes  and  the  coming  in  of  the  new  crop;  and'upon  referring  to  the  dispensary  books  it 
will  be  found  that  there  is  an  increase  of  gastric  and  enteritic  affections,  of  pyrosis,  (iiarrhcea, 
dysentery,  &c.  during  these  months.  It  is  precisely  at  this  period,  too,  that  fever  is  apt  to 
prevail.  The  existence  of  fever  in  a greater  or  less  degree  may  be  taken  as  a criterion  of  the 
^verty  of  the  people,  especially  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  food. 

The  scarcity  at  this  time  may  be  so  great  that  the  poorer  classes  are  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  weeds  or  to  shell  fish  or  what  else  they  can  collect  along  the  shore  for  sustenance.  A 
yellowweed,  known  by  the  name  of  “ Prassick  ” and  found  everywhere  growing  among  the  corn, 
was  pointed  out  to  me  as  affording  a common  means  of  support.  During  the  months  of  last 
June  and  July  there  was  a great  dearth  of  agricultural  employment,  and  so  much  destitution 
in  consequence  that  many  persons  actually  perished  from  warit.  The  tmth  of  this  statement 
was  attested  in  particular  by  the  medical  attendant  of  tlie  Dispensary  at  Kildovrery,  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman  of  the  same  place,  and  the  gentlemen  present  at  the  examina- 
tion. “ It  was  not,”  they  remarked,  “ from  the  scarcity  of  potatoes,  and  their  consequent 
high  price,  that  this  took  place,  for  potatoes  were  selling  at  6 d.  per  weight  of  21  pounds 
during  the  whole  time,  but  solely  and  entirely  from  the  utter  inability  on  the  part  of  the 
poor  to  buy  them  at  all.”  “Tf  potatoes,”  they  continued,  “ had  been  only  2 tf.  or  ?.d.  per 
weight,  they  would  have  been  alike  beyond  their  means.  It  was  no  uncommon  occurrence 
at  the  time  for  labourers  to  work  merely  for  their  daily  food,  and  while  they  were  receiving 
it  at  the  fanner’s  houses  their  wives  and  families  went  entirely  unprovided  for.  Nor  was  this 
state  of  distress  confined  to  the  labouring  classes  alone  j several  instances  occuried  where 
o-entlemen  became  security  to  millers  for  sacks  of  flour  in  favour  of  respectable  farmers  who 
were  unable  to  purchase  themselves.  No  relief  was  obtained  from  Government,  and.  the  only 
aid  which  the  poor  received  consisted  of  about  15 1.  collected  at  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel, 
and  laid  out  in  purchasing  meal,  which  was  distributed  daily  to  some  hundred  individuals. 
The  parish  priest  stated  that  Government  advanced  some  money  to  one  or  two  of  the 
neighbouring  parishes,  but  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  circumstance  at  the  time,  other- 
wise he  would  have  made  application  on  behalf  of  his  own  flock.  Before  quitting  Kildorrery 
I went  with  the  medical  officer  to  see  a poor  woman  who  had  been  recently  delivered  of 
twins.  I found  her  in  a wretched  hovel  and  in  a state  of  utter  destitution,  as  she  had 
been  obliged  to  dispose  of  her  crop  of  growing  potatoes  during  the  prevalence  of  the  distress, 
which  has  been  detailed  above.  “ Her  husband,”  she  said,  “ was  out  at  work,  but  received 
no  pay  for  his  labour,  as  he  was  only  employed  to  work  out  some  assistance  which  had 
been  rendered  to  him  at  the  time  of  the  genera"!  pressure.” 

Subject  to  a periodically  occurring  scarcity,  and  wretchedly  fed  at  other  times ; exposed  to 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  climate,  to  wet  and  cold ; to  the  pernicious  influences  of  bad  habita- 
tion and  clothins;  exhausted  by  task-work  or  toil  undergone  for  a stipulated  wage,  or 
desponding  for  want  of  employment ; distressed  by  so  many  combining  causes  of  a moral 
and  physical  kind,  constantly  Iwarring  against  their  health  and  predisposed  by  their  debili- 
tated state; where  is  the  wonder  that  the  Irish  poor  are  peculiarly  liable  to  disease  ; that 

fever,  dysentery  and  other  contingently  contagious  complaints  become  rife  at  particular 
seasons,  and  spread  with  a frightful  violence  through  entire  districts,  sw'eeping  off  the  inha- 
bitants by  large  numbers  at  a time  ? In  1817  it  appears  from  a report  published  upon  the 
subject  of  the  contagion,  that,  upon  a moderate  calculation,  one  million  and  a half  of  persons 
suffered  from  fever,  and  of  this  number  at  least  66,000  died.  Although  since  that  time  there 
has  been  no  epidemic  attack,  still  cases  of  fever  have  constantly  occurred.  I saw  several  of 
a bad  typhoid  form  when  I visited  the  fever  hospitals  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1834. 
Of  late  years  the  ravages  of  a contagious  fever  had  been  superseded  by  the  terrible  scourge 
of  cholera,  which  seemed  to  have  the  power  of  converting  other  forms  of  disease  to  its  own 
type.  It  was  observed  by  medical  men  that  fevers  and  other  complaints  had  materially 
declined  since  this  epidemic  appeared.  It  ravaged  Ireland  in  1832,  1833  and  1834,  and 
attacked  several  places  twice,  and  a few  even  three  times,  as  Banlry,  Tralee,  &c.  In  general, 
through  the  active  interposition  of  the  better  classes  on  behalf  of  the  sick  poor — whether  as 
an  act  of  charity  or  of  self-defence,  it  matters  not — through  the  adoption  of  proper  pre- 
' cautionary  means,  a check  was  put  to  the  progress  of  the  pestilence,  and  the  proportionate 

number  of  deaths  did  not  exceed  those  which  occurred  in  other  countries  afflicted  by  the 
same  visitation,  although  from  the  more  wretched  condition  of  the  people  a greater  mortality 
was  to  be  feared.  Those  who  were  better  oft' exerted  themselves  to  meet  the  public  calamity, 
and  administered  the  money  which  was  raised  by  public  subscription  and  advanced  by  the 
Government  in  the  best  possible  way.  Streets  were  swept,  manure  and  filth  removed,  lime 
thrown  into  the  sewers,  cabins  whitewashed  and  supplied  with  clean  straw,  clothes  and 

bedding 
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bedding  fumigated,  hospital  accommodation  provided,  and  the  services  of  medical  men  Report  on 
secured.  A perfect  confidence  prevailed  among  all  classes,  and  none  of  the  sick  refused  to  Medical  Relief. 

enter  the  hospitals,  with  the  exception  of  a few  places  only  where  some  disturbances  occurred  

at  the  first  outbreaking  of  the  disease,  as  at  Athlone,  &c.  ' ’ ” 

But  the  above  wise  and  humane  regulations  were  not  always  carried  into  effect- 
Through  their  entire  neglect  at  Strokestown,  upon  the  second  irruption  of  the  cholem,  the 
worst  consequences  ensued.  At  the  examination  held  by  the  assistant  commissioners  in 
that  place,  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary,  the  names  of  as  many  as  sixty  persons 
or  more  who  fell  victims  to  the  cholera  were  given  in,  and  a melancholy  description  furnished 
by  those  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  the  ravages  of  the  pestilence,  and  of  the  utter  abandon- 
ment and  distress  of  the  people.  The  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  stated  that  he  went  about 
from  house  to  house  attended  by  one  or  two  of  the  gentlemen  present  at  the  examination,  to 
try  to  collect  a few  shillings  to  pay  for  nurse---tenders  and  coffins.  He  found  the  doors ’of 
the  dwellings  of  the  poor  in  many  instances  open,  and  the  wretched  inmates  lying  about  the 
apartment,  Til  and  unable  to  help  themselves,  and  so  crowded  together  that  he  was  obliged  to 
step  over  them  in  ordei-  to  get  to  the  side  of  those  who  stood  most  in  need  of  his  services. 

There  was  no  one  to  be  found  to  render  any  assistance,  or  even  to  remove  the  dead.  Those 
who  were  well  off  had  fled  at  the  first  report  of  the  return  of  the  disease,  and  for  several 
weeks  the  place  was  deserted  ; no  markets  were  held,  no  business  transacted  of  any  kind. 

On  the  first  visitation  of  the  cholera  the  usual  means  were  had  recourse  to  to  meet  the 
calamity  ; but  nothing  was  done  the  second  time.  No  board  of  health  was  appointed,  no 
medical  men  engaged,  no  money  raised  by  subscription,  and  even  the  house  was  withheld 
which  had  seiwed  as  an  hospital  before,  although  30  L had  been  expended  out  of  the  general 
fund  belonging  to  the  town,  in  raising  it  one  story,  roofing  it  with  slate  and  putting  it  in 
complete  repair.  It  was  therefore  considered  a hardship,  and  indeed  unjust,  that  the  use  of 
this  house  should  not  have  been  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  recurrence  of  the 
disease,  or  at  least  that  some  other  was  not  offered  in  lieu  of  it.  It  may  be  added,  that 
the  whole  town  and  neighbourhood  belong  to  a nobleman  who  is  an  absentee  for  ten  months 
out  of  the  twelve,  and  that  no  information  could  be  obtained  of  the  agent,  either  in  regard  to 
the  grievance  just  cited,  or  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  to  which  he  was  treasurer,  since  he 
declined  forming  one  of  the  meeting,  upon  the  ground  that  he  did  not  see  what  good  would 
result  from  the  inquuy. 

The  demoralizing  tendency  of  dram-drinking,  and  the  hideous  amount  of  poverty  and  Use  and  afaup  of 
disease  which  the  habitual  indulgence  of  tliis  vile  passion  has  produced  among  the  lower  Spirituous  Liquors, 
classes,  are  too  well  known  to  need  additional  notice  or  confirmation ; yet  it  is  an  evil  of 
such  a magnitude,  that  it  cannot  be  passed  over  in  any  inquiry  relating  to  the  moral  or 
physical  condition  of  the  Irish  Poor. 

Owing  to  the  great  cheapness  of  whisky,  and  the  extraordinary  fecilities  and  encourage- 
ment which  are  given  to  its  sale,  its  use  even  to  excess  has  become  universal,  and  almost 
attained  to  a maximum  consumption,  having  reference  to  the  amount  of  population.  In  a 
few  places  perhaps  its  use  had  declined ; a fact  to  be  rather  ascribed  to  the  actual  inability 
of  the  people  to  purchase  it,  than  to  the  operation  of  habits  of  sobriety  and  the  influence  of 
any  moral  principle.  In  general,  however  great  the  distress  of  the  poor,  they  contrive  to 
find  means  for  the  gratification  of  this  favourite  passion.  Misfortune  seldom  fails  to  make 
the  sufferer  a drunkard,  even  if  he  happen  not  to  be  already  addicted  to  spirituous  drinking. 

The  small  farmer,  who,  if  his  own  statement  can  be  believed,  is  unable  for  want  of  capital  to 
till  his  land  to  the  most  advantage,  never  concludes  a bargain  except  over  drink,  and  rarely 
leaves  the  market  sober.  Tlie  mechanic,  while  he  deplores  that  he  has  no  means  to 
purchase  tools,  gets  the  more  intemperate  the  less  he  earns  j and  the  labourer  who  goes 
without  the  common  necessaries  of  life  and  is  covered  with  rags,  consumes  his  fair-days, 
holidays  and  Sundays  in  drink.  Perhaps  fishermen  are  the  most  improvident  of  all  classes, 
their  occupation  being  a kind  of  lottery,  and  their  gains  - most  precariously  and  irregularly 
made.  They  receive  a portion  of  the  sales  of  the  fish  they  catch  in  lieu  of  wages,  and  these- 
they  expend  in  whisky,  making  no  reservation  against  the  future.  At  sea  they  drink  to 
keep  out  wet  and  cold,  and  on  shore  they  plead  as  an  excuse  for  drinking  the  hardships 
they  undergo,  in  being  exposed  nights  and  days  in  open  boats  at  sea.  Sunday  being  a day 
for  recreation  and  rest,  it  is  the  chosen  time  for  tippling.  The  laws  for  shutting  up  public 
houses  are  not  enforced,  nor  is  it  usual  with  magistrates  to  fine  or  punish  for  drunkenness. 

In  towns,  where  they  still  commit  for  this  offence,  the  gaols  are  crowded.  The  mode  of 
licensine  public-houses,  by  which  they  have  been  prodigiously  multiplied  of  late  years,  as 
well  as  the  exceeding  cheapness  of  whiskey,  must  contribute  to  its  inordinate  consumption. 

A spirit  license,  which  used  to  cost  25/.  and  was  afterwards  reduced  to  13/.,  may  now  be 
obtained  for  2/.  10s.  on  a 10/.  house,  and  application  may  be  made  at  anytown  where  petty 
sessions  are  held  ; the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  open  the  most  wretched  and  fulsome 
abodes  for  the  sale  of  spirit.  Tliese  abodes  become  the  haunts  of  persons  of  the  lowest 
description  and  the  worst  of  characters.  The  maintenance  of  so  many  dram-shops  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  ejected  and  broken-down  farmers,  who,  unable  to  turn  their  time  and  labour  to 
better  account,  dispose  of  whatever  is  left  to  them  in  the  purchase  of  a stock  of  whisky, 
trusting  for  a market  to  country  acquaintances  and  friends. 

Various  restrictions  and  regulations  have  been  suggested  to  me  with  the  view  of  limiting  the 
sale  of  whisky.  Its  sale  in  grocery  shops  was  particularly  objected  to,  as,  by  being  removed 
from  the  fear  of  detection,  female  servants  who  are  sent  to  these  shops  become  initiated  into  the 
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habit  of  drinking  spirits.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  tea  and  coffee  was  also  recommended,  as 
well  as  the  introduction  of  a wholesome  cheap  malt  liquor,  a change  which  had  indeed  been 
effected  with  success  in  a few  places.  But  although  it  was  felt  that  the  substitution  of  beer  for 
ardent  spirits  would  conduce  materially  to  the  improvement  of  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
labouring  classes,  it  had  not  been  generally  attempted,  or  it  had  fallen  into  disuse  upon  the 
vague  s^position  that  it  tended  to  disi^ee  with  the  ordinary  potato  diet  of  the  people.  The 
plea  was,  that  potatoes  required  a more  stimulating  beverage,  and  whisky,  if  taken  in  mode- 
ration, is  useful  in  rousing  the  stomach  and  promoting  digestion.  The  damp  state  of  the  cli- 
mate was  another  equally  erroneous  excuse  for  preferring  spirituous  drink  to  malt  liquor; 
and  generally  the  poor  have  recourse  to  whisky  as  a medicine  in  case  of  illness,  and  it  is 
very  difficult  to  persuade  them  of  the  mischief  of  such  a practice.  It  is  only  the  bad  liquor,  in 
their  opinion,  which  can  do  harm*.  By  bad  liquor  is  meant  the  adulteration  of  whisky  with 
deleterious  substances,  of  which  I was  told  a remarkable  instance  at  Athlone  in  the  case  of  a 
boy,  the  son  of  a publican,  who  was  destroyed  by  vitriol,  which  he  had  got  at  m the  absence 
of  his  father.  The  publican  acknowledged  he  kept  it  in  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  mixing 
with  the  whisky.  . . 

It  is  the  common  custom  for  a man  to  take  his  “ Morning,  as  it  is  termed,  or  glass  of 
whiskey,  before  he  goes  to  his  daily  labour.  He  feels  disinclined,  and  indeed  unfit,  to  work 
till  he  has  removed  the  vapidness  and  yearning  of  his  stomach  by  a spirituous  potation. 
The  stimulus  passing  off  after  a while,  recourse  is  had  to  a second  and  a third  dram,  to  ap- 
pease the  sensation  of  craving,  which  is  as  constantly  returning.  In  this  way  it  is  not  long 
before  the  brain  is  made  to  feel  the  intoxicating  effects  of  the  spirit  which  has  been  imbibed 
in  an  empty  state  of  the  stomach,  and  a delirious  excitement  is  produced.  The  constitu- 
tional susceptibility  to  this  species  of  delirium  is  increased  by  the  frequent  habit  of  exciting 
it,  and  becoming  at  length  confirmed,  the  patient  is  affected  with  a peculiar  disease,  which  I 
cannot  so  well  describe  as  by  quoting  the  words  of  a surgeon  of  Dublin,  through  whose 
kindness  I learned  many  interesting  facts  relating  to  this  particular  form  of  disease,  and 
other  effects  which  he  had  observed  produced  by  whisky  upon  the  general  health  and  con- 
stitution of  the  poor  of  that  city.  • , , 

“ Some  abstain  from  whisky  for  months  together,  and  dunng  this  period  they  make  a 
great  sacrifice  of  comfort,  and  suffer  the  greatest  privation  in  their  own  minds.  They  com- 
pensate themselves  at  the  end  of  the  fixed  time  by  dnnkmg  for  several  days  successively,  or, 
as  they  say  themselves,  successfully.  They  thus  produce  a peculiar  state  of  constitution, 
which  makes  them  a prey  to  a species  of  delirium  or  fever,  which  in  this  country  is  well 
known  by  the  name  of  whisky  fever.  This  is  characterized  by  the  greatest  vivacity  of  mind 
and  disposition.  The  patient  sings  and  talks  the  whole  day  and  night  without  intermission, 
says  the  most  amusing  things,  betrays  every  secret  he  has,  imagmes  he  is  riding  or  driving 
through  the  countiy,  that  he  is  pursued,  or  pursuing  some  ideal  object.  This  state  will  last 
two  or  three  days,  during  which  the  patient  neither  eats  nor  sleeps  ; he  suffers  no  pain,  even 
when  he  has  met  with  an  accident,  such  as  broken  ribs ; he  will,  regardless  of  any  species  of 
motion,  (which,  when  free  from  this  peculiar  state,  would  cause  him  pam,  as  if  he  were 
stabbed  with  a poio-nard)— he  will  persevere  in  loud  singing  and  vociferations  ; even  when  the 
subject  of  a compound  fracture,  he  will  get  up  and  stagger  across  tlie  ward  while  the  broken 
leg  is  dano-ling  about.  At  the  end  of  two  or  three  days  it  is  usual  for  him  to  fall  into  a deep 
sleep,  which  lasts  for  1 2, 1 6 or  20  hours,  and  then  to  awake  well,  but  very  weak.  During  the 
whole  progress  of  this  case,  real  debility,  but  apparent  strength,  characterise  the  complaint. 
There  are  nervous  tremblings  all  over,  cold  clammy  perspirations,  and  weak  pulse.  Whisky 
punch  and  opium,  in  various  forms,  are  the  proper  remedies.  A large  bleedmg  had  recourse 
to,  so  as  to  induce  fainting,  has  in  sundry  cases  produced  death.  The  disease  m general  is 
got  under  for  a time,  and  again  recurs ; sometimes,  instead  of  sleep,  after  the  excitement,  as 
described  above,  has  continued  more  or  less  time,  the  case  terminates  m convulsions,  coma 
and  death.  /.  i t • n j 

“ This  nervous  delirium,  or  whisky  fever,  as  we  call  it,  is  not  confined  to  us.  It  is  called 
Vinomania’  in  France,  and  known  by  the  name  of  ‘ Delirium  Tremens’  in  other  countries. 
Sometimes  it  is  induced  by  a wound  or  accident  of  some  kind,  but  it  very  frequently  comes 
on  without  such  an  exciting  cause.  What  we  term  the  predisposing  cause  is  an  habitual 
indulgence  to  excess  in  ardent  spirits.  Men  are  generaUy  the  subjects  of  it,  more  raiuly 
women  ; but  even  children  are  liable  to  it.  I have  been  assured  by  one  medical  friend,  that 
he  has  seen  a child  under  ten  years  old  affected  by  it. 

“ The  effects  of  whisky  on  the  idle  seem  very  fatal ; the  working  man  bears  a large 
quantity  better.  I have  frequently  known  very  laborious,  yet  whisky-drinking  men,  earn 
by  hon^t  industry  some  little  capital,  and  by  such  means  become  enabled  to  set  up  in 
business  for  themselves ; and  now,  continuing  their  former  habit  of  drinking,  while  they 
cease  to  work  as  they  were  wont,  they  soon  fall  into  ill  health ; lose  all  appetite  for  every 
thing  else  and  live  on  whisky  alone.  They  usually  die  of  diseased  liver,  consumption, 
or  vfhiskv  fever.  The  small  shrivelled-up  hardened  liver,  called  the  schirrous  liver,  or  whisky 


• In  proof  of  this  I may  State  what  occurred  to  a medical  officer  at  one  of  the  Dublin  hospitals- 
While  dissuading  some  persons  from  dram-drinking  over  the  body  of  one  of  their  friends  who  had  fallen 
a victim  to  the  cholera,  he  was  interrupted  in  the  midst  of  his  exhortation  by  an  old  woman  exclaiming, 
‘ There,  don't  be  blaming  the  whiskey ; why  sure  it’s  the  bad  liquor  that  is  doing  it.”  The  cry  was 
caught  up,  and  it  was  quite  vain  for  him  to  attempt  to  say  another  syllable.  It  became  a very  general 
notion  that  whisky,  so  lar  from  being  provocative  of  the  cholera,  was  the  best  preservative  against  it, 
and  drunkenness  was  never  more  prevalent  than  during  the  time  the  pestilence  was  raging. 
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liver,  is  generally  found  associated  with  dropsy.  Organic  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  liver 
are  the  well-known  consequences  of  dram-drirlking  in  all  countries. 

“ Immediate  death  is  sometimes  the  consequence  of  a large  potation  at  once  of  whisky. 
Such  cases  as  the  following  have  been  admitted  into  Jervis-street  Hospital.  A man  gets 
astride  on  a barrel  j say  at  the  Custom-house  stores  or  docks,  and  by  means  of  a straw 
inserted  into  the  cask,  sucks  up  whisky  in  such  a quantity,  that  he  falls  down  intoxicated, 
and  soon  becomes  perfectly  insensible,  quite  in  an  apopletic  state.  If  the  tube  of  the  stomach 
pump  be  speedily  introduced,  and  the  whisky  drawn  off,  and  aperient  medicin^  sent  dovm 
vrithout  withdrawing  the  tube,  the  patient  recovers  his  consciousness  and  rallies,  if  his  case 
be  judiciously  manned.  Frequently,  however,  such  patients  die,  either  from  die  want  of 
due  care,  or  expeditious  means  being  resorted  to,  to  get  rid  of  the  whisky. 

“ By  far  the  greater  number  of  accidents  admitted  into  Jervis-street  Hospital  are  either 
directly  or  indirectly  the  effects  of  whisky-drinking.  Drunken  broils,  domestic  quarrels,  while 
under  the  influence  of  spirituous  liquors,  ai’e  so  frequent  as  scarcely  to  be  worth  mentioning. 
On  Monday  morning,  at  the  Dispensary,  women  very  commonly  attend  with  cut  heads, 
bruised  faces,  eyes  encircled  with  black  blood  marks.  A very  common  accompaniment  to 
these  are  broken  ribs.  They  are  blooded,  bandaged,  and  get  some  medicine,  and  return 
to  their  families,  forgiving  their  husbands,  at  whose  hands,  in  general,  they  have  received 
the  injury.  If  the  hvsbands  tcere  dmnk,  they  consider  it  an  apology.  Occasionally  the 
women  themselves  are  in  fault,  and  men  come  to  complain  of  having  been  beaten  by  their 
.wives  or  other  women.  Injuries,  however,  of  a much  more  serious  nature,  which  have  been 
caused  by  dmnken  quarrels,  are  frequently  taken  into  the  hospital.  Thus  there  have  been 
four  cases  of  fatal  stabbing  within  a short  period.  One  of  these,  a wife  stabbed  her 
husband  (by  whom  she  had  four  children)  in  the  abdomen,  with  a knife.  The  intestines 
protruded,  and  although  the  best  advice  was  immediately  procured,  the  wounded  man  died 
of  inflammation.  In  another  case,  two  brothers  grown  up,  and  nearly  of  the  same  age, 
after  drinking  six  days  together,  finished  by  quarrelling.  One  stabbed  the  other  in  the 
stomach  • he  vomited  blood  and  died  in  two  days,  although  the  best  attendance  was  given 
him.  Besides  these  cases,  there  have  been  others  of  a fatal  character  from  rapture  of  the 
intestines  and  bladder.  They  commonly  occur  in  drunken  broils,  ending  in  a wrestling  or 
boxing  match  between  two  of  the  party,  when  on  falling,  the  knee  or  elbow  of  the  one  does 
the  injury  which  proves  fatal  to  rae  other.  I may  add,  that  during  all  holiday  times,  and 
about  Cmistmas,  the  time  of  the  fairs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  the  resident 
apothecary  must  be  on  the  alert,  and  have  his  means  in  readiness  for  all  accidents,  as 
mihtary  surgeons  make  ready  upon  the  eve  of  a battle.” 


Wm.  Penrice  Borrett,  M.  d. 


Report  on 
Medical  Relief. 

W.P.Borrelt.esq.st.t, 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[ 64  ] 


LOCAL  REPORTS  - - - - p.  i 

SUPPLEMENT,  Part  I. p.  [i 

SUPPLEMENT,  Part  II.  --------  p.  175 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[ 1 ] 


Appendix  (B.) 
Dispensaries. 


APPENDIX  (B.) 


(Pakt  I.) 


DISPENSARIES. 


Fersom  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Major  Blake,  Castlebar. — Charles  Filgate,  esq. — Mr.  Lyons  Kerans. — Rev.  Mr.  O’Connor, 
parish  priest. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  could  not  learn  the  amount  of  population,  but  were  informed  Population  and 
that  the  most  distant  place  the  surgeon  of  this  institution  is  liable  to  visit  is  seven  miles  off,  Extent  of  Country, 
and  the  only  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  are  those  at  Ballinasloe.  The  medical  in- 
stitutions in  the  country  are  well  placed  with  regard  to  population,  and  are  not  too  numerous. 

It  would  confer  a great  benefit  on  the  community  if  a small  ward  could  be  attached  to  the 
dispensary  for  bad  accidents. 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  a conveniently  situated  house,  in  which  there  is  a good  waiting-  Building,  Furniture 
room  for  patients.  It  is  held  at  will,  at  a rent  of  7 1.  per  annum  ; but  it  was  thought  that  and  Grounds, 
it  would  be  better  if  the  house  were  the  property  of  the  charity. 

A member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  who  studied  midwifery  at  the  Lying-in  Medical  Officers. 
Hospital,  Dublin,  is  a master  apotliecary,  and  resides  next  door  to  the  institution ; is  the  sole 
medical  ofiicei’.  He  was  appointed  in  March  1826,  immediately  after  having  completed  bis 
studies,  and  has  no  other  appointment.  There  has  been  no  case  of  illness  or  temporary 
absence  on  bis  part  since  his  appointment,  but  should  such  absence  be  necessary,  leave 
should  be  obtained.  The  committee  of  governors  have  borne  annual  testimony  of  their  per- 
fect satisfaction,  with  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  the  medical  officer.  There  has  always  been 
an  unpaid  assistant  at  this  dispensary,  a brother  of  the  medical  attendant. 

The  surgeon  is  the  sole  paid  officer  of  the  institution  ; he  receives  100  1.  per  a,nnura  from  Payment, 
the  general  funds,  without  additional  allowance  of  any  kind.  There  seems  to  exist  no  suffi- 
cient guarantee  against  a person  combining  with  some  friends  to  raise  an  institution  for  the 
sake  of  obtaining  the  medical  appointment,  such  an  abuse  having  been  known  to  exist, 
though  not  in  the  instance  of  this  institution. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards.  Tliere  were  a gi’eat  Election, 
many  candidates,  and  care  was  taken  to  secure  competition,  and  several  applicants  came  for- 
ward on  the  occasion  of  the  last  election,  but  no  notice  of  election  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 

It  would  appear  tliat  this  neighbourhood  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man  inde- 
pendently of  the  dispensary  emolument,  and  no  other,  besides  the  dispensary  physician,  is 
resident  in  the  district.  The  poor  are  fully  aware  that  they  can  apply  for  redress  to  any  of 
the  subscribei-s,  in  case  of  harshness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  tlie  medical  officer. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  was  veiy  neatly  and  well  arranged,  and  con-  Pharmacy, 
tained  a good  supply  of  medicines,  including  those  of  the  most  delicate  description,  which 
are  all  purchased  of  a dniggist  in  Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer’s  draft  on  the  bank  ; 
the  medicines  were  under  the  care  of  the  medical  officer,  and  those  which  belong  to  the 
dispensary  are  never  sold,  but  are  kept  in  a separate  house  from  those  wliich  he  uses  in 
his  private  practice. 

The  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  as  appeared  by  a list  furnished  the  Assistant 
Commissioners,  are  not  sufficient,  and  are  used  by  the  surgeon  in  private  practice.  Leeches 
are  supplied  and  are  brought  from  the  Dublin  druggist  as  required. 

Expense  of  medicine  for 

1832  £.50-- 

1833  - - - - - - 52  49 

1834  49  10  6 

3)  151  15  3 

Average  annual  cost  - - £.50  11  6 

Number  of  patients  attended — 

1832  2,018 

1833  3,040 

1834  ' - 2,001 

3)  6,059 

Average  annual  number  - - 2,019 

Average  expense  per  head,  6 d. 

0.5.  B Therc- 


Altascragh 

Dispensary. 


Connaught. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  u.d. 
J.  R.  Corris,esq.,M.s. 
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Dispensaries. 

Connaught, 
County  Galway. 

ExaniiiiaCions  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 
J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.d. 

Ahascragh 

Dispensary. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 

Officers  not 
medical. 
Attendant. 
Reports. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 

Custody  of  Funds. 
Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Ardrnhan  and  Gort 
Disnensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


There  is  no  vaccine  matter  kept  at  the  dispensary  to  be  given  to  neighbouring  sutgeons, 
and  the  medical  ofEcer  does  not,  nor  would  he,  inoculate  with  small-pock. 

A very  regular  register  is  kept,  distinguishing  the  number,  age,  name,  disease,  residence, 
recommender,  treatment  and  results  which,  with  vouchers,  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury  by  the 
medical  man  himself.  This  register  appeared  to  be  correct,  so  far  as  regards  the  tickets ; 
but  it  was  said  many  obtained  advice  and  medicine  without  a ticket ; the  number  of  those, 
however,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  reason  to  believe,  was  very  small.  Many  mid- 
‘wifery  cases  were  attended  from  this  dispensary,  but  the  exact  number  was  not  known. 

All  sick  strangers  and  travellers  who  are  not  known,  and  who  do  not  belong  to  the  dis- 
trict, are  entitled  to  advice  and  medicine,  but  the  tenant  of  a non-subscriber,  though  living 
in  the  district,  would  be  refused.  The  servants  of  subscribers  of  2 Z.  2 s.  are  considered 
entitled  to  attendance.  Instances  were  known  of  the  charity  being  abused,  by  persons  not 
in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance  obtaining  relief,  although  a ticket,  signed  by 
one  subscriber,  is  necessary,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  sacR  tickets  issued  by 
a single  subscriber  ^there  are  none  of  the  poorer  classes  in  the  list  of  subscribers. 

Extern  patients  only  are  seen  at  the  institution,  the  remaining  sick  poor  are  attended  at 
their  own  dwellings  at  any  period  of  the  day  or  night,  and  in  any  part  of  the  district.  The 
dispensary  is  supplied  with  fracture-boxes  and  splints,  to  be  used  m cases  of  accidents  ; but 
no  neighbouring  practitioner  is  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  insti- 
tution. The  poor  are  attended  by  very  unskilful  midmves,  and  accidents  frequently  occur 
from  their  ignorance ; but  the  medical  attendant  attends  lying-in  cases  whenever  he  is 
informed  that  a difficulty  exists.  Although  vaccination  is  not  regularly  performed,  it  is 
always  done  if  required,  and  is  found  to  be  decidedly  favourable  in  its  results.  Small-pox 
is  frequent  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  pauper  poor  are  much  prejudiced  against  vacci- 
nation. 

The  medical  attendant  was  allowed  to  give  an  order  for  wine  on  the  different  landlords  in 
the  district,  but  there  is  no  regular  charity  on  which  an  order  can  be  given. 

The  subscribers  meet  once  a year  to  pass  the  accounts,  aijd  five  at  least  are  always 
present,  but  no  minutes  of  the  proceedings  at  these  meetings  are  kept,  nor  is  any  person  ex 
officio  in  the  principal  direction  of  the  institution. 

The  sole  officer  not  medical  was  the  treasurer. 

There  was  no  attendant. 

There  are  no  printed  rules  or  reports.  The  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient  number  of 
persons  able  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants  of  tlie 
poor. 

If  one  or  two  families  should  withdraw  their  subscriptions,  the  dispensary  would  cease  to 
exist,  but  this  is  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  funds  lie  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  till  wanted.  The  income  during  the  past  three  years 
was  as  follows : 


YEAR 

Subscriptions. 

Granted  by  Grand  Jury.  \ 

TOTAL. 

1832  - - - 

£.  s.  d. 
82  - - 

£.  s.  d. 
82  - - 

£.  s.  d. 
164  - - 

1833  - - - 

75  11  - 

75  11  - 

151  2 - 

1834  - - - 

89  15  - 

89  15  - 

179  10  - 

The  principal  heads  of  expenditure  are 
Surgeon’s  salary  - - - 

Mediciue  - - - - 

Rent  ----- 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Baker. — Captain  Joun  Barnes. — Bernaro  Butler.  — W.  Coffey,  esq. — Rev.  Mr. 

Duffey Edward  B.  Eyre,  esq. — Lord  Gort. — James  Kilkelly,  esq.  — James  Lahiff,  esq. 

Walter  Roseigram,  esq. — Charles  Wallace,  esq. 

The  population  of  the  district  could  not  be  ascertained  ; it  extends  into  the  parishes  of 
Balier,  Kilmacdough,  Killartan,  Kilbaconty,  Kilthomas,  Kiline,  Kinvarry,  Killinavary, 
Feakle,  Ardrahan,  Kilkeady,  Killinaclima  and  Kilcolgan,  and  is  estimated  at  25  miles  long 
and  28  broad,  being  regulated  by  the  situation  of  the  properties  of  the  subscribers.  Cur- 
ranme,  in  the  county  Clare,  is  also  included  in  the  district  visited  by  the  medical  officer  of 
this  institution.  It  would  be  a great  benefit  to  establish  an  adequate  hospital  for  fevers  and 
accidents,  tlie  infirmary  at  Galway  being  of  no  value  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gort. 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  a house  in  the  market-place  at  Gort,  in  which  there  are  three 
rooms  ; viz.  a shop,  a prescribing  room  and  a store  room.  The  yearly  rent  is  llZ.  Is.  Q^d. 
The  Ardrahan  branch  is  held  at  the  lodge  gate  to  the  rectory  at  Ardrahan.  The  “ Ardrahan 
and  Gort  Dispensary”  is  the  legal  name  of  this  charity;  eifcrts  were,  however,  made  to  fix 
tlie  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  that  “ Gort  and  Ardrahan”  was 

strictly 


£.100  - - 
50  - - 
7 - - 
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strictly  the  name,  probably  to  account  for  the  residence  of  both  the  medical  officers  at  Gort,  Dispensaries. 

with  salaries  respectively  of  100/.  and  of  30 /.  per  annum,  and  that  the  state  of  the  dispensing  

room  at  Ardrahan  might  be  less  noticed.  There  is  no  rent  paid  for  tlie  house  which  is  used 
is  the  dispensary  at  Ardrahan. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  an  a.  m.  and  b.  m.  of  Dublin,  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College 

of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  licensed  practitioner  from  the  Lying-in  hospital,  Dublin.  He  is  

about  38  years  of  age,  resides  at  Gort:  was  appointed  in  1830,  previously  to  which  he  had  J.E..Come,  esq. 
been  practising  in  Dublin  and  at  Gort.  He  has  no  other  appointment  of  any  kind,  except 
that  he  attends  the  troops.  The  days  on  which  he  attends  at  Gort  are  Tuesdays,  Thursdays 
and  Saturdays ; at  Ardrahan  on  Mondays  and  Fridays.  The  duty  is  nevei'  done  by  proxy. 

The  apothecary  is  a master  apothecary,  about  36  years  of  age,  who  attends  on  the  same  days 
as  the  chief  medical  officer.  Both  stations  are  closed,  except  on  the  respective  days  of 
attendance.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  apothecary. 

The  salaries  paid  to  the  medical  officers,  during  ^e  past  three  years,  were' 


Conmmghf. 
CounLy  Galway, 


Payment. 


YEAR 

To  tli«  Surgeon. 

To  the  Apothecary. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

1832 

100  - - 

30  - - 

1833 

100  - - 

30  - - 

1834 

91  - - 

1 26  13  6 

1 

The  medical  officer’s  salary  is,  fixed  at  100/.,  and  the  apothecary’s  at  30/. ; but  owing  to 
want  of  funds,  it  has  been  usual  to  give  the  medical  officer  the  balance  remaining,  after  all 
payments  of  the  year,  without  any  additional  perquisite. 

At  the  last  election  of  a medical  officer,  there  was  no  public  notice  given  in  the  papers.  Election. 

There  are  two  eligible  medical  men  unattached  to  aiw  dispensary,  and  resident  in  Gort. 

One  of  these  gentlemen,  however,  was  not  resident  in  March  1834. 

The  shop  at  the  Gort  station  is  well  and  properly  supplied  with  medicine,  and  is  neatly  i>itarmacy. 
and  properly  aiTanged.  At  Ardrahan,  on  the  contrary,  every  thing  is  niajiaged  in  the  most 
slovenly  manner,  there  being  but  veiy  little  medicine,  and  that  little  is  kept  in  bottles 
vrithout  stoppers,  in  paper  or  in  dirty  drawers ; nor  are  there  either  scales,  weights  or 
measures. 

The  Ardrahan  dispensary  (properly  so  called)  is  kept  in  the  gate-house  or  lodge  of  the 
Protestant  clergyman  of  the  parish,  who  gives  the  gate-house  and  three  guineas  amiually, 
on  condition  of  being  considered  a five  guinea  subscriber. 

The  crowd  of  applicants  present  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
was  so  great,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one  person  to  attend  to  them. 

. Two  or  three  persons  (one  an  old  woman)  had  nine  miles  to  walk  home,  and  were  not 
served  at  half-past  two  o’clock,  p.  m. 

There  were  13  new  tickets,  and  55  repetitions  this  day. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  saw  and  examined  the  greater  part  of  them  ; and  on  their 
pointing  out  to  a young  surgeon  who  attended  for  the  medical  officer,  a man  who  evidently 
required  bleeding,  he  replied  that  they  were  seldom  if  ever  bled  at  the  dispensary,  on 
account  of  the  distance  of  the  patient  /rom  his  home,  and  they  do  not  give  leeches.  The 
medicines,  which  are  ofdered  and  paid  for  by  the  medical  officer,  are  chiefly  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  of  Dublin,  and  cost  in 

1832  £.77  9 , 

1833  - - - - - - 84  7 6 

1834  74  19  10 

Additional  miscellaneous  expenses  for  drugs'  purchased  in  Gort  could  not  be  given  with 
accuracy,  but  bills  for  sundries  to  the  following  amount  had  been  paid: 

1832  -------  £.24  9 - 

1833  - 811 

1834  - 10  17  1^ 

the  greater  portion  of  these  sums  was  for  drugs. 

■ Tliere  are  no  medicines  sold  at  the  dispensary,  and  the  apothecary  keeps  those  which  he 
has  for  private  sale  in  a diftereut  part  of  the  town.  Vaccine  matter  is  kept  here.  The 
medical  officer  peremptorily  refuses  to  inoculate  for  small-pox. 

A register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes,  1st.  patient’s  name;  2d.  age;  3d.  disease;  patients' Eeeistra- 
4th.  nanie  of  recommender;  5th.  treatment;  and  6th.  observations.  Tliere  were  a great  “ 

many  patients  in  attendance,  both  at  Gort  and  Ardrahan,  on  the  days  of  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners’ visit.  Several  capital  operations  have  been  performed  on  patients  who  were 
lodged  in  private  houses,  from  private  subscription,  independent  of  the  dispensaiy  funds. 

The  register,  for  both  branches  of  this  institution,  shows  the  number  of  patients  Paiienis. 
attended  in — 

1832  - - 3,917.  On  the  books  from  the  previous  year,  323. 

1833  - - 4,637.  - - - ditto  - - - 495. 

1834  - - 6,121.  - - . ditto  - 655. 

All  poor  persons  applying  at  the  dispensaiy  are  entitled  to  advice  and  medicine.  But  the  Who  entitled  to 
‘^■5-  B 2 medical  Relief. 
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Di&pessaries. 

Cpnnaught. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  t).  Barry,  k.  u. 
J.  E.  Conie,  esq-.M.D. 

Ardrakan  and  Gert 
Dispensary. 


Nourishment. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 

Officers  not 
m'edical. 

Rules. 

Reports. 
Collection  and 
Custody. 

Accounts. 


medical  officer  says  that  many  persons  not  in  circumstances  to  require  dispensary  assistance 
are  in  the  habit  of  applying  for  advice  and  medicine,  and  that  he  cannot  prevent  the  imposi- 
tion. Subscribers  have  tickets,  but  they  are  not  required  of  patients. 

The  surgeon  is  liable  to  be  called  by  a subscriber  to  any  part  of  the  district,  at  any  time; 
hut  it  is  not  the  custom  to  send  for  him  at  night,  except  in  cases  of  great  urgency.  No  neigh- 
bouring practitioner  is  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  dispensary,  nor  is 
the  medical  officer  bound  to  attend  lying-in  cases,  but  he  never  refuses  to  do  so.  The  usual 
prescriptions  are  entered.  Vaccination  is  performed  here,  and  is  found  to  be  most  favourable 
in  its  results,  inasmuch  as  small-pox  has  greatly  decreased ; and  yet  the  poor  in  general  have 
no  confidence  in  this  operation. 

No  wine  or  other  extras  are  afforded  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor  does  there  exist 
any  charity  here  on  which  an  order  for  these  can  be  given. 

The  managers  meet  once  a year  to  inspect  the  accounts ; there  are  genemlly  about  20  in 
attendance,  and  minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  but  it  does  not  meet. 

The  only  officers  not  medical  are  the  treasurer  and  the  secretary;  and  there  are  no 
attendants. 

There  are  many  written,  but  no  printed  rules. 

There  is  no  report  made  up,  but  a summary  is  laid  before  the  subscribers. 

The  medical  officer  collects  the  subscriptions,  and  occasionally  advances  20  Z.  or  30  Z.  for 
defaulters.  The  sum  of  15Z;  was  acknowledged  to  be  thus  actually  due  to  him  at  the  period 
of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

The  income  and  expenditure  for  the  past  three  years  appear  to  be  : — 


— 1 8 3 2. — 


£.  5.  d. 

Subscriptions  - 123  3 - 

County  Grant  - - - - a 23  3- 

£.  tf.  d. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - 100  - - 

Apothecary’s  Salary  - - - 30  - — 

Druggist’s  Bill  - - - " 77  9 

Sundries  - - - 24  9- 

Rent 1 1 X 6 J 

Balance  - - - - - 35  10 

£.  246  6,  - 

£.  246  6 _ 

— 18 
£.  s.  d. 

Balance  - - - - - 35*0 

Subscriptions  - - ► - 123  6 - 

County  Grant  - 123  6 - 

3 3.— 

£.  d. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - 100  - - 

Apothecary’s  Salai'y  - - - 30  - - 

Druggist’s  Bill  - - - - 84  7 6 

Sundries  - 811 

Rent  - - - - -1116^ 

Balance  - - - - - 16  7 

£.  249  17  10 

£.  249  17  10 

—1  8 
£.  5.  d. 

Balance  of  last  April  • - - 16  7 8^ 

Subscriptions  ...  - 107  6 - 

County  Grant  - 107  6 - 

3 4.— 

£.  A.  d. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - 91  — — 

Apothecary’s  Salary  - - - 26-13  6 

Drugrist’s  Bill  - - - - 74  19  10 

Sundries  - - - - - 10  17  10 

Rent 11  1 

Balance  - - - - -16  7- 

£.  230  19 

£.  230  19  8J 

1836. — Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands,  16Z.  7s. 


The  apothecary  keeps  the  accounts  of  this  charity : he  signs  a written  statement  “ that  the 
druggist’s  invoices  and  receipts,  and  all  other  vouchers,  are  handed  in  to  the  grand  jury 
annually,  and  never  returned  to  the  officers  of  the  dispensary.”  The  medical  officer  wrote  and 
signed  the  following  declaration : — “ I cannot  really  say  where  all  or  any  of  the  accounts  or 
vouchers  are  for  the  last  year,  as  they  never  were  looked  after  until  this  year.” 
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Persons  who  attended,  the  Examination. 

Walter  M‘DoNOUGn,  esq  — The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  fair  of  Ballinasloe  being  held  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners, 
there  was  at  first  no  one  to  meet  them  at  the  dispensary,  except  the  medical  officer,  whose 
replies  to  their  queries  were  so  indefinite  and  contmdictoiy  that  they  did  not  consider  it 
expedient  to  go  into  a detailed  examination  of  the  institution  with  him. 

Thev  however,  found  that  the  dispensary  w'as  held  at  the  house  of  the  medical  officer,  an 
anothecarv’s  shop,  in  the  principal  street  in  the  town ; to  which  there  is  attached  no  board 
or  inscription  to  distinguish  it  as  a public  dispensary.  It  appeared  that  the  institution  was 
only  held  temporarily  in  this  shop,  a new  building  for  that  purpose  being  in  course  of  erecfion, 
and  nearly  finished,  on  the  site  of  the  former  one ; which  consisted  of  two  rooms,  a waiting 
room  and  shop.  . The  medical  attendant  was  allowed  10 1.  per  annum  house-rent. 

The  sole  medical  officer  first  stated  that  he  held  a degree  in  medicine  from  the  University 
in  Edinburc^h,  which  he  afterwards  contradicted.  It  appeared,  however,  that  he  was  a mern- 
ber  of  the  (5oliege  of  Surgeons,  London,  possessing  a diploma  from  the  Lving-m  Hospital, 
Dublin,  and  also  a certificate  from  the  Apothecai'ies’  Hall  there.  He  resides  m the  town, 
where,  before  his  appointment,  he  was  engaged  in  private  practice,  which  was  still  not  inter- 
fered witli  by  his  dispensaiy  avocations.  He  also  acted  as  medical  attendant  to  the  Ral 
linasloe  Fever  Hospital,  for  which  he  received  no  salary. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  officer  is  80  1.  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  10  1.  for  a house, 
but  he  is  not  provided  with  either  boai-d,  lodging,  or  any  other  perquisite. 

There  has  been  no  vacancy  -for  the  appointment  of  a medical  officer  since  the  original 
formation  of  this  institution,  when  the  present  attendant  was  elected. 


Cunnavghi. 
County  Galway. 

Ejaminations  taken  by 
Sir  P.  Barry,  m.  u. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.  o. 

Ballinadae 

Dispensary. 

Building,  rurniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 

Election. 


At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  a room  was  about  being  provided  Pharmacy, 
for  dispensary  purposes.  The  medicines  belonging  to  the  institution  were  at  that  time,  how- 
ever kept  partly  in  a separate  room,  and  a quantity,  to  meetimmediatedemands,  in  the  shop 
of  the  medical  attendant  j which  last  place  was  in  a dirty  and  slovenly  state.  The  medi- 
cines were  stated  to  he  purchased  from  a dniggist  in  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  medical 
attendant  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer ; but  the  latter  officer  informed  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners that  he  paid  the  medical  officer  60  1.  per  annum  on  account  of  medicine,  but  that  he 
never  saw  or  heard  of  bills  or  invoices,  and  the  treasurer's  account  showed  that  pch  was  the 
case.  As  far  as  the  Assistant  Commissioners  could  discern,  there  was  no  distinction  made 
between  the  stock  of  medicines  for  sale  and  those  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  ^d,  on 
minute  inquiry,  they  could  discover  no  traces  of  any  stock  ol‘ medicine  which  belonged  to  the 
dispensary,  nor  could  the  medical  attendant  produce  either  bills,  invoices  or  any  other  docu- 
ment to  show  that  any  medicine  had  ever  been  purchased  for  the  benefit  of  the  mstituUon. 

There  existed  no  register  ; a number  of  tickets  of  recommendation  were  filed,  hut  it  was  Registration, 
stated  that  many  receive  advice  and  medicine  of  whom  no  account  was  kept.  A document, 
indeed,  was  furnished  by  the  medical  attendant,  which  purported  to  be  a copy  of  a return 
made  to  the  grand  jury  in  1829,  and  which  stated  that  three  were  on  the  books. 


On  the  1st  January  in  that  year  - - - 

Cases  admitted  during  the  subsequent  18  months 


153 
- 3,391 

3,544 


Of  these  cured 
Relieved 
Died 
Irregular 


On  the  books  1st  July  1830 


2,780 

379 

96 

138 

3,397 

147 

3,544 


The  return  of  the  number  of  patients  who  received  relief  ^s  calculated  by  counting  the 
tickets,  and  there  was  no  other  document  whatsoever  from  which  the  statement  above  shown 
could  be  deduced  : these  tickets  were  few  in  number,  and  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were 
not  shown  any  document  on  which  tlie  number  who  attended  without  tickets  was  registered. 

There  are  no  committee  meetings  connected  with  the  general  management  of  this  dispen- 
sary,  which  is  almost  entirely  left  to  the  medical  officer. 

The  only  officer  not  medical,  connected  with  this  charity,  is  the  treasurer.  mfdka!.' 


The'continuance  of  the  institution  appeared  to  depend  mainly  on  the  bounty  of  three  or  four  Funds,  &c, 
principal  subscribers,  amongst  whom  was  a nobleman  (a  large  proprietor  in  this  neighbour- 
hood) whose  annual  subscription  amounted  tp  upwards  of  64  1. 

0.5.  n3 
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APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  jrom  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 
The  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  years  1831,  1832  and  1833,  appeared  to  be— 
In  1831. 


£.  s. 

d. 

Subscriptions , 

■ 77  2 

- 

Salary  of  Medical  Attendant  - 

County  Grant 

- 

Balance  clue  to  Treasurer 

• - 5 i6 

- 

£.100  - 

- 

£.  100 

- 

- 

In  1 

832. 

£. 

d. 

Subscriptions  - • 

■ 77  - 

- 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer 

County  Grant 

■ 77-  - 

_ 

Salary  of  Medical  Attendant  - 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer 

' 11  i6 

- 

Medicines  - - - . 

- 00 

- 

- 

£.  105  10 

- 

£.  165 

16 

- 

In  1833. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

Subscriptions 

- ' 76  4 

7 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer 

10 

County  Grant 

- 76  4 

7 

Salary  to  Medical  Attendant  - 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer 

- 19  12 

10 

Medicines  - 

, 

Stamp  - 

6 

- 

£. 172  2 

£.  172 

2 

- 

Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Patrick  Brennan,  p.  p.— Rev.  Armstrong  Kellt. — Denis  Kelly,  esq.,  Castle  Kelly. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  of  the  district  to  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  to  afford  relief  is  esti- 
mated at  full  8,000,  and  extends  over  about  9,000  acres,  there  being  no  othermedical  institu- 
tion witliin  six  miles.  There  are  still  parts  of  the  country  very  far  remote  from  any  medical 
aid ; six  miles  in  diameter  being  considered  quite  a sufficiently  extensive  district  for  one 
dispensary.  The  want  of  intern  accommodation  is  not  felt  here,  as  the  Roscommon  In- 
firmary is  only  eight  miles  distant. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a very  comfortable  room.  There  is  also  a sufficient  space  for  the 
patients  to  remain  while  waiting  to  be  attended. 

A licentiate  of  the  apothecaries’  company,  about  32  years  of  age,  is  the  sole  medical 
office,  who  resides  at  Roscommon,  about  eight  miles  off,  where  he  had  been  practising 
previous  to  his  appointment  to  this  institution  by  the  subscribers.  His  duty  is  never  done 
by  proxy ; but  the  dispensary  is  closed  on  all  but  one  day  in  the  week,  when  the  medicines 
are  dispensed  by  the  medicaf  officer,  who  receives  a salary  of  30 1.  per  annum,  without  other 
allowances  of  any  kind. 

The  medical  officer  is  appointed  chiefly  by  the  resident  proprietor  of  this  neighbourhood, 
on  whose  subscription  the  continuance  of  this  institution  mainly  depends. 

The  medicines  are  properly  and  neatly  kept,  are  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  of  good 
quality.  The  more  delicate  medicines  are  also  here  to  be  used  when  required.  Tliey  are 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer,  and  supplied  by  di-uggists ' in  Dublin.  They  are  never  allowed  to 
be  sold  at  the  dispensary.  Leeches  are  supplied  by  the  principal  subscriber  before  alluded 
to,  at  his  own  expense  ; vaccine  matter  is  not  kept  here. 

A register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name  and  age  of  the  patient,  the  date  of  relief 
and  the  person  by  whom  recommended,  which  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury. 

All  the ’poor  who  apply  are  attended  to,  if  they  bring  a subscriber’s  ticket,  which  is  never 
refused.  Such  an  abuse  aS/ persons  not  in  circumstances,  requiring  gratuitous  assistance 
participating  in  the  benefits  of  this  charity,  is  never  attempted,  as  it  is  always  requisite  to 
have  a subscriber’s  order  before  any  person  can  receive  the  aid  of  the  institution. 

All  extern  patients  are  attended  at  the  institution,  and  visited  at  their  homes  when 
required  ; but  accidents  of  a serious  nature  are  sent  to  Roscommon  infirmary.  No  neigh- 
bouring practitioner  is  entitled  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  this  dispensary,  nor  are 
liis  own  prescriptions  entered  in  a book  by  the  medical  attendant. 

Difficult  cases  of  parturition  only  are  attended  from  the  dispensary.  Tlie  midwives  who 
attend  the  poor  in  ordinary  cases  are  generally  very  unskilful.  There  is  amongst  the  poorer 
classes  a carelessness  about  being  vaccinated,  as  they  place  no  confidence  in  it” 

Wine,  and  many  other  articles  of  comfort  are  supplied  to  the  poor  by  the  resident  pro- 
prietor before  alluded  to,  when  an  order  is  given  by  the  medical  attendant. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  institution  appears  to  occupy  the  constant 
care  of  the  gentleman  on  whose  bounty  it  may  be  said  to  exist. 

The 
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into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 

The  treafsurer  is  the  only  officer  not  medical,  and  as  he  was  not  at  home  at  the  time  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioners’  visit,  but  little  could  be  ascertained  as  to  the  state  of  the  funds  and 
accounts  of  the  charity.  It  appeared,  however,  that  the  dispensaiy  is  supported,  on  the  one 
hand  by  the  resident  proprietor,  and  four  or  five  other  lesser  subscribers ; and  on  the  other, 
by  a’  county  grant  of  an  equivalent  sum,— there  being  very  few  persons  residing  in  this 
district  who  could  afford  to  subscribe  to  any  charity.  The  whole  income  is  50/.  8s.,  which 
is  lodged  by  the  treasurer  in  the  bank  at  Galway. 

The  principal  heads  of  expenditure  are,  salary  of  the  medical  officer  (30/.  per  annum), 
and  costs  of  medicines,  which  latter,  by  a return  furnished  for  three  years,  appeared  to 
amount  in  1831  to  - - - - " " " -£.213- 

in  1832  to- --20  18  9 

in  1833  to  --------  32  12  6 


3)  74  14  3 


Making  an  average  cost  for  three  years  of  - £.24  18  1 


There  were  relieved  in  1832 
in  1833 
in  1834 

3)  5,004 

Showing  an  average  for  the  three  years  of  - - 1,668 


Average  annual  expense,  per  head,  in  medicine,  rather  more  than  3 Jd. 


1,646 
1,378  * 

2,080 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  John  Burke,  vicar  of  Kilcolgan.— Thomas  Lynch,  esq.— A.  St.  George,  esq.,  Tyrone 
House. Matthew  St.  George,  esq.— The  Medical  Attendant. 


The  population  could  not  be,  pyen,  bnt  the  district  extends  over  six  parishes ; Kil- 
cokan,  Stiadbally,  Killely,  Dmmacod,  Kiffineen  and  Ballymacooly,  and  part  of  Oramnore. 
The  greatest  distance  to  which  the  medical  officer  is  liable  to  be  called  is  nine  miles.  Ihe 

only  medical  institution  within  six  miles  is  the  Ardrahan  dispensary.  . 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a very  comfortable  house,  close  to  the  road  side,  having  a proper 
waiting-room  for  patients,  it  is  held  at  will,  at  tlie  rent  of  3 1 per  annum ; hut  it  was  thought 
that,  ^ a principle,  it  would  be  better  that  the  dispensary  house  should,  m aU  cases,  belong 

The 'sole' medical  officer  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  a 
licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,  and  a member  of  the  Lying-m  hospital,  Dublin : 
he  is  about  33  years  of  age,  resides  at  Oranmore,  three  miles  distant  from  the  institution,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  It  its  establishment : he  had  been  previously  pursuing  his  studies  in 
Dublin,  and  formerly  held  the  Ardrahan  and  Gort  dispensary  for  a period  of  five  years.  He 
has  no  other  appointment  whatever,  but  is  allowed  private  practice.  The  days  ot  attendance 
are  twice  a week,  Mondays  and  Fridays,  as  required  by  the  rules  j but  the  present  medical 
officer  is  in  the  habit  of  attending  oftener.  I'here  is  no  pupil  or  other  person  capable  of 
affording  immediate  assistance  in  cases  ofaccident  onthe  spot,  and  the  house  is  always  closed 
in  the  absence  of  the  medical  attendant. , p ^ xi.  i.  i i. 

The  surgeon’s  salary  is  not  fixed,  but  is  paid  from  the  general  funds  of  the_  charity  last 
year,  which  was  the  first  of  the  establishment;  he  received  78/.  without  perqmsites  of  any 

sort  or  kind.  , , xx  t.  j x xi  • j- 

There  is  no  medical  man  residing  in  this  ncigbbonrliood  but  the  one  attached  to  this  dis- 
pensary,  who  is  known  to  have  acquired  the  approbation  of  the  governors,  who  consider  him 
a skilful  and  humane  man.  . . i j?  j-  • 

The  phai-macy  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged,  containing  an  ample  supply  ot  medicines, 
which  appear  to  be  of  good  quality ; the  more  delicate  medicines  are  kept  and  used  here. 
Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  of  Dublin,  supplied  the  medicines,  and  tlieir  bi  1,  amounting  to 
35-Z.  5s.  Sd.  for  last  year,  was  paid  by  the  treasurer.  No  medicines  are  kept  tor  private 
practice ; nor  are  there  any  surgical  instniments  belonging  to  the  mstitution.  Leeches  are 
not  supplied  to  patients.  Vaccine  matter  is  kept  here ; and  although  not  prevented,  the 
medical  officer  does  not,  nor  does  he  approve  of,  inoculation  with  small-pox.  *•  x> 

A register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes,  under  separate  heads,  1st.  number;  2ci.  patient  s 
name;  3d.  residence;  4th.  disease;  5th.  name  ofrecommender;  6th.  date  of  r^ommenda- 
tion;  7th.  date  of  registration ; 8th.  date  of  discharges ; and,  9th.  observations,  llie  number 
of  prescriptions  for  last  year  was  2,290,  the  number  of  patients  unknown.  No  capital  opera- 
tions appear  as  yet  to  have  been  performed.  In  midwifery  cases,  difficult  ones  on  y are 
attended.  ^ , x i r xi  • 

Ail  who  bring  tickets,  and  any  others  whom  the  medical  officer  kriows  to  be,  from  their 
poverty,  fit  objects,  are  considered  entitled  to  advice  and  medicine.  A participation^m^^m 
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benefits  of  this  charity  is  sometimes  attempted  by  persons  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to 
require  gratuitous  assistance ; many  who  are  able  to  buy  medicine,  but  not  to  pay  for  advice, 
apply  at  the  dispensary.  It  is  not  absolutely  requisite  to  have  a ticket  to  obtain  relief,  nor 
is  there  any  limitation  as  to  the  number  of  tickets. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution ; but  there  are  no  fracture  boxes  or  splints  avail- 
able, in  cases  of  accident.  Neighbouring  practitioners  are  not  authorized  to  have  their  pre- 
scriptions made  up  at  the  dispensary,  nor  are  the  prescriptions  of  the  medical  officer  entered 
on  the  books.  The  poor  are,  in  ordinary  cases  of  lying-in,  attended  by  midwives,  who  are 
totally  uneducated.  The  lower  orders  have  no  confidence  in  vaccination,  and  small-pox  is 
prevalent  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Rice  and  barley  are  the  only  extras  supplied  to  patients  from  the  dispensary  shop,  these 
being  considered  as  medicines.  This  is  the  first  instance  met  with  by  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners, in  which  these  articles  were  used  in  an  institution  of  this  class,  and  it  is  their  opinion 
that  these  articles  should  be  more  frequently  given  to  the  poor  at  dispensaries ; it  would  be  a 
great  blessing  if  such  easily  digested  substances  as  rice  or  pearl-barley  could  be  afforded  to 
the  famishing  mother,  who  has  no  other  food  to  give  to  her.  sick  and  half-staiwed  child  than 
a morsel  of  lumper  potatoes,  which  she  first  carefully  masticates,  and  then  transfers,  medicated 
with  her  own  saliva,  to  the  parching  mouth  of  her  child.  One  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
has  witnessed  this  mode  of  feeding  an  infant  of  the  very  tenderest  age,  and  was  informed  that 
it  is  very  generally  adopted  by  the  poor  nursing  mother  ; the  medical  attendant  assured  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  that  no  instance  has  occurred  to  him  of  an  attempt  to  procure  the 
articles  alluded  to  by  false  representations,  or  as  food  for  the  healthy.  No  wine  is,  given  from 
tlie  dispensary  fimds,  nor  does  there  exist  in  , the  neighbourhood  any  charity  on  wlrich  an 
order  can  be  given  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of  one  or  more  guineas,  the  affairs  of 
the  institution  not  being  left  to  the  direction  of  the  surgeon  ; no  person  is,  ex  officio,  in  the 
principal  direction  of  the  dispensary ; there  is  a resolution  of  the  general  management  to  meet 
four  times  in  the  year,  and  last  year  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  at  two  of  these  meetings 
were  kept. 

The  only  officer  who  is  not  medical  is  the  treasurer. 

There  are  some  written,  but  no  printed  rules,  nor  are  there  anjr  reports  of  the  affairs  of  this 
dispeiisaiy ; but  the  neighbourhood  affords  persons  sufficiently  influential  and  numerous  to 
assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

It  appeared  by  the  copy  of  the  list  of  subscribers  which  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant 
Commissioners,  that  the  amount  of  subscriptions  for  the  first  year  of  the  establishment  of  the 
institution  was  63  1.  3 s.,  and  that  an  equivalent  sum  was  obtained  by  county  grant  for  that 
year,  making  a total  income  of  126  1.  6 s.  The  subscriptions  for  the  subsequent  year  (com- 
mencing 1st  July  1834)  amounted  to  71 /.  3 s.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe,  but 
this  charity  does  not  depend  on  any  one  subscriber,  and  its  existence  thus  rests  on  secure 
grounds.  There  are,  however,  several  large  proprietors,  owning  extensive  properties  largely 
peopled  by  paupers,  who  yet  do  not  subscribe,  and,  therefore,  give  no  title  to  their  poor 
tenants  to  apply  for  medical  relief,  cheap  as  this  privilege  might  be  conferred.  ■ 

The  funds  are  collected  in  part  by  the  medical  officer,  and  partly  by  the  treasurer,  and 
when  received  by  them  are  lodged  in  the  bank  at  Galway. 

The  expenditure  on  account  of  this  dispensary  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence  (1833-4) 


may  be  thus  stated : — 

£. 

Subscriptions  . . - 

- f>3 

County  Grant  . . - 

- 63 

Cash  paid  for  Medicines 
Carriage  of  Medicines  • 

Cost  for  ficting-up  the  Dispensary 
One  year’s  Rent  - . - 

Sundries  - - - ‘ - 

Balance  paid  the  Medical  OlBcer  i. 
lieu  of  Salary  - . . 


£■  s,  d. 
33  U 9 


PersoTis  who  attended  the  Examxnatwn.. 

Mr.  J.  Presdergast.— Rev.  Mf-Orh. — Lieut.  Leaver,  revenue  police.— The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  and  extent  of  country  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  could  not  be 
ascertained,  but  there  is  no  other  medical  institution  within  six  miles ; the  ’greatest  distance 
to  which  the  medical  officer  or  his  assistant  is  liable  to  be  called  is  10  miles.  Rev.  Mr.  Orr 
was  of  opmion  that,  under  proper  care  and  management,  a ward  for  accidents  would  be 
of  use. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  damp  house,  which  also  serves  as  a residence  for  the 
medical  man’s  assistant ; it  contains  six  rooms,  three  small  bed-rooms,  a kitchen,  and  two 
front  rooms,  one  of  which  is  the  dispensary,  the  other  is  the  assistant  surgeon’s  private 
apothecaiy’s  shop,  in  which  he  sells  medicine  for  his  own  profit ; this  house  is  held  at  will, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  18  Z. 

The 
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The  chief  medical  officer  is  a physician  of  Edinburgh  and  a surgeon,  possessing  also  a mid- 
wifery certificate  from  the  Lying-in  Hospital  at  Dublin ; he  resides  at  Tuam,  eight  miles  from 
the  dispensary,  to  which  he  was  appointed  14  years  since ; he  does  not  hold  any  other  appoint- 
ment, but  is  allowed  private  practice.  The  times  of  attendance  are  on  Mondays  from 
12  to  6 ; but  those  days  are  sometimes  omitted,  though  the  medical  attendant  said  he  was 
quite  sure  he  had  attended  52  times  within  the  last  year.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  were 
informed  on  the  spot  that  the  dispensary  was  always  shut  from  Monday  to  Monday,  and  that 
in  the  interval  neither  advice  or  medicine  can  be  obtained  unless  purchased  at  the  shop  of 
the  assistant.  , . . , 

In  the  absence  of  the  medical  attendant  the  duty  is  done  by  his  assistant,  who  never 
passed  any  examination,  and  did  not  even  serve  his  time  to  any  regular  apothecary,  has  never 
been  in  the  Dublin  or  any  other  university  to  attend  lectures,  and  has  no  ostensible  qualifi- 
cations ; this  person  is  always  supposed  to  be  on  the  spot,  and  by  him  the  medicines  are 
dispensed. 

The  chief  medical  officer  receives  100  Z.  a year,  without  any  additional  allowance,  and  his 
^sistant  SO  1.  a year,  with  an  allowance  of  4 /.  6 s.  8 d.  for  a servant,  and  6 L for  firing  for  the 
shop,  which,  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  was  so  exceedingly 
damp  that  the  medicines  were  spoiling,  and  from  the  appearance  of  the  grate,  it  evidently  had 
not  been  used  for  a fire  for  a very  long  time ; he  has  also  an  allowance  for  horse  hire,  which 

amounted  in  1832  to  8/.  125.,  in  1833  to  7Z.  10s.,  and  in  1834  to  5Z.  125. 

The  assistant  was  appointed  by  the  chief  surgeon.  There  are  not  individuals  in  thisimme- 
diate  neighbom-hood  capable  of  paying  for  advice  sufficient  in  number  to  induce  a medical 
man  to  reside,  independent  of  the  dispensary. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  was  damp,  dirty  and  slovenly  in  the  extreme, 
and  contained  a very  miserable  supply  of  medicine;  in  fact,  there  was  not  three  pounds  worth 
of  medicine  there,  if  a large  cask  of  Glauber  salts,  and  a quarter  cask,  said  to  contain 
molasses,  be  excepted;  there  was  some  quinine,  but  no  opium  or  tincture  of  any  kind  ; the 
drawers  were  without  either  labels  or  numbers,  and  contained  only  rubbish ; many  of  the 
labelled  bottles  were  empty,  and  some  without  label  or  stopper  contained  destructive  and 
poisonous  drugs,  such  as  sulphuric  acid  and  corrosive  sublimate.  The  few  medicines  in  the 
pharmacy  were  spoiling  from  damp,  yet,  as  before  stated,  there  evidently  had  been  no  fire 
there  for  months  past,  although  “ turf  andlard”  were  chaiged  6l.  10s.  for  last  year;  and 
as  to  lard,  there  was  not  a particle  of  ointment  of  any  kind  to  be  seen.  The  medical  officer's 
assistant  keeps  a miserable  little  shop  in  another  room  of  the  dispensary  house,  in  which  he 
sells  medicine  for  liis  own  profit ; he  was  absent  at  the  fair  of  Ballinasloe  at  the  period  of  tlie 
visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  and  the  medical  officer  thought  he  recognized  in  his 
shop  the  tincture  of  opium  bottle  which  ought  to  have  been  in  the  dispensary,  but  remarked, 
that  as  the  assistant  had  his  private  medicines  from  the  dispensary  druggist,  he  could  not  be 
sure  of  the  fact.  The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.  of  Dublin,  and  are 
paid  for  by  the  medical  officer;  they  are  placed  under  the  care  of  the  assista.nt,  who  is 
responsible  for  them,  and  on  no  account  allowed  to  sell  them,  those  kept  by  him  for  sale 
being  placed  in  an  adjoining  apartment.  There  had  been  a pretty  fair  supply  of  surgical 
instruments,  but  the  amputating  case  was  nearly  if  not  utterly  unserviceable  from  lust,  Irom 
the  effects  of  damp  and  want  of  care.  Leeches  are  not  afforded  to  patients,  nor  is  there 
any  stock  of  vaccine  matter  kept.  The  surgeon  does  not,  and  would  not,  inoculate  with 
small-pox  matter.  On  the  whole,  it  would  be  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  a medical  esta- 
blishment more  miserably  provided,  or  kept  in  a more  slovenly  manner. 

There  is  no  register  which  could  be  depended  upon,  and  the  final  statements  as  to  results, 
deaths,  diseases,  &c.  have  no  document  to  certify  them,  or  any  data  from  which  they  could 
be  deduced.  There  is  indeed  a book  kept  as  a register  of  patients,  disease,  &c.  and  at  the 
end  of  each  year  a summary  is  made  out,  such  as  the  following : — 


Number  cured  - 

725 

relieved 

940 

Results  unknown 

195 

Deaths  ------ 

45 

Remaining  on  books  - - - - 

130 

Total  - - - 

2, 035* 

After  a most  diligent  search,  the  surgeon  could  not  point  out  any  note  or  observation  from 
which  the  elements  of  this  summaiy  could  have  been  collected ; the  numbers  set  down 
therefore  appeared  to  have  been  purely  arbitrary,  but  so  arranged  as  to  form  a total  equal 
to  the  number  of  names  in  the  book  for  the  year;  there  were  no  dates  either  of  months, 
weeks  or  days.  Midwifery  cases  are  not  attended  to. 

The  rule  is,  that  all  poor  persons  who  apply  shall  receive  advice  and  medicine,  and  the 
institution  possesses  the  means  of  affording  assistance  in  cases  of  accident ; there  is  not  any 
practitioner  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  this  institution.  Poor  lying-in 

women 
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Connaught. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
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Dunmore 
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Other  medical 
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Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion 


Extern  Patients. 


• This  number  does  nut  correspond  with  the  written  replies  sent  by  the  medical  officers  in  answer  to 
the  queries  of  the  Commission. 
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Dispensaries. 

Connaught, 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  U.u. 

J.  R.  Cotrie,  esq.,  m.  b. 

Dunmore 

Dispensary. 


Intern  Patients. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 


Officers  not  . 
medical. 
Attendants. 
Funds  and 
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Expenditure. 
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women  are  attended  by  country  midwires,  nevertheless  accidents  are  seldom  heard  of. 
Vaccination  is  not  performed  at  this  dispensary,  and  the  poor  have  but  little  confidence  in 
its  efEcacy.  Small-pox,  however,  does  not  much  prevail  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Wine  and  other  extras  are  afforded,  at  the  discretion  of  either  the  medical  man  or  his 
assistant,  and  when  required  are  purchased  from  any  neighbouring  dealer  j there  is  no 
charity  in  the  neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  can  be  given. 

The  surgeon  mentioned  the  lodging  of  patients  upon  whom  surgical  operations  are  per- 
formed in  the  village  as  an  item  of  expenditure,  but  could  not  recollect  one  patient  under, 
such  circumstances  within  the  last  two  years,  and  people  resident  on  the  spot  said  they 
never  heard  of  such  a thing,  and  the  surgeon  afterwards  acknowledged  he  had  committed 
“ a mistake”  in  havmg  mentioned  this. 

The  general  management  of  the  institution  is  left  entirely  to  the  surgeon,  without  rules  or 
regulations  or  meetmgs  of  governors,  in  whom  every  thing  connected  with  the  charity 
appeared  to  centre;  who  was  in  himself  chief  medical  officer,  collector  of  subscriptions, 
and  treasurer. 

The  only  officer,  not  medical,  is  the  treasurer ; and  religious  belief  does  not  exclude  a 
person  from  becoming  an  officer. 

There  is  an  allowance  of  4 /.  6 s.  Qd.  for  an  attendant,  without  board  or  lodging. 

The  subscriptions  to  this  chaiity  were  stated  by  the  surgeon  to  have  been,  for  each  of  the 
last  three  years,  110  Z.  lOs.,  one  item  (“subscriptions”)  to  that  amount  being  entered  in  the 
treasurer’s  book  for  each  of  these  years.  The  treasurer,  as  the  Assistant- Commissioners 
were  informed,  has  hitherto  made  the  usual  oath  or  declaration  to  be  laid  before  the  grand 
jury,  as  to  the  correctness  of  these  accounts,  and  an  equivalent  has  been  regularly  granted 
thereupon  in  aid  of  this  dispensary,  making  the  annual  income  of  the  charity  for  the  years 
stated,  221  if. ; the  sum  of  the  annual  subscriptions,  it  will  be  seen,  has  been  exactly  the 
same,  yet  several  of  the  subscribers  (as  the  surgeon  afterwards  stated)  had  been  defaulters, 
and  that  he  had  not  received  more  than  SOZ.  or  40Z.  of  the  nominal  annual  subscription  of 
llOZ.,  and  that,  of  the  whole  list  of  40  subscribers,  not  more  than  four  or  five  individuals 
pay.  The  surgeon  also  stated,  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  making  up  these  deficiencies,. 
whatever  they  may  amount  to,  from  his  own  puTse,  and  that  he  always  takes  care  that  the 
treasurer  shall  receive  the  full  amount  specified  in  the  declaration,  taking  upon  himself  the 
risk  of  being  repaid  his  advances  by  the  defaulting  subscribers.  There  was  no  official  list 
of  subscribers  or  governors  in  the  treasurer’s  book,  nor  could  the  surgeon  furnish  any  original 
list.  He  produced  one,  however,  which  he  said  was  authentic,  and  upon  going  over  it  with 
him,  name  by  name  (amongst  which  were  those  of  two  of  his  brothers,  and  his  own),  he 
acknowledged  that  the  deficiencies  of  payment  last  year  amounted  to  more  than  30  Z.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  comity  Galway  was  assessed  last  year,  in  aid  of  this  charity,  in  at  least 
30  Z.  more  than  the  nominal  subscribers  contributed  to  its  funds. 

The  book  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  charity  were  kept,  called  the  treasurer’s  book, 
is  never  out  of  the  possession  of  the  medical  officer  or  his  assistant ; the  entries  were  made 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  latter,  but  are  sometimes  altered  by  the  fomer,  after  the  balance 
had  been  struck  ; nevertheless,  at  the  foot  of  the  only  account  where  an  instance  of  such  an 
alteration  was  observed  (and  which  account  is  manifestly  wrong,  independently  of  larger  sums 
being  substituted  for  smaller)  there  is  a certificate,  said  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
treasurer,  certifying,  that  the  account  had  been  examined  and  foimd  coirect ; the  charges, 
entered  in  this  book,  appeared  to  be  shaped  to  square  with  the  apparent  income ; thus, 
“ carriao-e  of  medicine,”  is  charged  for  the  two  years  ended  in  June,  1832  and  1833, 
12Z.  9s.°6(Z.,  which,  at  the  rate  of  3s.  per  cwt.  (the  rate  paid,  according  to  one  carman’s  re- 
ceipt, for  carriage  of  9 cwt.,  produced),  would  show  that  fom-  tons  and  two  cwt.  of  drugs 
had  been  received  at  this  dispensary  within  the  two  years  mentioned. 

The  following  are  correct  copies  of  statements  of  expenditure  for  the  three  past  years,  fur- 
nished to  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

—1832.— 


Dr. 

To  amount  of  County  Grants 


£.  j.  d. 
no  lo  - 


To  amount  of  Subscriptions  - - no  lo  - 

221  - - 


To  Balance  in  Treasurer’s  bands  - 11-7 


£.232  - 7 


Ct. 

To  Pliysician’s  Salary  ... 
Apothecary’s  do.  . - - 

Medicine  Bill  - - • . 

Carriage  of  do.  - 
House  Rent  - . - 

Lard  and  Turf  . - - - 

Porter’s  Hire  . - - . 

Printing  Notices  ... 
Mr.  Kelly’s  Bill  for  Calico,  Wine,  &c. 
Postage  and  Stamps  ... 
Horse  Hire  .... 


£.  *.  d. 
30  - - 

42  - - 

5 12  - 
18  - - 
36- 
468 

- 5 - 
7 I - 

- 17  - 
812- 


219  19  8 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  - iq  - 11 


£.232  - 7 


1833. 
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To  amount  of  County  Grants 
To  amount  of  Subscriptions 
Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands 


£.  £• 
no  10 


233  - J 

3 


£.236  12 


£.  s.  d. 

Physician’s  Salary  - - - 100  - - 

Apothecary’s  do.  - - - 30  - - ; 

Medicine  Bill  - - - • 59  3 

Carriage  of  do.  ~ - - - 6 17  6 

Rent  of  House  - - - -.18-  — 

Porter’s  Wages  - - - - 4 G 8 

Lard  and  Turf  - - - - 38- 

Printing  Notices  . - - 

Amount  of  Kelly’s  Bill,  Calico,  Wine,l 
Vinegar  - - - f 

Postage  and  Stamps  - 
Horse  Hire  .... 


5 - 

8 4 


£.  236  12  -J 


—18  3 4.— 


To  amount  of  County  Grants 
To  amount  of  Subscriptions  - 


£.  j. 

- no  10 


£.221  - - 


By  Balance  due  Treasurer  on  last  ac- 
count * - 

Physician's  Salary  - - . 

Apothecary’s  do.  - - - 

Medicine  Bill  .... 
Carriage  of  do.  - - - - 

House  Rent  - 

Porter 

Amount  of  Kelly’s  Bill  for  Calico, 
&c.  - - - 

Turf  and  Lard  - 

Postage  and  Stamps  - 

Horse  Hire 


7 9 
6 8 


215  14  8 

Balance  remaining  in  Treasurers'! 

lands  - - - . .]■  6 5 4 


In  this  county  (Galway),  as  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  informed  by  a grand  juror, 
the  money,  purporting  to  be  the  amount  of  subscriptions  for  the  year,  whether  these  sub- 
scriptions be  hona  fide  contributed  by  the  su'bscrihers  whose  names  are  given  in  as  such, 
or  made  up  by  an  individual  interested  in  the  concem>  must  be  lodged,  witli  the  equivalent 
given  by  the  grand  jury,  in  the  bank  at  Galway,  payalole  to  the  order  of  the  respective  dis- 
pensary committees,  and  not  to  the  order  of  the  treasurer  only ; but  this  measure  of  pre- 
caution affords  but  little  or  no  security  against  the  abuses  described  in.tbe  foregoing  report, 
which  have  been  so  clearly  proved,  and  so  fully  confirmed,  by  the  admissions  of  the  chief 
medical  officer,  that  they  leave  so  little  doubt  that  they  have,  and  still  do,  exist  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  charity,  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  feel  compelled  to  report  them, 
although  the  task  is  rendered  exceedingly  painful  to  them,  because  the  conclusions  re- 
sulting from  these  facts  bear  heavily  upon  individual  charactet. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Thomas  BERMiifGHAM,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Eyre,  rector.—  ——Montgomery,  esq. — The 
Medical  Attendant. 

On  this  dispensary  there  are  seven  parishes  depending  ; the  amount  of  population  of  this 
large  district  could  not  be  given ; it  is,  however,  very  great.  There  is  no  medical  institution* 
within  six  miles,  and  the  medical  attendant  is  liable  to  be  summoned  to  a distance  of  seven 
miles.  The  establishment  of  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  might  be  attached  a hos- 
pital 


*■  A private  dispensary  has  just  been  built  by  the  agent,  and  at  Ifae  expense  of  a nobleman,  who  is  a 
large  landed  proprietor  in  this  cout;ty,  for  the  use  of  the  tenantry  on  an  estate  lately  purchased  by  him, 
a*id  it  is  to  ouen  after  the  ensuing  spring  assizes. 
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pital  for  the  accommodation  of  ferer  cases  or  bad  accidents,  would  confer  a great  benefit  on 
the  poor. 

The  dispensary  is  kept  in  a small  house  in  one  of  the  streets  of  the  town  of  Eyrecourt, 
which  is  held  at  an  annual  rent  of  4f.  4s. ; it  comprises  two  rooms,  one  serving  as  a waiting 
room,  the  other  as  a shop,  which  are  found  sufficiently  convenient  for  the  purpose. 

The  chief  officer,  a gentleman  about  27  years  of  age,  is  a member  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  London,  and  a licentiate  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin;  he  was  appointed  at 
the  establishment  of  the  institution  in  1832,  previous  to  which  period  he  was  pursuing  his 
professional  studies  in  London ; he  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  attends  tlie  military  who 
are  quartered  in  the  district ; he  is  allowed  private  practice ; the  days  of  attendance  at  the 
dispensary  are  Mondays  and  Fridays  ; he  is  not  a master  apothecary,  but  keeps  an  apothe- 
cary’s shop  in  the  town.  There  is  no  one  resident  on  the  spot  to  atford  immediate  relief  in 
case  of  accident ; the  medicines  are  usually  dispensed  by  an  assistant,  who  is  an  apprentice  to 
the  chief  medical  officer.  ^ 

Tlie  chief  medical  officer  receives  80 1.  per  annum  from  the  general  funds  of  the  charity, 
without  allowances  of  any  kind;  his  assistant  has  a yearly  sEuary  of  loZ.  from  the  same 
funds. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged,  the 
medicines  are  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  appeared  to  be  of  good  quality ; those  also  of  a 
more  expensive  and  delicate  nature  are  employed : they  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & 
Geoige,  Dublin,  and  cost 

in  1832  - - - - £.27  17  S 

in  1833  - - - - 24  - 4 

The  medicine  room  is  locked,  and  the  key  is  in  the  possession  of  the  chief  medical  officer 

during  his  absence  from  the  dispensary.  No  medicines  are  sold  under  any  circumstances 

at  the  dispensary,  such  as  are  intended  for  private  practice  being  kept  at  the  house  or  shop 
of  the  medical  officer ; the  accounts  were,  however,  examined,  and  found  not  to  tally  with  the 
very  imperfect  series  of  invoices,  said  to  be  the  only  ones  preserved ; and  it  appeared  that 
there  was  no  entry  of  Epsom  or  Glauber  salts  in  any  invoice  shown  for  these  years,  and  that 
there  were  none  then  actually  in  the  pharmacy,  although  it  had  been  just  stated  by  the 
medical  officer  that  the  annual  consumption  of  that  article  in  this  dispensary  was  more  than 
two  cwt. ; search  was  then  made  by  the  medical  officer  in  his  own  shop,  and  an  invoice  was 
discovered  for  July  of  that  year,  for  that  quantity  of  salts,  and  he  then  admitted  that  the 
salts  belonging  to  the  dispensary  were  kept,  and  then  actually  were,  in  his  own  private 
shop.  Whilst  making  the  above  observations,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  do  not  mean  to 
prefer  any  charge  against  the  medical  officer,  but  the  remark  is  almost  unavoidable,  that  the 
vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  contributed  by  charitable  individuals,  and  that  also 
which  is  assessed  upon  the  county  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor,  ought  to  be  considered  of 
too  much  importance  to  be  wilfully  destroyed  or  allowed'  to  perish  from  neglect.  Leeches 
are  not  supplied  to  patients  from  this  dispensary.  Vaccine,  matter  may  be  obtained  of 
the  medical  officer,  who  does  not  inoculate  with  small-pox,  nor  does  he  approve  of  its  being 
practised. 

A register  of  the  patient’s  name,  disease  and  residence,  with  the  name  of  recommender, 
appears  to  be  correctly  kept  by  the  medical  officer ; and  is  itself  periodically  laid  before  the 
grand  jury.  No  capital  operations  have  been  performed  at  this  dispensary,  and  midwifery 
cases  are  not  attended. 

All  poor  persons,  with  or  without  a subscriber  s ticket,  are  considered  entitled  to  advice 
and  medicine,  but  no  subscribers  are  ever  attended,  their  subscriptions  being  paid  without 
any  contract  or  stipulation  whatever ; however,  tlie  abuse  of  persons  not  in  circumstances 
to  require  gratuitous  assistance,  participating  in  the  benefits  of  this  charity,  does  exist,  to  a 
certain  extent. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution  on  the  days  of  attendance,  and  are  also  visited 
in  any  part  of  the  district,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  Tlie  prescriptions  used  at  this 
dispensary  are  not  entered  in  any  book,  nor  are  neighbouring  practitioners  allowed  to  have 
theirs  made  up  here.  In  lying-in  cases  the  poor  are  generally  attended  by  midwives,  who 
have  no  education  whatever,  but  possess  some  little  skill. 

The  medical  officer  vaccinates  all  the  poor  who  apply,  and  they  attend  in  considerable 
numbers  for  t^s  purpose ; the  results  are  favourable,  though  there  is  a good  deal  of  small- 
pox in  the  neighbourhood,  and  cases  of  secondary  small-pox  ai-e  known  to  occur. 

Wine  and  other  extras  are  not  afforded  by  this  institution,  nor  is  there  any  charity  in  this 
district  on  which  an  order  for  such  could  be  given. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  institution  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of 
one  guinea  and' upwards,  exclusively  of  the  medical  or  salaried  officers;  nor  is  there  any 
person,  ex  officio,  in  the  principal  direction. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  composed  of  five  subscribers,  who  meet  once  in  the  year 
to  pass  the  accounts. 

The  sole  officer,  not  medical,  is  the  treasurer. 

There  is  an  attendant  in  the  house,  who  has  the  lodging  rent-free  for  taking  cai-e  of  the 
building. 

The 
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The  only  printed  rules  in  existence  were  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  original  foi-mation 
of  the  charity,  namely,  first  recognizing  the  necessity  of  establishing  a dispensary,  appoint- 
ing “ a regular  surgeon  ” to  it,  and  soliciting  subscriptions  “ for  carrymg  same  into  effect ; 
secondly,  ®that  this  “ dispensary  be  under  the  control  of  a committee  of  the  neighbounng 
gentlemen,  to  be  elected  annually,  and  that  a treasurer  and  secretary  be  also  ^pomted ; ” 
and  thirdly,  the  appointment  of  a treasurer  and  a secretary  accordingly.  This  dispict 
affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to  assist  m a more  minute  investiga- 
tion of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

A list  of  subscribers  was  shown  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  existence  of  this  charity  does  not  depend  on  any  one  or  two  principal  subscribers  or 
families. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  then  deposited  in  the  bank  of  Galway. 

The  expenditure  for  the  years  1832  and  1833  was  stated  to  be  as  follows : 

1832;  Salary  to  Surgeon  - 

Dispensary  Furniture  _ - - 

Medicines  - - - - - 

Printing  and  Stamp  - - - - 

Postage  and  Freight  - - - - 

Half-year’s  salary  to  Assistant  - 

£.j  114  7 ~i 


£.  s.  d, 
80  - - 
3 13  11 J 
23  17  7 
1 10  - 
- 5 6 

5 - - 


1833:  Medical  Attendant  - - - - 

Compounder  - 

Medicines  and  Carriage  - - - 

Postage  - - - - 

Stamp  for  Presentment  _ - 

Balance  due  Treasurer  on  last  account 


£.  s. 

80  - 
10  - 
25  - 

- 3 

- 6 
7 7 


£.  I 122  15 


d. 

4 


4 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Dr.  Bodkin.— R.  Bukge,  esq Very  Rev.  Warden  Daly— Rev.  John  D’Arcv.— John 

Ireland,  esq. — Martin  Keneoy,  esq.— P.  M.  Lynch,  esq.— Lachlin  M‘Lachlin,  esq.— 
L.  Reilly,  esq Rev.  P,  J.  Roche,  p.  p.  St.  Nicholas. — The  Medical  Attendant. 


The  population  of  the  county  of  the  town  and  town  of  Galway  amounts  to  35,000  or 
40,000  inhabitants,  and  the  medical  attendant  is  liable  to  visit  at  a distance  of  five  miles: 
I the  only  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  are  the  Galway  Fever  Hospital  and  the  Galway 
Infirmary : previous  to  the  establishment  of  this  dispensary  there  was  no  provision  for 
visiting  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes.  There  is  no  intern  accommodation  (except  m cases 
of  fevm-)  for  the  sick  poor  of  the  county  of  the  town  and  the  town  of  Galway,  they  cannot, 
even  when  meeting  with  an  accident,  he  admitted,  hy  right,  into  the  Galway  Countxj  Mospital. 
and  in  fact  they  are  not  taken  there ; it  would  be  better  to  place  local  hospitals  in  propeily 
selected  situations  in  different  parts  of  the  counties,  than  to  have  one  hospital,  be  it  ever  so 
large,  in  any  one  place.  , . , nn.  • 

^he  dispensary  is  held  in  one  of  the  principal  streets,  and  is  very  central.  There  « a 
good  shop  and  waiting-room.  The  house  is  rented  at  will  for  20  Z.  per  a,nnum.  The  _fu> 
niture  of  the  board  room  and  of  the  shop  only  belongs  to  the  charity,  and  is  quite  sumcient. 
There  is  no  intern  accommodation  for  the  patients. 

The  chief  medical  officer  appeared  to  be  a well-educated  and  talented  young  man,  and 
conducts  the  laborious  duties  of  his  situation  with  great  zeal,  kindness  and  method  : he  is 
about  27  years  of  age,  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,  also  pos- 
sessing a midwifery  certificate  from  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  from  the  Dublin  Lying-m 
Hospital.  He  resides  close  to  the  dispensary,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  July  last,  having 
been  previously  residing  and  practising  in  the  town.  He  is  allowed  private  practice,  and 
attends  at  the  dispensary  four  days  in  the  week;  viz.  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Saturday.  Patients  are  also  visited  at  their  homes  every  day  in  the  week.  The  apothecary 
is  about  40  years  of  age,  a member  of  the  Apothecaries  Hall,  Dublin.  He  does  not 
keep  an  apothecaries’ shop,  or  sell  medicines  on  his  own  account;  but  resides  a.t  the  dis- 
pensary, and  consequently  is  always  on  the  spot  to  prepare  and  dispense  the  medicines. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  paid  70 1.  per  annum  from  the  general  funds  of  the  chanty, 
without  additional  alloivances  or  perquisites  of  any  sort  or  kind.  The  apothecary  is  paid  40/., 
and  has  likewise  a free  residence  at  the  dispensary  house. 

At  the  last  election  advertisements  were  put  into  the  papers,  and  testimonials  were  re- 
quired from  the  candidates,  of  whom  there  were  three  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy. 
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There  are  nine  medical  men  resident  in  Galway  eligible  to  this  dispensary.  The  poor  know 
well  that  they  can  complain  to  a subscriber  in  case  the  medical  attendant  should  be  harsh  or 
negligent. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged.  The  medi- 
cines appeared  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  in  sufficient  quantity,  including  the  more  delicate 
sorts.  They  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Dublin,  are  ordered  by  the  apothecary, 
under  whose  care  they  are  placed,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer.  There  is  no  guarantee,  but 
the  character  of  the  medical  men,  that  inferior  medicines  are  not  introduced.  A striking 
instance  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  by  the  treasurer,  of 
, the  danger  of  permitting  medicines,  or  materials  for  preparing  them,  to  be  purchased  occa- 
sionally on  the  spot.  The  late  apothecary  brought  in  the  following  charges  for  one  year ; viz. 

j £,  s.  d. 

Medicines  purchased  in  Galway  - - - - - - I 3.3  18  3 

Lard  to  make  ointment  - - - - - - -|l9  66 

Spirits  (whiskey)  for  tinctures  - - - - - -[9  14  4 


Total  62  19  1 


The  above  charges  were  entirely  unconnected  with  the  Dublin  druggist’s  bill,  which  was  also 
large.  The  committee  resisted  the  payment  of  such  portion  of  the  above  charges  as  were 
not  directly  authorized  by  tlie  physician.  No  medicine  is  kept  for  private  practice.  A list 
of  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  dispensary  was  shown  to  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners, and  appeared  to  contain  all  tliat  are  considered  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the 
institution. 

The  instruments  would  be  lent  in  case  of  any  emergency;  but  leeches  are  not  afforded. 
There  was,  at  the  period  of  the  examination,  a supply  of  vaccine  matter  at  this  establish- 
ment, and  any  neighbouring  surgeon,  if  he  required  it,  might  be  supplied.  The  medical 
officer  does  not  himself  inoculate,  nor  does  he  approve  of  inoculation  with  small-pox. 

The  present  chief  medical  officer  received  no  books  or  documents  from  his  predecessor, 
but  he  has  begun,  and  now  keeps,  with  great  precision  and  fidelity,  a register,  which  dis- 
tinguis/res,  under  separate  headings,  first,  number  of  dispensations ; second,  name  of 
patient ; third,  age  ; fourth,  residence  ; fifth,  name  of  recommender ; sixth,  date  of  admis- 
sion ; seventh,  visits  at  their  houses  ; eighth,  results ; ninth,  disease ; tenth,  treatment ; 
eleventh,  remarks  ; from  which  the  following  is  extracted : 

First,  admissions  during  the  past  three  weeks  - - - _ _ 747 

Of  the  above  there  were,  who  had  no  tickets  -----  91 

Numbers  of  dispensations  of  medicine  - - _ _ . -1,331 

Difficult  cases  only  of  midwifery  are  attended. 

All  poor  are  entitled  to  be  attended,  provided  they  get  a ticket,  or  are  considered  sick  by 
the  surgeon ; domestic  servants  ai-e  not  in  the  habit  of  having  tickets,  and  it  is  contrary  to 
rule.  The  abuse  of  persons  gettmg  gratuitous  relief  vi'ho  are  not  in  circumstances  to  require 
it,  does  exist,  but  is  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible ; it  is  not  absolutely  requisite  that 
a ticket  should  be  produced  to  obtain  aid,  and  in  all  cases  one  signature  is  sufficient ; the 
limitation  as  to  the  number  of  tickets  allowed  to  each  subscriber  of  a guinea  is  32per  annum, 
by  rule,  but  this  is  not  strictly  adhered  to  in  practice.  The  medical  officer  does  not  attend 
cases  of  fever,  all  such  being  handed  over  to  the  Fever  Hospital. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  visited  as  often  as  requisite  at  their  homes. 
The  institution  possesses  splints  and  bandages,  but  no  other  means  of  affording  assistance  in 
cases  of  accident.  The  usual  prescriptions  are  entered  in  the  book,  and  those  of  neighbouring 
practitioners  are  authorized  to  be  made  up  here.  All  prescriptions  for  the  poor  by  the  recog- 
nized physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  town  ai’e  made  gratuitously  at  the  pharmacy  of  this 
dispensary,  but  these  prescriptions  are  said  to  be  few  in  number.  There  are  only  one  or  two 
midwives  at  all  educated  in  this  town.  Vaccination  is  only  beginning  to  be  used  here ; the 
medical  men  have  a good  opinion  of  vaccination  : small-pox  always  exists,  more  or  less,  in 
the  neighbourhood ; the  poor  have  no  confidence  in  vaccination.  A physician  present  said, 
he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  using  vaccine  matter  from  both  London  and  Dublin,  and  has  an 
equally  good  opinion  of  both. 

Wine  and  other  extras,  such  as  diet,  and  even  lodging,  are  afforded  in  extreme  cases, 
under  the  special  sanction  of  a committee  summoned  for  the  purpose,  but  there  is  no  charity 
in  the  neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  such  relief;  a nurse  tender  is  also 
occasionally  provided.^  The  Rev.  Mr.  D’Arcy,  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  one  of  the  committee  of 
governors  of  this  institution,  a gentleman  who  is  most  active  in  all  the  benevolent  charities 
of  the  town,  stated  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  a fact  which  he  had  himself  witnessed 
in  June  1822,  affording  a melancholy  illustration  of  the  dreadful  sufferings  to  which  the  poor 
in  this  country  are  exposed  from  the  occasional  failure  of  their  precarious  and  perishable 
food,  the  potato,  and  tlie  almost  inevitable  consequences,  famine  and  pestilence.  He  met 
a wretchedly  emaciated  pauper  in  tlie  street,  who  had  wandered  in  delirium  or  fled  from  the 
house  of  fever  and  death ; he  followed  the  wretched  being,  and  was  conducted  to  a dwelling, 
where  he  found  fourteen  dead  bodies,  three  of  which  were  in  one  bed,  and  one  of  these  last 
putrid,  all  at  the  time  unknown  to  the  existing  authorities. 

This  institution  lias  been  but  lately  rescued  and  thoroughly  regenerated  from  a state  of 
great  confusion  and  abuse  into  which  it  had  fallen  during  the  administration  of  the  late 
apothecary.  It  was  found  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  to  be 

well 
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well  looked  after  by  the  governors,  and  conducted  in  a most  satisfactory  manner.  The 
general  management  rests  with  the  guinea  and  upwards  subscribers ; salaried  officers  not 
beino-  governors,  and  the  institution  has  not  been  left  essentially  to  the  management  of  the 
surgeon  nor  is  any  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  dhection.  An  annual  general  meeting 
of  lie  subscribers  is  held  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  accounts,  electing  officers,  and 
appointing  a managing  committee,  but  no  vote  is  allowed  by  proxy ; at  these  meetings  40  or 
50  generally  attend.  , , . , - ^ , , • , ■ 

There  is  a managing  committee  annually  elected,  winch  consisted  at  the  penod  ot  tins 
examination  of  six  gentlemen  chosen  from  the  list  of  subscribers,  and  certain  others,  being 
trustees  for  the  funded  property  of  the  charity,  are  also,  ex  officio,  on  the  committee. 

The  president,  vice-president,  secretaiy  and  treasurer  are  the  officers  not  medical.  Minutes 
of  the  proceedings  at  the  meetings  of  the  committee  are  kept.  An  instance  has  occurred 
of  the  removal  of  a physician  and  of  an  apothecary. 

There  is  one  attendant  connected  with  the  institution. 

Reports  are  annually  printed.  This  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons 
able  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

Reports  for  the  years  1 827  and  1 S28  were  furnished  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  but  none 
of  a more  recent  date.  By  the  list  of  subscribers,  it  appeared  that  this  charity  does  not 
depend  on  any  one  or  two  principal  subscribers,  and  is  not  likely  to  cease  to  exist ; a sum  of 
500/.  is  invested  in  government  security,  in  the  names  of  certain  trustees,  members  of  tjie 
managing  committee  of  and  for  the  benefit  of  this  charity. 

The  funds  required  for  annual  use  are  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer. 

There  is  no  medical  or  surgical  instruction  afforded  at  this  institution. 


Dispensaries. 

Connaught^ 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  t.ikenby 
SirD.  Barry,  ji.d. 

J.  R.  Cortie,  esq.,  m.  b.. 

Galviny 

Dispensary. 


Officers  not  medical. 


Attendants. 

Reports. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 


Custody. 

Medical  and  sur- 
gical Instiuction. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination.  '■ 

Ghnnamadda 

Rev.  Mr,  Burke,  parish  priest. — Mr.  Welch.— The  Medical  Attendant.  Dispensary. 

The  population  of  this  district  cannot  be  given ; the  medical  attendant  resides  at_Tuam,  Population  and 
14  miles  distant  from  the  dispensary,  and  as  the  district  includes  a radius  of  eight  rniles,  he  Extent  of  Country, 
is  liable  to  be  summoned  22  miles  fi’om  his  own  residence,  which  would  sometimes  give  him  Building,  Furniture 
44  Irish  miles  to  travel  for  one  dispensary  patient.  The  assistant,  who  resides  at  the_  dis-  aod  Grounds, 
pensary,  may  be  called  on  at  any  moment  to  a distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles  ; there  is  no 
other  medical  establishment  within  six  miles.*  If  a hospital  for  the  reception  of  bad  ac- 
cidents and  cases  of  fever  were  established,  it  would  be  very  beneficial  on  the  poor  of  the 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a decent  house  by  the  side  of  the  road ; there  is  some  little  space 
allotted  to  patients  while  waiting  for  advice  j the  rbom  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is 
abed-room  belonging  to  the  family  who  occupy  the  house.  r.  i ■ -j 

For  the  house,  to  which  a stable  is  attached,  and  the  ground,  an  annual  rent  of  7 1.  is  paid 
by  the  institution. 

The  principal  medical  attendant  Is  about  60  years  of  aee,  a master  apothecary  and  ac-  Medical  Officer., 
coucheur  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin,  who  resides  at  Tuam,  distant  14  miles  from  the 
dispensary,  where  he  practises  his  profession,  and  did  so  previously  to  his  appointment  to  the 
institution,  which  took  place  at  its  establishment  in  the  year  1829  ; he  attends  once  m the 
week,  and  holds  no  other  appointment. 

His  assistant,  aged  about  28  years,  was  an  apprentice  at  Fermoy,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  Other  medical 
but  has  not  passed  an  examination  for  any  description  of  medical  certificate  or  degree ; but  Officers, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Burke,  P.  P.,  who  lives  close  by,  and  devotes  some  attention  to  the  working  of 
the  charity,  assures  us  that  this  assistant  gives  great  satisfaction,  and  does  much  good 
amom^st  the  poor ; the  medical  officer  assured  the  Assistant  Commissioners  that  a qualified 
man  o)uld  not  be  induced  to  reside  in  the  disti-ict  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  income  of 
the  charity ; and  there  was  no  medical  man  resident  nearer  than  seven  or  eight  miles ; 
he  dispenses  the  medicines,  and  is  expected  to  be  constantly  at  the  dispensary-house,  in 
which  he  has  lodgings. 

The  chief  medical  officer’s  salary  is  the  balance  of  the  dispensary  funds,  after  all  the  ex-  Payments, 
penses  have  been  defrayed,  it  varies,  consequently;  in  1832,  he  received  70/.,  ml833,75/. 

The  assistant  is  paid  a sum  of  25  /.  per  annum,  with  lodgings  free  in  the  dispensary-house, 
together  with  about  an  acre  and  a half  of  land  attached. 

The  chief  medical  officer  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  at  the  first  formation  Election, 
of  the  institution  ; the  assistant  by  the  medical  officer,  but  with  the  consent  and  approbation 
of  the  committee. 

The  medicines  are  kept  in  a press  neatly  arranged,  in  the  assistant’s  bed-room ; the  bottles  Pharmacy. 

&c.,  were  in  good  order;  the  medicines,  which  appeared  to  he  of  a good  description,  are  sup- 
plied by  Messrs.  Lightfoot  & Co.,  Dublin,  they  cost  about  27  /.  per  annum,  which  is  paid  by 


* There  ia  a purely  private  dispensary,  maintained  solely  at  the  expense  of  the  Protestant  clergyman 
of  the  united  parish , who  pays  a medical  gentleman  for  coming  once  or  twice  a week  Irom  i uam. 
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the  treasurer ; no  medicines  belonging  to  the  dispensary  are  sold,  such  as  are  intended  for 
sale  being  kept  in  a separate  shop ; those  of  a delicate  and  expensive  nature  are  not  much 
used.  The  institution  possesses  no  other  instruments  than  dentist’s  and  a small  pocket  case. 
Leeches  are  supplied,  when  required,  at  an  average  expense  of  30s.  annually;  vaccine 
matter  is  kept  at  the  institution,  but  not  given  away ; the  operation  is  not  performed,  as  the 

Sle  have  no  confidence  in  it ; the  medical  attendant  does  not,  and  will  not,  inoculate 
sm'all-pox. 

There  were  no  documents  of  any  kind  connected  with  this  dispensary  produced  to  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  except  a register,  specifying  the  patient’s  name,  age,  name  of  re- 
commender  and  treatment,  as  well  as  the  result  of  each  case,  which  register  is  laid  before 
the  grand  jury.  There  have  been  no  capital  operations  performed  within  last  three  years, 
and  but  few  cases  of  midwifery  attended;  the  females  in  tliis  district  having  a decided  ob- 
jection to  a male  practitioner. 

Any  poor  person  residing  in  the  district  is  entitled  to  relief  on  presenting  a ticket,  which 
is,  however,  easily  obtained,  as  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient,  and  the  number 
which  each  can  issue  unlimited. 

The  domestic  servants  in  the  neighbourhood  are  not  attended  from  the  charity,  nor  do  any 
persons  attempt  to  participate  in  its  advantages  whose  circumstances  do  not  require  gra- 
tuitous relief. 

Extern  patients  only  are  attended,  and  are  to  be  visited  in  any  part  of  the  district  at  any 
hour  of  the  day  or  night.  In  cases  of  fractured  limbs  or  other  accidents,  this  institution 
does  not  possess  the  necessary  insti'uments  for  affording  relief.  No  prescriptions  are  written, 
nor  any  neighbouring  practitioner  authorized  to  have  theii'  prescriptions  made  up  at  the 
dispensary. 

Wine,  or  any  other  extra,  is  never  supplied  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  and  there  is  not 
in  the  district  any  institution  on  which  the  medical  officers  can  give  an  order  for  food,  clothing 
or  fuel. 

This  charity  has  not  been  left  essentially  under  the  management  of  the  surgeon.  Its 
managers  generally  are  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards,  and  there  is  no  person, 
ex  officio,  in  its  principal  direction. 

It  has  a committee  of  seven  or  eight,  who  meet  once  a year  to  inspect  and  pass  the 
accounts ; minutes  of  their  meetings  and  proceedings  are  kept,  and  a written  report  of  the 
admissions,  discharges,  relief,  rate  of  mortality,  &c.,  and  of  the  average  expense  of  each 
patient  is  made  to  tfiem  at  their  annual  meeting. 

The  only  officer,  not  medical,  is  the  treasurer,  in  consequence  of  whose  absence  no 
statement  of  items  of  expenditure,  or  other  book  or  account  belonging  to  the  charity,  with 
the  exception  of  the  register,  could  be  seen. 

No  particular  religious  creed  or  persuasion  excludes  any  person  from  being  an  officer. 
Reports  are  made,  as  already  stated,  once  in  the  year  to  the  committee. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bourke,  p.  p.,  states  that  he  does  not  think  that  persons  can  be  found  in 
this  district  to  inquire  into  and  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  poor,  for  that  in  the  year  of  scarcity, 
1831,  he  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  forming  a committee  for  the  distribution  of 
the  English  subscription ; that  charity,  he  thinks,  demoralized  the  people,  by  lowering  their 
spirit  of  independence  ; and  he  has  been  long  since  endeavouring  to  collect  20  /.  by  subscrip- 
tion, to  entitle  his  parish  to  the  usual  grant  for  building  a national  school,  but  that  he  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  accomplish  so  large  a collection. 

Particulars  relative  to  the  items  of  expenditure  could  not  be  given  in  the  absence  of  the 
treasurer,  who  resides  16  miles  from  the  dispensary;  e'^en  the  invoices  of  medicines  had 
from  the  druggists  were  said  to  be  in  his  hands.  The  medical  officer  stated  the  income  for 
the  present  year,  1834,  to  be 


£.  *.  d. 

SubscrijAions  - - - - - 

71  4 - 

County  Grant  - - - - _ 

71  4 - 

£. 

142  8 - 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  are — 

£.  s.  d. 

Medicines,  about  _ . _ 

27  - - 

Assistant’s  Salary  _ - - _ 

26  - - 

House  Rent  - - - - - 

7 - - 

£. 

59  - - 

The  balance,  after  payment  of  all  expenses,  is  received,  in  lieu  of  salary,  by  the  chief 
medical  officer, 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

JoiinKirwan,  esq.,  Castlebackett.— George  Lynch,  esq. — James  D. Lynch,  esq.  postmaster.— 

Rev.  Mr.  BIeara,  rector. — Mr.  Oeen,  apothecary. — Bernard  O’Flaherty. — John  O’Fla- 

HERTY,  esq. — R.  J.  M.  St.  George,  esq.— The  Medical  Attendant. 

It  is  thought  there  are  from  20,000  to  25,000  inhabitants  in  this  district,  the  entire  poor 
of  whom  are  dependent  for  medical  relief  solely  on  the  Headford  dispensary ; the  extent  to 
which  the  medical  attendant  is  liable  to  be  called  was  stated  to  be  a distance  of  six  miles  in 
any  direction.  Although  the  dispensaries  , in  this  county  are  - tolerably  numerous,  yet  it  is 
thought  they  are  not  judiciously  placed,  as  there  are  still  large  districts  far  distant  from 
any  medical  relief ; and  the  opinion  is,  that  a district  of  10  miles  diameter,  having  such  a 
population  as  above  mentioned,  would  be  a reasonable  space  to  place  under  the  care  of  one 
medical  gentleman,  and  that  it  would  confer  a great  benefit  on  the  poor  if  an  adequate 
hospital  were  established  here  and  in  each  such  district,  with  intern  accommodation  for 
fevers  and  bad  accidents. 

The  proprietor  of  the  town  and  chief  benefactor  of  this  dispensary  has  given  the  house 
rent-free  in  which  it  is  held,  and  which  is  also  the  dwelling  of  the  medical  attendant.  The 
house  is  commodious  and  conveniently  situated ; the  shop  for  dispensing  the  medicines 
neatly  kept  and  in  good  repair,  and  an  excellent  waiting  room  adjoining.  The  gentlemen 
present  at  the  examination  were  of  opinion  that,  as  a principle,  it  may  perhaps  be  better 
that  dispensary  buildings  should  be  held  on  lease,  so  long  as  these  charities  depend  on 
subscriptions. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  about  31  years  of  age,  and  resides  at  the  house  wherein  the 
dispensary  is  held.  He  holds  a midwifery  certificate  from  the  Dublm  Lying-in  Hospital, 
and  has  gone  through  all  the  preliminaries  to  entitle  him  to  be  examined  to  obtain  a license 
from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,  and  a degree  from  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
He  was  appointed  to  this  dispensary  at  its  establishment ; he  had  been  for  six  or  seven  years 
previously  assistant  to  the  medical  officer  at  the  Tuam  dispensary.  He  holds  no  other 
appointment  at  present,  but  is  allowed  private  practice.  The  stipulated  days  for  liis 
attendance  are  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  from  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  until 
all  patients  who  attend  have  been  seen  and  prescribed  for ; his  duty  is  not  done  by  proxy, 
but  he  has  an  assistant,  who  is  a master  apothecary  and  attends  on  the  above  three  days  in 
the  week  a sufficient  time  to  make  up  and  dispense  the  medicines  prescribed. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  paid  100^.  annual  salary.  The  apothecary  15  L from  the 
general  funds  of  the  charity.  Neither  have  any  perquisite  or  allowance,  with  the  exception 
of  the  occupation  of  the  dispensary-house  as  a residence,  which  is  allowed  to  the  chief 
medical  officer,  by  the  proprietor,  at  his  private  expense.  The  apportioning  of  salaries  and 
allowances  rests  Avith  the  subscribers,  without  reference  to  the  grand  jury,  who  now  have 
veiy  little  control,  in  consideration  of  the  county  grant,  not  even  sufficient  to  prevent  an 
abuse  of  the  charity,  if  at  any  time  extravagant  or  unnecessary  allowances  were  acquiesced 
in  by  the  subscribers,  or  the  abuse  of  a man  combining  with  a few  friends  to  raise  an  insti- 
tution for  the  sake  of  a medical  appointment. 

The  present  medical  officer  was,  and  should  a vacancy  occur,  the  successful  candidate 
would  be,  elected  by  the  subscribers. 

In  case  of  any  neglect  or  harshness  to  the  patients,  or  other  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
the  medical  attendants,  the  poor  are  quite  aware  that  they  have  the  privilege  of  bringing 
their  complaint  before  any  subscriber,  and  thus  obtaining  redress. 

The  room  wherein  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged,  and  contains 
all  the  requisite  medicines  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  of  good  quality,  with  a supply  of  the 
more  delicate  and  expensive  kinds. 

These  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.  of  Dublin.  They  are  ordered  by 
the  medical  attendant,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer,  with  the  sanction  of  the  committee. 
Leeches  are  not  afforded  to  the  patients.  The  chief  medical  officer  does  not  keep  or  supply 
medicines  in  his  private  practice,  and  the  apothecaiy  keeps  a shop  in  another  part  of  the 
town,  free  from  any  contact  or  interference  with  the  dispensary  medicines.  From  February 
1833  to  February  1834,  the  medicines  cost  63^.  5s.  2j(f. ; and  within  that  period,  6,658 
patients  were  attended,  and  13,668  dispensations  of  medicine  made,  i.  e.  at  a cost  of  less 
than  2|  per  patient. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  who  attend  at  the  dispensary,  distinguishing  the  name  of  patient, 
age,  disease,  recommender  and  medicine  prescribed,  and  this  book  is  laid  before  the  grand 
jury  periodically.  An  abstract  of  the  general  medical  report  shows  that  between  the 
1st  Februaiy  1833  and  1st  February  1834,  there  were  four  amputations  performed,  and  25 
difficult  cases  of  parturition  attended  from  this  dispensary. 

' Any  poor  person  applying  would  get  medical  relief  at  the  dispensary ; but  the  rule  is,  that 
each  person  should  bring  a ticket,  to  which  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient,  and 
there  is  no  limitation  to  the  number,  under  wliich  circumstances,  coupled  with  the  non- 
observance  of  the  rule,  no  really  poor  person  requiring  medical  aid  would  fail  in  obtaining 
it,  and  attempts  at  imposing  on  the  charity  are  seldom  made.  Tliere  are  no  poor  subscribers, 
and  the  seiYants  of  the  contributors  are  not  in  the  habit  of  getting  tickets. 

All  who  are  able  must  attend  at  the  dispensary,  but  those  who  ai’e  too  ill  to  do  so  are  visited 
at  their  own  homes,  on  which  dutv  the  chief  medical  officer  is  liable  to  be  called  to  any 
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point  within  a radius  of  five  miles,  and  at  any  hour  of  day  or  night.  In  eases  of  accident, 
there  are  all  necessary  requisites  at  the  dispensary  for  affording  immediate  relief;  but  no 
neighbouring  practitioner  is  permitted  to  send  prescriptions  to  be  compounded  there.  All 
diflicult  cases  of  childbirth  are  attended  on  application.  The  poor  women  are  generally 
attended  by  midwives,  a class  of  persons  who  here  possess  no  skill  whatever,  and  accidents 
are  frequently  heard  of  fiom  their  ignorance.  On  inspection  of  the  register,  the  prescrip- 
tions entered  appeared  to  be  the  usual  remedies  applicable  to  the  cases.  Vaccine  matter  is 
always  kept  at  the  dispensary,  and  can  be  had  by  any  medical  practitioner  ; but  the  con- 
fidence of  the  poor  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  is  so  slight,  that  very  • few  children  are 
brought  to  he  infected  ; and  the  consequence  is,  that  small-pox  is  now  much  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  medical  officer  does  not,  nor  would  he  use  small-pox  matter. 

Some  vaccine  matter,  procured  from  Dublin,  failed  in  a few  instandfes,  where  the  influence 
of  the  resident  gentiy  prevailed  on  some  of  the  tenants  to  use  it.  This  circumstance  had  a 
pernicious  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  lessening  their  already  slight  confidence  in 
the  operation. 

The  medical  officer  states,  that  he  prefers  the  vaccine  matter  procured  from  London, 
which  he  finds  more  efficacious  than  any  other ; and  he  thinks  this  arises  from  the  feet,  that 
the  matter  is  sent  from  London  on  ivory  points.  Mr.  Lynch  mentions  an  example  in  his 
own  family,  where,  the  Dublin  vaccine  matter  failed,  and  the  London  matter  succeeded. 

The  dispensary  does  not  afford  wine  or  other  extras  to  the  patients,  nor  is  there  any  charity 
to  supply  food,  fuel  or  clothing  to  the  sick  poor ; but  a recommendation  for  wine,  &c.,  given 
to  the  patient  by  the  medical  officer  is  always  attended  to  by  the  neighbouring  gentry. 

There  is  no  intern  accommodation  in  the  dispensary,  but  in  some  cases  of  operation  the 
expenses  of  lodging,  &c.  for  the  patient  would  be  defrayed  out  of  the  dispensary  funds. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  and  no  per- 
son holding  office  in  the  institution  participates  in  the  principal  direction. 

There  is  a managing  committee  of  twelve,  who  meet  occasionally : these  gentlemen  examine 
and  sign,  the  treasurer’s  books  each  year,  but  no  minutes  of  their  meetings  or  proceedings 
are  recorded. 

The  sole  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer ; with  respect  to  the  mode  of  appointing  the 
non-medical  officers,  there  are  no  rules  printed.  Mr.  St.  George  states,  that  no  particular 
religiousbelief  operates  against  a candidate  as  an  exclusion  from  any  office;  the  present  medical 
officer  is  a Roman  Catholic;  sincetheestablishmentwasopened,  the  apothecary  was  changed. 

There  is  a porter  attached  to  the  institution,  whose  salary  is  5 1.  per  annum,  without  lodg- 
ing or  other  perquisites. 

A summary  of  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary  is  drawn  up  annually,  and  submitted  to  the 
subscribers  in  the  form  of  a medical  report. 

The  gentlemen  questioned  state,  that  this  a district  which  affords  a sufficient  number  of 
competent  persons,  who  would  willingly  assist  in  investigating  and  administering  to  the  wants 
of  the  poor,  in  case  it  should  yet  be  thought  expedient  to  enlarge  the  system  of  relief  afforded 
by  dispensaries. 

The  income  arises  from  the  subscriptions  and  the  grand  jury  grant.  The  charity  possesses 
no  other  property  or  source  of  income  (except  the  house  already  mentioned,  given  rent-free, 
by  the  propnetor).  It  would  be  greatly  impaired  by  one  family  withdrawing  their  subscrip- 
tion, but  it  does  not  depend  entirely  on  that  family,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  its  ceasmg  to 
exist. 

■ The  funds  are  lodged  in  the  Galway  Branch  Bank,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer,  but  can- 
not be  drawn  but  on  a check,  signed  by  the  treasurer  and  five  of  the  committee. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year,  from  1st  February  1833  to  IstFebruary  1834,  appeared  by  the 
treasurer’s  book  to  amount  to  196/.  10  s.  6^d.,the  principal  items  being  salaries  and  medicines. 

The  accounts  were  thus  stated  : — 


SubscripUons 
County  Grant  - 


£.  s.  d. 

- 123  5 - 

- 8o  17  2 


£.  204  a a 


Surgeon’s  Salary 
Apothecary’s  do. 
Porter’s  do. 
Medicines 
Carriage  of  do.  - 
Turf,  Lard,  Soap  and 
Sundries  - 


Balance  in  hand  - 


£. 

s. 

d. 

- • - j 00 

- 

- 

- 15 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

. ■ - 58 

- 

6 

2 

Stationery  - 8 

10 

6 

17 

4 

196 

10 

6| 

7 

7i 

£.  204 

2 

2 

The  treasurer  accounts  on  oath  to  the  managing  committee  at  a general  meeting,  and  again, 
if  called  upon,  before  the  grand  jury. 
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Appendix  (B.) 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Thomas  Bermingham,  esq. — Seymour  Harrison,  esq.— Rev.  Mr.  Seymour. — 

Tlie  Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  of  the  district,  for  the  accommodation  of  which  the  Killane  dispensaiy 
was  established,  is  estimated  at  from  7,000  to  10,000,  and  tlie  extent  of  the  district  is  about 
16  miles  by  10.  The  most  distant  point  to  which  the  medical  attendant  is  liable  to  visit 
mtients  is  about  eight  miles,  there  being  no  medical  institution  within  that  distance.  Mr. 
Bermingham  thinks  there  is  still  a want  of  di^ensaries  in  the  county,  and  tliat  a district  of 
six  or  eight  miles  in  diameter,  with  a population,  such  as  this  district  has,  is  as  much  as  one 
person  can  well  attend  to ; and  it  was  considered  that  it  would  be  a very  beneficial  thing  to 
have  a small  hospital  attached  to  various  country  districts. 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  a small  house,  close  to  the  road  side,  with  a small  waiting-room, 
and  all  in  good  repair ; but  there  was  no  board  or  any  mark  by  which  tlie  place  could  be 
known  to  the  public  to  be  a dispensary.  The  house  is  rented  at  6 1.  per  annum ; but,  as 
a principle,  it  would  be  best  that  the  building  were  the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  about  29  years  of  age,  and  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons in  London,  having  a midwifery  certificate  from  Dublin ; he  resides  near  the  institu- 
tion ; previous  to  his  appointment  he  practised  his  profession  in  Ballinasloe,  and  is  still 
allowed  private  practice  j the  days  on  w’hich  he  attends  at  the  dispensary  are  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  from  10  o’clock  until  all  applicants  are  seen.  He  has  no  assist- 
ant to  afford  relief  in  case  of  accident,  but  dispenses  the  medicines  himself. 

The  medical  officer’s  salary  is  90 Z., which  is  paid  from  the  general  funds  of  tlie  charity; 
should  the  subscribers  choose  to  authorize  salaries  or  allowances  higher  than  are  requisite  to 
obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  the  grand  jury  have  control  by  diminishing  the  grant. 

The  present  surgeon  of  this  dispensary  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  and  there  is  no 
other  medical  man  in  the  district ; it  is  considered  that,  independently  of  the  dispensary 
emolument,  this  district  is  not  capable  of  supporting  a medical  gentleman.  The  medical 
officer  bears  a very  high  character  amongst  all  those  of  the  surrounding  gentry  with  whom 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing,  both  as  an  officer  of  tills 
charity  and  as  a private  practitioner. 

Tlie  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  very  small,  but  rather  conveniently  arranged, 
and  the  quality  of  the  medicines  seemed  good,  and  the  supply  sufficient,  but  they  are  not 
veiy  neatly  kept;  the  more  delicate  medicines  appeared  to  be  used.  Whenever  medi- 
cines are  required,  the  medical  officer  makes  out  a bst,  which  he  gives  to  the  treasurer,  who 
orders  and  pays  for  them.  The  medicines  at  present  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & 
George,  Dublin ; the  cost  for  medicines  for  each  of  the  last  Ihree  years  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

£.  s.  d. 

For  the  year  1832  - - - - - 88  17  4 

— ‘ 1833  45  69 

— 1834  46  - 10 

There  are  no  medicines  for  private  practice  kept. 

The  only  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution  consists  of  a cupping  apparatus 
and  lancets,  consequently  the  surgeon  is  obliged  to  use  his  own  instruments  ; and  leeches 
cannot  be  afforded. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  the  name,  age  and  residence  of  the  patient,  the  name  of  the 
recommender,  and  the  medicines  prescribed ; but  this  register  is  not  perfect.  No  persons 
are  refused  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary.  Capital  operations  are  occasionally  per- 
formed. 

Those  only  who  have  tickets  are  entitled  by  the  rules  of  tlie  institution  to  advice  arid 
medicine ; but  none  are  refused  assistance  whose  poverty  is  known  to  be  such  as  to  require  it. 

The  abuse  exists  of  persons  whose  circumstances  do  not  require  it  participating^  in  the 
benefits  of  the  charity,  and  it  is  found  to  be  next  to  impossible  to  prevent  this  imposition. 

To  obtain  the  aid  of  the  institution,  according  to  the  rules,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be 
provided  witli  a ticket,  to  which  one  signature  is  sufficient ; and  the  number  of  such  recom- 
mendations which  each  subscriber  has  is  unlimited. 

Tlie  rule  is  that  the  sick  poor  shall  be  visited  day  or  night  in  any  part  of  the  distinct. 
Neighbouring  practitioners  are  not  authorized  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  at  the 
institution.  ITie  medical  officer  attends  difficult  cases  of  child-birth  only  from  the  dispen- 
sary ; the  poor  women  are  generally  attended  by  persons  calling  themselves  midwives ; these 
are  so  very  unskilful  that  accidents  occur  to  the  mother  and  child  from  their  ignorance.  The 
usual  prescriptions  are  entered  in  the  registry  book. 

There  is  not  any  vaccine  matter  kept  here  to  supply  the  neighbourhood,  yet  the  medical 
officer  has  a good  opinion  of  vaccination,  but  the  confidence  of  the  poor  in  its  efficacy  is  not 
great.  Small-pox  has  been  a good  deal  about  here.  The  medical  officer  does  not  inoculate 
with  .small-pox  matter,  as  he  does  not  approve  of  it. 

There  are  no  wine  or  other  extras  allowed  from  the  dispensary,  and  there  is  no  charity  in 
the  neighbourhood  for  supplying  tlie  sick  poor  with  food,  clothing  or  fuel,  on  which  the 
medical  attendant  can  give  an  order,  but  the  neighbouring  gentry  attend  to  any  note  from 
the  surgeon  recoinmedatory  of  a sick  patient. 

A simscriber,  who  is  resident  proprietor  in  the  neighbourhood,  looks  chiefly  to  the  affairs 
of  the  dispensary,  but  there  is  no  person,  ex  officio,  in  the  principal  direction. 

Tlie  treasurer  is  the  sole  officer  not  medical,  The  difficulty  of  finding  fit  and  willing 

0.5.  r>  2 persons 
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Sir  ]).  Barry,  m.b. 

J.  K.  Co/iie,  esq.,  m.d. 

Killane 

Dispensary. 


Funds  and 
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Expenditure. 


Killjian 

Dispensary. 
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Building. 
Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 
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tion. 

^Vho  entitled  to 
Belief. 

E.xiern  Patients. 


persons  to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  treasurership  of  a dispensary,  and  who  reside  near 
enough  to  the  institution,  particularly  in  remote  districts,  to  execute  their  duties  efficiently, 
has  rendered  that  office  almost  purely  nominal  or  honorary  in  a great  majority  of  cases  in 
this  county.  The  medical  man  generally  keeps  aU  the  accounts  himself,  and  furnishes  a 
copy  or  abstract  to  the  treasurer,  who  goes  through  the  necessary  forms  at  the  assizes  or 
grand  jury  meetings. 

There  are  many  written  rules,  but  none  are  printed. 

There  are  no  reports  in  existence,  but  this  district,  it  is  considered  (should  it  hereafter  be 
thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries),  affords  an  ample 
number  of  persons  who  are  able  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the 
wants  of  the  poor. 

The  income  arises  from  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant ; the  amount  of  the  former 
being,  for  1834,  74/.  12s.  A list  of  subscribei's  for  the  past  year,  including  the  subscription 
of  each,  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  by  which  it  would  appear,  that  the 
charity  must  be  considered  as  chiefly  dependant  on  the  bounty  of  one  or  two  families,  as  it 
would  be  much  impaired  should  they  withdraw  their  subscriptions. 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  are  surgeon’s  salary  and  medicines. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Armstrong,  rector. — Rev.  Mr.  Curran,  parish  priest. — Rev.  Bartholomew 
Fitz  PATRICK. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  unable  to  ascertain  the  population  of  the  district  of 
Killyon,  in  which  the  dispensary  is  the  only  charitable  institution,  there  being  no  other 
within  six  miles,  and  at  the  same  time  it  does  not  afford  any  intern  accommodation.  This 
want  is  so  severely  felt,  that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  supplying  it  by  the  formation 
of  a small  local  hospital,  and  were  only  stopped  in  consequence  of  the  inquiry  now  instituted ; 
the  proprietor  of  Mount  Bellew  has  offered  half  an  acre  as  a site  for  an  hospital  in  perpetuity 
and  a handsome  donation,  and  the  rector  has  likewise  expressed  his  anxiety  about  the 
matter  and  his  determination  to  subscribe. 

The  dispensary  at  Mount  Bellew  is  held  in  the  surgeon’s  nouse,  and  he  is  allowed  5/.  a 
year,  from  the  funds  of  the  charity,  for  the  room  occupied. 

The  only  medical  officer  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  who,  having  no 
other  appointment,  resides  at  the  institution  in  Mount  Bellew.  He  is  allowed  to  attend  to 
private  practice,  but  has  never  been  obliged  to  procure  a substitute  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  at  the  dispensary. 

His  salary  is  100/.  a year,  payable  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  charity. 

Tlie  Assistant-  Commissioners  first  visited  the  branch  station  at  Carranagappagh,  where 
they  found  two  veiy  good  rooms  in  charge  of  a family,  who  stated  that  they  received  4 /. 
per  annum  for  taking  care  of  them ; but  tlie  only  medicines  disc9vered  consisted  of  one  pint 
bottle  of  castor  oil,  a few  spoonsful  of  treacle,  and  two  or  three  pounds  weight  of  Glauber  salts, 
the  two  latter  articles  in  open  vessels ; the  medical  officer  stated,  that  the  dampness  of  the 
place  prevented  his  keeping  any  medicines  at  the  branch  pharmacy,  and  that  on  the  one  day. 
in  the  week  on  which  he  attends  at  this  place,  he  carries  some  medicines  with  him  from 
Mount  Bellew,  but  the  pharmacy  thereto  is  but  poorly  supplied,  and  is  kept  in  a dirty, 
slovenly  manner ; it  did  not  appear  to  contain  5 /.  worth  of  medicines,  nor  did  the  greater 
number  of  bottles  which  held  these  medicines  appear  to  come  from  a druggist’s  shop.  All 
the  invoices,  except  one  small  one  for  the  current  year,  were  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  who  was  absent,  who  had  all  the  druggist’s  receipts  also  in  his  possession,  with 
the  exception  of  those  for  the  last  year,  amounting  to  58  /.  8 s.  8 c?. ; but  the  treasurer’s  book, 
in  which  all  entries  are  made,  was  produced,  and  showed  that  the  medicines  for  the  last 
three  years  cost  171 1.  19s.  8c?.,  and  their  carriage  from  Dublin  was  charged,  for  the  same 
period,  6 /.  18  s.  9 \ d.,  which  at  *3s.  per  cwt.,  would  show  that  four  tons,  at  least,  of  drugs 
had  been  used  in  that  time  in  this  dispensary,  for  there  were  certainly  not  more  than  two  cwt. 
remaining  at  the  period  of  this  examination ; the  medical  officer  subsequently  stated,  that 
he  was  quite  sure  the  invoices  and  druggist’s  receipts  were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer, 
but  that,  being  considered  of  no  value  after  having  passed  the  grand  jury,  they  had  been  lostl 
The  supply  of  medical  and  surgical  instruments  kept  for  the  use  of  the  poor  were  also  quite 
insufficient  for  the  ends  proposed. 

£.  s.  d. 

In  1831,  the  medicines  cost  -----  61  18  9 

In  1832  “ - - - - - - - 42  12  II 

In  1833  - - 6]  12 

A register  is  kept,  on  one  page  of  which  there  appeared  a statement  of  accounts,  signed 
by  five  subscribers,  and  this  document  is  periodically  laid  before  the  grand  jury. 

All  the  poor  tenants  of  the  subscribers  are  entitled  to  relief,  but  the  clergyman  of  the 
parish  never  refuses  a recommendation  to  any  one,  be  he  whose  tenant  he  may. 

There  are  two  stations,  at  which  patients  are  seen  and  receive  medicines.  The  principal  of 

these 


* The  carrier’s  charge  per  cwt.  from  Dublin  is  2s,  lorf. 
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these  stations ' is  at  Mount  Bellew ; the  branch  stations  at  Carranagappagh,  two  miles 
distant : lying-in  cases  are  sometimes  attended.  Some  few  prescriptions  are  entered  in  a 
book.  Vaccination  is  not  regularly  performed  here,  as  there  is  not  any  provision  for  a supply 
of  vaccine  matter ; and  further,  the  poor  have  not  the  least  confidence  in  the  practice,  they 

E refer  inoculation  with  small-pox,  which  is  performed  by  itinerant  inoculators,  who  have 
een  instrumental  in  dispersing  the  disease  very  widely  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  medical 
officer  himself  never  inoculates,  and  he  disapproves 'highly  of  the  custom. 

The  funds  of  this  dispensary  do  not  afford  wine  or  other  extras  for  the  sick  who  are  supplied 
by  the  charity  of  individuals,  who  bestow  on  the  bearer  of  a recommendation  from  the 
medical  attendant,  whatever  he  may  have  suggested. 

The  charity  is  no  further  under  the  general  management  of  the  subscribers,  than  that  a 
few  of  them  meet  once  a year  to  pass  the  accounts. 

There  are  no  persons  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction,  to  supply  this  want  of  attention.  ' 
There  are  a few  written  resolutions,  but  not  any  printed  rules. 

Reports  consist  of  a written  copy  of  the  entry  in  the  register  above-mentioned.  This 
neio'hbourhood  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in  a 
more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  should  such  be  deemed  neces.sury. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  procured  a list  of  subscribers,  by  which  it  will  be  jjereeived 
that  the  establishment  cannot  be  said  to' depend  on  the  contribution  of  one  individual;  but 
if  the  sum  annexed  to  the  first  name  were  withdrawn,  the  efficiency  of  tlie  dispensary- 
would  be  materially  impaired.  The  whole  income  of  the  charity,  as  appritired  by  the 
treasurer’s  .book,  amounted  to — 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - -f.  81-- 

County  grant  _______  81  __ 

£.162  - - 


Of  this  income,  which  has  been  almost  the  same  for  the  past  two  years,  the  principal  items 
of  expenditure  are  medical  officer’s  salary  100/.,  and  the  amount  paid  for  medicines,  which 
together  meet  the  income  as  nearly'  as  possible. 

The  medical  officer  stated  that  he  attends  at  the  assizes  regularly  to  exhibit  his  registry 
and  his  accounts  to  the  gi-and  jury.  And  at  the  foot  of  the  yearly  accounts,  which  were  in 
his  own  hand--writing,  there  was  an  affidavit  which  he  stated  he  had,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  treasurer,  sworn  to,  at  the  two  past  assizes,  at  which  his  presentments  were  granted. 
This  affidavit  set  forth,  that  he  had  “ regulaidy  attended  the  dispensary  in  his  charge  three 
days  in  each  week  within  the  past  year,  with  tfie  exception  of  a veiy  few  days,  on  the  greater 
number  of  which  he  had  procured  another  medical  attendant,  kc.” — a form  of  oath  wliich, 
if  made  indispensable  to  the  obtaining  the  county  grant,  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
could  not  but  look  on  as  highly  vague,  and  tending  to  no  good  purpose,  but  rather  to  the. 
contrary. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Hugh  Colgan,  i>.  p.— The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  for  which  this  institution  is  intended  is  very  irregular,  as  it  entirely  depends 
on  the  residence  of  the  subscribfers,  therefore  the  population  which  it  contains  could  not  be 
ascertained.  The  medical  officer  stated  he  was  liable  to  be  called  on  to  visit  a patient  at  the 
distance  of  eleven  or  twelve  miles.  The  only  medical  charity  within  six  miles  is  the 
Loughrea  Dispensary.  It  was  thought  that  a great  benefit  would  be  conferred  on  the  poor 
by  the  formation  of  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  a dispensary  might  be  attached, 
capable  of  receiving  a few  fever  patients,  or  cases  of  severe  accident  requinng  constant  care 
and  attention.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Colgan,  p.  p.,  thought  that  six  or  eight  beds  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose. 

This  dispensary  is  held  in  a good  sized  room,  which  is  used  both  as  a dispensing  and  wait- 
ing room  ; neither  medicines,  weights,  scales  or  writing  materials,  are  kept  here ; Buta  quan-- 
tity  of  medicine,  sufficient  for  immediate  use,  is  brought  from  Loughrea,  by  the  medical 
officer,  on  the  days  of  attendance. 

The  medical  attendant,  aged  40,  is  a graduate  in  medicine,  of  the  University  at  Edinburgh, 
and  was  formerly  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Mayo  militia,  but  at  the  period  of  the  exami- 
nation held  no  other  appointment;  he  resides  at  Loughrea,  four  miles  distant,  where  he  pursues 
private  practice  ; the  -days  of  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Tuesdays,  at  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  but  the  medical  attendant  gives  advice  and  medicine  daily  at  liis  residence, 
in  Loughrea,  to  those  applicants  that  are  entitled  to  such.  Tlie  duty  of  this  institution  has 
never  been  done  by  proxy.  There  is  an  apothecary  who  dispenses  the  medicines,  for  which 
he  receives  10 1.  annually,  but  was  so  ill  at  the  time  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit,  as 
to  he  unable  to  make  his  appearance.  The  dispensary  remains  closed  always,  except  on 
Tuesdays,  the  days  of  attendance. 

The  physician  and  the  apothecary  are  the  only  paid  officers  connected  with  the  establish- 
0.5.  D 3 ment ; 
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Dispensaries. 

Connaught. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 

J.  B.  Corrie,  esq.>  u.d. 

KiltoUa 

Dispensary. 

Election. 

Pharmacy. 


merit ; the  amount  which  the  former  receives  varies  inversely  with  the  other  dispensary  ex- 
penses, deviating  with  the  amount  of  income,  having  been  in  the  year 

£.  s.  d. 

1832  - - - - - - 84  19  10 

1833  - - - - - - 80  - - 

1834  88  -- 

No  vacancies  have  occurred  in  the  medical  department  since  the  establishment  of  the 
institution.  This  neighbourhood  does  not  contain  a sufficient  number  of  individuals  capable 
of  paying  for  advice  to  support  a medical  man,  independent  of  the  dispensary  emolument, 
nor  is  there  one  living  in  the  district. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  medicines  belonging  to  the  institution  were  all  kept  at 
the  residence  of  the  medical  attendant  in  Loughrea;  the  annual  expenditure  for  the  supply 
of  medicines  during  the  last  three  years  is  as  follows 

£,  s.  d. 

1832  - - 66  81 

1833  - - - - - - 43  3 10 

1834  - --  --  - 31  6 5 


RegUtratioo. 


Who  entitled  to 
Belief. 


Nourishment, 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Officers  not 
medical. 

Attendants. 

Reports. 


Funds. 

Accounts. 

Receipts. 


Instruments  for  cupping  were  the  only  surgical  ones  belonging  to  the  institution.  The  medical 
officer  is  not  hound  to  supply  vaccine  matter  gratis,  there  being  none  kept  at  the  dispensary  j 
and  although  not  prevented,  he  does  not,  nor  would  he  approve  of  inoculation  with  small- 
pox matter. 

There  is  a.register  kept  of  some  of  those  who  receive  advice  and  medicine,  but  it  is  veiy 
imperfect,  and  without  date ; difficult  cases  of  labour  only  are  attended  when  recommended 
by  a subscriber’s  ticket. 


Those  only  are  entitled  to  rehef  who  either  live  on  the  estates  of  subscribers  or  have  tickets ; 
the  abuse  of  persons  who  are  not  in  circumstances  requiring  gratuitous  relief  participating  in 
the  benefits  of  this  charity  exists  to  a gi'eat  extent,  such  persons  obtaining  tickets ; it  is  not 
necessary  for  a very  poor  person  to  obtain  tickets  for  advice.  This  charity  does  not  possess 
any  means  of  affording  assistance  on  the  spot,  in  cases  of  accident.  The  prescriptions  of 
authorked  practitioners,  unconnected  with  the  institution,  are  never  made  up  here.  In  ordi-. 
nary  cases  of  labour  the  poor  are  attended  by  midwives  who  axe  very  ignorant,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  are  frequent  accidents.  Vaccmation  is  very  seldom  perfoimed,  the  poor 
having  no  confidence  in  the  operation ; at  the  same  time  the  medical  attendant,  who  gets  his 
vaccine  matter  from  Dublin,  has  a high  opinion  of  its  efficacy. 

There  does  not  exist  any  charity  in  this  neighbourhood  on  which  the  medical  attendant 
can  give  an  order  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel,  but  wine,  or  some  other  extra,  is  sometimes  given, 
on  his  order,  especially  if  made  on  the  landlord  in  favour  of  the  poor  tenant. 

A few  of  the  subscribers  meet  once  a year  to  audit  and  sanction  the  accounts,  hut  no 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  appear  on  record  : the  general  management  of  the  charity  ap- 
pears to  rest  entirely  with  the  medical  attendant. 

The  sole  officer  not  medical  connected  with  the  institution  is  the  treasurer,  who  receives 
no  remuneration  for  his  services. 

The  only  attendant  is  a porter,  who  receives  an  allowance  of  8d.  per  day  for  each  day  of 
attendance,  amounting  to  about  1 1.  4s.  per  annum. 

There  are  no  rules  or  reports  connected  with  this  charity  .in  existence ; the  district  affords 
a sufficient  number  of  persons  quahfied  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the 
wants  of  the  poor. 


The  existence  of  this  institution  does  not  depend  on  any  one  family,  nor  have  the  subscrip- 
tions materially  fallen,  off,  although  a portion  appears  to  be  in  arrear.  The  receipts  and 
expenditure  for  the  past  three  years  appear  to  be  as  follows : 

—1  83  2.— 


Subscriptions 
County  Presentment 


£.  s.  d. 


- 8o  2 - 

- 8o  2 - 


f.  i6o  4 - 


Paid  for  Medirine  - - - 

Physician’s  Salary  - - . 

Lard  and  Tallow  ... 
Sugar,  Wine,  Spirits  and  Vinegar 

Turf 

Leather  - 

Linen,  Calico  and  Towels 
Carriage  of  Medicine 
Horse-hire  for  Physician 
Porter  at  Dispensary 
Stationery  - - - 

Sundries  - 


£.  d. 

46  2 7 

84  19  11 

2 16  JO 

3 17  8 

s 1 2 
1 18  - 
1 1 6 

- 13  - 

468 

- 18  - 
1 8 8 


£.  160  4 -j 
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Subscriptions 
County  Piesentment 


—183 
£.  s.  d.  I 


• 70  i3  - 
" 70  18  - 


3.— 


Paid  for  Medicines 
Physician’s  Salary  - . . 

Lard,  Turf  and  Tallow  • 

Sugar,  Wine,  Spirits  and  Vinegar 

Turf 

Leather  - 

Linen,  Calico,  Flannel  and  Towels 
Carriage  of  Medicine 
Apothecary’s  Salary 
Porter  attending  Dispensary  - 
Stationery  . . 

Sundries  - - . . 


DlSFENSARlES. 


£.  s.  d. 

- 36  2 3 

- 80  - - 


Connaught. 
County  Galway. 


- I 12 

2 17 

I 10 

s 2 

- - 14 

- - 16 

- 10  - 

- 4 6 

. - 16 


“ Examinations  taken  by 
7 .Sir  D.  Barry,  II. ». 

Q 3.  R.  Cori'ie,  esq.,  m.d. 

_ Kiltolla 
_ Dispensary. 


8 


- 1 5 - 


£.  141  16  - 


£.  141  16  - 


Subscriptions 
County  Grant 


£,  s.  d. 
• - 67  18  - 

- • 67  18  - 


£. 135  16  - 


Paid  for  Medicines 
Stamps  - 

Lard  and  Tallow  - 
Sugar  - 

Leather  - - - 

Carriage  of  Medicines  - 
Apothecary’s  Salary 
Porter  attending  Dispensary 
Sundries  . - - 

Physician’s  Salary 


£.  t.  d. 

- 27  14  5 

- - 4 - 

- 1 8 - 

- - 2 8 - 

- - 24- 

- - _ 16  _ 

. - 10  - - 

1 14  8 

- - 1 6 11 

- 88  - - 


£.  135  16  - 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cormattt,  parish  priest,  Loughrea. — Robert  Daroy,  esq.,  agent  to  the  Marquis  of  Clan-  , 

ricarde.— -Hekry  Joseph  Dolphin,  esq.,  Summer-hill. — Laorance  Fahey,  esq.  Very  Rev.  Loughrea. 

Myles  Garnon,  prior  of  Loughrea  convent— Patrick  Kelly,  esq. — Rev.  John  Mackwn»  Dispensary. 

Loughrea, Rev,  Samuel  Medlicott,  rector  of  Loughrea  — Joseph  Henry  Ridge,  esq.,  Lough-  ■ 

jea. Edmund  Silk,  esq.,  seneschal  of  Loughrea.— The  Medical  Attendant. 


The  population  of  this  district  is  estimated  at  8,000  or_9,000  persons,  and  the  medical 
attendant  is  liable  to  be  called  to  visit  at  a distance  of  six  miles  round. 

The  only  similar  institution  within  that  distance  being  the  Kiltolla  Dispensary,  the  want 
of  such  institutions  is  greatly  felt,  and  the  gentlemen  examined  consider  that  it  would  confer 
a oreat  benefit  on  the  poor  if  a local  hospital  could  he  established  here,  having  intern  accom- 
modation for  fever  and  bad  accident  cases. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  building  attached  to  the  house  of  the  medical  attendant : 
it  consists  of  a small  waiting-room  for  the  patients  and  a shop,  for  which  the  medical  attendant 
is  allowed  an  annual  rent  of  10  Z. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  85  years  of  age,  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University  at 
Edinburgh,  and  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  there,  who  also  holds  a Dublin  mid- 
wifery certificate ; he  was  appointed  to  this  institution  at  its  establisliment  in  the  year  1821, 
and  although  at  so  advanced  an  age,  he  was,  at  the  period  of  this  examination,  in  ftill  posses- 
sion of  his  activity  and  feculties : he  holds  no  other  public  situation.  Prior  to  his  under- 
taking the  duties  of  this  institution  he  had  been  practising  in  the  town,  and  continues  to  do 
so.  The  days  appointed  for  liis  official  attendance  are  lyfondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
from  twelve  to  four  o’clock  j but  he  sees  patients  on  every  day.  There  is  an  assistant,  who 
was  selected  by  the  medical  officer  and  the  committee.  This  gentleman  was,  at  the  period 
of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  in  Dublin  improving  himself  in  professional 
acquirements,  and  his  duty  was  done  by  the  assistant  of  one  of  the  principal  apothecaries  of 
the  town.  The  medicines  are  prepared  and  dispensed  by  the  assistant. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  allowed  lOOZ.  per  annum  from  the  general  funds,  but  has  no 
other  allowance  or  perquisite  of  any  kind.  The  assistant  has  been  allowed  for  the  last  two 
years  iZ.  is.  per  month. 

On  inquiry  as  to  what  control  existed,  if  the  subscribers  or  committee  were  led  to  make 
allowances  higher  than  requisite  to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  or  to  prevent  such  occur- 
rence as  the  friends  of  a medical  gentleman  getting  up  an  institution  merely  for  the  sake  of 
procuring  his  appointment,  the  gentlemen  present  state  that  in  such  case  the  grand  jury 
could  Bemse  or  diminish  the  grant. 
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The  medical  officer  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  at  the  founding  of  the  dispensary, 
since  which  time  there  has  been  no  vacancy. 

That  this  is  a neighbourhood  capable  of  supporting  a medical  gentleman  exclusive  of  the 
dispensary  appointment  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  two  medical  gentlemen  reside  in  Loughrea 
besides  the  medical  officer' of  this  institution.  It  has  never  occurred  here  that  a medical  man 
has  been  appointed  or  retained  against  the  known  wishes  of  the  people ; on  the  contrary,  the 
chief  medical  officer  has  possessed  for  many  years,  and  still  possesses,  although  at  a very 
advanced  age,  the  most  unbounded  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  for  his 
tried  integrity,  humanity  and  skill.  The  poor  look  up  to  him  with  gratitude  for  his  attention, 
and  every  individual,  rich  and  poor,  connected  with  the  charity,  appears  perfectly  satisfied 
with  its  administration. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  were  kept  was  nicely  and  neatly  arranged.  The  medi- 
cines appeared  to  be  good,  but  the  supply  was  nearly  exhausted;  however,  a quantity  had 
been  ordered,  and  was  daily  expected  to  arrive.  The  stock  of  medicines  are  ordered  by  the 
medical  officer,  from  Messrs.  Lightfoot  and  Co.,  of  Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer. 
The  medicines  for  the  year  1833  cost  68Z.  19s.  Z^d. ; ditto  1834,  55Z.  16s.  Zd.  None  of 
the  dispensary  medicines  are  ever  sold,  nor  does  the  medical  officer  keep  any  medicines  for 
his  private  practice.  Leeches  are  not  provided.  The  medical  officer  has  complete  sets  of 
sui^ical  instruments  of  every  description,  which  he  uses  for  the  dispensary  purposes  when 
requisite. 

A register  is  kept,  specifying  the  names  of  patients  and  medicines  prescribed  for  many, 
but  by  no  means  for  all  of  those  who  receive  advice  and  medicine.  A summary  of  this 
register  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  preparatory  to  obtaining  the  county  grant. 

A subscriber  may  give  away  any  number  of  tickets ; poor  applicants,  however,  are  attended 
without  procuring  one,  and  the.medical  officer  stated,  that  the  imposition  of  persons  in  good 
circumstances  applying  at  the  dispensary  is  not  practised  here. 

The  extern  patients  are  seen  and  prescribed  for  at  the  dispensary,  but  if  the  illness  should 
be  so  severe  as  to  prevent  their  coming,  the  medical  officer  would  visit  them  in  any  part  of 
the  district;  if  accidents  or  fractures  should  occur,  he  has  in  the  dispensary  some  requisites 
for  rendering  immediate  assistance. 

No  medical  practitioner  unconnected  with  the  dispensary  can  have  his  prescriptions  made 
up  there. 

With  respect  to  lying-in  cases,  the  medical  officer  is  not  bound  by  any  rule  of  the  dispen- 
sary to  attend  them ; nevertheless,  he  does  attend  in  difficult  cases.  The  poor  women  here 
are  attended  by  midwives,  who  are  without  any  sort  of  education,  yet  accidents  ai'e  not  much 
heard  of. 

Vaccination  is  performed  at  the  dispensary  whenever  applied  for,  and  matter  is  kept  to  be 
dven  away  to  the  neighbouring  practitioners.  The  medical  attendant  is  of  opinion  that  the 
Dublin  vaccine  matter  is  deteriorated,  and  he  thinks  better  of  that  procured  from  London 
which  possesses  a superiority,  as  he  considers,  arising  from  its  being  more  frequently  renewed 
from  the  cow.  He  does  not  approve  of  inoculation  with  small-pox,  but  applies  it  occasion- 
ally after  vaccination,  when  particularly  requested.  There  is  not  much  small-pox  in  the 
neighbourhood,  although  the  public  are  less  partial  to  cow-pox  than  formerly.  The  medical 
officer  does  not  think  that  cow-pox  always  succeeds ; he  thinks  he  recollects  as  many  as  12 
cases  of  failure  within  the  last  50  years,  but  these  were  all  mild  cases  of  secondary  small-pox. 

Wine  and  other  extras  have  been  afforded  to  the  sick  poor,  but  in  very  rare  cases.  There 
is  no  charity  on  which  an  order  for  such,  or  for  food,  fuel  or  clothing  can  be  given ; but  some 
of  the  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  to  the  medical  officer’s  notes 
or  recommendation  for  such  comforts. 

The  affairs  of  the  institution  are  managed  by  the  committee,  who  hold  frequent  meetings, 
and  minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings.  The  details  of  the  management  are  left  chicly 
to  the  medical  attendant,  bxit  no  person  has  a right,  by  virtue  of  being  an  officer,  to  interfere 
in  the  principal  direction. 

The  offices  (non-medical)  are  those  of  treasurer  and  of  secretary,  both  gratuitous. 

There  is  a porter,  allowed  5 1.  per  annum. 

Reports  are  annually  made  up,  printed  and  laid  before  the  grand  jury.  These  are  very 
succinct  statements,  merely  stating  the  gross  number  of  patients  relieved,  and  enumerating 
the  various  diseases. 


The  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  proper  persons  who  would  be  williuo-  and  fit  to 
form  a board  of  superintendence,  and  investigate  into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  if  it  should  be 
hereafter  thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  income  arises  from  voluntary  subscriptions  (which  amounted  in  1834-.5  to  89/.  15s.), 
and  the  county  grant  to  an  equivalent  amount.  The  subscriptions  are  not  likely  to  fall  off 
and  the  charity  is  not  dependent  on  the  continuance  of  any  one  or  two  subscribers,  as  it  would 
appear  by  a list  of  subscribers  furnished  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer  and  the  medical  officer,  and  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  the  former. 

The  principal  heads  of  expenditure  are, — 


Medical  Officer’s  Salaiy 
. Assistant’s  - - - 

Rent  - - - - 

Porter’s  Wages  - 
and  medicines. 


£. 

100 

10 

6 


s.  d. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

M.  B.  Bermingham,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Garvey,  parish  priest The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  is  ill  defined,  and  many  poor,  from  a considerable  distance,  come  tvitb  tickets 
from  various  subscribers ; tlie  population,  as  depending  on  the  charity,  cannot,  therefore,  be 
given. 

Tlie  only  medical  institution  \vitliin  six  miles  is  the  dispensary  of  Dunmore ; the  want 
of  an  hospital  for  fever  and  bad  accidents  is  much  felt,  and  its  establishment  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  additional  comfort  to  the  poor  of  the  district. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  thatched  house,  for  which  a rent  of  5 1.  is  paid  ; it  con- 
tains a waiting-room  and  shop,  with  a bed-room,  for  an  assistant  to  occupy. 

The  house  is  held  at  will ; but,  as  a principle,  it  would  be  much  better  if  the  premises  were 
the  property  of  the  institution. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  about  27  years  of  age ; he  has  a midwifery  certificate  from 
Dublin,  besides  several  certificates  of  attendance  on  lectures  in  Dublin  ; but  possesses  no 
diploma,  either  as  physician,  surgeon  or  apothecary.*  He  was  appointed  at  the  establish- 
ment of  the  institution  in  1833,  previous  to  which  period  he  was  attending  to  his  professional 
education  ; he  resides  in  tlie  village  of  Miltown,  and  is  allowed  private  practice.  The  days 
and  hours  of  his  attendance  are  Tuesday  and  Friday,  from  eleven  to  about  four  o’clock ; but 
he  is  in  the  habit  of  seeing  and  prescribing  for  dispensary  patients  any  day  at  his  private 
residence. 

The  dispensary  is  closed,  except  on  the  specified  days’  attendance,  and  the  medicines  are 
diseased  by  the  medical  attendant  himself. 

The  medical  attendant  receives  70 1 per  annum  from  the  general  funds  of  the  charity,  with- 
out additional  allowances  of  any  kind.  He  was  appointed  to  that  institution  without  any 
public  notice,  and  the  neighbournood  of, the  district  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man 
independently  of  the  dispensary.  The  poor  of  this  district  to  have  the  fullest  confidence 
in  the  professional  skill  of  the  medical  attendant,  as  well  as  in  liis  kindness  of  manner  and 
readiness  to  attend  when  required. 

The  pharmacy  is  well  supplied ; the  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  tolerably  con- 
veniently ai’ranged ; but  in  consequence  of  the  damp,  the  rhubarb,  jalap  and  senna  are 
deposited  in  the  medical  attendant’s  own  house.  Those  medicines  of  a more  dehcate  nature 
are  used  whenever  required ; but  none  of  any  kind  are  sold ; all  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie 
& Co.  of  Dublin,  and  ordered  by  the  medical  attendant,  under  sanction  of  the  committee,  and 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer.  At  the  foimdation  of  the  institution,  the  bill  for  medicines 
amounted  to  31 L 1 o s.  7 cZ.  The  institution  possesses  a supply  of  surgical  and  medical  instru- 
ments, but  scarcely  sufficient  for  their  purposes  ; and  the  other  instruments  in  the  service  of 
the  institution  axe  the  private  property  of  the  medical  attendant.  Leeches  are  not  afforded. 

A register  is-kept  of  such  applicants  only  as  present  tickets ; it  appears  to  be  correct  so  far, 
and  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury. 

Relief  is  afforded  to  all  poor  who  apply,  but  those  alone  who  have  tickets,  to  which  the 
signature  of  one  subscnber  is  sufficient,  are  entitled  to  it,  and  the  nuniljer  which  each  sub- 
scriber may  issue  is  unlimited ; the  abuse  of  persons  participating  in  the  benefits  of  this 
charity  whose  circumstances  do  not  require  gratuitous  relief,  exists  to  a small  extent ; but 
there  are  no  poor  subscribers  with  whom  a contract  has  been  made,  that  gratuitous  relief 
might  be  afforded  in  order  to  swell  the  subscription  list,  with  a view  to  obtain  large  grants 
from  the  county. 

Sick  poor  are  visited  at  their  own  homes  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  and  tlie  prescrip- 
tions entered  in  the  book  appeared  to  be'  such  as  are  usual  in  the  respective  cases,  but  no 
neighbouring  practitioner  is  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  this  dispensary. 

Midwifery  cases  are  attended,  but  those  only  of  a difficult  nature ; there  are  no  midwives 
possessed  of  education  in  tlie  neighbourhood,  however,  accidents  but  rarely  occur. 

No  wine  or  other  extra  is  provided,  nor  is  there  in  the  neighbourhood  any  institution  on 
which  the  medical  officer  can  give  an  order  for  food,  clothes  or  fuel. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  annual  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards ; 
but  there  is  a committee,  consisting  of  six  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  attend 
constantly  to  this  institution,  calling  in  genei-m  to  visit  it  on  Tuesdays  after  petty  sessions. 

The  only  officer  not  medical  is  the  treasurer ; but  there  are  no  printed  bye-laws  to  regulate  • 
the  election.  No  instance  e.xists  of  an  officer  having  been  removed  or  suspended. 

There  is  a porter  attached  to  the  institution,  who  is  paid  5 1.  per  annum,  and  allowed  lodg- 
ings, but  no  other  perquisite. 

There  are  no  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  institution  printed,  nor  reports  made  of  admis- 
sions, discharges,  &c. 

The  neighbourhood  does  afford  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to  assist 
in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

This  charity  not  being  possessed  of  any  capital  stock  in  houses,  lands,  &c.,  its  income  is 
oerived  altogether  from  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant,  the  former  amounting  for  the 

past 


*'  He,  however,  states  that  he  means  to  go  in  for  his  examination  this  winter  ( 1 834.),  and  his  testimo- 
nials of  study  entitled  him  to  demand  it. 
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past  year  (1834)  to  12h,  and  the  latter  to  52Z. ; a list  of  the  subscribers  was  furnished  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  by  the  treasurer,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  subscriptions  for 
the  year  ending  ISth  Marcli  1835,  amounted  to  80Z.  2s. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  deposited,  until  required,  in  the  Branch  Bank, 
at  Galway. 

The  principal  Items  of  expenditure  are, — 


Surgeon’s  Salary  - 
Rent  - - - 

Porter’s  Wages  - 
Medicines  about  - 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  medical  attendant  estimates  the  extent  of  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is 
intended  at  ten  miles  square,  and  the  population  at  5,000  or  6,000  ; he  is  liable  to  be  called 
as  far  as  twelve  miles  to  visit  a patient.  There  is  no  medical  institution  or  medical  practitioner 
within  ten  miles ; the  want  of  intern  accommodation  is  much  felt ; the  medical  attendant  is 
under  the  necessity  of  occasionally  receiving  poor  patients  after  operation  in  his  own  house 
and  at  his  private  expense. 

The  dispensary-house  is  a small  building,  one  story  in  height,  near  the  town  of  Monivea, 
it  was  built  in  1822  for  a fever  hospital,  but  never  received  any  fever  patients ; and  in  1826, 
it  was  converted  to  its  present  pui-pose ; it  is  well  situated,  and  comprises  a hall,  waiting- 
room  and  shop,  besides  a sitting-room,  two  bed-rooms,  kitchen  and  servant’s  room  for  the 
medical  attendant ; it  belongs  to  Mr.  French,  of  Monivea,  who  grants  it  to  the  dispensary  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  5 L,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  in  repair. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  and  a 
licentiate  of  midwifery,  Dublin  ; he  resides  constantly  at  the  institution,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  in  1826  by  the  committee;  he  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  is  allowed  to  have 
private  practice ; the  duty  of  this  institution  is  not  done  by  proxy ; the  medical  officer’s 
brotlier  resides  with  him,  and  assists  him,  but  has  no  allowance  for  this  service  from  the 
funds  of  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  receives  a salary  of  75  /.  per  annum,  paid  from  the  general  fund ; 
his  only  other  perquisites  are  a house  and  2 1.  for  firing ; he  is  the  only  medical  man  residing 
in  the  district,  which  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  support  one  independently  of  the  dispensary 
emolument ; the  medical  attendant  is  considered  to  be  a well-informed,  active,  zealous  and 
humane  practitioner,  and  a valuable  acquisition  to  the  district  in  which  he  resides. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  small  but  convenient ; the  medicines  are  of 
good  quality,  hut  the  stock  was  small ; it  is  laid  in  in  the  month  of  January  and  obtained 
from  Messrs.  Geoffery  & Co.,  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  secretary ; those  of  a more  delicate  and  expensive  kind  are  used  but  in  very 
small  quantities.  No  medicines  are  kept  for  private  practice, 
though  very  rarely,  supplied. 

The  medicines  in  1830  cost  - _ _ _ 

„ . 1831  „ _ - - - 

„ 1S32  „ - - - - 

The  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  this  institution  were  few  and  insufficient  for  tiieir 
purposes.  There  is  a constant  supply  of  vaccine  matter  which  the  medical  attendant  pro- 
cured from  London,  as  he  stated  that  he  found  that  procured  from  Dublin  fi-equently  to 
fail.  The  operation  is  regularly  performed.  The  poor  have  confidence  in  it,  and  small  pox 
does  not  prevail  to  much  extent  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  medical  attendant  does  not,  and  will  not,  inoculate  with  small-pox  matter. 

A register  of  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief  is  regularly  kept  and  laid  before  the 
grand  jury.  Capital  operations  are  performed  at  this  dispensary,  but  the  number  within  the 
last  year  was  not  stated. 

Tliose  only  who  reside  on  the  estates  of  subscribers,  or  have  tickets,  are  entitled  to  relief, 
but  it  is  never  refused  to  any  mendicant  or  poor  traveller. 

No  persons  attempt  to  participate  in  the  charity  whose  circumstances  do  not  require  gra- 
tuitous relief.  The  subscriptions  have  all  the  appearance  of  bond  fide  contributions  to 
the  charity,  no  attempt  being  made  to  obtain  large  grants  from  the  county  by  swelling  the 
subscription  list  with  the  names  of  poor  subscribers  who  might  afterwards  obtain  gratuitous 
relief.  A poor  person  must  have  an  order,  but  one  subscriber’s  signature  is  sufficient,  and 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  which  each  is  authorized  to  issue. 

Sick  poor  are  seen  at  the  institution  and  visited  at  their  own  homes  at  any  hour  of  the  day 
or  night,  if  requisite,  and,  in  case  of  accidents,  the  institution  possesses  means  of  affording 
assistance.  Difficult  labour  cases  only  are  attended.  Prescriptions  are  entered  and  are  such 
as  are  usual ; but  no  neighbouring  practitioner  is  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up 
at  the  dispensary. 

Wine 


ijeeches  are  occasionally, 

£.  5.  d. 


So  - io| 

36-2 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 


27 


Appendix  (B.) 


Wine  and  other  extras  are  occasionally  furnished  fi-om  the  funds,  but  generally  by  the 
landlord,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  attendant ; there  is  not,  however,  any  charity 
on  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  food,  fuel  or  clothing  for  the  sick  poor.  The  medical 
attendant  has  occasionally  accommodated  poor  persons,  after  undergoing  operations,  in  his 
own  house,  at  his  private  expense.  n , i j n 

The  institution  is  managed  by  a committee  of  five,  and  seems  to  be  carefully  looked  after. 
No  person  is  ex  officio  in  the  principal. direction  of  it. 

The  only  officer  not  medical  is  the  treasurer,  whose  office  is  gratuitous. 

A pointer  is  paid  3 /.  per  annum,  without  any  other  perquisite  whatever. 

Statements  are  made  to  the  committee  annually  of  the  admissions,  discharges,  cures,  &c., 
but  it  is  admitted  by  the  medical  attendant  that  these  details  have  no  actual  basis  in  his 
records,  as  accurate  reports  of  dispensary  practice  would  be  unattainable.  The  registry  of 
applicants  is,  however,  accurate,  and  laid  annually  before  the  grand  jury. 

This  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  to  assist  in  a more  minute 
investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  charity  depends  very  much  on  one  or  two  families  for  support,  but  it  is  not  likely  to 
cease  to  exist.  There  never  is  any  difficulty  made  by  the  grand  jury  in  giving  the  annual 
county  grant.  The  charity  possesses  no  capital  stock  in  lands,  houses,  &c.,  but  its  income 
is  derived  altogether  from  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant  of  an  equivalent  amount. 

The  funds  are  lodged  in  the  branch  at  Galway,  until  required. 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  are  surgeon’s  salary,  medicines  and  rent  j and  the 
accounts  for  the  past  three  years  may  be  thus  stated ; — 

—1831.— 


£. 

d. 

£. 

5. 

d. 

Subscriptions  ... 

. 

b3 

- 

- 

Surgeon’s  Salary 

- 

70 

- 

- 

Medicines,  Carriage  and  Postage 

- 

36 

— 

lOi 

County  Grant  - 

- 

63 

- 

- 

Porter’s  Wages  - 

Rent  .... 

2 

12 

18 

] 

ie6 

_ 

_ 

Sundries  - - - . 

b 

b 

Balance  . - - - 

5 

1 

4 

Balance  due  Treasurer  on  last  account 

14 

H 

6 

£. 

131 

1 

4 

£. 

131 

1 

4 

—1832.— 

£. 

d.  1 

1 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Subscriptions  ... 

66 

' 

7 ' 

Balance  due  Treasurer  on  last  account 
1 Surgeon’s' Salary  ... 

5 

70 

1 

4 

County  Grant  ... 

- 

66 

_ 

Medicines  - - - - 

36 

- 

2 

Rent  of  Dispensary 

5 

- 

- 

Sundries  - 

9 

6 

Si 

12, «) 

8 

2i 

/ 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands 

- 

b 

12 

Hi 

£. 

132 

■ 

2 

£. 

132 

■ 

•2 

—183  3.— 

£. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Balance  in  hand  on  last  account 

6 

12 

iii 

Surgeon's  Salary 

- 

75 

- 

- 

Medicines  - - - - 

- 

27 

18 

Subscriptions  - - - 

61 

10 

- 

Altendant’s-Wages 

- 

5 

- 

- 

Rent  - 

- 

F> 

- 

County  Grant  - 

- 

61 

10 

- 

Sundries  - 

* 

a 

4 

5i 

121 

3 

2 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 

8 

9J 

£. 

129 

12 

Hi 

£ 129 

12 

The  accounts  appeared  to  have  been  regularly  kept ; the  invoices  and  receipts  were  all 
forthcoming. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Dr.  Kikwan,  parish  priest. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  dispensary  district  extends  over  the  parishes  of  Kilcullen,  Killanen,  and  part  of  Moy- 
cullen.  The  population  cannot  be  given  exactly,  but  certainly  is  as  much  as  20,000.  The  me- 
dical officer  is  expected  to  visit  at  a distance  of  18  miles  ■,  the  nearest  medical  institutions  are 
those  of  Galway,. and  there  is  a great  deficiency  of  dispensaries  in  this  district ; none  are  ever 
refused  either  advice  or  medicine,  but  the  want  of  intern  accommodation  for  fever  cases  and 
accidents  is  much  felt. 
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The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  house  in  the  village  of  Oughterarde,  in  which  there  is,, 
besides,  a waiting-room,  with  a fireplace;  for  this  a rent  of  il.  per  annum  is  paid. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  but  possesses 
no  midwifery  certificate ; be  is  about  38  years  of  age,  and  resides  near  the  institution,  to  which 
he  was  appointed  at  its  original  formation ; he  has  no  other  appointment,  excepting  that  he 
attends  the  military  stationed  here ; he  is  allowed  private  practice ; the  fixed  days  of  attend- 
ance at  the  dispensary  being  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  ; but  he  attends  every  day 
and  dispenses  the  medicines  himself. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  officer  is  not  fixed,  bat  is  regulated  by  the  other  expenses,  as 
he  receives,  without  any  other  allowance  whatever,  the  balance  remaining  after  paying  all  the 
other  disbursements  of  the  charity ; he  collects  the  greater  proportion  of  the  subscriptions 
himself,  and  some  are  as  low  as  one  shilling,  which  small  sum  entitles  the  contributor  and 
his  family  to  receive  advice  and  medicine  for  one  year.  . 

There  has  been  no  election  since  the  establishment  of  the  institution ; and  it  was  stated, 
that  the  immediate  neighbourhood  does  not  afford  a sufficient  number  of  indmduals  capable 
of  paying  for  advice  to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument. 

The  shop  is  small,  but  neatly  kept,  and  the  medicines  appeared  to  be  of  good  quality  and 
in  sufficient  quantity,  including  also  those  of  the  more  delicate  sorte ; they  are  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Pollock  and  Co.,  Dublin, 'on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer.  The  medicines  belonging  to  the  institution  are  never  sold,  and  the  medical  officer 
keeps  medicines  for  his  private  practice  at  his  own  house ; he  sells  medicines,  though  not  a 
licentiate  apothecary ; but  as  he  states,  not  at  the  dispensary-house.  Tliere  are  a few  sur- 
gical instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  leeimes  are  afforded  on  rare  occasions. 
Vaccination  is  not  performed,  and  the  medical  officer  does  not  and  will  not  inoculate 
with  small-poxmatter., 

A register  is  kept  which  distinguishes,  1st,  the  number;  2d,  the  date  of  admission; 
3d,  patient’s  name ; 4th,  age;  5th,  disease;  6th,  name  of  recommendation;  7th,  residence 
of  patient;  8th,  result  of  case;  9th,  treatment  and  remarks  : by  this  document  it  appeared 
that  the  number  of  poor  who  received  relief  was — 

In  1832  - 1,692. 

In  1833  ------  1,996. 

In  1834  ------  1,087 

up  to  February  inclusive,  and  the  medical  officer  informed  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  that 
many  had  received  advice  and  medicine  whose  names  were  not  entered  in  this  register. 

Any  person  who  is  poor  is  entitled  to  relief.  The  abuse  of  persons  participating  in  the 
benefits  of  this  charity  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  advice  is  attempted, 
but  is  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible  by  obliging  such  to  subscribe  a small  sum ; such 
poor  subscribers  are  attended,  and  get  medicines  from  the  dispensaiy.  A ticket  is  not  neces- 
sary, nor  is  there  any,  limit  as  to  their  number. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  visited,  when  necessaiy,  at  their  homes. 
The  institution  possesses  splints,  but  no  other  means  of  affording  assistance  in  case  of  acci- 
dent. There  are  no  neighbouring  practitioners.  The  usual  prescriptions  are  entered  on  the 
books. 

Wine  and  other  extras  are  not  afforded  from  the  funds  of  this  dispensary,  nor  is  there  any 
charity  in  the  neighbourhood  on'  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  guinea  and  upwards  subsciibei-s ; no  person  ex 
officio  being  in  the  principal  direction ; but  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary  have  been  left  essen- 
tially under  the  management  of  the  surgeon,  of  whose  attention  to  his  patients  the  Reverend 
Dr.  kirwan,  p.p.,  spoke  in  the  highest  terms.  This  charity  affords  another  very  striking,  but 
not  very  satisfactory,  example  of  the  whole  concerns  of  an  institution  abandoned  to  the 
management  of  one  individual,  and  that  the  very  individual  whose  direct  interest  it  is  to  ’ 
allow  as  small  a portion  as  possible  of  the  funds  to  be  expended  upon  tliose  persons  for  whose 
relief  exclusively  the  institution  was  founded,  and  is  supported  by  the  rate-payers  of  the 
county.  The  medical  officer  keeps  all  the  accounts  of  the  charity,  and  makes  all  the  pay- 
ments, which  he  enter.?  in  the  book  produced  as  the  treasurer’s  book,  but  which  is  constantly 
in  his  (the  medical  officer’s)  possession. 

There  is  a committee  appointed,  which  consists  of  six  persons,  who  meet  only  when 
required. 

The  only  officers  not  medical  are  the  treasurer  and  the  secretary,  whose  offices  are 
gratuitous. 

The  items  of  expenditure  on  account  of  this  charity  were  thus  slated,  for  the  years  1832 
and  1833 : — 

—1  8 3 2.— 


Subscriptions 
County  Grant 


£.92  - 


£.  i. 

d. 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer  on  last  ac- 

count - - - - - 

2 17 

- 

Cash  paid  for  Medicines  - - - 

30  19 

- 

Rent  of  Dispensary  . . • 

4 - 

- 

Porter’s  Wages  - 

2 10 

— 

Sundries  - - - 

5 13 

4 

Balance  paid  to  Surgeon  as  Salary  - 

46  - 

8 

£.92  - - 


1838 
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£.  s.  d.  I £.  s.  d 

Subscriptions  - - - - 53  lO  6 | Cash  paid  for  Medicines  - - - 30  - 5 

j Rent  of  Dispensary  - - - 4 - — 

Coontj  Grant  - - - - 53  ■">  6 Porter's  Salary  - - - - 2 10  - 

! Sundries  - - - - "095 

j Balance  paid  to  Surgeon  as  Salary  - 62  i a 

£.107  1 - ; £.  107  i - 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Thomas  Furlong,— Mr.  Kelly.— Mr.  W.  Kelly.— James  Kirwan,  esq.,  vice-president.— 
Captain  Lindsay. — Rev.  E.  Moore. — Daniel  Smyth,  esq. 

The  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  institution  is  intended  is  estimated  at  20,000 
the  medical  attendant  is  not  expected  to  visit  a poor  patient  at  a greater  distance  than  five 
miles  from  the  dispensary.  There  is  no  other  medical  institution  withm  six  miles. 

No  applicants,  who  are  proper  objects,  are  refused  relief. 

The  want  of  intern  accommodation  is  severely  felt ; beds  for  bad  accidents  are  in  readi- 
ness at  the  porter's  lodge,  but  on  examination  there  appeared  but  two,^  and  those  in 
miserably  small  rooms.  No  patients  were  occupying  them  at  the  period  of  this  examination, 
nor  had  they  been  occupied  tor  some  time. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a house  tolerably  central,  containing  four  rooms,  viz.  a shop,  a 
large  waiting  room  (which  was  full  of  patients  when  visited),  a store-room  and  a bed-room 
for  the  apothecary. 

For  this  a rent  of  25 1 is  paid  to  the  occupant  of  an  adjoining  house.  These  premises  are 
held  at  will,  but  it  would  be  much  better,  generally  speaking,  if  dispensary  buildings  were 
the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  a physician  and  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
Ireland,  who  has  also  a midwifery  certificate  from  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  was  foi*- 
merly  an  army  surgeon,  but  now  holds  no  other  appointment  besides  this  dispensary. 

The  apothecary  resides  at  the  dispensaiy  and  is  expected  to  be  always  m attendance  to 
dispense  the  medicines,  and  a vast  deal  of  business  appears  to  be  done,,  the  dispensary  being 
open  every  day  excepting  Sundays. 

The  chief  medical  officer  receives  from  the  general  funds  a salary  of  100  L a year  without 
allowances  of  any  kind,  and  the  apothecary  a yearly  salary  of  50 1.  and  lodgings  in  the  dis- 
pensary house,  but  he  is  expected  to  find  firing  for  the  dispensary. 

The  mode  of  election  of  the  medical  officers  is  by  vote  of  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea 
and  upwards,  and  pains  are  taken,  by  public  advertisement,  to  secure  competition.  For  the 
last  vacancy  there  were  seven  candidates. 

This  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient  number  of  individuals  capable  of  paying  for 
advice  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  a dispensary,  and  there  are  several  resi- 
dent in  the  town. 

. The  room  in  which  the  medicines  ai-e  kept  is  large  and  properly  laid  out,  but  damp  and 
not  in  tlie  very  best  order.  The  medicines  are  of  good  quMity  and  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity, including  those  of  a more  delicate  nature.  All  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co. 
of  Dublin,  and  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer,  the  cost  amounting  to  about  8Q  1.  a year,  but 
no  invoices  or  receipts  for  the  last  three  years  were  forthcoming,  as  it  was  stated  that  for  the 
last  six  months  only 'had  any  statement  of  expense  been  kept.  The  medicines  belonging  to 
the  institution  are  never  sold,  nor  are  any  kept  by  the  medical  officers  for  private  practice. 
There  appeared  to  be  a sufficient  number  of  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution 
for  its  wants,  and  they  are  not  allowed  to  be  lent  or  used  in  private  practice.  Leeches  are 
supplied  occasionally,  arrangements  being  made  for  obtaining  them  fi’om  Dublin  at  the  cost 
of  18  s.  per  hundred,  that  number  being  ordered  as  often  as  required. 

A register  is  kept  which  distinguishes  the  number  attended,  the  number  of  dispensations, 
the  name  of  each  patient,  by  w'hom  recommended,  and  the  treatment  observed  in  each  case. 
A smnmary  of  the  whole  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury. 

Any  poor  person  is  entitled  to  relief  who  has  a ticket  signed  by  one  subscriber,  and  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  number  issuable  by  each.  Domestic  servants  may  procure  tickets.  Cases 
of  accident  only  have  assistance  afforded  without  .tickets.  Persons  who  are  not  in  circum- 
stances to  require  gratuitous  assistance  sometimes  attempt  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the 
charity,  but  the  abuse  is  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible.  None  of  the  poorer  classes 
subscribe,  nor  is  a contract  for  gratuitous  assistance  ever  made  with  any  subscriber  with  a 
view  to  swelling  the  subscription  list,  and  thus  obtaining  large  grants  from  the  county. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  also  visited  at  their  otoi  homes  at  night 
or  day,  if  such  attendance  be  necessary,  or  is  requested  by  the  subscriber  who  recommends 
that  patient.  In  the  event  of  accidents,  such  as  fractures,  &c.  the  institution  does  possess 
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the  means  of  furnishing  immediate  assistance.  No  neighbouring  practitioner  is  authorized 
to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  institution.  Labour  cases,  when  difficult,  are 
attended.  Five  or  six  such  have  occurred  within  the  last  six  months ; but  a regularly 
educated  midwife  resides  in  the  totvn,  and  there  are  besides  several  skilful  women  about  the 
country. 

Though  among  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  dispensary,  there  are  none  relative  to 
vaccination,  the  medical  attendant  vaccinates  regularly.  The  results  are  found  efficacious, 
and  the  confidence  of  the  poor  pretty  general,  but  small-pox  still  prevails  to  a great 
extent.  The  medical  officer  will  not  innoculate  with  small-pox  matter. 

The  institution  does  not  provide  wine  or  any  other  extra.  Nor  is  there  any  neighbouring 
charity  on  which  the  surgeon  is  authorized  to  give  an  order  for  food,  clothes  or  fuel ; but  any 
recommendation  for  wine  or  milk,  &c.  signed  by  the  medical  attendant,  is  attended  to  at  the 
Archbishop  of  Tuam’s  palace. 

The  affairs  of  this  institution  are  most  carefully  attended  to,  and  are  not  left  to  the 
management  of  the  surgeon  alone,  nor  is  there  any  one  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direc- 
tion. '^he  general  meetings  of  the  subscribers  are  fixed  for  June  and  December,  and  minutes 
of  the  proceeding  at  these  meetings  are  regularly  kept.  At  the  last  general  meeting  more 
than  twenty  subscribers  attended. 

There  is  also  a committee  of  ten,  whose  fixed  meetings  take  place  monthly,  and  minutes 
of  their  proceedings  are  kept.  During  the  intervals  of  either  governors  or  committee,  the 
secretary  frequently  visits  the  dispensa^. 

The  officers  not  medical  are  the  president,  vice-president,  treasurer  and  secretaiy,  whose 
offices  are  all  gratuitous. 

There  is  one  porter  attached  to  this  dispensary,  who  receives  a.  salary  of  16^.  per  annum, 
but  neither  board  nor  lodging. 

The  rules  are  not  printed,  and  consist  merely  of  a series  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a general 
meeting  of  the  subscribers,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  managing  committee,  the 
non-medical  officers,  the  mode  of  disbursement,  &c. 

Reports  are  made  to  the  grand  jury  once,  and  to  the  subscribers  twice,  every  year  ; but  are 
never  printed.  The  neighbourhood  affords  an  ample  number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to 
assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  amount  of  subscription  for  the  last  year  was  - - - £.  164  - - 

County  grant  - --  --  --  --  164  - - 

£.  828  - - 


No  report  can  be  made  for  any  year  anterior  to  1833,  as  the  documents,  if  any  exist,  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  late  medical  attendant  and  treasurer.  . . ' . 

This  charity  does  not  depend  on  any  private  subscriber,  nor  is  it  likely  to  cease  to  exist, 
nor  does  any  subscriber  stipulate  for  medical  advice  or  medicine  for  himself  or  any  part  of 
his  family  gratuitously.  This  charity  possesses  no  capital  stock  in  houses,  lands,  or  other 
property  producing  income. 

By  the  reoTilations  of  the  grand  jury  of  this  county,  all  dispensary  hinds  are  paid  into  the 
Bank  at  Galway,  and  drawn  by  an  order  of  the  committee,  signed  by  the  chairman  aud 

^ ^The  accounts  are  made  up,  and  audited  once  in  the  year,  the  chief  items  of  expenditure 
being 

X.  s.  a. 


Salary  to  chief  medical  officer 
,,  to  apothecary 

„ to  porter 

Rent  of  dispensary  - 
Medicines,  about 


100  - - 

60  - - 

16  - - 


80  - - 


£.  I 271  - ^ 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Mr.  Doyle,  wine  merchant  and  grocer. — Dr.  Hehey. — Mr.  Keena,  a tanner. — Mr.  J.\mes 

Kelly. Pat  Kelly,  esq. — Peter  Kelly,  miller.— Mr.  W.  Kelly. — Mr.  Meredith,  attorney. 

— Rev.  Mr.  Nolan,  roman-catboHc  curate. — Mr.  Malaciit  Nolan,  shop-keeper Dr.  O’Connell. 

— Rev.  Mr.  O’Reilly,  roman-catholic  priest. — Mr.  Thompson,  printer. — The  late  Treasurer  of 
the  Dispensary. 


The  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  extends  about  eight  miles  in  one  direc- 
tion to  Loughmacott,  and  about  nine  in  the  other  to  Desart,  embracing  a population  of  about 
15,000.  That  portion  of  the  town  of  Athlone  which  lies  on  the  Westmeath  side  of  the 
Shannon  has  a separate  dispensary,  and  a similar  charity  exists  at  Bridewell,  about  five  miles 
distant.  Tlie  witnesses  considered  this  institution  quite  adequate  to  the  wants  of  its  district, 
but  at  the  same  time  represented  four  or  at  most  five  miles  as  the  greatest  distance  to  whicli 
such  charities  ought  to  afford  assistance.  If  a division  of  the  country  were  to  take  place, 
with  a view  to  a better  system  of  medical  relief,  such  a division  would  meet  with  general 
approbation,  and  if  it  were  to  be  accompanied  with  the  erection  of  district  hospitals,  would  be 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  poor  of  .this  neighbourhood,  who,  in  cases  of  danger,  are 
exposed  to  risk  of  life,  by  the  necessity  of  being  carried  to  the  county  infirmary,  at  Roscommon, 
upwards  of  fifteen  miles  distant,  and  even  when  carried  so  far,  that  institution  is  often  too  full 
to  be  able  to  afford  the  required  accommodation. 

The  dispensary  is  carried  on  in  a small  house  hired  from  one  of  the  subscribers ; it  is 
convenient  and  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  possesses  a comfortable  waiting-room  for 
the  patients.  It  is  held  at  a moderate  rent  from  year  to  year,  but  no  great  inconvenience 
could  be  experienced  by  a change  of  proprietors,  though  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  would 
be  more  desirable  were  all  such  places  the  property  ot  the  county. 

The  medical  attendant  is  about  twenty-five  years  of  age ; he  is  a member  of  tlie  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  London,  and  received  his  instructions  in  midwifery  at  the  Lying-in 
Hospital,  Dublin.  At  the  formation  of  the  institution  in  September  1833,  he  was  elected 
by  the  subscribers  as  general  medical  attendant ; at  that  time  he  had  just  concluded  his 
studies.  He  resides  within  a hundred  yards  of  the  place,  and  is  permitted  private  practice. 
He  possesses  no  other  appointment,  and  is  expected  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  on  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays,  from  eleven  until  two  o’clock,  an  attendance  not  considered  sufficient.  There 
are  no  express  rules  enforcing  the  regularity  of  his  attendance,  but  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners were  assured  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  that  the  subscribers  possess 
abundant  control  over  him  on  that  point,  and  that  in  case  of  any  complaint  made  by  the 
poor,  he,  the  clergyman,  would  insist  on  an  explanation,  and  that  if  it  were  not  satisfactory, 
he  would  call  a general  meeting,  and  demand  the  removal  of  the  surgeon.  Medicines  are 
dispensed  by  the  surgeon  alone : once,  on  the  occasion  of  his  illness,  he  procured  the  services 
of  another  surgeon  residing  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  when  not  on  the  spot  himself, 
any  sudden  accident,  &c.,  would  meet  with  immediate  attention  from  the  same  gentleman. 

His  salary  eighty  pounds  per  annum,  without  any  allowance  for  horse,  lodging,  &c. 
The  only  means  the  grand  jury  possess  of  preventing  tKe  payment  of  too  high  a salary  is 
the  power  of  refusing  the  presentment ; but  that  body  is  totally  unprovided  with  any  check 
on  the  possible  combination  of  an  individual  with  his  friends  to  form  an  institution  for  the 
sake  of  being  appointed  to  it.  Instances  of  this  have  not  occurred  here,  but  it  was  thought 
such  may  have  been  the  case  elsewhere. 

The  first  and  only  election  took  place  last  year,  by  public  advertisement  giving  notice  to 
candidates.  At  that  election,  it  was  understood  that  all  should  be  entitled  to  vote  who,  up  to 
the  hour  of  voting,  should  have  paid  the  sum  of  1 /.  1 s.  This  was  permitted  solely  because  the 
institution  was  new.  There  was  but  one  candidate,  and  a degree  from  some  university  or  college 
was  considered  necessary,  without  any  limitation  as  to  age.  Athlone  and  its  neighbourhood 
may  be  considered  as  wealthy.  A considerable  number  of  individuals  of  property  reside 
here,  and  in  consequence  there  are  five  or  six  medical  men  in  the  town,  but  none  of  them 
would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  charge  of  the  dispensary  gratuitously.  There  has  not 
been  any  opportunity  of  considering  the  question  of  resignations  or  retiring  allowances.  The. 
poor  here  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  power  which  they  possess,  by  appealing  to  a subscriber, 
of  checking  any  improper  conduct  or  harshness  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon  towards  them, 
and  have  even  already  acted  on  that  power ; indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  a medical  attendant 
ought  not  to  retain  his  situation,  if  he  were  known  to  be  justly  obnoxious  to  the  poorer  classes, 
whose  confidence  it  is  necessary  he  should  fully  possess,  in  order  to  be  extensively  useful. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  gratified  with  the  neatness  wliich  .appeared  to  prevail 
in  the  room  appropriated  to  the  dispensing  of  medicine.  The  medicine  is  supplied  by  the 
firm  of  Boileau  & George,  of  Dublin.  The  list  of  drugs  included  every  thing  in  general 
use ; but  of  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  preparations  there  was  only  quinine.  There  was 

E 4 enough 


Dispensaries. 

Cop/im/g/it. 

Co.  Roscommon. 

Exatninatiuns  taken  bj 
Cosack  Roney, eaq. 
W.P.  Borrett.'esq.  m.d. 

.^^WoneDispensary. 
(Roscommon  side.) 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  dec. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.) 


Dispensauies. 

Connavght. 

Co.  Roscommon. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

W.  P.Bonett,  esq.  m.c. 

ji^AZtmeDispensary. 
(Roscommon  side.) 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 

Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Patients. 


Nourishment.  V 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Managing 

Committee. 


Officers,  not 
medical. 


Attendants. 


Rules. 


32  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /mm  the  COMMISSIONERS /or  inquiring 

enough  of  every  article,  and  of  good  quality.  It  was  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  surgeon*. 
The  treasurer  said  that  he  had  paid  for  medicine,  in  the  year  1833,  the  sum  of  36?.  15  s. ; that 
none  of  it  is  ever  permitted  to  be  sold  on  any  account,  and  that  the  surgeon  does  not  practise 
as  an  apothecary.  The  apparatus  for  preparing  infusions,  &c.  was  good ; but  there  were 
no  surgical  instruments  of  any  description,  and  leeches  are  never  used. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant  of  all  the  persons  who  apply  for  relief,  distin- 
guishing all  the  necessary  particulars.  The  grand  jury  receive  a copy.  It  appears  from  it, 
that  during  last  year  4,866  patients  had  been  attended,  and  that  none  recommended  had  ever 
been  refosed  assistance  in  advice  and  medicine.  At  the  time  of  this  examination  there  were 
about  60  on  the  books.  About  cases  of  midwifery  had  been  attended ; but  there  had  been 
no  instance  of  a capital  operation. 

The  surgeon  is  expected  to  attend  to  every  one,  including  servants,  who  produces  the 
recommendation  of  a subscriber,  a condition  attended  with  but  little  difficulty,  as  but  one 
sioiiature  is  required  to  such  tickets,  which  may  be  issued  without  limit.  The  abuse  does 
not  exist  here  as  it  is  believed  elsewhere,  of  persons  in  easy  circumstances  participating  in 
the  benefits  of  the  charity ; nor  have  any  subscriptions  been  obtained  under  the  stipulation  of 
relief  being  afforded  in  return,  or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a larger  presentment  from  the 
county. 

Patients  are  prescribed  for  at  the  institution,  and  those  whose  diseases  do  not  permit  them 
to  attend  are  visited  at  their  own  homes.  The  surgeon  mentioned  a case  in  which  he  went 
ten  miles  on  such  an  occasion,  and  he  considers  himself  bound  always,  at  every  hour  of  the 
day  and  ni<yht,  to  visit  any  urgent  case  which  may  require  his  aid,  and  to  repeat  his  visits 
even  two  or  three  times  a day  in  acute  cases.  Though  the  establishment  does  not  supply 
him  with  splints,  or  instruments  of  any  kind  necessary  for  accidents,  fractures,  &c.  yet  he 
would  affo^  every  assistance  in  his  power  under  such  circumstances.  It  occasionally 
happens  that  the  prescriptions  of  a physician  in  considerable  practice,  a governor,  and  in 
possession  of  the  confidence  of  the  poor,  are  made  up  here,  but  no  others.  It  is  usual  with 
subscribers  to  recommend  only  those  lying-in  women  whose  cases  present  some  unusual 
feature,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  ignorant  and  uneducated  midwives  of  the 
town,  into  whose  hands  poor  women  usually  fall,  prevent  the  intei'ference  of  the  physician 
beino-  sought  before,  as,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  assured  by  a physician  and  the 
Catifolic  clergyman,  the  difficulties  of  the  case  have  increased  into  dangerous  and  extreme 
suffering.  The  objects  of  the  dispensary  do  not  embrace  the  gratuitous  performance  of 
vaccination.  Tlie  medical  attendant’s  opinion  is  decidedly  favourable  to  the  efficacy  of  vacci- 
nation, and  he  thinks  that  an  increasing  confidence  of  the  public  in  it  is  to  be  discerned. 
Inoculation  witJi  small-pock  is  not  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  charity  ; but  he  has  never 
adopted  that  practice.  About  six  months  ago  small-pox  prevailed  to  a considerable  extent 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  there  was 
a case  of  it  at  the  door  of  the  house. 

No  wine  or  nourishment  of  any  kind  is  supplied  to  the  poor  by  this  or  any  other  charity 
in  the  distiict. 

The  general  management  is  nominally  placed  in  the  hands  of  72  subscribers,  on  the  list  of 
whom  the  medical  officer  is  not  found.  It  yet  appears,  that  in  all  essential  particular  he 
has  the  entire  direction  of  the  institution.  There  has  been  but  one  general  meeting  smce  the 
formation  of  the  charity,  at  which  12  or  14  governors  attended.  All  are  equally  entitled 
to  vote  ; but  proxies  are  not  allowed.  No  minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings. 

There  is  not  any  managing  committee  nor  any  board  of  superintendence,  neither  does  any 
subscriber  so  far  interest  himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  institution  as  to  attend  to  them  indi- 
vidually. 

A new  treasurer  has  just  been  appointed,  on  the  resignation  of  the  former.  Religious 
feelings  are  stated  never  to  interfere  with  the  election  of  any  proper  person.  We  have 
already  mentioned  the  unusually  late  period  at  which  subscriptions  were  received  on  the 
appointment  of  the  surgeon,  and  it  is  explained  by  the  necessity  there  then  existed  of 
creating  funds  for  the  establislrment  of  the  charity.  The  treasurer  does  not  give  security. 

Nine  pounds  a year  are  paid  to  the  person  (a  subscriber)  in  whose  house  the  dispensary  is 
carried  on,  for  the  hire  of  two  rooms,  for  fuel  and  for  his  attendance. 

A few  resolutions  appear  in  the  printed  report  but  there  does  not  exist  any  series  of 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  systematic  management  of  the  'institution. 

Once  in  the  year,  when  application  is  made  for  the  presentment,  a report  is  laid  before  the 
grand  jury  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity ; on  the  last  occasion  of  this  kind,  50  copies  were  also 
struck  off  for  circulation  amongst  the  subscribers.  We  have  before  alluded  to  the  number 
of  independent  residents  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  we  are  assured,  that  at  any  time  a 
sufficient  number  of  fit  and  proper  persons  could  be  procured  quite  willing  to  co-operate 
in  any  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  poor  which  might  affo)-d  reasonable  hopes  of  effective 
succour  being  extended  to  them. 

The  following  report  shows  that  the  support  of  tliis  charity  for  the  last  year  arises  from 
subscriptions  amounting  to  79?.  9s.  and  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  60?.  The  only 
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large  subscriptions  are  two  of  five  guineas  each.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  existence 
of  the  institution  does  not  depend  on  these  contributions. 


The  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  Governors  of  the  Athlojje  Dispensary  {Roscommon  side), 
’ from  the  5th  September  1833  to  the  5th  September  1834. 


Dr. 

£.  *,  d. 

5th  Sept.  Amount  of  subscriptions  received  ----- 

79  9 - 

1834: 

July.  Amount  presented  by  the  grand  jury,  and  received  from  county 

treasurer  --------- 

£. 

139  9 - 

Cr. 

£.  s.  d. 

Paid  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  druggists,  amount  of  their  account 

36  15  4 

Paid  the  surgeon  one  year’s  salary  ------- 

Paid  advertisement  in  “ Evening  Packet  ’ ----- 

Paid  Curley,  one  year’s  rent  for  Dispensary  rooms,  to  15th  July  - 

9 - - 

Paid  sundry  postages  - - - ------ 

Paid  Stamp  Duty  for  application  and  receipt  ----- 

- 5 li 

Paid  carriage  of  medicine,  in  three  several  parcels,  per  steam-boat 

- 10  - 

Paid  for  printing  resolutions  and  accounts  ------ 

i 15  - 

129  2 li 

Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands  to  be  handed  to  his  successor  - - - 

10  6 loj 

£. 

139  9 - 

The  ftmds  are  collected  at  the  general  annual  meeting,  and  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  till  he  requires  them  for  the  payment  of  bills,  which  must  previousy  lia  ve  been 
submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  medical  attendant. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

John  Boswell,  esq.,  barrister. — W.  Boswell,  esq.,  brewer — Mr.  Conroy,  shopkeeper. —W.  Cooke, 
esq.— J.  DiLtON,  esq.— Captain  Handcock.— Dr.  Henry.- Mr.  Kellt,  apothecary. — Rev.  Mr. 
Kilroe,  parish  priesl. — Rev.  Mr.  Mofpit,  protestant  rector, — and  the' Medical  Attendant  of  the 
Institution. 

This  dispensary  is  intended  solely  for  the  parish  of  St.  Mary’s,  being  that  part  of  the  town 
of  Athlone  which  lies  on  the  Westmeath  side  of  the  river,  and  extends  some  way  into  the 
adjoining  county : it  contains  a population  of  above  7,000,  none  of  whom  live  at  a greater 
distance  than  three  miles,  at  Baylin.  There  is  another  institution  of  the  same  kind  in  the 
larger  portion  of  the  town,  in  the  county  Roscommon ; one  also  at  Brideswell,  in  the  same 
county,  about  five  miles  off;  and  another  at  Glassen,  in  Westmeath,  about  four  miles.  The 
medical  attendants  to  these  dispensaries  reside  in  Athlone.  Great  inconvenience  is  felt  in  this 
town  from  the  want  of  an  hospital.  The  county  infirmaiy  at  Mullingar  is  altogether  too  far  to 
be  of  any  use  here,  particularly  as  no  governor  of  it  resides  in  tlie  town.  Even  when  an  order 
has  been  procured,  and  patients  removed  tliither,  tlie  hospital  being  occasionally  found  full, 
they  have  not'been  able  to  gain  admission,  and  have  been  obliged,  in  this  case,  to  be  placed 
in  private  lodgings,  at  the  expense  of  the  persons  recommending  them.  Such  instances  had 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  most  of  the  gentlemen ; but  Mr.  Coohe,  a governor  of  the  county 
infirmary,  did  not  recollect  any  case  which,  when  transmitted  to  Mulhngar,  had  been  refused 
admission.  This  part  of  the  county  feels  it  a severe  burden  to  be  taxed  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  hospital  from  which  it  receives  not  the  least  benefit;  and  a general  wish  was  expressed 
to  remedy  this  grievance  by  the  erection  of  three  or  four  small  general  hospitals- in  distinct 
localities ; one  such  hospital  could,  without  much  expense,  be  established  here.  Some  years 
ago,  when  the  funds  of  this  dispensary  were  in  a flourishing  state,  the  pressing  necessities  of 
the  poor  induced  the  governors  to  commence  an  hospital  for  their  reception.  It  was  soon 
found  that  the  costs  of  it  had  been  much  underrated,  and  the  building  was  only  saved  from 
felling  into  the  hands  of  the  creditors  by  Lord  Castlemaine  advancing  money  to  the  amount 
of  eight  years’  subscription.  Part  of  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  are,  even  still,  applied  to 
the  liquidation  of  this  debt.  The  charity  has  never  been  able  to  maintain  any  intern  patients ; 
and  tlie  building,  considered  as  an  hospital,  has  never  been  of  use.  If  any  assistance  were 
afforded  towards  effecting  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  at  first  intended,  many  of  the 
gentlemen  examined  state  their  perfect  readiness  to  subscribe.  In  this  house  the  dispensary 
is  carried  on ; it  is  certainly  admirably  adapted  for  an  hospital ; it  is  substantially  built, 
and  two  stories  in  height;  the  upper  part  consists  of  four  small  rooms  and  a large  lobby, 
affording  comfortable  accommodation  for  at  least  twelve  patients.  The  waiting-room  and 
0.5.  F apothecary’s 
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apothecary’s  shop  occupy  part  of  the  ground  floor,  the  remainder  being  appropriated  to  the 
servant  and  his  wife,  who  take  care  of  the  house.  The  situation  of  the  building,  outside  of 
the  town,  on  high  and  open  ground,  is  wanting  in  nothing  but  a supply  of  water.  There 
are  no  baths.  The  witnesses  present  concurred  in  asserting  that  the  site  of  the  building, 
as  well  as  a small  garden  attached  to  it,  have  been  public  property  from  time  immemorial, 
and  that,  if  necessary,  they  would  maintain  tire  right.  The  Protestant  rector  of  the  parish, 
however,  claimed  the  property  as  being  glebe  ground,  but  said  he  never  would  demand  rent, 
nor  take  steps  to  establish  his  alleged  right.  Neither  he  nor  any  one  else  ever  demanded 
rent  for  it. 

A gentleman,  set.  28,  was  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant  to  this  hospital  in 
September  1833.  The  election  took  place  at  a meeting  of  the  subscribers.  Previous  to 
his  election,  he  followed  his  profession  in  the  town  where  he  still  resides,  about  a quarter  of 
a mile  from  the  dispensary,  and  engages  in  private  practice.  He  is  a member  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons  in  London,'  and  has  attended  to  midwifery  at  the  lying-in  hospital  in  Dublin  ; 
but  did  not  remain  long  enough  to  take  out  a diploma.  He  holds  no  other  appointment, 
and  has  been  found  very  regular  in  his  attendance ; but  if  obliged  through  illness  or  other- 
wise to  absent  himself  for  a time.  Dr.  Henry  would  discharge  his  duties.  Mondays  and 
Thursdays,  from  eleven  till  two  o’clock,  are  considered  to  afibrd  ample  time  for  all  that  is 
required  of  him ; but  he  is  always  ready  to  afibrd  his  services,  and  dispenses  the  medicines  in 
person,  providing  also  for  immediate  relief,  should  any  emergency  occur  when  he  may  not 
be  on  the  spot.  The  poor  are  well  aware  that  a controlling  power  lies  with  the  subscribers,, 
to  which  they  could  appeal,  should  he  be  irregular  or  inattentive. 

He  receives  a salary  of  36Z.  18s.  4d.,  and  has  not  any  further  allowance.  The  gentleman 
present  agree  in  believing,  that  though  it  is  not  the  case  here,  in  many  other  places,  medical 
men  have  combined  with  their  friends  to  raise  an  institution  by  feigned  subscriptions,  in  order 
to  secure  an  appointment  an  abuse  which  the  power  possessed  by  the  grand  jury,  of  refusing 
the  presentment,  was  not  found  sufficient  to  counteract. 

At  the  last  election  (of  which  due  notice  was  given  in  two  newspapers,  together  with  the 
qualifications  required  in  candidates,  viz.  a degree  from  some  College  or  University,)  none 
voted  but  those  who  had  paid  a subscription  of  1 Z.  1 s.  Tlie  present  medical  officer  was 
the  only  candidate.  This  district  is  not  wanting  in  a considerable  number  of  opulent  in- 
dividuals ; but  although  their  presence  has  induced  four  or  five  qualified  medical  men  to 
settle  here,  and  notwithstanding  Dr.  Henry  did  in  fact  attend  the  dispensary  gratuitously 
for  upwards  of  20  years,  there  is  not  at  present  any  one  who  would  undertake  the  duty 
without  some  compensation. 

The  medicines  are  dispensed  in  a room  which  is  neatly  kept,  and  well  fitted  up.  The 
drugs  were  good,  but  scarcely  in  sufficient  quantity.  They  are  under  the  care  of  the  servant, 
and  always  kept  locked,  and  on  no  account  allowed  to  be  sold.  Messrs.  Boileau  & George, 
of  Dublin,  supply  all  medicine,  and  the  treasurer,  when  paying  their  bill,  debits  them  with 
1 Z.  1 s.  as  their  annual  subscription.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  satisfied  with  the 
appearance  of  the  apparatus  used  in  preparing  infusions,  &c.,  the  measures,  weights,  &c.; 
but  regretted  to  find  that  the  charity  provided  neither  surgical  instruments  nor  leeches. 

A very  accurate  register  is  kept  by  the  surgeon,  of  which  a copy  is  annually  laid  before 
the  grand  jury.  The  surgeon  never  refuses  attention  to  any  applicant,  and  he  had  about 
twenty  externs  on  his  book  at  the  time  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner’s  visit.  He  had  at- 
tended six  cases  of  midwifery  during  the  previous  year,  but  he  had  had  no  occasion  to  per- 
form any  capital  operation. 

Whoever  can  procure  the  recommendation  of  a governor  (a  condition  entailing  no  difficulty,, 
as  the  number  of  such  papers  is  unlimited,  and  a single  signature  is  sufficient)  is  entitled  to 
claim  the  attention  of  the  surgeon.  Relief,  in  fact,  is  attainable  by  every  indigent  person,, 
though  the  subscribers  are  very  few.  Few  participate  in  the-  benefits  of  the  charity  who 
are  not  in  circumstances  requiring  gratuitous  relief,  if  we  except  servante  of  the  upper  class  : 
it  was  not  long  since  that  the  medical  attendant  was  called  to  a considerable  distance,  and 
in  the  night  time,  to  visit  a lady’s  maid,  at  the  house  of  one  of  the  governors. 

This  charity  does  not  confine  its  relief  merely  to  the  prescribing  for  and  giving  medicine  to 
such  patients  as  come  to  the  dispensaiy.  The  poor,  whose  diseases  do  not  admit  of  their  leaving 
home,  are  visited  in  their  houses  by  the  medical  attendant  as  often  as  the  circumstances  require, 
whetlier  by  day  or  night,  and  any  where  within  three  miles.  The  institution  does  not  possess, 
any  splints  or  bandages  for  the  securing  of  fractures  or  other  accidents.  The  only  prescrip- 
tions compounded  here,  besides  those  of  the  medical  attendant,  are  those  of  Dr.  Henry. 
When  lying-in  women  experience  any  great  difficulty  or  delay  in  parturition,  the  medical 
attendant  is  sent  for;  under  ordinary  circumstances  they  are  attended  by  midwives,, 
who,  for  the  most  part,  are  excessively  ignorant;  there  being  not  more  than  one  oi* 
two  who  are  properly  qualified.  The  opinion  of  the  surgeon  is  decidedly  against  the  prac- 
tice of  inoculation  with  small  pox.  He  stated  that  that  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  for 
some  time  past,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  strong  prejudices  of  the  lower  orders  against 
vaccination,  for  the  systematic  performance  of  which  there  is  no  regular  provision  here,  ma- 
terially impede  whatever  check  that  practice  might  be  on  the  disease.  With  the  exception, 
of  the  Protestant  rector,  who  had  had  small  pox  after  vaccination  in  his  own  family,  the  rest, 
are  strongly  in  favour  of  it. 

• The 
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The  narrow  resources  of  this  institution  do  not  admit  of  giving  wine  or  other  nourish- 
ment to  the  sick  poor.  The  supply  of  such  things  is  often  more  wanted  than  medicine  j and 
•it  is  but  too  true,  that  death  from  privation  of  sufiicient  food  too  frequently  occurs  amongst 
the  destitute  populaticm  of  this  town. 

Lunatic  patients  must  be  sent  to  the  lunatic  district  asylum  at  Ma^borough,  which  is  50 
miles  off;  that  which  is  at  Ballinasioe,  at  a distance  of  about  12  miles,  serves  for  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught  only. 

Maryborough,  it  was  remarked,  is  very  ineligibly  placed,  being  far  in  the  south  of  the 
district  for  which  it  is  intended,  which  includes  Longford  and  Westmeath,  besides  the  King’s 
and  Queen’s  counties ; and  it  is  much  the  same  with  Ballinasloe,  which  lies  in  the  south- 
eastern corner  of  its  district,  almost  in  the  verge  of  it.  Airother  inconvenience  in  the  trans- 
mission of  lunatics  arose  from  the  want  of  funds.  The  governor  of  the  Maryborough 
asylum,  who  was  applied  to  in  a recent  instance,  could  not  assist  them,  there  being  no  money 
allowed  for  that  purpose  from  the  funds  of  the  institution,  and  great  delay  was  experienced 
from  the  only  resource  which  remained,  namely,  that  of  a private  subscription. 

The  general  management  of  the  charity  is  nominally  vested  in  the  22  or  23  subscribers 
but  it  is  in  truth  intrusted  to  the  surgeon,  who  is  a governor,  and  to  the  treasurer.  Sum- 
monses are  annually  issued  for  a general  meeting  ; but,  except  on  the  occasion  of  an  election, 
•one  rarely  takes  place. 

There  is  no  managing  committee.  The  subscribers  are  said  to  be  summoned  for  particular 
business,  and  the  resolutions  passed  to  be  entered  in  the  book.  The  last  entry  bears  the  date 
•of  February  1884 ; but  we  ascertained  that  the  signatures  attaclied  to  it  were  procured,  by 
sending  the  book  round  to  the  residences  of  the  various  gentlemen.  The  Protestant  rector 
says  he  is  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  dispensary. 

The  treasurer,  was  appointed  some  years  ago.  There  is  no  exclusion  from  any  office  on 
account  of  religious  opinions : the  last  surgeon  was  a Catholic.  The  treasurer  receives  no 
salary,  and  gives  no  security ; but  he  annually  submits  his  accounts  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner,  both  to  the  grand  jury  and  the  subscribers. 

A man  and  his  wife  reside  in  the  house,  in  order  to  take  care  of  it;  they  receive  2l.  a year 
in  wages,  and  are  allowed  4 1.  for  fuel. 

There  are  no  rules  for  the  management  of  this  institution. 

Reports  are  annually  drawn  ; copies  are  printed  and  sent  round  to  each  of  the  subscribers, 
•and  to  the  grand  jury.  This  year  some  gentlemen  doubled  the  usual  amount  of  their  sub- 
scriptions, as  they  were  anxious  to  present  a piece  of  plate  to  Dr.  Henry,  on  his  retiring  from 
the  dispensary,  which  he  had  attended  gratuitously  for  a period  of  23  years.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  above  individuals  raised  a sum  of  twenty  pounds  amongst  themselves,  and  by 
placing  it  under  the  head  of  subscriptions,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  they  obtained  from  the  grand 
jury  a similar  sum,  which  was  applied  as  intended.  Every  person  present  expressed  a wish 
to  see  some  measures  adopted  by  the  legislature  for  the  relief  of  the  sick,  aged  and  infirm. 


The  Treasurer  in  account  for  the  Athloke  Dispensary,  for  one  year,  ending 
1st  January  1833. 


Dr. 

Subscriptions  , - . 

Presented  by  County,  Lent  Assizes 


Cr. 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer  on  last  Account 

Faid  Eight  hon.  Lord  Castlemaine,  3d  instalment  ---- 

Housekeeper,  nine  months’ salary  to  20  Jan.  1832  - - - - 

,,  Allowance  for  turf  to  ditto  ------ 

„ „ for  brooms  to  ditto  . . - - - 

Medical  Attendant,  six  months’  salary  to  20  Jan.  1832  , - - 

■Daniel  Longworth,  for  glazing 

Medical  Attendant,  for  six  months  to  20  July  1832  . - - - 

Printing  and  Stationery  - 
Carriage  of  Parcel  from  Dublin 

Stamps  on  Receipts  to  Co.  Treasurer  ------ 

Book  for  Dispensary  returns  -------- 

Paid  Messrs.  West  for  a piece  of  Plate  ordered  to  be  presented  to  Dr.  Henry 
Postages  - 

Messrs.  Boileau  & George’s  Subscription,  to  credit  in  acdount  with  them 


Deduct  Receipts  - « 

Treasurer  in  advance  - 


- 

£.  s,  d. 
51  12  - 
51  12  - 

£. 

103  4 - 

\ 

16  7 6S 

- ■ 

10  10  - 

1 10  - 

- 

3 - - 

_ 

- 6 6 

18  9 

- 

- 1'2  - 

- 

18  9 3^ 

. 

- 13  8 

- 2 8 

- 2 - 

- 7 6 

- 

40  - - 

: 

- I 4 

1 1 - 

lio  12  8 J 

103  4 - 

£. 

7 8 8 ^ 
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Diepensauies. 

Connaught. 

Co.  Roscommon. 

Examinations  tnlteii  bj 
Cusack  Eouey,  esq. 
W.P.  Borretr,  esq.  m.e. 

Athlone  Dispensary. 
(Westmeath  side.) 


Funds  and  Ac- 
counts. Receipts. 


Accounts. 


Buylt  Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


The  Treasurer  in  account  for  the  Athlone  Dispensary,  from  ist  January  1833 
ist  January  1834. 


Dr. 

Subscriptions  - - - - 

Presented  by  County,  Lent  Assi2es,  1833 


Cr. 


Balance  due  to  J’reasurer  on  last  account  - - - • - - 

Paid  Right  hon.  Lord  Castlemaine,  4th  instalment  ------ 

Paid  Messrs.  Boileau  & George  half  a year's  salary  due  to  the  late  Mr.  Carr,  to 
the  20th  Jan.  1833,  by  order  of  his  executor  - 
Housekeeper,  from  15th  Sept,  1832  to  1st  Feb.  1834  . . - - - 

Same,  for  turf  ------------ 

„ for  towels,  brooms,  &c.  --------- 

Paid  present  Medical  Attendant,  to  8th  Aug.  1833  ------ 

„ Advertisements  for  Medical  Attendant 

, Lennon  for  repairs  of  roof,  &c.  -------- 

j,  Daniel  Longworth,  for  glazing 
„ Stamps  on  Receipts  to  Co.  Treasurer 

„ hlr.  Denis  Kelly,  for  Medicines  supplied  in  the  interim  of  an  order  to  Messrs. 

Boileau  & George  and  their  arrival  from  Dublin  - - - - - 

„ Sundry  Postages  - --  --  --  --  -- 

„ Parcel  per  coach,  2 s.  8 d.,  and  freight  of  Medicines,  .is.  - 

„ Printing  and  Stationery  ---------- 

Messrs.  Boileau  & George’s  Subscription,  credited  to  Dispensary  in  their  account  - 
To  balance  in  Treasurers  hands  - 


30  Jan.  1834. 


£. 


38  49  6 


7 8 


2 15 
5 10 


18  9 3f 


- 19 

- 5 

- 3 

- 17 


The  amount  of  annual  subscriptions  for  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows: — 1831, 

37^.  16s.  6f^.;  1832,  51 /.  12s. ; 1833,  38  Z. -19s.  6<i.  The  same  sums  were  annually  allowed 

by  the  grand  jury.  Until  some  few  years  ago  annual  subscriptions  used  to  bring  in  nearly 
120/.;  but  at  that  time  there  was  not  any  dispensary  at  Glassan,  nor  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water.  The  corporation  used  also  to  give  10  L,  w'hich  has  been  since  discontinued. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Kilroe,  p.  p.,  observed,  that  he  did  not  subscribe,  owing  to  the  following 
circumstance : some  unfortunate  persons,  who  were  turned  out  of  their  lodgings,  being  ill 
with  fever,  were  brought  to  the  dispensary  by  himself  and  Mr.  Dillon,  in  a handbarrow,  in 
which  the  poor  patients  were  only  covered  with  a few  boughs  of  trees.  They  were  refused 
admittance,  on  the  ground  that  the  institution  was  only  for  dispensary  purposes,  and  not 
for  fever  patients.  Two  died  in  consequence.  It  was  thought  most  inhuman  to  refuse  these 
poor  creatures  the  temporary  shelter  they  stood  so  much  in  need  of ; and  great  complaint 
was  made  of  governors  opposmg,  most  unaccountably,  the  opening  of  the  hospital  for  the 
reception  of  patients.  Only  one  subscriber  of  ten  guineas.  On  inquiring  into  the  cause  of 
the  small  number  of  subscribers,  we  were  informed  that  every  step  had  been  taken  to  increase 
their  numbers,  and  that  application  had  been  made  to  the  proprietors  of  large  estates,  to 
two  or  tliree  in  particular,  which  had  been  met  by  refusals.  The  poor  tenants  living  on 
these  properties  procured  relief  under  the  tickets  of  those  who  do  subscribe.  No  property  of 
any  kind  belongs  to  the  institution. 

Subscriptions  are  generally  sent  to  the  treasurer,  who  retains  them  till  wanted  for  use. 

The  principal  heads  of  expenditure  are  surgeon’s  salary,  medicine  and  servants’  wages. 
These  and  a few  other  items  amounted  to,  in  the  years  1831,  93/.  14s.  3^t/.;  1832, 
109/.  Os.  6|</.;  1833,  69/.  16s.  Bills  are  examined  previous  to  payment  by  the 

ti’easurer,  who  then  pays  them  at  his  own  discretion. 

Accounts  ai-e  made  up  each  year  ; but  it  is  found  impossible  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
subscribers  on  them,  as,  though  they  ai-e  always  summoned  to  the  yearly  meeting,  they  never 
attend.  Copies  of  the  accounts  are,  however,  printed,  and  each  subscriber,  as  well  as  the 
grand  jury,  receives  one. 


Persons  ivho  attended  the  Examination. 

Dr.  Cryew,  physician  of  the  town. — Rev.  Mr.  Divine,  p.r.~ The  medical  attendant  of  the  Insti- 
tution.  Rev.  Mr.  Haciiet,  vicar  of  the  parish. — Mr.  John  Mulhall,  governor. — J.  Robertson, 

governor  and  member  of  the  committee. — Mr.  James  McDonnell..— John  Smalluan.— " 
Dr.  Cranston,  &o. 

The  population  of  the  country  for  which  this  institution  is  intended  is  about  1 0,000,  and  its 
extent  six  miles ; the  only  institution  within  that  distance  is  Croghan,  five  miles  off.  There 
are  no  other  institutions,  and  it  is  considered  that  this  one  is  not  sufficient  for  the  extent  of 
countiy  to  which  it  affords  relief.  Thfe  population  of  about  four  or  five  miles  would  be  sufh- 
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cient  for  one  dispensary,  though  none  who  are  recommended  have  been  refused  medical  relief  Dispensaries. 
here.  Great  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  intern  accommodation.  It  would  be  ComiaugM 
veiy  desirable  to  form  medical  districts,  with  a dispensary  attached  to  each;  and  the  want  Roscorauion. 
of  such  is  very  sensibly  felt.  

The  dispensary  is  situated  in  a house  belonging  to  a principal  proprietor,  for  which.no  rent 
is  paid.  There  are  no  baths  in  the  institution.  W.P.  Boneit.esq.u.D. 

There  are  two  medical  officers,  the  one  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ire-  Dispensary, 

land,  and  surgeon  to  the  Roscommon  militia,  aged  53  ; and  the  other  aged  37,  who  graduated 
at  Edinburgh,  is  medical  attendant,  also,  of  the  Croghan  dispensary,  attends  the  police,  -pheBuildiiiff. 
and  the  tenants  of  the  principal  proprietor  before  alluded  to,  all  of  whom  get  their  medicine  and 

at  this  dispensary ; they  reside  within  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  institution.  The  first  Qj-gmi js. 
was  appointed  on  a death-vacancy,  in  December  1819;  the  second  in  August  1826,  on  the  Medical  Officers, 
resignation  of  the  former  surgeon ; they  were  appointed  by  the  subscribers ; are  allowed 
private  practice,  but  attend  the  dispensary  twice  a week,  Mondays  and  Thursdays.  Duty 
never  done  by  proxy. 

There  is  an  apothecary,  who  attends  from  twelve  to  three  o’clock  on  Mondays  and  Thurs-  Other  Officers, 
days.  The  gentlemen  present  think  the  hours  and  days  of  attendance  sufficiently  frequent. 

A complaint  may  be  made  to  a subscriber.  Either  of  the  medical  gentlemen  are  always  on 
the  spot  to  afford  immediate  relief.  The  medicines  are  distributed  by  the  apothecary  or  his 
assistant. 

The  two  medical  officers  are  paid  30 L each  per  annum;  the  apothecary,  25 Z.  There  is  Payment, 
no  allowance  for  a horse,  or  any  mode  of  conveyance,  nor  is  either  provided  with  board  or 
lodging. 

Medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  a meeting  being  called  for  the  Election, 
purpose.  There  are  no  means  used  to  ensure  any  large  competition,  and  it  was  stated  that  the 
establishment  of  this  charity  was  kept  secret  at  the  time,  fearing  that  particular  persons  would 
apply  for  the  medical  appointment.  It  would  be  most  desirable  to  have  a controlling  power 
over  the  elections,  particularly  as  it  was  confidently  thought  that  no  medical  man  could  be 
elected  there  but  with  the  approbation  of  one  individual.  Physicians  or  surgeons  that  are 
candidates  must  have  a degree  from  some  university  or  college.  An  apothecary  must  be  a 
master  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall,  Dublin.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  officers. 

There  were  two  candidates  at  the  last  vacancy.  It  is  not  necessary  to  send  any  notice  of 
appointment  to  the  grand  jury.  The  conditions  for  voting  are  acted  up  to.  There  is  only  one 
medical  man  in  the  district  qualified  to  be  elected.  There  are  no  retiring  allowances.  In 
case  of  harshness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant,  the  poor  can  complain  to  a 
subscribei-,  and  are  aware  that  they  can  do  so.  It  is  not  thought  that  the  medical  officers 
are  ever  appointed  or  retained  contrary  to  the  feelings  of  the  people. 

The  room  where  the  medicines  are,  and  the  bottles,  &c.  appear  neatly  kept.  The  medi-  Pharmacy, 
cines  are  of  good  quality  but  by  no  means  of  sufficient  quantity,  particularly  as  the  tenants 
above  alluded  to  are  supplied  from  tlie  dispensary  stock ; although  one  of  the  medical  attend- 
ants is  paid  a salary  for  attending  them.  Medicines  of  the  more  delicate  discriptions  are  not 
kept  at  this  institution,  but  the  treasurer  stated  that  if  required,  they  would  be  got  at  mi  apo- 
thecary’s shop  in  the  town.  They  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.  of  Dublin,  and 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer;  the  annual  expense  for  the  last  three  years  was,  for  1831, 

4ol.  Os.  2d.;  for  1832,  41 Z.  3s.  8<Z.;  for  1833,  30  Z.  11  s.  11  cZ.  The  treasurer  and 
apothecary  both  have  keys  to  the  shop.  The  medicines  are  never  sold.  The  apothecary  has 
an  establishment  in  the  town  of  Boyle.  There  are  no  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the 
institution.  Leeches  are  too  expensive  to  be  used  ; in  fact,  the  parsimony  in  this  establish- 
ment, as  to  the  supply  of  medicine,  is  so  great  that  one  of  the  physicians  complains  he 
cannot  order  what  is  necessary ; the  treasurer  will  not  allow  it,  and  appears  to  order 
only  what  he  thinks  proper. . There  is  no  regulation  as  to  vaccination,  the  treasurer ’having 
withdrawn  the  subscription,  and  no  means  taken  to  ensure  a supply  of  lymph  from  the 
Vaccine  Board  at  Dublin.  The  medical  attendants  are  not  prevented,  but  never  do  inoculate 
with  sraall-pock  matter. 

There  is  a register  kept  by  the  medical  attendants,  and  a copy  sent  to  the  grand  jury;  Registraiion. 
none  are  refused  attendance  if  recommended.  There  were  about  12,  capital  operations 
within  the  last  three  years,  out  of  which  one  death  occurred.  Midwifery  cases  are  not  at  all 
attended  from  the  dispensary. 

A recommendation  is  necessary,  and  there  is  no  particular  regulation  as  to  servants  of  who  eiitiiied  to 
subscribers.  Attendance  is  very  often  given  to  those  not  proper  objects  of  charity.  The  Relief, 
attendance  and  medicine  afforded  to  the  tenants  before  stated,  and  to  the  police,  keeps  the 
apothecary  or  his  assistant  on  constant  duty.  The  rule  is  that  each  subscriber  can  only 
recommend  one  patient,  but  this  rule  is  not  strictly  adhered  to ; the  clergy  can  recommend 
as  many  as  they  please.  However,  the  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  and  many  other  persons 
will  neither  subscribe  nor  recommend  as  long  as  the  establishment  is  so  conducted,  the 
ti-easurer  having  almost  the  whole  control. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  they  are  also  attended  at  their  own  dwellings  Extern  Patients, 
within  the  town,  and,  if  required,  they  would  be  paid  two  or  three  visits  in  the  day.  Ihere  is 
no  regulation  to  enforce  attendance  at  night ; it  rests  merely  on  the  will  of  the  medical 
attendants,  and  one  stated  that  he  would  attend,  the  other  would  not.  In  case  of  acci- 

o.<5.  p 3 dents. 
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ment. 
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Rules. 


Reports. 


Funds,  Accounts 
and  Receipts. 


Collection , Custody. 
Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


dents,  &c.  the  institution  does  not  possess  the  means,  splints,  bandages,  &c.  of  affording 
assistance.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended  by  midwives,  from  whose  ignorance  injury  fre- 
quently arises.  "Vaccination  would  be  a great  preventative  to  small-pock  which  has  been 
frequent  of  late  years  ; the  opinion  of  the  better  class  is  favourable  to  vaccination,  and  the 
lower  order  would  frequently  use  it  if  there  were  an  establishment  formed  for  the  purpose. 

Wine  is  given  when  ordered ; about  six  bottles  ai-e  used  in  the  year  ; there  is  no  institu- 
tion on  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  food,  &c. 

Twelve  constitute  the  general  direction ; no  salaried  officers  are  governors.  The  manage- 
ment seems  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  treasurer,  even  as  to  the  quantity  of  medicine, 
which  is  insufficient  to  supply  the  poor  of  the  district.  There  is  a meeting  once  in  each 
year,  which  is  constituted  of  no  particular  number;  from  two  to,  five  generally  attend.  All 
governors  are  entitled  to  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Minutes  of  tlie  proceedings  are  kept. 

A managing  committee  is  named,  which  ought  to  meet  quarterly,  but  does  not.  Minutes 
are  kept  of  their  proceedings  when  they  do  meet.  There  is  no  board  of  superintendence 
fixed  by  grand  jury.  Governors  never  visit  patients  officially. 

All  officers  are  appointed  by  the  subscribers  ; the  same  gentleman  acts  as  collector  and 
treasurer.  There  has  been  no  election  since  1813.  There  are  no  bye-laws.  The  voting  is 
open.  The  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  think  the  mode  of 
election  by  no  means  beneficial,  and  in  consequence  will  not  subscribe.  Religious  belief 
does  not  exclude  persons  from  being  officers.  It  certainly  would  be  desirable  to  vest,  in 
a superior  authority,  a veto,  to  prevent  improper  appointments.  There  are  no  paid  officers, 
unless  the  medical  attendants.  The  treasurer  gives  no  security  ; he  accounts  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  subscribers  and  to  the  grand  jury. 

There  is  one  attendant  who  receives  Gl.  per  annum  for  attendance  and  firing,  does  not 
reside  in  the  house,  has  no  other  perquisite,  and  has  been  appointed,  and  can  be  discharged 
by  the  treasurer. 

There  are  no  printed  rules  ; but  there  are  some  resolutions  scattered  here  and  there  through 
the  book,  purporting  to  be  an  account  of  the  occasional  meetings  that  take  place.  The  pre- 
sent regulations  restrict  the  utility  of  the  institution  materially  ; in  fact,  all  persons  agree  in 
the  propriety  of  a total  change  in  the  system. 

Reports  relating  to  admissions,  discharges,  cures,  &c.  are  made  to  the  subscribers  and 
grand  jury,  but  are  not  printed.  The  clergy,  medical  men,  gentry,  &c.  might  be  formed  into 
a general  hoard  of  health,  which  would  be  beneficial. 

In  1832  the  subscriptions  were  69l.  16s.  2£?. ; in  1833,  69/.  2s.  9rf. ; and  in  1834, 
07 1.  Os.  9d.  The  presentments  were  to  the  same  amount  respectively.  The  poorer  classes 
do  not  subscribe.  The  proprietor  whose  tenants  are  attended,  as  before  stated,  subscribes 
20  Z.  and  another  subscriber  contributes  30  /.  a year.  If  the  subscriptions  were  materially  to 
fall  off,  it  would  render  the  institution  inefficient  if  not  knock  it  up  altogetlier.  There  are 
no  stipulations  accompanying  subscriptions.  There  is  a donation  of  lOOZ.  from  the  Rev. 
H.  Gouldbury,  lodged  with  tlie  proprietor  aforesaid,  for  which  he  pays  interest  to  the  dis- 
pensary, 6 1.  per  cent.  Irish. 

The  funds  are  paid  in  to  the  treasurer,  and  lie  in  the  savings  bank  in  his  name. 

In  1831  the  expenditure  was  140/.  17s.  8d. ; in  1832,  156/.  7s.  lO^d. ; and  in  1833, 
138/.  4.5.  The  general  heads  of  expenditure  are,  salaries  to  medical  officers,  medicines, 
wages,  &c.  Bills  are  examined  by  the  treasurer,  by  whose  order  they  are  paid,  and  through 
whose  hands  the  payments  are  made ; he  submits  the  accounts  to  the  committee  once  a year. 

Accounts  are  made  up  yearly,  and  all  who  attend  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  them. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Brideswell  Teddy  Kelly  Smith. — James  Kilroy,  labourer. — George  King,  esq.,  governor,  treasurer  and 

Disjiensary.  secretary The  Rev.  R.  Macpanghin,  Roman-catholic  curate. — iMiciiaei.  Smith,  shoemaker. — 

— — The  Medical  Attendant. 


Population  and  Tins  district  comprises  two  whole  parishes  and  parts  of  four  others.  The  district  is  very 

Extent  of  Country,  extensive,  being  six  -or  seven  miles  to  its  most  distant  point.  The  nearest  medical  institu- 
tions are  Athlone  dispensary,  Roscommon  side,  about  five  miles,  Lecarrow  dispensary,  seven 
miles,  and  Ballinasloe,  in  tlie  county  Galway,  about  nine  miles.  The  Brideswell  dispensary 
is  AA-ell  placed  with  regard  to  the  surrounding  country ; but  there  is  still  a considerable  part 
of  the  county  southward  unprovided  with  medical  aid.  From  four  to  five  miles  is  a suffi- 
cient extent  for  one  district.  No  great  evil  is  said  to  arise  here  from  the  want  of  intern 
accommodation;  if  it  could  be  afforded  at  Ballinasloe  or  Athlone,  it  would  be  sufficient.  ' 


Building,  Furniture  The  dispensary  is  held  in  a large  and  commodious  one-roomed  house.  It  is  well  arranged 
and  Grounds.  and  fitted  up  with  shelves,  counter  and  drawers,  table,  chairs,  five-place,  &c. ; and  contains 
an  excellent  supply  of  medicines.  There  is  ample  accommodation  for  patients.  The  dis- 
pensary 
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pensary  was  built  from  the  funds  of  the  establishment,  and  it  was  not  known  whether 
rent  will  be  paid  or  not. 

The  medical  officer  is  about  31  years  of  age,  and  graduated  at  Edinburgh.  He  resides  in 
the  town  of  Athlone,  five  Irish  miles  from  the  dispensary,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in 
1830,  at  a meeting  of  the  subscribers  at  large.  He  practises  as  a physician  in  Athlone, 
but  attends  no  other  institution.  He  was  educated  for  midwifery  at  the  lying-in  hospital, 
Dublin,  and  in  Edinburgh.  Attends  two  days  in  the  week,  on  Mondays  and  Tliursdays, 
from  ten  imtil  one  o’clock,  and  longer  if  necessary.  There  exist  no  regulations  with  reo-ard 
to  the  case  of  his  illness,  or  unavoidable  temporary  absence  ,•  but,  in  such  cases,  he  would 
find  a substitute.  The  duty  has  never  been  performed  by  proxy.  In  case  of  neglect,  the 
poor  can  complain  to  a subscriber,  and  would  do  so  with  safety.  Medicines  are  dispensed 
by  the  medical  officer  himself,  who  is  paid  80 1.  per  annum  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity, 
and  has  no  other  allowance  whatsoever.  The  county  has  no  power  over  the  institution, 
unless  by  lessening  the  presentments. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large.  There  was  public  notice  given 
of  the  election.  A degree  from  some  university  was  considered  indispensable  in  a candidate. 
At  the  last  election  there  was  only  one  candidate.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  age.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  send  any  notice  of  appointment  to  the  grand  jury.  The  neighbourhood  is 
not  capable  of  supporting  a medical  man  independent  of  the  dispensary.  The  present 
medical  officer  has  the  perfect  confidence  of  the  poor. 

The  room  is  neatly  kept,  and  the  medicines  of  good  quafity,  and  in  sufficient  quantity. 
They  are  supplied  by  Lecky  and  Moore,  of  Dublin,  who  are  subscribers.  They  are  paid  for 
by  the  treasurer.  The  expense  for  the  last  three  years  was,  for  1831,  26/.  2s.  \d.;  for  1832, 
35/.  4s.  Gd.;  for  183.3,  42/.  4s.  The  medicine  room  is  always  locked,  and  the  key  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  physician.  No  medicines  are  ever  sold.  There  are  no  surgical  instru- 
ments belonging  to  the  institution.  Leeches  have  not  been  used,  but  would  be  had  if 
necessary.  V accination  is  not  usual  here,  but  the  medical  officer  is  endeavouring  to  introduce 
it.  The  people  have  been  averse  to  it. 

A register  is  carefully  kept  by  the  physician,  distinguishing  the  name  and  residence  of 
patient,  and  of  the  person  recommending,  the  diseases  and  its  treatment ; no  person  bring- 
ing the  ticket  of  a subscriber  can  be  refused  attendance ; an  accoimt  of  all  the  visits  paid  at 
their  own  houses  is  kept,  they  amounted  to  222  in  the  last  year.  There  were  about  13  mid- 
wifery cases  attended  within  the  last  three  years. 

Any  applicant  with  a ticket  is  attended,  or  even  a poor  deserving  object  without  one,  and 
are  often  attended  without  one. 

The  poor  are  attended  at  their  own  houses,  upon  getting  a visiting  ticket,  to  about  six  miles 
any  side  of  Brideswell — if  the  distance  would  allow  it,  two  or  three  visits  would  be  paid 
in  the  day,  if  necessary,  but  if  could  not  be  done,  the  medical  attendant  would  .stay  as  long 
as  possible.  Visits  have  often  been  paid  in  the  night.  There  are  no  splints,  bandages,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  dispensary.  Difficult  cases  of  lying-in  are  attended,  but  general  cases  are 
attended  by  midwives,  who  are  grossly  ignorant.  The  treatment  of  patients  is  always  men- 
tioned and  seems  appropriate.  V accination  is  not  done,  in  consequence  of  the  prejudice  of 
tlie  poor,  but  the  confidence  of  the  medical  attendant  in  its  efficiency  is  very  strong. 

Forty-seven  constitute  the  principal  direction  ; the  medical  officer  is  not  a governor.  The 
meetings  are  always  held  in  July,  previous  to  the  assizes;  there  is  no  fixed  number  to  con- 
stitute a meeting,  but  they  are  pretty  regularly  attended  by  from  10  to  12 ; all  governors 
are  entitled  to  vote,  but  not  by  proxy ; minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings. 

There  is  a managing  committee  appointed  annually,  and  meets  only  once  a year ; minutes 
are  kept.  There  is  not  any  board  of  superintendence  fixed  by  the  grand  jury. 

Officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large  annually ; voting  is  open ; the  mode  of 
election  is  thought  beneficial.  Religious  belief  never  excludes  any  person  from  being  an 
officer.  The  treasurer  is  not  paid,  nor  does  he  give  any  security ; he  accounts  to  the  grand 
jury  and  subscribers  at  large. 

There  is  a report  made  annually  to  the  subscribers  and  grand  jury  relating  to  admissions, 
discliarges,  cures,  &c.  The  district  contains  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  and 
willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  should  it  be 
thought  expedient  to  extend  the  relief  afforded  by  dispensary. 

The  subscriptions  and  donations  for  1831  amounted  to  63/.  8s.;  for  1832,  687.  3s.;  for 
1833,  to  71/.  14s.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  The  existence  of  the  charity 
does  not  depend  on  the  subscriptions  of  one  or  two  individuals ; if  the  subscriptions  materially 
fell  off,  of  course  the  institution  could  not  exist,  but  this  is  by  no  means  likely ; there  are 
eight  gentlemen  (chiefly  non-residents)  who  are  not  subscribers,  though  possessed  of  con- 
siderable property  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  poor  living  on  their  estates  are  relieved  by 
the  tickets  ot  those  who  subscribe  and  reside. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  lie  in  his  hands. 

The  general  heads  of  expenditure  are  salary,  medicine,  house-rent.  The  bills  are  examined 
by  the  medical  attendant  and  treasurer,  who  afterwards  submit  them  to  the  general  meeting 
of  subscribers ; they  are  paid  through  the  treasurer. 

Accounts  are  made  up  once  a year,  and  presented  to  the  full  body  of  subscribers,  and 
copies  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 
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Dispensaries. 

Connaught. 

Co.  Roscommon. 

ExamiDatioiis  talseii  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett,  esq.,n.D. 

Cuithrea 

Dispensary. 
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40  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /rom  the  COMMISSIONERS /or  inquiring 
Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Dr.  Blundell. — WjLLt.iM  Galbkaitu,  esq. — Rev.  Francis  Irwin,  protestant  curate  of  the 

parish. — William  Bun  Keon,  esq. — William  Loyd,  esq. — Mr.  Magrath.— William  Robert 

Wills,  esq. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

This  district  contains  about  15,000  inhabitants,  and  to  its  most  distant  point  is  six  miles. 
Loughglyn '•dispensary  is  the  nearest  medical  institution,  it  is  distant  about  five  miles  ; the 
district  is  about  large  enough;  none-have  been  refused  relief,  but  much  evil  has  arisen  from 
the  want  of  intern  accommodation,  and  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  have  a few  wards 
where  patients  could  receive  such. 

There  is  a small  temporary  place  where  the  dispensary  is  held  at  present,  but  Lord  Mount- 
sandford  has  promised  to  build  one  in  spring,  and  also  to  give  the  ground  without  rent. 

The  medical  ofiicer  is  aged  25  years,  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London: 
he  resides  immediately  opposite  the  institution,  and  was  appointed,  in  March  1834,  by  the 
subscribers  at  large  ; he  practises  as  a physician  in  Castlerea,  and  attends  no  other  institution; 
he  studied  midwifery  in  Dublin.  The  duty  was  once  (for  one  day)  done  by  proxy.  Mondays 
and  Thursdays,  from  eleven  till  three  o’clock,  are  the  days  and  hours  of  attendance. 

Ill  case  of  iiregularity  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  the  poor  can  with  perfect  safety 
appeal  to  any  subscriber.  The  medical  attendant  is  always  on  the  spot,  and  the  medicines 
are  dispensed  by  him  and  an  attendant. 

The  only  paid  medical  officer  is  the  one  before  alluded  to,  who  receives  60  Z.  per  annum, 
which  is  the  salary  appointed  by  the  grand  jury  for  all  medical  attendants  of  dispensaries  in 
this  county;  he  is  not  allowed  for  any  conveyance;  nor  is  he  allowed  board  or  lodging. 
The  grand  jury  possess  a power  over  the  committee  by  stopping  or  lessening  the  present- 
ments. The  gentlemen  in  general  seem  to  take  too  great  an  interest  in  the  concerns  of  the 
poor  to  allow  of  the  possibility  of  a few  combining  to  raise  an  institution  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a medical  appointment;  but  it  is  thought  that  the  grand  jury  have  not  sufficient 
control  to  prevent  it. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large.  In  case  of  a vacancy,  notice  by 
advertisement  is  given  in  the  newspapers.  A degree  from  some  university  or  college  is  ne- 
cessary for  all  candid  ates.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  officers.  There  were  three 
candidates  at  the  last  vacancy.  No  notice  of  appointment,  &c.,  is  sent  to  the  grand 
jury.  Conditions  for  voting  at  elections  are  acted  up  to.  The  neighbourhood  is  scarcely 
able  to  support  a medical  man,  independent  of  the  institution.  There  are  no  retiring 
allowances.  In  case  of  neglect  or  harsh  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  the 
poor  can  complain  to  any  subscriber.  They  are  aware  of  this,  and  frequently  threaten  to 
complain ; but  it  does  not  happen  that  medical  officers  are  appointed  or  retained  contrary  to 
the  feelings  of  the  people. 

The  meiicine  room  is  kept  as  clean  as  can  be  expected  under  the  circumstances,  and  the 
medicine  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  in  great  ahundajice.  There  is  also  a good  supply  of  the 
more  expensive  medicines;  they  are  supplied  by  Messrs. Boileau  & dieorge,  ofl)ublin. 
The  medicines  or  other  Articles  belonging  to  the  institution  are  never  sold.  There  has  been 
a very  good  supply  of  surgical  instruments  presented  to  the  institution  by  Mr.  Wills:  they 
ai'e  quite  sufficient,  and  are  never  lent,  nor  does  even  the  medical  attendant  use  them  in 
private  practice.  Leeches  are  not  used,  being  too  expensive.  Vaccine  matter  lias  not  been 
heretofore  given,  but  the  medical  officer  is  about  adopting  a system  for  the  purpose.  He 
does  not  inoculate  with  small-pock  matter,  but  is  not  prevented  from  doing  so. 

There  is  a register  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  diseases  entered  on  the  patients 
presenting  themselves.  The  terminations  cannot  be  ascertained  in  all  cases : an  abstract  is 
sent  to  the  grand  jury.  No  persons  are  ever  refused  attendance;  70  persons  applied  on  the 
last  day,  and  so  many  as  130  often  apply.  There  have  been  two  amputations  within  the  last  /- 
twelve  months,  and  both  recovered.  The  present  medical  officer  has  attended  four  midwifery 
cases  since  his  appointment. 

Any  person  bringing  a recommendation  is  entitled  to  relief;  the  servants  of  subscribers  are 
indiscriminately  attended,  from  the  butler  to  the  stable  boy.  Many  are  attended  who  are 
not  in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance : the  surgeon  is  obliged  to  attend  all  who 
are  recommended.  Tliere  certainly  has  been  no  contract  entered  into  with  individuals  for  the 
purpose  pf  swelling  the  subscription  list,  and  thus  obtaining  large  grants  from  the  county. 
To  obtain  attendance,  an  order  is  requisite,  to  which  one  signature  is  sufficient,  and  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  getting  it ; but  the  shopkeepers,  both  here  and  in  other  places,  make  a prac- 
tice of  giving  recommendations  only  to  those  who  purchase  articles  from  themselves. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  they  are  also  attended  at  their  own  dwellings ; 
six  or  seven  miles  is  the  greatest  distance  they  are  visited  at ; two  or  three  visits  have  often 
been  paid  in  a day;  attendance  is  also,given  at  any  hour  of  the  night,  when  required.  The 
institution  possesses  the  means,  splints,  bandages,  &c.,  of  rendering  immediate  asssitance 
in  case  of  accidents.  No  prescriptions  of  authorized  practitioners  are  made  up  at  the  institu- 
tion. Difficult  lying-in  cases  are  attended  on  being  recommended ; but  are  generally  attended 
by  midwives,  from  whose  gross  ignorance  frequent  injury  ai'ises : daily  attendance  in  acute 
cases  is  considered  necessary.  The  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  in  preventing 
small-pock  seems  on  the  increase  here.  No  wine  or  other  extra  is  ever  furnished  by  the  insti- 
tution, nor  is  there  any  other  institution  for  affording  food,  &c.,  on  whicli  the  medical  officer 
can  give  an  order ; but  all  the  gentry  in  this  neighbourhood  give  money,  nourishment,  or 
flannel,  on  being  informed  when  such  are  particularly  wanted. 

The  subscribers  are  called  together  once  a year.  No  salaried  officer  is  a governor,  nor  has 
the  institution  been  essentially  under  the  management  of  the  surgeon. 

There  is  a managing  committee  which  was  appointed  at  the  establishing  of  the  institution, 

who 
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who  meet  monthly,  and  of  whose  proceedings  minutes  are  kept.  There  is  no  board  of  super- 
intendence fixed  by  the  gi-and  jury.  The  governors  frequently  visit  the  patients. 

The  treasurer  is  an  unpaid  officer,  and  ha^  not  given  any  security.  Religious  belief  does 
not  exclude  any  officer ; there  has  been  no  instance  of  any  officer  being  removed  or  sus- 
pended. 

There  is  one  attendant  to  look  after  the  dispensary  and  assist  in  giving  out  the  medicines, 
whose  wages  (without  any  other  perquisites,  or  board  or  lodging)  are  ten  pounds  per  an- 
num, paid  by  the  treasurer ; appointed  and  may  be  discharged  by  the  committee. 

A copy  of  the  rules  could  not  be  procured  in  the  absence  of  the  treasurer,  but  a more  sys- 
tematic plan  would  be  desirable  in  all  such  institutions  than  exists  at  present. 

Once  in  the  year  a full  account  of  receipts,  disbursements,  &c.  is  made  up,  and  laid 
before  the  grand  jury,  and  a full  body  of  the  subscribers.  The  reports  have  not  of  late  been 
printed.  The  district  unquestionably  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  and 
willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  should  it  be 
thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  amount  of  receipts  for  the  year  1832  : 


£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

d. 

Subscriptions  - 

- 85 

9 - 

Expenditure  .-  - 175 

18 

Presentments- 

- 85 

9 - 

/ 

170 

18  - 

/ 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer  - 5 

- 3 

£.175 

18  3 

£.175 

18 

3 

For  1833  ; 

Subscriptions  - 

£. 

s.  d. 

£ 

d. 

- 83 

7 - 

Balance  due  to  Trea- 

Presentments  - 

surer  on  last  account  5 

- 83 

7 - 

Expenditure  - - 161 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s 

1 

9 

hands  - - - — 

12 

- 

£.166 

14  - 1 

£.  166 

14 

- 

None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  There  are  some  principal  subscribers,  without 
whose  subscriptions  the  charity  could  scarcely  exist ; but  there  is  no  danger  of  the  with- 
drawal of  their  subscriptions. 

Funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  lie  until  wanted.  There  is  no 
money  left  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers. 

The  medical  attendant  gives  an  order,  stating  the  quantity  of  drugs,  &c.  received,  which 
is  approved  of  by  the  treasurer,  and  by  him  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  the  money  is 
paid  by  the  treasurer. 

Accounts  are  made  up  half-yearly,  and  presented  to  the  full  body  of  the'  subscribers,  and 
to  the  grand  jury. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant  and  some  of  the  poor  persons  and  shopkeepers  were  examined. 

The  population  is  about  10,000.  The  district  extends  about  five  miles  in  each  direction. 
Boyle  dispensary  is  five  and  a half,  Elphin  four  and  a half,  and  Cramul,  county  Leitrim,  five 
miles.  Four  or  at  most  five  miles  round  is  the  most  that  should  be  included  in  one  district. 
JN  0 persons  that  are  properly  recommended  are  refused  attendance  here.  The  want  of  intern 
^commodation  is  very  much  felt  here,  there  being  none  any  where  in  this  county,  but  at 
Roscommon.  It  would  be  desirable  to  form  dispensaries  capable  of  receiving  fever  patients, 
and  affording  assistance  in  cases  of  accidents. 

The  accommodation  is  pretty  good.  Two  tolerably  sized  rooms  are  taken  for  the  purpose, 
containing  whatever  furniture  is  requisite.  There  are  no  baths  in  this  institution.  Croghan 
s a small  village,  situate'  about  midway,  on  the  new  line  of  road  between  Boyle  and  Elpliin. 

1 he  medical  attendant,  a gentleman  about  37  years  of  age,  graduated  at  Edinburgh,  in 
1826.  He  resides  in  the  town  of  Boyle,  five  and  a half  miles  from  the  institution.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  subscribers  in  1831.  He  attends  a dispensary  in  Boyle  also,  one  day  in 
each  week,  for  which  the  salary  is  40  1.  He  also  receives  a salary  for  attending  the  tenants 
01  a principal  proprietor,  and  the  police  stationed  in  Boyle.  In  case  of  illness  or  absence, 
e would  send  a substitute.  He  is  allowed  private  practice.  He  has  only  to  attend  once  a 
Week,  but  never  does  so  by  proxy.  There  is  no  student  or  pupil 'belonging  to  the  establish- 
ment.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant,  at  his  weekly  visit. 

the  amount  of  salaiy  is  40/.  a year,  paid  out  of 'the  general  funds  of  the  charity.  He  is 
not  allowed  for  any  conveyance,  or  for  board  or  lodging. 
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The  only  control  the  county  has  over  the  committee  or  subscribers  is,-  -that  of  lessening 
the  amount  of  the  presentments.  Tiiere  is  no  guarantee  against  combination  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  an  institution  for  the  sake  of  the  medical  appointment,  nor  is  the  control 
exercised  by  the  grand  jury  equal  to  preventing  such  an  abuse. 

The  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large.  There  is  no  notice,  in  case  of 
a vacancy,  sent  to  the  newspapers.  There  are  no  means  taken  to  procure  competition,  the 
present  having  succeeded  the  late  medical  attendant  by  purchasing  his  resignation  foi’  50 1.  It 
would  be  desirable  to  have  a controlling  power  over  the  elections.  A degree  from  some 
college  or  university  is  considered  necessary.  There  is  not  any  limitation  as  to  age  of 
officers.  It  is  not  necessary  to  send  notice  of  appointment  to  grand  jury.  The  conditions 
for  voting  ai’e  acted  up  to.  The  neighbourhood  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man 
independent  of  the  dispensary,  nor  is  there  any  other  medical  man  in  the  distiict.  No 
retiring  allowances  are  given.  In  case  of  neglect,  the  poor  can  complain  to  a subscriber,  and 
it  is  said  that  they  ai-e  aware  of  the  fact. 

The  medicine  rooms  are  pretty  cleanly  kept,  and  the  medical  officer  assures  us  that  he  has 
an  excellent  stock  of  medicines,  not  being  stinted  in  this  respect  by  the  committee.  The 
medicines  are  supplied  by  Dublin  druggists  and  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer,  the  average 
amount  for  each  year  being  about  40 1.  The  medicines  are  under  the  care  of  an  attendant, 
except  the  more  valuable  sorts,  which  are  under  the  sole  charge  of  the  medical  officer ; 
the  medicines  are  never  sold.  There  are  some  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  but 
they  are  not  sufficient ; they  are  not  lent  to  any  surgeon  unconnected  with  the  institution, 
nor  are  they  used  in  private  practice.  Leeches  are  not  supphed,  being  too  expensive.  The 
medical  officer  is  not  in  the  habit  of  vaccinating  gratis,  and  is  not  prevented  from  inoculating 
with  small-pock  matter,  but  is  not  in  the  habit  of  doing  so. 

There  is  a register  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  stating  name  of  patient,  by  whom  re- 
commended, residence  and  nature  of  disease ; none  apply  unless  provided  with  a ticket, 
which  must  be  attended  to  unless  they  are  improper  objects  of  charity,  in  which  case  it  must 
be  forthwith  explained  to  the  person  recommending. 

All  persons  lia-ving  a recommendation  are  entitled  to  relief ; servants  to  subscribers  are 
also  entitled.  The  physician  can  object  to  giving  relief  where  he  knows  the  applicant  is  able 
to  pay  for  it.  Every  person  subscribing  one  guinea  is  entitled  to  have  three  poor  persons  on 
the  books  at  the  same  time. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  at  their  own  homes,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  either  of  three  gentlemen,  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  and  another. 
Patients  must  be  attended  at  any  distance,  with  the  recommendation  of  one  of  these  gentle- 
men ; but  it  would  not  be  possible  to  pay  them  two  or  three  visits  a day  ; attendance  is  not 
given  in  the  night.  In  case  of  accident,  &c.  the  institution  possesses  thS  means  of  render- 
ing assistance.  Lying-in  cases  are  not  attended  from  the  institution : the  midwives  are  very 
ignorant  here.  The  prescriptions  are  not  entered.  All  children  who  apply  are  vaccinated, 
but  few  attend  for  the  purpose,  as  they  prefer  small-pock  inoculation.  If  properly  per- 
formed, vaccination  is  considered  successful ; small-pock  is  very  prevalent  and  fatal  where 
taken  naturally. 

No  extras,  such  as  wine,  &c.,  are  ever  furnished  ; there  is  no  institution  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  the  purpose  of  providing  food,  &c.  for  the  poor. 

There  is  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  summoned  once  a year.  The  institution  ap- 
pears to  be  under  the  management  of  the  surgeon ; but  no  person  is  ex  officio  in  the  principal 
directions.  Any  number  constitute  a meeting ; they  cannot  vote  by  proxy,  and  there  are 
no  minutes  kept  of  their  proceedings.  Four  or  five  occasionally  attend. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  who  meet  when  summoned  on  special  business.  There  is 
no  board  of  superintendence  fixed  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  only  officers  not  medical  are  the  treasurer  and  tlie  secretary,  who  are  not  paid.  Re- 
ligious belief  does  not  exclude  any  person  from  being  an  officer.  The  treasurer  does  not 
give  any  security. 

A female  servant  is  the  only  attendant ; she  takes  care  of  the  dispensary,  for  which  she 
is  paid  5 Z.  a year. 

Reports  relating  to  admissions,  discharges,  cures,  &c.  are  made  to  the  grand  jury,  hut 
not  printed. 

It  is  impossible  to  answer  with  regard  to  the  funds,  &c.,  the  treasurer  being  absent  in 
England,  and  no  hook  can  be  obtained.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe  ; there  is  a 
subscriber  of  ten  guineas ; the  institution  would  not  cease  to  exist  if  this  were  to  fall  off. 
Subscriptions  ai’e  never  accompanied  -with  stipulations  in  favour  of  the  subscriber  or  his 
family. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  remain  until  required  for 
the  purposes  of  the  institution.  There  is  no  property  belonging  to  the  institution,  nor  is  any 
money  left  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers  or  servants. 

Bills  are  examined  by  the  committee  previous  to  payment. 

Accounts  are  made  up,  audited  and  reported  once  a year,  and  copies  sent  to  the  grand 

jury. 
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Dispessaries. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

One  of  the  Medical  Attendants.* — Rev.  Charles  Smith. 


Connaught. 
Co.  Roscommon. 


Exarninstioiis  taken  by 

The  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  is  above  10,000.  Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
The  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  are  the  Tulsk  and  Croghan  dispensaries,  each  foul'  ' ■ .esq-M.p. 

miles  and  a half,  and  that  at  Strokestown,  five  miles  distant.  They  ai'e  not  considei-ed  too  Dispensary. 

numerous.  No  pereons  have  been  refused  relief.  It  was  stated  that  no  evil  has  arisen  from 

the  want  of  intern  accommodation,  yet  they  have  provided  a small  hospital  capable  of  afford- 

ing  it,  but  for  want  of  funds  have  not  been  able  to  use  it.  It  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  jg^tent  of  Country. 

establish  medical  districts,  witli  a dispensary  attached  to  each.  ' 

The  building  is  of  stone  and  mortar  and  two  stories  high.  The  room  where  the  distribu-  Boiling,  Furniture 
tion  of  medicine  takes  place  is  large,  with  a waiting  room  for  patients.  There  is  a sufficient  Grounds, 

supply  of  good  furniture  in  a proper  state  of  repair.  There  are  some,  wards  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  dispensary  where  cliolera  patients  had  been  received,  and  which  might  easily,  and 
with  advantage,  be  converted  in  a small  neat  hospital,  capable  of  holding  eight  or  ten 
patients.  There  are  no  baths,  garden,  grounds  or  outbuildings  attached  to  the  institution.  The 
buildings  are  occupied  by  the  dispensaiy  and  by  a bank,  which  latter  pays  the  rent ; it 
would  certainly  be  better  if  they  belonged  to  the  county. 

Tire  officers  who  attend  the  institution  are  a physician  who  graduated  at  the  Glasgow  Medical  Officers. 
University,  about  60  years  of  age,  and  a surgeon  who  is  a member  of  the  London  College 
of  Surgeons.  They  reside  a vei'y  short  distance  from  the  dispensary,  in  the  town  of 
Elphin.  The  latter  was  appointed  in  1832,  and  the  former  two  or  three  years  before,  by 
election  at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers.  Before  the  appointment  of  the  latter  (who 
acts  as  surgeon  and  apothecaiy)  he  was  a student  at  Edinburgh.  These  gentlernen  act  the 
one  for  the  other  in  cases  of  illness  or  temporary  absence,  and  attend  no  other  institution. 

They  are  allowed  private  practice.  They  have  attended  midwifery  lectures,  but  have  taken 
out  no  certificate.  They  attend  at  the  dispensary  twice  in  the  week,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

The  committee  would  not  permit  any  in'egularity  in  attendance  ; the  gentlemen  who  were 
examined  pointed  out  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  some  resolutions  of'  censure  upon  an 
officer  who  had  neglected  his  duty  towards  the  institution.  These  resolutions  have  had 
effect.  There  is,  to  meet  all  contingencies,  a student,  pupil,  or  some  competent  person  on 
the  spot  to  afford  immediate  relief ; the  medicines  are  dispensed  by  an  apprentice. 

Bo^  medical  officers  are  paid ; the  salary  is  60/.  per  annum  between  them.  On  extra-  Payment, 
ordinary  occasions,  such  as  during  an  epidemic,  small  donations  of  10  /.  or  15  Z.  are  made  for 
extra  duty,  provided  the  funds  permit,  which  is  not  always  the  case.  There  is  no  allowance 
made  for  a horse,  nor  any  provision  for  board  or  lodging. 

The  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  ; a degree  is  considered  necessary.  There  is  Election, 
no  Ihnitation  as  to  age,  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  officers.  A subscription  of  1 Z.  1 s. 
is  requisite  to  constitute  a voter  at  the  election  of  medical  officers.  Tliere  are  no  other  me- 
dical gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  competent  to  be  elected  to  the  institution.  There  are 
no  retiring  allowances  for  officers.  The  poor  can  complain  in  case  of  neglect  to  any  sub- 
scriber, and  are  perfectly  aware  that  their  complaint  'will  be  duly  attended  to. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  was  by  no  means  neat ; the  drawers  and  Pharmacy, 
bottles  were  dirty  to  an  extreme  degree  ; and  as  for  the  medicines  themselves,  their  quality 
can  scarcely  be  discovered  on  account  of  the  bad  manner  in  which  they  were  kept.  There 
was  a large  supply  of  Glauber  and  of  Epsom  salts ; there  was  also  a large  barrel  of  treacle 
and  some  castor  oil,  together  with  some  of  the  cheaper  medicines,  but  it  appeared  that  none  of 
the  more  delicate  and  expensive  medicines,  except  tincture  of  Iodine  and  Quinine,  were  kept. 

Messrs.  Leslie  k Co.  druggists  of  Dublin,  supply  the  medicines,  which  are  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer.  The  annual  expense  for  the  last  three  years  has  been  60  Z.  It  was  said  that  the 
medicines,  &c.  belonging  to  the  institution  are  never  sold,  but  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
guarantee  that  they  were  not.  Both  medical  officers,  in  partnership,  keep  an  apothecary’s  shop 
in  the  town,  but  tlie  medicines  of  the  institution  are  kept  at  the  dispensary,  those  for  private 
practice  at  their  own  shop.  Splints  alone,  of  the  apparatus  necessary  for  surgical  operations, 
belong  to  the  institution.  Leeches  ai'e  applied  to  the  patients  but  rarely,  on  account  of  the 
expense.  The  medical  officer  is  bound  to  give  gratis  vaccine  matter,  as  far  as  he  is  able,  to 
the  neighbourhood.  He  is  not  prevented  inoculating  with  small-pox,  but  never  does  so. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendants  and  a return  is  always  sent  to  the  grand  jury  Patients, 
of  the  patients.  A register  also  of  those  who  may  chance  to  be  refused  is  kept.  There  has 
been  no  capital  operation  performed  within  the  three  last  years  ; about  20  midwifery  cases 
were  attended. 

A recommeodation  is  necessary  to  entitle  persons  to  attendance  from  the  institution.  The  Who  entitled  to 
servants  of  subscribers  are  sometimes  attended.  Persons  not  in  circumstances  requiring  Relief, 
patuitotis  attendance  sometimes  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  institution ; this  is, 
however,  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible.  There  is  no  scheme  here  to  swell  a sub- 
scription list,  or  cheat  the  county  of  large  grants.  A poor  person  must  obtain  a ticket  to 


* The  second  medical  attendant  was  absent,  attending  a man  who  had  received  an  injury  of  the  head. 
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entitle  him  to  relief.  There  is  no  likelihood,  from  any  cause,  of  a poor  person  being  de- 
prived of  proper  attendance. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  sick  poor  are  attended  at  their  own  dwel- 
ling within  a limit  of  four  miles.  Should  sickness  require  an  attendance  three  or  four  times 
a day,  it  would  not  be  given,  unless  the  patient  lived  in  town.  The  charity  has  some 
means,  such  as  spliuts,  bandages,  &c.,  of  rendering  assistance  in  cases  of  accident,  and  im- 
mediate assistance  would  and  has  often  been  afforded.  No  prescriptions,  except  of  the 
medical  officers,  are  made  up  at  the  institution.  Difficult  lying-in  cases  are  attended.  The 
midwives,  who  are  generally,  however,  employed,  are  most  grossly  ignorant.  Daily  attend- 
’ ance  on  the  sick,  especially  in  acute  cases,  is  most  assuredly  considered  'necessary,  and 
occasional  assistance  is  of  very  little  use.  Such  cases  are  visited  as  often  as  circumstances 
will  admit  of ; if  in  town,  constantly ; if  at  a distance,  this  cannot  be  accomplished.  Vac- 
cination is  occasionally  performed;  its  results  are  very  favourable.  Rev.  Charles  Smith 
states  that  a child  died  lately  of  small-pox,  which  was  taken  from  small-pox  matter,  with 
which  it  had  been  inoculated. 

When  the  poor  appear  very  destitute,  and  when  it  is  considered  indispensable,  wine  or 
such  additional  luxury  as  is  requisite  is  furnished  by  order  of  the  medical  attendant.  The 
medical  officers  can  draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  to  furnish  clothes  and  fuel  occa- 
sionally ; and  the  surgeon  informed  the  assistant  commissioners  that  he  was  authorized  by 
the  Bishop  to  give  any  thing  he  might  deem  proper  in  such  cases,  at  his  (the  Bishop’s) 
expense. 

About  twenty  constitute  the  principal  direction  of  this  dispensary.  Medical  and  salaried 
officers  are  not  governors  of  the  institution,  nor  do  they  attend  the  meetings  of  the  governors. 
The  medical  department  solely  is  under  the  guidance  of  the  medical  officers.  There  is  no 
person  ex-officio  in  the  principal  direction  of  the  establishment.  The  meetings  are  regu- 
larly attended ; they  are  eon.stituted  by  as  few  or  as  many  as  choose  to  attend,  which  is 
generally  from  eight  to  twelve.  There  is  no  voting  by  proxy,  and  no  minutes  kept  of  the 
proceedings. 

All  the  subscribers  in  the  neighbourhood  are  usually  summoned  when  there  is  any  busi- 
ness to  be  transacted,  but  no  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  kept.  The  grand  jury  have 
never  fixed  a board  of  superintendence.  No  visiting  governor  acts  during  the  intervals  of 
meeting  of  the  governors  or  committee,  nor  do  the  governors  ever  visit  the  patients  officially. 

The  only  officers,  not  medical,  are  the  treasurer  and  sub-treasurer,  who  were  elected  at 
the  commencement  of  this  charity  by  the  subscribers ; there  is  no  copy  of  the  bye-laws 
regulating  the  appointment  printed ; but  the  voting  is  open,  a mode  of  election  which  is 
thought  beneficial.  No  religious  belief  excludes  a person  from  becoming  an  officer.  The 
treasurer  is  not  paid  for  his  services,  nor  does  he  give  any  security.  Th^e  was  no  sudden 
accession  of  governors  immediately  previous  to  the  election,  nor  has  any  instance  occurred 
of  the  suspension  or  removal  of  any  officer. 

There  is  one  female  attendant  appointed  by  the  committee,  and  removable  for  misconduct 
by  the,  treasurer : she  receives  four  guineas  per  annum  wages,  without  board,  lodging  or  any 
other  perquisite. 

There  are  no  stores  but  medicines  belonging  to  the  institution. 

No  printed  rules  in  existence. 

Reports  are  made  of  discharges,  cures,  &c.,  and  sent  to  subscribers.  The  clergy,  medical 
men  and  gentry,  and  middle  class  of  farmers  might  be  formed  into  aboard  of  health,  an 
establishment  which  would  be  greatly  advantageous  to  the  poor,  the  district  being  perfectly 
competent  to  furnish  persons  fit  for  the  duty,  and  willing  to  undertake  it. 

The  amount  of  the  annual  subscriptions  and  donations  for  the  last  three  years  were  as 
follows;  for  1832,  75h  I65.  10|(Z.;  for  183,3,  75/.  13s.  lOd.;  for  1834,  75/.  15s.  10|ci. 
The  grand  jury  grants  have  been  to  the  same  amount;  but  the  last  one  was  omitted,  by  acci- 
dent, to  be  applied  for.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  The  continuance  of  the 
institution  depends  in  a great  measure  on  the  bounty  of  the  Bishop,  whose  annual  subscrip- 
tion is  50  /. ; and  a principal  proprietor  5 1.  The  institution  would  cease  entirely  if  the  Bishop 
withdrew  his  very  liberal  subscription.  The  subscriptions  are  never  accompanied  with  any 
stipulation. 

The  funds  lie  in  the  Boyle  Savings’  Bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  institution. 

The  amount  expended  during  last  year  is  equal  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions,  and  gi’and 
jury  grant.  The  bills  are  examined  previous  to  payment  by  the  treasurer,  and  all  monies 
paid  by  him  are  submitted  to  the  subscribers. 


Person  who  ^attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  institution  is  intended  is  about  10,000,  and 
the  most  distant  point  is  10  miles ; within  six  miles  there  are  two  other  medical  institutions, 
namely,  French-park  and  Castlerea,  the  latter  being  within  five  miles.  The  district  is  con- 
sidered too  large  to  afford  efficient  relief  to  the  sick  poor,  and  the  medical  institutions  in 
this  part  of  the  country  seem  to  be  insufficient,  while  in  other  parts  there  are  too  many. 
A circumference  of  about  four  miles  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  one  dispensary.  Much 
inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  intern  accommodation,  and  it  would  be  very 
desirable  to  form  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  a dispensary  might  be  attached, 

capable 
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capable  of  receiving  a few  fever  patients  or  cases  of  accident.  It  would  also  be  of  advan- 
tage to  attach  a dispensary  to  each  district,  and  ,a  fever  hospital,  with  surgical  beds. 

This  dispensary  is  rather  a neat  small  lock-up  place,  partitioned  off  from  the  rest  of  a 
room  in  a thatched  cabin,  furnished  with  desk,  counter,  shelves  and  drawers,  without  baths, 
o-arden  or  grounds  attached  to  it ; the  building  is  hired,  without  a lease,  the  annual  rent 
being  6 1.  There  would  be  no  inconvenience  arising  from  a change  of  ownership  of  the  place, 
as  the  sum  paid  for  the  rent  of  it  is  more  than  could  be  expected. 

An  apothecary  of  40  years  standing,  about  59  years  of  age,  is  the  only  medical  officer; 
he  resides  at  Castlerea,  five  miles  from  the  dispensary,  having  been,  appointed  16  years  ago,  at 
the  first  establishment  of  the  institution  by  the  subscribers,  at  their  general  meeting;  before 
his  appointment,  as  still,  he  practised  at  Castlerea  as  apothecaiy.  He  attends  no  other 
medical  institution.  In  case  of  his  illness  or  temporary  absence  his  sons  attend.  He  is 
permitted  to  have  privace  practice.  The  days  and  hours  of  attendance  are  two  days  in  the  week, 
from  eleven  to  three  o'clock.  In'the  event  of  irregularity  in  such  attendance,  die  poor  can 
apply  to  any  subscriber  for  redress.  There  is  no  one  on  the  spot  to  afford  immediate  relief  but 
at  the  regular  periods  of  attendance;  the  medical  attendant  dispenses  the  medicines  himself. 

The  medical  officer  receives  60  L per  annum  and  10 Z.  for  an  as.sistant,  paid  from  the  general 
funds  of  the  charity ; he  is  allowed  neither  horse  nor  any  mode  of  conveyance,  board  or 
lodging.  If  the  subscribers  or  committee  authorize  any  thing  superfluous  to  the  dispensary, 
the  county  can  only  lessen  the  presentments.  There  is  no  general  guarantee  to  prevent 
combination  to  raise  an  institution  for  the  sake  of  medical  appointments,  and  the  control 
exercised  by  the  grand  jury  is  certainly  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  an 
abuse.  The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers,  but  no  vacancy  has  occurred  since 
the  commencement  of  the  institution  ; it  would  certainly  be  desirable  to  have  a controlling 
power  over  the  elections ; there  is  no  limitation  as  to  age  in  the  appointment  or  discharge 
of  officers ; nor  is  it  thought  necessary  that  notice  of  appointment,  with  age  and  certificates 
of  qualification,  should  be  sent  to  the  grand  j ury ; there  are  no  superannuations  or  retiring 
allowances.  There  was  but  one  candidate  for  the  last  election.  A subscription  of  1 Z.  1 s.  a year 
entitles  a person  to  a vote  at  the  election.  It  is  not  thought  that  there  are  a sufficient  number 
of  persons  able  to  pay  for  advice  in  this  neighbourhood  to  support  a medical  man  independently 
of  the  dispensary  emolument.  There  is  no  medical  gentleman  in  the  district  qualified  to  be 
elected  to  the  institution.  Patients  treated  harshly  or  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  institution, 
can  have  redress  by  applying  to  a subscriber,  and, the  poor  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  this 
mode  of  redress ; no  medical  officer  is  retained  or  appointed  contrary  to  the  known  feelings 
of  the  people. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  small,  but  w'as  in  a very  fair  state  of 
cleanliness  and  order,  apparently  dressed  up  for  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners.  There  seemed  to  be  barely  a sufficient  quantity  of  medicine,  which  however 
was  of  good  quality.  There  was  scarcely  any  of  the  more  expenfeive  and  delicate  rnedicines, 
but  the  medical  attendant  said,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  bringing  with  him,  on  dispensary 
days,  a good  supply  of  any  medicines  which  it  whs  probable  he  would  require.  All  medi- 
cines are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & George;  of  Dublin.  The  annual  expenses  for  the 
four  last  years  were  as  follows  :• — for  1831,  50  Z.  2s.  lid. ; 1832, 47  Z.  2 s. ; 1833, 45  Z.  17  s.  9d.; 
1834,  38/.  12s.  lid.  The  medicines  belonging  to  the  institution  are.  never  sold;  a great 
portion  of  them  is  kept  in  a private  sliop  with  those  of  the  medical  attendant.  There  are  no 
surgical  instruments  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the  dispensary.  Leeches  are  used  occasionally, 
but  rarely,  on  account  of  the  expense,  costing,  in  this  place,  so  much  as  one  shilling  each. 
Vaccine  matter  is  not  at  all  used  at  the  dispensary,  and  the  medical  attendant  is  not-prevented 
from  inoculating  with  small-pock  matter,  which  however  he  never  uses. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  a copy  of  which  is  lodged  with  the  grand 
jury.  None  who  are  recommended  are  refused  attendance.  There  have  been  no  capital 
operations  performed  for  the  last  three  years,  and  cases  of  midwifery  are  never  attended 
from  the  institution. 

All  are  attended  who  have  recommendations,  including  servants  of  subscribers,  aiid  very 
many  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  require  gra- 
tuitous assistance  ; an  abuse  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  medical  attendant  to  coixect, 
as  he  is  obliged  to  attend  to  all  recommendations  that  are  presented  to  him  ; gratuitous 
attendance  is  never  afforded  to  a subscriber,  however  poor.  A reconunendation  is  always  re- 
quired, but  it  is  only  requisite  to  have  one  signature,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of 
recommendations  by  each  subscriber. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  the  sick  poor  attended  at  their  own  homes 
at  any  distance.  If  illness  was  so  bad  as  to  require  frequent  visits,  they  would  be  made  two 
or  three  times  a day  if  possible.  In  cases  of  sudden  accident,  the  dispensary  possesses  no 
instruments  with  which  to  render  immediate  assistance.  Daily  attendance  is  not  given  unless 
the  urgency  of  the  case  requires  it ; vaccination  is  not  performed  of  late  on  account  of  the 
unwillingness  of  the  poor  to  bring  their  children  back  to  the  institution  to  enable  the  medical 
attendant  to  keep  up  a supply  of  vaccine  lymph,  nor  could  the  medical^  attendant,  in  many 
cases,  learn  whether  it  succeeded  or  not.  He  is,  however,  strongly  impressed  with  the 
efficacy  of  vaccination,  but  the  poor  are  prejudiced  against  it.  Certain  persons  make 
a practice  of  perambulating  the  county,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
inoculate  with  small-pock  matter ; consequently  more  or  less  of  small-pock  is  found  gene- 
rally in  this  district. 

There  is  no  wine  or  other  extras  allowed,  nor  is  there  any  other  charity  pn  the  peighbour- 
liood,  on  which  the  medical  attendant  can  give  an  order  for  such.  The  neighbouring  gentry, 
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Dispensaries. 

Connaught. 

Co.  Roscommon. 

Examinations  taken  bj 
Cusack  Kuney.  esq. 
W.P.  Borfett,e5q..w.D. 

Lovghglynn 
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Dispessabies. 

Connaught. 

Co.  Roscommon. 

Eiaraiiiations  taien  by 
Cusact  Honey,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett,  esq.,M.r. 

Loughglynn 

Dispensary. 

Managing  Com- 
mittee. 

Officers  not 
medical. 


Attendants. 

Reports. 


Funds,  Accounts 
and  Receipts. 


and  a noble  lord,  a principal  subscriber  in  particular,  liberally  supply  the  poor  with  wine, 
meal,  milk,  flannel,  &c.  when  required. 

About  11  or  12  constitute  the  principal  direction,  none  of  whom  are  medical  or  salaried 
officers,  who  are  entirely  excluded  from  the  general  management  of  the  institution.  The 
regular  fixed  meeting  of  the  direction  is  once  a year,  at  which  three  or  four  are  in  the  habit 
of  attendmg,  there  being  no  particular  number  required  to  constitute  a meeting.  All  gover- 
nors are  allowed  to  attend  and  vote,  but  not  by  proxy. 

The  business  of  the  managing  committee,  consisting  of  ten,  is  to  examine  accounts,  listen 
to  complaints,  if  any,  and  visit  the  dispensary  from  time  to  time.  There  are  no  minutes  kept 
of  their  proceedings,  nor  any  board  of  superintendence.  The  governors  do  not  visit  the 
patients  officially. 

The  treasurer,  who  is  not.  paid,  is  the  only  officer  not  medical ; he  is  appointed  by  the 
subscribers  at  large,  the  voting  being  open.  He  does  not  give  any  security.  There  are  no 
bye-laws  for  regulating  the  appointment ; no  person  is  excluded  from  being  an  officer  on 
account  of  religious  belief.  It  would  be  well  to  vest  in  a superior  authority  a veto  to  prevent 
improper  appointments.  There  have  been  no  instances  of  an  officer  having  been  suspended 
or  removed  in  this  dispensary. 

There  are  no  attendant. 

There  are  reports  given  of  the  institution  at  tlie  spring  assizes,  the  time  of  presentment. 
They  have  not  been  printed  reports  for  the  last  two  years.  It  is  thought  that  tire  clergy, 
medical  men  and  gentry  might  form  a board  of  health,  as  there  are  a sufficient  number 
willing  to  assist  the  poor.  The  amount  of  receipts  for  the  last  three  years  were— 


1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. ' 

£.  s.  d. 

65  14  4J- 

58  6 4J  j 57  3 4^ 

Subscriptions 

together  with  presentments  to  the  same  amount : none  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  The 
trustees  of  a noble  lord  subscribe  42^.  per  annum,  upon  whose  bounty  the  institution  almost 
exists. 

There  is  no  house,  stock  or  lands,  nor  property  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the  institution. 
Collection.  The  subscriptions  are  paid  to  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  the  funds  lie  until  wanted. 

Expenditure  Fo*"  last  three  years  the  expenditure  has  been  follows: — 1882,  128  19  s.  6 d. ; 1833, 

' ■ 127  Z.  17  s.  9 d.;  1834,  114/.  6 s.  9 d. 

The  general  heads  of  expenditure  are  salaries,  medicines,  rent,  &c.,  which  are  paid  by  the 
treasurer  or  medical  attendant,  and  then  laid  before  the  committee.  - 

The  accounts,  which  are  made  up  once  a year,  are  laid  before  the  subscribers,  and  there  is 
Accounts.  also  a copy  sent  to  the  grand  jmy. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  M.  Adams,  parish  clerk. — Mr.  Denis  Egan,  general  merchant. — Mr.  M.  James  Finnerty, 

Strokesiotcn  shopkeeper. — Rev.  Mr.  McDermott,  parish  priest. — Mr.  M.  O’Beirne,  shopkeeper Mr.  J. 

Dispensary.  O’Beibne,  chandler Mr.  Stokes,  saddler. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

■p  Illation  and  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  contains  about  10,000  persons,  none  of 

Extent  of  Country  ^ greater  distance  than  foui’  miles.  There  axe  similar  charities  at  Elphin  and 

^ ' Tulsk,  each  within  five  miles ; but  most  of  the  surrounding  districts  are  insufficiently  supplied 
with  medical  assistance.  The  extent  of  country  to  be  attached  to  a single  dispensary  ought, 
of  course,  to  vary  according  as  the  district  does  or  does  not  embrace  towns.  But  the 
witnesses  examined  would  suggest,  that  it  should  never , exceed  a radius  of  five  miles  from 
the  dispensary  house,  where  me  surgeon  ought  to  reside.  The  charity  under  consider- 
ation may,  perhaps,  be  set  doivn  as  not  extending  its  benefits  as  far  as  it  might  do  j a much 
greater  check  upon  its  utility  is,  however,  experienced  in  the  absence  of  all  internal  accom- 
modation for  patients,  and  a strong  desire  was  expressed  that  a hospital  should  be  erected  for 
this  and  a few  neighbouring  districts.  At  present  all  sick  are  obliged  to  be  sent  to  the  county 
infirmary  at  Roscommon,  a distance  of  15  miles;  and,  in  cases  of  serious' accident  or  dis- 
eases requiring  active  surgical  treatment,  loss  of  hfe  is  almost  inevitable  from  the  longjoumey 
which  is  thus  rendered  necessary. 

Building,  Furniture  The  dispensary  is  held  in  a convenient  one-storied  house,  built  of  stone  and  mortar,  which 
and  Grounds.  is,  however,  in  a very  dirty  state,  and'considerahly  out  of  repair.  It  is  solely  devoted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  dispensary,  and  possessed  neither  grounds  nor  outbuildings.  Having  been  given 
rent  free  by  Lord  Hartland,  it  is  not  liable  to  any  inconvenience  from  the  nature  of  its  tenure. 
But  as  a genera!  rale,  it  is  thought  that  all  dispensaries  should  be  the  property  of  the  county, 
and  should  contain  a respectable  residence  for  the  medical  attendant. 

Medical  Officer.  ' A physician,  whose  age  is  36,  was  appointed  by  election  as  general  medical  attendant  in 
the  year  1831.  He  is  a graduate  ofthe  Edinburgh  Univei-sity,  and  studied  midwifery  at  the 
Lying-in  hospital  in  Dumin.  Previous  to  his  appointment  he  had  been  a practitioner  at 
Windsor.  He  resides  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  dispensary,  and  having  no  other 
situation  to  claim  his  time,  he  is  enabled  to  attend  every  day  to  such  poor  persons  as 
call  on  him,  though  he  is  only  bound  to  prescribe  and  give  medicine  on  two  days  in  the 

week. 
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■week.  Permission  would  be  given  to  him,  in  case  of  unavoidable  absence  or  of  sickness,  to 
appoint  a substitute,  but  no  necessity  for  such  indulgence  has  ever  occurred.  Tljough  permitted 
to  acquire  private  patients,  he  rarely  leaves  the  town,  and  is  always  to  be  met  with  when  an 
emergency  requires  liis  aid ; he  dispenses  the  medicine  himself. 

His  salary,  chargeable  on  the  genei’al  funds  of  the  mstitution,  is  only  SOZ.  per  amium, 
and  no  allowance  is  made  either  for  a horse  or  lodging.  We  could  not  discern  any  inclination 
on  the  part  of  the  subscribers  to  raise  this  very  moderate  rerduneration;  but  we  were  told  that 
any  tendency  to  give  too  much  for  the  services  of  a medical  man  could  be  prevented  by  the 
power  of  the  grand  jury  to  diminish  their  half-yearly  grant;  many  instances,  however,  are 
known  where  dispensaries  have  been  erected,  in  places  not  at  all  requiring  such  establish- 
ments, chiefly  at  the  expense  of  the  physician  appointed,  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing his  appointment.  The  grand  jury  afterwards  allows  the  usual  sum  towards  its  support, 
and  has  not  any  means  of  checking  the  abuse. 

There  has  been  but  one  election  since  the  origin  of  the  charity,  namely,  that  at  which  the 
present  physician  was  appointed.  The  public  notice  given  in  the  newspapers,  on  that  occa- 
sion, procured  only  two  candidates,  and  though  the  medical  attendant  of  this  institution  pro- 
fesses every  necessary  qualification,  and  it  is  thought  that  an  improper  person  would  not 
be  appointed,  yet  vesting  a veto  on  all  elections  in  some  superior  authority  would  to- 
tally preclude  the  possibility  of  private  regards  being  made  superior  to  public  utility.  None 
were  permitted  to  vote  but  annual  subscribers  of  a guinea,  according  to  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  practice  which  any  physician  could  acquire  amongst  the  residents  of  Strokestown  or  its 
vicinity  could  never  be  sufficiently  extensive  to  interfere  •with  his  duties  as  dispensary-surgeon, 
or  sufficiently  lucrative  to  enable  him  to  dispense  with  the  salary  of  that  office.  There  is  not, 
at  present,  a medical  man  here  who  would  gratuitously  undertake  the  care  of  the  poor.  A 
retiring  allowance  would  not  be  given  to  the  physician  of  this  establishment ; the  present 
physician  possesses  in  an  ample  degree  the  confidence  of  the  poor,  and  they  have  been  known 
to  declare,  that  they  were  well  aware  of  the  right  they  possessed  to  complain  of  his  inatten- 
tion or  harshness,  if  such  should  happen,  and  that  they  would  not  be  slow  in  availing  them- 
selves of  the  tribunal  for  the  redress  of  their  grievances,  which  exists  in  each  of  the  sub- 
scribers. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  were  dispensed  was  but  indifferently  kept,  as  regards 
neatness  and  cleanliness. 

In  the  pharmacy  we  fomid  most  of  the  ordinary  medicines  good  in  quality,  but  the 
supply  rather  scanty.  Of  the  more  delicate  preparations  we  only  observed  quinine.  They 
•were  procured  from  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.  of  Dublin,'  who  are  subscribers  of  two  guineas 
annually,  and  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer ; the  expense  of  them  we  could  not  ascertain,  as 
the  treasurer’s  accounts  were  not  to  be  had.  The  drugs  always  remain  in  the  custody  of 
the  medical  attendant,  and  as  he  does  not  practise  as  an  apothecary,  there  is  no  room  for 
misappropriation.  In  addition,  be  is  not  permitted  to  sell  on  any  pretext.  The  charity  does 
not  possess  surgical  instruments  of  any  kind.  Leeches  are  never  afforded,  on  account  of 
their  expense ; any  one  who  requires  them  is  obliged  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  1 s.  a piece. 
The  medical  officer  is  not  bound  to  give  vaccine  matter  gratis,  as  it  is  not  used  at  this 
dispensary ; he  is  not  prevented  from  inoculating  with  small-pock  matter,  but  would  not 
use  it.  - . . . 

An  accurate  register  was  kept  for  a considerable  time,  in  which  an  account  was  given  of 
every  one  who  received  advice  and  medicine;  but  when  the  nmnber  of  applicants  increased 
to  more  than  100  daily,  it  was  found  impossible  to  continue  the  practice  to  the  same  extent. 
At  present  a few  only  are  entered,  on  the  last  day  about  40 ; of  these,  we  found  the  names 
and  the  nature  of  their  diseases,  also  the  name  of  the  person  who  had  recommended  them. 
Nearly  200  present  themselves  on  every  public  day;  and  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  about  six  persons  were  being  attended  to  by  the  physician  at 
their  own  houses.  He  amputated  a thigh  lately,  and  the  operation  was  successful ; he  gene- 
rally has  three  or  four  midwifery  patients  to  attend  to  in  each  year._ 

A recommendation,  with  the  signature  of  a single  subscriber,  is  sufficient  to  entitle  the 
bearer  to  relief.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  these  recommendations,  and  while  on 
the  one  hand  no  destitute  person  need  ever  go  without  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  the  facility 
of  procuring  them,  on  the  other,  enables  many  to  acquire  gratuitous  relief  who  are  very 
well  able  to  pay  for  it.  Servants  of  subscribers  are  always  attended  to  by  the  medical 
officer  when  recommended. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  present  medical  attendant  receives  extern  applicants 
at  all  times  ; when  a visiting  ticket  is  presented  to  him  he  also,  in  most  cases,  goes  to  the 
dwelling  of  the  person  indicated  on  it,  but  we  were  assured  by  the  Roman-catholic  rector, 
that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  one  physician  to  attend  to  all  the  claims  of  this  kind 
which  are  made  on  him.  The  number  of  the  poor  precludes  it ; he  has  however  occasionally 
inspected  urgent  cases,  within  a mile  of  the  town,  two  or  three  times  during  the  day;  and 
is  often  called  up  during  the  night  to  give  his  assistance  in  cases  of  accident,  fracture,  &c., 
for  the  treatment  of  which  he  is  supplied  with  every  necessary  apparatus  by  the  establish- 
ment ; the  physician  is  only  appealed  to  in  difficult  cases  of  midwifery.  Poor  women  gener- 
ally fall  into  the  hands  of  midwives,  who  are,  for  the  most  part,  grossly  ignorant,  having 
had  no  instruction  whatever ; and  the  medical  officer  assured  us  that  he  has  seen  many 
instances  where  the  serious  injury  of  the  mother  and  the  death  of  the  child  nught  have 
been  prevented  by  the  display  of  no  very  extraordinary  skill.  We  were  much  surprised  learn 
that  vaccination  was  here  totally  neglected.  The  poor,  indeed,  have  very  little  confidence 
in  its  virtue ; but  the  Rev.  Mr.  M‘Dermott,  p.  p.  stated,  that  the  better  description  of  persons 
iir  the  place  would  gladly  have  recom’se  to  tire  practice  if  they  had  an  opportunity.  In  the 
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mean  time,  small-pox  increases  in  frequency,  and  Mr.  "Egan  is  disposed  to  attribute  it  in  a 
great  measure  to  travelling  inoculators,  who  go  about  and  demand  2 s.  Qd.  for  inserting 
the  virus,  and  if  not  able  to  get  that  sum  (which  he  has  known  to  be  given)  will  perform  their 
noxious  operation  for  any  thing  that  may  be  offered. 

There  is  no  charitable  institution  here  to  supply  the  poor  with  nourishment,  and  perhaps 
there  is  no  place  where  such  provision  is  more  needed.  The  town  and  surrounding  country 
are  the  property  of  a nobleman,  who  is  an  absentee  for'ten  months  out  of  the  twelve,  and 
there  is  no  other  charitable  institution  in  this  place;  in  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the  main- 
taining of  this  dispensary,  no  steps  are  taken  by  any  one  to  meet  and  relieve  the  wants  of 
the  poor  in  this  neighbourhood ; in  this  opinion  most  of  the  persons  present  at  the  examina- 
tion concurred. 

There  has  not  been  a genei-al  meeting  of  the  subscribers  since  the  formation  of  the  insti- 
tution. The  general  management, ' as  regards  medical  matters,  is  altogether  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  medical  attendant ; and  as  regards  the  funds,  to  the  treasurer.  . Of  tlie  last, 
no  information  could  be  obtained  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  as  the  treasurer  would  not 
attend. 

A committee  was  appointed  in  1831,  at  the  first  formation  of  the  charity,  but  have  never 
met  since  the  day  of  the  election  of  the  present  medical  attendant.  The  grand  jury  have  not 
appointed  a board  of  superintendence,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a solitary  visit  from  the 
nobleman  before  alluded  to  in  the  last  two  years,  and  an  occasional  one  from  his  agent, 
the  institution  seems  to  have  been  left  literally  to  go  on  of  itself. 

The  officers,  not  medical,  do  not  receive  any  salary.  The  secretary  was  appointed  at  the 
same  time  with  the  treasurer,  but  has  never  been  called  on  to  act.  We  were  assured  that 
religious  prejudices  would  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  at  any  election  in  this  charity. 

A written  report  is  presented  to  the  treasurer  of  the  grand  jury  once  a year.  The  clergy, 
medical  men,  gentry,  &c.  might  here  be  well  formed  into  a board  of  health ; and  the  district 
affords  a sufficient  number  of  pereons  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute 
investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  if  there  were  any  prospect  of  getting  permanent 
relief  for  the  sick,  aged  and  infirm. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  could  not  procure  any  information  whatever  with  respect 
to  the  finances  of  tliis  institution,  which  were  intrusted  to  the  treasurer,  and  this  gentleman 
did  not  think  proper  either  to  attend  in  person,  or  to  supply  any  account,  declaring  that  he 
would  not  form  one  of  the  meeting,  “ as  he  did  not  see  what  good  could  result  from  the 
-nquiry.” 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Charles  Armstrong,  esq. — Fanny  Gordon. — Biddy  Kelagher. — The  Medical  Attendant. — 
Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd,  rector  of  Killglass. 

The  district  of  the  Tarmonbarry  dispensary  possesses  a population  of  nearly  15,000 
persons,  and  extends  in  some  directions  to  nearly  six  miles.  There  are  similar  charities  at 
Mohill  and  at  Drurasna,  each  about  six  miles  off ; also  at  Drom,  distant  about  one  mile 
and  a half.  But  as  all  these  places  are  in  the  county  Leitrim,  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is 
a redundancy  of  medical  relief  in  this  part,  or  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  county  Roscommon. 
Some  persons  have  been  refused  relief  at  this  institution,  but  it  was  in  consequence  of  an 
order  of  the  committee,  who  decided  that  the  tenants  of  an  individual  who  declined  subscrib- 
ing, were  not  fit  objects  for  the  charity.  An  anxious  wish  was  expressed  for  the  formation 
of  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  should  be  attached  dispensaries;  and  to  a certain  number 
of  them,  and  in  a central  situation,  a mixed  fever  and  surgical  hospital,  on  a small  scale. 
It  was  suggested  that  a dispensary  district  ought  not  to  exceed  a space  which  would  make 
any  point  in  it  more  than  five  miles  distant  from  the  institution.  At  present  great  incon- 
venience is  felt  here  from  the  want  of  nearei'  hospital  accommodation  than  that  the  comity 
infirmary,  at  Roscommon  affords,  distant  above  twenty  miles. 

A small  room  in  a mud-built  cabin  for  keeping  and  dispensing  medicine  is  all  the  space 
allotted  to  this  dispensary  ; the  poor  wait  their  turn  of  admission  in  a shop  adjoining  thb 
dispensary  room;  the  house  is  the  property  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  pays  4^1.  per 
annum  head-rent  for  it,  and  receives  for  the  use  of  it  4Z.  per  annum  from  the  funds  of  the 
dispensary,  besides  6l.  from  the  clerk  who  resides  in  it,  and  is  also  his  tenant  for  a small 
piece  of  ground  attached.  In  tliis  case  an  annual  tenure  cannot  be  the  cause  of  incon- 
venience, as  a similar  place  could  at  any  time  be  procured  for  the  same  rent ; the  witnesses, 
nevertheless,  thought  it  would  be  better  that  this  and  other  such  places  should  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  county. 

A retired  army  surgeon,  aged  about  42,  is  the  medical  attendant,  he  was  appointed  to  dis- 
charge the  united  duties  of  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur,  at  the  formation  of  the 
establishment  in  1829  ; he  had  studied  midwifery  in  London,  and  previous  to  his  election  by 
the  subscribers  he  had  carried  on  business  as  an  apothecaiy  in  Strokestown,  at  least  eight 
miles  distant,  where  he  still  continues  to  reside  and  to  practise'  the  same  profession.  On 
© '•  Mondays 
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Mondays  and  Thursdays  in  each  week,  from  eleven  until  two  o’clock,  he  is  expected 
to  attend  the  poor  who  may  present  themselves  at  the  dispensary,  and  he  never  has  had 
occasion  to  send  a substitute ; however,  the  time  afforded  on  those  days  is  not  by  any 
means  considered  enough  for  the  efficient  relief  of  the  numerous  applicants,  and  if  any 
demands  should  be  made  in  the  interval,  they  must,  for  the  most  part,  remain  unanswered, 
as  there  is  not  any  person  to  dispense  medicine  in  his  absence.  The  poor  can  make  com- 
plaint to  any  subscriber,  who  has  the  power  of  calling  on  the  committee  to  redress  any  ir- 
regularity or  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant.  Fifty  poimds  per  annum 
is  the  amount  paid  to  the  medical  attendant,  but  he  has  not  any  allowance  for  lodging  or 
for  a horse.  The  grand  jury  have  the  power,  by  refusing  or  diminishing  the  presentment,  to 
check  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  medical  attendant 
beyond  the  amount  of  -a  just  remuneration  ; but  they  cannot  prevent  the  formation  of  dis- 
pensaries for  the  private  objects  of  individuals,  in  places  where  such  charities  are  not  wanted 
or  already  exist. 

The  physician  is  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  previous  to  proceeding  to  an  election 
notice  is  always  given  by  advertisement,  but'  it  is  not  considered  necessary  to  inform  the 
grand  jury  of  the  transaction.  It  would  be  well  that  a power  capable  of  controlling  im- 
proper appointments  existed  somewhere ; at  the  last  vacancy  the  present  medical  attendant 
was  the  only  candidate,  and  he  was  not  required  to  produce  any  qualifications;  none  were 
permitted  to"^  vote  but  those  who  had  paid  a subscription  of  1 Z.  1 s.  There  are  not  any  in- 
dividuals of  easy  circumstances  residing  in  this  neighbourhood,  nor  is  there  any  physician 
who  would  give  his  services  gratuitously  to  the  poor. 

The  present  medical  attendant  possesses  the  confidence  of  the  lower  order  in  an  eminent 
de<>Tee,  as  we  ascertained  by  conversing  with  several  of  them  ; a poor  woman  said,  that  she 
had  come  a lono-  way  to  consult  the  doctor,  as  he  had  been  so  successful  with  a friend  of 
hers  • and  anotlmr  said,  she  had  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  his  medicines.  At  the 
same  time  all  were  well  aware  of  the  power  which  they  possessed  of  checking  any  irregularity 
or  harshness  on  the  part  of  the  physician,  by  an  appeal  to  the  subscribers. 

The  prescribing  room  was  kept  in  very  good  order,  and  contained  a fair  stock  of  medicine, 
including  all  the  more  usual  kinds;  they  were  purchased  from  Messrs.  Leslie  Sc  Co.,  of 
Dublin,  dmggists,  and  cost  for  the  years  1832,  19 1.  9 s.  5 <f. ; 183.3,  26 1.  8s.  3 d. 

The  stock  remains  under  the  charge  of  the  physician,  who  is  not  permitted  to  sell  any- 
thing on  any  pretext.  The  pharmaceutic  apparatus  was  in  tolerable  condition,  but  there  were 
not  any  surgical  instruments ; leeches  are  not  supplied,  the  expense  forbidding  it. 

A reo-ister  is  kept  by  the  clerk,  in  which  he  enters  the  names  of  all  applicants,  and  also 
of  those  who  have  recommended  them,  a copy  of  which  is  lodged  with  the  grand  Jury.  On 
the  day  of  our  visit  about  32  persons  were  waiting  at  the  door  for  the  physician,  but  in  ge- 
neral the  number  is  greater.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  perform  a capital  operation  at 
this  dispensaiy,  during  the  last  three  years  he  has  been  called  to  visit  15  cases  of  difficult 
parturition. 

Each  subscriber  is  permitted  to  recommend  three  persons,  at  the  same  time,  for  relief,  and 
it  is  only  necessary  to  have  a single  signatm-e  to  a recommendation  in  order  to  ensure  to  the 
bearer  every  facility  of  getting  it.  Servants  of  subscribers  are  considered  to  come  within  the 
province  of  the  charity,  but  many  other  persons  pai-ticipate  in  its  benefits  whose  circum- 
stances might  be  considered  as  placing  them  above  the  necessity  of  seeking  gratuitous 
relief. 

The  aid  afforded  by  this  establishment  must  be  considered  very  limited,  when  we  state 
that  the  poor,  who  may  be  confined  by  illness,  if  visited  at  home,  are  obliged  to  pay  for 
such  extra  attendance  : moreover,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  the  medical  attendant,  who  resides 
so  far  off,  to  visit  them  at  their  own  dwellings,  except  occasionally.  _ There  are  no  bandages, 
splints  &c.,  for  affording  adequate  and  speedy  succour  in  cases  of  accidents,  nor  does  it  appear 
that  the  surgeon  is  bound  to  attend  in  such  cases,  nor,  indeed,  is  he  in  the  way  to  d.o  so.  Pre- 
scriptions of  other  medical  men  are  not  made  up  at  the  dispensary.  As  the  medical  officer 
only  visits  those  lying-in  women  whose  parturition  is  attended  with  unusual  delay  or  diffi 
culty  and  as  for  his  attendance  he  always  expects  to  be  paid,  the  poor  are  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  midwives,  who  are,  for  the  most  part,  exceedingly  ignorant.  Vaccination  is  not 
here  much  resorted  to,  though  the  opinion  of  the  physician  is  decidedly  m favour  of  it : on  the 
other  hand,  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  it  is  rapidly  diminishing,  and  small-pox  has 
become  a fi-equent  disorder  of  late  years. 

There  are  no  charitable  institutions  for  the  supply  of  food  or  clotlnng  to  the  poor  ot  lar- 
monbarry.  ...  , . 

The  general  management,  in  which  the  surgeon  has  not  any  participation,  not  being  a 
governor,  is  vested  in  a body  of  21  subscribers.  These  are  expected  to  meet  every  half  year, 
when  every  governor  is  entitled  to  attend  and  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  These  half  yearly 
meetings  are  regularly  attended  by  from  five  to  seven  (five  being  a quorum),  and  minutes  are 
kept  of  their  proceedings. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  which  meets  twice  a year,  of  whose  transactions  an  ac- 
count is  always  kept : in  the  interval,  some  of  the  governors  undertake  to  inspect  the  affairs 
of  the  institution  from  time  to  time,  but  not  officially. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  officer  not  medical.  He  was  elected,  by  open  voting  at  tlie  first 
meeting  of  the  subscribers,  and  without  any  reference  to  liis  religious  belief.  He  does  not 
give  any  security,  but  he  considers  himself  accountable  not  only  to  the  subscribers,  but  to 
the  grand  jm-y.  ' 
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The  only  servant  is  a porter  or  clerk,  who  is  paid  bl.  per  annum  as  w^-es,  and  farther 
receives  an  allowance  of  1 1.  annually  for  the  supplying  of  turf  to  the  prescribing  room. 

There  are  not  any  printed  mles. 

At  each  assizes  a written  report  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury  : in  it  are  detailed  the  state 
of  the  finances  of  the  establishment,  the  number  of  applicants,  &c.  &c. 

For  the  last  three  years  the  receipts  have  consisted  solely  of  annual  subscriptions,  and  of 
a sum  equal  to  their  amount,  which  has  been  given  by  the  grand  Jury.  The  subscriptions  were 
inl832, 41?.  2s.  ;1833,32Z.  19s.;1834, 88Z.  In  the  list  of  subscribers,  we  do  not  find  any  of  the 
poorer  classes,  and  there  is  a great  equality  in  the  contributions  of  most  of  the  individuals, 
whose  names  are  on  it,  none  of  whom  have  made  any  improper  stipulation  for  relief  to  be 
given  them  in  return. 

The  treasurer  collects  all  the  funds  which  remain  in  his  custody  till  occasion  requires 
them. 

The  chief  items  of  expenditure  usually  are — salary,  medicine,  rent  and  wages.  The  total 
sum  disbursed  for  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows,  viz.:  1832,  79?.  12s.  8^rZ. ; 
1833,  63?.  12s.  4d.;  1834,  86?.  19s.  9t?.  Bills  are  examined  by  the  committee  previous  to 
payment,  and  the  vouchers  are  afterwards  presented  to  them  by  the  treasurer,  through  whom 
alone  money  is  paid. 

Twice  ill  the  year  accounts  are.madeup  and  laid  before  the  committee,  who  are  summoned 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  them. 


Tulsk  dispensary  exists  only  in  name,  as  it  consists  of  but  a few  damp  and  useless  medi- 
cines kept  in  a dilapidated  shed  by  the  roadside,  presenting  a most  wi-etched  and  inefficient 
mode  of  relief  for  the  sick  poor ; and  it  appeared  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner  perfectly 
useless  to  enter  into  a detailed  examination  of  this  institution.  There  is  no  management 
of  any  kind;  'it  appeared  that  a few  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  subscribe  about 
38?.,  the  grand  jury  granting  as  much  more  annually,  thus  making  the  charity  more 
productive  to  the  person  called  its  medical  attendant  (his  salary  being  55?.  7s.  8d.)  than  to 
the  poor ; on  the  whole,  a more  inefficient  or  useless  establishment  cannot  exist,  nor  one  call- 
ing more  loudly  for  some  regulation.  The  medical  attendant  of  this  is  also  the  attendant  of 
the  French-park  dispensary,  though  lately,  his  son,  is  said  to  do  the  duty  there,  a distance 
from  his  residence  of  10  or  12  miles.  He  goes  over  two  days  in  the  week  to  see  any  person 
having  a recommendation,  and  the  dispensary  of  French-park  presents  similar  subjects  for 
observation  to  this  of  Tulsk.  It  is  most  miserably  situated,  appears  to  afford  no  relief  to  the 
sick,  and  is  kept  in  a thatched  cabin,  at  a small  rent,  from  a man  who  says  he  is  the  attendant, 
and  performs  a great  portion  of  the  medical  duty  of  it;  he  bleeds,  inoculates,  prescribes,  sets 
fractures  and  reduces  dislocations,  and  even  performs  some  of  the  more  capital  operations.  He 
showed  one  poor  woman  he  has  repeatedly  tapped  for  dropsy;  and  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
cannot  avoid  adding,  that  at  ^he  time  of  his  visit,  this  person  had  above  forty  patients  under 
the  mflueiice  of  small-pock,  inoculated  by  himself ; of  this  he  seemed  particularly  proud, 
affirming  that  he  was  always  lucky,  “having  inoculated  hundreds  upon  hundreds”,  and  never 
lost  one ; thus  keeping  the  disease  continuMly  ripe  in  the  place  and  neighbourliood.  Words 
sufficiently  strong  cannot  'be  used  to  express  the  disapprobation  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
of  the  whole  of  this  establishment.  That  at  Tulsk  is  comparatively  innocent,  though  inefficient, 
but  in  this  place,  positive  injury  must  arise  to  the  surrounding  poor  when  an  ignorant  indi- 
vidual of  the  lowest  grade  is  permitted  to  perform  all  these  duties,  and  even  to  extend  the 
baneful  effects  of  small-pock,  without  any  attention,  on  the  part  of  its  paid  medical  officer, 
to  either  prevent  it  or  even  introduce  the  cow-pock.  There  is  no  management,  but  there  is  a 
treasurer,  and  the  same  observations  apply  here  as  to  the  other  dispensary  (the  Tulsk),  under 
the  medical  care  of  the  same  person,  that  to  go  into  a detailed  examination  would  be  per- 
fectly useless.  The  average'subscriptioii  for  the  last  four  years  amount  to  about  48?.,  of  which 
one  gentleman  has,  during  that  period,  subscribed  36?.  ISs.  6d.  annually;  the  surgeon’s 
salary  is  50?.  per  annum.  The  two  dispensaries  under  consideration  are  examples  of  such 
bad  management,  such  inefficient  regulations,  and  such  a total  dereliction  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  them,  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  saying  more  than  that  the  former 
is  perfectly  useless,  and  the  latter  calculated  to  do  the  most  serious  injury,  not  alone  to  the 
surrounding  poor,  but  to  all  mnks  in  the  country.  The  state  of  these  two  dispensaries  are  so 
bad  as  to  demonstrate  tlie  absolute  necessity  of  some  immediate  measure  to  remedy  the 
abuses  that  exist  in  this  class  of  institutions,  nor  can  the  account  of  them  be  concluded  without' 
expressing  an  opinion  that  they  exhibit  the  system  of  keeping  up  such  establishments  for 
the  benefit  of  the  nominal  medical  attendants,  without  reference  to  the  wants,  health,  or  even 
tlie  lives  of  the  poor,  for  whose  sake  they  would  appear  to  have  been  intended. 
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Persons  seen  or  visited  by  the  Assistant  ommissioners. 

[The  letter  which  the  Assistant  Commissicners  sent  to  the  medical  officer  of  the  dispensary  at 
Howth  and  Baldoyle  was  still  in  the  Post  Office,  the  medical  attendant  having  left  the  place  some 
time  pi-eviously ; the  Assistant  Commissioners  then  endeavoured  to  see  such  gentlemen  ns  they 
were  informed  were'  likely  to  take  an  interest  in  the  dispensary  affairs,  and  they  called  on 

Geoghegak,  esq.  m.  Swift,  esq.  barrister,  Baldoyle — They  afterwards  visited 

Mark  Farrek,  esq.  at  Drumnigh.— The  medical  attendant  was  visited  the  next  day  at  his  resi- 
dence ill  Dublin.] 

The  medical  officer  estimated  the  extent  of  district,  to  the  sick  poor  of  which  this  dispen- 
sary is  intended  to  afford  relief,  at  four  miles  in  each  direction  from  the  institution,  but  none 
of  tlie  gentlemen  consulted  could  say  what  the  amount  of  population  might  be,  though  the 
charity“vas  stated  to  be  adequate  to  it.  Another  institution  of  this  class  already  exists  at 
Eaheny,  distant  about  two  or  three  miles  to  the  west ; and  it  is  endeavoured  to  establish 
another  at  Belwriffin,  at  about  the  same  distance  in  another  direction.  The  gentlemen 
visited  were  all  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  an  excellent  improvement  to  have  a few  beds  for 

cases  of  fever  or  accidents  attached  to  dispensaries.  • 

There  is  no  building  of 'any  sort  or  kind  belonging  to  this  dispensary,  but  the  medical 
officer  was  allowed  15  Z.  per  annum  as  rent,  for  wTiich  sum  he  was  bound  to  provide  proper 
accommodation  both  at  Howth  and  at  Baldoyle.  As  the  medical  officer  had  been  long  absent, 
and  the  dispensary-room  locked  up,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  could  not  obtain  a view  of 
it  at  Baldoyle,  but  were  informed  that  it  was  suited  to  its  purpose,  and  was,  a room  in  the 
house  occupied  by  the  medical  officer  himself.  The  place  allotted  to  the  purpose  at  Howtli 
is  a small  space,  about  four  feet  broad,  and  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  length,  boarded  off  from  the 
end  of  a cottage.  The  situations  in  both  places  seemed  to  be  central  for  the  patients ; it  was 
thought  it  would'  be  better  if  dispensary  buildings  belonged  to  the  county. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a graduate  in  medicine  and  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons 
at  Edinburgh,  and  also  a licensed  accoucheur  of  the  same  place ; he  is  about  29  years  of  age ; 
previously  to  his  appointment  he  resided  five  yeai's  at  Paris,  and  three  in  Scotland ; he  re- 
sided constantly  at  the  institution  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1829,  by  the  subscribers  at 
large,  and  now  holds  no  other  appointment.  He  practises  as  physician,  surgeon  and  ac- 
coucheur, but  not  as  an  apotheca:w ; the  rules  of  this  charity  not  forbidding  private  practice. 
The  medical  officer  has  never  performed  his  duty  by  proxy,  but  was  in  constant  attendance  at 
Baldoyle,  and  visited  Howth  twice  a week.  Poor  patients,  in  case  of  neglect  or  harshness 
on  the  ]jart  of  the  medical  officer,  could  appeal  to  a member  of  the  committee,  and  such 
appeal  would  always  be  listened  to.  „ , . . 

The  medical  offi'cer  is  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  institution,'  which  arise  from  subscriptions 
and  the  county  grant : his  salary  was  originally  fixed  at  lOOZ.  per  annum,  but,  aseveryex- 
pense  was  tobe  first  paid,  the  medical  officer  seldom  received  that  sum ; the  salary  was  with- 
out other  allowance  or  perquisite  of  any  sort : should  the  committee  choose  to  authonze  larger 
salaries  or  allo.wances  than  sufficient  to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  the  grand  jury  may 
check  them  by  refusing  the  county  grant.  _ i • 

The  right  of  election  of  medical  officers  rests  with  the  subscribers,  the  grand  jury  having 
no  control  over  the  appointment ; in  case  of  a vacancy,  an  advertisement  is  put  into  the  news- 
paper, but  no  notice  is  sent  to  the  gTand  juiy.  This  neighbourhood  is  considered  to  contain 
persons  able  to  pay  for  advice  and  medicine,  sufficient  in  number  to  induce  a medical  man 
to  reside,  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument.  No  medical  officer  attached  to  this 
institution  has  died  either  at  Howth  or  Baldoyle.  , , _ . 

A rec^ister  is  kept,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  carefully  or  accurately  dated ; it  was  the  only 
document,  however,  from  which  the  printed  report  was  taken ; but  the  nurnbers  do  not  cor- 
respond ; thus,  in  the  printed  report,  is  set  down  “ deaths  14,”  whereas,  on  inspection  of  the 
original  register,  three  only  were  found  for  the  year  1832  and  1833 ; again,  in  the  printed  report 
are  stated  93  cases  of  smallqiox,  only  18  cases  appeared  in  the  original  document  ; the  gross 
number  only  of  patients  attended  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury,  and  no  account  is  kept  of  the 
number  of  midwifery  cases.  • j-  • i.  i,  a 

The  medical  officer  stated  that  no  one  was  ever  refused  advice  or  medicine,  but  that  to 
have  a recommendation  from  a subscriber  was  the  more  regular  course.  Many  of  the  farmers, 
and  some  others  who  subscribed,  required  that  they  themselves,  their /amiZies  and  all  living 
on  their  farms,  should  be  attended  gratis.  _ . . i • i 

Attendance  was  given  as  often  as  required  in  the  night,  but  no  practitioners  are  autliorized 
to  have  their  prescriptions  for  the  poor  made  up  at  this  dispensary.  Poor  women,  when 
lying-in,  are  generally  attended  by  miduives  who  are  very  unskilful,  and  injury,  both  to  mo- 
ther and  child,  is  often  the  result ; the  medical  officer  attended  in  difficult  cases.  Presciip- 
tions  are  not  entered  in  a book. 

Vaccination  is  performed  here,  and  generally  with  success,  though  small-pox  has  been 
frequent  of  late  years,  and  the  medical  officer  thought  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 
operation  was  a little  shaken.  • , a.  ■ i t 

The  committee  is  elected  fi-om  and  by  the  subscribers,  and  the  medical  officer  is  not  one  ot 
their  body.  They  appear  , to  have  met  four  times  in  the  years  1827  and  1828,  but  only  twice 
in  each  succeeding;  year.  Minutes  were  kept  of  their  proceedings.  . 

The  medical  officer  stated  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  well,  if  there  were  no  subscriptions 
to  institutions  of  this  sort,  and  that  the  Government  were  to  pay  every  thing  and  have  the  ap- 
pointment, as  there  were  always  great  dissensions  in  the  managing  committee,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  religious  differences  and  partly  from  persons  of  inferior  degree  being  on  the  commit- 
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County  Kildare. 
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Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
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Dispensaries. 
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Extent  of  Country. 
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and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 


tee,  whom  some  of  the  gentry  would  not  meet,  and  thus  there  was  always  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  committee  to  meet.  It  appeared  that  the  medical  attendant  had  been  absent 
from  Baldoyle  daring  the  past  three  months,  in  which  period  there  had  been  no  committee 
meeting  or  attendance  on  the  sick  poor,  and  Mrs.  APDowd,  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  Howth,  said 
that  she  considered  the  institution  valuable  and  useful  and  subscribed  to  it  herself,  but  that 
owing  to  its  being  closed,  great  misery  existed  among  the  poor,  especially  as  there  was  no 
resident  medical  man  at  Howth. 

The  medical  officer  was  not  aware  that  there  were  any  written  laws  or  regulations  for  this 
dispensary,  the  only  books  he  had  seen  being  one  containing  proceedings  of  the  committee,  and 
the  other  a statement  of  the  accounts. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  income  and  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
July  1833. 


£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - 57  3 -■ 

County  Grant  - - - - 64  - - 


£.  s.  d. 


Rent  - - - - - .J5_  — 

Medicines  - - - - - 8 15  5 

Printing 25- 

CoUeclor’s  Fees  - - - , - 2 - - 

Balance  to  the  Medical  Officer  in 
lieu  of  salary  - - - -83-7 


111  1 - 


The  funds  of  this  charity  ai?e  lodged  in  Messrs.  Latouche’s  bank,  by  the  treasurer,  previous 
to  application  being  made  for  the  county  grant. 

All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  committee. 

The  accounts  are  made  up,  audited  and  reported  to  the  governor,  in  full  meeting,  once  a 
year. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examhiation, 


Rev.  Mr.  Aylmer R.  Dease,  esq.,  J.  p. — Rev.  M.  Kearney,  p.  p B.  Molloy,  esq.,  j.  p. — 

Rev.  J.  Mooney,  r.  c.  c.— Mr.  John  O’Sullivan.— Captain  Radcliff.— Richard  Wilson, 

esq.,  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  of  the  district  to  which  relief  is  intended  to  be  afforded  by  this  dispensary  is 
about  3,000  persons,  within  a space  of  seven  miles  to  the  most  distant  point.  The  medical 
institutions  within  a radius  of  six  miles,  are  Naas,  four  miles;  Robertstown,  four  miles;  Kil- 
cock,  six  miles ; Donadea,  three  miles  and  a half;  the  nearest  institution  on  the  north  being 
that  of  Donadea  ; on  the  south  Naas ; on  the  east  Celbridge,  and  on  the  west  Robertstown. 

No  person  has  been  refused  relief  at  this  dispensary,  except  those  not  properly  recom- 
mended. It  would,  however,  be  a matter  of  great  advantage  to  the  poor  to  have  two  or  three 
beds  attached  to  the  dispensary. 

The  dispensary  of  Clane  is  in  a most  miserable  and  wretched  hovel,  scarcely  deserving  the 
name  of  a house,  and  it  is  a disgrace  to  the  small  village  in  which  it  is  situated.  Words  can- 
not be  found  sufficiently  strong  to  express  the  wi-etched  and  dilapidated  state  of  it.  It  has 
no  waiting  room,  in  fact  no  accommodation  of  any  kind,  nor  even  a board  to  desigTiate  it.  As 
the  medical  attendant  considered  such  a board  unnecessaiy  he  removed  it.  For  this  dis- 
pensary he  is  paid,  as  per  bill,  10  1.  per  annum  rent,  and  although  the  day  upon  which 
it  was  visited  was  one  01  the  days  of  attendance  of  the  medical  officer,  the  shutters  were 
closed,  and  no  appearance  whatever  of  either  business,  patients  or  a disposition  to  encourage 
such  to  the  institution. 

The  medical  attendant  is  about  32  years  of  age.  He  served  an  apprenticeship,  as  he  says,  to 
an  apotheca^  in  Dublin,  but  has  not  taken  out  any  licence  to  practice  except  as  anapothecary. 
He  resides  in  Clane,  and  four  miles  from  Donadea  dispensary,  which  he  also  in  like  manner 
attends.  He  was  appointed  to  the  institution  of  Clane  13th  Januaiy  1826,  and  Donadea  in 
March  1831,  at  a general  meeting  of  the  governors,  as  he  states,  in  both  places,  as  appears 
with  regard  to  Clane,  by  the  books  of  that  institution. 

No  satisfactory  account  appears  of  his  pursuits  prior  to  these  appointments.  His  attend- 
ance on  the  above  two  dispensaries  takes  up  his  entire  time.  His  salary  for  Clane  is  60/.,  and 
for  Donadea  40  /.  per  annum.  He  practices  as  physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecary. 
He  has  never  been  absent  from  his  duties,  but  if  a necessity  arose  he  would  call  a meeting  and 
obtain  leave,  and  appoint  a substitute.  He  is  allowed  to  have  private  practice.  He  was  educated 
for  midwifery  at  the  Lyhig-in  Hospital,  Dublin,  at  which  institution  he  got  a certificate  for  six 
months’  attendance  (which  he  produced).  He  attends  every  day  at  Clane,  and  a Donadea  one 
day  in  the  week,  and  never  does  the  duty  by  proxy.  He  states  that  he  is  master-apothecary. 
There  are  no  other  officers  of  these  institutions.  In  case  of  neglect  or  irregularity  in  attend- 
ance the  governors  have  a controlling  power,  by  any  of  whom  a meeting  can  be  called ; but 
from  the  attendance  of  the  governors,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  much  doubts  if  such  con- 
trol be  practicable.  The  medical  attendant  is  nearly  always  on  the  spot  himself,  as  he  lives  next 
door  to  the  institution.  He  dispenses  the  medicine  himself. 

The  medical  attendant  is  the  only  paid  officer;  and  on  this  subject,  there  are  no  rules  or  byer 
laws  printed ; there  appear  a few  scattered  over  a book,  but  they  are  scarcely  complied  with. 
The  medical  attendant  is  paid  from  the  general  funds.  He  has  no  allowance  for  a liprse  or  other 
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conveymce,  nor  for  board  or  lodging,  but  if  the  committee  or  subscnbers  choose  to  authorize 
salaries  or  allowances  higher  than  are  requisite  to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers  the  comity 
has  no  control  whatever,  although  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  chanty  a sum 
eouivalent  to  the  amount  of  annual  subscriptions.  Besides,  many  arrangements  might  be  made 
bv  which  the  county  would  be  unnecessarily  taxed  over  which  there  is  no  control. 

^Here  the  medici  attendant  advanced  for  one  subscriber  2 1.  10  s.,  which  sum  he  admitted 
he  had  not  been  repaid.  And  in  this  year  (and  this  year  only)  his  wife  subscribes  1 1.  10  s 
which  it  is  evident  he  must  get  returned,  together  with  the  same  amount  from  the  grand 
iui-y  There  is  no  guarantee  that  an  unprincipled  man  might  not  combine  with  a few  friends 
to  raise  an  institution  for  the  sake  of  the  medical  appointment,  the  medical  man  returning 
the  money  subscribed  by  his  friends,  and  retaining  that  subscribed  by  the  county,  and  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  has  cause  to  believe  such  is  done  j for  any  control  exercised  by  the 

B-rand  iurv  is  not  equal  to  preventing  the  occun-ence  of  such  an  abuse. 

® The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  governors.  The  vacancy  to  which  the  present  medical 
attendant  was  appointed  was  published  in  the  newspapers,  but  no  notice  given  m particular  to 
the  grand  jury,  who  have  not,  at  all  events,  any  power  to  take  a part  m the  appointment,  noi- 
ls there  a power  of  vested  in  them  or  any  other  persons.  _ - 1 T .1 

It  annears  that  in  the  last  appointment  there  were  not  any  testimonia  s required ; if  there 
had  been,  the  present  medical  officer  pould  not  be  elected,  only  having,  as  he  says,  the  power  of 
actino-  as  an  apothecary ; neither  is  there  any  limitation  to  tlie  youth  or  old  age  of  the  officers. 
The  number  of  candidates  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy  were  for  Clane  three,  for 
Donadea  two,  as  stated  by  the  medical  officer.  No  control  whatever  exists  to  prevent  per- 
sons from  raising  a subscription,  and  electing,  at  the  expense  of  the  county  a man  -mthout 
anvofthe  qualifications  for  such  an  appointment,  there  is  no  notice  of  any  kind  sent  to  the 
<rrand  iurv.  The  mere  payment  of  the  annual  subscription  of  1 1 s.  entitles  every  such 

subscriber  to  vote.  In  case  the  medical  officer  should  be  harsh  or  neglect  his  patients,  they 
can  appeal  to  any  governor  of  the  institution,  but  no  instance  has  occurred  of  such  having 
been  done,  although  the  poor  are  said  to  be  acquainted  with  such  tribunal  of  reference. 

It  is  considered  that  the  individuals  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  capable  of  paying  tor 
advice,  are  not  sufficient  in  number  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  the  dispensary 

^"Ther?m-e  many  medical  gentlemen  in  the  district  qualified  to  be  elected  to  the  iiistituUon, 
but  they  are  all  connected  with  dispensaries,  and  none  are  willing  to  serve  gratuitously.  There 
are  no  retiring  allowances.  There  has  been  no  instance  of  mortality,  or  even  sickness  among 

%hrtoom  hAvUdi  the  medicines'  are  kept  at  Claim  appears  most  miserable  bnt,  the 
medicines,  iic.  appear  tolei«bly  well  kept,  and  of  good  qua  ity,  and  sufficient  quantity,  even 
of  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  sorts,  such  as  quinine,  &c.,  except  morphia,  winch  the 
medical  attendant  says  he  would  be  afraid  to  give  the  poor.  These  medicines  are  supplied 
by  the  medical  attendant  himself,  who  has  an  allowance  of  241  per  aiiimm  for  that  purpose. 

There  is  no  guarantee  whateyer  that  the  person  supplying  medicines  shall  not  introduce 
inferior  medioines,  and  he  a gainer  in  the  tiifferenee  of  cost  between  good  and  bad.  The 
medicines  are  paid  tor  by  the  treasurer  on  the  signature  of  Sve  of  the  committee,  who  need 
not  meet  for  the  purpose.  These  medicines  are  purchased  by  the  medical  attendant  fiom 
Messrs.  Boilcau  & George,  and  he  sells  them  or  uses  them  as  he  pleases.  , , , 

The  prescriptions  are  prepared  and  distributed  by  himself  in  person,  and  the  stock  of 

medicines  are  always  under  his  care,  they  being  his  own  property.  n.  ..  „ 

They  ai-e  never  sold  to  persons  recommended  as  patients  to  the  dispensary,  but  aie  to  all 
others  who  will  pay  for  them.  There  are  no  medical  instrnments  of  any  sort  belonging  to 
the  institution.  If  is  stated  that  leeches  are  supplied  to  the  patients  oceasioiia  ly,  but  none 
annear  to  be  kept.  The  medical  attendant  inoculates  with  vaccine  matter  freely,  but  never 
w^th  small-pock'matter,  nlthongh  not  prevented  from  so  doing,  and  it  is  freely  used  m the 
neighbourhood.  The  medicines,  and  every  thing  connected  with  the  Donadea  dispensary, 
apifears  of  the  very  best  quality,  and  in  the  very  next  shop  is  every  thing  on  a small  scale 
tliat  would  be  desired;  on  the  whole,  the  system  of  regularity  and  general  anangement 
fullv  evinces  the  care  taken  of  this  establislunent.  , x • x- 

■^lere  is  a registry  kept  of  persons  applying  for  medical  aid,  bnt  not  of  the  terminations 
of  their  cases.  The  entries  are  made  by  the  medical  attendant  at  the  time  of  piesenti^^^^^  the 
recommendations.  The  numbers  treated  are  retained  to  the  graiid  jury,  and  tlieie  nevei^^l^^^ 
been  an  instance  where  any  person  properly  recommended  has  been  lefnsed.  Iheie  have 
not  been  any  capital  operatos  pertormed  witliin  the  last  three  years.  Ihe  number  of  mid- 
wiferv  cases  attended  are  about  20  annually.  . f i i. 

Alecommendation  from  a governor  entitles  a person  to  relief.  The  servants  of 
are  attended.  It  very  rarely  happens  that  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity 
who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance,  neither  is 
gratuitously  to  any  of  the  poorest  subscribers.  In  fact  no  contract  has  been  made  with 
iidividuals^for  the  purpose  of  swelling  a subscription  list,  and  thus 

from  the  county.  It  is  quite  requisite  to  obtain  an  order  of  recommendation  foi  the  aid  of 

the  institution,  signed  by  one  subscriber,  and  winch  orders  are  most 

subscribers  are  not  limited  in  the  number  of  their  orders,  and  although  ' ^ 

not  he  known  to,  or  liked  by  the  subscribers,  he  could  not  be  excluded  ^>0“  ^ 

the  national  institution;  and  if  a poor  person  should  be  refused  an  order,  oi 

medical  officer,  or  harshly  treated,  h^e  can  appeal  to  any  governor  'Y^thoi^^^danger  of  m- 

oiirriiig  the  displeesnre  of  the  wealthier  classes,  but  such  appeal  does  not  rest  to  the 

grand  juiy. 
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Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  sick  poor  are  attended  at  their  own 
dwellings  when  so  ill  as  to  be  unable  to  rise,  or  come  to  the  institution.  There  is  no  limit  to 
the  distance  for  this  attendance.  The  patients  are  entitled  to  the  personal  attendance  of  the 
medical  officer,  whenever  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required ; and  if  two  or  three  visits 
a day  were  necessary  they  would  be  paid ; attendance  has  often  been  given  in  the  night. 
In  case  of  fractures  or  other  accidents,  the  institution  possesses  the  means,  splinters, 
bandages,  &c.  of  rendering  immediate  assistance,  and  such  would  he  afforded.  It  has 
occurred  (but  very  rarely),  that  the  prescriptions  of  authorized  practitioners  were  made  up  at 
the  institution  for  the  poor.  Lying-in  cases  are  a;ttended  by  the  medical  officer,  whenever 
recommended  ; they  are  in  general  attended  by  midurives,  and  these  are  mostly  very  badly 
educated;  and  injuiy  very  frequently  arises  to  the  mother  or  the  child  from  their  ig- 
norance. 

Daily  attendance  on  the  sick,  particularly  in  acute  diseases,  is  considered  absolutely 
necessary.  These  cases  are  visited  at  the  residences  whenever  requisite.  It  is  considered 
that  occasional  attendance,  except  in  cases  of  chronic  complaints,  is  of  very  little  use,  if 
any.  There  is  no  prescription  book  kept  at  the  institution.  Vaccination  is  perfonned  there 
every  day  when  applied  for,  and  it  appears  to  prevent  the  small-pock,  which  has  not  of  late 
years  been  frequent  in  this  country,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  tlie  efficacy  of 
vaccination  appears  from  the  numbers  that  are  vaticinated  to  be  increasing. 

There  is  nothing  but  medicine  ever  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity. 
No  institutions  exist  in  the  neighbourhood  upon  which  the  medical  man  can  give  an  order 
to  the  sick  poor  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

There  is  no  accommodation  for  intern  patients  attached  to  this  institution;  and  when 
cholera  prevailed  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  medical  attendant  declined  attending  cases, 
unless  a place  were  fitted  up  for  those  labouring  under  it. 

There  is  no  committee  of  management,  nor  are  salaried  officers  governors ; but  it  apjjears 
the  medical  attendant  regulates  every  thing  connected  with  the  charity  of  Clane,  as  no 
meeting  of  either  subscribers  or  any  other  body  appears  in  the  book  for  years  past.  There 
is  no  person  in  the  principal  direction  ex  officio.  The  institution  at  Donadea  appeai-s  to  be 
nearly  a private  one,  being  under  the  entire  control  of  the  Rector  of  the  parish,  who  acts 
as  collector,  treasurer,  and  general  manager.  Quarterly  meetings  were  fixed  by  an  original 
resolution,  but  such  meetings  are  not  regularly,  or  scarcely  at  all  attended.  Five  should 
constitute  a meeting,  though  it  has  happened  that  six  or  seven  have  attended.  All 
governors  are  equally  entitled  to  attend  and  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Whenever  a meeting 
aid  take  place,  it  has  been  noticed  and  entered.  ° 

There  is  no  managing  committee,  nor  hoard  of  superintendence.  The  governors  or  com- 
mittee never  act  during  the  intervals  of  meeting,  nor  do  any  of  them  ever  visit  the  patients 
officially. 

The  only  officer  is  the  medical  attendant,  who  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  regularly 
called  together  as  before  stated.  The  appointment  is  during  good  behaviour.  The  rifles  are 
in  manuscript.  Voting  for  officers  is  open,  dnd  no  particular  religious  belief  excludes  a 
person  from  being  an  officer.  The  present  medical  attendant  is  a Roman  Catholic.  It 
would  most  certainly  be  right  to  vest  m a centi'al  board  a veto  to  prevent  improper  appoint- 
ments. At  present,  the  grand  jury  take  no  part  whatever  in  the  elections. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  GOZ.  per  annum  for  Clane,  and  40 Z.  for  Donadea; 
but  no  payment  for  being  treasurer.  He  does  not  as  such  treasurer  give  any  security,  but 
accounts  to  the  grand  jury.  There  is  no  instance  of  an  officer  having  been  suspended  or 
removed. 

There  are  no  stores  except  the  medicines,  and  these  are  supplied,  as  before  stated,  by  the 
medical  attendant,  at  a contract ‘of  24.1.  per  annum;  and  he  is  the  only  governor,  member 
of  the  committee,_or  officer,  who  supplies  any  article  to  the  institution.  There  are  no  articles 
whatever  of  furniture,  clothes,  food,  fuel,  or  wine,  &c.,  purchased.  There  are  no  articles 
belonging  to  the  institution  which  could  be  lent  or  used  by  any  governor  or  officer. 

No  reports  are  made.  The  clergy,  medical  men,  gentry,  &c.,  might  in  this  district  be 
lormed  into  a board  of  liealth  with  very  great  advantage.  The  distiict  affords  a sufficient 
number  of  pemons  for  such  purpose  who  would  be  fitted  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more 
of  wants  of  the  poor,  if  it  should  be  found  expedient  to  extend  the 
relief  anorded  by  the  dispensaries  to  a supply  of  food  and  clothing  and  the  improvement  of 

The  amount  of  subscriptions  for  the  Clane  dispensary  were,  in  1831,46?.  l5. ; 1832, 
34Z.  16s. ; 1833,  39Z.  10s.  : the  largest  subscription  being  5Z.,  and  the  smallest  5s.  The 
income  arises  from  subscriptions,  donations,  and  grand  jury  presentments.  In  1831,  there 
were  29  subscribers  ; inlS32,  27;  inl833,  25.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe ; and 
if  the  subscriptions  were  to  fall  off,  the  institution  would  cease.  There  are  no  principal 
subscribers  upon  the  continuance  of  whose  bounty  the  institution  depends,  but  its  existence 
rests  upon  very  slender  gi’ounds,  particularly  as  many  subscribers  are  retiring.  It  is  stated, 
that  subscriptions  are  not  accompanied  with  any  stipulation  that  the  subscriber  or  any  part 
of  his  family  are  themselves  to  receive  medicine  and  medical  advice  gratuitously.  There 
IS  no  capital  stock,  houses  or  lands,  belonging  to  the  institution,  from  which  any  annual 
income  is  derived. 

The 
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The  funds  are  collected  by  personal  application,  and  remain  with  the  treasurer. 

The  expeirditure,  in  1831,  amounted  to  94/.  3s.;  in  1832,  94Z.  6s.  10<i. ; in  1833, 
88/.  15s.:  prmcipally  for  salary  to  medical  attendant,  medicines,  and  rent  of  cabin.  The 
bills  are  examined  by  the  governors  previous  to  payment,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  every  half  year,  and  are  said  to  be  as  often  presented  to  the 
hill  body  of  tire  subscribers,  and  copies  sent  to  tlie  grand  jury. 

There  are  no  students  attached  to  the  institution,  nor  are  lectures  given ; and  dissections 
are  not  permitted. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


— — Dalton,  labourer. — His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster.—  ~ — Mulligan,  labourer. — 

Re.v.  Mr.  Reave. — And  the  two  medical  officers  of  the  institution. 

This  dispensary  is  intended  to  afford  relief  to  the  sick  poor  in  a district  e.xtending  six  miles  ~ 
by  four,  including  two  parishes  and  the  town  of  Maynooth,  the  population  of  ivhich  town  population  and 
alone  amounts  to  2,000  ; but  that  of  the  entire  district  could  not  be  ascertained.  There  is  Extent  of  Country, 
a dispensary  at  Kilcock  and  one  at  Celbridge,  with  a branch  at  Leixlip,  each  three  miles  dis- 
tant ; another  at  Rathcoffey,  about  four  miles  and  a half  distant,  and  one  at  Lucan,  at  Dun- 
boyne  and  at  Newcastle,  each  five  miles  off;  besides  many  more  within  a distance  of  ten 
miles.  Medical  institutions  of  this  class  are  considered  to  be  too  numerous  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  more  than  are  wanted  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor..  About  10  years  since 
there  were  two  dispensaries  in  the  town  of  Maynooth,  each  having  _ a gvant  from  the  grand 
jury  equal  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions.  An  influential  resident  in  the  county  established 
the  first  dispensary  in  1813,  which  was  attended  by  a non-resident  physickn  three  days  in 
the  week,  and  a second  was  established  the  year  after  by  the  townspeople,  who  felt  the 
want  of  a resident  medical  attendant,  but  it  was  discontinued  after  three  years,  because  the 
medical  attendant,  on  his  return  from  Glasgow,  whei-e  he  had  gone  to  graduate  in  medicine, 
did  not  like  to  keep  up  the  dispensary,  fearing  it  would  have  the  appearance  of  opposition  to 
the  influential  individual  before  alluded  to.  He  continued,  however,  to  give  advice  and  me- 
dicine to  the  poor,  at  his  own  expense.  The  absence  of  the  regular  dispensary  physician 
was  acknowledged  to  be  a great  inconvenience  to  the  public,  if  not  an  evil ; onelaoourer  said 
he  had  just  had  a bad  surfeit  on  a non-dispensary  day,  and  he  should  not  have  known  what 
to  have  done  if  the  resident  medical  gentleman  had  not  attended  him ; another  “ that  it  was 
painful  to  be  obliged  to  call  upon  a man  who  would  take  nothing  fpr  a.ttending  him.'’  Under 
these  circumstances  the  two  dispensaries  were  remodelled  and  formed  mto  the  one  institution 
now  under  consideration. 

With  regard  to  the  greatest  extent  of  country  and  amount  of  population  whichs  should  be 
included  in  one  dispensary  district,  it  was  thought  that  one  medical  institution  of  this  sort, 
with  a resident  medical  attendant  placed  near  the  centre,  would  be  sufficient  for  a district 
comprising  a radius  of  five  miles  and  a population  of  6,000  to  10,000 ; this  would  be  better 
adapted  to  rural  districts  where  the  inhabitants  are  scattered  over  tlie  country,  but  if  collected 
in  towns  and  villages,  as  in  this  part,  and  the  population  is  dense,  perhaps  three  miles  should 
be  the  greatest  district,  and  a medical  man  should  reside  in  each  town.  Those  present  at 
the  examination  concurred  in  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a few  surgical  beds 
here,  or  attached  to  the  Celbridge  institution,  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  accident  occurring 
in  the  neighbourly>od. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  lodge  at  the  entrance  of  an  extensive  landed  proprietor’s  Building,  Furniture 
demesne,  who  himself  thought  it  would  Ue  better  to  have  a house  in  the  town,  which  should  and  Grounds, 
be  the  property  of  the  county ; the  present  arrangement  was  made  for  the  sake  of  sparing 
expense  to  the  funds  of  the  institution ; the  pharmacy  room  is  rather  confined  and  small, 
but  there  is  a waiting-room  adjoining  it,  and  upon  the  whole  it  answers  the  purpose  very 

There  are  two  medical  officei-sto  this  institution,  the  one  a graduate  of  the  University  of  iMedical  Officers. 
Edinburgh,  about  45  years  of  age,  the  other  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Glasgow  and 
Licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall,  Dublin,  who  is  about  55  years  old  ; the  former  residing 
at  Leixlip,  the  latter  at  Maynooth ; the  first  having  been  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  the 
original  establishment  of  the  charity,  the  last  only  in  January  1834,  his  appointment  having 
taken  place  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  a great  number  of  the  townspeople,  who  thereon 
became  subscribers.  The  resident  medical  officer  was,  previous  to  his  appointment,  residing 
and  practising  in  the  town  of  Maynooth,  and  holds  no  other  appointment ; the  non-resident, 
besides  attending  this  dispensary,  is  physician  to  the  Celbridge  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispen- 
sary of  Leixlip,  which  is  abrancfi  of  the  former,  and  to  the  Lucan  Dispensary  ; the  amount  of 


salary  which  he  draws. 

For  Celbridge  Fever  Hospital  is  - - ’-  - - - -£.  80-~ 

Leixlip  Dispensary  - - - - - - - -20-- 

Maynooth  ditto  - --  - -----45-- 


and  it  did  not  appear  what  sum  he  w’as  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  institution  at  Lucan.  In 
case  of  the  illness  or  temporary  absence  of  either  of  the  medical  officers,  the  other  would  act 
in  his  stead.  The  resident  physician  does  not  attend  midwifery  cases,  but  the  other  re- 
ceived his  education  in  that  branch  of  his  profession  at  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin ; both 
attend  at  the  dispensaiy  twice  in  the  week.  The  one  who  resides  in  Maynooth  is  in  the  liabit 
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of  seeing  the  poor  at  his  own  house  on  any  day  in  the  week.  In  case  of  harshness  or  neglect 
on  the  part  of  either  the  medical  officers,  Dalton,  the  labourer,  said,  that  ''  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  apply  for  redress  to  the  treasurer  or  any  other  gentleman  amongst  the  subscri- 
bers.” One  of  the  medical  officers  resides  close  at  hand,  and  if  he  happened  to  be  absent 
his  apprentice  would  afford  immediate  assistance  in  cases  of  accident.  The  medicines  are 
dispensed  by  either  of  the  medical  officers  before  alluded  to. 

The  arrangement  for  the  payment  of  medical  men  seems  to  he  of  their  own  making,  and 
to  have  been  left  to  themselves  by  the  subscribers,  as  there  has  been  no  notice  taken  of  it  in 
the  books,  nor  any  resolution  entered  into  regarding  the  more  recent  appointment  of  a medi- 
cal officer ; the  arrangement  was  stated  to  be  thus, — the  first  appointed  physician  to  retain 
the  45  Z.  subscribed  by  the  patron  of  the  charity  and  his  friends,  and  the  more  recent  ap- 
pointed medical  officer  to  receive  30  1.  and  whatever  sum  besides  subscribed  by  his  friends, 
and  to  have  the  grand  jury  grant  in  addition,  in  consideration  of  his  visiting  the  patients  at 
their  own  dwellings,  attending  to  them  on  non-dispensary  days  and  supplying  the  me- 
dicines. 

The  only  guarantee  against  any  person  combining  with  a few  friends  to  raise  an  institution 
for  the  sake  of  a medical  appointment,  is  the  power  which  the  grand  jury  possesses  of  ex- 
amining, on  oath,  such  medical  or  other  person,  if  any  such  circumstance  were  suspected. 

One  of  the  medical  officers  was  appointed  at  the  original  formation  of  the  charity  by  the 
governors,  each  subscriber  of  a guinea  being  a governor;  the  more  recent  appointment  was  made 
under  an  understanding  made  with  a general  meeting  of  the  governors.  It  was  thought  a con- 
trolling power  over  elections  should  be  vested  in  a board  established  for  that  purpose,  the  sub- 
scribers being  careless  in  their  attendance  and  not  competent  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  a 
medical  man:  there  are  persons  in  this  district  capable  of  paying  for  advice  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument,  as  the  resident  dispen- 
sary physician,  having  resided  and  practised  at  Maynooth  previous  to  his  appointment,  the 
non-resident  had  ceased  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  people,  but  not  from  any  fault 
of  his. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  small,  but  neatly  kept  and  pretty  well 
arranged ; the  medicines  good  but  scantily  supplied-,  the  reason  assigned  for  this,  was  that  they 
would  become  mouldy,  but  this  would  not  necessarily  be  the  case,  as  there  was  a fire-place. 
The  Assistant  Commissioner  could  not  but  look  on  the  arrangement  before  alluded  to  as 
made  between  the  medical  officers  as  being  the  real  cause ; the  more  delicate  and  expensive 
medicine  not  being  at  all  found  here,  the  resident  medical  officer  supplies  medicine  from  his 
own  private  stock,  engaging  to  give  it,  with  attendance  and  advice,  for  a certain  sum,  the 
character  of  this  medical  officer  being  the  only  security  against  his  supplying  medicines  of  an 
inferior  quality ; his  predecessor  having  adopted  the  same  plan  of  supplying  for  a certain 
sum,  from  his  own  stock,  such  medicines  as  were  wanted  for  the  dispensary.  The  annual 
expense  for  the  past  three  years  could  not  be  stated,  but  it  was  supposed  to  be  about  25  1. 
There  were  no  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  nor  were  surgical  instruments  of  any  sort 
found  in  this  institution.  Leeches  are  occasionally  used.  Vaccination  is  veiy  regularly 
performed,  but  although  the  medical  officer  is  not  prevented,  he  does  not  inoculate  with 
smail-pock  matter. 

There  is  a register  kept  by  the  resident  medical  officer,  but  it  does  not  distinguish  residence 
of  patients,  termination  of  disease  or  persons  recommending;  it  appeared,  however,  by  this 
document,  that  the  numbers  applying  at  the  dispensary  during  the  last  nine  months,  for  relief. 


were  as  follows  : * 

At  Dispensary  - --  --  --  --  3,671 

At  Medical  Officer’s  house  2,251 

Visited  at  their  own  houses  44,1 

Vaccinated  - se 


The  medical  officer  has  not  been  called  on  to  attend  midwifery  cases,  which  appears  to  be 
owing  to  there  being  a midwife  regularly  brought  up  at  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  and 
placed  there  by  one  of  the  principal  subscribers,  who  allows  her  5Z.  per  annum. 

All  poor  persons  within  the  district  are  entitled  to  relief  at  this  dispensary.  The  medical 
officer  may  refuse  a ticket  on  the  ground  that  the  person  presenting  it  is  capable  of  paying, 
and  the  subscribers  giving  the  tickets  may  appeal  and  bring  the  complaint  before  the  go- 
vernors. The  lower  class  ol  servants  of  subscribers  are  entitfed  to  relief,  but  not  those  who 
are  capable  of  paying. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution  and  visited  at  their  homes,  so  often  as  their  case 
may  require,  either  by  night  or  day.  One  of  the  medical  officers  stated  that  in  the  night, 
previous  to  the  examination,  he  had  visited  a dispensary  patient  at  a distance  of  three  miles 
from  his  residence ; but  in  cases  of  accident,  there  are  no  splints  or  bandages  belonging 
to  the  dispensary,  by  means  of  which  to  afford  immediate  assistance.  The  opinion  of  the 
medical  men  is  very  sti’oug  in  favour  of  vaccination,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 
practice  appeared  to  be  increasing,  and  small-pock  has  been  very  little  in  the  district  of  late 
years. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  afforded  fi-om  the  funds  of  this  charity,  nor  does  there  exist 
any  institution  in  this  neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  food,  fuel  or 
clothing. 

About  35  of  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  coustitute  the  principal  direction, 
exclusive  of  salaried  officers ; but  it  was  stated,  that  the  institution  had  been  essentially  left 

to 


• These  figures  denote  the  number  of  dispensations,  visits,  &c.  not  the  number  of  patients. 
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to  the  management  of  the  medical  officers,  there  were  no  fixed  meetings  of  the  direction ; 
indeed,  this  dispensary  forms  one  instance  among  many  others  where  there  has  been  no  meet- 
ing- of  subscribers  held,  nor  a committee  formed  for  the  regulation  and  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  institution. 

The  only  officer  not  medical  is  the  treasurer,  who  does  not  give  any  security;  he  is  appointed 
without  any  meeting  by  an  understanding  amongst  the  subscribers:  religious  belief  does  not 
exclude  any  one  from  becoming  an  officer.  It  was  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  principal  landed 
proprietors  in  this  county  who  subscribes  largely  to  six  institutions  of  this  class,  that  there 
should  be  one  regular  and  uniform  system  for  the  management  of  dispensaries,  which  is 
left  to  individuals ; however  good  their  intention  may  be,  they  will  never  confer  the  benefit 
which  might  be  expected  from  them  when  rightly  managed  for  the  community.  It  was  said 
that  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  cTergy,  medical  men,  &c.  should  form  boards  of 
health  in  every  district,  and  this  district  would  afford  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified 
and  willing  to  assist  in  such  a purpose. 

None  of  the  poorer  classes  are  amongst  tlie  subscribers,  nor  does  it  ever  happen  that  subscrip- 
tions are  accompanied  by  any  stipulation  whatever  in  favour  of  the  subscribers.  The  continuance 
of  the  institution  mainly  depends  on  the  bounty  of  one  subscriber,  and  possesses  no  capital 
stock  in  houses  or  lands. 

Subscriptions  are  sent  in  by  the  different  subscribers  to  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  the 
funds  remain.  There  is  not  any  property  or  sums  of  money  left  in  the  hands  of  salaried  offi- 
cers or  servants  of  the  institution. 

The  general  heads  of  expenditure  are  salaries  and  medicine,  which,  are  paid  by  the 
treasurer. 

Accounts  are  annually  made  up  and  copies  thereof  presented  to  the  grand  juiy,  but  there 
are  no  meetings  of  the  full  body  of  the  subscribers,  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  them. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

PoKSOSBT  Moore,  esq.  Bensox,  esq. 

[N.B.  The  medical  officer  of  the  institution  did  not  attend  the  examination,  although  the  day  and 
hour  was  duly  noticed  to  him  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  ; this  was  the  more  singular,  as  Tuesday, 
the  day  of  this  examination,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  was  given  to  understand,  is  one  of  the 
usual  dayfi  of  attendance  at  the  dispensary.  The  hours  of  attendance  were  generally  from  ten 
to  one  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  but  at  eleven  o’clock  on  the  day  in  question  the  medical  officer  hacf 
not  made  his  appearance.  Part  of  the  investigation  was  gone  into  by  the  treasurer,  but  it  was  quite 
useless  to  pursue  it  any  further,  that  officer  not  being  able  to  reply  to  'such  questions  as  did  not  concern 
himself.] 

The  extent  of  the  district  for  attendance  of  the  poor  is  understood  by  the  governors  to 
embrace  a circle  of  two  miles.  The  nearest  institutions  for  medical  relief  are  Clane,  on  the 
north,  five  miles  distant;  Kilcullen  on  tlie  south,  four  miles  distant;  Naas,  where  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  was  given  to  understand  the  medical  officer  resides,  on  the  east, 
six  miles  distant ; and  Kildare  on  the  west,  four  miles  distant.  Within  the  bounds  of  the 
district  for  which  the  Newbridge  dispensary  is  intended,  there  is  no  other  medical  institution 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

The  institution  consists  of  one  room,  taken  by  the  year  at  a rent  of  1 2 Z.  This  is  made 
to  serve  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary.  There  is  no  garden  or  ground  of  any  kind 
attached  to  the  institution. 

There  is  one  medical  attendant  attached  to  the  institution,  whom  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner was  given  to  understand  resides  at  Naas,  distant,  as  already  stated,  six  miles  from 
Newbridge.  In  cases  of  accident,  therefore,  or  sudden  illness,  occurring  within  the  district, 
no  immediate  medical  attendance  could  be  had.  With  reference  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  appointment  of  the  present  medical  officer  took  place  ; the  nature  of  his  qualifi- 
cations ; whether,  in  the  event  of  absence  or  illness,  any  substitute  could  be  found ; under 
what  regulations ; whether  he  is  allowed  private  practice ; and  the  nature  of  his  practice 
generally, — the  Assistant  Commissioner  was,  in  consequence  of  tliis  officer’s  absence  from 
the  examination,  unable  to  obtain  any  positive  information.  Through  the  freasurer,  how- 
ever, the  Assistant  Commissioner  learned  that  the  medical  officer  was  appointed  to  attend 
on  two  days  in  the  week,  from  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning  until  one  in  the  afternoon. 
This  attendance  was  not,  however,  considered  by  the  treasurer  to  be  sufficient.  It  forms  a 
part  of  the  medical  officer’s  duty  to  dispense  the  requisite  medicines.  There  is  no  student, 
pupil,  or  other  person  residing  on  the  spot  to  afford  immediate  relief  iu  cases  of  sudden 
accident. 

The- medical  attendant  is  the  only  officer  paid;  his  salary  is  50Z.  annually,  without  any 
allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance.  The  Assistant  Commissioner  was  informed 
that  there  were  no  bye-laws  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  medical  officer. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  when  a vacancy  occurs,  notice  is 
given  in  the  newspapers.  There  were  eighteen  or  nineteen  candidates  for  the  last  vacancy, 
which  was  considered  mainly  attributable  to  the  publicity  given  tlirough  the  advertisements. 
The  grand  jury  takes  no  part  whatever  in  the  appointment  of  the  medical  officer.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  the  officers  of  the  institution,  nor 
does  any  control  exist  to  prevent  persons  from  raising  a fund  and  starting  an  institution 
at  the  expense  of  the  county.  In  case  the  medical  officer  should  be  harsh  to,  or  neglect  the 
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patients,  they  can  give  information  to  the  subscribers ; the  poor  are  acquainted  tvith  such 
mode  of  reference,  and  there  have  occurred  instances  of  its  having  been  had  recourse  to. 

It  is  considered  that  there  are  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  individuals  capable  of 
paying  for  advice,  sufficient  in  number  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  the  dis- 
pensary emolument.  It  is  not,  however,  thought  that  any  medical  man  would  be  willing  to 
attend  the  institution  gratuitously.  There  is  not  any  retiring  allowance  allowed  to  the  medical 
officer.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  examination  there  had  occurred  no  instance  of  mortality  as 
regards  the  medical  officer  of  the  institution. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  appeared  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner’ to 
be  neatly  kept,  and  the  medicine  to  be  of  good  quality  and  sufficient  quantity ; owing  to  the 
absence  of  the  medical  attendant,  it  was  found  impossible  to  ascertain  whether  a good  or  any 
supply  of  the  more  expensive  medicine  was  kept. 

Medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Allen  & Co.,  druggists,  Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer  on  order  of  the  subscribers.  The  prescriptions  are  prepared  and  distributed  to  the 
poor  patients  by  the  medical  attendant  himself,  and  during  his  absence,  the  medicines  are 
placed  under  the  care  of,  the  woman  who  keeps  the  shop  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  house, 
and  who  lets  the  room  in  which  the  dispensary  is  held. 

The  treasurei'  informed  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  that,  there  were  some  medical 
instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  medical  attendant 
he  was  unable  to  specify  them ; for  the  same  reason  it  could  not  be  ascertained  whether  the 
medical  officer’  was  bound  to  supply  vaccine  matter  to  the  neighbouring  poor  gratis ; whether 
he  was  allowed  or  was  in  the  habit  of  inoculating  with  small-pock  matter. 

Any  person  getting  a recommendation  is  entitled  to  be  attended  from  the  institution,  and 
no  person  would  he  attended  without  such.  Each  subscriber  is  unlimited  in  the  number  of 
his  recommendations. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendanc.* 

The  medical  attendant  does  not  know  what  is  the  amount  of  population  in  the  district,  but 
its  extent,  north  and  south,  is  about  nine  miles,  and  not  more  than  two,  east  and  west.  ’ The 
neighbouring  medical  institutions  are  Dramcondra  on  the  west,  Louth  on  the  north,  Dunleer 
south-east,  Castlebeningham  east,  and  Colion  on  tlie  south.  Tliere  are  no  other  medical 
institutions  in  this  district,  but  it  is  considered  too  large  for  one  medical  man,  if  he  were  to 
attend  all  the  sick  poor. 

The  neighbouring  medical  institutions  are  pretty  well  placed. 

This  dispensary  possesses  intern  accommodation,  viz. : two  wards,  with  two  beds  each 
but  they  are  solely  for  subscribers’  domestic  servants.  - ’ 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a few  beds  for  fevers  and  accidents  among  the  paupers. 

_ The  dispensary-house  is  built  of  stone,  with  a slate  roof.  On  the  ground'floor  are,  one' 
sitting-room,  'a  kitchen,  with  pantiy,  a dispensary-shop,  with  store-room,  a waitino--room  for 
patients,  and  an  entrance-hall ; three  bed-rooms  and  two  wards  on  the  upper  floor.'’  There  is 
no  house  furniture  belonging  to  the  dispensary. 

The  wards  to  which  there  is  a separate  entrairce  contain  two  beds  each ; they  are  sufficiently 
large,  and  exceedingly  well  ventilated ; there  is  a fii-eplace  in  each.  The  water  is  not  good, 
and  the  situation  is  low  and  damp.  There  is  a slipper  bath  belonging  to  the  institution  • 
about  a rood  of  good  garden  ground  is  attached.  There  are  good  out-houses  for  horses,  &c.  &c! 
The  ground  was  granted  by  the  corporation  of  Ardee  for  ever  at  a nominal  rent.  The  build- 
ing belongs  to  the  subscribers,  and  is  in  most  excellent  repair,  'fhe  cost  of  ereetino-  it  was 
from  800  Z.  to  900  L ° 

The  sole  medical  officer,  aged  42,  graduated  in  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  and  passed  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  London.  Resides  at  the  institution,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1827 
by  election,  and  holds  no  other  appointment.  He  practises  as  physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur 
and  apotliecary,  so  far  as  the  dispensary  is  concerned,  but  not  otherwise.  In  cases  of  absence 
a proper  person  is  appointed  by  the  committee ; he  has  private  practice  ; studied  midwifery  in 
Edinburgh  and  London.  The  patients  come  to  the  dispensary  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays,  from  11  to  1 o’clock.  ' ^ 

The  poor  patients  can  complain  in  case  of  irregularity  on  the  pai-t  of  the  medical  man  to 
any  subscriber,  and  ai-e  aware  of  tlie  fact.  There  are  to  be  found  complaints  ao-ainst  a pre- 
decessor of  the  present  medical  officer  on  the  book  of  proceedings  of  the  committee.  'Die 
medical  attendant  has  no  assistant,  and  dispenses  the  medicines  himself. 

His  salaiy  is  fixed  at  two-thirds  of  the  whole  income  which  arises  from  subscriptions  the 
county  presentment,  and  the  interest  of  a sum  of  money  in  the  funds ; he  is  besides  prowded 
with  unfurnished  lodgings.  ^ 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  committee,  who  are  very  particular  with  regard  to 
testimomals ; and  advertisements  were  put  into  many  newspapers  on  the  occasion  of  the  last 
vacancy,  and  the  number  of  candidates  who  then  came  forward  was  20.  The  district  is  suf- 
ficient to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  the  institution.  There  is  one  medical  man, 
eligible 

* The  Assistant  Commissioners  understood  that  several  members  of  the  committee  were  informed  of 
their  intended  visit,  but  none  attended. 
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elioiblelivino- in  Ardee.  There  are  no  retiring  allowances  granted  from  the  fuirds  of  this 
charity.  One  medical  officer  died  of  fever. 

The  dispensary  is  in  most  excellent  order,  and  contain^  an  ample  stock  of  all  required; 
medicines  which  are  supplied  to  the  institution  by  the  medical  attendant  himself  out  of  his 
salary,  and  his  character  is  the  sole  guarantee  that  inferior  medicmes  shall  not  be  supplied. 
He  never  supplies  any  medicines  in  private  practice.  The  average  expense  of  medicine  amounts 
to  upwards  of40L  per  annum.  A stomach  pump  and  a few  splints  are  all  the  instilments 
belonging  to  the  institution,  and  these  are  not  sufficient  for  its  purposes,  the  medical  attend- 
ant beino-  occasionally  obliged  to  use  his  own.  The  stomach  pump  is  sometimes  lent,  and 
leeches,  when  supplied,  are  at  the  private  expense  of  the  medical  attendant.  The  custom  of 
the  dispensary,  with  regard  to  vaccination,  is  to  supply  vaccine'  matter  to  the  neighbouring- 
practitioners,  and  every  bo'dy  who'  comes  is  vaccinated  gratis.  The  medical  attendant  never 
moculates,  but  some  itinerant  practitioners  sometimes  bring  small-pock  matter  into  the 
neighbourhood. 

A register  is  regularly  kept  by  the  medical  officer,  and  the  total  number  of  the  patients 
attended  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  This  year  the  new  patients  average  about  15  daily,  and 
10  or  11  are  now  being  visited  at  their  homes. 

Every  person  relieved  must  have  a recommendation  ; and  care  is  taken  that  no  one  who 
is  not  a fit  object  should  have  a ticket ; but  this  is  often  abused.  There  is  no  limiffition  as 
to  the  number  -of  recommendations  by  each  subscriber,  and  the  medical  attendant  is  bound 
to  attend  in  any  case  of  emergency  ; but  as  the  district  is  very  populous,  he  seldom  attends 
or  prescribes  for  those  who  cannot  procm-e  a ticket. 

The  attending  patients  at  their  homes  depends  upon  the  discretion  of  the  medical  man, 
who  -visits  frequently  in.  the  night.  Difficult  cases  of  lying-in  are  attended,  as  the  midw'ives 
are  not  skilftil,  and  injury  has  been  known  to  arise  in  consequence  of  their  ignorance.  The 
medicines  prescribed  are  such  as  are  usually  considered  proper.  The  confidence  of  the 
public  is  great  in  vaccination  here,  and  small-pox  has  been  unkno-wn  for  the  last  two  years. 

■Wine,  spirits  and  beer  are  given  at  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant ; but  tliere  are 
no  institutions  in  the  neighbom-hood  on  winch  an  order  can  be  given  for  food,  fuel  and  other 
extras.  Clothes  for  lying-in  women,  flannel,  &c.,  are  also  given  from  this  charity. 

Intern  patients,  it  is  understood,  must  be  domestic  servants  of  subscribers,  but  there  have 
been  exceptions.  Cholera  cases  were  not  admitted.  There  are  no  distinctions  of  any  kind 
made  with  regard  to  persons  coming  to  see  intern  patients. 

The  diet  for  intern  patients  is  supplied  by  the  person  recommending. 

The  principal  management  is  vested  in  a committee  of  seven,  elected  by  the  subscribers. 

The  committee  here  are  very  attentive.  Three  ai-e  considered  a quomm.  The  medical 
attendant  is  not  one  of  their  body.  One  of  the  committee  risits  the  dispensary  once  a month. 
Minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings,  and  four  is  about  the  average  number  attending. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  officer  not  medical,  and  he  is  assisted  by  a neighbouring  clergy- 
man to  collect  the  subscriptions ; and  the  accounts  are  audited  by  ffie  committee. 

The  mode  of  voting  is  open,  which  has  been  found  beneficial. 

The  present  medical  attendant  is  a Protestant ; and  previous  to  his  election  there  was  no 
sudden  accession  of  subscribers.  His  salary  for  the  last  three  years  has  been  averaged 
about  150 1.,  out  of  wliich  sum  he  is  bound  to  purchase  all  the  medicines. 

There  is  a nurse  attached  to  this  institution,  who  is  paid  5 1.  per  annum  to  keep  the  ward 
in  order,  and  \0d.  a day  when  there  is  any  in-patient,  at  which  time  only  she  is  accommo- 
dated in  the  house.  The  wards  are  beautifully  kept,  but  for  the  last  two  years  there  have 
been  no  in-patients. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  -n'ere  unable  to  obtain  a copy  of  any  rules  or  regulations. 
There  are  many  bye-laws  entered  in  the  minute-book  of  the  proceedings  of  tire  committee, 
but  little  or  nothing  is  printed. 

This  neighbourhood  affords  persons  amply  sufficient  in  number,  qualified,  and  willing,  to 
form  a board  of  health,  or  otherwise  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants 
of  the  poor,  should  it  be  found  expedient  to  extend  the  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  income  of  the  institution  arises  from  subscriptions,  the  county  grant,  and  interest  of 
a funded  sum  of  money,  which  has  accumulated  from  the  custom  of  investbig  every  year 
one-third  of  the  income,  or  such  part  of  this  one-third  as  remains  after  small  extras  for 
repairs,  painting,  &c.,  are  paid.  The  medical  attendant  does  not  know  exactly  what  the 
amount  of  the  funded  sum  is,  but  believes  between  400  h and  500  h 

One  family  subscribes  largely,  and  if  it  withdrew  its  support,  the  charity  would  most 
likely  fall  to  the  ground,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  funds  would  be  most  materially  reduced  ; but 
there  is  no  probability  of  this  occurrmg.  The  largest  subscription  is  20  L,  from  the  cor- 
poration of  Ardee  ; the  smallest  is  one  guinea. 

The  funds  lie  with  the  treasurer,  who  gives  no  security. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  and  audited  every  year,  and  laid  before  the  grand  jury. 

Tlie  income  and  expenditure  of  this  dispensary  was,  for  the  past  year, — 

Subscriptions  - - - - - , - ii.  119  12  2 

County  grant  ------  119  12  2 

Interest  on  Stock  -----  21  7 lOj 

£.  260  12  2J 

Out  of  which  all  the  medicine  must  be  pi'o-vided. 

The  other  expenses  are  small,  namely,  wages  to  a nurse,  5h,  and  sundries  uncertain. 
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Extern  Patients. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

James  Wolfe  M'Neale,  esq. — Rev.  Owex  Ormsbt,  perpetual  curate  of  the  parish. — The  medical 
attendant  of  the  institution . 

Thb  medical  attendant  estimates  the  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary 
is  intended  at  8 or  9,000  ; its  extent  north  and  south  is  about  3 0 miles,  and  east  and  west 
about  four.  The  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  are  the  Dundalk  infirmary  on  the 
south,  and  Jonesborough  dispensary  on  the  north.  There  is  no  other  medical  chanty  in  this 
district.  The  medical  attendant  does  not  think  the  district  too  large.  Paupers  are  never 
refused  advice,  medicine,  or  attendance,  at  their  dwellings.  It  was  considered  it  would  be  a 
most  excellent  plan  to  have  a house  in  the  district  containing,  six  or  eight  beds,  for  fevers  and 
accidents  among  the  poor. 

There  is  no  building  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  but  the  parish  has  put  itself  to  some 
inconvenience,  and  has  given  a room  in  the  school-house,  rent-free,  in  which  the  medicines, 
&c.  belonging  to  the  dispensary  are  kept.  The  situation  is  healthy,  and  supplied  with  good 
water.  There  are  waiting-rooms  for  patients. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution,  aged  32,  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Dublin,  and  was  educated  in  midwifery  at  the  lying-in  hospital  there.  He  does 
not  "reside  at  Ballymascanlan,  but  at  Forkhill,  about  six  and  a half  English  miles  distant. 
He  was  appointed  to  this  institution  in  1829,  by  election  ; was  previously  a medical  student. 
He  is  also  surgeon  to  the  Forkhill  dispensary  ; practises  as  physician,  surgeon  and  accou- 
cheur. In  case  of  absence,  he  is  obliged  to  apply  to  the  governor,  and  to  find  a proper 
substitute  at  his  own  expense.  Is  allowed  private  practice.  The  periods  of  attendance  at 
the  dispensary,  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  are  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
from  twelve  o’clock  till  all  patients  are  seen.  The  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  All  con- 
trolling power  lies  v/ith  the  governors,  to  whom  the  poor  can  apply  in  case  of  any  harshness 
or  neo-lect  of  duty  towards  them,  and  they  are  aware  of  this  fact.  There  is  no  resident 
medical  man,  and  the  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant  himself. 

The  medical  officer  is  paid  the  balance  remaining  of  the  common  fund,  when  all  the 
expense  of  necessary  supplies  is  deducted,  without  any  allowance  for  horse  or  lodgings. 

The  grand  jury  can  and  do  inquire  into  the  items  of  expense,  and  possess  the  power  of 
regulating  the  amount  of  the  county  grant  accordingly. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  vote,  the  grand  jury  taking  no  part  in  the  appointment. 
There  has  been  no  election  since  the  establishment  of  the  institution,  and  then  there  was  no 
advertisement  for  the  purpose  of  raising  competition  for  the  medical  appointment.  The 
present  medical  officer  was  known,  and  testimonials  were  not  required ; nor  was  any  notice 
of  the  election  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 

The  rules  contain  no  limitations  as  to  the  age  of  the  medical  officer.  All  subscribers  of  a 
guinea  and  upwards  vote.  The  neighbourhood  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  a medical  man 
independently  of  a dispensary,  nor  is  there  one  medical  man  living  in  the  district.  There  are 
no  regulations  relative  to  superannuations  or  retiring  allowances. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  about  twelve  feet  long  by  nine  feet  broad, 
and  is  neatly  arranged.  Tlie  medicines  appear  to  be  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient 
quantity,  including  those  of  the  more  delicate  sorts. 

The  medicines  are  ordered  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer,  being 
supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  fe'George,  Dublin,  at  an  average  cost  of  IQl.  per  annum. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  locked  by  the  medical  attendant,  who  always 
keeps  the  key. 

Tlie  medicines  are  not  sold  under  any  circumstances.  The  institution  possesses  the  neces- 
sary apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  See.,  but  no  surgical  instnirnents  of  any  kind. 

The  medical  attendant  does  not  supply  medicine  in  his  private  practice.  Leeches  are 
supplied  to  the  patients  when  required,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer ; but  no  particular 
arrangements  ar^  made  for  ensuring  a regular  supply  of  them.  They  are  bought,  at  prime 
cost,  of  an  apothecary  in  Dundalk. 

Vaccination  is  performed  gratis,  and  vaccine  matter  is  given  away. 

The  medical  attendant  does  not,  and  never  would  inoculate  with  small-pock ; but  there 
are  no  laws  or  regulations  of  this  charity  relative  to  vaccination  or  inoculation. 

A register  of  the  diseases  treated  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  a summary  is 
laid  before  the  governors  and  grand  jury.  No  sick  poor  are  ever  refused  attendance  at  the 
dispensary,  or  at  their  homes  if  necessary,  with  or  without  a subscriber’s  ticket.  On  the  last 
day  of  attendance,  there  were  thirteen  former  patients,  five  new  ones,  and  three  visits  at  the 
dwellino-s  of  the  sick.  There  have  been  six  capital  operations  performed  in  the  last  three 
years,  mid  in  all  these  cases  the  patients  recovered.  About  sixty  midwifery  cases  have  been 
attended  within  the  same  period. 

All  sick  poor  who  get  tickets  are  entitled  to  relief.  Some  of  the  servants  of  subscribers 
are  attended  gratis.  Persons  who,  from  their  circumstances,  ought  not,  do  sometimes  apply 
for  relief.  Tlie  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient,  and  there  is  no  limitation  to  tlie 
number  of  tickets  each  subscriber  may  issue,  and  as  relief  is  never  refused,  no  poor  person 
can  be  without  advice  and  medicine. 

. There  are  none  but  extern  patients  at  this  dispensary,  who  are  visited  at  their  own  homes, 
when  necessary ; and,  if  within  the  district,  attendance,  is  also  given  in  the  night,  if  required : 
but  in  cases  of  accident,  the  institution  does  not  possess  splints,  bandages,  or  other  means  of 
affording  immediate  assistance.  No  practitioner  can  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  this 
dispensary. 
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The  medical  officer  attends  lying-in  cases,  when  asked.  A prescription  list  is  kept,  and 
the  medicines  usually  considered  proper  are  ordered.  Vaccination  is  considered,  efficacious  ; 
but  the  number  of  small-pox  cases  has  increased  of  late.  Yet  the  confidence  of  the  public 
in  vaccination  is  strong,  and  not  diminishing. 

There  are  no  extras  allowed  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor  does  there  exist  in 
this  neighbourhood  any  charity  on  which  the  surgeon  can  give  an  order  for  food,  fuel  or 
clothing. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  subscribers,  who  meet  twice  a year,  three  of 
whom  form  a quorum ; the  medical  officer  not  being  one  of  their  number,  the  management 
has  never  devolved  on  the  surgeon,  as  the  governors  are  attentive. 

There  is  no  person,  ex  officio,  in  the  general  management.  The  fixed  meetings  of  the 
governors  take  place  on  the  first  Friday  in  November  and  the  first  Friday  in  May,  on  which 
occasions,  four  or  five  governors  form  the  average  attendance. 

All  governors  can  vote,  but  no  proxies  are  allowed;  minutes  are  kept  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  collector  and  treasurer  is  the  only  officer  not  medical,  and  he  is  appointed  by  the 
subscribers ; the  voting  is  open,  a mode  of  election  that  has  been  found  beneficial ; there 
are  no  bye-laws  of  this  charity  for  the  regulation  of  this  appointment.  No  religious  creed 
excludes  any  one  from  becoming  an  officer ; the  present  surgeon  is  a Protestant.  The  trea- 
surer is  not  a paid  officer,  and  gives  no  security. 

There  are  no  printed  rules.  An  annual  report  is  inade  to  the  govemore,  but  isn  ot 
printed. 

The  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  (clergy  and  gentry)  to  fonn  a board  of 
health,  or  otherwise  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
should  it  be  found  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  annual  amount  of  subscriptions  varies,  but  averages  about  20  h;  the  funds  of  this 
charity  are  derived  from  subscriptions  and  county  grants;  the  number  of  subscribers  is  about 
14;  the  largest  subscription  amounts  to  5l.,  tlie  smallest  to  ll.  Is.;  none  of  the  poorer 
classes  subscribe.  The  withdrawal  of  one  or  two  subscribers  would  materially  affect  the 
institution,  and  make  its  existence  precarious. 

Subscriptions  are  in  no  cases  attended  with  any  stipulations  in  favour  of  the  contributions. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands. 

The  income  and  expenditure  of  this  dispensary  for  the  years  1832  and  1S33  were  thus 
stated  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

- 21  11  - 


T rSubscriptions 

Income|co^ty  Grant 


Expenditure 


The  accounts  are  made  up  by  the  treasurer,  audited  by  the  governors,  and  laid  before 
the  grand  jury. 


Persons  who  attended  ike  Examination. 

Ross  C-iRTHY,  esq. — TnoM.is  Gernon,  esq. — Ross  Giles,  esq. — Charles  Lucas,  esq. — 
William  Moore,  esq. — Thom.^s  Stewart,  esq. — Rev.  Charles  Warixg,  and  the 
Medical  Attendant 

The  district  is  about  eight  miles  square,  the  population  amounting  to  11,927,  a.ccording 
to  the  census  of  183 1 . There  is  no  medical  institution  within  six  miles ; the  district  is  not 
considered  too  large.  No  poor  applicants  are  ever  refused  relief  with  or  without  a ticket. 
It  would  be  most  desirable  to  have  a building  in  tlie'  district  capable  of  receiving  six  or 
eight  intern  patients,  as  all  bad  cases  of  accidents  are  now  obliged  to  be  sent  to  Dundalk, 
a distance  of  12  miles.  ...  . ■ , 

Tliere  is  no  building  of  any  sort  belonging  to  the  institution,  but  the  dispensary  is  kept 
at  a house  which  is  jointly  taken  yearly  by  the  committee  and  the  medical  attendant.  The 
house  is  in  a o-ood  airy  well-drained  situation,  and  supplied  with  excellent  water,  but  con- 
tains no  waiting  room  for  patients.  If  this  house  were  given  up  great  inconvenience  would 
arise.  Hence  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  dispensary  building  ^ould  be  the  property  of 
the  charity.  _ j j j 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution  is  about  27  years  of  age ; he  was  educated  and 
studied  midwifery  in  Dublin,  and  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London; 
he  resides  at  the  mstitution,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1833.  He  was  brought  up  to  the 
profession  of  medicine ; he  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  holds  no  other  appointment. 
He  practises  as  pliysician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecary.  There  is  no  bye-law 
relative  to  absence  or  illness  of  the  surgeon,  but  it  is  customary  to  let  the  committee  know, 
that  they  may  procure  a proper  substitute.  The  surgeon  is  allowed  private  practice,  I he 
days  of  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  from  eleven  till 
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three  o’clock.  The  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  The  poor 'patients,  in  case  of  harsliness 
or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  may  complain  to  the  subscriber  from  whom  he 
received  his  ticket,  and  they  are  well  aware  of  this  resource.  The  medical  attendant  is 
always  resident,  and  dispenses  the  medicine  himself  5 he  also  keeps  an  assistant. 

The  surgeon  is  the  only  medical  officer  paid  ; last  year  he  received  45 1. ; but  the  amount 
, of  his  salary  is  liable  to  vary,  being  paid  from  a fund  formed  by  subscriptions  and  county  grant  • 
111  short  he  receives  the  balance,  all  other  dispensary  expenses  being  paid.  The  grand  jury 
are  not  bound  to  give  the  county  grant,  without  inquiring  into  the  accounts  of  the°harity. 

"nie  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers,  without  notice  being  given  of  a vacahev 
to  the  grand  jury,  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  appointment. 

Testimonials  ai-e  considered  indispensable ; but  no  limitations  exist  with  regai-d  to  age 
except  such  as  the  qualification  requires,  lliere  were  six  candidates  at  the  last  vacancy. 

All  subscribers  of  one  guinea  or  more  have  a right  to  vote. 

• 0*1®  medical  man  ehgible  to  the  office  of  surgeon  to  the  dispensary  resident 

in  the  neighbourhood,  which  is  not  considered  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man  inde- 
pendently of  the  dispensaiy  emolument. 

There  are  no  regulations  respecting  the  granting  superannuations  or  retiring  allowances  • 
nor  has  there  been  any  mortality  among  the  medical  men.  ’ 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  ai-e  kept  is  neat  and  in  good  condition  ; it  is  in  fact  the 
^rgery  of  the  medical  attendant.  The  medicines  are  well  kept  and  in  sufficient  quantity. 
Ihe  more  expensive  and  delicate  are  included. 

The  medical  attendant  can  have  any  medicines  lie  requires  by  applying  to  the  treasurer 
who  oi-ders  them  from  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Dublin,  and  pays  their  bills,  which  for  the 
last  year  amounted  to  14Z.  2s.  Qd.  The  stock  of  medicine  is  always  under  the  care  of  the 
medical  attendant.  Those  belonging  to  the  dispense^  are  never  sold,  and  are  kept  distinct 
from,-  but  m the  same  room  or  shop  with  those  for  private  practice  or  sale. 

The  instruments  which  the  dispensary  possess  are  a stomach  pump  and  three  catheters, 
which  are  used  in  private  practice,  and  might  be  lent  to- a surgeon,  if  required.  These  are 
not  suffici^t  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution.  Leeches  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie 
& Co.,  of  Dublin.  There  is  a bye-law  of  this  charity  which  obliges  the  medical  attendant  to 
give  away  vaccine  matter  gratis-,  but  no  regulations  exist  with  regard  to  inoculation ; the 
medical  attendant,  however,  never  inoculates. 


A register  of  patients  is  kept ; but  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  from  it  how  many  have  been 
attended,  as  it  does  not  include  those  who  were  relieved  without  tickets.  No  account  of 
patients  is  sent  to  the  grand  juiy.  'The  number  of  patients  now  in  attendance  is  21  It 
appeared  by  a summary  of  the  register  for  the  past  year,  that  four  capital  operations  were 
performed,  and  only  one  death  had  occurred. 


All  who  can  obtain  tickets  are  entitled  to  relief.  Servants  of  subscribers  are  not  attended 
gratis.  As  much  care  as  possible  is  taken  that  no  person  who  ought  to  pay  should  have  a 
ticket ; but  there  is  no  difficulty  in  a poor  person  getting  one  ; moreover  it  is  very  usual  to 
give  medicine  without  one.  ■' 


Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  the  sick  poor  attended  at  theirown  houses 
any  where  within  the  district,  and  if  requisite,  in  the  night.  The  institution  cannot  furnish 
bandages  or  splints,  and  no  neighbouring  practitioner  is  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions 
made  up  at  it.  All  lymg-in  cases  to  which  he  is  sent  for  are  attended  by  the  suro-eon  • the 
midwives  are  veiy  unskilful,  and  injuiy  often  happens  to  both  mother  aiid  child!  Vacci- 
nation IS  performed  at  the  institution  gratis,  and  is  found  generally  efficacious.  Small-nox 
has  been  frequent  of  late  ; but  no  one  suffered  severely  who'  had  been  vaccinated : althoueh  a 
few  cases  after  vaccination  did  occur,  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  areat  and 
rapidly  increasing.  . & «->• 


No  extras  are  allowed  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor  does  there  exist  any  charity 
on  winch  the  medical  officer  could  give  an  order  for  food,  fuel  or  clothing. 

The  geimral  management  is  vested  in  a committee  elected  by  the  subserib'ers,  of  which  the 
medical  officer  is  not  a member. 

The  corhmittee  has  been  very  attentive.  There  is  no  person  ea:  oiRdo  in  the  prmcinal 
management ; the  fixed  meetings  are  quarterly,  and  three  form  a quorum  : from  three^lo 
seven  generally  attend.  Voting  is  not  allowed  by  proxy,  and  minutes  of  the  proceedings  are 
kept.  Ihe  treasurer  and  collector  is  not  a paid  officer;  he  is  elected  annually ; but  no  bve- 
kw  exists  on  the  subject.  All  voting  is  open,  which  mode  is  found  to  act  beneficially.  Reli- 
gious belief  excludes  no  one  from  becoming  an  ofiicer.  The  present  surgeon  is  a Protestant 
No  sudden  accession  of  subscribers  has  taken  place  at  any  election. 

There  is  no  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  charity  entered  in  the  minute  book;  one  has 
however,  been  occasionally  made,  but  never  printed.  This  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient 
number  ol  persons  qualified  and  willuig  to  enter  into  a more  minute  inquiry  into  the  wants 
01  the  poor.  • ^ •' 

The  amomit  of  subscriptions  is  about  40  1.  per  annum.  There  is  no  great  subscription,  the 
■withdrawal  of  which  would  break  up  the  charity ; but  if  several  fall  of,  the  institution  must 
cease  to  exist.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  No  subscription  is  attended  with  any 
stipulation  111  favour  of  the  subscriber.  '■  ^ 

The 
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The  funds  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer. 


Income  for  the  Year  1834: 


Subscription 

£. 
- 37 

s.  d. 
4 - 

County  Grant 

- 37 

4 - 

£.74  8 - 


Expenditure  for  the  last  Ten  Months: 


£.  s.  d. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - - 37  10  - 

Druggist’s  BOI,  including  Stomach 

Pump  - - - - -1424 

Rent  - - - - . -IO-- 

Sundries  - - - - - 2181 


64  10  5 
Balance  - - 9 i?  7 


£.74  8 - 


Accounts  are  made  up  by  the  treasurer  and  audited  by  the  committee  once  a year,  and 
copies  thereof  always  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Dallaghan,  p.  p. — Rev.  Anthony  Garstin. — Major  Thomas  JMacan. Rev.  Mr. 

M'CtiNTocK. — Major  Sweent. — Colonel  Tisdale,  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  medical  attendant  does  not  know  the  amount  of  population  in  the  district  for  which 
this  dispensary  is  established.  It  extends,  however,  about  nine  miles  north  and  south,  and 
about  four  and  a half  miles  east  and  west.  This  is  tlie  only  medical  charity  in  it,  and  is 
considered  sufficient.  There  is  an  hospital  at  Dmidalk,  and  dispensaries  severally  at  Ax-dee, 
Louth  and  Dunleer.  It  would  be  decidedly  very  beneficial  to  have  a few  beds  for  cases  of 
fevers  or  accidents  among  the  paupers.  Some  paupers  have  been  refused  relief,  but  no 
accoimt  has  been  kept  of  the  number. 

There  is  no  building  of  any  kind  belonging  to  this  institution ; but  the  medical  attendant 
is  allowed  10/.  per  annum  for  giving  up  a room  in  his  own  house  for  the  use  of  tlie  dis- 
pensary. It  was  thought  very  desirable  that  a proper  building  should  be  provided  by  the 
Government  for  dispensai-y  pui-poses. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  Edinbm-gh,  a member  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons  of  the  same  place  : he  likewise  studied  midwifeiy  there.  He  resides 
at  the  institution,  to  wlxich  he  was  appointed  by  election  at  the  time  of  its  establishment,  in 
the  year  1819.  He  was  brought  up  to  this  profession.  He  practises  as  a physician,  sui-geon 
and  accoucheur,  but  not  as  apothecary.  In  case  of  absence,  a regularly  educated  surgeon 
attends  to  the  dispensary  patients.  There  is  no  bye-law  on  the  subject.  The  medical 
attendant  is  allowed  private  practice.  The  chief  medical  officer  is  bound  to  appoint  and 
pay  0,u  assistant,  of  whose  qualifications,  however,  he  is  himself  the  judge.  The  present 
assistant  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  London.  Both  medical  men  reside  at  the 
institution,  and  the  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  assistant. 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  the  only  one  paid  by  the  governors.  His  salary  is  80/.  per 
annum,  without  any  allowances. 

The  chief  medical  officer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers.  There  is  no  medical  man 
resident  in  the  district  qualified  to  be  elected  to  the  institution,  nor  has  there  been  any  mor- 
tality among  the  medical  officers. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  good,  and  the  medicines  sufficient  in  quantity, 
and  of  good  quality.  They  are  bought  of  Messrs.  Leslie  k Co.,  Dublin,  by  tlie  treasurer, 
at  the  request  of  the  chief  medical  officer.  The  annual  expense  of  medicines  for  the  last 
three  years  was  about  40  /.  Prescriptions  are  made  up,  and  dispensed  by  the  assistant.  No 
medicines  belonging  to  the  institution  are  ever  sold,  but  they  are  kept  in  the  same  apartment 
with  those  for  private  practice.  - 

There  are  but  few  surgical  instnxments  belon^g  to  tlie  institution.  A ti-ephine  case,  a 
dressing  case,  Morris’s  patent  injecting  case,  catheters,  &c.  and  cupping  instruments.  The^e 
are  not  found  sufficient.  These  instruments  may  be  lent  for  private  practice.  Leeches  are 
supplied  to  the  poor  patients  at  the  discretion  of  the  medical  men,  and  paid  for  by  the 
committee,  but  there  are  no  particular  arrangements  made  for  securing  a good  supply.  The 
chief  medical  officer  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  vaccine  matter  to  any  body  who  may  ask  for  it, 
but  there  is  no  bye-law  on  this  subject ; nor  is  there  any  relative  to  inoculation  with  small- 
pock,  which,  however,  the  medical  officer  only  performs  in  order  to  ti-y  if  the  vaccination  has 
succeeded. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  patients  who  are  attended,  and  some  prescriptions  are  entered.  A 
s\^_mary  of  this  register  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury ; but  there  is  no  printed  account  of  the 
affairs  of  the  institution. 

All  patients  are  obliged  to  have  recommendations.  There  is  a bye-law  wliich  prevents 
servants  of  subscribers  being  attended  gratis.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  number  of 
recommendations  for  patients  to  attend  at  the  dispensary,  but  a guinea  subscriber  can  only 
give  four  for  visiting  at  the  homes  of  the  patients.  A five  guinea  subscriber  is  unlimited  in 
that  respect.  It  is  possible  that  a person  might  come  to  the  dispensary,  and  not  get 
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Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  those  sick  poor  whose  cases  require  it,  are 
attended  at  their  own  homes  night  or  day,  when  expressly  recommended  by  the  subscribers, 
and  the  distance  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  the  district. 

The  chief  medical  officer  attends  difficult  cases  of  midwifery.  Sixteen  cases  were  attended 
last  year. 

The  midwives  here  are  not  skilful,  and  injury  has  consequently  been  known  to  arise.  The 
public  here  have  confidence  in  vaccination,  which  is  found  to  be  very  efficacious  ; and  small- 
pox has  not  been  known  here  for  the  last  two  years. 

Some  extras  are  allowed  from  the  funds  of  this  dispensary,  such  as  wine  or  spirits,  but  no 
clothing,  nor  is  there  a charity  on.  which  an  order  can  be  given. 

The  committee  consists  of  twelve,  of  which  number  the  medical  officer  is  not  one.  The 
principal  management  devolves  on  the  treasurer.  The  governors  pay  little  attention  to  the 
charity.  No  person  is  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  Days  were  fixed  for  meetings, 
but  they  were  not  attended  to.  Three  form  a quorum.  All  governors  can  vote,  but  none  by 
proxy.  Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  not  able  to  inspect  the  books,  &c.  containing  the, 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  as  these  documents  were  in  the  care  of  a 
gentleman  who,  at  the  period  of  this  examination,  was  in  England. 

The  treasurer  collects  the  subscriptions  without  salary,  and  gives  no  security.  The  voting 
is  open.  The  chief  medical  attendant  is  the  only  salaried  officer.  He  is  a Protestant. 

An  annual  report  of  the  affairs  of  this  dispensary  is  furnished  to  the  grand  jury,  but  not 
printed.  The  cle^y  and  gentry  of  this  distnct  might  form  a board  of  health,  and  meet  at 
the  dispensary.  The  district  furnishes  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  to  attend  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor.  It  appears  from  the  report  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  that, 
in  the  year  ending  July  1833,  the  number  of  patients  recommended  during  the  preceding 


twelve  months,  was  --------  --  - i,023 

Remaining  on  the  books  - - - - - - -189 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  ------  321 

Total  - - - 1,533 


The  subscriptions  amount  to  72?.  2 s.,  received  from  31  subscribers.  The  county  present- 
ment amounts  to  7l/.  Is.  The  largest  subscription  10?.;  the  smallest  1?.  Is.  The  conti- 
nuance of  this  institution  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual.  The  subscrip- 
tions are  unaccompanied  by  any  stipulation  whatever  in  favour  of  the  subscriber  or  his  family, 
The  income  and  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  June  1834,  was 


Subscriptions 
County  Grant 


£.  s.  d. 

72  a - Salary  to  Medical  Attendant  - 

Medicines  - 

71  1 - Rent  - - - . - , 


£.  s.  d. 
80  - - 
41  10  - 


£• 143  3 - 


Balance  in  hand 


131  10 
11  13 


M3  3 


The  funds  remam  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

The  bills  are  examined  by  the  treasurer,  who  pays  them  all  himself. 

The  accounts  are  made  up,  audited,  and  copies  sent  to  the  grand  jury  once  a year. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Lord  Ferraiid. — Rev,  William  Henry  Foster,  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  could  not  ascertain  what  was  the  population  of  the  district 
for  which  this  dispensary  is  established,  but  it  extends  about  six  miles  north  and  south,  and 
four  east  and  west. 

The  neighbouring  medical  establishments  are  Ardee  and  Dunleer  to  the  north,  Drumcon- 
dra  to  the  west,  Drogheda  to  the  east,  and  Slane  to  the  south.  There  is  no  other  medical 
institution  in  the  Collon  dispensary  district. 

As  a dispensary  the  present  establishment  is  sufficient,  but  there  is  great  want  of  a few 
beds  for  fever  and  accidents ; there  are  however  no  funds  for  this’ purpose.  A district  of  three 
miles  radius,  writh  a rural  population,  is  considered  as  much  as  a single  medical  man  can 
attend  to.  No  one  is  ever  refused  either  to  be  visited  or  furnished  with  medicine  from  this 
dispensary. 

Lord  Ferrard,  Rev.  Mr.  Foster  and  the  Medical  Attendant  ese.  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
there  should  be  established  some  institution  for  in-patients — one  containing  eight  beds  would 
probably  be  sufficient,  and  Could  be  maintained  at  an  expense  of  about  100  ?.  per  annum.  The 
original  expense  of  the  building  would  be  about  300  ?.  or  400  ?. 

The  dispensary  is  a slight  low  brick  building,  two  stories  high,  standing  on  an  area  of 

about 
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about  50  feet  square.  It  contains  two  parlours,  four  bedrooms,  a dispensary-shop, 
kitchen,  stable,  &c.  The  shop  measures  about  T8  feet  each  way.  There  is  no  furniture 
belonging  to  the  institution.  The  building  is  in  a good  state  of  repair  and  the  situation  is 
healthy  and  convenient,  well  supplied  with  good  water  and  proper  sewers. 

There  are  no  baths  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  nor  is  there  a waiting-room  for  the  patients. 
A garden  containing  about  a rood  of  ground  is  attached  to  the  building. 

The  proprietor  has  granted  a lease  of  the  ground  on  which  the  dispensary  stands  to  the 
institution  at  a rent  of  1 s.  per  anniun,  so  long  as  it  is  used  as  a dispensary.  The  gentlemen 
present  think  the  building  should  belong  to  the  governors  of  the  dispensary,  or  if  any  change 
took  place,  to  the  governors  of  the  county  hospital.  This  is,  if  not  the  oldest,  at  least,  one 
of  the  oldest  dispensaries  in  Ireland,  it  was  founded  in  1806,  under  the  Act  of  1805,  by  the 
late  Lord  Oriel,  and  the  present  possessor  of  the  title  has  for  many  years  paid  unceasing 
attention  to  its  concerns. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the.  institution  is  25  years  of  age;  he  studied  in  Dublin,  afterwards 
in  London ; of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  of  which  latter  place  he  is  a member. 

He  resides  constantly  at  the  institution,  and  was  appointed  on  the  12th  May  1833,  by  the 
governors  of  the  dispensary;  before  that  period  he  -was  a student  of  medicine  in  London;  he 
holds  no  other  appointment.  He  practises  as  a surgeon  and  accoucheur,  being  licensed  by 
the  Lying-in  hospital,  Dublin.  In  case  of  illness  or  absence,  he-is  bound  by  a bye-law,  to 
find  such  a substitute  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  governors. 

The  days  of  attendance  at  the. dispensary  are  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  from 
10  to  12  o’clock,  or  so  long  as  there  are  patients  to  be  attended. 

In  case  of  any  neglect  or  irregularity  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  all 
controlling  power  lies  with  the  governors.  The  medical  officer  is  always  on  the  spot,  and 
dispenses  medicines  himself;  he  has  at  present  an  apprentice. 

Fifty  pounds  per  annum  is  the  salary  paid  by  the  governors  to  the  medical  officer  from  the 
general  fund  of  the  charity,  without  any  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance ; he  has, 
however,  unfurnished  lodgings  at  the  institution. 

The  grand  jury  has  a controlling  power,  to  prevent  the  committee  or  subscribers  from 
authorizing  salaries  or  allowances  higher  than  requisite  to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  or 
to  prevent  the  county  being  otherwise  unnecessarily  taxed. 

The  character  of  the  medical  officer  and  of  those  concerned  in  the  transaction  is  the  sole 
guaiuntee  against  a,  combination  to  raise  a sum  of  money,  obtain  a.  county  grant,  and  then 
return  the  money  subscribed  to  the  several  subscribers. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  governors ; but  it  has  not  been  usual  to  give  any 
notice  in  the  papers  or  elsewhere.  The  only  veto  vested  in  the  grand  jury  against  the 
appointment  of  an  improper  individual  is  the  power  of  refusing  or  diminishing  the  county 
grant.  No  limitation  exists  as  to  the  age  of  the  medical  officers  ; on  the. occasion  of  the  last 
vacancy  there  was  but  one  candidate  for  the  appointment. 

The  condition  on  which  governors  and  subscribers  vote  at  the  election  of  medical  officers 
are  regulated  by  the  Act.  In  case  of  harshness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer, 
the  patients  can  apply  to  a governor;  the  last  medical  officer  was  dismissed  from  the  charge 
of  the  institution  in  consequence  of  the  just  and  general  complaints  of  the  pauper  patients, 
and  no  apprehension  exists  that  evils  may  arise  from  the  negligence  of  the  medical  officers, 
through  a fear,  on  the  part  of  the  poor,  of  making  complaint. 

This  neighbourhood  is  not  found  sufficient  to  induce  a medical  man  to  reside  in  it,  inde 
pendently  of  the  dispensary  emolument,  nor  is  there  any  medical  man  living  in  the  district 
qualified  to  be  elected  to  the  institution.  There  are  no  regulations  with  regard  to  age  or 
resignation,  or  any  retiring  allowances.  One  instance  has  occurred  of  a medical  officer 
having  died  at  the  institution. 

The  dispensary  shop  is  very  neatly  and  properly  kept.  The  medicines  appear  in  sufficient 
quantity  and  of  good  quality,  with  a supply  of  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  varieties. 

The  medical  officer  contracts  w'ith  the  governors  to  supply  medicines  to  the  dispensary 
patients  for  30  Z.  per  annum,  the  governors  determining  where  they  shall  be  purchased  • at 
present  they  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie,  of  Dublin.  ’ 

Ihe  medical  officer  prepares  and  dispenses  the  medicines,  and  as  he  lives  at  the  institution 
they  are  alw’ays  under  his  own  care ; he  is  obliged,  by  a bye-law,  to  keep  an  open  shop,  and 
ffiose  medicines  for  sale,  private  practice  and  Sispensary  use  are  all  kept  in  the  same  room, 
i he  institution  possesses  no  surgical  instruments  ; but  the  medical  attendant  has  a very  ample 
and  avery  expensive  assortment,  his  private  property,  including  trusses,  cupping  apparatus, 
stomach  pump,  &c.  Leeches  are  not  provided  for  the  pauper  patients.  The  medical  officer 
^ bound  to  furnish  vaccine  matter  gratis  to  all,  whether  recommended  or  not,  and  is  forbidden 
by  the  governors  to  inpculate. 

A register  of  the  patients  is  kept  by  the  medical  officer,  who  enters  therein  the  diseases 
and  terminations  as  they  occur  ; but  it  is  not  usual  to  lodge  a copy  of  it  with  the  grand  jury. 

0 one  IS  ever  refused  advice  and  medicine.  Thirty  patients  were  on  the  books  at  the  period 
01  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

There  has  not  been  any  capital  operation  performed  within  the  last  three  years.  In  the 
iast  18  months  there  have  been  four  cases  of  midwifeiy  attended  from  the  institution. 

According  to  a bye-law  of  this  institution,  every  pauper  must  have  a recommendation  ; but 
1 is  usual  to  give  advice  and  medicine  at  once,  in  urgent  cases,  though  the  patient  should  not 
ave  an  order,  as  he  is  always  able  to  procure  one,  Servants  of  subscribers  are  attended 
gra  IS ^ ^ut  none  of  the  subscribers  themselves,  or  any  other  person  who  is  thought  capable  of 
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Dunleer 

Dispensary. 


Registration. 


Nature  of  diseases. 


The  patients  relieved  by  this  dispensary  are  solely  extern,  and  all  who  can  attend  are  seen 
at  the  institution  ; but  such  as  cannot  leave  their  homes  are  visited  by  the  medical  officer  at 
any  place  within  the  limits  of  the  district  for  which  the  dispensary  is  established,  as  often  as 
the  case  requires,  and  in  the  night,  if  requisite. 

The  institution  furnishes  no  splints  or  bandages ; but  every  otlier  assistance,  in  cases  of 
accident,  is  immediately  given.  No  one  but  the  resident  medical  man  can  have  prescriptions 
made  up  at  the  dispensary.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended  under  certain  bye-law  regulations, 
which  require  that  105.  should  be  paid  to  the  medical  man.  The  midwives  in  the  village  are 
tolerably  skilful,  and  no  cases  in  which  the  mother  or  child  have  been  injured  have  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  dispensary  surgeon. 

As  far  as  the  order-book  affords  information,  it  appeared  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
that  proper  medicines  are  furnished  to  the  pauper  patients. 

Vaccination,  as  before  stated,  is  performed  at  the  institution  and  has  generally  proved 

efficacious ; but  small-pox  has  been  frequent,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination 
is  diminishing. 

No  wine  or  other  extras  of  any  description  are  given  to  the  patients  by  the  institution,  nor 
does  there  exist  any  charity  in  this  neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  could  be  given  to  the 
sick  poor  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  governors,  and  the  medical  man  is  not  one  of 
their  number.  The  attention  of  the  governors  of  this  institution  to  its  affairs  has  been  con- 
stant ; three  constitute  a quorum,  and  they  meet  every  quarter.  All  governors  are  entitled  to 
vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Minutes  of  their  proceedings  at  their  meetings  are  kept.  There  is 
no  committee  or  governor  who  visits  the  patients  officially. 

The  agent  of  a neighbouring  principal  proprietor  collects  the  subscriptions  gratis.  The 
ti’easurer  of  the  county  infirmaiy  is  also  the  permanent  treasurer  of  this  institution,  for  which 
he  acts  without  salary.  There  are.no  printed  bye-laws  for. regulating  the  appointment  ofthese 
officers.  The  election  is  by  open  vote,  a mode  of  proceeding  which  answers  very  well. 

The  present  medical  officer  to  the  institution  is  a Protestant. 

At  the  last  election  there  was  an  accession  of  subscribers.  There  is  no  danger  of  impro- 
per appointments  taking  place,  nor  in  this  instance  any  want  of  a veto  being  vested  in  a cen- 
tral board  to  prevent  such. 

The  grand  jury  take  no  paid  in  the  election. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  existing  regulations  restrict  the  utility  of  this  dispensary,  and 
no  alterations  were  suggested  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

No  reports  are  printed.  It  was  considered  that  it  might  be  well  to  form  a board  of  health, 
which  might  conveniently  meet  at  this  institution.  The  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient 
number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to  sssist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants 
of  the  poor,  in  case  it  should  be  intended  to  extend  the  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  amount  of  subscriptions,  according  to  a list  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners, 
is  57  L 4 s.  Qd.  The  only  other  source  of  income  is  the  county  grant.  The  number  of  sub- 
scribers is  18  ; the  largest  subscription  is  ZQl.  As.  Qd.,  tlie  smallest  10s.  Qd.,  but  the  sub- 
scriber of  the  latter  sum  cannot  vote.  The  existence  of  this  dispensary  depends  solely  on 
the  bounty  of  a principal  landed  proprietor,  whose  care  is  unremitting.  Subscriptions  are 
not  accompanied  with  any  stipulation  that  the  subscriber  or  any  part  of  his  family  are 
to  receive  medicine  or  advice  gratuitously. 

The  present  treasurer  of  this  charity,  who  is  also  treasurer  to  the  county  hospital,  and 
secretaiy  to  the  grand  jury,  takes  charge  of  the  funds. 

The  accounts  are  examined  and  audited  by  the  governors  once  a year,  and  paid  by  the 
treasurer,  and  then  sent  to  the  grand  jury 


fOn  the  arrival  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  at  Dunleer,  the  surgeon  to  the  dispensary  not  having 
received  the  letter  announcing  their  intended  visit,  was  from  home  ; he  called  upon  them  at  Dundalk 
but  did  not  see  them,  and  left  the  subjoined  document.] 


“ The  number  of  patients  reheved  at  Dunleer  dispensary  from  5th  July  1833  to  26th  April 
last,  amounted  to  1,250 ; of  these  upwards  of  250  were  visited  at  their  respective  abodes,  some 
at  a considerable  distance. 

“ The  diseases  for  which  relief  was  chiefly  sought  were — 


Continued  fever,  about  _ . - - 

Intermittent  do.  - - - - ■ , 

Diarrbcea  and  dysenteiy  _ _ - - 

Cholera,  spasmodic  _ . - - - 

Ditto,  common  ------ 

Capital  operations  _ - - - - 

Minor  operations 

Fractures  ------- 

Wounds  and  ulcers  _ _ - - 

Chronic  cases,  about  _ - - - 

The  number  to  the  present  period  is  nearly  1,600. 


800 

100 

200 

none 

100 

none 

frequent 

20 

150 

400 


The 
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“ The  medicines  on  hands  at  present  are  but  few,  but  in  general  there  is  a sufficient  stock 
of  the  most  genuine  quality  supplied. 

“ There  are  no  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  but  I possess  myself  such 
as  are  requisite  in  all  ordinary  cases,  as  also  a stomach  pump.” 

The  treasurer  to  the  Duiileer  dispensary  informed  the  Assistant  Commissioners  that  the 
income  for  the  year  ending  1834,  amormted  to  117/.  16s.  8 d. 


Persons  v)ho  attended  the  Examination. 

William  Fjlgate,  esq. — Faithful  Fortescue,  esq. — And  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  of  the  Louth  dispensary  district  is  estimated  at  about  9,000  souls;  the  extent 
is  about  nine  miles  east  and  west,  and  six  and  a half  north  and  south,  and  contains  about 
20,000  acres.  There  is  no  dispensary  within  six  miles  ; the  district  is  not  thought  too  large, 
and  the  nearest  dispensaries  are  well  placed  as  respects  population.  It  would  be  very  desha- 
ble  to  have  attached  to  the  dispensary  a house,  containing  a few  beds  for  fevers  and  accidents 
among  the  paupers. 

There  are  no  buildings,  or  any  sort  of  property  belonging  to  this  dispensary.  The  contract 
with  the  medical  officer  is,  that  he  shall  attend  all  the  patients  the  subscribers  recommend, 
and  provide  all  necessary  medicines,  for  which  he  is  to  be  paid  80  1.  per  annum. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  is  an  apothecary  of  the  Dublin  College ; 36  years  of  age ; he 
was  appointed  to  the  institution  at  its  fomrdation  in  1825,  and  holds  no  other  official  appoint- 
ment. He  does  not  act  as  surgeon  or  accoucheur,  but  merely  as  physician  and  apothecaiy. 
The  patients  attend  at  the  dispensary  three  times  a week,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Satur- 
days, from  10  to  12,  when  the  medical  attendant  sees  all  who  bring  subscribers’  tickets, 
but  not  otherwise ; he  attends  on  the  poor  patients  at  their  own  houses,  day  or  night,  when 
required.  In  ease  of  any  neglect  or  iiTegularity  on  his  part,  the  people  are  well  aware  thfit 
they  can  complain  to  the  subscribers  for  redress.  The  medical  attendant  dispenses  all  the 
medicines  himself. 

The  sole  medical  officer,  as  before  stated,  receives  80  1.  a year  for  medicine  and  attendance 
on  the  sick  poor. 

When  the  present  medical  officer  came  to  reside  in  Louth,  he  was  asked  on  what  terms  he 
would  attend  the  poor,  and  the  agreement  before-mentioned-  was  then  entered  into.  There 
are  consequently  no  printed  bye-laws  regulating  the  election  of  a medical  attendant.  This 
neighbourhood  is  probably  not  sufficient  to  maintain  a medical  man  independently  of  the 
dispensary  emolument,  for  there  is  not  one  resident  in  the  district  eligible  to  the  appoint- 
ment. 

The  medical  attendant  has  an  apothecary’s  shop,  which  is  well  supplied,  and  neatly  kept. 

. The  medicines  appeared  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  in  abundance,  including  a supply  of  the 
more  delicate  and  expensive  varieties.  The  average  annual  expense  of  medicmes  for  the  use 
of  the  institution  appears  to  be  about  20 1.  There  are  no  surgical  instruments  belonging  to 
the  dispensary.  Leeches  are  .given  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  but  at  the  medical  attend- 
ant’s own  expense.  He  vaccinates  all  who  apply,  but  never  inoculates. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  cases  attended  at  the  dispensary,  distinguishing  those  visited 
at  their  own  homes.  A copy  of  it  is  lodged  with  the  grand  jury.  It  appeared  by  the 
return  for  the  year,  from  1st  July  18'32  to  30th  June  1833  inclusive,  that  the  number  of 


patients  continued  on  the  book  from  the  previous  year,  was  - - - - 98  ■ 

Admitted  on  the  book  within  that  period  ------  1,038 

1,136 

Discharged  cured  - --  --  --  - 847 

Relieved  - --  --  --  --  - si 

Died  - 26 

Result  unknown  - --  --  --  -l 

Refused  treatment  - --  --  --  -l 

Sent  to, county  infirmaiy  - --  --  --  g 

Remaining  on  book  - --  --  --  - 177 

1,136 


No  case  has  occurred  of  a poor  patient  failing  to  get  a ticket,  and  consequently  being- 
refused  advice  at  this  dispensary. , At  the  period  of  this  examination,  there  were  about  100 
patients  under  attendance.  The  medical  officer  does  not  attend  midwifery  cases. 

All  pauper  patients,  who  can  obtain  a subsciiber’s  ticket,  have  advice,  attendance  and 
medicine ; but  subscribers’  servants  are  not  attended. 

There  ai-e  no  subsciibers  among  the  poorer  classes.  It  has  never  occurred  here  that 
a contract  has  been  made  with  individuals  for  the  puipose  of  swelling  the  subscription  list, 
and  thus  obtaining  large  grants  from  the  county.  The  poor  can  have  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  tickets  of  recommendation,  each  subscriber  being  unlimited  in  the  number  he  may 
issue,  fn  case  of  hai-sh  treatment  towards  the  patients,  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  officer,  or  in  case  of  a poor  person  being  refused  a ticket  of  recommendation,  no 
appeal  can  be  made  to  the  grand  jury. 
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Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  or,  at  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant, 
visited  at  their  homes,  any  where  in  the  district,  and  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night ; but, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  contract  with  the  medical  attendant,  the  institution  possesses  in 
itself  no  means,  such  as  splints,  bandages  or  the  like  for  rendering  immediate  assistance,  in 
cases  of  fractures  or  other  accidents ; and,  from  the  same  cause,  tlie  prescriptions  of  autho- 
rized practitioners  are  not  made  up  at  the  dispensary.  In  lying-in  cases,  tlie  poor  are 
generally  attended  by  midwives,  some  of  whom  are  considered  skilful. 

Vaccination  is  found  very  efficacious,  and  the  medical  attendant  stated  that,  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  he  had  not  known  a case  in  the  village  of  small-pox  after  vaccination.  He 
thinks,  however,  that  not  above  one-third  of  the  population  have  confidence  in  the  operation. 

No  extras,  such  as  wine,  &c.  are  given  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor 
is  there  any  charity  in  the  neighhoumood  on  which  an  order  could  be  given  for  food,  fuel  or 
clothing,  &c.  for  the  sick  poor. 

There  is  a meeting  of  the  subscribers  once  a year  to 'inspect  the  accounts,  and  send  them 
to  the  grand  jury.  The  subscribers  are  but  few  in  number,  and  their  attendance  not  more 
frequent  than  once  a year. 

The  secretary  to  the  grand  jury  is  treasurer  to  this  institution.  There  are  no  regulations 
excluding  persons  of  any  particular  religious  belief  from  becoming  officers.  The  present 
medical  atUndant  is  a Protestant. 

There  is  a general  report  made  out  annually,  but  never  printed.  This  district  dpes  not 
contain  many  persons  able  to  assist  in  a more  minute  examination  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

If  two  subscribers  to  this  charity  of  9 4 s.  8 d.  each  should  withdraw  from  it,  the  funds 
would  be  so  much  diminished  as  materially  to  affect  the  usefulness  of  the  institution ; but 
this  is  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  funds  are  generally  collected  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  by  him  handed  to  the 
treasurer. 

The  accounts  are  audited  and  examined  by  the  committee,  and  on  their  order  paid  by  the 
treasurer. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant  was  the  only  person  who  met  the  Commissioners  at  the  dispensary. — The 

Rev.  Mr.  Kerr,  rector  of  the  parish,  and  Mr.  Alford  were  called  upon  in  Termonfeckin. — Mr. 

Mahkey  and  Mr.  Chester  were  seen  in  Drogheda. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  could  not  learn  what  was  the  population*  of  the  district 
for  which  this  dispensary  was  established.  Its  extent  is  about  seven  miles  east  and  -west, 
and  six  north  and  south.  The  nearest  medical  establishments  are  the  Drogheda  Infirmary 
and  Dispensaiy,  and  the  Dispensaries  of  Collon  and  Dunleer.  There  is  no  other  medical 
establishment  in  the  Termonfeckin  district,  wliich  is  not  too  large  for  one  resident  medical 
officer.  No  sick  pauper  residing  in  the  district  is  ever  refused  assistance.  It  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  questioned,  that  a few  beds  for  fevers  and  accidents 
would  be  highly  beneficial. 

Mr.  Chester  and  Mr.  Parhey  (subscribers  to  the  dispensary)  feared  that  the  prejudice  of 
the  poor  against  hospitals  was  so  great,  that  they  would  not  go  into  them.  This  was  the 
case  when  cholera  prevailed  in  the  district. 

The  dispensary  building  is  of  stone,  and  consists  of  one  room  only,  with  a very  small 
window,  an  earthen  floor,  no  ceiling,  and  a slated  roof.  It  contains  a fire-place,  and  is 
altogether  in  a good  state  of  repair.  It  is  supplied  with  good  water,  but  the  situation  is  low 
and  damp.  The  building  is  hired  from  year  to  year,  at  a rept  .of  4^.  per  annum.  It  would 
be  much  better  if  the  dispensary  building  were  the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution  is  about  forty  years  of  age.  He  graduated  in 
medicine  at  Edinburgh,  and  lives  at  Drogheda.  He  was  elected  to  this  institution  in  1831, 
by  the  subscribers,  and  has  no  other  appointment : he  acts  as  physician,  surgeon  and  accou- 
cheur. He  has  never  yet  been  absent,  but  understands  that  in  case  he  should  be,  he  must 
immediately  inform  the  governors.  He  is  allowed  private  practice ; was  educated  for 
midwifery.  Attends  at  the  dispensary  twice  a week,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  from  twelve 
to  two  o’clock,  or  as  long  as  there  are  patients  to  be  attended  to. 

The  pauper  patients  are  perfectly  aware  that  they  can  complain  to  a subscriber  in  case  of 
harshness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Kerr  stated,  that  though  the  medical  officer  resided  in  Drogheda,  he  was 
very  regular  in  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary,  and  of  great  service  to  the  poor. 

'fhe  ilev.  Mr.  Kerr  had  been  a subscriber,  but  the  state  of  his  income,  which  aiises  Irom 
tithe,  was  such  as  to  oblige  him  to  withdraw  his  subscription  for  the  present,  but  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  renew  it. 

There  is  no  pupil  or  student  resident  at  the  institution,  and  the  medical  attendant  dispenses 
the  medicine  himself. 

There  are  no  printed  bye-laws  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  medical  officer,  wiio 
receives  52(.  los.  per  annum,  from  a fund  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  formed  by  sub- 
scriptions and  a county  grant. 

The 


* The  Rev.  Mr.  Kerr  slated  that  the  district  contains  but  i6o  Protestants. 
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The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  tlie  subscribers,  who  would  probably  advertise  on  the 
next  vacancy.  The  present  medical  officer  was  well  known,  and  testimonials  of  his  quali- 
fications were,  therefore,  not  required : there  were  two  candidates  at  the  last  election,  the 
rmsuccessfiil  candidate  was  a Protestant  j each  subscriber  of  a guinea  has  a vote.  The 
neio'hbourhood  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  dispensary, 
an(f  there  is  not  one  residing  in  it. 

The  medicines  are  kept  in  a neatly  arranged  chest,  and  appear  sufficient  in  quantity,  and 
of  good  quality. 

The  medical  attendant  buys  the  medicine  of  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Dublin,  and 
sends  their  bills  to  the  governors,  who  give  him  the.money  to  pay  them.  The  annual  ex- 
pense averages  from  lOZ.  to  I2l.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant, 
who  locks  tSe  chest,  and  keeps  the  key  himself.  The  medicines  used  in  private  practice 
are  not  kept  in  the  same  place.  Leeches  are  not  supplied  by  the  institution.  There  is  no 
law  relative  to  vaccination,  but  the  medical  attendant  gives  vaccine  matter  to  all  applicants 
gratis-,  he  never  did,  and  never  would  inoculate. 

A register  of  the  cases,  as  they  occur,  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  shown  to 
the  governors;  about  40  patients  were  on  the  books  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners.  About  six  midwifery  cases  are  attended  annually  from  the  institution. 

The  medical  attendant  never  refuses  advice  and  medicine  to  any  person  applymg,  but  ail 
ought  to  liave  recommendations. 

Patients  are  visited  at  their  own  homes  as  often  as  required.  No  one  but  the  medical 
attendant  is  authorized  to  send  prescriptions  to  be  made  up  at  the  dispensary.  Difficult 
cases  of  lying-in  are  attended.  Vaccination  is  performed  gratis  at  the  dispensary,  and  is 
generally  efficacious;  small-pox  has  not  been  frequent  in  the  village;  there  is  one  case 
there  now,  and  that  modified. 

No  extras  are  given  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor  is  there  any  charity  in  this 
district  on  which  to  give  an  order  for  food  or  clothing,  &c. 

A committee  of  five  governors  meet  twice  a year,  and  are  regular  in  their  attendance. 
They  transact  all  the  business  of  the  institution ; the  medical  officer  is  not  a governor,  nor 
is  there  any  one  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  All  governors  can  vote,  but  ladies  only 
by  proxy.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  officer  not  medical,  and  the  subscriptions  are  paid  into  his  hands 
at  the  general  meeting ; there  are  no  printed  bye-laws.  The  mode  of  voting  for  officers  is 
open.  The  present  medical  officer  is  a Roman  Catholic. 

There  are  no  reports  of  the  affairs  of  this  charity  printed.  A board  of  health  was  formed 
among  the  gentry  during  prevalence  of  cholera,  and,  it  is  thought  that  this  neighbourhood 
would'^afforS  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investiga- 
tion into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  in  case  it  should  be  determined  to  extend  the  relief  afforded 
by  dispensaries. 

The  subscriptions  in  1831  amounted  to  15SZ.  but  they  now  amount  to  21 Z.  only,  the  lowest 
subscription  is  1 Z.  1 s.  The  medical  attendant  stated',  that  the  reason  the  original  sub- 
scription was  so  large,  was,  that  at  first  the  owners  of  the  land,  who  are  all  Protestants, 
subscribed,  but  have  since  withdrawn.  It  is  probable,  that  if  one  or  two  subscribers  were 
to  withdraw',  the  charity  would  cease  to  exist.  The  subscriptions  are  unaccompanied  by  any 
stipulations,  such  as,  that  the  subscribers,  or  any  part  of  their  families,  should  receive  medi- 
cine or  medical  advice  gratis. 

The  funds  are  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  who  gives  no  security.  The  funds  consist  of 
the  original  15SZ.  subscribed  and  county  grant,  and  the  subscriptions  and  county  grant  since 
received;  but  the  annual  expense  being  greater  than  the  income,  in  a few  years  the  money 
will  be  exhausted  and  the  dispensary  probably  cease  to  exist. 

The  medical  attendant  informed  the  Assistant  Commissioners  that  the  annual  expenditure 
of  the  institution  averages  about  6 5 Z.  All  bills  are  examined  by  the  governors  and  paid  by 
the  treasurer. 

The  accounts  are  settled  twice  a year,  and  copies  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 


Persons  loho  attended  the  Examination, 

John  P.  W iNTEa,  esq.  j.  i*.,  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

This  dispensary  was  established  by  a magistrate  residing  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  is 
intended  for  the  sick  poor  of  a district  two  square  miles  in  extent.  There  are  other  dispen- 
saries within  a radius  of  three  miles,  the  distance  of  the  nearest  being  two  and  a halt,  at 
Rathmolion. 

The  dispensary  consists  of  one  room  in  a cottage,  and  its  condition,  in  point  of  repair,  is 
humble  but  clean.  There  is  no  garden  attached.  The  house  is  occupied  by  the  person  of 
whom  it  is  hired,  at  an  annual  rent  of  two  guineas,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  the  institution  is  a licentiate  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons  of  Edinburgh ; but  not  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries.  He  is  not  provided  with 
apartments  at  the  dispensary  house  ; be  attends  at  the  dispensary  once  a week,  from  10  to 
12  o’clock,  at  which  time  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  The  medical  officer  also 
attends  at  Summerhill  dispensary,  for  which  he  receives  an  additional  salary  of  50  Z.  a year, 
including  house  rent.  His  nledical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy, 
whether  paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 
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Tlie  present  medical  attendant  was  elected  by  the  subscribers.  There  was  no  other  can- 
didate. The  election  of  a physician  or  a sm-geon  is  not  restricted  to  gi-aduates  of  paificular 
imiversities,  or  to  licentiates  or  members  of  particular  colleges.  The  person  acting  as  apo- 
thecary must  be  a licentiate  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin. 

The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  iu  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to 
induce  well  educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them ; hence  there  are  not  medical 
men  in  the  neighbourhood  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  to  the  dispensary 
gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  clean,  and  tlie  bottles  and  shelves  well  kept.  None  of  the  persons  who 
supply  articles  of  medicine  are  members  of  committee.  The  druggist’s  bill  was  not  pro- 
duced, being  in  the  hands  of  the  ti-easurer,  who  was  not  present  at  the  examination. 

A register  of  diseases,  with  the  names  of  the  patients,  appears  to  be  kept ; but  none  of  the 
more  important  cases  are  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  on  the  books  at  the  period 
of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner  was  34;  viz.  30  who  came  to  the  dispensary  and 
four  attended  at  their  own  houses.  Amongst  the  above  there  was  one  case  of  fever.  No 
cases  of  cholera  or  surgical  cases,  nor  any  instance  of  capital  operations  or  lunatics. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  The  medical  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the 
family  of  a subscriber.  There  have  been  no  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  has  been 
refused  to  applicants  from  their  being  witliout  subscribers’  tickets.  Each  annual  subscriber 
of  one  guinea  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number 
of  daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  ai’e  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  a radius  of  two  miles,  no  charge  or  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such  visits. 
The  medical  officer  receives  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccina- 
tion is  always  performed  gratuitously.  It  is  not  found  to  be  a perfect  security  against  small- 
pox. This  disease  has  not  been  frequent  during  the  last  17  years  in  this  district.  The  con- 
fidence of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  strong,  and  there  are  numerous  applications. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  poor  from  the  funds  of  the  chai-ity.  There 
are  no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clotliing,  fuel  or  nourish- 
ment to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  tire  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recom- 
mendation. 

Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin,  but  are  not  readily  received.  There  is  no  Irmatic 
asylum,  in  this  county.  Four  lunatics  were  in  the  gaol  of  Trim  a fortnight  ago,  previous  to 
the  holding  this  examination,  and  one  had  recently  died  there.  The  Richmond  lunatic 
asylum  has  been  considered  that  of  the  county  Meath  for  some  three  or  four  years,  under  the 
orders  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The  expenses  are  paid  by  the  grand  jury. 

'I'he  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  committee, 
which  consists  of  the  original  founder  of  the  institution,  the  treasurer  and  the  medical  officer, 
who  remain  permanently  in  office. 

The  committee  meets  once  a year.  It  is  generally  attended  by  one  or  two  of  that  body. 
The  surgeon  is  a member  of  the  committee.  There  are  no  ex  officio  directors  or  visitors. 

The  duties  of  treasurer  and  collector  are  performed  by  the  same  gentleman,  who  was 
appointed  to  the  office  by  the  founder  of  the  establishment ; he  gives  no  security,  remains 
permanently  in  office  and  acts  gratuitously.  The  qualifications  necessary  to  give  the  right  of 
voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is  the  annual  payment  of  a guinea.  Religious  belief 
does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

There  are  no  servants  of  the  charity. 

There  are  no  written  rules  or  bye-laws  for  the  guidance  of  this  dispensaiy.  The  privileges 
of  five  shilling  subscribers  are,  therefore,  not  defined.  They  all,  however,  understand  that 
they  are  entitled  to  advice  and  medicine.  No  alterations  in  the  management  of  this  institu- 
tion are  suggested  by  the  committee  or  by  the  medical  officer. 

The  reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  never  printed. 


The  income  of  one  year  was  as  follows:  £ s d 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - 30  4- 

Couiity  Presentment  - .-  - - - - 30  4- 

Balance  of  last  year  - - - - - - 6-  - 


£.65  8 - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  nine ; in  the  next  year  they  amounted  to  42,  iu 
consequence  of  pai-t  of  the  subscribers  of  the  Summerhill  having  given  their  names  to  this 
dispensary.  The  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscription  accepted  is  5 s. ; the  highest  I’eceived  is 
ten  guineas,  paid-by  the  founder  and  patron.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony, 
parish  or  township  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 
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The  expenditure  of  one  year  was  as  follows  : 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - 

Rent  and  Taxes  - 

Medicines  - - 


£.  s.  d. 
40  - - 

2 2- 
22  16  10 


£.64  18  10 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  on  the  order  of  the  committee. 

The  accounts  are  'audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  committee,  who  alone 
have  signed  the  accounts.  There  are  no  general  meetings  of  the  entire  body  of  subscribers. 
The  miirutes  of  proceedings,  so  fai-  as  relates  to  the  accounts  only,  are  registered  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Treasurer,  two  of  the  Committee,  the  Physician  and  the  Apothecary. 

These  charities  were  established  by  the  Earl  of  Darnley,  and  were  intended  for  the  sick 
poor  of  a district  twelve  miles  by  fourteen  in  extent.  Balliver  Dispensary  is  five  and  a half 
miles  from  Athboy,  within  four  miles  of  which  there  is  another  dispensary  in  the  county 
Westmeath,  but  none  within  a radius  of  tliree  miles. 

The  Athboy  house  consists  of  a waiting-room  and  surgery,  the  state  of  which,  in  point  of 
repair,  cleanliness,  &c.  is  particularly  well  arranged  and  orderly.  There  is  no  garden.  The 
house  is  not  occupied.  It  is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  8 1,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasurer.' 

The  chief  medical  officer  is  a gi-aduate  of  the  university,  and  a licentiate  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  London,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  who  has  been  attached  to  the 
dispensary  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  The  accoucheur  and  apothecary  is  a licentiate  of  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries  o^‘  Dublin.  Neither  of  these  gentlemen  ai-e  provided  with 
apartments  at  either  of  the  dispensary  houses,  nor  is  either  a member  of  the  committee. 
The  chief  medical  officer  also  attends  the  Balliver  Dispensary,  for  which  he  receives  an 
additional  salary  of  27 Z.  13s.  lid.  per  annum.  He  attends  at  Athboy  twice  a week,  from 
ten  to  two  o’clock.  Medical  duties  are  never  peimanently  perfoimed  by  proxy,  whether  paid 
. or  unpaid.  The  apothecary  attends  every  day,  and  is  also  apothecary  and  accoucheur  to  the 
Balliver  Dispensary,  for  which  he  is  paid  18Z.  9s.  3d.  per  annum.  Prescriptions  are  daily 
dispensed  to  the  poor.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  has  remained  in  office  since  1819. 
Both  the  physician  and  the  apothecary  were  elected  by  the  subscribers.  In  the  election  of 
physician  or  surgeon,  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  graduates  of  particular  universities, 
but  the  apothecary  must  be  a licentiate  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  There 
was  but  one  candidate  for  the  last  vacancy  of  physician,  which  occurred  in  1819,  and  but 
one  for  tliat  of  apothecary,  which  took  place  at  the  same  time.  The  number  of  individuals 
able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  prac- 
titioners to  settle  amongst  them.  Hence  there  are  no  medical  men  within  seven  miles,  who 
are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  neat  and  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  nicely  kept.  The  medi- 
cines of  these  establishments  are  in  ample  quantity,  of  the  best  quality  and  most  expensive 
kind,  and  are  particularly  well  kept.  None  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of 
medicine,  &c.  are  members  of  the  committee.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill,  fi-om 
1st  January  to  31st  December  1833,  was  5lZ.  8s.  5 d. 

A register  of  diseases,  but  without  their  terminations,  appears  to  be  most  accurately  kept, 
and  some  of  the  more  important  cases  are  instructively  recorded  in  detail.  The  termination 
of  dispensary  cases  can  very  seldom  be  satisfactorily  ascertained,  particularly  in  rural 
distiicts.  The  number  of  sick  on  the  books  at  the  period  of  this  examination  was  - 33 
Attended  at  their  own  houses 

37 

Of  the  above  there  was  one  fever  case,  one  slight  cholera  and  one  convalescent  lunatic. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  tliough  they 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  was  not  refused  to  any  applicant  during  this  year 
on  account  of  the  want  of  governors’  recommendations.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  a 
guinea  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  their  own  dwellings,  besides  an  milimited 
number  of  daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  o\vn  dwellings, 
within  a radius  of  seven  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such 
visits.  The  medical  officers  are  paid  for  their  attendance,  when  called  in  to  the  family  of  a 
subscriber.  They  receive  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vac- 
cination is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  small- 
pox. This  disease  has  not  been  frequent,  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  in  Athboy,  although 
inoculation  appears  to  be  frequently  performed  by  itinerant  quacks.  One  of  these  quacks 
is  stated  by  the  apothecary  to  be  in  the  habit  of  inoculating  children  furtively,  for  the 
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purpose  of  spreading  the  disease,  in  order  that  he  may  have  more  employment  as  an 
inoculator.  ^fhe  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  strong  and  increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  tlie  charity.  There  are 
charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment  to 
the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 
Lunatics  are  provided  for  with  difficidty. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  a managing 
committee,  which  consists  of  seven  of  the  resident  gentry,  who  are  permanent,  and  remain 
in  office  from  year  to  year. 

There  are  committee  meetings  once  every  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  the 
entire  of  that  body.  The  directors  and  visitors  ex  officio,  are  the  magistrates  and  the 
clergymen. 

The  collector,  who  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  gives  no  security,  but  holds  the 
office  permanently,  and  performs  its  duties  without  remuneration. 

The  qualifications  necessaiy  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers 
is  the  payment  of  a guinea  annually.  Religious  belief  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection 
to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

There  is  one  male  servant,  who  is-  paid  three  guineas  a year ; he  is  hired  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  may  be  discharged  by  them  upon  the  medical  officer’s  complaint. 

This  institution  seems  to  be  so  well  managed,  that  no  alteration  appears  to  be  necessary  in 
the  rules  by  which  its  concerns  are  governed. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  drawn  up  and  printed  every  year. 

The  income  for  the  year  ending  3'lst  December  18S3,  including  both  dispensaries,  was  as 
follows : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - lOO  13  - 

Presentment'  - - - - - - - -99  12- 


£.  200  5 - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  26  ; the  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscriptions 
accepted  was  a guinea.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  receive 
annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1833,  for  both  dispensaries,  was, — 


Physician’s  Salary 
Apothecary’s  ditto 
Medicines  - 
Rent  - - - 

Attendant  - 
Sundries 


£.  s.  d. 
83  1 7| 

18  9 3 

70  17  7 , 
14  6 - 

3 3 - 

4 12  3 


194  9 8j 

Balance  in  hand  - - 5 15  3| 


£.  200  5 ' - 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  committee. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governor  in  full 
meeting,  called  fur  that  puipose.  There  are  general  meetings  of  the  governors  once  every 
year,  which  are  usually  attended  by  a large  portion  of  their  number ; and  minutes  of 
their  proceedings  are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  which  was 
exhibited  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  and  was  found  to  contain  the  proceedings  of 
15  years,  ever  since  the  foundation  of  the  charity. 

Iffiere  is  an  articled  pupil  of  the  apothecary’s  admitted  to  attend  the  practice  at  the  dis- 
pensary. Practitioners  established  in  the  neighbourhood  are  permitted  to  wittness  capital 
Operations,  and  arxy  remarkable  cases  that  may  occur. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant.  ^ 

Tins  charity  was  established  in  1822,  by  the  neighbouring  gentry,  and  was  intended  for 
the  sick  poor  of  a district  twelve  miles  by  four  'in  extent ; there  is  another  dispensary  at 
Kinnegad,  three  miles  distant.  ■ , , . 

The  dispensary  consists  of  one  wretched  room,  about  eight  feet  square,  in  a labourer  s 
cottage,  the  state  of  which,  in  point  of  repair,  cleanliness,  &c.,  is  wretched  in  the  extreine; 
there  is  no  garden  ; the  bouse  is  not  occupied  ; it  is  hired  of  Callaghan,  the  tenant  of  the 
cottage,  at  the  annual  rent  of  2 L,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasurer  and  secretary. 
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The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  this  establishment  is  a licentiate  of  the  College 
of  Sur<’’eons,  Dublin  j he  is  provided  with  a house  at  Ballyboggan,  about  two  miles 
distant,  which  was  built  by  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne;  it  consists  of  two  stories,  and 
appeared  to  be  very  comfortable  ; his  lordship  vested  it  in  the  names  of  three  trustees,  for 
the  benefit  of  this  charity,  and  as  a residence  for  the  medical  officer  for  the  time  being  ; 
the  rent  charged  is  ten  guineas,  which  is  given  by  his  lordship  as  his  subscription  to  the 
dispensary. 

The  medical  attendant’s  salary  is  63/. per  annum,  with  an  additional  sum  of  from  10/.  to 
25 1.  for  the  Kinnegad  Dispensary,  where  lie  attends  on  Saturdays  ; at  Clonard  he  attends  on 
Mondays,  at  twelve  o’clodc,  when  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  Medical  duties 
. are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting 
apothecary. 

The  present  medical  attendant  was  elected  by  the  subscribers.  When  a medical  officer 
resigns  he  cannot  influence  the  election  of  his  successor.  The  election  of  physician  is  not 
restricted  to  graduates  of  particular  universities,  nor  that  of  surgeon  to  licentiates  or 
members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  but  the  apothecary  must  be  of  the  Company  of 
Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  The  number  of  candidates  for  the  last  vacancy  of  surgeon,  which 
occurred  in  1832,  was  six,  and  for  that  which  occurred  in  1883  there  was  but  one.  The 
number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to 
induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them  ; hence  there  are  no  medical  men 
in  the  neighbourhood,  within  four  miles  of  the  dispensary,  who  are  qualified  and  disposed 
to  give  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  consists  of  one  room,  so  damp  and  inconvenient,  that  the  medical  attendant 
has  been  compelled  to  keep  his  principal  stock  of  medicines  at  his  own  house  at  Ballyboggan ; 
on  inspecting  a list,  these  were  found  to  be  in  ample  quantities  and  of  the  best  descriptions, 
and  well  kept.  The  stock  was  not  itself  seen  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  owing  to  the 
medical  attendant  not  having  received  notice  of  his  coming,  and  being  therefore  absent  on 
the  occasion  of  his  visit.  None  of  the  persons  supplying  articles  of  medicine,  &c.  are  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  The  amount  ofthe  druggist’s  billfrom  June  1833  to  June  1834  was 
19/.  8s.  hd. 

A register  of  diseases,  with  their  determinations,  appears  to  be  very  carefully  kept ; but  none 
of  the  cases  are  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  on  the  books  was  50,  of  which  six  were 
surgical  cases.  There  were  two  .lunatic  paupers  in  this  parish,  but  no  asylum  provided  in 
the  coimty. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  froid  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  has  not  been  refused  to  any  applicant  from  want  of 
recommendations,  during  this  year.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  a guinea  may  recommend 
patients  to  be  visited  at  their  own  houses,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of  daily  patiente. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings 
within  a radius  of  seven  miles,  no  chaise  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such 
visits.  The  medical  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the  family  of  a sub- 
scriber. He  receives  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccination 
is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  small-pox.  This 
disease  has  not  been  frequent  during  the  last  year  in  the  district.  The  confidence  of  the 
public  in  vaccination  is  very  strong. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  given  to  the  sick  fi'om  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are  no 
charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish,  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment  to  the 
helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 

Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin,  but  not  always  received  there. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors, 
through  a managing  committee,  which  consists  of  six,  who  are  elected  annually  by  the  sub- 
scribers, and  remain  in  office  one  year.  There  are  no  committee  meetings,  unless  they  are 
required.  There  is  only  one  ex  officio  visitor,  namely,  the  treasurer,  who  acts  as  collector. 
He  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  gives  no  .security,  and  is  not  paid-for  his  services. 
The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is 
the  annual  payment  of  a guinea. 

The  following  alteration  in  the  general  management  of  the  institution  was  recommended 
by  the  medical  officer,  viz.  that  a dispensary  consisting  of  a pharmacy  and  waiting  room,  &c. 
suitable  to  the  wants  ofthe  lieighbourhood  of  Clonard,  should  be  erected. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  usually  drawn  up  and  printed  every  year.  There 
were  more  however  last  year.  There  are  no  standing  rules,  nor  bye-laws. 

The  income  of  the  year  ending  31st  May  1834  was  as  follows  : 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - - - 60  156 

Presentment  - - - - - - - - - 50  156 


£.  101  11  - 


DiSPENS.'VHIES. 

Leinster. 
County  Meath. 

Exaniinulioiis  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  si.  d. 

Clonard 

Dispensary. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion.- 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Repoi'ls. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  not  stated.  The  lowest  rate  of  annual  sub- 
scription accepted  is  half  a guinea.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do 
not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer.  Custody. 

0.5.  L The 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.) 


74  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  from  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 


Dispensaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Meatb. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Bairy,  m.d. 

Clonard 

Dispensary. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Crossakeale 

Dispensary. 


Building. 


Medical  Olficer. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


Intern  Patients. 
General  Manage- 
ment. 


The  expenditure  of  the  year  ending  31st  May  1834,  was  as  follows  : 


£.  s.  d, 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - - - - - - -63--' 

Rent,  including  the  house  at  Ballyboggan  - - - - 12  - - 

Printing  and  Stationery  - - - - - - - 2-  - 

Medicines  - - - - - - - - -19  18  5 

Servant’s  Wages,  Sundries  - - - - - - -16-8 

Stomach  Pump  - - - - - - - - 366 


101  1 7 

Balance  - - - - 9 5 


£.  101  11  - 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  surgeon. 

The  accoimts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in'  full 
meeting,  called  for  that  purpose. 

There  are  general  meetings  of  the  governors  once  every  year,  which  are  usually  attended 
by  three  or  four  of  their  number,  and  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Osborne,  aud  the  Medical  Attendant. 

This  charity  was  established  by  the  proprietor,  and  is  intended  to  aftbrd  relief  to  the  sick 
poor  of  a district  four  square  miles  in  extent.  There  is  another  dispensary  at  Cionmellan,  in 
the  county  of  Westmeath,  within  a distance  of  three  miles. 

The  house  consists  of  two  rooms  in  a cottage,  occupied  by  four  orphans,  and  is  hired  of 
them  at  an  annual  rent  of  five  pounds.  There  is  no  garden.  The  state  of  the  house,  in  point 
of  repair,  cleanliness,  &c.  is  tolerably  good. 

Tlie  only  medical  officer  connected  with  this  establishment  is  a Licentiate  of  the  Company 
of  Apothecaries  Dublin,  about  32  yearn  of  age,  who  has  been  attached  to  the  dispensary 
12  years.  He  is  not  provided  with  apartments  at  the  dispensary  house.  He  also  attends,  as 
apothecary,  the  Cionmellan  dispensary,  at  an  additional  salary  of  30/.  per  annum.  He  attends 
the  Crossakeale  dispensary  twice  a week  from  11  to  4 o’clock,  at  which  time  medical  pre- 
scriptions are  dispensed  to  the  poor'.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by 
proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  remains  in  office  from  year  to  year. 
The  apothecary  was  also  elected  by  the  subscribers.  The  apothecary  must  belong  to  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  There  were  four  candidates  for  the  last  vacancy  of 
medical  attendant,  which  occurred  in  1822.  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for 
medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well  educated  practitioners  to  settle 
amongst  them.  Hence  there  are  no  medical  men  in  the  neighbourhood  who  are  qualified 
and  dispo.sed  to  give  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  appeared  to  be  in  good  order,  and  well 
kept.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill,  from  7th  February  to  the  29th  May  1834,  was 
10/.  2s.  4(/.  ^ 

A register  of  diseases,  but  without  the  termination  of  each  case,  is  kept,  but  none  are 
recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  on  the  books  was  said  to  be  seventy-nine ; viz. 
sixty-eight  who  attend  at  the  dispensary,  and  eleven  attended  at  their  own  houses.  There 
were  no  fever,  cholera  nor  surgical  cases,  nor  were  there  any  capital  operations.  There  was 
one  lunatic.  The  general  return  of  diseases,  &c.  cannot  be  made  out  from  the  dispensary 
books,  as  at  present  kept. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  has  not  been  refused  to  any  applicant  durmg  this 
year,  on  account  of  not  having  recommendations.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  five  shillings 
may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of  daily 
patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  a radius  of  five  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such 
visits.  The  medical  officer  is  not  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the  familj  of  a 
five  shilling  subscriber.  He  receives  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or- indirectly. 
"Vaccination  is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against 
small-pox.  This  disease  has  been  very  frequent  during  the  last  year  in  this  district.  There 
were  sixty  cases,  of  which  eight  were  fatal.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is 
not  strong,  nor  is  it  increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  poor  from  the  funds  of  tlie  charity.  There 
are  no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourish- 
ment to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recom- 
mendation. 

Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  solely  under  the  direction  of  the  pro- 
prietor. 

There 
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There  are  no  committee  meetings.  The  only  ex  officio  director  or  visitor  is  the  curate, 
who  was  present  at  tliis  examination. 

The  proprietor  is  also- collector  and  treasurer,  having  been  appointed  by  the  subscribers. 
He  does  not  give  any  security,  but  remains  permanently  in  office  acting  gmtuitously.  The 
qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is  tlie 
annual  payment  of  a guinea.  Religious  belief  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to 
a c^didate  of  any  class. 

There  are  no  seiwants  of  the  charity. 

There  are  no  reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity,  nor  are  there  any  standing  rules  or 
bye-laws. 

The  medical  attendant  states,  that  the  treasurer  being  absent,  no  money  documents  can 
be  produced,  nor  any  further  information  given  as  to  the  finances  of  the  institution,  he 
having  all  the  books  in  his  possession.  TKe  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  not 
known  to  the  medical  attendant.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony,  which  do 
not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer,  by  whom  all  disbursements  are 
made,  to  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant. 

' The  accounts  are  audited  twice  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  grand  jury,  and 
governors  in  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  at  the  vestry. 

There  are  meetings  of  the  governors  twice  every  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by 
one  half  of  the  entire  body,  and  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  said  to  be  registered  in 
a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  but  were  not  produced,  being,  as  was  stated,  in  the  possession 
of  the  treasurer. 

There  is  no  medical  instruction  afforded  at  this  institution. 

No  particular  epidemic  disease. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

Tins  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1817,  and  was  intended  for  the  sick  poor  of  a 
district  two  square  miles  in  extent.  There  are  no  other  dispensaries  within  h radius  of  three 
miles,  the  nearest  being  that  at  Ardee,  five  miles  distant. 

The  dispensary  house  consists  of  two  rooms,  and  in  point  of  repair,  cleanliness,  &c.  is 
very  comfortable.  It  has  no  garden,  nor  is  the  house  occupied  as  a dwelling.  The  medical 
attendant  thinks  that  a rent  of  6 1.  per  annum  is  charged. 

The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  the  institution  was  a graduate  of  the  university, 
and  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Glasgow.  He  acts  as  physician,  surgeon  and 
accoucheur.  His  age  is  about  fifty-seven,  and  for  the  last  seventeen  yeare  he  has  been 
attached  to  this  dispensary.  There  are  no  apartments  provided  for  him  at  the  dispensary- 
house.  He  holds  also  tlie  appointment  of  physician  to  the  Kingscourt  Dispensary,  at  an 
additional  salary  of  70/.  per  annum.  The  periods  of  his  attendance  at  the  Dnimcondra 
Dispensary  are  twice  a week  from  eleven  to  two  o’clock,  when  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to 
the  poor.  The  medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxies,  whether  paid  or 
unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

Both  the  treasurer  and  the  physician  were  appointed  by  the  proprietor  of  the  institution. 
In  the  election  of  either  physician  or  surgeon,  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  particular  univer- 
sities or  colleges.  Individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  are  not 
sufficient  in  number  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them.  Hence, 
there  are  no  medical  men  in  the  neighbourhood  who  are  qualified  and  willing  to  give  their 
services  to  this  charity  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  neat  and  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  well  kept.  The  dniggist’s 
bill  in  December  last  amounted  to  about  16 1. 

A register  of  diseases,  with  their  termination,  is,  said  to  be  kept,  but  no  cases  are  recorded 
in  detail.  The  register-book  was  with  the  treasurer,  who  resides  in  Dundalk,  and  was  not 
present  at  the  examination.  The  number  of  sick  now  on  the  books  is  about  24  ; viz. — 

Patients  who  come  to  the  Dispensaiy  -------20 

Attended  at  their  own  houses  - --  --  --  -4 


Of  the  above,  there  was  one  fever  and  four  surgical  cases  ; cholera  has  never  appeared  in 
this' village ; during  the  year  30  acute  cases  were  treated,  of  which  two  were  typhus ; there 
were  700  chronic  cases. 

Tliose  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity.  The  ad- 
mission of  patients  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant,  when  an  admission 
ticket  from  a subscriber  is  not  presented. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwelUngs, 
within  a distance  of  two  miles,  in  any  direction,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire 
being  made  for  such  visits.  Vaccination  is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to 
be  a good  security  against  small-pox  j tliis  disease  has  not  been  frequent  during  the  last 
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two  years.  Inoculation  is  frequently  practised  here  by  itinerant  quacks,  for  selfish 
purposes. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  but  the 
medical  attendant  is  authorized  by  the  lady  of  the  proprietor  to  recommend  sick  poor,  who, 
in  such  cases,  receive  relief  from  her  bounty.  With  the  exception  of  the  extensive  charity 
of  the  proprietor  of  this  institution  and  his  lady,  there  are  no  funds  collected  in  the  parish 
for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment  to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which,  the 
dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 

Lunatic  patients  are  sent  from  this  district  to  Trim. 

The  general  management  of  the  institution  is  under  the  direction  of  the  treasurer  and  the 
proprietor.  Religious  belief  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any 
class. 

There  are  no  servants  of  the  charity. 

There  are  no  reports  .of  the  progress  of  the  charity  dravra  up  or  printed,  nor  are  there  any 
standing  rules  or  bye-laws. 

The  income  for  the  past  year  was  the  sole  subscription  of  the  proprietor — 


Amounting  to 
Presentment  ■ 


£. 


30 

'30 


j.  d. 


£. 


60  - - 


There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the 
county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Physician’s  Salary  - - - - - - - - “40-- 

Rent  - - - - - . - - - - - 6-  - 

Medicine  (about)  - - - - - - - - -18-- 


£.64  - - 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer,  to  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant. 
T^e  accounts  are  not  audited, ’but  a report  is  submitted  to  the  grand  jury. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hanlon,  p.p.  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

These  charities  were  established  in  the  year  1831,  by  the  neighbouring  landholders, 
and  intended  for  the  poor  of  a district  extending  seven  miles  by  five.  The  nearest  dispensary 
is  at  Bellewstown,  two  miles  distant. 

The  dispensary  house,  which  is  occupied  by  the  medical  attendant,  is  two  stories  high, 
containing  six  rooms,  with  a front  court,  and  a garden,  half  a rood  in  extent : the  state  of 
the  house,  with  regard  to  repair,  cleanliness,  &-c.,  is  good,  as  far  as  r^ai-ds  the  room  in  which 
the  medicines  are  disposed.  There  is  no  store  of  medicines  at  the  Kack  Lion  branch,  such 
as  are  required  being  carried  from  the  chief  establishment  at  Duleek.  The  Duleek  house  is 
hired' at  an  annual  rent  of  20  Z.,  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity. 

The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  the  institution  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  London ; he  is  40  years  of  age,  and 
for  the  last  three  has  been  attached  to  the  dispensary,  where  he  is  provided  with  apartments ; 
he  is  also  physician  to  the  Black  Lion  branch ; he  attends  at  Duleek  twice  a week,  from 
ten  to  one  o’clock,  and  at  Black  Lion  once  a week,  when  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the 
poor.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid. 
Tliere  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  remains  in  office  from  year  to  year : no , 
security  is  given  by  him,  nor  is  he  a paid  officer.  The  physician  was  also  elected  by  the 
subscribers.  When  a medical  officer  resigns,  he  cannot  influence  the  election  of  his  suc- 
cessor in  an  election,  whether  it  be  for  physician  or  surgeon ; there  is  no  restriction  as  to 
particular  universities  qr  colleges,  &c. ; when  the  last  vacancy  of  physician  occurred,  which 
was  in  1831,  there  were  at  least  ten  candidates.  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for 
medical  advice  in  this  district  is  said  not  to  be  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners 
to  settle  amongst  them ; hence  there  are  no  medical  men  in  the  neighbourhood  who  are 
qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  gratuitously. 

’The  surgery  is  in  gdod  order,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  well  kept.  The  medicines 
for  the  charity  are  supplied  by  contract  by  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  permitted  to  sell 
medicines  for  his  own  profit;  the  stock  on  hand  appears  respectable.  The  landlord' of  the 
dispensary  is  not  of  the  committee. 

A register  of  diseases,  with  the  termination  of  cases  visited,  appears  to  be  carefully  kept 
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but  no  cases  are  i-ec6rded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  now  on  the  books,  for  both  dis- 
pensaries, is  36  ; viz. — 

Patiente  who  come  to  the  dispensary  ------  -30 

Attended  at  their  own  houses 6 

36 

Tlie  medical  attendant  stated,  that  50  patients  were  then  under  treatment ; there  was  one 
-fever  case. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  was  not  refused  to  any  applicant  during  this  year 
for  want  of  a governor’s  letter  of  recommendation  ; each  annual  subscriber  of  a guinea  may 
recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of  patients  to  attend 
at  the  dispensary. 

Such  patients  as  are  not  able  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  a radius  of  three  miles  and  half ; * no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being 
made  for  such  visit.  The  medical  officers  are  paid  for  their  attendance  when  called  into  the 
family  of  a subscriber ; they  receive  no  fee  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly. 
Vaccination  is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against 
small-pox,  which  disease  has  not  been  frequent  during  the  last  three  years  in  Duleek  ,*  the 
confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is.  increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  poor  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There 
are  no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish,  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment 
to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommen- 
dation. 

The  present  medical  attendant  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  remains  in  office 
from  year  to  year.  The  qualification  necessaiy  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of 
medical  officers  is  the  annual  payment  of  a guinea. 

The  general  management  of  this  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors. 
A managing  committee  is  annually  elected  by  the  subscribers,  but  tliis  committee  seldom  or 
never  meets.  The  medical  attendant,  who  is  not  himself  a member,  on  being  questioned  on 
the  subject  of  the  committee,  stated  that  no  member  resided  in  Duleek  at  the  time. 

There  are  no  servants  of  the  charity. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity,  giving  a general  return  of  diseases  treated  at  both 
dispensaries,  are  drawn  up  and  printed  every  year. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  21  May  1834  was  as  follows  : 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - --  --  --  - 80  2- 

Presentment  --------  80  2- 


£.  160  4 - 


The  number  of  subscribers  is  not  stated,  but  at  the  late  election  of  the  medical  attendant, 
there  was  an  accession  of  subscriptions  of  at  least  160  L The  lowest  rate  of  annual  sub- 
scription is  a guinea.  In  some  cases  two  subscriptions  of  10s.  are  paid  under  one  name. 
There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony,  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the 
county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditme  for  the  year  ending  21  May  1834  was  as  follows : 


£.  s.  d. 

Physician’s  salary,  which  includes  medicines  - - 120  - - 

Rent  and  taxes  -------  - 20  - - 


£.  140  - ■- 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasmer,  it  is  presumed,  to  the  order  of  the  committee, 
but  there  was  no  order  made  by  them  this  year. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  grand  jmy  and 
governors  in  full  meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  There  is  a general  meeting  once  every 
year,  which  is  usually  attended  by  about  30  governors,  and  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are 
regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  which  is  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination, 

The  Treasurer  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

This  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1817  by  the  gentry  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  was 
intended  for  the  poor  of  a district,  seven  miles  by  four  in  extent.  The  nearest  dispensary  is 
that  at  Leixlip,  three  miles  distant. 

The 


* Since  stated  to  be  five  miles. 
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The  house  consists  of  five  rooms  on  one  floor,  with  a paddock  and  a gai-den  half  an  acre  in 
extent.  The'state  of  the  house  as  to  repair,  cleanliness,  &c.  is  rather  improved  since  the 
last  visit.  'It  is  occupied  by  the  medical  officer’s  assistant,  who  is  a Licentiate  of  tlie  Com- 
pany of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  He  sees  the  dispensary  patients  occasionally,  and  retails 
the  medicines  on  the  medical  officer’s  account.  He  is  paid  by  the  medical  officer,  as  he  states, 
36  L per  annum. 

The  only  medical  officer  is  a graduate  of  the  university  of  Dublin,  a licensed  accoucheur 
from  the  lying-in  hospital,  and  a licentiate  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  the  same  city. 
He  is  provided  with  apartments  in  the  dispensary  house,  which  are  occupied  by  his  assistant. 
He  attends  three  times  a week,  from  12  to  2 o’clock,  and  is  not  now  physician  to  any  other 
dispensary.  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  are  the  days  of  his  attendance.  He  states 
that  he  has  ceased  to  belong  to  the  Rathcoole  dispensary  since  August  1833.  Prescriptions 
are  dispensed  to  the  poor  every  day,  for  payment  or  otherwise,  by  the  medical  officer’s 
assistant. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  observes,  “ This  is  dispensary  day  and  hour,  yet  three 
patients  only  have  applied  from  twelve  to  half-past  two  o’clock  (Wednesday).  The  names 
of  those  who  are  said  to  have  attended  on  Monday  last,  and  other  dispensary  days,  are  entered 
on  loose  slips  of  paper,  affording  no  information  that  can  be  relied  on.  Medical  duties  are 
never  permanently  performed  by  proxy  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  ’The  assistant  visits  all  the 
ordinary  cases.  He  states  that  he  is  paid  by  the  medical  officer,  whose  private  assistant  he 
is,  and  although  he  attends  seven  days  in  the  week,  he  does  not  belong  to  the  dispensary. 
There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  his  tenure  of  office  is  permanent.  The 
medical  officer  was  also  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  on  the  recommendation  of  an  apothe- 
cary at  Leixlip.  The  election,  whether  it  be  for  physician  or  surgeon,  is  not,  it  is  said,  restricted 
to  graduates  of  particular  universities,  or  to  the  licentiates  or  members  of  particular  col- 
leges. With  respect  to  apothecaries,  it  is  said  there  is  some  restriction,  but  that  there  are 
no  bye-laws  on  that  subject.  When  the  last  vacancy  for  physician  occurred,  which  was  in 
1817,  there  were  no  candidates.  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice 
in  this  district  is  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them,  yet 
there  are  no  medical  men  stated  to  be  residing  within  five  miles  of  the  dispensary,  who  are 
qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  to  the  charity  gratuitously. 

On  the  second  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  they  found  the  surgery  much  improved 
since  their  first  inspection,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  appeared  to  be  much  better  kept. 
Neither  the  landlord  of  the  dispensary  house,  nor  any  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the 
articles,  &c.  are  members  of  the  committee.  The  medical  officer  stated  that  he  could  not  pro- 
duce the  druggist’s  bill. 

A reo’ister  of  diseases,  with  the  Germinations  of  the  several  cases,  appears  to  be  very  irregu- 
larly kept,  and  no  cases  are  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  on  the  books  was  14 
under  treatment. 

Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  - - - . - 14 

Said  to  be  attended  at  their  own  houses  - - - - 3 

Total  - --  - - 17 

Of  the  above,  one  was  a fever  case.  A return  of  the  diseases,  though  promised,  was  not 
furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner. 

Who  entitled  to  Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
Relief.  may  be  subscribers.  There  was  not  any  case  of  an  applicant  being  refused  medical  assist- 

ance from  want  of  a governor’s  letter  during  this  year.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  a guinea 
may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  their  own  houses,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of 
daily  patients. 

E.xtern  Patients.  Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings 
within  a distance  of  six  miles  from  the  institution,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire 
being  made  for  such  visits.  A horse  is  sometimes  sent  by  the  patient. 

The  medical  officers  are  paid  for  their  attendance,  when  called  in  to  the  ffimily  of  a 
subscriber,  but  they  receive  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients  directly  or  indirectly.  Vac- 
cination is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  small- 
• pox,  which  disease  has  been  frequent  during  the  last  year.  There  were  twenty  cases,  of 
which  two  were  fatal.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  increasing. 
Nourishment.  Articles  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are  no 

' charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment  to 

the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  of  recommendation. 
Lunatip  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin,,  and  are  always  received. 

Oeneral  Manage-  The  general  management  of  this  institution  is  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  medical 
ment.  officer,  who  states  that  when  first  appointed  to  the  charity,  he  was  in  every  way  unqualified 

as  to  diplomas ; that  he  contracted  to  supply  the  medicines  at  the  lowest  prices,  which  have 
since  continued  to  be  supplied  on  the  same  piinciple ; viz.  that  of  contract.  The  medical 
officer  was  apprentice  to  the  apothecary  at  Lebdip,  when  appointed  to  this  charity,  but 
obtained  his  licence  as  apothecary  within  the  first  year. 

Managing  Com-  There  are  no  committee  meetings,  nor  are  there  any  ex  officio  directors  or  visitors. 

mittee.  _ The  collector  was  appointed  by  the  medical  officer;  he  is  a tithe  proctor;  gives  no 

Officersnotmedical.  security  : has  remained  in  office  three  or  four  yeai-s,  and  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds 

per 
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per  annum.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical 
officers,  is  the  payment  of  a guinea  annually. 

There  are  no  servants  employed  at  the  dispensary. 

The  medical  officer  recommends  no  alterations  in  the  present  system  of  the  Dunboyne 
Dispensary.  ^ 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  chanty  are  drawn  up,  but  there  are  none  printed,  except 
such  as  are  required  by  the  grand  jury.  There  are  no  standing  rules  or  bye-laws. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  1st  June  1834,  was  as  follows  : 

£.  5.  d. 

Subsc^riptions  - - - - - - - - - 60  3- 

Presentment  ---------  - 60  3- 


£.120  6 - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  tlie  year  was  thirty-three.  There  is  nothing  accepted  as 
an  annual  subscription  lower  than  a guinea.  Tliere  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony 
which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  fimds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  expenditure,  according  to  the  following  account,  which  was  taken  from  the  dispensary 
books,  sworn  to  by  the  medical  officer  for  the  year  1832-33,  was — 

£.  s.  d. 


Bill  for  medicines  - - - - - - - - - 63  62 

Salary  - - - - - - - - - - -52-- 

House-rent  - - - - - - - - - -11-- 

Repairs  -365 

Stationary  - - - - - - - - - - 14  7 


£.  120  7 2 


The  following  is  the  account  from  1st  July  1833  to  1st  May  1834,  to  be  presented  to  the 


Medicines  furnished  - - - - - - - - 26  13  11 

Salary  - - - - - - - - - - -45-- 

House-rent  - - - - - - - - - - 10  10  - 

Stationary  - --  --  --  --  -173 


£.83  10  2' 


There  was  no  ledger  or  day-book  in  the  dispensary  from  which  a correct  aimual  account 
could  be  made. 

The  medical  officer  receives  the  whole  of  the  subscriptions,  as  well  as  the  county  grant, 
for  which  he  pays  all  the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  never  leaving  a balance.  He  makes 
affidavit  to  the  value  of  the  medicines  distributed  to  the  sick  poor.  Few  or  none  of  the 
governors  certify  to  the  amount  thus  'sworn  ‘ to,  and  the  treasurer  makes  affidavit  that  a 
certain  sum  has  been  lodged  in  his  hands  as  subscriptions  for  the  year.  All  disbursements 
are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  tire  medical  officer. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  of  the  number  of  cases  treated  sub- 
mitted to  the  governors  in  full  meeting,  called  for  that  purpose.  There  are  general  meetings 
of  the  governors  once  every  year,  which  are  usually  attended  by  one  half  of  that  body ; and 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  but 
merely  as  to  accounts. 


Persons  who  attended  the  jExamination, 

Rev.  Mr.  Nolan,  p.p. — Colonel  Peppkr. — The  Treasurer,  and  five  members  of  the  Committee. 

This  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1829,  by  the  resident  gentry,  and  was  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  of  ,a  district  seven  square  miles  in  extent.  There  are  two  other 
dispensaiies  within  a radius  of  three  miles  from  Julianstown-,  one  of  which  is  the  Bellewstown 
branch,  at  the  distance  of  two  miles.  This  dispensary  (Julianstomi)  is  said  to  have  been 
founded  upon  the  proposition  of  the  son  of  an  apothecary,  residing  four  miles  off,  at 
Drogheda;  he  procured  some  names,  five  or  six  of  whom  for  subscriptions  of  only  10s. 
per  annum,  upon  which  a presentment  was  applied  for  and  obtained. 

In  a lodging-house,  or  rather  cottage,  there  is  for  the  purpose  of  the  dispensary  one  very 
small  room,  eight  feet  by  four,  which  is  tolerably  clean ; there  is  nn  garden,  nor  is  the  house 
occupied ; it  is  hired  of  a labourer,  at  an  annual  rent  of  2 Z.,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasury. 

A member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  and  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries 
of  Dublin,  is  the  only  medical  officer  connected  with  this  estabhshment ; he  is  25  years  of 
age,.and  has  been  four  years  attached  to  the  dispensary ; he  is  not  provided  with  apartments 
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Dispens-^ries.  • 

Leinster. 
County  Meaih, 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  liarry,  si.  d. 

Dunhoyne 

Dispensary. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Custody. 

Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Julianstovin  and 
Bellewstown 
Dispensaries. 


Extent  of  Country. 


Building. 


Medical  Officer, 
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Dispensaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Meath. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.c. 

JuUanstown  and 
Bellcmtffwn 
Dispensaries. 


Election. 

Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


\\'ho  entitled  to 
Relief. 


E.xiern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 

Officers  not 
medical. 


Reports. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Custody- 


at  the  dispensary  house,  nor  is  he  a member  of  the  committee.  He  attends  the  Julianstown 
institution  once  a week,  and  the  Bellewstown  branch  also  once  a week,  at  which  times  pre- 
scriptions are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  His  father  keeps  an  apothecary’s  shop  in  Drogheda. 
His  medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid. 
There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  remains  in  office  from  year  to  year; 
the  surgeon  was  also  elected  by  the  subscribers ; at  the  last  vacancy  for  surgeon  there  was 
no  canmdate.  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is 
not  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them ; hence  there  are 
no  medical  men  in  the  neighbourhood  who  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services 
gratuitously. 

Tlie  surgery  is  tolerably  neat,  and  Ihe  bottles  and  drawers  are  pretty  well  kept,  but  there 
was  very  httle  medicine ; some  articles  were  exhibited  which  had  been  brought  in  a basket 
from  Drogheda  on  the  morning  of  the  examination,  such  as  sulphate  of  quinine,  &c.  There 
was  no  inventory  made  out,  although  the  letter  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner  had  been 
received  eight  clays  before.  None  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of 
medicine,  &c.,  are  members  of  the  committee ; there  was  no  druggist’s  bill  produced  for 
either  dispensary,  the  medical  attendant  being  himself  the  contractor  for  the  supply  of 
medicine,  at  the  annual  sum  of  40  Z.  for  the  Julianstown  establishment,  and  for  the  supply 
of  those  poor  who  may  present  recommendations  from  governors,  at  his  father’s  apothecary’s 
shop  in  Drogheda. 

A register  of  diseases  appears  to  be  kept,  with  the  termination  of  cases,  &c.,  but  none  are 
recorded  in  detail ; the  number  of  sick  on  the  books  when  examined  was  five ; viz. — 


Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  - --  --  --  3 

Attended  at  their  own  houses  - - - - - - -2 


5 

Of  the  above  there  was  one  case  of  mild  indigenous  cholera.  No  return  of  diseases  at 
Julianstown  had  been  made  out. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers,  except  the  subscribers  of  10s.  annually,  who  expect  medicines  and 
advice  for  their  servants  and  tenants.  No  applicants  were  refused  medical  assistance  for 
want  of  governors’  letters  of  recommendation  during  this  year.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  a 
guinea  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of 
daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings 
within  a radius  of  three  miles  and  a half,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse  hire  being  made 
for  such  visits.  The  medical  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the  family  of 
a subscriber ; but  receives  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccination 
is  always,  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  small-pox, 
which  disease  has  not  been  frequent  during  the  last  four  years  in  Julianstown : the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  strong. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  . charity.  There  are 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment 
to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recom- 
mendation. Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  essentially  under  the  direction  of  the 
medical  attendant,  there  being  no  managing  committee,  'fhere  are  general  committee- 
meetings  once  every  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  one-fourth  of  that  body. 

The  treasurer  is  also  the  collector,  he  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  and  gives  no- 
security ; he  remains  in  office  from  year  to  year,  but  receives  no  payment.  The  qualification 
necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is  the  annual  payment 
of  one  guinea;  religious  belief  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of 
any  class. 

it  is  stated  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  that  the  dispensary  establishment  of  both 
Julianstown  and  Bellewstown  call  loudly  for  amendment. 

There  are  no  reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  either  drawn  up  or  printed. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  1 July  1834  was  : 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - - -44  17- 

Presentment  - - - - - - - - -4417- 


£.  89  14  - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  42,  and  tlie  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscrip- 
tion accepted  was  lOs.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony,  which  do  not  receive 
annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The 
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Tlie  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  was  as  follows : — 
Surgeon’s  salary 
Rent  _ 

Printing  and  stationary  ------ 

Medicines  -------- 


Dispensaiues. 

LtinsUr, 
County  Meath. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barrj,  m.  d. 

JvHanslovm  and 


Ail  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  committee.  Belle-Lcsto'wn 

The  accounts  are  audited  onc^a  year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in  full  Dispen.sanes. 

meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  There  are  also  general  meetings  of  the  governors,  but  no 
time  is  stated.  They  are  generally  attended  by  about  one-fourth  of  the  body,  and  minutes  Accounts, 
of  their  proceedings,  so  far  as  relates  to  matters  of  accounts  only,  are  regularly  registered 
in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination.  

Rev.  Mr.  M‘Etot,  p.  p.,  and  the  Medical  Attendant.  Dispensary. 

This  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1815,  and  was  intended  for  the  poor  of  a district  ^ ^ 

three  miles  by  three  in  extent.  There  are  no  other  dispensaries  within  three  miles,  the  Country, 

nearest  being  four  miles  distant. 

The  house  consists  of  one  room  and  a closet,  and  its  state  in  point  of  repair,  cleanliness.  Building. 

&c.  is  orderly.  There  is  no  garden,  nor  is  the  house  occupied.  It  is  hired  at  an  annual 
rent  of  8^.  Ss.,  (itf  which  is  included  fuel  and  attendance,)  which  is  paid  by  the  treasm-er. 

The  medical  attendant  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  member  of  the  Medical  Officers. 
College  of  Surgeons  Dublin,  is  50  years  of  age,  and  has  been  attached  to  the  dispensary 
19  years.  This  gentleman  and  the  apothecary  have  the  care  of  tliis  establishment.  Neither 
one  or  the  other  is  provided  with  apartments  at  the  dispensary  house.  The  physician  attends 
no  other  institution.  The  chief  medical  officer  attends  twice  a week  from  12  to  2 o’clock, 
when  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  per- 
formed by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  The  apothecary  is  a licentiate  of  the  Company 
of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin,  about  40  years  of  age,  and  attached  for  the  last  18  to  the 
dispensary,  where  he  attends  twice  a week  from  12  to  2 o’clock.  He  also  holds  the  appoint- 
ment of  apothecary  to  the  fever  hospital,  and  keeps  an  apothecary’s  shop.  There  is  no 
visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  a general  meeting,  and  has  remained  in  office  one  yeai-.  The  Election, 
physician  and  the  apothecary  were  both  elected  by  the  subscribers.  In  an  election,  whether 
it  be  for  physician  or  surgeon,  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  particular  universities  or  colleges. 

With  respect  to  the  apotliecary,  he  must  be  a licentiate  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of 
Dublin.  There  were  two  candidates  for  the  last  vacancy  of  physician,  which  occurred  in  the 
year  1815  ; and  for  that  of  apothecary,  in  1816,  there  were  three  candidates.  The  number 
of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well- 
educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them  ; hence  there  are  no  medical  men  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood who  are  qualified  or  inclined  to  give  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  clean  and  in  proper  order,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  very  well  kept.  Pharmacy. 

None  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of  medicine,  &c.,  are  members  of  the 
Committee.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill  from  1st  May  1833  to  1st  May  1834,  was 
26/.  15s.  ^d. 

A register  of  diseases  with  their  terminations  cannot  be  kept,  from  the  nature  of  dis-  Patients’  Eegis- 
pensary  practice.  No  cases  are  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  patients  who  came  to  tration.  ■ 
the  dispensary  was  omitted  to  be  taken  down.  There  was  one  person  at  this  time  attended 
at  his  own  house.  There  were  neitlier  fever,  cholera,  nor  surgical  cases,  nor  w^ere  there  any 
lunatics  or  capital  operations. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines,  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they  who  entitled  to 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  was  not  refused  to  any  applicant  for  not  having  Relief, 
a governor’s  letter  during  this  year.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  a guinea  may  recommend 
patients  to  be  visited  at  home  ten  times,  besides  fifty  daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings,  Extern  Patieii's. 
within  a radius  of  three  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such 
visits.  The  medical  officers  are  paid  for  their  attendance,  when  called  in  to  the  family  of 
a subscriber.  They  receive  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccina- 
tion is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  small-pox, 
which  disease  has  not  been  frequent  in  Kells  during  the  last  ten  years.  The  confidence  of 
the  public  in  vaccination  is  increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are  Nourishment 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel,  or  nourishment  to 
the  helpless  popr,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 

Lunatics  are  sent  to  Dublin,  but  on  this  subject  there  are  great  difficulties. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors.  General  Manage- 
through  a managing  committee,  which  consists  of  seven,  who  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  ment. 
and  remain  permanently  in  office.  The  medical  attendant  is  a member  of  the  committee, 
liiere  are  committee  meetings  once  every  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  one  half  of 
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Dispensaries. 

Leimter. 
County  Aleath. 

Excminatiuns  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

Kells  Dispensary. 


Attendants. 
Reports. 
Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Custody. 

Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Kilmriinham-Wood 

Dispensary. 


Extent  of  Country. 


Building. 


Medical  Officer. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 
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that  body.  The  directors  and  visitors  ex  officio,  are,  the  clergymen  of  both  the  Roman- 
Catholic  and  the  Protestant  religions.  The  apothecary  is  also  the  treasurer  and  collector. 
He  was  appointed  by  a general  meeting  in  July  lastj  he  gives  no  security,  and  remains  in 
office  permanently,  but  receives  no  payment.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right 
of  votmg  at  the  election  of  medical  officers,  is  the  annual  payment  of  a guinea.  Religious 
belief  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

There  is  one  male  servant,  who  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  2 1.  per  annum.  He  is  hired  by  the 
governors,  and  may  he  discharged  by  them. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  drawn  up  every  year,  but  not  printed.  The 
standing  rules  or  bye-laws  are  not  printed. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  1st  May  1834  was — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - 41  15- 

Presentment  - - - - - - - - 41  15- 


£.83  10  - 


The  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscriptions  received  at  this  time  was  a guinea.  There  are  no 
medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 
The  funds  of  the  charity  ai-e  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  1st  May  1 834  was — 

£.  s.  d. 

Physician’s  salary  - - - - - - 42  152 

Apothecary’s  ditto  - - - - - - 16-- 

Rent  - --  --  --  --  88  — 

Medicines  - - - - - - - - 18  - - 


£.85  3 2 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer,  who  is  also  apothecary  and  secretary  to  the 
order  of  the  physician  to  the  charity. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  is  submitted  to  the  governors  in  full 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  There  are  also  general  meetings  of  the  governors  once 
every  year,  or  sometimes  more  frequently,  but  are  not  numerously  attended.  The  minutes 
of  their  proceedings  are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

There  is  no  medical  instruction,  except  that  of  the  apothecary’s  apprentices,  who  attend  as 
pupils. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev,  Mr.  Forster,  Vicar. — John  Smith,  esq.,  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

This  charity  was  established  by  the  neighbouring  gentry,  and  is  intended  for  the  sick  poor, 
extending  over  a district  of  four  square  miles.  There  are  no  other  dispensaries  within  a 
radius  of  three  miles,  the  nearest,  which  is  at  Kingseourt,  in  the  county  Cavan,  being  three 
and  a half  miles  distant. 

The  house  consists  of  two  rooms,  and  though  small  is,  however,  adequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  institution.  There  is  no  garden.  The  house  is  not  occupied,  it  is  hired  at  an  annual 
rent  of  two  guineas,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

The  physician,  who  is  also  surgeon  and  accoucheur,  is  the  only  medical  attendant  con- 
nected with  the  institution ; he  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and  a licentiate 
of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin,  is  50  years  of  age,  and  has  been  seven  years 
attached  to  this  dispensary.  He  is  not  provided  vrith  apartments  at  the  dispensary,  nor  is  he 
a member  of  the  committee.  He  attends  twice  a week,  from  10  to  12  o’clock,  at  which  time 
prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  He  is  not  physician  to  any  other  charity,  but  keeps 
an  apothecary’s  shop  in  Kingseourt,  county  Cavan.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently 
performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  physician  was  elected  by  the  subscribers.  The  treasurer  is  permanent.  In  the  event 
of  an  election,  whether  it  be  for  physician  or  for  surgeon,  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  pai’- 
ticular  universities  or  colleges,  but  the  apothecary  must  be  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries 
of  Dublin.  When  the  last  vacancy  for  physician  occurred,  which  was  in  1827,  there  was  no 
candidate.'  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  tliis  district  is  not 
sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them ; there  are  none, 
therefore,  in  the  neighbourhood  who  are  qualified  and  willing  to  give  their  services  gta- 
tuitously. 

The  surgery  is  very  small,  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  tolerably  well  kept.  A hamper  of 
medicines  was  just  arrived  from  Dublin  at  the  period  of  tliis  examination.  It  stood  un- 
opened in  the  surgery. 

None  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of  medicine,  &c.  are  members  of  the 
committee.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill,  from  July  1833  to  29th  May  1834,  was 
7i!.  i9s.  11 

A register  of  diseases,  but  without  their  terminations,  appears  to  be  carefully  kept,  but 
none  of  the  more  important  cases  are  recorded  in  detail. 

^ The 
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The  number  of  sick  on  the  books  was  about  10,  viz. — 

Patients  who  came  to  the  dispensary  - - - - - 9 

Attended  at  his  own  house  - --  --  --  i 

10 

Of  the  above  cases  one  was  fever  and  one  lunatic.  ' 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  has  not  been  refused  to  any  applicant  for  want  of  a 
governor’s  letter,  during  this  year,  except  to  persons  living  on  the  property  of  gentlemen  who 
ai'e  not  subscribers.  To  such  persons  assistance  has  been  refused.  Each  annual  subscriber 
of  a guinea  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of 
daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  dwelhngs,  within  a 
mdius  of  four  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such  visits.  The 
medical  officer  is  paid  for  ms  attendance  when  called  in  to  the  family  of  a subscriber.  He 
receives  no  gratuity  fi'om  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccination  is  always 
performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  secmity  against  small-pox,  which  disease 
has  not  been  fr-equent  during  the  last  seven  years  in  tliis  district.  The  confidence  of  the 
public  in  vaccination  is  strong. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nomishment  to 
the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 
Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  subscribers, 
through  a managing  committee,  which  consists  of  five,  who  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  and 
arepermanent. 

There  ai'e  committee  meetings  once  every  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  one-fourth 
of  the  body  of  governors,  and  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  regularly  registered  in  a book 
kept  for  tliat  pmpose,  but  only  as  to  accounts. 

There  is  a collector  who  is  permanently  in  office,  he  gives  no  security,  nor  does  he  receive 
any  payment  for  his  services.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the 
election  of  medical  officers  is  the  annual  payment  of  a guinea.  Religious  belief  does  not  form 
a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

There  is  no  servant  of  the  charity. 

With  respect  to  the  general  management  of  this  institution  no  alterations  are  recommended, 
either  by  the  committee  or  by  the  medical  officers. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  drawn  up  but  not  printed.  There  are  no 
standing  mles  nor  bye-laws.  By  the  report  for  the  year  ending  30th  June  1833,  it  appeared 


that  the  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  amounted  to  - -1,319 

Of  whom  there  wei’e  attended  at  then- own  homes  - - - - 86 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  May  1834  was — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - - 319- 

Presentment  -------  - 31  9- 


£.62  18  - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  twenty,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscrip- 
tion accepted  was  a guinea. 

There  are  no  medical  charities  m this  barony  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the 
county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  May  1834  was — 

£.  s.  d. 


Physician’s  salary  ------  - 50  - - 

Rent  - --  --  --  --  22- 

Medicines  - - - - - - - - 8211 


£.60  4 11 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  committee. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in  full 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 
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Dispensaries. 

Leinster, 
County  Meath. 

£xaininoti(iiis  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

Kilmainliam-Wood 

Dispensary. 


Whp  entitled  to 
Relief. 

Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 

Managing  Com- 
mittee. 

Officers  not 
medical. 


Attendants. 


Reports. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Custody. 

Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Persons  m>ho  attended  the  Examination. 

Thomas  Barnes,  jun.,  esq.,  J.  p. — John  Farrell,  esq.,  j.  p. — Philip  Saivtii,  esq.,  J.  p. — Samuel 
Smyth,  esq.,  j.  p. 

This  charity  was  established  by  a neighbouring  gentleman,  and  was  intended  for  the 
relief  of  the  sick  poor  of  a district  three  miles  by  three  in  extent,  within  which  distance  there 
are  np  other  dispensaries  •,  the  nearest  being  at  Kells,  four  miles  distant. 

The  dispensary  house  consists  of  two  rooms,  and  its  state,  with  regard  to  repair,  cleanliness, 
&c.  is  very  respectable  j it  has  no  garden  attached.  The  house  is  occupied  by  the  female 
0.5.  M 2 attendant 


MuynaKij 

Dispensiiry. 


Extent  of  Conntiy. 
Building. 
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Dispensaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Meath, 

Examinations  talien  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  u.d. 

Moi/nalty 

Dispensary- 


Medical  Officer. 
Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis* 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Attendant. 

Reports. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Custody. 


84  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  from  COMMISSIONERS /or 

attendant  of  the  institution,  and  is  hired  of  the  proprietor  of  the  village  at  an  annual  rent 
-of  5 1.,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasurer.  The  landlord  is  an  active  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  apothecary  is  tlie  only  medical  officer  attached  t^  the  establishment ; he  is  40  years 
of  age,  and  has  been  attached  to  the  dispensary  seven  yeai's ; he  is  a licentiate  of  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  He  is  not  provided  with  apartments  at  the  dispensary 
house,  but  is  a member  of  the' committee.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed 
by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid. 

The  apothecary  attends  the  dispensary  twice  a week  at  11  o’clock,  when  prescriptions  are 
■ dispensed  to  the  poor.  He  keeps  an  apothecary’s  shop  in  the  town  of  Kells.  There  is  no 
visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  holds  the  office  permanently.  The 
apothecary  was  also  elected  by  the  subscribers.  It  is  required,  by  the  rules  of  the  charity, 
that  the  apothecary  must  be  a licentiate  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  When 
the  last  vacancy  for  medical  attendant  occurred,  which  was  in  1827,  there  were  two 
candidates.  Tiie  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is 
not  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them,  hence  there  are 
no  medical  men  in  the  neighbourhood  who  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  semces 
gratuitorfSly. 

The  surgery  is  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  well  kept.  The  medicines  are 
not  provided  by  contract  with  the  medical  officer.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill,  from 
July  1833  to  29th  May  1834,  was33Z.  There  are  no  surgical  apparatus  belonging  to 
the  dispensary. 

A register  of  diseases,  without  the  termination  of  cases,  appears  to  be  correctly  kept,  but 
none  are  recorded  in  detail.  By  this  register,  it  appears  that,  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December  1833,  there  were  attended  315  cases,  of  which  six  were  in  fever.  The  number 
of  sick  on  the  books,  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  was  33  : 
Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  -------30 

Attended  at  their  own  houses  3 


Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines 'are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though 
they  may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  has  not  been  refused  to  any  applicant,  for 
want  of  a governor’s  letter  of  recommendation,  during  this  year.  Each  annual  subscriber 
of  a guinea  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of 
daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  a radius  of  three  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  sucli 
visits.  The  medical  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  tlie  family  of  a 
subscriber,  but  they  receive  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vac- 
cination is  always  perfoi-med  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  small- 
pox, which  disease  has  not  been  freq^uent  during  the  last  seven  years  in  this  district.  The 
confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment 
to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensaiy  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recom- 
mendation. 

Lunatics  are  sent  to  Dublin,  and  on  this  subject  there  are  great  difficulties. 

The  general  management  is  under  the  direction  of  the  founder  of  the  estabhshment, 
through  a permanent  managing  committee,  which  consists  of  four.  • 

There  are  committee  meetings  once  every  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  half  of 
that  body.  There  are  no  directors  or  visitors  ex  officio. 

The  first  promoter  of  this  charity  acts  also  as  the  collector  and  treasurer.  He  gives  no 
security,  and,  receives  no  payment  for  his  services.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the 
right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is  the  annual  payment  of  a guinea. 

'’There  is  a female  servant  to  attend  the  dispensary,  who  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  annum. 

There  are  no  reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  drawn  up,  except  those  which  relate 
to  money  matters,  nor  are  there  any  standing  rules  or  bye-laws. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  31st  July  1834,  was — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - - -36-- 

Presentment  - - - - - - - - - -35-- 


£.70  - - 


There  are  fifteen  subscribers  for  the  year,  a guinea  being  the  lowest  sum  accepted  as  an 
annual  subscription.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  receive 
annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 
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The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  Slst  July  1834,  was— 

Apothecary’s  salary 
Medicines  - 

Servant’s  wages  - --  --  --  -- 


£.  s.  d. 
35  - - 
22  7 - 

3 - - 


Dispensaiues. 

Leinster. 
County  Meat5i. 

EranBinations  taken  by 
SirD.  Barry,  m.d. 


‘ Moynalty 

Dispensary. 

All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  apothecary.  

Tlie  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in  full  Accounts, 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  • 

There  are  also  general  meetings  of  the  governors  once  every  year,  which  are  usually 
attended  by  one-fourth  of  that  body,  and  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  regularly  regis- 
tered in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  but  only  so  far  as  relates  to  accounts. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 
The  Medical  Attendant. 


Oldcastle 

Dispensary. 


This  dispensary  was  established  by  the  neighbouring  gentry,  and  is  intended  for  the  sick 
poor  of  a distiict,  twelve  miles  by  seven  in  extent.  There  are  no  other  dispensa.nes  within  a 
radius  of  three  miles,  the  nearest,  wliich  is  at  Crossakeale,  in  this  county,  bemg  six  miles 
distant.  The  physician  was  of  opinion,  that  a few  beds  for  the  reception  of  serious  surgical 
cases  attached  to  his  dispensary  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  sick  poor  of  this  district. 
A small  fever  hospital,  to  which  severe  cases  might  be  early  removed,  would  tend  to  prevent 

the  spread  of  disease.  _ . 

The  house  consists  of  three  rooms,  and  its  condition  in  pomt  of  repair,  cleanliness,  &c., 
is  as  comfortable  and  as  orderly  as  can  be  required ; it  is  not  occupied  by  any  resident,  but 
is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  8 1,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasurer.  , tt  • c 

The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  the  institution  is  a graduate  ot  the  University  ot 
Dublin,  and  a licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  and  of  the  lying-in  hospital  there ; 
he  is  not  provided  with  apartments  at  the  dispensaiy  house  ; he  attends  at  the  dispensary 
twice  a week,  from  eleven  to  three  o’clock,  at  which  time  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the 
poor.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid. 
There  is  no  visiting  apothecary.  j?  t • • 

■ The  present  medical  attendant  was  elected  by.  the  subscribers  ; the  election  of  physician 
is  not  restricted  to  graduates  of  particular  universities.^  The  person  acting  as  apothecaiy 
must  be  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  When  the  last  vacancy  for  physician 
occurred  which  was  in  1831,  there  were  ten  candidates  for  the  situation.  Ihe  number  ot 
individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well- 
educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them,  hence  there  are  not  medical  men  in  the 
neighbourhood  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  to  the  dispensary  gratmtously. 

The  surgery  is  neat  and  orderly,  and  tlie  bottled  and  drawers  are  well  kept ; the  medicines 
are  in  ample  quantity,  of  the  best  quality  and  kind,  and  are  carefully  kept.  The  landlord 
of  the  dispensary  house  is  a member  of  the  committee.  The  amount  of  the  druggist  s bill 
from  July  1832  to  May  1834,  was  25Z.  3s.  2if.  _ ,i  , 4.  v v 

Tlie  register  of  diseases,  without  their  termmations,  appears  to  be  caretully  kept,  but 
none  of  the  more  important  cases  ai’e  recorded  in  detail ; the  number  of  sick  now  on  the 
books  is  about  30  ; viz. — 


Extent  of  Country. 


Building. 


Medical  Oificer. 


Election.- 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  - 
Attended  at  their  own  houses  - - - 


30 


Of  the  above  are,  Fevers 

Lunatic  - 


The  following  is  a return  from  the ' physician,  of  the  cases  (of  persons  having  tickets) 
treated  at  the  dispensaiy  during  the  year  1833  : — 

Fever 

Diarrhcea  and  dysentery  - - - - - - " 

Cholera 

Chronic  and  other  cases  - - - - - - ■ " 

Fractures  - - - - - - - "'"-,4 

Wounds  and  ulcers  - 

460 


There 
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Dispeksaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Meath. 

■Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.i>. 

Oldcastle 

Dispensary. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 

Officers  not 
medical. 


Rules. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


hledical  Instruction. 


There  are  many  relieved  -who  ai-e  not  in  this  return,  owing  to  their  not  having  brought 
tickets. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  The  medical  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the 
family  of  a subscriber.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  applicants  having  been  refused 
medical  assistance  from  their  being  without  a subscriber’s  ticket  this  year.  Each  annual 
subscriber  of  one  guinea  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  un- 
limited number  of  daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  a distance  of  six  miles  in  any  direction,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being- 
made  for  such  visits.  The  medical  officer  receives  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly 
or  indirectly.  Vaccination  is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good 
security  against  small-pox,  which  disease  is  said  to  have  been  frequent  during  the  last  two 
or  three  years  in  this  district ; the  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  not  strong,  nor 
is  it  increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity ; there  are 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  pai-ish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nomishment  to 
the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation ; 
the  physician  is,  however,  authorized  to  give  recommendations  to  bis  poor  patients,  ad- 
dressed to  the  lady  of  the  proprietors  of  Lougbcrew  House,  from  whom  they  receive  nourish- 
ment fitting  for  their  respective  cases. 

Lunatics  are  sent  to  Dublin,  and  are  difficult  to  be  provided  for. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  treasurer ; 
the  directors  and  visitors  ex  officio,  are  the  subscribers. 

The  collector  was  elected  by  the  subscribers ; he  gives  no  security,  but  holds  his  office 
permanently,  acting  gratuitously.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting 
at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is  the  payment  of  one  guinea  per  annum.  There  are  no 
servants  of  the  charity. 

The  following  alterations  in  the  general  management  of  the  institution  are  recommended 
by  the  committee  and  by  the  medical  officers ; annual  printed  reports,  appealing  to  the 
neighbouring  gentry,  and  a code  of  regulations,  also  printed  and  circulated,  would  be  an 
improvement  in  the  conducting  of  this  charity,  and  are,  indeed,  almost  indispensable  to  the 
good  government  and  success  of  all  similar  institutions.  No  general  reports  of  the  progress 
of  the  charity  are  drawn  up  or  printed  ; the  latest  contains  the  number  and  the  nature  of 
the  cases  in  which  patients  having  tickets  were  relieved.  There  are  no  standing  rules  or 
bye-laws. 

The  income  of  the  year  ending  31st  Jime  1833,  was  as  follows : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - - - -55  13- 

Presentment  - - - - - - - - - - -55  13- 


£.111  6 - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  eleven.  The  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscription 
accepted  is  a guinea,  the  highest  received  40  7.  from  one  principal  proprietor.  There  are  no 
medical  charities  in  this  bai-ony  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  coimty  rates. 
All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant. 

The  expenditure  for  one  year  was  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Physician’s  salary  - - - - - - - - - -70--- 

Rent  - - - - - - - - - - - - 8-  - 

Medicines  - - - - - - - - - - - 25  32 

£.103  3 2 


The  physician  provides  fuel  for  the  dispensary  out  of  his  salary. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  subscribers  in  full 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose.  There  are  also  general  meetings  of  the  governors  once  every 
year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  one-fourth  of  the  whole,  and  minutes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  the  purpose. 

There  is  no  medical  insti’uction.  Practitioners  established  in  the  neighbourhood  are  per- 
mitted to  witness  capital  operations,  and  to  see  remarkable  cases  when  they  occm-. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

A.  U.  Gledstanes,  esq.,  J.  f. The  Clergyman  of  the  parish,  three  other  members  of  the  committee, 

. and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

This  dispensary  was  established  by  the  surrounding  geutiy  in  the  year-  1833,  and  is 
intended  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  of  a district  seven  square  miles  in  extent.  There  are 
other  dispensaries  within  a radius  of  three  miles,  the  nearest  (which  is  in  Kilcock)  being 
only  one  mile  distant. 

The  house  consists  of  two  rooms  on  one  floor.  It  is  exceedingly  neat,  and  its  coiidition 
in  point  of  repair  is  very  satisfactory.  There  is  no  garden  attached,  nor  any  resident  in  the 
house.  It  is  given  rent  free  by  a magistrate  who  lives  close  by. 

The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  the  institution,  is  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  He  is  not  pro- 
vided with  apartments  at  the  dispensary  house.  He  attends  at  the  dispensary  twice  a week, 
from  11  to  2 o’clock,  at  which  time  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  Medical  duties 
are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid. 

There  is  no  visiting  apotliecary. 

The  present  medical  attendant  was  elected  by  the  subscribers.  The  election,  whether  it 
be  of  a physician  or  a surgeon,  is  not  restricted  to  graduates  of  particular  universities,  or  to 
licentiates,  or  members  of  particular  colleges.  The  person  acting  as  apothecary,  however, 
must  be  a licentiate  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  When  the  present  medical 
attendant  was  elected,  he  was  the  only  candidate  for  the  situation.  The  number  of  individuals 
able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  prac- 
titioners to  settle  amongst  them,  hence  there  are  no  medical  men  in  the  neighbourhood 
qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  to  the  dispensary  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  particularly  neat,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  very  well  kept.  The 
establishment  is  most  liberally  supplied  with  the  best  medicines,  kept  in  the  most  orderly 
manner.  None  of  the  persons  who  supply  articles  of  medicines,  &c.  are  members  of  Com- 
mittee. The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill  from  the  12th  March  1833  to  the  12th  March 
1834,  was  2il.  16s.  5d. 

The  register  of  diseases,  with  the  termination  of  the  several  cases,  appears  to  be  fairly 
kept ; but  no  cases  are  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  on  the  books  at  the  period 
of  this  examination  was  45  ; viz. — 

Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  - - - - - - -42 

Attended  at  their  own  houses  - - - - - - - 3 

45 


Amongst  the  above,  there  are  no  fever,  surgical  or  cholera  cases ; none  of  capital  operations 
or  of  lunatics.  The  following  is  a general  return  ii-om  the  surgeon  of  the  cases  treated  at 
this  dispensaiy. 


Designation  of  Disease. 

Remained  ut 
the  close  of 
1832. 

Admiltted 

during 

1833-1834. 

Total  treated 
during  the 

Discharged. 

Died. 

■i'l'v 

' a s,  S? 

- 

Died. 

Continued  Fever  - - - 

Intermitted  ditto  - - - 

Diarrhosa  and  Dysentery 
Cholera  - - - 

Chronic  and  other  cases 
Capital  operations 
Fractures  - 
Wounds  and  Ulcers 

Total  - - 

3 
13 

19 

2,267 

4 

34 

Dispensary  not 
Established. 

•S  w 0 

S ^ J 

S ^ 1 
<3  iSS 

^2,340 

^ i 

2,294  ■ 

29 

»7 

- - 

] 

1 28 

2,340 . 

- - 

2,340 

3,340 

2,294 

29 

17 

- - 

29 

The  fevers  were  generally  of  an  intermittent  type,  and  prevailed  most  in  April  1833. 
Of  the  above  were  treated  in  theii'  own  houses, 


Fevers  22 

Midwifery  cases  -----------17 


Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  The  medical  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the 
family  of  a subscriber.  There  have  been  no  cases  in  which  medical  attendance  has  been 
refused  to  applicants  from  their  being  without  subscribers’  tickets.  Each  annual  subscriber 
of  one  guinea  may  recommend  six  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  fifteen  daily 
patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  a distance  of  six  miles  in  any  direction  from  the  institution,  no  charge  or  allowance 
0.5.  M 4 for 


Dispensaries. 

County  Meath. 

Exnmiimtioiis  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  ji.d. 

Raddinsiowi 

Dispensary. 

Extent  of  Country. 
Building. 

Medical  Officers. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 
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Dispensaries,  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such  visits.  The  medical  officer  receives  no  gra,tuity  from 

chanty  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccination  is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and 

Leinster.  is  found  to  be  a sufficient  security  against  small-pox  •,  small-pox  has  not  been  frequent  during 
County  Meath.  the  last  year  in  this  district.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  strong  and 
. — , increasing. 

Sir  D^BsTr-v'ii.D"  ^ Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity ; there  are  no 
__'ll  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment  to 

Raddinstown  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  might  give  an  order  or  recom- 
Dispensary.  mendation. 

I I ^ - Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin. 

General  Manage-  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  a committee,  which 

ment.  consists  of  ninei  who  are  elected  annually  by  open  vote,  and  remain  in  office  one  year.  The 

surgeon  is  not  a member  of  the  committee.  There  are  committee  meetings  once  in  each 
quarter,  which  are  attended  by  a majority  of  that  body.  There  ai-e  general  meetings  of  the 
subscribers,  one  in  each  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  one-third  of  the  whole.  The 
minutes  of  the  first  meeting  are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose ; but  are 
not  printed.  There  are  no  ex  officio  directors  or  visitors. 

The  treasurer  is  elected  by  the  committee,  and  remains  in  office  from  year  to  year.  The 
present  treasurer  acts  also  as  collector,  so  far  as  receiving  the  subscriptions  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of 
medical  officers  is  the  payment  of  one  guinea  per  annum.  ■ Religious  belief  does  not  forma 
ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

There  is  one  female  servant,  whose  wages  are  4Z.  per  annum.  She  is  hired  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  may  be  discharged  by  them  or  by  the  medical  officer.  No  alterations  in  the 
•management  of  this  institution  are  suggested  by  the  committee  or  by  the  medical  officer. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  drawn  up,  and  to  be  printed  every  year.  The 
first  and  only  report  contains  the  minutes  of  the  first  meeting.  The  standing  rules  or  bye-laws 
are  embodied  in  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  meeting  held  at  Lhe  original  establishment  of 
this  institution. 

The  amount  of  income  for  one  year  was  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - 64-6 

Presentment  --------54-6 


£.108  - 6 


Officers  not 
medical. 


Attendant. 


fiepnrts. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  31,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  annual , subscription 
accepted  was  a guinea.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  w'hich  do  not  receive 
annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

Custody.  The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

Expenditure.  amount  of  expenditure  for  one  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Surgeon’s  salary  - --  -...54 

Medicines  - --  --  --  -24 

Servants’  wages  -------  4 


£.82  16  11 


s.  d. 
- 6 
16  11 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  committee. 

Accounts.  The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  committee  in  full 

, meetings  called  for  that  purpose. 


■I  I Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Ratoatk 

Dispensary.  The  Medical  Attendant. 


Extent  of  Country. 


Buildings. 


Medical  Officer. 


This  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1818,  by  the  neighbouring  gentry,  and  was  in- 
tended for  the  poor  of  a district  extending  over  four  square  miles.  There  is  no  other  dispensary 
nearer  than  that  at  Dunshaughlin,  which  is  three  miles  distant. 

The  buildings  for  the  purpose  of  the  dispensary,  &c.  consist  of  two  rooms  for  the  immediate 
business  of  it,  and  a dwelling  house.  The  state  of  the  entire,  in  point  of  repair,  cleanliness,  &c. 
is  respectable.  There  is  a garden  attached,  of  an  acre  in  extent.  The  house  is  occupied  by 
the  medical  attendant,  and  is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  11 Z.,  which  is  paid  by  the  physician 
from  his  salary. 

The  only  medical  officer  is  a graduate  of  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  and  a licensed 
accoucheur.  He  is  37  years 'of  age,  and  has  been  attached  to  the  dispensary  16  years.  He 
is  provided  with  apartments  at  the  dispensary  house  ; but  is  not  a member  of  the  committee. 
Attendance  is  given  by  him  three  times  a week,  from  nine  to  twelve  o’clock,  at  which  time 
prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  Medical  duties  are  never  performed  by  proxy,  whether 
paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

Both 
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Both  the  treasurer  and  the  physician  were  elected  hy  the  subscribers,  the  former  only  rs 
nermanent  In  the  election  of  a medical  officer,  whether  it  be  for  physician  or  for  amgeon, 
there  is  no  restriction  as  to  particular  universities  or  colleges.  When  the  last  vacancy  for 
ohvsician  occurred,  which  was  in  1818,  there  were  four  candidates.  The  number  of  indi- 
viduals able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated 
practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them ; hence  there  are  no  medical  men  within  4ve  rmies  who 

L qualified  or  disposed  to  give  their  services  gratuitously.  . mi  a- 

The  sui-eery  is  not  inconvenient ; the  bottles  and  di-awers  are  pretty  well  kept.  Ihe  medi- 
cines are  ordered  from  Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer ; they  appear  to  be  in  ample 
quantity  and  of  the  best  kind.  The  landlord  of  the  dispensary  is  not  a member  of  the 
committee,  but  the  person  who  supplies  the  medicines  is  a member.  The  amount  of  the 
druggist’s  bill  from  1st  July  1833  to  3d  June  1834,  20  Z.  11  s.  3tf. 

• A register,  with  the  terminations  of  cases,  appears  to  have  been  most  carefully  kept  for  16 
years,  but  no  cases  are  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  now  on  the  books  is  20  ; viz. 

Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  ------  12 

Attended  at  their  own  houses  - --  --  --  8 


Of  the  above  cases  there  were  four  of  fever,  and  three  of  dysentery. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  There  was  not  any  applicant  refused  medical  assistance  from  want  of 
a governor’s  letter  of  recommendation  during  this  year.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  a guinea 
may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of  daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings 
within  a radius  of  four  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such 
visits.  The  medical  officers  are  paid  for  their  attendance  when  called  into  the  famiW  of  a 
subscriber,  but  they  receive  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vacci- 
nation is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  not  to  be  a good  security  against  small- 
pox which  disease  is  now  frequent  in  this  district.  Nearly  a hundred  cases  have  occurred 
since  spring.  The  medical  officer  sometimes  inoculates,  and  with  respect  to  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  vaccination,  it  appears  that  it  is  shaken. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are  no 
charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment  to 
the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 
Lunatics  are  sent  to  Dublin.  _ , , . 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors 
through  a managing  committee,  which  consists  of  seven,  but  which  seldom  meets.  They 
remain  in  office  from  year  to  year,  though  not  annually  elected. 

There  are  committee  meetings  once  eveiy  year,  which  are  generally  well  attended.  _ 

The  treasurer  acts  also  as  collector.  He  vras  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  and  gives  no 
security.  The  appointment  is  permanent,  but  no  salary  is  attached  to  it.  The  qualification 
necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is  the  annual  payment 
of  a guinea.  With  regard  to  religious  belief,  it  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a 
candidate  of  any  class. 

There  are  no  servants  employed  at  the  dispensary. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  veiy  carefully  drawn  up,  but  not  printed  every 
year.  The  latest  printed  was  for  the  year  ending  30th  November  1833,  by  which  it  appears, 
that,  during  that  year,  the  cases  treated  were,  of 

Continued  Fever  _ - - 

Diarrhcna  and  Dysentery 
Cholera  and  other  chronic  cases 
Wounds  and  Ulcers 

Total  - - - 1,378 


146 

113 

- - - - 1,085 

34 


The  standing  rules  and  bye-laws  for  the  government  of  the  affairs  of  this  charity  are 
also  printed. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  1st  May  1834,  was, — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - - * -39  18- 

Presentment  - - - - - - - ~ " -39  18- 


£.  79  16  - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  24,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscrip- 
tion accepted  one  guinea.  One  nobleman  subscribes  10 /.  annually.  There  are  no  medical 
charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

0.5»  N Tae 
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The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  1st  May  1834,  was  83/.  11  s.  3</.,  viz. 

£.  5.  d. 

Physician’s  salary,  in  which  the  rent  of  the  house  is  included  - 63  - - 
Medicines  - - - - - - - - - -20  11  3 

£.83  11  3 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  tre^-surer  to  the  order  of  the  medical  officer  and 
committee. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in  full 
meeting,  called  for  that  purpose.  There  are  also  general  meetings  of  the  governors  once 
every  year,  which  are  usually  attended  by  one  half  of  that  body,  and  minutes  of  their 
proceedings  are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  but  only  so  far  as 
relates  to  accounts. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

This  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1808,  by  a noble  proprietor,  and  u-as  intended 
for  the  sick  poor  within  a district  of  six  square  miles.  There  are  no  other  dispensaries 
within  three  miles ; that  at  Collon,  in  the  county  Louth,  being  four  miles  distant. 

The  dispensary-house  consists  of  two  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  and  its  state,  as  to  repair, 
cleanliness,  &c.,  is  good ; there  is  no  garden  attached  to  it,  and  the  house  is  not  occupied  by 
any  resident ; it  is  hired  of  the  origmal  founder  of  the  charity,  at  an  annual  rent  of  four 
guineas,  which  is  paid  by  tlie  treasurer. 

The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  the  institution  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Dubhn,  33  years  of  age,  who  has  been  seven  years  attached  to  the  dispensary;  he  is  not 
provided  unth  apartments  in  the  dispensary-house.  Attendance  is  given  by  the  physician 
three  days  in  the  week,  from  ten  to  twelve  o’clock,  at  which  time  prescriptions  are  dispensed 
to  the  poor.  Medical  duties  are' never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or 
unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  is  pennanent,  but  receives  no  payment. 
The  medical  attendant  was  elected  by  the  committee  in  1827.  The  election  of  physician  is 
not  restricted  to  graduates  of  any  paificular  university ; when  the  last  vacancy  occurred, 
which  was  in  1827,  there  were  sixteen  candidates.  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay 
for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to 
settle  amongst  them,  hence  there  are  no  medical  men  residing  within  five  miles  of  the 
dispensary,  who  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  tolerably  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  pretty  well  kept.  The 
various  artifeles  being  low  in  quantity  at  present,  an  order  has  been  sent  to  Dublin,  and  a 
supply  is  daily  expected. 

The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill,  from  May  1832  to  May  1833,  was  30/. 

There  has  not  been  a register  of  diseases  kept  since  1832,  nor  are  there  any  cases 
recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  patients  who  come  daily  to  the  dispensary  average 
about  - - - - - - - - - _ -40 

And  of  those  who  are  attended  at  their  own  houses  - - _ 6 


Total  - - 


Of  the  above,  there  were  six  cases  of  typhus  fever,  and  one  surgical  case — a fractured.  leg. 
The  following  is  a copy  of  the  medical  attendant’s  note,  on  the  subject  of  the  diseases 
treated  at  the  dispensary  : “Number  of  patients  admitted,  4,000.  By  far  the  most  con- 
siderable of  this  number  were  chronic  cases,  of  which  the  diseases  of  the  prima  via  were 
conspicuous,  viz.  dyspepsia,  diarrlrma,  dysentery  and  common  cholera.  Fever  prevailed  to  a 
considerable  extent,  chiefly  in  the  mountains ; and  its  type  was,  in  most  instances,  of  the 
low  typhoid  kind.  The  mortality,  however,  was  very  inconsiderable,  perhaps  not  one  in 
twenty.  A good  deal  of  fever  prevailed  in  the  town  of  Slane ; but,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, was  confined  to  children.  Its  character,  however,  was  precisely  the  same ; and  in 
one  instance,  I could  trace  the  developement  of  the  fever  now  prevalent  in  the  mountains 
to  that  among  the  children  of  Slane.  Those  cases  of  the  acute  kind,  such  as  fevers, 
accidents,  difficult  labours,  miscai’riages,  &c.  were  all  visited  at  the  respective  houses  of  the 
patients,  as  often  as  the  exigencies  of  their  cases  demanded.” 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  case  of  an  applicant  having  been 
refused  medical  assistance  for  want  of  a governor’s  letter  of  recommendation.  Each  annual 
subscriber  of  a guinea,  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  their  own  houses,  besides 
an  unlimited  number  of  daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings 
within  a radius  of  four  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  being  made  for  horse-hire  for  suSi 
visits.  The  medicM  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the  family  of  a 
subscriber,  but  receives  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccination 

is 
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IS  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  -to  be  a good  security  against  small-pox, 
which  disease  has  been  very  frequent  during  the  last  four  or  five  years,  and  fatal  in  many 
cases.  Inoculation  is  privately  carried  on  to  a considerable  extent,  even  in  Drogheda.  The 
confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  strong.  , - , - mi 

Ai-ticles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  chanty.  There  are 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fiiel  or  nourishment  to 
the  helpless  poor-,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 
The  oirly  charitable  fund  is  that  collected  at  the  church  on  Sundays.  With  regard  to 
lunatic  patients,  they  are  sent  to  Dublin. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Rector  of  the 
parish  and  the  medical  attendant.  There  is  no  managing  committee. 

The  Rector  is  an  ex  officio  director.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting 
at  the  election  of  medical  officers,  is  the  payment  of  a guinea  annually.  Religious  behef 
does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  annually  drawn  up,  but  not  printed. 

The  amoimt  of  income  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : 

£.  5.  d. 

Subscriptions  - --  --  --  - 60  - - 

Presentment  - - - - - - - 60  - - 


£.  120  - - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  ten,  and  the  low?est  rate  of  annual  sub- 
scription accepted  a guinea.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony,  which  do  not 
receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  tfeasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  one  year  was  as  follows  : 


£,  s.  d. 

Physician’s  salary  - - - - - - - 84-- 

Rent  -----  ----  - 44- 

Medicines  - --  --  --  --  30  - - 


£.118  4 - 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasm-er  to  the  order  of  the  physician. 

The  accounts  are  not  audited,  but  a report  is  submitted  to  the  grand  jury.  There  are  no 
general  meetings  of  the  governors. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  medical  instruction  is  given. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

This  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1830  by  the  neighbouring  gentry,  and  intended 
for  the  sick  poor,  of  a district  six  miles  by  twp  in  extent.  There  is  no  other  dispensary 
within  a radius  of  three  miles,  that  at  Julianstown  being  the  nearest,  which  is  three  miles 
and  a half  distant. 

The  house  consists  of  one  room,  the  state  of  which,  as  to  repair,  cleanliness,  &c.,  is  very 
respectable.  There  is  no  garden  attached,  nor  is  the  house  occupied  by  any  resident.  It  is 
hired  at  an  aimual  rent  of  4?.,  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

A member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  London,  is  the  only  medical  officer  connected 
with  this  institution.  He  is  not  provided  with  apartments  at  the  dispensary  house,  nor  is 
he  a member  of  the  committee.  He  is  surgeon  to  the  Balbriggan  dispensary,  at  an  addi- 
tional salary  of  fi'om  80  Z.  to  100  Z.  a year,  varying  according  to  the  income  of  the  charity. 
He  attends  the  Stamullen  establishment  on  one  day  in  the  week,  from  twelve  to  two  o’clock, 
at  which  time  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to  the  poor.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently 
performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  is  permanent.  _ The  surgeon  was  also 
elected  by  the  subscribers.  In  an  election,  whether  it  be  for  physician  or  surgeon,  there 
is  no  restriction  as  to  graduates  of  particular  universities  or  colleges.  When  the  last 
vacancy  for  surgeon  occurred,  which  was  in  1830,  there  \yas  but  one  candidate.  The 
number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is  not  sufficient  to  in- 
duce well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them  \ hence  there  are  no  medical 
residing  within  five  miles  of  the  dispensary,  who  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their 
services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  neat  and  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  well  kept.  Ihe  medical 
attendant’s  medicine-chest  seems  to  be  very  well  supplied  with  medicines  of  the  be^  kind. 
The  medicines  are  paid  for  by  the  funds  of  the  charity.  Neither  the  landlord  of  the  dis- 
pensary, nor  any  of  the  persona  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of  medicine,  &c.  are  members 
of  the  committee.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill  from  26th  July  1833  to  2d  June  1834, 
was  20  Z.  Is.  4«Z,  including  about  16s.  for  printing,  &c. 
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Dispensaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Meath. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.i>. 

Stamulkn 

Dispensary. 


A register  of  important  diseases,  without  the  termination  of  cases,  appears  to  be  regulavl 
kept,  but  there  are  none  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  now  on  the  books  is  17, 
viz. : — 

Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  - - - - - - 13 

Attended  at  tlieir  own  houses  - 4 

17 

Of  the  above  there  was  one  fever  case. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


RETU-RN 

for 

E!ie  Year. 

1 Admitted 
during 

1833. 

Total  treated  I 
during  ^ 

tlie  Year. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Continued  Fever 

19 

i-  - - 

8 

Diarrhcea  and  Dysentery  - 

23 

No  regular  account  can 

Cholera  - . - - 

1 

^ 5>046 

j be  given  of  dispen* 

Capital  operations 

7 

i sary  practice  on  this 

Fractures  and  Dislocations  - 

6 

1 

head. 

Wounds  and  Ulcers  • 

6 

1 

Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Jlanage- 
ment. 


Managing 
Committee. 
_ Officers  not 
medical. 


Attendants. 


Reports. 
Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  has  not  been  refused  to  any  applicant  for  not 
having  a governor’s  letter  of  recommendation  during  this  year-  Each  annual  subscriber  of 
a guinea  may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  their  own  houses,  besides  an  unlimited 
number  of  daily  patients  to  be  seen  at  the  dispensary. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensaryare  visited  at  their  own  houses,  within 
a distance  of  three  miles,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  sucli  visits. 
The  medical  officer  is  paid  for  his  attendance  when  called  in  to  the  mmily  of  a subscriber, 
but  receives  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccination  is  always 
performed  gratuitously,  and  is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  small-pox,  which  disease 
has  not  been  frequent  during  the  last  three  years  at  Stamullen.  The  confidence  of  the  public 
in  vaccination  is  strong  and  increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  ai’e 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  this  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment 
to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommen- 
dation. Lunatics  are  sent  to  Dublin,  and -the  difficulties  on  this  subject  are  great. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors, 
through  a managing  committee,  which  consists  of  seven,  who  are  elected  annually  by  open 
vote,  and  remain  in  office  from  year  to  yeai’. 

There  are  committee  meetings  four  times  every  year,  which  are  generally  well  attended. 
Two  subscribers  act  as  the  directors,  and  visitors  ex  officio. 

The  surgeon  is  also  the  collector,  and  as  such  was  appointed  by  the  treasurer.  He  gives 
no  security,  and  remains  in  office  from  year  to  year,  but  receives  no  payment.  The  quali- 
fication necessary  to  give  tlie  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers  is  the 
payment  of  a guinea  annually. 

There  are  no  servants  employed  at  the  dispensary. 

The  medical  attendant  suggested  that  the  balance  of  17?.  is.,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  might  be  beneficially  employed  in  affording  nourislunent  to  very  urgent  indigent 
cases,  at  his  recommendation. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  chai-ity  are  drawn  up  aud  printed,  together  with  the 
.standing  rules  or  bye-laws,  and  were  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - - 4oi5_ 

Presentment  - - - - - - - - 40  15- 


£.81  10  - 


The  munber  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  sixteen,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  anminl 
subscription  accepted,  one  guinea. 

There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony,  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the 


county  rates. 

p , Tlie  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

° The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : 

Expenditure.  £ s d 

Surgeon’s  salary  -------  - 52-- 

Reut  - --  --  --  --  - 4__ 

Medicines,  including  stationery  and  printing  - - - 20  1 4 


£.76  1 4 ■ 

All 
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All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treas\irer  to  the  order  of  the  committee. 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in  full 
•meeting  called  for  that  purpose'.  There  is  also  a general  meeting  of  the  governors  once 
every  year,  which  is  usually  attended  by  about  one-third  ,of  that  body,  and  minutes  of  their 
proceedings  are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose. 


Person  lolio  attended  the  'Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

This  charity  was  estabHshed  in  the  year  1817,  by  the  late  Countess  of  Becfive,  and  was 
intended  for  the  sick  poor  of  a district  five  miles  by  three  in  extent.  There  are  no  other 
dispensaries  within  a radius  of  three  miles,  the  nearest  being  four  miles  distant. 

The  house  consists  of  six  rooms,  or  two  stories,  and  its  state  as  to  repair,  cleanliness,  &c. 
is  respectable.  There  is  a garden  attached  to  it  of  about  a quarter  of  an  acre  in  extent. 
The  house  is  occupied  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  12Z. 
which  is  paid  by  the  occupant. 

The  only  medical  officer  connected  with  this  institution  is  a member  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons  ^idinburgh,  acting  also  as  an  accoucheur.  He  is  forty  years  of  age,  and  has  been 
attached  to  the  dispensary  fifteen  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  committee.  The  medical 
attendant  resides  at  the  institution,  and  is  consequently  in  constant  attendance.  Prescrip- 
tions are  dispensed  to  the  poor  by  him  at  all  hours.  He  is  also  surgeon  to  the  A^her 
Dispensary,  at  an  additional  salary  of  40  Z.  per  annum,  and  to  Rathmolion  ibispensary,  at  50  Z. 
per  annum.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or 
unpaid.  The  medical  attendant  sometimes  employs  his  brother  to  do  his  duty  for  him. 
There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  appointed  by  the  founder  of  the  charity,  and  is  permanent.  The 
surgeon  was  elected  by  the  subscribers.  In  the  election  of  physician,  or  that  of  sur- 
geon, there  is  no  restriction  as’  to  graduates  of  particular  universities,  or  to  members  of 
particular  colleges.  The  number  o?  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this 
district  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them.  This 
village,  however,  appears  to  be  highly  respectable,  and  there  is  a comfortable  inn.  The 
country  about  is  rich.  In  consequence  of  the  usual  county  gi-ant  having  been  refused  to  this 
dispensary  last  Wednesday,  on  account  of  the  principal  subscriber  having  withdrawm  his 
subscription  of  25 1.  per  annum,  the  medical  attendant  states,  that  he  is  about  to  take  a 
qualified  apothecary  into  partnership,  and  to  open  an  apothecary’s  shop  in  Summerhill,  in 
order  to  prevent  a competitor  settling  there.  This,  he  states,  has  been  long  wished  for  by 
the  inhabitants.  There  are  no  medical  men  residing  within  three  miles  of  the  dispensary, 
wlio  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  sendees  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  neat  and  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  cai-efully  kept.  Neither 
the  landlord  of  the  house,  nor  any  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of  medi- 
cine, &c.,  are  members  of  the  committee.  All  money  documents  are  said  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer,  who  was  not  present  at  this  examination. 

A register  of  disease,  mthout  the  termination  of  cases,  appears  to  be  imperfectly  kept, 
and  no  cases  are  recorded  in  detail.  Neither  the  treatment,  nor  is  the  termination  of  tne 
cases,  noted.  The  number  of  sick  now  on  the  books  is  25  ; viz. 


Patients  who  come  to  the  Dispensary  -----  22 

Attended  at  their  own  houses  -------3 


25 

Tliose  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  Medical  assistance  was  not  refused  to  any  applicant,  during  this  year, 
for  want  of  a governor’s  letter.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  a guinea  may  recommend 
patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of  daily  patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  a radius  of  three  miles ; no  change  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being  made  for  such 
■visits.  The  medical  officere  are  paid  for  their  attendance  when  called  in  to  the  family  of  a 
subscriber,  hut  they  receive  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vacci- 
nation is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and,  according  to  the  medical  attendant,  is  not  found 
to  be  a perfect  security  against  small-pox,  which  disease  has  not  been  frequent  during  the 
last  15  years  in  this  district.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  considerably 
increasing. 

Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are 
no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothmg,  fuel  or  nourishment 
to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recom- 
in^dation.  Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dubin  : they  occur  but  rarely. 

g®riei-al  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  committee, 
consists  of  three  or  four,  who  are  permanent. 

V ^1'®  committee  meetings  oiice  every  year,  which  are  generally  attended  by  one-half 

■01  that  body,  and  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  regularly  registered  in  a book  kept  for 
that  purpose,  only  relatively  to  the  accounts. 
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Dispensaries.  The  collector  was  appointed  hy  the  founder  of  the  charity  ; he  gives  no  security,  hut 

receives  no  payment  for  his  services.  The  qualification  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting 

, Leitister.  at  the  election  of  medical  officers,  is  the  payment  of  a guinea  annually.  Religious  belief 
County  Meath.  (jggg  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

Examinationstaken by  It  does  not  appear  that  there  ate  any  servants  employed  at  this  dispensary.  This  insti- 
sirD.Barry.u.D.  tution  will  cease  to  exist  on  1st  July  next  (1834);  the  largest  subscriber,  on  whose  bounty 

. the  continuance  of  the  charity  mainly  depended,  having  withdrawn  his  subscription  of  25 1. 

SummerUll  pgj.  annum. 

Dispensary.  Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  have  never  been  drawn  up  since  1819.  There  are 
— “ no  written  laws  or  rules  for  the  government  of  this  establishment. 

Reports.  amount  of  income  for  the  year  was  as  follows : — 


Accounts.  £.  s.  d. 

Receipts.  Subscriptions  - - - - - - - - 40  9- 

Presentment  - - - - - - - - - 40  9- 


f.  80  18  - 


Custody. 

Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  year  was  22,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscription 
accepted,  one  guinea.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  receive 
arintial  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Surgeon’s  salary  - --  --  --  - 40  - - 

Rent  - - - - - - - - ■ -12-- 

Medicines  - - - - - - - ■ -'30  17  6^ 

£.82  17 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  (who  is  also  the  collector),  to  the  order  of 
the  medical  attendant.  _ , -i  • c n 

The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  subscribers  m full 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  The  last  certificate  of  the  audit  of  the  accounts  is  signed 
by  the  treasurer  only. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Trim  Dispensary. 


The  Medical  Attendant. 


Extent  of  Countrj’. 


Building. 


Medical  Officer. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


This  charity  was  established  in  the  year  1811  by  private  subscription,  being  intended  for 
the  sick  poor  of  a district  seven  square  miles  in  extent.  There  are  no  other  dispensaries 
within  a radius  of  three  miles,  the  nearest,  which  is  at  Summerhill,  being  five  miles  distant. 

The  house  consists  of  two  small  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  and  its  state  as  to  repair, 
cleanliness,  &c.  is  as  neat  as  circumstances  will  allow.  There  is  no  garden  attached  to  the 
dispensary,  nor  is  the  house  occupied  by  any  resident.  It  is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  six 
guineas,  which  is  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

Tlie  only  medical  officer  connected  with  tliis  establishment  is  a graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin.  He  is  40  years  of  age,  and  has  been  attached  to  the  dispensary  15  years. 
He  is  not  provided- with  apartments  in  the  dispensary  house.  Neither  the  physician  nor  the 
apothecary  are  members  of  the  committee.  The  medical  attendant  holds  also  the  appoint- 
ment of  surgeon  to  the  gaol  of  Trim,  for  which  he  receives  an  additional  sa.lary  of  73^.  per 
annum ; he  attends  twice  a week  at  one  o’clock,  at  which  time  prescriptions  are  dispensed  to 
the  poor.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid. 
There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  ti-easurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  remains  hr  office  frorn  year  to  year.  The 
physician  was  also  elected  by  the  subscribers.  In  the  election,  whether  it  be  for  physician 
or  for  surgeon,  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  graduates  of  particular  universities,  or  to 
members  of  particular  colleges.  When  the  last  vacancy  for  physician  occurred,  which  was 
in  1819,  there  were  two  candidates.  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medicd 
advice  in  this  district  is  considered  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle 
amongst  them  ; yet  there  are  no  medical  men  residing  within  five  miles  of  the  dispensary, 
who  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  neat  and  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  well  kept.  The  medicines 
now  in  hand  are  ample  in  quantity,  of  the  best  description,  and  are  well  kept.  Neither  the 
landlord  of  the  dispensary,  nor  any  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of  medicine, 
&c.  are  members  of  the  committee.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill  produced  at  this 
examination,  from  June  1833  to  May  1834,  was  25Z.  9s.  8c?. 

A register 
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A register  of  cases,  but  not  with  their  terminations,  appeai-s  to  be  kept,  and  some  of  the 
more  important  cases  are  instructively  recorded  in  detail.  Tlie  number  of  sick  on  the  books 
was  40 ; viz. 

Patients  who  come  to  the  dispensary  ------  s(j 

Attended  at  their  own  houses  - --  --  --  4 


Appendix  (B.) 
Dispessajues. 


Leinster. 
County  hleatb. 


ExRminaiioiis  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 


Trim  Dispensary. 


Of  the  above  there  was  one  fever  case.  A return  of  diseases  treated  at  the  Trim  dis-  patients’  Registra- 
pensary  cannot  be  made  out  from  the  books  of  the  institution. 


Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they  Who  entitled  to 
may  be  subscribers.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  applicant  was  refused  medical  assistance  Relief. . 
from  not  having  a governor’s  letter  during  this  year.  Each  annual  subscriber  of  one  pound, 
may  recommend  patients  to  be  visited  at  home,  besides  an  unlimited  number  of  daily 
patients. 

Such  patients  as  are  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  tlreir  own  dwellings 
within  a distance  of  seven  miles  in  any  direction,  no  charge  nor  allowance  for  horse-hire  being 
made  for  such  visits.  The  medical  ofBcers  ai-e  paid  for  their  attendance  when  called  in  to 
the  family  of  a subscriber,  but  they  receive  no  gratuity  from  charity  patients,  directly  or 
indirectly.  Vaccination  is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and  is  foun^  to  be  a good  security 
against  small-pox,  wliich  disease  has  not  been  frequent  during  the  last  15  years  m Trim.  The 
medical  attendant  was  of  opinion  that  he  had  not  seen  more  than  five  cases  during  that  time. 

The  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  strong,  and  is  increasing. 


Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are 
no  charitable  fimds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nom-ishment  to 
the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 

Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin,  but  they  ai-e  not  always  received  there. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  treasurer. 

'There  are  no  committee  meetings,  nor  are  there  any  ex  officio  directors  or  visitors. 

The  collector  and  treasurer  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  and.  holds  office  permanently, 
giving  no  security, _ but  performing  its  duties  gratuitously.  The  qualification  necessary  to 

gve  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers,  is  the  subscription  annually  of  1 1. 
eiigious  bebef  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

The  dispensary  is  attended  by  one  female  servant,  who  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  2 1.  per  annum. 
She  is  hired  by  the  subscribers,  and  may  be  discharged  by  them. 

In  this  institution  there  are  no  repoi-ts  of  its  progress,  either  drawn  up  or  printed ; nor  are 
there  any  standing  rules  or  bye-laws. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 

Officers  not 
medical. 


Attendant. 


Reports. 


The  amount  of  mcome  for  the  year  was  as  follows : — ^ j * 

•'  lundsandAc- 

f . 5.  counts ; Receipts. 

Subscriptions  - - 43  _q 

Presentment  - --  --  --  - 49-6 


£.  96 


1 - 


The  number  of  subscribers  for  the  present  year  (1834)  is  25  ; and  the  lowest  rate  of  annual 
subscription  accepted  is  1 1.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not 
receive  annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  vrith  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  was  as  follows Expenditure. 


Physician’s  salary  - 
Apothecary’s  ditto  - 
• Rent  - - - 

Printing  and  stationery 
Medicines 
Servant’s  wages 
Sundries  - - - 


£.  s.  d. 
46  - 

15  - - 

6 6 - 
- 10  - 
25  9 8 

2 - - 
2 7- 


£.96  18  8 


All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer,  to  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant. 

meltSm  “‘*‘*®‘*  There  are  no  general  Accounts, 

meetmgs  ot  the  goremors,  nor  are  there  any  minntes  of  then'  proceedings. 
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Dispessabies. 

Xcwwfer. 
Coiincy  Wicklow. 

Examinations  taken  bj 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

Blessivgto?! 

Dispensary. 

Extent  of  Country. 
Medical  Attendant. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Plianuacy, 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Who  entitled  to 
Ilelic-f. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Managing 

CoinmiUee. 


APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /row  (he  COMMISSIONERS /or 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

Toe  disoensary  of  Blessliigton  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  within  a considOTable 
cirSt.  CneJi-est  dispeiisiries  in  any  direct  e^St  ® “■ 

The  two  former  being  distot  about  10  miles,  and  the  latter  not  less  than  ewht. 

The  medical  attendant  is  a gentleman,  29  years  of  age,  wb)  having  fulfilled  his  period  of 
study  in  Dublin  ivlierehe  obtained  the  diploma  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  iii  Ireland, 
and  gmdiTated  in  the  university,  was  elected  to  discharge  the  J^tSsTo  ZIZl 

and  acconchem-  to  the  establishment  about  three  years  ago  His  qnalihcations  to  pi  aclice 
midwifery  are  derived  from  his  education  at  the  Dublin  iTOg-iu  Hospital.  He  is  not 
SSed  to  any  other  medical  or  charitable  institntion,  but  he  is  at  all  times  permitted  to 

attend  to  the  calls  ofhis  private  practice,  and  to  extend  it.  , , , , . j, 

It  is  contrary  to  onstom,  that  the  duties  of  the  medical  attendant  should  be  performed  by 
nroxv  Tnd  h?s  stated  that  the  usage  has  never  been  deviated  from  except  on  one  occasion, 
Etirsanctionofthe  committee  was  obtained  to  the  mtrodnction  of  a temporary  sab- 
stitute  who  was-  a licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  i n +i 

The  fixed  days  for  attending  to  the  poor  of  the  district  are  two  m each  week.  On  these 
they  mfreceivld  at  the  dispeLry,  and  arc  provided  with  the  inedioines  deemed  necessary 
iShirto  this,  however,  the  medical  attendant  prescribes  for  all  patients  who  present 
themselves  during  one  hour  every  morning  at  Ins  private  residence.  , a . a 

HisTaSry,  whin  first  appointed  to  his  present  situafron,  was 
annnaninions  vote  of  the  governors,  it  has  2num^ 

is  provided  to  assist  him  in  the  dispensing  of  medicine,  who  is  paid  o t.  per  annum. 

Sie  officS  connected  with  this  charity  are  filled  by  election  of  the  subscribers ; the  mode 
f 1 +•  Qn^l  tlifi  (ipfails  of  it  being  always  arranged  in  conformity  with  the  Act  of  Parha- 
rn.fr  Se  apptS^^  a-  Lid  only  so  long  as  the  good  conduct  of  each 

Ser  en«le?'him  to  the  approbation  of  the  electing  body  5 however,  it  has  not  hitherto 

''“Sli”thl  IitSe  relffedT  s^plieThTthf  M2sTs.°Boileau  & George  druggists  of 
eminelf  in  Mlin.  Vis  Arm  suKcribes  to  this  dispensary  as  well  as  to  others  to  wlucli 
ZZZZv  *ugs.  They  are  therefore  governors,  but  it  is  stated  that  they  never  exercise 
ihSrSge  hl  taking  L't  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings.  Jhe  expense  of  medicines 
has  iS  rSdS^nrdunLthe  last  three  years,  having  averaged  about  15i.  per  aiinum 
iraddit™rto  medicine,  there  is  a stock  of  pharmaceutic  apparatus  and  utensils,  provided 
for  the  pf  pises  of  the  Charity,  and  these  it  is  not  permitted  either  to  the  officers  or 

of  the  assistance  offered  by  this  charity  is 
ascertaSd  by  a register,  in  Vich  are  entered  the  number  of  persons  who  make  application 
foi  relief  together  w^^^^  in  which  all  cases  have  been  treated,  and  the  result  of 

i t This  revister  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  from  it,  it  appears  that 

roItTir  tsoIfS^^^  each  of  the  last  three  years..  Of  this  number 

Mlfsf  emeiflths  were  cases  of  a purely  medical  chaiactcr  -J  consistedm 

equal  parts  of  cases  requiring  surgical  assistance,  and  of  cases  of  lymg-m  women. 

■ This  disnensarv  does  not  count  any  of  the  humbler  classes  of  society  among  its  subserjers, 
and  from  tL  evidence  which  was  given  it  would  appear  that  its  aid  is  strictly  limited  to  those 
Illy  will  ItlCState  the  priper  .objects  of  its  benefits,  that  is,  to  those  whose  ciremn- 

stances  entM  them  to  cironmstances  he  considered  that  he 

I,  M nVlf  torendrh  sSlVs^ 

a ‘l''=  bcarertobe  attended  to, 

r“:  reridid  ll  1 uTrslt  If  frle^^^^^  and  that  hi  always  deemed  It  hjs  duty  to  visit  a 
Ihefr  hluses  MV  person  whose  case  required  unusual  attention,  provided  that  a request  0 
such  cE  wcrl  boinc  on  the  recommendation  of  the  governor.”  He  also  attended  lying-m 
llles  under  thl  same  circumstances.  He  added,  that  “ in  the  many  ao^  diseases  which 
admit  of  no  delay,  daily  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  physician  was  absolutely  iiecessaiy  , 
-lldli.lt  In  fact  olcasioLl  visits,  except  to  persons.labonring  under  chrome  disorders,  were  of 

“Thrsllil  witness  goes  on  to  say,  that  “he  has,  in  many  instances,  been  summoned  to 
visit  laSs  who  werl  supposed  to  be  afflicted  with  different  d.stempcre,  wh^  on  exainma- 
Sl  CvId  to  he  If  such  a character  as  would  be  far  better  treated  by  ^.berai  supply  of 
wholesome  and  nutritious  food,  than  by  any  medioine  whatsoever  . It  is,  thcrefoi  e,  a P”' 

the  design  of  the  chaiity  to  furnish  wine  and  other  matters  in  those  cases  which  may 

'‘VTpiltltEllltrSnati^^  have  been  oeeasionallvmadeto  the  medical  attendant 
Havmo- no  other  mode  of  affording  assistance  in  such  cases,  betas  made  use  of  ins  mflueuce 
to Sltail  admission  in  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,  ami  has  been  generally  successfah 
Ihe  mmiUment  of  the  institution  is  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  77^  77- 

Zu aaei”  " afl  la  a.l.ge .tt.idsM. »f 

dettils  of  the  charity ; but  they® are  stated  never  to  have  performed  tins  duty,  so  *at  ^Eal 
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Appecdix  (Bv> 


interval  of  the  general  meetings  of  the  governors,  there  is  in  trutli  no  superintendence,  inas- 
much as  no  visitor  is  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

The  appointments  in  this  establishment  seem  to  be  quite  uninfluenced  by  sectarian  feeling. 
At  present  the  physician  is  a Protestant,  and  the  servant  who  has  been  already  mentioned  is 
a Dissenter. 

A copy  of  tile  rules  and  regulations  for  the  general  conduct  of  the  institution  and  of  its 
officers  was  submitted  to  the  examination:  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner. 

The  following  table  presents  a view  of  the  annual  income  and  expenditurefor  the  last  three 
years  : the  income  resulting  partly  from  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  partly  from  pre- 
sentment by  the  grand  jury. 

£••  s.  d.  I £.  5.  d. 


Income  in  1S31 
„ 1832 

1833 


140 

140 

140 


Expenditure  in  1831  - - 120  - - 

„ 1832  - - 120  - - 

)j  1833  - - 120  - - 


Dispexsaries. 

LeUister. 
County  Wicklow. 

£:;amiiiatiun$t!;ken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

Blessingtnn 

Dispensary. 


Funds,  and. 

Accounts 

Receipts. 


The  funds  remain  until  they  are  required  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  who,  though  not  a Custody, 
paid  officer,  is  held  accountable  for  their  disposal,  both  to  the  grand  jury  and  to  the 
governors.  He  is  not  authorized  to  discharge  any  bill,  until  it  has  previously  been  examined 
by  the  Govenors. 


Fersom  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Rector  and  the  Curate  of  the  parish. — The  Treasurer  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 


Carne'iD 

Dispensary. 


Within  a circuit  of  ten  miles  round  the  dispensary  of  Camew  there  are  six  similai' 
establishments,and  at  the  following  distances  from  it : Shillelagh,  distant  three  miles ; Gorey, 
county  Wexford,  eight  miles  ; Tinnehaly,  six  miles  ; Newtown  Barry,  seven  miles  j Clonegall, 
six  miles ; Ferns,  seven  miles.  The  medical  attendant  is  an  M.  B.  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  and  had  studied  his  profession  both  in  the  that  city  and  in  Edinburgh.  Previous 
to  his  connexion  with  the  institution  under  consideration,  he  had  been  attached  to  one  of  the 
medical  charities  in  Dublin.  His  age  is  63.  Except  at  the  dispensary,  his  practice  is  solely 
as  a physician,  and  he  is  not  in  the  habit  of  attending  to  midwifeiy  cases.  He  states  that 
he  has  not,  except  on  rare  occasions,  been  in  the  habit  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  situa- 
tion by  proxy,  and  in  those  instances  he  has  always  been  able  to  secure  the  services  of  a very 
intelligent  apothecary  as  his  substitute. 

Patients  ai-e  received  at  the  dispensary  every  morning  from  nine  until  eleven,  and  the  phy- 
sician states  he  is  also  at  all  times  ready  to  visit  at  their  own  dwellings  those  persons  who 
may  be  confined  by  illness,  and  who  require  to  see  him.  This  latter  evidence  differs  from 
that  given  by  the  Rector,  by  his  curate  and  by  the  treasurer.  These  witnesses 
assert  that  they  have  been  quite  unable  to  procure  the  attendance  of  the  physician  on  extern 
patients,  and  in  proof  of  their  assertion,  they  refer  to  a charge  in  the  treasurer’s  accounts  for 
the  last  year  of  70  paid  to  another  medical  man  in  the  town  for  his, visits  to  the  poor,  and 
allowed  by  the  committee.  The  attending  physician  replies,  that  “ he  never  heard  of  the 
complaint  until  the  present  moment,  and  that  he  has  never  refused  to  see  any  patient ; but  the 
reverse.”  Inconfirmationofthetrathof  his  denial,  a letter  was  read  in  evidence,  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergyman  of  the  parish,  in  which  that  gentleman  speaks  in  strong  commendation  of 
the  entire  conduct  of  the  physician,  and  of  the  kind  and  excellent  professional  services  ren- 
dered by  him  to  his  flock.  In  this  letter  there  was  no  intimation  of  the  slightest  inattention 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant.  The  committee  have  promised,  on  the  return  to  Ireland 
of  the  agent  of  a neighbouring  nobleman,  to  summon  a general  meeting  of  the  governors,  to 
investigate  and  report  on  the  charge. 

The  attending  physician  has  been  attached  to  the  dispensary  since  its  origin,  a period  of 
15  years.  He  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  and  receives  a salary  of  100^.  per  annum, 
late  currency.  All  the  offices  oi  the  charity  are  filled  by  election,  and  are  only  held  during 
good  conduct ; however,  there  has  not  been  any  necessity  hitherto  either  for  the  removal  or 
the  suspension  of  any  of  those  who  have  been  chosen. 

The  medicines  required  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  are  procured  from  Messrs.  Boileau 
& George,  of  Dublin,  who,  being  subscribers  of  two  guineas  annually,  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  governors:  tlie  outlay  under  this  head,  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  has  amounted 
to  nearly  40 1.  There  is  also  a stock  of  the  usual  apparatus,  &c.,  and  it  is  stated  that  they 
are  strictly  reserved  for  their  proper  purposes,  and  are  never  lent  to  any  one  in  connexion 
with  the  charity. 

The  subscribers  consist  exclusively  of  individuals  of  the  richer  classes  of  society ; and 
those  only  possess  the  privilege  of  recommending  persons  for  relief  who  contribute  to  the 
extent  of  1 /.  i s.  and  upwards  annually.  Sufficient  precautions  are  adopted  to  ensure  that 
no  one  shall  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  except  those  whose  circumstances 
really  entitle  them  to  gratuitous  relief.  As  to  the  extent  to  which  he  affords  his  aid  to  the 
poor,  the  physician  states,  that  “ it  is  enough  if  the  person  be  poor ; with  or  without  a 
recommendation  I never  refuse  ; and  if  the  case  require  it,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  visit  the 
patient  at  his  own  residence,  if  that  be  not  at  a greater  distance  than  four  miles.”  The  same 
witness  observes,  “ that  iil  cases  of  acute  disease,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  physician 
should  see  his  patient  daily,  and  that  occasional  visits  are  of  little  or  no  use,  except  in 
chronic  disorders.” 
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ys  APPEJNDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /rom  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register  of  all  the  applications  made  to  him  in  connexion 
with  the  dispensary.  He  specifies  in  it  the  disease  of  the  applicant,  and  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment which  he  adopts  ; but  he  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  correct  information  as 
to  the  result.  Nearly  all  those  who  apply  to  him  labour  under  diseases  of  a so  called  me- 
dical nature.  Surgical  cases  are  few,  and  severe  accidents  extremely  rare,  for  the  district 
does  not  include  any  manufacturing  town.  Cases  of  lunacy  sometimes  offer  themselves, 
and  his  practice  is  to  make  application  for  their  admission  into  either  the  Carlow  Lunatic 
Asylum  or  the  Richmond.  In  the  former  he  finds  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  his  request,  but 
it  requires  personal  influence  to  succeed  at  the  latter. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  in  each  month  the  governors  are  in  tlie  habit  of  holding  a meeting, 
which  is  however  seld^om  attended  by  more  tlian  four  or  five  of  them.  Three  constitute  a 
meeting,  but  all  are  equally  privileged  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  and  to  vote,  but  not 
by  proxy. 

A managing  committee  also  exists,  whose  duties  are  limited  to  tlie  details  of  the  insti- 
tution, wmch  they  regulate  at  their  monthly  meetings.  Besides  these,  there  is  no  other 
control  over  the  charity,  neither  visiting  governor  nor  Board  of  superintendence. 

The  nature  of  the  evidence  given  by  the  witnesses,  fully  established  that  sectarian  feelings 
have  not  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  this  dispensary  in  any  particular.  The 
medical  officer  and  tire  nurse  are  both  Protestants. 

The  rules  and  regulations  are  not  printed. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  derived  from  subscriptions  and  from  grants  annually  made 
by  the  grand  jury.  Its  funds  are  deposited  with  the  treasurer/  who  receives  no  salary,  but 
accounts  regularly  both  with  the  grand  jury  and  with  the  committee. 

It  is  his  duty  to  pay  all  demands  of  the  establishment,  but  before  he  does  so  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  bills  should  have  received  the  signature  of  three  members  of  the  committee. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination.* 

The  Protestant  Clergyman The  Treasurer  and  the  Medical  Aitendant  of  the  Institution. 

Within  a circuit  of  10  miles  around  the  dispensary  of  Dunlavin,  there  are  six  other  insti- 
tutions of  a similar  nature.  Their  situations  and  distances  are  as  follows ; viz.  Ballytore, 
five  miles;  Kilcoole,  five;  Naas,  ten;  Blessington,  nine;  Waterford  Hospital,  five;  Bal- 
tinglass,  .seven  and  a half. 

The  medical  attendant,  a gentleman  of  37  years  of  age,  wp  elected  in  February  1822, 
and  has  no  other  establishment  of  the  kind  under  his  care,  but  is  engaged  in  private  practice 
on  his  own  account.  Previous  to  his  appointment  he  had  just  concluded  his  professional 
studies,  having  served  an  apprenticeship  to  an  apothecary  in  Dublin,  and  having  taken  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  that  city.  He  had  also  been  a pupil  of 
the  Meath  Hospital  and  County  of  Dublin  Infirmary,  and  had  qualified  himself  to  practice 
midwifeiy,  by  the  required  attendance  at  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital.  In  his  present 
situation  he  discharges  the  duties  of  surgeon  and  physician,  but  not  of  accoucheur,  as  by 
the  laws  of  the  charity  he  is  not  called  upon  to  visit  lying-in  women  gratuitously.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  he  is  not  permitted  to  discharge  his  duties  by  proxy,  but  on  one 
occasion  of  illness  he  obtained  the  peimissiou  of  the  committee  to  procure  a substitute,  in 
the  person  of  a gentleman  from  Dublin. 

On  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  the  poor  are  received  at  the  dispensary  by  the 
physician,  dming  the  two  hours  of  from  10  until  12  each  day. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  90  Z.  per  annum,  and  5 1.  is  annually  allowed  to 
him  as  the  rent  of  the  dispensary,  which  is  held  in  his  private  residence. 

Not  only  the  medical  but  all  other  officers  connected  with  the  charity  are  appointed  by 
election,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Hitherto 
the  electors  have  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  their  choice,  for  though  the  elections 
are  renewed  annually,  there  has  been  no  instance  of  the  suspension  or  removal  of  an 
officer. 

The  medicines  required  for  the  use  of  the  dispensary  are  procured  from  Messrs.  Boileau 
& George,  of  Dublin,  who  appear  to  be  annual  subscribers  of  two ' guineas,  which  sub- 
scription gives  to  this  firm  the  privileges  of  governor.  The  average  annual  expenditure, 
under  the  head  of  drugs  and  medicines,  has  not  exceeded,  during  Hie  last  three  years,  the 
sum  of  10  L The  miscellaneous  ai’ticles,  such  as  small  groceries,  &c.,  which  are  occa- 
sionally wanted,  are  obtained  from  a shopkeeper  of  the  town,  who  is  a contributor  to  the 
charity,  but  not  to  the  extent  wliich  enables  him  to  take  a part  in  its  management.  It  was 
stated  by  the  witnesses,  that  the  applications  on  the  part  of  tlie  poor,  to  have  their  children 
vaccinated,  were  by  no  means  constant ; that  they  were,  in  fact,  nearly  altogether  confined 
to  the  summer  months.  The  experience  however  of  the  medical  attendant  enabled  him  to 
assert,  that  he  had  never,  in  the  cases  of  persons  who  had  been  vaccinated,  met  with  sub- 
sequent small-pox  in  any  degree  of  a violent  or  dangerous  nature. 

On 


* A letter  was  received  at  the  period  of  bolding  this  examination  by  the  medical  attendant  from  the 
parish  priest,  in  which  he  regretted  his  inability  to  attend  in  person,  and  wrote  in  terms  of  commen- 
dation of  the  conduct  and  attention  of  the  medical  attendant. 
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On  examination  of  the  register  kept  by  the  attending  physician,  and  produced  by  him  in 
evidence,  showed  the  number  of  persons  who  sought  relief  from  this  establishment  during 
the  last  three  years  to  have  been  about  1,200  annually.  Tins  register  contained,  in  addition 
to  the  number  of  applications,  an  account  of  the  nature  of,  and  mode  of  treating  each  case. 
It  appeared  that  the  most  ordinary  forms  of  disease  were  those  which  are  usually  classed 
as  “ medical  complaints,”  such  as  bowel  complaints,  catarrhs,  fevers,  and  dyspepsia 
in  several  shapes,  together  with  affections  of  the  skin.  The  list  of  accidents  was  small,  and 
it  was  mentioned  in  explanation  that  those  of  a severe  nature  were  usually  sent  for  assist- 
ance to  the  county  hospital. 

With  reference  to  the  extent  to  which  the  benefits  of  this  charity  may  be  made  available 
to  the  poor,  it  was  stated  that  the  power  of  recommending  individuals  to  it  was  limited  to 
arinnal  subscribers  of  1 Z.  1 s.,  and  that  in  the  list  of  the  subscribers  were  not  to  be  found  the 
names  of  any  persons  among  the  poorer  classes.  It  was  also  stated,  that  “ hardly  any 
instances  were  known,  in  which  others  than  those  whose  circumstances  properly  rendered 
them  objects  for  gratuitous  relief,  had  known  any  kind  of  aid  from  it.  In  addition  to  liis 
attendance  at  the  dispensary  on  the  days  which  have  been  mentioned  above,  the  physician 
also  considers  it  as  pai-t  of  his  duty  to  visit  at  their  ovm  dwellings,  all  patients  whose 
illness  is  of  a nature  to  confine  them  to  the  house ; and  who  have  been  specially  recom- 
mended for  the  purpose  by  a subscriber.  He  is  liable  to  be  called  oir  to  pay  visits  of  this 
nature  to  any  place  within  a distance  of  ten  miles  from  the  dispensary,”  and,  he  adds, 
diRt  “ he  frequently  pays  them,  merely  on  the  demand  of  the  person  requiring  to  be  seen.” 
On  this  point  the  medical  attendant  goes  on  to  say  that  “ he  considers  occasional  attendance 
as  absolutely  useless,  except  in  cases  of  chronic  disorder,  and  that  it  is  indispensable  tliat 
the  physician  should  see,  at  least  once  a day,  all  his  patients  who  lab'our  under  disease  in 
an  acute  form.”  Cases  are  represented  to  occur  frequently,  where  the  medical  attendant 
finds  on  examination  that  the  patient  suffers  rather  fi-om  the  continued  use  of  improper  or 
scanty  diet  than  from  any  positive  disease  ; what  is  here  wanted  is  not  medicine,  but 
wholesome  and  judicious  food,  and  under  this  impression,  provision  is  made  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  charity  for  the  supply  of  wine,  meal  and  bread,  and  other  articles,  which  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  physician  may  suggest. 

The  case  of  lunatic  patients  does  not  come  within  the  design  of  this  charity.  Within 
the  last  three  years,  however,  about  five  cases  of  that  kind  have  presented  themselves  -within 
its  district,  but  through  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan  they  have  all  found  admission 
into  the  lunatic  asylum. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary  rests  with  the  entire  body  of  the 
governors,  there  being  no  non-medical  officer  connected  -with  it,  except  the  treasurer.  On 
the  first  Wednesday  in  the  months  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  meetings  of  the 
governors  are  appointed  to  be  held,  at  which  all  are  equally  entitled  to  be  present,  and  to 
vote:  votes  by  proxy  not  being  permitted.  These  meetings  are  not  often  attended  by  more 
than  seven  persons ; but  three  are  sufficient  to  form  a quorum,  and  to  transact  business. 

There  exists  also  a committee  of  management,  consisting  of  15  individuals,  chosen 
annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  with  instructions  to  meet  quarterly,  and  direct  the  details 
of  the  establishment.  On  this  committee  three  form  a quorum ; it  is  to  be  regretted,  how- 
ever, that  in  the  interval  between  their  meetings,  no  effective  continuation  of  their  control  is 
provided  for,  tliere  being  neither  Board  of  Superintendence  chosen  by  the  grand  jury,  nor 
any  -visiting  inspector.  The  evidence  given  by  all  the  witnesses  tended  to  prove  that  reli- 
gious distinctions  have  not  had  any  influence  on  the  decisions  or  elections  of  the  great  body 
of  governors.  The  medical  attendant  is  a protestant. 

It  was  stated,  that  there  was  a collection  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  those 
engaged  in  the  administration  of  the  charity,  but  they  were  not  printed,  neither  was  a copy 
produced. 

The  income  of  the'  Dunla-vin  Dispensary  is  derived  from  three  sources,  viz.  from  subscrip- 
tions, from  donations,  and  from  annual  grants  presented  by  the  grand  jury.  In  each  of  the 
last  three  yeai-s,  the  accounts  show  a considerable  surplus  of  receipts  over  expenditure, 
as  in  the  following  account : — ■ 


Receipts  in  1831 

£. 

- 174 

s. 

16 

d. 

Expenditure  in  1831 

£. 

122 

s. 

12 

d. 

„ - 1832 

i6-2 

5 

5 

„ 1832  - 

- 102 

2 

3 

» - 1833 

- 175 

I 

5 

» 1833  - 

- 118 

4 

4 

The  custody  of  the  collected  funds  is  committed  to  the  treasurer,  who  does  not  receive 
any  remuneration  for  his  services,  and  is  held  accountable  by  the  grand  jury  for  his 
trust. 

The  bills  due  by  the  charity  are  not,  however,  dicharged  by  him  until  they  have  been 
presented  to  the  committee,  and  have  received  the  signatures  of  three  of  its  members. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

T’here  are  several  dispensaries  in  the  country  surromiding  Enniskerry,  viz.  one  at  Bray, 
distant  about  tliree  miles,  at  Dundrum,  seven  miles,  at  Newtown  Mount  Kennedy,  eight 
miles. 
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The  medical  attendant  of  the  Enniskerry  Dispensary  is  a licentiate  of  the  King  and 
Queen’s  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  and  is  about  42  years  of  age.  He  is  also  attached  to  a 
very  excellentlever  hospital,  which  is  unconnected  with  the  first-mentioned  charity.  Previous 
to  entering  on  the  duties  of  these  situations  he  had  served  as  assistant-surgeon  of  the  County 
Limerick  Militia,  and  he  now  acts  as  surgeon,  physician  and  accoucheur,  in  addition  to  the 
calls  of  his  private  practice.  It  is  stated  that  _ he  has  never,  except  m one  instance,  had 
occasion  to  intrust  the  perfonnance  of  his  duties  to  a substitute,  whom  he  then,  with  the 
consent  of  the  committee,  obtained  in  the  person  of  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons.  He  possesses  the  diploma  of  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  which,  being  only 
granted  after  an  attendance  on  the  wards  of  that  institution,  gives  him  a qualification  to 
practice  midwifery. 

' The  dispensary  is  open  to  receive  and  prescribe  for  the  sick  poor  on  Mondays,  W ednesdays 
and  Fridays,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve.  In  addition  to  the  relief  granted  in  this 
maimer,  the’  physician  also  attends  at  their  houses  those  persons,  who  either  labour  under 
acute  diseases,  or  may  be  unable  to  present  themselves  at  the  dispensary.  Cases  of  infec- 
tious disorders  are  always  admitted  into  the  fever  hospital. 

The  salaries  paid  by  this  institution  (consisting  of  the  .dispensary  and  detached  fever- 
hospital)  are  100 /.  per  annum  to  the  physician,  which  he  draws  solely  as  attendant  of  the 
dispensary,  and  10 1.  a year  to  a nurse-tender  ; both  the  physician  and  the  nurse-tender  are 
elected  by  the  committee ; the  former  has  held  his  present  situation  for  the  last  20  years, 
having  been,  in  fact,  the  first  physician  appointed  to  the  charity.  The  appointment  of  the 
nurse-tender  is  not  of  so  old  a date,  she  succeeded  her  predecessor  about  seven  years  ago, 
who  had  been  removed  on  account  of  drunkenness. 

Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  of  Dublin,  supply  all  the  medicines  which  are  required  for 
this  establishment ; they  are  subscribers  to  its  funds,  and,  of  course,  governors ; medicine 
was  formerly  obtained  from  the  Apothecaries’  Hall,  but  it  was  not  considered  of  the  best 
quality.  The  present  stock  appears  to  be  excellent,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  average 
expenditure,  under  the  head  of  drugs,  has  been  about  35  Z.  for  the  last  three  years.  The 
phamiaceutical  apparatus,  and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  are  reserved 
strictly  for  their  proper  uses,  and  are  never  lent  to  any  individual  connected  with  it. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  had  not  an  opportunity  of  exainining  the  register,  which, 
he  was  informed,  was  kept  for  the  entry  in  it  of  all  applications  for  relief,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  disposed. 

The  power  of  recommending  persons  to  the  aid  of  this  dispensary  is  confined  by  an 
annual  subscription  of  1 Z.  1 s.  and  upwards,  and  in  tlie  list  of  subscribers  are  not  to  be  found 
the  names  of  any  of  the  poorer  classes.  "The  physician  states,  that  “ he  never  has  had  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  any  but  those  whose  circumstances  justly  entitled  them  to  gratuitous 
relief  have  pivticipated  in  its  benefits.”  He  adds,  that  “ although  he  is  bound  only  to  attend 
those  poor  persons  who  have  provided  themselves  with  the  recommendation  of  a governor, 
yet  he  never  refuses  his  assistance  to  any  poor  person ; and  where  the  applicant  is  unable  to 
appear  at  the  dispensary,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  visiting  them,  at  any  distance  within  a cir- 
cumference of  21  miles.  With  respect  to  the  aid  afforded  to  lying-in  women,  the  presence 
of  the  dispensary  physician  is  only  called  for  in  cases  of  difficulty,  as  there  is  a properly 
qualified  midwife  resident  in  the  town,  who  is  supported  by  subscription,  which  remunerates 
her  for  services  to  the  poor.”  Speaking  of  the  degree  of  attention  which  cases  of  acute 
disease  require  from  a physician,  the  medical  attendant  observes,  that  “ he  considers 
occasional  visits  to  such  cases  as  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  useless,  they  require  to  be  seen  at 
least  once  in  the  24  hours,  and  sometimes  oftener.”  He  dwells,  also,  on  the  aniount  of 
sickness  produced  by  the  continued  use  of  improper  food,  and  says,  “ I do  believe  that 
many  cases  of  dyspepsia  and  gastrodynia  are  clearly  referable  to  a cold,  washy,  vegetable 
diet.”  Some  provision  of  wine,  and  other  extra  articles  of  diet,  is  made  by  a Poor  Fund 
which  exists  in  the  town,  for  poor  persons  who  may  be  sick  in  their  own  dwellings,  and  for 
the  patients  in  hospitals;  these,  and  other  necessary  comforts,  are  supplied  in  a very 
sufficient  degree. 

Cases  of  lunacy  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  this  district,  and  the  medical  attendant 
states,  that  “he  finds  the  greatest  difficulty  in  providing  for  their  admission  into  the  Rich- 
mond Lunatic  Asylum ; the  conveyance  thither  of  such  patients  is  accompanied  with  the 
greatest  inconvenience,  and  much  expense,  which  is  only  met  by  the  charity  of  private 
individuals  in  the  neighbourhood.  , , c.  , 

The  non-medical  officers  of  the  charity  are  the  treasurer  and  the  secretary,  both  ot  whom 
are  governors.  Twice  a year,  namely,  in  June  and  in  December,  general  meetings  of  the 
subscribers  take  place,  at  which  all  who  pay  1 Z.  1 s.  annually  are  entitled  to  attend  and  to 
vote  in  person ; votes  are  never  taken  by  proxy.  At  these  meetings  the  attendance  of  at 
least  tliree  members  is  required  before  any  business  can  be  transacted,  but  these  have  in 
general  more  than  four  present. 

A managing  committee  also  exists,  who  meet  half  yearly,  but  may  be  summoned  ottener, 
and  who  never  fail  to  attend.  There  is  not  any  board  of  superintendence  but  two  clergy- 
jnen  as  constant  visitors,  and  control  the  details  of  both  branches  of  the  charity. 

From  the  evidence  it  may  be  inferred  that  religious  feelings  have  no  influence  m 
any  of  the  appointments.  The  physician  is  a Protestant,  but  the  nurse-tender  is  a Roman 
Catholic.  A copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution  was  procm-ed  by  the 
Assistant  Commissioner.  , . 

Its  income  had  but  two  sources,  viz,,  private  subscription  and  grants  presented  by  tne 
OT-aiid  iurv.  The  funds  lie  in  the  hands  of  he  treasurer  until  they  are  required  for  the  dis- 
^ charge 
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charge  of  bills,  which  must,  however,  previously  have  been  examined  by  the  committee. 
The  treasurer*  does  not  receive  any  remuneration  for  the  duties  which  he  discharges.  His 
office  is  of  a permanent  nature,  but  he  submits  his  accounts  annually  to  the  committee 
in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  to  the  grand  jury. 


PersoK  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

Within  ten  miles  of  the  dispensary  of  Kiltegan  there  are  five  other  institutions  of  a 


similar  character  ; viz. — 

1 At  Baltinglass,  distant  --------  4|  miles. 

2 At  Hacketstown  (County  Carlow)  distant  - - - - 3 miles. 

1 At  Stratford  ----------  1 miles. 

1 AtTinnahely  - --  ------s  miles. 


The  medical  attendant  of  Kiltegan,  a gentleman  aged  about  35  years,  has  never  graduated 
any  where.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  to  Mr.  Johnston,  a surgeon  in 
Dublin,  and  also  attended  the  practice  of  the  Carlow.  Infirraaiy  and  Dis^nsaiy  for  some 
time.  In  midwifery,  however,  he  is  possessed  of  the  diploma  of  the  Dublin  Lying-in 
Hospital,  where  he  resided  as  an  intern  pupil  dm-ing  a period  of  twelve  months.  He  is 
engaged  in  private  practice,  and  has  no  other  medical  appointment  than  the  one  under  con- 
sideration, to  which  he  is  attached  in  the  capacities  of  surgeon,  physician  and  accoucheur. 
On  one  occasion,  it  is  stated,  that  he  obtained  the  permission  of  the  committee  to  absent 
himself  for  eighteen  months,  during  which  time  his  duties  were  performed  by  a gentleman 
who  was  appointed  to  act  in  his  place.  Patients  are  prescribed  for  and  receive  medicine  at 
the  Kiltegan  Dispensary  on  three  days  in  each  week ; viz.,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays  ; while  those  whose  illness  may  render  them  unable  to  present  themselves  there, 
are  visited  at  their  houses  by  the  medical  attendant  as  often  as  it  may  be  necessary. 

The  surgeon  has  held  his  present  situation  since  the  year  1819,  and  receives  an  amiual 
salary  of  75 1.,  in  addition  to  a house  and  garden,  of  which  the  rent,  21 L,  is  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  charity.  His  appointment,  as  well  as  all  those  connected  with  this  institution, 
took  place,  by  election ; and  there  has  been  no  instance  of  the  removal  or  suspension  of  an 
officer. 

All  the  medicine  required  is  purchased  from  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Baltinglass,  who  is  a 
governor.  Neither  wine,  or  any  other  extras,  are  supplied  from  the  funds.  The  apparatus, 
which  has  been  procured  for  tfie  purposes  of  the  charity,  are  reserved  strictly  for  its  use, 
and  are  never  lent  to  either  governors  or  any  other  person. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  was  informed  that  a register  was  kept,  containing  the  number 
of  applications  for  relief,  together  with  the  measures  adopted  in  each  case.  It  was  not, 
however,  produced.  One  case  only  of  lunacy  was  mentioned  to  have  occurred  in  the 
district,  and  that  had  been ‘sent  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Subscribers  of  a guinea  annually  are  alone  entitled  to  recommend  persons  for  relief  to 
this  charity.  Some  few  formers  appear  amongst  the  names  of  the  subscribers  to  that 
amount ; but  it  was  stated  that  no  persons  in  any  way  participated  in  the  benefits  of  the 
institution,  whose  means  did  not  justly  entitle  them  to  gratuitous  assistance.  The  rules  do 
not  require  that  the  medical  attendant  shall  attend  to  any  one  who  has  not  provided  himself 
with  the  recommendation  of  a governor ; but  those  that  have  done  so,  he  is  obliged  not 
only  to  prescribe  for  at  the  dispensary,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  but  to  visit  at  their 
own  residences,  if  not  distant  more  than  four  miles,  when  the  nature  of  their  illness 
requires  such  attention.  Subscribers  have  also  the  power  of  procuring  his  attendance  on 
lying-in  women.  Speaking  of  the  claims  which  are  thus  made  on  his  time,  he  observes, 
that  occasional  visits  to  patients  labouring  under  aeute  disorders,  are  productive  of  very 
little  if  any  benefit.  In  such  cases,  daily  attendance  is  urgently  necessary.  It  cannot  be 
dispensed  with,  except  where  the  disease  is  of  a chronic  character. 

Both  the  treasurer  and  the  medical  attendant  of  this  institution  are  subscribers  to,  and 
governors  of  it ; and  the  rules  point  out  that  there  should  be  four  meetings  of  the  entire 
body  of  subscribers  in  the  course  of  the  year.  However,  it  does  not  appear  that  such 
meetings  ever  take  place,  although  it  is  only  required  that  three  should  be  present  to 
•constitute  a quorum,  and  to  admit  of  business  being  transacted.  The  witnesses  assert  the 
contrary,  and  add  that  five  governors  generally  t^e  part  in  the  proceeding.  They  also 
state  that  the  quarterly  meetings  alluded  to  perform  the  duties  of  a managing  committee, 
and  that,  in  the  intervals  of  the  meetings,  a constant  superintendence  is  directed  'to  the 
affairs  of  the  charity,  by  one  of  the  governors,  who  has  it  in  his  power  to  summon  a general 
assembly,  if  he  should  see  cause.  The  witness  represented  that  all  appointments  have 
hitherto  been  made  without  any  reference  to  the  religious  belief  of  the  candidates. 

A copy  of  the  rules  was  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  .the  Assistant  Commissioner. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  derived  partly  from  subscriptions  and  partly  from  the 
annual  grant  made  to  it  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  custody  of  its  funds  is  intrusted  to  the  treasurer,  by  whom  all  bills  are  paid  without 
any  previous  examination.  He  receives  no  salary,  but  lays  his  accounts  annually  before  the 
grand  jury. 
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Dispensahies. 

Leinster. 
County  Wicklow. 

ExaminalioRS  taksn  by 
Cusack  Honey,  esq. 


Kiltegan 

Dispensary. 


Extent  of  Country. 


Medical  Attendant. 


Payment. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


General  Jlanage- 
ment. 


Rules. 
Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receijjts 
Custody. 
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Dispensaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Wicklow. 

Examinations  lakan  by 
Cusact  Roney,  esq. 

Nfwtoien  Mount 
Ken7tedv 
Dispensary. 


Medical  OfBcers. 
Pharmacy. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Managing 

Committee. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Rathdrum 

Dispensary. 


Extent  of  Country. 
Medical  Attendant. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Person  zoho  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

Inclitded  -within  a circle  of  ten  miles  around  the  Newtown  Mount  Kennedy  dispensary, 
there  are  three  other  institutions  for  affording  medical  relief  to  the  poor ; viz.  the  County 
Infirmary  at  the  town  of  Wicklow,  and  Dispensaries  at  Bray  and  at  Delgaiiy.  The  last 
named  establishment  is  merely  a branch  of  the  one  under  consideration,  and  there  is  also  a 
Fever  Hospital  at  Bray. 

Tile  medical  attendant  of  Newtown  Mount  Kennedy  is  a graduate  of  the  Dublin  Uni- 
versity. He  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  which  exist 
on  the  subject  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  medicines  are  procured  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  druggists,  in  Dublin.  This 
firm  subscribes  to  the  funds  of  the  charity  in  the  amount  of  two  guineas  annually,  a con- 
tribution which,  of  course,  entitles  them  to  all  the  prmleges  of  governors.  They  are  the 
only  persons  in  the  general  management  who  have  any  interest  in  the  articles  supplied  to  the 
dispensary,  and  it  is  stated  that  nothing  is  ever  lent  to  any  one  connected  with  it. 

No  person  is  entitled  to  call  on  the  medical  attendant  for  assistance  or  advice,  except 
those  who  have  provided  themselves  with  the  recommendation  of  a governor,  that  is,  of  a 
subscriber,  to  the  amount  of  one  guinea  or  more  annually.  This  rule  is  found  effectually  to 
prevent  any  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  by  individuals  whose  circumstances 
do  not  really  place  them  in  need  of  gratuitous  relief. 

Provision  is  made  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity  for  supplying  wine,  or  any  otlier  extra 
article  of  nourishment,  to  those  sick  persons  whose  cases  seem  to  the  attending  physician  to 
require  such  matters. 

The  affairs  of  the  dispensary  are  directed  by  the  subscribers  in  the  general  meeting, 
which  is  appointed  to  take  place  every  six  months.  The  only  officers  of  the  institution  who 
can  take  place  in  these  meetings  as  governors,  are  the  treasurer  and  secretary ; and  although 
all  governors  are  equally  privileged  to  be  present  and  to  vote,  it  seldom  happens  that  more 
than  seven  or  eight  attend.  Votes  are  not  taken  by  proxy. 

A managing  committee  also  exists,  whose  duties  are  to  regulate  all  the  details  of  business. 
They  assemble  whenever  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  summon  them  together,  and  the  numbers 
are  elected  every  year.  These  two  bodies  constitute  the  entire  direction  of  the  dispensary, 
as  the  grand  jury  have  not  hitherto  appointed  any  board  of  superintendence,  and  there  is  not 
any  visiting  governor.  The  general  tenor  of  the  evidence  given,  tends  to  show  that  religious 
prejudices Tiave  not  been  allowed  to  interfere  in  the  selection  of  officers.  It  is  also  stated, 
that  it  has  never  been  found  necessary  to  suspend  or  remove  any  of  them. 

The  income  of  the  institution  is  derived  partly  from  annual  subscriptions  and  partly  from 
the  presentment  allowed  by  the  grand  jury.  The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in 
whose  hands  they  lie  until  wanted  for  tlie  payment  of  bills  which  have  been  passed  by  the 
committee ; none  of  the  lower  classes  are  to  be  found  among  the  subscribers. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Colonel  Acton. — Mills  King,  esq. Lefrot,  esq.  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

There  are  three  other  dispensaries  within  ten  miles  of  that  at  Rathdrum.  One  of  them  at 
Redcross  is  not  more  than  five  miles  off.  The  other  two  at  Arklow  and  at  Aughrim,  are 
respectively  distant  six  and  eight  miles. 

The  medical  attendant  at  Rathdrum  had  been  surgeon  to  the  21st  Fusileers  previous  to 
his  entering  upon  his  present  situation.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  to  a surgeon,  and  is 
a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  London,  and  a master  of  the  Apothecaries’ 
Hall,  Dublin.  His  age  at  present  is  46  years.  He  is  not  connected  professionally  with 
any  other  medical  establishment,  and  is  attached  to  this  dispensary  as  surgeon,  physician 
and  accoucheur,  his  qualifications  for  the  latter  office  consisting  in  his  having  studied  under 
the  late  Dr.  Creighton,  who  was  professor  of  midwifery  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
L-eland.  His  duties,  he  states,  are  never  performed  by  proxy,  except  when  confined  by 
illness,  or  engaged  in  some  other  professional  avocation.  During  two  hours  in  each  day  of 
the  week,  he  is  expected  to  attend  at  the  dispensary,  and  to  prescribe  for  the  patients  who 
may  present  themselves,  and  he  is  also  liable  to  be  called  on  to  visit  individuals  at  their  own 
residences,  as  often  as  the  nature  of  their  disease  requires  such  attention. 

His  salary  as  medical  attendant  is  92/.  6 s.  2 a year,  and  he  is  allowed  6 /.  per  annumfor 
a servant.  Payments  are  also  made  to  the  midwife  to  the  extent  of  5 s.  for  each  case  that 
she  attends. 

The  appointments  in  connexion  with  this  charity  are  all  made  by  election,  and  are  only 
held  so  long  as  they  are  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  electors.  The  power,  however,  of 
removing  an  officer  has  not  been  exercised  more  than  once,  when  a nurse,  whose  general 
conduct  was  objectionable,  was  discharged. 

The  stock  of  medicine  is  obtained  fi’om  Messrs.  Boileau  & George.  This  firm  subscribes 
to  the  dispensary,  and  are  the  only  governors  who  have  an  interest  in  the  supply  of  any 
article  for  the  use  of  the  dispensary.  Their  bill  during  the  last  three  years  has  amounted 
annually  to  about  40 1.  The  usual  articles  necessary  in  an  institution  ot  the  kind  are  to  be 
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found  here,  and  it  is  stated  by  the  witnesses  that  they  are  never  made  use  of  for  other  than 
their  intended  purposes,  being  never  lent  to  any  one. 

A register  exists,  in  which  the  number  of  applications  for  the  aid  of  the  charity  is  noted  j 
the  terminations,  however,  of  the  cases  are  not  mentioned,  and  the  reason  assigned  for  the 
omission  is  that  many  of  the  patients  do  not  return  after  they  have  obtained  the  desired 
relief.  Nearly  (5,000  persons  are  annually  relieved,  the  diseases  under  which  they  labour  not 
differing  from  those  usually  prevalent  in  districts  similarly  situated,  such  as  the  ordinary  types 
of  fever,  abdominal  complaints,  coughs,  agues,  measles  and  scarlatina.  This  latter  disorder 
has  of  late,  occurred  with  much  frequency,  and  under  a very  aggravated  form.  There  has 
not  been  one  case  of  confluent  small-pox,  and  only  one  cholera  within  the  last  three  years. 
It  will  be  perceived  from  the  above  detail,  that  the  great  majority  of  cases  are  of  a purely 
medical  nature.  When  serious  accidents  present  themselves,  they  are  sent  to  the  county 
hospital,  which  is  not  more  than  eight  miles  distant. 

The  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards  annually,  are  alone  entitled  to  recommend 
persons  for  relief  from  this  institution,  and  the  privilege  is  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals belonging  to  the  richer  classes.  A sufficient  watchfulness  is,  however,  exercised  to 
prevent  any  from  participating  in  the  advantages  of  the  charity,  whose  circumstances  do  not 
really  entitle  them  to  gratuitous  assistance.  It  has  been  alrea^  mentioned,  that  this  charity 
retains  the  services  of  a midwife  to  attend  on  the  poor.  Generally  speaking,  therefore, 
the  medical  gentleman  is  not  required  to  visit  lying-in  women,  except  when  their  cases 
present  any  features  of  difficulty,  when  his  assistance  is  always  called  in.  The  physician 
speaks  of  the  closeness  which  cases  of  acute  disease  must  be  watched,  and  he  observes  that 
occasional  visits  are  only  useful  to  patients  who  labour  under  chronic  disorders.  Those  of 
a more  rapid  character  must  be  seen  at  least  once  a day,  and  sometimes  oftener.  Within 
three  years,  only  one  case  of  lunacy  has  occurred  in  the  district,  and  the  medical  attendant 
succeeded  in  procuring  its  admission  into  the  hospital. 

The  reo-ular  fixed  meetings  of  the  governors  take  place  four  times  a year,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  the  month.  At  these  meetings,  all  are  alike  privileged  to  attend  and  to  tender 
their  votes  in  person,  which  is  the  only  mode  of  voting  admitted.  No  officer  of  the  charity 
is  a governor  of  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  treasurer,  and  the  attendance  of  three  only  is 
required  in  order  to  proceed  with  business. 

No  committee  of  management  exists,  as  the  quarterly  assemblies  of  the  governors  are 
considered  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  it.  It  is  not  usual  to  appoint  expressly  a visiting 
governor,  but,  it  is  stated,  that  some  of  that  number  direct  a constant  attention  to  the 
details  of  the  dispensary,  and  would,  if  they  saw  any  thing  in  the  working  of  it  to  require 
such  a measure,  instantly  summon  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  subscribers.  The  tenor 
of  the  evidence  given  leaves  no  ground  for  supposing  that  sectarian  or  religious  belief  have 
ever  influenced  any  of  the  appointments  in  this  institution,  which  are  all  made  by  election. 
A copy  of  the  rules  of  the  charity  was  produced.  They  have  not,  as  yet,  been  printed. 

The  income  of  Ratbdrum  Dispensary  is  derived  partly  from  donations,  but  principally 
from  annual  subscriptions,  and  from  the  grants  which  the  grand  jujy  are  accustomed  to  make 
in  its  favour. 

The  funds  arising  from  these  sources  are  received  by  the  ti-easurer,  in  whose  hands  they 
lie,  until  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  chaiity.  The  treasurer  is  not  a paid  officer,  but  he 
annually  accounts  on  oath  to  the  grand  jury,  also  the  governors,  and  to  the  accounts  office. 
It  is  stated  that  the  balance  usually  left  in  his  hands  is  very  trifling.  He  is  not  authorized 
to  discharge  any  bill  that  may  be  presented  to  him,  unless  it  have  the  signature  of  three 
subscribers  who  have  been  present  at  the  quarterly  meeting. 


Personjvho  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

Five  medical  charities  of  a similar  descrmtion  are  situated  within  10  miles  of  the  Tinchaly 
Dispensary ; viz.  at  Carnew,  Aughrim  and  Hacketstown,  county  Carlow,  respectively  distant 
six  miles ; at  Shillelagh,  distant  four  miles,  and  at  Kiltegan,  at  a distance  of  nine  miles. 
The  medical  attendant  of  Tinnahely  is  unconnected  with  any  of  them,  and  acts  as  physician, 
surgeon  and  accoucheur  in  that  institution  to  which  he  is  attached.  He  is  still  a private 
practitioner,  and  previous  to  acquiring  his  present  situation  he  had  been  so  for  a period 
of  30  years  in  this  county,  having  been  also  a surgeon  in  the  navy.  His  qualifications  con- 
sist in  having  served  his  apprenticeship  to  a surgeon,  and  having  attended  lectures  in  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  In  midwifery,  he  received  his  education  at  the  Dublin  Lying-in 
Hospital.  He  states,  that  he  has  never,  on  any  occasion,  availed  himself  of  the  assistance  of 
a substitute  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  which  require  his  presence  at  the  dispensary 
every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  from  ten  until  one  o’clock,  to  examine  and  pre- 
scribe for  those  patients  who  may  present  themselves  there. 

In  the  year  1829,  lie  was  appointed  to  this  institution,  at  an  annual  salary  of  79  Z.  without 
any  other  emolument.  The  appointment,  the  only  one  that  has  taken  place  since  the 
origin  of  the  institution  was  made  by  election  amongst  the  subscribers  at  large. 

Medicines  are  purchased  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  of  Dublin,  who  are  governors 
of  the  charity,  in  right  of  their  annual  subscription  of  1 1.  Is.  Their  bill  during  ea.ch  of  the 
last  three  years  has  not  amounted  to  20  Z.  There  is  also  a stock  of  the  ^sual  medical  appa- 
ratus and  instraments,  and  it  is  stated  that  they  are  never  lent  to  or  made  use  of  by  any 
governor  or  officer. 
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The  medical  attendant  produced  a register  kept  by  him,  in  which  were  enumerated  all  the 
applications  that  had  been  made  for  assistance,  together  with  the  measures  that  had  been, 
adopted  in  each  case.  From  it,  it  appears  that  a great  majority  of  patients  laboured  under 
diseases  denominated  medical ; there  were  but  few  purely  sureical  cases,  and  not  more  than 
five  bad  cases  of  midwifery  in  the  year.  The  total  number'  ol  applicants  averaged  annually 
about  1,400. 

Subscribers  of  not  less  than  one  guinea  a year  have  the  privilege  of  recommending  persons 
for  relief  to  this  dispensary  and  none  of  the  poorer  classes  are  in  the  habit  of  subscribing. 
The  benefits  which  this  charity  has  in  its  power  to  confer  are  rarely  obtained  except  by 
those  for  whom  they  are  really  designed,  that  is,  persons  in  circumstances  requiring 
gratuitous  relief.  Nevertheless,  as  there  is  not  an  apothecary’s  shop  in  the  village,  the 
witnesses  observe  that  it  is  not  easy  to  be  very  strict. 

Properly  speaking,  no  person  can  call  for  the  assistance  of  the  medical  attendant,  unless 
provided  with  the  recommendation  of  a governor.  This,  however,  he  does  not  insist  upon, 
and  he  states  that  he  considers  it  to  be  his  duty  to  give  personal  attendance  on  all  cases 
occurring  within  a circumference  of  20  miles  which  require  either  medical  cr  surgical  aid. 
The  rules  of  the  dispensary  do  not  require  him  to  visit  lying-in  w'omen.  He  dwells  particu- 
larly on  the  absolute  necessity  of  daily  attention  to  cases  of  acute  disease ; and  he  says, 
that  “ he  considers  occasional  visits  as  nearly  iiseless,  except  where  the  patient  labours 
under  disorders  of  a chronic  nature.” 

Wherever  the  physician  deems  it  necessary  that  a sick  person  should  have  an  allowance 
of  wine,  bread,  broth,  &c.  he  is  authorized  to  procure  such  from  the  funds  of  the  charity. 
Cases  of  lunacy  are  described  as  rare ; but  whenever  they  have  offered,  the  attending  phy- 
sician has  been  successful  in  obtaining  their  admission  into  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Meetings  of  the  governors,  amongst  whom  there  is  not  any  officer  of  the  institution,  take 
place  twice  a year ; viz.  in  June  and  in  December.  At  these  meetings  all  are  alike  privileged 
to  attend,  but  no  votes  are  taken  by  proxy.  Not  more  than  five  are  in  the  habit  of  attending, 
but  three  are  sufficient  to  constitute  a meeting. 

There  is  not  any  managing  committee,  nor  have  any  visiting  governors  been  ever  appointed 
to  attend  to  the  details  of  the  charity  during  the  long  interval  which  separates  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  governors.  Occasional  meetings,  however,  of  the  governors  are  held  when- 
ever any  thing  unusual  renders  such  necessary.  From  the  evidence  of  the  witness,  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  was  satisfied  that  religious  opinions  had  not  influenced  any  election 
connected  with  the  charity.  Both  the  medical  attendant  and  the  caretaker  were  Protestants. 
All  appointments  seemed  to  have  been  equally  uninfluenced  by  any  sudden  accession  of 
governors  or  subscribers  immediately  previous  to  their  being  made.  It  was  stated  that  a 
series  of  general  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  and  for  its 
management  in  all  particulars,  existed,  but  not  in  print. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  derived  from  three  sources  ; viz.  from  donations,  fi’om  annual 
subscriptions,andfrom  grants  made  bythe  grand  jury.  Itamounted,inl831,tol06^.  19s.  7<f.; 
in  1832,  120/.  18s.  O^d.-,  1833,128/.  12s.  l^d- 

As  the  funds  are  received  they  are  intrusted  to  the  custody  of  the  treasurer,  who  is  not 
paid  officer,  but  is  held  accountable  to  the  governors  and  likewise  to  the  grand  jury. 

The  expenditure  in  1831  was  - - -,  £.105  7 8 | 

Ditto  - - - 1832  - - . _ 107  3 7 

Ditto  - - - 1833  - - - - 128  12  1 

The  bills  due  by  the  institution  are  discharged  by.  the  treasurer,  but  not  until  they  have 
been  examined,  and  have  the  signature  of  three  of  the  governors. 
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John  Kelly,  esq.— Mr.  Daniel  Loughlin.— Mr.  Thomas  Loughlin.— Tbe  Rev.  Denis 

Mahony,  R.  c.  c. — The  Rev.  Daniel  M‘Sweent,  r.  c.  r. — The  Rev.  Daniel  O’Flynn,  p.p. 

— Matthew  O’Hea,  esq.  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  attached, to  the  Aghada  dispensary  contains  a population  of  9,000  souls,  and 
extends  in  some  directions  to  a distance  of  five  miles,  comprising  the  entire  ecclesiastical 
union  of  Aghada.  The  medical  attendant  is,  however,  occasionally  called  upon  to  visit 
patients  at  Carlisle  Fort.  Another  institution  of  a similar  kind  exists  at  Cloyne,  about  five 
miles  off,  and  within  the  bounds  of  the  district  at  Farside  a private  dispensary  has  been 
founded,  with  the  assigned  reason  that  the  district  was  sufficiently  large  and  populous  for 
two.  The  concurrent  opinion  of  the  witnesses  is,  however,  that  one  would  have  been  adequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  although  they  are  ready  to  admit  that  cases  of  acute  disease 
cannot  always,  when  occurring  in  remote  situations,  meet  with  that  attention  which  would  be 
desirable.  It  is  stated  at  the  same  time,  tliat  relief  in  advice  and  medicine  has  never  been 
refused  to  any  applicant.  The  charity  is  altogether  deficient  in  the  means  of  affording  intern 
accommodation  to  the  sick  poor,  and  the  greatest ' inconvenience  has  repeatedly  been  felt 
from  this  want,  as  the  nearest  hospital  is  at  Cork,  16  miles  distant,  and  patients  who  have 
gone  thither  in  the  hope  of  being  admitted,  have  not  always  been  successflil.  To  remedy 
this  serious  evil  the  witnesses  would  be  desirous  of  seeing  the  establishment  of  convenient 
medical  districts,  of  which  several,  according  to  circumstances,  might  have  an  hospital  in 

common, 
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common,  for  the  treatment. of  fever  and  accident  eases,  in  addition  to  being  provided  sepa-  Dispensahics. 
rateiy  with  a well  regulated  dispensary  of  the  present  kind.  

The  dispensary  of  Aghada  is  situated  in  the  village  of  that  name,  and  has  appropriated  to  Mnnster. 
its  use  an  apartment  for  dispensingmedicines,  and  a waiting  room  for  patients.  The  entire  is  County  Cork, 
onavery  small  scale;  but  neat  and  well  kept.  It  possesses  neither  garden  nor  out-buildings,  £xamhmti^aken  b 
and  is  in  the  occupation  of  the  attending  physician,  who  pays  for  it  an  annual  rent  of  9 1.  It  ^Cu"ack  Roiiej^  esq. 
is  not  the  property  of  the  institution,  nor  of  any  of  the  subscribers,  and  is  only  held  from  year  W.P.Borrcii,e9q.’ m.d. 
to  year.  Some  of  the  witnesses  apprehended  inconvenience  from  the  nature  of  tenure,  in  the  ~7“ 

event  of  a change  in  the  ownership.  .<^g/mrfaDispens:irj . 

The  sole  medical  attendant  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Edinburgh,  at  which  , . , 

city  and  in  Paris  he  was  educated  as  an  accoucheur.  He  is  26  years  of  age,  and  was  ap-  * ^ ' 

pointed  to  his  present  situation  by  the  subscribers,  at  the  formation  of  the  charity,  previous 
to  which  he  acted  as  a general  practitioner  in  Cork.  He  now  resides  altogether  at  the  dis-- 
pensary,  and  is  still  engaged  in  private  practice.  The  days  of  attendance  are  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday and  Friday,  from  eight  to  twelve,  and  as  the  physician  is  not  connected  with  any  other 
medical  charity,  he  has  seldom  occasion  to  absent  himself;  but  in  case  of  illness  it  is  pro- 
vided^  that  with  the  consent  of  the  committee  he  may  transfer  his  duties  to  some  professional 
friend.  Although  he  has  not  an  assistant,  yet  as  he  resides  on  the  spot,  and  when  away  from 
home  is  accustomed  to  leave  ample  directions  where  bemaybe  found,  immediate  attention,  in 
case  of  sudden  accident,  is  always  to  be  had  : the  medicines  are  dispensed  by  him  in  person. 

The.  salary  of  tire  medical  attendant  is  70/.  per  annum,  and  he  is  allowed  lOZ.  annually  Payment, 
towards  the  support  of  a horse.  The  two  houses  immediately  adjoining  the  institution  are 
likewise  occupied  by  him,  the  rent  of  the  two  being  1 5 Z.  per  annum,  of  wiiich  sum  9 1.  is  paid 
from  the  funds  of  the  dispensary. 

The  attending  physician  is  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  when  a vacancy  occurs  notice  is  Election . 
given  in  the  newspapers  by  advertisement,  and  a circular  is  forwarded  to  each  of  the  electors. 

By  these  means  it  is  calculated  that  a sufficient  competition  is  procured.  The  candidates 
who  offer  themselves  are  required  to  produce  the  diploma  of  a surgeon ; but  there  is  no  limi- 
tation as  to  age  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  any  medical  officer.  There  are  no  super- 
amiuations  or  retiring  allowances,  and  as  yet  there  has  not  been  any  mortality  in  the  medical 
department.  It  is,  conceived,  that  the  small  number  of  wealthy  individuals  in  the  district 
would  be  quite  inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of  a physician,  independent  of  a salary  from 
some  public  establishment.  There  is,  in  point  of  fact,  but  one  other  practitioner  in  the  dis- 
trict. Complaints  have  on  some  occasions  been  brought  against  the  .medical  attendant ; but 
they  have  been  proved,  on  investigation,  to  have  been  without  any  foundation.  The  poor  know 
that  they  can  at  all  times  obtain  easy  redress  for  any  irregularity  or  inattention  on  his  part ; 
but  when  his  removal  from  the  charity  was  sought  by  some  resident  gentlemen,  they  exerted 
themselves  in  such  a manner  in  his  favour,  that  he  was  retained  at  their  express  wish. 

The  dispensary  room  presented  a very  neat  and  orderly  appearance.  It  contained  a supply  Pharmacy, 
of  the  ordinary  medicines,  which,  though  scanty  in  quantity,  were  of  a tolerably  good  kind. 

They  had  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Harrington,  a druggist,  Cork.  When  the  absence  of  all  the 
more  dehcate  preparations,  as  morphia,  quinine,  &c.  was  alluded  to  by  tlie  Assistant  Com- 
missioner, it  was  replied,  that  “ those  medicines  were  not  deemed  requisite.”  The  annual 
expense  of  medicine  for  the  last  three  years,  as  paid  for  by  the  rieasurer,  has  amounted  to 
30Z.  The  stock  is  always  under  the  care  of  the  attending  physician,  and  is  not  accessible  to 
any  other  individual.  He  is  not  permitted  to  sell  any  part  of  it  under  any  circumstances.  In 
his  private ’practice  he  does  not  supply  medicine,  confining  himself  merely  to  prescribing. 

The  medical  attendant  is  provided  with  but  few  surgical  instruments  by  the  charity ; when 
the  use  of  others  is  required,  he  is  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his  own.  He  is  only  authorized 
to  make  use  of  leeches  in  very  particular  cases.  Vaccination  is  performed  gratuitously  at 
the  dispensary  ; but  the  medical  attendant  states,  that  having  seen  several  cases  of  fatal  small- 
pox occurring  in  individuals  whom  he  had  himself  vaccinated,  he  is  inclined  to  put  very  little 
confidence  in  its  preventive  efficacy ; such  is  also  the  opinion  spreading  among  the  population. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  inoculated  upwards  of  60  persons  last  year  with  variolous 
matter,  all  of  whom  took  the  disease  in  a most  favourable  degree.  There  was  not  one  case  of 
a confluent  character  amongst  them,  and  not  a single  death.  The  disease  taken  naturally 
has  prevailed  to  a considerable  extent  of  late  years. 


A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  which  specifies  the  names  and  residences  of  Pacients’  Hcgislra- 
all  who  apply  to  him  for  relief,  the  date  of  application,  together  with  the  name  of  the  sub-  lion, 
scriber  who  recommends  them,  and  the  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  they  labour.  At 
a subsequent  period  the  termination  of  the  disease  is  added.  Whenever  he  has  occasion  to 
refuse  aid  to  any  one,  he  is  accustomed  to  acquaint  the  recommending  subscriber  with  his 
reasons  for  so  doing.  At  the  date  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  the  names  of 
four  patients  were  pointed  out  to  liim  as  being  under  course  of  treatment  at  their  homes. 

Ofthese,  one  was  an  individual  who  had  cut  his  own  throat.  They  were  likewise  informed 
that  20  patients  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  the  dispensary  on  the  public  days.  Tire 
medical  attendant  was  unable  to  speak  accurately  as  to  the  number  of  capital  operations 
which  he  had  performed  during  the  three  previous  years ; but  he  stated  that  he  had  been 
called  on  in  about  20  cases  of  difficult  parturition. 

A recommendatory  letter  from  a subscriber  is  an  indispensable  condition  in  all  those  who  Who  emiiled  t<» 
seek  the  aid  of  this  charity.  An  exception  is  only  made  in  those  cases  of  accident  which  Ileliei'. 
require  immediate  attention.  The  servants  of  subscribers  are  at  all  times  attended  to,  and  • 
as  it  IS  the  custom  to  give  both  medicine  and  advice  to  some  of  the  poorer  subscribers,  when 
such  appears  warrantable  to  the  medical  attendant,  there  is  some  reason  to  suspect  that  not 
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a few  individuals  participate  in  the  benefits  of  this  estabhshment  whose  means  in  no  degree 
entitle  them  to  gratuitous  relief.  From  the  facility  with  which  recommendations  may  be 
obtained,  there  is,  at  the  same  time,  every  security  that  the  indigent  and  the  stranger  shall 
not  seek  assistance  in  vain. 

On  the  days  that  have  been  already  specified,  all  persons  under  the  above  conditions,  who 
present  themselves  at  the  dispensary,  receive  advice  and  medicine ; but  in  addition,  the 
medical  attendant  is  boimd  to  visit  at  their  own  homes,  both  by  day  and  night,  those  patients 
whose  diseases  confine  them  to  the  house  ; several  of  the  witnesses  bear  testimony  to  the 
maimer  in  which  he  has  discharged  this  part  of  his  duty ; and  he  states  himself,  that  “ he 
considers  daily  attendance  is  quite  indispensable  in  acute  disorders,  and  that  he  would  give 
it  as  often  as  might  be  necessary.”  In  paying  these  visits  the  limits  of  the  district  ai-e  not 
always  adhered  to ; in  particular  cases  they  are  frequently  exceeded.  No  prescription  book 
is  kept ; but  it  was  stated  that  no  other  prescriptions  are  compounded  at  the  institution  than 
those  of  the  attending  physician.  Midwifery  cases  are  only  attended  to  by  that  gentleman 
when  any  featiue  of  an  imusual  nature  presents  itself.  In  oi’dinary  cases  the  poor  are 
assisted  by  midwives,  whose  ignorance  and  unskilfulness  is  represented  as  being  extreme, 
so  much  so,  that  fatal  effects  often  result. 

There  are  not  any  institutions  in  this  neighbourhood  for  supplying  food  or  clothing  to 
tlie  poor. 

The  principal  direction  of  this  charity  rests  in  a committee  of  nine  members,  who  are 
annually  elected  at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers.  They  assemble  at  in-egular  periods, 
but  minutes  are  always  kept  of  their  proceedings.  The  surgeon  is  not  admitted  to  any  share 
in  the  general  management,  nor  is  there  any  person  ex  officio  among  the  governors.  Besides 
the  committee  a-  board  of  superintendence  is  appointed  by  tlie  grand  jury,  and  on  two  recent 
occasions  tlie  state  of  the  dispensary  and  its  accounts  have  been  examined  by  some  of  the 
gentlemen  of  whom  it  is  constituted. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer,  who  acts  without  remuneration,  but  does  not 
give  the  security  which  the  Act  of  Parhament  requires.  He  is  elected  annually,  but  there 
are  not  any  bye-laws  to  regulate  the  appointment.  It  is  stated  that  religious  prejudices  are 
not  allowed  to  interfere  in  the  management  of  this  institution,  which  is  exclusively  main- 
tained by  persons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion.  It  has  never  been  found  necessary 
to  remove  or  suspend  any  of  the  officers  connected  with  it. 

A written  report  is  annually  made  and  laid  before  the  grand  jmy.  The  want  of  unanimity 
which  prevails  among  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  district  operates  very  prejudicially  to  the 
interest  of  tliis  dispensary.  Its  funds  at  present  ai-e  very  low,  so  much  so,  that  it  is  to  be 
apprehended,  that  it  cannot  much  longer  continue  in  existence.  On  the  last  occasion  of 
applying  for  the  usual  county  grant,  it  was  found  impossible  to  comply  with  the  proviso 
which  requires  that  a certain  amount  shall  have  been  previously  contributed.  In  consequence 
the  presentment  was  withheld.  At  present  the  subscribers  are  for  the  most  part  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  and  are  thus  obliged,  in  order  to  provide, the  requisite  number  of  gui- 
nea subscribers,  who  alone  are  entitled  to  vote  and  to  become  members  of  the  committee, 
to  unite  their  subscriptions  and  give  them  in  as  the  contribution  of  one  individual.  (The 
dispensary  which  exists  at  Farside  cannot  be  considered  otherwise  than  in  the  light  of  a 
private  establishment.) 

The  receipts  in  1-832  consisted  of — 


Subscriptions 

Presentment 


But  in  the  following  year  the  income  had  decreased  to — 

Subscriptions  ------- 

Presentment 


£. 

s. 

d. 

- 73 

6 

- 70 

- 

- 

£.  143 

6 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 53 

1 

6 

- 53 

- 

£.106 

1 

6 

The  institution  does  not  possess  any  fixed  property. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  exclusively  in  his  hands. 

The  principal  items  of  disbursement  are  house-rent,  the  salary  of  the  physician,  and  me- 
dicine. The  expenditiue  for  the  year  1833,  was  961.  14s. ; but  this  account  does  not  include 
quite  the  whole  year.  That  of  the  year  1832  amounted  to  124^.  19s.  2d.  Bills  are  examined 
by  the  committee,  and  on  their  order  are  discharged  by  the  treasurer. 

"^The  accounts  are  balanced  twice  in  the  year,  but  no  copy  of  them  could  be  procured  by 
the  Assistant  Commissioner. 
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This  dispensary  is  designed  to  afford  relief  to  the  sick  poor  of  a population  of  about  8,000, 
within  a district  extending  eight  miles  ill  a westerly,  and  six  m a liortlierly,  direction.  The  w.P.*Borrciir*iq.  m?c. 

neighbouring  institutions  are  those  at  Mallow,  Kanturk,  Buttervant  and  Glantane,  distant  

respectively  about  six  miles.  This  dispensary  is  considered  quite  sufficient  for  the  district.  "■ 

It  is  considered  that  five  miles  is  the  utmost  distance  that  ought  to  bg  included  in  a dis-  Ba%c/o«^A 

pensai-y  district.  No  persons  have  ever  been  refused  relief  here  ; but  there  is  no  intern  Dispensary, 

accommodation.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  contiguity  of  the  Mallow  Infirmary,  no  Population  and 
inconvenience  is  on  this  account  experienced.  It  was  considered  most  desirable  to  establish  Extent  of  Country, 
medical  districts,  with  a dispensary  attached,  to  each  capable  of  receiving  a few  cases  of 
fever  or  bad  accidents.  > 

A small  house  in  the  village  is  hired,  at  the  rent  of  six  guineas  per  annum,  which  answers  Building,  Furniture 
all  the  purposes  of  a dispensary.  There  are  no  baths  or  out-buildings  of  any  kind  attached  and  Gi  ounds. 
to  it. 

The  sole  medical  officer,  a^ed  41  years,  graduated  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh  in  1821,  Medical  Officer, 
and  was  there  also  educated  for  midwifery  : he  resides  about  one  mile  from  the  institution,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  in  the  year  1820,  by  the  vote  of  the  subscribers  at  large,  as  general 
medical  attendant;  previous  to  this  period  he  practised  as  a physician.  He  holds  no  other 
appointment ; but  is  allowed  private  practice.  In  the  event  of  temporary  absence  (of  which 
he  is  obliged  to  give  notice)  his  brother,  who  has  been  educated  to  the  profession,  would 
attend  for  him.  The  days  and  hours  appointed  for  his  attendance  are  Tuesday  and  Friday, 
from  nine  until  two  o’clock.  His  brother  occasionally  assists  him  ; but  for  so  doing  receives 
no  emolument  from  the  institution.  In  case  he  were  irregular  in  his  attendance,  a controlling 
power  rests  -with  the  subscribers  at  large.  The  medical  officer  is  always  at  hand  to  afford 
relief  in  case  of  sudden  accident;  and  the  medicines  are  generally  dispensed  by  him,  but 
occasionally  by  his  brother. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  60 1.  per  annum ; an  additional  sum  is,  however,  Payment, 
often  given  as  a gratuity ; he  has  no  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance,  nor  is  he 
provided  from  the  funds  with  board  or  lodging.  The  grand  jury  have  no  control  whatever, 
if  the  committee  or  subscribers  authorized  salaries  higher  than  were  requisite  to  obtain 
efficient  medical  officers.  Any  combination  between  a medical  man  and  his  filends  to  raise 
an  institution  for  the  sake  of  tire  medical  attendant,  and  defraud  the  county  by  retaining  its 

Eant  and  returning  its  subscriptions,  is  considered  impracticable  here ; but  the  grand  jury 
ive  no  pow'er'  sufficient  to  prevent  such  an  abuse. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  lai’ge.  When  a vacancy  occurs  notice  Election, 
is  given  by  public  advertisement  in  the  newspapers  in  order  to  induce  the  largest  possible 
competition.  It  is  considered  that  a controlling  power  over  the  elections  would  certainly  be 
desirable.  , A degree  from  some  college  or  university  is  regarded  as  indispensable  to  a can- 
didate. There  is  no  limitation  as  to  age,  either  in  appointuig  or  displacing  medical  officers, 
neither  is  there  any  superannuation  nor  retiring  allowance.  There  was  no  other  candidate 
than  the  present  officer  at  the  last  election.  The  condition  for  voting  is  the  payment  of  sub- 
scription, and  this  is  never  lost  sight  of.  It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  send  notice  of 
appointment  with  the  age  and  certificates  of  qualification  of  the  candidates  to  the  gi'and 
jury.  The  neighbourhood  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  the 
dispensary  emolument,  nor  is  there  any  one  resident  in  the  disti’ict  eligible  to  the  insti- 
tution, except  those  in  Mallow,  none  of  whom  would  be  likely  to  serve  gratuitously.  No 
mortality  has  hitherto  taken  place  among  the  medical  officers.  In  case  of  harshness  to  or 
neglect  of  the  patients  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant,  they  can,  without  fear  of  con- 
sequences, complain  to  the  subscribers  at  large,  or  to  any  one  of  them,  and  of  this  mode  of 
redress  the  poor  are  generally  aware.  It  has  not  occurred  here  that  any  medical  officer  has 
been  appointed  or  retained  ag-ainst  the  known  feelings  of  the  people. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  very  neatly  kept,  and  the  medicines  are  Pharmacy, 
of  good  quality,  and  in  sufficient  quantity,  w'ith  an  adequate  supply  of  the  more  expensive 
description;  they  are  furnished  by  Messrs.  Gosnell  and  Co.  of  Cork,  and  are  paid  for  by 
the  treasurer,  the  cost  amounting  in  1831  to  24l.  lls.  bd. ; in  1832,  27 Z.  7s.  7d. ; and  in 
1833  to  23 1.  16  s.  1 d.  The  medicines  are  locked  up,  and  the  key  kept  either  by  the  medical 
attendant  or  liis  brother.  None  are  ever  sold,  nor  does  the  surgeon  ever  avail  himself  of  them 
for  private  practice.  The  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions  is  very  good ; but  there  are  no 
surgical  instruments  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the  institution.  Leeches  are  but  very  seldom 
supplied,  on  account  of  their  expense.  The  medical  officer  is  bound,  as  far  as  he  is  able, 
to  give  vaccine  matter  gratis  to  the  neighbourhood.  He  is  not  prevented  from  inoculating 
with  small-pock  matter,  but  is  not  in  the  habit  of  using  it. 

A_  register,  particularizing  the  disease  of  each  patient  and  its  termination  is  kept  by  the  patients’  llegistra- 
medical  officer  ; but  no  copy  of  it  is  lodged  with  the  grand  jury,  nor  does  it  appear  they  have  tion. 
on  any  occasion  required  its  production.  No  person  jiroperly  recommended  has  been  ever 
refused  relief.  The  number  of  patients  on  the  books  of  the  institution  when  visited  by  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  w'as — attended  at  home,  four ; those  who  come  to  the  institution, 
thirty.  No  capital  operations  have  been  performed  within  the  last  three  years. 

O.5.  P 2 A recommendation 
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108  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT/rom  the  COMMISSIONERS /or  inquiring 

A recommendation  from  a subscriber  entitles  the  bearer  to  relief,  and  no  difficultyin  procuring 
one  is  experienced,  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  being  sufficient,  aiid  no  limitation  bemg 
attached  to  the  number  which  each  may  issue.  Persons  whose  circumstances  do  not  require 
gratuitous  relief  have  occasionally  participated  in  the  benefits  of  the  institution ; but  this 
abuse  does  not  often  occur.  Attendance  is  given  gratuitously  to  the  poorer  subscribers.  No 
poor  person  from  the  mere  circumstances  of  his  being  unknown  to  or  disliked  by  the  sab- 
. scribers  would  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  coimty  subscription. 

. Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  the  sick  poor  are  visited,  when  necessary, 
at  their  own  dwellings,  within  the  limit  of  six  or  seven  miles.  Two  or  three  visits  in  the 
. day  would  be  paid,  or  attendance  given  in  the  night,  if  required  by  the  exigency  of  the 
case.  If  an  accident,  such  as  a fractured  limb  occurred,  the  case  would  he  attended  to, 
hut  the  institution  has  not  the  necessary  means  (such  as  splints,  bandages,  &c.)  for  affording 
relief.  Prescriptions  of  a practitioner  unconnected  with  the  charity  are  not  made  up  at  the 
dispensary.  Difficult  lying-in  cases  are  attended  by  the  medical  officer,  if  required,  but 
generally  the  poor  employ  midvrives,  who  are  grossly  ignorant,  and  injury,  and  even  death 
often  occurs  in  consequence  of  their  want  of  skiff.  Daily  attendance  on  the  sick  is  considered 
necessary,  particularly  in  acute  cases,  which  are  visited  as  often  as  required,  ©ccasional 
attendance,  except  in  chronic  cases,  is  of  little  or  no  use.  The  medical  officer  is  bound  to 
supply  vaccine  matter  gratis,  as  far  as  he  is  able. 

Vaccination  is  performed  on  all  cases  presented  ; the  results  are  very  favourable,  as  pre- 
ventive of  small-pox;  there  is  however  a good  deal  of  the  disease  prevalent  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. In  the  opinion  of  the  persons  examined,  the  confidence  of  the  public  in 
vaccination  is  considerably  increasing. 

The  medical  attendant  is  not  prevented  from  inoculating  with  small-pock  inatter,  but  he 
does  not  and  would  not  do  so. 

This  institution  does  not  supply  wine  or  any  other  extra,  nor  is  there  in  the  neighbourhood 
any  other  charity  on  which  the  physician  can  issue  an  order  for  food,  clothes  or  fuel. 

None  supplied. 

The  general  committee  of  management  consists  of  about  26  individuals.  The  regular 
fixed  meetings  take  place  twice  a year,  hut  are  not  regularly  at|;ended  ; as  many  members 
as  are  present  constitute  a meeting,  and  not  more  than  six  or  eight  generally  attend.  All 
governors  are  equally  entitled  to  attend  and  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings are  kept.  No  person  is  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  The  medical  officer 
is  a subscriber  and  votes,  but  the  affairs  of  the  institution  have  not  in  any  essential  par- 
ticular been  left  to  his  management. 

There  is  no  managing  committee,  hut  there  is  a hoard  of  superintendence  appointed  by 
the  grand  jury.  During  the  intervals  between  the  meetings  no  visiting  governor  acts  or  ever 
visits  tire  patients  officially. 

Officers,  not  medical,  are  annually  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  lai'ge,  but  there  are 
no  printed  bye-laws  to  I'egulate  elections ; the  voting  is  open,  a mode  of  election  considered 
I'eneficial  It  would  certainly  be  well  to  vest  in  a superior  authority  a veto  to  prevent  im- 
proper elections.  No  particular  religious  belief  excludes  a person  from  being  an  officer. 
No  sudden  accession  of  governors  or  governesses  took  place  before  the  election  of  any  officer. 
The  only  non-medical  officers  connected  with  the  institution  are  the  treasurer  and  collector ; 
tire  former  acts  gratuitously,  and  gives  no  security;  the  latter  is  a salaried  officer.  No 
instance  has  occurred  of  an  officer  belonging  to  the  institution  having  been  suspended  or 
removed. 

There  is  but  one  attendant,  a female,  who  resides  at  the  dispensary,  and  is  paid  one  pound 
a year  by  the  treasurer,  without  any  otlier  perquisite  but  her  lodgings.  She  is  appointed  by 
the  subscribers. 

Reports  are  made  once  a year  to  the  grand  jury,  but  not  printed. 

The  clergy,  medical  men,  gentry  and  middle  class  of  farmers  might,  with  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  poor,  be  formed  into  a board  of  health.  The  district  does  afford  a suffi- 
cient nunrber  of  persons  qualified,  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of 
the  wants  of  the  poor,  if  it  were  thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded 
by  dispensaries. 

The  amount  of  subscriptions  and  donations  for  the  year  1831,  was  Qll.  5^.  id. ; for  1832, 
66/.  10s.  2d.;  for  1S33,  67/.  11s.  Id.  Very  few  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  The 
existence  of  the  institution  is  precarious,  and  iu  a great  degree  depends  on  the  large  contri- 
bution of  one  subscriber  who  gives  20/.  a year,  late  currency,  which,  if  withdrawn,  would 
materially  injure  the  institution. 

Subscriptions  are  never  here  attended  with  the  stipulation  that  the  subscriber,  or  any  of 
his  family,  should  receive  medicine  or  medical  relief  gratis. 

The  institution  possesses  no  capital  stock,  in  houses  or  lands,  from  which  an  income  is 
derivable. 

The  collector  receives  the  subscriptions,  on  which  he  is  paid  a small  per  centage. 

The  funds  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer,  until  required,  no  sums  being  placed  in 
the  charge  of  any  salaried  officers  or  servants. 

The 
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The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  for  the  year  ending  30th  June  1834: 


£.  i. 


<1. 


Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  on 


ist  July  1833  - 

- 2 4 

9i 

Subscriptions  _ . - 

- 64  8 

2 

County  Grant  - 

- 60  - 

- 

£.126  12 

11^ 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  on 

1st 

July  1834  ... 

- £.2  13 

9i 

Salary  to  Medical  Attendant  - 
Gratuity  to  Medical  Attendant  for 
tending  Fever  and  other  Patients 
at  their  own  Irouses  - - - 

Medicines  - - - , • 

Rent  - 

Fuel,  &c.  &c.  .... 

Balance 


£. 


6o  - - 


30  - - 
23  16  1 
6 6- 
3 17  I 
2 »3  9i 


126  12  11| 


All  bills  are  examined  previous  to  payment,  both  by  the  treasurer  and  medical  attendant. 
Accounts  are  made  up,  audited  and  reported  half  yearly,  when  they  are  presented  to  the 
subscribers,  and  copies  thereof  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

This  dispensary  is  judiciously  placed  in  the  centre  of  its  distiict,  which  extends  on  all 
sides  about  six  miles.  Within  its  limits  there  is  no  second  medical  charity;  but  in  the 
direction  of  the  four  cardinal  points  there  are  four  institutions  of  a similar  character  veiy 
nearly  on  tire  boundary  line.  The  witnesses  consider  that  it  is  amply  sufficient,  so  far  as  its 
expressed  object  goes,  for  the  wants  of  the  population  for  which  it  is  intended,  namely, 
■about  12,000  ; but  they  add,  that  no  dispensary  can  be  effective  which  embraces  a greater 
extent  of  country  than  the  present.  No  patient  has  been  ever  refused  relief  here,  at  least 
from  the  want  of  means  ; but  much  incoirvenience  has,  at  times,  been  felt  from  the  absence 
of  any  intern  accommodation.  The  witnesses  would  be  very  anxious  that  medical  districts 
should  be  fomied  to  each  of  which  a dispensary  could  be  attached  ; and  a small  hospital, 
with  a few  fever  beds  to  every  two  or  three  of  such  districts. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a stone  built  cottage,  containing  a dispensing  room  ■of  about 
thirty  feet  square,  and  a waiting-room.  The  house  is  in  very  good  repair,  but  contains  no 
furniture  beyond  a few  chairs,  and  is  unprovided  with  baths. 

Tire  sole  medical  attendant  is  a gentleman  aged  twenty-six,  who  is  a graduate  of  the 
university  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  educated  in  midwifery  in  that  city  and  in  Paris.  He  was 
appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur  in  the  year  1834, 
and  is  unconnected  with  any  other  medical  establishment.  He  also  acts  as  apothecaiy  to 
the  institution,  and  is  engaged  in  private  practice.  Before  the  period  of  his  election,  he  had 
been  a practitioner  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  had  acted  as  cholera  inspector  for  one  half  of 
that  city.  He  resides  within  a few  paces  of  the  dispensary,  and  is  the  first  resident 
attendant  which  it  has  had.  His  duties  require  his  presence  at  it  on  three  days  in  the 
week;  and  although  he  has  not  hitherto  had  occasion  to  absent  himself,  it  is  understood 
that  he  may  obtain  leave  to  do  so,  on  giving  a week’s  notice  of  his  intention,  and  procuring 
a properly  qualified  substitute  to  act  in  his  place.  Being  a resident,  he  is  always  ready  to 
afibrd  assistance  in  cases  of  sudden  accident,  and  at  all  times  dispenses  the  necessaiy 
medicines  in  person,  which  are  administered  to  the  patients  by  the  nurses  of  the  vicinity. 

The  physician  receives  an  annual  salary  of  100/.,  and  does  not  obtain  any  further 
allowance  for  lodging  or  for  a horse.  He  is  paid  from  the  joint  fund  arising  from  annual 
subscriptions  and  the  grand juiy  grant;  and  the  last  named  body  have  it  in  tlieir  power  to 
check  any  undue  increase  of  salary,  by  refusing  to  present  for  the  usual  equivalent  to  the 
subscriptions.  • ■ 

There,  is,  however,  another  possible  abuse,  which  consists  in  the  unnecessary  formation  of 
dispensaries  by  means  of  the  subscriptions  of  individuals  interested  in  creating  a medical 
appointment ; and  it  is  admitted  that  in  this  case  the  grand  jury  are  altogether  without  any 
adequate  control. 

The  election  of  the  attending  physician  rests  with  the  subscribers,  whose  privileges  as  to 
voting  are  regulated  in  confoimity  with  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Whenever  a vacancy  occurs, 
notice  of  the  time  at  which  it  is  intended  to  fill  it,  is  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  in  order  to 
obtain  a competition.  At  the  last  election,  however,  there  was  but  one  candidate,  and  the 
testimonials  which  were  required  from  him  were  those  of  being  either  a surgeon  or  physician  of 
some  recognised  university.  Notice  of  his  appointment,  and  of  his  qualifications,  were  fur- 
nished to  the  grand  jury ; and  it  is  stated  that  the  control  over  appointments  which  at 
present  exists  has  been  found  quite  sufficient,  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  of  a 
superior  authority.  The  number  of  gentlemen,  or  of  persons  in  circumstances  to  maintain  a 
physician,  by  their  patronage,  resident  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  very  small ; and  were  it  not 
ter  this  present  institution,  the  district  would  be  quite  unprovided  with  medical  assistance. 
There  has  been  no  mortality  apiong  the  physicians  who  have  been-  connected  with  the 
Ballynaboy  Dispensary,  nor  have  any  arrangements  ever  been  made  for  the  granting  super- 
p 3 annuationa 


DiSPKN5-41UE8. 

J)Ivjister. 
County  Cork. 

Exaniinalions  taken  by 
Cusnck  Koney,  esq. 
W.P.  Borrei  t,  esq.,M.  d. 

Ballydough 

Dispensary. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


BaUynaboy, 
BaVinhassig  and 
Ballymartle 
Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


The  Building, 
Furniture  and 
Grounds. 

Medical  Oflicers. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.) 


Dispensaries. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  by- 
Cusack  Boney,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett,  esq.,M.n. 

Ballynaho’j, 
Ballinhassig  and 
Ballymartle 
Dispensary. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


no  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  from  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 

annuations  or  retiring  allowances.  Any  irregularity  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon 
to  patients  can  be  checked  by  a complaint  laid  before  the  committee.  The  poor  are  repre- 
sented as  being  acquainted  with  this  mode  of  obtaining  redress,  and  as  not  likely  to  hesitate 
in  making  use  of  it.  Hitherto  there  has  been  always  the  best  feeling  between  the  medical 
officers  and  those  confided  to  their  charge. 

The  dispensary  room  was  found  to  be  in  a perfectly  clean  and  orderly  condition,  and  to 
contain,  in  addition  to  the  ordinaiy  phannaceutical  apparatus,  a very  full  supply  of  medicine 
of  the  best  quality.  None  of  the  more  delicate  preparations,  such  as  morphia,  quinine,  &c. 
were  wanting,  all  having  been  procured  from  a wholesale  druggist  in  Cork,  who  was  per- 
fectly unconnected  with  the  institution,  and  had  been  selected  merely  because  his  prices  were 
the  most  reasonable.  His  bill  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  has  amounted  to  about 
18  I,  and  has  been  discharged  by  the  treasurer.  The  attending  physician  has  no  pecuniary 
interest  whatsoever  in  the  supply  of  medicine,  or  in  the  annual  cost  of  it.  With  a vi^w  to 
prevent  anything  of.  the  kind,  his  salary  has  been  determined  at  a fixed  amount,  and  he 
draws  his  payment  independent  of  any  other  circumstance.  The  stock  of  medicine,  how- 
ever, remains  under  the  care  of  his  assistant,  but  in  no  further  degree  than  respects  its 
custody,  as  he  does  not  interfere  with  the  disposal  of  it.  None  of  it  is  allowed  to  be  sold 
under  any  circumstances,  and  it  is  kept  quite  separate  fi-om-  the  medicine  employed  in  the 
private  practice  of  the  physician.  In  any  but  the  most  ordinary  operations,  the  medical 
attendant  uses  his  own  surgical  instruments,  as  he  is  not  furnished  by  the  institution  with 
any  thing  beyond  a pocket  case,  and  a midwifeiy  apparatus.  These  are,  however,  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  and  are  never  lent  to  any  practitioner  unconnected  with  the  charity.  The 
high  cost  of  leeches  preclude  their  being  made  use  of  in  the  practice  of  this  dispensary  ; the 
arrangements  which  have  been  made  for  the  diffusion  of  vaccination  deserve  much  praise. 
A resolution  of  the  subscribers  directs  that  notice  shall  he  given  three  or  four  times  a year 
from  the  several  places  of  religious  worship,  of  the  days  on  which  the  physician  proposes  to 
be  in  attendancefor  the  purpose  of  vaccinating  gratuitously  the  children  of  all  applicants.  The 
confidence  of  tlie  public  is  manifestly  increasing  in  the  practice,  and  the  medical  attendant 
confirms  the  justness  of  the  general  opinion.  He  states  that  a case  of  genuine  small-pox 
seldom,  if  ever,  ofccurs  after  vaccination,  and  that  the  disease  has  become  positively  rare 
during  the  last  few  years.  Although  not  forbidden,  his  practice  is,  never  to  inoculate  with 
variolous  matter. 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register  of  the  circumstances  under  which  all  applications 
for  relief  are  made.  On  seeing  each  patient,  he  enters  the  nature  of  his  disease,  and  when 
he  ceases  to  be  under  his  treatment,  he  makes  a note  of  the  termination.  He  has  never  had 
occasion  to  decline  rendering  assistance  to  any  applicant,  but  if  it  should  take  place,  the 
refusal  and  the  grounds  of  it  would  be  added  to  the  register.  Tlie  present  physician  having- 
held  his  situation  only  since  last  August,  is  unable  to  speak  of  the  number  of  capital  opera- 
tions which  had  been  performed  by  his  predecessor,  or  of  the  number  of  midwifery  cases 
which  he  had  attended,  but  since  bis  own  connexion  with  the  charity,  he  has  tended 
upwards  of  120  patients,  who  are  all  at  present  on  the  books,  and  of  whom  38  are 
receiving  attendance  at  their  own  dwellings.  It  is  not  customary  to  lay  this  register  or  a 
copy  of  it  before  the  grand  jury,  nor  has  its  production  been  ever  called  for. 

One  of  the  mies  of  the  dispensary  declares  that  none  shall  be  relieved  from  its  funds, 
except  those  who  have  procured  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber.  This  rule  admits  of 
medicine  and  advice  being  supplied  to  the  sen’ants  of  subscribers,  but  it  is  never  very  strictly 
enforced,  and  it  is  stated  that  any  applicant,  even  a stranger,  having  the  appearance  of 
povei-ty,  would  at  all  times  receive  the  aid  of  the  physician.  The  subscribers  of  a guinea 
and  upwards  are  not  limited  in  the  number  of  recommendations  which  they  may  issue ; those 
who  contribute  in  smaller  sums  are  only  entitled  to  give  two  or  three  at  the  same  time,  but 
in  each  case,  one  signature  is  sufficient ; the  latter  class  are,  further,  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
both  medicine  and  advice  gratuitously  for  themselves  and  family,  by  a distuict  understanding, 
if  not  by  a direct  compact  at  the  time.,of  giving  in  their  subscriptions.  This  practice,  it  would 
appear,  is  not  considered  incorrect,  as  the  answer  given  by  the  witnesses  to  the  question, 
whether  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  who  are  not  in  circumstances 
requiring  gratuitous  relief,  was  in  the  negative. 

In  addition  to  the  patients  who  ai-e  provided  with  medical  advice  and  assistance  at  the 
dispensai-y  on  the  public  days  that  have  been  mentioned  above,  it  is  part  of  the  attending 
physician’s  duty  to  visit  at  their  own  homes  all  those  persons  residing  within  the  district 
who  may  be  unable  to  seek  advice  in  person.  This  attention  is  rendered  both  by  day  and 
night,  and  as  often  as  is  consistent  with  a due  performance  of  the  general  duties  of  his 
situation.  On  this  point  the  physician  observes,  “ I am  accustomed  to  visit  acute  cases  as 
often  as  I can  spare  time,  sometimes  two  or  three  times  in  the  24  hours ; but  if  the  situation 
of  the  patient’s  house  be  very  remote,  the  visits  must  necessarily  be  less  frequent.  There 
are,  howevei-,  many  diseases  besides  those  of  a chronic  nature,  in  which  every  object  may 
be  obtained  by  occasional  attendance,  such  are  those  inflammatoryaffections,  where  immediate 
venesection  is  sufficient  to  arrest  the  further  progress  of  the  complaint.”  The  personal 
assistance  of  the  surgeon  is  always  given  when  accidents  occur,  but  mifortunately  the  in- 
stitution does  not  place  the  necessary  bandages  and  splints  at  his  disposal.  He  is  likewise 
liable  to  be  called  on  in  all  cases  of  difficult  parturition,  but  his  interference  is  not  often 
sought  as  an  accoucheur,  as  the  poor  are  generally  attended  by  individuals  who  it  is  stated 
are  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  branch  of  pi-actice  in  which  they  engage.  The  medical 
attendant  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  many  valuable  lives  have  been  sacrificed  in  consequence 
of  their  unskilfulness. 
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The  prescription-book  was  examined  by  tlie  Assistant  Commissioners,  who  had  reason 
to  express  their  approbation  of  the  nature  of  the  remedies  indicated  by  it.  They  were  in- 
formed that  no  other  prescriptions  than  those  of  the  attached  physician  had  hitherto  been 
compounded  with  the  medicines  of  the  dispensary,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  second 
practitioner  in  the  neighbourhood  ; but  it  was  added  that  no  objection  would  be  made  to 
such  a practice  should  necessity  require  it. 

Neither  tliis  nor  any  other  institution  in  the  district,  supplies  wine  or  nourishment  to  the 
poor  when  affected  with  sickness. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  an  annually  elected  committee,  consisting  of  about 
twelve  of  the  subscribers  ; this  body  is  directed  to  hold  meetings  three  or  four  times  in  the 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  managing  the  details  of  the  institution ; but  they  are  not  very 
regular  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  as  seldom  more  than  six  or  eight  members  attend 
the  quarterly  assemblies,  at  which  all  governors  are  equally  entitled  to  attend,  while  those 
who  are  absent  are  permitted  to  vote  by  pro^.  The  surgeon  has  no  further  share  in  the 
management  of  the  charity  than  as  respects  his  professional  services,  nor  is  there  any  person 
entitled,  ex  officio,  to  the  privileges  of  a governor. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  are  always  recorded,  and  in  the  intervals  of  their 
meetings  the  working  of  the  institution  is  subject  to  the  check  of  an  occasional  visit  from 
some  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  superintendence  which  is  appointed  by  the  grand 

jw‘y- 

There  is  but  one  non-medical  officer,  viz.  the  treasurer,  who  is  elected  annually  by  the 
subscribers,  and'  performs  his  duty  without  any  remuneration  ; conforms  to  the  provision  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  by  giving  the  required  security.  There  are  not  any  printed  bye-laws  for 
regulating  the  appointment  of  this  officer ; but  it  is  stated  by  the  witnesses  that  religious 
belief  has  never  influenced  the  election,  wliich  is  conducted  by  open  voting,  a mode  which 
has  been  found  advisable.  The  treasurer  is  held  accountable  to  the  subscribers,  and  although 
there  has  never  hitherto  been  any  occasion  to  remove  the  individual  who  happened  to  hold 
that  situation,  yet  it  is  suggested  by  the  witnesses  that  it  would  be  well,  in  order  to  prevent 
improper  appointments,  to  give  a veto  to  some  superior  authority. 

The  medical  attendant  is  allowed  to  select  an  attendant,  for  whom  he  provides  both  board 
and  lodging,  at  a short  distance  from  the  dispensary,  while  a salary  is  allowed  to  him  of  6 1. 
per  annum  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity.  There  are  no  formal  rules  for  his  conduct ; but. 
the  physician  is  at  liberty  to  discharge  him  if  he  thinks  proper. 

Nothing  beyond  medicine  is  purcliased  for  tlie  use  of  this  dispensary. 

The  rules  which  exist  for  the  management  of  this  institution  are  represented  to  be  of  use- 
ful tendency ; they  are  calculated  to  further  its  ends,  and  the  medical  attendant  sees  no  reason 
to  suggest  any  alteration. 

A very  useful  and  efficient  board  of  health  could  be , formed  iu  this  district  from  the  clergy 
and  other  persons  of  the  more  opulent  classes.  It  is  stated  that  many  of  them  would  be  very 
willing  to  co-operate  in  any  such  design,  and  would  take  a part  in  any  investigation  which 
might  be  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to  render  the  present  dispensary  system  more  exten- 
sively beneficial  to  the  poor.  The  witnesses  propose  that  the  district  dispensary  should  be 
the  place  of  meeting  for  snch  an  institution. 

The  sources  of  the  income  of  the  Ballynaboy  dispensary  are  annual  subscriptions  and  the 
grand  jury  grant.  The  former  have  amounted'  to  about  45  Z.  in  each  of  the  last  three  yeai's, 
and  the  latter  has  averaged  40Z.  in  the  same  period.  Very  few  individuals  of  the  poorer 
classes  are  to  be  found  among  the  subscribers,  whose  respective  contributions  ai’e  pretty  nearly 
equal  in  amount.  On  the  continuance  of  them  the  existence  of  the  chaiity  is  entirely  de- 
pendent, as  it  possesses  no  resources  nor  capital  of  a fixed  clxaracter. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  remain  until  required. 

The  principal  items  in  the  expenditm’e  are  the  physician’s  salary,  the  cost  of  medicine,  the 
wages  of  the  assistant  and  the  rent  of  the  dispensary  house ; taken  together  they  have 
polluted  to  about  90 1.  on  an  average  of  the  last  three  years.  The  examination  of  bills  due 
by  the  charity  is  confided  to  the  treasurer,  who  is  not,  however,  authorized  to  dischai’ge  them 
until  an  order  for  their  amount  has  been  given  by  the  committee. 

A statement  of  income  and  expenditure  is  made  annually,  of  which  copies  are  submitted  to 
the  subscribers  and  to  the  grand  jury. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Johns.  Bead,  esq.— Rev.  Mr.  Cahill,  a.  c.  c — Mr.  Richard  Clerke.— Mr.  Thomas  Clerke. 
—Mr.  Roger  Downing.— Thomas  Jenkins.— Mr.  J.  Riddle.— Dr.  Young.— Mr.  John 
Young,  apothecary.— The  son  of  the  medical  attendant,  a young  lad  without  any  degree,  acting 
during  the  absence  of  his  father. 

The  population  of  the  district  attached  to  the  Baiitry  Dispensary  amounts  to  nearly 
30,000,  of  whom,  a portion  are  obliged  to  travel  between  20  and  30  miies-to  partake  ot  the 
aid  which  it  affords;  on  one  side  there  are  no  medical  chanties  within  the  distance  ot 
six  miles,  and  the  district  is  considereu  to  be  of  an  extent  utterly  inconsistent  with  effi- 
ciency ; and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  witnesses  that  one  medical  man  should  not  be  required 
to  attend  at  any  greater  distance  than  three  miles  m any  direction  from  the  town ; however, 
extern  relief  has  never  been  refused  in  any  instance,  but  very  serious  inconvenience  has 
often  been  felt  from  the  want  of  some  intern  hospital  accommodation,  i he  witnesses 
sugge.st,  as  a remedy  for  the  deficiency,  that  the  surrounding  country  should  be  formed  into 
well  defined  medical  districts,  and  that  a dispensary  should  be  attached  to  each.  They 
would  further  propose,  that  an  hospital,  containing  a few  beds  for  the  reception  of  fevers 
and  accidents,  should  be  attached  to  each  union  consisting  of  three  or  four  ^ch  districts. 

This  dispensary  is  carried  on  in  d miserable  cabin,  in  whicb  a room  on  the  brst  floor  serves 
at  the  same  time  to  receive  patients  and  to  dispense  medicines.  There  are  neither  baths  nor 
outbuildings  attached  to  it,  and  it  pays  a rent  of  6 1 per  annum  to  the  proprietor,  who  is 
at  the  same  time  the  treasurer  of  the  institution.  Fortunately,  it  is  not  held  by  a lease,, and 
there  is,  therefore,  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  relinquishing  it.  It  would  be  desirable  that  m 
all  cases  the  dispensary  buildings  should  be  the  property  of  the  county.  If  such  were  the 
rule,  at  present,  the  establishment  in  question  would  not  be  of  the  discreditable  nature  winch 
has  been  described,  and  would  in  all  probability  have  been  move  judiciously  located  with 
reference  to  tliose  for  whose  benefit  it  purposes  to  be  designed. 

The  medical  attendant  was  not  present  at  the  examination,  but  it  was  stated  that  he  was 
a gentleman  aged  45,  who  had  graduated  in  Edinburgh,  and  who  had  been  appointed  to  his 
situation  in  the  year  1827  at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers.  He  does  not  hpld  any 
other  appointment,  and  resides  within  about  200  yards  of  the  dispensary  to  which  he  is 
attached  in  the  double  capacity  of  physician  and  surgeon.  Previous  to  his  election  he  had 
been  engaged  in  private  practice  in  the  town  of  Bantry ; and  he  is  permitted  to  attend  to  his 
private  Ingagements.  His  duties  are  not  unfrequently  performed  by  the  apothecary  of  the 
charity.  At  the  date  of  this  examination  he  had  been  absent  for  nearly  four  weeks,  during 
which  time  his  son  had  attended  in  his  place.  Notice,  however,  of  his  intention  and  of  this 
arrangement  was  given  on  the  evening  before  his  departure  to  both  the  secretary  and  trea- 
surer. The  fixed  periods  for  receiving  the  poor  at  the  dispensary  and  supplying  them  with 
medicine  are  from  11  until  2 o’clock  on  Mondays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays.  Ihere  is 
also  an  apothecary,  an  individual  altogether  unprovided  with  a diploma,  and  who,  ra  ffict, 
does  not  possess  a single  document  of  any  kind  which  would  show  that  he  is  qualmed  to 
make  up  medicine.  The  committee  are  represented  as  possessed  of  sufhcmnt  control  to 
check  any  irregularity  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  either  of  the  medical  officers,  and  it  is 
stated  that  the  poor  would  not  be  slow  in  availing  themselves  of  the  redress  which  t^y  know 
is  to  be  obtained  by  laying  their  just  complaints  before  that  body.  Hitherto  no  officer  has 
been  in  connection  with  the  dispensaiy  who  did  not  possess  their  confidence  and  their  good, 
will. 

The  physician  receives  a salary  of  6oZ.  per  annum;  that  of  the  apothecary  is  40  . 
Neither  receive  any  allowance  for  lodging  or  for  the  support  of  a horse ; the  subscnbers  are 
quite  independent  of  any  external  authority  in  determinmg  the  amount  of  the  salaries  which 
they  may  t\dnk  proper  to  assign  to  then-  medical  officers.  The  grandjury  have  not  the  power 
of  interfering  in  the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  money  which  they  annually  grant  wr  the  pur- 
poses of  the  charity ; they  may  withhold  it  altogether,  but  they  either  cannot  or  do  not  accom- 
pany it  with  any  conditions,  and  here  is  a case  where  an  appointment  wth  a salary  has  been 
made  in  favour  of  a man  who  can  produce  no  testimonial  to  prove  that  he  is  adequate  to  the 
duties  which  he  undertakes  to  perform. 

The  subscribers  have  the  privilege  of  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the  riiedical  situations. 
There  has,  however-,  been  but  one  election  since  the  foundation  of  the  dispensary,  and  ttie 
present  officers  were  the  only  candidates.  As  to  the  testimonials  which  they  were  required 
to  produce,  the  physician  is  said  to  be  a graduate  of  Edinburgh ; the  apothecary  was  not 
called  on  for  any  diploma,  although  the  laws  direct  that  he  should  m a 1 oases  act  as  the 
substitute  of  the  medical  attendant  when  that  officer  should  happen  to  be  absent.  w 
not  requisite  to  lay  before  the  grand  jury  a statement  of  the  qualifications  of  either  gentle- 
man ; and  all  those  were  admitted  to  vote  at  their  appointment  who  had  paid  up  their  annual 
subscription  of  one  guinea.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  laws  of  the  institution  tor  grantin^ 
superannuations  or  retiiing  allowances. 

The  room  containing  the  medicines  had  an  appearance  of  tolerable  neatness;  the  supply 

of  medicine  was  sufficient  in  the  ordinary  articles,  and  seemed  to-  be  ot  good  quality, 
some  quinine  had  been  provided,  but,  with  this  exception,  there  were  none  of  the  more 
delicate  preparations  to  be  observed ; the  whole  was  under  the  care  of  the  houseke^er,  or 
rather  of  a poor  old  female,  who  occupied  the  ground  floor  of  the  house.  Messrs,  krosnei 
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& Co.,  of  Cork,  are  dmggists  to  the  dispensary,  and  subscribe  a guinea  annually  to  its 
funds.  The  cost  of  medicine  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  had  been  as  follows : — 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  48  11  8 

1832  ---  48  19  5 


1833 


53  5 


Dispensaries. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

E:camiiiations  taken  hj 
Cusack  Ronev,  esq. 
W.P.Borreit,e5a.M.B. 


These  accounts,  it  was  admitted,  had  been  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  certificate  of  the  

medical  attendant  saying  that  they  were  correct ; such  a mode  of  proceeding  is,  however,  Batitry  Dispensary, 
contraiy  to  a bye-law,  which  declares  that  no  payment  shall  be  made  except  by  an  order  of  — 
the  committee,  signed  by  all  the  members  who  may  happen  to  be  present  at  the  time. 

The  sale  of  any  part  of  the  dispensary  medicines  is  prohibited  under  any  circumstances, 
and  with  this  view  they  are  kept  separate  from  those  used  in  the  private  practice  of  the 
medical  officers.  The  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions  is  of  a very  inditterent  descrip- 
tion ; and  the  only  surgical  instruments  possessed  by  the  charity  are  a stomach-pump,  a 
scalpel,  a few  bistories  and  a razor ; however,  they  are  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
establishment,  and  are  never  used  but  in  its  practice,  in  wliich  leeches  are  never  introduced. 

Vaccination  is  altogether  neglected.  The  medical  attendant  is  not  required  to  extend  it,  but 
on  the  contrary,  is  permitted  to  inoculate  the  children  of  all  applicants  with  variolous  matter. 

In  this  manner  he  gave  the  disease  to  nearly  1,300  individuals  in  the  course  of  tlie  year 
1832  ; during  the  last  year  he  has  refrained  from  practising  inoculation  at  the  dispensary, 
but  it  is  admitted  that  it  has  been  continued  in  private.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  were  not  surprised  to  leam  that  the  disease  taken  naturally  had 
prevailed  to  a considerable  extent.  In  justification  of  the  practice  which  has  been  men- 
tioned,' it  was  stated  by  the  witnesses,  that  the  public  no  longer  reposed  any  confidence  in  - 
vaccination.  This  opinion  should,  however,  be  received  with  caution,  as  it  was  given  by  the 
apothecary,  who  has  adopted  a contrary  mode  of  action,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain 
the  sentiments  of  the  very  respectable  medical  attendant. 

The  individual  called  the  apothecary  keeps  a register-,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  the  patients’  Reeistra- 
nature  of  the  disease  under  which  each  person,  applying  for  relief,  labours.  The  apothecary 
states,  that  in  no  instance  has  relief  been  refused  when  demanded,  under  proper  conditions. 

At  the  date  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner’s  visit,  the  register  contained  the  names  of 
ten  persons  who  were  under  treatment  at  their  own  homes ; and  of  thirty  more  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  attending  at  the  institution.  During  three  years  there  had  not  been 
any  operation  of  importance  performed  by  the  medical  attendant ; but  he  had  attended 
about  51  poor  women  in  their  confinement  during  that  period. 

No  person  is  entitled  to  relief  except  those  who  have  pi-ovided  themselves  with  the  recom-  who  entitled  to 
mendation  of  a subscriber ; this  i-ule  is  not  deviated  from  except  in  cases  of  sudden  accident.  Relief. 

Each  subscriber  is  limited  to  a certain  number  of  orders,  but'  as  a single  signature  is  con- 
sidered sufficient,  there  cannot  be  much  difficulty  in  any  poor  person  procuring  one.  No 
subscriber  is  attended  gratuitously  by  the  physician,  but  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that 
not  a few  contrive  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  whose  circumstances  do  not 
entitle  them  to  gratuitous  relief. 

In  addition  to  the  patients  who  receive  relief  at  the  dispensary,  the  sick  are  also  visited  Extern  Patients, 
at  their  own  dwellings  any  where  within  a distance  of  four  miles  ; this  attention,  it  is  stated, 
would  be  paid  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night ; and  on  this  point  it  was  said  that  the 
medical  attendant  considered  daily  attendance  as  absolutely  necessary  in  all  instances  of 
acute  disorder,  and  only  to  be  dispensed  with  when  the  patient  labours  under  a chronic 
affection.”  There  are  not,  unfortunately,  any  of  the  apparatus  necessary  in  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  accident.  Poor  women  are  attended  in  their  confinement  whenever  their  delivery 
is  protracted,  or  displays  any  features  of  difficulty ; in  general,  however,  they  fall  into  the 
hands  of  midwives,  whose  ignorance  is  often  productive  of  fatal  consequences  to  both 
mother  and  child. 


From  the  dispensary  no  nourishment  of  any  kind  is  supplied  to  the  sick  poor,  but  a small  Nourishment, 
fund  exists,  derived  from  weekly  subscriptions  of  a few  shillings  for  giving  food  and  wine  in 
extreme  cases  of  destitution,  accompanied  with  disease. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary  is  vested  in  the  body  of  sub-  General  Manage- 
scribers,  who  amount  in  numbers  to  47.  A general  meeting  is  appointed  to  be  held  each  ment. 
year,  but  it  is  rarely  attended  by  more  than  15  or  20,  although  all  governors  are  equally 
entitled  to  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  these  meetings  are  always 
kept ; neither  of  the  medical  officers  is  a governor,  nor  have  they,  it-  is  stated,  been  allowed 
to  take  any  prominent  part  in  the  principal  direction. 

A managing  committee  has  never  been  elected,  although  the  laws,  as  prmted,  direct  the  Managing 
contrary.  There  is,  however,  a board  of  superintendence  appointed  by  the  grand  jury,  and  Committee, 
two  of  its  members  have  inspected  the  institution  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  There 
IS  no  -visiting  governor. 

The  treasurer  and  secretary  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large ; neither  of  them  receive  Ofllcers,  not 
any  salary,  but  the  former  does  not  enter  into  the  security  required  by  the  Act  of  Parliament:  medical, 
they  have  both  held  their  appointments  since  the  commencement  of  the  charity,  when  they 
were  chosen  by  open  voting,  and  without  reference  to  their  religious  persuasions. 

A feeble  old  woman  resides  under  the  title  of  housekeeper  in  the  Dispensary-house ; she  Attendants, 
receives  as  wages  3 1.  18s.  a year,  and  has  no  perquisite,  or  other  allowances  ; she  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  subscribers,  who  can  remove  her  at  pleasure. 

The  rules  and  regulations  which  were  originally  agreed  upon  for  the  conduct  of  the  charity.  Rules, 
and  all  connected  with  it,  are  calculated  to  promote  its  utility  in  every  respect.  Unfortunately 
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they  are  little  regarded,  and  are  openly  transgressed  in  important  instances.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  much  evil  has  arisen  fi-om  the  want  of  some  uniform  system  for  the 
general  management  of  dispensaries. 

Of  late  it  has  been  customary  to  make  half-yearly  reports  on  the  affairs  of  the  charity,  and 
to  lay  them  before  the  grand  jury  in  manuscript.  Formerly  this  was  done  but  once  a year. 
It  is  conceived  that  much  good  would  result  from  the  permanent  establishment  of  a board 
of  health  in  Bantry.  There  are  many  gentlemen  resident  there  who  would  cheerfully  lend 
their  assistance  to  conduct  it,  and  who  would  take  part  in  any  investigation  of  the  wants  of 
the  poor  which  it  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  enter  into,  pi’evious  to  extending  the  aid 
desirable  from  the  present  dispensary  system. 

The  income  of  this  dispensary  is  derived  partly  from  annual  subscriptions,  and  partly  from 
the  presentment  granted  by  the  grand  jury,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  amount  of  fines  levied 
at  the  petty  sessions.  The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  during  each  of  the  last  four 
years. 

1831.  1 1832.  1 1833.  ] 1834. 


Subscriptions  - 
Presentments  - 
Fines  - - - - 


f.  s.  d. 
96  3 3 

60  - - 


£.  s.  d. 
77  11  - 
70  - - 
14  1 - 


140  3 3 161  12  - 180 


£.  s.  d, 
7.6  n - 


None  of  the  poorer  classes  are  to  be  found  in  the  list  of  subscriptions,  which  are  chiefly 
composed  of  the  contributions  of  three  individuals  who  subscribe  respectively,  two  10?. 
each,  and  one  6 1.  annually ; with  the  continuance  of  their  donations  the  existence  of  the 
charity  is  closely  connected;  were  they  to  be  discontinued,  it  would  be  in  imminent  danger  of 
falling  to  the  ground,  as  it  does  not  possess  any  property  of  a fixed  nature. 

The  subscriptions  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  at  the  annual  meeting  convened  by  the 
secretary,  and  all  funds  remain  in  his  custody  until  required  for  current  expenses. 

Medicine,  salaries  and  rent  include  all  the  ordinary  items  of  expenditure  ; the  examination 
of  bills  that  become  due  is  intrusted  to  the  physician,  and  on  his  certificate  of  their  correct- 
ness, they  are  paid  by  the  treasurer,  though  the  laws  require  that  they  should  be  passed  in 
committee. 

The  accounts  are  balanced  every  six  months,  but  are  only  submitted  to  the  subscribers 
once  a year. 

Perso7is  xvJlo  attended  the  Examination. 

Charles  Connell,  esq.— Rev.  Mr.  Rorgan,  p.e — Thomas  B.  Martin,  esq.— Rev.  Mr. 

Peyton,  r.c.c. — Rev.  Mr.  Stopford,  Rector. 

The  population  of  the  district  attached  to  the  Blarney  Dispensary  amounts  to  4,000. 
The  district  itself  extends  about  four  and  a half  miles  in  most  directions,  but  some  parts  of  it 
are  nearly  six  miles  from  the  institution.  The  numerous  hospitals  in  the  city  of  Cork  are 
not  more  than  6 J miles  distant,  while  there  are  dispensaries  at  Cumna  and  at  Inniscarra, 
which  places  are  respectively  situated  at  six  and  four  miles  distant.  It  is  stated  that 
no  individual  has  ever  been  refused  relief  at  the  charity  under  consideration;  however 
this  may  be,  it  is  an  establishment  which  seems  to  .the  Assistant  Commissioners  to  have  been 
set  on  foot  for  the  sole  interest  of  its  medical  attendant. 

The  entire  premises  of  this  dispensary  consist  of  a single  room  of  the  most  miserable 
chai-acter,  and  which  serves  at  the  same  time  for  dispensing  medicine  and  as  a waiting  room. 
One  portion  of  tlie  floor  is  boarded,  the  remainder  is  formed  of  the  naked  earth.  It  contains 
no  furniture  of  any  kind,  except  one  old  chair  ; and  altogether  nothing  can  possibly  be  more 
different  from  what  a dispensary  should  be.  It  is  liired  at  an  annual  rent  of  3 1,  and  for- 
tunately may  be  surrendered  at  pleasure.  No  change  could  be  for  the  worse ; and  it  were 
much  to  be  desired  that  the  building  destined  for  similar  purposes  were  always  the  property 
of  the  county,  which  would  in  some  degree  guarantee  their  fitness  for  the  objects  proposed. 

The  present  medical  attendant  was  appointed  in  the  year  1828,  at  a general  meeting  of 
the  subscribers,  who  then  originated  the  charity.  He  acts  in  the  combined  capacity  of 
physician,  surgeon,  apothecary  and  accoucheur,  and  states  that  he  was  educated  in  all  the 
branches  of  Ins  profession  at  I’aris.  Previous  to  and  since  his  appointment,  he  has  resided 
in  Cork,  whei’e  he  is  engaged  in  private  practice,  at  a distance  of  six  miles  and  a half  from 
the  scene  of  his  duties.  He  holds  no  other  situation,  and  states  that  lie  is  always  ready  to 
attend  the  poor  when  called  upon.  There  is  no  regulation  as  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  may  perform  liis  duties  by  proxy ; but  it  is  admitted  that,  on  occasion  of  his 
illness,  he  procured  a gentleman  to  act  as  his  substitute  without  any  previously  obtained 
sanction  of  the  subscribers,  who  indeed  seem  to  have  had  no  knowledge  of  the  change  at 
any  period,  so  little  interest  do  they  take  in  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  and  so  little 
control  do  they  possess  over  them. 

The  fixed  periods  for  seeing  the  poor  are  three  days  in  the  week,  at  half  past  ten  o’clock. 

The 


‘ Passed  by  Grand  Jury,  but  the  amount  not  yet  known,  at  the  period  of  this  examination. 
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The  dui-ation  of  the  medical  officer’s  attendance  on  those  days  is  considered  long  enough, 
hut  it  is  thought  that  he  should  attend  more  frequently.  If  there  -were  a committee,  it 
would  be  able  to  check  any  irregularity  in  the  attendance.  At  present  there  is  no  person 
ever  at  hand  in  case  of  sudden  accident,  and  medicine  can  only  be  obtained  during  the 
presence  of  the  medical  attendant. 

The  physician  receives,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity,  an  annual  salary  of  86/.,  without  C 
any  allowance  for  horse  or  lodging.  In  fact,  the  amount  which  he  may  be  paid  for  his 
services  rests  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the  subscribers.  Neither  the  grand  jury  nor  any 
other  authority  can  prevent  a combination  between  an  individual  and  Ms  fiiends,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  establishment  of  the  present  kind ; and  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
cannot  avoid  remarking  that  the  Blarney  Dispensary  affords  a striking  proof  that  a medical  ' 
institution  may  be  set  on  foot  for  other  ends  than  tlie  advantage  of  the  poor,  whose  wants  it  ^ 
professes  to  supply. 

The  election  of  the  medical  attendant  is  stated  to  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  subscribers,  I 
however,  the  gentleman  who  fills  the  situation  at  present  was  appointed  before  any  sub- 
scriptions had  been  paid.  He  was  the  only  candidate  on  the  occasion.  Were  a vacancy  to 
occur,  notice  of  the  intention  to  elect  a successor  would  be  given  in  the  newspapers  ■,  but 
although  competition  might  be  obtained  by  this  means,  it  would  be  inadequate  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  an  improper  appointment,  inasmuch  as  a candidate  may  be  selected  wholly 
independent  of  the  control  of  the  grand  jury.  This  want  of  some  superior  tribunal  is 
much  to  be  regretted.  Some  paid  officer  is  certainly  necessary  in  this  district.  The  number  of 
opulent  persons  residing  in  it  are  few,  and  there  are  no  medical  men  nearer  than  Cork,  so  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  salary,  there  would  be  no  probability  of  gratuitous  medical  attention  to 
the  sick  poor.  Superanuations,  or  retiring  allowances,  do  not  enter  into  the  scheme  of  this 
charity. 

Mention  has  been  already  made  of  the  room  in  wliich  the  medicines  are  kept  and  dis-  1 
pensed.  As  to  the  stock  of  medicine,  nothing  seemed  to  be  in  abundance  but  Glauber  salts. 
There  was  a display  of  shattered  bottles,  but  on  inspection  they  proved  in  great  part  empty. 
However,  in  comparison  to  the  small  number  of  those  who  seek  the  aid  of  tliis  charity,  per- 
haps the  supply  may  not  be  insufficient.  It  was  at  first  stated  that  quinine  was  to  be  found 
among  the  drugs  on  the  shelves,  this  statement  turned  out  to  be  incorrect.  The  medicine  had 
been  purchased  from  Mr.  Hayes,  an  apothecary  and  druggist  in  Cork,  who  subscribes  to  the 
funds  of  the  charity  to  the  extent  of  a guinea  annually.  Tiis  bill,  payable  by  the  ti'easurer, 
after  having  been  submitted  to  the  subscribers  at  the  general  meeting,  had  amounted  during 
the  last  three  years  as  follows,  viz. 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - --  -- 12-8 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - - 8 11  9 

1833  ' - - - - - - 75  11?^ 


Mvnhler. 
County  Cork. 


Blarney 

Dispensary. 


The  care  of  the  medicine  is  intrusted  to  a seiwant  woman,  and  no  portion  of  it  is,  on  any 
account,  allowed  to  be  sold.  There  are  neither  pharmaceutical  apparatus  nor  surgical  instru- 
ments (except  a tooth  instrument),  nor  are  leeches  ever  made  use  of ; the  medical  attendant 
is  bound  by  the  rules  to  vaccinate  the  children  of  the  poor,  whenever  application  is  made. 

His  opinion  of  the  preventive  efficacy  of  the  practice  is  very  decided,  and  he  states,  that 
the  confidence  of  the  public  in  it  is  on  the  increase.  There  has  been  very  little  small-pox  in 
the  district  latterly ; he  never  inoculates  for  that  disease,  but  is  not  prevented  domg  so  if  he  ' 
thought  proper. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  persons  applying  f8r  relief  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  Patients’  Uegis- 
and  it  is  customary  to  submit  a copy  of  it  to  the  grand  jury,  at  the  period  of  receiving  tration. 
the  annual  grant.  It  appears  that-  during  the  last  three  years  there  has  not  been  a 
single  operation  of  any  kind  performed  at  the  dispensary,  and  during  the  same  period  only, 
two  midwifery  cases  have  been  attended  to. 

None  are  entitled  to  relief  but  those  who  have  obtained  the  recommendation  of  a sub-  Who  entitled  to 
scriber.  The  adherence  to  this  rule  is  not  found  to  create  any  impediment  to  the  extension  Relief, 
of  medical  aid  among  the  poor,  since  the  signature  of  a single  subscriber  to  each  recom- 
mendation is  sufficient,  and  the  number  wliich  may  be  issued  is  unlimited.  The  servants  of 
subscribers  are  at  all  times  attended,  and  poor  persons  are  allowed  to  pay  if  recommended, 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity 
except  those  whose  circumstances  really  place  them  in  need  of  gratuitous  relief. 

•The  patients  who  present  themselves  at  the  dispensary  on  the  public  days  receive  both  Extern  Patients, 
medicine  and  advice,  and  this  seems  to  constitute  its  chief  claim  to  utility.  For,  although 
attendance  is  professed  to  be  given  to  the  poor  at  their  dwellings,  it  would  appear  from  one 
of  the  printed  niles,  that  such  visits  must  be  paid  for.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners,  the  poor  are  not  in  any  case  attended  j.indeed,  from  the  distance  at  which 
the  medical  officer  resides,  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question,  that  any  patient  labouring  under 
either  accident  or  acute  disease  can  receive  that  speedy  or  frequent  attention  which  alone  is 
calculated  to  be  productive  of  benefit.  It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  only  two  lying- 
in  women  liave  been  visited  by  the  medical  attendant  in  the  course  of  three  years.  This 
statement  appeared  the  more  strange  when  the  clergymen  who  were  present  at  the  exami- 
nation observed,  that  the  ignorance  of  the  midwives,  who  usually  assisted  the  poor,  was  of 
the  worst  kind.  It  must  be  presumed  that  under  such  circumstances  much  injury  must  often 
result  to  both  mother  and  child ; however,  the  medical  attendant  stated,  that  “ be  knew 
nothing  about  them.” 
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and  Grounds. 


No  food  of  nourishment  is  supplied  to  the  sick  poor  by  this  or  any  other  institution  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  general  management  is  nominally  vested  in  the  subscribers,  who  do  not  exceed  20  in 
number.  A general  meeting  is  appointed  to  take  place  annually,  at  which  business  may  be 
transacted  by  whatever  number  may  attend.  Votes  are  not  taken  by  proxy,  but  all  governors 
enjoy  the  same  privileges,  although  not  more  than  six  or  seven  are  usually  present.  Not- 
withstanding the  occurrence  of  this  general  meeting,  and  that  the  name  of  the  surgeon  is 
not  to  be  fouird  on  the  list  of  governors,  there  are  yet  abundant  grounds  for  asserting  that 
the  real  management  is  in  every  thing  confided  to  him ; this  is  proved,  alsb,  by  the  entire 
absence  of  any  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general  meeting. 

No  managing  committee  exists.  Its  functions,  as  well  as  those  of  the  board  of  superin- 
tendence, and  of  a visiting  governor,  are  discharged  by  the  medical  officer. 

A treasurer  is  annually  appointed  by  open  voting,  who  acts  without  any  remuneration.  It 
does  not  appear  liat  religious  feelings  are  allowed  to  interfere  in  his  selection,  but  he  does 
not  give  the  security  reqmred  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  A very  remarkable  addition  to  the 
list  of  subscribers  took  place  just  previous  to  the  occasion  on  which  he  was  last  elected,  and 
it  would  be  most  desirable  that  a veto  to  prevent  improper  appointments  should  be  vested 
in  some  superior  authority.  None  of  the  officers  hitherto  chosen  have  been  either  removed 
or  suspended. 

There  are  not  any  attendants. 

A copy  of  the  few  rules  which  exist  was  procured ; they  have  not  been  sufficient  to  prevent 
a state  of  things  which  loudly  demands  alteration. 

Copies  of  the  several  reports  which  have  been  laid  before  the  general  meeting  were 
procured.  _ i ■ i ■ j'  • 

The  witnesses  express  a strong  desire  that  a board  of  health  were  formed  in  this  district, 
consisting  of  the  gentry  and  middling  class  of  ffirmers.  All  the  gentlemen  present  declare, 
that  theywould  most  cheerfully  participate  in  any  exertions  connected  mth  such  an  establish- 
ment as  might  be  necessary  for  obtaining  a correct  knowledge  of,  tire  wants  and  general  con- 
dition of  the  poor. 

This  dispensary  possesses  no  property  of  a fixed  nature  ; its  entire  resources  are  derived 
from  subscriptions,  and  an  annual  grant  made  by  the  grand  jury.  The  former  are  neces- 
sarily of  a somewhat  precarious  nature,  being  to  a considerable  extent  dependent  on  the  good 
will  of  two  gentlemen,  who  contribute  lOZ.  each.  Were  these  contributions  to  be  discon- 
tinued, it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impossible,  to  prolong  the  existence  of  the 
charity.  The  receipts  in  subscriptions  for  the  last  three  years  have  been  as  follows : 


1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 


£.  s.  d. 
51  15  - 
50  1 - 

45  6 - 


The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands. 
Payments  are  made  by  the  treasurer,  after  the  bills  have  been  examined 
The  expenditure,  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  was  as  follows : 


1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 


by  the  subscribers. 

£.  s.  d. 

105  1 4 

103  4 9 

100  10  11 


Once  a year  the  accounts  are  made  vep  and  presented  to  the  subscribers  who  attend ; 
copies  are  likewise  submitted  to  the  grand  jury. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Captain  Atkins. — Rev.  Mr.  Johnston,  Curate  of  the  parish. — Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  I’.p.,  and  the 
Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  comprised  in  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  is  estimated 
at  about  13,000,  spread  over  an  extent  of  country  of  about  seven  miles.  The  nearest 
medical  institutions  are  the  Passage  dispensary,  six  miles ; Douglas,  five  miles ; Ballyhassig, 
six  miles  distant.  There  is  no  other  dispensaiy  within  this  district,  the  extent  of  which  is 
considered  quite  enough  for  the  management  of  one  dispensary.  The  medical  institutions  in 
tbiR  part  of  the  country  are  considered  certainly  not  too  numerous,  four  miles  being  the 
greatest  extent  of  country  which  should  be  included  in  one  dispensary  district. 

No  patients  recommended  by  a subscriber  have  beeu  refused  relief  on  application  at  the 
institution ; but  it  would  be  most  desirable  if  intern  accommodation  were  afforded  for  a few 
patients,  and  in  every  medical  district  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  and  an  advan- 
tage to  the  poor,  if  a fever  hospital  were  attached,  with  a few  beds  for  cases  of  accident. 

The  house  is  built  of  brick,  stone  and  mortar,  two  stories  high.  The  room'  appropriated 
for  dispensing  the  medicines  is  very  commodious.  There  is  a waiting  room  for  patients ; 
but  no  supply  of  furniture.  The  building  is  in  perfect  repair.  An  excellent  and  commo- 
dious house  has  been  built,  at  the  expensfe  of  the  funds  of  this  institution,  and  given  to 
the  medical  attendants.  The  situation,  as  regards  the  advantages  of  pure  air,  is  very 
good,  the  site  being  on  elevated  ground ; the  supply  of  pure  water  is  ample,  and  propel* 
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sewers,  &c.  are  provided.  Tlie  building  contains  no  baths.  A garden  and  grounds  are 
attached,  which,  together  with  the  building,  occupies  about  two  acres.  The  whole  belongs 
to  the  institution,  held  under  a lease  for  ever,  at  a ground  rent  of  ten  guineas  per  annum. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  is  about  38  years  of  age  ; he  graduated  at  Edinburgh,  from 
which  University  he  possesses  a degree,  which  he  produced.  He  also  studied  midwifery  at 
Edinburgh  and  Paris.  He  resides  at  the  institution,  to  which  he  was,  appointed  by  elec- 
tion in  1823,  previous  to  which  period  ^he  had  been  two  years  physician  to  the  Rinelagh 
dispensary.  He  does  not  attend  any  other  institution.  His  appointment  is  as  general 
medical  attendant.  In  case  of  illness  or  temporary  absence,  he  would  procure  a substitute, 
by  leave  of  the  committee ; he  is  allowed  to  pursue  private  practice.  The  stipulated  periods 
for  his  attendance  are  three  times  a week ; Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  from  ten  to  one 
o’clock ; but  he  is  in  fact  in  constant  attendance.  The  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  In 
case  of  any  neglect  or  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  the  patients  can,  by 
means  of  any  subscriber,  have  their  complaints  brought  before  the  committee.  The  medi- 
cines are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant  in  person. 

The  medical  officer’s  salary  is  60  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  15/.  per  annum  for  a 
horse,  besides  his  lodgings  at  the  institution.  The  county  can  exercise  no  control  to  restrain 
the  committee,  if  they  cHoose  to  give  salaries  or  allowances  higher  than  necessary,  to  secure 
efficient  medical  officers ; nor  is  there  any  safeguard  but  the  care  of  the  committee  to  prevent 
a combination  among  the  friends  of  a medical  person,  to  raise  an  institution  at  the  expense 
of  the  county  merely  for  the  emolument.'  It  is  thought  tliat  the  grand  jury  have  no  pre- 
ventive control,  and  as  regards  this  district,  such  control  would  be  perfectly  unnecessary. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  notice  being  given  in  the  news- 
papers when  a vacancy  occurs.  A controlling  power  over  the  elections  would  be  desirable. 
A degree  from  some  college  or  university  is  indispensable  as  a testimonial  to  a candidate. 
There  is  no  limitation  as  to  age,  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  the  officers.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  the  last  vacancy,  three  candidates  appeared  on  the  day  of  election.  No  notice  of  tes- 
timonials, qualifications,  &c.  are  ever  sent  to  the  gi-and  jury ; but  the  conditions  for  voting  at 
these  elections  are  fully  acted  up  to.  There  are  a great  number  of  medical  gentlemen 
resident  in  Cork,  all  of  whom  are  eligible  for  the  appointment ; but  it  is  thought  none  would 
be  willing  to  serve  gratuitously.  No  superannuation  or  allowances  are  made  on  retiring,  nor 
has  any  mortality  as  yet  occurred  among  the  medical  attendairts. 

In  case  of  harshness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant,  complaint  can  be 
made  to  any  subscriber  by  the  poor  patients,  who  are  certainly  not  deterred  from  so  doing 
from  the  fear  of  drawing  on  themselves  the  enmity  of  the  medical  attendant,  or  any  one  else ; 
and  they  are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  this  mode  of  redress.  Medical-officers  are  not  ap- 
pointed or  retained  at  this  institution  against  the  known  feelings  of  the  people,  on  the  con- 
trary, all  agree  in  speaking  very  highly  of  the  present  medical  attendant. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  appeared  to  be  very  neatly  kept,  and  the 
drawers,  bottles,  &c.  in  good  condition ; the  Assistant  Commissioners  also  found  here  a 
very  good  supply  of  the  necessary  medicine  of  good  quality,  and  in  sufficient  quantity, 
including  those  of  the  more  delicate  kinds,  such  as  quinine,  morphia,  &c.  Tliey  are  supplied 
by  Mr.  Gosnell,  a druggist  and  apothecaiy  of  Cork,  and  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  charity,  the  annual  expense  being  generally  under  15 1. 

The  stock  of  medicines  is  always  under  the  care  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  none  are 
now  sold.  There  is  a very  good  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.,  belonging  to  the 
institution.  The  medical  attendant  practises,  independently  of  this  institution,  only  as  a 
physician,  consequently  keeps  no  medicine  for  his  private  patients. 

The  institution  is  not  at  present  possessed  of  any  surgical  instruments,  but  they  were  about 
being  procured  ; leeches  are  not  supplied  to  the  patients. 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register  of  the  diseases,  their  terminations,  &c. ; a copy 
of  which  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 

When  the  dispensary  was  visited,  the  number  of  patients  attended  at  their  homes  was 
10,  and  at  the  institution  40.  There  had  not  been  any  capital  operations  performed  within 
the  last  three  years  ; and  only  six  or  eight  midwifery  cases,  the  medical  attendant  being 
called  on  only  in  very  bad  cases. 

The  tenants  and  sen^ants'  of  subscribers  presenting  a recommendation  are  entitled  to 
relief,  and  it  is  thought  that  no  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  who 
do  not  require  gratuitous  assistance.  There  is  a compact  made  with  a few  subscribers, 
who  pay  105.  6d.  per  annum,  and  who  receive  attendance,  and  the  benefits  of  [the  insti- 
tution for  that  sum,  although  the  rules  require  that  all  persons  applying  must  have  a re- 
commendation, yet,  no  person  is  ever  refused  relief,  if  considered  a distressed  object. 
The  signature  of  one  subscriber  only  is  necessary  to  a ticket,  and  subscribers  are  not  limited 
in  the  number  of  recommendations ; it  is  presumed  a poor  person  requiring  a ticket,  although 
not  known  to  any  subscriber,  could  still  obtain  one,  and  would  not  therefore  be  precluded 
from  the  benefits  of  the'  charity. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  but  all  who  are  unable  to  come  are  visited  at 
their  own  homes,  if  the  distance  be  within  seven  miles,  and  attendance  is  given  as  often  as 
the  nature  of  the  illness  requires,  or  in  the  night  in  any  serious  or  sudden  case.  If  a frac- 
ture or  accident  should  occur,  the  institution  possesses  the  requisite  means;  splints, bandages, 
&c.,  of  rendering  immediate  assistance. 

No  medical  practitioner,  unconnected  with  the  institution,  is  authorized  to  have  his  pre- 
scriptions made  up  at  the  dispensary.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended  by  the  medical  officer  when 
sent  for,  but  this  does  not  occur,  except  in  bad  cases.  The  poor  women,  when  lying-in,  are 
attended  by  inidwives,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  and  the  clergymen  examined,  are 
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most  ignorant ; injury,  if  not  death,  frequently  arises  from  their  -want  of  skill,  and  it  has 
often  been  in  contemplation  to  raise  a fund  to  get  some  one  properly  taught.  Daily  attend- 
ance on  the  sick  is  considered  absolutely  necessary,  particularly  in  acute  cases,  and  such 
are  attended  as  often  as  requisite  at  their  own  abodes.  The  medical  attendant  considers  occa- 
sional attendance,  except  in  chronic  cases,  of  no  use  whatever  ; he  dispenses  the  medicine 
himself,  and  performs  vaccination  on  any  person  presented  for  it;  his  opinion  of  its  efficacy 
is  very  favourable,  and  he  thinks  it  is  a preventive  of  small-pox,  or  at  all  events,  that  it 
very  considerably  Ameliorates  that  disease  ; small-pox  is  not  at  all  frequent  in  the  district.' 
The  confidence  of  the  public  is  very  much  increasing,  and  the  poor  seem  anxious  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated.  There  is  no  rule  to  prevent  him  inoculating  with  small-pock  virus, 
but  he  does  not,  and  would  not  do  so.  . , , 

No  nourishment  or  any  extra,  such  as  wine,  &c.,  is  ever  provided  from  the  iunds  of  this 
dispensary,  nor  is  there  any  charitable  institution  in  this  neighbourhood  on  which  the  medi- 
cal attend^t  could  give  an  order  to  the  sick-poor  for  relief  in  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

About  23  pereons  constitute  the  principal  direction.  The  medical  officer  is  not  a governor, 
nor  has  he  any  participation  in  the  management  ex  officio,  or  otherwise.  The  regularly  fixed 
meetings  take  place  once  a year,  and  there  is  a meeting  of  the  committee  quarterly,  to  which 
also  all  subscribers  are  summoned.  These  meetings  are  very  regularly  attended;  the  number 
generally  present  being  about  seven  or  eight ; all  governors  are  equally  entitled  to  attend 
and  vote,  but,  only  ladies  by  proxy.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  very  regularly  kept. 

The  committee  meet  quarterly  as  already  stated,  they  manage  all  the  concerns  of  the 
dispensary,  and  are  appointed  annually ; minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings.  It  is  not 
known  whether  a board  of  superintendence  has  been  appomted  by  the  grand  Jury,  but  during 
the  intervals  of  meeting,  there  is  not  any  visiting  governor  to  look  after  the  institution.  Tlie 
governors  never  visit  the  patients  officially. 

The  officers  are  appomted  by  the  subscribers  generally  ; they  consist  of  a treasurer  and 
secretary;  they  are  elected  annually;  the  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  elections  are  not  printed; 
the  voting  is  open,  a mode  of  election  which  is  thought  beneficial,  and  so  appeared  to  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  as  all  the  meetings  are  held  with  great  regularity.  No  particular 
religious  belief  excludes  a person  from  being' an  officer.  The  medical  attendant  is  a Roman' 
Catholic,  the  treasurer  and  secretary  are  Protestants.  No  sudden  accession  of  governors 
has  happened  immediately  previous  to  any  election  for  officers.  It  is  not  thought  necessary 
that  any  control  should  be  placed  over  the  appointments. 

The  medical  attendant  is  the  only  paid  officer.  _ The  treasurer  does  not  give  any  security 
No  instance  has  occurred  of  the  removal  or  dismissal  of  an  officer. 

No  officer  or  member,  supplies  anything  to  the  institution;  the  only  articles  required  are 
medicines,  hut  these  are  not  supplied  by  contract.  Nothing  belonging  to  the  institution  is 
ever  lent  or  used  by  any  governor  or  officer. 

The  rules  of  this  institution  are  not  printed,  but  were  examined  by  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners, and  appeared  to  them  to  be  very  good,  and  calculated  to  promote  the  utility  of 
the  charity. 

A very  accurate  report  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  made  at  eveiy  annual  meeting  to 
the  subscribers,  but  it  is  not  printed. 

A board  of  health  might  be  readily  formed,  for  whose  meetings  the  District  Medical  Insti- 
tution would  be  a proper  place,  and  a sufficient  number  of  persons  will  he  found  in  this 
neighbourhood  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of 
the°poor,  jirovided  it  should  be  hereafter  thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  reUef 
afibrded  by  dispensaries,  and  it  is  here  considered  that  such  an  extension  would  be  most 
beneficial. 

Tlie  receipts  derived  from  subscriptions  were  in  the  year 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - - - 58  7- 

1832  ----------  - 50  13  6 

1833  - - - 53  16  6 


A few  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe,  as  already  stated,  to  entitle  them  to  be  attended  and 
get  medicine,  as  there  is  a rule  on  the  books  permitting  such  a practice.  The  highest  sub-, 
scription  is  five  guineas,  and  there  are  in  all  about  33  subscribers.  The  institution  depends 
on  very  insecure  grounds,  for,  if  the  annual  subscriptions  were  materially  to  fall  off,  it  must 
cease.  It  possesses  no  capital  or  stock  from  which  any  income  is  derived. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  secretary  and  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer,  until 
■ wanted  ; there  is  no  money  left  in  the  hands  of  any  other  officer.^ 

The  amount  of  expenditure  on  account  of  this  institution  was  in 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  125  9 8 

1832  - 9016- 

1833  109  3 6| 


under  the  general  heads  of  salary  to  medical  attendant,  rent  and  medicine. 

Previously  to  payment,  the  hills  are  examined  by  the  committee,  and  on  their  order, 
signed  by  at  least  three  of  their  number,  the  treasurer  hands  the  amount  to  the  secretary, 
and  the  latter  makes  the  payments. 

The  accounts  are  made  up,  audited  and  reported  once  a year,  and  as  often  presented  to 
the  full  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  and  copies  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 
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into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 

Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  Kenkett  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  comprises  the  greater  part  of  seven 
parishes,  extending  five  miles  in  a southerly  direction  towards  Ballycotton.  Tlie  in- 
stitutions within  six  miles  are  those  at  Killeh,  Middleton  and  Cloyne ; there  is  no  other 
dispensary  within  the  limits  of  the  district,  but  one  is  much  required  at  Ballymacdie, 
a village,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  too  poor  to  raise  a subscription  for  the  support 
of  a dispensary.  No  persons  have  been  refused  relief  from  the  want  of  means  of  accom- 
modation. A dispensary  capable  of  receiving  a few  fever  patients,  or  a case  of  bad 
accident,  is  not  required  here,  as  there  is  a private  fever  hospital  in  the  vicinity,  into  which 
any  bad  case  of  fever  or  accident  would  be  admitted  j there  are  also  wards  at  Youghal  and 
Middleton  for  the  reception  of  surgical  cases,  to  which  any  subscriber  could  recommend  a 
, patient. 

A part  of  the  house  in  which  the  medical  attendant  resides  is  appropriated  to  the  dis- 
pensary ; it  consists  of  a room  for  compounding  and  dispensing  the  medicines  and  a waiting 
room  for  the  patients ; both  are  sufficient  for  the  purposes ; they  are  rented  from  year  to 
year  at  the  rate  of  i 2 ?.  • 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  aged  about  25  years,  he  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  London,  and  a licentiate  of  Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Dublin ; has  studied  for 
three  seasons  at  the  University  of  Dublm,  and  taken  out  one  certificate  of  lectures  and 
dissections ; he  has  also  a diploma  for  six  months’  attendance  at  the  Lying-in  Hospital 
in  Dublin;  he  was  elected  as  general  medical  attendant  in  the  year  1828,  by  the 
subscribers,  on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  the  late  medical  attendant,  to  whom  he  served 
his  apprenticeship ; he  attends  no  other  institution.  It  has  not  occun-ed  that  lie  has 
been  absent,  and  such  a contingency  is  not  contemplated  or  provided  for  in  the  regulations. 
He  is  allowed  private  practice ; he  attends  every  day  in  the  week  from  nine  until  twelve 
o’clock,  and  on  Tuesday  at  Kilmahon  or  Shanagerry.  There  is  no  rule  to  provide'  for 
cases  of  inattention  on  his  part,  nothing  of  the  kind  having  hitherto  occurred,  but  it  is 
understood  that  the  committee  would  take  cognizance  of  any  such  complaint,  and  lay  it,  if 
substantiated,  before  the  whole  body  of  the  subscribers.  The  medical  officer  has  an  appren- 
tice by  whom  tire  medicines  are  dispensed,  and  who,  being  constantly  on  the  spot,  would 
render  assistance  in  case  of  sudden  accident. 

The  salary  of  tire  medical  officer  is  130  1.  per  annum,  lOL  having  been  lately  added  to 
remunerate  him  for  his  attendance  at  the  branch  establishment  at  Shanagerry ; there  is  no 
allowance  for  a horse,  but  there  is  a further  sum  of  12  /.  a year  allowed  him  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  part  of  the  house  in  which  he  resides  for  the  use  of  the  dispensary. 

The  medical  attendant  is  elected  annually  by  the  subscribers  at  a general  meeting ; notice 
is  given  in  the  newspapers  previous  to  the  meeting ; no  competition  has  hitherto  taken 
place,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  proposition  for  the  election  of  the  present  medical  attendant 
met  with  rmanimous  approval ; testimonials  are  considered  indispensable.  There  is  no 
limitation  as  to  age,  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  medical  officers,  and  there  are  no 
superannuations  or  retiring  allowances.  Notice  of  appointment  need  not  be  sent  to  the 
grand  jury;  the  conditions  for  voting  are  acted  up  to.  The  neighbourhood  is  scarcely 
sufficient  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument,  nor  is 
tliere  another  qualified  medical  gentlemair  resident  in  the  district.  The  mortality  among  the 
medical  officers  has  not  been  observed.  It  is  not  supposed  that  any  medical  attendant  has 
been  appointed  or  retained  against  the  known  feelings  of  the  people. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  neatly  kept,  and  every  tiring  apper- 
taining to  the  compoundmg,  dispensing  or  preparing  of  the  medicines,  which  appeared  in  a 
satisfactory  state.  The  medicines  (which  include  the  more  expensive  kinds)  are  of  good 
quality  and  in  sufficient  abundance ; they  are  purcliased  from  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  of 
Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  on  the  order  of  the  committee  ; they  are  under  the 
cai-e  of  the  apprentice,  and  none  are  ever  sold,  those  kept  for  private  practice  being  in  a 
separate  apartment.  The  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions  was  in  very  good  order ; there 
are  no  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  the  medical  attendant  provides  from 
his  own  stock  all  that  are  required.  Leeches  are  supplied  to  the  patients  when  deemed 
necessary. 

A register  of  each  patient’s  case  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  but  no  copy  is  lodged 
with  the  grand  jury.  The  number  of  patients  attended  was,  in 


1831  - --  --  --  --  --  - 3,751 

1832  - --  --  - 2,734 

1833  - --  --  --  --  --  - 4,457 

10,952 

Up  to  1st  July  1834  - - - - - - - - 1,942 


No  register  is  kept  of  those  refused  attendance.  No  person  who  presents  a ticket  can  be 
refused  medicine,  but  the  medical  attendant  can  report  to  the  committee,  by  whom  he 
must  be  guided,  any  case  he  may  think  undeserving  of  recommendation ; the  number  of 
patients  on  the  books  at  the  time  of  visiting,  was  from  five  to  ten  attended  at  their 
homes,  and  33  coming  to  the  institution.  There  have  not  been  any  capital  operations 
performed  at  this  institution  within  the  last  three  years. 
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The  number  of  midwifery'  cases  attended  was,  in 

1831 

1832 

1833  - - - . - 


All  those  were  difficult  or  dangerous  cases. 

A recommendation  entitles  the  bearer  to  relief,  and  is  necessary,  except  in  urgent  cases. 
One  signature  is  sufficient,  and  two  recommendations  are  allowed  to  each  subscriber  of  a 
guinea;  the  poor  are  not,  however,; excluded  on  this  account.  The  servants  of  subscribers  are 
not  attended.  It  very  rarely  happens  that  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity 
whose  circumstances  do  not  require  gratuitous  relief.  At  the  branch  established  at  Shana- 
gerry  there  are  some  poor  subscribers  whose  families  are  attended  gratuitously,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  subscriptions.  It  is  not  likely  that  if  a poor  person  was  unknown  to  or 
disliked  by  the  subscribers  he  would  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  county  sub- 
scription. ...  Ill-  J IT 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  also  attended  at  their  own  dwellmgs, 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  district.  In  urgent  cases,  as  many  as  two  or  three  visits  in  the 
day  would  be  and  have  been  frequently  paid,  and  attendance  in  the  night  given.  In  cases  of 
accident,  the  institution  possesses  splints,  bandages,  &c.  requisite  for  affording  immediate 
relief,  but  the  regulations  do  not  permit  the  prescriptions  of  any  practitioner  to  be  made  up 
at  this  institution.  Difficult  and  dangerous  labour  cases  are  attended,  but  lying-in  women 
are  generally  attended  by  midwives  who  are  for_  the  most  part  very  ignorant.  Accidents 
however  are  not  often  observed,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  child-birth  cannot  be  stated. 
Daily  attendance  on  the  sick  is  considered  absolutely  necessary  in  acute  cases,  and  such  are 
visited  as  often  as  may  be  required  if  the  distances  be  not  such  as  to  prevent  it. 

Occasional  attendance,  except  in  chronic  cases,  is  not  thought  of  much  use.  It  does  not 
appear  from  the  prescription  book  that  cheap  substitutes  have  been  resorted  to  in  place  of 
the  medicines  usually  recommended. 

The  medical  officer  is  bound  to  supply  vaccine  matter  gratis  as  far  as  he  can,  and  he  does 
so  ; his  opinion  of  vaccination  • is  that  it  modifies  and  mitigates  but  does  not  prevent  small- 
pox ; he  is  not  prevented  by  any  rule  from  inoculating  with  small-pock  virus,  but  he  would 
not  do  so.  The  confidence  of  tie  public  in  vaccination  is  very  great,  and  not  diminishing. 
Small-pox  has  not  been  frequent  of  late  years. 

This  charity  does  not  afford  to  the  side  poor  any  extra,  such  as  wine,  &c.  from  its  funds ; 
neither  is  there  an  institution  in  the  neighbourhood  on  which  the  medical  officer  can  give  an 
order  for  food,  clothes,  or  fuel. 

There  is  a managing  committee  elected  annually  by  the  subscribers  at  a general  meeting; 
they  meet  only  when  summoned,  which  generally  occurs  five  or  six  times  in  the  year. 
Minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  kept.  There  is  also  a board  of  superintendence,  one  of  the 
members  of  which  visited  the  dispensaiy  early  in  the  montli  of  J uly. 

The  offices  of  treasurer  and  secretary  are  united,  and  are. gratuitous.  Tlie  election  to  them 
is  annually  decided  by  open  voting,  but  no  printed  bye-laws  exist  by  which  to  i-egulate  the 
appointment.  No  particular  religious  belief  excludes  a person  from  filling  the  office.  The 
treasurer  gives  no  security.  No  instance  has  occurred  of  an  officer  being  suspended  or 
removed.  • ^ 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  rules,  which  appear  to  be 
judiciously  drawn  up  and  calculated  rather  to  promote  than  restrict  the  utility  of  the 
institution. 

No  alterations  in  the  general  management  have  ever  been  suggested  by  local  authorities  or 
persons  resident  in  the  district  and  unconnected  with  the  charity. 

Reports  of  admissions,  dischames,  cures,  relieved,  deaths,  &c.  have  never  been  required 
until  within  the  last  two  years.  Such  are  now  sent  in  January  and  July  to  the  board  of  su- 
perintendence, grand  jury  room,  Cork,  but  are  not  printed.  The  clergy,  medical  men,  gen- 
tly and  middle  class  of  ffinners  might  be  formed  into  a board  of  health,  and  meet  at  the 
dispensary  for  the  purpose.  This  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  and 
willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor  should  it  be  thought 
expedient  to  extend  the  present  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispcnsai-ies. 

The  particular  items  of  the  treasurer’s  accounts  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  the  expen- 
diture appeared  to  have  been  equal  to  the  income. 

Amount  of  subscription  for  the  year  1833,  110/.  7 s. 

None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe  except  at  the  branch  dispensary  at  Shanagerry,  where 
alone  any  stipulation  is  made  by  the  subscribers  for  medical  advice  or  relief. 

A principal  proprietor  subscribes  74/.  per  annum,  and  is  the  main  support  of  the  charity ; 
and  should  this  subscription  fall  off,  the  institution  would  undoubtedly  cease  to  exist,  as  it 
possesses  no  capital  stock  in  houses  or  lands  from  which  an  income  is  derived. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer  or  paid  to  him  at  the  general  meeting,  and  lie  in 
his  hands  until  required. 

The  expenditure  amounts  to  about  200  /.  a year,  the  principal  items  of  which  are  salary  to 
medical  attendant,  medicine,  dispensary  rent,  and  stationery.  In  the  year  1833  the  medi- 
cines cost  07/.  17s.  h\d.\  this  large  outlay  was  caused  by  the  change  of  the  mode  of  supply 
effected  in  that  year  imder  the  direction  of  the  committee, appointed  by  tlie  grand  jury  ot  the 
county  of  Cork,  which  made  it  necessary  to  lay  in  a separate  stock  for  the  use  of  the  dis- 
pensary, 


- 46  , 

- 52 

- 49 

147 
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pensary  instead  of  providing  it  as  heretofore  from  the  establishment  of  the  medical  attendant. 
The  bills  must  be  submitted  to  the  committee  and  signed  by  two  members,  appointed  to 
audit  them,  before  they  are  paid  by  the  treasurer. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant, 

The  Castletotvn  Roche  dispensary  is  the  only  medical  charity  within  tlie  limits  of  the 
district  attached  to  it,  and  which  extends  about  five  miles  in  every  direction,  and  contains  a 
population  of  nearly  twelve  thousand  souls.  It  is  considered  that  a single  dispensary  could 
not  adequately  supply  the  wants  of  any  greater  extent  of  coimtry.  This  institution  is,  how- 
ever, judiciously  situated  in  the  centre  of  its  sphere  of  action,  and  there  has  never  been  occa- 
sion to  refuse  assistance  to  any  who  have  applied  for  it.  The  total  absence  of  intern  accom- 
modation is  a want  which  is  often  severely  felt,  the  more  so  as  the  district  is  seldom  free  from 
fever,  for  the  treatment  of  which  there  is  at  present  no  hospital  provision.  It  would  be  most 
desirable  that  to  this  and  one  or  two  of  the  syrrounding  medical  districts,  a small  hospital 
should  be  attached  capable  of  receiving  a few  fever  patients,  and  of  affording  assistance  to 
accidents  and  other  surgical  cases  demanding  immediate  attention. 

A small  room  connected  with  the  residence  of  the  medical  attendant  and  a narrow  passage 
leading  to  it,  which  latter  serves  as  a waiting-room,  constitute  the  space  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  of  this  dispensary.  Both  are  very  ill  adapted  for  the  design  intended,  and  yet  it 
would  appear  that  20 1.  per  annum  is  allowed  for  their  hire.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  right 
to  add,  that  the  present  medical  attendant  has  held  his  situation  no  longer  than  about  three 
months,  and  he  has  hitherto  been  unable  to  procure  any  other  house  than  the  one  which  he 
now  occupies,  and  in  which  the  dispensary  arrangements  are  so  very  incomplete.  He  has, 
however,  at  liis  own  expense,  furnished  the  place  with  fittings  and  with  a cabinet  of  shelves 
and  drawers,  and  he  states  that  it  is  his  intention  to  move  to  a more  commodious  residence 
as  soon  as  he  can  meet  with  it.  At  present  there  is  no  mode  of  giving  baths. 

The  medical  attendant  resides  at  the  institution  and  acts  as  surgeon,  physician,  accoucheur 
and  apothecary.  He  was  appointed  in  June  last  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  but  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  have  learned  that  the  vacancy  to  which  he  succeeded  was  the 
result  of  a pecuniary  compact  with  his  predecessor.  He  is  a graduate  of  the  Edinburgh 
University,  and  acquired  a diploma  to  practise  midwifery,  in  Dublin.  He  holds  no  other 
appointment,  but  is  engaged  in  private  practice.  He  states  that  he  has  not  hitherto  had 
recourse  to  a substitute  for  the  performance  of  his  duties,  which  require  his  presence  at  the 
dispensary  on  the  Mondays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays.  Any  irregularity  in  his  attendance 
would  be  effectually  checked  by  the  committee,  who  constitute  a tribunal  to  which  the  poor 
can,  with  a certainty  of  redress,  appeal,  if  they  have  reason  to  complain  of  any  inattention. 
The  physician  has  not  any  assistant,  and  dispenses  the  medicines  in  person. 

The  medical  attendant  receives  a salary  of  95  Z.  per  annum,  in  addition  to  which  he  is 
allowed  20  L towards  providing  himself  with  a residence  and  a place  for  the  dispensaiy. 
The  amount  of  his  payment  rests  entirely  with  the  subscribers,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to 
authorize  any  salary  or  emolument  which  they  may  think  proper.  The  grand  jury  have  no 
other  means  of  controlling  them  in  this  branch  of  expenditure,  than  by  withholding  their 
usual  grant,  a proceeding  which  would  entail  the  cessation  of  the  charity. 

Persons  who  subscribe  1 Z.  1 s.  a year  have  alone  the  privilege  of  voting  at  the  election  of 
physician.  On  the  occurrence  of  the  last  vacancy,  notices  inviting  candidates  were  inserted 
in  the  newspapers,  and  it  was  added,  that  the  possession  of  a degree  from  some  university 
or  college  would  be  deemed  necessary  in  all.  - But  two  candidates  however  appeared,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  the  matter  had  been  arranged  previously  to  the  resignation  of 
the  last  medical  attendant.  The  grand  jury  were  not  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  in 
any  stage,  nor  with  the  qualifications  of  the  successful  candidate.  It  is  thought  that  there 
would  not  be  any  medical  practitioner  in  this  district  were  it  not  for  the  emolument  derived 
from  the  dispensary.  There  are  very  few  individuals  of  wealth  residing  in  it,  and  certainly 
not  a number  sufficient  to  maintain  a medical  man  by  their  demand  for  his  services. 

Nothing  can  be  more  filthy  and  disreputable  than  the  condition  of  the  room  in  which  the 
medicines  are  kept,  these  latter,  however,  appear  to  be  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient 
quantity,  including  a tolerable  supply  of  quinine,  morphia  and  some  oilier  of  the  more  delicate 
^d  expensive  preparations.  The  druggists  to  the  institution  are  the  Messrs.  Gosnell,  of 
Cork.  During  the  last  three  years  there  has  been  paid  to  these  gentlemen  an  average  of 
between  60  Z.  and  80  Z.  a year.  They  seem  to  be  allowed  to  receive  whatever  sum  they  thinfc 
proper  hi  charge  for  their  drugs ; castor  oil  is  set  down  in  their  account  at  1 Z.  16  s.  per  dozen, 
the  ordinary  price  of  that  article  being  only  1 Z.  4s.  Every  thing  else  is  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  it  may  be  safely  stated  that  the  entire  supply  of  medicines  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  charity  could,  under  other  management,  be  procured  for  one-half  the  sum 
wlimh.  they  cost  at  present.  Under  certain  regulations  it  is  permitted  that  portions  of  the 
medicine  may  be  sold  to  subscribers,  and  the  money  thus  obtained  be  brought  to  the 
account  of  the  institution.  Since  the  appointment  of  the  present  medical  attendant,  under 
whose  care  the  medicines  always  remain,  abont  5 Z.  has  been  in  this  manner  received. 

1 here  are  neither  surgical  instruments  nor'  any  pharmaceutical  apparatus.  Leeches  are 
never  “ade  use  of  in  the  practice  of  this  dispensary,  on  account,  it  is  said,  of  their  high 
cost,  ihe  medical  attendant  is  bound  to  supply  vaccine  matter  gratuitously  to  the  poor, 
n when 
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when  he  has  it  in  his  power.  He  speaks  favourably  of  the  security  against  small-pox,  which 
he  has  observed  to  be  conferred  by  vaccination,  and  states,  that  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  its  efficacy  is  gradually  increasing.  He  expresses  the  strongest  disapprobation  of 
the  practice  of  inoculating  with  small-pock.  He  has  never  done  so,  although  not  forbiddeir 
by  the  rules  of  the  charity.  _ _ ^ ,.i 

The  recent  appointment  of  the  physician  will  explain  the  limited  contents  ot  the  register 
which  he  is  bound  to  keep  of  the  circumstances  under  wliich  all  applications  for  relief  are 
made  to  him,  and  of  which  a copy  is  annually  lodged  with  the  grand  jury. , He  was, 
however,  enabled  to  state,  that  no  refusal  of  assistance  had  ever  taken  place,  and  that  at  the 
period  of  the  examination  he  was  in  the  habit  of  attending  about  six  persons  every  day  at 
their  own  homes,  while  not  lesS  than  40  came  for  advice  and  medidne  to  the  institution. 
He  had  not  had  occasion  to  perform  any  important  operation  since  his  appointment. 

No  poor  person  is  entitled  to  relief  (except  in  cases  of  accident)  unless  he  has  obtamed 
the  rewmmendation  of  a subscriber.  This  condition  does  not  impede  the  extension  of  the 
aid  of  the  institution,  inasmuch  as  each  subscriber  may  issue  an  indefinite  number  of  orders, 
and  his  single  signature  is  considered  sufficient.  The  seivants  of  subscribers  are  always 
considered  legitimate  objects  for  both  advice  and  medicine.  This  practice  cannot  be  viewed 
otherwise  than  in  the.  light  of  an  abuse,  as  the  individuals  in  question  procure  medidne  to 

a large  amount,  and  cause  great  drain  upon  the  funds  of  the  charity.  _ . 

■ In  addition  to  his  attendance  on  the  public  days  already  mentioned,  it  forms  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  physician  to  visit  the  sick  poor  at  their  dwellings,  any  where  witMu  a distance 
of  hve  miles.  That  gentleman  states,  that  if  the  nature  of  the  illness  required  it,  he  would 
feel  himself  bound  to  visit  two  or  three  times  during  the  day,  and  also  at  mght.  He  ob- 
serves, that  occasional  attendance  is  only  of  use  in  chronic  disorders.  When  it  is  of  an 
acute  nature,  the  patient  must  be  seen  every  day  at  least,  and  in  some  instances  oftener. 
The  dispensary  is  unprovided  with  splints  or  bandages,  or  the  other  means  for  affording 
proper  assistance  in  case  of  accidents.  Lying-in  women  are  only  attended  when  their  con- 
dition is  accompanied  by  circumstances  of  difficulty.  In  general  they  intrust  themselves  to 
the  care  of  midwives,  whose  ignorance  is  represented  as  extreme,  so  much  so,  tlrat  fatal  con- 
sequences not  unfrequently  result  to  both  the  mother  and  the  child  who  have  fallen  into 
their  hands.  _ , • , • xi. 

The  dispensary  does  not  supply  nourishment  of  any  kind  to  the  sick  poor,  nor  is  there 
any  institution  in  the  neighbourhood  to  do  so. 

'fhe  principal  direction  resides  in  the  subscribers,  who  amount  to  about  thirty-nme,  ^ and 
who  are  accustomed  to  assemble  in  general  meeting  eveiy  six  months.  At  these  meetings, 
business  may  be  commenced  by  any  number  of  members,  however  small,  and  in  general  not 
more  than  six  or  eight  persons  attend  them.  Those  who  are  absent  are  permitted  to  give  m 
their  votes  by  proxy,  and  minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedmgs,  which  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  in  any  degree  influenced  by  the  medical  attendant. 

A manao'ing  committee  to  direct  the  details  of  the  establishment  is  elected  each  year,  and 
are  direct^  to  meet  every  month.  Their  proceedings  are_  also  registered.  _ There  exists, 
further,  a board  of  superintendence  acting  under  tlie  authority  of  the  grand  jury ; but  there 
are  not  any  visiting  governors.  . , x • i x j xi.  x 

The  subscribers  annually  appoint  a treasurer  by  open  voting ; but  it  is  understood  that 
rile  election  is  limited  to  individuals  of  the  Protestant  persuasion.  He  receives  no  salary, 
neither  does  he  give  the  security  required  by  the  Act  of  Parliament ; and  as  there  are  no  bye- 
laws to  regulate  his  appointment,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  well  that  some  other  body  than 
his  present  electors  should  have  the  veio  on  his  election.  ■ , * 

Reports  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  are  prepared  at  stated  periods,  and  Imd  before  the 
grand  iury,  though  not  in  general  printed.  They  are  represented  as  showing,  in  a summary 
manner,  every  thing  connected  with  the  persons  who  have  applied  for  relief,  such  as  the 
date  of  their  first  attendance,  the  nature  of  their  disease,  and  the  mode  of  its  termination. 

The  medical  attendant  is  of  opinion,  that  a permanenf  board  of  health  should  be  esta- 
blished in  the  district,  and  that  the  members  of  it  should  consist  of  the  gentry,  clergy  and 
middling  class  of  formers.  _ , , . . j r xt. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  derived  entirely  from  annual  subscriptions,  and  rrom  the 
grant  which  is  allowed  every  year  by  the  grand  jury.  It  possesses  no_  property  of  a fixed 
nature  ; and  as  the  grant  is  contingent  on  the  amount  of  the  subscription,  the  continuance 
of  the  institution,  in  great  measure,  depends  on  the  latter  source,  which  is  the  more  pre- 
carious, since  a large  portion  of  it  is  received  from  four  individuals,  who  contribute  respec- 
tively 15?.,  10/.,  5/.  and  5/.  Were  they  to  withdraw  their  bounty,  the  dispensary  must 
cease  to  exist.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe  to  it ; but  formerly  many  subscriptions 
were  accompanied  with  a stipulation,  that  the  persons  paying  should  receive  medical  advice 
and  medicine  gratuitously.  ' _ , i • 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  alone  they  remain. 

The  expenditure,  during  each  of  the  last  tliree  years,  has  been  as  follows : 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - 169  95^ 

1832  168  - - 

1833  - --  --  --  - 170  - - 

All  bills  are  examined  by  the  committee  previous  to  tlieir  being  discharged.  Tliey  give  an 
order  on  the  treasurer,  who  pays  the  amount.  _ _ . 

A statement  of  the  accounts  is  presented  to  the  subscribers  at  the  termination  of  eveiy  liaii 
year,  and  a copy  is  also  submittea  to  the  grand  jury. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

JoNATHAS  Brtjce,  €sq. — Daniel  Clanchy,  esq. — The  Apotheearj'. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Charleville  is  about  5,000,  and  that  of  the  rest  of  the  ; 
district  (wnieh  is  very  extensive)  to  which  this  institution  is  intended  to  afford  relief,  about  ■ 
the  same. 

Tliere  is  no  other  institution  within  the  bounds  of  this  district,  nor  is  there  any  place 
where  a small  fever  hospital,  with  a few  beds  for  the  reception  of  surgical  cases  is  more 
required  than  here.  It  was  stated  by  the  apothecary,  that  he  was  then  in  attendance  on  a 
wretched  creature  labouring  under  a severe  attack  of  fever,  who  had  no  resting-place  nor 
shelter  but  what  was  afforded  by  a hole  against  a mud  wall,  covered  over  with  ^raw  and 
nrshes.  His  daughter,  a child  of  about  eleven  years  old,  was  the  only  person  with  him. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  house  hired  temporarily,  in  consequence  of  the  defal-  . 
cation  of  the  late  treasurer.  There  are  no  baths,  gardens  or  outbuildings  attached  to  it.  It 
is  hired  from  year  to  year,  at  a trifling  rent.  It  would  certainly  be  better  if  tire  dispensary 
building  were  the  property  of  the  county. 

The  principal  medical  officers  are  a physician  and  surgeon.  They  both  reside  in  the  town 
of  Charleville,  and  were  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  large  as  general  medical  attendants. 
They  are  allowed  private  practice.  Before  their  appointments,  they  were  practising  in  the  town 
of  Charleville.  In  case  of  the  illness  or  temporary  absence  of  either,  the  other  would  attend 
for  him ; but  otherwise,  the  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  They  attend  at  the  dispensary 
eveiy  day  in  the  week  except  Sunday. 

Tfiere  IS  an  apothecary,  who  attends  every  day  in  the  week,  to  give  out  the  medicines 
ordered  by  the  physician.  He  is  always  on  the  spot  to  afford  relief  in  case  of  sudden 
accident,  and  by  him  the  medicines  are  dispensed.  If  he  were  in’egular  in  attendance,  the 
controlling  power  lies  with  the  committee. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  60/.  per  annum,  of  the  surgeon,  20?.,  and  of  the  apothe-  ] 
cary,  21 1.  per  annum  ; all  paid  from  the  funds.  No  allowances  are  given  for  a horse,  board 
or  lodging. 

If  tire  committee  or  subscribers  authorized  salaries  higher  than  sufficient  to  obtain  efficient 
medical  officers  the  grand  jury  have  no  other  control  than  to  stop  the  grant,  and  they  have 
no  power  whatever  to  prevent  a medical  man  combining  with  a few  friends  to  raise  an  insti- 
tution for  the  sake  of  the  medical  appointment,  and  returning  the  subscriptions  wMle  he  re- 
tams  the  county  grant. 

The  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large ; when  a vacancy  occurs  the 
greatest  possible  competition  is  ensured  by  advertisement.  It  is  thought  that  it  would  be 
m all  instances  desirable  to  have  a controlling  power  over  the  elections  to  prevent  improper 
appointments. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  candidate  for  the  office  of  apothecary  to  be  a licentiate  apothecary. 
There  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  officers,  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  them.  There 
are  no  superannuations  or  retiring  allowances ; no  mortality  has  taken  place  among  the 
medical  officers. 

Neither  notice  of  appointment  or  certificates  of  qualification  are  sent  to  the  grand  ju^.  The 
payment  of  his  subscription  entitles  a person  to  vote,  and  this  condition  had  been  complied  with. 
There  are  persons  capable  of  paying  for  advice  and  medicine  in  this  neighbourhood  sufficient  in 
number  to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument,  but  no 
medical  man  would  perform  the  dispensary  duties  gratuitously.  If  the  medical  officers  were 
guilty  of  harshness  or  neglect  towards  the  patients,  they  can  complain  to  the  committee,  a 
mode  of  redress  with  which  they  are  perfectly  aware.  It  is  thought  tliat  no  medical  officer 
has  been  appointed  or  retained  at  this  estabhshment  against  the  known  feehngs  of  the 
people. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  kept  with  tolerable  neatness,  and  the  • 
medicines  are  of  good  quality,  the'stock  of  them  being  sufficient,  though  small.  Quinine 
was  the  only  expensive  description  of  medicine  included  in  the  dispensary  stock.  All 
are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Gosnell  of  Cork,  at  an  average  expense,  for  the  last  three  years,  of 
nearly  90  ?.,  but  latterly  they  have  cost  not  quite  so  much ; they  are  always  under  the  care 
of  the  apothecary,  and  none  are  ever  permitted  to  be  sold ; those  belonging  to  the  institution 
are  kept  quite  distinct  from  any  intended  for  private  pi’actice.  The  apparatus  for  pre- 
paring decoctions  is  very  good.  The  histitution  possesses  no  surgical  instruments  whatever. 
Leeches  are  never  supplied. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendants,  particularizing  the  disease  of  each  patient  and  1 
tire  temrination;  a copy  of  this  document  is  lodged  with  the  grand  jury.  No  register  is  ever  * 
kept  of  those  refused  admittance.  The  number  of  patients  on  the  books  at  the  time  of  visit- 
ing was,  “ Four  attended  at  home,”  and  about  “ 40  going  to  the  institution.”  No  capital 
operations  have  been  performed  within  the  last  three  years,  but  about  GO  midwifery  cases 
have  been  attended  ■within  that  period. 

All  persons  are  attended,  including  servants,  who  produce  the  recommendation  of  a sub-  ’ 
scriber,  and  this  is  necessary,  and  not  difficult  to  obtain,  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  1 
being  sufficient,  and  there  being  no  limit  to  the  number  which  each  subscriber  may  issue. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  if  a poor  person  were  unknown  to  or  disliked  by  the  sub- 
scriber, he  ■would  therefore  lose  the  benefit  of  county  subscription.  It  rarely  happens  that 
persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  w'hose  circumstances  do  not  require  gratui- 
tous rehef;  but  no  contract  has  ever  been  made  mth  poor  subscribers  to  give  them  medicine 
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and  advice  gratuitously,  in. order  to  swell  the  subscription  list,  and  thus  obtain  large  grants 
from  the  county. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  sick-poor  attended  at  their  own  dwellings, 
within  the  town  and  surrounding  suburbs.  If  two  or  three  visits  in  the  day  were  necessary 
they  would  be  paid,  and  attendance  in  the  night  would  be,  and  often  has  been,  given.  In 
case  of  an  accident,  such  as  a fractured  limb,  the  institution  does  not  possess  the  necessary 
splints,  bandages,  &c.,  but  attendance  would  be  afforded  ; tire  prescriptions  of  authorfted 
practitioners  are  not  made  up  at  the  dispensary.  Lying-in  cases  are  visited  when  recom- 
mended ; such  are  usually  attended  by  midwives,  who  are  grossly  ignorant.  Daily  attendance 
on  the  sick  is  considered  absolutely  necessary  in  acute  cases,  and  such  are  attended  at  their 
homes,  as  often  as  the  cases  may  require.  Occasional  attendance,  except  in  chronic  cases,  is 
considered  of  no  use  whatever.  'Vaccination  is  performed  gratuitously  by  the  apothecaiy  when- 
ever any  one  is  presented  for  that  purpose.  The  medical  officers  are  bound  to  ppply  vaccine 
matter  to  the  neighbourhood  gratis  as  far  as  they  can  ; their  opinion  of  vaccination  is,  that 
it  is  preventive,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  is  increasing  very  considembly ; small-pox 
has  not  been  frequent  of  late  years.  The  medical  attendants  are  not  prevented  by  any  bye- 
law, but  do  not  inoculate  with  small-pox  matter. 

No  wine  or  other  extra  is  supplied  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity,  but  there  is 
a meal  and  broth  fund,  raised  by  private  subscription,  upon  which  the  physician  can  give  an 
order. 

There  are  47  subscribers  ; the  fixed  meetings  are  annual  and  are  regularly  attended  ; as 
many  as  come  constitute  a meeting,  and  seven  or  eight  usually  attend ; all  subscribers  are 
equally  entitled  to  attend  and  vote,  but  not  by  proxy ; minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  kept. 
Medical  or  salaried  officers  are  not  governors,  nor  ffilowed  any  material  participation  in  the 
general  management.  The  institution  has  not  been  essratially  under  the  management  of  the 
su^eon,  nor  is  any  person,  ex  officio,  in  the  principal  direction  of  its' affairs. 

There  is  a managing  committee  who  meet  twice  a year ; minutes  of  their  proceedings  are 
kept.  There  is  also  a board  of  superintendence,  appointed  by  the  grand  jury  ; during  the 
intervals  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee  no  -visiting  governors  act,  nor  do  the  governors 
ever  visit  the  patients  oficially. 

The  treasurer  and  secretary  are  appointed  by  the  subscribers  annually.  There  are  no 
printed  bye-laws  regulating  these  elections.  The  voting  is  open,  and  the  manner  of  election 
(except  in  the  case  of  the  treasurer)  has  been  found  beneficial.  No  particular  religious  belief 
excludes  a person  from  being  an  officer.  The  treasurer  and  secretary  are  unpaid  officers. 
The  treasurer  does  not  give  the  security  required  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  this  not  being 
done,  cost  the  institution  a largfe  sum  (nearly  30o  L),  as  the  late  treasurer  died  considerably 
in  its  debt,  and  the  sum  has  not  been,  nor  will  it  be,  recovered.  No  instance  has  occurred 
of  an  officer  having  been  suspended  or  removed. 

'Hie  subscriptions  for  the  year  1832  amounted  to  100  Z.,  the  county  grant  to  100  Z. ; for 
1834,  subscriptions,  1151.  Qs.  Qd. ; county  grant,  1151.  In  May  1833,  the  late  treasurer 
died  in  debt  about  3001.  to  the  charity;  he  had  returned  to  the  committee,  as  paid,  the 
druggist’s  bill,  the  salaries  of  apothecary  and  surgeon  and  other  items,  which  all  remained  due 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe,  to  the  funds  of  this  charity, 
the  continuance  of  which  mainly  depends  on  the  bounty  of  two  or  three  principal  subscribers, 
amongst  whom  is  a nobleman,  who  annually  contributes  the  sum  of  20 1.  Subscriptions  are 
never  attended  by  any  stipulation  in  favour  of  the  subscribers,  or  any  one  of  his  family.  The 
charity  possesses  no  capital  stock  in  houses  or  lands  from  which  an  income  is  derivable. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  lie  in  his  hands  till  wanted. 

Since  the  defalcation  of  the  late  treasurer,  the  system  adopted  of  accounts  appears  to  he 
good,  but  it  has  only  been  in  operation  for  a short  time. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

llev.  D.  Freeman.— Rev.  J.  Russell,  p.  p. — Rev.  W.  Welland,  Curate.— John  Loyd 
"Wilkinson,  esq. — Rev.  Dr.  Wingston The  Medical  Attendant. 

Tms  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  medical  aid  of  the  parish  of  Cloyne,  including  the 
•village  of  Ballycotton,  for  the  parish  of  Churchtown,  and  for  part  of  five  adjoining  parishes, 
which,  taken  together,  contain  a population  of  11,000  souls.  There  are  similar  charities  at 
Middleton,  Aghada  and  Castlemavtyr,  places  all  less  than  10  miles  distant,  but  no  other 
institution  of  the  kind  within  its  own  proper  districts,  which  extends,  in  some  directions,  as 
far  as  five  miles.  It  has,  however,  been  always  found  to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  established.  The  witnesses  speak  of  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  the  forma- 
tion of  judiciously  arranged  medical  districts  possessed  of  intern  accommodation  for  a few 
fever  patients  and  for  accidents.  They  refer  to  the  establishment  of  the  kind  already  exist- 
ing here  in  connexion  with  the  -dispensary,  but  which  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  hospital, 
being  nothing  more  than  a dismal  and  dirty  upper  story,  or  loft,  adjoining  the  dispensary, 
whicli  has  been  furnished  with  a few  bedsteads. 

A single  room  is  all  that  is  appropriated  to  the  uses  of  this  institution.  Although  it  he  on 
the  ground  floor,  and  in  very  bad  repair,  quite  unprovided  witli  the  necessary  fittings,  a rent 
of  10 1.  a year  is  paid  for  it  to  the  trustees  of  a charity,  consisting  of  a donation  made  by  the 
Bishop  of  Cloyne,  from  whom  it  is  held,  without  lease,  from  year  to  year.  A small  garden 
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of  a quarter  of  an  acre  is  attached  to  itj  and  both  are-  occupied  by  the  paid  assistant  of  the 
attending  surgeon. 

The  present  medical  attendant,  who  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  a general  meet- 
ing held  at  the  origin  of  the  institution,  acts  m all  the  branches  of  his  profession,  and  resides 
close  to  the  dis]3ehsary,  where  he  is  bound  to  attend  every  day,  except  Sunday,  from  ten 
until  twelve  o’clock.  He  is  about  55  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a surgeon  in  the  navy, 
to  which  he  was  admitted  after  having  passed  an  examination  at  the  College  of  Surgeons. 
For  midwifery  he  was  educated  at  the  Westminster  lying-in  hospital.  He  is  engaged  in  private 
practice  ; but  whenever  his  temporary  absence  becomes  necessary,  his  duties  are  performed  by 
a gentleman  who  is  always  on  the  spot,  an  assistant  surgeon  in  tlie  navy,  who  is  paid,  and  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  committee  to  act  as  his  substitute.  Medicine  is  always  dispensed 
by  one  or  the  other  of  these  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  former  alone'  is  paid  from  the  funds  of 
the  institution.  His  salary  is  nominally  80 1,  a year ; but  from  tlie  low  state  of  the  funds  he 
has  seldom  been  paid  in  full,  and  in  the  year  1832  it  only  amounted  to  iQl.  He  has  no 
allowance  for  a horse  or  for  lodgings.  It  is  admitted  that  the  subscribers  have  it  in  their 
power  to  pay  whatever  salaries  they  please. 

The  grand  jury  can  no  otherwise  control  them  than  by  withholding  their  grant  altogether. 

The  medical  officer  is  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  and  all  candidates  for  the  situation 
are  required  to  produce  testimonials  of  their  qualifications,  which  are  weighed,  without  airy 
reference  to  age.  At  the  last  election  there  were  two  candidates.  The  neighbourhood  pos- 
• sesses  sufficient  persons  of  property  to  maintain  a medical  man,  independent  of  a public 
situation,  and  there  are  two  practitioners  residing  in  it,  unconnected  with  any  institution ; 
but  neither  of  them  would  be  willing  to  sei-ve  gratuitously.  When  any  cause  of  complaint 
exists  against  the  medical  officer,  redress  is  easily  obtained  by  a statement  laid  before  the 
committee  by  the  subscribers,  to  whose  knowledge  the  inattention  or  irregularity  had  come. 
The  poor  are  represented  to  be  aware  of  this,  and  in  such  cases  the  committee  would  be 
called  together.  In  no  existence  has  an  officer  been  retained  who  had  lost  the  confidence  or 
good-wdll  of  the  people. 

The  stock  of  medicines  is  very  scanty,  and  appears  to  be  of  very  inferior  quality.  There 
was  neither  morphia  nor  quinine,  nor  indeed  any  of  the  more  delicate  preparations,  and  the 
dispensary  room  showed  but  httle  neatness  in  its  ari-angement.  The  annual  expense  of 
medicine  for  each  of  the  last  three  years,  as  paid  for  by  tire  treasurer,  had  amounted  to  from 
45Z.  to  50^.  It  had  been  purchased  from  Harrington  & Co.,  druggists,  in  Cork.  Itremains 
under  the  care  of  the  assistant,  and  no  part  of  it  is  permitted  to  Le  sold  imder  any  circiun- 
stances,  being  kept,  at  all  times,  separate  from  the  medicine  which  the  physician  makes  use  of  in 
his  private  practice.  The  only  surgical  instrument  is  the  stomach  pump,  and  leeches  are  not 
supplied  to  the  poor.  Vaccination  is  not  regularly  attended  to,  although  the  physician  states 
both  that  “ his  own  opinion  is  in  favour  of  its  utility,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public 'in  it 
is  daily  increasing.”  He  is  not  allowed  to  inoculate  with  small-pox. 

The  assistant  keeps  a very  full  register  of  the  number  of  applications  made  for  relief,  dis- 
tinguishing the  . circumstances  under  which  each  patient  applies  ; 7,000  persons  have  been 
relieved  from  the  funds  of  the  charity  within  the  last  three  years,  and  none  have  been  refused. 
During  that  period  there  had  not  been  any  necessity  for  the  performance  of  a capitaFopera- 
tion.  At  the  time  that  this  examination  was  held,  there  were  on  the  books  the  names  of 
six  persons  as  being  treated  at  home,  and  of  20  as  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  the  dispensary. 

By  the  rules  of  the  establishment,  those  persons  only  are  entitled  to  receive  relief  from  it 
who  have  obtained  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber.  This  condition  is,  however,  in 
urgent  cases  frequently  dispensed  with,  and  at  all  times  an  order  can  be  procured,  even  by 
a stranger,  from  the  treasurer,  who  resides  close  to  the  dispensary,  and  who  describes  his 
house  as  being  continually  beset -with  applicants.  A single  signature  is  sufficient  for  each 
recommendation,  and  a subscriber  is  entitled  for  every  guinea  subscribed  to  have  two  patients 
on  the  books.  None  of  the  poorer  subscribers  receive  assistance  gratuitously;  but  it  is 
believed  that  many  other  persons  derive  relief  from  the  dispensary  whose  circumstances 
should  place  them  above  the  receipt  of  charity. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution  at  the  time  already  mentioned,  and  in  addition 
those  poor  persons  residing  in  the  district,  whose  sickness  confines  them  within  doors,  are 
visited  at  their  homes,both  by  day  and  night,  as  often  as  their  cases  require  such  attention.  The 
medical  attendant  remarks,  that  “ he  finds  it  absolutely  necessary  to  see  all  cases  of  acute 
■disorder  at  least  once  a day ; less  frequent  visits  are  of  no  service,  and  only  answer  where  a 
patient  labours  under  disease  in  a chronic  form.”  Prompt  assistance  is  always  to  be  had 
when  accidents  occur,  and  the  institution  has  always  ready  a sufficient  supply  of  splints  and 
bandages,  &c.  necessary  in  such  cases.  The  generality  of  the  midwives  in  this  district  are 
represented  to  be  ignorant  in  the  extreme.  Only  one  woman  is  spoken  of  as  possessed  of 
even  ordinary  skill.  Fortunately,  when  circumstances  of  difficulty  arise,  the  poor  have  it  in 
their  power  to  call  in  the  services  of  the  dispensary  surgeon. 

The  funds  of  this  charity  are  not  sufficiently  ample  to  permit  of  any  thing  besides  medicine 
and  advice  being  supplied  to  the  sick  poor.  There  is,  however,  another  institution  for  the 
relief  of  the  “ indigent  sick,”  which  is  intended  to  afford  wine,  fuel  and  clothing  when  neces- 
sa^,  and  on  which  the  medical  attendant  has  the  power  of  giving  orders. 

The  general  management  is  controlled  by  an  annual  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  which 
takes  place  in  March,  at  the  summons  of  the  secretary,  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  the  trea- 
surer s accounts,  and  receiving  the  subscriptions  for  the  ensuing  year;  about  six  persons 
generally  attend  this  meeting,  and  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  are  always  recorded. 

A list  exists  of  the  members  of  a managing  committee,  who  are  instructed  to  meet  on  the 
first  Monday  in  each  month  ; but  this  duty  has  not  been  performed  for  a considemhle  time. 
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There  is,  however,  a board  of  superintendence  appointed  by  the  grand  jury,  and  they  have 
visited  the  institution  on  two  occasions,  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

There  is  only  one  non-medical  officer,  namely,  the  treasurer,  whose  appointment  has  no 
reference  to  the  religious  belief  he  may  profess.  The  present  treasurer,  who  is  also  the  secre- 
tary, receives  no  emolument  for  services,  but  is  not  required  to  give  any  security. 

Every  half-year  a report  is  made  of  the  state  of  disease  in  the  district,  of  the  number  of 
persons  who  have  received  relief,  and  of  the  general  affairs  and  prospects  of  this  charity. 
TJiis  document  is  laid  before  the  grand  Jury,  who  require  to  be  most  minutely  informed  in 
every  particular. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  derived  from  two  sources,  viz.  from  annual  subscription  and 
from  the  county  grant.  The  receipts  mider  these  heads  for  the  last  three  years  were  as 
foUow : 


Subscriptions 
County  grant 


1831. 

1832. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

' - 

74  3 - 

68  18  - 

- 

- 

62  19  - 

65  - - 

The  subscribers  are  nearly  confined  tq  the  richer  classes,  and  three  individuals  contribute 
considerably  more  than  one  half  of  the  gross  amount  of  subscriptions.  On  the  continuance 
of  the  bounty  of  these  persons  the  existence  of  the  charity  altogether  depends.  If  it  were 
withdrawn,  it  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

Subscriptions  as  are  not  paid  at  the  annual  meeting,  are  collected  afteiwards  by  the 
treasurer. 

The  funds  lie  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer ; hut  from  the  manner  in  which  one  poition  of 
them  is  paid,  he  can  never  hold,  at  any  one  time,  more  than  one-half  of  the  entire  annual 
income.  This  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  the  subscriptions  are  paid  at  Wie  commence- 
ment of  the  year ; but  the  county’s  grant  not  mitil  six  months  afteiwards. 

The  entire  expenditure  of  the  charity  was,  in 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  144  16  5 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - - 134  -7 

1833  - - -136-- 


The  payment  of  money  is  entirely  left  to  the  treasurer,  who  acts  without  any  control. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Alwortii,  Rector  of  the  parish. — Mr.  Alworth,  jun.— Dr.  Norcoi't,  a physician 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood ; — and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  dispensary  of  Doneraile  is  the  only  medical  charity  in  the  district  attached  to  it, 
which  contains  a population  of  nearly  12,000  souls,  and  extends  in  some  directions  to  a 
distance  of  ten  miles.  There  are,  however,  institutions  of  a similar  character  at  Buttervant, 
Mallow,  Kildorrery  and  Castledown  Roche,  each  of  which  places  is  only  six  miles  off ; 
but,  as  has  been  obseiTed,  none  of  these  towns  are  within  the  limits  of  the  district  under 
consideration.  Owing  to  the  situation  of  these  dispensaries,  the  general  country  about 
Doneiuile  is  considered  to  be  adequately  provided  with  the  means  of  medical  relief,  if  ex- 
ception be  made  of  that  portion  of  its  own  district  which  is  most  remote,  and  which  it  is 
thought  exceeds  by  nearly  five  miles  the  utmost  limits  thought  to  be  assigned  to  the  care  of 
one  medical  attendant.  It  is  stated  by  the  witnesses,  that  there  has  never  been  occasion  to 
refuse  assistance  to  any  person  who  has  made  application  for  it  at  this  chaiity ; but  they 
complain  much  of  the  inconvenience  and  evil  consequences  which  result  from  its  being 
entirely  unprovided  with  any  intern  accommodation.  »Vhen  any  accident  or  disease  of  a 
serious  nature  occurs,  it  is  necessary  to  send  them  to  the  County  Infirmary  at  Mallow.  Tliis 
serious  want,  it  is  suggested,  could  be  remedied  by  the  formation  of  new  or  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  p’resent  dispensary  districts.  Each  district  might  still  be  provided  with  a dis- 
pensary ; but  the  improvement  would  consist  in  placing  a small  hospital,  containing  a few 
beds  for  medical  and  surgical  cases,  in  such  a position  with  respect  to  every  three  or  four 
districts,  as  would  present  the  most  advantages  to  the  smTomiding  population. 

A house  in  the  town,  which  is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  16  Z.,  is  occupied  by  the  medical 
attendant  as  a residence ; a single  room  in  it,  of  very  small  dimensions,  and  affording  no 
accommodation  to  the  patients,  is  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary.  There 
are  no  outbuildings  or  grounds,  but  a small  slipper  bath  has  been  provided.  Establish- 
ments of  this  kind  should  alwuys  he  held  on  lease,  and  should  be  the  property  of  the 
county. 

The  duties  of  tliis  dispensa^  are  performed  by  a gentleman  who  resides  at  the  institu- 
tion ; the  public  days  being  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  in  each  week.  On  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Norcott,  he  was  appointed  to  the  situation,  to  which  he  is  attached  m 
the  capacity  of  general  medical  attendant ; he  is  also  engaged  in  private  practice ; he  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  is  at  present  about  30  years  of  age;  he  has 
never  had  occasion  to  perform  his  duties  by  proxy,  but  there  exists  no  regulation  on  this 
point.  The  medicine  is  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant  in  person,  whose  residence  on 
the  spot  ensures  immediate  attention  to  any  demand  for  his  semces. 

A salary 
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A salary  of  50 1.  per  annum  is  paid  to  the  attending  physician  from  the  general  funds  of  Dispensaries. 

the  charity ; he  has  also  the  advantage  of  a residence  rent-free,  hut  receives  no  assistance  

towards  the  maintenance  of  a horse.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  endeavoured  to  ascer-  Munster. 
tain  whether  there  existed  any  sufficient  authority  to  prevent  the  payment  of  higher  salaries  County  Cork. 

than  might  be  necessary  to  procure  efficient  officers;  they  were  informed  that  there  was  none,  . ■; 

and  that  the  control  of  the  grand  jury  was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  point,  as  they  had  Cut^^ne 
no  other  means  of  checking  extravagance  than  by  withholding  the  sum  which  they  ai-e  w.P.  Bo«mfesq?H.D. 

accustomed  to  grant  every  year.  The  witnesses,  however,  declare  that  nothing  of  the  kind  

can  be  expected  to  occui-  here,  although  they  are  ready  to  admit  that  the  abuse  may  exist  Doneraile 
elsewhere.  _ Dispensary. 

The  election  of  the  physician  resides  in  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  a year;  when  a ' 
vacancy  occurs,  notice  of  the  day  on  which  it  is  intended  to  till  'it  is  always  given  by  p,  ' .• 
advei-tisement  in  the  newspapers,  stating  also,  that  the  candidates  will  be  expected  to  produce 
a degree  from  some  umveraity  or  college.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  age  ; and  on  occasion 
of  the  last  vacancy  there  were  three  candidates.  There  has  not  been  any  mortality  among 
the  medical  officers,  neither  would  any  allowance  or  pension  be  granted  iu  case  of  resigna- 
tion ; it  is  not  considered  necessaiy  to  inform  the  grand  jury  of  any  appointment  that  takes 
place.  The  subscribers  retain  in  their  hands  the  power  of  calling  the  attending  physician  to 
accoimt  for  any  irregularity  or  inattention  in  the  discharge  of  liis  duties.  The  poor  are 
represented  to  be  aware  of  this  mode  of  obtaining  redress,  and  are  not  likely  to  hesitate  in 
availing  themselves  of  it.  Although  there  are  a considerable  number  of  wealuiy  residents  in 
this  neighbourhood,  quite  sufficient  to  maintain  a medical  man,  without  his  being  connected 
with  any  public  establishment,  yet  it  is  said  that  no  gratuitous  attendance  could  be  procured 
at  the  dispensary.  A very  respectable  physician  {Dr.  Norcott,)  who  was  present  at  the  exa- 
mination observed,  that  neither  he  nor  the  other  practitioner  who  resided  in  the  district,  either 
could  or  would  serve  without  remuneration. 

There  was  an  appearance  of  much  neatness  in  the  room  in  which  medicine  is  dispensed.  Pharmacy 
There  was  a veiy  abundant  supply  of  drugs  of  a good  quality,  including  quinine,  morphia, 
and  some  other  of  the  more  delicate  preparations.  The  cost  of  the  medicine  (which  remain 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  not  permitted  to  sell  any  part), 
had  amounted  to  about  16  Z.  for  each  of  the  last  three  years,  and  they  had  been  procured 
from  a person  uncoimected  with  the  establishment.  The  supply  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus 
was  good,  but  there  were  not  any  surgical  instruments  ; and  it  was  stated  that  leeches  were 
found  too  expensive  to  be  employed  in  dispensary  practice.  Each  leech  costs  a shillmg  in 
the  town. 

No  provision  is  made  for  the  diffusion  of  vaccination,  although  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
attendant  is  favourable  to  the  utility  of  the  practice.  Small-pox  has  lately  prevailed  to  a 
considerable  extent.  Above  200  children  in  the  district,  and  as  many  as  25  cases  in  the 
town  itself,  have  died  from  the  disease  within  the  last  year.  All  these  individuals  had  been 
inoculated  with  variolous  matter  by  an  apothecary  of  the  town  ; and  the  subsidence  of  the 
disorder  is  rendered  nearly  impossible,  by  the  existence  of  a class  of  men  who  travel  about 
the  country,  and  procure  a livelihood  by  disseminating  it  through  the  means  of  inoculation. 

The  rules  of  the  dispensary  do  not  preclude  the  medical  officer  from  adopting  the  same 
Custom,  but  he  states  liis  unwillingness  to  have  recourse  to  it. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  which  distinguishes  the  name  and  residence  Patients'  Regis- 
of  each  patient  applying  for  relief,  as  well  as  of  the  individual  who  recommends  him.  It  tration. 
also  sp^ifies  the  disease  under  which  the  applicant  labours.  A copy  of  this  register  is 
annually  submitted  to  the  gi-and  jury.  At  the  date  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit,  the 
book  in  question  contained  the  names  of  six  persons  who  were  under  treatment  at  their  own 
dwellings,  and  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  others,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  the 
dispensaiy  for  advice  and  medicine.  There  had  been  no  operations  of  importance  performed 
for  a period  of  three  years ; but  during  that  time  the  physician  had  been  called  to  see  about 
150  cases  of  lying-in  women. 

^ All  persons  (including  the  servants  of  subscribers)  are  entitled  to  receive  relief  from  this  Who  entitled  to 
dispensary,  on  producing  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber.  As  there  is  no  limit  to  the  Relief, 
number  of  such  orders,  which  each  subscriber  is  privileged  to  issue,  and  as  his  single  sig- 
nature is  sufficient,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  one,  even  a stranger,  finds 
difficulty  in  availing  himself  of  the  aid  of  the  physician.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
grounds  for  believing  that,  although  there  is  no  stipulation  that  any  of  the  poorer  sub- 
scribers shall  receive  advice  and  medicine  in  return  for  his  contribution,  yet  a good  many 
persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  whose  circumstances  by  no  means  place 
them  in  need  of  gratuitous  relief. 

In  addition  to  the  patients  who  are  relieved  at  the  institution  on  the  days  of  public  Extern  Patients, 
attendance,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  the  surgeon  is  bound  to  visit,  at  tlieir  own 
dwellings,  such  persons  as  may  be  unable  to  seek  assistance  in  Doneraile.  These  visits  may 
be  called  for  in  any  part  of  the  district,  which  extends,  in  one  direction,  to  a distance  of  ten 
imles.  Speaking  of  this  portion  of  his  duty,  the  medical  attendant  observes,  “ that  he  is 
ready  to  attend  at  all  horns,  both  day  and  night ; and  should  the  case  require  it,  and  the 
distance  admit,  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  visits  in  the  twenty-four  hours.”  He  adds, 

'^‘^casional  Attendance  is  of  little,  if  of  aqy,  use,  except  in  cases  of  chronic  disease. 

Where  a patient  labours  under  an  affection  of  an  acute  nature,  it  becomes  indispensably 
necessary  that  he  should  be  seen  by  liis  physician  every  day.  Lying-in  women  are  at  all 
tunes  entitled  to  call  for  the  assistance  of  the  medical  attendant.  In  general,  however,  the 
lemales  of  the  poorer  classes  are  attended  by  midwives  who  are  .represented  to  be  veiy 
unfit  for  their  business,  and  by  whose  ignorance  and  unskilfulness  much  iniury,  it  is  said,  is 

R 4 caused 
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caused  to  both  mother  and  child.  It  is  the  custom,  in  this  institution,  to  compound  the 
prescriptions  which  may  be  sent  in  by  one  of  the  neighbouring  physicians,  who  was  the  pre- 
decessor of  the  present  medical  attendant  at  this  dispensary. 

The  Doneraile  Dispensary  does  not  supply  nourishment  of  any  kind  to  the  sick  poor ; 
neither  is  there  any  charity  in  the.  neighbourhood,  from  which  any  thing  of  the  land  can  be 
procured,  if  deemed  necessary  by  the  attending  physician. 

The  general  management  resides  in  the  subscribers  at  large,  who  are  in  number  about  21. 
The  rules  direct  that  they  shall  hold  a meeting  every  year ; this  is,  however,  not  observed  with 
much  regularity,  as  seldom  more  than  four  oi  five  are  present  at  it,  although  all  governors  are 
equally  privileged  to  attend  and  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Minutes  are  not  kept  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  these  meetings,  but  it  would  appear  that  business  may  be  transacted  by  any 
number,  however  small,  of  subscribers.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  surgeon 
has  been  allowed  to  exercise  any  undue  share  in  the  direction  of  the  institution. 

A managing  committee  has  been  nominated,  but  there  exists  (if  they  have  ever  met)  no 
account  of  the  measures  which  it  has  from  time  to  lime  adopted.  The  grand  jury  have  not 
appointed  a board  of  superintendence,  nor  have  tlie  subscribers  elected  any  visiting  governor 
to  act  in  the  intervals  of  the  assembling  of  the  committee. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  thfe  treasurer,  who  receives  no  payment  for  his  services, 
and  is  not  required  to  give  any  security,  although  such  is  pointed  out  by  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. This  functionary  is  elected  by  open  voting,  a mode  which  has  been  found  very 
beneficial.  It  is  stated  that  religious  prejudices  have  never  been  allowed  to  interfere  in  the 
appointment  of  officers,  nor  has  there  ever  been  any  sudden  creation  of  governors,  with 
a view  to  carry  an  election  ; still  it  is  thought  that  it  would  be  right  to  vest  iu'some  .superior 
authority  a veto  to  prevent  improper  appointments.  No  officer  has  ever  been  suspended. 

Once  in  each  year  a report  is  prepared  relating  to  the  number  of  persons  who  have 
obtained  relief,  and  to  the  other  affairs  of  the  institution.  It  is  not  usual  to  print  these 
documents,  but  copies  of  them  are  always  submitted  to  the  subscribers  and  to  the  grand 
jury.  In  this  district  there  are  abundant  means  for  an  accurate  investigation  of  the  wants 
of  the  poor.  It  is  stated  by  the  witnesses  that  there  are  a large  number  of  persons  who  are 
both  qualified  and  willing  to  take  part  in  any  inquiry  which  might  be  deemed  necessary,  with 
reference  to  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes.  It  is  further  observed,  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a permanent  board  of  health  would  he  productive  of  great  advantage,  and  might  be 
conveniently  conducted  in  the  district  dispensary. 

This  institution  possesses  no  property  of  a fixed  nature.  It  is  solely  supported  by  annual 
subscriptions,  and  by  grants  allowed  by  the  county.  Among  the  subscribers  are  to  be  found 
no  individuals  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  there  is  a very  great  inequality  in  the  amount  of 
the  respective  contributions,  a nobleman  of  the  neighbourhood  giving  annually  a sura  of 
20  guineas.  One  of  the  consequences  of  this  disproportion  is,  that  as  the  donation  in 
question  forms  a large  part  of  the  total  income,  the  existence  of  the  charity  becomes  mainly 
dependent  on  the  bounty  of  one  individual,  and  that  if  he  were  to  w’ithdraw  his  support,  it 
could  hardly  continue  in  operation. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  alone  they  are  allowed  to  remain. 

The  details  of  expenditure  are  controlled  solely  by  the  treasurer.  By  liim  alone  are  all 
bills  examined,  and  he  pays  them  on  his  own  responsibility. 


J^ersoTis  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Begly,  e.c.c. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

Tn  E dispensary  of  Dunbollogue  and  Whitechurch  united,  supplies  the  medical  wants  of  a 
population  of  about  12,000.  It  is  judiciously  situated  very  nearly  in  the  centre  of  its  district, 
which  is  about  eight  miles  long  by  1 1 broad,  so  that  the  medical  attendant  has  not,  in  any 
direction,  to  go  a greater  distance  than  between  four  and  five  miles.  There  are  five  institu- 
tions of  a similar  character  \vithin  six  miles  of  this  one,  viz.  at  Middleton,  Cork,  Blarney, 
Gianmire  and  Glenville,  but  none  of  these  are  included  in  its  proper  district.  Though  iu 
most  points  sufficient  for  the  ends  designed,  it  is  nevertheless  thought  by  the  witnesses,  that 
it  embraces  rather  too  great  a range  of  country.  This  objection  made  itself  peculiarly  felt 
when  the  cholera  prevailed ; at  that  time  many  cases  of  the  disease  manifested  themselves 
at  a place  called  Bottle-lull,  hut  as  it  was  nearly  five  miles  off,  though  included  in  the 
district,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  bestow  on  the  patients  that  degree  of  constant  attention 
which  their  situation  so  urgently  required.  The  total  want  of  intern  accommodation  is  less 
felt,  because  the  proximity  of  the  city  of  Cork  affords  opportunity  of  obtaining  admission 
into  its  hospitals  for  ordinary  cases.  A ward  for  the  reception  of  accidents  would,  however, 
be  greatly  desired. 

A very  neat  and  commodious  house  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  medical  attendant 
of  this  charity,  as  a residence.  He  expresses  himself  as  quite  satisfied  with  it  in  every  par- 
ticular, except  that  the  walls  are  somewhat  damp,  and  the  thatch  rather  out  of  repair.  The 
furniture  which  it  contains  is  his  own.  A portion  of  the  house  (to  which  there  is  a separate 
entrance  from  an  adjoining  lane)  consisting  of  two  rooms,  one  to  contain  medicine,  the  other 
a waiting  room,  is  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary.  Both  rooms  are  snrall. 
The  floor  of  the  waiting  room  is  of  clay,  and  liable  to  damp,  but  otherwise,  every  thing  is  in 
good  order.  A stable  and  coach-house,  both  occupied  by  the  medical  attendant,  are  attached 
to  the  house,  which  also  possesses  a small  garden.  The  entire  premises  are  held  from  year 
to  year,  at  an  annual  rent  of  8Z.  8s. 
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The  sole  medical  attendant  is  a gentleman,  29  years  of  age,  who  holds  the  situation  since 
the  month  of  July  1833,  when  he  was  appointed  by  the  committee  in  the  united  capacity 
of  surgeon,  physician,  accoucheur  and  apothecary.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  other 
medical  chanty ; but  is  at  ail  times  permitted  to  attend  to  the  calls  of  his  private  practice 
Ha  possesses  the  degree  of  m.  d.  and  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Edinburgh 
where,  as  well  as  at  Dublin,  he  obtained  his  education  in  midwifery.  In  the  interval  between 
the  termination  of  his  studies  and  his  coming  here,  he  was  settled  as  practitioner  in  Cork. 
He  now  resides  entirely  at  the  dispensary,'  and  seldom  has  occasion  to  discharge  his  duties 
by  proxy.  When,  however,  illness  or  other  causes  require  his  temporary  absence,  he  is  accus- 
tomed to  provide  a substitute,  who  must  previously  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  committee. 
With  respect  to  the  relief  of  cases  of  sudden  accident,  it  is  stated,  tliat  he  is  always  on  the 
spot,  except  when  professionally  engaged  elsewhere.  He  alone  dispenses  medicine.  The  com- 
mittee  is  represented  as  a tribunal  to  which  the  poor  can  appeal  with  a certainty  of  redress 
Office?  should  have  reason  to  complain  of  any  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  medical 

The  medic^  attendant  receives  no  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance  He  i-; 
provided  with  a residence,  as  has  been  already  mentioned.  The  control  exercised  by- 
the  grand  jury  over  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  is  but  of  a limited  nature 
If  an  improper  apphcation  of  them  were  made,  as  in  the  giving  unnecessarily  profuse 
salaries,  It  IS  stated  that  the  grand  juiy  could  withhold  their  presentment  altoo-ether,  but 

could  not  attach  any  conditions  to  the  disposal  of  it,  if  granted. 

The  appointment  of  the  medical  officer  is  made  by  subscribers  of  1 Z.  i s.  annually  and 
upwards,  aU  of  whom  are  equally  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election.  When  a vacancy  occurs, 
notice  of  the  intention  of  fillmg  it,  is  usually  given  in  the  newspapers,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
tammg  as  much  competition  as  possible.  On  the  last  occasion  of  this  kindf  12  or  14 
^didates  presented  themselves,  who  were  all  required  to  produce  testimonials  of  their 
haying  obtained  a degree  m some  recogmzed  university.  No  limitation  was  made  as  to 
their  age,  nor  were  they  obliged  to  submit  their  testimonials  to  the  consideration  of  the 
grand  jury  The  circi^stances  of  the  persons  who  inhabit  this  district  are  not.  the 
witnesses  state,  of  such  a nature  as  would  be  likely  to  maintain  a medical  practitioner, 
mdependently  of  the  remunerarion  afforded  by  the  dispensary,  and  they  further  add,  that 
there  could  not  be  found  any  physician  who  would  undertake  the  attendance  on  the  poor 
- gratuitously.  None  of  the  medical  men  hitherto  attached  to  the  dispensary  have  died  w-hile 
Se^SaSy^  superannuations  nor  retiring  ahowances  enter  into  the  plan  of 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  were  kept  had  an  aspect  of  considerable  neatness.  There 
was  the  usuaUnd  necessary  stock  of  bottles  and  drawers,  and  all  appeared  in  good  keening 
to  contain  an  adequate  supply  of  medicine  of  a very  good  quality.  The  Assistant 
Commissioners  also  noticed  the  presence  of  the  more  dehcate  and  expensive  preparations 
auch  as  quinine,  morphia,  &c.  and  they  were  informed  that  all  had  been  purchased  from 
Mr.  Daigaville,  a druggist  m Cork.  This  gentleman  is  not  a governor  or  subscriber  His 
account  is  annually  discharged  by  the  treasurer,  on  the  order  of  the  committee,  and  it  has 
not  exceeded  during  any  of  the  last  three  years  the  sum  of  20  Z.  The  stock  of  medi- 

and  key,  and  is  not 

pennitted  to  sell  any  of  them,  under  any  circumstances,  or  to  dispose  of  them,  otherwise 
than  for  the  purposes  of  the  chanty.  He  keeps  no  medicine  for  his  private  patients,  nor 
has  he  been  supplied  with  any  surgical  or  other  instruments  for  his  dispensary  practice  This 
chanty  does  not  supply  leeches  for  the  poor.  Vaccination,  however,  forms  one  of  its  objects, 
dnl!  ® IS  bound  to  vaccinate  gratuitously  the  children  of  the  poorer 

f establishment  do  not  absolutely  forbid  tlie  use  of  small-pox  matter, 
ut  ^e  physician  observes,  that  “ he  is,  on  every  account,  averse  to  inoculation,  and  that  he 
has  never,  m any  instance,  practised  it.” 

accurate  register  is  kept  by  the  medicel  officer,  in  which  are  detailed 
aidtwLf  recommends  the  patient,  together  with  the  name,  residence, 

men.  commencement  of  his  treat- 

fg®'  A”  ^’“'‘tet  of  this  register  is  annually  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  From 
for  rdfef  d ^'Cur  1833,  it  appeared  that  the  total  number  of  applications 

undefcholerT®  “ umountedto  1,696  of  winch,  ten  were  cases  of  persons  labouring 

Zee  Z there  were  on  the  boois  the  names  of 

wei  m the  h *cir  homes,  and  of  26  other  patients  who 

hid  ; , ? j /“Peusury  for  relief.  The  medical  attendant  stated  that 

attended  •»  P"*™  “7  operation  of  importance,  and  that  he  had  not 

attend  to  ZT  cases  of  midwifeiy,  since  his  appointment.  He  is  expected  to 

libertv  te  ^’’^.P^rson  who  brings  with  him  the  recommendation  of  a governor,  but  he  is  at 
whonf  he  dis^etion  m certain  cases,  and  to  refuse  his  assistance  to  individuals, 

howCTer  h™?n?f‘'“  “ ‘he  benefits  of  the  charity.  In  taking  this  step,  he  is. 

It  W h ■ mention  the  oircnmstance  to  the  committee,  together  with  his  reasons, 
entitleel  f ,1™  ■'"“‘i  ^ presided  with  a recommendation  from  a subscriber  is 
liable  to  h ‘•cnrund  the  assistance  of  the  medical  attendant  of  this  dispensary.  He  is  also 
cla-^q  nf  TV  ®.  by  the  domestic  servants  of  all  the  subscribers,  and  by  a numerous 

with  relief  whose  circurnstances  do  not  in  any  way  require  that  they  should  he  provided 
such  a manner.  Strictly  speaking-the  surgeon  is  not  bound  to  attend  to  any 

applicant 
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applicant  that  cannot  produce  the  recommendation  of  a governor,  one  signature,  however,  to 
the  recommendation  gives  it  full  force,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  which  any  one 
subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue.  It  is  added  that  there  is  no  risk  that  any  one  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  aid  of  the  charity,  merely  from  the  circumstance  of  his  being  a stranger  or 
unknown.  j - i.  j • 

Those  patients  who  present  themselves  at  the  dispensary  are  supplied  with  advice  and  me- 
dicine by  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  also  in  the  habit  of  visiting  at  their  own  dwellings 
those  persons  who  may  be  unable  to  meet  him  elsewhere,  provided  they  be  situated  within  the 
limits  of  the  district ; and  this  attention,  it  is  stated,  would  be  rendered  to  the  extent  of  two 
or  three  visits  in  the  day,  if  required.  In  cases  of  accident,  however,  the  chanty  is  altogether 
deficient  in  the  splints,  bandages,  &c.  which  are  so  necessary  for  giving  perfect  assistance. 
The  only  prescriptions  which  are  compounded  at  this  dispensary  are  those  of  its  medical 
attendant ; who,  however,  is  not  accustomed  to  enter  them  in  any  book.  Having  already 
observed  that  heis  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  poor  at  their  own  dwellings,  the  surgeon  fur- 
ther  observes  that  he  considers  daily  attendance  absolutely  indispensable  m cases  of  acute 
disorder.  He  states  he  is  also  accustomed  to  visit  poor  women  in  their  confinement,  and  that 
nothing  can' possibly  exceed  the  ignorance  of  the  midwives  to  whom  the  poor  have  in  gene- 
ral recourse.  The  fatal  injuiy  to  the  mother  does  not  arise  to  any  great  extent,  yet  nume- 
rous instances  occur  where  the  life  of  the  child  is  sacrificed  to  their  unskilfulness. 

There  are  not  any  institutions  in  the  neighbourhood  to  supply  the  sick  poor  with  either 
food  or  other  necessary  comforts. 

The  general  management  of  this  charity  resides  in  the  subscribers  at  la,vge,  who  should, 
by  their  own  regulations,  assemble  in  half-yearly  meetings,  but  who,  it  is  stated,  have 
hitherto  done  so  but  once  a year.  At  this  meeting  not  more  than  five  or  six  governors 
usually  are  present,  but  the  votes  of  all  those  who  do  not  attend,  are  received  by  proxy.  The 
medical  attendant  is  not  a governor,  nor  does  he  take  any  prominent  part  m the  affairs  of 
the  institution.  . . . , • u 

A managing  committee  is  annually  appointed,  with  the  intention  that  it  should  assemble 
every  month,  but  this  rule  has  been  so  little  observed,  that  the  last  entiy  of  their  meeting  in 
the  proceedings  books,  bears  the  date  of  January  1834,  (eight  months  previous  to  the  date  of 
•this  examinatmn).  There  is  not  a visiting  governor,  but,  it  is  stated,  that  the  charity  was 
inspected  by  a member  of  the  grand  jury,  last  May.  ' - * • j 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer,  who  neither  receives  a salary,  nor  is  required 
to  give  the  security  demanded  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  There  are  not  any  printed  bye-laws 
for  regulating  bis  appointment,  neither  are  there  any  grounds  for  supposing  that  it  is  all  influ- 
enced by  religious  feelings.  The  present  treasurer  is  a Protestant  gentleman,  and  indeed 
the  only  Protestant  in  the  parish.  It  has  never  been  found  necessaiy  to  cancel  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  officer.  _ , . , . 

Twice  a year  a report  of  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  but  it 
is  not  printed  for  distribution.  ' The  .witnesses  were  asked  whether  if  a more  extended  sys- 
tem of  dispensary  relief  were  deemed  expedient,  they  were  of  opinion  that  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  individuals  existed  in  the  neighbourhood  to  attend  to  and  control  it  ? They  stated,  in 
reply,  that  a considerable  number  of  persons  could  at  all  times  be  found,  who  would  give 
every  attention  to  such  a system,  and  who  would  willingly  take  a part  in  any  more  minute 
investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

On  an  average  of  the  last  three  years  the  annual  receipts  under  the  head  of  subscriptions 
have  amounted  to  about  65  1.  A very  large  proportion  of  this,  viz.  23  guineas,  is  received 
from  one  gentleman  and  his  family.  Of  the  remainder  much  consists  of  small  sums  pa.id  by 
individuals  of  the  poorer  classes,  who,  to  a great  extent,  as  has  been  already  detailed,  ac- 
company their  contribution  with  an  express  stipulation  that  they  shall  receive  medical  relief 
in  return. 

The  custody  of  all  the  funds  rests  with  the  treasurer. 

About  120  Z.  has  been  expended  by  this  charity  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  the 
principal  heads  of  outlay  having  been  the  salary  of  the  medical  attendant,  the  rent  of  his 
house,  and  medicine.  The  treasurer  discharges  the  hills  that  become  due,  but  not  until 
they  have  been  previously  examined  by  the  committee,  upon  whose  order  alone  money 
is  paid. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Freemovnt 

Dispensary. 


Rev.  Mr.  Collins,  R.  c.  c. — Rev.  Mr.  Donovan.  — W.  Galway,  esq. — Surgeon  Graham. — 
Rev.  Mr.  Reardon,  p.p.  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


The  district  of  this  dispensary,  of  which  the  most  remote  point  is  about  12  miles  distant, 
includes  a population  of  nearly  18,000  souls.  There  are,  however,  similar  institutions  at 

Newmaiket 


sary  recommendalioij  is  completely  precluded  by  the  low  rate  of  subsciiption.  Any  person  who  con- 
tributes 2 .9.  6 d.  annually  to  the  charily  is  enlifled  to  relief  on  making  application  for  it  iii  person.  1‘ 
be  increase  his  subscription  to  3 s.,  his  family,  however  large,  become  possessed  of  the  same  privilege; 
and  f«r  10  s.  a year  they  must  be  visited  at  their  own  dwellings.  These  regulations  press  with  pecujiar 
severity  on  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  thus,  for  a trifling  salary,  made  the  drudge  of  a large  and  im- 
poverished dispensary  district.  The  individual  in  question,  in  the  present  instance,  is  a well-informed 
and  intelligent  gcnileman.  liis  testimonials  are  most  creditable  to  him,  and  his  medical  certificates 
are  of  the  highest  order. 
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Newmcrket  and  at  Kanturk,  distant  respectively  six  and  seven  miles.  The  vidtnesses  are  Dispensaries. 

of  opinion,  that  a dispensary  district  should  never  exceed  10  miles  in  diameter,  and  they  

observe  that  the  present  one  would  be  altogether  too  extensive,  were  it  not  that  a branch  MnmttT. 
dispensary  has  been  opened  at  Kiibolane,  where  the  poor  are  received  and  relieved  by  the  Couniy  Cork, 
medical  attendant  of  Freemount.  The  funds  of  the  Freemount  establishment  have  hitherto  ^ ~ ^ 

been  sufficient  to  allow  of  extern  aid  being  afforded  to  all  applicants,  but  much  and  serious  CiisK^i^rcV^esq^  ^ 
inconvenience  has  often  arisen,  from  the  entire  absence  of  any  internal  accommodation.  W.P.Borrctt.csq.,  m.o. 

The  witnesses  would  be  most  anxious  to  see  the  establishment  of  judicious  medical  districts,  

to  each  of  which  a dispensary,  of  this  actual  kind,  might  be  attached,  but  they  would  propose,  Freemount 

that  to  a certain  number  of  such  districts,  varying  according  to  circumstances,  there  should  Dispensary, 

be  added  an  hospital,  capable  at  least  of  receiving  a few  fever  patients  and  cases  of  bad  ' 
accidents,  together  with  a limited  nmnber  of  persons  labouring  under  surgical  and  medical 
disorders. 

A sniall  building  which  had  been  once  a barrack,  is  now  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  Building,  Furniture 
the  dispensary,  and  answ'ers  its  object  very  well.  It  is  in  tolerable  repair,  but  does  not  and  Grounds, 
contain  any  apparatus  for  the  administering  of  baths.  There  are  not  any  outbuildings 
attached. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  is  a licentiate  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  aged  32,  who  was  Medical  Officer, 
appointed  as  a general  practitioner  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  about  three  years  ago.  He 
produced  his  diploma  from  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  showing  that  he  was  properly 
qualified  to  practise  midwifery.  Previous  to  entering  upon  his  present  sitimtion,  he  had 
resided  as  physician  in  Charleville.  He  now  resides  entirely  at  the  dispensary,  and  is  still 
engaged  in  private  practice,  in  addition  to  attending  at  tlie  branch  dispensary  which  has 
been  already  referred  to,  and  is  distant  from  Freemount  about  five  miles.  It  is  stated  that 
he  has  rarely,  if  ever,  occasion  to  absent  himself  from  his  post,  but  in  contemplation  of  his 
being  sometimes  engaged  elsewhere ; there  exists  a resolution  of  the  subscribers,  empowering 
him  to  appoint  a substitute. 

The  periods  of  the  physician’s  attendance  at  the  dispensaiy  are  on  Mondays  and 
Thumdays  from  ten  until  two  o’clock;  at  these  hours  he  prescribes  and  gives  medicine  to 
the  poor  of  the  district  who  present  themselves  at  Freemount;  and  on  Satu3’days  from  eleven 
until  three  he  attends  for  the  same  purpose  at  Kiibolane.  On  the  score  of  regularity  in  these 
duties,  the  subscribers  possess  every  necessary  control  over  him,  and  there  is  just  reason  to 
suppose  that  they  would  speedily  redress  any  complaint  of  inattention  made  by  the  poor. 

At  the  sagre  time  it  would  seem,  that  sufficient  care  is  not  taken  to  have  some  qualified 
person  always  at  hand  in  cases  requiring  immediate  assistance.  Medicine  is  never  dispensed 
but  by  the  medical  attendant  in  person. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  fixed  at  100/.  per  annum;  no  allowance  is  made  to  him  for  Payment, 
either  board  or  lodging,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  his  horse.  The  subscribers  have  it  in 
their  power  to  determine,  as  they  please,  the  amount  of  payment  to  tlie  medical  officer ; and 
even  if  they  should  raise  it  to  a sum  beyond  that  necessary  to  secure  a well-educated  officer, 
the  grand  jury  can  in  no  other  way  check  them  than  by  withholding  altogether  their 
^nual  grant.  It  is,  observe  the  witnesses,  quite  possible,  that  an  unprincipled  man  should 
combine  with  his  friends  to  raise  a dispensary,  with  the  sole  end  of  being  appointed  to  it, 
and  that  he  should  covenant  to  return  them  their  subscriptions  when  that  end  had  been 
obtained. 

Vacancies  in  tire  situation  of  medical  attendant  are  filled  up  by  the  subscribers,  and  Election, 
previous  to  the  election  it  is  customary  to  insert,  in  the  newspapers,  an  advertisement,  in 
order  to  insure  as  extensive  a competition  as  possible.  It  is  required  that  all  candidates 
shall  have  taken  his  degree  of  m.  d.  in  some  university,  but  the  witnesses  are  of  opinion 
tliat  some  pow'er  of  controlling  the  appointment  should  exist,  foreign  to  tlie  body  of  sub- 
scribers, who  become  qualified  to  vote  solely  in  right  of  their  annual  guinea.  At  tlie  last 
election  there  was  but  the  one  candidate,  altliough  there  was  no  limitation  as  to  age.  There 
is  no  obligation  to  apprise  the  grand  jury  of  an  intended  appointment,  nor  is  it  necessary 
that  they  should  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  successful  candidate’s  qualifications.  There 
are  not  many  individuals  of  wealth  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Freemount ; certainly  not 
sufficient  to  maintain  by  their  patronage  any  medical  man  independent  of  a public  situation ; 
the  consequence  is,  that  the  attendant  of  the  dispensary  is  the  sole  practitioner  in  the 
district,  ’niere  has  not  as  yet  occurred  any  death  among  the  medical  men,  who  have  been 
attached  to  the  dispensai-y  ; and  neither  retiring  allowances  nor  superannuations  enter  into  its 
design.  To  what  has  been  already  mentioned  of  the  readiness  of  the  committee  to  redress 
any  complaint  of  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  physician,  the  witnesses  now  add,  “ tliat 
no  officer  has  ever  been  retained  in  the  service  of  this  charity  after  it  had  been  leai-ned  that 
he  ceased  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  people.” 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  general  appearance  and  Pharmacy, 
condition  of  the  room  in  which  the  stock  of  medicine  was  kept.  They  found  a good  supply 
of  medicine,  of  excellent  quality  and  in  proper  preservation.  They  had,  how’ever,  to  remark, 

Aat  no  provision  had  been  made  of  morphia,  quinine,  or  of  other  more  delicate  remedies. 

They  were  informed  that  all  had  been  purchased  from  Messrs.  Harrington,  druggists,  of 
Cork,  and  that  the  cost  in  each  of  the  two  preceding  years  had  amounted  to  30  having 
been  but  22/.  in  tlie  year  previous  ; as  to  the  care  taken  of  them,  they  are  kept  under  lock, 
but  the  key  was  generally  left  in  the  hands  of  the  servant. 

From  the  remote  and  mountainous  nature  of  the  country  in  which  this  dispensary  is 
situated,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  adopt  the  practice  of  allowing  the  sale  of  its 
medicines  to  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  has  not,  however,  taken  place  to  py 
great  extent;  and  the  proceeds  have  always  been  brought  to  the  account  of  the  institution. 
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The  usual  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions  and  for  other  necessary  purposes  is  attached 
to  the  pharmacy ; but  there  are  no  surgical  instruments  whatsoever  provided,  neither  do  the 
funds  of  the  charity  enable  the  physician  to  make  use  of  leeches  in  his  practice  among  the 
poor.  It  is  part  of  his  duty  to  supply  vaccine  matter  gratuitously  as  far  as  he  is  able.  He 
states,  that  “ his  experience  leads  him  to  form  an  opinion  very  favourable  to  its  preventive 
efficacy,  or  at  least  to  its  powers  in  moderating  any  attack  of  small-pox  which  may  happen  to 
follow  it ; the  confidence  of  the  public  in  it  is  also  rather  on  the  increase  ; inoculation  with 
small-pox  he  is  decidedly  adverse  to,  although  the  rules  of  the  dispensary  do  not  expressly 
forbid  it.”  The  latter  disease  has  recently  prevailed  to  a great  extent  in  the  district,  and 
several  cases  of  it  have  terminated  fatally,  not  less  than  30  in  the  last  six  months. 

The  physician  keeps  a register  of  all  the  applications  for  relief  which  are  made  to  him  in 
connexion  with  the  charity ; in  it  are  particularized  the  nature  and  the  tei-mination  of  the 
disease  under  which  each  person  labours ; it  appeared  from  it  that  there  never  had  been 
occasion  to  refuse  relief  to  any  applicant ; and  that  at  the  time  of  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner’s visit,  about  22  individuals  were  under  treatment.  The  physician  stated,  that,  during 
the  previous  three  years,  he  had  perfonned  but  one  capital  operation,  which  turned  out  sue- 
cessffilly  ; in  the  same  period  he  had  attended  to  upwards  of  150  lying-in  women.  A copy 
of  the  register  is  annually  submitted  to  the  grand  jury. 

The  recommendation  of  a governor  alone  entitles  a poor  person  to  relief,  which  is  also 
extended  on  all  occasions  to  the  domestic  servants  of  subscribers.  These  latter  are  not  con- 
sidered to  he  improper  objects  of  gratuitous  relief;  formerly  it  is  stated,  that  the  medical 
attendant  was  expected  to  visit,  free  of  charge,  many  of  the  poorer  subscribers,  but  this 
practice  no  longer  exists.  It  has  been  mentioned  that  a recommendation  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  any  one  seeking  the  aid  of  this  charity,  but,  it  should  be  added,  that  as  but 
one  signature  to  it  is  required,  and  as  the  number  of  such  recommendations  which  each 
subscriber  can  issue  is  unlimited,  the  facility  of  obtaining  orders  is  abundantly  great,  and 
there  is  no  danger  of  any  one,  even  a stranger,  being  debarred  from  participating  in  its 
benefits. 

A majority  of  those  who  are  relieved  present  themselves  at  tlie  institution,  but  those  sick 
poor  who  may  be  unable  to  attend  there,  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings  by  the  medical 
officer,  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  times  in  the  day  when  their  cases  require  it;  he  is  also  liable 
to  be  called  on  in  the  night,  and  is  at  all  times  ready  to  afford  assistance  in  cases  of  ac- 
cident, although,  unfortunately,  the  dispensary  does  not  furnish  him  the  necessaiy  splints 
and  bandages.  ‘‘ Daily  attendance,”  the  physician  remarks,  “is  absolutely  necessary  in 
cases  of  acute  disorder,  and  can  only  be  dispensed  with  when  the  disease  is  of  a chronic 
character.”  The  only  prescriptions  made  up  are  those  of  the  physician,  who  is  liable  to  be 
called  on  in  cases  of  lying-in  women  whenever  they  are  recommended. 

The  midwives  by  whom  the  poor  are  usually  attended  are  represented  as  grossly  ignorant 
of  their  business,  and,  it  is  stated,  serious  injury  to  both  mother  and  child  is  tlie  frequent 
result  of  their  want  of  skill. 

The  funds  of  this  charity  do  not  admit  of  its  Supplying  the  sick  poor  with  any  thing  be- 
yond advice  and  medicine,  and  there  is  not  in  the  neighbourhood  any  society  to  afford  them 
wine  or  other  nourishment  which  is  so  much  required  at  the  period  of  convalescence. 

The  principal  direction  is  constituted  by  the  subscribers  who  are  about  40  in  number;  no 
one  who  derives  any  .salary  from  the  charity  is  to  be  found  amongst  them,  and  they  do  not, 
in  any  degree,  appear  to  have  delegated  their  duties  to  the  surgeon.  General  meetings  are 
appointed  to  take  place  once  every  year,  at  which  all  governors  are  alike  entitled  to  be  pre- 
sent, and  to  vote  ; and,  although  no  resolution  to  the  effect  exists,  yet  the  practice  is  to 
admit  those  who  do  not  attend  to  deliver  their  votes  by  proxy.  About  1 2 persons  usually 
attend  at  each  meeting,  but  any  smaller  number  would  be  deemed  sufficient  to  transact 
business,  which  is  nearly  limited  to  passing  the  accounts  previous  to  their  being  submitted 
to  the  inspection  of  the  grand  jury  ; of  any  other  proceedings  tliere  are  no  minutes  kept. 

A managing  committee  is  annually  appointed,  with  instructions  to  meet  quarterly  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  the  details  of  uie  institution.  Their  proceedings,  however,  are  not 
recorded.  There  is  neither  board  of  superintendence  nor  visiting  governor. 

The  election  of  the  treasurer,  the  only  non-medical  officer,  is  renewed  annually  by  the 
subscribers,  who  give  their  votes  openly — a mode  of  election  which  is  deemed  productive 
of  good  results — and  appear  to  be  quite  uninfluenced  by  religious  prejudices  in  their  choice; 
neither  has  there  been  any  remarkable  accession  to  the  number  of  electors,  at  such  a time 
as  to  show  any  tendency  to  control  the  appointment.  The  treasurer  does  not  receive  any 
salary,  and  the  security  demanded  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  not  required  from  him.  In 
no  instance  has  any  officer  connected  with  this  charity  been  superseded. 

Once  a year  a report  is  drawn  ■yi  of  the  affairs  of  the  establishment,  to  be  laid  before  the 
subscribers  and  the  grand  jury.  The  witnesses  speak  of  the  facility  with  which  the  gentry 
and  farmers,  together  with  the  clergy,  could  be  combined  in  the  formation  of  permanent 
boards  of  health,  and  they  suggest  that  a district  medical  institution  such  as  has  been  before 
alluded  to,  would  be  the  most  proper  place  for  the  transaction  of  their  business.  They  state 
that  in  this  neighbourhood  there  exists  a large  number  of  individuals  eveiy  way  qualified  to 
assist  in  a minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  should  ever  an  extension- of  the  dis- 
pensary system  of  relief  he  deemed  desirable. 

The  receipts  of  the  charity  under  the  head  of  subscriptions  have  not  exceeded  75Z.  during 
each  of  the  last  three  years,  some  part  of  which  sum  has  always  consisted  of  donations  of 
10  s.  received  from  individuals  of  the  poorer  classes.  From  a list  of  the  names  of  subscribers 
which  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  it  would  appear  that  the  existence  of 
the  institution  rests  on  tolerably  secure  grounds,  as  it  does  not  in  any  degree  depend  on  the 

large 
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Mvnstcr. 
County  Cork. 


large  subscriptions  of  a few  persons.  It  is  not,  however,  possessed  of  any  capital  stock  in  Dispensauies, 
houses  or  lands. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

The  principal  items  in  the  expenditure  of  the  dispensary  are  the  salary  of  the  Surgeon,  me- 
dicines, and  house  rent.  Taken  together,  they  do  not  exceed'120Z.  ayeav.  All  payments 
are  made  through  the  treasurer  after  the  bills  to  be  discharged  have  been  examined  by  the  Cti5Mk"liouey,''es'q!  ^ 
committee. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  half-yearly,  and  are  submitted  to  the  subscribers  and  to  the 
grand  jury  at  the  termination  of  the  year. 


W.P.  Bof rett,  esq.,  it.B. 


i'reemoWit 

Dispensary. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


The  Rev.  Wm.  L.  Beaufort,  Rector  of  the  parish. — Mr.  Lewis  Beaufort. — John  Cantillon,  • 
esq. — Mr.  Dennis  Cantillon. — Rev.  Dr.  Collins,  p.p. — Marshall  Cummins,  esq. — Captain 
Martin,  R.N. — John  Martin,  esq.— Thomas  Martin,  esij. — Mr.  Shaw;— and  the  Medical 
Attendant  oftthe  Institution, 


Glanmire 

Dispensary. 


The  Glanmire  dispensary  affords  relief  to  the  sick  poor  of  a population  of  nearly  six  thou-  and 

sand  souls.  The  district  extends  to  about  five  miles  towards  the  east,  but  not  more  than  of  Country, 

three  in  other  directions.  It  includes  four  entire  parishes,  namely,  Rathconry,  Caherby, 

Little  Island  and  Brooklodge,  together  with  the  greater  part  of  tlie  two  Templesurges  and 
Carrigtohill.  There  are  no  other  medical  charities  within  the  limits  of  the  distnct,  but  a dis- 
pensary has  been  established  at  Strand  road,  on  the  road  to  Cork,  distant  about  three  miles 
and  the  numerous  hospitals  of  the  city  of  Cork  are  not  above  four  miles  off.  With  respect 
to  the  sufficiency  of  this  and  of  the  other  charities  in  the  surrounding  country  for  their  pro- 
posed objects,  the  witnesses  were  of  opinion  that  they  were  too  few ; that  at  all  events  the 
assistance  of  a second  physician  would  be  most  desirable,  as  the  present  medical  attendant 
has  on  some  occasions  been  obliged  to  travel  thirty  miles  in  one  day,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
dispensary  duties.  It  is  thought  that  the  district  intrusted  to  a single  physician  should  no 
exceed  in  diameter  four  miles.  Extern  relief  has  never  been  refused  to  any  applicant, 
but  no  measures  are  provided  for  affording  intern  accommodation  to  patients,  a want  which 
fortunately  is  not  productive  of  the  inconvenience  which  might  be  expected,  in  consequence 
of  the  facilities  for  relief  afforded  by  the  medical  charities  in  the  city  of  Cork.  The  wit- 
nesses would,  however,  be  most  anxious  to  see  the  establishment  of  a small  hospital  con- 
tainmg  beds  for  a few  fever  patients,  and  for  persons  suffering  under  accidents,  wliich 
required  immediate  aid. 

The  medical  attendant  resides  in  a very  comfortable  house,  which  is  his  own  property,  and  Building,  Fuin'.liire 
for  the  use  of  which  he  is  allowed  twenty  guineas  a year.  The  dispensary  is  held  within  a and  Grounds, 
door  or  two  of  his  residence,  and  consists  merely  of  one  room  with  an  earthen  floor,  in 


which  the  patients  are  received  and  prescribed  for,  and  medicine  dispensed  to  them ; across 
a portion  of  the  room  near  the  window  a counter  has  been  placed,  behind  which  shelves  have 


been  erected  for  the  reception  of  medicines,  &c.  The  entire  place  was  neatly  kept  and  in 
good  order,  and  seemed  well  fitted  for_ifs  purpose. 

A gentleman,  45  years  of  age,  who  had  been  a surgeon  in  the  navy,  is  attached  to  Medical  Oflicer. 
the  dispensary  as  general  medical  attendant.  He  was  examined  by  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  was  educated  for  midwifery  at  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital. 

He  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  is  engaged  in  business  as  a private  practitioner.  Since 
the  period  of  his  election  to  the  situation,  (which  took  place  in  the  year  1818),  it  is  stated 
that  he  has  never  been  absent  from  Ills  post  for  a greater  space  of  time  than  3C  consecutive 
hours ; but  it  is  added,  that  were  occasion  to  arise  for  his  absence,  peiTnissiou  might  be 
obtained  through  an  application  to  the  committee,  who  at  all, times  possess  the  power  of 
controlling  or  checking  any  irregularity  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  their  medical  officer. 

To  the  committee  also,  the  poor  are  accustomed  to  address  any  complaints  which  they  may 
think  proper  to  prefer  respecting  his  conduct.  This  has  been  done  on  one  occasion,  through 
the  means  of  the  subscriber  who  had  reconimended  the  individual  seeking  redress,  lint  the 
accusation  proved  groundless,  on  investigation.  In  fact,  the  present  medical  attendant, 
as  well  as  his  predecessor,  appear  to  have  enjoyed  the  general  confidence  and  good  opinion 
of  the  poor.  The  surgeon  is  not  allowed  to  retain  any  assistant  or  pupil  to  act  as  his  substi- 
tute ; he  dispenses  and  administers  the  medicines  himself. 

dhe  salary  of  the  surgeon  is  80  guineas  per  annum,  in  addition  to  20  guineas  for  the  use 
of  his  house,  which  is  the  only  allowance  received  by  him.  He  is  paid  out  of  the  general  ■ 

fund  of  the  charity  arising  from  annual  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant.  The  amount  of 
remuneration  given  to  the  medical  officer  depends  entirely  on  the  discretion  of  the  committee, 
fhe  grand  jury  have  no  other  mode  of  regulating  their  jiroceedings  on  this  point  than  by  dimi- 
nishuig  or  withdrawing  their  annual  presentment,  and  should  the  latter  body  even  take  such 
a step,  they  have  not  ffie  power  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  the  act  of  which  they  had  expressed 
their  disapprobation. 

The  election  of  the  medical  officer  to  this  institution  is  intrusted  by  the  subscribers  to  the  Election, 
committee,  and  whenever  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  situation,  the  rule  is  to  give  notice  in  the 
newspape?s  of  the  intention  to  proceed  to  a new  election,  and  to  invite  candidates  to  come 
lorvvard.  At  the  last  election  there  were  10  candidates,  all  of  whom  were  required  to 
possess  testimonials  of  their  qualifications,  and  to  have  passed  the  age  of  30  years.  It  is 
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not  necessary  that  the  grand  j tiry  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  of  the 
successful  candidate,  and  the  witnesses  are  of  opinion  that  any  control  over  the  judgment 
of  the  present  electing  authority  is  riot  wanted.  The  neighbourhood  of  Glanmire  contains 
many  residents  of  independent  circumstances,  and  their  patronage  would  be  quite  sufficient 
to  maintain  a medical  man,  independent  of  a salary  derived  from  a,  dispensary.  But  it  is 
not  thought  that  any  one  would  gratuitously  undertake  the  duties  of  the  charity.  Neither 
retiring  allowances  nor  superannuations  are  granted,  and  tliere  has  not  been  any  mortality 
among  the  physicians  attached  to  the  establishment. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  much  order,  and  neatness  in  the  pom  wherein  the 
medicines  were  kept.  The  necessary  shelves  and  bottles  existed,  and  were  in  good  condition. 
Tlie  stock  of  medicine  on  hand  (which  included  quinine)  was  small,  but  this  was  explained 
in  stating  that  the  custom  was  to  replenish  the  supply  every  montli,  when  only  so  much  was 
procured  as  was  absolutely  necessary.  Messrs.  Harrington,  of  Cork,  are  druggists  to  the 
dispensary,  and  their  bills  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  had  amounted  to  about 
28 1.  They  had  been  discharged  % the  treasurer,  after  having  been  inspected  by  the  com- 
mittee. All  medical  articles,  including  tlie  ordinary  apparatus  for  forming  preparations,  remain 
under  the  care  of  the  medical  attendant.  Some  of  these  things  are  occasionally  boiTowed, 
but  it  is  stated  that  they  have  been  always  punctually  returned.  There  are  not  any  surgical 
instruments  belonging  to  the  dispensary;  when  they  are  required  the  surgeon  makes  use  of 
his  own.  Leeches  are  only  occasionally  applied.  The  physician  does  not  keep  any  medicine 
for  private  practice.  Vaccination  is  performed  on  all  those  who  apply  for  it.  The  medical 
attendant  is  disposed  to  think  highly  of  its  preventive  efficacy,  and  he  states  that  a general 
impression  exists  in  favour  of  it.  lie  adds  that  the  rules  of  the  dispensary  do  not  forbid 
the  inoculating  with  small-pox  matter,  but  that  he  is  averse  to  the  practice.  The  district 
has  been  tolerably  free  from  the  disease  of  late  ; but  one  case  is  mentioned  of  a woman  who 
took  it  for  the  second  time  from  a sucking  child.  She  was,  at  the  period  of  receiving  the  infec- 
tion, deeply  marked  with  the  scars  of  a previous  attack. 

A register,  full  in  every  particular  (except  as  regards  the  instances  in  which  relief  has  been 
refused,  of  which  no  mention  is  made)  has  been  kept  by  the  attending  physician  for  the  last 
16  years.  A copy  of  the  portion  relating  to  each  year  has  been  regularly  laid  before  the 
grand  jury  by  the  subscribers.  The  following  extract  will  show  the  manner  in  which  the 
register  is  kept,  together  \vith  the  extent  to  whi6h  aid  has  been  afforded  by  the  dispensary. 


Cured. 

Died. 

Ilelieved. 

Curable. 

Remaining. 

Vaccinated.  | 

Total. 

1831 

3,187 

82 

61 

27 

58 

193  ^ 

3,598 

1832 

1 3,114 

1 79 

47 

21 

62 

229 

3,552 

1833 

1 3,181 

54 

47 

17 

1 51 

193 

3,637 

During  the  period  included  in  the  above  extract,  the  surgeon  had  no  occasion  to  perform 
any  operations  of  importance ; but  he  has  been  called  on  in  nearly  100  cases  of  midwifery 


eacn  year. 

No  one  is  entitled  to  relief  from  this  institution  if  he  have  not  provided  himself  with  the 
recommendation  of  a subscriber.  This  condition  is,  however,  easily  complied  with,  as  the 
nunrber  of  such  orders  which  may  be  issued  is  unlimited,  and  a single  signature  is  considered 
sufficient  to  each.  The  witnesses  assert  the  extreme  improbability  of  even  a stranger  being 
unable  to  procure  one.  The  servants  of  subscribers  are  at  all  times  attended,  and  it  appears 
that  there  is  another  class  of  persons  who  receive  relief  from  the  charity,  who  would  com- 
monly be  deemed  of  a condition  beyond  that  in  which  gratuitous  assistance  should  he  sought. 
This  observation  refers  to  the  occupants  of  small  farms  and  to  small  tradesmen,  who,  by  a 
regulation  enacted  about  four  years  ago,  acquire,  by  subscribing  from  5 s.  to  10  s.,  the  privilege 
of  calling  for  the  attendance  of  the  physician  whenever  it  may  be  needed  by  themselves  or  any 
member  of  their  family.  Previously  to  the  date  just  mentioned,  individuals  of  this  condition 
would  have  been  relieved  without  any  contribution,  on  presenting  the  order  of  a subscriber. 

Every  day,  from  ten  to  half  past  eleven  o’clock,  the  sick  poor  are  seen  at  the  dispensary, 
and  the  medical  attendant  is  further  bound  to  visit,  at  their  own  dwellings,  all  patients  who 
may  be  unable  to  present  themselves  at  the  institution.  His  services  may  be  called  for  in 
this  manner  in  any  part  of  the  district,  and  he  states  himself,  that  if  necessary,  he  would  pay 
two  or  three  visits  in  the  24  hours,  and  also  at  night.  He  observes,  occasional  attendance, 
although  productive  of  some  benefit  in  cases  of  chronic  disorder,  is  positively  useless  where 
the  affection  partakes  of  an  acute'  chai-acter.  Provision  is  also  made  for  a supply  of  splints 
and  bandages  in  cases  of  accidents.  No  prescription  book  is  kept;  but  it  is  said  that  no 
other  prescriptions  are  compounded  than  those  of  the  attending  physician. 

No  kind  of  nourishment  is  afforded  to  the  sick  poor  from  this  or  any  other  charity  in  the 
district.  V 

The  general  management  of  the  institution,  in  -which  the  medical  officer,  not  being  a 
governor,  has  not  any  share,  is  vested  in  the  entire  body  of  subscribers,  who  amount  to  about 
75,  and  of  whom  a general  meeting  should  take  place  in  the  month  of  July,  anterior  to  the 
summer  assizes.  These  annual  meetings  are  attended  with  tolerable  regularity,  about  six  or 
seven  members  being  usually  present.  Votes  are  not  taken  by  proxy  ; but  business  may  be 
transacted  by  any  number  of  subscribers  that  attend.  The  witnesses  state  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  are  always  committed  to  writing  ; however,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were 
unable  to  obtain  sight  of  the  book  in  which  this  had.  been  done.  It  was  asserted,  in  expla- 
nation, 
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nation,  that  it  was  in  tlie  hands  of  the  treasurer,  who  had  gone  into  the  country  just  previous 
to  their  visit,  of  which  he  had  not  been  apprized. 

Tlie  appointment  of  a managing  committee  is  the  principal  business  of  the  annual  meeting. 
To  this  committee  is  left  the  entire  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  establishment ; however, 
the  members  have  no  fixed  periods  of  meeting,  assembling  only  when  specially  summoned, 
and  of  their  proceedings  the  Assistant  Commissioners  could  obtain  no  statement.  A board 
of  superintendence  also  exists,  appointed  by  the  grand  jury,  and.  the  institution  has  under- 
gone its  inspection  every  six  months  during  the  last  two  years.  There  have  not  been  any 
visiting  governors  selected. 

The  committee  appoint  a treasurer  and  a collector  ; the  latter  receives  an  allowance  of  3 d. 
in  the  pound  on  all  the  subscriptions  he  receives,  while  the  foimer  acts  without  any  remune- 
ration ; but  neither  gives  the  security  required  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  There  are 
some  written  rules  (which,  from  the  absence  of  the  proceeding  book,  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners did  not  see)  for  regulating  the  election  of  these  officers  ; they  have,  however,  been 
elected  but  once,  and  it  is  stated,  without  any  reference  to  their  religious  persuasions.  Both 
the  treasurer  and  collector  are  Protestants.  The  system  of  open  voting  is  the  one  adopted, 
and  the  gentlemen  present  at  the  examination  express  themselves  satisfied  with  the  appoint- 
ments which  have  hitherto  taken  place,  and  consider  that  the  creation  of  any  controlling 
authority  out  of  the  body  of  the  subscribers  would  be  quite  unnecessary.  There  has  never 
been  occasion  to  remove  or  suspend  any  officer  connected  with  the  charity. 

There  is  a servant  woman  who  receives  5 /.  a year  as  wages,  without  any  further  allowance 
for  either  lodging  or  board.  She  is  appointed  by  the  committee,  who  have  also  the  power 
to  discharge  her ; and  she  draws  her  payment  from  the  treasurer ; any  small  articles  that 
may  be  required  are  purchased  by  the  medical  attendant.  They  consist  chiefly  of  calico  for 
bandages,  brown  sugar,  paper,  &c.,  and  do  not  on  the  average  amount  to  more  than  5 1.  per 
annum. 

There  are  not  any  printed  rules,  but  the  witnesses  describe  themselves,  as  satisfied  wdth 
the  results  of  the  rew  which  exist.  They  do  not  propose  any  alterations  in  them,  although 
it  may  be  observed,  tirat  great  remissness  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  mairagement,  as  to  the 
regularity  of  their  meetings. 

It  is  stated  by  the  witnesses,  that  reports  were  made  each  year  to  the  grand  jury ; how- 
ever, the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  unable  to  procure  more  than  one  copy.  The 
opinion  of  the  witnesses  was  veiy  favourable  to  the  formation  of  district  boards  of  health. 
It  was  said,  gentry,  clergy  and  mrmers  would  willingly  co-operate  in  the  carrying  on  of  such 
institutions.  In  the  Glanmire  district  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  a number  of  intelligent  individuals,  every  way  qualified  to  assist  in  a minute  investigation 
of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  income  of  the  dispensaiy  is  derived  partly  from  subscriptions,  and  partly  from  the 
county.  There  is  no  very  great  disproportion  between  the  majority  of  contributions,  but 
still  the  existence  of  tlie  charity  is  very  precarious.  It  has  been  already  mentioned  that 
several  of  the  poorer  classes  were  to  be  found  among  the  subscribers,  but  from  the  absence 
of  the  treasurer  it  was  not  possible  to  learn  the  amount  to  which  they  contributed.  The 
dispensary  does  not  possess  any  fixed  property. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  officer  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  are  by  him  lodged 
in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer.  No  money  is  ever  left  in  the  hands  of  any  omer 
person. 

The  annual  expenses  amount  to  about  1 24 1.  The  disbursements  are  made  through  the 
medical  attendant  by  orders  on  the  bank,  drawn  in  his  own  name  by  the  treasurer,  to  whom 
alone  all  bills  due  are  submitted  for  examination. 

Once  a year  accounts  are  made  up,  and  copies  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  and  presented 
to  the  subscribers. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Beecher.— Mr.  Thomas  Bolster. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Kf.arnet,  r.c.c. — The  Rev. 

Dr.  Lombard,  Rector  of  the  parish  ; — and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

Tuts  dispensary  is  intended  for  a district,  the  most  distant  point  of  which  is  about  four 
miles  removed,  and  for  a population  of  upwards  of  8,000.  It  is  about  five  miles  and  a 
quarter  from  the  town  of  Mallow,  in  which  is  situate  the  county  hospital,  and  a fever  hos- 
pital ; — at  Ballyclough  about  five  miles  in  another  direction  is  a dispensary. 

There  is  no  other  medical  institution  within  the  bounds  of  the  district,  but  it  is  conceived 
ffiat  the  benefits  of  the  institution  might  be  extended  to  a radius  of  one  mile  greater  length. 
1 he  want  of  intern  accommodation  for  patients  is  frequently  felt,  but  no  patient  has  ever 
been  refused  the  advice  of  the  physician  and  medicine.  It  were  much  to  be  desired  that 
medical  districts  should  be  formed,  in  each  of  which  should  be  a dispensary,  and  that  to  a 
certain  number  of  such  districts,  varying  according  to  circumstances,  there  should  be 
attached  a common  fever  hospital. 

A small  cabin  is  apprimriated  to  this  institution,  containing,  besides  a waiting  room,  a very 
commodious  apartment  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines.  The  furniture,  consisting  of  a few 
chairs,  tables  and  forms,  is  in  a pretty  good  state  of  repair.  There  are  no  baths.  The  entire 
house  is  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  the  dispensary ; has  no  ground  attached  to  it,  and  is  held 
trom  year  to  year  at  an  annual  rent  of  42.;  no  inconvenience  is  felt  from  tliis  mode' of 
tenure,  though  it  would  be  more  desirable  that  it  were  the  property  of  the  county. 
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The  only  medical  officer  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  a mem- 
ber'of  the  London  College  of  Surgeons,  and  a licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hail,  Dublin. 
His  age  is  about  30.  He  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  in  1826,  at  wliich  period  he 
practised  his  profession  in  Mallow,  in  which  place,  about  five  miles,  and  a quarter  distant,  he 
continues  to  reside.  He  attends  gratuitously  the  fever  hospital  in  Mallow,  and  in  this  insti- 
tution acts  as  general  medical  attendant.  In  case  of  absence  he  provides  a substitute, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  committee,  but  no  bye-law  exists  upon  this  point.  The 
duty  never  has  been  done  by  proxy.  The  medical  attendant  received  his  education  in  mid- 
wifery in  Edinljurgh,  and  is  permitted  to  pursue  private  practice.  He  attends  at  the 
dispensary  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,-  and  if  in  any  manner  irregular,  would  be 
accountable  to  the  subscribers  at  large.  He  has  abundant  time  in  the  three  hours  during 
which  he  attends,  viz.  from  ten  till  one,  for  giving  the  requisite  care  to  all  the  poor  who  apply. 
He  dispenses  the  medicine  in  person,  and  has  no  assistant. 

The  medical  attendant  receives  a salary  of  80  Z.  per  annum,  without  any  allowances,  and 
is  the  only  paid  officer ; any  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  pay  too  large  a 
salary  to  the  medical  officer  would  be  effectually  checked  by  the  power  of  the  grand  jury  to 
stop  their  presentment,  but  should  any  medical  man  pay  the  subscriptiofls  of  any  number 
of  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  vote  in  his  interest,  it  is  thought  that  the 
grand  jury  would  not  be  able  to  control  him.. 

When  a vacancy  occurs  due  notice  is  given  in  the  newspapers ; each  candidate  must 
possess  a degree  from  some  university.  Tliere  is  no  restriction  as  to  age,  and  it  is  not  the 
practice  for  the  grand  jury  to  interfere  in  the  appointment.  There  were  only  two  candidates 
at  the  last  election,  at  which  those  only  were  entitled  to  vote  who  had  paid  up  their  subscrip- 
tion. The  only  medical  men  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  are  those  at  Mallow,  none  of 
whom  would  undertake  the  charge  of  this  dispensary  without  salary,  nor  are  there  residing 
in  the  immediate  district  such  a number  of  individuals  capable  of  paying  for  advice  as  would 
induce  a physician  to  settle  here  unconnected  with  the  dispensary.  No  retiring  allowances 
are  given.  The  present  medical  officer  possesses  the  general  confidence  of  the  poor ; but  in 
case  any  of  that  class  should  have  any  just  cause  of  complaint  against  him,  they  know  per- 
fectly well  that  they  would  find  redress  from  the  subscriber  who  recommended  them  and  it 
has  occurred,  that  they  have  not  hesitated  to  prefer  such  complaints,  which  have  met  with 
the  necessary  attention. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  appears  neat  in  every  particular.  The  more 
delicate  and  expensive  medicines  are  procured  when  requisite ; and  no  fault  can  be  found 
with  any,  either  as  to  quantity  or  quality.  The  father  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  an 
apothecary  in  Mallow,  supplies  the  medicines  at  wholesale  prices.  His  account  discharged 
by  the  treasurer  has  amounted  for  the  last  three  years  respectively  in  1831  to  24  Z.  1 1 s.  5 d. ; 
1832,  16  Z.  5 5.  11  cZ.;  1834,  15  Z.  15  s.  During  the  absence  of  the  medical  attendant  the 
medicines  are  under  the  charge  of  a servant  woman,  who  also  sees  that  every  thing  connected 
with  the  establishment  be  kept  in  a state  of  cleanliness.  The  physician  is  not  in  private 
practice  as  an  apothecaw,  nor  is  he  permitted  on  any  account  to  sell  the  medicine  belonging 
to  the  establishment,  fhere  is  a veiy  good  apparatus  for  preparing  infusions,  decoctions, 
&c.,  but  no  surgical  instruments  whatever  belonging  to  the  institution.  The  funds  would 
not  permit  the  extensive  use  of  leeches. ' The  rules  of  the  dispensary  do  not  prevent  inocu- 
lating with  small-pox,  but  it  has  never  been  done  by  the  physician,  on  the  contrary,  he  is 
always  ready  to  supply  vaccine  matter  gratuitously. 

There  is  a register  kept,  in  which  the  physician  enters  the  various  diseases  treated, 
together  with  their  terminations  on  the  days  on  which  each  patient  attends,  together  with 
the  names  of  those  persons  who,  from  their  known  ability  to  pay  for  advice,  have  been 
refused  gratuitous  assistance.  A copy  of  this  register  is  lodged  with  the  grand  jury ; at  the 
time  tliat  the  institution  was  visited  there  were  on  the  books  four  patients  who  were  attended 
at  their  own  homes,  and  about  twenty  who  sought  relief  at  the  dispensary.  In  consequence 
of  the  want  of  internal  accommodation,  there  nave  not  been  any  capital  operations.  About 
fifteen  midwifery  cases  have  required  attendance  during  the  last  three  years. 

A recommendation  from  a subscriber  always  entitles  the  bearer  to  relief,  but  it  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  these  accommodations  are  given  to  a class  of  persons  for  whom  such  insti- 
tutions are  not  in  general  supposed  to  be  established,  viz.  the  servants,  such  as  butlers, 
housekeepers,  &c.  of  subscribers.  These  persons,  and  many  others  in  comparatively  easy 
circumstances,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  participating  in  that  charity  which  should  only 
be  extended  to  the  destitute.  There  are  moreover  many  instances  where  subscriptions  have 
' been  paid  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  an  increased  demand  upon  the  charity,  and  where  the 
persons  paying  such  subscriptions  have  considered  themselves  entitled  to  gratuitous  attend- 
ance in  return.  The  subscribers  are  not  limited  in  the  number  of  their  recommendations, 
and  thus  it  never  occurs  that  any  person  really  deserving  of  relief  is  refused. 

Extern  patients  are  prescribed  for  at  the  dispensary.  Tlie  physician  never  refuses  to  visit 
at  their  own  homes  any  poor  person  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  parish  who  requires 
such  attention,  nor  even  to  repeat  his  visit  more  than  once  during  the  same  day  if  found  neces- 
sary. The  institution  is  not  provided  with  bandages,  splints,  &c.  to  meet  cases  of  accidents, 
but  assistance  is  always  readily  afforded  at  whatever  hour  ' it  may  be  demanded.  No  pre- 
scriptions but  those  of  the  attending  physician  are  permitted  to  be  made  at  the  dispensary. 
Lying-in  cases  are  attended  on  recommendation.  The  midwives  of  the  district  are  considered 
to  be  exceedingly  ignorant,  and  frequent  instances  occur  where  both  mother  and  child  suffer 
under  their  hands,  but  no  just  estimate  could  be  foimed  of  the  number  of  deaths  which  occur 
in  child-bed.  Patients  labouring  under  acute  diseases  are  visited  at  their  houses  as  often  as 

necessary, 
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necessary,  and  it  is  considered  that  occasional  attendance  would  be  time  thro'NTO  away,  except 
in  chronic  cases.  Vaccination  is  perfonned  gratuitously  at  the  institution,  and  also  at  the 
houses  of  subscribers.  The  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
preventive  efficacy  of  cow-pox,  and  has  never  met  with  an  instance  of  small-pox  succeeding 
it.  The  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the  public  confidence  in  it  is  on  the  increase,  and 
that  the  latter  disease  is  very  rarely  met  with  of  late  years. 

Wine  is  given  when  considered  necessary  by  the  medical  attendant. 

The  management  is  vested  in  about  24  subscribers,  from  whose  number  all  salaried  officers 
are  excluded,  as  also  from  all  material  influence  over  the  general  direction  of  the  establish' 
ment.  The  meetings  which  are  appointed  to  take  place  quarterly  are  very  irregularly  at- 
tended by  from  six  to  fifteen  governors,  who  are  all  entitled  to  attend  and  vote,  and  who  are 
further  permitted  to  vote  by  proxy.  Minutes  are  not  kept  of  their  proceedings. 

The  affairs  of  the  institution  are  further  subject  to  the  immediate  control  of  a managing 
committee,  who  rarely  meet,  and  of  whose  meetings  no  account  is  to  be  met  with ; a board 
of  superintendence,  appointed  by  the  grand  jury,  is  also  empowered  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  dispensary,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  possessed  of  sufficient  interest  to  any  of  the 
governing  body  as  to  induce  them  to  inspect  it  during  the  interval  of  the  meetings,  or  to 
inquire  into  its  working  amongst  the  poor. 

Officers,  not  medical,  are  not  paid ; theyare  all  annually  elected  at  the  meetmg  of  the  sub- 
scribers^t  lai-ge  by  open  voting,  a system  which  is  found  to  be  productive  of  good  results  ; 
it  has  never  occurred  that  a sjidden  accession  of  subscribers,  immediately  previous  to  the 
election,  has  ever  given  to  the  transaction  a character  of  unfairness.  The  treasurer  does  not 
give  the  security  requhed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  No  instance  has  ever  occurred  of  an 
officer  being  discharged. 

The  only  attendant  is  the  seivant-woman  before  alluded  to,  appointed  by  the  subscribers, 
who  have  the  power  of  discharging  her;  she  does  not  reside  in  the  house,  nor  has  she  per- 
quisites, but  receives  from  the  treasurer  3 1.  per  annum,  wages. 

The  rules  of  the  institution,  which  are  printed,  do  not  appear  in  any  way  to  interfere  with 
the  utility  of  the  institution,  and  consequently  no  alterations  therein  have  either  been  made 
or  suggested. 

A written  report  is  regularly^ furnished  to  the  grand  jury,  containing  an  account  of  the 
affairs  of  the  establishment.  There  are  a number  of  respectable  people  residing  in  this 
district  every  way  qualified  to  form  a board  of  health.  The  gentlemen  present  were  anxious 
for  its  formation,  and  from  the  charitable  disposition  of  some  individuals,  who,  at  present, 
give  the  physician  the  means  of  distributing  their  gifts  of  flannel,  food,  &c.,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  its  beneficial  effects  on  the  state  of  the  poor  inhabitants. 

The  institution  is  entirely  dependent  for  its  support  on  the  annual  subscriptions,  for  as  the 
sum  given  by  the  grand  jury  is  dependent  on  them,  if  the  former  were  to  fail,  the  institution 
must  necessarily  cease.  Few  of  the  poorer  classes  are  to  be  found  on  the  list  of  subscribers, 
the  amount  of  whose  respective  subscriptions  is  pretty  nearly  equal.  But  some  individuals 
who  subscribe  only  10s.  6 d a year,  secure  to  themselves  and  all  their  family  every  requisite 
medical  assistance  and  medicine,  although  in  circumstances  to  pay  for  both. 

The  treasurer  collects  these  annual  funds,  in  whose  hands  they  lie  until  required  for  use. 
The  amount  which  he  received  from  subscribers  was  in 


£.  s.  d. 


1831  - - 54  10  6 

1832  - - ...  56  17  _ 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - - 59  8- 


The  receipts  and  expenditure,  on  account  of  this  charity,  may  be  stated  thus — 


Subscriptions 
County  Grant 


Balance 


Subscriptions 
County  Grant  - 


Balance 


---1831,— 

£.  5. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

• 54  10 

6 

Expenditure  - - - 

139 

6 

2i 

- 54  10 

/ 

/ 

109  1 

- 

/ 

- 30  5 

/ 

139  6 

2^ 

£■  139 

6 

_ 

-18 

3 2.— 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

//. 

60  17 

- 

Balance  last  Account 

30 

2 A 

56  17 

- , 

Expenditure 

- 128 

18 

-i 

113  14 

- 

- 45  9 

3 

£.  159  3 

3 

£■  r'59 

3 

3 
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Dispexsartes. 

Munster- 
County  Cork. 

Exaininalions  taken  by- 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

W.  I’.Burrctt,  esq.,M.D. 

Glauntane 

Dispensary. 


Accounts. 


Glcmille 

Dispensary. 


Inniscarra 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  &c. 


Medical  Officer. 


Payment, 

Election. 


— 18  33. — 

£. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Subscriptions  - 

59 

8 - 

Balance  - 

- 

45 

9 

3 

County  Grant  - 

59 

8 - 

Expenditure 

• 

71 

2 

Ah 

ii6 

11 

7h 

Balance 

■ 

4 

Ah 

£ ii8 

i6  — 

£.  1 18 

i6 

Balance  in 

hand  - 

£.2  4 4i 

AH  bills  are  examined  by  the  treasurer,  previous  to  paying  them. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  half-yearly,  laid  before  the  body  of  the  subscribers  at  large,  and 
a copy  lodged  with  the  grand  jury. 


The  Glenville  Dispensary  is  situated  about  nine  miles  from  Fermoy,  in  which  town  its 
medical  attendant  resides  ; there  are  two  other  medical  charities  of  a similar  nature  in  its 
immediate  neighbourhood ; viz.,  Watergrasshill  and  Ratlicormac,  the  latter  establishment 
being  on  the  line  of  road  which  the  Glenville  physician  must  pass  on  his  way  to  the  place 
of  his  duties ; under  these  circumstances  the  Assistant  Commissioners  felt  it  would  be 
quite  superfluous  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  institution  whose  name  is  prefixed,  being 
convinced  that  it  could  not  possibly,  on  account  of  its  remoteness  from  the  residence  of  its 
medical  attendant,  be  of  that  service  to  its  district  which  ought  to  be  expected  from  it. 
As  to  the  physician  himself,  he  is  a gentleman  of  the  highest  attainments,  and  is  one  of  the 
medical  attendants  of  the  Fermoy  Fever  Hospital ; it  may  be  confidently  added,  that  the 
two  dispensaries,  which  have  been  above  mentioned  as  situated  in  the  proximity,  are  amply 
adequate  to  afford  all  the  assistance  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  entire  district  can 
require. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  James  Gollock,  Curate. — The  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  could  not  be  stated, 
but  both  the  witnesses  were  of  opinion,  that  although  it  be  the  only  institution  of  the  kind 
in  the  district,  yet  it  was  abundantly  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  poor,  who  have  to  look 
to  it  for  relief ; they  state  that  it  is  advantageously  situated  very  nearly  in  the  centre  of  its 
sphere  of  action,  some  parts  of  which  are  distant  nearly  seven  miles.  There  are  dispensaries 
at  Blarney  and  at  The  Ovens,  each  about  four  miles  off.  The  want  of  intern  accommodation 
s sometimes  severely  felt,  and  the  attachment  of  a small  hospital,  with  a few  beds,  to  a cer- 
tain number  of  dispensary  districts,  none  of  which,  it  was  suggested,  should  be  of  a greater 
diameter  than  five  miles,  would  be  considered  as  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  poor. 

The  dispensary  is  situated  at  the  rere  of  the  residence  of  the  medical  attendant.  It  is 
commodious,  and  is  neatly  kept,  as  is  also  a reception  room  for  patients  while  waiting  for 
advice.  The  house,  which  is  the  property  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  is  held  from  him  by  the 
year,  at  a rent  of  bl.  os. 

The  medical  officer  is  a gentleman  of  29  years  of  age  ; he  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  London,  where  he  received  ’his  education  in  midwifery  ; he  was  appointed  as 
general  medical  attendant  of  this  dispensary,  at  a meeting  of  subscribers,  in  the  year  1828, 
immediately  after  having  completed  his  studies.  Residing  on  the  spot,  and  having  no  other 
duties  to  attend  to,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  seeing  the  poor  every  morning  before  ten  o’clock,  in 
addition  to  the  days  of  public  attendance  in  each  week,  which  are  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays.  During  his  own  occasional  absence  his  apprentice  always  remains  at  home, 
and  should  illness  oblige  him  to  relinquish  his  duties  for  awhile,  he  states  that  a medical  friend, 
with  a regular  degree,  would  attend  at  the  dispensary  for  him,  and  visit  any  case  requiring 
such  attention.  He  is  permitted  to  engage  in  private  practice.  If  he  were  to  any  extent 
irregular  in  his  attendance,  a complaint  duly  laid  by  a subscriber  before  the  committee  would 
meet  with  every  attention.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  have  to  remark,  that  although  they 
would  ever  have  the  ears  of  the  subscribers  oj^en  to  the  complaints  of  the  poor,  they  cannot 
but  deprecate  the  practice  which  obtains  here,  of  preferring  such  complaints  upon  the 
slightest  pretence,  and  without  instituting  any  previous  inquiry. 

The  surgeon  receives  68 1.  a year,  and  except  the  five  guineas  which  is  paid  for  the  dispen- 
sary house  in  which  he  resides,  lias  no  further  emolument. 

Public  notice  was  given  in  two  of  the  Cork  papers  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy. 
Three  candidates  presented  themselves,  who  were  required  to  produce  a degree  either  ia 
mediciiieer  surgery.  The  persons  resident  in  this  neighbourhood,  capable  of  paying  forraedical 
advice,  are  very  few,  and  by  no  means  sufficient  to  induce  a physician  to  settle  here  who 
would  be  willing  to  give  his  unpaid  exertions  to  the  charity. 
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The  phamiacy  here  is  well  arranged  and  well  kept;  tlie  stock  of  medicines  is  ample,  and  Disi-ensaries. 

the  dioigs  themselves,  which  include  quinine  and  some  other  of  the  more  expensive  prepara-  

tions,  are  of  a very  good  description ; they  are  usually  purchased  from  Gosnell  & Co.,  of  Mumtcr. 
Cork,  druggists,  who  subscribe  to  the  funds  of  the  institution.  The  annual  expense,  during  County  Cork. 

the  last  three  years,  has  been  about  40 1.,  and  the  articles  are  paid  .for  by  the  treasurer,  and  ,,  . 

constantly  kept  under  lock  and  key.'  It  is  not  permitted  to  sell  any  of  them  on  any  pretext;  c^srcrRone%‘“ia" 
cases,  how'ever,  have_  occurred  requiring  immediate  assistance,  where  they  have  been  made  w.P.Borrgti;esq.,M.i,. 

use  of  for  private  patients ; but  they  have  been  replaced  as  soon  as  possible.  Tire  dispensarj'^  

possesses  no  surgical  instruments,  and  leeches  are  very  seldom  resorted  to  in  its  practice.  Innhcarra 

Vaccination  is  performed  gratuitously,  with  matter  procuied,  when  necessary,  from  Cork.  Dispensary. 

There  is  no  rule  against  inoculation  with  small-pox  •;  but  the  medical  attendant  states  that  he  

is  averse  to  the  practice.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  either  by  the  last  named  witness  or  Pharmacy, 
by  his  apprentice. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  officer  of  all  those  who  apply  for  relief,  distinguishing  Patients’  Reois- 
the  nature  of  the  illness  under  which  each  applicant  suffers.  The  following  abstract  shows  tration  * 
thenumberwho  obtamed  medical  assistance  during  each  of  the  last  three  years: — 


1831 

1832 

1833 


1,800 

1,186 

2,410 


At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  about  20  were  in  the  course  of 
cure  at  the  institution,  on  public  days,  and  about  five  were  receiving  attendance  at  their  own 
dwellings.  Three  operations  for  strangulated  hernia  had  been  performed  during  the  last 
tliree  years,  two  of  udiich  were  successful,  as  well  as  an  amputation  of  the  fingers.  It  is 
stated,  that  on  an  average  about  40  midwifery  cases  are  attended  annually. 

A recommendation,  with  the  signature  of  a single  subscriber,  which  there  is  not  much  Who  entitled  to 
difficulty  m procui-ing,  as  the  number  of  such  recommendations  is  not  limited,  entitles  the  Relief, 
bearer  to  the  aid  of  the  dispensary,  which  is  also  extended  to  the  servants  of  subscribers. 

There  is,  how-eyer,  a class  of  persons  whose  means  should  place  them  above  applying  to  a 
chanty  for  relief,  viz.  a few  farmers  of  independent  circumstances,  who  on  payment  of  1 0 6 d 

per  annum,  are  not  only  attended  to,  they  and  their  families,  but  also  the  families  of  their 
tenants.  This  is  felt  to  be  a great  abuse. 

Extern  patients  are  prescribed  for  at  the  institution,  and  when  their  cases  require  it,  they  i?  . p <-•  t 
are  visited  at  their  own  houses  any  where  %vithin  the  district,  and  as  often  as  may  be  neces- 
sary,  and  also  at  night,  should  the  circumstances  of  their  disorder  be  urgent.  The  establish- 
ment possesses  none  of  the  splints  or  bandages  which  are  necessary  for  the  treatment  of 
fracture  or  other  serious  injuries.  Lying-in  women  are  attended  when  their  cases  present 
any  unusual  difficulty  but  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  the  midwives  of 
the  district  may  be  depended  upon,  and  that  they  are  generally  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
the  business  they  undertake.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  vaccination  is  practised  here  ; 

It  only  remains  to  add,  that  the  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant  is  veiy  favourable  as  to  its 
protecting  influence  against  small-pox,  which  has  been  of  rare  occurrence  here,  and  that  the 
public  are  gradually  coming  round  to  the  same  w'ay  of  thinking. 

Unfortunately  there  are  not  any  charitable  institutions  in  this  neighbourhood  to  second  Nourishment, 
the  medical  treatment  of  the  physician,  by  the  supply  to  the  sick  of  nutritious  diet  or 
of  clothing. 


The  general  management  of  this  charity  is  quite  free  from  the  interference  of  the  surgeon,  General  Mana"e- 
who  IS  the  only  salaried  officer.  Seven  or  eight  governors  generally  attend  the  gcfnera’l  ment.  ' ' * 

meeting  of  the  subscribers,  which  takes  place  annually ; those  w’ho  do  not  attend  are  per- 
mitted to  vote  by  proxy,  and  minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings. 

A managiijg  committee  has  been  appointed,  but  its  members  have  never  assembled  ; this  is  Managing 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  because,  although  a board  of  superintendence  exists,  deriving  its  Committee, 
authority  from  the  grand  jury,  no  individual  governor  takes  sufficient  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  establishment  to  induce  him  to  give  a personal  attention  to  them. 

The  only  officer  besides  the  medical  attendant  is  the  Curate  of  the  parish,  who  dischai-ges  Officeis  not 
the  duties  of  secretary  and  treasurer  without  receiving  any  remuneration  ; but  neither  is  he  medical 
required  to  give  any  security.  He  is  annualfy  elected  by  tlie  subscribers  at  large,  who  give  ‘ 

their  votes  openly,  a system  which  has  been  found  to  answer  well,  aud  it  is  not  thought  tliat 
any  religious  belief  would  operate  against  a candidate  for  this  office.  Although  no  sudden 
accession  of  subscribers  immediately  before  the  election  eives  rise  to  a suspicion'  of  combina- 
tion, yet  It  would  certainly  be  desirable  that  some  superior  authority  should  have  a veto  on  the 
appointment  of  all  officers.  No  instance  has,  however,  occurred  where  it  has  been  judged 
necessary  to  remove  any  of  them. 

The  rules,  of  which  the  Assistant  Commissioners  obtained  a copy,  were  not  considered  by  Rules, 
the  witnesses  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  utility  of  the  institution. 

A wiitt«i  report  is  made  to  the  grand  jury  every  half  year,  detailing  the  affairs  of  the  Reports. 

Chanty.  The  suggestion  of  the  formation  of  a permanent  board  of  health,  to  consist  of  the 
clergy  medical  men  and  middling  farmers  of  the  district,  was  approved  of,'  and  it  was  stated 
that  there  was  quite  a sufficient  number  of  such  persons  in  the  parish,  both  qualified  and 
^ ing,  to  enter  into  any  plan  having  for  its  object  the  becoming  acquainted  with  and  relievino' 
the  wants  of  the  poor.  ° 


The 
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Tlie  receipts  consist  solely  of  annual  subscriptions  and  of  the  grand  jury  gl-ant.  The  amount 
of  each,  for  the  last  three  years,  was  as  follows  : — 


Subscriptions 

Presentment 


1831.  I 

1832.  j 

1833. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

67  4 6 

61  - - 

1 58  2 6 

- 

66  - - 

61  - - 

1 58  3 - 

£. 

133  4 6 

122  - - 

j 116  5 6 

The* existence  of  the  institutioh-mainly  depends  on  the  continuance  of  the  subscriptions  of 
two  individuals  of  wealth,  one  of  whom  annually  contributes  to  the  amount  of  14/.  14s.,  and 
the  other  10 /.  If  these  sums  were  to  be  withheld,  the  charity  would,  of  necessity,  fall  to  the 
ground.  It  is  one  of  the  abuses  of  this  dispensary,  that  the  small  subscriptions  of  those  who 
are  desio-nated  as  farmers  are  in  truth  notliing  but  a contract  price  paid  for  an  unlimited 
amount  °of  attendance,  and  medicine  given  to  themselves  and  families.  The  charity  has  no 
fixed  property  of  any  kind. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  alone  they  remain. 

Accounts  are  made  up  every  half-year,  and  copies  of  them  are  laid  before  the  grand  jury, 
and  presented  to  the  body  of  subscribers. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination.  * 

The, Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  is  supposed  to  amount  to  very  nearly 
fifteen  thousand,  none  of  whom  live  at  a greater  distance  than  five  miles,  and  though  the 
Bandon  dispensary  is  not  more  than  three  miles  distant,  the  witnesses  concurred  in  saying, 
that  the  medical  relief  afforded  was  not  sufficient ; tliey  conceived  that  a dispensary  district 
should  not  extend,  on  any  account,  to  more  than  five  miles,  and  that  hospital  accommodation 
(of  which  they  at  present  much  feel  the  want)  should  be  provided,  if  not  for  every  such  district, 
at  least  for  every  three  or  four  contiguous  ones ; external  relief,  however,  consisting  of 
advice  and  medicine,  has  never  been  refused. 

A small  detached  stable,  in  a lane  off  the  main  street  of  the  town,  is  the  locality  where 
this  charity  is  carried  on,  and  is  so  miserably  defective  in  every  particular  as  to  offer  no 
details  for  description ; it  is  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  it  possesses  neither  baths  nor 
grounds. 

There  is  but  one  medical  attendant,  a gentleman  aged  35,  of  this  charity;  he  obtained  his 
license  to  practise  in  Dublin,  and  also  studied  midwifery  in  London ; he  was  appointed  to 
his  present  situation  as  physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecaiy,  in  tlie  year  1823, 
by  the  subscribers  at  large,  and  is  not  connected  with  any  other  public  establishment; 
previous  to  his  election  he  practised  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  is  still  allowed  to  have 
private  patients ; he  is  bound  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  on  three  days  in  the  week,  and  if 
unable  to  attend  he  would,  under  the  sanction  of  the  committee,  be  permitted  to  provide  a 
substitute ; if  he  were  irregular  in  his  attendance  the  committee  would  be  fully  able  to  bring 
him  to  account;  there  is,  however,  no  person  capable  of  filling  his  place  during  his  un- 
avoidable daily  absence,  and  although  he  generally  dispenses  the  medicine  in  person,  it  was 
admitted  that  he  has  on  some  occasions  delegated  his  duty  to  an  old  man,  altogether  unedu- 
cated and  unfit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  task. 

The  attending  physician  is  the  only  paid  officer,  and  in  addition  to  his  salary,  which  he 
draws  from  the  general  funds  of  the  institution,  he  is  allowed  10/.  a year  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  a horse ; should  the  committee  feel  inclined  to  pay  him  a higher  salary  than  that 
which  he  at  present  receives,  or  to  increase  it  to  an  unjustifiable  amount,  the  grand  jury  have 
it  in  their-  power  to  check  such  a proceedmg,  by  withholding  their  fiat  to  the  annual  grant; 
but  no  guarantee  is  known  to  exist  likely  to  prevent  the  combination  of  a medical  man  with 
others  to  form  an  institution  of  this  kind  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  appointment  in  a 
district  possessing  perhaps  already  sufficient  sources  of  assistance  to  the  poor. 

The  power  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officer  is  strictly  limited  to  subscribers  of 
1 /.  Is.  annually.  When  a vacancy  occurs,  though  the  grand  jury  be  not  officially  infonned 
of  the  circumstance, .sufficient  public  notice  is  given  of  it  by  advertisement  in  the  news- 
papers. On  the  last  occasion  of  the  kind  there  were  seven  candidates,  who  without  any 
limitation  as  to  age,  were  expected  all  to  he  in  possession  of  a degree  from  some  university. 
There  are  not  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Innishannou  a sufficient  number  of  per- 
sons capable  of  paying  for  medical  advice  to  support  a medical  man  -independent  of  the 
emolument  derived  from  the  dispensary,  and  there  is  not  any  professional  person  who  would 
attend  gratuitously  to  that  charity ; no  retiring  allowances  would  be  made,  and  there  has  not 
been  any  mortality  among  the  medical  attendants  who  have  been  attached  to  the  institution. 
Should  the  physician  treat  any  of  the  patients  with  harshness  or  neglect,  there  exists  in  the 
committee  a tribunal  where  they  could  with  facility  obtain  redress,  and  to  which  it  is  stated 
that  they  have  shown  no  disinclination  to  appeal.  No  physician  would  here  long  be  retained 
against  the  known  feelings  of  the  poor. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  in  a state  very  much  the  reverse  of  neatness; 
however  the  medicines  (which  are  procured  from  the  Messrs.  Harrington  of  Cork)  appear  to 
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be  tolerable  both  in  quantity  and  quality ; there  was,  however,  no  supply  of  quinine, 
morphia  or  of  any  other  of  the  more  delicate  prepai’ations ; the  medicines  are  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer,  and  are  left  in  the  care  of  the  old  man'  mentioned  above ; under  certain 
restrictions,  it  is  permitted  occasionally  to  make  sale  of  them,  but  they  are,  at  the  same 
time,  quite  distinct  from  those  which  the  attending  physician  keeps  for  his  private  patients. 
l.eeches  are  never-  made  use  of  in  the  practice  of  this  dispensary ; inoculation  with  small- 
pock  virus  is  forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  institution,  which  supplies  vaccine, matter  gra- 
tuitously to  all  applying  for  it. 

' A register  is  very  carefully  kept  of  all  cases  by  the  medical  attendant ; a copy  of  it 
is  annually  lodged  with  the  grand  jury.  Dumig  the  three  years  jDrevious  to  the  visit  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,' there  had  not  been  any  operations  of  importance  performed,  and 
during  that  period  no  application  for  assistance  had  been  refused. 

The  recommendation  of  a single  subscriber  entitles  the  bearer  to  relief ; . and  though  the 
number  of  tickets  is  limited,  the  benefits  of  the  charity  are  not  pi-actically  restricted,  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  the  greatest  facility  in  procuring  the  necessary  order.  T'he  printed  rules  of 
the  charity  require  that  the  sei-vants  of  the  subscribers  shall  be  considered  as  fit  objects  for 
relief.  But  the  number  of  - other  persons  not  in  circumstances  requiring  gratuitous  aid,  and 
who,  nevertheless,  formerly  persisted  in  endeavours  to  obtain  it,  was  so  great,  that  about 
five  years  ago  the  committee  deemed  it  advisable  to  pass  a resolution  defining  for  whom  the 
dispensary  was  intended. 

Extern  patients  are  relieved  at  the  institution  on  the  days  above  indicated.  If  the  nature 
of  their  ailment  require  it,  they  would,  it  is  stated,  be  •visited  at  their  dwellings  as  often  as  might 
be  necessary, 'even  during  the  night.  The  medical  attendant  observes,  that  “ in  acute  disorders 
it  becomes  absolutely.necessary  that  the  patient  should  be  seen  at  least  once  a day;  occa- 
sional attendance  would  be  productive  of  little  benefit,  and  is  only  of  use  when  the  disease 
partakes  of  a slow  or  chronic  nature.”  No  means  of  assistance  are  possessed  by  the  establish- 
ment for  the  effectual  treatmeiit  of  fractures  and  other  accidents  by  sphnts  and  bandages. 
Lying-in  women  are  only  attended  when  their  cases  present  any  feature  of  unusual  difficulty. 
Unfortunately,  the  midwives  in  whose  hands  they  usually  place  themselves,  are  in  every  way 
ignorant  of  what  they  undertake,  and  cause  much  mischief  by  their  incapacity.  A prescrip- 
tion book  is  not  kept,  but  it  was  stated  that  no  other  prescriptions  are  ever  compounded  but 
those  given  by  the  attending  physician.  Vaccination  is  frequently  performed  here,  and  the 
physician  has  found  it  productive  of  the  best  effects  as  preventive  of  the  small-pox.  The 
public  confidence  in  its  efficacy  is  very  manifestly  on  the  increase,  and  the  disease  which  it 
is  intended  to  guard  against  has  been  a rare  visitant  of  late  years. 

There  is  no  institution  in  this  district  capable  of  affording  any  relief  in  either  food  or 
clothing  to  the  sick  poor.  The  want  of  such  a charity  is  severely  felt ; many  instances  occur 
where  the  physician  fails'  in  his  efforts,  because  he  cannot  accompany  his  treatment  by  whole- 
some food  and  w-arra  clothing.  It  is  suggested  that  much  good  might  be  done  if  articles  of 
the  latter  kind  "vi’ere  distributed  during  the  period  of  sickness  and  convalescence. 

The  principal  direction  resides  with  the  body  of  subscribers,  who  meet  annually  to  the 
number  of  about  ]3.  Minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings,  and  only  those  who  may  be 
present  are  entitled  to  vote.  The  surgeon  has  never  been  allowed  to  take  any  share  in  the 
meetings  of  the  governors,  but  the  general  management  has  been  much  under  his  direction. 

There  is  in  addition  a managing  committee,  which  meets  usually  every  six  weeks,  and 
keeps  an  account  of  their  own  proceedings.  A board  of  superintendence  is  appointed  by  the 
grand  jury,  and  checks  the  arrangements  of  both.  There  are  not  any  acting  visiting 
governors. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  gentleman  who  discharges  the  duties  of  both  secretary 
and  treasurer.  He  acts  without  any  remuneration,  and  has  never  beeir  called  on  to  give  the 
security  which  is  required  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  He  vacates  his  office  at  the  termina- 
tion of  each  year,  but  is  re-elected  by  a system  of  open  voting.  It  is  stated  that  religious 
prejudices  are  not  allowed  to  interfere  in  the  appointment. 

The  old  man,  to  whose  care  it  had  been  mentioned  that  the  medicines  are  intrusted,  is  the 
only  attendant.  He  is  provided  with  lodging  at  the  institution,  and  receives  10/.  per 
annum  from  the  treasurer. 

iMedicine  being  the  only  ailicle  under  the  head  of  stores,  and  this  being  purchased  without 
contract  from  Messrs.  Hai-rington,itis  apparent  that  no  person  connected  \vith  the  institution 
is  interested  in  any  of  its  supplies. 

The  very  limited  scale  on  which  the  charity  is  can-ied  on  is  in  no  way  injuriously  affected 
by  its  printed  rules,  of  which  a copy  was  submitted  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

Reports  are  made  at  fixed  periods, to  the  grand  jury,  but  they  are  not  usually  printed. 
Amongst  the  genti-y,  medical  men  and  middling  farmers  of  this  neighbourhood,  there  are 
many  persons  quite  qualified  to  form  an  efficient  board  of  health,  and  w'ho  would  most 
cheerfully  attend  to  any  system  which  might  be  introduced  for  the  more  effectual  relief  of 
the^'wants  of  the  poor. 

This  institution  is  mainly  dependent  on  the  continuance  of  its  present  number  of  supporters. 
It  would  certainly  cease  to  exist  -were  the  subscriptions  materially  to  fall  offj  as  there  is  no 
principal  subscriber  on  whose  bounty  it  could  calculate.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  sub- 
scribe, but  the  rules  show  that  the  families  of  one  class  of  contributors  are  privileged  to 
draw  very  decided  advantages  from  the  institution.  It  possesses  no  capital  stock  nor  any 
•fixed  property,  either  in  houses  or  lands. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  lie  in  his  hands  until  wanted.  No  money  is 
ever  placed  in  the  hands  of  any  other  person. 
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Bills  are  examined  by  the  committee  previous  to  payment,  and  on  their  order  are  dischai-ged 
by  the  treasurer. 

Accounts  are  annually  made  and  audited,  and  copies  laid  before  the  grand  jury  and  before 
the  full  body  of  subscribers. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Rev.  Mr.  Orpsn.— Rev.  Mr.  Ry.an,  p.p. — James  Sherry,  esq. — The  Medical  Attendant  and  the 
A.pothecary. 

The  Kanturk  disjjensary  is  judiciously  situated,  with  reference  to  the  convenience  of  all 
portions  of  its  attached  district,  whidr  extends  about  five  miles  in  most  directions,  and 
includes  a population  of  nearly  7,000  souls.  The  witnesses  are  of  opinion,  that  the  sphere 
of  a dispensary  should  never  exceed  a radius  of  five  miles.  They  observe,  that  relief  has 
never  been  refused  to  any  applicant  at  the  Kanturk  dispensaiy,  at  least  not  from  want  of 
me^s,  and  that  the  couhtiy  surrounding  the  town  is  well  supplied  with  sources  of  medical 
assistance,  there  being  three  dispensaries  within  a distance  of  six  miles  from  it,  one  at 
Newmarket,  four  ruiles,  Freemount,  six  miles,  and  Ballyclough,  four  miles.  The  want  of 
intern  accommodation  is,  however,  frequently  and  severely  felt ; and  it  is  suggested  that  the 
inconvenience  might  be  remedied  by  forming  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  a dispensary 
could  be  attached,  while  to  a greater  or  less  number  of  these,  according  to  local  circum- 
stances, a small  hospital  could  be  added,  capable  of  receiving  accidents  aud  fevers  at  all 
times,  and  also  provided  with  a few  beds  for  the  treatment  of  surgical  diseases. 

A house  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  the  dispensary  is  in  progress  of  erection ; at 
present,  the  business  is  carried  on  in  the  market-house  of  the  town,  for  the  use  of  which 
a rent  of  ll.  7 s.  per  annum  is  paid.  There  is  no  apparatus  for  administering  baths.  It 
would  be  productive  of  much  good,  if  the  building  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the 
present  charity  were  in  all  cases  the  property  of  the  country. 

The  medical  attendant  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  is 
also  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London.  In  his  present  situation,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  the  yearl832,  at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  he  discharges 
the  duties  of  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur,  and  is  obliged  to  attend  at  the  dispensary 
on  three  days  m each  week.  He  is  about  29  years  of  age;  he  holds  no  other  appointment, 
and  resides  close  to  the  institution,  previous  to  his  connexion  with  which,  lie  had  been 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  his  studies  in  Dublin,  London,  Paris  and  Edinburgh,  in  the 
latter  of  which  cities  he  received  his  education  in  midwife^.  He  is  at  all  times  permitted 
to  acquire  private  practice,  but  any  inconvenience  which  might  otherwise  arise  from  his  occa- 
sional absence  is  provided  against,  having  it  in  his  power  to  delegate  his  duties  to  the 
apothecary.  In  case,  however,  of  a protracted  absence,  it  is  stated,  that  a fully  qualified 
practitioner  would,  under  the  sanction  of  the  committee,  be  procured  to  act  in  his  place. 

The  apothecary,  who  has  been  just  mentioned,  is  attached  to  the  charity  for  the  purpose 
of  compounding  the  medicines  prescribed  by  the  attending  physician ; his  days  of  attend- 
ance at  the  dispensa,ry  coincide  with  those  of  the  latter  officer;  he  is  also  in  the  habit  of 
attending  to  some  of  the  slighter  cases  which  present  themselves  in  the  town  or  its  imme- 
diate neighbourhood.  His  qualification  consists  in  the  diploma  of  a licentiate  of  tlie 
Apothecaries  Hall  in  Dublin,  and  the  medicines  ordered  are  always  dispensed  by  him.  The 
authority  of  the  subscribers  effectually  provides  for  the  regular  and  attentive  discharge  of 
their  respective  duties  by  both  these  medical  officers,  aud  it  is  stated  that  the  poor  have  it  in 
their  power  to  procure  redress  of  any  neglect  shown  towards  them,  by  complaining  to  the 
mdividual  through  whose  recommendation  they  had  become  entitled  to  demand  relief. 
Hitherto  there  has  been  no  ground  for  supposing  that  the  medical  officers  have  not  been  in 
possession  of  the  good  will  and  of  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  40  Z.  per  annum,  that  of  the  apothecaiyis  20/. ; neither  receives 
any  other  emolument  or  any  allowance  for  board,  lodging,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  a horse. 
1 he  amount  of  payment  awarded  to  these  officers  rests  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the  members 
of  the  comimttee.  They  can,  if  they  think  proper,  raise  their  salaries  to  an  unnecessary  sum, 
and  this  without  the  chance  of  being  checked  by  the  county,  whose  sole  control  consists  in  the 
power  of  withholding  their  annual  gr^ts.  It  is  also  admitted,  that  in  the  present  state  of 
things  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  an  individual  from  combining  with  liis  friends  to  raise  sudi 
a subscription  towards  the  foundation  of  a dispensary,  as  shall  entitle  them  to  a grant  from 
the  grand  jury,  and  this  with  no  otlier  view  than  that  of  securing  to  one  of  the  party 
a medical  appointment,  where  perhaps  there  was  no  want  of  professional  assistance. 

Ihe  electors  of  the  medical  officers  are  the  subscribers  to  the  charity,  who  have  paid  u]i 
their  annual  subscription  of  one  guinea.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy,  notice  of  the 
intention  to  proceed  to  a new  election  was  given  by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  and  it 
was  announced  that  all  candidates  should  be  provided  with  a degree  from  some  university, 
if  seeking  the  situation  of  surgeon,  and  with  the  diploma  of  a master  apothecary,  if  desirous 
to  be- appointed  apothecary.  On  the  day  of  election  three  candidates  appeared.  It 
was  not  deemed  necessaiy  to  submit  the  qualifications  of  the  successful  one  to  the  grand 
jury,  but  it  is  thought  that  it  wpuld  in  all  cases  be  of  advantage  to  make  appointments  con- 
ditional, on  the  of  some  superior  authority.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  age,  either  in 
appointing  or  displacing  officers,  nor  is  there  any  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  charity, 

for 
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for  granting  either  superannuations  or  retiring  allowances.  The  last  physician  died  while  in 
connexion  with  the  institution.  His  disease  was  an  affection  of  some  internal  organ.  It  is 
stated  by  the  witnesses  that  medical  assistance  for  the  poor  could  not  be  procured  otherwise 
than  through  the  salaried  officer  of  a dispensary.  The  number  of  resident  individuals  in  tlie 
neighbourhood  capable  of  remunerating  a medical  man  for  his  services  are  verv  few,  and 
in  point  of  fact,  there  is  but  one  qualified  practitioner  in  the  district  besides  the  '^dispensary 
surgeon,  and  he  would  not  be  willing  to  act  gratuitously. 

The  circumstances  of  the  present  pharmacy  are  not  favourable  to  its  purposes,  but  it  is 
mei-ely  temporaiy.  The  supply  of  medicine  is  good,  and  of  the  best  quality,  including 
■ quinine,  morphia,  and  others  of  the  more  expensive  drugs.  They  had  been  purchased  from 
the  Messrs.  Harrington,  druggists,  in  Cork,  whose  account  for  each  of  the  last  three  years 
had,  according  to  tlie  treasurer’s  receipts,  amounted  on  an  average  to  2-3 1.  The  medicines 
were  under  the  care  of  the  apothecary,  who  is  not  permitted  to  sell  any  of  them,  and  who 
keeps  them  sepai-ate  from  those  which  he  makes  use  of  in  his  private  practice.  There  is 
a very  good  collection  of  the  implements  and  apparatus  requisite  in  the  compounding  and 
piepai-ing  remedies,  but  there  are  no  surgical  mstraments,  and  the  expensiveness  of  the 
supply  forbids  the  use  of  leeches  altogether.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  charity  is  to  diffuse 
the  advantages  of  vaccination.  .The  surgeon  is  therefore  bound  to  supply  vaccine  matter 
gi'atuitously  to  all  who  apply  for  it.  That  gentleman  states,  that  “ his  own  experience  leads 
him  to  consider  vaccination  as  very  decidedly  preventive  of  small-pox,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  people  is  becoming  daily  more  favourable  to  the  utility  of  the  practice.”  Small-pox  has 
latterly  shown  itself  to  a considerable  extent  in  the  district.  Inoculation  wdth  variolous  matter 
is  not  forbidden  by  the  relief  of  the  dispensary,  but  the  medical  attendant  has  never 
adopted  it. 

The  physician  and  the  apothecary  assist  in  keeping  a register  of  all  applications  made  for 
the  assistance  of  the  charity,  and  it  is  stated  that  no  instance  has  occuraed  of  such  appli- 
cations being  refused ; a copy  of  the  register  is  annually  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  the 
grand  jury.  At  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  there  were  on  the 
Eiooks  the  names  of  about  10  poor  persons  who  were  under  course  of  treatment  at  the  in- 
stitution, and  it  was  stated  that  36  cases  of  midwifery  had  been  attended  to  during  tlie  last 
three  years. 

Any  person  seeking  relief  fi-om  this  dispensary  must  have  obtained  a recommendation  from 
a subscriber ; this  condition  is  indispensable,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  easily  complied  with, 
since  the  number  of  orders  is  unlimited,  and  the  signature  of  a single  subscriber  to  each 
is  sufficient ; it  is  even  stated  that-  although  none  of  the  subscribers  receive  attendance  or 
medicine  gratuitously,  yet  there  are  not  a few  persons  who  contrive  from  time  to  time  to 
participate  in  the  benefits  of  4he  charity,  although  their  circumstances  by  no  means  place 
them  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance. 

It  has'  been  already  mentioned  that  the  physician  attends  at  the  dispensary  on  three  days 
in  each  week ; on  these  days  he  prescribes  for  and  gives  medicine  to  all  persons  wlio  present 
themselves  under  the  above  conditions ; he  is  also  bound  to  visit  the  poor  at  their  own 
dwellings  (when  the  nature  of  their  malady  requires  such  attention)  any  where  within  the 
limits  of  the  dispensary  district,  which  extends  to  nearly  five  miles  on  all  sides ; tliis  is  done 
both  by  day  and  night,  and , as  often  as  may  be  necessary.  The  physician  observes,  that 
“ he  considers  daily  attendance  as  quite  indispensable  in  cases  of  acute  disorders,  and  it  is 
only  in  diseases  of  a chronic  character  that  advantage  can  be  expected  to  result  from 
occasional  visits.”  The  institution  affords  no  splints  or  bandages  for  tlie  treatment  of 
fractures  or  accidents,  but  the  aid  of  the  medical  attendant  may  always  be  called  for ; his 
services  may  also  be  procured  by  lying-in  women  whenever  their  cases  present  any  features 
of  unusual  difficulty.  The  women,  however,  of  the  poorer  class  are  in  general  attended  by 
niidwives,  who  have  the  character  of  being  extremely  luiqualified  for  their  task ; it  is  also 
said,  that  both  mother  and  child  frequently  suffer  serious  injury  from  their  ignoi-ance.  In 
addition  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  attending  physician,  those  of  other  practitioners  are 
occasionally  compounded  at  the  dispensary. 

Nothing  besides  medicine  and  advice  is  supplied  to  the  sick  poor  from  this  charity.  It 
does  not  provide  nourishment  of  any  kind,  nor  does  any  other  institution  in  the  neigh 
bourhood. 


The  general  management  resides  in  the  subscribers,  who  amount  to  about  30,  and  who  are. 
all  alike  privileged  to  attend  at  the  fixed  general  meeting,  which  takes  place  twice  in  the 
year.  At  tlie  meetings  the  surgeon  is  not  allowed  to  take  any  part,  in  as  much  as  he  is  not 
^ of  the  institution.  Votes  ai-e  only  taken  by  proxy  when  the  election  of  an 

officer  is  going  forward,  on  other  business  voting  is  restricted  to  the  10  or  11  members  who 
form  the  ordinary  attendance,  and  of  whose  proceedings  minutes  are  always  made ; business 
may  be  transacted  by  any  number,  however  small,  of  subscribers. 

Tliere  is  a list  of  members  appointed  to  form  a managing  committee,  but  no  fixed  period.s 
have  been  pointed  out  for  their  meetings ; whenever  they  do  assemble  their  resolutions  are 
ahvays  registered. 

1 he  subscribera  elect  a treasurer  who  acts  without  any  remuneration,  but  is  not  required 
pye  the  security  which  the  Act  of  Parliament  demands ; he  is  elected  by  open  voting, 
TvT  If  selection  has  never  had  reference  to  religious  or  sectarian  differences. 

J here  has  never  been  occasion  to  dismiss  or  remove  an  officer. 

None  of  the  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  charity  are  procured  from  either  s-overnor 
or  member  of  the  committee. 

The  rules  have  never  been  printed. 

T 4 Reports 


, Dispensaiues. 

Muirxhr. 
(\)umy  Cork. 

Ksaminations  teken  by 
Cusuck  Roiicv,  eso. 
W.P.Bowtt,esq.,M.D. 

XcmtiiA- 

Dispensary. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  IJannge- 
nient. 


Mamigiiig  Com- 
mittee. 

Oilicer-s  not 
medical. 


Stores. 

Uules. 
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DiSrENSARIES. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Koney,  esq. 
\V.P.Borrett,csq.,  si.r. 

Kanfurk 

Dispensary. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 

Receipts. 


Reports  are  made  half  yearly,  and  laid  before  the  subscribers  and  the.  grand  jury.  The 
witnesses  concur  in  urging  the  advantages  wliich  w'ould  result  from  the  Ibrmation  of  per- 
manent boards  of  health  in  every  district ; they  suggest  that  the  members  of  such  boards 
should  consist  of  the  gentry,  clergy,  middling  class  of  farmers,  and,  it  is  added,  that  a very 
considerable  number  of  properly  qualified  individuals  would  be  found  who  would  cheerfully 
lend  their  aid  towards  any  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  which  it  might  be  deemed 
judicious  to  enter  upon  before  extending  the  present  system  of  dispensary  relief. 

Tlie  income  of  the  Kanturk  dispensary  is  composed  entirely  of  annual  subscriptions  and 
of  annual  gi'ants  from  the  grand  jury.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  are  to  be  found  among 
the  subscribers,  and  a large  portion  of  the  receipts  is  formed  by  the  contributions  of  three 
noblemen,  who  subscribe  respectively,  9/.  4s.  id.,  bl.  5s.  and  3/.  3s.  It  is  stated  that  ail 
subscriptions  are  given  without  any  accompanying  stipulation  or  contract  for  medical  assis- 
tance or  medicine  in  return. 

The  following  table  handed  in  by  the  treasurer  shows  the  total  receipts  during  each  of 
the  last  three  years. 


Subscriptions . 
County  Grant 


; 1832.-  ' 

! ■ 1833.  ! 

1834. 

- - ' - 

£.  s.  d. 
45  13  7 

45  - - - 

£.  s.  d. 
47  16  7 

45  - - 

£.  s.  d. 

48  5 7 

mot  yet  obtained. 

£. 

9U  13  7 

1 92  16  7 

- 

Collection  and  The  subscriptions  are  paid  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  exclusively  all 

Custody.  monies  remain. 

Expenditure.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  procured  from  the  treasurer  the  following  account  of  the 

expenditure  of  the  establishment  during  the  years  1832  and  1833  ; the  accounts  for  1834 
not  being  at  the  time  made  up. 

Expenses  for  the  year  1832  : 


£.  s.  d. 

Salaries  - --  --  --  --  - 60  - - 

Rent  of  dispensary  - --  --  --  - 77_ 

Druggist’s  bill  - --  --  --  - 23  89 

Sundries,  such  as  cai-riers,  messengers,  skins  - - - 2 6 10 

Stamps  - --  --  --  --  - -38 


£.93  6 3 


Expenditure  in  1833 : 

Salaries  - - _ _ _ _ _ 

Rent  of  dispensaiy  ------ 

Druggist’s  bill 

Sundries  -------- 

Stamps  - --  --  --  - 

Postage  - - - - 


£.  s.  d. 
60  - - 
7 7 - 

19  3 6 

13  9 

“49 
- 2 6 


£.88  1 6 


Kildorrerj/ 
Dispensary, 
iiidufling  a branch 
at  Glanvjorik. 


Population  and 
E.xteiit  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
aiv!  Grounds. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Henry  Coi.e  Bowen,  esq.— Rev.  Stephen  .Murphy,  i>.  p.— Rev.  Thojias  Townsend,  Curate; — 
and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  for  which  the  Kildorrery  dispensary  is  intended  embraces  three  parishes,  and- 
contains  a population  of  about  4,000  souls.  Its  average  diameter  is  estimated  at  six  miles,  but 
in  some  directions  there  are  points  nearlyeight  miles  from  the  residence  of  the  medical  attendant 
The  sun’ounding  country  is  considered  to  be  in  every  sense  very  adequately  supplied  with 
sources  of  medical  relief,  so  much  so  that  at  the  preceding  assizes  it  was  recommended  by 
the  grand  jury,  that  the  Glamvorth  dispensary  ^should  be  united  to  the  one  under  considera- 
tion at  Kildorrery.-  There  ,are  also  dispensaries  at  Doneraile,  Mitchelstown  and  Castletown- 
roche,  all  situated  within  six  miles  of  Kildorreiy.  Intern  accommodation  is,  however,  totally 
wanting,  and  the  absence  of  it  is  productive  of  much  inconvenience ; some  time  ago  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  raise  a subscription  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the 
deficiency.  The  witnesses  express  much  anxiety  to  see  the  establishment  of  small  hospitals 
in  connexion  with  every  dispensary  district  wherein  fevers  and  cases  of  accident  could  always 
meet  with  the  immediate  attention,  which  is  so  important  to  the  poor. 

Tile  dispensary  is  situated  -in  the  house  of  the  resident  medical  attendant,  who  is  allowed 
12  1.  a year  for  the  amount  of  accommodation  which  he  affords  to  it.  The  space  allotted  is, 
however,  barely  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  the  arrangements,  owing  to  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient 
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cieQt  room,  are  not  as  commodious  as  could  be  wished.  The  same  chaiucter  applies  to  the  Dispeicsaries 

Glanworth  dispensary,  where  there  is  no  other  waiting-room  for  the  patients  than  that  which  

is  inhabited  by  the  woman  lyho  takes  care  of  the  establisliment.  It  is  merely  partitioned'  off  Munster. 
by  boards  ; and  in  both  institutions  it  is  the  custom  of  the  medical  attendant  to  prescribe  for  County  Cork, 
patients,  in  ordinary  cases,  through  a small  door.  . " 

The  gentleman  who  discharges  the  duties  of  the  Kildorrery  dispensary  is  likewise  the 
medical  attendant  of  that  at  Glanwortli.  He  resides  at  the  former  place,  and  attends  at  the  w P z. 

institution  and  prescribes  for  the  poor  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  two  on  Mondays,  Thurs-  ^ ’ 

days'and  Saturdays.  It  is  stated,  that  he  seldom  if  ever  neglects  to  perform  his  duties  in  Kildorrery 

person.  But  in  order  to  provide  for  his  occasional  absence  (as  he  is  engaged  in  private  Dispensary, 

practice)^  an  assistant,  who  served  his  time  to  the  apothecaiy  of  tlie  Limerick  dispensary  including  a branch 
resides  in  his  house,  and  besides  aiding  at  all  times  in  .the  dispensary  of  medicines,  ensures  Glan-Mi-th. 

that  no  delay  shall  ever  arise  in  affording  assistance  to  accidents  and  other  cases  to  which  — 

immediate  attention  is  indispensable. 

The  medical  attendant,  previous  to  his  being  appointed  to  his  present  situation,  which  took  Medical  Officer 
place  m the  year  1817  at  a meeting  of  the  subscribers,  was  a practitioner  in  the  toivn  of 
Bantry.  He  now  acts  m the  united  capacity  of  physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothe-  • 

cary.  He  is  a member  of  the  sRoyal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and  received  his 
qualifications  for  the  practice  of  midwifery  in  the  Westminster  Lying-in  Hospital  Reo-u- 
lanty  m the  performance  of  their  functions  on  the  part  of  both  the  medical  offices  is  insured 
by  the  authority  which  is  vested  in  the  committee  of  calling  them  to  account  for  any  inatten- 
tion. It  IS  also  stated,  that  any  poor  person  who  has  to  complain  of  neo-lect  can  easily 
obtain  redress  by  making  application  to  the  same  tribunal  through  one  of°the  subscribers 
For  this  purpose,  however,  it  would  be  necessary  to  issue  special  summonses,  as  the  members 
of  the  committee  are  not  accustomed  to  assemble  except  when  called  upon. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  90/.  a year.  He  also  enjoys  the  use  of  the  house  which  Payment, 
belongs  to  the  dispensaiy,  but  does  not  receive  any  allowance  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
horse.  The  amount  of  payment  given  to  the  medical  attendant  depends  entirely  on  the 
discretion  of  the  subscribers  or -committee.  The  grand  jury  can  in  no  other  way  control 
any  expenditure  under  tliis  head  than  by  signifying  their  intention  of  withhoidino-  their 
customa^  grant  altogether.  Their  authority  is  also  quite  inadequate  to  prevent  private 
combinations  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  dispensaries  where  they  may  not  be  required  and 
when  the  only  object  may  be  to  create  a situation  for  some  individual  concerned. 

The  medical  officers'  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large.  On  occasion  of  the  last  Election 
TOcaiicy,  a notice  was  inserted  in  the  newspapers  inviting  candidates  to  present  themselves 
The  advertisement  mentioned,  that  all  competitors  should  be  possessed  of  a dec^rec  from 
some  university,  but  no  limitation  was  made  as  to  their  age.  Five  or  six  candidates  appeared 
and  all  the  necessary  conditions  were  observed  with  reference  to  the  subscribers  \rfio  were 
allowed  to  vote,  but  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  acquamt  the  grand  juiy  with  the 
appointment  of  the  successful  candidate,  or  with  the  qualifications  which  he  had  brought 
fOTward.  No  allowances  or  superannuations  are  made  by  tlie  charity  on  the  retii-ement  of  its 
officers.  There  has  been  no  death  among  the  medical  men  attached  to  this  dispensary.  The 
country  aroimd  Kildorrery  contains  veiy  few  residents  of  wealtli.  It  is  the  same  with  the 
district  of  Glanworth.  Neither  contains  any  medical  man,  except  the  attendant  of  tlie 
Kildorrery  dispensary,  and  it  is  thought  by  the  witnesses,  that,  as  there  is  but  little  chance 
ot  emolument  from  pnvate  practice,  the  district  would  be  altogether  without  professional 
assistance,  were  it  not  for  the  salary  which  secures  a resident  surgeon. 


The  room  m which  the  medicines  are  kept  presents  an  appearance  of  tolerable  neatness,  pharmaev 
ijie  medicines  were,  however,  hardly  sufficient  m quantity,  and  were  not  of  the  best  kind. 
there  was  no  quinine  or  morphia,  but  perhaps  such  preparations  may  not  be  altogether 
necessaiy  in  the  ordinary  course  of  dispensaiy  practice.  Messrs.  Gosnell  k Company,  of 
Cork,  are  the  druggists  of  the  institution,  to  whose  funds  they  contribute  one  guinea  annually, 
llieir  bill  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  (as  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  order  of 
the  committee)  had  amounted  to  nearly  50/.  There  is  a rule  of  the  institution  which 
perniits  the  sale  of  its  medicines  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
in  which  there  is  no  apothecary’s  or  druggist’s  shop.  Not  one,  however,  has  hitherto  taken 
advantage  of  the  permission.  The  physician  does  not  keep  any  medicines  for  his  private 
patients.  There  is  a tolerably  good  supply  of  the  apparatus  required  in  preparing  decoctions, 
intusions,  &c.,  but  the  few  surgical  instruments  which  the  charity  possesses  fall  very  short 
ot  what  Its  design  would  require.  They  are,  merely  a few  catheters,  some  bougies  and 
a cupping  apparatus,  all  of  which  the  medical  attendant  is  allowed  to  make  .use  of  in  his 
pnvate  business,  on  account  of  the  great  expense.  Leeches  are  occasionally,  but  very  rarely, 
made  use  of  m the  practice  of  the  dispensary.  Vaccine  matter  is  supplied  gratuitously 
? persons  who  desire  to  make  use  of  it.  The  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant  is  veiy 
decidedly  in  favour  of  its  preventive  efficacy,  and  he  states  that  the  practice  of  vaccination 
Js  gradually  diffusing  itself  among  the  poor,  who  have  been  much  terrified  by  the  great 
mortality  latterly  consequent  on  inoculation  with  small-pock.  That  disease  has  been  very 
prevalent,  but  although  there  are  not  any  rules  in  the  present  institution  against  inoculating 
tor  It,  the  physician  has  never  done  so,  not  at  all  approving  of  it. 

tnedical  attendant  keeps  a register  of  all  applications  made  to  him  for  relief.  He  Patients’  Rf" 
pecines  the  name  and  the  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  each  applicant  labours,  together  tion.  ° 

name  of  the  subscriber  whose  recommendation  he  presents  : at  a subsequent  period 
e ^ ds  a note  of  the  mode  of  termination  of  the  patient’s  disorder.  Whenever  he  has  occa- 
himself  justified  in  refusing  assistance  to  any  person,  it  is  his  custom  to 


itra- 


acquaiiit 
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acquaint  the  individual  recommending  with  the  reasons  on  which  he  grotmds  his  refusal. 
The  number  of  sick  poor  who  have  been  relieved  by  the  charity  has  varied  considerably  of 
late.  The  averao-e  number  for  the  last  three  years  has  been  between  two  and  three  thousand. 
At  the  date  of  tSe  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  there  w&re  on  the  books  as_  receiving 
attendance  at  home  three,  and  as  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  the  institution  for  assistance 
upwards  of  40.  Within  the  period  mentioned,  about  ten  cases  of  lying-in  women  are 
annually  visited  ; within  the  last  three  years  there  has  been  no  operation  of  moment  per- 
formed at  the  dispensary. 

One  of  the  rules  of  the  charity  declares,  that  no  applicant  shall  be  considered  entitled  to 
relief,  unless  be  has  obtained  a ticket  of  recommendation  from  a subscriber.  This  condition 
is  only  dispensed  with,  where  the  medical  attendant  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  person 
seeking  his  aid  is  really  in  a state  of  destitution.  It  is  stated  that  no  difficulty  exists  in!  the 
way  of  procuring  a ticket,  and  that  even  a stranger  may  easily  provide  himself  with  one  if 
he  stand  in  need  of  it,  as  the  number  of  orders  which  each  subscriber  may  issue  is  unlimited, 
and  his  own  single  signature  gives  it  the  required  validity.  The  domestic  servants  of  sub- 
scribers are  not  admitted  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  which  those  persons 
alone  are  allowed  to  avail  themselves  of,  whose  circumstances  call  for  gratuitous  relief. 

On  three  days  in  each  week  patients  are  received  at  the  dispensary  and  provided  with 
advice  and  medicine.  But  at  all  times  those  persons  who  are  confined  by  the  nature  of  their 
disorder  to  their  dwellings,  are  there  visited  by  the  physician,  and  this  attention  is  given  in 
all  parts  of  the  district,  and  repeated  as  often  as  may  be  necessary.  The  medical  attendant 
observes,  that  “ acute  diseases  require  to  he  seen  every  day,  and  it  is  only  when  the  disorder 
is  of  a chronic  character  that  occasional  attendance  is  of  any  use.  The  chanty  possesses  all 
the  usual  bandages  and  splints  which  are  demanded  in  the  treatment  of  accidents  of  all 
kinds  and  such  cases  always  meet  with  immediate  attention.  Females  of  the  poorer  classes 
in  this  district  generally  intrust  themselves  during  their  confinement  to  country  midwives, 
who  are,  in  most  instances,  very  ill  qualified  for  their  business,  and  it  is  stated  that  tlieir 
ignorance  is  often  productive  of  very  serious  injury  to  those  who  confide  in  them.  It  is  only 
when  parturition  is  attended  by  features  of  universal  difficulty,  that  the  aid  of  the  dispensary 
physician  can  be  demanded.  The  apothecary  may  be  called  upon  to  compound  for  a poor 
person  any  prescription  given  to  him  by  an  authorized  practitioner. 

There  is  no  other  general  management  than  that  resulting  from  a meeting  of  the  subscribers 
once  a year. 

There  has  been  but  one  election  of  a managing  committee  since  the  establishment  of  the 
dispensary.  The  members  of  it  do  not  assemble,  except  when  called  together  by  summons 
on  some  particular  business,  and  as  vacancies  occur  among  them  from  time  to  time,  they  are 
filled  up  singly.  In  their  proceedings  book,  there  is  no  entry  of  theii-  haviiig  held  a meeting 
during  the  present  year  (1834.) 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officei  in  connexion  with  the  charity.  He  is  ap- 
pointed by  open  voting,  and  without  reference  to  the  form  of  religion  which  he  may  happen 
to  possess.  He  receives  no  salary  for  his  seivices,  and  does  not  give  the  security  which  the 
Act  of  Pai’liament  requires.  He  resides  at  Castletown  Roche. 

Reports  relative  to  the  general  affairs  of  the  institution  are  made  twice  in  the  com-se  of 
the  year.  This  is  done  in  conformity  with  a recent  resolution  of  the  grand  jury.  This 
district  contains,  according  to  the , statements  of  the  witnesses,  a.  very  considerable  number 
of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  take  an  active  part  in  any  investigation  having  for  its 
object  the  elucidation  of  the  condition  of  the  poor. 

The  following  table  shows  the  income  of  the  Kildon-ery  dispensary  during  each  of  the 
last  three  years,  and  its  sources. 

1831.  I 1832.  I 1833. 

£.  s.  d 

Subscriptions  - - - - 63  10  - 

Grand  Jury  Grant  - - - 65  — - 

£.  128  10  - I 138  3 - I 144  - - 


It  will  be  perceived,  that  it  has  been  annually  on  the  increase.  Bat  this  fact  by  no  means 
indicates  that  the  institution  rests  on  a sure  foundation.  The  larger  portion  of  the  gross 
amount  of  subscriptions  is  contributed  by  six  individuals,  who  annually  give  sums  varying 
from  20  (.to  !il.  If  their  bounty  were  withheld,  the  disppsary  could  not  continue  to 
exist.  The  lowest  subscription  received  is  10  s.,  and  nothing  is  contributed  from  the  poorer 
classes.  All  subscriptions  are  given  unconditionally.  No  instances  exist  of  any  stipulation 
or  contract  made  for  advice  or  medicine  in  return.*  A bequest  of  twenty  guineas  has  lately 
been  received  from  a charitable  individual. 


The  subscriptions  are  paid  to  the  treasurer  at  the  annual  general  meetings,  or  else  wlien- 
v.a  Tv.ol-00  arii-ilipotinn  fnr  them,  and  all  monev  remains  in  his  hands. 


» The  average  annual  receipts  of  the  Glanworth  dispensary  are  about  8o(. 


£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

T3  3 - 74  - - 

65  - - 70  - - 
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The  yearly  expenses  are  pretty  constant.  They  annually  amount  to  about  1541.,  sup- 
posing the  whole  of  the  salary  of  the  physician  to  "be  paid,  amounting  to  £.  90  - - 
House-rent  - - - - - - - - -12--' 

Medicines  on  an  average  - - - - - - -40-- 

Sundries  - - - - - - - - - -12-  — 


£.  154  — — 


* Previous  to  any  bill  being  discharged  it  must  have  been  examined  by  the  treasurer,  who 
then  pays  it.  , 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  J.  Garde. — J.  B.  Joiikson. — Rev.  Richard  Neville,  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the 
■ Institution. 

This'  dispensary  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  within  the  limits  of  the  six  parishes  for 
which  it  has  been  established.  It  affords  relief  to  a population  of  upwards  of  about  nine 
tliousand  people,  some  of  whom  live  at  a distance  of  seven  miles. 

The  Castlemartyr  dispensary  is  about  six  miles  distant.  Although  the  present  charity  is 
under  the  circumstances  favourably  situated,  the  witnesses  were  disposed  to  think  the  ex- 
tent of  its  district  is  too  great,  and  would  be  very  anxious  ,to  see  the  formation  of  hospitals 
or  divisional  infirmaries  so  arranged  as  to  supply  that  intern  accommodation,  the  want  of 
which  they  have  such  frequent  reason  to  complain  of.  The  county  infirmary  situated  at 
Mallow  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  county,  and  is  at  the  same  time  too  far 
removed  from  Castlemartyr  to  permit  of  its  being  an  efficient  source  of  medical  relief  for  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town  and  neighbourhood. 

The  dispensary  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  house,  in  which  the  medical  attendant  resides. 
There  is  a convenient  entrance  from  the  lane,  a waiting  room  for  patients,  and  a neat  though 
small  room  for  the  preservation  and  dispensing  of  medicines. 

The  premises  are  held  from  year  to  year  from  the  medical  attendant,  without  any  incon- 
venience resulting' from  the  nature  of  the  tenure. 

The  attending  physician  is  about  twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  possesses  a diploma  from  the  lying-in  hospital  in  Dub- 
lin. He  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  subscribers  in  the  year  1832,  and  is  bound  to 
attend  at  Killeagh  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  and  on  Thursdays  at  Mount 
Uniacke.  He  is  allowed  to  acquire  private  practice,  but  does  not  hold  any  other  appoint- 
ment. On  one  occasion  when  he  was  unavoidably  absent  for  a short  time,  the  committee 
were  authorized  to  pay  out  of  his  salary  another  medical  gentleman  whose  services  they  re- 
ceived. Notwithstanding  liis  generally  correct  conduct,  complaints  have  occasionally  been 
made  against  him  by  the  poor.  These  have  been  preferred  through  the  means  of  a sub- 
scriber who  had  recommended  the  individual  complaining,  but  they  have  in  all  cases  proved, 
on  investigation,  to  have  been  groundless.  He  has  no  assistant,  and  dispenses  the  medicines 
in  person. 

His  salary  is  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  he  derives  no  other  emolument  or  ad- 
vantage from  the  charity. 

The  gentlemen  present,  w'hen  questioned  as  to  the  pow'er  possessed  by  the  county  of 
checking  the  possible  payment  of  too  high  salaries  to  the  attendants  of  dispensaries,  stated 
that  instances  have  occurred  where  the  grand  jury  have  negatived  the  presentment  contain- 
ing such  items.  But  no  effectual  guarantee  it  was  admitted  is  in  existence  against  the  com- 
bination of  a number  of  individuals  to  establish  a dispensary  where  it  might  not  be  wanted. 
The  witnesses  were  acquainted  with  cases  of  such  an  abuse. 

At  the  first  election,  the  public  notice  which  had  been  given  in  the  newspapers  procured 
the  application  of  eighteen  candidates,  at  tlie  last  vacancy  there  were  but  two;  they  were 
required  to  possess  the  usual  testimonials  as  to  their  professional  capacity,  but  their  eligibility 
Was  not  restricted  by  their  age.  None  were  permitted  to  vote  at  the  appointment  except 
those  who  had  paid  up  their  subscriptions.  There  is  but  one  other  physician,  and  as  he  does 
not  practise  midwifeiy,  his  services,  even  if  offered  gratuitously,  could  not  answer  the  objects 
of  this  institution.  The  residents  of  the  district  are  not  sufficiently  wealthy  to  maintain  a 
practitioner  independent  of  the  salary  derived  from  the  dispensary.  It  is  stated  that  the 
present  medical  attendant  possesses  the  general  good  will  and  confidence  of  tlie  poor. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  were  kept,  together  with  the  necessary  drawers,  bottles, 
&c.  was  in  a state  of  very  good  order.  The  medicines,  which  were  of  a good  description, 
and  of  sufficient  quantity,  had  been  procured  from  Messrs.  Harrington  and  Co.  druggists  in 
Cork,  and  the  amount  annually  remitted  to  them  shows  that  there  is  no  improper  economy 
on  this  head.  Quinine  and  some  other  of  the  more  expensive  medjcines,  were  observed  to 
occur  in  the  list  of  drugs  supplied.  The  treasurer  is  accustomed  to  discharge  the  druggist’s 
mils  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  committee.  He  paid  the  first  year  only  seventeen  pounds. 
None  of  the  medicines  belonging  to  the  charity  are  ever  sold,  and  those  intended  for  the  pri- 
vate 
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vate  practice  of  the  physician  are  kept  in  a separate  apartment.  He  is  not  in  the  habit  of 
using  leeches,  but  if  he  should  judge  them  indispensable,  he  would  be  enabled  to  procure 
them.  The  charity  has  not  any  surgical  instruments  whatever.  One  of  the  duties  of  the 
medical  attendant  is  to  vaccinate  gratuitously  the  children  of  the  poor.  He  is  strictly  for- 
bidden to  inoculate  with  small-pock  matter,  and  if  he  were  not,  he  states  that  his  own  judg-. 
ment  would  prevent  his  ever  recurring  to  that  practice. 

. The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register  of  all  applicants ; and  though  the  charity  has  not 
been  established  more  than  three  years,  upwards  of  two  thousand  patients-  have  received  ad- 
vice and  medicine  during  that  time.  It  frequently  occurs  tliat  relief  is  refused  to  individuals 
in  consequence  of  improper  conduct  and  infractions  of  the  rules  of  the  charity  ; an.  account 
of  such  refusals  is  always  kept.  At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  (5ommissioners 
’ about  three  persons  were  in  course  of  treatment  at  their  homes,  and  about  sixteen  were  in  the 
habit  of  seeking  advice  at  the  dispensary.  No  capital  operations  have  been  ever  performed 
but  during  the  last  three  years,  the  physician  has  attended  eight  midwifery  cases. 

Each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  recommend  one  new  patient  on  each  public  day,  and  for 
every  guinea  that  he  subscribes  he  is  entitled  to  issue  three  tickets  in  the  year  requiring  a 
visit  from  the  surgeon.  Notwithstanding  these  restrictions,  and  that  every  body  except 
paupers  must  be  provided  with  a recommendation,  the  design  of  the  charity  is  not  found  to 
be  impeded,  and,  unless  we  count  domestic  servants  of  subscribers  as  Such,  all  persons  not 
really  requiring  gratuitous  relief  are  effectually  prevented  from  participating  in  its  benefits ; 
the  indigent  find  every  facility  in  obtaining  relief. 

Extern  patients  are  prescribed  for  at  the  institution,  and,  under  the  above  restrictions,  are 
visited  at  their  own  dwellings  as  often  as  may  be  necessary  during  the  day  and  night ; and 
should  any  acute  disease  require  extraordinary  attention,  the  patient  would  be  visited  as  often 
as  two  or  three  times  in  the  24  hours,  at  any  distance  within  the  bounds  of  the  district. 
During  the  three  years  of  tlie  existence  of  the  charity  there  has  been  no  demand  for  assis- 
tance in  a case  of  accident;  it, is  however  stated,  that  immediate  aid  would  be  given  in  such 
cases.  The  only  prescriptions  made  up  ai’e  those  of  the  attending  physician,  who  is  only 
bound  to  attend  lying-in  women,  when  their  cases  are  combined  with  any  unusual  difficulty; 
unfortunately  the  poor  are  accustomed  to  place  themselves  in  the  hands  of  midwives,  whose 
ignorance  is  in  general  very  gross,  and  not  unfrequently  productive  of  much  injury  to  both 
mother  and  child.  Vaccination  is  performed  at  the  dispensary  whenever  required,  but  the 
prejudices  of  the  country  people  rather  lead  them  to  prefer  inoculation  witli  the  matter  of 
small-pox ; nevertheless  that  disease  has  existed  hut  to  a very  moderate  extent  of  late  years. 
The  medical  attendant  mentions  a case  where  total  blindness  was  the  result  of  the  insertion 
ofvai-iolous  matter;  and  a clergyman  who  was  present  at  the  examination,  stated  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  a gentleman,  who,  though  he  had  been  vaccinated,  yet  suffered  severely  after- 
ivards  from  an  attack  of  confluent  small-pox.  It  may  be  said  that  the  richer  classes  are 
acquainted  witli  the  beneficial  effects  resulting  fi-om  vaccination. 

There  are  no  charitable  institutions  whatever  in  this  neighbourhood  having  for  their  design 
the  supply  to  the  sick  poor  of  wholesome  and  nutritious  food. 

The  general  management  resides  in  the  annual  meeting,  which  takes  place  in  the  month 
of  Januaiy,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  officei-s,  &c. ; those  of  the  subscribers  who  do  not 
attend  this  meeting  are  permitted  to  vote  by  proxy.  The  surgeon  has  never  taken  any  part 
in  tlie  general  management. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  whose  fixed  meetings  are  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  first 
Mondays  in  the  ’months  of  February,  May,  August  and  November.  A board  of  super- 
intendence also  exists,  which  derives  its  authority  from  the  grand  jury;  one  of  its  members 
had  visited  the  dispensaiy  about  six  weeks  previous  to  the  examination  held  by  the  Assistant 
Commissioners. 

The  same  gentleman  discharges  the  duties  of  both  secretary  and  treasurer,  he  acts  in  both 
capacities  without  remuneration,  but  does  not  give  the  security  which  the  Act  of  Parliament 
requires.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  religious  prejudices  have  had  any  share  in  the 
election  of  any  officer  of  the  charity. 

There  are  not  any  printed  rules. 

A written  report  is  presented  twice  in  the  year  to  the  grand  jury,  in  which  every  thing 
relating  to  the  dispensary  is  detailed.  The  witnesses  stated  that  there  could  easily  be  found 
in  this  disti-ict  a sufficient  -number  of  individuals  qualified  by  their  circumstances  and 
education  to  undertake  the  management  of  any  extended  system  of  relief  which  may 
hereafter  be  introduced ; and  it  was  added,  that  their  co-operation  would  be  most  willingly 
given. 

The  amount  received  from  subscribers  during  the  first  year  was  125  Z.  19  s.,  during  the 
second  it  only  reached  the  sum  of  C9  Z. ; this  falling  off  is  not  unusual  in  the  history  of  dis- 
pensaries immediately  after  their  establishment.  The  grand  jury  presentment  has  been  of 
the  same  amount,  viz.  50  Z.  during  each  of  the  years  alluded  to.  There  is  but  one  sub- 
scriber of  any  large  sum,  namely,  a nobleman  who  annually  contributes  1 0 Z.  The  institution 
is  conceived  to  rest  on  tolerably  secure  grounds,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  dread  any  material 
falling  off  in  the  subscriptions,  which,  it  is  stated,  are  given  unconditionally  and  without  any 
stipulation  or  contract  for  relief  or  advice  in  return. 

All  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  remain  exclusively. 

The  expenditure,  consisting  of  the  surgeon’s  salary,  rent,  paper,  stamps  and  postage, 
exceeded  the  receipts  of  the  first  year  by  ISZ.,  and  of  the  second  by  12Z. ; the  committee 
examine  all  bills  before  they  are  discharged  by  the  treasurer. 

Twice  in  the  year  the  accounts  are  made  up,  and  the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  an 
opportunity  of  inspecting  them  for  the  three  years  previous  to  their  visit.' 
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DiSPEKSARlliS, 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 
The  Assistant  Medical  Attendant. 


Munster. 
County  Cork. 


Examinations  taken  by 

The  dispensary  at  Kilworth  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  within  the  limits  of  the  W.p'Bo!rett!csq*j  n.d. 

district  for  whose  benefit  it  is  intended,  and  if  it  were  properly  conducted,  it  would  con-  

stitute  a very  adequate  and  sufficient  service  of  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  who  amount  to  Kilworth 

nearly  10,000,  forming  the  entire  population  of  the  parishes  of  Kilworth,  Macromey,  Dispensary. 

Kilcrumper  and  Leitrim.  The  district  extends  in  some  directions  to  a distance  of  nine  " ' ' ' 

miles ; however,  there  are  dispensaries  at  Mitchelstown  and  at  Ferinoy,  the  former  of  which  Population  and 

places  is  six  miles  off,  the  latter  only  three.  The  county  infirmary  at  Mallow  is  nearly  15  Extentof  Country. 

miles  distant,  and  contributes  but  very  little  to  remedy  the  inconvenience  which  is  felt  in  this 

town  and  neighbourhood  to  a great  extent  from  the  want  of  some  kind  of  accommodation  for  the 

reception  of  patients.  At  one  time  a nobleman  of  the  vicmity  expended  300  L in  the  erection  of 

a fever  hospital,  but  his  design  was  never  completed,'  nor  the  structure  applied  to  its  original 

purpose,  in  consequence  of  his  being  totally  unable  to  procure  any  co-operation  from  the 

other  gentlemen  of  the  country.  This  failure  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  a fever  hospital 

and  a ward  for  the  accommodation  of  a few  surgical  cases,  is  the  kind  of  accommodation 

most  peculiarly  desirable  for  a population  such  as  that  of  the  Kilworth  district;  the 

miserable  and  dirty  cabin  at  present  applied  to  tliis  purpose,  and  which  is  inhabited  by  an 

old  and  infirm  female  pensioner,  does  not  deserve  to  be  taken  into  any  account. 

The  dispensary  is  situated  in  the  main  street  of  the  town.  It  affords  all  the-  necessary  Buildin  Furniture 
convenience  and  is  very  well  kept,  but  it  appears  to  be  held  at  rather  too  high  a rate,  the  and  Groniids*"' 
annual  rent  being  10 /. 

The  regular  medical  attendant  of  the  dispensary  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University  Medical  Office, 
of  Edinburgh,  in  which  city  he  studied  midwifery  under  the  directions  of  Dr.  Hamilton. 

Previous  to  his  appointment  to  his  present  situation,  he  was  engaged  as  a private  prac- 
titioner in  the  town  of  Kilworth,  and  is  so  still.  He  has  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  committee 
to  a selection  which  he  has  made  of  an  assistant  in  the  person  of  another  medical  gentleman, 
who  is  in  the  habit  of  acting  with  him  in  the  performance  of  his  dispensary  duties  ; both 
these  individuals  reside  close  to  the  institution,  and  give  attendance  at  a fixed  hour  every 
day;  cases  of  accident  and  others  requiring  immediate  aid,  obtain  it  very  readily,  as  one  or 
the  other  of  the  gentlemen  is  always  on  the  spot,  and  ready  to  dispense  medicine  or  give 
whatever  relief  may  be  required.  The  control  of  the  committee  extends  equally  to  the 
medical  attendant  and  to  hfs  assistant,  and  is  fully  equal  to  check  any  irregularity  or  in- 
attention on  the  part  of  either.  It  is  also  stated  that  a poor  person  who  had  any  just  reason 
to  complain  of  neglect,  would  experience  every  facility  in  obtaining  redress  from  the  general 
meeting.  Their  mode  is  to  prefer  their  complaint  to  the  next  ensuing  general  meeting.  It 
is  then  incumbent  on  the  medical  attendant  to  show  either  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of 
complaint,  or  else  that  he  was  justifiably  prevented  from  attending  at  the  time. 

But  one  of  the  medical  officers  is  paid.  He  receives  a salary  of  60?.  a year,  and  pays  Payment, 
one-half  over  to  his  assistant.  Neither  is  allowed  for  either  lodging  or  for  any  kind  of  con- 
veyance. The  payment  cannot  be  considered  as  too  high. 

The  large  proportion  of  opulent  individuals  who  inhabit  the  neighbourhood  of  Kilworth,  Election, 
gives  reason  to  believe  that  the  district  would  not  be  deprived  of  a resident  medical  man, 
maintained  by  their  patronage,  even  if  there  were  no  emolument  derivable  from  a dispensary. 

At  present,  however-,  there  are  only  two  practitioners  in  the  district,  and  neither  would,  it  is 
stated,  consider  themselves  bound  to  give  either  their  time  or  advice  to  the  poor  without 
being  remunerated. 

The  pharmacy  is  held  in  a very  neat  and  commodious  room,  containing  the  usual  assort-  Pharmacy, 
merit  of  drawers  and  bottles,  all  in  tolerable  condition.  The  stock  of  medicine  was  also 
good,  but  did  not  contain  any  of  the  more  recently  introduced  prepai-ations,  except  quinine. 

The  annual  cost  of  the  supply  was  given  as  about  30?.,  and  the  articles  had  been  procured 
by  the  comnrittee  from  a druggist  in  Cork.  The  medicines  remain  always  under  lock  and 
key,  and  it  is  never  permitted  to  sell  any  portions  of  them.  There  was  a great  want  of  the 
necessary  surgical  instruments.  The  vei-y  few  that  had  been  procured,  were  altogether 
insufficieiit  for  the  pur-poses  of  the  charity.  Leeches  are  very  seldom  made  use  of  in 
the  pi-actice  of  this  dispensary.  'Vaccination  is  gratuitously  perfoi-med  when  application 
IS  niade  for  it,  and  between  two  and  three  hundred  persons  have  been  vaccinated  during 
the  last  three  months.  Still  a great  unwillingness  to  resort  to  the  practice  prevails  among 
a considerable  portion  of  the  population.  The  medical  attendant  is,  however,  disposed  to 
think  that  the  prejudice  has  begun  to  give  way,  and  that  a tendency  to  prefer  vaccination 
to  inoculation  with  variolous  matter  may  be  already  perceived.  His  own  opinion  is  very 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  preventive  efficacy  of  vaccination. 

A register  is  kept  of  applications  made, for  relief.  Particulars  are  given  of  the  disease  Putieiits’  Recisua- 
-iincter  which  each  applicant  labours,  likewise  of  the  treatment  which  ha.s  been  adopted,  and  tion. 

® ^®®ult  as  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained ; the  name  and  residence  of  the  patient  are  also 
entered.  When  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  at  Kilworth,  they  were  informed  that  the 
number  of  persons ' attended  at  their  dwellings  was  about  three  or  four,  while  those  who 
•came  to  the  dispensary  for  assistance  usually  amounted  to  more  than  30.  No  operation  of 
any  importance  had  been  perfonned  for  a period  of  three  years ; but  it  was  stated  that  from 
-0  to  30  lying-in  women  were  annually  attended. 
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Dispexsaries. 

^Mujister. 
County  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cnsack  Koney.esq. 
W.P.Borrett,  esq.,  M.n. 

Kilworth 

Dispensary. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


E.'clerii  Patients. 


General  Manage* 
inent. 
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The  subscribers  are  authorized  to  issue  a certain  number  of  orders  entitling;  the  bearers 
to  relief;  however,  when  a stranger  or  an  individual  in  evident  distress  solicits- aid,  the' 
medical  attendant  is  empowered  to  use  his  discretion,  and  give  them  the  necessary  medicine. 
He  is  in  all  instances  allowed  to  render  his  services  when  an  urgent  case  presents  itself. 
The  servants  of  subscribers  are  always  provided  with  advice  and  medicine  from  the  charity, 
and  as  the  upper  class  of  domestics  is  included  among  those  who  make  application,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  many  persons  are  assisted  at  it,  who  are  by  no  means  fit  objects^  for  its 
design.  With  respect  to  persons  of  this  class,  the  common  notion  among  them  is  that 
their  employers  subscribe  more  on  their  account  than  on  that  of  the  poor.  There  is  no 
instance  in  this  establishment  of  any  subscriptions  being  attended  witli  a stipulation  for 
relief  in  return,  but  the  Assistant  Commissioners  cannot  avoid  remarking  on  the  frequency 
■with  which  other  persons  besides  those  above-mentioned  and  whose  circumstances  by  no 
means  entitle  them  to  gratuitous  relief,  do  not  hesitate  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits 
of  the  charity.  One  of  the  medical  gentlemen  stated  that  “ he  was  no  later  than  last  week 
called  to  visit  a so  called  dispensary  patient  at  a distance  of  nine  miles.  The  man  proved 
to  have  a comfortable  farm  of  forty  acres  or  more  at  an  annual  rent.  He  was  well  able 
to  pay  for  advice.”  On  another  occasion  he  was  summoned  to  visit  a respectable  tenant 
resiaing  on  the  estate  of  one  of  the  governors  of  the  institution  at  a distance  of  about ' 
seven  miles.  He  repeated  his  visit,  and  his  colleague  saw  him  three  times,  without 
any  remuneration,  as  he  had  a dispensary  recommendation  from  his  landlord.  The  fol- 
lowing circumstance  affords  a still  more  flagrant  pTOofof  the  abuse  in  question.  The  medical 
attendant  was  called  to  see  the  wife  of  the  shepherd  of  a neighbouring  nobleman,  who  is  a sub- 
scriber to  the  charity.  His  wife  was  in  labour  of  her  first  child.  The  physician  was  in 
attendance  on  her  for  the  greater  part  of  two  days,  and  paid  her  at  least  a dozen  visits.  It 
should  be  mentioned  that  her  husband  received  between  forty  and  fifty  pounds  a year  in 
wages,  yet  he  offered  no  remuneration,  and  when  it  was  applied  for  he  refused,  on  the  ground 
that,  if  he  had  asked  for  a ticket,  he  would  have  immediately  obtained  it  either  from  the 
secretary  or  from  another  gentleman  residing  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  incident  occurred 
about  five  months  ago.  This  dispensary  in  particular,  as  well  as  many  others,  Castletown 
Roche  for  instance,  where  the  system  appears  to  be  carried  on  to  a far  greater  extent  than 
at  Kilworth,  is  by  no  means  established  with  a view  to  affording  medicine  and  medical 
relief  to  the  sick  poor,  so  much  as  for  securing  assistance  and  professional  attendance  for 
the  domestic  servants,  tenants,  and  dependants  of  all  kinds,  of  the  gentlemen  who  con- 
tribute to  its  support ; who  must  be  considered  solely  in  the  light  of  contributors  to  their 
own  convenience.  Ostensibly  the  institution  exists  forpublic  ends,  but  its  supporters  in  truth 
serve  their  own  ends  under  the  cloak  of  serving  the  public.  Greater  destitution  and  want,  or 
more  abject  poverty,  cannot  any  where  be  seen  than  among  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  and  it  is  but  too  apparent  that  they  receive  but  little  commiseration  or  kindly  regard  from 
those  from  whom  they  might  naturally  expect  both.  True  it  is  that  the  poor  have  access  to  the 
dispensary,  but  the  most  liberal  supply  of  medicine  will  not  answer  as  a substitute  for  food. 
A dispensary  would  perhaps  be  unnecessary  if  they  had  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome 
nutriment  and  of  proper  clothing,  at  the  same  time  it  is  equally  true  that  others  assert  their 
claims  to  the  assistance  of  the  dispensary  who  are  any  thing  but  proper  objects  for  the  re- 
ceipt of  it.  These  persons  threaten  their  landlord’s  displeasure  and  the  withdrawal  of  their 
subscription  if  their  applications  be  not  attended  to;  such  a system,  too,  besides  being  a gross 
abuse  in  itself,  presses  hardly  and  most  unfairly  upon  the  medical  men.  They  are  made  the 
“ drudges”  of  the  place,  and  debarred  at  the  same  time  from  acquiring  any  private  prac- 
tice, and  for  what  ‘!  for  the  mere  pitiance  of  thirty  pounds  each  as  a return  for  all  the 
troublesome  and  thankless  duties  wliich  they  have  to  perform;  any  system  which  is 
necessarily  accompanied  by  such  a state  of  things  is  far  more  calculated  to  do  harm 
than  good.  It  deserves  further  to  be  remarked  t&at  the  contributions  of  the  actual  sub- 
scribers do  not  by  any  means  bear  that  proportion  to  their  respective  means  and  re- 
sources which  might  justly  and  in  fairness  be  expected.  Men  possessing  some  thou- 
sands a year  from  property  in  the  district  subscribe  but  an  annual  guinea  to  the  dis- 
pensary, others  do  not  subscribe  at  all.  The  former  very  naturally  say,  “ Why  should 
we  give  more  than  a guinea,  as  that  sum  entitles  us  to  as  many  tickets  as  we  want  for 
our  dependants?”  The  latter  argue  on  the  needlessness  of  giving  any  contribution,  when 
their  dependants  can  easily  procure  tickets  in  some  other  quarter. 

On  three  days  in  the  week  extern  patients  are  received  at  the  institution  and  are  pre- 
scribed for.  The  sick  poor  are  also  visited  at  their  own' houses,  whenever  the  nature  of 
their  complaint  requires  that  they  should  receive  such  attention  ; sometimes  the  visit  is  re- 
peated twice  in  the  day.  The  medical  gentlemen  have  made  a division  of  the  labour 
of  this  part  of  their  duties.  One  visits  the  poor  of  the  town,  the  other  attends  through- 
out the  rural  portion  of  the  district,  and  is  not  unfrequently  obliged  to  ride  to  a distance 
of  six  or  eight  miles.  The  institution  possesses  all  the  bandages  and  splints  necessary  in 
the  treatment  of  fractures  and  other  accidents.  It  also  extends  its  aid  to  poor  women  when 
in  their  confinement,  but  only  when  their  case  is  attended  with  some  unusual  feature.  The 
midwives,  who  in  general  possess  this  branch  of  practice,  are  unfortunately  extremely  igno- 
rant, being  women  who  have  never  received  any  professional  instruction. 

In  the  absence  of  the  medical  attendant  in  chief,  as  well  as  of  the  gentleman  who  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  treasurer  to  the  institution,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  no  means 
of  obtaining  any  information  as  to  the  mode  of  managing  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary, 
or  as  to  the  duties  of  its  non-medical  officers. 

The  income  of  the  charity,  derived  partly  from  annual  subscriptions  and  partly  from  the 
county  by  an  annual  grant,  does  not  usually  exceed  100/.  per  annum.  The  sub- 
scriptions 
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scriptions  are  altogether  received  from  individuals  of  the  wealthier  class.  One  nobleman 
contributes  thirty  pounds  a year. 

The  principal  items  in  expenditure  are — 

£.  s.  d. 

The  salary  of  the  two  physicians  - - - - - -.60-- 

Medicines  - - - ~ - ~ ~ - - -30-- 

Rent  of  house  - - - - - “ ~ “ -10-- 


Dispensaries. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Exumiiiatioiis  taken  by 
Cusack  lloney,  esq. 
W.VJ3orreit,esq.,M.D. 


£. 100  - - 


Kilvjorth 

Dispensary. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant.* 


JLinnataloon 

Dispensary. 


The  distiict  to  which  the  Kinnataloon  dispensary  is  intended  is  of  considerable  extent, 
including  the  entire  barony  of  the  same  name,  together  with  part  of  two  adjoining  ones,  and  Population  and 
containing  a population  of  10,000  souls.  Some  points  of  its  limits  are  at  a distance  of  12  Extent  of  Country, 
or  14  miles  from  the  institution,  and  were  it  not  that  the  latter  has  been  judiciously  placed, 
and  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  not  proportionate  to  the  extent  of  country,  the  efficacy 
of  the  charity  would  be  materially  lessened  by  its  diffusion  over  too  large  a space.  It  is 
thouo-ht  that  a dispensary  district  should  not  under  ordinary  circumstances  possess  a greater 
diameter  than  four  or  five  miles.  There  is  no  intern  accommodation  in  Kinnataloon,  b^ut  the 
want  of  it  does  not  constitute  an  evil  of  any  magnitude,  as  the  poor  are  always  attended  at 
their  own  dwellings,  and  are,  besides,  averse  to  becoming  inmates  of  hospitals,  to  which  their 
friends  do  not  permit  them  to  be  taken.  Nevertheless,  the  medical  attendant  thinks  that 
good  might  come  of  the  establishment  of  a small  infirmary,  with  about  half  a dozen  beds  for 
the  reception  of  accidents  and  patients  labouring  under  infectious  fevers.  This  could  not 
fell  to  be  useful  in  a district  so  secluded  and  so  far  removed  from  any  important  town.  Kin- 
nataloon dispensary  is  situated  half  way  between  Fermoy  and  Tullow,  and  is  the  only  medi- 
cal charity  in  the  district. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  one  of  the  thatched  houses  of  the  village.  It  is  not  in  very  good  Building,  Furniture 
repair,  and  there  is  hut  little  neatness  to  be  observed  about  it.  It  consists  of  one  room  on  and  Grounds, 
the  ground-floor  divided  by  a pai-tition  of  boards  into  two  compartments,  namely,  a passage 
in  wliich  the  patients  wait, 'and  a part  applied  to  the  pharmaceutical  arrangements.  In  this 
were  a desk,  a counter,  a few  drawers  and  bottles,  &c.  and  ail  wore  an  old  and  rather 
shabby  appearance.  The  premises  are  given  rent  free  by  a gentleman  who  is  the  principal 
landowner  in  the  village. 

There  is  but  one  medical  officer,  a gentleman  of  about  50  years  of  age,  who  is  a graduate  of  Medical  Officer, 
the  Edinburgh  University,  and  possesses  from  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital  a diploma  which 
entitles  him  to  practise  midwifery.  He  was  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant  to  the 
institution  in  the  year  1805  at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  with  whose  permission 
he  still  is  engaged  in  private  practice.  Before  his  appointment  he  resided  at  Youghal,  he 
now  resides  a short  way  outside  the  village,  and  is  unconnected  with  any  other  public  medi- 
cal establishment.  It  is  understood  that  in  case  of  his  illness  or  of  any  cduse  requiring  his 
unavoidable  absence,  he  would  he  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  a regularly 
educated  medical  practitioner  as  his  substitute.  Regularity  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
is  ensured  by  the  control  which  the  committee  possess  over  his  conduct,  and  it  is  stated, 
that  the  poor  also  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  any  negligence  or  inattention  on  his  part, 
by  lodging  a complaint  in  the  hands  of  the  subscriber  throuo-h  whose  recommendation  they 
had  obtained  a right  to  demand  his  services.  It  is  understood  that  a medical  officer  who  had 
ceased  to  possess  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  people  would  not  be  retained  in 
connexion  with  this  dispensary.  • Under  ordmary  circumstances  the  physician  has  not  any 
assistant  or  pupil  to  act  on  emergency  during  his  occasional  absence,  he  is,  therefore,  under 
the  necessity  of  at  all  times  dispensing  the  medicines  in  person. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  105/.  per  annum,  and  is  unaccompanied  with  any  Payment, 
allowance  for  a horse,  or  for  a residence.  The  amount  of  payment  under  this  head  is,  it  is 
admitted,  nearly  altogether  dependent  on  the  discretion  of  the  subscribers.  The  grand  jury 
have  it  in  their  power  to  withhold  their  annual  grant,  but  they  have  not  hitherto  attempted 
to  interfere  in  its  application ; another  abuse  which,  from  the  entire  absence  of  any  superior 
control  in  these  matters,  is  not  only  likely  to  happen,  but  which  it  is  stated  has  occurred 
in  other  places,  is,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  medical  man,  who  may  be  suffi- 
ciently dishonest  for  the  purpose,  to  combine  with  a few  riends  to  erect,  by  means 
of  a list  of  apparent  subscriptions,  a dispensary,  wliich  thereby  becomes  entitled  to 
a proportionate  grant  from  the  county.  This  may  be  done  where  the  existence  of  a dis- 
pensary is  either  not  at  all  wanted,  or  where,  through  the  pre-existence  of  similar  charities, 
it  has  been  rendered  altogether  superfluous.  In  other  counties  measures  have  been  taken 


* The  Assistant  Commissioners  did  not  give  notice  of  tl.eir  intention  to  visit  this  charitj',  the  medical 
attendant  was  therefore  the  only  pei'son  examined ; hut  much  inforuiation  was  also  procured  from 
several  individuals  residing  in  the  village. 
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to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  jobs  of  the  kind  in  question.  In  the  county  Roscommon  the 
grand  jury  have  limited  the  annual  salary  of  a dispensary  surgeon  to  50 1. 

Whenever  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  situation  of  medical  attendant,  notice  of  the  intention 
of  the  subscribers  to  proceed  to  a new  election  is  given  by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers 
and  a statement  is  added  that  all  candidates  will  be  expected  to  produce  a degree  or  di- 
ploma from  some  recognized  university.  In  making  the  new  appointment  there  is  no  limi- 
tation as  to  the  age  of  the  candidates,  nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  grand  jury  should  be 
consulted  on,  or  advised  of  any  part  of  the  proceeding.  At  the  last  election  there  was  zio 
competition,  and  the  present  gentleman  was  chosen  unanimously.  The  votes  consisted  only 
of  those  who  had  in  all  things  complied  with  the  regulations  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
Although  there  are  a considerable  number  of  opuleirt  individuals  residing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kinnataloon,  yet  they  are  barely  sufficient  to  maintain  a medical  man  by  their  patronage 
independent  of  a salary  from  a public  establishment.  The  gentleman  who  attends  the  dis- 
pensaiy  is,  in  fact,  the  only  resident  practitioner.  Retiring  allowances  or  superannuations 
would  not  be  allowed  by  this  charity.  There  has  not  occurred  any  death  among  the  officers 
who  have  been  attached  to  it. 

• The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  the  arrangements  of  the  pharmacy  in  a state  of 
tolerable  neatness ; the  medicines  were  of  a good  quality,  but  perhaps  not  sufficient  in 
quantity;  they  did  not  observe  any  quinine  or  morphia,  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
those  preparations  ai’e  absolutely  necessary  in  dispensary  practice.  -The  medicines  had  been, 
purchased  from  iVJ  r.  Dargaville,  an  apothecary  and  chemist  in  Cork,  and  had  been  paid  for  by 
the  treasurer  at  the  order  of  the  committee,  they  had  cost  annually  during  the  last  three 
years  something  under  45 1.  Every  article  is  preserved  under  lock  and  key,  and  it  is  never 
permitted  to  sell  any  one  of  them,  being  kept  quite  distinct  from  those  intended  for  the 
private  patients  of  the  medical  attendant.  There  were  not  any  surgical  instruments  worth 
mentioning,  certainly  not  a sufficiency  for  the  most  ordinary  purposes  ; leeches  also,  it  was 
stated,  were  very  seldom  resorted  to,  on  account  of  their  high  cost  and  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  them  without  loss.  The  performance  of  vaccination  is  not  imposed  on  the  surgeon 
as  a duty  by  the  rules  of  the  charity,  but  he  is  in  the  habit  of  inserting  the  cow-pox  gra- 
tuitously to  some  extent,  and  he  speaks  very  favourably  of  its  powers  in  producing  an 
immunity  from  small-pox ; that  disease  prevails  occasionally  in  the  district,  and  the  germs 
of  it  are  always  kept  alive  by  the  common  custom  to  which  the  poorer  classes  adhere,  by 
having  their  children  inoculated  with  the  virus  of  it. 

The  recommendatory  tickets  of  all  patients  who  apply  for  relief  are  filed  ; the  date  of  their 
application,  their  name,  age  and  residence,  together  with  the  nature  of  their  disease  and  the 
mode  of  treatment  adopted  in  it,  are  all  entered  in  a register  which  is  kept  by  the  medical 
attendant ; no  mention,  however,  is  made  of  the  instances  in  which  the  aid  of  the  charity  is 
refused.  At  the  date  of  the  present  examination  the  physician  was  in  attendance  on  three 
poor  persons  at  their  own  dwellings,  and  he  stated,  that  usually  about  30  new  tickets  were 
presented  each  public  day  in  addition  to  those  on  which  relief  had  been  already  given. 
Within  the  last  three  years  there  had  been  but  one  operation  of  any  importance,  namely,  an 
amputation;  but  during  that  time  between  30  and  40  poor  women  had  been  attended  in 
their  confinement. 

Each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of  orders  (to  which  his  own 
signature  is  sufficient)  entitling  the  bearer  to  the  aid  of  the  dispensary ; without  one  of  these 
orders  (except  in  cases  of  an  urgent  and  distressing  kind)  the  surgeon  cannot  be  called  on 
for  his  gratuitous  services  to  any  one.  The  household  servants  of  subscribers  are  always 
attended,  and  a few  instances  have  also  occurred  where  individuals  have  imposed  on 
governors,  and  have  through  them  contrived  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity, 
although  by  no  means  in  circumstances  which  would  render  them  fit  objects  for  gratuitous 
relief.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  stated,  that  some  of  the  subscribers  have  withheld  their  usual 
contributions  solely  on  the  ground  that  advice  and  medicine  had  been  refused  to  their  tenants 
at  the  dispensary,  they  being  persons  who  it  was  well  known  could  veiy  conveniently  afford 
to  pay  for  themselves.  It  would  appear  that  some  of  the  poorer  subscribers  obtain  a very 
adequate  return  for  the  amount  of  their  contributions ; there  are  two  of  them  who  for  a 
subscription  of  10^.  each  acquire  a right  to  gratuitous  attendance  for  themselves  and 
family. 

In  addition  to  the  advice  and  medicine  which  is  given  to  the  extern  patients  who  apply 
on  public  days  at  the  dispensary,  the  sick  poor  are  also  attended  at  their  own  dwellings  in 
all  parts  of  the  barony  of  Kinnataloon.  It  is  stated  that  should  the  nature  of  the  patient’s 
illness  require  such  attention,  two  or  even  more  visits  would  be  paid  him  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  that  if  the  case  were  one  of  very  great  emergency  attendance  would  not  be  refused 
at  night.  The  institution  is  very  poorly  provided  with  the  splints  and  bandages  which  are 
indispensable  for  the  efficacious  ti'eatment  of  fractures  and  other  accidents.  In  difficult  or 
dangerous  circumstances  lying-in  women  are  authorized  to  demand  the  assistance  of  the 
medical  attendant.  In  ordinary  cases  they  are  usually  attended  by  raidwives,  whose  want 
of  skill  renders  them  very  unfit  for  the  duty  which  they  undertake ; numerous  instances  of 
very  serious  mischief  arc  attributed  to  their  ignorance.  The  medical  attendant  does  not 
compound  any  prescriptions  but  his  own. 

No  wine  or  other  article  of  diet  is  furnished  to  the  poor  by  the  Kinnataloon  dispensary, 
nor  is  there  any  institution  that  does  so  in  any  part  of  the  district. 

The  general  management  of  all  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary  rests  with  the  subscribers  at 
large,  who  are  annually  summoned  to  attend  a general  meeting,  not  more,  however,  than 
eight  or  ten  members  ordinarily  obey  the  call,  but  that  number  is  sufficient  to  constitute  a- 
meeting. 

There 
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There  is  also  a managing  committee,  who,  according  to  the  rules,  should  meet  at  least 
once  every  quarter  ; 'this  has  not  been  done  since  last  May.  Immediately  before  the  assizes 
the  establishment  is  inspected  by  the  members  of  a boarS  of  supeiintendence  appointed  by 
the  grand  jury,  but  at  no  other  time  is  the  working  of  it  controlled  by  any  person  in 
authority,  as  none  of  the  governors  ever  visit  it  officially. 

There  is  but  one  non-medical  officer,  a gentleman  who  discharges  the  duties  of  both 
secretary  and  treasurer ; for  neither  office  does  he  receive  any  payment,  but  in  the  latter  he 
does  not  give  the  security  which  is  required  by  one  of  the  clauses  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
There  are  not  any  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  appointments  made  to  these  honoraiy  offices, 
but  it  is  stated  that  they  have  always  been  free  from  any  interference  of  sectarian  feelino-. 

Tlae  attendant  is  retained  to  take  care  of  the  dispensary;  he  receives  2/.  a year,  and  has 
no  other  allowance. 

Once  a year  reports  relative  to  the  several  concerns  of  the  charity  are  laid  before  the 
members  of  the  grand  jury.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  directed  their  attention  to  the 
opinions  of  the  inhabitants,  as  to  tlie  utility  of  the  formation  of  a permanent  board  of  health 
or  sanatory  authority  in  the  district ; the  general  idea  was  that  such  an  establishment  was  in 
no  degree  necessary.  It  was  at  the  same  time  ascertained,  that  there  were  a very  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  who  would  be  every  way  qualified  and  willing  to  take  a part  in 
any  investigation  which  w'ould  be  likely  to  lead  to  a bettering  of  the  condition  of  the  poor. 

Annual  subscriptions  and  the  grant  of  the  grand  jury  compose  the  entire  income  of  the 
dispensary;  both  together  amount  on  an  average  of  late  years  to  about  150Z.  per  annum.  A 
nobleman  who  possesses  considerable  property  in  tire  district  contributes  20/.  a year; 
another  individual  ^ives  5 /.  These  are  the  only  large  subscriptions,  and  they  do  not  by 
any  means  form  the  chief  dependance  of  the  charity,  which  would,  however,  suffer  very 
materially  if  they  were  to  be  discontinued. 

The  funds  remain  at  all  times  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

The  principal  expenses  of  the  dispensary  are — , 


X.  s.  a. 

Physician’s  salary  -------  105  — - 

Medicine  (about)'  - - - - - - - _4o-- 

Carriage  - - - - ' - - - - 2 - - 

Attendant  - --  --  --  --  2 — - 


£.149  - - 


Before  any  bill  can  be  paid,  it  must  have  been  previously  examined  by  the  committee ; an 
order  is  then  given  by  the  treasurer  for  its  amount. 


No  person  attended  at  this  dispensary  at  the  period  at  which  the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  given 
notice  that  they  would  hold  an  inquiry.  The  medical  attendant,  at  a subsequent  period,  stated  that 
he  had  not  received  the  letter  of  summons,  though  put  into  the  office  four  days  before. 

This  dispensary  is  well  situated  for  the  affording  medical  relief  to  a very  numerous  popu- 
lation, who  inhabit  a wild  and  mountainous  tract  of  country,  whose  nearest  point  is  about 
fifteen  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  Cork.  The  absence  of  the  medical  attendant,  as  well 
as  of  any  other  witness,  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  Assistant  Commissioners  to  procure 
any  information  as  to  the  general  management  or  capabilities  of  the  institution. 

Tlie  building  itself  is  0?  brick  and  mortar,  one  story  in  height,  containing  a very  good, 
room  for ’prescribing  and  dispensing  medicines,  and  a small  waiting  room  inside.  Tlie  fur- 
niture is  limited  to  a few  new  chairs.  The  portion  of  the  dispensary,  on  a rising  ground,  is 
excellent  with  regard  to  wholesome  and  good  air,  and  at  the  same  time  enjoys  a supply  of 
pure  water.  It  possesses  no  baths.  Owing  to  the  causes  above  mentioned,  the  nature  of 
the  tenure  whereby  the  premises  were  held  could  not  be  ascertained. 

The  medical  attendant  of  this  dispensary  is  also  attached  to  another  similar  institution  in 
the  neighbourhood.  In  the  one  at  present  under  consideration,  he  acts  as  surgeon,  phy- 
sician, apothecary  and  accoucheur ; but  does  not  reside  at  it.  In  his  absence,  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  directed  some  questions  to  his  apprentice,  whom  they  found  in  the  act  of 
prescribing  and  distributing  medicines  to  the  assembled  patients,  acting  in  every  thing  as 
his  masters  substitute,  the  duties  of  which  lie  admitted  he  was  in  the  habit  of  frequently 
performing. 

He  was  asked  whether  a certain  ‘medicine  existed  among  those  which  were  displayed  on 
the  shelves?  Hareplied,  no;  although  the  article  was  present  in  considerable  quantity. 
He  also  stated  tha;t  he  possessed  abundance  of  another  drug,  hut  when  desired  to  produce  it, 
he  pointed  out  one  of  a totally  different  description.  When  he  was  questioned  with  respect 
to  his  knowledge  of  disease,  he  said  he  had  studied  it  from  books.  He  had  never  attended 
any  place  to  leam  it,  neither  shop,  surgery  nor  hospital.  He  was  pressed  upon  one  or  two 
points  in  the  -treatment  of  ordinary  disorders ; but  having  made  some  answers  which 
betrayed  the  grossest  ignorance,  he  suddenly  stopped  and  refused  to  submit  to  any  further 
interrogatories,  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  he  was  bound  to  answer  or  not.  He  was 
told  that  there  was  no  power  to  compel  him,  on  which  he  declined  holding  any  further 
communication  with  the  Assistant  Commissioners.  It  was,  however,  ascertained,  that  he 
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not  only  received  patients  at  the  dispensary,  but  that  he  was  permitted  to  visit  the  sick  at 
their  own  abodes.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  regret  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that  his  man- 
ners and  language  left  on  their  minds  an  impression  of  excessive  ignorance. 

The  pharmacy  is  held  in  a room  presenting  tolerable  convenience  for  the  purpose.  It 
contained  a display  of  bottles  and  pill  boxes,  which  had  much  the  appearance  of  having  been 
recently  procured,  and  seemed  to  have  been  set  foith  under  an  expectation  of  an  approaching 
investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  establishment.  The  supply  of  medicine  was,  however, 
of  a good  quality  ; but  there  was  neither  quinine  nor  morphia,  nor  indeed  any  but  the  most 
ordinary  preparations.  It  was  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  above-mentioned 
apprentice ; and  it  appeared  from  his  admission,  as  well  as  from  the  testimony  of  some 
letters,  that  it  was  quite  usual  to  sell  portions  of  the  drugs'  to  certain  classes  of  patients. 
There  were  neither  pharmaceutical  apparatus  nor  surgical, instruments ; and  it  was  stated 
that  leeches  were  never  adopted  in  tlie  practice  of  the  dispensary. 

Patients  are  relieved  at  the  dispensary  on  three  days  in  each  week ; and  those  whose 
sickness  confines  them  to  their  dwellings  are  visited  at  home,  but  the  charity  does  not 
possess  any  of  the  splhits  or  bandages  requisite  for  the  pi-oper  treatment  of  fractures  and 

Thus  far,  with  respect  to  the  topics  of  investigation  enjoined  in  their  instructions,  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  were  enabled  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  direct  evidence  by  having 
recourse  to  observation.  On  the  points  of  the  general  management  of  the  institution,  its 
finances  and  its  expenditure,  they  had  no  means  of  obtaining  any  information  whatever. 
They  cannot,  however,  conclude,  ^vithout  again  soliciting  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the 
facts  which  have  been  already  detailed,  and  wliich  they  conceive  are  abundantly  sufficient 
to  establish  the  necessity  that  exists  for  the  creation  of  some  control  or  medical  surveillance 
over  all  charities  destined  for  the  same  purposes  as  the  one  at  present  under  consideration 
professes  to  be.  From  what  they  have  already  seen  of  dispensaries  in  the  east  riding  of  the 
county  of  Cork,  they  feel  justified  in  putting  forward  the  opinion  that  a legislative  measure  is 
called  for,  in  order  to  place  them  all  on  a footing,  different  from  that  which  they  have  hitherto 
occupied.  Dispensaries  are  usually  originated  with  the  pretext  of  supj>lying  the  wants  of 
the  poor,  but,  constituted  as  a large  proportion  of  them  are  at  present,  it  is  impossible  that 
they  can  effect  such  a purpose,  and  if  any  of  them  may  be  supposed  to  resemble  that  of 
Magourney,  it  may  be  safely  stated  that  all  such  are  more  likely  to  shorten  the  lives  of 
those  who  apply  to  it,  than  to  prolong  them. 


— — — The  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  this  dispensary  without  having  given  any  previous 

Omtcrhavcn  intimation  of  their  intention.  On  making  inquiry  in  the  town  of  Kinsale,  of  the  apothecary 

Dispensary.  who  supiilied  the  establishment  with  medicine,  they  were  informed  that  they  would  not  find 

the  medical  attendant  at  home  until  after  four  o’clock,  as  he  was  daily  engaged  up  to  that 

hour  in  visiting  the  poor  of  his  district.  The  Assistant  Commissioners,  however,  arrived  at 
his  house  about  two  o'clock,  and  found  that  he  was  still  in  bed,  and  had  not  been  out  of  it 
during  that  day.  After  they  had  waited  for  nearly  an  hour,  the  person  in  question  descended, ' 
having  the  appearance  of  one  who  had  been  most  inopportuiieW  disturbed  in  his  repose, 
half  dressed,  and  still  bearing  traces  of  excess  in  drinking.  He  admitted,  w'ithout  any 
hesitation,  that  he  did  not  possess  any  degree  or  qualification  whatsoever,  entitling  him  to  prac- 
tise either  as  surgeon,  physician,  accoucheur  or  apothecary,  under  which  circumstances  it  was 
deemed  unnecessary  to  procure  any  detailed  answers  to  the  series  of  questions.  On  pro- 
ceedins  to  the  place  where  patients  were  usually  received,  it  was  found  to  be  an  out-house, 
without  medicine  of  any  kmd,  and  unprovided  witli  any  thing  which  would  denote  the  end 
for  which  the  sick,  who  were  intrusted  to  the  care  of  a practitioner  of  such  equivocal 
claims  were  admitted ; fortunately  the  number  of  those  who  sought  his  aid  were  few. 
A boatman  to  whom  some  questions  on  the  subject  were  addressed,  stated  that  “ the  doctor 
would  not  give  medicine  to  any  one  who  applied  for  it,  unless  it  was  paid  for,  and  that  few 
applied  for  it,  as  they  could  get  it  better  and  cheaper  elsewhere.”  The  habits,  manners  and 
education  of  the  medical  attendant  are  such  as  forbid  the  supposition  that  he  is  in  the 
smallest  degree  qualified  for  the  trust  which  has  been  reposed  in  him.  The  Assistant  Com- 
missioners quitted  the  place  disgusted  with  what  they  had  seen,  and  they  feel  it  to  be  quite 
unnecessary  to  add  any  further  account  of  this  disgraceful  establishment.  What  has  been 
already  stated,  establishes  a case  which  loudly  calls  for  the  interference  of  the  Legislature 
to  protect  the  lives  of  the  poor,  and  to  prevent  the  fraud  which  is  practised  in  the  county, 
by  tlie  shameful  misapplication  of  tlie  funds  which  are  granted  by  the  grand  jury  for  the 
maintenance  of  such  a flagrant  abuse. 

The  prolonged  existence  of  this  institution  was  in  some  measure  explained,  on  a subse- 
quent day,  by  the  rector  of  the  parish,  who  solicited  a repetition  of  the  examination.  He 
concurred  in  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  of  facts  as  given  in  the  preceding  lines,  and  of 
the  opinions  deduced  from  them  ; but  he  stated  in  extenuation,  that  the  medical  attendant 
was  of  a respectable  family  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  as  his  habits  incapacitated  him 
for  any  thing  else,  he  was  permitted  to  retain  his  present  situation  through  charitable 
motives,  although  the  subscribers  were  well  aware  of  his  character.  The  reverend  gentle- 
man was  askedi  “ Whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  form  a subscription  for  the  express 
support  of  the  unfortunate  man,  than  to  inflict  perhaps  irreparable  injury  on  the  poor  of 
the  district,  by  throwing  them  into  his  hands?”  He  agreed  at  once  that  such  a step  would 
be  the  most  correct,  and  said  that  the  matter  had  not  presented  itself  to  him  in  that 
light.” 
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Dispensaries. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination.  ,, 

Munster. 

County  Cork. 

Thomas  Parsons  Bol.ind,  esq. — Mr..  Robert  Clarke. — Mr.  Hennesst. — Dr.  Johnson. — 

Rev.  Richard  Loyd,  curate. — Mr.  .Tohn  Roberts.  ^amln^ioDs  taken  by 

Cusack  Roney, esq. 
W.P.Borrctt,  esq.,  m.d. 

The  district  attached  to  the  Passage  and  Monkstown  dispensary  is  considered  by  the  . 

ivitnesses  as  rather  too  large.  It  extends  about  four  miles  and  a half  in  all  directions,  and  Passage  and 

contains  a population  of  nearly  6,000  souls,  who  are  entirely  dependent  on  it  for  medical  Monkstown 

relief.  It  is  stated  at  the  same  time,  that  there  has  never  been  occasion  to  refuse  extern  Dispensary, 

aid  in  advice  and  medicine  to  any  one  applying  under  the  proper  conditions.  The  want  of  ' 
intern  accommodation  is  the  inconvenience  which  is  most  severely  felt,  and  which  it  would  Population  and 
be  most  desirable  to  remedy;  with  this  view,  it  is  proposed  by  the  gentlemen  present  at  Extent  of  Country, 
this  examination,  that  medical  districts  of  a definite  extent  should  be  formed,  and  that  to 


each  of  these  districts  a dispensary  for  granting  extern  aid  should  be  attached,  and  that 
with  a certain  number  of  them,  greater  or  less  according  to  local  circumstances,  a small 
hospital  should  be  connected,  capable  of  containing  a few  fever  patients  and  some  spare 
beds  for  cases  of  accident  and  surgical  disease.  The  only  medical  charity  in  the  countiy 
surrounding  Passage  is  the  dispensary  at  Douglass,  at  a distance  of  about  four  miles  and 
a half. 


The  dispensary  is  held  on  the  first  floor  of  a house,  which  is  hired  for  its  purposes  at  Building,  Furniture 
a rent  of  12Z.  a year,  from  a gentleman  who  is  a member  of  the  managing  committee,  and  Grounds; 
Although  it  is  only  held  from  year'  to  year,  yet  no  inconvenience  has  hitherto  arisen  from  Medical  Officers, 
this  precarious  mode  of  tenure.  It  were,  however,  to  be  wished,  that  all  similar  buildings 
were  tlie  permanent  property  of  the  county.  The  ground  floor  is  occupied  as  a druggist’s 
shop  by  the  medical  assistant.  There  is  no  garden  nor  any  out-buildings. 

The  medical  attendant  had  been  a practitioner  in  the  city  of  Cork.  He  now  resides 
within  about  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  institution,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  the  conjoined 
capacities  of  physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecary  in  the  year  1828.  He  is 
a graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  possesses  a certificate  of  having  studied 
midwifeiy  in  that  city.  His  age  at  present  is  al.  He  is  still  engaged  in  private  prac- 
tice, but  holds  no  second  appointment,  and  is  bound  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  for 
tlie  relief  of  the  poor  eveiy  morning  from  fen  until  eleven  o’clock.  When  absent  on 
unavoidable  business,  he  is  permitted  to  provide  a substitute,  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  the  committee.  This  has  been  done  on  some  occasions,  but  he  is  at  all  times 


subject  to  the  control  of  the  managing  committee,  who  have  full  power  to  check  any 
in-egularity  or  inattention  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  a power  with  which,  it  is 
stated,  the  poor  are  perfectly  well  acquainted,  and  of  which  they  have  in  several 
instances  shown  their  readiness  to  avail  themselves,  by  the  frequent  complaints  wliich 
have  proceeded  from  them  tlrrough  different  subscribers.  The  daily  hours  of  attend- 
ance are  considered  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  due  performance  of  all  the  ordinary 
services  that  are  required  from  the  physician,  and  as  he  possesses  an  assistant,  there 
is  always  some  one  on  the  spot  ready  to  afford  aid  in  cases  which  admit  of  no  delay. 

Medicine  is  dispensed  both  by  the  medical  attendant  and  by  his  assistant. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  guaranteed  to  be  not  under  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  Payment, 
and  it  is  understood  that  he  is  to  receive  any  surplus  which  may  exist  at  the  tei-mina- 
tion  of  the  year.  He  is  also  provided  with  a house,  but  not  with  any  mode  of  con- 
veyance. As  to  the  amount  oi  remuneration  which  may  be  awarded  to  a medical  man 
in  return  for  his  professional  services,  it  rests  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the  subscribers. 

The  grand  jury  can  no  otherwise  regulate  it  than  by  the  power  which  they  possess  ol 
stopping  their  usual  yearly  grant.  Li  the  present  instance  there  are  some  grounds  for 
supposing  that  an  institution  has  been  unnecessarily  set  on  foot  more  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  an  appointment  for  an  individual  than  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

The  subscribers  of  a guinea  annually  are  alone  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election  of  a Election, 
medical  attendant.  The  grand  jmy  are  not  made  acquainted  with  any  portion  of  the 
proceedings,  nor  are  they  consulted  as  to  the  qualifications  and  fitness  of  the  success- 
ful candidate.  When  last  a vacancy  o.ccurred,  an  advertisement  was  inserted  in  the  pub- 
lic journals  intimating  that  on  a certain  day  a new  election  would  take  place,  and  that 
all  candidates  (without  any  limitation  as  to  age)  would  be  expected  to  possess  tlie  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  from  some  recognized  university  ; there  was  no  notice  that  any  qualification 
as  apothecary  would  be  required.  The  present  attendant  does  not,  in  fact,  possess  any. 

Four  candidates  presented  themselves.  The  vicinity  of  Passage  and  Monkstown  abounds 
in  residents  of  easy  circumstances  so  far  as  regards  numbers,  they  are  fully  adequate  to  ' 
maintain  a medical  man  among  them,  but  it  happens  that  there  does  not  reside  one  of 
that  class  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  attendant  of  the  dispensary,  and  it  is 
stated  that  his  services  would  not  be  given  to  the  poor,  unless  he  was  remunerated  for  his 
time  and  trouble. 

The  apartment  jn  which  the  medicine  is  dispensed  to  the  poor  in  connexion  with  this  Fharmaev. 
charity  can  hardly  be  considered  as  part  of  the  institution.  It  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  . 
an  apothecary’s  shop,  the  apothecary  being  the  medical  attendant  who  contracts  to  supply 
to  the  patients  for  a certain  yearly  sum  the  medicines  which  he  himself  orders,  and  wliich 
If  appears  (from  a bill  shown  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners)  he  is  accustomed  to  procure 
from  a painter  and  glazier.  The  shop  certainly  contained,  with  the  exception  of  quinine  and 
morphia,  all  the  medicines  usually  adopted  in  practice,  but  there  was  no  surety  that  the  at- 
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Munster. 
County  Cork, 

Examinations  taltcn  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.  Borrett,  esq.,M.D. 

Passage  and 
Monkstoun 
Dispensary, 


Patients’  Regis* 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Pauents. 


Nourishment. 

General 

Management. 


Managing 

Committee. 


Officers  not 
medical. 


tending  physician  or  his  journeyman,  (under  whose  charge  the  dispensary  drugs  were  said 
to  remain)  should  not  supply  the  poorer  patients  with  an  article  very  different  from  that 
which  to  all  appearance,  existed  for  their  use.  This  was  the  more  likely  to  occur,  as  the 
former  individual  had  a positive  interest  in  so  doing,  inasmuch  as  he  was  considered  to  he 
entitled  to  all  the  surplus  remaining  from  the  incoine  of  the  charity  after  its  yearly  expen- 
diture had  been  provided  for.  It  was  not  therefore  possible  to  ascertain  what  had  been  the 
actual  cost  of  medicine,  for  any  previous  year.  The  medicmes  intended  for  private  and  those 
for  dispensary  practice  were  all  kept  together,  and  although  a cupboard  was  pointed  out  in 
which  were  said  to  be  the  articles  for  the  latter  puipose,  it  was  found  on  inspection  to  con- 
tain nothing  but  some  refuse  drugs,  in  such  a condition  as  to  preservation  and  distribution 
as  gave  the  public  clearly  to  understand  that  if  they  wished  to  have  medicines  good  for  any 
thing,  they  should  purchase  them  at  the  shop.  There  were  not  any  surgical  instruments, 
and  it  was  stated  that  leeches  were  never  used,  on  account  of  the  expense.  The  children  of 
the  poor  are  gratuitously  vaccinated  at  this  institution,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  re- 
gular days  have  been  appointed  for  the  purpose,  nor  airy  system  adopted  whatever.  The 
opinion  of  the  medical  attendant  is  very  strong  as  to  the  preventive  efficacy  of  the  practice, 
and  he  states  that  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  it  is  very  generally  on  the  increase. 
Small-pox  has  ceased  to  be  common  in  the  district,  although  inoculation  with  variolous 
matter  is  not  against  the  rules  of  the  dispensaiy.  The  physician  states  he  has  always 
refrained  from  it. 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register  of  the  number  who  receive  relief  from  the  charity. 
He  records  the  name  of  the  patient,  liis  age,  and  his  residence,  and  the  nature  of  the  disease 
for  which  he  seeks  advice.  The  termination  of  the  disease  is  also  in  a few  instances  men- 
tioned. On  an  average  of  the  last  three  years,  about  one  tliousand  persons  have  been  annu- 
ally  relieved,  and  it  is  stated  that  none  have  been  refused  assistance.  When  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  visited  the  institution,  there  were  two  poor  persons  attended  at  their  homes 
by  the  physician,  and  usually  about  eight  individuals  came  to  the  dispensary  on  public  days. 
The  number  of  lying-in  women  who  receive  assistance  each  year  averages  about  nine.  None 
would  be  attended  but  in  difficult  cases. 

All  persons  who  obtain  the  recommendatoiy  order  of  a subscriber  are  entitled  to  apply  for 
the  advice  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  to  receive  the  necessary  medicine.  As  these  recom- 
mendations can  he  procured  with  the  greatest  facility,  and  as  each  governor  may  issue  an 
unlimited  number  of  them,  there  is  little  chance  that  any  one,  even  a stranger,  can  be 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  charity.  On  tire  contrary,  the  facOity  enables  many  indi- 
viduals to  obtain  gratuitous  assistance  whose  circumstances  by  no  means  fenders  such 
necessary. 

In  addition  to  the  patients  who  are  relieved  at  the  dispensary,  those  poor  persons  whom 
sickness  confines  to  their  homes  are  visited  by  the  physician,  provided  the  distance  of  their 
dwellings  do  not  exceed  four  miles  and  a half  from  the  town  j that  gentleman  observes  that 
he  is  in  the  habit  of  visiting  patients  who  labour  under  any  acute  disease  at  least  once  a 
day.  He  considers  occasional  attendance  as  of  hardly  any  use  in  such  circumstances,  and 
only  likely  to  do  good  where  the  affection  partakes  of  a slow  or  chronic  character.  He  fre- 
quently is  called  upon  to  see  patients  at  night.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  inquired  into 
wffiat  provision  of  y)lints,  bandages,  &c.,  had  been  made  for  the  treatment  of  fractures  and 
other  accidents.  They  were  told,  that  every  thing  necessary  for  the  purpose  existed,  but 
when  a desire  was  expressed  to  see  them  they  could  not  be  produced,  and  it  was  stated  in 
explanation,  that  they  were  in  use  among  extern  patients.  However,  on  looking  over  the 
register  of  cases,  it  appeared  that  not  a single  case  requiring  such  applications  was  under 
treatment.  Attendance  on  poor  women  whilst  in  their  confinement  forms  part  of  the  duties 
of  the  attending  physician,  but  only  when  their  cases  present  some  unusual  difficulty  or 
complication.  At  other  times,  they  have  no  other  aid  than  that  afforded  by  the  country 
midwives,  who  are  represented  to  possess  very  few  qualifications  for  the  purpose,  and  to  he 
not  seldom  the  cause  of  much  suffering  and  injury  to  those  who  place  themselves  in  their 
hands.  No  other  prescriptions  are  made  up  for  the  poor  at  this  charity  than  those  of  the 
attending  physician. 

The  sick  poor  are  not  supplied  with  any  kind  of  nourishment  from  the  present  or  any 
other  institution  in  the  district. 

The  subscribers  to  the  Passage  and  Monkstown  dispensary  amount  to  nearly  40.  They 
nominally  exercise  the  supreme  authority  in  the  general  management  of  the  establishment, 
and  are  understood  to  assemble  in  general  meeting  once  every  year.  However,  although 
every  governor  is  equally  privileged  to  take  a part  in  the  proceedings,  and  although  voting 
by  proxy  is  not  permitted,  it  seldom  happens  that  more  than  from  12  to  14  individuals  are 
present  at  each  meeting,  of  which  some  account  is  always  committed  to  writihg.  It  may, 
indeed,  be  stated,  tliat  the  dispensary  has  been  altogether  directed  at  the  discretion  qf  tfie 
medical  attendant,  although  his  name  is  not  to  be  found  amongst  the  list  of  governors. 

A managing  committee,  to  whom  are  intrusted  the  details  of  the  institution,  is  annually 
appointed,  with  instructions  to  assemble  once  in  every  month.  Their  proceedings  have  been 
recorded  with  regularity  when  they  did  meet,  up  to  the  last  few  months.  A board  of  super- 
intendence chosen  by  the  grand  jury  also  exists  ; but  none  of  the  governors  ever  visit  the 
establishment  (at  least  officially)  during  the  intervals  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee. 

There  are  two  non-medical  officers,  viz.  the  secretary  and  the  treasurer,  both  acting 
without  remuneration.  The  latter  does  not  give  any  security,  and  the  former  gentleman  was 
absent  in  England  at  the  date  of  this  examination.  About  twelve  years  ago,  the  assistant 
to  the  physician  was  superseded. 

^ There 
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There  are  neither  attendants  nor  stores  of  any  kind. 

A written  report  is  annually  made  to  the  grarrd  jury,  and  is  also  laid  before  the  full  body 
of  the  subscribers. 

The  income  of  the  dispensary  is  derived  partly  from  annual  subscribers  and  partly  from 
the  county.  From  the  former  source,  the  receipts  average  yearly  about  50 1.,  and  generally 
as  much  more  from  the  latter.  With  the  exception  of  two  individuals,  who,  by  subscribing 
10  s.  a year,  become  entitled  to  relief  for  themselves  and  family,  all  the  contributors  are 
pretty  nearly  equal  as  to  the-amount  of  their  donations. 

^ The  treasurer  is  accustomed  to  make  personal  application  for  all  the  portions  of  the  annual 
income  which  remain  in  his  hands,  until  required  to  meet  the  expenditure,  which  consists  of 
12/.  house  rent,  and  the  remainder  paid  over  to  the  medical  attendant  on  account  of  salary 
and  medicines  supplied  by  him  for  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary  in  what  manner  he  likes 
best.  At  present  bills  are  examined  by  the  committee  previous  to  payment,  and  are  then 
discharged  by  the  treasurer. 

Accounts  are  made  up  twice  in  the  year. 


Persons  who  atte?ided  the  Examination. 

■Rev.  Mr,  Bourne,  rector  of  Ratbcormac. — Rev.  Mr.  Donovan,  p.p. — Rev.  Mr.  M'Carthy,  p.p.  — 

Captain  Pepper. — Archdeacon  Ryder,  rector  of  the  parish.  Rathcormac 

Dispensary. 

The  district  attached  to  the  Ratbcormac  dispensary  (which  extends  at  the  farthest  to  - 

about  six  miles,  and  contains  a population  of  about  12,000  souls)  includes  within  its  limits 
not  less  than  three  other  medfcal  charities  of  a similar  character,  viz.  the  dispensaries  at 
Watergrass-hill,  Fermoy  and  Glenville. 

The  two  former  places  are  each  about  four  miles  distant,  the  latter  about  five.  The  wit- 
nesses do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  is  too  great  a number  of  these  institutions.  They  are 
of  opinion  that  the  sphere  of  a dispensary  should  never  exceed  a radius  of  five  miles.  The 
present  charity  has  never  had  occasion  to  refuse  extern  aid  to  any  one  seeking  it  under  the 
proper  conditions  ; but  it  is  stated  that  in  several  instances  very  serious  inconvenience  has 
arisen  from  its  bemg  unprovided  with  the  means  of  affording  intern  accommodation  to  the 
sick  poor.  To  remedy  this,  it  would  not  be  necessary  that  every  dispensary  district  should 
possess  an  hospital  for  its  own  population  exclusively.  All  objects  might  be  effectually 
attained,  if  a small  infirmary  capable  of  receiving  a few  fever  patients,  and  possessing  also 
some  beds  for  an  occasional  accident  or  case  of  surgical  disease,  were  attached  to  a certain 
.number  of  contiguous  districts,  each  separately  provided  with  the  means  of  external  relief. 

A small  hospital  has  been  recently  erected  two  stories  in  height,  and  affording  accommo-  Building,  Furniture 
dation  for  twelve  patients.  However  it  is  not  yet  in  a fit  state  for  opening.  The  dispensary  ^and  Grounds, 
is  held  at  an  annual  rent  of  12/.,  and  contains  a very  convenient  waiting-room.  The  charity 
does  not  possess  baths,  nor  are  there  any  gTounds  or  out-buildings  attached  to  the  premises 
which  it  occupies.  A branch  of  this  dispensary  has  been  established  at  Castlelyons,  where 
2/.  lOs.  a year  is  paid  for  the  apartment  which  is  appropriated  to  it. 

The  medical  attendant,  aged  32,  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  a Medical  Attendant, 
member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London.  In  the  first  named  city  and  in 
Paris  he  obtained  qualifications  which  entitled  him 'to  practise  midwifery.  He  was  appointed 
to  his  present  situation  by  the  subscribers  in  the  year  1827,  and  residing  within  a short 
, distance  of  the  institution.  He  acts  in  the  combmed  capacity  of  surgeon,  physician, 
accoucheur  and  apothecary.  He  holds  no  second  appointment,  but  is  permitted  to  engage 
in  private  practice.  On  three  days  in  each  week  he  is  obliged  to  give  attendance  at  Rath- 
-corinac,  and  on  two  at  the  Castlelyons  branch,  in  both  places  from  ten  until  twelve  o’clock. 

During  his  daily  absence  from  home,  he  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  leave  any  pupil  or 
assistant  in  his  place,  as  he  is  only  allowed  an  old  hospital  seijeant  who  assists  him  in 
dispensing  medicine.  When,  however,  he  has  occasion  to  leave  his  residence  for  any  longer 
period,  he  is  permitted  (subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  committee)  to  procure  an  efficient 
substitute.  He  was  at  one  time  absent  for  three  weeks,  and  during  that  time  his  duties 
were  performed  by  a medical  friend.  He  is  subject  at  all  times  to  the  control  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  have  it  in  their  pow'er  to  check  any  irregularity  on  his  part.  The  poor  are 
represented  to  be  aware  of  this  mode  of  obtaining  redress  for  any  neglect  manifested 
towards  them  and  it  is  stated  that  they  have  availed  themselves  of  it  through  the  meaus  of 
the  subscriber  whose  recommendation  they  had  presented.  There  is,  however,  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  the  physician  is  not  in  possession  of  the  general  confidence  of  the 
people. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  fixed  at  120/.  a year;  but  the  state  of  the  funds  Payment, 
does  not  always  admit  of  his  being  paid  in  full.  In  1832,  he  received  only  104/. ; in  1833, 

•only  110/.  He  has  no  allowance  for  a horse.  The  committee  have  it  in  their  power  to 
authorize  whatever  amount  of  payment  they  may  think  proper.  The  means  at  the  disposal 
of  the  grand  jury  to  cheek  any  improper  expenditure  under  this  head  are  limited  to  refusing 
•the  county  grant,  and  are  quite  inadequate  to  prevent  the  existence  of  anyabuse  in  the  for- 
mation or  management  of  charitable  dispensaries. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  election  of  the  medical  officer  is  vested  in  the  Flection. 

•annual  subscribers,  who,  on  the  occurrence  of  the  last  vacancy,  held  a general  meeting,  and 
appointed  the  present  physician  unanimously.  No  notice  had  been  previously  inserted  in 
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the  newspapers,  and  accordingly  the  successful  candidate  alone  presented  himself.  He  was 
chosen  without  any  inquiry  as  to  his  age,  and  was  only  required  to  be  possessed  of  a degree 
from  some  recognized  university. 

The  grand  jury  were  not  apprized  of  the  transaction  in  any  of  its  stages,  nor  W'ere  they 
made  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  of  the  person  chosen.  There  is  no  second  medical 
man  in  the  district,  which  does  not  possess  a sufficient  number  of  wealthy  individuals  to 
. maintain  a practitioner,  independently  of  the  salary  derived  from  the  dispensary.  Retiring 
allowances  are  not  granted  by  this  institution,  and  no  physician  has  died  while  in  connexion 
with  it. 

The  pharmacy  is  conducted  with  much  neatness,  and  contains  a very  fair  supply  of 
good  medicine  (including  quinine  and  morphia),  procured  from  the  Messrs.  Harrington 
druggists  in  Cork,  whose  yearly  account,  as  discharged  by  the  treasurer,  has  latterly 
averaged  about  36 1.  Formerly  the  necessary  medicines  were  procured  by  contract  from  the 
medical  attendant,  but  that  is  the  case  no  longer,  and  those  articles  which  he  requires  for 
his  private  practice  ai’e  kept  separate  from  those  intended  for  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary, 
and  which  remain  under  the  care  of  an  old  man,  who  is  accustomed  occasionally  to  com- 
pound prescriptions,  and  even  to  draw  teeth  and  perform  venesection.  In  urgent  and 
pressing  cases,  the  medical  attendant  is  permitted  to  sell  the  medicines  of  the  charity  to 
those  who  apply  for  them,  but  the  money  thus  obtained  is  always  brought  to  the  credit  of 
the  dispensary,  as  appeared  from  the  accounts  presented  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 
There  is  a very  good  collection  of  the  usual  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions  and  infu- 
sions, but  there  are  not  any  surgical  instruments,  and,  it  is  stated,  that  leeches  are  only 
resorted  to  on  rare  occasions.  Vaccination  is,  according  to  the  rules,  performed  gratuitously 
almost  every  day.  The  attending  physician  states,  that  he  holds  the  practice  to  be  very  gene- 
rally preventive  of  small-pox,  and  that  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  its  efficacy  is  very 
much  on  the  increase.  Variola  .has  ceased  to  be  a frequent  disease  in  the  district,  and 
inoculation  with  it>  though  not  expressly  forbidden  at  the  dispensary,  is  never  practised. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant-  of  the  circumstances  relating  to  each  appli- 
cation for  relief.  He  does  not,  however,  particularize  those  instances  where  he  thinks 
himself  justified  in  refusing  gratuitous  aid>  that  .is  to  say,  when  the  individual  is  able  to 
pay.  A copy  of  the  register  is  annually  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  and  it  would  appear 
from  it,  about  30  cases  of  lying-in  women  were  attended  during  the  last  three  years.  No 
operation  of  any  importance  has  taken  place  during  the  last  three  years. 

Patients  seeking  relief  from  this  institution  are  required  to  have  provided  themselves  with 
a recommendation.  This  condition  is  not,  however,  very  strictly  enforced,  and  the  utmost 
facility  is  afforded  to  all  of  obtaining  aid,  by  the  rule  which  permits  each  subscriber  to  issue 
an  unlimited  number  of  orders  in  his  own  name.  The  servants  of  subscribers  are  at  all 
times  entitled  to  the  aid  of  the  charity.  None  of  the  poorer  contributors  receive  assistance 
in  return  for  their  subscription,  and  it  is  stated,  that  none  are  allowed  to'" participate  in  the 
advantages  of  the  institution,  except  those  -whose  circumstances  justly  entitle  them  to  do  so 
gratuitously. 

Besides  the  extern  patients  who  receive  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary  on  the  days 
of  public  attendance,  the  sick  poor  who  are  confined  by  illness  to  their  dwellino-s  are 
visited  by  the  physician  at  all  places  -within  the  district,  both  by  day  and  night.  These 
visits,  observes  that  gentleman,  “ to  be  of  any  service,  must,  in  acute  cases,  be  paid  not 
only  every  day,  but  sometimes  oftener.  Occasional  attendance  is  of  little  or  no  use,  except 
where  a patient  labours  under  a chronic  disorder.”  Due  provision-  has  been  made  for  having 
a supply  of  bandages  and  splints,  for  the  proper  treatment  of  fractures  and  other  acci- 
dents, to  which  immediate  attention  is  always  given.  The  women  of  the  labouring  class  in 
this  district  are  in  ordinary  cases  attended  dunng  their  confinement  by  midwives,  who  are, 
unfortunately,  wholly  uneducated,  and  the  cause  of  much  mischief ; the  poor  are  entitled 
to  claim  the  assistance  of  the  medical  attendant  of  the  dispensary,  when  parturition  is  un- 
usually protracted  or  complicated. 

The  subscribers,  who  are  in  number  about  35,  constitute  the  principal  direction,  in  which 
the  medical  officer  has  never,  been  allowed  to  participate.  A general  meeting  takes  place 
once  in  every  year,  which  is  seldom  attended  by  more  than  six  or  seven  persons,  although 
all  governors  are  equally  privileged  to  be  present  and  to  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  these  meetings  have  not  been  minuted  with  much  regularity,  and  it  is  stated  that 
business  may  be  transacted,  without  reference  to  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  members 
present. 

There  is  no  managing  committee,  nor  do  any  of  the  governors  ever  visit  the  institution 
officially,  except  at  the  period  of  the  general  meeting.  There  is,  however,  a board  of  super- 
intendence appointed  by  the  grand  jury,  which  occasionally  inspects  the  establishment. 

The  treasurer,  who  is  the  only  non-medical  officer,  was  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large 
several  years  ago,  and  he  has  retained  the  appointment  since  that  period ; he  acts  without 
any  salaiy,  and  does  not  give  any  security,  but  accounts  every  year  with  the  grand  jury. 
The  Assistant  Commissioners  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  election  of  the  treasurer 
took  place  without  the  influence  of  any  exclusive  feeling,  or  of  any  irregular  accession  to  the 
number  of  subscribers  or  voters. 

An  old  hospital  seijeant  has  been  appointed  by  the  subscribers  as  an  attendant  to  the 
physician,  at  whose  discretion  he  retains  his  situation.  His  wages  are  12/.  a year,  paid  by 
the  treasurer,  and  he  is  provided  with  lodgings. 

Nothing  intended  for  the  use  of  the  charity  is  ever  purchased  from  any  one  in  connexion 
with  it,  whether  as  eovernor  or  officer. 

The 
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The  Assistant  Commissioners  procured  a copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations,  which  appeared 
to  be  well  calculated  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  charity. 

Every  half  year  a report  relative  to  the  details  of  the  institution  is  laid  before  the  members 
of  the  graiid  jury ; and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  is  presented  to  the  subscribers.  There  are, 
it  is  said,  a very  considerable  number  of  intelligent  persons  to  be  found  in  the  district  of 
Rathcormac,  and  who  would  be  very  willing  to  co-operate  in  any  investigation  likely  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  poorer  inhabitants. 

The  income  of  the  dispensary  is  derived  partly  from  annual  subscribers  and  partly  from 
the  county.  The  subscribers  belong  exclusively  to  the  wealthier  classes,  and  they  all  give 
their  conriibutions  without  any  stipulation  for  gratuitous  assistance  in  return.  One  indivi- 
dual gives  yearly  15/.,  another  gives  10/.  During  the  last  three  years  the  amount  of  the 
grand  jury  presentment  has  remained  the  same,  viz.  70 1.  The  following  were  the  receipts, 
under  the  head  of  subscription,  during  the  period  mentioned : — ■ 


X.  s.  a. 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - 88  12  - 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - 93  10  - 

1834  - - - - - - - - - - 86  17  1 


The  treasurer  receives.both  portions  of  the  income,  which  remains  exclusively  in  his  o wn 
hands. 

Medicines,  salaries  and  rent  constitute  the  principal  items  of  expenditure.  Bills  are  dis- 
charged by  the  treasurer,  who  is  expected  to  examine  their  accuracy  previous  to  payment. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant  was  the  only  person  whom  the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining.  The  notice  of  their  intended  visit  had  not  reached  Watergrass-hiil,  although  it  had 
hoeu  despatched  through  the  post  office  some  days  previous  to  their  anival. 

The  district  for  wliich  this  charity  is  intended,  extending  in  some  directions  nearly  nine 
miles,  contains  a population  of  about  15,000  souls;  within  its  compass  are  three  other  dispen- 
saries, at  from  three  to  five  miles  distance  each,  viz.  Glenville,  Rathcormac  and  Glaumire. 
These  contiguous  sources  of  relief  are  not  productive  of  all  the  advantages  which  might  be 
expected  to  flow  from  them  ; for  the  Glenville  medical  officer,  being  a non-resident,  the  ^oor 
of  that  neighbourhood  are  in  the  habit  of  seeking  relief  at  Watergrass-hiil,  where  the  physi- 
cian attached  to  the  present  dispensary  resides,  and  is  bound  to  give  advice  at  all  hours. 
This  confusion  of  claims  is  felt  by  the  physician  to  be  a very  serious  grievance,  and  leads 
him  to  coincide  wth  the  idea  of  forming  well-defined  medical  districts,  each  of  them  to  have 
attached  a dispensary.  He  did  not  suggest  the  extent  of  country  which  each  division 
should  embrace,  nor  the  number  of  such  divisions  with  which  an  hospital  should  be  con- 
nected, but  he  complained  much  of  the  inconvenience  which  he  had,  on  many  occasions, 
felt  from  the  want  of  proper  intern  accommodation  for  the  sick  poor. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a house  in  the  village,  which  is,  perhaps,  sufficiently  large  for 
the  intended  object,  but  is  certainly  not  possessed  of  a vetw  respectable  exterior.  It  con- 
tains a waiting  room,  but  quite  mrpi;ovided  with  furniture.  The  premises  are  only  held  from 
year  to  year,  and  from  a person  who  is  not  connected  with  the  charity.  This  precarious 
mode  of  tenure  may  appear  injudicious  ; hut  it  is  stated  that  no  practical  inconvenience  has 
hitherto  resulted  from  it.  However,  there  can  he.  little  doubt  that  all  such  places  should 
he  the  property  of  the  county  which  maintains  them.  This  would  secure,  if  nothing  else,  at 
least  some  greater  attention  to  their  decent  condition. 

There  is  but  one  medical  officer,  a gentleman  aged  about  29  years.  He  is  a graduate  of 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  that  city  he  studied  midwifery.  He  also  spent  some 
time  at  Paris  and  in  London,  in  the  pursuit  of  professional  knowledge.  Previous  to  his 
appointment  to  this  situation  in  the  month  of  January  last,  the  duties  of  it  were  discharged 
by  a physician  who  dwelt  at  Fermoy.  He  resides  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  dis- 
pensary, and  is  accustomed  to  receive  the  poor,  and  to  give  them  advice  and  medicine  on  all 
the  week  days,  and  at  all  hours.  lu  the  dispensing  of  medicine  he  sometimes  has  recourse 
to  the  aid  of  an  assistant,  and  if  any  occasion  should  require  a temporary  interruption  of  his 
attendance  (a  circumstance  which  as  yet  has  not  occurred)  he  would  be  able  to  procure  the 
services  of  an  efficient  substitute,  under  the  sanction  of  the  committee. 

_ The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  100/.  a year,  without  any  further  allowance  for 
either  a horse  or  a residence.  As  to  the  amount  of  payment  made  to  him,  if  the  grand 
jury  conceive  that  tliere  existed  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers  any  inclination  to  grant  him 
too  high  a rate  of  remuneration,  they  could  at  once  check  the  disposition  by  withholding 
their  usual  yearly  presentment.  By  the  statement  already  made  of  the  too  great  number  of 
dispensaries  in  this  district,  it  would  appear  that  either  there  is  no  authority  capable  of  pre- 
venting their  formation,  or  else  that  it  has  been  suffered  to  remain  in  operation. 

When  the  last  vacancy  occurred  in  the  situation  of  medical  attendant,  the  subscribers  gave 
notice,  by  au  advertisement  inserted  in  the  public  journals,  of  their  intention  to  proceed  to 
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a new  election,  in  wtich  afterwards  none  were  permitted  to  participate,  except  those  who 
had  fully  paid  up  their  annual  subscription.  Three  candidates  presented  themselves  on  that 
occasion  there  was  no  inquiry  made  as  to  their  respective  ages,  but  they  were  all  required 
to  be  possessed  of  a degree  from  some  university,  or  of  a diploma  entitling  them  to  practise 
surgery.  It  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  hold  any  communication  with  the  gi-and  jury  in 
reference  to  the  appointment.  If  a veto  were  vested  in  that  or  in  some  other  superior  autho- 
rity, all  improper  selections  would  be  effectually  precluded.  There  is  not  a second  medical 
man  in  the  district,  and  as  the  amount  of  private  practice  which  that  gentleman  can  look 
to  is  very  trifling  (owing  to  the  scarcity  of  wealthy  and  independent  residents),  there  is  little 
reason  to  suppose  that  either  his  services  or  indeed  those  of  any  qualified  practitioner  could 
be  secured  for  the  poorer  inhabitants,  except  through  the  emolument  derived  from  the  dis- 
pensary. 

The  room  used  for  dispensing  medicines  was  found  to  be  in  good  order,  and  to  contain 
a good  supply  of  drugs  of  a fair  quality,  including  several  of  the  more  delicate  preparations ; 
such  as  quinine  and  morphia.  They  had  been  all  purchased  from  the  Messrs.  Harrington 
of  Cork,  druggists,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  treasurer  had  paid  to  that  firm  about  30Zi  as' 
the  amount  of °their  hill  furnished  during  each  of  the  last  three  years.  The  medicines  re- 
main in  charge  of  the  medical  attendant  or  of  his  apprentice,  and  they  are  never  sold  to  any 
person, , or  used  in  making  up  the  prescriptions  of  other  practitioners,  being  kept  quite  dis- 
tinct from  those  the  medical  attendant  makes  use  of  in  his  private  practice.  There  was  a 
very  tolerable  collection  of  the  apparatus  necessary  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.,  but  there 
were  not  any  surgical  instruments,  except  splints  for  fractures.  Leeches  it  was  said  were 
rarely  ordered  on  account  of  their  great  expense,  but  when  judged  absolutely  necessary, 
they  were  procured. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  particularizing  the  disease  of  each  applicant ; 
of  this  register  a copy  is  annually  lodged  with  the  grand  jury.  Since  the  appointment  of  the 
present  physician  (a  period  of  about  eight  revonths)  no  person  has  been  refused  relief,  no  ope- 
rations of  any  importance  hare  taken  place,  nor  has  he  been  called  on  to  attend  any  lying-in 
women. 

Every  person  (including  the  domestic  servants  of  subscribers)  who  can  procure  a recom- 
mendation with  a single  signature,  is  entitled  to  relief  in  advice  and  medicine.  As  there  is 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  these  recommendations  which  each  subscriber  is  authorized  to 
issue,  there  exists  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  them,  and  the  Assistant  Commissioners  heard 
without  surprise,  that  they  were  not  unfrequently  made  use  of  by  persons  whose  circum- 
stances by  no  means  i-endered  them  proper  objects  for  gratuitous  assistance;  the  charity  may 
justly  be  said  to  be  further  abused  by  the  practice  of  permitting.individuals  to  subscribe  small 
sums,  with  the  understood  agreement  that  they  and  their  families  shall  receive  medical  aid 
in  return. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  medical  officer  is  bound  to  attend  at  all  times  to 
the  poor  who  apply  to  him.  He  would  also  visit  at  their  dwellings  any  poor  whose  illness 
rendered  them  unable  to  leave  their  homes,  provided  they  did  not  reside  at  a greater  distance 
than  nine  miles  in  one  direction,  and  about  six  in  the  other ; accidents  and  other  urgent  cases 
would  be  attended  to  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  and  splints,  bandages,  &c.  have  been 
provided  for  the  proper  treatment  of  fractures  and  severe  injuries.  The  physician  remarks 
that  he  considers  himself  bound  to  repeat  his  visits  more  than  once  a day  when  an  acute 
disorder  requires  that  attention.  “ In  such  cases,”  he  adds,  “ occasional  attendance  is  abso- 
lutely of  no  use.  In  chronic  diseases,  however,  the  case  is  different.”  The  midwives  to  whom 
the  women  of  the  poorer  classes  generally  intrust  themselves  in  this  district  during  their  con- 
finement are  represented  as  being  extremely  ignorant,  and  it  is  said  that  many  injuries  are 
caused  by  their  carelessness  and'”incompetency.  It  is  only  when  labour  becomes  complicated 
or  protracted,  that  the  services  of  the  dispensary  physician  can  be  demanded ; that  gen- 
tleman is  in  the  constant  habit  of  performing  gratuitous  vaccination,  and  his  opinion  is  very 
strong  in  favour  of  it,  as  a preservation  against  small-pox.  The  confidence  of  the  public  is 
also  very  generally  on  the  increase.  The  medical  attendant  is  not  forbidden  to  inoculate  with 
variolous  matter,  but  he  disapproves  of  the  operation.  Happily  the  disease  has  appeared  very 
rarely  of  late  years. 

About  10.0  subscribers  constitute  the  general  managing  authority.  It  is  understood  that  a 
general  meeting  should  take  place  every  quarter,  and  such  meetings  are  usually  attended  by 
from  10  to  12  of  the  body,  who  are  accustomed  to  keep  minutes  of  the  business  which  they 
may  have  to  transact.  The  surgeon  has  never  been  allowed  to  take  any  part  in  their  proceed- 
ings, but  those  who  cannot  or  will  not  attend,  are  permitted  to  give  their  votes  by  proxy. 

There  is  besides  a managing  committee,  who  have  the  immediate  control  of  the  affairs  of 
the  institution,  and  of  whose  proceedings  minutes  .are  regularly  kept.  The  working  of  the 
charity  is  further  subject  to  the  inspection  of  a board  of  superintendence  appointed  by  the 
grand  jury,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  governor  during  the  intervals  ot  the  assembling 
of  the  committee  directs  any  personal  care  to  its  interest,  or  to  the  state  of  the  patients  in 
connexion  with  it. 

Both  the  treasury  and  the  secretary  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  without 
any  remuneration.  The  former  does  not  give  the  security  which  the  Act  of  Parliament  spe- 
cifically requires  ; the  two  situations  are  filled  by  the  subscribers,  and  it  is  stated,  without 
reference  to  exclusive  or  religious  prejudices. 
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'Persons  who  attended  the  Examinaiion. 

CuAHLES  Haines,  m.  d. — Richakd  L.  Jameson,  esq. — Archdeacon  St.  Lawrence  (attended  in 

place  of  the  Rev.  W’.  Colburne,  secretary.) — James  M'IMullak,  esq, — Rev.  W.  Scannell, 

11.  c.c. — Rev.  Christopher  Tuthill. 

The  extent  of  the  district  is  about  three  miles  in  length  and  two  miles  in  breadth,  and 
the  point  most  distant  from  the  dispensa^  is  four  miles.  The  population  is  very  numerous, 
amounting  to  about  4,000.  This  district,  which  is  of  peninsular  form,  consists  of  the 
parishes  of  St.  Michael’s,  Black  Rock,  and  portions  of  the  city  parishes  of  St.  Bams  and 
St.  Nicholas  ; it  comprises  two  large  villages,  Ballintemple  and  Dundannion,  and  hamlets, 
&c.  &c.  The  Douglas  dispensary  is  distant  about  two  miles,  and  with  this  exception  and 
that  of  institutions  at  Cork,  four  miles  distant,  there  are  no  institutions  within  six  miles  of 
the  Black  Rock  dispensary.  This  dispensary  seems  sufficient,  and  is  most  eligibly  placed 
for  the  district. 

The  medical  attendant  could  visit  a distance  of  four  miles ; but  the  extent  of  country 
to  be  included  in  a dispensary  district  must  depend  upon  the  number  of  inhabitants.  There 
is  no  intern  accommodation.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  establish  a fever  hospital 
here,  as  there  is  no  difficulty  in  procuring  admission  at  the  fever  hospital  in  Cork. 

The  house  taken  for  the  dispensary  is  small,  but  neat  and  commodious ; it  is  built  of 
brick  and  roofed  with  tiles,  and  is  in  a good  state  of  repair.  It  consists  of  three  rooms, 
a waiting-room  below  in  front  for  patients,  a sleeping  room  in  the  rear  for  a woman  who 
lives  in  the  house,  and  on  the  first  floor  the  dispensary  room,  which  is  of  considerable  size, 
supplied  with  chairs,  table,  writing  desk,  counter  for  dispensing  medicines,  &c.  There  is 
a small  garden  attached.  The  premises  are  rented  at  8 Z.  per  annum,  but  are  not  held  by 
lease.  This  cannot  lead  to  any  inconvenience,  as  another  house  could,  without  the  least 
difficulty,  be  had,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  premises,  being  the  property  of  the  county, 
would  not  he  any  advantage. 

The  medical  attendant,  aged  86,  took  the  degree  of  m.  o.  at  Edinburgh,  and  also  is 
a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London.  He  is  besides  a licentiate  of 
midwifery  of  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital.  He  resides  in  the  parish,  at  Ballintemple, 
near  Gassess,  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  and  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  dispensary. 
By  the  rules  of  the  establishment,  he  is  not  allowed  to  sleep  out  of  the  district.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  institution  in  1832,  at  a meeting  of  the  subscribers,  who  required  a resi- 
dent physician.  Before  his  appointment  he  had  been  practising  at  Cork ; he  does  not  attend 
any  other  institution,  but  is  allowed  private  practice.  His  appointment  is  as  physician  and 
surgeon.  In  case  of  illness  or  of  necessity  for  temporary  absence,  he  obtains  leave  of  the 
subscribers,  by  applying  through  the  secretary.  He  attends  every  day,  except  Sunday,  at 
eleven  o’clock,  and  the  duty  has  never  been  done  by  proxy.  In  case  the  medical  officer  be 
irregular  in  his  attendance,  the  poor  can  complain  to  any  subscriber,  who  would  brbig  such 
complaint  before  the  general  meeting.  The  medical  officer  is  himself  always  in  readiness 
to  attend,  and  the  medicines  are  dispensed  by  him.  There  is  no  pupil  attached  to  the 
institution. 

One  medical  officer  only  is  paid,  and  the  amount  of  his  salary,  viz.  lOOZ.  per  annum, 
paid  from  subscriptions  and  presentments.  He  receives  no  allowance  for  a horse  or  other 
conveyance,  nor  for  board  and  lodging.  The  grand  jury  of  the  city  could  withhold  present- 
ments, if  they  thought  the  money  improperly  expended,  or  that  too  great  a sum  was  paid 
to  the  medical  attendant,  or  they  could  appoint  a board  of  superintendence,  by  which  means 
tiiey  might  see  that  the  public  money  was  rightly  applied,  and  so  far  as  the  public  money 
is  concerned,  their  control  seems  sufficient. 

At  the  last  election,  when  the  present  medical  officer  was  chosen  by  the  subscribers, 
they  pledged  themselves  not  to  make  any  promise  till  they  had  seen  testimonials,  by 
which  they  would  he  guided.  Notice  is  given  by  public  advertisement  whenever  a vacancy 
occurs. 

There  can  be  no  control  over  the  elections,  which  are  left  to  subscribers,  who  would  cease 
to  subscribe  if  subject  to  control  in  such  a matter.  In  this  institution  the  testimonials  of 
a medical  degree  and  also  in  midwifery  are  indispensable.  ' 

There  is  not  any  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  the  officers,  either  in  appointing  or  displacing 
them.  Sixteen  candidates  came  forward  at  the  last  vacancy,  but  were  reduced  to  seven  by 
testimonials.  The  suhsciiption  of  a guinea  entitles  a person  to  vote  at  these  elections. 
There  are  individuals  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  capable  of  paying  for  advice,  suffi- 
cient in  number  to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument ; it 
IS  not,  however,  probable  that  any  physician  would  reside  in  the  district,  because  of  its 
vicinity  to  Cork,  were  it  not  obligatory  upon  the  dispensary  and  medical  attendant  that  he 
should  do  so. 

No  retiring  allowances  are  given,  nor  has  there. been  any  mortality  among  the  medical 
officers.  In  case  the  medical  officer  or  officei-s  should  be  harsh  to,  or  neglect  the  patients, 
they  can  complain  to  a subscriber,  as  before  stated.  The  poor  are  aware  that  tliere  is  such 
a tribunal,  but  there  have  been  no  complaints  since  the  last  appointment. 

It  never  occurs  that  medical  officers  are  appointed  or  retained  against  the  known  feelings 
of  ^the  people. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed,  condition  of  drawers,  bottles,  &c.  are  all 
exceedingly  neat,  and  in  excellent  order.  The  medicine  ajipears  to  be  of  good  quality,  and 
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sufficient  in  quantity,  and  a good  supply  of  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  medicines,  such 
as  quinine,  morphia,  &e.  and  all  that  is  necessary.  ' 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Harrington,  druggists,  of  Cork,  who  are  not  sub- 
scribers. Tiie  accounts  are  audited  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  paid  by  the  treasurer.  The 
annual  expense  for  the  last  three  years  was — 


£.  s.  d. 

'l831 ---12  14  9 

1832  - 8 18  2 

1833  9 19  3 


In  the  two  latter  years  the  expense  of  medicine  was  less,  as  the  cholera  board  made  a 
present  to  the  dispensary  of  medicines  left.  The  medicines  are  locked  up  and  left  under  the 
care  of  a woman  at  the  dispensaiy.  There  are  no  medicines  or  medical  articles  belonging 
to  the  institution  sold  to  any  persons,  nor  does  the  medical  officer  dispense  medicine  at  all 
on  his  own  account.  The  institution  possesses  all  the  requisite  apparatus  for  preparing 
decoctions,  &c.  and  they  are  in  good  order.  There  are  no  surgical  instruments  belonging  to 
the  dispensary ; the  medical  attendant  having  a supply  of  his  own  has  saved  the  dispensaiy 
all  expense  on  this  head.  Leeches  are  not  used.  The  medical  officer  is  bound,  as  far  as  he  is 
able,  to  give  vaccine  matter  gratis  for  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  rule  is  that  vaccination 
shall  be  practised,  and  the  medical  officer  would  not  inoculate  with  small-pock. 

A very  accurate  account  has  been  kept  of  all  cases,  stating,  name  and  nature  of  disease, 
age  of  patient,  residence  and  recommendation  of  subscriber  for  the  last  two  years,  during 
which  the  medical  officer  has  had  the  charge  of  the  dispensary  ; the  account  is  kept  by  himself. 


In  1831  the  cases  were  - ------  1,100 

1832  - - - - - - - 1,000 

in  round  numbers;  but  since  the  present  physician  was  appointed  in  1832,  the  register  is 
more  accurately  kept ; viz.  cases — 

Medical  --------  - 965 

Surgical  --------  - 328 

Vaccinated  - --  --  --  - 19 

Died  - --  --  --  --  10 

Total  for  the  Year  1833  - - 1,312 


The  return  of  the  number  of  patients,  arranged  as  above,  is  submitted  annually  to  the 
grand  jury.  No  register  is  kept  of  persons  refused  attendance ; but  an  explanation  is  given 
to  subscribers  when  required.  The  number  of  patients  on  the  books  at  the  time  of  visiting 
were,  six  attended  at  home,  and  30  who  came  to  the  institution.  No  operations  of  any  im- 
portance were  performed  during  the  last  three  years.  The  medical  officer  has  attended  in  13 
difficult  midwifery  cases  in  the  year  1833,  and  nine  in  the’  four  last  months  of  1832,  as 
appears  by  the  book. 

All  persons  who  bring  a recommendation  are  entitled  to  relief,  also  the  servants  of  sub- 
scribers ; but  no  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  who  are  not  in  circum- 
stances to  require  gratuitous  assistance.  Attendance  is  not  given  gratuitously  to  any  of  the 
poorest  subscribers.  As  an  order  for  aid  of  the  institution  is  necessary,  none  but  urgent 
cases  are  attended  without  recommendation ; such  order  need  be  signed  but  by  one  sub- 
scriber, and  there  is  no  difficulty  at  all  in  obtaining  it.  The  subscribers  are  not  limited  in 
the  number  of  tickets,  although  it  would  appear  that  five  at  a time  on  the  books  is  the 
number  allowed  for  each  guinea  subscriber.  In  case  a poor  person  be  not  known  to,  or  be 
not  liked  by  the  subscribers,  still  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  he  would  be  thus  excluded  from 
the  benefit  of  the  county  subscription. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  sick  poor  are  attended  af  their  own  dwel- 
lings, and  the  limit  is  the  boundary  of  the  district ; should  the  illness  be  such  as  to  requiie 
two  or  three  visits  a day,  they  would  be  paid,  and  attendance  would  be  given  in  the  night,  if 
required,  by  the  poor.  In  case  an  accident  should  occur,  a fractured  limb,  &c.  the  medical 
officer  possesses  all  the  necessary  means  for  assistance  which  applies  to  purposes  of  the 
institution. 

No  prescriptioirs  but  thos^  of  the  medical  attendant  are  made  up  at  the  institution.  Lying- 
in  cases  are  attended  in  cases  of  difficulty  only ; but  such  cases  are  generally,  attended  by 
midwives  who  possess  no  skill  at  all,  and  have  had  no  instruction,  therefore  injury  may  often 
arise  to  both  mother  and  child.  Daily  attendance  on  the  sick  is  considered  absolutely  neces- 
sary, particularly  in  dangerous  cases,  and  then  the  poor  are  attended  even  at  their  own  houses. 
The  medical  attendant  has  visited  a case  daily,  and  even  twice  a day,  during  tlie  last  fort- 
night. It  is  also  considered  that  occasional  attendance  is  of  use.  There  is  no  prescription 
book  kept,  the  patients  being  seen  daily.  Vaccination  is  performed  very  regularly  and  gra- 
tuitously. There  have  been  many  secondary  cases  of  small-pox,  but  all  favourable,  and 
this  disease  has  been  very  fi’equent  of  late  years,  particularly  this  last  year.  The  confidence 
of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  considerable,  yet  they  are  careless  in  regard  to  it,  unless- 
frightened  by  the  occurrence  of  small-pox  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  medical  officer  vacci- 
nated about  90,  this  year;  but  only  16  the  preceding  one.  Casesarising  out  of  the  local 
secondary  effects  from  small-pox,  as  on  the  breast  of  nurses,  and  even  when  applied  to  the 
case  of  visitors  who  happened  to  handle  children  suffering  under  this  disease  (especially  ni 
bad  cases)  are  not  uncommon  ; but  the  medical  officer  has  not  seen  a fatal  case  from  con- 
stitutional disturbance. 

There 
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There  is  not  any  institution  in  the  neighbourhood  for  affording  food  or  clothing,  or  fuel,  to 
the  sick  poor,  upon  which  the  medical  men  of  the  institution  can  give  an  order ; such  a mode 
of  relief  did  exist  during  cholera,  and  there  is  still  a fund  of  40 1.  remaining  for  any  emer- 
gency which  may  arise. 

* The  general  management  rests  with  the  subscribers,  who  are  summoned  for  any  business, 
and  five  constitute  a quorum. 

Medical  or  salaried  officers  are  not  governors  of  the  institution,  nor  has  it  been  essentially 
under  the  management  of  the  surgeon.  Salaried  officers  are  not  allowed  any  materia!  par- 
ticipation in  the  general  management,  neither  is  any  pei-son  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction. 
Tlie  regular  fixed  meetings  of  the  direction  are  annual ; five  constitute  a meeting.  The 
meetings  are  regularly  attended  ; from  10  to  15  are  in  the  habit  of  attending. 

All  governors  are  equally  entitled  to  attend  and  vote,  and  can  send  their  votes  in  writing. 
Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings. 

There  is  no  managing  committee  appointed  by  the  subscribers ; but  they  are  all  summoned 
by  the  seci'etary  whenever  there  is  any  business  to  be  done.  The  medical  officer  stated  that 
the  minutes  are  regularly  kept ; but  owing  to  the  secretary’s  absence  they  were  not  pro- 
duced. The  treasurer,  who  was  absent  also,  sent  his  book,  which  we  inspected  •,  it  was 
most  cai’efnlly  kept,  all  monies  received  and  disbursed  being  entered  by  him  in  the  most 
minute  and  regular  manner.  No  board  of  superintendence  ever  has  been  appointed  by  the 
grand  j ury  of  this  city  ; at  least  none  have  ever  visited  the  patients,  nor  is  there  any  visitmg 
governor.  , 

All  officers  are  appointed  by  the  subscribers  generally  ; the  form  of  electing  all  officers  is 
gone  through  annually  at  a full  meeting  of  all  the  subscribers,  called  for  the  first  Monday 
in  January,  and  the  voting  in  general  business  is  open,  but  the  last  election  of  physician  was 
by  ballot,  such  a mode  being  believed  to  be  the  most  beneficial.  Particular  religious  belief 
does  not  exclude  any  person  from  being  an  officer.  The  medical  attendant  is  a protestant ; 
the  treasurer  aird  secretary  ai’e  protestants.  A sudden  accession  of  governors  or  governesses 
immediately  previous  to  the  election  of  any  officers  has  not  occurred.  The  treasurer,  col- 
lector or  auditor  are  not  paid  officers,  nor  does  the  treasurer  give  the  security  required  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  last  medical  officer  was  called  on  to  reside  in  the  parish,  and  in 
consequence  of  his  declining  to  do  so,  a new  appointment  took  place. 

There  is  a woman  attendant  who  resides  within  the  house  ; board  is  not  found  for  her,  nor 
has  she  any  perquisites ; her  wages,  16s.  per  month,  are  paid  by  the  treasurer;  she  was 
appointed  by  the  subscribers,  and  can  be  discharged  by  them  also  ; her  general  conduct  is 
required  to  be  good,  and  she  is  obliged  to  be  always  on  the  spot. 

No  governor,  member  of  committee,  officer  or  servant  supplies  any  article  for  the  institu- 
tion, nor  is  any  article  of  the  institution  ever  lent  or  used  by  any  governor  or  officer. 

The  rules  are  not  printed  ; the  present  regulations  are  generally  believed  to  conduce  to 
the  utility  of  the  institution.  Alteracions  have  been  lately  made  by  which  the  dispensary  is 
open  every  day  except  Sunday,  and  the  physician  is  obliged  to  reside  within  the  district. 
These  rules  appear  to  render  tliis  charity  as  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  as  is 
necessary. 

Reports  are  made  at  stated  periods  relating  to  admissions,  discharges,  cures,  relieved, 
deaths,  &c.,  and  these  reports  are  made  to  the  subscribers,  and  usually  printed.  A board 
of  health  was  formed  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  two  years  since,  and  they  held  meet- 
ings at  the  dispensaiy,  which  in  such  cases  is  considered  a proper  place. 

The  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more 
minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  provided  it  hereafter  be  thought  expedient  to 
extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

/ £.  s.  d. 

In  1831  the  amount  of  subscription  was  - - - - - 51  10  G 


1832  - - - - - - - - - - 70  12  - 

1833  - - - - - - - - - 69  10  6 


The  funds  arise  from  resident  subscribers  and  presentments  from  the  grand  jury,  usually 
about  50  Z.,  but  increased  the  last  two  years  to  about  05  Z.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  sub- 
scribe ; but  there  are  not  any  particular  subscribers  on  whose  bounty  the  existence  of  the 
charity  depends.  The  subscriptions  are  on  the  increase,  the  residence  of  the  physician 
having  afforded  so  great  satisfaction,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  funds  otlierwise  would  have 
materially  fallen  off.  There  is  no  stipulation  in  a single  instance  to  the  effect  that  a sub- 
scriber or  any  of  his  family  is  to  obtain  relief  gratis.  No  capital  stock  in  houses,  lands,  &c. 
belongs  to  the  institution,  from  which  annual  income  is  derived. 

The  treasui’er  sends  out  receipts  and  gets  in  the  subscriptions,  which  are  lodged  in  the 
treasurer’s  name,  for  the  Black  Rock  dispensaiy,  in  the  Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland,  and 
an  interest  paid,  of  which  the  institution  has  the  benefit. 

There  are  no  sums  left  in  the  hands  of  officers  or  servants. 

£.  s.  d. 

In  1831  the  expenditure  was  -------  104  10  10 

1832  - --  --  --  --  - 113  4 9 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - 139  15  8 

fhe  general  heads  of  expenditure  are  physician’s  salary,  rent,  medicines,  female  attendant 
and  sundries  (coal,  candles,  stationery).  The  bills  are  examined  previous  to  payment  by 
the  subscribers,  and  the  money  paid  by  their  order  through  the  treasurer. 
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The  accounts  are  made  up,  audited  and  reported  once  a year,  and  as  often  as  made  up 
are  presented  to  the  full  body  of  the  subscribers,  and  copies  are  sent  to  the  graud  jury. 

The  professional  gentleman  who  has  the  care  of  this  dispensary  is  a well-educated  and 
intelligent  person,  and  very  attentive  to  the  duties  of  his  situation.  The  gentlemen  also 
who  subscribe  to  this  charity,  as  well  as  the  treasurer  and  secretary,  (who  were  unable  to 
attend  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit)  all  seem  to  take  great  interest  in  the  well  beincf  and 
beneficial  operation  of  the  institution.  It  is  a matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
state,  that  the  establishment  is  exceedingly  well  conducted,  and  that  it  affords  the  very  best 
relief  to  the  sick  poor  of  the  district  that  can  be  provided  by  the  dispensary  system. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  Abraham  Abell,  one  of  tho  committee. — Mr.  Abraham  Beale. — William  Crawiord, 

jun.,  esq.-  Rev.  William  Rogers,  r.c.c. — John  William  Toep,  one  of  the  committee  and 

Secretary. — Mr.  George  Young,  one  of  the  committee,  and  the  Apothecary. 

The  population  of  this  district  is  about  110,000,  it  comprehends  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Cork  ; the  most  distant  point  is  about  two  miles  from  the  dispensary ; the  district  is  divided 
into  seven  parts,  and  there  is  a medical  superintendent  to  each.  It  is  the  general  opinion 
that  the  medical  institutions  in  this  quarter  are  too  few,  and  that  the  utmost  limit  which 
should  be  comprehended  in  any  one  dispensary  district  is  two  miles  from  a central  point ; 
it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  divide  the  district  into  three  parts,  and  to  have  a dispensary 
attached  to  each. 

The  house  is  built  of  brick,  stone  and  mortar,  three  stories  high  ; it  has  a very  good  and 
convenient  room  for  dispensing  medicines,  but  a very  bad  one  for  the  physicians  to  prescribe 
in ; there  is  a waiting  place,  which  is  a long  cold  hall,  subject  to  a current  of  cold  air; 
there  is  scarcely  any  furniture  belonging  to  the  institution,  that  in  use  is  the  property  of  the 
apothecary  ; the  whole  house,  except  the  part  occupied  by  the  apothecary,  is  devoted  to  the 
attendants ; the  back  parlour  is  occasionally  used  for  meetings  of  the  committee  and 
medical  gentlemen.  There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water,  and  the  sewers  are  tolerably 
good  ; there  are  no  baths,  but  there  is  a small  garden  and  plot  of  ground  attached,  and  the 
usual  out-buildings  and  offices.  The  premises  are  occupied  by  the  apothecary ; they  are 
held  under  a lease  taken  for  three  years ; rent  23  per  annum,  and  minister’s  money  6 s., 
and  pipe  water  2l.  2s.,  but  free  of  all  other  taxes.  The  landlord  is  not  connected  with  tlie 
institution. 

The  medical  officers  who  principally  attend  the  institution  are,  a licentiate  of  the  King 
and  Queen’s  College  of  Physicians,  Dublin,  four  physicians  possessing  degrees  from  the 
Edinburgh  University,  one  of  whom  is  also  a member  of  the  College  oT  Surgeons  of  Edin- 
burgh, a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  London,  and  a graduate  of  the  University 
of  Glasgow,  who  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  that  town. 

The  medical  attendants  belonging  to  this  institution  are  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and 
the  voting  is  by  ballot.  Two  of  these  medical  gentlemen  attend  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  but 
receive  no  salary  for  their  attendance.  In  case  of  any  medical  attendant  of  this  institution 
requiring  more  than  one  week’s  leave  of  absence,  he  may  obtain  it  by  procuring  the  per- 
mission of  the  committee,  and  leaving  in  his  place  a duly  qualified  substitute.  The  medical 
attendants  are  allowed  private  practice,  but  are  bound  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  daily  from 
eight  o’clock  to  twelve.  In  case , of  neglect  of  duty,  a complaint  can  be  made  to  the 
monthly  committee,  or  to  a committee  summoned  at  any  time  by- the  secretary.  The  resi- 
dent apothecary  is  also  a surgeon,  and  has  two  apprentices  living  in  the  house,  and  the 
medicines  are  dispensed  by  himself  and  the  apprentices. 

The  five  senior  physicians  and  the  apothecary  are  paid;  the  two  junior  physicians  get  no 
payment.  The  salaries  of  the  tliree  seniors  areSO/.  each  per  annum;  the  two  next  25/. 
The  apothecary  100  guineas  per  annum,  out  of  which  he  is  bound  to  provide  coals  and 
candles  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  institution.  The  funds  from  which  they  are  paid  arise 
from  subscriptions  and  presentments.  There  is  no  allowance  for  horse  or  other  conveyance, 
nor  for  the  board  or  lodging  to  any  except  the  apothecary,  who  resides. 

The  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers.  Whenever  a vacancy  occurs,  a week’s 
notice  is  given  by  advertisement,  and  a summons  is  sent  to  each  subscriber.  Candidates 
must  produce  a university  degree  or  a degree  from  college.  There  is  no  limitation  to  the 
ages  of  officers  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  them.  The  conditions  for  voting  at  these 
elections  are  fully  acted  up  to. 

The  individuals  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  capable  of  paying  for  advice,  are  suffi- 
cient in  number  to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument. 
The  gentlemen  in  the  district  qualified  to  be  elected  to  the  dispensary  are  very  numerous. 
The  two  junior  attending  physicians  serve  gratuitously.  There  are  no  retiring  allowances. 

There  has  been  no  mortality  among  the  medical  attendants  of  late.  In  the  years  1817 
and  1818,  during  the  prevalence  of  fever,  four  physicians  fell  a sacrifice  to  disease;  they 
were  in  attendance  at  a temporary  fever  hospital. 

In  case  the  medical  officers  should  be  harsh  to  or  neglect  the  patients,  they  are  always  at 
liberty  to  complain  to  a subscriber,  who  can  lay  such  complaint  before  a committee  sum- 
moned by  the  secretary  for  a special  purpose ; and  with  this  mode  of  reference  the  poor  are 
acquainted. 

The  room  in  wliich  the  medicines  are  dispensed  appears  to  be  very  neatly  kept  as  to 
bottles,  drawers,  &c.  The  medicine  is  reported  by  all  the  physicians  present  to  be  of  good 
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•quality^,  and  always  in  sufficient  quantity;  also  the  more  expensive  kinds,  as  quinine, 
moiphia,  &e. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Harrington,  wholesale  druggists,  who  are  sub- 
scribers to  the  institution-  of  a guinea  per  annum.  They  ai-e  paid  for  by  the  order  of  the 
committee  on  the  treasurer  ; the  average  annual  amount  rather  exceeds  250  Z.  When  the 
apothecarj'  is  absent,  the  apprentices  have  the  charge  of  the  medicines  and  make  up  the 
prescriptions.  The  medicines  are  never  sold,  and  the  apothecary  is  prohibited ' selling 
medicines  on  his  own  account.  Every  thing  necessary  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.  is  in 
possession  of  the  institution.  The  apotfiecary  has  not  any  private  practice.  The  institution 
IS  provided  with  a stomach-pump,  suspended  animation  apparatus,  electrifying  machine, 
cupping  apparatus,  &c.,  and  the  apparatus  seem  to  be  sufficient  for  all  medical  purposes 
required.  Leeches  are  not  supplied;  they  are  found  to' be  too  expensive. 

Vaccination  is  regularly  performed ; the  medical  gentlemen  do  not  inoculate  for  small-pox. 


A registry  of  all  cases  treated  is  duly  kept  by  the  apothecary. 

In  1S31  the  number  of  patients  was  ------  10,890 

1832  --------  --  - 13,062 

1833  ---.  -------  12,060 


At  the  period  of  the  inspection  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  there  were  419  patients,  of 
whom  about  one-half  were  visited  at  home.  Midwifery  cases  are  not  attended  to. 

A recommendation  from  a subscriber  entitles  persons  to  be  attended  from  the  institution. 
The  servants  of  subscribers  are  attended  to  on  recommendation.  It  veiy  rarely,  if  it  at  all 
happens,  that  any  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  who  are  able  to  pay  for 
advice.  Attendance  is  never  given  gratis  to  any  subscriber,  nor  is  there  any  stipulation  of 
that  kind  accompanying  the  subscriptions.  An  order  is  always  indispensable  to  obtain  relief 
at  the  dispensary ; it  need  not  be  signed  by  more  than  one  subscriber,  but  the  number 
recommended  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  subscription ; otherwise  the  funds 
would  be  inadequate. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  a poor  person  getting  relief,  because  if  not  knowm  to  a sub- 
scriber, they  will  be  told  at  the  institution  where  to  get  an  order ; and  if  the  case  be  urgent, 
it  is  always  attended  to  under  all  circumstances. 

The  sick  poor  are  seen  at  the  institution,  unless  unable  to  attend,  and  in  that  case  are 
visited  at  their  own  homes ; there  is  no  limit  as  to  distance ; and  if  several  visits  were  neces- 
sary in  one  day,  they  would  be  paid,  as  required  by  the  laws.  Among  the  medical  gentle- 
men present  at  the  examination,  some  were  attending  cases  and  giving  them  daily  visits  at 
the  time.  The  patients  would  be  visited  at  night  if  necessary. 

The  establishment  is  medical,  but  in  case  of  accidents,  surgical  treatment  would  be 
afforded.  No  prescriptions  are  compounded  at  the  institution,  but  those  of  the  medical  men 
engaged. 

Daily  attendance  is  in  acute  cases  considered  absolutely  necessary.  In  what  are  called 
the  extern  orders,  the  physicians  are  obliged  to  visit  at  the  house  of  the  patient  the  first 
time,  and  continue  to  attend  at  their  houses,  or  to  order  them  to  go  to  the  dispensary 
according  as  the  urgency  of  the  case  may  require  it.  The  acute  cases  are  visited  as  often 
as  necessary.  The  prescriptions  are  not  entered  in  any  book,  but  appeal’  on  the  note  of 
each  applicant.  Vaccination  is  perfoi-med  at  the  institution  whenever  any  present  themselves 
for  it.  The  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  for  this  dispensary  state,  that  they 
are  very  seldom  called  in  to  cases  of  small-pox,  which  they  attribute  to  the  preseivative 
influence  of  vaccination. 

There  is  no  wine  nor  any  other  extra,  or  nourishment  of  any  kind  given,  nor  are  there 
any  institutions  in  the  neighbourhood  to  afford  food,  clothing  or  fuel  to  the  sick  poor. 

The  principal  direction  is  vested  in  about  212  subscribers.  Some  of  the  medical  and 
salaried  officers  are  governors  of  the  institution,  and  attend  the  meetings.  But  the  institu- 
tion is  not  essentially  under  the  management  of  the  medical  attendant,  nor  is  any  person 
ex  in  the  principal  managenaent. 

1110  regular  fixed  meetings  of  the  direction  take  place  on  the  third  Thursday  in  April, 
when  all  officers  are  elected,  By  a law  of  the  institution,  there  should  be  13  present.  The 
meetings  are  not  well  attended  ; 13  or  14  are  generally  present.  All  governors  are  equally 
entitled  to  vote,  but  none  except  females  can  vote  by  proxy.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings 
^re  kept. 

There  is  a managing  committee  who  meet  regularly  once  a month,  and  for  extraordinary 
purposes,  whenever  summoned.  Minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  kept.  The  grand  jury 
appointed  a board  of  superintendence,  but  they  have  not  acted.  In  the  intervals  of  meeting  of 
the  committee,  there  is  not  any  visiting  governor  appointed,  nor  does  any  governor  ever  visit 
the  patients  officially.  ‘ 

There  is  a secretary  and  two  other  subscribers  of  the  monthly  committee  w'ho  act  as  trea- 
surer and  constitute  a finance  committee.  There  is  also  a collector  and  an  accountant ; each 
of  these  officers  is  elected  annually  under  bye-laws.  The  voting  is  open,  and  the  mode 
of  election  is  considered  beneficial.  No  particular  religious  belief  excludes  a person  from 
being  an  officer.  The  accountant  receives  20 Z.  per  annum.  The  collector  5/.  percent. 
The  other  officers  are  -not  paid.  The  treasurer  does  not  give  secunty  as  required  by  the 
Act,  and  the  consequence  has  been  a considerable  loss  to  the  funds.  Seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  pounds  were  abstracted  from  the  funds  for  accounts  paid  which  it  appeared  had 
not  been  paid  ; pai’tial  security  is  given  to  pay  this  by  instalments,  and  the  late  treasurer 
is  now  the  accountant.  There  is  not  any  instance  of  an  officer  being  suspended  or  removed 
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except  the  late  treasurer,  who  resigned  on  the  discovery  of  the  above  defalcation  in  his 
accounts. 

The  attendants  consist  of  a bleeder  and  cupper,  who  is  paid  a salary  of  21 1.  a year,  and 
a porter  and  messenger,  whose  wages  amount  to  7 s.  Qd.  per  .week.  No  board  or  lodging 
found  them.  They  are  paid  by  the  accountant,  and  were  by  him  appointed. 

There  are  two  governors  or  subscribers  who  supply  any  stores  or  articles  for  the  use 
of  the 'institution.  Nothing  is  supplied  by  contract,  nor  is  any  article  of  the  dispensary 
ever  lent. 

A code  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  affairs  of  this  institution  is  regularly  printed, 
together  with  an  annual  report,  and  laid  before  the  general  meeting,  and  distributed 
among  the  subscribers.  These  reports  are  made  up  by  the  medical  men  and  finance 
committee.  There  are  officers  of  health  elected  by  vestry,  (Christ  Church  parish)  for  each 
parish,  who  meet  weekly  and  distribute  provisions  to  the  poor,  with  straw,  clothing,  &c. 

In  case  it  should  be  hereafter  found  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  given  by 
dispensaries,  this  neighbourhood  contains  a,  sufficient  number  of  persons  qualuied  and 
willing  to  assist  in  a minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  derived  from  presentments,  subscriptions,  donations  and 
bequests.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  .subscribe.  A list  of  the  subscribers  for  the  last 
year,  including  the  subscription  of  each,  is  printed  with  the  rules  and  report,  and  a copy  for 
the  year  1834  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners.  The  existence  of  the  charity 
does  not  rest  on  the  particular  boimty  of  any  one  or  more  subscribers,  but  if  the  sub- 
scriptions were  materially  to  fall  off,  its  chance  of  support  would  be  very  slender  indeed. 
Subscriptions  are  never  accompanied  with  any  stipulation  such  as  that  the  subscriber  or 
any  of  his  family  are  to  obtain  medical  aid  from  the  institution  gratis. 

The  only  deeds  or  paper  relating  to  the  funds  or  property  of  the  institution  are  a mort- 
gage given  for  the  amount  of  the  defalcation  in  the  accounts  of  the  present  accountant  at 
the  time  of  his  holding  the  office  of  treasurer  in  trust  to  the  secretary,  payable  without 
interest,  and  also  the  attorney’s  bill  of  costs  paid  by  the  institution. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  person  paid  for  the  performance  of  that  duty,  and  are 
said  to  rest  with  the  finance  coranaittee ; but,  in  fact,  they  are  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  secretary  notwithstanding  the  late  defalcation,  and.  even  yet  there  is  not  any  security 
given. 

The  general  heads  of  expenditure  are  for  medicines,  salary  and  rent.  Previous  to  pay- 
ment, the  bills  are  examined  by  the  committee,  and  the  money  is  paid  on  their  order  through 
their  secretary. 

The  accounts  are  inade  up,  audited  and  reported  every  six  months,  and  presented  to  the 
subscribers  once  a year,  and  copies  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  latest  account,  acopy  of  which  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

Abstract  of  Account  1832-3. 


Receipt  : 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1 Expenditure  : 

£. 

d. 

Balance  from  last  Account  - - 

■ l8 

8 

- 

' Salaries  and  Wages  - - - - - 

3*5 

18 

- 

Amount  of  Subscriptions  - - - 

- 245 

4 

- 

Medicines  - --  --  --  - 

216 

Q 

- 

Presentments  ------ 

- 260 

- 

- 

Wine  and  Spirits  ------ 

16 

6 

~ 

Bequest  of  the  late  Mrs.  Margaret 

Turpentine,  Treacle,  Oil,  &c.  - - 

20 

4 

6 

Guinon,  per  Dr.  Guavry  - • • - 

- 5 

- 

- 

Lard,  Vinegar,  &c.  &c.  - - . - 

15 

10 

- 

Cash  received  from  late  Treasurer 

Premiums  by  Humane  Society  - - 

3 

7 

6 

on  account  of  liis  Defalcation  - 

- 84 

10 

7 

Pipe  Water  -------- 

2 

2 

- 

Balance  due  to  Finance  Committee 

- 75 

13 

3i 

Furniture,  Apparatus,  Repairs,  Sta- 

/ 

Uoneiy,  &c.  ------- 

32 

10 

- 

/ 

Rent  and  Insurance  - - - _ . 

24 

2 

1 

/ 

Collecting  Subscriptions  - - - - 
Contingencies — say  Herbs,  Bottles, 

11 

9 

8 

/ 

1 Corks,  Sheep  Skins  for  Blisters, 

1 &c.  &c.  - --  --  --  - 

30 

16 

Ik 

£.  688 

15 

lOi 

j £.688 

*5 

1 

There  are  no  lectux'es  given ; no  dissections  or  post  mortem  examinations,  unless  the 
friends  of  the  deceased  consent  to  the  latter. 

The  Cork  General  Dispensaiy  was  established  with  the  view  of  providing  medicine  and 
medical  attendance  for  the  sick  poor  of  the  city,  and  it  is  now  made  to  include  within  its 
sphere  of  operation  the  suburbs  and  the  approaches  to  the  town  as  far  as  the  lamps  and 
paving  may  extend  in  any  direction.  This  area,  which  is  of  very  great  extent  and  densely 
populated,  is  divided  into  seven  districts,  and  there  being  seven  physicians  attached  to  the 
institution,  one  district  is  given  in  charge  to  each  of  them. 

The  chief  object  sought  to  be  attained  by  this  dispensary  is  to  afford  medical  assistance 
in  cases  of  “ acute  disease,  ” the  subjects  of  which  are  for  the  most  part  confined  to  their 
beds  and-  dwellings,  and  its  very  great  utility  is  evident  when  it  is  stated  that  very  few  of 
these  cases  (as  they  are  medical,  and  do  not  come  under  denominations  of  fever  cases) 
can  be  admitted  into  the  two  infirmaries  or  the  fever  hospital. 

Upon  the  medical  staff  is  imposed  the  task  of  making  domiciliary  visits,  as  well  as  pre- 
scribing for  patients  who  may  come  before  them  at  the  dispensary,  and  they  are  obhged^to 
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visit  in  eveiy  case,  the  fii-st  time  that  an  extern  ticket  is  sent  to  them,  and  to  continue 
attendance  upon  patients  at  their  residences  if  the  illness  be  such  as  to  prevent  personal 
application  at  the  dispensary.  This,  entails  upon  the  physicians  great  labour  and  mucli  loss 
of  time,  for  which  they  receive  no  adequate  remuneration,  and  two  are  not  paid  at  all,  while 
it  is  admitted  they  have  discharged  theii-  duties  with  much  credit  to  themselves,  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  curate,  who  has  been  seven  years  aiding  the  poor,  never  heard  any  complaint 
against  them. 

The  situation  of  the  dispensary  is  not  central;  and  it  is  very  deshable  that  there  should  be 
another  in  the  opposite  quarter  of  the  city,  which  has  been  very  frequently  suggested  at  their 
meetings,  but  has  not  been  acted  upon  fi-om  the  fear  of  exceeding  their  means,  which  are  very 
limited. 

The  funds,  small  in  themselves,  have  been  considerably  embarrassed'  by  3.  defalcation  to 
the  amount  of  700  Z.  and  upwai-ds  on  the  part  of  the  late  treasurer.  An  account  of  this  is 
given  in  the  report  of  the  committee  for  1S32.  To  meet  this  deficiency  they  have  got  a deed 
from  Mr.  Young  (the  late  treasurer,  and  now,  be  it  obsei-ved,  kept  as  “ accountant”  to  the 
dispensary  at  a salary  of  20 1.  per  annum),  a deed  secured  upon  house  property,  and  producing 
501.  per  annum,  to  beheld  by  the  secretary  until  the  debt  incurred  by  Mr.  Young  shall 
be  paid  off;  but  no  interest  is  accruing  to  tlie  funds  of  the  charity,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  apply  a legacy  of  600(.  left  by  Mr.  Rochfeit  to  the  liquidation. ofunpaid  debts,  the  inte- 
rest of  which  sum  is  lost  also. 

The  secretary  is  at  present  bond  fide  the  treasurer.  He  does  not  lodge  the  money  in  any 
bank,  nor  dcfes  he  give  security.  This  we  find  omitted  in  every  case,  and  beg  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  boai-d  to  it.  The  committee  too,  in  the  instance  before  us,  must  come  in 
for  a share  of  our  reprehension  and  reproof:  they  placed  implicit  confidence  in  this  treasurer, 
and  did  not  examine  vouchers  for  the  payment  of  such  bills  as  jvere  returned  to  them  as 
paid  by  him. 

We  find  too  there  is  a salaried  officer  belonging  to.  this  establishment,  who  holds  an 
appointment,  which  we  confess  is  now  for  the  first  time  heard  of.  Mr.  Michael  Troy  is 
bleeder  as  well  as  cupper  to  the  dispensaiy,  and  is  paid  twenty  guineas  per  annum  for 
doing  what  we  conceive  ought  to  be  done  by  the  apothecary,  or  at  feast  by  senior  appren- 
tices. We  strongly  deprecate  the  plan  of  allowing  an  uneducated  and  unprofessional 
person  to  perform  “ venesection,”  an  operation  which,  simple,  as  it  may  appear,  may  be 
productive  of  most  serious  and  even  fatal  consequences.  We  do  not  learn,  however,  that 
such  has  been  the  case,  which  we  take  to  be  mere  matter  of  good  fortune. 

We  have  only  in  conclusion  to  state,  that  even,  with  the  objections  which  we  have  above 
noticed,  and  to  which  we  have  directed  the  attention  of  the  subscribers,  this  institution  is 
effecting  gTeat  good,  and  affording  most  material  relief  to  the  numerous  poor  who  get  re- 
commended to  it ; and  we  cannot  but  lament  that  a charity  so  deserving  of  public  patronage 
is  not  more  liberally  supported  or  better  managed. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

ilev.  John  Busteed.— E.  Levbtt — Mr.  Llotd. — Rev.  Mr.  M‘Namara,  p.p. — Mr.  Penrose. — 
W.  Sheehy,  esq.,  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  population  of  the  district  is  between  2,000  and  3,000,  and  the  extent  about  three 
miles  to  the  most  distant  point.  Tlie  medical  institutions  w ithin  six  miles  are, — Cork,  two 
miles  ; _Carrigaline,  four  miles  ; Passage,  fom  miles ; Blackrock,  four  miles.  There  are  no 
other  institutions  within  the  bounds  of  the  district.  This  institution  appears  to  be  well 
placed,  and  was  established  by  resolutions  agreed  to  at  a general  meeting  on  a conviction  of 
the  necessity  for  such  a charity  at  this  place.  The  greatest  extent  of  country  included  in 
one  dispensary  should  not  exceed  fom-  miles.  No  persons  are  refused  relief  at  the  dis- 
pensary. There  is  not  any  intern  accommodation,  but  no  evil  has  arisen  from  the  want  of 
It,  owing  to  its  contiguity  to  Cork,  where  the  poor  go  without  any  reluctance,  and  get  ail 
necessary  accommodation  in  fever  hospitals  and  infirmaries.  It  is  considered  that  the 
assistance  is  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

A respectable  and  commodious  dwelling-house  is  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary, 
which  consists  of  tliree  rooms.  One  is  occupied  by  the  resident  attendant,  a second  fomis  a 
waiting-room  for  patients,  and  the  third  the  prescribing-room,  in  which  the  medicines  are 
These  rooms  are  neat  and  clean,  in  a good  state  of  repair,  and  appear  to  be 
^fficieut  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution.  There  is  not  any  garden  or  grounds  attached. 
I he  buildmg  is  occupied  by  the  female  attendant,  who  is  the  only  person  resident.  It  is  not 
the  property  of  the  institution,  hut  is  held  from  a subscriber  from  year  to  year,  at  a rent  of 
5^.  lOs.  per  annum.  There  is  no  apprehension,  however,  of  inconvenience  arising  from  a 
change  of  ownership,  as  the  rent  paid  is  considered  sufficient,  and  there  would  not  be  any 
ill  getting  as  good  a house  at  any  time,  if  removal  was  requisite. 

Ihe  only  medical  officer  attached  to  the  institution  is  about  thirty  years  of  age.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Edinburgh  College  of  Surgeons,  where  he  also  studied  midwifery.  He 
resides  m Cork,  about  two  miles  from  the  dispensaiy,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1828,  at 
the  original  establishment  of  the  institution  by  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  held  for  tlie 
purpose  of  forming  the  dispensary.  He  had  just  returned  to  Cork  after  his  studies,  and 
commenced  as  a practitioner : he  is  likewise  surgeon  to  the  city  of  Cork  gaol,  in  which 
capacity  he  receives  a salary  of  50(.  per  amium;  and  is  obliged  to  visit  the  establishment 
, V 4 twice 
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twice  a week.  In  case  of  illness  or  temporary  absence,  he  may  find  a substitute  ; but  if 
the  absence  is  longer  than  one  week,  he  must  give  notice  to  the  committee  of  the  name  of 
sucli  substitute  for  approval ; he  is  allowed  private  practice  ; his  attendance  at  this  dis- 
pensary is  fixed  on  three  days  in  each  week,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday,  for  as  long  a 
period  each  day  as  required,  and  whenever  he  is  sent  for  besides.  There  is  no  student  or 
pupil,  and  the  medicines  are  dispensed  by  himself. 

The  medical  attendant  receives  70l.  per  annum  from  the  funds  of  the  institution;  but  is 
not  allowed  any  horse  or  conveyance,  nor  board  or  lodging.  The  grand  jury  may  grant 
what  sum  they  please.  On  the  formation  of  the  institution,  they  gave  not  quite  half  the 
sum  subscribed.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  control  to  prevent  collusion 
between  a physician  and  his  friends  ; but  here  such  an  occurrence  as  a combination  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  an  institution  for  the  sake  of  medical  appointment,  and  to  obtain  a 
county  grant,  has  never  taken  place  ; and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  present,  that 
the  affidavit  of  the  treasurer  and  medical  attendant  might  prevent  it. 

The  medical  officer  was  elected  by  the  inhabitants  at  the  formation  of  the  institution,  and 
would  be  now  elected  by  the  subscribers.  There  has  not  been  any  vacancy  since  its  first 
establishment.  Notice  was  not  given  in  the  newspapers  of  the  intention  to  elect  a medical 
attendant  at  the  formation  of  the  institution  ; but  the  present  medical  man  being  known  in 
the  neighbourhood,  was  appointed  without  opposition.  Having  obtained  a degree  from  any 
of  the  recognized  colleges  is  sufficient  testimonial,  and  there  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of 
a medical  officer.  Notice  of  his  appointment  was  not  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  All  sub- 
scribers of  ll.  Is.  per  hnnum  or  upwards  are  entitled  to  vote.  It  is  supposed  that  from  the 
contiguity  to  Cork,  the  neighbourhood  could  not  support  a medical  man  independent  of  the 
institution,  and  there  are  not  any  medical  gentlemen  residing  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. In  case  of  harshnesjs  or  bad  treatment,  the  patients  can  complain  to  any  subscriber 
or  to  the  committee ; and  the  poor  are  perfectly  well  aware  of  this  mode  of  redress,  but  the 
Rev.  Mr.  M'Namara,  n.  p.  stated  that  he  never  heard  of  any  complaint. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  appear  sufficiently  neat  and  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  There  appears  to  be  but  a small  supply  of  medicines  ; however,  from  its  vicinity  to 
Cork,  a fresh  supply  can  be  easily  procured  for  the  institution.  Quinine,  and  all  medicines 
necesWry,  are  used  here,  being  supplied  by  a druggist  in  Cork  (who  is  not  a subscriber)  and 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer.  The  annual  expense  is  about  20 1.  When  the  medical  attendant 
(s  absent,  the  medicines  are  under  the  care  of  the  servant.  No  medicines  are  ever  sold. 
The  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.  appear  to  be  sufficient.  Medicines  for  private 
practice  are  not  kept  with  those  of  the  institution.  There  are  no  surgical  insriuraents 
belonging  to  the  institution.  Leeches  are  not  often  used,  but  if  necessary  they  can  be 
ordered.  °The  medical  officer  is  bound  as  far  as  he  is  able  to  give  vaccine  matter  gratis.  He 
never  inoculates  with  small-pox  matter,  not  approving  of  it. 

A rec^ister  is  kept,  which  particularises  the  disease  of  each  patient  and  its  termination. 

In  1831  the  number  of  patients  relieved  or  cured  was  1,746  - - - 15  died. 

1832  „ „ 1,668  - - - 17  „ 

1833  „ „ » 1,930  - - - 19  „ 

The  register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  who  enters  each  case  on  receiving  the 
recommendation.  A copy  is  lodged  with  the  grand  jury.  No  patients  ai-e  refiised.  There 
have  not  been  any  capital  operations  performed  during  the  last  three  years. 

The  poor  generally  are  entitled  on  -a  recommendation,  also  the  servants  of  subscribers.- 
Persons  not  entitled  may  have  received  relief,  but  it  rarely  occurs  except  in  the  cases  of  the 
better  classes  of  servants,  who  all  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  institution.  The 
medical  officer  considers  himself  bound  to  attend  to  all  persons  recommended.  There  are 
some  persons,  about  four  in  number,  who  subscribe  10  s.  each,  and  have  themselves  and  families 
attended  gratis,  but  this  would  not  be  done  w'ere  they  not  of  the  poorer  classes.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  each  person  must  have  a recommendation  to  obtain  aid  from  the  institution,  these 
however  are  easily  obtained  as  no  subscriber  is  limited  as  to  numbers.  An  applicant  would 
not  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  charity  because  of  being  a stranger,  or  being  disliked 
by  the  subscribers. 

The  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution  and  attended  at  their  own  dwellings,  when  neces- 
sary, or  whenever  a subscriber  directs,  and  the  medical  attendant  has  expressed  his  readiness 
to  attend  at  night,  but  of  course  from  not  residing  in  the  district  there  would  be  a difficulty. 
In  cases  of  accident,  should  lie  be  absent,  he  will  immediately  attend  on  being  sent  for. 
No  person  is  entitled  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  institution.  The  medical 
officer  altends  difficult  cases  of  lying-in  on  being  called  on  by  a midwife.  The  midwives  are 
in  o-eneral  uneducated,  but  obtain  knowledge  by  experience ; and  it  does  not  appear  that 
injuries  from  the  ignorance  of  midwives  are  frequent.  There  have  been  only  two  deaths  in 
childbirth  since  the  dispensary  opened;  should  it  be  necessary  daily  attendance  would  be 
given  as  often  as  the  case  required  it.  It  is  not  considered  that  occasional  attendance, 
except  in  cases  of  chronic  disease,  is  of  any  use ; the  medical  attendant  being  in  the  habit 
of  dispensing  the  medicines  has  not  of  late  deemed  it  necessary  to  enter  the  prescriptions. 
Vaccination  is  performed  whenever  any  one  applies,  in  the  opinion  vaccination  ameliorates 
small-pox  very  considerably,  though  it  does  not  altogether  prevent  the  occurrence  of  that 
disease.  Three  or  four  cases  were  mentioned  of  small-pox  occurring  after  vaccination,  and 
of  one  in  particular,  to  a person  of  high  rank,  of  confluent  small-pox,  which  proved  fatal. 
The  people  appear  anxious  to  have  their  children  vaccinated. 

There  is  nothing  given  but  medicine,  nor  is  there  any  charity  on  which  an  order  for 
clothing,  fuel,  &c.  For  the  sick  poor  could  be  given. 

^ . • About 
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About  50  constitute  the  principal  direction,  but  among  these  there  is  no  medical  or 
salaried  officer.  The  institution  has  been  essentially  under  the  management  of  the  com- 
mittee. Medical  or  salaried  officers  have  no  participation  in  the  management,  nor  is  any 
person,  ex  officio,  in  the  principal  direction.  A regular  fixed  meetmg  takes  place  once  a 
year.  No  particular  number  are  required  in  order  to  constitute  a meeting,  but  as  many  as 
attend  form  one;  the  meetings  are  regularly  attended,  from  seven  to  14  {ue  in  the  habit  of 
attending.  All  governors  are  entitled  to  vote;  none  can  vote  by  proxy,  and  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  are  kept. 

The  regulation  of  the_  managing  committee  is,  that  they  should  meet  once  a month,  or 
as  often  as  expedient,  in  ivhich  case  they  are  summoned  by  the  secretary ; they  are  ap- 
pointed at  each  annual  meeting,  and  minutes  are  kept  of  committee  meetincs.  There  is 
a board  of  surperintendence  fixed  by  the  grand  jury,  but  they  have  never  met,  nor  as  a 
body  ever  taken  any  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  institution.  There  are  no  visiting  governors, 
nor  any  vrho  visit -the  patients  officially. 

The  only  officers  not  meilical  ai-e  the  treasurer  and  the  secretary,  who  are  elected  annually. 
There  are  no  bye-laws  printed.  The  voting  is  open,  and  this  mode  is  considered  beneficial. 
Particular  religious  belief  does  not  exclude  any  one  from  being  an  officer.  The  treasurer 
and  medical  attendant  are  Protestants;  the  secretary  is  a Roman  Catholic.  A veto  is  not 
thought  necessary,  as  the  subscribers  are  considered  the  best  judges.  The  treasurer  and 
collector  are  not  paid,  they  account  to  the  general  meeting  and  the  o-rand  jury.  The 
treasurer  does  not  give  security.  There  has  not  been  any  instance  of  an  officer  beino- 
su^ended  or  removed.  ” ” 

Tliere  is  one  female  attendant  belonging  to  the  institution  who  resides  in  the  house  but 
is  not  provided  with  board ; her  wages  are  SL  4 s.  per  annum,  .without  any  perquisites,  she 
is  paid  by  the  treasurer,  and  is  appointed  and  can  be  dischai-ged  by  the  committee.  No 
mortality  has  occurred  among  the  attendants  since  the  formation  of  the  institution. 

No  person  connected  with  the  institution  supplies  it  with  any  article,  nor  is  any  article  be- 
longing to  the  institution  ever  lent  or  used  by  a governor  or  officer. 

Tiiere  is  but  one  set  of  rules  printed,  which  are  framed  and  posted  up  in  the  dispensaiy. 
It  is  not  supposed  that  the  present  regulations  restrict  the  utility  of  the  institution,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  gentlemen  present  was,  that  there  is  not  any  alteration  required,  and  that  the 
institution  appears  to  work  well.  They  are  also  of  opinion  that  their  own  system  is  appro- 
priate, and  that  a uniform  system  for  management  would  be  desirable. 


Reports  are  made  out  annually,  and  submitted  to  the  meeting;  they  are  then  printed. 
In  case  of  necessity  a board  of  health  might  be  formed,  but  at  present  it  is  not  necessary. 
There  are  many  persons  in  the  district  capable  of  entering  into  a more  minute  inquiry  into 
the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  who  would  be  willing  to  assist  if  such  inquiry  was  considered 
necessary. 

The  subscriptions  amounted  to — 

£.  s.  d. 

Inl831  - - - - - - 58  15  - 

1832  - riS  18  - 

1833  - --  --  --  - 50  9_ 

Grand  jury  presentments — 

For  1831  - - - - - - 50  - - 

1832  50  - - 

1833  - --  --  --  - 54  -- 


There  are  only  two  som-ces  from  which  the  funds  are  derived.  The  existence  of  the  insti- 
tution does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  one  or  two  subscribers.  The  subscriptions  are  not 
very  fluctuating.  There  is  not  any  property  belonging  to  the  institution. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  remain  until  wanted.  No 
money  remains  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers. 

The  expenditure  was  for — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - 109  4 8i 

1832  - - - - - - - - 114  3 5A 

1833  - - - - - - - - 113  18  e' 


The  general  heads  of  expenditur-e  are  officer’s  salary,  medicine,  servant,  coals,  printing, 
douceur  to  physician,  which  latter  appears,  by  the  reports  of  the  institution  for  the  years 
1831,  1832  and  1833,  to  have  amounted  to  the  sums  of  5/.,  9/.  ahd  lO/.  in  each  of  those 
years  respectively.  The  bills  are  examined  previous  to  payment  by  the  committee,  and  are 
then  paid  by  the  treasurer. 
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APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  jfrom  the  COMMISSIONEES  for  inquiring 


DiSrENSARIES. 

Mti^er.  Persons  who  attended  the  Examination.* 

County  of  City 

of  Cork.  George  Arbuckle,  esq. ; — and  the  Medical  Attendant. 


Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Biirrett.esq.  m.d. 


Glamire  or 
Strand  Hoad 
Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building. 
Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 


The  Strand  Road  Dispensary  has  been  established  only  with  a view  to  the  granting  of 
external  aid  to  the  poor.  It  possesses  all  the  means  of  affording  any  intern  accommodation 
to  the  sick,  and  though  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  an  hospital  of  a proportionate  extent 
would  be  of  much  utility  to  the  neighbourhood,  the  want  of  it  is  not  attended  with  that  degree 
of  inconvenience  which  manifests  itself  in  other  places.  The  city  of  Cork,  with  its  numerous 
medical  charities,  is  within  one  mile  of  the  institution,  and  there  are  dispensaries  at  Rlarney 
and  at  Glamnire,  distant  respectively  five  miles  and  a half  and  four  miles.  Ihe  immediate 
district  attached  to  the  Strand  Road  dispensary  is  not  of  much  extent ; no  part  of  it 
is  more  distant  than  three  miles,  and  it  contains  a population  of  about  1,000  souls.  It  is 
stated  that  no  one  who  has  made  application  for  relief  to  it  with  a proper  recommendation 
has  ever  been  refused  relief,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  actual  number  of  persons  who  are 
dependent  on  it  for  professional  assistance  is  about  the  greatest  that  should  ever  be  placed 

under  the  charge  of  one  medical  attendant.  , -i  i.-  j r i. 

The  business  of  the  charity  is  carried  on  in  one  small  room,  which  has  been  hired  tor  the 
purpose,  and  for  which  a rent  of  o Z.  a year  is  paid. 

There  is  but  one  medical  attendant ; he  resides  within  about  one  quarter  of  a mile  trom  the 
institution,  at  which  he  is  required  to  attend  on  three  days  in  each  week,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  prescribing  for  the  poor  who  may  present  themselves.  He  is  a.t  present  about 
36  years  of  age,  and  was  appointed  by  election  in  the  year  1831,  with  the  understanding  that 
he  was  to  give  his  services  as  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary  and  accoucheur,  tiis  qualihca- 
tions  consist  of  having  attained  the  degree  of  m.  d.  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  of  which 
he  produced  the  testimonials,  and  having  gone  through  a course  of  instructions  in  midwifery, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Woodroofe,  in  Cork.  Previous  to  his  appointment  he  was 
enoRo-ed  in  practice  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  he  is  still  permitted  to  attend  to  private  patients 
onliis  own  account.  Notwithstanding  this  it  is  stated  that  he  has  never  been  absent  from  hs 
duties,  and  that  he  has  been  always  found  at  hand  when  his  aid  has  been  required  by  any 
'sudden  emergency.  He  alone,  at  all  times,  is  the  dispenser  of  medicine  to  the  poor  ; how- 
ever, if  his  temporary  absence  should  be  called  for,  the  committee  are  represented  as  being 
disposed  to  errant  him  permission  to  find  a substitute  for  the  performance  of  his  duties.  As 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  length  of  the  periods  of  his  attendance,  they  have  been  hitherto 
found  to  answer  all  the  proposed  ends,  and  if  any  of  the  poor  should  have  reason  to  complain 
of  neglect  or  harshness,  a remedy  lies  accessible  to  them  in  the  committee,  before  whom,  on 
one  occasion,  a complaint  was  preferred,  which  on  investigation  was  found  destitute  of  foun- 
dation. It  is  but  just  to  add,  that  the  secretary  bears  strong  testimony  to  the ' degree  m 
which  the  medical  attendant  possesses  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  inhabitants.  It  should  be  remarked,  that  immediately  previous  to  his  election  there  was 
a considerable  accession  to  the  usual  number  of  governors,  and  there  is  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  friends  of  the  several  candidate^  contributed  for  the  one  occasion,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  vote,  as  they  have  to  a considerable  degree  declined  to  renew  their 
subscriptions.  . , • n .x  j r 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  fixed  at  80 1.  per  annum.  Of  this  sum  20 1.  is  allotted  lor 
the  expenses  of  a residence ; but  he  does  not  receive  any  allowance  towards  the  mamtenance 
of  a horse.  The  salary  is  paid  from  the  general  funds  of  the  establishment,  and  its  amount 
is  entirely  dependent  on  the  discretion  of  the  subscribers.  They  are  at  liberty  to  raise  it  m 
whatever  degree  they  may  think  proper,  and  in  doing  this  are  quite  beyond  the  control  of  the 
grand  jury,  who  have  no  other  means  of  checking  their, expenditure  than  by  withholding 
their  sanction  from  the  usual  annual  presentmerit ; however,  there  ai-e  not  any  grounds  for 
suspecting  any  thing  improper,  whether  in  the  origin  or  in  the  conduct  of  the  present  charity. 

Subscribers  of  iZ.  is.  annually  are  alone  entitled  to  give  their  votes  at  the  election  of  a me- 
dical attendant,  which  takes  place  without  any  necessity  for  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the 
grand  jury  to  the  appointment  of  the  successful  candidate,  or  to  the  adequacy  of  his  quM- 
fications.  When  the  last  vacancy  in  the  situation  took  place,  an  advertisement,  inviting 
competitors  to  come  forward,  was  inserted  in  three  newspapers,  and  was  repeated  during  a 
period  of  three  weeks.  It  was  announced  that  each  person  should  possess  a degree  from 
some  university,  and  there  was  not  any  limitation  as  to  age.  Seven  candidates  came  forward. 
Notwithstanding  the  very  close  proximity  of  Glanmire  road  to  Cork,  it  is  stated  that  none 
of  the  qualified  practitioners  residing  in  that  city  would  be  willing  to  attend  the  present  dis- 
pensary without  remuneration.  The  district  contains  a veiy  considerable  number  of  wealthy 
residents,  whose  practice  would  be  very  likely  to  afford  an  adequate  maintenance  to  a medica 
man  settling  among  them.  The  dispensary  does  not  grant  any  allowances  or  retiring  pensions 
to  its  officers,  nor  has  there  been  any  mortality  amongst  them. 


* The  limited  attendance  at  the  examinatinn  into  the  condition  .of  the  Glanmire  Dispensary  was 
explained  b>  the  medical  attendant  in.  saying,  that  he  had  not  accurately  understood  the  letter  ol  none 
which  had  been  forwarded  to  him  It  may,  however,  be  stated,  that  little  advantage  could  have  oee. 
derived  from  the  presence  of  any  number  of  the  supporters,  as  their  interest  m the  dispensary  is  on  y 
be  traced  by  their  payment  of  an  annual  contribution.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  them  ever 
any  part  in  the  management  of  its  affairs. 
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The  room  for  dispensing  medicine  is  neat  and  cleanly.  The  drugs,  including  quinine 
morphia  and  some  other  of  the  more  delicate  preparations  are  of  the  best  quality ; the  sup- 
ply of  them  is  rather  scanty,  which  is,  however,  of  the  less  consequence  from  the  facility 
wth  which  it  can  be  replenished  at  Cork,  where  every  thing  is  purchased  from  the  Messrs. 
Gosnell  & Son,  wholesale  druggists  and  apotheciiries.  The  amount  paid  to  these  gentlemen 
by  the  treasurer  on  account  of  their  yearly  bills  has,  during  the  last  three  years,  averaged 
about  I2l.  (The  firm  does  not  contribute  to  the  charity,  and  has  therefore  no  share  in  the 
management  of  it.)  The  stock  of  medicine  remains  always  under  the  care  of  the  medical 
attendant,  who  is  not  permitted  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  part  of  it,  otherwise  than  in  the 
practice  of  the  dispensary.  Being  only  engaged  in  private  practice  as  a physician  he  does 
not  keep  any  medicines  for  his  patients.  The  usual  apparatus  for  forming  decoctions,  &c., 
lias  been  provided.  The  surgical  instruments  are  few,  being  limited  to  a stomach  pump  and  a 
tooth  instrument ; nevertheless,  they  are  found  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity,  and 
any  deficiency  is  supplied  from  the  private  instruments  of  the  physician.  The  high  cost  of 
leeches  prevents  their  being  ever  made  use  of  in  the  practice  of  the  dispensary.  The  rules 
of  the  dispensary  require  that  the  poor  shall  be  gratuitously  vaccinated  by  the  medical 
attendant.  This  is  done  to  a considerable  extent,  and  the  physician  states  that  his  expe- 
rience has  led  him  to  form  a very  favourable  opinion  of  the  preventive  efficacy  of  the  practice. 
He  has  never  seen  a case  of  well  authenticated  small-pox  to  occur,  where  the  operation  had 
been  performed  with  proper  care  and  attention,  and  he  has  observed  an  increasing  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  public  in  the  security  conferred  by  it.  The  disease  of  small-pox 
has  ceased  to  be  frequent  in  the  district ; he  is  not  forbidden  to  inoculate  with  the  matter  of 
it,  but  is  averse  to  so  doing. 

The  attending  physician  keeps  a register  of  the  circumstances  under  which  all  applica- 
tions for  assistance  are  made  to  him.  A copy  of  this  register,  containing  a statement  of  the 
number  of  persons  relieved  in  each  year,  is  presented  to  the  grand  juiy  previous  to  the  usual 
presentment  being  granted.  It  would  appear  that  nearly  1,500  persons  have  been  relieved 
during  each  of  tlie  last  three  years,  and  that  within  that  period  no  person  has  been  refused 
aid  under  any  circumstances.  The  number  of  lying-in  women  attended  was  about  20,  and 
no  surgical  operation  of  any  importance  had  been  performed. 

All  paupers  and  persons  (including  the  seiwants  of  subscribers)  who  have  obtained  a proper 
recommendation  are  entitled  to  the  assistance  of  the  dispensary.  An  order  is  considered 
necessary,  but  as  each  subscriber  may  issue  any  number  of  them,  which  require  each  but 
a single  signature,  it  is  stated  that  there  is  not,  even  in  the  case  of  a stranger,  any  difficulty 
in  complying  with  the  required  preliminary. 

Notwithstanding  the  facility  which  exists  in  this  point,  there  are  no  grounds  for  supposing 
that  any  but  the  really  needy  and  those  wffiose  circumstances  justly  entitle  them  to  gratui- 
tous relief,  have  been  accustomed  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity.  There  is  but 
one  subscriber  to  a less  amount  than  1 /.  1 yearly,  and  he  does  not  receive  either  advice 
or  medicine  from  the  dispensary. 

On  three  days  in  each  week,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  the  poor  who  present  them- 
selves at  the  institution  are  attended  to  by  the  physician,  who  is  further  bound  to  visit  in 
their  own  houses,  at  any  place  within  the  limits  of  the  district,  those  persons  who  may  be  con- 
fined by  sickness.  This,  he  states,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  doing  as  often  as  circumstances  may 
require,  and  sometimes  even  at  night.  He  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  occasional  attendance 
can  he  productive  of  but  little  benefit  in  cases  of  acute  disorder,  although  it  may  be  dif- 
ficult where  the  affection  has  assumed  a slow  or  chronic  chai'acter. 

Tile  charity,  does  not  supply  either  splints  or  bandages  for  the  treatment  of  fractures  and 
other  accidents.  It  only  affords  the  assistance  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  generally 
contiives  to  supply  the  deficiency  from  some  other  source.  With  respect  to  lying-in  women 
it  is  only  when  paifurition  has  become  complicated  or  difficult  that.he  can  be  called  on  to  act 
without  remuneration  by  the  poor.  At  other  times  they  are  attended  by  midwives,  who, 
although  no  positive  mischief  has  been  traced  to  their  interference,  are  yet  said  to  be  very 
ignorant,  and  very  little  qualified  for  the  task  which  they  undertake. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  examined  the  prescription  book  kept  by  the  physician.  The 
remedies  appeared  to  them  to  indicate  a vei-y  judicious  line  of  practice,  and  it  was  stated  that 
none  other  were  compounded  than  those  of  the  medical  attendant. 

The  design  of  the  dispensary  does  not  extend  to  the  supplying  any  kind  of  nourishment 
to  the  sick  poor,  nor  is  this  deficiency,  which  is  much  to  be  deplored,  supplied  by  any  other 
charity  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  subscribers,  who  amount  to  about  44,  are  supposed  to  attend  to  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  institution ; they  appear,  however,  not  to  have  performed  this  duty  with  any 
degree  of  regularity.  The  fixed  general  meetings  of  the  governors  are  appointed  to  be  held 
twice  in  each  year ; nevertheless  there  has  hardly  been  an  assembly  since  the  formation  of 
the  charity,  although  all  governors  are  alike  entitled  to  attend  and  to  vote  (ladies  alone  are  per- 
mitted to  vote  by  proxy);  of  such  meetings  as  have  taken  place  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
have  been  kept,  and  they  appear  to  have  been  attended  by  four  or  five  governors,  that, 
or  even  a smaller  number,  being,  authorized  to  transact  business.  The  surgeon  is  not  a 
governor  of  the  dispensary,  nor  has  he  been  allowed  to  participate,  at  least  materially,  in  its 
management. 

A managing  committee  has  existed,  at  least  in  name,  since  the  origin  of  the  institution. 
Its  members  are  directed  to  assemble  every  half-year,  but  they  have  in  truth  peifonned  little 
or  no  duty,  though  an  account  of  their  proceedings  has  been  always  kept.  The  grand  jury 
have  not  appointed  a board  of  superintendence,  nor  do  any  of  the  governors  act  as  visitors, 
so  as  in  some  measure  to  supply  the  defect  of  general  management. 
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Dispensaries. 

Mvnster. 
County  of  City 
of  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett,  esq-,  k.d. 

Olanmirt  or 
Strand  Road 
Dispensary. 


Officers  not 

medical. 

Attendants. 

Stores. 

Rules. 


Reports, 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


The  treasurer,  who  is  the  only  non-medical^  officer,  has  continued  to  hold  his  appointment  , 
since  the  origin  of  the  institution,  when  he  was  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  open 
voting  was  the  mode  adopted,  and  that  which  hitherto  has  been  fqund  of  the  most  advan- 
tage. The  treasurer  gives  no  security,  but  neither  does  he  receive  any  salary ; he  accounts 
annually  with  the  grand  jury. 

It  is  stated  that  in  the  selection  of  officers  no  religious  or  sectarian  prejudices  have  ever 
interfered.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  would  however  observe,  that  although  the  present 
appointments  are  certainly  worthy  of  commendation,  yet  the  only  effectual  mode  of  preventing 
the  occurrence  of  improper  ones  would  be  to  vest  a discretionary  veto  in  some  superior 
authority. 

A servant  woman  is  engaged  to  reside  in  the  dispensary,  she  receives  no  wages,  and  has 
no  other  remuneration  for  her  services  than  the  advantage  of  a residence ; she  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  medical  attendant. 

The  only  articles  purchased  to  any  extent  are  drugs  ; it  should  have  been  mentioned  that 
these  are  procured  on  the  same  terms  as  they  are  furnished  to  the  North  Infirmary,  to  which 
institution  the  Messrs.  Gosnell  supply  them  according  to  contract  prices. 

There  are  not  any  rules  for  the  conducting  this  dispensary,  every  thing  appears  to  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  fortunately  is  attentive  and  correct ; at  the 
same  time,  were  he  otherwise  disposed,  he  would  be  equally  without  superior  control. 
The  Assistant  Commissioners  regret  to  add,  that  the  present  establishment  bears  too  close  a 
resemblance  in  this  particular  to  a large  proportion  of  the  medical  charities  which  they  have 
visited  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

No  report  of  the  circumstances  and  affairs  of  the  charity  has  ever  been  prepared  either 
for  the  subscribers  or  for  the  members  of  the  grand  jury ; nevertheless  the  district  contains 
a considerable  number  of  persons  of  the  educated  classes,  who  would  willingly  co-operate 
in  the  investigation  of  the  real  condition  of  the  poorer  inhabitants,  and  it  is  conceived  that 
much  good  might  be  effected  if  the  former  were  to  constitute  a permanent  board  of  health 
for  general  sanatory  purposes. 

the  dispensary  is  not  possessed  of  any  permanent  property,  its  existence  is  entirely 
dependent  on  the  adequacy  of  its  annual  income,  which  is  derived  partly  from  sub- 
scribers and  partly  from  the  county.  There  is  not  much  inequality  in  the  respective  con- 
tributions of  the  annual  subscribers,  amongst  whom  no  individual  of  the  poorer  classes  is  to 
be  found.  The  amount  of  subscriptions  in  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows ; viz. — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - - - - 227  -- 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - - 44  14- 

1833  - - .-  - - - 60  10  6 


The  striking  defalcation  in  the  receipts  of  the  two  latter  years  is  at  once  perceived ; the 
cause  of  it  has  been  intimated  above  in  speaking  of  the  sudden  increase  in  the  list  of 
governors  which  preceded  an  election. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  secretary,  who  pays  them  over  to  the  treasurer ; in  his 
hands  they  remain  until  wanted. 

E-xpeiiditure.  The  chief  items  of  expenditure  are  the  salary  of  physician,  rent  of  house  and  cost  of 

medicine  ; all  payments  are  made  by  the  treasurer  alone,  after  the  bills  have  been  examined 
by  the  medical  attendant. 

Accounts.  accounts  of  income  and  expenditure  are  made  up  every  half-year,  but  although  a copy 

is  regularly  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  members  of  the  grand  jury,  such  is  never 
done  with  respect  to  the  subscribers. 


County  Kerry. 


Persons  w/io  attended  the  Examination. 


Ardfert 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Jeremiah  O’Connor;  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

There  are  two  other  charities  of  a similar  character  (viz.,  at  Clanmaurice  and  at  Tralee, 
neither  place  more  than  six  miles  off,)  within  the  limits  of  the  district  attached  to  the 
Ardfert  dispensary,  which  contains  a population  of  about  10,000  souls,  and  extends  nearly 
eight  miles  in  all  directions.  These  institutions  are  very  injudiciously  placed,  as  in  some 
respects  the  district  in  question  is  considered  to  be  too  large,  while  it  is  at  the  same  time 
stated,  that  with  reference  to  the  country  which  surrounds  it,  the  above  named  charities  are 
in  number  too  few.  The  witnesses  observe,  that  a dispensary  district  should  never  exceed 
eight  miles  in  diameter,  and  that  to  a certain  number  of  contiguous  ones  a small  hospital 
should  be  attached,  capable  of  receiving  fever  patients  at  all  times,  arid  occasionally  a few 
surgical  cases,  or  a serious  accident.  They  state,  “ that  although  the  institution  has  always 
been  able  to  supply  all  applicants  with  extern  relief  in  advice  and  medicine,  yet  tliat,  in 
several  instances,  the  most  serious  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  the  want  of  internal 
accommodation.” 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  the  house  of  its  medical  officer ; he  receives  patients  in  his 
shop,  and,  for  the  use  thus  made  of  it,  he  is  allowed  lOZ.  a year  as  rent,  from  the  funds  ef 
the  charity. 

^ ■ Tha 
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Munster. 
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Aniferl 
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however,  he  has  hitherto  never  had  occasion  to  avail  himself  of  the  assistance  of  any  one. 

A salary  of  50 1.  per  annum  is  given  to  the  medical  attendant,  without  any  further  allow-  Payinent. 

.ance  for  a conveyance  or  for  a residence.  As  to  the  amount  of  payment  awarded,  tlie  sub- 
scribers, it  is  admitted,  have  it  in  their  power  to  increase  it  to  any  sum  within  the  limits  of 
tlie  annual  income  of  the  charity,  and  this  without  respect  to  the  value  of  the  services 
obtained  in  return.  The  grand  jury  has  no  control  over  them  in  the  matter. 

The  appointment  of  tlie  medical  officer  is  altogether  in  the  hands  of  the  subscribers,  who  Eleclion. 
act  without  being  in  any  degree  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  grand  jury.  There  can, 
however,  be  little  doubt  that  the  vesting  a veto  on  all  appointments  in  the  latter,  or  some 
other  controlling  jmisdiction,  would  be  productive  of  much  service  to  the  public  ; on  the 
•occmTence  of  the  last  vacancy  in  this  dispensary,  an  advertisement,  inviting  candidates  to 
present  themselves,  was  inserted  in  the  newspapers  ; the  notice  had  the  eilect  of  bringing 
forward  a gentleman  who  possessed-  the  testimonials  of  being  a perfectly  well  educated 
surgeon;  nevertheless,it  would  appear  as  if  no  other  qualifications  were  deemed  necessary  than 
the  ability  to  compound  medicine,  for  the  gentleman  in  question  was  rejected,  and  the  present 
attendant  remained  the  successful  candidate.  Candidates  of  all  ages  were  equally  admissible, 
and  those  persons  alone  were  permitted  to  vote  on  the  occasion  who  had  their  annual  sub- 
scription of  one  guinea  in  full.  The  number  of  persons  residing  in  this  neighbourhood 
■capable  of  paying  a physician  is  very  small,  and  were  it  not  for  the  salary  derived  from  the 
dispensary,  it  is  not  improbable  it  would  not  contain  even  a single  medical  practitioner ; and 
it  is  nearly  certain  that  no  one  would  be  found  willing  to  yield  medical  assistance  gratui- 
tously to  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  poorer  class.  It  is  stated  that  the  poor  have  not 
shown  themselves  backward  in  appealing  to  the  subscribers  when  they  have  thought  them- 
selves ill  treated  or  neglected  by' the  medical  officer ; but  notwithstanding  their  occasional 
complaints,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  would  be  retained  in  his  situation  if  he 
were  known  to  have  lost  tlieir  general  confidencfe. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  presented  an  appearance  of  much  neatness ; Pharmacy, 
it  is  in  the  apothecary’s  shop  of  the  village,  and  contained  an  adequate  supply  of  drugs  of 
good  quality,  including  quinine,  and  some  other  of  the  more  delicate  preparations ; they 
are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boilean  & George,  druggists  in  Dublin  (and  annual  subscribers  of 
two  guineas),  whose  bill,  as  discharged  by  the  treasurer  during  each  of  the  last  three  years, 
had  amounted  to  nearly  50  Z. 

There  was  no  distinction  observable  between  the  portion  of  the  medicines  intended  for  sale, 
and  those  destined  for  the  use  of  the  dispensary  patients.  The  entire  stock  was  equally  under 
tlie  care  of  an  apprentice  during  the  absence  of  the  medical  attendant ; and  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  were  unable  to  Team  that  any  guarantee  existed  against  the  substitution  by 
the  attendant  of  inferior  drugs  in  the  practice  connected  with  his  situation.  It  is  sufficiently 
clear  that  he  would  be  a gamer  in  so  doing.  There  was,  of  couree,  under  the  circumstances, 
no  want  of  the  apparatus  necessary  for  preparing  decoctions,  infusions,  &c.,  but  there  were 
no  surgical  instmments  of  any  kind,  and  it  was  stated  that  leeches  were  never  supplied 
gratuitously  to  the  poor.  Neither  is  vaccination  ever  performed  for  any  class  of  patients, 
unless  it  be  paid  for.  This  is  a defect  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  practice  has  been 
found  by  the  medical  attendant  to  be  decidedly  preservative  against  small-pox,  and  the  pub- 
lic have  latterly  shown  themselves  disposed  to  repose  much  confidence  in  its  efficacy ; cases 
of  small-pox  have  recently  become  very  frequent. 

The  names  of  the  patients  who  obtain  assistance  are  entered  by  the  medical  attendant  or  his  Patients’  Registra- 
apprentice  in  a re£rister,from  which,  it  ajipears,  that  about  7,500  persons  have  received  advice  tioii. 
and  medicine  during  each  of  the  three  years  immediately  previous  to  the  visit  of  the  Assist- 
ant Commissioners,  at  which  time  there  were  nearly  150  cases  on  the  books  of  the  charity. 

It  was  stated  that  a copy  of  tlie  registry  is  annually  laid  before  the  grand  juiy,  and  that  no 
case  had  occurred  in  which  an  application  for  relief,  accompanied  with  a proper  recommend- 
ation, had  been  refused.  During  the  last  three  years  no  operation  of  any  importance  had 
taken  place,  nor  had  the  medical  officer  attended  officially  any  lying-in  women  during  that 
period. 


The  medical  attendant,  aged  30,  has  no  other  qualification  for  his  situation  than  the  di- 
ploma of  a master  apothecary ; nevertheless  he  was  elected  about  two  years  ago  by  the  sub- 
scribei'S  at  large,  to  fill  the  place  of  surgeon,  physician,  accoucheur  and  compounder  of 
medicines  ; previous  to  his  appointment  he  kept  a shop  in  Tralee,  and,  as  before  stated,  he  is 
still  engaged  in  trade  at  his  residence  in  the  village  of  Aidfert ; he  does  not  possess  any 
testimonials  of  having  studied  midwifery;  he  is  obliged  to  attend  for  the  relief  of  patients 
•on  three  days  in  each  week ; and  he  states,  besides  dispensing  the  required  medicines  in 
person,  he  is  always  ready  to  give  immediate  assistance  in  case  of  accidents,  and  other 
•emergencies.  There  are  no  regulations  as  to  the  conditions  under  which  his  duties 
’ ’ be  delegated  to  a substitute,  in  case  circumstances  required  his  temnorarv  absence : 


Every  person  (including  the  domestic  servants  of  subscribers)  who  presents  a recommen-  Who  entitled  to 
dation,  is  entitled  to  demand  the  advice  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  a supply  of  the  Relief, 
medicines  necessary  for  his  cure ; these  recommendations  are  procured  with  facility,  as  each 
subscriber  may  issue  in  his  own  name  an  indefinite  number,  enabling  even  a stranger  to 
acquire  a claim  for  relief.  There  are  no  grounds  for  supposing  that  these  orders  often 
come  into  the  hands  of  persons  not  in  circumstances  requiring  gratuitous  aid,  but  there  is 
a class  of  subscribers  who  for  5 s.  or  10  s.  a year,  are  privileged  to  avail  themselves  on  all 
occasions,  and  without  any  further  disbursement,  of  the  services  of  the  attendant,  and  of 
the  medicine  of  the  charity.  Their  contributions,  though  small  individually,  yet  help  to 
swell  the  list  of  subscriptions,  and  to  increase  the  equivalent  which  the  county  is  bound 
to  grant,  and  which  eventually  augments  the  emoluments  of  the  physician.  It  seems  not 
0.5.  z 3 unfair 
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unfair  to  add,  that  the  last  named  individual  has  placed  himself  on  the  list  of  subscribers 
with  a somewhat  similar  design.  Not  only  a larger  presentment  is  thereby  obtained,  but 
he  receives  back  his  own  contribution  and  its  equivalent. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  are  also,  when  necessary,  visited  at  their 
own  dwellings  wherever  situated,  to  the  extent,  in  some  instances,  of  two  or  three  times  in 
the  course  of  the  day.  It  is  stated,  that  attendance  is  also  given  at  night,  but  of  this  there 
■ is  some  reason  to  doubt.  There  has  been  no  provision  made  of  splints  or  bandages  for  the 
treatment  of  fractures  or  other  accidents,  and  the  medical  attendant  is  not  in  any  case- 
bound  to  render  his  services  to  lying-in  women,  who  are  therefore  thrown  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  the  ignorant  and  uneducated  midwives  of  the  country.  No  prescription  book  is 
kept  whereby  an  opinion  would  be  formed  as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the  remedies  in 
general  use  at  the  dispensary. 

The  institution  does  not  supply  nourishment  of  any  kind  to  the  poor,  nor  is  it  given  by  any 
other  charity  in  the  district. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary  is  nominally  .placed  in  the 
subscribers,  who.  amount  to  nearly  40  in  number,  and  who  are  dii-ected,  by  the  rules,  to 
assemble  once  in  every  year  for  the  despatch  of  business,  five  constituting  a quorum,  and 
voting  by  proxy  not  being  allowed.  However,  there  has  been  but  little  regularity  in  the 
holding  of  these  meetings,  and  only  one  is  reported  to  have  taken  place,  which  was  attended 
by  about  seven  or  eight  members  only,  though  all  subscribers  were  equally  entitled  to  be 
present,  and  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings.  In  fact,  the  whole  establishment  has  been 
essentially  governed  by  the  medical  attendant,  who,  being  a subscriber,  possesses  all  the 
privileges  of  any  other  governor. 

A managing  committee  was  originally  appointed,  but  it  has  long  since  ceased  to  exist,  and 
there  is  neither  a board  of  superintendence,  nor  any  visiting  governors. 

The  treasurer,  the  sole  non-medical  officer,  was  elected  by  the  subscribers  in  March  1832. 
There  were  not  any  bye-laws  in  existence  at  the  time  for  regulating  the  appointment,  imme- 
diately previous  to  the  date  of  which  a very  considerable  addition  to  the  number  of  governors 
was  made  by  persons  who,  since  that  period,  have  never  renewed  tlieir  subscriptions ; for  the 
future  much  good  would  be  effected  by  vesting  in  some  superior  authority  a veto  on  all 
appointments. 

_ The  treasurer  acts  without  remuneration,  and  he  has  been  selected  without  reference  to 
his  religious  persuasion. 

There  has  never  been  occasion  to  cancel  the  selection  of  an  officer. 

No  general  report  on  the  affairs  of  tlie  charity  has  ever  been  presented  either  to  the  sub- 
scribers or  to  the  grand  jury. 

The  income  of  the  Ardfert  dispensaiy  is  derived  partly  from  the  county,  and  partly  from 
annual  subscribers.  Amongst  the  latter  are  several  individuals  of  the  poorer  classes,  and 
but  one  contribution  of  any  large  sum,  namely,  a nobleman,  who  gives  5 5 s.  a year.  The 

existence  of  the  institution  is  mainly  contingent  on  the  cqntinuance  of  the  annual  subscrip- 
tions, and  these  form  a very  precarious  support.  They  have  been  gradually  diminishing  in 
amount  during  tlie  last  three  years,  as  will  be  perceived  from  the  following  table : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  in  1832  - - , - - _ i _ _g7__ 

„ 1833  63  -- 

„ 1834  - - - - - - - - - 54  __ 

There  are  reasons  for  believing  that  the  subscriptions  of  some  persons  are  given  with 
an  understanding  that  they  shall  receive  relief  in  return. 

The  institution  does  not  possess  any  property  of  a fixed  nature. 

The  income,  from  both  its  sources,  is  collected  by  the  treasiurer,  and  remains  exclusively  in 
his  hands  until  required  for  disbursements. 

Tlie  annual  expenses  have  invariably  equalled  the  receipts.  They  consist  of  the  medical 
attendant’s  salary,  which  includes  the  whole  amount  of  the  income  after  payment  of  the 
current  disbursements,  of  the  cost  of  medicine  and  of  rent.  The  treasurer  is  permitted  to 
pay  any  bills  at  his  own  discretion,  and  without  their  having  been  examined  by  any  other 
authority. 

Neither  the  subscribers  nor  the  grand  jury  have  ever  been  furnished  with  an  account  of 
the  income  or  expenditure. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

■ ■ MajorCuosBiE. — Rev.  l\Ir.  Fitzgerald,  r.c.c. — Mr.  Robert  Garth.— William  Hickey, esq. 

Balhjhmgford  • Thomas  O'Connor — Thomas  O’Connor. — Rev.  Mr.  Sakdes,  Curate;  and  the  Medical 
Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  embraces  two  parishes,  and  extending  in 
some  directions  about  eight  miles  from  the  institution,  includes  a population  of  about  7,000, 
who  have  no  other  institution  fi-om  which  to  seek  medical  I'elief.  The  dispensary  at  Tarbert 
is  about  four  miles  off,  and  tliat  at  Listowel  rather  more  than  six;  and  as  the  persons  ex- 
amined are  of  opinion  that  a distance  of  five  miles  is  the  greatest  to  which  this  description  of 
charity  should  extend,  it  appears  that  the  establishment  does  not  correspond  to  the  wants 
to..which  it  professes  to  minister.  However,  no  one  has  ever  been  refused  that  description 
of  relief,  consisting  in  advice  and  medicine,  which  alone  can  be  given,  as  there  is  not  any 

accommodation 


Population  and 
Exteiit  ol  Country. 
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accommodation  for  intern  patients — a want  sometimes  felt  very  severely.  All  agree  in  approving 
of  the  formation  of  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  should  be  attached  a dispensary,  and 
a few  beds  to  accommodate  urgent  cases,  but  they  are  unable  to  suggest  to  what  extent  of 
country  or  number  of  such  districts  it  would  be  advisable  to  attach  a common  fever  or 
surgical  hospital. 

A very  incommodious  place  is  appropriated  to  this  dispensary,  in  which  a single  room 
serves  for  waiting-room,  surgery  and  pharmacy,  whose  scanty  and  ill-conditioned  furniture 
shows  that  either  economy  or  limited  funds  must  have  prevented  the  procuring  the  indis- 
pensable necessaries  for  such  a place.  There  are  not  any  grounds  or  out-buildings  attached 
to  it. 

The  medical  attendant  is  allowed  5Z.  per  annum  for  the  rent  of  the  house,  which  is  occupied 
by  him  alone.  He  is  33  years  of  age,  and  his  only  qualification  is  that  of  master  oi  the 
Apothecaries’  Hall,  Dublin.  He  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  to  his  present  situation, 
in  whicli  he  acts  as  physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecary,  in  1833,  having  been 
previously  an  apothecary  in  Tralee,  which  occupation  he  has  given  up,  and  now  devotes  all 
his  time  (except  in  so  far  as  he  may  have  private  practice)  to  this  institution,  at  which  he 
prescribes  for,  and  gives  medicine  to  the  poor  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  from  ten  until  three 
o’clock,  a time  fully  sufficient  for  all  that  is  required.  It  has  never  occurred  that  he  has  been 
unable  to  attend  to  his  duty,  but  should  such  a case  arise,  the  committee  would  permit  him 
to  find  a substitute.  The  committee  also  are  fully  competent  and  ready  to  check  any  irre- 
gularity of  the  medical  officers,  and  to  redress  any  just  complaint  of  his  conduct  laid  before 
them  by  the  poor,  who  are  quite  aware  that  they  have  such  an  authority  to  appeal  to. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  only  40  Z.  per  annum,  and,  except  the  rent  of  his 
house,  5/.  per  annum,  he  has  no  other  emolument,  and  as  there  are  but  few  opulent  in- 
dividuals or  others,  capable  of  paying  for  advice,  in  this  neighbourhood,  it  is  clear  that  no 
medical  man  would  gratuitously  undertake  the  duties  of  his  situation.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  there  is  any  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers  to  pay  the  medical  attendant  too 
highly,  and  the  power  of  the  grand  jury  to  refuse  the  presentment  is  a sufficient  check  upon 
any  such  inclination.  This  dispensary  does  not  afford  an  instance  of  the  temporary  foima- 
tion  of  voters  for  personal  or  other  reprehensible  motives,  in  getting  up  an  institution  without 
any  regard  being  had  as  to  the  eligibility -of  its  situation. 

At  the  last  election,  at  which  all  were  entitled  to  vote  who  had  paid  a subscription  of 
1 Z.  1 s.,  no  means  were  taken  by  public  advertisement,  or  otherwise,  to  secure  an  extensive 
competition ; there  were  but  three  candidates,  and  the  only  qualification  required  was  that 
of  a licentiate  apothecary.  No  notice  was  given  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  transaction. 

The  medicine  room  is  m a state  of  tolerable  cleanliness.  The  medicines,  which  are  sup- 
plied by  Messrs.  Pollock,  Figgis  & Co.,  druggists,  of  Capel-street,  Dublin,  appear  to  be 
excellent,  and  there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  procuring  any  of  the  more  delicate  and  ex- 
pensive medicines  which  might  be  required.  The  institution  has  been  established  about  a 
year  and  a half,  in  which  period  the  treasurer  has  disbursed,  under -the  head  of  drugs,  about 
30/. ; the  list  of  medicines  includes  all  in  general  use,  which  are  constantly  placed  under  the 
charge  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  not  permitted  to  sell  them  under  any  circumstances; 
notwithstanding  which  regulation  the  medicines  intended  for  his  private  patients  are  kepf^in 
the  same  room.  There  were  all  the  apparatus  required  for  preparing  and  dispensing 
medicines,  and  the  few  smaller  sm’gical  instruments  exclusively  belonging  to  the  institution 
are  sufficient  for  every  ordinary  purpose ; leeches  are  not  used.  Though  there  is  no  vaccine 
matter  to  be  had  here,  the  medical  man  never  inoculates  with  small-pox ; this,  however, 
rests  with  his  own  discretion,  as  he  is  not  prevented  so  doing.  There  has  been  very  little 
small-pox  of  late  years. 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a very  full  and  accurate  register,  not  only  of  particular 
cases  but  of  all  recommended  for  relief.  At  the  time  of  visiting  the  establishment  he  had 
on  the  books  eight  persons  whom  he  attended  at  their  homes,  and  about  15  who  sought 
relief  on  the  spot.  He  is  not  qualified  to  attend  midwifery  cases,  nor  has  he  been  called  on 
to  perform  any  capital  operations. 

The  recommendation  of  a single  subscriber  entitles  the  bearer  to  relief,  and  there  are  few,' 
if  any,  instances  where  this  recommendation  is  used  by  servants  or  other  persons  not  in 
circumstances  requiring  gratuitous  I’elief ; but  all  really  necessitous  persons  are  promptly 
and  readily  attended  to,  the  more  so  as  the  subscribers  are  not  limited  in  the  number  of 
their  tickets. 

Extern,  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  if  unable  to  attend  there  are  visited  at 
their  own  houses  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  or  as  often  as  may  be  necessaiy,  and  it 
is  considered  that  daily  visits  are  absolutely  indispensable  in  acute  diseases.  In  case  of 
accident,  requiring  immediate  assistance,  though  the  institution  possesses  no  splints  or 
bandages,  the  mechcal  attendant  would  be  quite  ready  to  afford  all  the  relief  in  his  power. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  he  is  not  able  to  attend  to  lying-in  women,  who,  from  being 
compelled  to  have  recourse  to  ignorant  and  uneducated  midwives,  are,  together  with  their 
offspring,  exposed  to  many  dangers. 

. No  nourishment  is  ever  provided  fi-om  the  funds  of  the  dispensary,  nor  is  there  any 
charity  within  the  limits  of  the  institution  whence  it  can  be  gratuitously  procured. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  at  large,  who  amounted  previous  to 
the  election  in  number  to  50,  but  have  since  fallen  off' to  about  35;  the  medical  attendant 
has  no  share  whatsoever  in  it.  There  is  a fixed  annual  meeting  which  is  attended  by  about 
eight  or  ten,  and  at  which  only  such  subscribers  as  are  present  are  permitted  to  vote ; a 
minute  is  kept  of  their  proceedings.  There  is  also  a managing  committee,  which  is  ap- 
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pointed  each  year,  of  whose  monthly  meetings  a register  is  kept.  None  of  the  subscribers 
direct  any  individual  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  charity,  or  ever  inquire  into  the  concerns 
of  the  sick  poor  receiving  relief  from  it. 

The  treasurer,  the  only  officer  not  medical,  is  annually  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  who. 
give  their  votes  openly,  a mode  considered  most  advantageous  ; but  there  are  no  printed  bye- 
laws. The  treasurer,  who  is  an  mipaid  functionary,  gives  no  security.  It  were  much  to  be 
desired  that  there  existed  some  controlling  authority  to  check  improper  appointments,  where- 
necessary. 

Nothing  destined  for  the  service  of  this  institution  is  purchased  from  any  subscriber,  nor 
does  any  of  that  class  at  all  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity. 

A written  report  is  annually  presented  to  the  grand  jury,  which  is  also  laid  before  the 
subscribers.  In  this  neighbourhood  there  could  be  found  a sufficient  number  of  respectable- 
individuals  to  administer  in  an  efficient  manner  a much  more  extensive  system  of  relief  to. 
the  poor. 

The  amount  of  income  of  this  dispensary  was  in — 


Subscriptions  - - - 

Grand  Jury  Presentment  - 


1833. 

1834. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

50-6 

37  12  - 

20  - - 

37  12  - 

70-6 

75  4 - 

These  sums  (no  portion  of  which  are  received  from  the  poorer  classes)  form  the- 
entire  resources  of  the  charity.  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  (which  contributes  an  annual 
sum  of  lOl.)  is  the  only  instance  of  a large  subscription,  for  although  there  are  eight 
landed  proprietors,  drawing  each  from  500l  to  2,000  Z.  a year  from  the  district,  their 
united  subscriptions  only  amount  to  12/.;  a lamentable  instance  of  the  indifference  of 
Irish  landlords  to  the  support  and  well-being  of  these  institutions.  The  subscriptions  to 
this  establishment  are  all  given  without  any  improper  stipulation  whatever  for  relief  in 
return. 

The  receipts,  which  are  barely  equal  to  the  expenditure  for  salary,  medicine  and  house- 
rent,  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  until  a demand  occurs,  which  is  never  paid 
until  it  has  been  examined  by  a committee  of  five,  who  constitute  a quorum. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Edward  FitzCtERali),  p.  p. — Kean  Mahony,  esq. — M.  O’Connell,  esq.,  m.  p. — Mr.  John 
O’Connell. — Rev.  Mr.  O’Sullivan,  k.  c.  c. — John  Primrose,  jun.,  esq.— P.  Trant,  esq.;— 
and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  attached  to  the  present  dispensary  contains  a population  ofneai-ly  30,000  souls,;, 
and  although  the  Valentia  Dispensary  is  not  more  than  four  miles  off,  yet  in  other  direc- 
tions this  district  extends  to  a distance  of  fully  16  miles.  This  is  an  extent  of  country  which 
renders  it  quite  impossible  that  the  inhabitants  can  receive  proper  attention  from  a single 
medical  attendant.  So  far,  however,  as  relief  in  medicine  and  advice  given  at  the  institution, 
there  has  never  been  occasion  to  refuse  aid  to  any  applicant.  The  defect  which  is  produc- 
tive of  the  greatest  inconvenience  is  the  entire  absence  (hitherto)  of  any  intern  accommo- 
dation, and  in  order  that  such  should,  exist,  under  circumstances  the  most  calculated  to  be- 
beneficial,  it  is  suggested  that  judicious  medical  districts  should  be  established,  and  that 
divisional  hospitals,  or  fever  and  surgical  infirmaries,  should  be  attached  to  a certain  number 
of  them. 

The  dispensary  house  is  situated  exactly  opposite  to  the  residence  of  the  medical  atten- 
dant. It  IS  a convenient  structure,  and  possesses  all  the  accommodation  required  for  its 
purposes. 

A fever  hospital  has  also  been  recently  erected  within  two  furlongs  of  the  town,  in  a 
healthy  and  airy  situation,  containing  eight  wards  very  well  contrived,  both  with  respect  to 
size  and  ventilation,  and  capable  of  containing  about  50  patients.  It  has  been  set  on  foot 
by  private  subscriptions,  much  to  the  credit  of  the  inhabitants.  The  site  occupies  nearly  an 
acre  of  ground,  given  without  fine  or  rent  by  a gentleman  resident  in  the  vicinity,  who  has 
further  authorized  the  governors  of  the  establishment  (of  “whom  he  is  himself  one)  to  take  in 
whatever  additional  quantity  of  land  they  may  deem  advisable.  The  same  gentleman  has  also 
given  a very  liberal  donation  in  money  towards  the  objects  of  the  charity,  ^vhose  funds  have 
been  much  increased  by  a contribution  of  50  1.  from  a noble  Marquis,  who  is  an  extensive 
proprietor  of  land  .in  the  county.  The  hospital  had  not  been  as  yet  opened  at  the  date  of 
the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  but  as  the  grand  'jury  had  recognized  it  as  a 
county  institution,  though  it  had  not  as  yet  received  its  grant,  it  was  confidently  expected 
that  it  would  be  ready  for  the  admission  of  patients  by  the  next  ensuing  spring.  It  could 
in  fact  have  been  prepai'ed  for  the  occupation  of  20  patients  within  two  days,  as  it  /.pos- 
sessed a number  of  beds  which  had  been  procured  at  the  time  of  the  appearance  of  cholera- 
It  is  intended  that  the  dispensary  and  the  hospital  in  question  shall  be  directed  by  the 

.same- 
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same  managing  body,  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  alter  the  actual  locality  of  the  former  esta- 
blishment. 

The  medical  attendant  of  the  dispensary  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  a 
master  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall,  and  is  in  possession  of  a diploma  from  the  Lying-in 
Hospital  in  Dublin,  which  qualifies  him  foi'  the  practice  of  midwifery.  His  age  is  about  34 ; 
he  resides,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  opposite  the  institution,  and  is  engaged  in  private 
practice.  Previous  to  his  appointment,  which  took  place  in  the  year  1828,  at  a general 
meetinh  of  the  subscribers,  he  carried  on  business  as  an  apothecary  in  Dublin.  He  attends  at 
the  dispensary  every  day  in  the  week,  and  being  a resident  on  the  spot,  assistance,  in  case 
of  emergency  or  of  sudden  accident,  can  always  be  relied  on  from  either  himself  or  his 
apprentice.  He  is  permitted,  in  case  of  illness  or  of  temporary  absence,  to  appoint  (under 
the  sanction  of  the  subscribers,  who  grant  him  leave  of  absence)  a substitute.  He  has 
availed,  himself  of  this  permission  but  on  one  occasion.  As  to  the  power  possessed  by  the 
poor  of  obtaining  redress  in  case  of  any  harshness  or  inattention  shown  by  the  physician 
towards  them,  it  is  stated  that  they  can  at  ail  times  obtain  it  by  complaining  to  the  sub- 
scriber whose  recommendation  they  had  presented.  They  are  not  slow -to  do  so,  but  the 
charees  hitherto  preferred  have  always  on  examination  turned  out  to  be  frivolous  and  desti- 
tute of  foundation.  The  medical  attendant,  and  occasionally  his  assistant,  personally  dispense 
the  medicines  required  in  each  case;  the  former  holding  no  appointment  to  any  other 
establishment. 

The  physician’s  salary  is  100^.  per  annum,  payable  from  the  general  funds  of  the  charity. 
No  allowance  is  made  to  him  for  a horse,  or  for  tlie  expenses  of  a residence  ; but  it  is  in  tbe 
power  of  the  subscribers  to  give  him  whatever  amount  of  remuneration  they  may  think 
proper ; the  grand  jury  having  no  other  means  of  checking  excessive  expenditure  on  this 
point  than  by  the  control  which  they  exercise  over  the  annual  presentment. 

The  appointment  of  the  medical  officer  rests  with  the  subscribers  at  large ; there  has  not 
been  an  election  for  ten  years,  and  on  the  last  occasion  there  were  two  candidates,  who 
(without  limitation  as  to  age)  were  required  to  be  either  masters  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall 
or  eraduates  of  some  university.  Were  another  vacancy  to  occur,  it  is  stated,  that  recourse 
would  be  had  to  advertisements  in  the  newspapers,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  as  extensive 
a competition  as  possible.  The  governors  are  not  bound  to  acquaint  the  grand  jury  of  any 
appointment  having  taken  place,  nor  to  consult  them  as  to  tlie  fitness  or  qualifications  of 
the  individual  selected.  The  institution  does  not  undertake  to  grant  retiring  allowances  or 
superannuations,  and  it  has  not  suffered  any  deaths  amongst  its  medical  officers.  There  is  no 
second  practitioner  in  the  district,  and  from  the  small  number  of  persons  of  independent 
circumstances  who  reside  in  it,  it  is  considered  very  probable  that  were  it  not  for  the  emolu- 
ments derived  from  the  dispensary,  it  (the  district)  would  be  altogether  unprovided  with 
medical  assistance. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  room  appropriated  to  the  dispensing, of  medicine, 
they  found  it  provided  with  an  excellent  supply  of  the  best  medicines,  and  of  some  of  the 
more  delicate  and  expensive  preparations.  They  were  informed  that  every  article  had  been 
purchased  from  the  Messrs.  Harrington  & Hayes,  druggists,  of  Cork,  at  an  annual  expense 
during  the  last  three  years  of  about  50Z.  The  druggist’s  bills  had  been  discharged  by  the 
treasurer.  The  entire  stock  of  medicine  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  medical  attendant, 
and  during  his  absence  of  his  assistant,  being  kept  quite  distinct  from  that  which  he  made 
use  of  in  his  private  practice,  of  which  last  alone  he  makes  sale.  There  were  not  any 
surgical  instruments  for  the  use  of  the  charity,  but  a very  complete  set  of  pharmaceutical 
apparatus  was  produced  ; and  it  was  stated  that  leeches  were  freely  administered  when  there 
■was  any  necessity  for  them.  The  physician  is  bound  to  perform  vaccination  gratuitously 
on  all  who  call  for  it ; he  observes,  “ that  he  has  formed  a very  favourable  opinion  of  its 
efficacy  as  a preservative  against  variola,  when  properly  done and  he  adds,  “that  the 
public  generally  have  latterly  shown  an  increasing  tendency  to  resort  to  the  practice.” 
oniall-po.x  has  become  rather  frequent  of  late ; inoculation  with  the  matter  of  that  disease 
is  not  forbidden  at  the  dispensary,  but  the  attendant  states,  that  “ he  has  never  used  it.”  \ 

A register,  which  particularizes  the  disease  under  which  the  applicant  labours,  and  the 
mode  of  its  termination,  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant  and  his  assistant.  No  person 
having  a proper  recommendation  has  ever  been  refused  relief ; and  it  would  appear  that  the 
number  of  persons  who  receive  aid  is  annually  increasing ; in  1831  this  number  amounted 
to  only  4,000  ; in  1832  it  increased  to  4,500 ; and  in  1833  it  had  reached  a total  of  4,000. 
In  the  course  of  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  immediately  previous  to  the  visit  of 
the  Assistant  Commissioners,  900  persons  had  been  supplied  w'ith  advice  and  medicine,  and 
at  the  date  of  their  being  in  Cahirciveen,  about  100  patients  were  under  treatment  by  the 
physician  at  their  own  homes;  no  operations  of  any  importance  had  taken  place  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  but  during  that  space  about  20  poor  women  had  been  attended  in 
their  confinement.  A copy  of  each  year’s  register  is  regularly  laid  before  the  grand 
jury. 

All  persons  (including  the  servants  of  subscribers)  are  entitled  to  the  aid  of  the  medical 
attendant,  if  they  come  provided  with  a recommendation.  The  rules  declare  that  it 
shall  be  indispensable  for  each  applicant  to  present  one  of  these  orders,  but  the  condition  is 
not  very  rigidly  enforced.  It  is  stated,  at  the  same  time,  by  the  witnesses,  that  they  may  be 
obtained  with  the  greatest  facility  even  by  strangers,  as  each  subscriber  possesses  the  right 
of  issuing  an  unlimited  number  of  them  in  his  own  name.  It  sometimes,  but  not  often, 
happens  that  these  orders  are  made  use  of  by  persons  whose  .circumstances  by  no  means 
render  them  fit  objects  for  the  gratuitous  benefits  of  a charitable  institution,  but  there  has 
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been  no  instance  of  subscriptions  obtained  on  the  promise  or  understanding  of  medicine-and 
medical  assistance  being  given  in  return. 

On  the  public  dispensary  days  the  medical  officer  is  in  attendance  to  prescribe  for  and 
give  medicine  to  the  poor.  It  is  also  the  custom  to  compound  at  all  times  the  prescriptions 
given  to  the  poor  by  any  authorized  and  known  practitioners.  The  attendmg  physician 
himself  does  not  keep  any  “ Prescription  Book,”  as  he  is  in  the  habit  of  making  up  whatever 
' he  thinks  necessary  at  the  time  of  ordering  it.  The  extent  of  the  district  attached  to  the 
■ dispensary  is  such  that  it  has  been  found  expedient  not  to  require  the  physician  to  visit 
any  poor  patient  whose  dwelling  is  at  .a  greater  distance  from  the  dispensary  than  four 
miles.  The  poor,  therefore,  who  reside  in  remote  parts  are  quite  without  medical  assistance, 
' even  in  case  of  fractures  or  accidents  arising  ; however,  the  medical  attendant  does  not  on 
all  occasions  avail  Iiimself  of  the  above-mentioned  restriction,  and  in  particular  and  urgent 
circumstances  he  does  not  refuse  his  services,  though  demanded  sometimes  at  very  incon- 
venient  distances ; this  is  purely  discretionary  with  him.  He  observes  on  this  point,  that  to 
do  justice  to  a patient  labouring  under  an  acute  disorder,  he  ought  to  he  seen  by  a medical 
man  at  least  once  a day ; less  frequent  attention  is  really  of  no  avail  except  where  the 
disease  has  assumed  a chronic  character. . It  is  only  when  parturition  has  become  protracted 
or  impeded  that  lying-in  women  are  entitled  , to  demand  his  assistance  ; at  other  times  they 
have  no  aid  but  that  rendered  by  the  midwives  of  the  place,  who  possess  very  few  qualifi- 
cations for  the  task  which  they  undertake,  and  become  frequently  the  cause  of  serious  injuiy 
to  those  who  place  themselves  in  their  .hands. 

In  the  entire  district  of  the  Gahirciveen  Dispensary  there  is  iio  source  whence  the  poor 
can  obtain  any  extra  nourishment,  clothing  or  fluel,  during  their  sickness. 

The  principal  direction  is  nominally  constituted  by  the  governors,  whose  numbers  amount 
to  about  28,  and  who  are  all  equally  entitled  to  take  a part  in  the  proceedings  of  each 
general  meeting.  There  has,  however,  been  no  genei-al  meeting  since  the  occurrence  of  the 
last  election  of  an  officer,  upon  which  occasion  all  the  governors  who  remained  absent  were 
permitted  to  deliver  their  votes  by  proxy.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  management  of  the 
institution  has  in  all  essential  particulars  devolved  of  necessity  on  the  medical  attendant, 
although  neither  a governor  nor  a subscriber. 

There  is  no  managing  committee,  nor  board  .of  superintendence  appointed  by  the  grand 
jury,  nor  any  visiting  governors. 

The  treasurer,  the  sole  non-medical  officer,  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  about  five  years 
ago,  and  has  never  been  required  to  give  any  security.  He  accounts  annually  with  the  grand 
jury.  His  election  took  place  by  open  voting  ; and  that  mode  of  selection  has  been  found 
to  answer  exceedingly  well.  It  is  stated  by  the  witnesses,  that  sectarian  prejudices  have  had 
no  share  in  the  choice  of  any  of  the  officers.  The  medical  attendant  is  a member  of  -the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  It  is  further  observed,  that  although  there  has  never  been  reason  to 
suspect  any  increase  of  tire  number  of  governors  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  an  election, iyet  it 
would  be  very  desirable  that  a veto  should  be  vested  in  some  superior  authority  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  possibility  of  any  improper  appointments.  No  officer  has  ever  been 
removeci  or  suspended. 

The  only  articles  purchased  are  the  stock  of  medicine. 

No  rules  have  ever  been  framed  for  the  government  of  the  affairs  of  this  cliarity. 

Reports  are  annually  made  to  the  grand  jury;  but  they  ai’e  never  printed.  It  is  conceived 
by  the  witnesses,  that  much  benefit  might  be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  local  boards 
of  health,  to  consist  of  individuals  from  the  class  of  the  gentry,  farmers  and  clergy.  They 
add,  that  a large  number  of  competent  individuals  could  at  all  times  he  found  in  the  district 
perfectly  willing  to  take  a part  in  any  investigation,  having  for  its  object  the  ascertaining  or 
the  relieving  the  wants  of  the  poor,  who  it  is  to  be  regretted  are  very  numerous. 

The  institution  possesses  no  fixed  property.  It  is  certainly  dependent  on  the  county  pre- 
seiitment  in  its  favour,  and  on  annual  subscriptions.  Its  existence  is  in  fact  contingent  on 
^the  continuance  of  the  latter  source,  as,  were  they  to  fail  (which  under  present  circumstances 
is  not  at  all  likely),  its  operations  would  inevitably  be  suspended.  The  subscribers  belong 
exclusively  to  the  wealthier  classes,  and  there  is  no  great  disparity  in  the  amount  of  their 
respective  contributions.  The  following  sums  have  oeen  the  gross  receipts  in  annual  sub- 
scriptions during  the  last  three  years  ; viz. — 

£.  ■ s.  d. 

'1831  - --  --  --  --  - 83  -- 

1832  - - - - - - - - - 83-- 

1833  -----  71  - - 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  are  the  physician’s  salaiy  and  medicine ; bills  are 
usually  examined  by  the  medical  attendant  previous  to  their  being  discharged  by  the  treasurer. 

A statement  of  income  and  expenditure  is  prepared  every  year,  but,  although  it  is  laid 
before  the  grand  jury,  it  is  not  the  custom  to  do  so  with  respect  to  the  subscribers. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


info  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND.  179 

Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  r.c.c.— William  Hamet,  esq.— Rev.  Mr.  O’Leary,  p.p.— John  Roche.— 
The  Medical  Attendant;  and  the  Apothecary. 

The  country  around  Castle  Island  is  very  scantily  provided  with  sources  of  medical  relief. 
There  is  no  similar  institution  within  lOi  miles  of  the  Castle  Island  dispensaiy,  to  which  a 
district  of  15  miles  square  (containing  nearly  20,000  inhabitants)  is  attached.  As  the 
medical  attendant  is  not  bound  to  visit  at  the  dwellings  of  any  persons  living  at  a greater 
distance  than  tliree  miles  from  the  dispensary,  those  of  the  poor  who  reside  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  district  can  seldom  obtain  any  immediate  advice,  when  labouring  under  acute 
disorders;  no  person  has,  however,  under  any  circumstances  been  refused  medicine.  The 
witnesses  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  no  dispensary  district  should  ever  exceed  three  miles 
square,  and  they  are  anxious  to  see  the  country  arranged  in  medical  districts  of  a judicious 
size,  each  provided  with  an  establishment  for  dispensing  medicine,  while  a small  hospital  for 
fevers  and  accidents  should  be  erected  for  the  use  of  a greater  or  less  number  of  them.  The 
great  distance  to  the  coimty  hospital  at  Tralee  (lOi  miles)  renders  it  of  comparatively  little 
benefit  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Castle  Island,  and,  on  many  occasions,  the  want  of  some 
internal  accommodation  for  the  sick  poor  has  been  felt  as  a defect  of  the  most  serious 
inconvenience. 

Tlie  dispensary  under  consideration  is  held  in  a small  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  market- 
house,  and  although  the  accommodation  afforded  is  of  the  most  inadequate  description,  a 
rent  of  3 1.  per  annum  is  paid  for  it  to  the  nobleman  from  whom  it  is  held  from  year  to  year. 
There  is  however  some  advantage  in  this  tenure,  as  it  can  at  any  time  be  surrendered.  It 
were  most  desirable  that  the  duty  of  providing  fit  places  for  medical  charities  constituted 
part  of  the  functions  of  the  grand  jury.  There  is  no  waiting  room  for  the  patients,  nor  any 
baths,  no  out-buildings,  nor  any  grounds. 

There  is  but  one  medical  officer,  a gentleman  aged  35,  who  is  a graduate  of  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  of  which  he  produced  the  testimonials.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  educated 
in  midwifery  in  the  same  city,  but  he  did  not  bring  forwai'd  any  evidence  of  the  fact.  He 
holds  no  other  appointment  than  the  present,  to  which  he  was  elected  at  a general  meeting 
of  the  subscribers  assembled  in  the  year  1824  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  institution 
and  selecting  the  necessary  officers.  • He  acts  in  the  combined  capacity  of  physician,  surgeon, 
accoucheur  and  apothecary,  and  resides  in  the  town  at  a distance  of  about  half  a mile  from 
the  establishment,  at  which  he  is  obliged  to  attend  hi  order  to  relieve  the  poor,  on  every 
alternate  day  from  the  hour  of  9 a.  m.  so  long  as  any  applicants  present  themselves.  Being 
engaged  in  private  practice,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  availing  himself  during  his  occasional 
absence  of  the  services  of  an  apothecary  who  acts  as  his  substitute,  without  it  being  deemed 
necessary  that  notice  of  the  change  should  be  given.  It  is  stated  that  the  committee  are 
possessed  of  sufficient  authority  to  prevent  any  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  medical 
attendant,  and  that  the  poor  can  always  obtain  redress  for  any  neglect  or  inattention  on  his 
part  towards  them,  by  stating  their  complaints  to  any  one  of  the  subscribers.  It  is  also 
stated  that  the  poor  are  well  aware  of  their  being  possessed  of  this  power,  but  that  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  physician  does  not  enjoy  their  good  will  and  confidence. 
The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  apothecary  who  has  been  already  mentioned,  and  who 
is  always  on  the  spot  to  afford  assistance  in  cases  of  emergency. 

The  physician  receives  a salary  of  lOOZ.  a year  from  the  funds  of  the  institution.  Hehas 
no  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  a horse,  or  for  the  expenses  of  a residence ; as  to  the 
amount  of  his  payment,  the  subscribers  alone  are  concerned  in  the  determination  of  it.  In 
the  present  instance  they  would  appear  to  have  allowed  a salary  higher  than  is  necessary  for 
obtaining  the  services  of  a properly  qualified  person.  They  are  not  liable  to  be  controlled 
in  their  proceedings  by  the  authority  of  the  grand  juiy,  although  some  check  of  the  kind  is 
certainly  much  wanted. 

There  has  been  but  one  election  since  the  foundation  of  the  dispensary,  when  the  present, 
medical  attendant,  being  the  only  candidate,  was  elected  unanimously.  Previous  notice  of 
the  intention  to  make  the  appointment  had  been  given  in  the  newspapers  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  extensive  competition,  and  it  was  announced  that  candidates  of  all  ages  would  be 
equally  admissible,  if  they  w’ere  in  possession  of  a degree  from  some  university..  The  grand 
jury  were  not  made  acquainted  with  the  appointment,  nor  with  the  qualifications  of  the 
individual  chosen.  There  are  no. superannuation  or  retiring  allowances;  and  as  yet  there 
has  been  no  mortality  in  the  medical  department.  It  is  conceived  that  from  the  small  num- 
ber of  individuals  capable  of  paying  for  advice,  who  reside  in  this  district,  there  would  not 
be  any  medical  man  in  it,  were  it  not  for  the  emolument  derived  from  the  dispensary.  In 
point  of  fact,  there  is  not  a second  practitioner  within  its  limits.  , 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  appeared  very  ill-suited  to  its  purpose.  The 
drawers  and  bottles  were  in  indifferent  order,  and  every  thing  seemed  poor  and  decayed. 
There  was,  however,  a fair  supply  of  very  good  medicine,  including  quinine,  and  all  those 
usually  adopted  iu  private  practice,  with  the  exception  of  morphia.  They  had  been  piu- 
chased  by  the  treasurer,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  committee,  from  Mr.  Hayes,  a druggist 
iu  Cork,  at  an  average  annual  cost,  during  the  last  three  years,  not  exceeding  30  Z.,  but  at 
a former  period  it  amounted  in  one  year  to  01 Z.,  in  another  to  oOZ.  They  are  placed  under 
the  care  of  the  apothecary,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  assisting  the  medical  attendant,  and  tliey 
preserved  distinct  from  those  made  use  of  in  private  business.  Every  thing  necessary 
for  the  preparing  decoctions,  &c.,  had  been  provided,  but  there  was  a deficiency  of  surgical 
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instruments ; the  stock  of  them  being  limited  to  those  contained  in  a small  pocket-case,  and 
a few  designed  for  obstetric  purposes.  Leeches,  it  was  stated,  were  never,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, resorted  to.  The  medical  attendant  is  bound  to  vaccinate  the  poor  gratuitously 
at  the  dispensary,  and  he  has  an  opinion  very  favourable  to  the  utility  of  the  practice.  The- 
public,  in  some  instances,  participate  in  the  same  sentiment,  but  by  no  means  universally, 
as  there  are  still  many  individuals  among  the  poorer  classes  who  prefer  obtaining  inoculation 
with  variolous  matter.  This  operation,  though  not  forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  institution, 
is  one  to  which  the  physician  declares  himself  averse,  and  one  which  he  does  not  sanction. 
It  is  exclusively  performed  by  certain  itinerants,  through  whose  instrumentality  small-pox 
has  prevailed  to  a most  alarming  degree  during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Many  of  the 
persons  who  have  been  inoculated  by  them  have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease. 

A register  of  the  circumstances  under  which  relief  is  granted  is  no  longer  kept.  It  was 
found  to  occupy  too  much  time,  and  w^as  therefore  discontinued.  It  was,  however,  stated 
that  none  had  ever  been  refused  relief.  The  following  table  was  framed  from  the  evidence 
given  by  the  witnesses  as  to  the  ordinary  extent  of  relief  granted. . 

Patients  attended  at  their  own  homes  on  the  day  of  examination  - - - 4 

Patients  coming  to  the  institution  on  public  days  -----  60 
Annual  number  of  midwifery  cases  in  the  three  last  years  about  - - - 20 

Capital  operations  performed  within  that  period 
The  rules  declare  that  every  person  seeking  relief  from  the  dispensary  shall  be  provided 
with  a recommendation.  In  obtaining  these  orders  there  exists  no  difficulty.  They  rnay  be 
procured  at  all  times,  even  by  strangers,  as  each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue  an  unlimited 
number  of  them  in  his  own  name.  In  urgent  cases,  recommendations  are  frequently  dis- 
pensed with.  No  contract  for  medicine  or  advice  is  ever  made  with  any  of  the  poorer  sub- 
scribers But  at  one  time  it  occurred  too  frequently,  that  persons  participated  m the  benefit 
of  the  charity  whose  circumstances  did  not  in  any  degree  place  them  in  need  of  gratuitous 
relief.  The  medical  attendant,  at  last,  ventured  to  refuse  relief  to  the  tenant  of  the  grand 
iuror-  a man  whom  he  knew  to  pay  an  annual  rent  of  50  Z.,  and  who  was  by  no  means  dis- 
tressed The  man’s  landlord  brought  a complaint  of  the  refusal  before  a general  meeting  of 
the  subscribers,  who  justified  the  physician’s  conduct,  and  put  a final  cheek  to  the  repetition 
of  similar  cases. 

Besides  the  poor,  who  are  relieved  at  the  dispensary  the  sick  who  are  confined  to  their 
houses  are  visited,  if  they  reside  within  a distance  of  tliree  miles.  It  is  stated  also,  that 
the  visit  would  be  repeated  two  or  three  times  a day,  and  at  night,  if  such  were  neces- 
sary (which  it  is  said  seldom  to  be).  In  cases  of  accident  immediate  assistance  is  never 
refused,  and  the  physician  observes,  that  “ in  all  acute  cases  it  becomes  quite  indispensable 
that  the  patient  should  be  seen  daily  by  his  medical  attendant.  This  constant  care  can 
only  be  remitted  when  the  disorder  is  of  a chronic  nature.  No  prescription  book  is  kept  at 
the  dispensary,  but  it  is  stated  that  no  other  prescriptions  are  compounded  than  those  of  the 
attending  physician.  Lying-in  women  are  attended  by  that  gentleman  whenever  a sub- 
scriber’s recommendation  has  been  procured,  or  when  their  case  has  shown  any  symptoms 
of  difficulty;  In  general  they  are  attended  by  midwives,  of  whom  two  or  three  are  reported 
to  be  tolerably  well  qualified  for  their  business.  Injury  sometimes  occurs  during  parturition, 
but  not  so  much  from  their  interference  as  from  the  delay  too  common  m sending  for  proper 
assistance.  Very  serious  mischief  (laceration  of  the  perimEum,  rupture  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  opening  of  the  head  of  the  child,  dislocation  of  jaw,  and  loss  of  eyes  in  childr^ 
born  alive,  and  still  alive)  has  been  produced  in  this  district  by  a male  practitioner  of  mid- 
wifeiT,  who  has  never  obtained  any  qualification  whatsoever.  , . , 

There  is  not  any  institution  in  the  district  for  affording  food,  clothing  or  fuel  to  the  sick 


^ Tlie  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  conducted  by  a meeting  of  the  subscribers, 
which  IS  held  on  a fixed  day  in  each  year,  and  is  usually  attended  by  upwards  of  10  members. 
Business  however  may  be  transacted  by  any  number  that  think  proper  to  attend,  and  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  is  always  kept.  The  surgeon  has  .not  been  allowed  to  take  any 
material  part  in  the  principal  direction. 

At  the  formation  of  the  dispensary  a managing  committee  was  appointed;  the  same  has 
existed  since  that  period  without  any  renewal  of  their  authority,  but  they  have  never  met; 
there  is  neither  board  of  superintendence,  nor  visiting  governor. 

There  are  two  non-medical  officers,  namely,  the  secretary  and  the  treasurer,  the  latter  is 
the  Curate  of  the  parish.  Neither  of  these  gentlemen  receive  any  remuneration  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  respective  duties,  nor  are  they  required  to  enter  into  any  security,  and  it  is 
stated,  that  both  have  been  elected  without  reference  to  their  religious  persuasions. 

The'  only  attendant  is  a servant  w'oman,  who  is  hired  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the 
dispensing  room,  for  which  she  receives  10  s.  or  15  s.  per  annum. 

No-  report  has  ever  been  made.  The  witnesses  state,  that  the  district  contains  a very 
considerable  number  of  persons,  every  way  qualified  and  willing  to  take  a part  in  any 
investigation,  having  for  its  object  the  ascertaining  the  real  condition  and  the  actual  wants 
of  the  poor. 

The  institution  does  not  possess  any  fixed  property.  It  is  mainly  dependent  for  its 
existence  on  the  contributions  of  annual  subscribers ; of  whom  there  are  three  who  give  eacn 
1 0 Z a year,  whilst  there  is  but  one  who  gives  a sum  under  1 1.  Until  within  the  last  1 2 raonin 
it  was  the  custom  of  the  grand  jury  to  present  for  an  annual  sum  equal  to  the  total  ot  tne 
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subscriptions.  On  the  last  occasion  they  only  allowed  60?.  The  receipts 
subscriptions  during  the  last  years  have  been  as  follows  : 


1831  - --  --  ---  --80 

1832  - --  --  --  --  - 80 

1833  - 78 


under  the  head 

s.  d. 

0 10 
5 7 

14  7 


The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in, his  hands  until  required  to  meet 
the  expenditure,  which  consists  chiefly  of  salaries,  medicine  and  rent,  and  amounted  to  the 
following  sums  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  : viz  — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - 160  19  8 

1832  - --  --  --  --  160  11  2 

1833  - - - 133  13  1 


At  the  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  the  bills  which  have  become  due  are  examined  and 
then  discharged  by  an  order  on  the  treasurer. 

A statement  of  the  income  and  expenditure  is  prepared  once  a year,  and  copies  are  pre- 
sented to  the  grand  jury  and  to  the  meeting  of  the  subscribers. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

Although  the  district  attached  to  the  Clanmaurice  Dispensary  indudes' within  its  limits 
another  institution  of  a similar  character  withm  six  miles  of  the  town  of  that  name,  namely, 
at  Ardfert,  yet  it  has  been  found  to  be  of  an  extent  altogether  too  great  for  the  effectual 
administration  of  medical  aid  to  the  entire  body  of  the  inhabitants,  who  amount  to  nearly 
14,000 ; of  these  some  live  at  a distance  of  11  miles  from  the  charity,  and  though  they  are 
always  certain  of  advice  and  medicine  on  making  application  at  that  place,  yet  from  the 
difficulty  of  giving  proper  attention  to  them  when  labouring  under  acute  disorders,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  witness  that  a dispensary  district  should  not  exceed  at  the  utmost  a radius  of 
four  miles.  Another  evil  which  has  on  many  occasions  been  productive  of  very  serious 
inconvenience  is  the  defect  of  internal  accommodation  for  patients.  “ Every  purpose,” 
observes  the  witness,  could  be  easily  obtained,  if  the  country  were  judiciously  divided  into 
medical  sections,  and  if,  besides  a dispensary  for  affording  external  rehef  attached  to  each,  there 
were,  connected  with  a greater  or  less  number  of  such  sections,  a small  hospital,  common  to 
all,  destined  to  receive  cases  of  infectious  fevers  at  all  times,  and  provided  with  a few  surgical 
beds  for  accidents.” 

A wretched  thatched  cabin  is  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  this  institution.  It  is  built 
of  mud,  and  contains  a few  small  rooms,  and  serves  alike  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines  to 
the  poor,  and  for  the  residence  of  the  medical  attendant,  his  wife  and  eight  children.  It 
contains  no  baths,  and  is  held  by  the  year  from  an  individual  who  is  quite  unconnected  with 
the  charity. 

As  for  any  inconvenience  arising  from  the  precarious  mode  of  tenure,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  change  of  situation  could  be  for  the  worse.  It  would  be  truly  desirable  that  the  county 
were  obliged  to  provide  adequate  accommodation  for  all  similar  establishments,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  at  least  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  misery  as  the  present  locality  dis- 
plays, which  in  winter  must  be  truly  deplorable. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  of  the  institution  is  a person  aged  37  years,  who  is  possessed 
of  no  other  professional  qualification  thair  the  diploma  of  a master  in  the  Apothecaries’  Hall 
in  Dublin.  He  never  received  any  education  in  midwifery,  and  has  held  this  (his  only)  situa- 
tion for  a period  approaching  to  nine  years,  having  been  appointed  at  a general  meeting  of 
subscribers  which  assembled  at  the  formation  of  the  chanty.  Previous  to  that  period  he 
had  been  in  business  as  an  apothecary  in  Killarney,  and  he  is  still  engaged  in  private  prac- 
tice, in  addition  to  being  attached  to  the  dispensary  in  the  combined  capacities  of  surgeon, 
physician,  accoucheur  and  apothecary  ; as  he  resides  on  the  spot  he  gives  attendance  to  the 
poor  on  all  the  week  days,  and  at  all  hours.  It  is  stated  that  he  has  not,  on  any  occasion, 
been  absent,  and  that  his  duties  have  never  been  delegated  to  a substitute ; as  to  the 
ensuring  of  regularity  in  his  attendance,  the  authority  of  the  subscribers  is  said  to  be  quite 
sufficient;  and  it  is  also  stated,  that  the  poor  have  it  in  their  power  to  obtain  redress 
for  airy  harshness  or  neglect  on  his  part,  by  laying  their  complaints  in  the  hands  of  the  sub- 
scribers. They  are  in  general  very  well  aware  of  this  mode  of  procuring  redress ; but,  at  the 
same  time,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  medical  officer  is  not  possessed  of  their 
good  will  and  confidence. 

The  annual  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  70?.,  in  addition  to  this,  which  he  dmws 
from  the  general  funds  of  the  establishment,  he  is  allowed  10?.  per  annum  on  account  of 
the  rent  of  the  cabin  in  which  he  resides  ; he  has  no  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
horse.  The  amount  of  payment  which  is  awarded  to  the  surgeon  rests  entirely  at  the 
direction  of  the  subscribers ; should  they  be  inclined  they  can  augment  the  salaiy  much 
beyond  what  would  be  necessary  to  secure  the  services  of  an  efficient  officer ; the  county 
can  no  otherwise  control  this  expenditure  than  by  diminishing  or  withholding  their  annual 

presentment. 
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It  has  been  already  intimated  that  an  election  of  a medical  officer  has  occurred  but  once 
in  this  charity ; on  that  occasion  the  voting  was  limited  to  the  subscribers  of  1 Z.  i s.,  and 
three  candidates  presented  themselves,  one  of  whom  was  a member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  London  j however,  no  testimonials  were  required  beyond  those  of  an  apothe- 
cary, and  there  was  no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  the  competitors ; it  was  not  considered 
necessary  to  inform  the  grand  jury  of  the  appointment.  There  is  no  second  pi’actitioner 
within  the  limits  of  the  Clanmaurice  dispensary  district,  and  as  the  number  of  individuals 
capable  of  paying  for  advice  which  it  contains  is  very  small,  it  is  supposed  that  the  salary 
.derived  from  the  dispensary  forms  the  chief  inducement  to  a medical  man  to  take  up  his 
residence  in  it ; no  retiring  allowance  or  superannuation  would  be  granted. 

Very  little  neatness  was  observable  in  the  room  wherein  medicines  were  dispensed  the 
supply  of  medicines,  though  of  good  quality,  was  restricted  to  those  of  the  coarsest  kind, 
and  contained  none  of  the  more  novel  preparations,  such  as  quinine  or  moi-phia ; they  had 
been  pur-chased  from  the  Messrs.  Boileau  of  Dublin,  and  the  annual  cost  (as  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer  out  of  the  funds  of  the  institution)  had  amounted  during  the  last  three  years  to  an 
average  of  36 1. ; the  entire  stock  remained  at  all  times  under  the  care  of  the  medichl  attendant, 
who  was  not  permitted  to  sell  any  part  of  it.  There  were  scarcely  any  of  the  appar-atus 
usually  considered  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  decoctions,  &c.,  and  not  any  surgical 
instruments  ; leeches  were  never  made  use  of.  Much  attention,  it  is  stated,  is  paid  to  the 
diffusion  of  vaccination,  it  is  performed  gratuitously  on  all  who  make  application  for  it  at 
the  dispensary,  and  the  public  have  begun  to  manifest  an  increasing  confidence  in  it.  The 
medical  attendant  observes,  “that  he  has  had  much  reason  for  looking  on  the  practice  as 
truly  preventive  of  small-pox he  adds,  that  “ that  disease  is  mainly  kept  alive  by  in- 
dividuals who  go  about  the  country  and  maintain  themselves  by  the  performance  of  inocula- 
tion.” He  himself  (the  medical  attendant)  disapproves  highly  of  inoculation  with  small- 
pox matter,  which  is  also  forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  dispensary. 

No  register  of  cases  or  of  the  amount  of  relief  granted  in  connexion  with  the  charity  is 
kept.  It  does  not  extend  its  aid  to  lying-in  women ; and  no  operation  of  any  importance 
has  been  performed  during  the  last  three  years. 

The  persons  who  seek  medical  aid  must  come  provided  with  the  recommendation  of  a 
subscriber,  this  is  a condition  which  the  regulations  declare  to  be  indispensable,  but  which, 
nevertheless,  is  not  always  insisted  upon.  It  is  stated  that  the  greatest  facility  exists  in  ob- 
taining orders  of  relief,  so  much  so  that  many  individuals  contrive  to  participate  in  the 
benefits  of  the  charity,  who  by  no  means  stand  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance.  The  poor, 
and  even  those  who  are  strangers,  cannot  fail  in  procuring  tickets,  as  the  number  of  them 
which  each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue  is  unlimited,  and  they  singly  require  but  his  own 
signature  ; none  of  the  poorer  subscribers  obtain  gratuitous  attendance. 

Those  patients  whom  disease  renders  unable  to  present  themselves  at  the  dispensary  ai-e 
visited  at  their  own  dwellings,  if  not  at  a greater  distance  than  eleven  miles.  ’On  this  point  the 
medical  attendant  observes,  that  “ he  is  accustomed  to  visit  acute  cases  as  often  as  they 
require  it,  daily,  or  oftener  if  it  be  necessary ; but  when  the  patient  resides  in  a remote 
quarter,  it  becomes  impossible  to  grant  him  that  repeated  attention,  which  alone  is  of  any 
real  service,  and  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  except  in  disorders  of  a chronic  character.  ’ 
The  institution  does  not  possess  any  of  the  splints  or. bandages  which  are  required  in  the 
treatment  of  fractures  and  other  accidents.  The  attendant  does  not  keep  any  prescription 
book,  as  lie  is  in  the  habit  of  making  up  on  the  spot  the  medicine  wmch  is  adapted  for 
each  applicant.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  were,  therefore,  unable  to  form  any  opinion 
as  to  the  quality  or  judiciousness  of  the  remedies  usually  administered.  They  were,  how- 
ever, informed,  that  all  prescriptions  given  by  authorized  practitioners  to  poor  persons  in 
possession  of  a subscriber’s  order  were  made  up  at  the  dispensary  on  all  occasions;  as  the 
medical  attendant  is  not  bound  to  attend  gratuitously  on  lying-in  women,  the  latter  are 
obliged  to  have  recourse  in  their  confinements  to  the  services  of  common  midwives,  whose 
ignorance  renders'them  extremely  unfit  to  be  trusted. 

There  is  no  institution  in  the  entire  district  of  the  Clanmaurice  dispensary  for  supplying 
the  sick  poor  with  articles  of  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

The  constitution  of  the  dispensary  provides  that  the  general  management  of  its  affairs 
shall  be  carried  on  by_the  subscribers,  who  amount  in  number  to  about  30,  and  who  are  all 
equally  entitled  to  take  a part  in  any  business  that  may  be  brought  forward.  However,  they 
are  reported  to  have  held  not  more  than  one  meeting,  at  which  about  seven  or  eight  mem- 
bers were  present.  The  actual  management  of  the  establishment  seems  to  have  been  in  all 
things  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  has  had  a large  share  in  the 
dis])osal  of  the  funds.  . 

No  managing  committee  exists,  neither  have  the  grand  jury  appointed  a board  of  super- 
intendence. There  are  not  any  visiting  governors. 

The  treasurer,  the  sole  non-medical  officer,  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  about  three 
years  back,  at  the  only  general  meeting  that  has  taken  place.  The  votes  at  the  election  were 
given  viva  voce,  and  it  is  stated,  were  uninfluenced  by  sectarian  distinctions.  The  treasurer 
acts  without  receiving  any  salary,  and  does  not  give  any  security,  but  is  held  accountable  to 
the  o-rand  jury.  There  has  not  been  an  instance  of  the  removal  or  suspension  of  an  officer. 

T^ere  are  not  any  attendants  attached  to  this  institution,  nor  ai-e  there  any  fixed  rules  for 
its  guidance ; indeed,  there  appears  to  be  an  universal  want  of  system  thi-oughout  all  the 
medical  charities  of  this  part  of  the  country. 

No  report  of  the  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  has  ever  been  presented  to  the 
public.  This  district  contains  a very  considerable  number  of  persons,  w'ho  would  cheerfully 
take  a part  in  any  investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor. 
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The  Clanmaurice  Dispensary  possesses  no  permanent  source  of  income.  It  is  entirely 
dependent  on  an  annual  presentment  granted  by  the  grand  jury,  and  on  the  contributions  of 
yearly  subscribers.  The  latter  form  -a  very  precarious  support,  and  the  absolute  existence  of 
the  charity.is  said  to  be  contingent  on  the  continuance  of  the  bounty  of  two  individuals  who 
subscribe  the  larger  proportion  of  this  part  of  its  income.  The  total  i-eceipts  in  subscriptions 
have  remained  nearly  equal  for  the  last  three  years ; they  have  been  as  follows : — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  -_49__ 

1832  50  - - 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - 50  -- 


No  individual  of  the  poorer  classes  is  to  be  found  among  the  contributors,  and  it  is  stated 
that  no  subscriptions  accompanied  with  stipulations  for  relief  in  return  have  been  hitherto 
received. 

The  income  is  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remains  in  his.  hands  exclusively. 

The  entire  expenditure  has  not  exceeded,  during  any  of  the  last  three  yeara,  an  average  of 
100  Z.,  the  principal  items  being,  salary  to  the  medical  attendant,  rent  and  medicines.  Bills 
are  discharged  by  the  treasurer  without  their  having  been  examined  by  any  other  authority. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  not  able  to  procure  any  copies  of  the  half-yearly  ac- 
counts, which,  they  were  informed,  were  regularly  submitted  to  the  grand  jury,  though  not 
to  the  subscribers. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Francis  Eagan,  esq.— John  Forham,  esq — Mr.  Mackrnnan. —Honourable  Mayor  Mullins. 

— Lieutenant  Parker. — The  Apothecary  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  to  which  the  Dingle  Dispensary  forms  the  only  source  of  medical  reliefis  of  a 
peninsular  outline,  extending  in  length  nearly  40  miles,  with  a mean  breadth  of  about  12.  The 
inhabitants  amount  to  40,000,  and  are  scattered  over  20  different  parishes.  There  is  not  a second 
dispensary  in  any  part  of  the  barony,  and  the  nearest  medical  charity  is  at  Tralee,  distant 
tipwards  of  30  miles.  The  district  is  represented  by  the  witnesses  as  embracing  altogether  too 
great  an  extent  of  country.  It  is  observed  that  “ although  the  poor  can  always  obtain 
advice  and  medicine  by  making  application  at  the  dispensary,  yet  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
that  one  medical  man  can  give  them  proper  attention  at  their  houses  when  they  are  confined 
by  acute  diseases.”  They  (the  witnesses)  are  of  opinion  that  a dispensaiy  should  be  established 
at  a place  called  Castlegregory,  about  15  miles  from  Dingle,  and  they  would  propose  that, 
if  possible,  no  dispensary  district  should  exceed  six  or  eight  miles  in  diameter.  The  wit- 
nesses complain  of  the  very  serious  inconvenience  which  has,  on  many  occasions,  been  felt 
from  the  want  of  internal  accommodation  for  the  sick  poor,  and  the  medical  attendant 
states  that  he  has  frequently  expressed  to  the  committee  his  sentiments  regarding  the  urgent 
necessity  of  providing  a small  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  surgical  and  medical  disorders, 
and  above  all  for  the  reception  of  patients  affected  with  contagious  fevers. 

The  house  appropriated  to  tlie  purposes  of  the  dispensaiy  is  well  placed,  being  situated 
in  the  main  street,  and  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Dingle.  It  is  held  from  year  to 
year  at  an  annual  rent  of  9 C s.,  and  has  not  any  ground  attached  to  it.  It  is  however 
small  and  out  of  repair.  The  patients  are  usually  prescribed  for  by  the  physician  in  a room 
ou  the  ground  floor,  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept,  but  there  is  a consulting  room  up 
stairs  for  any  particular  case,  and  a convenient  passage  is  allotted  as  a waiting-room. 

. The  medical  attendant  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  also  a licen- 
tiate of  the  King’s  and  Queen’s  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland.  At  the  formation  of  the 
chanty,  in  the  year  1824,  he  was  selected  as  physician  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  sub- 
scribers ; since  that  period  he  has  been  unconnected  with  any  other  establishment,  and  has 
consta^ly  resided  at  a few  paces  from  the  dispensary-house,  at  which  he  is  obliged  to  attend 
every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  one,  and  later  if 
there  be  any  need.  Either  he  or  the  apothecary  are  always  on  the  spot  to  afford  assistance 
m cases  of  immediate  urgency,  and  the  latter  officer,  it  is  stated,  would  act  in  the  place  of 
e physician,  if  any  cause  required  his  absence,  which  has  never  hitherto  exceeded  a period 
prolonged  irregularity  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  either  of^er  is 
c ectuaily  guarded  against  by -the  control  which  the  committee  possess  over  their  conduct, 
0 w om  ^y  complaints  which  the  poor  may  have  to  make  of  inattention  are  usually  ad- 
lessed.  The  witnesses  describe  the  committee  to  be  a tribunal  from  whom  redress  can  with 
Cl  ity  be  obtained';  but  the  Assistant  Commissioners  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  that  body 
of  holding  any  fixed  and  regular  meetings,  and  that  they  are  seldom 
ca  led  together  more  than  one  day  in  each  year.  The  medical  attendant  states  that  previous  to 
- ^-Ppoirited  to  the  situation  which  he  at  present  holds,  he  resided  as  a practitioner 

w u bun,  and  that  he  is  still  engaged  in  private  practice  on  his  own  account.  The  medi- 
ply^'  ^ charity,  though  usually  dispensed  by  the  apothecary,  always  remain  in  the 

fhe  salary  of  the  physician  is  lOOA'  per  annum,  that  of  the  apothecary  28L  per'annmii; 
Cl  er  of  them  receives  any  allowance  for  a horse,  or  towards  the  expenses  of  a residence, 
one  time  the  annual  payment  to  the  physician  amounted  to  150Z.  It  would  appear  that 
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the  grand  jury  conceived  this  sum  to  be  too  high,  as  they  stopped  their  usua.1  presentmpt, 
until  the  salary  was  reduced  to  its  present  amount.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  inquired 
whether  it  was  possible  for  a medical  man,  under  the  present  system  of  dispensary  manage- 
ment, to  create  an  appointment  for  himself,  and  to  obtain  funds  from  the  county,  by  giving 
in  to  the  grand  jury  as  the  subscriptions  of  individuals,  money  either  actually  advanced  by 
himself,  or  to  be  repaid  by  him  when  the  purpose  had  been  answered.  They  were  told 
that  “such  a trick  could  not  be  played  in  the  present  establishment,  inasmuch  as  the 
salary  of  the  physician  was  a fixed  sum,  but  that  it  might  be  practised  with  success  in  any 
case  where  the  attendant  was  accustomed  to  receive  afl  surplus  monies  that  remained  after 

the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  dispensary  had  been  defrayed.” 

It  has  been  already  intimated  that  only  one  election  of  medical  officer  to  this  charity  has 
taken  place.  The  gentleman  who  was  then  chosen  had  been  invited  to  settle  in  the  town,  on 
the  express  understanding  that  he  was  to  receive  a salary  of  150  1.  a year.  It  is  thought 
that  from  the  few  persons  capable  of  remunerating  a physician  for  his  attendance  which 
the  district  contains,  it  would  be  altogether  without  medical  aid,  were  it  not  for  the  salaiy 
derived  from  the  dispensary;  the  other  practitioner  has,  however,  recently  settled  in  it. 
On  the  occcasion  of  the  election,  the  successful  candidate  had  no  competitors,  nor  was  any 
notice'of  the  matter  given  in  the  newspapers.  He  was  known  to  be  possessed  of  the  quali- 
fications of  a regularly  educated  physician,  and  no  notice  of  his  appointment  was  sent  to  the 
grand  jury  The  witnesses  state,  that  no  superannuation  or  retiring  pensions  would  be  allowed 
to  its  officers.  _ -l  • • 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  rather  confined  for  the  purpose,  but  it  is 
neatly  arranged,  and  contains  a good  stock  of  all  the  principal  medicines  in  general  use, 
witli  the  exception  of  quinine,  and  some  other  of  the  more  modern  French  preparations. 
The  medicines  are  purchased  from  Messrs.  Harrington  & Co.,  dniggists  in  Cork,  who  sub- 
scribe a guinea  a year  to  the  funds  of  the  charity.  The  expense  ol  drugs  (as  paid  for  by 
the  treasurer)  has  amounted  during  the  last  three  years  to  an  average  of  about  35  Z.  The 
Assistant  Commissioners  found  the  stock  on  hand  equal  in  value  to  nearly  40  and  forming 
the  best  supply  of  medicines  which  they  had  met  with  in  any  dispensary.  It  was  under  the 
care  of  the  physician,  who  keeps  it  under  lock  and  key,  and  is  not  allowed  to  sell  any 
part.  Tliere  is  a good  apparatus  for  forming  pharaiaceutical  preparations.  The  supply  of 
surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  charity  is  limited  to  a few  of  the  most  ordinaiy,  but 
which,  at  the  same  time,  are  found  adequate  for  all  purposes.  Leeches  are  never  adopted 
in  the  practice  of  the  dispensary.  Vaccination  is  quite  neglected,  and  the  medical  attendant 
is  not  bound  to  extend  the  practice,  in  which,  notwithstanding  the  public  is  said  to  place  a 
daily  increasing  confidence,  amongst  the  poorest  and  most  ignorant  portions  ot  the  popu- 
lation there  exists  however  a very  strong  prejudice  against  it,  which  has  been  adroitly  taken 
advantage  of  by  persons  who  travel  through  the  country,  disseminating  the  disease  ot  small- 
pox by  inoculation ; one  of  these  individuals,  who  had  been  the  cause  ot  extensive  mischief, 
has  lately  been  brought  before  the  magistrates,  who  succeeded  in  checking  his  career.  It 
should  be  remarked  that  the  apothecary  of  the  present  institution  has  a direct  and  positive 
interest  in  the  non-performance  of  vaccination  at  the  dispensary;  he  is  in  the  habit  of 
performing  the  operation  to  some  extent  at  his  own  house,  and  receives  payment  from  every 
person  operated  on.  _ ■ t • i 

The  phycician  keeps  a register  of  all  the  applications  made  to  him  for  relief.  In  it  he 
specifies  the  name  of  each  applicant,  the  nature  of  his  disorder,  and  the-  mode  of  treatment 
adopted  in  it.  A copy  of  the  register  is  annually  furnished  to  the  grand  jury.  The  number 
of  persons  relieved  during  the  last  three  years  was  stated  as  follows,  viz. — 


1831  - - - - 14,307 

1332  - --  --  --  --  10,740  (year  of  cholera) 

1833  - --  --  --  - - 12,391 


When  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  charity,  they  were  mfonned  that-  tlie 
average  number  of  persons  for  whom  the  physician  is  called  upon  to  prescribe,  on  a dis- 
pensary day,  amounted  to  100;  all  cases  requiring  important  surgical  operations  are  sent  to 
the  County  Infirmary  at  Tralee. 

According  to  the  rules  of  the  institution  the  physician  and  the  apothecary  are  authorized 
to  use  their  discretion  in  selecting  persons  whom  they  may  think  fit  objects  to  participate 
ill  its  benefits.  They  are  directed  expressly  to  refuse  their  aid  to  all  whom  they  have  not 
reason  to  believe  to  be  in  necessitous  circumstances.  The  servants  of  subscribers  are  at  all 
times  entitled  to  relief,  and  it  is  stated,  that  undeserving  persons  sometimes  contrive  to 
obtain  it  through  the  instrumentality  of  others  who  are  really  in  distressed  circumstances 
About  20  of  the  water-guard  men,  who  are  stationed  at  Dingle,  subscribe  10  s.  a year  each 
to  the  charity,  and  receive  in  return  advice  and  medicine  gratuitously. 

Besides  the  patients  who  are  prescribed  for  at  the  institution,  the  sick  poor  of  the  town 
(whose  population  amounts  to  nearly  0,000)  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings,  when 
labouring  under  acute  disorders.  The  great  extent  of  the  rural  portion  of  the  district  ren- 
ders it  quite  impossible  that  the  medical  attendant  can  render  similar  attention  with  any 
regularity  to  the  peasantry  of  the  country.  The  attendance  of  the  medical  officers  is  never 
demanded  at  night.  The  treatment  of  fractures  and  other  accidents  is  intrusted  to  the 
apothecary.  No  account  is  kept  of  the  prescriptions  ordered  for  the  poor,  but  it  is  staled, 
that  the  prescriptions  of  authorized  practitioners  are  occasionally  compounded  for  them.  As 
the  physician  is  not  obliged  to  attend  the  women  of  the  poorer  class,  during  their  confine- 
ment, they  are  completely  thrown  into  the  hands  of  midwives,  of  whom  the  majority  are 
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said  to  be  extremely  ignorant  and  unskilful ; a small  number  of  them,  about  three  or  four, 
have  been  educated  at  the  Lying-in  Hospital  irf  Dublin,  whither  they  were  sent  and  main- 
tained at  the  cost  of  the  county. 

No  kind  of  nourishment  is  supplied  to  the  sick  poor  from  this  or  any  other  institution  in 
the  district.  .... 

The  principal  direction  is  nominally  vested  in  a committee  of  eleven  gentlemen,  who  were 
appointed  at  the  origin  of  the  institution,  and  who  have  continued  in  office  witliout  any  re- 
newal of  their  election.  The  regular  meetings  of  this  committee  do  not  occur  oftener  than 
once  a year,  when  they  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  accounts.  It  is  stated, 
however,  that  they  meet  occasionally  at  other  periods  when  specially  required  so  to  do.  The 
real  management  of  the  chai-ity  is  in  a great  measure  left  to  the  physician  and  the  treasurer, 
who  act  in  all  things  subject  to  the  ultimate  control  of  the  committee,  of  the  proceedings  of 
which  latter  body  no  account  has  been  kept : as  subsidiary  to  the  authority  of  the  comrmttee 
it  is  the  custom  for  some  of  the  governors  occasionally  to  visit  and  examine  the  dispensary, 
but  not  at  any  stated  times.  There  is  not  any  board  of  superintendence  acting  under  the 
orders  of  the  grand  jury. 

The  treasurer  (who  also  acts  as  secretary,  and  discharges  the  duties  of  both  ofiices  without 
remuneration)  is  the  only  non-medical  officer.  He  has  remained  an  officer  for  some  years, 
and  has  not  been  required  to  give  any  security.  Persons  of  all  religious  denominations  are| 
it  is  said,  equally  eligible  to  the  spot. 

Reports  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  charity  are  prepai-ed  once  in  every  year  and  laid 
before  the  members  of  the  grand  jury.  It  lias  not  been  usual  to  print  them,  and  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  were  unable  to  procure  a copy  of  any.  The  witnesses  were  requested  to  give 
their  opinion  respecting  the  utility  of  a permanent  board  of  health,  to  consist  of  the  gemry, 
cleigy,  medical  men,  and  of  the  middling  class  of  farmers.  They  were  unanimous  in  saying’ 
tliat  “ such  a body  was  not  required  except  during  the  prevalence  of  an  such  as 

cholera  or  typhus  fever.”  They  added  at  the  same  time,  that  “ the  district  contained  a large 
number  of  individuals  who  would  most  cheerfully  co-operate  in  any  measure  which  tended 
to  place  in  their  true  light  the  wants  and  actua  1 condition  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
inhabitants.” 

As  the  dispensary  does  not  possess  any  fixed  property  whether  in  land  or  houses,  it  is 
entirely  dependent  on  the  contributions  of  annual  subscribers,  and  on  the  presentments  which 
the  grand  jury  are  accustomed  to  grant ; the  former  constitute  the  main  support  of  the  charity, 
which  would  recently  have  fallen  altogether  to  the  ground,  had  not  a nobleman,  whose  usual 
donation  had  been  25 1.  increased  it,  on  consideration  of  the  emergency,  to  50  L The  following 
table  shows  the  income  under  the  two  heads  during  the  last  two  years. 


1832. 


1833. 


£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - 106  - - 90  14  - 

Presentments  - , - - 70  - - 90  14  - 

When  the  treasurer  makes  application  to  the  grand  jury  for  their  customary  grant,  it  is 
necessary  that  he  should  be  able  to  make  affidavit  that  he  has  received  and  has  in  his 
possession  a certain  sum  derived  from  annual  subscribers.  But  as  this  portion  of  the  receipts 
of  the  charity  is  paid  with  very  little  regularity  as  to  time,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  ffie 
» medical  attendant  to  pay  in  anticipation  to  the  treasurer  the  sum  which  he  afterwards  takes 
upon  himself  the  trouble  of  collecting  from  the  several  contributors. 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  are  physician’s  and  apothecary’s  salary,  medicine  and 
rent,  and  of  late  years  it  has  exceeded  the  receipts.  All  bills  are  paid  by  tire  treasurer,  after 
having  been  previously  examined  by  the  committee. 

Once  in  the  year  the  accounts  of  income  and  expenditure  are  dmwn  up  and  laid  before  the  • 
grand  jury.  They  are  also  presented  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  but  not  to  the  sub- 
scribers at  lai’ge. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Eugene  Downing,  esq — Nathaniel  Irvine,  esq. — David  Mahont,  esq. — Thomas  M‘ Garth v, 
esq — Mr.  O’Sullivan. — The  Apothecary;  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

of  six  parishes,  amounting  to  nearly  30,000  souls,  have  no  otlier  source 
ot  medical  relief  than  the  dispensary  of  Kenmare ; some  of  them  have  to  come  for  assist- 
ance a distance  of  30  miles,  and  in  no  direction  does  any  other  medical  charity  occur 
nearer  than  at  Bantry,  or  at  Killarney,  each  about  15  miles  off.  The  districtis  universally 
elt  to  be  too  large,  and  quite  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  those  who  are  dependent  on  it. 
® been  of  late  years  still  further  diminished  by  the  curtailment  of  its  income, 

so  that  a very  large  number  of  persons  have,  of  necessity,  been  refused  relief.  A still 
greater  inconvenience  is  experienced  from  the  want  of  some  intern  accommodation  for  the 
SICK  poor.  The  fever  hospital  at  Killarney  is  of  comparatively  little  benefit  to  the  inhabi- 
• ,P  ® Kenmare,  on  account  of  its  remoteness;  and  even,  if  patients  be  .sent  thither, 
°y  means  certain  that  they  will  be  taken  in ; in  several  instances  admission  has  been 
e used  ; as  for  the  county  infirmary  at  Tralee,  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question,  being  situated 
if  if  *^PP°®*^®  extremity  of  the  county.  Thus,  the  sick  poor  are  quite  unprovided  for,  and 
a acked  with  infectious  disease,  they  are  discarded  from  their  own  hovels  and  left  to  perish 
B B by 


Dispensaries. 

Munsler. 
County  Kerry. 

£xliniiaatimis  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.  Borrett,  esq.,  ai.t>, 

Dingle  Dispensaiy. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 
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medical. 
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by  the  road  side,  as  no  kind  of  shelter  can  be  found  for  thern.  As  a remedy  for  this  state 
of  things,  the  witnesses  suggest,  the  country  should  be  divided  into  convenient  districts, 
and  that  each  of  them  should  contain  a dispensary  for  affording  external  relief,  while,  to  a 
greater  or  less  number  of  such  districts,  according  to  circumstances,  a srnall  hospital 
should  be  attached,  with  wards  for  the  reception  of  fever  cases,  and  a few  beds  for  the 
treatment  of  accidents  and  surgical  disorders. 

The  dispensary  is  judiciously  situated  in  the  main  street  and  centre  of  the  town.  The  house 
consists  of  three  rooms,  the  uppermost  of  which  is  used  merely  as  a l^bei  the 

two  lower,  the  business  of  the  institution  is  carried  on.  It  is  a dirty  place,  and  it  not  well 
adapted  in  itself  for  the  purposes  of  a dispensary,  it  is  rendered  much  worse  by  the  entire  ah- 
sence  of  arrangement,  and  neatness  in  the  keeping  of  it.  The  premises  are  held  at  an  an- 
nual rent  of  5/.,  from  a person  who  is  in  no  other  way  connected  with  the  charity. 

There  are  no  ground  or  out-buildmgs,  and  they  do  not  contain  any  convenience  for  the  ad~ 
ministration  of  batlis.  If  it  were  enacted  that  each  county  should  provide  localities  for  the 
medical  charities  which  it  supports,  there  would,  in  all  cases,  be  some  guarantee  for  then 
beina:  better  adapted  to  their  purposes  than  they  are  at  present. 

There  are  two  medical  officers  attached  to  the  dispensary,  a surgeon  and  an  apothecary. 
The  former  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  (in  which  city  he  obtained  liis 
qualifications  as  an  accoucheur),  and  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  m London. 
He  was  appointed  by  tire  subscribers  at  large  in  the  year  1827,  and  is  at  present  36  years  of 
age.  He  attends  no  other  institution  than  the  one  under  consideration,  to  which  he  is  attached 
as  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur.  He  resides  within  100  yards  of  the  dispensaiy- 
house,  and  is  peraiitted  to  engage  in  private  practice.  On  three  days  m each  week,  namely, 
on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  he  is  obliged  to  attend  at  the  dispensary,  between 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  three,  and  to  prescribe  for  the  patients  who  may  present  themselves. 
It  is  stated  that  this  portion  of  his  duties  has  never  been  perfornred  by  proxy,  except  in 
case  of  his  illness,  on  which  occasions,  the  apothecaiy  has  to  act  in  his  place. 

The  ordinary  duties  of  the  apothecary  (the  second  medical  officer)  are  conhned  to  the 
preparing  and  dispensing  the  medicines  which  have  been  ordered  by  the  medical  attendant. 
One  or  other  of  these  gentlemen  is  always  on  the  spot,  so  as  to  secure  immediate  assistance 
in  urgent  and  pressing  eases.  The  subscribers  exact  from  them  at  all  times  constant  atten- 
tion and  regularity  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  functions ; and  any  poor  person  vvho 
has  just  reason  to  complain  of  harshness  or  inattention  experienced  from  either  of  them,  has 
in  his  power  a well-known  mode  of  obtaining  redress  by  making  application  to  the  subscriber 
who  recommended  him.  . . , , 

The  amount  annually  awarded  to  the  medical  officers  is  not  fixed,  it  vanes  with  the  sum 
received  from  the  subscribers,  whatever  that  may  be,  the  salary  oi  the  physician  is  made  to 
bear  to  that  of  the  apothecary — the  proportion  of  three  to  one.  To  neither  gentleman  is  any 
allowance  made  for  a residence  or  towards  the  maintenance  of  a horse.  The  subscnbere 
have  it  in  their  power  to  apportion  what  salaries  they  please  to  their  officers.  _ Ihey  may  raise 
them,  it  is  stated  by  the  witnesses,  to  any  amount  within  the  limits  of  the  income,  without 
being  subject  to  the  interference  of  the  grand  jury,  who  have  no  other  mode  of  checking  lavish 
expenditure  (if  such  occurred)  than  by  stopping  their  usual  annual  presentment. 

Each  of  the  medical  officers  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  independent  of  any 
superior  authority.  This  is  a defect  which  should  be  remedied  by  vesting  in  some  tribunal 
the  power  of  passmg  a veto  on  all  elections,  for  the  purpose  of  preyentii^  the  appointment 
of  improper  persons,  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy  in  the  situation  of  physician,  it  was 
filled  up  without  any  previous  notice,  it  being  required  from  the  person  chosen  that  he  should 
be  possessed  of  separate  testimonials  as  a physician, _ surgeon  and  accoucheur.  1 he  last 
election  of  an  apothecary  was  preceded  by  an  advertisement  inserted  in  the  newspapers, 
inviting  candidates  to  present  themselves,  and  informing  them  that  they  should  be  qualified 
as  masters  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Dublin.  There  was  no  limita,tion  as  to  age,  and 
there  was  but  one  candidate.  The  usual  conditions  for  voting  were  insisted  on  in  all  those 
who  were  admitted  to  take  a part  in  the  election,  but  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to 
acquaint  the  grand  jury  with  the  qualifications  of  the  individual  appointed.  There  are  no 
other  medical  practitioners  in  the  district  than  those  attached  to  the  dispensary,  and  it  is 
thought  that  there  are  not  in  Ihe  neighbourhood  a sufficient  number  of  persons  capable  o 
paying  for  advice  to  maintain  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  salaiy  derived  from  the 
institution.  Neither  superannuations  nor  retiring  pensions  are  allowed.  No  death  has  ever 
taken  place  among  the  medical  officers. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  the  room  appropriated  to  the  dispensing  of  medicine 
in  a veiy  filthy  and  disorderly  condition.  From  the  absence  of  any  thing  like  a,rrangemen 
of  its  contents  they  weie  unable  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  what  the  quality  of  the  medicine 
was.  It  appeared,  however,  to  be  in  sufficient  quantity,  with  the  exception  that  neither 
quinine  nor  morphia,  nor  any  other  of  the  more  delicate  preparations  had  been  provided, 
was  all  under  the  care  of  the  apothecary,  and  was  distinct  from  the  articles  used  m ms 
private  practice,  which  were  kept  in  his  shop  in  a different  part  of  the  town.  The  sum  pai 
by  the  treasurer  for  drugs  to  the  Messrs.  Harrington,  druggists,  in  Cork  (who  are  subscribers 
to  the  institution),  had  amounted  to  BO  I The  pharmaceutical  apparatus  was  of  the  most 
miserable  description,  and  the  stock  of  surgical  instruments  did  not  exceed  a stomach-pump. 
It  was  stated  that  leeches  were  never  made  use  of.  No  provision  is  made  for  the  periorm 
ance  of  vaccination  at  the  dispensary.  The  apothecary  practises  it  to  some  extent  at  ms 
own  residence,  but  he  is  paid  for  all  those  on  whom  he  operates.  The  better  intoime 
classes  exhibit  an  increasing  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination,  which  has  hardly  e 
been  succeeded  by  small-pox,  and  in  the  excepted  instances  the  latter  disease  has  beei^o^ 
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exceedino-ly  mild  character.  Inoculation  is  not  forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  dispensary ; 
but  the  medical  officer  states,  that  he  has  never  sanctioned  the  performance  of  it. 

A very  accurate  register  is  kept  by  the  apothecary,  which  specifies  all  particulars  relative 
to  the  extent  of  relief  granted  to  the  poor,  as  well  as  can  be  done  when  the  desultoiy  nature 
of  dispensary  practice  is  considered.  No  account  is,  however,  kept  of  the  numbers  to  whom 
relief  is  refused.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  applied  for  aid  with 
tickets  of  recommendation  during  the  last  three  years : — 


1831,  number  of  patients  was  1,630 

1832  - 1,570 

1833  1,320 


As  the  one  suffices  to  procure  medical  assistance  during  the  course  of  one  and  the  same 
attack  of  illness,  the  number  of  times  at  which  medicine  was  actually  granted  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  far  greater  than  the  above  figures  would  indicate. 

The  ordinary  number  of  persons  who  were  relieved  at  the  dispensary  on  public  days,  at  the 
period  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit,  was  stated  to  be.  between  20  and  30.  At^the 
same  date,  from  five  to  ten  poor  people  were  under  treatment  at  their  own  dwellings  by  the 
medical  attendant.  No  operation  of  any  importance  had  been  performed  for  a considerable 
time ; of  midwifery  cases  about  20  are  attended  in  the  course  of  each  year 

A note  of  recommendation  is  indispensably  required  from  all  persons,  without  any  excep- 
tion, who  apply  at  the  dispensary  for  relief.  The  rigid  adherence  to  this  condition  does  not, 
however,  inmrpose  any  effectual  obstacle  to  the  procuring  of  aid  by  the  poor.  It  is  stated 
by  the  witnesses,  that  even  strangers  can  always  obtain  the  necessary  order,  as  each  sub- 
scriber is  entitled  to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of  orders,  and  a single  signature  to  each 
order  is  sufficient.  In  this  institution  it  is  not  usual  to  give  either  advice  or  medicine  gratui- 
tously to  any  of  the.  subscribers.  But  there  is  reason  for  believing,  nevertheless,  that  many 
persons  contrive  to  participate  in  its  benefits,  whose  circumstances  place  them  quite  above  the 
necessity  of  applying  for  the  assistance  of  a charitable  establishment. 

Those  persons  whom  the  nature  of  their  sickness  prevents  from  making  personal  application 
at  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings  (provided  tliey  be  not  more  distant  from  the 
town  than  two  miles)  by  either  the  physician  or  the  apothecary.  It  is  stated,  that  in  cases 
of  acute  disorder,  this  attendance  is  in  many  instances  repeateii  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three 
visits  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  that  it  is  also  freely  rendered  at  night  when  required. 
The  medical  attendant  observes,  that  occasional  attention  is  really  of  no  use  whatever,  except 
where  a patient  is  labouring  under  an  attack  of  a slow  of  chronic  character.  No  pi’ovision 
has  been  made  for  the  proper  treatment  of  firactures  and  other  accidents,  as  the  charity  does 
not  possess  or  supply  either  splints  or  bandages.  It  is  only  in  cases  of  danger  or  of  difficulty 
that  the  women  of  the  poorer  classes  are  entitled  to  call  for  the  assistance  of  the  medical 
attendant  of  the  dispensary  during  their  confinement ; at  other  times,  they  are  attended  by 
midwives,  of  whom  the  generality  are  represented  to  possess  very  few  qualifications  for  their 
business,  whilst  some  are  said  to  be  grossly  ignorant  and  unskilful  to  a lamentable  degree. 
A book  is  kept,  in  which  the  prescriptions  ordered  by  the  attendant  are  carefully  registered. 
No  other  prescriptions  than  this  are  ever  compounded  at  the  charity. 

There  is  no  institution  within  the  bounds  of  the  district  or  in  its  neighbourhood  for  sup- 
plying the  sick  poor  with  either  food  or  fuel. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  establishment  is  vested  in  the  annual  sub- 
scribers, who  amount  to  about  28,  but  who  have  never  been  in  the.  habit  of  holding  any  fixed 
and  regular  meetings  for  the  -transaction  of  business.  Neither  of  the  medical  officers  are 
governors  of  the  institution,  nor  have  been  allowed  to  take  any  material  part  in  its 
management. 

There  is  not  any  committee  of  management,  nor  any  board  of  superintendence.  No 
governor  has  ever  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  occasionally  inspecting  the  working  of 
the  establishment. 

Tlie  officers  not  medical  are  the  secretary  and  the  treasurer.  Both  of  them  give  their 
services  without  receiving  any  remuneration,  and  the  latter  is  not  required  to  give  any  secu- 
rity. It  is  stated  that  they  have  been  elected  without  reference  to  their  religious  per- 
suasions. 

No  attendant  is  engaged. 

For  the  first  time  a report  was  prepared  previous  to  the  last  assizes,  in  pursuance  of  the 
directions  of  the  grand  jury.  The  report  was  not  printed,  but  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
were  informed  that  it  contained  a statement  of  the  numbers  who  had  obtained  relief  from 
the  dispensary,  together  with  their  diseases  and  the  mode  of  treatment  adopted.  It  is  sug- 
gested by  the  witnesses,  that  much  advantage  would  result  from  selecting  a certain  number 
of  individuals  from  the  gentry,  the  clergy  and  the  middling  class  of  farmers,  and  forming 
them  into  a board  to  watch  over  the  pubHc  health,  and  to  make  known  the  wants  and  real 
condition  of  the  labouring  classes. 


There  are,  it  is  stated,  a large  number  of  persons  in  the  district  who  would  very  willingly 
co-operate  in  any  investigation  having  in  view  the  latter  object. 

1 he  institution  does  not  possess  any  sources  of  income  of  a permanent  character.  It  is 
maintained  by  a yearly  presentment  allowed  by  the  grand  jury,  and  chiefly  by  annual  sub- 
scriptions derived  exclusively  from  the  richer  classes.  On  its  receipts  from  the  latter  source 
Its  existence  is  altogether  dependent,  and  it  forms  a very  uncertain  and  precarious  support, 
two  individuals  subscribe  considerable  sums  respectively,  viz.,  lOZ.  and  bl. 
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The  following  gross  sums  were  received  from  subscribers  during  the  last  three  years. 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - 70  -- 

1832  - ---  51  3- 

1833  51  - - 

Until  the  year  1832,  the  amount  annually  contributed  by  the  county  was  equal  to  what  had 
been  collected  from  contributors. 

After  the  subscriptions  have  fallen  due  the  secretaiy  issues  a circular  to  the  subscribers, 
requesting  them  to  deliver  their  contributions  to  the  treasurer.  The  funds  then  remain  iu 
his  hands  until  they  are  required ; but  tbe  institution  is  generally  in  his  debt. 

The  principal  items  in  the  annual  expenditure  are  salaries,  medicine  and  rent.  The 
amount  of  the  expenditure  in  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows ; viz. — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - - -,  - 140  -- 

1832  ----------  - 102  6 - 

1833  ----------  - 83  8- 


The  payment  of  bills  is  in  all  cases  intrusted  to  the  discretion  of  tbe  treasurer. 

Tire  Assistant  Commissioners  were  not  furnished  with  any  detailed  account  of  the  income 
and  expenditure  of  the  chaiity,  but  they  were  infonned  that  such  was  systematically  pre- 
pared every  twelvemonths. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Stephen  E.  Colles,  esq.— Rev.  Mr.  Hickson,  Vicar  of  Duagh. — Rev.  Mr.  Hewson,  Curate. — The 
Apothecary ; and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  attached  to  the  Listowel  dispensary  has  frequently  been  found  inconveniently 
large ; it  extends  in  some  directions  to  a distance  of  eight  miles  from  the  institution,  and 
contains  a population  of  10,000  souls,  who  have  not  any  other  source  of  medical  relief  to 
apply  to ; as,  although  a dispensary  has  for  some  time  existed  at  Ballylongford  (which  is 
about  six  miles  off),  it  is  not  included  within  the  district  of  the  charity  under  consideration : 
the  witnesses  state,  that  no  applications  for  relief  have  ever  been  refused  at  the  Listowel  dis- 
pensary ; but  they  observe,  that  no  similar  establishment  should  ever  be  required  to  afford 
assistance  over  a country  of  more  than  ten  miles  in  diameter ; they  complain  of  the  serious 
evils  which,  on  many  occasions,  have  arisen  from  the  want  of  internal  accommodation  for 
tlie  sick  poor ; and  it  is  suggested  by  them  that  small  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  fever 
cases,  and  containing  a few  beds  for  surgical  cases,  should  be  attached  to  a certain  number 
of  contiguous  medical  districts,  each  of  which,  at  the  same  time,  might  continue  to  possess 
a dispensary  for  the  distribution  of  external  aid,  in  advice  and  medicine,  as  at  present. 

A neat  and  commodious  apartment,  fitted  up  as  a shop,  and  situated  at  the  rear  of  the 
house  in  which  the  medical  attendant  resides,  has  been  appropriated  to  the  pu^oses  of  the 
dispensary,  and  answers  its  ends  extremely  well.  It  does  not,  however,  contain  any  article 
for  administering  baths. 

The  principal  medical  officer  of  the  institution,  and  who  is  connected  with  it  in  the  joint 
capacities  of  surgeon,  physician  and  accoucheur,  is  a bachelor  of  medicine  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  and  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Edinburgh.  He 
received  his  education  in  midwifeiy  in  the  Lymg-in  hospital  of  Dublin.  He  is  permitted  to 
engage  in  private  practice,  but  does  not  hold  any  other  public  situation.  He  was  appointed 
by  the  subscribers  at  large,  in  the  year  1828,  at  which  period  he  was  27  years  of  age.  As 
the  institution  is  cairied  on  in  his  house  he  is  required  always  to  give  immediate  aid  in  case 
of  emergency,  and  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  he  is  obliged  to  attend  in  the  dispen- 
sary, and  to  prescribe  for  all  patients  who  present  themselves  under  the  proper  conditions 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  o’clock.  The  second  medical  officer  is  the  apothecary. 
His  ordinary  duties  are  limited  to  the  compounding  and  dispensing  of  the  medicines  which 
have  been  ordered  by  tbe  attending  physician ; but  whenever  the  absence  of  the  latter  gentle- 
man is  compelled  by  illness  or  any  other  unavoidable  circumstance  (a  thing  which  is  stated 
by  the  witnesses  to  have  occurred  but  veiy  rarely),  it  devolves  upon  the  apothecary  to  act  as 
his  substitute,  under  tbe  sanction  of  the  subscribers  or  of  the  committee ; the  regular  perform- 
ance of  their  respective  duties  is  effectually  secured  by  the  control  which  the  committee  pos- 
sess over  both  officers,  and  from  that  body,  it  is  said,  or  from  any  individual  member  of  )t, 
that  the  poor  can  with  the  greatest  facility  obtain  redress,  if  they  have  had  just  reason  to  com- 
plain of  having  been  treated  as  patients  with  harshness  or  neglect.  No  medical  officer 
would  be  retained  in  this  institution  against  the  general  wishes  of  the  poor,  or  if  he  were 
known  to  have  deservedly  forfeited  their  confidence  and  good  opinion. 

The  salaries  paid  to  the  two  medical  gentlemen  from  the  general  funds  of  the  establishment 
are,  to  the  physician  80  1.  per  annum,  to  the  apothecary  20  1.  per  annum ; neither  of  them 
receives  any  allowance  towards  the  expenses  of  a residence  or  of  the  maintenance  of  a horse. 
The  amount  of  the  remuneration  granted  to  them  is  quite  discretional  with  the  govermng 
body  of  the  charity.  The  giand  jury  have  not  any  other  means  at  their  disposal  to  control 
it  than  by  withholding  the  presentment  which  they  are  annually  called  upon  to  grant. 
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Both  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  annual  subscribers  of  one  guinea,  without  any 
interference  in  the  appointment  on  the  part  of  the  grand  jury,  for  whose  control, _ or  for  that 
of  any  other  body,  there  does  not  seem  in  the  present  case  to  be  any  necessity ; on  the 
occasion  of  the  last  vacancies  there  appeared  three  candidates  for  the  situation  of  phy- 
sician and  two  for  that  of  apothecary.  This  competition  had  been  produced  by  the  insertion 
of  an  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  which,  at  the  same  time,  announced  that  all  candi- 
dates would  be  expected  to  possess  degrees  from  some  university,  college  or  board ; there  was  ' 
no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  those  who  might  thiiik,  proper  to  come  fonvard,  nor  does  any 
number  of  years’  service  entitle  an  officer  to  a superannuation  or  lo  a retiring  allowance. 
There  has  not  bear  any  mortality  among  the  medical  attendants  of  the  dispensary.  The 
niunber  of  persons  residing  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Listowel  -who  are  capable  of  • 
naving  for  medical  advice  is  very  considerable.  There  are,  in  fact,  two  practitioners  established 
in  the  aistrict  besides  tlrose  who  are  attached  to  the  dispensary;  but  it  is  stated  by  the  wit- 
nesses, that  neither  of  them  would  be  willing  to  attend  the  poor  gratuitously. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  much  to  praise  in  the  condition  of  the  room  in  which  the 
medicines  were  kept.  The  drawers,  bottles,  &c.  were  in  good  order,  and  contained  an 
adequate  supply  of  excellent  medicine  (including  quinine  and  some  other  of  the  more 
delicate  preparations)  which  had  been  procured  from  the  Messrs.  Harrington,  draggists,  of 
Cork,  at  an  annual  expense  during  the  last  three  years  of  about  60l.  The  druggists  yearly 
bills  are  discharged  by  the  treasurer.  The  drugs  remain  under  lock  and  key,  and  always  in 
charge  either  of  the  medical  attendant  or  of  the  apothecary,  to  whom  it  is  not  permitted  to 
sell  any  part  of  them,  and  they  ai-e  kept  in  an  apartment  sepai-ate  from  those  intended  for 
private  practice.  There  is  a good  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c. ; but  the  supply 
of  surgical  instruments  is  limited  to  a few  small  ones,  wliich,  as  far  as  they  go,  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  chaiity,  but  are  found  to  be  altogether  too  few  in  number.  Leeches  are 
sometimes  made  use  of,  when  circumstances  particularly  demand  their  application.  Their 
frequent  adoption  is  quite  precluded  by  the  high  price  at  which  they  are  sold.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  no  provision  whatever  is  made  for  the  diffusion  of  vaccination  in  this  dispensary. 
Notwithstanding  that  small-pox  has  prevailed  to  a considerable  extent  of  late  years,  the 
medical  attendant  is  not  forbidden  to  inoculate  with  the  matter  of  the  latter  disease ; but  it 
is  a practice  which  he  has  never  either  followed  or  approved  of. 

A very  accurate  register  of  all  applications  for  relief  is  kept  by  the  physician.  It  embraces 
the  name,  residence  and  disease  of  each  applicant,  together  with  its  termination,  and  some 
personal  remarks  in  particular  cases.  Mention  is  also  made  of  the  subscriber  on  whose 
recommendation  each  patient  presents  himself,  and  whenever,  from  any  cause,  assistance  is 
refused,  a special  note  of  the  circumstances  is  entered  in  the  journal;  when  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  were  at  Listowel,  the  usual  number  of  persons  who  were  accustomed  to  be 
relieved  at  the  dispensary  on  a public  day  was  about  60  ; at  the  same  date,  the  number  of 
patients  visited  at  their  own  dwellings  was  30.  It  was  stated  that  within  the  last  three 
years  about  30  lying-in  women  had  been  attended  in  connexion  with  the  charity. 

No  poor  person  is  entitled  to  demand  the  assistance  of  the  institution,  unless  he  has 
provided  himself  with  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber  ; this  condition  is  found  to  operate 
as  an  exclusion  to  many,  as  each  subscriber  is  only  authorized  to  issue  tickets  in  the  pro- 
portion of  20  in  the  year  for  each  gumea  that  he  contributes;  nevertheless  it  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  happens  that  individuals  contrive  to  obtain  both  advice  and  medicine  at  the 
dispensary,  whose  means  would  very  well  enable  them  to  pay  for  it;  the  knowledge  of  this 
fact  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  a regulation,  whereby  it  is  provided  that  no  man 
possessing  three  cows  shall  be  admitted  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  institution. 
The  servjmts  of  subscribers  are  at  all  times  attended  gratuitously,  but  this  privilege  is  not 
extended  to  any  class  of  subscribers. 

All  persons  who  present  themselves  at  the  dispensary  on  the  days  and  hours  indicated  in 
a preceding  part  of  this  evidence  receive  medical  assistance,  under  the  restriction  already 
mentioned.  In  addition  to  this  portion  of  his  duty,  the  medical  attendant  was  formerly 
required  to  attend  at  their  own  houses,  in  whatever  part  of  the  district  they  might  be 
situated,  those  patients  whom  sickness  did  not  allow  to  seek  him  at  the  dispensary.  How- 
ever, after  a time  this  was  found  to  be  impracticable,  from  the  great  extent  of  country 
included,  and  it  is  rrow  left  to  his  own  discretion  to  determine  in  what  instarrees  he  shall 
visit  or  not.  He  states,  that  when  it  is  possible,  he  is  accustomed  to  attend  two  or  three 
times  a day,  when  such  is  necessary,  and  that  he  also  visits  at  night,  when  circumstances 
are  urgent.  He  adds,  that  occasional  attendance  is  nearly  if  not  altogether  useless,  except 
in  diseases  of  a chronic  nature,  where  the  disorder  is  of  an  acute  character,  it  becomes 
indispensable  that  the  patient  should  be  seen  by  his  physician  at  least  once  a day.  The 
Assistant  Commissioners  inspected  the  prescription  book,  and  with  refer’ence  to  its  entries, 
they  were  informed  that  no  other  remedies  were  ever  prepared  or  compounded  with  the 
medicines  belonging  to  the  dispensary  than  those  ordered  by  the  medical  attendant.  That 
gentleman  is  not  bound  to  give  his  gratuitous  aid  to  lying-in  women,  except  in  cases  of 
difficulty;  they  are  usually  attended  by  midwives,  who  possess  very  few  qualifications  for 
what  they  undertake,  and  it  is  stated,  that  a large  number  of  the  instances  in  which  the 
physician  is  ultimately  called  in,  have  become  complicated,  from  their  mismanagement  and 
want  of  skill. 

A managing  committee  has  been  appointed  to  attend  to  thedetails  of  the  establishment.  They 
are  directed  to  assemble  every  month  for  the  despatch  of  business ; minutes  of  their  proceedings 
have  always  been  kept.  They  do  not  appear  to  have  performed  their  duties  with  any  regu- 
larity. The  grand  jury  have  never  appointed  a board  of  superintendence,  but  some  of  the 
governors  (and  more  especially  the  treasurer)  are  in  the  habit  of  paying  occasional  attention 
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to  the  affairs  of  the  charity,  independent  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee,  which  seldom 
occur  unless  the  members  of  it  be  specially  summoned. 

The*  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officer.  He  acts  without  any  remuneration  for  his 
services,  and  has  not  been  required  to  give  any  security.  It  is  stated  that  religious  dis- 
tinctions do  not  influence  the  election  of  this  officer. 

Reports  are  annually  prepared  to  show  the  circumstances  of  the  institution.  These  are 
not  usually  printed,  but  copies  of  them  are  laid  before  the  members  of  the  grand  juiy  and 
the  subscribers. 

The  resources  of  this  charity  are  derived  in  paid  from  the  county,  and  partly  from  the 
subscriptions  of  individuals,  of  whom  one  annually  contributes  20  i.  to  its  funds.  On  the 
continuance  of  this  gift  the  existence  of  the  dispensary  is  chiefly  dependent,  as  the  grand 
jury  presentments  bear  always  a certain  proportion  to  the  amount  received  in  subscriptions  • 
the  entire  receipts  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — ’ 


Grand  Jury  Presentments  - 
Annual  Subscriptions 


1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

93  16  - 

66  - - 

97  - - 

- 

93  16  - 

128  12  - . 

97  - - 

£. 

187  12  - 

193  12  - 

'l94  - - 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain,  until  wanted,  in  his  hands. 

The  expenditure  in  the  year  1833  had  amounted  to  214Z.  15s.  2d.  In  the  present  year 
(1834)  it  has  exceeded  tlie  income  by  18 1.,  which  sum  has  been  advanced  by  the  treasurer 
through  whose  hands  all  bills  are  paid,  after  they  have  been  examined  by  the  committee. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

John  Hewson,.  esq. ; and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Miltown  dispensaiy  is  situated  at  a distance  of  about  13  miles  from  Killaraey,  and 
at  not  much  more  than  half  that  distance  from  Tralee,  to  which  however  the  road  is  difficult 
and  leads  across  a ridge  of  mountains.  In  both  of  the  last-mentioned  places  there  are  insti- 
tutions for  the  affording  medical  relief  to  the  poor,  but  neither  of  them  are  within  the  bounds 
of  the  dispensary  at  present  under  consideration,  which  extends  in  some  directions  to  nearly 
14  miles,  and  embraces  a population  of  nearly  10,000  souls.  The  sources  of  professional 
assistance  are  without  doubt  too  few  in  tliis  part  of  the  country  generally,  and  altliough 
extern  aid  in  advice  and  medicine  has,  at  all  times,  been  freely  granted  to  patients  provided 
with  the  necessary  recommendation,  yet  on  several  occasions,  the  want  of  hospital  accom- 
modation has  been  severely  felt,  and  has  been  attended  with  no  little  injury  to  the  poor  in 
general.  It  would  be  desirable  to  remove  this  defect,  by  the  establishment  of  small  infir- 
maries, in  connexion  with  well  defined  and  moderate  districts.  The  Assistant  Commissioners 
cannot  however  avoid  remarking,  that  other  portions  of  the  county  suffer  under  the  want 
in  question,  to  a degree  exceeding  the  inconvenience  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Miltown.  The  latter  can,  in  some  measure,  avail  themselves  of  the  establishments  which 
exist  at  Killamey  and  at  Tralee,  and  also  of  .the  excellent  hospital  which  has,  within  a short 
period,  been  erected  in  the  town  of  Cahirciveen. 

The  dispensary  is  carried  on  in  a tolerable  sized  room,  attached  to  the  residence  of  the 
medical  attendant,  of  which,  in  fact,  it,  together  with  an  apartment  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  of  a waiting  room,  forms  a pai’t.  The  house  is  but  one  story  m height,  con- 
structed of  stone  and  mortar ; neither  baths  or  any  garden  or  grounds  are  attached  to  the 
premises. 

The  medical  officer  of  the  institution  holds  no  other  appointment.  He  was  selected  at  the  . 
formation  of  the  charity  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  and  discharges  the  duties  of  general 
medical  attendant.  He  is  a master  apothecary,  and  is  at  present  40  years  of  age.  He 
resides  in  the  institution,  and  is  required  to  receive  and  provide  for  the  sick  poor  on'  every 
day  in  the  week.  He  has  no  assistant  in  the  dispensing  of  medicine,  or  to  -take  his  place 
during  his  occasional  absence.  However,  it  is  stated,  that  he  has  never  performed  his 
duties  by  proxy,  and  that  if  it  were  necessary  for  him  to  quit  his  post,  he  would  be  required 
to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  the  members  of  the  committee. 

The  salary  allowed  to  the  medical  attendant  is  30  Z.  a year.  He  does  not  receive  any 
thing  towards  providing  himself  with  a residence,  or  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  a 
mode  of  conveyance.  There  is  but  little  reason  for  supposing  that  any  disposition  can  exist 
on  the  part  of  the  managers  of  this  charity  to  grant  to  their  medical  officer  a rate  of  remu- 
neration beyond  what  may  be  considered  just  and  adequate,  but,  it  is  stated,  that  no  authority 
exists  capable  of  preventing  them  from  so  doing,  were  they  inclined.  The  grand  juiy  have 
it  in  their  power  to  refuse  their  usual  yearly  presentment ; but  such  a step  would  in  all 
probabibty  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of  the  institution. 

It  has  been  already  intimated  that  the  election  of  the  medical  attendant  is  vested  in  the 
general  body  of  the  amiual  subscribers.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  election  an  advertise- 
ment was  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  in-viting  candidates  to  appeal-.  No  limitation  was 
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annouiiced  as  to  the  age  of  the  competitors,  and  the  only  qualifications  which  they  wei-e 
called  upon  to  produce  was  that  of  having  attained  the  rank  of  a master  apothecary. 
Nevertheless,  on  the  day  of  election  only  one  candidate  presented  himself.  None  were 
permitted  to  tender  their  votes,  except  those  subscribers  who  had  cornplied  with  the  requisite 
conditions,  but  neither  notice  of  the  appointment  or  statement  of  testimonials  was  submitted 
to  the  grand  jury.  The  institution  does  not  profess  to  grant  either  superannuation  or 
retirino-  allowances  to  its  officers.  The  neighbourhood  of  Miltown  contains  very  few  resi- 
dents in  independent  circumstances,  and  holds  out  no  temptation  to  a practitioner  to  make 
it  his  residence,  without  having  a fixed  salary  from  a public  establishment  to  depend  on.  It 
contains  no  other  medical  man  than  the  medical  attendant  of  the  dispensary,  who  also  dis- 
chaiges  tlie  functions  of  postmaster  in  the  town ; with  respect  to  the  securities  possessed  by 
the  poor  of  the  district  against  neglect  or  harshness  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant,  it 
is  stated  that  “ they  are  well  aware  that  any  one  who  feels  himself  aggrieved,  can  at  all 
times  easily  obtain  redress  by  lodging  his  complaint  with  one  of  the  subscribers.  There  is 
not,  however,  any  reason  for  supposmg  that  the  attendant  does  not  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  the  generality  of  the  people  for  whose  benefit  he  has  been  selected. 

Tlje  Assistant  Commissioners  found  the  dispensary  room  arranged  with  much  neatness. 
Its  appointments  were  all  good,  and  it  contained  an  abundant  supply  of  all  the  necessary 
medicines,  including  quinine,  morphia,  and  some  other  of  the  more  delicate  preparations. 
It  was  stated  that  the  several  articles  were  purchased  by  the  treasurer  direct  from  the 
Messrs-:  Harrington  and  Company,  druggists  in  Cork,  and  that  the  medical  attendant  was 
not  permitted  to  sell  any  of  them ; they  were  always  under  his  care,  and  were  kept  distinct 
from  those  of  which  he  made  use  in  his  private  practice.  There  is  a'very  good  apparatus 
for  preparing  decoctions,  and  for  other  pharmaceutical  operations.  Leeches  are  procured 
when  circumstances  require  them,  but  there  are  not  any  surgical  instruments  belonging  to 
the  institution.  It  is  provided  tliat  the  physician  shall  ffimish  vaccine  matter  gratuitously 
to  the  poor  of  the  neighbourhood,  as  far  as  he  may  be  able ; and  though  he  is  not  prevented 
from  using  inoculation,  yet  he  has  never  done  so.  He  states,  that  “ he  considers  vaccination 
as  decidedly  preventive  of  small-pox,  and  that  the  public  generally  manifest  an  increasing 
confidence  m the  utility  of  the  practice.”  Smail-pox  has  not,  of  late  years,  been  very  fre- 
quent in  any  part  of  the  district. 

No  operations  of  moment  had  been  performed  for  a period  of  three  years,  and  during  that 
time  no  case  of  midwifery  had  been  attended  in  connexion  with  the  dispensary. 

A resoliition  of  the  governors  directs  that  rehef  shall  not  be  afforded  to  any  applicant, 
unless  he  have  provided  himself  with  a recommendation  from  a subscriber ; the  servants  of 
subscribers  are  entitled  to  the  services  of  the  medical  attendant,  if  they  comply  with  this 
condition,  which  is  not,  however,  in  general  enforced  with  much  strictness.  At  any  rate  it 
does  not  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  poor  when  standing  in  need  of  assistance,  as 
each  subscriber  is  authorized  to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of  recommendatory  orders  in  his 
own  name.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  individual,  from  not  being  known  to  the 
subscribers,  has  been  debarred  from  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
witnesses,  are  never  shared  except  by  those  whose  circumstances  justly  render  them  deserving 
of  gratuitous  rehef. 

If  a patient  possessing  a proper  recommendation  be  not  able  to  present  himself  at  the 
dispensary  on  one  of  the  public  days,  the  physician  is  not  bound  to  visit  liim  at  his  own 
dwelling.  He  is,  however,  bound  to  give  attendance  in  the  night  if  required.  Lying-in 
women  are  not  attended  from  the  institution.  They  are  obliged  to  make  use  of  the  sources 
of  ordinary  midwives,  who  are  represented  as  being,  generally,  extremely  ignorant.  No 
provision  whatever  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  fractures  and  other  accidents.  It  is  re- 
marked by  the  medical  attendant,  that  “ although  he  is  not  bound  to  visit  the  poor  at  their 
OTO  houses,  yet  he  considers  that  in  all  cases  of  acute  diseases  they  should  be  seen  at  least 
once  a day  by  a physician,  occasional  attendance  being  of  little  if  any  use,  except  when 
the  disorder  partakes  of  a chronic  chai’acter.”  The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  not  able 
to  form  an  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  remedies  adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  attending 
physician.  He  was  not  accustomed  to  keep  a prescription  book,  as  he  made  up  each 
patient’s  medicine  at  the  tune  of  prescribing  it.  It  was  stated  that,  if  the  poor  possessed 
tile  remedies  of  any  other  authorized  practitioner,  that  they  would  be  compounded  for  them 
gratuitously  at  the  institution. 

The  dispensary  does  not  supply  the  sick  poor  with  any  thing  beyond  advice  and 
medicine ; neither  does  it,  nor  any  other  charity  in  the  district,  furnish,  them  any  article  of 
nourishment,  clothing  or  fuel. 

I’he  supreme  authority  over  all  the  affairs  of  the  institution  resides  in  the  subscribers, 
who  amount  in  number  to  about  33  ; however  there  is  no  instance  of  their  having  assembled 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  they  would  appear  to  have  relinquished  the  manage- 
ment of  the  establisliment,  in  all  its  particulars,  to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant, 
although  that  gentleman  has  not,  either  ex  officio  or  by  subscription,  a claim  to  the 
authority  of  a governor. 

. No  managing  committee  has  ever  been  appointed,  nor  is  there  any  board  of  super- 
intendence, nor  even  a visiting  governor  to  supply  the  defect  of  a more  numerous  and 
legitimate  direction. 

The  present  acting  treasurer,  who  is  the  only  non-medical  officer,  has  held  his  situation  for  a 
considerable  time ; he  has  continued  to  act  since  the  period  of  his  original  appointment  without 
^y  renewal  of  his  election,  which  took  place  by  open  voting,  and  without  any  reference  to 
Ills  religious  persuasion  ; he  receives  no  remuneration  for  iiis  services,  and  has  never  been 
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called  upon  to  give  any  security ; however,  he  is  obhged  to  present  his  accounts  to  the  grand 
jury  at  the  termination  of  each  year. 

No  report  of  the  state  and  affairs  of  the  charity  has  been  ever  prepared.  The  witnesses 
were  requested  to  give  their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  organizing  a permanent  board 
of  health,  to  consist  of  the  clergy,  medical  men  and  the  gentry ; . they  stated  such  an 
establishment  would  be  productive  of  very  extensive  utility,  and  that  a large  number  of 
individuals  could  very  easily  be  found  both  qualified  and  willing  to  enter  into  measures 
having  for  their  object  the  investigation  or  improvement  of  the  general  condition  of  the 
poor  of  the  district. 

The  income  of  the  charity  amounts  to  about  60  Z.  a year,  which  is  made  up  partly  by 
aTiriiial  subscriptions  and  partly  by  the  presentment  allowed  by  the  grand  jury ; it  possesses 
no  permanent  property,  but,  however,  its  existence  is  considered  to  be  pretty  well  secured, 
as  R does  not  depend  on  the  contribution  of  any  one  individual ; none  of  the  poorer  classes 
are  to  be  found  among  the  subscribers. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

The  annual  expenditure  is  usually  fully  equal  to  the  receipts,  and  consists  chiefly  of 
salary  to  physician  and  medicine  ; the  payment  of  bills  rests  entirely  with  the  treasurer. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  at  the  termination  of  each  year,  but  as  they  are  only  pre- 
sented to  the  grand  jury  and  not  printed  for  circulation  among  the  subscribers,  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  were  not  able  to  procure  a copy. 
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The  district  of  the  Tarbert  dispensary  contains  a population  of  about  7,000  souls,  and 
extends  in  some  directions  to  a distance  of  five  miles.  It  is  judiciously  placed  with  respect 
to  the  county  for  the  benefit  of  which  it  has  been  established;  and  there  has_ never  been 
occasion  to  refuse  relief  to  any  applicant.  There  are  similar  medical  charities  at  Glyn 
(county  of  Limerick)  and  at  Ballylongford,  both  of  which  places  are  less  than  six  miles  off. 
The  dispensary  under  consideration  professes  to  give  only  external  assistance ; it  possesses 
no  internal  or  hospital  accommodation  for  the  sick ; and  the  witnesses  state,  that  “ no  evil 
has  arisen  from  the  defect,  and  that  the  district  does  not  stand  in  need  of  any  change.” 

The  dispensary  accommodation  is  exceedingly  good,  the  room  appropriated  to  that 
purpose  in  the  house  of  the  medical  attendant  is  large  and  neatly  kept,  and  that  gentleman 
is  allowed  5^.  per  annum  for  the  use  of  it.  So  far  as  the  dispensary  goes  there  is  no  fault 
to  find. 

The  medical  attendant  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  a general  meeting,  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1828,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  institution.  He  is  at  present  31 
years  of  age,  but  is  not  in  possession  of  any  degree  or  license  whatsoever,  whether  as 
surgeon,  physician  or  apothecary,  neither  has  he  ever  received  any  instructions  in  midwifery 
previous  to  his  election  ; he  had  been  in  straitened  ciicumstances,  which  prevented  him 
from  practising  his  profession.  He  resides  at  the  institution,  and  acts  as  general  medical 
attendant.  On  two  fixed  days  in  each  week,  viz.,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  he  is  required  to 
receive  and  prescribe  for  the  poor  at  the  , dispensary,  and  on  the  intermediate  days  he  is 
occupied  in  visiting  the  patients  at  their  own  dwellings.  He  is  not  attached  to  any  other 
institution,  and  his  regularity  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  present  is  insured  by 
the  facility  with  which,  it  is  stated,  that  any  of  the  poor  who  have  just  reason  to  complain 
of  harshness  or  neglect,  on  his  part,  can  obtain  redress  by  appeahng  to  one  of  the  sub- 
scribers ; who  would  summon  a meeting  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  accusation.  It 
is  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  supposing  fliat  the  medical  attendant 
is  not  in  full  possession  of  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  people. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  40  Z.  per  annum. 

At  the  origin  of  the  charity,  an  advertisement  was  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  inviting 
candidates  to  present  themselves  for  the  situation  of  medical  attendant.  _ However,  the 
person  who  at  present  fills  that  situation  alone  appeared  on  the  day  of  election,  and  he  was 
appointed  by  the  votes  of  such  of  the  subscribers  as  had  contributed  to  the  amount  of  1 Z.  Is. 
No  qualifications  whether  as  to  age  or  education  were  called  for,  an  omission  which  points 
clearly  to  the  necessity  of  investing  in  some  superior  authority  an  unconditional  veto  on 
all  appointments,  as  the  only  certain  means  of  preventing  improper  selections.  The  grand 
jury  were  not  consulted  in  any  step  of  the  proceedings.  There  is  no  medical  practitioner 
residing  nearer  to  Tarbert  tban  at  Listowel,  in  the  same  county ; and  it  is  thought  that  this 
neighbourhood  would  be  left  wholly  without  professional  aid,  were  it  not  for  the  inducement 
oflfered  by  the  salary  derivable  from  the  dispensary,  which  in  some  degree  compensated  for 
the  small  number  of  individuals  who  are  capable  of  remunerating  a physician  for  his 
services.  It  is  stated  that  the  subscribers  would  not  grant  any  pension  to  an  officer  m case 
of  his  being  superannuated,  or  of  his  retiring. 

The  room  for  dispensing  medicine  presented  an  appearance  of  tolerable  neatness.  Ihe 
medicines  were  good,  but  the  supply  was  limited  to  those  of  an  ordinary  description,  there 
being  neither  quinine  nor  morphia  nor  any  of  the  more  delicate  preparations,  a want  which 
the  witnesses  attributed  to  the  low  state  of  the  funds  of  the  charity.  All  the  medicines 
that  are  required  are  purchased  by  tlie  treasurer  from  the  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  di-uggist^ 

0 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 


193 


Appendix  (B.) 


•ii  Dublin  and,  on  arrival,  are  consigned  to  the  care  of  the  medical  attendant,  who,  though 
^ ot  permitted  to  sell  any  part  of  them,  is  nevertheless  accustomed  to  keep  them  in  the  same 
apa^ent  with  the  medicines  which  he  makes  use  of  in  his  private  practice.  The  cost  of 
drugs  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  has  been  as  follows : 


£.  s.  d. 

IgSl  - - - - I-  - - - -11  13  9 

1832  - - - - 17  12  2 

1833  - -------  22  17  3J 


There  are  not  any  surgical  instruments  worth  mentioning,  and  leeches  are  rarely  if  ever 
employed.  With  respect  to  vaccination,  no  rule  exists  enjoining  the  gratuitous  performance 
of  it  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant ; but  he  is  in  the  habit  of  vaccinating  all  the 
children  who  are  presented  to  him  for  the  purpose,  never  adopting  inoculation  by  small-pox, 
though  not  forbidden  to  do  so.  The  disease  of  small-pox  prevailed  throughout  the  district 
to  a considerable  extent  about  two  yeai-s  previous  to  the  date  of  this  evidence ; but  since 
that  period  it  has  not  manifested  itself.  The  medical  attendant  states  that  ‘‘  he  considers 
vaccination  as  being  very  decidedly  efficacious  in  the  prevention  of  small-pox and  he 
adds  that  “ the  practice  of  it  is  gradually  diffusing  itself  among  the  people.” 

A register  is  kept  with  great  correctness  of  the  extent  to  which  relief  is  granted  in  con- 
nexion with  the  institution.  Particulars  are  stated  of  all  the  cases  in  which  application 
has  been  made  for  assistance,  how  they  have  been  disposed  of,  and  what  has  been  the 
result  of  the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  in  each  instance.  During  the  years  between  1830 
and  1833,  1,498  persons  were  supplied  with  medicine  at  the  dispensary;  and  witliin  the 
same  intervd,  the  number  of  patients  who  were  visited  at  their  own  dwellings  amounted  to 
828.  At  the  time  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  chaiity,  there  were  on  the  books 
of  the  former  class,  30;  and  of  the  latter,  10.  No  operation  of  any  importance  had 
taken  place  for  three  years,  nor  are  midwifery  cases  at  all  attended. 

Every  subscriber  has  the  privilege  of  issuing,  in  his  own  name,  an  unlimited  number  of 
recominendations,  entitling  the  bearers  to  obtam  relief  from  the  dispensary.  The  lower 
class  of  domestic  servants  are  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of  their  tickets,  which  it  is 
stated  can  be  procured  without  any  difficulty  by  ail  classes  of  the  poor.  They  are  not, 
however,  issued,  except  to  those  who,  from  their  poverty,  are  considered  to  be  fit  objects  for 
gratuitous  medical  aid.  In  no  case  does  the  institution  furnish  either  advice  or  medicine  to 
any  of  the  subscribers. 

The  medical  officer  may  be  called  on  to  visit  at  their  houses  (provided  they  may  be  not 
more  than  five  miles  distant)  those  patients  who  are  incapacitated  from  presenting  them- 
selves at  the  dispensary.  He  is  bound  to  attend  them  as  often,  either  by  day  or  night,  as 
may  be  required.  He  observes  himself,  that  “ he  considers  that  a patient  labouring  under 
an  acute  disease  should  be  visited  at  least  once  a day,  and  in  some  instances  oftener : 
occasional  attendance  being  in  truth  of  no  service  except  in  chronic  diseases.”  He  cannot 
be  called  to  attend  lying-in  women,  except  in  his  capacity  as  a private  practitioner.  The 
poor  have  no  other  assistance  in  their  confinement  than  that  afforded  by  common  midwives, 
who  are  very  seldom  qualified  either  by  education  or  skill  for  their  employment.  No  other 
prescriptions  are  compounded  at  the  institution  than  those  of  the  medical  attendant. 

The  dispensary  does  not  furnish  any  thing  to  the  sick  poor  beyond  advice  and  medicine, 
nor  is  there  any  charity  in  any  part  of  the  district  whence  they  can  procure  articles  of  nou- 
rishment or  of  clothing. 

The  management  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  dispensary  is  vested  in  the  annual 
subscribers,  of  whom  there  are  about  twenty-three.  They  are  not  accustomed  to  hold  any 
regular  or  fixed  meeting ; but  as  many  as  assemble  on  each  occasion  are  empowered  to 
transact  whatever  business  may  be  laid  before  them.  Voting  by  proxy  is  not  permitted  at 
these  meetings,  of  the  proceedings  at  which  no  register  has  been  kept.  The  surgeon  is 
not  a governor,  nor  is  he  allowed  to  have  any  material  participation  in  the  general  ma- 
nagement. 

A certain  number  of  the  subscribers  have  been  appointed  to  act  as  a managing  committee, 
but  as  they  have  never  acted,  the  body  can  be  said  to  exist  only  in  n?«aie.  There  is  no  board 
of  superintendence,  nor  any  visiting  governors. 

There  are  two  non-medical  officers,  viz.,  the  secretary  and  the  treasurer.  Both  these  gen- 
tlemen were  elected  a considerable  time  back,  aird  have  continued  to  render  their  services 
without  remuneration,  and  without  any  renewal  of  their  appointment.  The  latter  officer  does 
not  give  any  security,  but  he  presents  his  accounts  at  the  termination  of  each  year  both  to  the 
subscribers  and  to  the  members  of  the  grand  jury.  The  two  gentlemen  were  selected  by  open 
voting,  and  without  any  reference  to  their  religious  tenets. 

There  are  not  any  fixed  rules  for  the  government  of  the  establishment,  or  for  the  guidance 
of  its  officers.  In  this  particular  there  is  much  that  requires  alteration  and  amendment,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  much  injury  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  a uniform  system  of 
management. 

_ Once  every  year  a report  relating  to  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  relief  afforded  _ by  the 
dispensary  is  prepared  for  the  governors  and  submitted  to  the  grand  jury.  The  witnesses 
coincide  in  describing  the  benefits  which  might  be  expected  from  the  formation  of  a perma- 
nent board  of  health  in  tins  district.  The  neighbourhood  contains  many  individuals  among 
the  gentry,  clergy  and  middling  class  of  farmers,  who  would  be  found  willing,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  qualified  to  take  a part  in  any  investigation  into  the  wants  and  condition  of  the 
poor. 
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Dispensaries. 

Munster. 
County  Kerry 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Eoiiey,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett.esq.,  m.d. 


The  income  of  the  dispensary  is  derived  partly  from  annual  subscriptions  and  partly  from 
presentments,  passed  by  the  grand  jury.  The  amount  received  under  the  former  head 


was  m — 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - - - - 27  6- 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - - 32  11  - 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - - 36  10  - 


Tarbert  Dispensary. 


Collection  and 

Custody. 

Expenditure. 


No  contributions  were  obtained  from  the  poorer  classes,  and  a very  considerable  proportion 
of  the  whole  was,  given  by  one  or  two  individuals,  on  the  continuance  of  whose  bounty  the 
existence  of  the  charity  mamly  depends.  As  there  is  no  fixed  property  of  any  kind,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  a support  of  this  nature  is  extremely  precarious. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  at  all  times  in  his  hands. 

The  chief  items  of  expenditure  are  salary,  medicine  and  I'ent.  The  expenses  during  each 
of  the  last  three  years  were  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  67  97 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - - 63  15  8 

1833  -----  ------  71  11  11 


The  payment  of  bills  is  intrusted  to  the  disci-etion  of  the  treasurer. 


' Of  this  dispensary  but  little  need  be  said,  it  being  evident  from  the  present  system,  or 

Tralee  Dispensary,  rather  want  of  system,  that  it  cannot  effect  any  really  useful  purposes. 

' It  is  held  in  a dirty  back  street  in  a house,  two  stories  high,  and  very  much  out  of  repair; 
the  shabby  and  dilapidated  appearance  of  which  bespoke  forcibly  the  tottering  condition  of 
the  institution. 

The  prescribing-room  is  above  stairs,  the  dispensary-room  on  the  ground-floor,  and  the 
patients’  waiting-room  is  the  entrance  passage.  The  pharmacy  is  allowed  to  be  dirty,  and 
slovenly  kept ; the  stock  of  medicines  scanty,  ill  assorted,  and  of  the  commonest  kind  only. 
The  chief  commodity  is  a large  tub  of  salts,  which  is  set  up  conspicuously  facing  the  en- 
trance. For  tire  house  (bad  as  it  is)  the  rent  of  12 1.  per  annum  is  paid. 

The  physicians  of  the  town,  about  six  in  number,  undertake  to  attend  in  rotation  on  two 
fixed  days  during  the  week.  Tiiey  receive  no  salaiy.  The  only  salaried  officer  is  the 
apothecary,  who  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  from  1 5 Z.  to  20 1.  a year. 

Midwifery  cases  are  not  attended  to,  nor  are  patients  visited  at  their  own  dwellings. 

The  very  limited — ^the  yery  questionable  use  of  this  dispensary  is  certainly  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  low  state  of  its  funds,  which  do  not  allow  of  compensating  the  medical  attendants,  and 
putting  the  institution  on  an  efficient  footing. 

The  subscriptions  amount  to  a few  pounds  yearly.  But  it  is  not  to  the  support  of  the  dis- 
pensary alone  ; it  should  be  remarked,  that  the  local  gentry  are  averse  to  contributing. 

There  is  not  a single  annual  subscription  for  either  the  county  infirmary  or  for  the  fever 
hospital.  The  whole  expense  is  defrayed  by  the  county,  which  is  heavily  taxed  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  institutions,  although  the  benefits  which  they  confer  caimot  be 
participated  in  by  those  who  live  at  any  great  distance  from  them.  This  must  be  especially 
the  case  in  a country  intersected  by  mountainous  ridges,  which  render  intercourse  to  any  ex- 
tent quite  impracticable. 

According  to  returns  the  whole  of  the  funds  for  the  last  three  years  amounted  to  245  1. 15s. 
being  raised  half  by  subscription  and  half  by  grand  jury  presentment. 

By  the  account  which  we  have  received  from  the  treasurer,  the  expenditure  for  the  last 
three  years  was  187 Z.  2s.  Off.,  leaving  a difference  of  58f.  12s.  3d.  for  fuel,  &c.,  and  keeping 
the  dispensary  in  a proper  state  and  order,  which  has  not  been  done.  There  being  no  com- 
mittee, whatever  blame  may  be  due  for  such  neglect  must  rest  with  the  treasurer,  chiefly  if 
not  exclusively,  as  to  one  to  whom  the  entire  management  of  the  chai-ity  is  given. 


Valentia 

Dispensary. 


Persons  who  oMended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Francis  Chute,  treasurer. — David  Fiteoerald,  esq. — Rev.  Edward  Fitzgerald,  p.  i’.— 
Peter  Fitzgerald,  esq. — Rev.  Thomas  Magin,  p.p.;  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 


^ , , The  Valentia  dispensary  is  intended  solely  for  the  island  of  that  name,  of  which  the  point 

opu  a ^ most  remote  from  the  institution  is  about  six  miles  distant.  The  population  of  the  island 

.X  en  o oun  rj.  between  2,000  and  3,000  souls.  There  is  no  other  medical  charity  on  it;  but, 

on  the  mainland,  at  Cahirciveen,  about  four  miles  off,  there  is  a dispensary.  The  establish- 
ment at  Valentia  is  considered  to  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  district  which  is 
attached  to  it,  at  least  so  far  as  external  relief.  There  is  no  hospital  accommodation  con- 
nected with  it ; and  though  no  very  great  evil  has  hitherto  resulted  from  the  defect,  yet,  as 
cases  are  of  continual  occurrence,  which  cannot  be  properly  treated  otherwise  than  by  being 
under  the  constant  inspection  of  the  medical  attendant,  it  is  thought  by  the  witnesses,  that 
unquestionable  benefit  would  arise  from  the  formation  of  a small  local  infirmary  fitted  up  for 
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the  reception  of  patients  labouring  under  fever,  and  also  containing  a few  beds  for  the  treat- 
ment of  accidents  and  other  surgical  cases. 

A small  room  attached  to  the  court-house  is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  3 1.  for  the  purposes 
of  the  dispensary.  It  is  well  placed,  convenient,  and  neatly  kept.  It  answers  its  design 
sufficiently  well,  except  that  it  has  neither  outbuilding  nor  any  provision  for  administering 
baths. 

The  medical  attendant,  about  33  years  of  age,  is  a master  of  arts  and  a bachelor  of  medi- 
cine in  the  university  of  Dublin,  and  had  been  an  apprentice  to  a surgeon  residing  in  that 
city.  On  the  occurrence  of  a vacancy  in  the  month  ot  December  last,  he  was  elected  without 
opposition  to  liis  present  situation  on  the  recommendation  of  the  treasurer.  Previous  to  that 
period  he  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  acting  for  the  surgeon  of  the  Roscommon  Infirmary.  He 
discharges  the  duties  of  physician,  surgeon  and  apotliecary,  and  holds  no  otlier  appointment. 
He  is  permitted  to  engage  in  practice  on  his  own  account,  and  having  no  apprentice  or 
assistant,  it  forms  part  of  his  duties  to  dispense  medicine  to  the  poor  in  person.  He  is 
required  to  give  attendance  at  the  dispensary  every  day  until  12  o’clock,  and  to  prescribe  for 
all  the  patients  who  make  application  before  that  hour.  On  one  occasion  during  his  absence 
in  London,  he  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  committee  to  the  performance  of  his  duties  by  an 
approved  substitute.  But  from  the  circumstance  that  his  predecessor  was  dismissed  solely 
for  neglect  of  duty,  it  is  very  clear  that  no  prolonged  irregularity  or  want  of  attention 
would  be  suffered  to  take  place.  It  is  further  stated,  that  the  poor  have  it  at  all  times  in 
their  power  to  obtain  redress  for  any  harshness  manifested  towards  them,  by  laying-  their 
complaints  before  one  of  the  subscribers.  The  medical  officer  was  not  retained  long  after  he 
had  ceased  to  possess  the  general  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  people. 

A salary  of  30/.  per  annum  is  paid  to  the  physician,  without  any  allowance  for  a residence 
or  towards  the  expense  of  a horse.  By  the  late  Grand  Jury  Act,  all  presentments  on  account 
of  dispensaries  must  have  been  approved  of  at  a special  sessions  before  they  can  receive  the 
final  sanction  of  the  grand  jury.  In  this  manner  the  last  named  body  are  fully  adequate  to 
the  preventing  any  improper  expenditure  in  the  payment  of  medical  attendants.  If  they 
suspect  any  collusion  between  the  subscribers  and  the  surgeon  of  a dispensary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  more  money  from  the  county  than  is  justified  by  the  amount  of  hona  fide 
subscriptions,  they  at  once  check  it,  either  by  altogether  withholding  their  fiat  from  the  pre- 
sentment, or  else  by  curtailing  it  to  its  just  proportions.  The  witnesses  conceive  that,  on 
these  points,  there  exists  a very  sufficient  and  watchful  control. 

The  election  of  the  medical  attendant  resides  with  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  yearly 
and  upwards.  Appointments  are  made  without  any  reference  to,  or  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  grand  jury.  When  the  last  vacancy  took  place,  under  the  circumstances  already 
adverted  to,  public  notice  by  advertisement  was  not  given  of  the  intention  to  fill  it  up.  It 
was  considered  that  enough  of  publicity  was  secured  by  the  several  gentlemen  who  men- 
tioned the  matter  in  large  towns.  Candidates  were,  without  limitation  as  to  age,  required 
to  bring  forward  testimonials  of  having  obtained  a regular  degree,  and  on  the  day  of 
election  three  gentlemen, presented  themselves  to  the  subscribers.  No  death  has  ever  taken 
place  among  Hie  medical  gentlemen  attached  to  the  charity,  and  there  are  not  any  regu- 
lations with  respect  to  the  allowance  of  superannuation  or  retiring  pensions.  It  is  stated  by 
the  witnesses  that,  were  it  not  for  the  emoluments  derived  from  the  dispensary,  the  poor  of 
the  Island  of  Valentia  would,  in  all  probability,  be  left  wholly  without  medical  assistance ; 
the  number  of  persons  residing  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  who  are  in  circumstances 
to  pay  for  professional  attendance  is  very  small,  and  could  never  support  a medical  man, 
independent  of ' a public  salary. 

The  room  in  which  medicines  are  dispensed  is  kept  in  a clean  and  orderly  manner.  The 
medicines  were  found  to  be  of  a good  quality,  and  every  thing  usually  found  requisite  in 
practice  had  been  provided,  with  the  exception  of  quinine  and  morphia.  It  was  stated  that 
the  drugs  were  supplied  by  a London  establishment  at  an  average  cost  during  each  of  the 
last  three  years  of  about  18/.  However,  during  the  year  that  just  elapsed  the  cost  did  not 
exceed  10/.,  and  this  very  considerable  saving  was  attributed  by  the  witnesses  to  the 
judicious  economy  of  the  medical  attendant,  under  whose  care  the  enthe  stock  is  placed, 
and  is  kept  carefully  locked  up.  In  consequence  of  the  inconvenience  experienced  in 
obtaining  medicine  from  the  main  land,  the  committee  have  adopted  a regulation,  whereby 
the  physician  is  allowed  to  sell  medicine  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  on  which  there  is 
not  an  apothecary’s  shop.  He  writes  his  prescription,  and  the  preparation  is  sold  at  the 
ordinary  price,  the  money  being  always  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  institution.  There  are 
not  any  surgical  instruments,  and  it  is  stated  that  leeches  are  never  made  use  of  in  the 
practice  of  the  dispensary.  Up  to  the  present  time  measures  have  not  been  adopted  for  the 
diffusion  of  vaccination,  and  the  medical  attendant  has  been  at  liberty  to  inoculate  with 
the  matter  of  small-pox.  This,  however,  he  has  never  done,  and  the  disease  has  not 
occurred  in  the  island  since  the  period  of  his  appointment.  Recently  it  has  been  in  con- 
templation to  afford  to  the  poor  the  means  of  having  their  children  gratuitously  vaccinated, 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  people  in  general  are  di^osed  to  place  much  confidence  in  the 
practice,  as  preventive  of  small-pox.  The  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant  is  very  strongly 
in  favour  of  its  efficacy. 

A very  excellent  and  comprehensive  register  of  patients  relieved  has  been  kept  by  the 
physician ; but  owing  to  the  recent  date  of  his  appointment,  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
were  not  able  to  procure  any  details  of  the  number  of  persons  win?  had  availed  themselves 
of  the  aid  of  the  charity  during  the  years  immediately  previous  to  their  inspection.  They 
were,  however,  informed,  that  no  instance  had  occurred  of  a person  unable  to  pay  for  aid 
being  refused  it,  and  it  was  stated  that  in  general,  the  number  of  applicants  for  attendance 
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at  their  own  dwellings,  was  far  greater  during  the  winter  months  than  during  the  summer. 
No  operation  of  any  importance  had  taken  place  for  some  time. 

Neither  advice  nor  medicine  is  granted  in  connexion  with  the  dispensary,  except  to  those 
who  have  provided  themselves  with  the  recommendation  of  a pvemor  or  subscriber.  Tiiis 
condition  does  not,  however,  throw  any  practical  difficulty  in  the  way  of  obtaining  relief,  as 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  recommendatory  orders  which  may  be  issued  by  each 
subscriber,  in  his  own  name.  It  is  said  that,  should  even  a poor  person  be  not  known  to 
or  not  liked  by  the  subscribers,  still  there  is  no  danger  of  his  being  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  county  subscription.  Some  of  the  poorer  subscribers,  those,  for  instance, 
who  contribute  only  105.  a year,  are  entitled  to  demand  gratuitous  relief,  but  with  this 
exception,  there  are  much  fewer  instances  of  undue  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the 
institution  than  have  been  met  with  in  other  places.  The  treasurer  denies  that  any  such 
cases  are  to  be  found,  and  adds  that  a rule  exists  which  gives  the  medical  officer  authority 
to  refuse  his  services  to  any  one  who  pays  for  his  land  a higher  rent  than  10 7.  per  annum. 

Extern  patients  are  received  at  the  dispensary  on  every  day  in  the  week,  but  the  physician 
is  also  obliged  to  visit,  at  their  homes,  those  persons  who  may  be  confined  by  sickness,  and 
when  urgent  cases  require  additional  attention  he  may  be  called  upon  to  repeat  his  visits  to 
the  extent  of  two  or  three  times  a day,  and  even  during  the  night ; the  physician  states  that 
“ he  considers  daily  attendance  as  being  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper  treatment  of 
the  generality  of  acute  affections and  he  adds,  that  he  looks  upon  an  occasional  visit  as 
being  either  of  no  use,  or  only  useful  in  maladies  which  have  assumed  a chronic  character. 
Accidents  also  are  required  to  be  immediately  attended  to,  and  provision  has  been  made  of 
splints  and  bandages  for  their  effectual  treatment.  No  prescription  book  is  kept,  and  no 
other  prescriptions  are  compounded  than  those  wi’itten  by  the  attending  physician.  That 
gentleman  has  not  paid  any  attention  to  the  practice  of  midwifery,  but,  nevertheless,  he  is 
accustomed,  as  far  as  lies  within  his  power,  to  give  assistance  to  the  poor  during  their 
confinement.  In  genei-al,  they  are  attended  by  midwives,  who  are  represented  as  of  little 
or  no  skill.  They  are  too  frequently  the  cause  of  serious  injury  both  to  mother  and  child. 

The  dispensary  supplies  the  sick  with  nothing  beyond  advice  and  medicine.  There  is  not 
in  the  neighbourhood  any  charitable  institution  whence  they  can  obtain  either  clothing  or 
food. 

Every  subscriber  of  a guinea  is  entitled  to  take  a part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  committee, 
which  was  appointed  at  ffie  commencement  of  the  establishment.  This  body  has,  however, 
never  performed  any  duties,  although  it  is  instructed  to  assemble  for  the  despatch  of  busi- 
ness at  least  once  in  every  month.  There  are  not  any  visiting  governors,  but  the  affairs  of 
the  charity  seem  to  he  carried  on  by  the  treasurer  and  another  gentleman,  whose  workmen 
are  all  provided  with  professional  assistance,  in  virtue  of  a large  subscription  which  is  paid 
in  tbe  name  of  the  Knight  of  Kerry. 

The  treasurer,  who  is  the  only  non-medical  officer,  has  acted  witliout  remuneration  for 
his  services,  and  without  any  renewal  of  his  appointment,  since  the  origin  of  the  chaiity, 
when  he  was  selected  by  the  open  votes  of  the  subscribers,  and  without  reference  to  his 
religious  persuasion  ; he  lias  never  been  called  upon  to  enter  into  any  security  for  the  sums 
intrusted  to  him,  but  he  is  obliged  to  present  his  accounts  at  the  termination  of  each  year 
to' the  subscribers.  In  reply  to  the  question  “ Whether  any  instance  had  occurred  of  an 
officer  being  removed  from  his  situation?”  it  was  replied  by  the  witnesses,  that  the  only 
case  of  the  kind  alluded  to,  was  that  of  tlie  last  medical  attendant,  who,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  was  deprived  of  his  appointment  for  neglect  of  duty. 

There  are  not  any  attendants. 

A report  is  annually  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  which  details  the  general  affairs  of  the 
charity.  It  has  not  been  in  any  instance  printed,  and  the  Assistant  Commissioners  failed  in 
procuring  a copy  of  it.  In  consequence  of  the. number  of  intelligent  individuals  which  the 
'Valentia  district  contains,  it  is  conceived  by  the  witnesses  that  a permanent  board  of  health 
could  with  great  advantage  he  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  real  condition 
and  the  wants  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  stated  that  many  persons 
possessing  all  the  requisite  qualifications  for  the  task  would  willingly  co-operate  in  its 
execution. 

The  institution  does  not  possess  any  permanent  source  of  income.  Annual  subscriptions, 
and  a grant  from  the  grand  July,  proportioned  to  their  gross  amount,  constitute  its  entire 
support.  Of  the  former  portion  of  the  income,  the  greater  part,  viz.  33?.  per  annum,  is 
contributed  by  one  gentleman,  and  on  the  continuance  of  his  donation,  the  existence  of  the 
charity  may  be  said  to  depend.  No  assistance  is  any  longer  received  from  the  poorer  classes,, 
but  there  are  three  names  on  the  list  of  subscribers,  who  for  the  sum  of  10s.  Qd.  a year  are 
permitted  to  obtain,  witliout  any  further  charge,  whatever  quantity  of  medicine  they  may 
chance  to  stand  in  need  of.  The  following  table  will  show  the  entire  receipts,  from  both 
sources,  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  : — 


Subscriptions  ■ 
Presentment 


1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

£.  s. 

d.  ' 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  5.  d. 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 

47  5 

6 

48  16 

6 

63  - - 

- 

- 

- 

" i 

47  5 

6 

48  16 

6 

32  - - 

£.94  11 

0 

£.  97  7 

0 

£.85  0 0 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  allowance  from  the  county  was  diminished  in  the  last  year. 
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The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands. 

The  principal  demands  on  the  funds  of  the  charity  are  for  the  salary  of  the  medical 
attendant,  for  medicines,  and  for  the  rent  of  the  dispensary  accommodation  in  the  court- 
house. This  latter  item  is  3 1.  per  annum.  The  entire  expenditure  for  each  of  the  under- 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - 77  11  1 

1832  - 113  13  8^ 

1833  - - 79  -- 


Tlie  examination  of  the  bills  that  become  due  is  intrusted  to  the  treasurer,  through  whose 
hands  all  accounts,  all  orders  for  medicine.  Sec.  pass. 

The  accounts  are  closed  and  balanced  once  a year,  and  copies  are  submitted  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  grand  jury. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Captain  Blots,  r.n.— Captain  Botd. — Mr,  M'CutiDY. — Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  Rector  of  Culfeitrin. — 

Mr.  Keenan.— Alexander.  Millar,  esq. Miller,  esq.,  late  treasurer. — Alexander 

M‘Neil,  esq. — George  Samson,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Walsh,  P.  P. 

This  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  two  parishes  of  Ramoin  and  Culfertrin,  containing  a 
population  of  upwai-ds  of  9,000.  There  is  no  medical  institution  within  six  miles.  The  most 
distant  point  in  the  district  is  10  miles,  and  it  is  considered  that  the  medical  institutions  in 
the  county  are  well  placed  with  reference  to  population,  but  there  are  still  populous  districts 
in  it  destitute  of  medical  charities.  The  medical  attendant  is  expected  to  visit  the  poor  at 
their  own  homes,  but  the  subscribers  would  scarcely  call  upon  the  medical  attendant  to  go 
fortherthan  three  or  four  miles  from  Ballycastle,  within  which  distance  nearly  the  whole  of 
th^opulation  is  situated. 

Tne  Rev.  'M.wWalsh,  p.  p.,  Culfertrin,  states  that  his  parish  coniains  1,200  families, 
and  that  the  medical  charity  nearest  to  the  centre  is  five  miles  distant ; he  is  of  opinion 
that  sick  poor  should  not  be  obliged  to  walk  more  than  four  Irish  miles  to  seek  medical 
assistance  It  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  attached  to  dispensaries  a building- 
capable  of  affording  intern  accommodation  to  a few  bad  cases  of  fever  and  accidents, 
but  the  gentlemen  present  at  the  examination  apprehend  that  such  an  institution  would 
lead  to  great  expense. 

This  dispensary  is  well  situated  and  consists  of  two  rooms,  that  at  the  rear  being  used 
for  stores,  &c.  and  that  in  the  front  for  the  medicines,  part  of  the  latter  being  boarded  off 
to  form  a waiting  room.  • Tlie  house  is  held  on  a lease  for  seven  years,  four  of  which  are  nn- 
expired.  The  opinion  entertained  here  is,  that  as  long  as  dispensaries  depend  entirely  on 
subscriptions  it  is  most  deshable  that  the  building  should  be  held  at  lease. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  Edinburgh  and  a 
surgeon  of  Glasgow,  who  also  possesses  a midwifery  certificate  from  the  latter  place.  He 
resides  in  the  town,  was  formerly  a surgeon  in  the  navy,  and  subsequently  medical  officer 
to  the  Lougbgill  dispensary,  previous  to  his  appointment  to  this  charity  as  general  medical 
attendant ; he  now  has  no  other  appointment,  but  is  allowed  private  practice.  There  exist 
no  rules  relative  to  providing  a substitute  in  case  of  his  illness  or  temporary  absence. 
The  days  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer  at  the  dispensary  are  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays  from  10  till  1 o’clock,  and  his  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  There  is  not  always 
some  person  at  the  dispensai-y  to  afford  immediate  relief  in  cases  of  accident.  The  medi- 
cines are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant  in  person. 

The  medical  attendant’s  salary  is  40  1.  per  annum,  paid  from  the  general  funds  of  the 
institution,  without  any  other  allowances  whatever.  If  the  committee  or  subscribers  choose 
to  authorize  salaries  much  higher  than  are  requisite  to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  the 
power  rests  with  the  gvand  jury  to  refuse  or  diminish  the  grant,  and  thus  that  body  becomes 
the  guarantee  that  a man  shall  not  combine  with  a few  friends  to  raise  an  institution  for 
the  sake  of  a medical  appointment. 

The  medical  officers  are  elected  by  those  who  suhscr-ibe  annually  one  guinea  or  upwards- 
When  a vacancy  occurs  it  is  usual  to  advertise,  but  on  the  occasion  of  the-last  election  this 
was  not  done,  because  the  present  medical  officer  having  been  a candidate  at  a former 
election,  when  his  testimonials  were  inspected,  he  was  unanimously  elected.  There  is  not 
any  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  the  officers  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  them,  nor  is 
any  notice  of  the  appointment,  with  age  and  certificate  of  qualification,  &c.,  sent  to  the 
grand  jui-y.  The  neighbourhood  is  capable  of  supporting  medical  men,  independently  of 
the  dispensary  emolument,  and  there  are  resident  practitioners  in  Ballycastle.  There  are 
no  regulations  as  to  superannuations  and  resignations  of  medical  officers,  nor  any  retiring 
ah'owances.  Dr.  Walsh,  fonnerly  medical  officer  to  this  dispensary,  died  in  1331  from  fever 
, taught  attending  to  his  duty.  There  has  not  been  any  complaint  by  the  poor  of  harshness  or 
, neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  but  there  cau  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  poor  would 
complain  to  the  subscribers  if  cause  existed. 

The  room  where  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  arranged,  and  the  medicines  appear  to 
he  in  sufficient  quantity  and  of  good  quality ; and  the  more  delicate  medicines  are  also 
provided.  These  are  procured  from  Mr.  M‘Adam,  a druggist,  at  Belfast.  The  arrangement 
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is  for  the  medical  officer  to  apply  to  the  treasurer  for  whatever  medicines  he  requires  and 
the  treasurer  orders  them.  The  medicines  cost  in  the  years — 

£.  s.  d. 

1833  - - - - ..  - - - - 26  27 

1834  - - - - - - - - - - 17  13  11 

Neither  medicines  or  medical  articles  belonging  to  the  institution  are  sold.  The  dispensary 
does  not  possess  any  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.  nor  surgical  instruments  of  any 
kind.  No  medicines  hut'those  belongingto  the  charity  are  kept  at  the  dispensary.  Leeches 
would,  in  cases  of  necessity,  be  furnished  to  the  patients.  There  does  not  exist  any  rule  by 
which  the  medical  officer  is  hound  to  _^ive  vaccine  matter  gratis,  nor  with  respect  to  his 
inoculating  with  small-pox ; but  the  medical  officer  declared  that  he  never  did  and  never 
would  inoculate  with  small-pox,  unless  at  the  particular  request  of  a patient. 

A register  is  kept,  distinguishing  the  date,  name,  age,  residence,  recommendation  and 
disease  of  each  patient ; and,  as  near  as  possible,  the  terminations.  This  register  is  kept 
by  the  medical  attendant,  and  a report  of  numbers  attended  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury ; hut 
tliis  register  does  not  include  those  refused  relief.  In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1833,  the 
number  attended  was  346  ; and  in  the  following  eleven  months,  up  to  May  31,  1834,  258. 
The  rules  do  not  oblige  the  medical  attendant  to  attend  midwifery  cases ; but  if  a sub- 
scriber were  to  inform  the  medical  attendant  that  the  midwife  had  found  a dangerous  or 
difficult  case,  he  would  attend. 

Those  only  who  have  tickets  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  domestic  servants  never  have 
tickets  given  them.  Persons  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance, 
have  attempted  to  pai-take  of  the  benefits  of  the  charity ; but  the  ticket  system  guards 
against  such  an  abuse.  It  is  not  known  here,  that  a contract  has  been  made  with  indi- 
viduals for  the  purpose  of  swelling  a subscription  list,  and  thus  obtaining  large  grants  from 
the  county ; but  some  of  the  gentlemen  present  have  heard  of  its  being  attempted  else- 
where. All  applicants  must  have  a ticket  to  entitle  them  to  be  attended,  but  one  signature 
to  each  ticket  is  sufficient.  Every  40  s.  subscriber  has  the  privilege  of  sixty  recommen- 
dations, and  a subscriber  of  a guinea  forty.  This  plan  enables  all  who  ouglit  to  receive 
relief  to  have  tickets ; i.  e.  the  subscribers  have  so  many  tickets  to  give  away,  that  the  poor 
can  always  get  one. 

In  case  an  accident  should  occur,  such  as  a fractured  limb,  the  institution  does  not 
possess  the  means  (as  splints,  bandages,  &c.)  of  rendering  immediate  assistance.  No  one 
unattached  to  the  dispensary  is  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  there.  The 
midwives  in  the  district  are  most  unskilful,  and  the  medical  attendant  has  known  accidents 
occur  from  their  ignorance.  No  prescriptions  are  written.  The  confidence  of  the  poor  in 
vaccination  is  well  established. 

No  extras,  such  as  wine,  &c.  are  furnished  to  the  poor  ; nor  is  there  any  charity  in  which 
an  order  can  be  given  to  the  sick  poor  for  food,  fuel  or  clothing. 

There  are  no  intern  patients.  Whenever  lunatic  cases  occur,  they  are  sent  to  the  Belfast 
Lunatic  Asylum,  when  admittance  can  be  obtained  ; but  at  the  date  of  this  examination  a 
patient  could  not  be  admitted,  for  two  reasons  : first,  the  impossibility  of  complying  with 
the  terms  of  admission  ; and  secondly,  that  there  was  no  room.  Many  were  on  the  books 
already  waiting  for  admission. 

The  general  management  rests  with  subscribers.  The  medical  officer  is  not  among  the 
governors,  nor  has  the  institution  been  under  his  management ; neither  is  there  any  person 
ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  There  are  no  fixed  meetings,  but  an  annual  meeting  is 
held,  at  which  the  treasurer  calls  for  subscriptions,  and  the  accounts  ai'e  passed.  Minutes 
are  kept  of  the  proceedings.  Although  the  dispensary  was  in  the  act  of  transition  from 
one , medical  man  to  another,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  obtained  sufficient  evidence 
to  show  that  this  charity  has  been  feirly  and  honourably  administered  and  managed. 

There  is  no  committee  of  management. 

The  only  officer  not  medical  is  the  treasurer.  There  are  no  bye-laws  for  regulating  the 
appointment  of  officers.  Pai'ticular  religious  belief  does  not  exclude  any  one  from  being  an 
officer,  nor  has  a sudden  accession  of  governors  or  governesses  occurred  immediately  pre- 
vious to  the  election  of  any  officers. 

Written  reports  are  made  annually  to  the  governors,  but  not  printed.  The  neighbourhood 
affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investi- 
gation of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  provided  it  hereafter  be  thought  expedient  to  extend  the 
system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensai-ies. 

Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  M‘Lavghlin,  p.  p.  at  Lougligill  stated,  that  he  thought  his  neighbourhood 
possessed  a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  examine  move  minutely 
into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  he  judged  so  from  the  intelligence  of  the  persons  forming  a 
committee  connected  with  his  own  chapel. 

A list  of  subscribers  for  the  year  1834  was  produced,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  charity 
does  not  mainly  depend  on  any  one  ]>articular  subscriber.  No  stipulation  has  been  entered 
into  here  in  favour  of  a subscriber,  or  any  part  of  his  family,  that  he  might  receive  medicine  or 
medical  advice  gratuitously.  The  institution  does  not  possess  any  capital  .stock  in  houses, 
lands,  &c.  from  which  an  annual  income  is  derived. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  remain  until  wanted ; and 
sums  of  money  are  not  left  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers  or  servants  of  the  hospital. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 


199  Appendix  (B.) 


The  following  particulars  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure,  on  account  of  this  dispensary, 
were  furaished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

18  3 3. 


£.  s. 

d. 

t 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Balance  from  last  Account 

- i6  13 

7j 

Salary  of  the  late  Medical  Attendant"!  , 

Subscriptions  - - - 

- 4«  5 

for  last  year  paid  to  his  Widow 

County  Grant 

■ 42  5 

- 

Salary  of  Medical  Attendant  - 

- 40 

— 

— 

Constabulary  Subscriptions 

- 2 11 

- 

1 Addition  to  Dispensary  - 

- 1 

10 

1 

Medicines  and  Sundries  - 

. 20 

10 

7 

Balance  ..... 

- l6 

13 

£.  103  14 

7i 

£.  103 

14 

7i 

18  3 4.' 

£.  s. 

d.  1 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Balance  - 

- 16  13 

Ilf  1 

Rent  of  Dispensary 

• 6 

5 

- 

Subscriptions  . . - 

- 38  14 

6 

Salary  of  Medical  Attendant  - 

- 40 

- 

County  Grant  . - - 

- 38  14 

6 ' 

Medicine  - 

- 17 

13 

11 

Constabulary  - - - 

- 2 - 

- 

Postage  - - ■ - 

4 

3 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  - 

32 

19 

9f 

96  2 

11  J 

£.  96 

Ilf 

1 8 

3 5. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Balance  of  last  Account  - 

- 32  19 

9l  . 

Subscriptions  ... 

- 35  11 

i 

County  Grant  - - . 

- 35 

” 

A copy  of  the  accounts  is  periodically  presented  to  the  grand  jury. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant*  of  the  Institution. 

Teis  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  relief  of  all  who  apply  for  its  aid.  None  are  by  rule 
visited  at  their  own  houses.  Thei-e  have  not  been  any  persons  refused  medical  relief  for 
want  of  accommodation,  but  the  medical  attendant  thinks  there  is  a want  of  a general 
hosspital  in  Belfast. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a house  thi-ee  stories  liigh,  with  two  windows  to  the  firont ; the 
medicines  are  kept  in  the  front  room  above  stairs,  and  the  stairs,  back  room  and  kitchen  are 
used  as  waiting  rooms  for  the  patients.  Two  rooms  were  let,  and  tlie  remainder  of  the 
house  is  occupied  by  a person  who  resides  on  the  premises  rent  free,  for  taking  care 
of  the  house ; the  situation  is  in  a close  narrow  street,  in  a densely  populated  part 
of  the  town,  without  any  garden  attached.  The  house  is  held  by  the  year,  but  it  was 
thought  that  it  would  be  advantageous  if  the  dispensary  buildings  belorrged  to  the  charity. 

The  senior  medical  officer,  aged  37  years,  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  Edinburgh,  and 
licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  Dublin.  He  does  not  reside  at  the  institution,  but 
in  the  town.  He  was  the  original  founder  of  the  institution  in  1827.  Previously  to  his 
appomtment  to  the  dispensary  he  had  been  a practitioner  in  the  town,  and  is  still  allowed 
private  practice.  He  is  also  consulting  physician  to  the  fever  hospital,  and  general  medical 
attendant.  There  is  no  printed  rule  as  to  illness  or  temporary  absence  of  the  medical  attendant, 
but  in  case  of  such  occurring,  the  medical  attendant'  has  a colleague.  He  was  educated  for 
midwifery  at  the  Lying-in  ffospital,  Dublin.  His  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy. 

There  is  a second  medical  officer,  and  except  on  Sundays,  attendance  is  given  daily  from 
10  till  12  o’clock,  or  longer  if  necessary.  In  cases  of  accident  there  is  not  any  student  or 
pupil,  or  other  person  on  the  spot  to  afibrd  immediate  relief.  The  medicines  are  dispensed 
by  the  medical  officers  in  attendance. 

No  medical  officer  is  paid  any  thing  or  receives  any  perquisite  or  allowance,  at  least  the 
principal  physician  does  not  charge  any  in  his  accounts,  altliough  he  and  his  colleague 
seceded  from  the  fever  hospital  because  that  institution  gave  no  remuneration ; yet  they 
now  attend  gratuitously  to  the  almost  incredible  number  of  7,743  persons  annually. 

Medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards.  One  of  the 
resolutions  passed  at  an  apnual  meeting,  at  which  very  few  were  present,  was,  that  the 
present  medical  officers  should  be  appointed  for  life.  No  vacancy  has  yet  occurred.  There 
IS  no  rule  as  to  testimonials  being  produced  by  medical  officers,  nor  any  limitation  as  to  age, 
either  in  appointing  or  displacing  them.  No  notice  of  appomtment  or  certificate  is  ever  sent 
' to 


Although  he  received  the  letter  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  some  days  previous,  the  medical 
attendant  did  not  inform  any  of  the  governors  of  the  intended  examination. 
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to  the  grand  jury.  There  are  individuals  residing  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  capable 
of  paying  for  advice,  sufficient  in  number  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  the 
dispensary  emolument.  Superannuations  or  retiring  allowances  are  never  granted  to  the 
medical  officers,  nor  has  there  been  any  mortality  among  them. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  a convenient  one,-  above  stairs,  provided  with 
drawers,  shelves,  bottles,  &c.,  such  as  are  proper,  and  all  appeared  to  be  neatly  and  care- 
fully arranged.  There  is  a good  supply  of  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  medicines, 
such  as  quinine,  morphia,  &c.  The  medicines  are  bought  from  Mr.  M'Adam  and  from 
Mr.  Walkington,  and  some  of  the  more  delicate  from  Mr.  Grattan,  all  in  Belfast,  and  cost 
for  the  year 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - - -7o-6 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - 57  95 

1833  ' - - - - 68  10  11^ 


The  character  of  the  medical  officers  forms  the  sole  guarantee  that  they  do  not  substitute 
medicines  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  thus  becomes  gainers  in  the  difference  of  price.  The 
medicines  are  paid  for,  by  the  chief  medical  officer.  The  dispensaiy-shop  is  locked  up  when 
the  medical  attendant  is  absent,  and  he  keeps  the  key.  Neithermedicinesor  any  other  article 
belonging  to  the  institution  are  ever  sold  ; and  those  medicine  which  belong  to  the  dispen- 
sary are  alone  kept  there.  The  institution  does  not  possess  any  apparatus  for  preparing 
decoctions,  &c. ; and  the  only  surgical  instruments  are  a case  adapted  for  minor  operations, 
dislocation  pullies,  catheters  and  stomach  pumps  ; and  these  are  not  sufficient  for  the  ob- 
jects of  the  charity,  so  that  occasionally  the  medical  attendants  are  obliged  to  use  their  own 
instruments.  Leeches  are  sometimes  applied  at  the  dispensary,  but  never  given  out.  Tliere 
is  no  rule  as  to  giving  vaccine  matter  gratis.  Vaccination  was  at  one  time  performed  gratis, 
but  the  children  were  not  brought  back,  and  the  medical  gentlemen  then  gave  it  up.  The 
medical  attendants,  however,  never  do  and  never  would  inoculate  with  small-pox. 

An  accurate  register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name,  age,  residence  and  disease  of 
each  patient.  The  register  is  made  by  the  medical  attendant  at  the  time  the  patient  attends. 
Terminations  of  the  diseases  are  not  given,  as  that  is  found  impossible ; but  applicants  are  never 
refused  relief.  Sixty-six  patients  applied  on  the  day  of  this  examination,  and  107  on  the 
previous  day.  Of  the  66,  there  were  26  new  cases.  Of  the  107,  there  were  43  such.  No 
capital  operations  have  been  performed  within  the  last  three  years,  and  there  have  not  been 
any  midwifery  cases  attended  during  that  period. 

All  persons  who  are  too  poor  to  buy  their  own  physic,  &c.  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  the 
domestic  servants  of  subscribers  are  attended.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  participate  in 
the  benefits  of  the  charity,  by  persons  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous 
assistance ; but  there  is  no  contract  with  any  of  the  subscribers  as  to  giving  them  gratuitous 
assistance.  All  paupers  applying  are  attended  to,  and  tickets  for  admission  of  patients 
are  not  required. 

All  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  but  none  professedly  visited  at  their  own  homes; 
but  a few  are  occasionally  visited  in  very  particular  cases.  In  case  of  sudden  accident,  the 
institution  possesses  dislocation  pullies,  and  splints  and  bandages  would  be  procured  in  case 
of  need.  A practitioner  unconnected  with  the  charity  cannot  have  medicines  made  up  at  the 
institution.  Lying-in  cases  are  not  attended  from  the  institution,  but  the  Apothecaries  and 
some  general  practitioners  of  the  neighbourhood  attend  them  at  so  low  a price,  that  midwives 
are  not  much  employed.  Vaccination  is  genei-ally  found  efficacious,  and  small-pox  has  not 
been  frequent  of  late.  The  poor  have  confidence  in  vaccination. 

Wine  or  any  other  extras  are  not  given  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity ; but 
there  are  charitable  institutions  in  the  neighbourhood  upon  which  the  medical  men  can  give 
an  order  to  the  sick  poor  for  clothing,  &c.  viz, : The  Destitute  Sick  Society,  and  the  Ladies’ 
Clothing  Society. 

The  institution  does  not  receive  intern  patients.  When  lunatic  cases  occur,  they  are  sent 
to  the  Belfast  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  general  management  nominally  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards ; 
but  the  institution  has  been  essentially  under  the  management  of  the  medical  attendants. 
The  committee  meet  once  a year,  and  record  a few  resolutions  pro  forma.  Four  such 
meetings  ai-e  recorded  since  1831,  at  all  of  which  the  same  president  presided,  and  at  one 
of  which  the  present  medical  attendants  were  elected  for  life.  The  physician  finds  great 
difficulty  in  getting  an  attendance.  There  are  only  fourteen  subscribers  of  a guinea  and 
upwards,  and  no  rules,  either  printed  or  written,  exist. 

All  officers  of  every  description  are  appointed  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards, 
and  the  senior  medical  officer  is  the  treasurer.  This  the  Assistant  Commissioners  consider 
most  objectionable,  as  he  is  the  managing  physician,  and  the  person  who  got  up  the  dis- 
pensary. Several  of  the  subscribers  undertake  to  collect  the  subscriptions.  There  has  not 
been  any  instance  of  an  officer  being  suspended  or  removed. 

There  is  a person  who  has  the  care  of  the  house,  but  who  receives  no  salary  beyond  a 
small  gratuity  of  5 s.  or  10  s. 

The  mstitution  does  not  possess  stores  of  any  kind. 

No  fixed  rules  exist  for  the  governance  of  this  institution. 

Reports  for  the  last  three  years  are  made  to  the  subscribers  at  large, 


and  are  printed. 
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The  annual  subscriptions  were  for — • 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - 54  5- 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - 52  66 

1833  - - - - - - - - - 46  56 


The  county  grants  for  the  same  years  were  of  the  same  amount.  The  charity  depends 
entirely  on  subscriptions,  but  not  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual,  and  its  existence  is 
tolerably  secure.  No  stipulations  are  known,  such  as  that  a subscriber  is  to  receive 
medicine  and  medical  advice  gratis.  The  senior  medical  officer  keeps  all  the  accounts 
himself.  The  institution  has  no  capital  stock  in  houses,  lands, . &c.  from  which  an  annual 
income  is  derived. 

The  funds  are-collected  by  the  subscribers  (as  above  stated),  and  all  subscriptions  he  with 
the  treasurer  until  wanted.  The  treasurer  gives  no  security,  nor  was  he  required  to  do  so. 
Some  of  these  subscriptions  are  as  low  as  2 s.  6 d. 

The  expenditure  was  for  the  year — 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - 105  7 10 

1832  - 107  8 6 

1833  - --  --  --  --  - 102  3 1 

The  accounts  are  made  out  by  the  senior  medical  attendant  and  sent  to  the  grand  jury  once 
a year ; but  they  are  not  kept  in  such  a manner  as  to  present  at  once  a clear  statement  of 
the  items  ; however,  the  medical  attendant  makes  affidavit  annually  to  their  correctness. 

There  are  no  students  attached  to  the  institution,  or  regulations  respecting  such,  nor  lec- 
tures given  ; but  the  medical  attendants  have  apprentices,  and  some  other  young  men  attend 
the  practice  occasionally,  and  for  this  attendance  no  fee  is  required. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Dr.  Anderson,  treasurer Rev.  James  Alexander  ; and  Rev.  Hugh  Hamall,  presbyterian 

clergymen;  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution.* 

A DEFINITE  answer  as  to  the  amount  of  population  comprised  in  this  dispensary  district, 
or  the  distance  it  is  intended  to  include,  could  not  be  obtained.  The  most  distant  points  are 
two  miles  from  the  town  of  Portrush  to  the  west,  and  three  miles  towards  the  south-east : 
although  there  is  no  medical  institution  within  six  miles  of  the  Bushwood  dispensary  it  is 
not  considered  that  they  are  deficient  in  number  in  this  neighbourhood.  No  persons  are 
refiised  medical  reliefwho  are  fit  objects,  but  there  is  a great  want  of  intern  accommodation. 

The  dispensai-y  is  held  in  the  house  of  the  medical  attendant,  which  is  a very  inconvenient 
place,  though  in  the  principal  street. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  dispensary  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  a member  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons  at  Glasgow,  from  which  place  he  likewise  obtained  a midwifery  certi- 
ficate. He  resides  at  the  institution  (or  in  other  words,  the  medicines  are  kept  in  a small 
dark  room  in  his  own  house)  ; he  was  appointed  at  the  foundation  of  the  charity  in  1830,  as 
general  medical  attendant,  having  been  previously  a pi-actising  apothecary,  &c.  in  the  town ; 
he  has  no  other  appointment,  but  is  allowed  to  pursue  his  private  practice.  There  is  no 
bye-law  as  to  providing  a substitute  in  case  of  the  illness  or  temporary  absence  of  the  medical 
attendant.  The  days  of  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are,  Mondays  and  Thursdays  from 
eleven  till  three  o’clock  ; and  his  duty  is  not  done  by  proxy.  He  has  no  assistant  ,*  and  the 
medicines  are  dispensed  by  himself.  Sir  Francis  M‘Naughten,  proprietor  of  the  town,  who 
resides  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  integrity,  humanity  and 
skill  of  the  surgeon,  as  do  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  medical  attendant  receives  20 1.  per  annum,  but  has  no  other  allowance  of  any  sort  for 
board  or  lodging,  &c.  If  the  committee  or  subscribers  choose  to  aiathorize  salaries,  allow- 
ances or  perquisites  much  higher  than  are  requisite  to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  the 
power  of  control  rests  with  the  grand  jury,  who  can  diminish  or  refuse  the  county  grant.  In 
this  case  the  salary  is  very  small ; the  cost  of  medicines,  however,  seems  rather  high. 

No  election  has  occurred  since  the  establishment  of  the  institution.  There  is  only  one 
gentleman  in  the  town  eligible  to  act  as  medical  attendant  to  the  dispensary.  In  case  the 
medical  officer  or  officers  should  be  harsh  to  or  neglect  the  patients,  the  poor  cau  complain  to 
a subscriber,  and  most  of  them  are  aware  of  the  fact. 

_ Tile  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  a small,  dark  back  room,  behind'  the  shop 
in  the  medical  attendant’s  own  house,  and  is  not  kept  in  a proper  manner,  but  much  the 

contrary 


. As  neither  the  treasurer  or  the  medical  attendant  had  informed  the  neighbourhood  of  the  intended 
visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  they  had  difficulties  in  obtaining  information. 
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contrary.  The  medicines  are  ordered  and  paid  for  by  the  medical  attendant,  who  gives  the 
hill  and  the  receipt  to  the  secretary  and  treasurer.  No  medicines  or  medical  articles  belong- 
ing to  the  institution  are  ever  sold  to  persons  applying  as  patients,  or  to  other  persons. 
There  are  not  any  surgical  instmments  belonging  to  the  institution.  Leeches  have,  coi 
some  rare  occasions,  been  applied.  The  medical  officer  is  hound  by  a bye-law  to  vaccinate 
gratis.  He  does  not  inoculate  -with  the  small-pox.  Vaccination  is  found  very  efficacious, 
and  the  medical  attendant  stated,  that  he  has  not  seen  a,bove  five  or  six  cases  of 
small-many  years.  The  confidence  of  the  poor  in  vaccination  is  therefore  fully  esta- 
blished. 

A register  of  patients  is  kept,  but  not  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  form  the  basis  of  any 
calculation.  But  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  medical  officer  could  for  a salary  of  20 1.  a 
year  devote  much  of  his  time  to  the  registration  of  patients,  especially  as  the  district  is  very 
poor,  wild  and  extensive. 

All  persons  applying  for  relief  ought  to  have  a ticket,  but  the  medical  officer  is  in  the 
habit  of  seeing  a whole  family  on  one  ticket.  'Servants  of  subscribers  may  have  tickets; 
and  the  abuse  of  persons  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  who  are  not  in  circum- 
stances to.  require  gratuitous  assistance  does  exist  to  a'  slight  extent ; but  attendance  is  not 
given  gratuitously  to  any  of  the  subscribers ; nor  has  any  such  abuse  been  known  as 
a contract  having  been  made  with  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  swelling  a subscription  list, 
and  thus  obtaining  large  grants  from  the'  county.  The  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient 
to  each  ticket,  and  the  number  of  tickets  is  unlimited. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  but  in  case  an  accident  should  occur,  such  as 
a fractured  limb,  the  institution  does  not  possess  the  means  (splints,  bandages,  &c.)  of  ren- 
dering immediate  assistance;  no  practitioner  is  authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up 
at  the  dispensary.  Difficult  lying-in  cases  are  attended ; but  the  niidwives  ordinarily  em- 
ployed are  very  unskilful  persons,  and  accidents  are  known  to  occur  in  consequence  of  their 
Ignorance.  At  this  dispensary  there  are  no  prescriptions  kept. 

Extras  such  as  wine,  &c.,  are  never  given  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  charity,  nor 
is  there  any  charitable  institution  in  the  neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  can  be  given  to 
the  sick  poor  for  food,  clothing,  or  fuel. 

There  is  no  accommodation  for  intern  patients.  When  lunatic  cases  occur  they  are 
sent  to  the  Belfast  asylum,  within  the  district  of  which,  this  dispensary  is  situated. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  annual  subscribers  ofa  guinea  and  upwards, and 
the  medical  officer  is  not  concerned  therein,  nor  has  the  institution  been  in  fact  under  his 
management.  There  are  no  fixed  meetings,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  there  has  been  a 
meeting  in  the  last  two  years  ; even  when  meetings  do  take  place  no  minutes  are  kept. 
There  was  no  meeting  to  pass  the  accounts  for  the  last  two  years. 

There  was  a committee  at  the  establishment  of  the  institution  in  1830,  but  since  that 
period  they  have  not  met.  Those  who'  should  form  the  active  committee  of  this  little 
charity  evince  a great  want  of  zeal.  The  last  county  grant  had  not  been  received  owing 
to  neglect. 

The  only  officer  not  medical  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer,  an  "old  gentleman  upwards 
of  80  years  of  age.  There  are  no  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  officers. 

A report  of  tlie  number  of  cases  treated  at  this  dispensary  is  made  out  to  send  to  the 
grand  jury.  It  was  stated  that  the  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons 
able  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor  if  it 
hereafter  be  thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  subscription  for  the  year  commencing 

£.  s.  d. 

July  1832  was  - - - - - 21  13  6 

1833  - --  --  - 20  7- 

The  smallest  subscription  is  2 s.  Qd.,  the  largest  is  1 1 s.  The  county  have  always  given 

a sum  equal  to  the  subscriptions,  but  owing  to  some  irregularity  the  last  county  present- 
ment was  refused.  The  charity  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual,  but 
the  withdrawal  of  one  particular  family  from  its  ' support  would  be  a serious  loss,  and 
the  existence  of  the  .charity  cannot  therefore  be  considered  as  secm’e.  No  stipulations  are 
known  here  to  the  effect  that  the  subscriber  or  any  part  of  his  family  is  to  receive 
medicine  or  medical  advice  gratuitously.  The  charity  has  ho  capital  stock  or  property, 
froin  which  an  annual  income  is  dei'ived. 

The  money  has  been  collected  by  a paid  servant  who  received  1 1.  for  so  doing. 

The  principal  expense  is  for  medicine  and  salary  of  medical  attendant.  The  cost  of 
medicine  seems  rather  large,  being  for  the  year  1833-34,  40(.  10s.  &d.,  and  of  that  expense 
the  single  item  of  oil  of  peppermint  amounted  to4Z.13s.  1J(Z. 

The  treasurer  manages  the  accounts.  Copies  of  the  accounts  are  sent  to  the  grand 
jury.  A copy  of  the  accounts  for  the  last  three  years  could  not  be  procured. 

There  is  neither  medical  or  surgical  instruction. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Henry  Carter,  Curate  of  the  parish.— Rev.  John  Paint,  Covenanter;  and  the  Medical 
Attendant  of  the  Institution." 

This  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  relief  of  tlie  sick  poor  of  the  town  and  county  of  the 
to^vn  of  Carrickfergus,  containing  a population  of  nearly  10,000,  and  the  extent  of  district 
to  which  the  medical  attendant  is  liable  to  be  called  on  to  attend  is  four  or  five  miles. 
The  only  medical  institution  in  the  vicinity  is  situated  at  the  White  house,  at  a distance  of  five 
miles.  This  dispensary  is  not  adequate  to  the  wants  even  of  the  town,  as  the  funds  are 
low  and  decreasing,  notwithstanding  which  the  medical  attendant  never  refuses  aid  to  any 
applicant,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  his  own  medicines  on  those  days  on  which  the 
dispensary  is  not  open.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Carter  is  of  opinion,  that  a medical  man  with  an 
adequate  salary  should  be  placed  among  a poor  population,  and  should  be  bound  to  attend 
the  sick  poor  at  their  own  houses.  Accordmg  to  the  regulations  of  this  dispensary  the 
medical  attendant  is  not  obliged  to  visit  the  si^  poor,  although  he  occasionally  does  so  ; 
yet  the  subscribers  feel  they  cannot  require  it  for  so  small  a salary  as  he  receives.  This  is 
a circumstance  deserving  of  notice  in  the  management  ofthis  charity. 

The  room  appropriated  for  the  dispensaiy  is  a small  dark  shop  situated  in  the  principal 
street  in  the  centre. of  the  population ; there  is  no  waiting  room  attached ; a few  old  drawei's, 
shelves  and  bottles  constitute  the  furniture  of  the  charity.  The  shop  is  rented  at  will  for 
4/.  per  annum,  and  the  owner  is  now  threatening  to  take  it  from  the  institution.  It  is 
highly  desirable  that  a building  should  belong  exclusively  to  the  charity,  and  that  it  should 
be  capable  of  receiving  10  or  12  patients  in  case  of  fever  or  accidents. 

The  principal  medical  officer  is  a physician,  about  51  years  of  age,  who  graduated  at 
Glasgow,  but  has  not  received  a midwifery  diploma ; he  resides  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  this  dispensary,  and  attends  from  11  to  2 o’clock  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  Besides 
attending  to  this  charity  he  is  also  surgeon  and  agent  for  the  sick  and  wounded  seamen  of 
the  navy,  a situation  worth  30/.  a year;  he  likewise  attends  on  the  military,  for  which 
seivice  he  receives  about  20  /.  per  aimum  ; he  is  also  allowed  private  practice.  The  medicines 
are  dispensed  by  the  physician  and  by  his  son,  who  is  not  yet  a graduate  but  who  is 
always  on  the  spot  in  case  of  his  father’s  absence,  although  there  is  no  bye-law  having- 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  a substitute  during  the  absence  of  the  medical  attendant. 

The  physician  is  the  only  medical  officer  paid  by  the  institution,  he  receives  21 1.  a year 
from  the  general  fund,  without  any  other  allowance  whatsoever. 

The  physician  was  well  known  in  the  town,  and  at  the  establishment  of  the  institution  was 
nominated  and  requested  to  take  charge  of  it ; no  other  candidates  were  put  in  nomination, 
nor  any  notice  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  The  neighbourhood  is  sufficient  to  support  medical 
men  independently  of  the  dispensary,  and  there  are  four  or  five  medical  men  residing  in  the  town. 
At  the  formation  of  this  dispensary  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  a grant 
from  the  grand  jury,  and  the  committee  employed  a barrister  to  present  their  petition  to  the 
judge,  who  ordered  the  grand  jury  to  admit  the  presentment.  In  the  minutes  of  the  dispen- 
sary is  a statement,  dated  March  17th  1832,  purporting  to  be  the  opinion  of  judges  Joy  and 
Doherty ; it  is  to  this  effect,  that  it  is  imperative  on  grand  juries  to  present  a sum  equal 
to  the  sum  subscribed,  'fliis  statement  is  certainly  contrary  to  what  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners have  known  to  be  the  practice  of  grand  juries,  and  contrary  to  what  they  have  been 
frequently  given  to  understand  to  be  the  law ; and  if  it  be  the  true  interpretation,  there  does 
not  appear  to  exist  at  present  any  impediment  to  the  establishment  of  extravagant  dispen- 
saries. In  the  evidence  on  many  of  the  institutions  of  a similar  description  to  this,  it  is  stated 
that  the  grand  juries  can  and  do  diminish  or  refuse  a presentment. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  were  kept  was  by  no  means  neat,  the  medicines 
were  in  very  small  quantities,  and  none  of  the  more  expensive  and  delicate  sorts  were 
to  be  met  with  : Calomel  was  in  a bottle  labelled  Quinine  ; Puivis  Ja,lap^  in  a lai-ge  glass 
labelled  Magnesia ; most  of  the  drawers  were  empty.  When  tlie  medical  attendant  requires 
medicines  he  gives  a list  to  the  treasurer,  who  sends  to  Belfast  for  them  and  pays  the  bills. 
Medicines  are  not  sold  at  the  dispensaiy,  and,  except  at  the  hours  of  his  attendance,  the 
shop  is  locked  and  the  key  kept  by  the  medical  attendant.  No  surgical  apparatus  of  any 
kind  belongs  to  the  institution,  nor  are  leeches  used,  owing,  to  the  deficiency  of  funds. 
There  is  no  rule  with  regard  to  vaccination  or  inoculation,  but  the  custom  is  to  vaccinate 
gratuitously  all  who  apply  ; the  medical  attendant  has  perfect  confidence  in  vaccination,  and 
in  order  to  induce  the  public  to  entertain  the  same  feeling,  after  vaccinating  he  inoculated  his 
own  children  with  small-pox,  which  produced  no  disease  ; the  public  confidence  in  vaccination 
is  complete. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  date,  name,  age,  residence,  disease  and  termination  of  disease  of 
each  patient,  it  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  but  not  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  There 
were  six  new  cases  to-day  at  the  dispensary.  ... 

All  sick  poor  who  apply  are  entitled  to  relief;  and  though  the  physician  is  not  bound  to 
attend  the  poor  at  their  own  dwellings,  he  does  occasionally  attend  them ; it  is  the  same 
with  lying-in  cases,  he  occasionally  attends  though  not  obliged  to  do  so.  The  servants  of 
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subscribers  may  be  attended,  but  persons  in  circumstances  not  requiring  gratuitous  relief 
have  not  been  known  to  seek  it,  at  this  dispensary.  The  number  of  tickets  which  each 
subscriber  may  give  is  imlimited,  indeed  no  ticket  is  required,  which  circumstance  operates 
injuriously  on  the  funds  of  these  charities,  for  as,  under  this  plan,  all  are  attended,  any 
new  subscriber  would  only  give  his  money  to  the  institution  and  not  receive  any  privileges  or 
increase  the  comforts  of  the  poor. 

•All  who  apply  at  the  dispensary  are  relieved,  but  the  medical  attendant  is  not  obliged  to 
visit  them  at  their  own  houses.  In  eases  of  fracture  or  dangerous  accidents  the  institution 
is  destitute  of  the  means  of  immediate  relief,  such  as  splints,  bandages,  &c.  No  prescrip- 
tion book  IS  kept,  nor  is  any  practitioner  entitled  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  the 
dispensary. 

Neither  wine  or  other  extra  is  furnished  to  the  sick  from  this  charity,  nor  is  there  any  otlier 
institution  in  the  neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  for  such  things  can  be  given. 

There  are  no  intern  patients ; lunatics  are  sent  to  Belfast. 

The  principal  management  nominally  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards, 
but  the  institution  has  really  been  left  to  the  treasurer  and  the  medical  attendant,  who,  though 
not  a governor  ex  officio,  is  one  by  subscription. 

The  committee  consists  of  eight,  who  meet  occasionally;  they  met  the  first  year  six  times; 
the  second  year  they  met  three  or  four  times  ; but  this  year  they  have  not  met  since  the  1st 
of  January.  Minutes  of  these  meetings  are  kept,  but  they  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
treasurer,  who  was  at  the  period  of  this  examination  absent  from  the  neighbourhood. 

The  treasurer  collects  the  money, 'and  keeps  and  passes  all  accounts,  but  gives  no  security. 

There  are  no  stores  or  articles  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the  charity. 

Reports  are  periodically  made  and  printed. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  capable  of  taking  charge  of  a more  extended 
charity  is  quite  ample,  but  the  inclination  is  at  least  doubtful. 

The  subscription  of  this  year  (1834)  amounts  to  only  17/.  35.,  and  of  -this  sum,  two  noble- 
men contribute  5 1.  each;  so  that  the  tovra  and  county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus  subscribe 
but  'll.  towards  the  only  charity  for  sick  poor  in  the  district,  containing  a population  of  10,000 
souls.  This  is  owing  partly  to  the  manner  in  wliich  the  dispensary  was  got  up,  and  in  some 
degree  to  party  feelings ; unless  some  change  take  place,  it  is  most  likely  the  charity  will 
not  exist  another  year. 

No  medical  students  are  attached,  nor  medical  instruction  of  any  kind  given. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

William  Armstrong. — Mr.  M'Cartiiy.— Bon.  Colonel  Pakeniiam,  Langford-lodge  ; and  the 
Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

Neither  the  population  nor  extent  of  this  district  were  given.  The  most  distant  point  the 
medical  attendant  is  liable  to  visit  is  four  miles,  and  the  only  medical  institution  within  six 
miles  is  the  Antrim  dispensary.  The  district  is  not  considered  too  large  for  one  person  to 
attend  to,  but  it  is  thought  .there  is  a deficiency  in  hospital  accommodation,  as  the  Lisburn 
infirmary  is  so  far  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  county  as  not  to  be  of  ser'vice  there.  The 
dispensaries  are  pretty  well  placed  in  the  county ; yet  there  is  a district  round  Ballinderry, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  too  far  from  any  medical  establishment ; Colonel  Fakenham 
likewise  thinks  there  should  be  two  hospitals  in  the  county.  It  is  thought  there  should  be 
attached  to  dispensaries  suitable  intern  accommodation  for  cases  of  accidents  or  bad  fever. 

The  dispensary  is  a good  stone  building,  measuring  39  feet  by  21,  two  stories  high;  the 
upper  being  divided  into  three  rooms,  sufficient  to  accommodate  10  patients.  At  present 
there  are  bedsteads  and  bedding  for  two,  intended  for  fever  or  cholera  patients ; these  wards 
were  unoccupied,  and  there  had  been  only  one  case  of  fever  admitted.  The  situation 
is  good  and  airy,  with  a sufficient  supply  of  pure  water,  and  a small  garden  to  be 
used  if  required.  The  ground  floor  comprises  a kitchen,  with  a room  attached,  and 
the  shop  where  the  medicines  are  dispensed.  There  are  no  baths.  It  is  held  under  a 
lease  for  eight  years,  and  is  occupied  at  present  by  a family  who  take  care  of  the  premises. 
This  house  belongs  to  and  was  fitted  up  by  Colonel  Pakenham,  who  is  also  the  chief  support 
of  the  charity  by  his  subscription  and  superintendence.  If  circumstances  would  permit, 
it  would  be  better  tliat  the  house  was  the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer,  about  32  years  of  age,  is  a graduate  in  medicine  and  a member 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons  at  Edinburgh,  and  possesses  a midwifery  diploma  ; he  resides  at 
Cruralin,  close  by  the  dispensary.  Previously  to  his  appointment  he  practised  in  the  town ; 
he  was  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant  at  the  foundation  of  the  dispensary  in  1833, 
and  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  is  allowed  private  practice.  In  case  of  illness  or  ab- 
sence he  procures  a substitute,  chosen  by  himself.  The  days  of  attendance  are  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  from  9 till  12  o’clock,  and  the  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  Should  the 
medical  officer  be  irregular  in  attendance,  the  poor  can  complain  to  the  subscribers,  and  are 
aware  of  the  fact.  In  cases  of  accident,  the  medical  attendant  and  his  assistant  can  always 
be  applied  to.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  him  and  his  assistant. 

The  medical  officer  is  paid  50/.  per  annum  from  the  general  funds,  without  any 
allowance  for  a horse  or  conveyance,  board  or  lodginff.  Should  the  committee  or  sub- 
scribers authorize  salaries  higher  than  are  requisite  to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  the 
grand  jury  can  limit,  refuse  or  diminish  the  grant,  which  is  the  only  control  the  county 
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possesses.  An  attempt  was  made  at  the  last  Lent  Assizes  at  Carrickfergus,  to  obtain  from 
the  county  a grant  equivalent  to  a sum  sworn  to  have  been  subscribed  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a dispensary  near  Broughshine.  The  grand  jury,  however,  refused  the  grant 
altogether. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards ; as  yet,  no 
vacancy  has  occurred.  As  the  present  medical  attendant  was  known,  testimonials  were  not 
required.  There  is  not  any  limitation  as  to  age  either  in  appointing  or  displacing  medical 
officers.  At  the  last  election  there  was  no  other  candidate,  and  ireitlier  notice  of  the  appoint- 
ment or  certificates  of  qualifications,  were  sent  to  the  grand  Jury.  In  this  district  there  is 
only  one  medical  man,  eligible  to  the  institution.  The  medical  officers  get  no  superannua- 
tion or  retiring  allowances,  and  there  has  not  been  any  mortality  among  them  here. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  a small  neat  room,  part  of  which  serves  for 
a waiting  room.  The  more  delicate  and  expensive  medicines  are  not  used,  but  the  quality 
of  all  that  are  used  is  good,  and  the  quantity  sufficient ; the  medical  officer  orders  the 
medicines  of  Mr.  Walkington,  chemist,  of  Belfast,  and  on  his  certifying  to  the  treasurer 
-that  he  has  received  them,  they  are  paid  for  by  him.  The  character  of  the  medical  man  is  the 
sole  guarantee  that  inferior  medicines  shall  not  be  introduced.  The  medical  attendant  has 
the  medicines  in  his  own  care,  as  he  locks  the  shop  and  keeps  the  key.  Medicines 
belonging  to  the  institution  are  never  sold.  There  are  not  any  surgical  instruments,  nor  any 
jipparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.  belonging  to  the  institution.  The  medicines  for 
private  practice  are  not  kept  at  the  dispensary.  Leeches  are  supplied  to  the  patients.  The 
medical  officer  keeps  the  medicines  of  this  dispensary  in  excellent  order,  and  merits  all  the 
praise  that  can  be  bestowed. 

These  is  an  accurate  register  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name  of  each  patient  whenever 
he  comes,  and  the  medicines  furnished.  Another  register  is  kept,  in  which  the  patient’s 
name  is  only  entered  once  in  the  year.  No  persons  under  any  circumstances  are  refused 
attendance.  The  number  of  patients  on  the  books  at  the  time  of  tliis  examination  was  23, 
of  these  two  were  new.  There  have  not  been  any  capital  operations  performed,  nor  any 
cases  of  midwifery  attended  from  the  institution  since  its  establishment.  The  Assistant 
Commissioners  cannot  avoid  observing  that  the  prescriptionaiy  department  and  register  are 
•most  accurately  kept,  and  not  in  the  vague  maimer  of  many  other  charities. 

All  persons  who  can  procure  tickets  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  by  a bye-law  tlie  medical 
attendant  of  the  mstitution  is  allowed  to  afford  assistance  to  any  one  at  his  discretion. 
Domestic  servants  may  also  have  tickets.  No  attempt  has  been  made  by  any  to  partici- 

Sate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  whose  circumstances  do  not  require  gratuitous  assistance. 

^or  has  it  ever  been  known  here  that  a contract  has  been  made  with  individuals  for  the 
purpose  of  swelling  a subscription  list  and  obtaining  large  grants  from  the  county.  By 
rule,  tickets  of  admission  are  necessary  to  enable  applicants  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefits  afforded  by  this  charity ; one  signature  to  such  ticket  is  sufficient,  but  each  sub- 
scriber is  limited  in  the  number  which  he  can  issue. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution  and  attended  at  their  homes.  In  case  an  accident 
should  occur,  such  as  a fractured  limb,  the  institution  does  not  possess  the  means  (as  splints, 
bandages,  &c.)  of  rendering  immediate  assistance.  The  medical  attendant  does  not  refuse 
to  make  up  a prescription  for  a poor  person,  though  it  may  be  written  by  a person  quite 
unknown  to,  or  unconnected  with  the  institution,  but  there  is  no  law  on  the  subject.  In 
lying-in  cases,  midwives  generally  attend  the  poor,  but  these  women  are  not  skilful,  and 
accidents  have  been  known  to  occur.  The  medicines  entered  in  the  prescription  book  are 
such  as  are  usual.  Vaccination  is,  by  tlie  rules,  performed  gratis  to  alt  who  apply,  and  the 
medical  officer  has  a good  opinion  of  it,  as  preventive  of  the  small-pox,  and  the  confidence 
of  the  poor  in  its  results  is  well  established  ; there  is  no  rule  relating  to  inoculating  with 
small-pox  virus,  but  the  medical  attendant  does  not,  and  would  not  have  recourse  to  it. 

No  wine  or  other  extras  are  afforded  from  the  resources  of  tills  institution,  nor  is  there  any 
charity  established  in  this  neighbourhood  for  distributing  food,  clothing  or  fuel  on  which 
an  order  can  be  given. 

There  is  intern  accommodation  at  the  institution,  and  patients  can  be  received  in  case 
fever  or  cholera  should  occur  in  the  district. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards ; the  medical 
officer  is  not  a governor,  nor  has  he  been  allowed  any  material  participation  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  dispensary,  and  there  is  no  person  ex  officio,  in  the  principal 
direction.  The  fixed  meetings  are  quarterly,  and  five  constitute  a quorum ; these  meetinga 
have  been  regularly  attended,  and  voting  at  them  is  not  permitted  by  proxy.  Minutes  are 
kept  of  the  proceedings. 

There  is  a managing  committee  of  eight,  of  whose  proceedings,  minutes  are  also  kept,  but 
no  board  of  superintendence  has  been  fixed  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  combined  duties  of  treasurer,  collector  and  secretary  are  performed  by  one  individual, 
■who  acts  without  salary.  There  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  any  sudden  accession  of 
governors  previous  to  an  election,  as  no  election  has  taken  place  since  the  foundation  of  the 
•institution.  The  treasurer  is  not  required  to  give  security,  and  no  instance  has  occurred  of 
an  officer  being  suspended  or  removed. 

There  had  not  been  any  report  yet  made,  but  the  register  and  accounts  are  inspected 
quarterly  by  the  governors,  and  a list  of  the  subscribers,  with  the  number  of  patients 
attended  and  the  expense,  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  This  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient 
number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants 
of  tile  poor,  provided  it  hereafter  be  thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded 
by  dispensaries. 
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The  funds  are  derived  from  private  subscription,aided  by  the  county  presentment;  the  lowest 
subscription  is  5 s.;  should  one  family  -withdraw  its  bounty,  the  charity  would  most  probably 
cease  to  exist,  still  the  continuance  of  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  precarious.  Subscriptions 
have  not  been  accompanied  with  a stipulation  that  the  subscriber  or  any  part  of  his 
family  should  receive  medicine  and  medical  ad-vice  gratuitously.  There  is  not  any  capital 
stock  in  houses,  lands,  &c.  belonging  to  the  institution. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  with  him  until  wanted.  There  are 
no  title  deeds,  or  papers,  &c.  nor  any  sums  of  money  left  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers  or 
servants  of  the  institution.  , 

The  income  and  expenditure  of  this  charity  was  stated  thus  for  the  year  1833  : — 


£. 

5. 

d. 

£. 

5, 

d. 

Subscriptions 

- 49 

8 

- 

Medicines  - 

35 

i8 

6 

County  grant  - 

- 

49 

8 

- 

Salary  of  medical  attendant 

50 

- 

_ 

Balance 

- 

1 

13 

5 

. Sundries  for  use  of  the  dispensary  - 

6 

10 

11 

Rent  - . - 

8 

- 

- 

£.  100 

9 

5 

1 £. 

100 

9 

5 

The  bills  are  all  examined  "ffiy  the  committee  and  signed  by  the  chaiiman,  and  the 
payments  made  through  the  treasurer. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  and  audited  once  a year,  and  copies  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 

No  medical  or  surgical  instmction  is  given  in  this  institution,  which  however,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  comprises  all  the  advantages  which  can  be  reason- 
ably supposed  to  arise  from  such  an  establishment. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Barlow. — Mr.  John  Crowther. — John  Donally,  jud.,  esq. — Thomas  Eyre,  esq 

Joseph  Johnston,  esq.,  of  Glengall. — John  M'Clean,  esq. — Mr.  James  Read. John  Trotter 

esq Samuel  Walker,  esq. — Anketele  Young,  esq. ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  charity. 

The  population  of  this  dispensary  district  was  not  ascertained,  but  its  extent  covers  a 
surface  of  16,000  acres,  divided  into  72  townlands ; the  most  distant  point  of  which,  and  the 
ffirthest  which  the  medical  attendant  is  liable  to  visit,  being  seven  miles.*  There  is  no  other 
medical  institution  in  the  district ; those  within  six  miles  are  the  Benburb  and  Louo-ho-aU 
dispensaries  and  the  charities  in  the  city  of  Armagh.  There  is  a great  deficiency  of  dispen- 
saries in  the  county,  and  the  district  of  the  Blackwatertown  dispensary  is  considered  much 
too  large,  still  there  are  no  funds  to  support  another.  A district  of  five  or  six  miles 
diameter,  with  an  average  rural  population,  is  as  much  as  one  man  can  be  expected  to 
attend  to,  and  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  attach  wards  for  fevere  and  accidents  to 
dispensary  districts. 

I'his  dispensary  is  held  in  a commodious  house  in  the  town  of  Black-watertown,  and 
consists  of  a convenient  shop  (part  of  which  serves  as  a waiting  room),  a board  room,  and 
a small  closet,  all  held  at  will  at  an  annual  rent  of  4Z.  4 s. ; it  would  however  be  more 
desirable  that  the  dispensary  buildings  should  be  the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  and  a practi- 
tioner in  midwifery,  for  which  he  holds  a certificate  obtained  at  Dublin  ; he  was  elected  to 
this  dispensary  by  the  subscribers  as  general  medical  attendant,  and  holds,  at  present,  no 
other  appointment,  but  is  allowed  private  practice.  In  case  of  absence  he  provides  a sub- 
stitute with  the  consent  of  the  committee.  The  days  of  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary 
are  Monday  and  Thursday  from  9 to  12  o’clock,  and  there  is  not  any  person  continually  in 
attendance  for  cases  of  sudden  emergency.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  medical 
attendant,  who  receives  a salary  of  60 1.  per  annum  from  the  general  fund ; he  has  no  other 
allowance  whatever,  nor  any  perquisites,  except  that  he  is  permitted  to  receive  2 s.  Qd.  for 
each  midwifery  case  attended,  but  this  must  be  paid  by  the  patient.  If  the  committee  or 
subscribers  should  give  salaries  or  allowances  more  than  requisite  to  procure  efficient  medical 
aid,  the  grand  jury  could  refuse  the  grant. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  or  upwai-ds.  At  the  last 
election  notice  was  given  by  advertisement  in  the  public  newspa]iers,  and  every  means 
taken  to  insure  the  greatest  possible  competition.  Testimonials  also  were  considered  indis- 
pensable. At  the  election  there  were  fourteen  eligible  candidates  and  seven  others  who  did 
not  send  in  testimonials.  The  conditions  for  voting  were  acted  up  to.  No  limitation  exists 
at  this  institution  with  regard  to  the  age  of  the  medical  officers,  either  in  appointing  or  dis- 
placing them.  This  district  does  not  contain  persons  in  independent  circumstances  sufficient 
Wi  number  to  support  by  their  patronage  a medical  man  independently  of  the  dispensaiy 
emolument.  In  case  of  any  neglect,  harshness  or  ill  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon 

towards 


* The  population  of  the  district  are  very  poor,  and  fever  is  very  prevalent.  Tiie  dispensary  district 
extends  far  into  the  parish  of  Armagh.  The  charities  of  the  city  provide  no  domiciliary  attendance  for 
the  sick  poor. 
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towards  the  patients,  they  can  (under  sanction  of  the  nales)  complain  to  the  persoii  who 
o^ve  them  the  tickfets,  but  they  are  scarcely  yet  aware  of  this  privilege. 

" The  room  hi  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  large  and  properly  aiTanged  ; the  medicines 
of  good  quality,  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  with  a proper  supply  of  the  more  delicate  kinds. 
All  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie,  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  physician,  and  are  paid  for 
by  the  treasurer,  costing,  at  the  establishment  of  the  institution,  36  14s.;  they  are  kept 

by  the  medical  atteridant  under  lock  and  key,  and  none  of  them  ever  sold ; but  the  medical 
attendant  is  required  to  keep  private  medicines  for  sale.  The  institution  possesses  a few 
surgical  instruments,  viz.  midwifery  instruments,  cupping  apparatus,  enema  apparatus,  tooth 
instruments,  catheters  and  bougies ; tligse  are  all  in  the  best  order,  but  not  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  the  institution ; they  are  not  used  in  private  practice  nor  lent.  Leeches 
are  not  supplied. 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register  which  distinguishes  the  date  of  admission,  the 
number,  name,  residence,  and  disease  of  the  patient,  recommender,  and  observations.  Patients- 
not  bringing  a ticket  of  recommendation  would  be  refused  advice,  but  in  fact  it  never  occurs 
tliat  a poor  person  is  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary  ticket.  There  were  about  23  patients 
at  this  dispensary  when  visited,  and  12  new  cases  on  each  of  the  last  two  dispensary  days. 
Two  cases  of  midwifery  have  been  attended  since  the  opening  of  the  dispensary.  Persons 
have  participated  in  the  benefits  of  this  charity  who  from  their  circumstances  in  life  were 
able  to  pay  for  medical  advice,  but  no  subscriber  has  ever  stipulated  to  receive  medicine  or 
advice  gratis,  nor  has  any  other  compact  been  made  with  any  persons  having  for  its  object 
the  fallacious  increase  of  the  subscription  list  in  order  to  enhance  the  county  grant.  All 
patients  must  have  tickets,  to  each  of  which  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient  to 
give  it  authority,  and  , subscribers  are  not  limited  as  to  the  number  they  may  issue  for 
advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary;  but  12  visiting  tickets  only  are  allowed  for  each 
subscription  of  one  guinea ; and  except  in  case  of  an  accident  or  other  very  urgent  case, 
every  visiting  ticket  must  be  presented  by  10  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Splints,  bandages, 
&c.  are  in  readiness  at  the  dispensary  for  immediate  assistance  should  fractures  or  other 
accidents  occur.  No  prescriptions  but  those  of  the  medical  attendant  are  made  up  at  the 
dispensaiy.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended  on  payment  of  2 6 d.  by  the  patient  as  above 

stated.  A prescription  book  is  kept,  and  the  prescriptions  therein  entered  appeared  to  be 
such  as  are  usual.  The  medical  attendant  is  not  obliged  by  any  rule  to  give  away  vaccine 
matter  to  other  practitioners.  He  vaccinates  at  the  dispensary  any  child  with  whom  a 
ticket  is  brought,  and  a deposit  of  1 s.  each  to  secure  the  return  of  the  child.  Although 
not  restricted  by  rule  as  to  inoculating  with  small-pox  virus,  he  would  not  practise  it. 
The  results  of  vaccination  are  very  satisfactory,  and  the  public  have  confidence  in  its 
efficacy. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  furnished  to  the  patients,  nor  is  there  any  charity  in  the 
neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  can  be  given  by  the  medical  attendant  for  a supply  of 
food,  clothing  or  fuel  to  the  sick  poor. 

The  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards  constitute  the  general  management ; neither 
tlie  medical  officer  nor  any  other  person  is  ex  officio  in  its  principal  direction.  The  fixed 
meetings  are  quarterly,  and  votino-  is  allowed  by  proxy ; minutes  of  the  proceedings  are 
kept. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  consisting  of  five,  who  meet  when  called  on ; their  pro- 
ceedings are  laid  before  the  quarterly  board,  and  entered  in  that  board’s  minute  book.  The 
zeal  of  the  committee  is  conspicuous  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  sick  poor. 

• The  non-medical  officers  are  the  treasurer  and  secretary. 

As  this  charity  had  been  established  only  about  four  months  previous  to  the  visit  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  no  reports  had  been  then  made,  but  it  was  intended  that  such  a 
document  should  appear  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  district  affords  a sufficient  number 
of  persons  qualified  to  form  a boai'd  of  sriperintendence  to  attend  minutely  to  the  wants  of 
the  poor. 

The  funds  arise  from  voluntary  subscriptions  aided  by  the  county  grant ; the  first  county 
■grant  (not  yet  received)  amounts  to  52/.  12  s. ; the  existence  of  this  charity  cannot  be  sai3 
to  depend  on  any  one  family  or  particular  patron,  although  it  has  no  property  of  any  kind 
from  which  an  annual  income  arises. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer  and  kept  by  him  till  wanted. 

The  cost  of  this  dispensary  during  the  four  months  it  has  been  in  existence  is  69/.  16  s.  2d., 
which  includes  the  charge  for  a supply  of  drugs  sufficient  for  the  year.  The  surgeon’s 
salary  and  cost  of  medicines  are  the  principal  items  of  expenditure. 


• Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Baillie,  Curate  of  Craggan.— Rev.  Mr.  Lennav,  p.p.— Jonathan  Smith,  esq. ; and  the 
Medical  Attendant  of  the  institution. 

The  district  for  which  the  Crossmaglen  dispensary  is  intended  contains  about 
inhabitants,  and  is  supposed  to  extend  over  a space  of  15,000  Irish  acres  of  land,  of 
these  13,373  acres  are  arable.  The  district  is  co-extensive  with  the  parish  of  Craggan  in 
which  the  town  of  Crossmaglen  is  situated.  There  are  no  medical  institutions  within  six 
iniles  ; the  medical  attendant  is  not  obliged  to  visit  patients  at  a greater  distance  than  five 
miles  from  the  dispensary,  except  that  subscribers  of  5/.  5 s.  and  upwai’ds  are  entitled  to 
0.5.  D D 4 send 
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send  him  out  of  the  district.  Pereons  who  are  considered  proper  objects  are  never  refused' 
medical  relief  at  the  institution.  The  establishment  of  local  district  hospitals  would  confer- 
a great  benefit  on  the  community,  the  county  infirmary  at  Armagh  being  of  little  or  no 
avail  to  the  poor  in  this  district. 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  one  of  the  entrances  to  the  village,  at  a house  held  at  an  annual 
•rent  of  1 0 <.  1 0 s.,  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  institution ; the  furniture  belongs  to  the  medical- 
attendant  ; it  would  be  much  better,  if  practicable,  that  the  house  were  the  property  of  the- 
charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and 
possesses  a Dublin  midwifery  certificate ; he  resides  at  the  institution,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  June  1833,  previous  to  which  period  he  resided  at  Blarney ; he  has  no  other  ap- 
pointment ; without  the  express  permission  of  the  governors  he  cannot  absent  himself,  but 
is  allowed  to  engage  in  private  practice.  The  days  and  hours  of  his  attendance  are  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays  from  eleven  until  one  o’clock,  when  he  dispenses  the  medicines  himself  ;|his  duty 
is  never  done  by  proxy,  nor  has  he  any  assistant  on  the  spot  to  afford  aid  in  cases  of 
accident. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  officer  is  75  Z.  per  annum,  besides  lodging,  which  consists  of  two. 
hed-rooms,  a kitchen  and  the  use  of  the  board-room ; he  has  not  any  other  perquisite. 

The  grand  jury  now  grant  a sum  equal  to  that  subscribed,  but  it  is  supposed  that  this  is- 
compulsory  on  them. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards ; when  a 
vacancy  occurs  it  is  advertised  in  the  newspapers,  and  the  production  of  testimonials  is  con- 
sidered indispensable  ; for  the  last  vacancy  there  were  four  candidates,  but  there  was  not 
any  notice  sent  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  appointment  which  ensued. 

This  neighbourhood  is  not  capable  of  supporting  a medical  man  independently  of  the  dis- 
pensary, although  there  are  two  resident  in  the  district,  but  they  keep  shops  for  the  sale  of' 
medicines. 

In  case  the  medical  officer  should  exercise  harshness  to  the  patients,  they  can  complain  to 
the  subscribers  from  ■w'hom  they  have  received  their  tickets,  and  they  are  aware  of  this  mode 
of  seeking  redress. 

The  room  is  large  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept,  part  of  it  serving  as  a waiting-room, 
but  it  was  not  found  in  a neat  or  clean  state ; the  medicines,  however,  appear  to  be  of  good 
description  and  in  sufficient  quantity  ; they  are  supplied  by  Messrs.;  Boileau  & George,  and. 
are  ordered  by  the  treasurer,  who  pays  for  them.  They  cost  for  the  year 


£.  s.  d. 

1881 81-11 

1832  30  17  3 

1833  34  12  - 


None  are  ever  sold;  they  are  always  placed  under  the  care  of  the  medical  officer,  who  neither 
sells  nor  furnishes  any  in  his  private  practice.  The  institution  possesses  some  surgical  instru- 
ments, as  an  amputating  case,  stomach  pump  and  cupping  apparatus,  and  they  may  be  con- 
sidered sufficient  for  its  purposes,  the  medical  officer  providing  himself  with  small  pocket 
instruments.  Leeches  are  not  supplied  to  the  patients.  The  instruments  would  be  lent  in 
case  of  emergency. 

There  is  a register  kept  \yhich  distinguishes  the  date  of  admission,  number,  name  of 
patient,  age,  disease,  parish,  townland,  by  whom  recommended,  and  observations ; but  as 
this  register  does  not  contain  the  names  of  all  ■who  receive  medicine,  it  cannot  be  used  as  a 
basis  from  which  to  calculate. 

Those  only  who  have  tickets  are  entitled  to  advice  and  medicine,  but  it  is  customary  to- 
relieve  all  applicants.  Domestic  servants  are  not  to  be  visited,  but  they  may  have  tickets. 
The  abuse  of  persons  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  whose  circumstances  do  not 
require  it  has  been  attempted,  but  is  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible.  There  are  no  poor 
subscribers.  A ticket  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  at 
all  times  sufficient;  the  number  of  tickets  is  limited,  each  subscriber  of  ll.  is.  being  privi- 
leged to  distribute  only  25  advice  and  one  visiting  ticket. 

All  patients  who  apply  at  the  institution  are  supplied  with  advice  and  medicine,  but  those 
only  who  can  procure  a visiting  ticket  ai-e  attended  at  home.  In  case  of  accidents,  such  as 
a fractured  lin'ib,  the  institution  can  provide  splints,  but  neighbouring  practitioners  are  not 
permitted  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  institution.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended 
when  the  patient  is  provided  with  a •visiting  ticket ; there  is  not  any  prescription  book 
kept. 

"Vaccination  is  not  performed  regularly  at  this  dispensary,  and  small-pox  prevailed  a few 
months  previous  to  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners.  The  medical  officer  is  not 
furnished  with  vaccine  matter  for  neighbouring  practitioners,  and  he  would  not  inoculate 
with  small-pox  virus;  he  finds  vaccination  efficacious,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in 
the  operation  is  very  great. 

Neither  wine  or  any  other  extra  is  afforded  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  nor  is  there  in 
the  neighbourhood  any  charity  for  supplying  food,  clothing  or  fuel,  on  which  the  medical 
officer  could  give  an  order  in  behalf  of  the  sick  poor. 

For  the  last  15  months,  since  the  appointment  of  the  present  medical  attendant,  there  has 
not  been  any  meeting  of  managers,  consequently,  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  dispen- 
saiy  has,  during  that  period,  devolved  on  him,  in  conjunction  with  the  treasurer,  and  the 
consequences  are  such  as  might  naturally  be  expected.  The  register  is  so  inaccurately  kept, 
at  least,  the  return  of  sick,  &c.,  said  to  he  founded  on  it,  is  so  little  in  accordance  with  it, 

that 
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tliat  uo  reliance  whatever  can  be  placed  on -it;  and  the  books,  pharmacy  and  other  arrange- 
ments of  the  medical  attendant  have  never  been  inspected  by  iJie  governors. 

Xhe  only  officer  not  medical  acts  as  treasurer,  collector  and  secretary  : there  has  not  oc- 
curred any  instance  of  an  officer  being  suspended  or  removed. 

The  rules  for  the  regulation  of  this  charity  are  printed,  and  a copy  was  exhibited  to  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  but  reports  are  not  printed.  It  is  thought  this  district  would  afford 
a sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation 
into  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  income  arises  from  voluntary  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant,  amounting  for  each 
of  the  three  last  years  as  follows  : — 


Subscriptions 
County  grant 


1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

£.  s.  d. 

£,  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

131  5 - 

j 89  5 - 

73  10  - 

- 

65  - - 

60  - - 

50  - - 

£. 

196  5 - 

j 149  5 - 

123  10  - 

The  continuance  of  this  charity  does  not  depend  on  any  one  family,  nor  is  it  likely  that 
it  will  cease  to  exist ; it  does  not,  however,  possess  any  capital  stock  in  houses,  lands,  &c., 
from  which  an  annual  income  is  derivable. 

The  following  are  the  principal  items  of  expenditure,  which  appear  to  have  been  incurred 
during  the  three  years  preceding  this  examination. 


1831. 

1832. 

1 1833. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Surgeon’s  salary  - - - 

100  - - 

100  - - 

75  - - 

Metiicines  - - - - 

81  - 11 

30  17  Zh 

34  12  - 

Rent  ----- 

10  10  - 

10  10  - 

10  10  - 

Other  expenses  - - - 

, 8 13  5J 

3 5 9 

3 15  10 

£. 

200  4 4J 

144  13  -J 

123  17  10 

Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  Rector  of  the  parish. — Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  Curate  of  the  parish  ; and  the  Aledical 
Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  Forkhill  dispensaiy  district  contains  a population  of  7,081,  and  is  co-extensive  with 
the  parish  of  Forkhill,  comprising  1,260  acres.  The  bulk  of  the  population  which  the 
medical  attendant  is  liable  to  visit  is  within  a radius  of  four  miles  ; but  there  is  a detached 
portion  of  the  district  containing  from  200  t’o  300  inhabitants  to  which  he  is  liable  to  be 
called.  The  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  are  the  Meigh  and  Jonesborough  dispen- 
sary, and  the  medical  charities  at  Dundalk.  There  is  no  instance  in  this  neighbourhood  of 
a dispensary  being  placed  where  there  is  not  an  adequate  population.  No  poor  applicant 
has  been  refused  relief.  It  would  be  more  desirable  to  have  district  hospitals  for  fevers 
and  accidents  than  one  lai-ge  central  hospital.  The  i2ey.  Dr.  Camphell,  Rector  of  the  parish, 
states,  that  he  has  for  the  last  17  years  subscribed  3/.  3 s.  annually  to  the' Armagh  hospital, 
and  has  never  sent  more  than  half  a dozen  patients  to  it. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a neat  small  building,  two  stories  high,  each  story  containing 
one  room ; the  lower  room  appropriated  as  a waiting  room,  the  upper  room  used  as  the 
dispensary  shop.  The  county  hospital  is  of  little  or  no  use  to  the  poor  of  this  remote 
district,  and  the  establishment  of  a small  hospital  with  six  or  eight  beds  would,  without 
materially  adding  to  the  expense,  confer  great  advantage.  This  institution  was  founded  on 
funds  derived  from  the  charitable  bequest  of  a Mr.  Jackson.  This  property,  amounting  to 
1,800  Z.  per  annum,  is  at  present  in  litigation,  so  that  the  good  it  is  calculated  to  do  is  thus 
greatly  restricted.  It  would  be  most  desirable  there  should  be  a building  expressly  for 
dispensary  purposes  belonging  to  the  charities. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  of  this  institution  is  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons in  Dublin;  he  resides  at  the  institution,  and  was  elected  by  the  trustees  in  1825, and 
had  then  just  graduated ; he  also  attends  two  days  in  the  week  at  Ballyniascanlan  dis- 
pensary without  salary.  He  has  private  practice  also.  In  case  of  absence  from  illness  or 
other  cause,  notice  is  given  to  the  trustees.  The  days  and  hours  of  his  attendance  at  this 
dispensary  are  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  from  eleven  to  three  o’clock ; his  duty 
IS  never  done  by  proxy ; he  has  no  pupil  or  assistant ; the  medicines  are  dispensed  by 
himself. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  officer  is  50  Z.  per  annum,  paid  from  the  general  fund,  and 
a house  rent  free ; but  without  any  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance. 
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Ulster. 
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Payment. 
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The  medical  officers  of  this  dispensary  are  appointed  by  the  trustees  of  the  Forkhill  estate 
charity.  Testimonials  are  required  from  candidates.  There  is  no  other  medical  gentleman 
residing  in  this  district. 

The  patients,  if  neglected  or  treated  harshly,  can  complain  to  the  rector  of  the  parish, 
and  that  mode  of  redress  is  known  to  them. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  and  conveniently  arranged ; the 
medicines  are  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient  quantity,  with  an  adequate  supply  of  the 
more  delicate  kinds ; they  are  purchased  of  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  at  the  requisition  of 
the  medical  attendant;  they  cost  about  40/.  10  s.  per  annum.  1,474  sick  poor  were  relieved 
during  the  last  12  months.  The  expense  of  medicine  per  head  annuallyis  about  Q^d..  The 
medical  attendant  does  not  keep  medicine  for  private  practice.  Leeches  are  furnished  to 
the  patients  fi-om  the  funds. 

A quarterly  register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  number,  the  name,  the  age,  residence, 
disease,  date  of  admission,  date  of  discha^e,  result,  obseiwations,  &c.  The  medicine  pre- 
scribed is  entered  in  a separate  book.  There  were  20  patients  at  the  dispensary  when 
visited  ; the  day  previous  there  were  10. 

Any  person  who  chooses  to  apply  has  advice  and  relief  gratis ; but  none  of  the  subscribers 
are  attended  gratis.  No  order  or  ticket  is  required.  When  the  case  is  too  bad  to  admit  of 
the  patient  attending  at  the  dispensary,  the  medical  attendant  is  required  to  visit  at  any  part 
of  the  district,  and  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  Whenever  accidents  or  fractures  occur, 
the  institution  provides  splints,  bandages,  &c.  No  neighbouring  practitioners  are  authorized 
to  have  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  dispensai-y.  Lying-in  cases  are  generally  attended  by 
midwives ; there  are  some  experienced  women  in  the  disti-ict,  and  accidents  do  not  often 
happen,  but  the  medical  attendant  is  expected  to  attend  all  difficult  cases  of  parturition. 
The  medical  attendant  vaccinates  all  that  apply ; he  also  gives  vaccine  matter  frequently  to 
neighbouring  practitioners,  but  he  does  not,  nor  would  he  inoculate  with  small-^ox  virus. 
Vaccination  is  found  very  efficacious,  and  the  poor  have  great  confidence  in  it.  bmall-pox 
has  not  been  frequent. 

Wine  and  other  extras  are  furnished  to  the  sick  poor  from  the  funds  ; in  fact  every  thing 
necessary  to  recover  a patient.  Tliere  is  also  a charity  in  the  neighbourhood  on  which 
the  medical  attendant  can  give  an  order  for  a supply  of_  food,  fuel  and  clothing. 

There  is  no  intern  accommodation,  but  the  want  of  it  is  so  great  and  so  much  felt  that 
the  medical  attendant  has  taken  patients  into  his  residence  at  his  own  expense. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  a board  of  15  governors,  who  are  likewise  the 
trustees  of  the  Forkhill  estate  charity.  The  medicine,  simp,  books,  &c.  are  frequently  in- 
spected by  the  resident  trustees,  and  by  the  others  occasionally.  There  is  not  any  com- 
mittee or  board  of  superintendence  constituted  by  the  grand  jury. 

There  are  not  any  non-medical  officers  attached  to  this  institution,  its  funds  and  accounts 
being  managed  by  the  Forkhill  charity  trustees. 

Reports  are  made  quarterly  by  the  medical  officer  to  the  above  named  trustees  in  fixed 
form,  which  specifies  the  townlands  of  the  district,  the  description  and  number  of  diseases 
treated,  &c.  %ie  gentlemen  present  at  this  examination  think  it  probable  that  a sufficient 
number  of  persons  could  be  found  in  this  district  qualified  and  willing  to  investigate  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  but  there  is  by  no  means  any  considerable  number  of  persons  so 
qualified. 

The  funds  are  derived  from  subsciiptions  and  county  grants ; the  subscriptions  for  the  year 
ending  1st  July  1834  were  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

From,  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Jackson’s  estate  -■  - - - 70  - - 

Rev.  Dr.  Campbell  (annual)  - - - - - - - 5-  - 

Major  Turner  Macan  ------  -6-- 

Messrs.  Boileau  & George  - - - - - - -2-2- 


£.82  2 - 


The  income  for  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows : — 

£.  s.  d. 

1832:  Subscriptions  from  same  sources  - - - - - 84  2- 

Grant  from  County  - - - - - - -50-- 


£.  134  2 - 


£.  s.  d. 

1833 ; Subscriptions  from  same  sources  - - - - - 84  2- 

Grant  from  County  - - - - -60-- 


£.  144  2 - 


£.  s.  d. 

1834:  Subscriptions  fi-om  same  sources  - - - - - 82  2- 

Grant  from  County  - - - - - - - 822- 


£.164  4 - 


The 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND.  211 


The  charity  possesses  no  funded  or  other  property  or  stock  from  which  an  annual  income 

is  derivable. 

All  the  funds  are  in  the  hands  of  the  chanty  trustees.  . 

The  principal  heads  of  expenditure  are  for  surgeon’s  salary  and  medicines.  The  items 
for  the  last  years  were  in  or  about  as  follows  : — 


Annual])'. 

£.  s.  d. 

Salary  of  Surgeon  - - - - - - - -50-- 

Rent  of  dispensary  - - - - - - 22- 

Rent  of  Surgeon’s  house  - - - - - --IOI0- 

Amount  of  medicines,  about  - - - - - -40  10- 

Repairs,  say  ----------4-- 

Other  expenses,  carriage,  &c.  - i 

Attendance,  trusses,  leeches,  &c.  I-  - - - - - 3 10- 

Extra  services  of  Surgeon  - J 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Blacker,  Rector  of  the  parish. — Rev.  Mr.  Millar,  Curate. — Mr.  James  Alexander 
Kidd  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  tlie  Institution. 

The  district  of  the  Ready  dispensary  includes  the  parishes  of  Ready,  Derrynoose  and 
Anuaghbraig,  but  the  amount  of  population  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  medical 
attendant  is  not  obliged  to  visit  beyond  a distance  of  five  miles,  and  within  a distance  of 
six  there  is  not  any  medical  institution.  The  dispensaries  in  the  county  are  not  considered 
too  few ; and  there  was  not  any  place  in  the  coimty  mentioned  whei’e  there  is  a large  popu- 
lation without  a dispensary.  At  this  institution  no  poor  patient  who  is  a proper  object  for 
relief  is  ever  refused  advice  and  medicine  ; the  want  of  intern  accommodation  has  been  so 
much  felt,  that  a building  is  about  to  be'provided  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  accidents  or 
diseases  not  considered  contagious:  cholera  and  fevers  are  not  to  be  admitted. 

At  present  the  dispensary  medicines  are  kept  in  a small  dark  closet  behind  the  medical 
attendant’s  own  shop  ; but,  as  before  stated,  there  has  been  a building  provided  which  is 
conveniently  situated,  and  is  to  be  immediately  altered  ; it  is  to  comprise-  a dispensary  shop 
and  two  small  wards  containing  two  beds  each ; the  expense  to  be  defrayed  partly  from  the 
dispensaiy  funds  and  partly  by  a gift  of  30?.  from  the  medical  attendant,  being  half  the 
amount  of  his  salary. 

The  county  hospital  at  Armagh,  although  not  beyond  six  miles  distant,  is  found  to  be  of 
little  or  no  benefit  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  this  plac6,  yet  all  the  fines  levied  at  petty 
sessions  at  Ready  are  by  Act  of  Parliament  appropriated  'to  the  uses  of  the  Armagh 
hospital ; but  there  being  now  a small  local  hospital  at  home,  this  fund,  it  is  considered, 
could  be  very  advantageously  applied  to  its  purposes,  the  amount  being-annually  about  23 1. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University,  and  a surgeon,  of 
Glasgow  ; he  resides  near  the  institution,  to  whicli  he  was  first  appointed  in  1819;  he  resigned 
in  1833,  but  allowed  liimself  to  be  re-elected  in  the  following  year;  he  has  not  any  other  ap- 
pointment ; should  he  be  absent  through  illness  or  otherwise,  there  is  not  any  rule  as  to 
supplying  a temporaiy  substitute,  and  he  is  allowed  to  pursue  his  private  practice  ; the  days 
of  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  from  10  till  2 o’clock. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  varies  in  inverse  ratio  of  the  other  "dispensary 
expenses,  but  he  has  no  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  expenses ; he  received  60 1.  for  the 
year  1833. 

In  case  of  vacancy  notice  is  given  in  the  newspapers,  and  testimonials  from  each  candidate 
are  considered  indispensable  ; on  the  occasion  of  the  last  election  14  candidates  presented 
themselves.  This  neighbourhood  is  capable  of  supporting  medical  men  independently  of  the 
dispensary,  and  there  are  two  resident  m the  town. 

Should  the  medical  officer  be  harsh  to  or  neglect  the  patients,  complaint  can  be  made  to 
the  giver  of  the  ticket,  and  of  this  fact  the  poor  are  aware. 

The  medicines  ai-e  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Dublin,  the  character  of  the  medical 
officer  furnishing  tlie  only  guarantee  that  they  are  not  subsequently  changed  and  inferior 
ones  substituted.  The  medicines  cost  in 


£.  d. 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - - 24  16  5 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - - 31  18  7 

1834  - - - - - - - - - - - 16  - 11| 


le  stock  is  placed  under  the  care  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  it  is  not  permitted  that 
any  should  be  sold  ; those  used  by  the  medical  attendant  in  his  private  pi-actice  are  kept  in 
ns  own  house,  and  those  belonging  to  tlie  dispensary  are  in  a room  behind  his  shop,  but 
Th  ^ ^ temporary  arrangement  until  the  new  shop  is  prepared. 

Here  is  no  register  kept  which  is  of  any  value,  nor  any  document  by  which  tlie  number 

Patients  relieved,  &c.  could  be  ascertained. 

• ^PP,ty  get  relief,  and  it  is  understood  that  tickets  should  not  be  absolutely  re- 
quired ; domestic  servants  seldom  have  tickets,  and  the  abuse  of  persons  whose  circum- 
ances  do  not  require  it  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  is  not  supposed  to  exist 
E E 2 to 
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to  any  great  extent.  An  order  is  not  on  all  occasions  required,  but  when  tickets  are  given  the 
signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient  to  each,  and  the  number  each  subscriber  has  privilege 
to  distribute  is  unlimited. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary  on  two  days  in  the  week,  and  the  medical 
attendant  is  liable  to  be  called  to  any  part  of  the  district  to  visit  a sick  patient  by  day  or 
night.  In  cases  of  accident,  such  as  a fractured  limb,  calico  for  bandages  is  furnished  by 
the  dispensary.  There  is  not  any  neighbouring  practitioner  authorized  to  have  his  pre- 
scriptions made  up  at  the  dispensary.  Difficult  lying-in  cases  only  are  attended  from  the 
dispensary  by  the  medical  attendant ; the  very  poor  women  are  attended  by  midwives,  and 
accidents  are  seldom  known  to  occur.  The  prescriptions  are  not  kept  or  entered  in  any 
book.  Vaccine  matter  is  always  to  be  had  at  the  dispensary,  where  vaccination  is  also  per- 
formed, and  the  results  have  been 'favourable,  but  there  is  not  any  rule  as  to  the  medical 
officer  inoculating  with  small-pdx  matter  ; he  has,  however,  cases  of  small-pox  after  vacci- 
nation, but  not  severe ; however,  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  operation  is  pretty  good, 
and  small-pox  is  not  now  known  in  the  district. 

Some  few  extras  are  allowed,  such  as  flannel  and  calico,  for  accidents.  In  the  year  1834 
there  was  bl.  expended  on  flannel,  and  this  is  not  yet  used,  besides  2Z.  9^.  for  calico.  In 
this  neighbourhood  there  is  not  any  institution  on  which  an  order  could  be  given  to  the  sick 
poor  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  charity  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of  a 
guinea  and  upwards ; there  is  generally  one  meeting  in  the  year,  but  the  subscribers  seem  to 
pay  but  little  attention : minutes  are  said  to  be  kept  of  these  meetings ; however,  the  book 
could  not  be  found.  The  management  seems  to  be  lodged  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
medical  attendant. 

Tlie  treasurer,  who  is  likewise  collector  and  secretary,  is  the  only  non-medical  officer. 

The  reports  are  made  up  annually,  but  the  minutes  there  entered  are  so  inaccurate  that 
they  cannot  be  taken  as  an  authority,  and  in  short  are  of  no  sort  of  use.  This  district  affords 
a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the 
wants  of  the  poor. 

The  receipts  are  derived  from  subscriptions  and  county  grants.  It  is  understood  to  have 
been  decided  by  the  twelve  judges  that  the  grand  jury  are  bound  to  grant  a sum  equal  to 
the  sum  subscnbed. 

The  charity  does  not  depend  on  any  one  subscriber,  and  its  existence  is  not  likely  to 
cease,  although  it  possesses  no  capital  stock  in  houses,  lands,  &c.  belonging  to  the  institu- 
tion from  which  anyannual  income  is  derived. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

The  subjoined  particulars  of  account  are  extracted  from  the  printed  reports  of  this  charity 
for  the  years  ending  respectively  on  1 July  1833  and  1834. 


£. 

Amount  of  Subscriptions  for  last  year  50  : 
Additional  SubscriptionsafterPreseni-Tj 
ment  was  granted  ~ ~ ^ 

County  Grant  - - - - 25  5 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer  - - 3 ii 


1 8 3 3. 

d. 


£.  s. 
I 10 


Balance  due  to  Treasurer 
Medicines  - - - - - 31  6 

Rent  of  Dispensary  - - - 4 IQ 

Salary  to  present  Medical  Attendant  30  - 
Ditto  to  previous  Medical  Attendant  15  - 
Sundries  . - - - - 8 i 


County  Grant  - 


£.  90 

10  1 

£.  90 

10 

> 

1 

8 3 4. 

£. 

1 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer  from  last"!  _ 

- 

year  ----- 

' 55 

Messrs.  Leslie  for  Medicines 

14 

19 

Salary  to  late  Medical  Attendant  - 

30 

- 

- 

/ 

Salary  to  present  Medical  Attendant 

30 

- 

- 

Sundries  ----- 

17 

15 

96 

5 

4i 

/ 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  - 

16 

5 

7i 

/£.  1 1 2 

11  - 

11 

Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Lovghgall  The  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

Dispensary. 

The  greatest  distance  to  which  the  district  of  this  dispensaiy  extends,  and  at  which  the 

Population  and  medical  attendant  is  liable  to  visit,  is  seven  miles,  and,  within  the  district,  there  is  no 
Extent  of  Country,  other  medical  institution  ; within  six  miles  are  the  medical  charities  at  Armagh,  and  the 
Blackwater  and  Seagoe  dispensaries.  These  are  considered  to  be  insufficient  for  the 
for  nhich  they  are  intended,  and  new  ones  are  accordingly  about  to  be 
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medical  officer  thinks  that,  with  a population  similar  in  number  to  that  existing  in  this  district,  Dispensaries. 

a radius  of  two  miles  is  as  great  an  extent  as  one  medical  man  can  possibly  attend  to  ; and  

that  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to  attach  wards  for  fevers  and  accidents  to  each  dispensaiy.  Ulster. 

There  is  a dispensary  at  Rich-hill,  but  at  present  it  is  not  available,  the  medical  attendant  County  Armagh, 
having  been  dismissed ; consequently,  the  poor  in  that  neighbourhood  now  apply  at  Louglighl.  ^ 

The  house  in  which  the  dispensary  is  held  is  a suitable  and  convenient  building,  and  the  sir  D.  Bsut)-.  d. 
room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  commodious  ; there  is  also  a waiting  room  for  the  J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.i>. 

oatients  but  without  furniture.  About  one  acre  of  ground  is  attached  to  the  house  as  a 

garden.^  These  premises  are  held  on  lease  at  an  annual  rent  of  12Z.  ^ughgall 

® The  sole  medical  attendant  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  Dispensary, 
about  35  years  of  age,  who  obtained  a midwifery  certificate  from  the  Dublin  lying-in  hospital ; ^ 

he  resides  at  the  dispensary,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1827  by  election  of  the  governors;  Medical  Officers, 
he  now  holds  no  other  situation,  hut  had,  previous  to  his  election,  been  attached  to  the  Phce- 
iiix  Asylum,  Dublin,  and  is  now  engaged  in  private  practice. 

There  is  no  bye-law  or  regulation  with  regard  to  providing  a substitute  in  case  of  the 
medical  attendant’s  illness  or  tenmorary  absence.  The  days  and  hours  of  his  attendance 
at  this  dispensary  are  Friday  and  Monday  from  ten  till  three  o’clock,  and  every  other  morn- 
ino-  till  ten  o’clock.  The  duty  is  not  done  by  proxy.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the 
medical  officer,  and  there  is  not  any  pupil  or  other  person  to  attend  to  the  dispensary. 

The  medical  officer  is  paid  50Z.-as  salary  and  2s.  Qd.  additional  for  visiting  at  a distance  Payment, 
exceedino'  two  mdes.  When  the  surgeon  is  required  to  visit  a patient,  a ticket,  according  to 
a particular  form,  must  be  procured,  and  certain  conditions,  specified  in  print  on  the  ticket, 
as  follows,  must  be  complied  witli : “No  patient  can  be  visited  by  the  surgeon  unless  6 d.  be 
paid  to  the  institution  before  each  visiting  ticket  is  given.  If  the  distance  should  exceed 
two  miles  from  the  dispensary,  Is.  will  be  required.  If  the  distance  exceed  four  miles,  it  shall 
be  optional  with  the  surgeon  to  attend  the  call  or  not ; and  he  shall  be  entitled  to  demand 
1 s.  additional  for  every  mile  exceeding  that  distance.  WIren  the  surgeon  is  called  to  attend 
a midwifery  case,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  3 s.  Qd.  from  the  person  who  requhes  his 
attendance.”  But  these  additional  siuns  are  never  to  exceed  30?. ; {in  report  22?.  10  s.)  The 
medical  attendant  has  in  addition  the  house,  w’ith  a good  garden,  rent  free. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  governors.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy  an  Election, 
advertisement  was  put  into  the  public  papers  for  candidates,  and  testimonials  were  considered 
indi^ensable.  ' 

*The  medicines  are  kept  in  a properly  arranged  room,  and  tlie  bottles  and  draw’ers  Pharmacy, 
appeared  in  proper  order.  The  medicines  are  of  good  quality,  but  not  in  very  great 
abundance  ; it  was  however  stated  that  a quantity  had  been  ordered  and  was  daily  expected. 

The  more  delicate  kinds  ai-e  kept,  as  quinine,  &c.  They  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau 
k George,  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  ; 
none  are  ever  sold.  They  are  placed  under  the  care  of  the  medical  officer,  who  does  not 
fomish  medicines  in  his  private  practice,  and  possesses  therefore  no  stock  pf  his  own. 

The  medicines  for  the  year  ending— 

£.  s.  d. 

On  the  1st  June  1832  cost  - - - - 90  14  Ij 

— 1833  -----  130  19  - 

— 1834  - - - - - 46  15 

3)  267  8 10 


Average  - - - 89  2 11  § 


The  numbers  relieved  for  the  same  period,  were  for — 


1832  - --  --  --  --  2,282 

1833  - --  - 2,430 

1834  - - 4,325 

3)  9,037 

Averaging  very  nearly  - - - 3,046  per  annum. 


These  numbers  show  that  the  average  expense  of  each  patient,  in  medicine  (including 
wine)  is  a fraction  more  than  Id.  a year.  A similar  calculation  for  the  three  previous 
years  gives  an  average  of  7 J d.  per  head. 

A register  is  carefully  kept  and  cheeked  by  the  governors,  which  distinguishes  the  date  of  patients' Regis- 
admission,  age  and  name  of  the  patient,  disease,  recommender,  the  townland,  and  number  tration, 
of  visits  paid.  Eighty-two  midwifery  cases  appear  by  the  reports  to  have  been  attended 
within  the  last  three  years.' 

Any 


Although  the  medicines  are  in  the  main  bought  of  some  well  known  druggist  in  Dublin  or  Belfast, 
yet  there  appear  in  each  year’s  account,  various  items  for  spirits,  lard,  salts  and  other  medicines, 
amounting  to  10  1.  or  12  ?,  purchased  from  time  to  time  from  neighbouring  dealers.  Moreover  it  was 
slated  that  spirits  were  procured  to  make  tinctures  on  an  emergency,  and  yet  it  takes  fourteen  days  to 
prepare  tinctures. 
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Any  poor  person,  including  servants  of  subscribers,  is  entitled  to  relief,  if  tliey  procure 
tickets,  to  which  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient,  and  no  limitation  exists  to  the 
number  each  subscriber  is  authorized  to  give.  A ticket  remains  in  force  for  thi-ee  months 
from  the  date  of  its  issue,  but  must  be  renewed  then.  The  tickets  are  regularly  filed,  and 
the  register  checked  by  the  governors.  The  abuse  of  the  charity  caused  by  persons  gettino- 
advice  or  medicine,  who  are  able  to  pay  for  it,  seldom,  if  ever,  occurs. 

Patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary;  and  if  too  ill  to  attend  there,  are  visited  at  their  homes 
on  sending  the  proper  ticket ; and  on  the  condition  already  stated,  attendance,  if  necessary’ 
would  be  afforded  at  night.  If  an  accident  or  fracture  should  occur-,  the  institution  is  pro’ 
vided  with  splints,  bandages,  &c.  to  render  immediate  assistance.  Difficult  lying-in  cases 
only  are  attended ; poor  women  are  generally  attended  by  unskilful  midwives,  and  conse. 
quent  loss  of  life  sometimes  occur.  There  is  no  prescription-book  kept,  nor  can  any  neigh- 
bouring  practitioner  have  prescriptions  compounded  at  this  dispensary.  The  medical 
attendant  does  not  distribute  vaccine  matter  to  neighbouring  surgeons ; but  he  vaccinates  all 
children  brought,  on  1 s.  for  each  being  deposited  to  msui-e  the  return  of  the  child. 
Vaccination  is  found  efficacious,  and  small-pox  seldom  occurs;  but  it  has  been  more 
prevalent  this  year  than  for  many  years  before : the  poor  have  gTeat  confidence  in  the 
efficacy  of  the  operation. 

Certain  extras,  as  wine,  &c.  are  occasionally  furnished  to  the  patients,  and  flannel  afforded 
from  the  funds  of  this  chanty.  Trusses  are  also  sometimes  given  away,  and  sometimes  sold 
at  reduced  prices.  But  there  is  no  charity  in  the  neighbourhood  on  which  an  order  can  be 
given  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

Tlie  management  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards ; but  there  is  not 
any  officer  or  other  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  The  fixed  meetings  of  the 
governors  take  place  quarterly,  at  which  eight  or  ten  generally  attend,  and  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  are  kept.  [The  treasurer  was  absent  when  the  dispensary  was  visited  by  the 
Assistant  Commissioners ; but  afterwards  stated  to  them,  that  he  had  great  difficulty  in  getting 
any  of  the  subscribers  to  attend  the  meeting.] 

There  is  not  any  managing  committee  appointed  for  this  institution. 

The  Rector  of  the  parish  is  collector  and  treasurer,  and  the  only  non-medical  officer.  Tliere 
are  no  printed  byerlaws  for  regulating  the  election  of  officers. 

* An  account  of  the  yearly  receipts  and  expenditure,  with  a list  of  the  subscriptions,  is 
added  to  the  reports  printed,  and  distributed  among  the  subscribers. 

This  is  a populous  and  wealthy  neighbourhood,  with  many  resident  gentry,  and  if  the 
system  of  dispensary  relief  should  he  hereafter  extended,  it  would  afford  a sufficient  number  ' 
of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the 
poor.  It  was  stated  by  the  treasm-er,  that  there  were  in  this  disti-ict  many  poor  persons 
residing  on  large  properties,  the  owners  of  which  did  not  contribute  to  the  funds  of  this 
charity,  and  that  he  did  not  feel  sure  that  he  could  justly  refuse  a dispensary  ticket  to  such 
poor,  as  part  of  the  funds  was  contributed  by  the  county. 

The  income  arises  from  the  subscriptions  and  county  grant,  and  does  not  depend  on  the 
bounty  of  any  one  or  two  subscribers.  Its  existence,  although  it  does  not  possess  any 
capital  or  other  property  from  which  a permanent  income  is  derivable,  cannot  be  considered 
precarious. 

Reports  of  the  income  and  expenditui-e  of  this  and  the  Richhill  dispensaries  united  in  one 
statement  of  account  are  annually  made  ; from  which  the  following  particulars  are  taken,  for 
the  year  ending  1st  June  : — 

18  32. 


£. 

S; 

d. 

Subscriptions  - . - 

• 120 

17 

1i 

Cash  received  for  visits 

■ 24 

7 

3 

County  Grant  - 

- 63 

7 

£.  qo8 

11 

10^ 

Balance  - 

- - 18 

17 

' 8 

£.  227 

9 

6^ 

£.  ,T.  (1. 

Balance  due  Treasurer  on  last  Account  —17  1 
Medicines  for  this  and  the  Richhill 
Dispensary  - - - - 

Surgeons’  Salaries  at  both  Institu- 
tions, with  allowance  for  visits  - 

Rent  - 12-- 

Flannel,  &c.  - - - - - 219! 

Repairs,  Printing  and  other  sundries  - 19  6 7 


£.  227  9 


•87  7 10 
•105  16  3 


'■  It  appears  on  examining  two  or  three  of  the  annual  reports,  that  the  medical  attendant,  in  drawing 
them  up,  reckoned  large  numbers  of  sick  poor  twice  over,  by  adding  to  the  “ total”  of  each  year  those 
“ remaining  on  books”  at  the  period  of  the  previous  report,  and  were  consequently  enumerated  then. 
Of  those  counted  twice,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  observed  the  following: 


In  the  1 5th  Report,  dated  June  1832 

- 634 

16th  — July  1833  - 

- 714 

17th  — July  1834  - 

- 794 
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Subscriptions 
County  Grant 
Cash  received  for  visits  - 
A Fine  - 
Cash  received  for  three  I 
at  reduced  prices 


Subscriptions 
County  Grant 
deceived  for  visits 


£. 

s. 

i. 

- 110 

19 

- 100 

- 

— 

- 15 

11 

- 

- 

5 

— 

soldi 

•9 

\ 1 

£.  227 

5 

T6 

17 

3 

£.  301 

9h 

1 8 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 107 

- 

~ 

- 60 

— 

— 

- 16 

15 

6 

183 

15 

6 

- - fi5 

8 

4 

249 

■3 

10 

£.  s.  (f. 
i8  17  8 
117  17  11 


Balance  due  Treasurer  - 
Medicines  - 
Carriage  of  ditto  - 
Salaries,  with  allowances  for  visits  - 104  1 
Rent  - - - - -12- 

Building  a Stable  - - • - 25  13 

Wine  and  Spirits  - - - - 7 10 

Flannel  - - - - - 2 7 

Printing  and  other  sundries  - - lO  6 


Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 

County  Armagh. 

Examinations  (alien  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,M.  j>, 

Lovghgall 

Dispensary:. 


£.  301 


£.  i.  d. 

Balance  due  to  Treasurer  - - 73  '17  3 

Subscription  to  Cow-pock  Institution  11  — 

Salaries,  with  allowances  for  visits  - 104  11  3 
Medicines,  and  Carriage  - - 39  7 

Rent  - - - - - -12-- 

Wine  - - - - - 52- 

34  yards  Flannel  - - - -1183 

.Sundries  - - - - -116 


£.  249 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Charles  Brownlow,  esq. — William  John  H.'INdcock,  esq. — Rev.  Holt  Waring,  Rector. — Dispensary. 

Rev.  'William  Kent,  Curate. — Rev.  Mr,  0‘Brien,  p.p. — Mr.  Trail  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  — 

of  the  Institution. 

*This  dispensary  district  extends  over  the  whole  parish  of  Shankhill,  part  of  the  parishes  Extent^of"countrv 
of  Seagoe  and  Maralin,  containing  together  a population  of  about  9,700  in  the  county  of  " 

ArmagTi,  and  about  1,000  in  the  county  of  Down.  These  limits  comprise  on  an  average  two 
miles  roQnd  the  town  of  Lurgan.  If  medical  charities  throughout  the  country  are  desirable, 
the  mode  of  allocating  might  be  greatly  improved. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a room  adjoining,  and  opening  out  of  the  medical  attendant’s  Building  Furniture 
residence,  for  which  no  rent  is  allowed.  The  furniture,  bottles  for  drugs,  drawers,  &c.  all  Grounds 
belong  to  the  medical  attendant.  There  is  no  waiting  room,  and  very  little  space  in  the 
shop  for  the  patients  to  stand  in.  As  a general  principle,  it  would  he  preferable  that  dis- 
pensaiy  buildings  and  appointments  should  be  the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer,  a gentleman  of  about  33  years  of  age,  is  a graduate  in  mddicine  Medical  Oflicer. 
of  tlie  University  of  Edinburg,  and  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London, 
who  also  posseses  a midwifery  certificate  from  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Edinburgh ; he  resides  in 
the  house  where  the  dispensary  is  held;  he  was  appointed  in  1832,  by  election,  having  pre- 
viously been  living  at  Bangor,  in  the  county  of  Down ; he  holds  no  other  appointment. 

The  days  for  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays, 
but  he  is  in  the  habit  of  seeing  dispensary  patients  daily,  and  visiting  them  at  their  own 
homes.  He  is  allowed  to  engage  in  private  practice.  There  is  no  rule  as  to  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  a substitute,  in  ease  of  his  absence  or  illness,  but  hitherto  he  has  not  absented 
himself.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant  in  person;  he  has  no 
assistant  constantly  on  the  spot  to  afford  aid  in  case  of  sudden  accident,  &c. 

The  medical  officer  receives  60 1.  per  annum  from  the  general  funds  of  the  charity,  without  Payment, 
any  perquisites  or  allowances  whatever.  If  the  committee  or  subscribers  authorized  salaries 
or  allowances  higher  than  requisite  to  procm’e  efficient  medical  attendance,  the  grand  jury 
can  control  such,  by  refusing  or  diminishing  the  grant. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards.  In  case  of  Election, 
vacancy,  notice  is  given  in  the  newspapers,  and  care  taken  to  insure  competition.  Testi- 
monials are  considered  indispensable  to  candidates  ; there  were  five  candidates  at  the  last 
election;  the  conditions  for  voting  were  acted  up  to;  at  present  there  are  five  medical 
gentlemen  residing  in  the  town,  eligible,  to  the  dispensary  appointment.  If  the  medical 
officer  should  be  inattentive  or  harsh  to  the  patients,  they  can,  without  fear,  complain  to 
any  subscriber,  and  are  aware  that  this  privilege  exists. 

The 


A dispensary  had  existed  here  since  1804,  of  which  a Dr.  Miller  was  the  medical  officer,  and 
through  his  care  and  that  of  the  treasurer  the  funds  had  accumulated  in  1820  up  to  600 1.  At  that 
period  subscribers  all  discontinued  their  contributions,  so  that  Dr.  Miller’s  salary  of  40  1.  per  annum 
was  paid  up  to  1832  out  of  the  capital,  which  then  became  reduced  to  30 1. ; Dr.  Miller  then  resigned  ; 
the  dispensary  was  recognized  in  its  present  state,  and  the  present  physician  elected. 
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The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged ; the  medicines 
are  ample  in  quantity  and  of  good  quality,  including  a sufficient  supply  of  the  more 
delicate  and  expensive  descriptions.  The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Wolkington,  of 
Belfast,  to  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer.  A contract 
was  entered  into  for  one  year  with  an  apothecary  in  the  town,  to  compound  the  medical 
attendant’s  prescriptions  at  10  per  cent,  above  prime  cost,  but  it  was, soon  found  that  the 
expense  of  this  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  ruinous  to  the  institution.  The  medicines 
cost  the  year  ending  £ s d 


November  1833  - - - - - - - - 63  -- 

DittO  1834  - - - - - - - - 52  19  2 


The  medical  attendant  of  the  institution  does  not  keep  any  medicines  for  private  practice. 
There  are  neither  surgical  instruments,  or  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions  belonging  to 
the  institution.  Leeches  are  not  supplied  to  the  patients. 

A register  is  kept  of  those  patients  only  who  are  reccommended,  which  register  distin- 

Suishes  the  date,  name  of  patient,  disease,  recommender  and  number,  and  for  the  last  year 
le  i-esidences  are  stated.  This  register  is  kept  in  a slovenly  manner;  tickets  are  not 
demanded,  and  if  presented  are  not  filed.  Persons  who  are  fit  obj  ects  are  never  refused  medi- 
cine or  advice,  whether,  vrith  or  without  a ticket,  not  even  strangers.  There  were  three  new 
cases  at  the  dispensary  when  visited,  and  eight  or  nine  the  last  dispensing  day.  For  the 
last  three  years,  but  one  case  of  midwifery  (a  difficult  one)  has  been  attended. 

One  of  the  rules  specifies  that  no  assistance  should  be  given  without  recommendation, 
but  this  is  not  attended  to.  Domestic  servants  of  subscribers  get  tickets.  Persons  able  to 
pay  for  advice  have  attempted  to  impose  on  the  charity,  but  such  abuse  is  guarded  against 
as  far  as  possible.  The  attempt  to  swell  a fictitious  subscription  list,  so  as  to  obtain  a 
larger  grant  from  the  grand  jury,  has  never  been  knowir  in  this  county.  The  number  of 
tickets  wliich  each  subscriber  can  issue  is  limited  to  20  for  one  guinea,  but  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction between  a ticket  for  medicine  and  advice  merely,  and  one  for  a visit ; one  signature 
to  each  ticket  is  sufficient.  The  number  of  tickets  allowed  each  subscriber  has  been  found 
sufficient,  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  tickets  have  not  been  always  required. 

Patients  are  attended  to  at  the  dispensary,  and  when  illness  prevents  their  coming  there, 
are  visited  at  their  houses  in  any  part  of  the  district,  and  in  the  day-time,  but  not  at  night, 
except  in  extreme  cases.  When  fractures  or  accidents  occur,  the  institution  supplies  splints, 
fracture-boxes,  bandages,  &c.  &c.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended  from  the  di^ensary  on 
a ticket  of  recommendation,  and  on  payment  of  105.  Qd.  by  the  recommender  for  each  case. 
Poor  women  are  for  the  most  part  attended  by  midwives,  and  accidents  are  seldom  heard 
of.  No  medical  practitioner  can  have  his  prescriptions  compounded  at  this  dispensaiy. 
There  is  no  rule  or  stipulation  regarding  vaccination.  It  has  not  been  hitherto  performed  at 
the  dispensary  ; the  medical  attendant  has  a good  opinion  of  it,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
poor  is  great ; but  small-pox  has  been  and  is  at  present  prevalent  in  the  district ; several  died 
of  that  disease  during  last  summer.  The  medical  attendant  would  not  inoculate  with  small- 
pox matter. 

Wine  or  such  other  extras  are  not  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds,  but  a sum  of 
money  is  placed,  by  an  affluent  and  charitable  individual,  at  the  medical  attendant’s  disposal 
for  such  purposes. 

The  geneml  management  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards.  The 
medical  officer  is  a governor,  but  has  never  voted,  nor  has  the  institution  been  essentially 
under  his  management.  No  person  can  be  in  the  principal  direction  merely  ex  officio.  The 
fixed  meetings  occur  once  in  the  year ; five  is  the  general  number  who  attend  them.  Ladies 
are  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy  at  the  meetings,  and  minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept. 

The  managing  committee  consist  of  12,  who  meet  quarterly,  and  minutes  of  their, meetings 
are  recorded.  The  governors  are  not  veiy  attentive  to  the  concerns  of  this  charity. 

The  officers  non-medical  are,  the  treasurer,  collector  and  secretary,  now  united  in  one 
person,  who  acts  gratuitously.  No  instance  has  occurred  of  any  officer  being  suspended  or- 
removed.  The  following  are  the  principal  rules  established  for  the  guidance  of  the  affairs  of 
this  charity,  being  in  the  fonn  of  Resolutions  passed  at  a meeting  of  the  Subscribers,  at  the 
period  of  the  re-establishment  of  the  institution  after  the  resignation  of  the  late  medical 
attendant : — 

1st.  That  for  each  guinea  subscribed  annually  to  the  Lurgan  dispensary,  the  sub- 
scriber shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote. 

2d.  That  the  limits  of  the  district  to  be  supplied  with  medicines  from  the  Lurgan 
dispensary,  and  to  be  visited  by  the  medical  attendant,  shall  include  the  parish  of 
Shankhill  and  as  much  of  the  parishes  of  Seagoe  and  Maralin  as  are  within  the  manor 
of  Brownlowsderry. 

3d.  That  the  dispensary  doctor  will  be  required  to  visit  and  prescribe  for  the  sick 
paupers  resident  in  the  limits  of  the  above  district. 

4th.  That  the  doctor  shall  be  continued  in  charge  of  the  dispensary  during  the  plea- 
sure of  the  subscribers. 

5th.  That  no  medical  gentleman  shall  be  appointed  to,  or  continued  in  charge  of  tiie 
dispensary,  who  shall  compound  medicines  for  sale  in  the  town  of  Lurgan. 

6th.  That  the  candidates  for  the  situation  of  doctor  to  the  Lurgan  dispensary,  now 
vacant,  shall  produce  proper  certificates  and  testimonials  of  their  qualifications  as  phy- 
sician, surgeon  and  accoucheur,  previous  to  the  election. 

^ 7th.  That 
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7th.  That  auy  subscriber  who  may  require  the  dispensary  doctor’s  attendance  at  the 
lying-in  of  a pauper  woman,  shall  accompany  such  application  with  a fee  of  half 
a guinea,  to  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

8th.  That  the  salary  to  be  paid  to  the  doctor  to  be  elected,  shall  be  60  Z.  for  the 
fii'st  year. 

9th.  That  ladies,  subscribers  to  the  dispensary,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy. 

There  are  a sufficient  number  of  persons  resident  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  are  qualified 
and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  if  it  be  con- 
sidered expedient  to  extend  the  present  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  income  arises  from  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant  solely  j the  charity  has  no 


other  property  or  income.  ^ ^ 

Subscriptions  for  1833  - - - - - - - 63  -- 

Ditto  - - 1834  61  9- 


The  county  grants  for  the  same  periods  were  for  similar  sums.  The  charity  cannot  be  said 
to  depend  on  the  bounty  of  one  family,  or  any  particular  patron,  but  if  one  family  withdrew 
its  support  (a  circumstance  not  at  all  probable),  it  would  materially  impair  the  funds.  The 
principal  proprietor  of  the  town  is  very  liberal  in  its  behalf. 

The  treasurer  collects  the  funds,  and  they  remain  in  his  custody  till  wanted  ; they  are  not 
in  a flourishing  condition. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  1833  amounted  to  about  126  Z.;  for  this  year  105  Z.  The 
principal  items  are,  medicine  and  physician’s  salary. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination, 

Lord  AcHiisoN,  m.  p.— Mr,  Atkinson.— Dr.  Blacker.— William  M'Kee,  esq.— Rev.  Mr.  Potts. 

— Rev.  Mr.  Robinson  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

This  dispensary  district  extends  over  the  parish  of  Mullabrack,  comprising  72  townlands, 
and  a population  of  14,800  souls;  the  most  distant  point  at  which  the  medical  attendant 
is  liable  to  visit  is  about  four  miles.  There  is  no  other  medical  charity  in  the  district ; 
those  within  six  miles  are  the  medical  charities  at  Armagh,  the  dispensaries  of  Poyntz- 
Pass,  Tanderagee,  and  Richhill.  The  dispensaries  in  this  county  are  well  placed  as  regards 
population,  but  it  would  confer  a great  benefit  on  the  community  if  an  hospital  for  accidents 
and  fevers  could  be  attached  to  each. 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  the  surgeon’s  own  house,  for  which  accommodation  he  is  allowed 
lOZ.  annual  rent  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  A hall  with  two  benches  serves  as  a waiting 
room  for  the  patients.  As  a general  principle,  it  would  be  better  that  dispensaries  should 
be  held  at  houses  belonging  to  the  charities. 

Tlie  sole  medical  officer,  about  27  years  of  age,  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  and  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  the  same  place  ; he  also 
obtained  a midwifery  certificate  at  Glasgow.  He  was  appointed  to  this  dispensary  in 
November  1831,  previously  to  which  he  had  been  acting  as  substitute  at  the  Castlebellingliam 
dispensary  in  the  county  Eouth ; he  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  is  allowed  to  pursue 
private  practice. 

There  is  no  rule  to  provide  for  the  event  of  his  illness  or  temporary  absence,  but  in  such 
cases  the  committee  must  be  applied  to  and  a substitute  provided.  The  duty  is  not  done 
by  proxy.  The  dispensary  is  open  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  from  nine  till  eleven  o’clock, 
and  the  medical  attendant  has  an  apprentice  to  assist  and  dispense  the  medicines. 

The  salaiy  of  the  medical  officer  is  50  Z.  per  annum  ]iaid  from  the  general  ffinds ; last 
year  he  was  allowed  12Z.  towards  the  keep  of  a horse,  and  that  allowance  will  be  con- 
tinued ; but  if  a salary  or  allowances,  higher  than  necessary  to  obtain  efficient  medical  aid, 
were  acquiesced  in  by  the  committee,  the  grand  jury  could  refuse  or  diminish  the  grant. 
It  is  understood  that  there  is  always  on  the  grand  jury  one  patron  of  each  dispensary,  who 
vouches  for  its  utility,  and  that  the  rest  are  satisfied  with  his  assertion. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  and  every  pains 
taken  on  occasions  of  vacancy  to  secure  competition  by  advertisement  in  the  papers,  &c., 
and  testimonials  from  candidates  are  considered  indispensable.  There  were  26  candi- 
dates at  the  last  election,  and  the  fact  of  age  of  the  present  medical  officer  was  taken  into 
consideration  ; he  is  26  years  of  age  ; notice  of  the  appointment  was  not  sent  to  the  grand 
juiy.  There  has  not  yet  been  any  mortality  amongst  the  medical  attendants.  If  the 
patients  be  neglected  or  harshly  treated,  they  can  complain  to  the  person  who  gives  the 
ticket,  and  of  this  mode  of  redress  they  are  quite  aware.  The  physician  whom  the  sub- 
scribers have  elected,  is  a well  educated  and  zealous  young  man,  and  a skilful  observer  of 
the  diseases  to  which  the  poor  are  liable,  as  is  evident  from  his  well  kept  register. 

0.5.  F F loe 


Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 

County  Armagh. 

Examinatinns  taken  bv 
Sir  D.  Barry,  jr.  d. 

J.  R.  Como,  esq.,  ir.». 

Lurgan  Dispensary. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Collection. 

Custody. 

Expenditure. 


Market-Hill 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B,) 
Dispensaries. 
Ulster. 

County  Armagh. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Bairy,  Jf.  D. 

J.  R.  Come,  esq.,  M.  B. 

Marhet-Hill 

Dispensary. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Who  entitled  to 
Kelief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


JManaging 
Committee. 
Officers  not 
medical. 

Attendants. 

Reports. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 

Collection  and 
Custody. 


218  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /rom  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 

The  dispensing  room  is  neatly  and  properly  kept.  The  medicines  appear  to  be  of  good, 
quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  with  a proper  supply  of  the  more  delicate  kinds,  and 
leeches  have  been  supplied  in  a few  cases.  . The  medicines  ai-e  bought  of  Boileau  & 
George,  Dublin  ; the  medical  attendant  ordering  such  as  he  considers  necessary ; he  makes 
his  own  tinctures  and  ointments  with  lard  and  spirits  bought  in  the  village,  and  this  plan 
he  considers  to  effect  a saving  of  one-third  in  the  cost  paid  by  the  treasurer  : the  medicines 
supplied  to  this  dispensary  during  the  three  past  years,  cost  in 

£.  s.  d. 

1832  - - - - - 21  13  7|  - number  of  patients  not  known. 

1833  - - - -29  110  - - 1318 

1834  - - - - - 26  86  - - - 1674 

The  average  expense  of  medicine  for  the  last  two  years  thus  appeared  to  have  been  nearly 

per  head  per  annum.  The  medicines  are  always  under  the  care  of  the  medical  attendant 
or  his  assistant ; those  for  his  private  practice  are  kept  in  the  house,  but  not  in  the  same 
apartment  with  the  dispensary  medicines,  and  none  of  the  latter  are  ever  sold.  The  instru- 
ments belonging  to  the  institution  are  not  sufficient  for  its  objects  ; they  would  be  lent  to 
any  neighbouring  practitioner  in  case  of  emergency. 

A register  of  the  patients  is  regularly  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  distinguishing  the 
date  of  admission,  name  and  residence  of  patient,  age,  recommender,  disease,  medical 
treatment,  when  discharged,  obseivations,  &c ; the  patient’s  name  is  only  entered  once. 
No  returns  were  furnished  to  the  grand  jury,  of  the  number  of  persons  relieved  in  a yeai-, 
nor  is  such  return  ever  required.  Tickets  are  required,  but  no  person  is  refused  medicine 
and  assistance,  under  any  circumstances.  These  tickets  are  not  filed,  and  the  register  is 
not  checked  by  means  of  them  at  the  end  of  the  year.  On  the  two  last  days  that  the 
institution  was  visited,  there  were  16  or  17  patients  in  attendance. 

Poverty  and  residence  in  the  district  entitle  any  person  who  applies  to  relief ; but  no 
persons  are  allowed  to  impose  on  the  charity,  whose  circumstances  would  enable  them  to 
pay  for  advice.  The  abuse  of  subscribers  requiring  gratuitous  attendance  from  the  dispen- 
sary medical  officer  has  never  existed  here. 

The  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  enough  to  each  recommendation  ticket,  and  the 
number  is  not  limited. 

Patients  are  seen  and  prescribed  for  at  the  dispensary,  and  such  as  are  prevented  by 
illness  from  attending  there,  are  visited  at  their  own  homes,  at  any  time,  day  or  night.  If 
an  accident  should  occur,  bandages  and  splints,  with  all  the  materials  necessary  in  rendering 
immediate  assistance,  would  be  provided.  Parturition  cases  are  attended  on  a recom- 
mendatory  ticket,  when  danger  or  difficulty  is  apprehended.  No  medical  practitioner  un- 
connected with  the  dispensai-y  can  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  there.  Some  of  the 
prescriptions  have  been  kept,  and  on  inspection  were  found  to  be  such  as  are  usual.  There 
is  no  rule  relative  to  giving  away  vaccine  matter  to  neighbouring  practitioners,  but  the 
medical  attendant  vaccinates  gratis  all  poor  children  brought  to  the  dispensary  without  a 
ticket,  but  a deposit  of  one  shilling  is  required  from  each,  so  as  to  insure  the  return  of  the 
child  for  inspection.  Small  pock  has  not  been  frequent  here,  and  the  medical  attendant 
approves  highly  of  vaccination,  in  which  the  public  have  also  good  confidence. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  given  to  the  sick  poor,  and  there  is  no  charity  on  which 
the  medical  attendant  can  give  an  order  for  food,  fuel  or  clothing,  but  he  may  recommend 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Blacker,  the  Rector  of  the  parish,  and  his  recommendation  is  always 
attended  to. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards.  Die 
medical  officer  is  a governor,  but  does  not  attend  the  meetings,  nor  have  the  affairs  of  the 
charity  been  essentially  under  his  management,  nor  has  any  person  a right,  ex  officio,  to 
the  principal  direction.  The  fixed  meetings  are  only  annual.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings 
are  kept. 

There  is  a managing  committee  consisting  of  eight  persons,  but  hitherto  they  have  not 
had  occasion  to  meet. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer,  who  is  also  collector  and  secretary.  The 
office  is  permanent.  No  sudden  accession  of  governors  has  happened  immediately  previous 
to  the  election  of  any  officer. 

There  is  a servant  attached  to  this  charity,  paid  1 1 7s.  6 d.  per  annum,  whose  duty  is  to 
attend  on  dispensary  days,  and  to  clean  the  shop  and  premises. 

Reports  are  made  and  printed  annually.  In  case  it  is  hereafter  found  expedient  to 
extend  the  mode  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries,  the  district  contains  an  ample  number 
of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  investigate  minutely  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  income  arises  solely  from  the  two  sources  of  voluntary  subscriptions  and  the  county 
•grant,  the  charity  liaving  no  property  or  stock,  funded  or  otherwise,  from  which  annual 
income  is  derivable,  but  its  continuance  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  or  two 
particular  contributors,  nor  is  it  likely  to  cease. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  thev  remain  till  wanted. 

The 
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following  are  detailed  particulars  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  two  past 
years,  as  extracted  from  the  printed  reports  of  those  periods — 


Year  ending  1st  May  1833. 

Receipts. 

Subscriptions  . , - 

County  Grant 

Cash  advanced  by  Treasurer  - 

£.  s.  d. 

- 65  I - 

- 65  1 - 

- 2 15  la 

Expenditure. 

Balance  due  Treasurer  - 
Surgeon’s  Salary  - - « 

ij  years  Rent  - ^ - 
Medicine  - 
Sundries  - 

£.  s.  d. 

- 23  1 2| 

- 50  ~ - 

- 15  - - 

- 29  11  - 

- 15  5 9 

£.132  17  iij 

£•132  17  Hi 

Year  ending  1st  May  1834. 

Subscriptions 
County  Grant 

- - - 

£.  s.  d. 

- 64  9 - 

- 50^^^ 

Balance  due  Treasurer  - 
Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - 

Rent  of  Dispensary 
Medicine  - - - - 

Sundries  - 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  - 

£.  5.  d. 

- 2 15  Hi 

- 50  - - 

- 10  - - 

- 26  8 5i 

- 16  18  3 

- 864 

£.14  s- 

£.114  9 - 

The  accounts  are  audited  and  made  up  annually  in  May. 

There  are  not  any  students  attached  to  the  dispensary  as  such,  nor  lectures  given.  On  the 
whole,  the  Market-hill  dispensary  is  a most  respectable  well-managed  charity,  and  highly 
creditable  to  all  connected  with  its  management. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Hamilton  Welch  Chambre,  esq.— Paul  Foxall,  esq.— Benjamin  Thompson,  esq, ; and  the 
Medical  Attendant  of  the  Instirutioii. 

The  population  of  this  dispensary  district  cannot  be  precisely  stated,  but  is  very  consider- 
able. The  district  itself  is  mountainous,  comprising  14,000  statute  acres,  including  moun- 
tain and  bogs,  being  in  fact  tire  parishes  of  Meigh  and  Jonesborough. 

The  charitable  medical  institutions  of  Dundalk,  Newry,  Forkhill  and  Ballymascanlan  are 
all  situated  within  six  miles  of  the  Jonesborough  dispensary,  and  yet  cannot,  from  the 
limited  means  they  at  present  possess,  be  considered  equal  to  the  wants  of  so  great  a popu- 
lation. At  this  dispensary  a sick  pauper  is  never  refused  medical  aid,  even  if  unprovided 
with  a ticket  of  recommendation. 

If  a ward  could  be  attached  to  the  dispensary  for  fever  patients  and  cases  of  accident,  it 
would  confer  much  advantage  on  the  poor  of  the  district. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  apartment  at  one  end  of  a thatched  cottage,  situate  in 
the  centi'e  of  the  district,  for  which  apartment  a rent  of  2 1.  per  annum  is  paid.  The  accom- 
modation is  but  ill-adapted  for  the  purposes  of  a dispensary,  and  it  would  be  desirable,  if 
practicable,  to  have  a proper  house  and  requisites  for  the  dispensary,  the  exclusive  property 
of  the  charity. ' 

The  only  medical  officer  attached  to  this  dispensary  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  London;  he  has  also  a midwifeiy  certificate  from  Dublin  ; he  resides  at  Dmidalk, 
five  miles  distant  from  the  dispensary,  and  was  appointed  by  election  of  the  subscribers  at 
large,  as  general  medical  attendant,  at  the  original  establishment  of  the  institution.  At  the 
period  of  his  appointment  he  had  been  practising  at  Dun'dalk,  where  he  still  pursues  his  pro- 
fession, but  holds  no  other  public  situation.  The  days  and  hours  of  his  attendance  are 
Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  from  eleven  to  one  o’clock.  His  duty  is  never  performed  by  proxy, 
and  there  is  no  arrangement  to  meet  the  emergency  of  his  illness  or  temporary  absence.  - 
When  he  is  not  in  the  dispensary,  it  is  kept  locked,  and  there  is  not  any  person  always  on 
the  spot  who  could  adminster  relief  in  case  of  accident  or  other  sudden  occasion. 

The  medical  attendant  is  paid  a salaiy  of  30 1.  per  amrum  from  the  general  fund,  which  is 
the  only  allowance  of  any  kind  he  receives.  The  funds  do  not  admit  a liberal  salary,  but  if 
such  could  be  granted,  and  that  the  committee  or  subscribers  were  inclined  to  make  an  ex- 
travagant grant  of  salaiy,  the  grand  jury  could  refuse  or  diminish  the  county  grant. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  proper  precautions  are  taken  to  in- 
sm'e  competition.  At  the  last  election,  advertisements  were  pul  in  the  newspapers,  and  there 
were  two  candidates ; on  these  occasions,  testimonials  are  indispensable.  This  district  has 
not  a sufficient  number  of  inhabitants  who  could  support  a medical  gentleman  independently 
of  the  dispensary  emolument,  nor  is  there  any  medical  .gentleman  resident  within  it.  If 
any  harshness  or  neglect  should  be  used  by  the  medical  attendant,  the  poor  can  complain  to 
the  subscribers  who  gave  the  recommendation,  and  they  are  quite  aware  of  this  privilege. 
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DiSPENSAEITiS. 


Ulster. 

County  Armagh. 

Esammations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  M.  D. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  eaq.,M.D. 


Meigk  and 
JoncsboTough 
Dispensary. 


The  medicines  are  kept  in  a press,  tolerably  well  arranged.  They  appear  to  be  of  good 
quality,  but  in  very  small  quantity,  owing  to  tlie  scarcity  of  the  funds.  The  supply  of  es- 
sential medicines  is  bad,  while  those  less  required  are  in  abundance.  The  stock  of  quinine 
was  exhausted,  though  it  is  a medicine  much  used  ; there  was  a small  portion  of  morphia. 
Leeches  are  not  supplied  to  the  patients.  The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co. 
of  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer.  They  are 
kept  locked  up,  and  the  key  remains  in  the  medical  attendant’s  possession.  The  medical 
attendant  does  not  dispense  any  medicines  in  his  private  practice.  There  are  no  surgical 
instiTiments  belonging  to  the  institution. 

The  medicines  for  the  year  ending — 

£.  s.  d. 

1st  January  1S33,  cost  - - - - - - - 7 19  9 

1834  - - - - - - - - 18  6- 

Patients  attended  in  1833  ------  899. 

„ 1834  916. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 
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Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 
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Receipts. 

Collection. 
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The  average  expense  of  medicine  thus  amounts  to  about  Q^d.  per  head  per  annum. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  which  denotes  the  number,  the  name  of  the 
patient,  the  residence,  recommender,  disease,  visits  paid  and  number  of  dispensations ; this 
document  appears  to  be  kept  very  irregularly.  There  have  not  been  any  capital  operations 
performed  within  the  last  three  years. 

Any  poor  person  who  beloi^  to  the  district  is  entitled  to  relief,  but  the  servants  of  sub- 
scribers do  not  get  tickets.  The  best  care  is  taken  to  prevent  imposition  on  the  charity, 
which  has  been  sometimes  attempted  by  persons  who  could  afford  to  pay  for  medicine  and 
advice.  There  are  no  poor  subscribers,  nor  any  who  receive  gratuitous  attendance.  A ticket 
is  not  absolutely  necessary,  one  signature  is  sufficient,  and  the  subscribers  are  unlimited  as 
to  the  numbers  they  may  issue. 

Extern  patients  are  visited  at  home  in  any  part  of  the  district  at  any  horn*  of  the  day 
or  night  if  requisite ; but  in  case  of  accident,  such  as  a fractured  limb,  &c.  this  charity  does 
not  possess  the  means  of  affording  relief.  During  the  last  year  the  medical  officer  attended 
lying-in  cases  on  a ticket  being  presented,  but  this  duty  was  found  too  laborious,  and  a 
regulation  has  been  adopted,  that  he  should  attend  on  cases  only  where  the  patient  produces 
a ticket  of  recommendation,  and  pays  him  5 s.  if  he  be  sent  for  on  a dispensary  day,  and 
10  s.  on  any  other  day.  The  poor  women  are  generally  attended  by  midwives,  but  there  is 
not  one  in  the  neighbourhood  possessing  any  experience,  and  accidents  occasionally  occur. 
The  prescriptions  at  this  dispensary  are  not  written  or  entered.  No  neigbouring  practitioner 
can  have  his  prescriptions  compounded  here. 

All  children  brought  to  the  dispensary  are  vaccinated  gratis.  The  results  are  found  very 
favourable,  and  small-pox  has  been  very  little  in  the  district ; the  public  have  great  confidence 
in  the  operation  ; the  medical  attendant  does  not  approve  of  inoculation  with  small-pock 
matter,  and  never  uses  it. 

No  extras,  such  as  wine,  &c.  are  furnished  to  the  patients ; neither  is  there  any  adjacent 
charity  on  which  the  physician  could  give  an  order  to  the  sick  poor  to  obtain  food,  fuel  or 
clothing. 

The  affairs  of  the  dispensary  are  managed  by  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards. 
Neither  the  physician  n'or  any  other  person  (ex  officio)  possesses  the  principal  direction. 

There  is  no  fixed  period  for  the  meetings  of  the  subscribers ; two  only  have  been  held  since 
the  founding  of  the  dispensary  in  the  year  1822  ; it  is  found  difficult  to  assemble  a quorum. 
When  meetings  are  held,  minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  entered. 

In  the  person  of  the  only  officer  not  medical,  are  centered  the  duties  of  treasurer,  collector 
and  secretaiy. 

The  accounts  are  not  conducted  by  means  of  any  regular'  system  of  book  entry,  and  uo 
record  is  forthcoming  from  wliich  an  accurate  account  of  the  receipts  and  payments  could  be 
deduced.  The  charity  has  no  capital  stock  or  property  producing  income. 

'ITie  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remam  in  his  keeping  till  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  dispensary. 


Mulldglass 

Dispensary. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 
The  Medical  Attendant. 
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Extent  of  Country. 
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The  district  for  which  this  dispensaiy  was  established  extends  about  seven  miles  in  length 
and  six  miles  in  width,  the  population  of  which  is  not  exactly  ascertained.  The  most 
distant  point  of  the  district  is  fully  five  miles  from  the  dispensary,  and  within  six  miles  ot 
it  there  are  the  medical  charities  at  Newry,  the  dispensary  at  Poyntzpass  and  a private  <hs- 
pensary  belonging  to  Lord  Mandeville  at  'Tullyhappis ; there  is  no  second  medical  institution 
within  the  bounds  of  the  district,  and  the  medical  attendant  finds  the  district,  peopled  as  it 
is,  too  large  for  one  man  to  attend,  but  he  thinks  he  could  manage  such  portion  as  might  be 
included  within  a diameter  of  five  miles  ; he  is  also  of  opinion  that  it  would  confer  a great 
benefit  on  the  community,'  if  wards  were  attached  to  the  dispensaiy,  with  beds,  &c.  for  cases 
of  fever  and  accident. 

The  Mullaglass  dispensary  is  held  at  a small  house  (situate  in  the  townland  of  that  name; 
two  stories  high,  and  containing  two  small  rooms,  one  of  which  serves  as  a board 
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itine  room,  the  other  as  the  medicine  and  dispensing  shop  ; it  was  built  by  the  proprietor 
of  the  estate,  and  a rent  of  5 /.  5 s.  is  annually  paid  to  him  for  it.  The  house  is  unoccupied, 
andj  is  opened  only  during  the  dispensary  days  and  hours,  viz.  on  Mondays  and  Fridays 
froru  twelve  to  three. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  (a  gentleman  of  about  26  years  of  age)  is  a graduate  in  medicine, 
and  a member  of  the  Royal  Colley  of  Surgeons,  atEdinburghj  he  possesses  also  a midwifery 
certificate  from  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Edinburgh ; he  resides  at  liOughgilly,  three  miles  distant ; 
lie  was  elected  a general  medical  attendant  to  this  dispensary  in  the  year  1833,  at  which 
period  he  had  just  left  Edinburgh ; he  holds  no  other  public  appointment,  but  pursues  his 
private  practice.  In  case  of  his  illness  or  temporary  absence,  the  governoi-s  would  appoint 
a substitute ; but  he  is,  in  fact,  about  to  resign,  the  duties  of  the  situation  being  too  great,  * 
having  injured  his  health  by  over  exertion;  he  attends  at  the  dispensary  on  Mondays 
and  Fridays  from  twelve  to  three,  and  at  a branch  institution  established  at  Camlough,  on 
each  Wednesday  during  the  same  hours.  The  establishment  at  Camlough  is  nearly  similar 
to  this,  and  is  likewise  closed,  except  during  dispensary  hours.  The  medicines  at  both 
places  are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant  himself,  who  has  no  assistant  or  pupil;  he 
stated  however,  that  he  had  been  for  the  last  three  months  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties, 
and  would  cease  to  receive  salary  the  next  month  after  this  examination. 

The  medical  attendant  receives  a salary  of  50  Z.  per  annum,  but  has  no  other  allowance  of 
nny  soi-t  or  kind ; there  was  an  understanding  that  he  should  have  2s.  6 d.  for  each  visit,  but 
tlie  funds  proved  insufficient. 

On  occasions  of  vacancy,  measures  are  taken  by  advertising  m the  public  newspapers, 
and  otherwise,  to  insure  the  fullest  competition,  and  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  testi- 
monials are  considered  indispensable ; at  the  last  election,  there  were  six  candidates. 

The  room  before  described,  in  which  tlie  medicines  are  deposited,  is  kept  in  a slovenly  state, 
and  a supply  of  medicine  was  scanty  ; but  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  kinds  are  used. 
The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Jefferies,  of  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  treasurer,  at  the 
instance  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  privileged  to  get  any  medicines  he  chooses.  The 
medicines  (none  of  which  are  ever  sold)  are  all  locked  up,  and  the  medical  attendant  keeps 
the  key ; he  does  not  keep  any  medicines  for  his  private  practice. 

There  is  no  apparatus  attached  to  the  institution  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.,  nor  are  there 
.any  surgical  instruments.  The  poor  patients  are  not  supplied  with  leeches. 

£.  s.  d. 

For  the  year  1833,  the  medicines  cost  - - - - 45  11| 

Ditto  - - 1834  - - - - - - - 36  39^ 

averagmg  per  head  per  annum  Is.  Id.  for  medicines  only. 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register,  distinguishing  the  date,  the  number,  name  and 
residence,  age,  disease  and  treatment  of  the  patient,  the  name  of  recommender,  and  number  of 
tickets  each  subscriber  has  issued.  Tliere  have  been  several^  capital  operations  performed 
witliin  the  last  year-,  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  accidents  in  the  spinmng-mills. 

All  persons,  of  every  class,  w'ho  get  tickets,  and  reside  witliin  the  district,  are  entitled  to 
have  advice  and  medicine  gratis,  except  the  domestic  seiwants  of  subscribers,  who  are  by 
bye-law  excluded.  The  compact  in  fact  is,  that  the  better  sort  of  faimers  are  not  to  be 
refused,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  building  wishes  that  all  his  tenants  indiscriminately  shall 
have  medicine  and  advice  from  the  dispensary  gratis.  Although  the  rule  is,  that  every  appli- 
cant must  produce  a ticket,  to  which  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient,  yet  such  is 
not  strictly  acted  up  to.  The  subscribers  are  limited  to  ten-  tickets  for  advice,  and  five  for 
visits,  in  the  ratio  of  each  1 1.  subscribed ; but  this  law  is  not  rigorously  enforced.  There  are 
no  poor  subscribers. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  observe  that  it  is  a most  injuiious  practice  that  the  sub- 
scribers insist  on  medicine  and  advice  bemg  given  from  the  dispensai'y  to  all  persons  pre- 
senting tickets  signed  by  them,  whether  such  persons  be  of  the  poorer  class  or  not. 

Extern  patients  are  visited  at  home  in  any  part  of  tlie  district,  and  at  any  hour  of  either 
day  or  night,  if  necessary ; but  if  an  accident  should  occur,  such  as  a fractured  limb,  &c. 
there  is  no  supply  of  sphnts,  bandages  or  other  assistance  at  the  dispensary.  No  physician 
hut  the  authorized  attendant  of  tli6  dispensary  can  have  prescriptions  compounded  there. 
Tlie  poor  lying-in  women  of  the  district  are  attended  from  the  dispensary  by  the  medical 
attendant,  on  the  production  of  a subscriber’s  ticket. 

With  respect  to  vaccination  there  is  no  rule ; the  medical  attendant  does  not  give  away 
vaccine  matter  to  any  neighbouring  physician,  nor  does  he  vaccinate  any  children  at  the 
dispensaiy.  He  has  a good  opinion  of  vaccination,  but  does  not  approve  of  inoculating  witlx 
siuall-pock  virus.  The  public  have  considerable  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination,  and 
small-pox  has  not  been  frequent  of  late  years. 

Extras,  such  as  wine,  &c.  cannot  be  furnished  out  of  tlie  funds.  The  sick  poor  got  wine 
when  requisite  last  year,  1831,  but  by  means  of  an  extra  subscription.  There  is  not  any 
charitable  establishment  in  the  district  or  neidibourhood  on  which  the  physician  could  give 
to  a poor  patient  an  order  for  a supply  of  food,  fuel  or  clothing.  _ . 

The  institution  is  managed  by  a board  of  21  governors,  the  medical  attendfuit  jiot  being 
one  of  the  number ; nor  are  the  affairs  of  the  institution  entirely  managed  by  him,  nor  is  any 
person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  The  general  meetings  of  the  board  are  only 
annual,  and  not  more  than  about  five  attend  them.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept. 

There  is  a committee  of  six,  who  meet  quarterly,  and  receive  a report  from  the  medical 
attendant.  Three  persons  generally  come  to  these  quarterly  meetings ; on  these  occasions 
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the  tickets  -which  have  been  presented  at  the  dispensary  during  the  preceding  quarter  are 
injected,  and  also  the  patients’  register. 

The  sole  non-medical  officer  is  the  secretary,  collector  and  treasurer,  the  duties  of  which 
offices  are  combined  in  the  person  of  one  individual. 

A veiy  old  man  is  at  present  employed  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  on  opeir  days,  for  which 
he  is  paid  ll.  10  s.  annually. 

Reports  are  made  up  by  the  Committee  in  Febmary  of  each  year,  printed,  and  furnished  to 
the  subscribers  generally.  Copies  of>those  for  the  years  ending  1st  February  1833  and 
1st  February  1834  were  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners.  The  reports  enter  into  a 
full  detail  of  the  condition  of  the  institution,  its  finances,  receipt  and  expenditure,  list  of  sub- 
scribers, diseases  treated,  and  number  of  patients  relieved,  and  on  whose  estate,  &c. 

The  landed  proprietors  of  this  district  are  non-resident,  and  it  is  stated  by  the  medical 
attendant  of  the  dispensary  that  there  are  not  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  -willing 
to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  funds  arise  from  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  the  county  grant.  The  charity  has  no 
other  income  or  property,  and  mainly  depends  on  the  bounty  of  its  patron,  the  pro- 
piietor  of  the  estate  on  wliich  it  is  situated.  The  subsci’ibers  are  all  of  a respectable  class, 
and  no  stipulation  is  ever  made  to  receive  ad-vice  or  medicine  gratis. 

The  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  past  two  years  were  thus  stated : 


£. 

s. 

d: 

£. 

«. 

d. 

Balance  last  Account  - 

- - 1 

4 

\ 

Balance  due  Treasurer  - 

- 

3 

9 

7 

Medical  Attendant’s  Salary  - 

- 

48 

6 

3 

Subscriptions 

- . - 60 

6 

- 

Attendant  - 

- 

1 

10 

- 

hledicines  - - . 

- 

43 

5 

9i 

Grand  Jury  Grant 

. 28 

1 

- 

Carriage  of  ditto  - - - 

> 

1 

15 

4 

Advertisements  - - - 

- 

4 

6 

6 

Balance 

- - 21 
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Balance  agamst  the  dispensary  9 1.  5 s.  4i  d. 

The  treasurer  collects  the  funds,  and  they  rem^ain  in  his  custody  for  payments  as 
required. 

The  surgeon  does  not  give  lectures,  or  instruct  any  students  or  pupils  at  the  dispensary. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Nextovm  Hamilton 
Dispensary. 


Henry  Barker,  esq. — William  Barker,  esq.—  Georoe  Hill,  esq. — R.  B.  Robinson.— 
Rer.  Thomas  Vesey.— Rev.  John  West;  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


The  district  of  this  dispensary  extends  into  seven  parishes,  but  the  number  of  the  popu- 
lation included  therein  could  not  be  given.  The  dispensary  is  intended  for  tire  poor  on  the 
estates  of  the  gentlemen  who  subscribe.  The  medical  attendant  is  not  liable  to  be  sent  to  a 
sick  pauper  at  a distance  exceeding  six  miles ; the  only  medical  institution  withm  which 
distance  is  the  Ready  dispensary.  . i.  a* 

The  want  of  intern  accommodation  is  materially  felt ; .and  it  would  be  a great  beneni  to 
tlie  neighbourhood,  if  a small  hospital  were  established  for  fevers  and  accidents. 

Thehclispensary  is  held  at  a small  well  built  new  brick  house,  containing  eight  rooms ; the 
shop  is  small,  but  neatly  arranged,  but  there  is  not  any  waiting-room  for  patients.  The  house 
is  rented  at  1C  1.  per  annum  by  the  committee,  for  the  use  of  the  dispensary.  It  would  be  mucn 
better  if  the  dispensary  building  was  the  property  of  the  charity. 
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A gentleman,  about  44  years  of  age,  who  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University  of 
Glaso'ow,  from  which  place  he  also  possesses  a diploma  from  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  a 
certificate  for  midwifery,  is  the  only  medical  officer  of  this  institution,  in  which  he  resides, 
and  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  181.5,  having  been  previously  engaged  in  private  practice 
at  Banbridge ; at  present  he  has  no  other  appointment,  but  contmues  to  attend  to  his  private 
professional  pursuits.  In  case  of  illness  or  absence,  he  is  obliged  to  give  notice  to  the  com- 
mttee.  The  days  of  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  from  ten  till  one 
o’clock  each  day,  but  the  medical  attendant  is  in  the  habit  of  attending  daily,  and  at  any 
hour,  and  is  assisted  by  his  son,  who  is  an  apothecaiy,  and  sells  his  ovra  medicines  for  profit 
in  the  dispensary  shop. 

The  medical  attendant’s  salary  is  fixed  at  40  Z.  which  is  paid  from  the  general  fund,  but  in 
1833,  from  the  low  state  of  the  funds,  he  received  only  36 1.  He  is  provided  with  unfurnished 
lodgings  and  a small  garden  and  stable,  but  has  no  further  allowance  or  perquisite ; in  fact, 
the  amount  of  his  salaiy  depends  on  the  finances  of  the  charity.  The  gentlemen  present,  on 
being  asked  whether  there  was  a sufficient  guarantee  against  a man  combining  with  friends 
to  raise  an  institution  for  the  sake  of  the  medical  appointment,  answered,  that  “ the  grand 
jury,  they  understood,  cannot  refuse  to  grant  a sum  equal  to  the  smn  subscribed.”  They  are 
not  aware  of  any  controlling  power. 

Since  the  appomtment  of  the  present  medical  attendant,  there  has  not  been  any  election ; 
there  was  not  any  notice  of  his  appointment  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 

The  gentlemen  present  did  not  consider  the  neighbourhood  sufficient  to  support  a medical 
man,  independently  of  the  dispensary. 

Should  the  medical  officer  be  harsh  to  or  neglect  the  -patients,  they  can  complain  to  the 
committee  or  to  any  subscriber,  without  fear  of  bringing  on  themselves  the  enmity  of  the 
medical  officer  or  subscribers ; and  it  is  considered  they  are  aware  of  having  such  a mode  of 
reference. 

The  apartment  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly -and  properly  arranged,  and  con- 
tains the  usual  medicines,  which  are  now  supplied  by  Messrs.  Allen  of  Dublin,  from  whom 
they  are  ordered  and  paid  for  ,by  the  treasurer,  at  the  requisition  of  the  medical  attendant, 
under  whose  care  they  are  placed.  The  medicines  used  in  private  practice  and  those  belong- 
ing to  the  dispensary  are  kept  in  the  same  room,  but  in  separate  cases.  There  ai-e  no  surgical 
instruments  belonging  to  the  institution.  Leeches  are  not  furnished  to  the  dispensaiy  patients 
hum  the  funds,  but  the  medical  officer  provides  them  occasionally  at  his  own  expense. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  some  of  the  patients,  but  it  is  of  no  value  as  a document.  No 
register  can  be  produced  beydnd  May  1834.  Persons  requiring  capital  operations  to  be  per- 
formed, generally  go  to  Aimagh ; the  medical  attendant  here  has,  however,  performed  a few 
within  the  last  three  years. 

All  the  sick  poor  on  the  estates  of  the  subscribers  are  entitled  to  relief  on  producing  a 
ticket  having  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  ; yet  many  are  attended  without  such  a recom- 
mendation ; of  these  no  account  whatever  is  kept.  The  subscribers  are  by  rule  limited  in 
the  number  of  tickets  to  be  issued ; the  rule,  however,  is  not  attended  to. 

In  tills  district,  persons  have  been  known  to  get  tickets  and  obtain  advice  aud  medicine,  who 
are  not  in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance,  but  there  are  no  poor  subscribers. 

Patients  are  seen  at  the  establishment,  and  if  unable  to  come  there,  are  attended  at  thei*" 
own  homes  in  any  part  of  the  distifct,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  provided  they  -are 
furnished  with  visiting  tickets  ; and  there  is  no  extra  allowance  for  visiting.  Neighbouring 
practitioners  are  not  authorized  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  dispensary.  The 
medical  officer  attends  all  midwifery  cases,  when  the  patient  has  a ticket,  and  sometimes 
without  a ticket.  The  prescriptions  are  not  now  kept  or  entered.  The  medical  officer  sup- 
plies vaccine  matter  for  the  dispensary,  but  not  for  the  neighbourhood ; he  also  performs 
vaccination  on  any  day  the  child  is  brought,  but  there  exists  no  particular  an-angement  on 
this  subject.  Small-pock  virus  is  not  used,  and  there  is  very  little  small-pox  in  the  district. 
The  poor  have  perfect  confidence  in  vaccination. 

There  is  no  wine  or  other  extra  furnished  by  this  institution;  and  there  is  no  charity  in  the 
ndghbourhood  for  affording  food,  clothing  or  fuel  to  tlie  sick  poor,  on  which  an  order  can  be 
given  by  the  medical  officer;  but  the  medical  attendant  occasionally  recommends  poor  patients 
to  the  neighbouring  gentry,  for  wine,  flannel  and  some  other  comforts. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  but  the 
medical  officer  is  not  a governor.  Until  October  1832,  the  meetings  were  held  only  annually, 
and  the  affairs  of  tlris  charity  were  left  entirely  to  the  management  of  the  surgeon  ; there 
are  in  future  to  be  quarterly  meetings.  Formerly,  no  minutes  were  kept.  There  is  no 
person  ex  officio,  in  the  principal  direction. 

At  present  there  is  a managing  committee,  consisting  of  six  subscribers. 

The  only  officer  not  medicm  is  the  gentleman  who  acts  as  treasurer,  secretary  and 
collector. 

Some  reports  are  made  and  printed,  relative  to  the  admissions,  discharges,  cures,  relieved, 
deaths.  Sec.  See. 

The  gentlemen  present  are  of  opinion  that  this  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  per- 
sons able  to  assist  in'  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  should  it  be 
hereafter  thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

During  the  present  inquiiy  the  treasurer  was  absent,  therefore  the  books  of  the  institution 
could  not  be  seen,  nor  the  state  of  the  accounts  ascertained.  The  institution  possesses  no 
•capital  stock  in  houses,  land,  &c.  from  which  aiw  annual  income  is  derived. 
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The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

The  treasurer  being  from  home,  the  amount  or  particular  heads  of  expenditure  could  not 
be  ascertained  ; but  the  following  is  an  account  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  for  the  year 
ending  July  1834,  as  appears  by  the  printed  report  for  that  year : 


£.  #.  d. 

To  Balance  in  handafterSummer  g gi 

asizes  1833  - - - ‘ ^ 

To  a Year’ssubscription  from  Go-l 

vernors,  for  the  year  ending^  44  - - 

January  1834  - - "J 

To  aGrant  fromGrandJury,  pay-1  . _ _ 

able  afterSummer  assizes  1834/ 


£.  no  6 6^ 


£.  s.  d. 

By  a year’s  Salary  to  Doctor  - .40  - - 
By  Account  of  Medicine  - -25-- 

By  one  year’s  Rent,  due  Mayl834  16  - - 
By  Stamp  and  Paper  - - - - 12  - 

By  Balance  on  receipt  of  Grant!  o 
from  Grand  Jury  - -J  ’ 


£.  no  6 6| 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  Bennett  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  could  not  ascertain  what  amount  of  population  the  district, 
for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended,  comprizes;  they  were  however  informed  that  the 
most  distant  point  which  the  medical  attendant  is  expected  to  visit  is  about  four  Miles. 
The  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  of  Poyntzpass  are  the  Mallaglass,  Markethill, 
Tandaragee,  and  Banbridge  dispensaries.  . 

This  dispensaiy  possesses  intern  accommodation  for  general  diseases,  not  contagious, 
consisting  of  two  rooms  up  stairs,  with  four  bedsteads  and  bedding.  The  bedsteads  are  of 
iron,  with  neat  mattresses.  This  furniture  was  presented  by  a lady,  to  whom  this  part  of 
the  charity  in  fact  belongs,  and  on  whom  it  depends.  The  room  is  not  supported  by  Public 
subscription,  there  being  no  fund  whatever  to  keep  ^e  ward  open,  and  it  is  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  that  any  patients  can  be  taken  into  it.  There  was,  at  the  period  or  the 
examination,  one  patient  m it.  Patients  have  been  kept  there  at  an  expense  of  less  than 
4 d.  a day.  The  medicine  is  supplied  from  the  dispensary.  A woman  lives  m the  house, 
who  acts  as  nurse.  „ _ _t 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  a neat  small  house  m the  town  of  Poyntzpass.  llie  room  m 
which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  smaii,  bat  neat,  and  there  is  a good  waiting  room  up  stairs 
in  the  ward  for  the  patients,  described  before.  The  house  is  held  at  will,  under  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  place,  who  does  not  charge  any  rent  for  it.  • i-  • j 

The  medical  attendant  (who  is  about  30  years  of  age:i  is  a graduate  m medicine,  and 
member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh ; he  resides  near  the  dispensary,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  about  three  years  ago,  having  been  previously  engaged  in  pnvate 
practice  at  Portadown;  he  holds  no  other  public  appointment,  but  continues  to  pursue 
private  practice ; he  also  holds  a midwifery  certificate  from  Dr.  Hamilton,  Edinburgh. 

The  salaiy  of  the  medical  officer  is  50/.  per  annum,  without  any  allowance  for  lodgmg 
or  board,  or  any  kind  of  conveyance.  He  has  had  an  annual  allowance  of  lOZ.  for  visits, 
but  this  is  conditional.  With' the  exception  of  the  want  of  some  experience  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  register,  the  charity  seems  fairly  and  honorably  managed  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  man.  j • • i 

At  the  last  vacancy,  notice  of  an  election  was  given  in  the  newspapers,  and  testimonials 
were  required.  There  were  four  candidates  on  that  occasion.  At  present  there  is  one 
other  medical  gentleman  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  eligible  to  the  dispensary. 

The  medicine  room  has  been  already  described.  The  medicines  appear  to  be  in  sufte^nt 
quantity  and  of  good  quality,  and  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  kinds  are  used.  Ihe 
medicines  are  supplied  by  the  Glasgow  Apothecaries  Company,  on  the  medical  officer  s order, 
he  having  previously  obtained  leave  from  the  quarterly  meeting  to  order  them.  The  medical 
attendant  states,  that  he  does  not  purchase  any  spirits  for  medicine,  lard,  salts,  cream  ot 
tartar  or  sulphur,  from  neighbouring  dealers,  and  he  considers  it  cheaper  and  better  to  buy 
tinctures  and  ointments  from  the  druggist  with  whom  he  deals.  He  forms  this  opinion 
from  having  inspected  invoices,  and  having  compared  them  with  the  prices  at  the  dineren 
shops.  There  are  no  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  which  distinguishes  the  number  ot  patients 
who  came  to  the  dispensary  on  each  day,  the  name  of  the  patient,  the  name  of  the  recom- 
mender,  the  disease,  date,  and  prescription.  The  patient’s  name  is  re-entered  every  time 
lie  attends,  or  at  least  every  time  he  gets  medicine  ; by 'this  means  the  number  or  dispen- 
sations of  medicines  are  known,  and  the  number  of  applicants  are  calculated  by  means  0 
the  tickets,  which  are  not  filed,  but  kept  loosely  in  a desk.  On  the  last  dispensing  imy, 
there  were  10  or  12  attending.  The  number  who  attended  last  year  amounted  to  450.  1 

medical  attendant  not  having  been  called  on  to  submit  to  the  grand  jmy  the  num  er 
applicants  at  the  dispensaiy,  has  never  done  so  within  the  last  three  years.  He  na 
performed  four  operations  for  strangulated  hernia ; two  of  the  patients  died,  an 
recovered. 

There  is  a rule,  that  each  patient  should  have  a ticket,  but  it  is  not  absolutely  ^ 

the  medical  attendant  never  refuses  advice  or  medicine  to  any  sick  poor  person, 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


to  STATE  OP  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 


225  Appendix  (B.. 


occuiTed  that  persons  got  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary,  who  from  their  circum- 
stances were  able  to  pay  for  such,  but,  as  they  brought  tickets,  the  medical  attendant  did 
not  refose  them. 

' Patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  when  too  ill  to  come  there,  are  attended  at  their 
own  houses,  in  any  part  of  the  district ; but  there  are  no  bye-laws  on  the  subject,  and  the 
medical  attendant,  at  the  period  of  his  election,  was  not  informed  that  it  was  imperative  on 
him  to  visit  patients  in  the  night.  . No  practitioner  unconnected  with  the  dispensary  is 
authorized  to  have  his  prescriptions  compounded  there.  Lying-in  cases  are  generally  attended 
by  midwives,  and  whenever  the  midwife  informs  the  medical  attendant  that  the  case  is 
difficult,  he  attends,  but  not  otherwise.  The  medicines  prescribed  here  are  such  as  ai'e 
usually  considered  proper  for  the  complaints.  There  is  no  mle  as  to  vaccination,  it  is  not 
administered  at  the  dispensary,  but  the  doctor  is  in  the  habit  of  vaccinating  all  children 
brought  to  his  residence  gratis ; his  custom  is  to  insist  that  one  sliilling  be  deposited  with 
him  when  he  performs  the  operation,  to  insure  the  return  of  the  child,  and  when  the  child  is 
brought  back,  the  shilling  is  returned  ; he  never  inoculates  with  small-pock  virus,  and  would 
not  do  so.  There  were  at  the  period  of  this  examination  many  cases  of  smalL-pock  about  the 
town,  hut  fatal  cases  are  rare it  is  believed  that  there  are  persons  who  inoculate  with  small- 
pock  vims,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccmatioii  is  greatly  diminished. 

No  wine  or  other  extras  are  furnished  to  the  sick  poor  from  the  resources  of  this  institution, 
nor  is  there  any  charity  in  the  neighbourhood  which  affords  them  food,  fuel  or  clothing  on 
the  order  of  the  doctor. 

The  nature  of  the  only  intern  accommodation  afforded  by  this  establishment  has  been 
already  stated. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards,  but  a 
managing  committee  was  appointed  three  years  ago,  and  they  have  since  undertaken  to 
supermtend  the  aflairs  of  the  institution.  There  has  been  no  general  meeting  since  the 
appointment  of  the  committee,  who  meet  quaiderly,  but  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that 
a quorum  can  be  assembled,  seldom  more  than  two  or  three  being  present.  Minutes  of 
tlieir  proceedings  are  kept. 

The  sole  officer  not  medical  is  the  treasurer,  an  office  at  present  filled  by  the  Curate  of  the 
parish  of  Acton.  The  medical  attendant  stated,  that  he  had  informed  the  treasurer  of  the 
visit  of  the  Commissioners,  hut  he,  the  treasurer,  went  from  home  on. the  very  day  of  the 
visit,  and  did  not  send  any  documents  to  the  dispensary.  The  Assistant  Commissioners 
being  informed  that  the  treasurer  would  be  at  home  in  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  they 
visited  this  dispensary,  wrote  a note  saying  that  they  would  return  on  the  following 
day,  which  they  accordingly  did,  but  he  had  not  returned ; they  could  thus  obtain-  no 
further  information  relative  to  the  management.  The  neighbouring  gentry  and  the  governors 
generally  seem  to  take  little  interest  in  the  dispensary.  None  of  the  governors  were  present 
at  the  examination. 

Reports  were  made  to  the  committee,  but  not  printed. 

The  medical  attendant  was  quite  unable  to  give  us  any  information  on  the  subject  of 
Accounts  in  the  absence  of  the  treasurer. 

The  funds  lie  in  the  treasurer’s  hands. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination, 

Col.  Blacker. — Thomas  Carleton,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Foot  Dr.  Mallagh,  of  Porcadown  ; — 
Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  p.p. — Dr.  Robinson,  of  Portadown  ; — The  Venerable  Archdeacon  Saurine> 
of  Dromore  ; — and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 


The  population  of  the  district  of  this  dispensary  is  roughly  estimated  at  7,000,  spread 
over  6,125  English  acres.  Tlie  most  distant  point  at  which  the  doctor  is  expected  to  visit  is 
about  three  miles.  The  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  are  the  Lurgan  and  Tanderagee 
dispensaries,  and  a private  dispensary  belonging  to  Lord  Mandeville,  at  Portadown.  The 
prevailing  opinion  here  is,  that  the  dispensaries  through  the  country  are  far  too  few  in  number, 
and  it  is  thought  that  this  district  is  such  a one,  in  point  of  extent  and  other  circumstances, 
as  might  be  reasonably  placed  under  the  care  of  one  individual;  and  that  it  would  unques- 
tionably be  highly  useful  to  attach  properly  sized  wards  for  cases  of  fever  and  accident  to  all 
dispensaries. 


The  dispensary  is  held  in  an  old  school-house,  granted  for  the  purpose  rent  free,  by  the 
Archdeacon  of  Dromore,  who  is  Rector  of  the  parish.  The  accommodation  consists  of  the 
shop  and  a large  waiting  room ; the  shop  is  properly  and  conveniently  fitted  up.  The 
gentlemen  present  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable,  if  it  could  be  so  arranged,  tliat 
dispensaiy  buildings  should  in  all  cases  be  the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  only  medical  officer  attached  to  this  dispensary  is  a physician,  a member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh.  He  resides  at  Levaghry,  about  the  centre  of  the  distinct ; 
he  was  appointed  by  election  at  the  formation  of  the  institution,  previous  to  which  period 
he  had  been  practising  in  the  parish  ; he  holds  no  other  appointment.  Tlie  days  stipulated 
jor  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Mondays  anrl  Fridays,  from  eleven  to  one  o’clock, 
or  till  all  patients  in  attendance  are  seen ; he  however  keeps  a portion  of  the  dispensary 
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medicines  at  his  own  house,  and  prescribes  for  all  who  choose  to  call  on  him  at  any  time. 
In  case  he  should  be  obliged  by  illness  or  otherwise  to  absent  himself,  he  would  provide  a 
proper  medical  practitioner  to  act  for  him.  There  is  not  any  person  resident  at  the  dispensary. 
The  medicines  are  all  dispensed  by  the  medical  officer  himself. 

The  amount  of  salary  to  be  paid  to  the  physician  is  not  yet  determined.  Should  he  be 
harsh  to  or  neglect  the  patients  they  can  complain  to  a subscriber,  and  are  aware  of  that 
fact.  It  was  stated  that  the  medical  attendant  has  discharged  his  duty  with  great  zeal,  and 
has  given  general  satisfaction. 

The  stock  of  medicines,  which  are  well  arranged  in  a cupboard,  are  of  good  quality 
and  sufficient  in  quantity,  including  tbe  more  delicate  and  expensive  kinds,  as  quinine,  mor- 
phia, &c.  The  present  stock  was  purchased  from  Mr.  Walkington  of  Belfast,  and  paid  for 
by  the  treasurer ; it  cost  41  Z.  11s.  8 d.  They  are  all  locked  up  by  the  medical  attendant, 
who  keeps  the  key,  and  none  are  ever  allowed  to  be  sold.  The  medical  officer  keeps  medi- 
cine in  his  own  house  for  private  practice.  There  are  no  surgical  instruments  or  pharmaceuti- 
cal apparatus  belonging  to  the  institution,  but,  in  cases  of  accident  or  fracture,  splints  and 
bandages  would  be  supplied  ; leeches  are  not  given. 

A register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name,  age,  residence,  recommendation,  date  of 
admission,  disease,  result  and  observations.  Three  midwifeiy  cases  have  been  attended 
since  opening  the  dispensary.  The  institution  was  opened  for  the  first  time  last  February 
(1834)  and  has  since  (up  to  September)  affoi’ded  relief  to  343  sick  poor. 

Those  entitled  to  relief  are  the  paupers  of  the  district  who  can  procure  tickets.  The 
domestic  servants  of  subscribers  may  have  tickets  also,  but  care  is  taken  by  the  subscribers 
that  none  but  proper  objects  should  have  relief. 

No  attempt  has  ever  been  heard  of  in  this  charity,  of  any  compact  having  been  made  with 
individuals  so  as  to  swell  the  subscription  list  and  obtain  larger  gmnts  from  the  county.  One 
signature  to  each  recommendation  is  sufficient,  and  the  subscribers  are  not  limited  as  to 
number.  . . r . • 

Extern  patients  are  visited  in  any  part  of  the  district  whenever  the  nature  of  their  cases 
require  that  they  should  be  seen  at  home,  but  if  able  to  come,  they  must  attend  at  the  dis- 
pensary. No  prescriptions  are  made  up  at  the  dispensary  but  ^those  of  the  authorized 
medical  attendant. 

Extras,  such  as  wine,  will  be  furnished  to  the  patients  when  required ; and  flannel,  when 
absolutely  necessary,  would  be  given ; but  there  is  no  chaiity  in  the  neighbourhood  on  which 
the  surgeon  could  give  an  order  to  the  sick  poor  for  a supply  of  food,  fuel  or  clothing. 

The  management  of  the  charity  is  vested  in  the  subscribers,  who  take  an  active  interest  in 
it,  and  under  their  management  it  appears  to  be  honourably  and  economically  conducted ; it 
is  not  in  any  essential  particular  left  to  the  management  of  the  doctor,  neitlier  is  he  or  any 
other  person  ar  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  The  fixed  meetings  of  the  subscribers 
are  the  first  Mondays  in  January,  April,  July  and  October.  Five  are  to  constitute  a quorum. 
Minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  kept. 

The  treasurer  is  also  collector  and  secretaiy  : the  election  for  these  officers  is  annual. 

The  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  present  being  requested,  they  state  that  there  are  a great 
number  of  persons  of  all  persuasions  here  highly  intelligent,  able  and  willing  to  assist  in 
investigating  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  administering  to  their  relief,  if  it  should  hereafter  be 
found  desirable  to  extend  the  mode  of  assistance  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  income  is  derived  from  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant,  the  former  amounting  to 
52  I,  the  sum  procured  for  the  latter  to  51 1 The  charity  does  not  possess  any  funded  or 
other  property  producing  income ; neither  does  it  depend  for  existence  on  the  bounty  of  any 
one  or  two  individuals  ; and  its  duration  is  not  likely  to  cease.  The  subscriptions  are  pot 
attended  with  any  stipulations  that  the  subscriber  or  any  of  his  family  are  to  receive  advice 
or  medicine  gratis. 

All  monies  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  custody  they  remain  until  ivanted. 

The  principal  item  of  expenditure  has  been  medicine,  amounting  to  41 1.  os.  1 d.  Every 
thing  connected  with  this  charity  deserves  approbation;  and  the  whole  appears  to  be 
honourably  and  economically  conducted. 


Persons  loho  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  John  Coyne,  p.p.— John  Creery,  esq.— Rev.  Richard  Dill.— Rev.  Robert  Hawthorn. 

Mr.  Richard  Trotter.— Rev.  James  Wilson,  Curate;  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  of  the  Tanderagee  dispensary  is  about  five  miles  in  diameter,  and  the  most 
distant  point  about  four  miles  from  the  charity.  The  population  of  the  district  is  not 
exactly  known,  but  the  town  of  Tandaragee  alone  contains  1,600  inhabitants.  The  medical 
institutions  of  a similar  nature  within  six  miles  are,  the  Poyntzpass,  Banbridge,  Markethill 
and  Seagoe  dispensaries,  and  a small  private  hospital  at  Tanderagee,  and  a private  dispen- 
sary at  ^ortadown,  maintained  at  Lord  Mandeville’s  own  expense.  There  is  no  distnct 
near  this  without  a dispensary.  Applicants  are  never  refused  medical  assistance  who  bring 
tickets  to  the  Tanderagee  dispensary ; but  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  that  a very  great 
benefit  would  result  to  the  community  if  all  dispensaries  had  wards  attached  for  receiving 
cases  of  fevers  and  accidents.  , 

The  dispensary  is  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  town,_  and  consists  of  two  rooms ; tne 
front  room  contains  the  medicine,  and  serves  also  as  a waiting  room ; the  inner  room  is 

appropriatea 
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g^ppiopriated  for  a consulting  room,  in  which  the  medical  attendant  sees  patients.  Tlxese 
rooms^are  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  Ql.Qs.\  but  it  is  considered  that  it  would  be  pre- 
ferable that  dispensary  buddings  should  in  all  cases  be  the  property  of  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  o&cer  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  university  of  Ediubuig-h,  and 
a member  of  tire  Apothecaries  Company  in  Dublin.  He  resides  close  to  the  dispensary,  at 
the  establishment  of  which  in  the  year  1820  he  obtained  his  appointment.  He  had  been 
previously  a medical  pi-actitioner  in  the  town  of  Tanderagee  ; he  has  not  any  other  appoint- 
ment of  a like  nature,  but  he  attends  gratuitously  a small  private  hospital.  He  also 
practises  as  a physician,  and  has  two  apprentices,  who  assist  him  in  his  dispensary  and 
other  duties ; but  as  he  superintends  every  thing  himself,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  duty 
is  ever  done  by  proxy,  although  there  is  always  an  apprentice  at  hand  to  afford  immediate 
assistance  in  cases  of  accident,  or  to  dispense  medicines,  &c. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  now  fixed  at  50  L per  annum,  derived  from  the 
o-eueral  funds  of  the  charity.  The  original  an-angement  was,  that  he  should  receive  40  Z. 
salary,  and  2 s.  6d.  for  every  visit  paid,  piovided  me  distance  did  not  exceed  a mile,  he 
keeping  an  account  of  those  visits,  and  making  a charge  accordingly.  It  was  in  a few 
years  found  advisable  to  change  this  arrangement,  and  he  receives  lOZ.  in  lieu  of  the 
payment  for  visits.  He  is  not  provided  witK  board  or  lodging,  or  any  other  allowance 
whatever.  If  the  committee  or  subscribers  choose  to  authorize  exorbitant  salaries  or  allow- 
ances, the  grand  jury  can  diminish  or  altogether  refuse  the  grant. 

The  medical  attendant  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  appears  to  discharge  his 
duty  faithfully  and  efficiently.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  age,  either  in  the  appointment 
or  removal  of  medical  officers. 

Tlie  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged.  The  medi- 
cines appear  to  be  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient  quantity  j some  few  only  of  the 
more  delicate  medicines  are  used,  such  as  quinine ; they  are  all  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Boileau  k George,  on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  paid  for  by  -the 


treasurer. 

The  medicines,  for  the  year  ending 


August  1831  cost 

— 1832  - 

— 1833  - 


£.  s.  d. 
30  17  3 

f49  8 10 

L41  11  7 

42  17  11 


Since  the  decease  of  the  late  treasurer;  the  accounts  have  not  been  kept  in  a business- 
like mamier.  The  medicines  for  the  private  practice  of  the  medical  attendant  are  not 
kept  at  the  dispensary,  but  in  a shop  just  opposite. 

The  number  of  sick  relieved,  were 

In  1832  1,599 

1833  - 2,204 

1834  1,913 


As  nearly  as  can  be  calculated  from  the  above  data,  each  patient  costs  6|tZ.  in  medicines  only. 

There  are  no  surgical  or  other  instruments  of  any  kind  in  the  dispensary,  neither  are 
the  patients  supplied  with  leeches. 

The  quantities  of  some  particular  medicines  charged  against  the  dispensary  in  particular 
years  seem  to  be  remarkable;  thus  in  the  year  1831-1832  Jalap  alone  is  charged  in  the 
Sr^gists  accounts  6 2.  19  s.,  in  the  years  1832-1833  .^mg.  3Z.  Os.  8<Z. 

Two  distinct  registers  of  patients  are  kept ; in  one  the  name,  disease  and  number  only 
are  entered ; in  the  other,  the  number  that  attend  each  day,  patient’s  name,  recommender, 
disease,  and  prescription.  Midwifery  cases  are  not  attended  from  the  dispensa^. 

Any  person  who  can  procure  a ticket  is  entitled  to  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary. 
Domestic  servants  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  having  tickets.  As  much  caution  as 
possible  is  used  to  prevent  impositions  on  the  charity,  which  iiave  been  sometimes  attempted. 

Every  applicant  must  have  a ticket,  to  which  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient, 
and  they  are  unlimited  in  the  number.  It  has  not  yet  occurred  that  a poor  person  was  unable 
to  get  a ticket.  Out  of  63  tickets  produced  at  the  examination,  as  presented  at  the  dis- 
pensary from  the  26th  August  to  the  12th  of  September,  57  are  signed  by  the  same  name, 
viz.  J.  Mains,  a grain  merchant  residing  close  by.  The  medical  attendant  states,  that  poor 
persons  are  never  refused  assistance,  whether  tliey  have  a ticket  or  not,  for,  as  he  himself 
IS  a governor,  he  can  relieve  as  many  as  he  pleases. 

The  sick  poor  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  when  unable  to  come  there,  the  medical 
attendant  is  liable  to  visit  at  any  part  of  the  district,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night ; but 
he  is  very  seldom  called  upon  to  go  in  the  night.  Assistance  is  occasionally  afforded  by 
the  dispensary  in  cases  of  accident.  Medical  practitioners  unconnected  with  the  insti- 
tution cannot  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  there.  Lying-in  cases  are  not  attended  from 
the  dispensary,  but  by  midwives ; but  accidents  are  seldom  heard  of.  The  prescriptions 
given  here  are  written  down,  and  the  medicines  are  those  usual  for  the  cases. 

Vaccination  is  not  performed  at  the  dispensary;  but  the  medical  attendant  vaccinates  all 
who  call  at  his  residence,  on  condition  of  each  depositing  1 s.  to  insure  the  return  of  the 
child,  in  order  that  the  effect  may  be  noted.  The  medical  officer  has  a good  opinion  of  the 
operation,  and  the  public  have  much  confidence  in  its  efficacy.  He  states  that,  at  the 
request  of  two  neighbouring  gentlemen,  he  inoculated  seven  of  their  children  with  pock 
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virus.  These  children  had  been  previously  vaccinated,  and  none  of  them  took  the  infection. 
Small-pox  has  not  been  frequent  here  of  late  years. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  fuiTiished  to  the  sick  poor,  nor  is  there  any  charity  in  the 
neighbourhood  on  which  the  doctor  can  give  an  order  for  a supply  of  food,  clothing  or  fuel ; 
although  by  a resolution  of  one  of  the  annual  meetings,  the  medical  attendant  is  empowered 
to  purchase  these  articles  for  the  poor,  he  has  not  availed  himself  of  the  power.  When- 
ever lunatic  cases  occur,  they  are  transmitted  to  the  Armagh  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  general  management  nominally  rests  with  the  body  of  subscribers  of  a guinea  and 
upwards ; but  they  meet  only  once  in  the  year,  and  no  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are 
kept.  The  medical  attendant  is  a subscriber,  but  he  rarely  attends  the  meetings,  yet  the 
dispensary  has  been  almost  entirely  under  his  management.  He  seems  deservedly  to  possess 
the  entire  confidence  of  the  governors. 

The  only  officer  except  the  surgeon  is  the  treasurer,  a tradesman  in  the  town,  who  hkewise 
acts  as  secretary  and  collector.  The  gentleman  who  had  been  previously  treasurer  was  an 
agent  of  a neighbouring  nobleman,  and  he  held  the  office  till  his  death.  The  present 
treasurer  keeps  two  shops  in  the  town,  and  occasionally  supplies  some  articles  to  the 

not  any  stores  belonging  to  the  charity,  except  medicines.  Those  of  the 
common  kind,  and  to  a small  amount,  such  as  cream  tartai-,  sulphur,  Epsom  salts,  &c.  are 
occasionally  bought  from  the  treasurer. 

Reports  have  been  formerly  made  and  printed  ; but  the  only  documents  of  the  sort  to  be 
seen  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  some  detached  sheets,  giving  an  account  of 
meetings  held  in  1820,  and  one  printed  report  for  1832.  The  gentlemen  present  state  that 
this  neighbom-hood  contains  an  ample  number  of  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in 
investigating  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  administering  relief,  if  it  should  be  hereafter  found 
expedient  to  extend  the,  system  of  relief  to  be  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  income  of  this  dispensary  arises  from  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant,  amounting 
in  the  following  years  to — ' 


dispensary. 
There  are 


Subscriptions 

Presentment 


1832. 

1833. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

- 

60  - - 

60  - - 

- 

- 

68  3 - 

60  - - 

1834. 


£.  s.  d. 
4:1  - - 

None 


granted  by  the  county,  from  some  informality  in  the  application. 

A list  of  the  subscribers  for  the  years  1833  and  1834  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant 
Commissioners,  by  which  it  appears  that  in  the  former  year  a nobleman  subscribed  21 1, 
but  in  the  latter  year  only  bl.  5s.,  in  consequence  of  having  established  a private  dis- 
pensary for  his  own  estate. 

The  Tanderagee  Dispensary  does  not  depend  for  existence  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  or 
two  particular  subscribers ; and  so  far  as  the  present  subscriptions  go,  it  is  not  likely  to 
cease,  but  it  possesses  no  other  property  yielding  any  income. 

The  expenditure  in — 

£.  s.  d. 

1832  amounted  to  -------  112  4 6 

1833  - - - 111  2 11 J 

1834  - 101  - 9^ 


The  principal  items  were,  salary  of  medical  attendant,  and  medicmes.  The  accounts  are 
passed  once  a year.  Besides  the  dispensary,  there  was  a house  built  at  Tandaragee  for  a 
cholera  hospital,  which  has  been  converted  into  a fever  hospital,  under  the  care  of  the 
medical  attendant  of  the  dispensary,  who  states  that  in  the  winter  of  1832,  there  were  forty 
patients  in  it  at  one  time.  There  are  at  present  two  patients  in  it,  one  supported  by  the 
parish  of  Kilmore,  the  other  by  the  medical  attendant  himself.  Donations  and  the  product 
of  a charity  sermon  have  been  applied  to  the  use  of  this  hospital.  It  is  a good  commodioiB 
building,  42  feet  by  21  in  the  clear,  divided  into  two  wards,  and  a kitchen  between: 
the  latter  only  is  ceiled.  The  building  cost  130  Z.  The  proprietor,  a good  resident  landlord, 
gives  the  ground,  about  one  acre,  rent-free.  The  hospital  is  furnished  with  nine  iron 
bedsteads,  straw  mattresses,  and  a good  supply  of  bed-clothes. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  W.  Mauieveiver,  Rector  of  Tynan  ; — Rev.  James  Mauleverer,  Curate;  and  the  Medical 
Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

This  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  parish  of  Tynan,  the  population  of  which  amounts 
to  upwards  of  11,539  persons,  and  for  part  of  the  parishes  of  Aimagh  and  Derrynoose,  the 
population  of  which  could  not  be  given.  The  medical  attendant  is  expected  to  visit  patients 
at  a distance  of  about  eight  miles. 

The  medical  institutions  of  this  description  within  six  miles  are,  the  Caledon  dispensary, 
the  Glasslough  dispensary,  and  the  Middletovra  dispensaiy,  which  latter  is  intended  for  the 
Middletown  estate,  a property  held  in  trust  for  charitable  purposes,  the  trustees  of  winch 
^ ^ • property 
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nroperty  deemed  it  right  to  establish  that  dispensary  for  it  exclusively,  withdrawing  tlieir 
subscription  from  this  establishment. 

A nobleman,  who  is  a principal  proprietor,  finding  it  inconvenient  for  his  tenantry  to  come 
so  far  as  Tynan,  has  provided  other  medical  assistance.  The  gentlemen  piesent  consider 
that  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  attach  to  all  dispensaries  a convenient  ward  for  cases 
of  fever  or  serious  accidents. 

The  trustees  of  the  Middletown  estate  have  attached  to  their  dispensaiy  a fever  hospital, 
capable  of  receiving  at  least  16  patients. 

The  medical  institutions  in  this  quarter  are  not  fconsidered  too  numerous ; there  is  no 
district  near  this  without  a dispensary  except  Augnacloy.  Indeed  with  the  fever  hospital 
and  dispensary  at  Middletown  on  t^e  one  side,  at  about  two  miles  and  a half  distant,  and 
the  well  managed  dispensary  at  Caledon  on  the  other  side,  distant  about  one  mile  and  a half, 
the  necessity  of -the  Tynan  dispensary  is  not  at  present  very  apparent. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  part  of  the  house  which  the  medical  atteirdant  occupies  himself, 
and  the  governors  pay  him  3 1.  per  annum  for  the  use  of  the  apartment.  The  room  is  divided 
so  as  to  provide  a waiting  room.  The  entire  establishment  was  in  a bad  state  of  repah,  but 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  have  it  renewed.  It  is  considered  that  in  these  cases,  so  long  as 
the  support  of  the  dispensary  depends  on  voluntary  contributions,  it  would  be  better  the 
dispensary  building  were  held  by  lease. 

the  medical  officer  attached  to  this  dispensary  is  about  86  years  of  age,  an  ai-my  surgeon 
of  the  Dublin  College,  and  holds  a certificate  for  midwifery  from  Dublin ; he  was  appointed 
to  tliis  institution  in  1819,  by  election,  having  been  previously  living  at  the  fever  hospital 
Dublin.  He  holds  no  other  appointment,  except  the  half  pay  as  militia  surgeon.  In  case 
of  absence  or  illness  the  medical  officer  procures  a substitute ; he  is  allowed  private  practice. 
The  days  for  attendance  at  the  dispensary,  are  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  from  nine  to  twelve 
o’clock.  The  duty  is  not  done  by  proxy.  There  is  no  one  but  the  medical  officer  constantly 
on  the  spot  to  attend  in  case  of  sudden  accident,  and  he  dispenses  all  the  medicines.  The 
medical  attendant  is  tlie  only  paid  officer,  he  receives  50  1.  per  annum  from  the  general  fund. 
No  allowance  for  horse  or  other  conveyance,  board  or  lodging,  but  in  former  years,  when 
the  dispensary  had  larger  funds,  he  was  allowed  for  house  rent,  and  the  keep  of  a horse,  and 
likewise  the  wages  of  a porter.  If  the  committee  or  subscribers  awarded  excessive  salaries 
or  allowances,  the  grand  jury  have  a control  to  refuse  or  diminish  the  grant. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards ; there  is  no 
limitation  as  to  age,  either  in  their  appointment  or  removal.  The  grand  jury  does  not  get 
arw  notice  of  these  appointments.  Of  late  years  there  has  not  been  any  vacancy  for  medical 
officer,  nor  has  any  mortality  occurred.  This  district  does  not  contain  a sufficient  number  of 
persons  capable  of  paying  for  medical  advice,  who  could  support  a professional  man,  exclu- 
sive of  the  dispensary  emolument.  If  the  surgeon  should  be  harsh  to,  or  neglect  the  patients, 
they  can  complain  to  any  subscriber,  and  are  aware  that  they  can  resort  to  that  mode  of 
redress. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged ; the  medicines 
are  in  sufficient  quantity  and  of  good  quality,  with  a moderate  supply  of  the  more  delicate 
kinds,  as  quinine,  &c.  The  medicines  are  bought  of  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Dublin, 
through  the  treasurer,  at  the  requisition  of  the  surgeon,  but  the  latter  occasionally  gets 
some  drags  in  the  village,  to  the  amount  of  4 1.  or  5 1.  per  annum ; the  stock  (no  part  of 
which  is  permitted  to  be  sold)  is  placed  under  the  sole  care  of  the  surgeon,  who  has  no  stock 
of  medicines  of  his  own,  and  does  not  supply  any  to  his  private  patients. 

The  institution  does  not  possess  any  surgical  instruments,  nor  apparatus  for  preparaing 
decoctions,  &c.  Leeches  are  not  supplied  to  the  patients.  The  cost  of  medicines  was,  for 
the  year  ending — 

Tlie  Number 
Attended. 

£.  s.  d.  — 

June  1831  - 32  11  5 | - - 449 

July  1832  ------  32  11  11  - - 4C0 

July  1833  - 33  - 9|-  - 645 

Average  expense  in  medicine  per  head  1 s.  3 ^ 

The  draggist’s  bill  from  1833  to  1834  amounted  to  21 1.  15  s.  6 d.,  but  tliere  are  contin- 
gent expenses  for  medicines,  such  as  salts,  honey,  sugar,  lard,  sundries,  bought  in  the 
village,  which  raise  the  amount  to  33  8 s.  2tf.  The  practice  of  getting  some  medicines 

from  the  draggists,  and  some  from  persons  on  the  spot,  cannot  be  too  sti-ongly  deprecated. 

A register  is  kept  which  distinguishes  the  number  of  patients,  their  names,  residence, 
date,  names  of  recommendors,  disease  and  observations.  Tickets  are  required  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  patients  on  applying,  but  they  are  never  filed  by  the  medical  attendant,  nor 
do  the  subscribers  meet  and  check  the  register  in  any  way.  Neither  is  any  copy  or  summary 
transmitted  to  the  grand  jury.  There  were  not  any  capital  operations  performed  here  within 
the  last  three  years.  Within  the  same  period,  the  medical  attendant  has  attended  11  mid- 
wifery cases  from  the  dis'^ensary.  _ . j r ■ 

Ally  person  to  whom  a subscriber  chooses  to  give  a ticket  is  entitled  to  advice  and  medicme 
at  the  dispensary,  provided  he  resides  within  the  district.  The  domestic  servants  of  sub- 
scribers may  have  tickets,  and  it  happens  occasionally  that  some  persons'  impose  upon  the 
charity  and  obtain  relief  gratis,  who  are  able  to  pay,  but  subscribers  are  never  attended 
gratuitously.  Each  patient  must  have  a ticket  as  above  stated,  in  obtaining  which,  there  is 
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no  difficulty,  and  subscribers  are  not  limited  in  tbe  number  either  of  visiting  or  hom 
tickets. 

Any  patient  having  a dispensary  visiting  ticket,  is  entitled  to  be  visited  at  any  distance 
within  the  district,  day  or  night,  but  in  case  a fracture  or  other  accident  should  occur,  the 
dispensary  is  unprovided  with  splints,  bandages,  &c.,  or  such  other  necessaiy  mean's  of 
rendering  immediate  assistance. 

No  person,  except  the  medical  attendant  of  the  institution,  can  have  prescriptions  made 
up  at  the  dispensary.  There  is  not  any  prescription  book  kept.  Lying-in  women  are  attended 
only  in  cases  of  difficulty ; these  poor  women  are  chiefly  attended  by  midwives,  but  acci- 
dents are  not  here  known  to  arise. 

There  is  no  rule  to  oblige  the  medical  attendant  to  giye  vaccination  gratis,  but  the  custom 
is,  that  all  who  apply  are  vaccinated  on  leaving  is.  to  insure  the  return  of  the  child;  the 
medical  attendant  never  does  and  would  not  inoculate  with  small-pox.  This  latter  disease 
has  not  been  frequent  for  some  years,  but  four  cases  occurred  lately.  Vaccination  is  found 
efficacious,  and  the  confidence  of  the  poor  in  it,  is  good. 

Latterly,  extras,  such  as  wine,  &c.,  have  not  been  allowed,  and  there  is  no  charity  in  the 
neighbourhood,  on  which  the  medical  attendant  can  give  an  order  for  a supply  of  food,  fuel 
or  clothing  for  the  sick  poor.  Lunatics  are  sent  to  the  Armagh  district  asylum. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  those  who  subscribe  a guinea  a year  or  upwards. 
They  meet  twice  in  the  year,  and  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  kept.  The  medical  officer 
is  not  a governor,  nor  is  there  any  person  ex  officio,  in  the  principle  direction ; although 
the  affairs  of  the  charity  have  latterly  been  left  very  much  to  the  medical  officer. 

There  is  not  any  managing  committee. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officer ; there  are  no  bye-laws  printed  with  respect 
to  the  elections  of  these  officers.  No  officer  has  as  yet  been  suspended  or  removed. 

The  funds  have  been  greatly  diminished  of  late  years,  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Sterne  bequest,  and  a neighbouring  nobleman’s  subscription ; the  sums  derived  from  both 
these  sources  being  now  devoted  to  other  charities. 

The  amount  of  receipts  in  the  three  past  years  were  as  follows  : — 


Annual  Subscriptions  - 
Presentments  - 


1831.  1 

1832.  1 

£.  s.  d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

76  8 — 

72 

9 - 

32-6 

36 

4 6 

1833. 

£.  s.  d. 
76  12  - 
36  12  - 


The  poorer  classes  do  not  subscribe.  There  are  no  particular  subscribers  or  family,  on  the 
continuance  of  whose  bounty  the  existence  of  the  charity  depends. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  with  him  until  wanted. 

The  total  expenditure  was  in  the  year — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - _ 120  9 4^ 

1832  - 129  16  6 

1833  - - - - 131  16  2 


The  principal  items  of  outlay  are  medicines  and  surgeon’s  salary. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

M'Cartht  Colclough,  esq.,  Chief  Constable  of  Police — James  Elliott,  esq.— Captain  Harrisoh 
— William  Moore,  esq. ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

This  dispensary  was  originally  established  because  there  was  not  any  institution  in  the  town 
which  provided  domiciliary  visits  to  the  sick  poor.*  The  most  distant  part  to  which  the 
medical  attendant  is  liable  to  visit,  is  one  mile  in  any  direction  from  the  town.  All  persons 
who  apply  can  have  advice,  but  medicine  is  furnished  only  to  those  who  bring  tickets. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a small  thatched  house,  held  at  a rent  of  5 1.  per  annum.  The 
room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  small,  but  considered  sufficiently  large  for  the 
purpose ; there  is  also  a waiting-room. 

■The  sole  medical  officer  of  this  institution  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London ; he  is  about  33  years  of 
age,  and  resides  close  by  the  dispensary,  to  which  he  was  appointed  at  its  foundation,  having 
previously  been  engaged  in  practice  in  the  town.  He  is  also  physician  to  a private  dispen- 
sary, supported  by  a neighbouring  nobleman,  for  which  he  is  paid  a salary;  but  as  permission 
to  inspect  this  dispensary  was  refused,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  can  furnish  no  report  on 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted.  The  medical  officer  does  not  hold  any  other  appoint- 
ment, but  is  allowed  private  practice.  In  case  of  illness  or  temporaiy  absence,  he  is  bound 
to  provide  a qualified  person  as  his  substitute.  The  medical  officer  is  expected  to  be  always 
in  attendance,  to  afford  assistance  in  cases  of  accident  or  other  emergency,  and  on  every 
Tuesday  for  the  entire  day. 

The 


• It  is  questionable  why  the  fever  hospital  and  county  infirmary,  both  in  the  town,  should  not  attend 
to  the  town  portion  of  this  duty. 
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The  amount  of  salary  formerly  paid  to  the  medical  attendant,  was  only  30 1.  per  annum  ; 
lie  now  receives  40 1.,  but  without  allowances  of  any  kind  whatever. 

The  medical  attendant  was  elected  by  the  governors,  the  vacancy  having  been  advertised 
in  the  newspapem,  but  he  was  the  only  candidate.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  aBministratiou  of  this  charity,  so  far  as  the  surgeon  is  concerned,  is 
zealously  and  ably  managed^ 

The  shop  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  was  neatly  and  conveniently  arranged,  and 
the  drawers,  bottles,  &c.  in  proper  order.  The  medicines  appeared  to  be  of  good  quality, 
and  in  sufficient  sui^ply,  including  those  of  the  more  delicate  descriptions,  purchased  of 
Messi-s.  Boileau  & George,  Dublin,  on  the  surgeons  order ; the  invoices  are  discharged  by 
the  treasurer. 


Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 
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Cost  of  Medicine. 

Patients  Relieved. 

f. 

s.  d. 

For  the  year  1832 

- 37 

9 11 

- 

1,830 

1833 

- 19 

17  2 

- 

2,536 

1834 

- 25 

8 10 

- 

1,318 

£.  82 

15  11 

5,184 

Average  expense  for  three  past) 
years.  J 

[ £.  27 

11  111 

’ \ relieved. 

At  an  average  expense  in  medicine  of  nearly  4d.  per  head  per  annum. 

The  medicines  are  all  under  the  care  of  the  medical  attendant.  The  institution  is  not 
provided  with  any  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &e.,  nor  surgical  instruments.  The 
surgeon  does  not  keep  or  furnish  medicine  in  his  private  practice.  Leeches  are  not  supplied 
to  the  patients. 

A register  is  very  carefully  kept  of  eveiy  person  who  has  been  supplied  with  medicine,  which 
distinguishes  the  name  and  residence  of  the  patient,  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  prescription 
and  the  name  of  the  recommender.  The  tickets  are  all  filed,  and  the  register  checked  from 
them  by  the  subscribers.  Those  only  who  have  tickets,  and  live  within  a mile  of  the  institu- 
tion, are  visited  at  home,  but  midwifery  cases  are  not  attended. 

All  persons  having  tickets  are  entitled  to  advice  and  medicine.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  this  charity  by  persons  whose  circumstances  are  not 
such  as  to  requirevgratuitous  relief. 

Patients  are  seen  on  any  day  of  the  week,  but  on  the  market  day  (Tuesday),  the  medical 
attendant  is  constantly  in  attendance  ; the  poor  are  also  attended  at  night  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency. Neighbouring  practitioners  are  not  privileged  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  up 
at  the  institution.  The  prescriptions  adopted  by  me  surgeon,  appeared  to  be  such  as  are 
usual  for  the  disej^es  treated.  Vaccine  matter  is  furnished  to  the  neighbouring  practition- 
ers when  inquired  for,  and  vaccination  is  besides  performed  at  the  institution,  and  the  public 
have  great  confidence  in  its  results ; the  surgeon  will  not  inoculate  with  small-pock  vims ; 
sniall-pock  does  not  prevail  in  this  district.  The  medical  attendant  states,  that  he  had  strong 
reasons  for  fearing  that  from  some  cause  or  other,  the  vaccine  matter  provided  by  the  Dublin 
Vaccine  Institutions  is  not  nearly  as  good  as  that  provided  by  the  London  Institutions. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  afforded  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  nor  does  there  exist 
any  chaiity  for  supplying  food,  clothing  or  fuel  to  the  poor,  on  which  the  medical  attendant 
can  give  an  order. 

The  subscribers  are  the  general  managers,  they  meet  twice  a year  to  audit  the  accounts. 
.There  is  not  any  person  ex  officio,  in  the  principal  direction.  Minutes  are  not  kept  of  these 
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The  managing  committee  consist  of  12  members,  some  of  whom  visit  on  most  dispensary 
dap ; of  their  proceedings  minutes  are  not  kept. 

The  gentleman  who  fills  the  situation  of  treasurer  and  secretary,  is  the  sole  non-medical 
officer.  Should  it  hereafter  be  thought  expedient  to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by 
dispensaries,  this  neighbourhood  contains  an  ample  number  of  pereons  able  and  willing  to 
assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  principal  source  from  which  the  funds  of  the  institution  are  derived,  are  private  sub- 
scnptions,  amounting  to  40 Z.  17s.,  and  the  County  Giunt,  which  amounts  to  40Z.  17^.  The 
chanty  does  not  depend  upon  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual,  nor  is  it  considered  likely 
that  It  will  cease  to  exist,  although  it  possesses  neither  capital,  stock  in  house,  land,  &c.  or 
property,  from  which  any  annual  income  is  derived. 

Ihe  funds  remain  with  the  treasurer,  who  disposes  of  them  as  they  are  required. 

Ine  general  heads  of  expenditure  are — 

£.  s.  d. 

Surgeon’s  Salaiy  40  - - 

Medicines,  about  - ______  25-  — 

Rent  and  Sundries,  about  - - - - - n-  _. 

There  is  no  regular  instruction  given,  but  the  medical  attendant  has  pupils  who  assist  him, 
to  whom  he  gives  all  the  instruction  the  nature  of  the  institution  allows. 
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Rev.  Charles  S.  Coubtsay. — James  Stewart,  esq.,  l.l.h.  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant 
of  the  Institution. 

The  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended,  amounts  to  about 
5,000,  and  the  most  distant  point  to  which  the  surgeon  is  liable  to  be  called,  is  not  more 
than  one  English  mile.  In  Belfast  there  is  a general  hospital,  called  a fever  hospital,  with 
a dispensary  attached,  and  one  other  dispensary  viz.,  the  Chapel-lane  dispensary.  There 
are  within  a radius  of  six  miles  a Lying-in  hospital  and  a Lying-in  charity,  Breda  dispensary, 
Hollywood  and  Whitehouse  dispensanes,  and  the  Ballylesson  dispensary.  This  district  is 
too  large  for  one  medical  man,  but  is  not  divided,  because  there  are  no  means  of  increasing 
the  funds.  All  applicants  are  attended,  but  the  rule  is,  that  every  one  shall  have  a ticket. 
Great  misery  has  occurred  to  the  poor  from  want  of  intern  accommodation.  It  is  very 
desirable  to  attach  a building  to  each  dispensary  for  the  accommodation  of  bad  fever  cases 
and  accidents. 

The  dispensaiy  is  established  at  a small  house  in  one  of  the  principal  streets  in  the  town, 
it  is  two  stories  high,  but  does  not  contain  a waiting-room  for  patients  ; the  shop  is,  how- 
ever, so  contrived  that  many  can  he  accommodated  at  a time;  there  is  no  furniture 
belonging  to  the  institution.  The  upper  part  of  the  house  is  reserved  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  medical  attendant ; the  situation  is  low  and  damp,  and  the  water  very  bad. 
The  house,  with  a small  garden  and  out-house  attached,  is  held  at  will,  but  it  was  considered 
that  it  would  be  much  better,  if  the  buildings  belonged  to  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  dispensary  (who  is  about  33  years  of  age)  graduated  in 
Edinburgh,  at  which  place  he  also  became  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
and  possesses  a license  from  the  same  University  to  practice  midwifery  ; he  resides  at  the 
institution,  to  which  he  was  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant  (except  as  accoucheur)  by 
election,  in  September  1832,  having  previously  been  practicing  in  Belfast;  he  now  holds 
no  other  appointment,  but  pursues  private  practice  : he  is  not  a master  apothecary.  In 
case  of  illness  or  abseoce,  be  would  inform  the  committee,  and  provide  a competent  sub- 
stitute, but  there  is  no  rule  on  the  subject.  He  attends  daily  from  nine  till  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  from  six  till  seven  in  the  evening ; his  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy,  he 
is  always  on  the  spot,  and  dispenses  the  medicines  himself. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  60  Z.  per  annum,  and  10  Z.  house  rent,  paid  from 
the  general  fund,  without  any  allowance  for  a horse  or  board.  The  control  of  the  grand 
jury  is  amply  sufficient  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  making  extravagant  allowances. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards.  The  custom  on 
occasion  of  a vacancy  is  to  advertize,  and  testimonials  are  considered  indispensable.  No 
limitation  exists  as  to  the  age  of  medical  officers.  There  were  only  two  candidates  at  the 
last  election.  There  are  neither  notice  of  election  or  certificate  of  qualification  sent  to  the 
grand  jury.  The  district  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  thedis- 
pensary,  nor  is  there  any  one  resident  within  its  limits,  except  the  surgeon  of  this  institution. 
No  mortality  has  occurred  amongst  the  medical  men.  In  case  of  harsfeess  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  medical  officer  towards  the  poor  patients,  the  latter  can  and  do  appeal  to  the 
subscribers. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  ai’e  kept  is  in  very  gnod  condition ; the  medicines 
good  in  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  as  tar  as  regards  the  more  common  medicines,  hut 
the  tinctures  and  more  expensive  descriptions  are  m small  quantity ; the  medicines  are 
supplied  by  an  established’ dru^ist  in  Belfast,  who  subscribes.  The  medicines  are  ordered 
by  the  committee,  at  the  requisition  of  the  medical  officer.  Up  to  March  1834,  from  the 
period  of  the  original  formation  of  the  charity  in  September  1833,  the  medicine  cost 
16Z.  14s.  2(f. ; they  are  always  under  the  care  of  the  medical  officer,  as  he  resides  at  the 
dispensary  ; no  medicines  belonging  to  the  institution  are  sold,  hut  the  surgeon  is  allowed 
to  sell  medicines  on  his  own  account.  The  dispensary  is  provided  with  all  proper  appai-atus 
for  making  decoctions,  &c. ; medicines  for  private  practice  are  not  kept  in  the  same  apart- 
ment. There  is  not  any  surgical  apparatus  belonging  to  the  institution.  Leeches  are  not 
supplied,  as  the  funds  do  not  admit  of  it.  There  is  no  regulation  relative  to  vaccination,  but 
the  medical  attendant  vaccinates  all  who  present  themselves  ; he  never  does  iror  would  he 
inoculate  with  small-pbck  matter. 

There  is  no  registerf  kept,  the  duty  is  described  as  so  constant  and  urgent  that  one  person 
could  not  keep  a correct  register  and  attend  to  his  other  duties.  No  patients  are  refused 
attendance ; no  books  kept  of  the  number  of  patients  ; cases  of  midwifery  are  not  attended. 

A ticket  from  a subscriber  entitles  a person  to  relief;  and  servants  of  subscribers  are 
attended  if  they  have  tickets.  It  is  the  custom  to  afford  relief  to  all  who  apply ; persons 

not 


* John  Wallace,  esq.,  who  was  present  only  for  a few  minutes,  sent  the  following  note  to  ihe  Assist- 
ant-Commissioners; and  the  witnesses  present  expressed  their  unqualified  concurrence  in  the  recom- 
mendation therein  contained.  “ I would  recommend  that  an  infirmary  or  hospital  should  be  established 
in  Ballymacarrett,  for  the  county  of  Down,  under  the  provisions  of  the  54  Geo.  III.  c.  62,  there  not 
being  any  place  of  reception  for  poor  patients  nearer  than  Downpatrick,  which  is  distant  21  Irish  miles. 
Such  an  establishment  is  becoming  daily  more  necessary,  by  reason  of  the  increasing  population  of  the 
county  of  Down,  in  the  vicinity  of  Belfast ; which  latter  town  being  in  a different  county,  Antrim,  the 
inhabitants  in  the  county  Down  are  not  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  its  institutions. 

19,  July  1834.  (signed)  John 

•{■  The  most  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  this  dispensary  is,  that  there  is  no  writre 
document  of  any  kind  kept,  and  that  writing  materials  are  never  used,  either  in  prescription,  register  or 
otherwise. 
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not  fit  objects  for  gmtuitous  assistance  have  attempted  to  obtain  relief  gratis,  but  this  abuse 
is  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible.  Attendance  is  not  given  to  poor  subscribers.  The 
rule  is,  that  all  shall  be  provided  with  tickets,  to  each  of  which  the  signature  of  one  sub,- 
scriber  gives  ample  validity ; but  no  applicant  is  refused  relief.  Subscribers  are  unlimited 
in  the  number  of  recommendations  which  they  are  empowered  to  distribute. 

The  sick  poor  are  attended  at  their  own  dwellings  at  all  hours,  in  any  part  of  the  district. 
The  institution  does  not  provide  splints  orbandagesdn  cases  of  accident.  Medical  men  are 
not  authorized  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  institution  ; lying-in  cases  ai-e  not 
attended ; the  midwives  are  uneducated,  but  have  some  skill  derived  from  practice ; the 
medical  attendant,  however,  has  known  cases  of  injury  to  have  occun-ed.  There  is  no 
prescription  book  kept:  vaccination  is  performed  at  the  institution  on  any  that  present 
themselves,  and  is  considered  efficacious.  Since  the  medical  attendant  came  to  the  parish 
at  the  formation  of  this  charity,  he  has  not  known  any  case  of  small-pock,  but  in  Iris  opinion 
the  confidence  of  the  poor  in  vaccination  is  diminished. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  never  furnished  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor  is  there 
any  charity  in  this  district  on  which  an  order  for  such  could  be  given  in  behalf  of  the 
sick  poor. 

The  general  management  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  subscribers.  The  medical  man  is 
a governor  in  light  of  subscription  and  not  ex  officio.  The  committee  are  attentive.  There 
is  not  any  person  entitled  .ex  officio  to  participate  in  the  principal  direction ; no  rules  exist 
for  the  guidance  of  general  or  other  meetings ; votbig  is  not  permitted  by  proxy.  Minutes 
are  kept  of  the  meetings. 

A committee  of  nine,  five  of  whom  constitute  a quorum,  is  selected  at  the  general  meeting, 
and  minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings.  The  grand  jury  have  not  appointed  any  board  of 
superintendance. 

The  offices  of  treasurer  and  collector  are  united  in  the  person  of  one  individual,  who  acts 
gratuitously  and  without  giving  any  security ; the  accounts  are  audited  by  the  committee. 
There  are  no  bye-laws  regulating  the  election  of  officers ; the  voting  is,  however,  open,  a 
method  of  proceeding  which  has  been  found  beneficial.  Particular  religious  behef  does  not 
exclude  any  one  from  becoming  an  officer.  There  have  been  eleven  governors  since  the 
formation  of  the  charity.  An  instance  of  an  officer  being  suspended  or  removed  has  never 
occurred. 

There  are  no  attendants  belonging  to  the  institution. 

This  institution  has  not  existed  for  more  than  a few  months,  consequently  no  reports  of 
its  progress  and  affairs  have  as  yet  been  made  up.  The  district  affords  a sufficient  number 
of  persons  capable  of  making  a more  minute  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  poor. 

Tlie  amount  of  subscriptions  on  which  to  establish  the  dispensary,  in  September  1883, 
was  71 Z.  5 s.  6d.  The  treasurer  was  absent  at  the  period  of  this  examination,  but  it  is 
understood  that  the  grand  jury  grant  amounted  to  25/.  Some  of  the  poorer  classes  appear 
in  the  list  of  subscribers,  who  contribute  10  s.  5 s.  and  even  so  small  a sum  as  2 s.  6 d.  each. 
The  existence  of  the  charity  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  individual,  and  was 
said  to  be  pretty  firmly  established,  although  it  does  not  possess  any  property  of  a fixed 
nature.  It  does  not  happen  that  subscriptions  are  attended  with  any  stipulations  with  re- 
spect to  supplying  the  subscribers  or  family  with  advice  and  medicine  gratuitously. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treastirer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted,  and  there 
is  not  any  money  belonging  to  the  institution  in  the  hands  of  a salaried  officer. 

This  institution,  being  still  only  in  its  infancy,  there  have  not  been  any  of  its  accounts  yet 
examined  or  settled. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Daniel  Dickenson. — James  Foot,  esq.,  j.  p. — T.  W.  Hayes,  esq. — Rev  ..Hamilton  Madden. 

— Rev.  Edward  Richards. — Michael  Sampson. — John  Walsh;  and  the  Medical  Attendant 

of  the  Institution. 

The  population  of  the  district,  to  the  sick  poor  of  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  to 
afford  relief,  amounts  to  about  40,000,  including  four  parishes  and  part  of  a fifth.  The 
most  distant  point  to  which  the  medical  officer  is  liable  to  be  called  is  about  eight  miles, 
and,  within  six,  there  is  no  medical  establishment,  nor  indeed  within  the  whole  district, 
which  is  considered  too  lai-ge,  but  the  want  of  the  necessary  funds  prevents  the  utility  of' 
the  present  establishment  from  being  extended.  This  neighbourhood  is  pretty  well  supplied 
with  medical  charities,  well  placed  with  regard  to  the  population.  The  poor,  however,  suffer 
from  a total  want  of  intern  accommodation,  w'hich  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  should  be 
afforded  for  cases  of  bad  fevers  and  accidents,  and  for  this  purpose  twelve  beds  would  pro- 
bably be  sufficient  in  this  district. 

The  dispensary  does  not  possess  any  building,  but  rents  a house  in  the  principal  street, 
the  situation  of  which  is  good,  airy  and  healthy.  The  house  consists  of  a waiting  room  for 
patients,  a board-room,  and  shop  (in  which  there  are  some  articles  of  furniture),  also 
a physician’s  consulting  room.  The  rest  of  the  house  is  occupied  by  a family,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  keep  the  house  clean  and  to  attend  upon  the  physician  on  dispensary  days  ; the  only 
premises  attached  is  a small  court-yard.  It  is  decidedly  desirable,  that  dispensaiy  buildings 
should  in  all  cases  belong  to  the  committee. 

The  principal  medical  officer,  who  is  about  42  years  of  age,  is  a physician  of  Scotland, 
a licentiate  of  the  King’s  and  Queen’s  College  of  Physicians,  Dublin,  and  a member  of  the 
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College  of  Surgeons,  London ; who  also  obtained,  at  Dublin,  a certificate  authorizing  him 
to  practice  midwifery ; he  resides  in  the  town  about  100  yards  distant,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  in  1 814  by  the  governors,  having  then  just  taken  his  degree.  He  holds  also  the 
office  of  coroner  for  the  county,  the  income  derived  from  which  is  but  very  small,  as  only 
1 Z.  1 s.  is  allowed  for  each  inquest.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  private  practice, 
and  in  case  of  his  unavoidable  absence  from  his  dispensary  duties,  he  must  give  information 
thereof  to  the  committee.  He  attends  at  the  dispensary  four  days  in  the  week,  Sunday,* 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  from  ten  o’clock  till  all  patients  are  prescribed  for,  and 
the  dispensary  is  besides  always  open  to  meet  cases  of  emergency.  The  other  medical 
officer  is  an  apothecary,  whose  duty  is  to  compound,  and  prepare  the  medicine,  and  to  be 
always  ready  in  cases  of  sudden  call  till  the  physician  can  attend  himself.  There  are  not 
any  students  or  pupils  attached  to  the  dispensary ; the  apothecary  being  always  on  the  spot 
answers  the  purpose,  and  all  medicines  are  dispensed  by  him. 

Two  medical  officers  are  paid.  The  surgeon’s  salary  is  74/.,  without  any  other  allowance. 
The  apothecary’s  salary  is  20 1,  without  perquisites  of  any  sort.  The  grand  jury  can  and' 
do  diminish  the  amount  of  the  county  grant,  as  they  think  proper. 

The  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  or  upwards,  all  of  whom 
are  eligible  to  vote  on  occasion  of  a vacancy.  Notice  is  given  by  advertisement  in  the  news- 
papers, wherein  it  is  stated  that  testimonials  are  considered  indispensable,  but  tliere  is  not 
any  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  a medical  officer,  either  in  appointing  him,  nor  any  super- 
annuations or  retiring  allowances.  At  the  election  in  1814,  there  were  no  less  than  27 
candidates,  and  notice  of  the  result  of  the  election  was  not  given  to  the  grand  jury,  nor  is 
it  considered  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  a controlling  power  on  those  who  now  exercise 
the  right  of  election.  This  neighbourhood  is  capable  of  maintaining  medical  men  inde- 
pendently of  this  institution,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  there  are  eight  medical  men 
resident  in  the  district,  who  are  all  eligible  to  the  dispensary ; there  has  not  been  any 
mortality  among  the,  medical  officers  of  this  charity.  In  case  of  harshness  on  the  part  of 
medical  officers  towai-ds  the  poor,  the  latter  can  appeal  to  the  subscribers,  whose  authority 
is  considered  sufficient,  and  of  this  tribunal  of  appeal  they  are  said  to  be  perfectly  aware. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  very  small ; the  fittings  up  are  of  24  years 
standing,  but  are  still  in  a useful  state;  there  appeared  to  be  a good  and  ample  supply  of 
medicines,  including  those  of  the  more  delicate  descriptions.  They  are  purchased  of 
Mr.  Jonathan  Hill,  a respectable  druggist  of  Dublin,  who  is  a subscriber;  the  character 
of  the  medical  officer  is  the  sole  guarantee  that  the  medicines  are  never  changed  or 
adulterated;  they  are  ordered  in  the  names  of  the  surgeon  and  the  treasurer  jointly,  and 
the  hills  after  being  audited  by  the  committee,  are  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  their  order. 


£.  s.  d. 

The  expense  for  1832  was  - - - - - - - 62  116| 

• for  1833  was  - - - - - - - 71  15  10 

for  1834 was  - - - - - - - 73  15  7J 


The  institution  possesses  the  proper  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  and  medicines 
for  private  practice  are  kept  in  the  same  house ; but  those  belonging  to  the  institution  are 
never  sold ; the  institution  is  not  provided  with  surgical  instruments  of  any  kind,  and 
leeches  are  not  supplied  except  in  extraordinary  cases,  when  they  are  procured  from  town. 

The  number  of  patients  attended  in  1832  was  - - - - ' 5,230 

„ „ „ in  1833  was  - - - - 6,444 

„ „ „ in  1834  was'  - - - - 6,582 

It  thus  appears  that  in  1332,  the  patients  cost  in  medicine  nearly  3rf.  per  head.  In  the 
years  1833  and  1834  about  2|tf.  Surgeons  in  the  neighbourhood  are  furnished  witli 
vaccine  matter  from  the  institution.  Inoculation  with  smadl-pock  matter  is  not  perfomed 
by  the  medical  attendant,  who  is  decidedly  averse  to  the  practice. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant  of  the  number  of  patients,  the_  nature  of 
their  diseases,  the  prescription  applied,  and  the  number  of  families  visited  at  their  houses ; 
but  merely  the  result  of  the  cases  in  the  latter  instance  is  observed ; the  register  is  printed 
annually  and  sent  to  the  grand  juiy  and  judge  of  assize.  Capital  operations  do  not  appear 
in  the  register,  nor  cases  of  midwifery. 

All  poor  persons,  being  fit  objects  of  relief,  receive  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary ; 
but  the  number  of  persons  who  are  visited  at  their  homes,  seldom  exceed  400  in  the  year, 
because  of  the  necessity  of  their  being  provided  with  visiting  tickets,  the  number  of  which 
is  limited ; yet  it  is  necessary  that  each  poor  person  requiring  to  be  visited  at  home  shall  be 
provided  with  such  a ticket,  to  which  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient ; but 
each  subscriber  of  1 /.  Is.  and  upwards  has  only  power  to  issue  nine  visiting  tickets ; any 
additional  number  may  be  obtained,  however,  at  1 s.  each ; the  poor  are  never  in  any  diffi- 
culty so  often,  as  their  cases  really  require  home  attendance.  There  are  not  any  of  the 
poorer  classes  amongst  the  subscribers,  and  the  abuse  of  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary  by 
persons  obtaining  relief  who  are  not  objects  of  charity,  has  seldom  been  attempted. 

All  the  really  poor  who  apply  at  the  dispensary  ai-e  supplied  with  advice  and  medicine. 
Those  who  can  procure  a visiting  ticket  are  attended  at  their  own  houses,  at  any  hour,  day 
or  nie-ht  In  case  of  accidents,  the  institution  is  furnished  with  splints,  bandages,  &c. 

» ■ medical 


’ The  dispensary  is  open  mi  the  Sunday  for  the  convenience  of  the  sick  poor  who  reside  at  a dis- 
tance, and  who  can,  on  that  day,  more  easily  borrow  a cart  and  horse  of  a neighbour. 
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medical  assistance  given.  Practitioners  are  not  permitted  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  Dispeksaries. 

up  at  the  dispensary.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended,  only  when  accompanied  by  any  particu-  

lar  feature  of  danger  or  difficulty,  and  then  under  the  authority  of  a visiting  ticket ; poor  Ulste^ 

women  being  generally  attended  by  midwives,  who  are  very  unskilful,  and  tlirough  whose  County  Down, 
ignorance,  injury  isknown  frequently  to  happen.  The  prescription  book  contains  an  account  Examinations  taken  by 
of  medicine  usually  considered  proper  for  the  cases  treated.  Vaccination  is  performed  gratk  sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 
once  a week,  subject  to  certain  regulations.  During  the  spring  and  summer  months  Is.  J.  R.  Corrie,esq.,M.D. 
is  deposited  to  secure  the  return  of  the  child  ; this  is  strictly  acted  up  to,  and  the  results  „ 

have  been  obseived  to  be  very  favourable,  not  a single  instance  occurring  of  those  vacci-  Banortage 

Dated  at  the  dispensary,  afterwards  taking  the  disease ; ’ the  confidence  of  the  public  in  vacci-  ispen&a^. 
nation  is  therefore  great  and  increasing.  The  disease  does  not  exist  in  the  neighbourhood  — — 
at  present.  The  medical  attendant  stated  that  he  has  known  cases  of  modified  small-pox 
attacking  persons  who  bore  marks  of  vaccination ; but  the  symptoms  were  not  severe. 

There  are  no  intern  patients  in  the  institution ; but  it  has  been  occasionally  the  custom  to  Intern  Patients, 
mduce  persons  to  take  lodgings  in  the  town  in  order  that  they  might  be  attended  daily ; and 
in  some  instances,  the  expenses  have  been  defrayed  from  the  funds  of  the  institution,  but 
generally  from  other  sources,  except  so  far  as  attendance  and  medicine.  Lunatic  cases  are 
sent  to  the  assylum  at  Belfast.  Cholera  did  not  prevail  much  in  Banbridge. 

There  bemg  no  committee  appointed,  the  whole  management  rests  with  the  subscribers  at  General  Jfanage- 
large,  who  meet  on  tire  second  Monday  in  January,  April,  July  and  October.  The  ment. 
institution  has  not  been  left  in  any  essential  degree  under  the  managemeirt  of  the  surgeon, 
nor  is  there  any  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  At  the  meethigs  of  the  sub- 
scribers five  constitute  a quomm,  and  from  eight  to  twelve  generally  attend,  voting  by  proxy 
not  being  permitted.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept. 

There  is  a treasurer,  and  the  situation  is  at  present  filled  by  a gentleman  who  acts  Officers  not 
gratuitously,  and  is  not  called  upon  to  enter  into  any  security ; he  is  also  collector : his  medical, 
office  is  permanent.  There  are  not  any  printed  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  election 
of  officers,  but  the  voting  is  always  open,  a system  which  is  considered  beneficial.  Reli- 
gious behef  does  not  form  a ground  of  exclusion  against  any  one.  The  necessity  of  a 
veto  over  the  elections  is  not  experienced  here  ; an  instance  has  never  occurred  of  an  officer 
being  suspended  or  removed. 

The  only  attendants  are  the  persons  who  reside  in  the  house  and  keep  it  clean,  they  also  Attendants, 
go  of  errands,  &c. ; they  reside  in  the  dispensaiy  house  rent  free,  but  receive  no  salary. 

There  are  not  any  printed  rules,  nor  has  any  alteration  in  the  management  of  this  charity  Rules, 
been  suggested  by  local  authorities. 

Annual  reports  are  printed,  and  distributed  to  all  the  subscribers,  and  a copy  is  sent  to  tlie  Reports, 
grand  jury,  together  with  one  to  the  judge,  and  to  all  persons  who  it  is  considered  ought, 
but  who  do  not,  subscribe.  The  district  contains  a sufficient  number  of  persons  capable  of 
entering  into  a more  minute  inquiry  into  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

As  the  treasurer  was  absent  from  home  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  tlie  assistant  commis-  FundsandAccouuts. 
sioners,  the  books  could  not  be  inspected.  The  following  particulars  were  taken  from  reports, 
in  presence  of  the  gentlemen  in  attendance. 

For  the  year  ending  in  July  respectively : — 


Subscriptions 
County  Grant 


1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

£.  s.  d. 

f.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

87  9 6 

96  9 - 

91-6 

- 

87  9 6 

80  - - 

80  - - 

£. 

174  19  - 

176  9 - 

171  - 6 

The  poorer  classes  do  not  subscribe.  The  existence  of  the  charity  cannot  be  considered  pre- 
carious, as  it  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  individual ; but  neither  does  it  possess 
any  capital  or  stock  producing  any  fixed  annual  income. 

The  treasurer  collects  the  funds,  and  they  remain  in  his  custody  until  required.  No  money  Collection, 
remains  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers  or  servants. 

The  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditure  on  account  of  this  charity  during  the  last  three  Expenditure, 
years,  is  extracted  from  the  annual  printed  reports,  as  follows,  for  the  year  ending  July : — 


£. 

s. 

d. 

sizes  1831  - . . -j 

5 

SubsciiptioDS  . 

87 

6 

County  Grant  - - - . 

Rent  of  part  of  the  Dispensary  Pre-J 

87 

9 

6 

4 4 - 

Subscriptions  received  since  Assizes  - c 2 - 


0.5. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Salary  and  Visiting  Allowances  tol 
Surgeon  - - - - -j  '4 

- 

- 

Extra  Allowances  this  year 

- 15 

- 

- 

Apothecary’s  Half-year’s  Salary 

- 

- 

Medicines  - 

- 49 

19 

5 

Rent  ----- 

“ 13 

13 

— 

Linen  and  Flannel  - - - 

- 5 

17 

8 

Sundries  - 

- 13 

12 

11 

182 

3 

Balance 

- 67 

13 

5 

£.  249 

16 

5 

H H 2 
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Dispehsaiues. 

Ulster. 

County  Down. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  si.  d. 

j.  R.  Corrie,  esq.jM.  n. 

Banbridge 

Dispensary. 


Accounts. 


Bangor  Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 

Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Balance  as  above  . - - 

Subscriptions  - - . 

County  Grant  - 

Rent  as  above  . . - 

Cash  received  from  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Cholera  Fund,  on  closing  his 
Account  - 


£. 

- 67  13 

- 96  9 
■ 80  - 

- 4 4 


-183  3.- 

d. 


Salary,  &c.  as  above  to  Surgeon 
Apothecary’s  Year’s  Salary 
Medicines  - - . . 

Flannel  and  Calico  ... 
Rent  - 

Salt,  Honey,  Lard,  Spirits,  &c. 
Sundries  - - - - 


£.  s.  d. 

- 74  - - 

- 20  - _ 

- 56  16  u 

- 6 7 10 

' 13  13  - 

- 14  18  11 

■ 6 15  8 


192  1-2  4 

■ 57  n 4| 


£.  250  3 


=^•250  3 


Balance  as  above  - 
Subscriptions - 
County  Grant 
Rent  as  above 


— 1834.— 


£.  s.  d. 


£.232  15  lOj 


£. 


. 74  - _ 

- 29  - - 

- 63  2 3 

- 13  13  - 

* 4 8 9 


Salary,  &c.  as  above  to  Surgeon 
Apothecary,  One  Year  - 
Medicines  - 

Rent  - - ' - - 

Flannel  - 

Salts,  rloney,  Spirits,  Lard, Vinegar,')  . , 

ifec.&c.&c.  - - ■ ^3  4§ 

Sundries  - - - - - 3 15  io| 

198  13  3 

Balance  - - 34  3 7J 

£.232  15  lOj 


All  bills  are  submitted  to  the  board,  who  audit  themj  they  are  then  paid  by  the 
treasurer. 

The  accounts  are  made  up,  audited  and  sent  to  the  grand  jury  twice  a year. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

James  Cleliand,  esq. — Mr.  Thomas  M'Cullock. — Rev.  Mr.  Johnston. — Colonel  Ward.— 
Mr.  WiLtiAM  Ward  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

This  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  in  the  parish  of  Bangor,  wliich 
contains  upwards  of  9,000  inhabitants ; the  most  distant  point  which  the  medical  attendant 
is  liable  to  visit,  is  about  four  English  miles.  The  only  medical  establishment  within  six  miles 
is  the  Donaghadee  dispensary,  and  there  is  no  other  medical  institution  in  the  district,  wliich 
is  not  found  too  large  for  the  management  of  one  dispensaiy.  All  the  poor  of  the  parish 
are  attended,  and  none  refused ; but  it  is  thought  that  it  would  be  a much  greater  benefit  to 
the  public  to  have  small  district  hospitals,  than  one  large  hospital,  as  at  present,  at  Down- 
patrick. The  want  of  a local  hospital,  however,  has  not  been  much  felt  here. 

The  charity  does  not  hold  any  house  or  apartments  specially  for  its  purposes,  but  under 
the  present  medical  man  a building  is  not  required,  as  he  holds  the  dispensary  in  his  own 
house. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution  is  a licentiate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  at  which  place  he  also  studied  midwifery  j he  resides  in  the  town,  in 
the  house  where  also  the  dispensaiy  is  kept.  Colonel  Ward,  to  whom  this  charity  is 
indebted  for  its  original  establishment  in  1817,  appointed  him  as  general  medical  attenclant 
at  that  period,  previous  to  which  he  was  practicing  in  the  town  ; he  is  also  surgeon  to  the 
South  Down  Militia,  for  which  he  receives  the  pay  of  631.  17  s.  Qd.  per  annum,  but  is  not 
now  liable  to  be  called  by  that  appointment  from  his  dispensary  duties ; he  is  also  engaged 
in  private  practice.  In  case  of  his  temporary  absence  or  illness,  this  officer  could  make  his 
own  private'  arrangements.  The  fixed  days  for  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are 
Mondays  and  Thursdays,  from  nine  till  half-past  twelve,  when  his  duty  is  never  done  by 
proxy. 

There  are  no  other  medical  officers,  nor  any  one  in  the  shop  to  afford  immediate  assis- 
tance when  the  superintendent  is  absent..  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  himself. 

The  medical  officer  at  his  appointment  was  promised  a salary  of  30  ^.,  but  the  funds  have 
never,  since  the  first  few  years,  been  sufficient  to  allow  him  that  sum,  and  he  has  frequently 
been  without  any  salary ; he  is  not  provided  with  a horse  or  other  conveyance,  nor  any 
board  or  lodging. 

Tlie 
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Dispensaries. 


In  1825 
1826 

1827 

1828 
1829 


d. 


In  1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 


Ukttr, 

County  Down. 

Examinalions  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 

J.  K.  Corrie,  esq.,  ir.n. 

r Dispensary. 


The  suras  he  has  received  during  the  past  ten  years  were  as  follows 

£.  s.  d. 

8 14  11 
nothing. 

10  - - 
nothing, 
nothing. 

Tt  is  almost  needless  to  add,  that  the  grand  jury  are  not  likely  to  be  called  on  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  the  county  grant,  in  order  to  control  the  salary  authorized  by  the  governors 
of  this  institution,  on 'the  ground  of  its  being  higher  than  necessary  to  obtain  an  efficient 
medical  officer.  _ ..... 

There  has  not  been  any  election  of  medical  officer  since  the  first  formation  of  this  mstitu-  Election, 
tion  nor  are  there  any  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  such  proceedings ; the  present  medical 
man  was  known  to  the  subscribers  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  on  which  occasion  it  was 
not  deemed  necessary  to  send  to  the  grand  jury  any  notice  or  certificate  of  his  qualifications. 

There  is  not  any  rule  with  respect  to  the  age  of  the  medical  officers,  nor  are  there  any 
superannuations  or  retiring  allowances.  The  neighbourhood  contains  persons  able  to  pay  for 
advice  and  medicine,  sufficient  in  number  to  support  a medical  man  independently  or  the 
dispensary  emolument ; and  there  are  two  residing  in  the  district,  eligible  to  take  the 
appointment  to  the  institution.  If  the. medical  attendant  should  neglect  his  duty  or  abuse 
it,  the  poor  are  aware  that  they  can  complain  to  any  subscriber. 

^The  medical  officer  provides  the  medicine  from  his  own  private  stock  of  medicines,  and  Pharmacy, 
makes  a charge  against  the  subscribers.*  The  institution  does  not  possess  any  surgical 
instruments  whatever.  Leeches  are  not  supplied  to  the  patients ; there  is  no  rule  relative 
to  vaccinating,  but  the  surgeon  is  in  the  habit  of  vaccinating  gratis,  and  never  did  inoculate 
with  small-pock  virus. 

A register  is  not  kept,f  but  a parishioner  is  never  refused  advice  or  attendance.  Patients’  llegis- 

The  being  a pauper  inhabitant  of  the  parish  of  Bangor  is  a sufficient  claim  to  entitle  an  tration.  _ 
applicant  to  advice  and  medicine  ; the  servants  of  subscribers  are  also  attended.  The  abuse  of  Who  entitled  to 
persons  seeking  aid  from  the  charity  who  could  afford  to  pay,  has  been  attempted,  but  it  is  Kelie.. 
guarded  against  as  much  as  possible ; but  considerable  inconvenience  has  been  felt  from 
some  subscribers  having  giving  tickets  to  their  farmers. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  or  if  necessary  attended  at  their  own  houses,  Extern  Patients, 
at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night,  witliin  the  limits  of  the  parish.  In  cases  of  accident,  the 
institution  does  not  possess  the  means  of  furnishing  assistance,  but  the  medical  attendant  is 
in  the  habit  of  using  his  own  instruments,  &c.  Practitioners  are  not  authorized  to  have  their 
prescriptions  made  up  at  the  dispensary.  Difficult  cases  of  lying-in  are  attended  from  the 
dispensary,  but  in  or&inaiy  cases  the  poor  are  attended  by  midwives,  some  of  whom  possess 
some  skill,  and  the  medical  officer  did  not  know  of  any  case  of  accident  or  injury  occurring 
from  their  ignorance.  Vaccination  is  perfoimed  gratis  on  all  that  come,  and  the  results  are 
very  favourable,  secondary  small-pock  being  of  a very  rare  occurrence ; the  medical 
attendant  stated,  that  he  had  not  seen  a case  of  small-pox  for  several  years ; the  public 
have  veiy  great  confidence  in  vaccination. 

Extras,  such  as  wine,  &c..  are  not  given  to  the  poor  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor  Nourishment, 
is  there  any  charity  on  wliich  an  order  can  be  given  to  the  sick  poor  for  food,  clothing  or 
fuel. 

Lunatic  cases  are  sent  to  Belfast.  Intern  Patients. 

, There  have  not  of  late  years  been  any  meetings  of  the  subscribers.  The  treasurer  receives  General  Manage- 
the  subscriptions  and  pays  the  bills.  _ _ ment. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  officer  not  medical,  and  he  fulfils  the  duties  of  his  office  (which  Officers,  not 
is  permanent)  gratuitously.  There  has  not  occurred  any  case  of  removal  or  suspension  of  medical, 
an  officer. 

The  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons,  able  and  willing  to  make  a more  Reports, 
minute  investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  if  the  system  of  dispensary  aid  were  to  be 
extended. 

The  amount  of  subscriptions  and  grand  jury  presentments  received  during  the  past  three  Funds  and 


years,  are  as  follows  : — 


Subscriptions 

Presentments 


1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

34  5 - 

37  8 - 

43  15  - 

- 

17  2 0 

18  14  - 

1 21  17  6 

1 51  7 6 

56  2 - 

j 65  12  G 

Accounts. 

Receipts 


In  the  instance  of  this  institution,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  grand  jury  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  granting  annual  sums,  equal  to  only  half  the  amount  of  subscriptions.  The  sub- 
scriptions are  not  attended  with  any  stipulations  that  the  subscribers,  or  any  of  their 

families, 


* In  1817  the  medical  officer  proposed  to  supply  advice,  medicine,  in  fact  every  thing,  for  the  whole 
•amount  of  the  subscriptions ; the  subscribers  agreed,  and  thus  the  affairs  have  gone  on  since. 

+ Registry  merely  divided  into  items,  to  show  the  grand  jury,  and  not  to  check  expenditure. 

0.5.  ' n H 3 
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DiSPENSAaiES. 

Uliter. 

County  Down. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  M.  D. 

Bangor  Dispensary. 
Accounts. 


Castlexaellan 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country.  ^ 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds,  ' 


Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Pharmacy, 
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families,  are  to  get  medical  relief  gratis.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  If  three  of 
the  subscribers,  to  the  greatest  respective  amounts  of  contribution,  were  to  withdraw  their 
support,  the  charity  must  cease  to  exist ; but  the  continuance,  so  far  as  subscriptions  to 
32  Z.  annually,  and  the  coimty  presentment  on  that  account,  cannot  be  considered  pre- 
carious. The  institution  has  no  permanent  annual  income  arising  from  stock  or  otherwise. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  custody  they  are  allowed  to  remain 
until  wanted. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  was,  for  tlie  year  1832,  50Z.  19s.  \\d. ; 1833,  50Z.  13s.  8(f.* 
and  for  half-year,  ending  .3,0th  June  1834,  42  Z.  Os.  6 £?.  The  surgeon’s  charges  against  the 
subscribers  are  the  only  bills  for  examinsftion. 

The  accomrts  are  made  up  and  sent  to  the  grand  jury  by  the  treasurer  twice  a year. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Earl  Annesly. — Mr.  Law.— Rev.  Mr.  M‘Kee. — Mr.  Alexander  M'Mullen. — Mr.  Owen 
M‘Mullen  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended,  could  not  be  accu- 
rately ascertained ; but  it  was  stated  that  the  medical  attendant  is  not  liable  to  go  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  beyond  the  distance  of  seven  miles  from  the  dispensary.  The  district 
is  said  to  extend  14  miles  in  every  direction.  There  is  no  other  medical  institution  within 
a radius  of  six  miles,  that  at  Rathfriland  being  the  nearest.  The  district  is  i-ather  too  large 
for  one  medical  man,  but  the  funds  do  not  admit  of  the  appointment  of  an  assistant 
surgeon.  The  medical  institutions  in  the  county  are  thought  to  be  well  placed,  as  far  as 
regards  population.  Advice  and  medicine  are  never  refused  at  this  charity,  but  as  it  possesses 
only  one  ivard,  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  but  one  or  two  cases  of  accidents,  it  would  be 
most  beneficial  if  a building  were  provided  specially  for  patients  suffering  under  fever  or 
accidents.  * 

There  is  no  building  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  but  the  charity  now  occu- 
pies a house  in  an  open,  healthy  part  of  the  town.  The  fitting  up  of  the  shop  and  tbe 
furniture  of  the  board-room  is  all  the  furniture  the  charity  possesses ; the  house  is  in  good 
repair,  except  the  roof,  which  is  to  be  immediately  improved  at  the  landlords  expense. 
There  are  two  rooms  above  stairs,  one  belonging  to  the  matron,  and  the  other  a ward  for 
two  beds,  all  expense  attending  which  (with  the  exceptien  of  medicines),  is  defrayed  at 
private  charge,  independently  of  any  county  grant ; there  is  also  a waiting-room ; a small 
yard  and  stable,  but  no  other  out-buildings  are  attached.  The  house  is  held  at  will. 
There  is  not  any  prospect  of  change,  but  it  were  better  in  all  cases  that  the  dispensary 
building  belonged  to  the  public. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution,  graduated  in  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  where  he  also  became  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  obtained 
a licence  to  practice  midwifery.  He  resides  at  Biyansford,  about  two-and-a-half  English 
miles  distant,  having  been  appointed  in  the  united  capacities  of  physician,  surgeon,  accou- 
cheur and  apothecary  to  this  dispensary  at  its  formation  in  1822,  before  whicm  period  he 
was  practicing  and  continues  to  practice  as  a physician  in  the  county ; he  has  not  any  other 
appointment.  In  case  of  his  absence,  a substitute  must  be  provided,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  governors.  The  fixed  days  and  hours  of  his  attendance  at  this  institution,  are 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays  from  10  o’clock  until  all  patients  are  attended,  and  this  duty  is 
never  done  by  proxy.  Should  the  medical  officer  be  guilty  of  any  harshness  or  neglect 
towai-ds  the  patients,  they  can  complain  to  any  governor,  and  are  aware  of  this  mode  of 
seeking  redress.  No  student  or  pupil  resides  on  the  spot,  the  medicines  are  therefore 
dispensed  by  the  medical  officer. 

The  surgeon  is  the  only  paid  officer ; his  salary  is  I'OO  1.  per  annum,  which  is  paid  from 
the  general  fund,  without  any  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance,  board  or  lodging. 
The  grand  jury  can  refuse  or  diminish  the  grant,  and  have  a controlling  power  in  refusing 
funds ; there  is  not  any  abuse  known  to  exist,  and  the  control  of  the  grand  jury  and  gentry 
is  considered  sufficient  to  prevent  any  such  occurrence. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  governors,  being  subscribei-s  of  a guinea  or  upwards, 
all  of  whom  are  entitled  to  vote,  but  the  grand  jury  are  not  empowered  to  interfere.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy,  notice  was  given  by  advertisement  in  the  public  journals 
in  order  to  secure  competition,  and  testimonials  were  considered  indispensable.  More  than 
12  candidates  presented  themselves,  but  there  was  not  any  notice  of  the  appointment  or 
certificate  of  the  qualifications  of  the  medical  officer  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  This  neigh- 
bourhood is  able  to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  institution,  for  the  charge 
of  which  there  are  five  professional  men,  eligible,  resident  in  the  town.  The  only  limitation 
with  respect  to  the  age  of  the  medical  attendant  is,  that  which  his  degree  requires,  and 
there  are  nor  any  superannuation  of  retiring  allowances,  nor  has  there  been  any  mortality 
among  the  officers. 

The  room  reserved  for  the  medicines  is  clean  and  neat,  and  contains  an  ample  supply, 
good  in  quality ; tliey  are  purchased  of  the  Glasgow  Apothecary’s  Company,  and  paid 
for  by  the  treasurer  on  tiie  order  of  the  physician,  whose  character  foims  the  only  guarantee 
that  medicines  are  not  changed  or  deteriorated ; they  are  locked  up  and  the  key  kept  by  the 
surgeon,  who  is  not  peimitted,  on  any  account,  to  sell  any  belonging  to  the  institution,  and 

who 
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wlio  does  not  provide  medicine  in  Lis  private  practice.  The  institution  possesses  the  necessary- 
apparatus  for  compounding  medicine,  hut  no  sui-gical  instruments.  The  medicines  cost— 


In  1831 
In  1832 
In  1833 


Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 

County  Down. 

Examinatlous  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Bai  iy,  ii.  u. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  si.  d. 

Castleivallen 
Dispensary. 


It  appears  from  a calculation  made  by  the  governors,  that  the  expense  of  medicine  from 
Mai-ch  1830  to  March  1833,  amounted  to  99/.  9s.  2d„  and  the  number  of  patients  relieved 
to  6 735,  giving  an  average  expense  of  Z^d.  per  head.  The  medicine  from  March  1832  to 
March  1833  cost  60/.  9s.,  and  2,338  patients  were  relieved,  being  an  average  ex-pense  of  ' 

6d.  per  head.  Leeches  are  not  generally  supplied,  but  sometimes  a few  are  used,  which  • 
are  bought  of  an  apothecaiy  in  the  town.  The  rules  of  the  dispensary  make  it  incumbent 
on  the  medical  attendant  to  vaccinate  gratis,  and  he  is  besides  in  the  habit  of  supplying  the 
neighbouring  surgeons  with  vaccine  matter.  Although  it  is  not  specially  forbid  by  the  rules, 
the  medical  attendant  has  never  had  recourse  to  the  operation  of  inoculation  with  small  pock 

^*Reo-istration  is  attended  to  by  the  surgeon,  so  far  as  to  specify  the  nature  and  teimination  Registration, 
of  each  case.  The  entries  are  made  at  the  time  the  patients  are  attended.  There  have  been 
six  capital  operations  performed  within  the  last  three  years,  all  of  which  were  successful ; 
difficult  cases  of  lying-in  only  are  attended,  and  their  number  has  been  15  for  the  last  three 
years.  Each  applicant  mmst  'be  provided  with  a ticket.  Sei-vants  of  subscribers  are  attended, 
but  the  abuse  of  persons  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  requhe  gratuitous  assistance, 
obtaining  relief,  has  scarcely  ever  occurred,  as  it  is  provided  against  with  as  much  caution 
as  possible.  Small  contributions  ai-e  received  from  persons  not  absolutely  poor,  as  a com- 
pensation to  the  chai-ity  for  the  benefit  derived,  but  such  contributions  confer  no  privilege. 

Every  applicant  must  have  a ticket,  which  there  is  no  difficulty  in  procuring,  and  none  are 

ever  excluded  from  relief.  There  is  no  appeal  from  the  governors  to  the  gmnd  jury.  _ Extern  Patients. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  and  are  attended  any  time,  day  or  night, 
wherever  tliey  reside,  throughout  the  district.  The  institution  is  supplied  with  bandages 
and  splints  in  case  of  necessity.  Practitioners  cannot  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  here. 

Poor  women  are  generally  attended  in  their  confinement  by  midwives,  some  of  whom  have 
been  educated  in  Dublin  at  the  expense  of  a neighbouring  nobleman’s  family  ; nevertheless 
injury  has  been  known  to  occur  through  unskilfullness.  The  order  book  contains  the  usual 
prescriptions.  Vaccination  is  performed  gratis,  and  proved  to  be  generally  efficacious. 

Small-pox  was  epidemic  two  years  ago,  and  sporadic  cases  still  occur ; but  the  confidence 
of  the  pubhc  in  vaccination  is  considerable. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  afforded  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  but  trusses  are  fur-  Nourishment, 
nished  at  half  price  to  any  one  presenting  a governor’s  ticket.  There  is  not  any  institution 
in  the  neighbourhood ; on  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  the  supply  of  food,  clothing,  or 
fuel  to  the  sick  poor. 

It  rests  with  the  medical  officer  to  admit  any  one  under  a recommendation,  and  patients  intern  Patients, 
are  not  confined  to  the  institution,  or  required  to  work.  Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  the 
district  asylum  at  Belfast.  Cholera  cases  were  not  admitted  in  the  house;  clergy  of  all  per- 
suasions have  free  access  at  any  time,  hut  they  never  interfere  to  distribute  controversial 
tracts.  '[I^ere  is  not  any  chaplain  attached  to  the  institution,  nor  any  rule  as  to  the  dietary 
of  the  patients.  . 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  governors,  * amongst  whose  number  there  is  General  jManag,e* 
not  any  salaried  or  medical  officer,  nor  is  any  person  ex  officio,  entitled  to  participate  in  the  nient. 
direction.  The  governors  are  very  attentive  to  the  affairs  of  the  charity.  Their  general 
meetings  take  place  annually ; five  of  their  number  constitute  a quorum,  but  there  are  never 
less  than  eight  or  ten  present;  all  are  equally  entitled  to  vote,  but  only  ladies  by  proxy. 

Minutes  ai-e  kept  of  their  proceedings.  _ 

Some  of  the  governors  meet  quarterly,  and  minutes  are  also  kept  of  their  proceedings.  The  Managing 
grand  jury  havenot  fixed  any  board  of  superintendence,  norare  there  any  visiting  governors.  Committee. 

The  only  officer  not  medical,  is  the  treasurer,  who  gives  no  security,  but  is  elected  by 
the  governors  annually.  The  election  is,  not  regulated  by  any  printed  bye-laws,  but  the  Cliicers  not 
voting  is  open,  a system  which  has  been  found  beneficial.  The  present  surgeon  is  a pro-  • 

testant.  There  has  not  been  any  accession  of  governors  at  an  election,  nor  has  any  instance 
occurred  of  an  officer  being  removed. 

Tha-e  is  one  nurse  attached  to  this  _dispensary  who  has  been  paid  l/.  10s.  per  quarter,  Attendants, 
but  the  grand  jury  do  not  seem  to  approve  of  this  in  the  accounts. 

Reports  are  annually  printed  which  specify  the  number  of  patients  attended,  and  the  Reports, 
expence,  &c.  There  are  a sufficient  number  of  persons  in  the  district  qualified  to  investigate 
minutely  into  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  amount  of  subscriptions  and  county  presentments  for  the  last  three  years  was  ii 

1833. 

£.  s.  d. 

Ill  14  10 
100  - - 


1831. 

1832. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

139  19  G 

108  14  10 

- 

- 

- 

100  - - 

108  14  10 

Funds  and  ■ 
Accounts. 


* The  neighbouring  noblemen  and  gentlemen  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  institution,  which 
seems  to  he  conducted  on  the  fairest  and  mostelEcieut  principles. 
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Dispessaries. 

Ulster. 

County  Down. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir.  D.  Barry,  M.  d. 

J.  E,  Conie,  esq.,  m.p. 

Castkwellan 

Dispensary. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Donaghadee 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 
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Tliere  are  24  subscribers;  tbe  largest  subscription  is  25 1.  the  smallest  one  gmnea;  but  wheii' 
persons  above  the  labouring  classes  apply  for  tickets,  the  governors  sell  them  to  them  for 
such  sums  as  2s.  6t?.  and  5 s.  These  tickets  only  entitle  to  temporary  benefit  from  the  institu- 
tion. The  sums  thus  obtained  by  the  governors  are  handed  over  to  the  treasurer.  The 
withdrawal  of  any  one  subscription  would  not  ruin,  but  would  certainly  much  impair  the 
means  of  the  institution.  Its  existence  cannot  however  be  considered  precarious,  although 
it  possesses  no  property  of  a fixed  nature.  The  subscriptions  are  not  attended  with  any 
stipulations.  The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  remain,, 
but  there  is  not  any  money  belonging  to  the  institution  in  the  hands  of  any  salaried 
officer. 

The  expenditure  for 

£.  $.  d. 

1831  - - amounted  to  - - - - - 177  - - 

1832  - - - - - - - - - 185  - - 

1833  - - - 178  - - 

The  principal  items  are, 

£.  s.  d. 

Surgeon’s  salary  100  - - 

Drugs,  about  - ------  - 60  - - 

Rent  - - - - . - - - - - - 10  10  - 

The  bills  are  examined  by  the  surgeon,  who  certifies  that  he  received  the  articles,  the 
treasurer  then  examines  and  pays  tlie  bills. 

The  accounts  are  audited  by  the  governors  of  the  institution  once  a-year,  but  are 
made  up  and  sworn  to  by  the  treasurer  before  the  grand  jury  twice  a year. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  observe,  that  this  is  one  of  the  very  few  dispensaries  in 
which,  after  the  most  minute  investigation,  no  fault  in  the  management  can  even  be 
suspected. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

David  Delachrois,  esq. — Mr.  William  Gatty. — Captain  Leslie,  r.  n. — George  Webb,  esq; — 
and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population  compiised  within  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended, 
cannot  he  stated  ; but  the  most  distant  point  which  the  medical  officer  is  bound  to  visit  is 
three  miles  Irish.  Tlie  only  medical  institution  within  six  miles  is  the  Bangor  dispensary, 
and  there  is  no  other  medical  institution  in  this  district,  which  is  not  thought  too  large  for 
one  dispensary.  All  applicants  for 'relief  must  be  provided  with  a ticket;  some  have  been 
refused  until  they  could  get  a ticket,  which  however,  they  have  been  always  able  to  ohtaiu. 
It  is  here  considered,  that  it  would  he  a very  beneficial  arrangement,  to  have  a house  capable 
of  receiving  bad  cases  of  fever  and  accident. 

A room  has  been  hired  to  be  used  as  a dispensary,  but  as  yet,  has  not  been  fitted  up ; 
part  of  this  room  will  he  allotted  as  a waiting-room  for  patients.  The  house  is  in  a good 
health}',  airy  situation,  near  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  would  be  a desirable  object  to 
have  a building  for  dispensary  purposes,  which  would  belong  exclusively  to  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  at 
Edinburgh,  where  he  also  procured  a licence  to  practice  midwifery.  He  resides  about 
200  yards  from  the  dispensary  shop.  He  was  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant  in 
June  1834,  by  election,  and  now  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  is  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  private  practice.  In  case  of  his  absence,  it  is  understood  that  he  should  find  a substitute. 
The  days  of  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  from 
10  to  12  o’clock,  and  his  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  During  his  temporary  absence  there 
is  not  any  person  on  the  spot  capable  of  affording  assistance,  in  cases  of  illness  or  accidents. 
The  medicines  ai-e  dispensed  by  the  medical  officer. 

The  medical  man  receives  30 1.  per  annum,  paid  from  the  general  fund,  but  is  not  provided 
with  board  or  lodging.  In  case  the  members  or  committee  should  authorize  a salary  or 
allowance  beyond  what  was  reasonable,  the  grand  jury  could  refuse  their  grant. 

The  medical  man  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards.  On  the  occasion 
of  the  last  vacancy,  notice  was  given  in  the  Dublin  and  Belfast  newspaper,  and  testimonials 
were  indispensable  to  the  candidates.  Three  candidates  offered  themselves,  and  neither 
notice  of  the  appointment  or  certificates  of  the  cjualifications  of  the  individual  chosen  were 
sent  to  the  grand  jury.  There  is  not  any  limitation  defined  with  respect  to  the  age  of  the 
medical  officer,  either  in  his  appointment  or  otherwise.  This  neighbourhood  is  sufficient  to 
support  a medical  man  independently  of  dispensary  emolument,  to  which,  there  are  three 
medical  gentlemen  resident  in  the  district,  eligible.  There  are  no  rules  or  regulations  as  to 
superannuations.  The  last  medical  attendant  died  of  some  disease  in  the  throat.  In  case 
the  medical  attendant  should  be  harsh  to  or  neglect  the  patients,  they  can  and  do  complain 
to  the  person  from  whom  they  get  a ticket.  . . 

The  room  intended  for  the  drugs,  &c.  was  not  yet  furnished  at  the  period  of  the  visit  ot 
the  Assistant  Commissioners.  ' The  more  expensive  and  delicate  medicines^  are  precluded 
from  being  used,  in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  funds.  The  medicines  are  pm- 
chased  from  Mr.  Walkingtbn’s,  of  Belfast,  on  the  order  of  the  medical  superintendent,  and 
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are  paid  I>y  tlie  treasurer.  The  stock  at  the  establishment  two  months  ago  cost  5s. 
The  medicines  ai-e  locked  up,  and  the  surgeon  keeps  the  key  liimself,  not  being  allowed  to 
sell  them  on  any  accomit. 

The  institution  does  not  possess  any  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  infusions,  &c.  nor 
any  surgical  instruments.  In  the  superintendent’s  private  practice  he  keeps  his  medicine 
distinct,  and  in  a different  room  fi'om  the  dispensary  medicines.  , Leeches  are  not  supplied 
to  the  poor  at  the  expense  of  this  charity.  There  are  no  rales  obliging  the  surgeon  to  dis- ' 
pense  vaccine  matter  gratis,  and  he  has  not  yet  been  called  on  to  vaccinate ; but  this 
operation  he  intends  to  perform  on  all  the  poor  gratis,  and  without  requiring  the  production 
of  a recommendatory  ticket ; but  he  states  that  he  will  not  inoculate  with  small-pox  virus. 

A register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name,  age  and  residence  of  the  patients,  the 
medicines  prescribed,  and  the  name  of  the  recommender;  but  a copy  of  tliis  register  is  not 
sent  to  the  grand  jury.  Tlrere  were  at  the  period  of  this  examination  22  patients  under 
attendance,  and  not  any  have  as  yet  failed  in  getting  medical  aid.  Capital  operations  have 
not  been  performed  at  this  dispensary  within  the  last  three  years.  Midwifeiy  cases  are  to 
he  attended  only  in  cases  of  extreme  difficulty,  and  the  present  medical  attendant  has  never 
been  sent  for  on  any  such  occasion. 

All  poor,  who  can  obtain  tickets  are  attended ; but  these  are  not  given  to  domestic  ser- 
vants, nor  has  any  imposition  on  the  charity  occurred  by  persons  being  permitted  to 
participate  in  its  benefits,  who  are  able  to  pay  for  medicine  and  advice.  The  poorer  classes 
do  not  subscribe,  nor  has  the  subscription  list  been  at  any  time  improperly  extended,  with 
a view  to  obtain*  large  grants  from  the  county.  It  is  only  necessary  that  each  ticket 
should  be  signed  by  one  subscriber,  and  the  number  which  each  subscriber  is  entitled  to 
give  are  determined  by  rule.  Thus  a subscriber  of  one  guinea,  can  issue  eight  tickets  for 
advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary ; two  guineas,  24  tickets  ; and  five  guineas  40  tickets. 
In  the  distribution  of  these  it  is  presumed,  that  a poor  person  would  not  be  likely  to  meet 
disappointment  in  getting  one,  although  the  withholding  or  giving  it  is  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  subscriber ; it  might,  however,  happen  tlrat  labourers  on  the  estate  of  a non-subscriber 
might  not  be  able  to  obtain  a ticket.  Patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  and  in  cases_  of 
urgency  are  attended  at  their  own  homes,  it  is  stated,  even  at  night.  If  an  accident,  such 
as  a fractured  limb,  should  occur,  the  institution  does  not  possess  the  means  of  rendering 
mlief,  such  as  bandages,  splints,  &c.  Medical  practitioners,  unconnected  with  the  institu- 
tion are  not  entitled  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  up,  at  the  dispensary.  Lying-in 
women  are  attended  only  in  very  urgent  cases  ; the  poor  are  generally  attended  by  midwives, 
and  the  dispensary  officer  never  heard  'of  any  injury  arising  from  their  want  of  . skill.  Tlie 
medicines  prescribed  are  those  usual  in  the  treatrnent  of  similar  cases.  Vaccination  is  found 
successful,  and  one  case  only  of  small-pox  has  been  heard  of  lately.  The  poor  entertain 
very  great  confidence  in  vaccination.  There  is  no  allowance  to  the  sick  poor  of  wine  or  any 
other  extra  from  the  funds  of  this  institution,  nor  is  there  any  charity  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood on  which  an  order  in  their  behalf  can  be  given  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel.  When 
cases  of  lunacy  occur,  they  ai-e  sent  to  the  district  asylum  at  Belfast. 

+ The  same  gentleman  performs  gratuitously,  and  without  giving  any  security,  the  united 
duties  of  treasurer  and  collector,  an  office,  the  permanency  of  which,  is  not  regulated  by  any 
bye-law.  At  the  elections  of  officers  the  voting  is  open,  and  this  plan  is  found  beneficial. 
No  particular  religious  belief  excludes  any  one.  There  is  not  any  instance  of  an  officer 
having  been  suspended  or  removed. 

The  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  affairs  of  this  charity  are  printed. 

It  is  intended  that  reports  shall  be  made  twice  a year,  but  there  have  not  been  any  made  as 
yet.  It  is  considered  that  the  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  willing 
to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  poor,  incase  it  should  be  found  expedient  to  extend  the  system 
of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  funds  for  the  support  of  this  charity  are  derived  from  voluntary  contributions,  aided 
by  the  coimty  grant,  which  for  the  last  three  years  amounted  together  in — 


Subscriptions 

Presentments 


1832. 

1833.  1 

1834. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

29  4 6 

24  16  6 i 

22  9 6 

29  4 6 

24  16  6 

11  4 9 

£.58  9 - 

49  13  - ! 

33  14  3 

Ulster. 

County  Down. 

ExatuinatioBis  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  M.  d. 

S.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  >1.  d. 

Donaghadee 

Dispensary. 

Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Officers  not 
medical. 


Buies. 

Reports. 


Funds  and 
.■iccounts. 
Receipts. 


“ The  Assistant  Commissioners  observe,  that  it  is  an  invariable  rule,  that  the  presentments  to  the 
grand  jury  are  liberal  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  tbe  accuracy  displayed  by  those  who  have  the  management 
of  the  dispensary  funds.  Thus  when  expense  is  carefully  avoided,  and  much  good  cheaply  and  honourably 
done,  the  county  grant  is  more  closely  pinched,  than  when  the  income  of  the  preceding  year  had  been 
extravagantly  overrun. 

f The  treasurer’s  accounts  are  kept  with  ^treme  accuracy.  The  leading  gentry  of, the  neighbour- 
hood seem  to  take  great  interest  in  the  establishment.  The  towns  in  this  piovince  are  furnished  with 
various  mendicity  institutions.  There  are  also  here  several  private  charities,  such  as  a Sick  Poor  Charity 
Society  and  a Clothing  Society,  each  managed  by  ladies.  Two  foundation  charities,  and  a school  for 
^0  male  children  who  are  clothed  and  apprenticed.  There  is  also  a most  extensive  manufactory  of  hand 
sewing  or  embroidery,  at  which  females  of  from  10  to  40  yeais  of  age  can  earn  from  6 </.  to  1 s.  3 d. 
per  day. 

0.6.  I I 
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DjsrENSARiEs.  This  charity  exists  on  precarious  grounds  ; as  should  one  family  withdraw  their  subscrij)- 

tions,  or  the  other  subscriptions  fall  off  much,  it  must  cease  to  exist,  as  it  does  not  possess 

Ulster.  any  capital  or  stock  from  which  an  annual  income  is  derivable. 

County  Down.  The  subscriptions  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  with  him  until  required  for 

disbursement.  Money  is  not  allowed  to  continue  in  the  hands  of  any  salaried  officer. 

The  expenditure  for  each  of  the  last  three  years  amounted  in — 


Examinaiions  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barr)',  M.  D. 


Donaghadee 

Dispensary. 


Expenditure. 


1831 

1832 

1833 


f.  s. 

47  12 


The  principal  items  being — ^ ^ 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - - ■ -30  — — 

Medicines,  averaging  about  - - - - - Ifi-- 

The  accounts  are  audited  at  the  half  yearly  meetings,  paid  by  the  treasurer,  and  when 
passed,  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Dromore 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


ilev.  James  CoLLiKS. — Dr.  Robert  Dickson. — Rev.  William  Filgate. — Mr.  Jons  Harrison.— 
Dr.  Robinson  ; — and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Dromore  amounts  to  1,800,  but  that  of  the  district  for  the 
relief  of  the  sick  poor,  of  which  this  dispensary  is  intended,  could  not  he  ascertained.  The 
dispensary  doctor  is  not  obliged  by  any  rule  to  visit  at  a greater  distance  than  five  Irish  miles 
from  the  dispensary.  Hillsborough  dispensary  is  witliin  six  miles,  but  there  is  not  any  other 
medical  institution  within  the  district,  whict,  how’ever,  is  not  considered  too  large.  Tliis 
institution  does  not  afford  any  intern  accommodation  for  patients,  and  it  would  therefore  be  • 
highly  beneficial,  if  a building  were  provided,  wliich  should  contain  about  six  beds  for  the 
reception  of  had  cases  of  fever  or  accidents. 

This  dispensary  is  without  a building  of  any  sort  or  kind  belonging  to  it,  and  the  room  in 
which  it  is  held  is  a small  apartment,  at  the  end  of  a large  up-stairs  robm  in  the  market- 
house,  for  which  rent  is  not  required.  - The  only  furniture  is,  a large  press,  containing  the ' 
medicines,  a chair  and  a counter.  The  large  room  is  a very  excellent  waiting-place,  and 
is  scarcely  ever  wanted  for- other  purposes  at  dispensary  hours.  It  is  exceedingly  desirable, 
that  a proper  building  for  dispensary  purposes,  should  be  provided  as  the  property  of  the 
charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  dispensary  is  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of 
Glasgow,  where  he  also  procured  a license  authorizing  him  to  practice  midwifery;  he 
resides  in  the  town,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  institution,  to  which  he  was  appointed 
by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  as  general  medical  attendant,  in  1822,  having 
tfien  just  concluded  his  labours  as  a student  of  medicine;  he  now  holds  no  other  appoint- 
ment, but  is  permitted  to  engage  in  private  practice.  There  is  not  any  regulation  on' the 
subject  of  absence  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officer,  but  care  is  always  taken  by  him  to 
provide  a competent  person  on  such  occasions  to  be  on  the  spot.  The  days  of  his  attendance 
at  the  dispensary  are  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  from  10  a.  m.  till  all  patients  are 
prescribed  for.  There  is  no  other  medical  officer,  student,  pupil  or  other  person  on  the  spot 
to  give  immediate  assistance  in  case  of  sudden  emergency  or  accident.  The  medicines  are 
compounded  and  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant. 

The  medical  officer  receives  a salary  of  30  guineas  per  annmn  from  the  general  funds 
of  the  charity,  without  any  allowance  foi-  a-horse,  or  board  or  lodging,  or  other  perquisite. 
The  grand  jury  can  and  do  diminish  the  county  grant  at  their  own  discretion.  According 
to  the  extent  of  the  funds  the  surgeon  receives  a sum,  never  exceeding  35.  for  every  visiting 
ticket,  provided  the  residence  of  the  patient  visited  be  at  a distance  greater  than  half  a mile 
Irish,  from  the  dispensary.  An  instance  of  a collusion  between  a medical  man  and  sub- 
scribers, for  the  purpose  of  raising  an  institution  in  order  to  obtain  a grant  from  the 
county,  has  never  been  known  to  occur  here ; and  if  such  attempt  were  made,  the  control 
of  the  grand  juiy  is  considered  to  be  sufficient  to  prevent  it  succeeding. 

The  right  of  election  of  a medical  officer  is  confined  to  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and 
upwards  ; all  of  whom  are  equally  entitled  to  vote.  When  a vacancy  occurs,  notice  is  given 
in  the  newspapers,  and  testimonials  are  required,  as  indispensable ; on  the  last  occasion 
four  candidates  presented  themselves,  but  neither  notice  of  the  results  of  the  election,  or 
certificates  of  the  qualifications  of  the  individual  chosen,  were  sent  to  the  grand  jury; 
limitations  with  respect  to  the  age  of  the  medical  officer  do  not  exist,  either  in  their  appoint- 
ment or  otherwise.  In  the  year  1818,  owing  to  some  disagreement  amongst  the  sub- 
scribers to  this  dispensary,  the  county  of  Down  infirmary  governors  interfered,  and  appointed 
the  Dromore  dispensary  committee.  This  neighbourhood  is  sufficient  to  support  medical 
men  independently  of  the  dispensary  emolument ; and  there  are  three  medical  men  resident 
eligible  to  this  institution.  There  are  no  superannuation  or  resignation  regulations.  There 
has  not  been  any  mortality  among  the  medical  men.  The  poor  are  well  aware,  that  in 
case  the  medical  officer  is  guilty  of  harshness  towards  them,  or  neglect  of  their  just  claims, 
they  can  complain  to  a subscriber  and  have  their  charge  investigated. 
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The- only  room  exclusively  used  by  the  dispensary  is  the  shop,  which  is  small,  clean,  and 
neat  in  which  stands  a press  containing  sufficient  quantity  of  the  medicine  usually  required, 
of  apparent  good  quahty,  including  quinine,  &c.  See.,  and  all  kept  in  an  exceedingly  correct 
manner.  The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Walkington,  Belfast,  (who  is  a subscriber  to 
the  institution),  and  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  on  the  order  of  the  committee.  The 
number  of  patients  relieved,  and  the  expense  of  medicine  amounted  for  the  year  ending  in 
December 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  to  - 1,088  patients,  - - - - - 39  12  11^ 

1832  - - 984  patients  - - - - - -37  19- 

1833  - - 996  patients  - - - - - - 35  10  2^ 

Thus  the  patients  appear  to  have  cost  in  medicines  in  1831  about  SJJ.,  in  1832  9d.,  and  in 
1833  per  head.  The  institution  does  not  possess  any  apparatus  for  preparing  decoc- 
tions, &c.,  or  surgical  instruments.  Medicines  for  private  practice  of  the  medical  attendant, 
are  not  kept  in  tfie  same  building  with  those,  the  property  of  tlie  establishment.  In  extreme 
cases  only  leeches  are  supplied,  and  are  then  bought  of  a druggist  in  Belfast.  The  me- 
dical attendant  is  not  bound  by  any  rule  to  give  vaccine  matter  gratis,  or  prevented  from 
having  recourse  to  inoculation  with  small-pox  virus  ; but  he  stated  that  he  never  did,  and 
never  would  resort  to  that  practice. 

A register  is  kept  which  specifies  the  date,  name,  abode,  disease,  and  recommender  of 
each  patient.  In  another  register  the  same  plan  is  observed  as  in  the  first,  with  the 
addition  of  the  medicines  given  ; but  these  allude  only  to  the  patients  visited  at  their  own 
homes.  The  number  of  deaths  among  the  whole  number  of  patients  visited,  is  likewise 
stated  ; those  refused  relief  are  not  included  in  either  register.  There  were  four  new  patients 
on  the  last  dispensary  day,  previous  to  this  examination.  Midwifery  cases  are  not  attended 
from  the  dispensary.  Every  person  applying  for  relief  must  have  a .ticket,  to  which  the 
signature  of  one  subscriber  however  is  sufficient ; and  the  number  each  may  dispense  is 
unlimited  ; this  rule  is  sti-ictly  adhered  to ; but  the  domestic  servants  of  subscribers  may 
obtain  a ticket.  Some  persons  have  attempted  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity, 
whose  circumstances  are  not  such  as  to  require  gratuitous  assistance.  There  are  not  any 
poor  subscribers  in  the.  list  of  contributors  to  the  efficiency  of  this  dispensary ; from  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  which,  the  dependents  of  those  gentlemen  who  do  not  subscribe 
are  generally  excluded. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution ; but  when  unable  to  come  there,  are  attended 
at  their  own  homes,  any  time  of  the  day  or  night,  within  a radius  of  five  Irish  miles ; 
provided  always,  the  patient  can  procure  a special  visiting  'ticket,  which,  however,  are  as 
easily  procured  as  the  ordinai'y  tickets.  In  case  of  accident  the  surgeon  attends  immediately, 
and  splints  and  bandages  are  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  dispensary.  Persons  uncon- 
nected with  the  dispensary,  are  not  authorized  to  have  prescriptions  made  up  there,  and 
those  entered  appeared  to  be  such  as  are  generally  considered  proper  for  the  various  cases 
treated.  Lying-in  women  are  not  attended  from  the  dispensary,  but  by  midwdves,  who  are 
not  skilful,  and  from  whose  ignorance  injury  is  known  to  happen  both  to  mother  and  child. 
Inoculation  with  small-pox  virus  is  not  performed  within  the  knowledge  of  any  gentleman 
present,  in  this  neighbourhood ; but  vaccination  is  perfonned  gratis  by  most  of  the  medical 
men  in  the  town  ; not,  however,  at  the  institution.  It  is  considered  efficacious.  Small-pox 
has  occurred  lately;  but  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination  is  good  and  in- 
creasing. 

Wine  is  occasionally  given  at  this  dispensary  for  medical  purposes  only,  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  medical  attendant ; but  there  is  not  any  charity  in  this  district  on  which 
an  order  can  be  given  in  favour  of  the  sick  poor,  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

Whenever  lunatic  cases  occur,  they  are  sent  to  the  distict  asylum  at  Belfast.  . 

All  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards  participate  in  the  general  management,  and  meet 
to  the  number  of  10  or  12  annually.  The  institution  has  not  been  left,  in  any  material 
degree,  to  the  sole  management  of  the  surgeon,  nor  is  any  salaried  officer  concerned  in  the 
government  of  its  affairs.  The  Bishop  oi  Dromore  is,  ex  officio,  chairman,  but  is  not  in 
the  principal  direction.  Voting  is  not  generally  allowed  by  proxy;  exceptions  being  made 
in  favour  of  a nobleman,  who  is  one  of  the  principal  supporters  of  the  charity,  and  the 
Bishop  of  Dromore,  who  are  allowed  that  privilege.  ' Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  governors  in  the  same  book  as  the  committee  meetings. 

There  is  a managing  committee  of  14,  elected  by  the  subscribers,  who  meet  once  a quarter 
at  the  dispensary.  Minutes,  are  kept  of  their  proceedings.  A board  of  superintendence  is 
not  fixed  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  Rector  or  Curate  of  Dromore  is,  ex  officio,  treasurer  and  collector,  an  office  from 
which  no  emolument  is  derived,  and  in  which  security  is  not  given  or  required.  The 
election  of  officers  is  not  regulated  by  any  printed  bye-laws,  but  the  voting  on  these  occa- 
sions is  open,  and  this  plan,  as  adopted,  has  been  found  beneficial ; religious  belief  excludes 
no  one  from  being  an  officer.  There  has  been  no  apprehension  of  improper  appointments, 
and  therefore  no  want  of  a veto  has  been  felt  to  prevent  such.  The  late  surgeon,  who  acted 
jointly  with  the  present,  was  removed,  in  the  year  1822,  for  involving  his  private  bill  for 
drib's  with  the  dispensary  bill,  as  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 

From  the  paucity  of  the  funds  the  rules  could  not  be  printed.  There  have  not  been  any 
alterations  in  the  general  mode  of  management  suggested. 

A report  is  made  by  the  surgeon  to  the  committee  at  their  quarterly  meetings,  and  all 
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Ulster. 

County  Down. 

Examinations  inkon  by 
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Dispensary. 
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Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Extern  Patients, 
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Intern  Patients. 
General  Manage- 
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medical. 
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tickets  are  examined  and  checked.  No  documents  are  printed.  The  neighbourhood  affords- 
a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  willing  to  undertake  a more  minute  investigation  into- 
the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  income,  on  which  the  continuance  of  this  charity  depends,  was  stated  to  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  to  have  amounted  as  follows,  for  the  three  years  last  past : — 


Donations 
County  Grjmt 


1831.  1 

1832. 

1833. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  ■ d. 

Dec.  60  - - ' 

60  3 8J 

56  ‘7  4^ 

- z z H 

7 2 1 

4 7 3 

- 45  - - 

60  3 8J 

20  - - 

£.108  3 3^ 

1 127  9 6 

80  14  7| 

The  largest  contribution  received  from  one  individual  is,  10?.  10s. — ^the  smallest,  1?.  is. 

The  existence  of  the  charity  does  not  depend  on  the  subscription  of  any  individual,  nor  can 
its  continuance  be  considered  precarious.  The  only  property  belonging  to  the  institution  is 
a sum  of  100?.  Irish,  which  is  lodged  in  Messrs.  Latouches’  bank^,  and  now  produces 
Zl.1s.10d.  per  annum. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  custody  till  wanted.  Money 
is  never  deposited  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers. 

On  the  subject  of  the  expenditure,  incurred  on  behalf  of  this  charity  during  the  last  three 
years,  the  following  accounts  were  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  : — 

—1831.— 


£. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Income, 

as  befpre  stated, 

- - io8 

3 

Surgeon’s 

Salary  and  Allowance  for 

/ 

Visits 

- 

- 49 

11 

/ 

Medicines 

- 

- 30 

9 

-i 

/ 

1 Care  of  Dispensary,  Paper,  Flannel, 

&c. 

- 

. 12 

3 

11 

/ 

Expenditure  - 

-£.92 

4 

6s 

/ 

Balance  in  hand 

- 15 

18 

10 

£.  io8 

3 

Zi  : 

£.  108 

3 

—1832.— 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d- 

Balance 

18 

10 

Surgeon,  a 

is  above. 

- 51 

17 

Income, 

M before  stated, 

- - 127 

6 

Medicines 

• 28 

15 

4r 

/ 

Sundries,  as'above. 
Repairs  of  Dispensary  - 

- 12 

3 

4 

/ 

- 2 

12 

/ 

Expenditure  - 

- £.95 

8 

3 

/ 

Balance  in  Land 

- 48 

- 

1 

£.  143 

8 

4 

£.143 

8 

4 

—1833.— 

£. 

5. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d 

Balance 

- 

- - 48 

- 

1 

Surgeon,  i 

IS  above. 

- 59 

19 

- 

as  before  stated. 

- 80 

Vi 

/ 

Medicines 

.... 

- 28 

7 

- 

Sundries,  as  above, 

- 10 

2 

Expenditure  - 

-£.q8 

8 

2f 

/ 

Balance  in  hand 

- 30 

6 

6 

£.  is8 

14 

£.  128 

14 

All  bills  are  audited  by  the  committee,  and  paid  by  the  treasurerer  on  their  order.  The  ac- 
counts are  examined  and  closed  every  quarter,  and  copies  thereof  furnished  twice  a year  to 
the  grand  juiy. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr  James  Hunter,  magistrates  clerk. — Rev.  Charles  Lett,  Curate  of  the  parish — Henry 
Murray,  esq.— Thomas  Parry,  esq.— William  Edmond  Keilly,  esq..  Agent  to  the  marquis 
of  Downshire; — and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  amount  of  population,  and  the  extent  of  the  district  for  which  this  dispensary  was 
intended,  are  both  very  undefined ; but  the  most  distant  jioint  which  the  medical  attendant 
is  liable  to  visit,  is  now  five  miles ; but  should  a subscriber  live  a greater  distance,  the 
medical  attendant  would  be  liable  to  be  sent  one  mile  beyond  that  subscriber’s  residence. 
An  infirraaiy  and  a dispensary  are  established  at  Lisburn,  in  the  county  of  Antrim ; and  at 
Dromore,  in  this  county,  there  is  also  a dispensary.  This  district  is  considered  too  large 
for  one  dispensary,  but  there  are  not  sufficient  funds  to  support  two.  The  medical  insti- 
tutions in  the  county  are  well  placed,  but  there  are  still  large,  thickly  peopled  districts,  too 
distant  from  any  medical  charity.  A district  of  five  miles  radius,  is  as  extensive  as  one 
medical  man  can  properly  attend  to.  Advice  and  medicine  have  never  been  refused  to 
any  applicant  at  this  dispensary,  which  is  moreover  provided  with  intern  accommodation, 
sufficient  for  about  ten  patients,  which  is  considered  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
accruing  fi’om  serious  accidents,  or  bad  cases  of  fever.  An  opinion  was  e:q3ressed  by 
those  present  at  the  examination,  that  it  would  be  highly  desirable  that  similar  accom- 
modation should  be  generally  attached  to  each  dispensary. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a stone  building,  two  stories  hi^h,  consisting  of  a good  waiting- 
room,  a small  neat  dispensaiy,  a physician’s  consulting-room,  a committee-room,  and  a 
kitchen  on  the  ground-floor ; a housekeeper  and  nurses-room,  and  three  wards,  capable  of 
containing  ten  beds  (all  in  excellent  repair).  On  the  second  floor,  the  wards  appeared 
however  to  be  so  low  and  confined,  as  to  render  it  probable  that  when  occupied,  they  would 
become  so  close  as  materially  to  impair  their  utility.  They  are  kept  very  clean.  The  bed- 
steads are  of  wood,  and  the  bedding  consists  of  straw,  with  sheets,  blankets  and  rugs.  Each 
ward  contains  a good  close-stool.  The  institution  is  provided  with  proper  sewers,  and  an 
ample  and  convenient  supply  of  good  water ; but  no  baths,  except  a slipper  bath.  The 
situation  is  rather  low,  and  the  only  ground  attached  is  a small  back  yard,  with  dust-hole 
and  privy.  The  premises  belong  to  the  Marquis  of  Downsliire,  from  whom  they  are  held  at 
will,  rent-free.  As  a principle,  it  was  thought  better  that  dispensary  buildings  should 
belong  to  the  committee  or  to  the  county. 

The  medical  attendant  is  a physician  and  surgeon  of  Edinburgh,  and  possesses  also  a 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  license  for  practising  midwifery  ; but  is  not  a master  apothecary. 
He  resides  in  the  town,  about  one  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  institution,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant  in  November,  1822,  by  election,  having  then  just 
taken  his  degrees.  Should  necessity  arise  for  his  temporary  absence  (which  has  never 
occurred)  the  medical  attendant  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  mention  the  circumstance  to  the 
committee,  and  to  find  a substitute,  of  whom  they  might  approve ; but  there  is  no  bye-law 
on  tile  subject.  The  medical  attendant  is  allowed  private  practice,  but  attends  at  the  dis 
pensary  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  ten  o’clock  till  all  patients  are  seen. 
His  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy,  and  there  is  not  any  medical  officer  or  other  person  on  the 
spot,  such  as  student  or  pupil,  capable  of  affording  assistance  in  case  of  accident  or  emer- 
gency; but  the  housekeeper  and  family  live  at  the  dispensary,  and  can  procure  the 
attendance  of  the  medical  attendant  at  any  moment.  Medicines  are  dispensed  by  the 
medical  attendant.  There  are  not  at  present  any  intern  patients. 

The  sole  medical  attendant’s  salary  amounts  to  66Z.  3s.  Id.,  paid  from  the  general  fund, 
without  any  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance,  nor  is  he  provided  with  board  or 
lodging  from  the  funds.  The  grand  jury  can  refuse  or  diminish  the  grant  in  case  of  any 
collusion  to  raise  funds  fictitiously,  in  order  to  enhance  the  county  grant,  but  abuses  of 
that  nature  have  not  been  known  to  exist  here. 

The  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  or  upwards,  the  conditions 
for  voting  being  fully  acted  up  to.  When  a vacancy  happens,  it  is  the  custom  to  advertise, 
with  a view  to  induce  the  greatest  possible  competition,  and  testimonials  are  indispensable 
to  the  candidates,  of  w'hom  there  were  seven  offered  tliemselves  at  the  last  election ; but 
neither  notice  of  the  appointment  which  ensued,  or  certificates  of  qualification  of  the  suc- 
cessful competitor  were  sent  to  the  grand  juiy.  It  was  stated  that  a controlling  power  over 
these  elections  was  not  required  in  the  instance  of  this  institution,  and  there  is  not  any  limi- 
tation with  respect  to  their  age,  either  in  appointing  or  di^lacing  the  medical  officers.  This 
neighbourhood  is  capable  of  supporting  medical  men,  independently  of  the  dispensary 
emolument ; but  it  is  not  known  how  many  of  the  resident  professional  gentlemen  are 
eligible  to  the  institution.  There  are  not  any  regulations  for  superannuations  or  retiring 
allowances,  nor  has  there  been  any  mortality  among  the  medical  officers.  Should  the 
medical  officer  exliibit  any  harshness  or  neglect  towards  the  patients)  particularly  the  extern 
patients,  they  can  complain  to  the  person  from  whom  they  procured  their  tickets,  and  are 
aware  that  they  possess  that  method  of  seeking  redress. 

The  room  intended  for  the  medicines  is  small  but  neat;  the  medicines  of  good  quality, 
but  in  very  small  quantity,  this  scarcity  was  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  they  are  pur- 
chased quarterly,  and  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  occurred  about  the  conclusion 
of  a quarter-:  they  were  informed  that  a supply  had  been  ordered  for  the  next  quarter.  The 
more  delicate  and  expensive  medicines  are  included  in  sufficient  quantity.  The  medicines 
0.5.  1 £ 3 are 
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Dispensaries, 

Ulster. 

■County  Down. 

£xaminations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J,  R,  Corrie,  esq.,  m.  v. 


are  all  ordered  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  on  the  medical 
attendant  certifying  that  the  bill  is  accurate.  The  expense  of  medicines  was  for  the  year 
ending  in  February — 


£.  s.  (1. 

1832  - - - - - - - - - - 15  82 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - 15  67i 

1834  - - - - 9 12  4 


Hillsborough  From  a register  which  is  considered  to  have  been  correctly  kept,  to  February  1834,  it  appears 
Dispensary.  that  the  following  number  of  patients  were  attended  in  the  year  ending  February — 


1832  -1^.  -------  - 870 

1833  - - 858 

1834  - --  --  --  --  --  318 


Average  expense  of  medicine,-  calculated  from  the  above  date,  was  per  patient,  for  the 
year  ending  February — 


1832  about 

1833 

1834 


d. 

4J 

6 I 


Patients’  Registra* 
tion. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


EKtern  Patients. 


The  medicines  are  always  locked  up  by  the  medical  attendant,  who  keeps  the  key  himself- 
and  it  is  not  permitted  that  any  should  be  sold : the  medical  attendant  never  furnishes 
medicines  in  his  private  practise.  The  institution  does  not  possess  any  apparatus  for  pre- 
paring decoctions,  &c.  or  surgical  instruments,  except  an  enema  apparatus  and  stomach- 
pump.  Leeches  are  supplied  when  necessaiy,  and  bought  generally  of  a leech-dealer  iu 
Belfast.  According  to  one  of  the  rules  of  the  institution,  vaccination  is  performed,  gratis, 
twice  a month  ; but  the  medical  attendant  is  not  bound  to  supply  neighbouring  surgeons, 
although  he  never  refuses  it : inoculation  with  small-pox  matter  is  not  specially  forbidden 
by  rule,  but  the  medical  attendant  never  does  inoculate  with  it. 

Although  one  of  the  rules  of  this  institution  particularly  directs,  that  “ The  surgeon  shall 
keep  a regular  case  book  specifying  the  name  of  the  subscriber  recommending  a patient,  the 
name  and  residence  of  the  patient,  the  disease,  medicine  prescribed,  and  event;”  this  essential 
to  the  good  governance  of  the  charity  appears  to  be  totally  neglected,  and  consecjuently  an 
account  of  the  number  of  patients  can  never  be  furnished  to  the  grand  jury.  It  is  imperative 
on  applicants  to  pi-esent  tickets — a regulation  which  it  is  said  they  can  always  abide  by. 
There  were  not  any  patients  on  the  books  at  the  period  of  this  examination  ; but  the 
medical  attendant  conjectured  that  there  were  about  60  in  attendance.  Cajjital  opera- 
tions have  not  been  performed  during  the  last  three  years.  Difficult  cases  of  mid- 
•wifery  only  are  attended ; and  these  amount  in  numbei’  to  about  fifteen  in  the  last  three 
years. 

All  sick  poor,  including  servants,  who  can  obtain  a ticket  are  entitled  to  relief : attempts 
have  been  made  occasionally  by  persons  who  wei-e  in  circumstances  enabling  them  to  pay 
for  advice  and  medicine,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  gratuitous  aid  afforded  by  the  charity ; 
but  subscribers  are  never  attended  gratis.  Efforts  to  swell  a subscription  list  by  improper 
means,  in  order  to  get  a lai’ger  grant  from  the  county,  have  never  been  known  at  this  charity. 
All  patients  when  labouring  under  illness  so  serious  as  to  prevent  their  attending  at  tlie 
dispensary,  are  on  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber  visited  at  their  own  homes.  To 
all  tickets  the  signature  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient,  and  they  are  so  numerous  that  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  a patient,  who  is  a fit  object  of  charity,  getting  one  ; a poor  person  is  not 
liable  to  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  the  county  presentment. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary  or  attended  within  the  district  at  any  hour  of 
the  day  or  night.  The  institution  does  not  possess  any  splints  or  bandages  ; but  the  medical 
attendant  provides  them  when  required,  and  sends  the  bill  to  the  committee.  Medical  men 
are  not  authorized  to  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  dispensai-y.  Difficult  cases  of 
lying-in  are  attended  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  ordinary  ones  by  a midwife,  selected  by 
the  dispensary  committee,  and  paid  2 s.  6 d.  for  each  case : the  present  midwife  attends  all 
poor  who  pre.sent  a ticket : she  has  attended  durmg  the  yeai-s  ending  in  April-- 


1831  - --  --  --  --  --  24  cases. 

1832  - 33^^ 

1834  36  ,, 


All  paupers  who  choose  to  apply  can  get  tickets.  There  is  no  prescription-book  kept. 
Vaccination  (in  which  operation  the  confidence  of  the  poor  is  great  and  increasing)  is  per- 
formed twice  a month,  gratis,  and  is  found  beneficial  as  a preventative  of  small-pox  ; wJiich 
disease  nevertheless  has  been  prevalent  latterly,  and  several  deaths  have  occurred  from  it  in 
the  town  where  the  persons  have  not  been  vaccinated,  and  several  cases  of  modified  small- 
pock,  but  no  deaths  after  vaccination. 

Nourishment.  Wine  or  other  extras,  in  the  way  of  food,  are  not  furnished  from  the  funds  of  this  charity ; 

but  splints,  bandages  and  trusses  have  been  given. 

Intern  Patients.  The  funds  are  so  limited  that  at  present  there  are  not  any  intern  patients,  but  the  wards 

are  still  furnished  with  articles  of  furniture  which  belonged  to  the  board  of  health,  and  was 
placed  by  it  within  the  house.  The  wards,  as  before  intimated,  are  exceedingly  low  and 
narrow,  and  would  probably  be  very  close  and  unpleasant,  even  to  an  unhealthy  degree,  ifal^ 
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the  beds  were  occupied.  Cholera  did  not  prevail  in  this  district  to  a fatal  extent  in  any  one 
case  and  only  three  cases  that  were  suspicious  occurred.  The  house  has  no  lunatic  ward. 

The  guinea  subscribers  constitute  the  governors,  and  the  medical  officer  is  also  a governor, 
not  ex  officio,  but  in  right  of  his  subscription,  and  he  has  attended  committees.  The  insti- 
tution is  not  under  the  management  of  the  surgeon,  nor  is  any  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal 
direction.  The  fixed  meetings  occur  quarterly,  at  which  three  of  the  governors  constitute  a 
Quorum : these  meetings  are  generally  attended  by  three  or  four,  but  the  name  of  the  chairman 
only  is  entered.  All  guinea  subscribers  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Minutes  are  kept  of  the 

^'^^Tliere  was  formerly  a committee  selected  from  the  subscribers,  but  tliis  practice  has  been 

discontinued. 

All  officers  are  appointed  by  the  subscribers.  The  office  of  treasurer  and  collector  is 
filled  by  the  same  individual,  who  is  neither  paid  for  his  sendees  or  i-equired  to  give  any 
security.  There  are  not  any  printed  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  elections,  which  is 
conducted  by  means  of  open  voting,  a method  highly  approved.  Reli^ous  belief  of  any 
narticular  creed  does  not  exclude  any  one  from  becoming  an  officer.  The  present  medical 
officer  is  a Protestant;  a sudden  accession  of  governors  has  never  occurred  just  previous 
to  an  election,  nor  has  there  ever  occurred  an  instance  of  an  officer  being  suspended  or 
removed.  . ■ . , 

ITie  sole  attendant  is  tire  housekeeper,  who  does  not  receive  any  salary  or  perquisite,  but 
occupies  the  house  unfurnished,  rent-free,  for  her  seiwices  in  keeping  it  in  a proper  state  of 
cleanliness. 

Reports  are  made  to  the  subscribers  annually,  and  were  formerly  printed,  but  the  funds 
are  now  so  scanty -that  the  expense  of  printing  is  itot  incurred.  The  district  supplies  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  to  make  more  minute  inquiries  into  the  wants  of  the 
poor,  if  it  should  be  found  expedient  to  extend  dispensary  relief. 

The  subscriptions  and  county  presentments  for  the  last  three  years  amounted  as  follow's 

'Subscriptions  - 
Presentments  - 


f. 

s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

58 

10  - 

52 

19 

- 

54  8 - 

29 

5 - 

1 26 

9 

, 6 

27  4 - 

£. 

87 

15  - 

1 79 

8 

6 

81  12  - 

If  one  subscriber  (a  nobleman  who  is  a principal  landed  proprietor,  in  this  country)  were 
• to  withdraw,  the  charity  would  probably  cease  to  exist,  but  as  that  event  is  not  probable, 
the  existence  of  the  charity  cannot  be  considered  precarious ; although  the  institution 
neither  possesses  capital  or  fund  from  which  any  annual  income  is  derived. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  till  wanted. 

The  expenditure  for  the  last  three . years  exceeded  the  income,  and  now  the  balance 
against  the  dispensary  is  about  20 1. 

All  bills  are  paid  by  the  treasurer  upon  the  order--of  the^ommittee  ; the  accounts  are 
made  up  and  verified  on  oath  twice  a year,  and,  as  often,  sent  to  the  grand  juiy. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Fkascis  Fursley,  esq.  j and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population  of  the  district,  to  which  this  dispensary  is  attached,  is  estimated  accord- 
ing to  the  census  of  1831,  at  4,617,  extending  over  the  pai-ish  of  Holywood;  the  most 
distant  point  which  the  medical  attendant  is  obliged  to  visit  is  about  four  Irish  miles.  The 
•medical  institutions  within  six  miles,  are  those  of  Belfast,  the  dispensaries  of  Bally- 
carret,  Newtown-Breda  and  Bangor;  there  is  no  other  medical  institution  within  the 
hounds  of  the  district,  which  is  not  considered  too  extensive,  but  about  as  large  as 
ought  to  be  dependant  on  the  attendance  of  one  medical  man.  No  poor  of  the  parish  are 
ever  refused  medical  relief.  The  prevalent  opinion  at  this  place  was,  that  it  would  be  a 
veiy  great  benefit  to  have  a building  containing  six  or  eight  beds  for  the  reception  of  cases 
of  fever  and  bad  accidents. 

There  is  not  any  building  or  furniture  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  but  the  medicines  are 
kept  on  shelves  at  the  end  of  the  medical  attendant’s  own  apothecary’s  shop,  for  the  use 
of  which  he  is  not  allowed  any  rent ; the  medicines  only  are  the  property  of  the  charity, 
not  even  the'bottles  in  which  they  are  kept.  • It  would  be  very  important  that  a building 
for  dispensary  purposes  should  be  the  property  of  the  county. 

The  sole  medical  attendant  on  whom  the  appointment  to  this  institution,  in  the  joint 
capacities  of  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecary,  was  conferred,  by  the  election  of  the 
subscribers  in  the  year  1826,  is  a licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  at  Glasgow ; at  which 
place  he  also  obtained  a license  to  practice  midwifery,  he  was  previously  practising  his 
profession  in  Bangor,  and  now  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  continues  to  engage  in 
prwate  pj-actice.  In  case  of  his  absence  becoming  necessary  he  w'ould  inform  the  com- 
mittee, but  there  is  not  any  printed  bye-law  on  this  subject ; the  fixed  days  of  his  attendance 
^ the  dispensary  are  Tuesdays,  from  12  till  two  o’clock,  but  he  is  in  the  habit  of  furnishing 
medicines,  &c.  eveiy  day  in  the  w'eek ; he  has  no  assistant,  but  dispenses  the  medicines  in 
person. 

0-&.  1 1 4 The 
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Tlie  sole  medical  attendant  receives  40  Z.  a year  from  the  general  fund,  without  any  allow- 
ance for  a horse  or  other  conveyance.  Should  the  subscribers  be  inclined  to  give  exorbitant 
or  unnecessary  salaries  or  allowances  to  medical  officers,  the  only  control  tfie  grand  jury 
can  exercise  is  the  withholding  or  diminishing  the  county  grant.  At  the  foundation  of  the 
dispensaiy  in  1815,  the  following  law  stands  second  on  the  book,  containing  the  proceeding's 
of  the  dispensary ; “ that  we  shall  fomard  to  the  governors  of  the  county  hospital  a 
memorial,  setting  forth  the  sums  collected  by  subscription,  and  praying  their  certificate  to 
be  presented  at  the  summer  assizes,  in  order  that  we  may  obtain  that  aid  which  the  grand 
juries  of  each  county  are  empowered  to  grant,  by  tire  48th  of  His  present  Majesty’s,  for 
establishing  dispensaries.” 

The  right  of  election  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  all  of  whom  aie 
equally  entitled  to  vote.  When  an  election  is  to  take  place,  it  is  advertised  in  the  newspapers, 
by  which  means  the  greatest  possible  competition  is  secured.  Testimonials  are  considered 
necessary  and  always  required.  There  is  no  instance  where  a veto  might  have  been  considered 
necessary;  limitations  as  to  the  age  of  medical  officers  do  not  exist;  there  were  12  candi- 
dates at  tlie  last  election,  and  notice  of  the  result  was  not  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  This 
neighbourhood  coptains  persons  in  affluent  circumstances  sufficient  in  number  to  support 
a medical  man,  independently  of  the  institution ; there  is  one  gentleman  at  present  resident 
in  tlie  town  who  is  eligible.  Superamiuation  or  retiring  allowances  are  not  included  in  the 
arrangements  for  the  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  charity,  nor  has  there  been  any  mortality 
among  medical  officers;  the  present  officer’s  predecessor  died  on  duty,  but  his  death  was 
occasioned  by  some  confirmed  chronic  disease.  In  case  of  abuse  or  harshness  on  the  part 
of  the  medical  officer,  the  poor  are  well  aware  that  they  can  appeal  to  the  .subscribers,  who 
will  inquire  into  the  cause  of  complaint. 

The  medicines  are  kept  in  a part  of  the  surgeon’s  shop,  in  a tolerably  good  place ; the 
quality  of  the  medicine  seems  to  be  good  and  the  supply  sufficient ; the  more  delicate  medi- 
cines can  be  also  had  when  required.  The  medical  attendant  orders  the  medicine  from 
Mr.  Marshall,  of  Belfast,  and  the  treasurer  pays  the  bill  on  the  medical  attendant’s  cer- 
tifying he  has  received  the  articles.  The  character  of  the  medical  man  is  the  only  guarantee 
that  the  medicines  ai’e  not  subsequently  changed.  The  medicines  cost, — 

£.  s.  d. 

30  6 5 

18  16  11 
11  13  6 

And  there  is  not  any  extra  charge  for  spirits  for  tinctures,  lard  for  ointments,  &c. 
The  dispensary  year  terminates  in  March ; the  year  for  reporting  terminates  in  December. 
In  1831  the  patients  cost  in  medicine  about  T{d.each.;  in  me  year  1832  about  2<f.  per 
head,  and  in  the  year  1833  rather  less  than  2tf.  per  head.  The  medicines  for  private  prac- 
tice are  kept  in  the  same  room  with  those  belonging  to  the  dispensary.  An  enema  syringe 
and  a stomach-pump  constitute  the  whole  stock  of  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution. 
Leeches  are  supplied,  but  only  in  very  particular  cases,  and  are  had  from  Marshall,  in 
Dublin ; there  fs  not  any  rule  relative  to  vaccination,  but  the  custom  is  to  give  and  receive 
vaccine  matter  gratis ; nor  is  there  any  rule  relative  to  inoculating  with  small-pox  matter, 
but  the  medical  attendant  never  did  and  would  not  pursue  that  practice. 

There  is  an  accurate  registry  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name  and  disease  of  each 
patient ; a statement  of  the  number  of  patients  attended  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury ; all  poor 
applicants  are  attended.  On  the  last  dispensary  day  previous  to  this  examination,  there 
were  eight  new  patients,  and  about  23  were  at  the  same  period  receiving  medicine ; the 
servants  of  subscribers  are  likewise  attended  and  supplied  with  medicine ; and  it  has  been 
customary  for  five  or  six  resident  families  to  give  the  medical  attendant  two  or  three  guineas 
annually  for  this  attendance.  Capital  operations  have  not  been  performed  here  within  the 
last  three  years ; difficult  cases  of  lying-in  only  are  attended,  and  average  in  number  to 
about  five  in  the  year. 

All  pauper  patients  in  the  parish  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  persons  capable  of  paying  for 
advice  or  medicine  do  not  participate  in  the  charity  ; such  an  abuse  has  not  been  attempted. 
The  poor  may  get  an  order,  but  it  is  the  custom  to  attend  them  on  their  own  application. 
Should  an  order  be  required,  one  subscriber’s  signature  is  sufficient,  and  there  is  not  any 
limit  to  the  number  of  recommendations  each  subscriber  may  issue.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  subscribers  to  refuse  assistance  to  any,  but  such  a refusal  never  has  happened  and  scai-cely 
could  happen  here.  Connected^with  tliis  subject  is  given  the  following  copy  of  a memo- 
randum of  proceedings  of  a committee,  held  on  the  occasion  of  a subscriber  withdrawing  his 
subscription : 

“ At  a meeting  of  the  committee  of  September  9th,  1819,  it  was  moved  and  carried 

that  a letter  be  written  to , requesting  him  again  to  become  a subscriber,  and  stating 

that  in  case  of  refusal  his  servants  and  labourers  shall  not  hereafter  have  the  benefit  of  the 
dispensary;”  on  which  the  following  letter  was  accordingly  written: 

“ Sir, — I have  been  requested  by  the  committee  of -the  Holywood  dispensary,  to  represent 
to  you  the  difficulty  under  which  they  are  placed,  as  to  the  care  and  attendance  bestowed  on 
several  of  your  labourers  and  their  families  by  the  surgeon,  in  consequence  of  the  opposition 
you  have  hitherto  given  to  that  institution,  by  withdrawing  your  subscription,  and  to  express 

their 


For  the  year  1831  - 

For  the  year  ending  March  1833  - 
Ditto  „ „ 1834  - 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.)  ^ 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND.  249 

anxious  wish  that  you  should  become  a subscriber  to  that  charity  as  it  would  be  most 
mnumiant  to  their  feelings  to  bo  obliged  to  refuse  any  poor  person  applying  for  assistance, 
Xtlier  coming  from  a subscriber  or  non-subscriber. 

Signed  by  the  Chairman. 

To  the  above  an  answer  was  returned,  to  the  effect  that  he  would  become  a subscriber, 

-nd  sent  to  the  secretary  a donation  of  2 • * r +1, 

Patients  are  attended  at  their  own  homes  at  any  time,  day  or  night,  m any  part  of  the 
.licitrirt  The  dispensary  does  not  possess  any  means,  such  as  splints,  bandages,  &c.  ot 
cases  of  accident,  but  the  medical  officer  has  a supply  of  fracture- 


ronderine:  assistance  m , - 

Wo  s&nts,  &c.,  which  he  is  in  the  habit  of  lending  to  the  poor.  Practitioners  ai;e  not 
.mSised  to  have  theh-  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  institution.  Difficult  cases  of  lymg-in 
“ attended,  for  each  of  which  the  medical  attendant  is  allowed  2s.  (id.  Although  the 
midwives  on  whose  assistance  poor  lying-in  women  generally  depend  are  very  ignorant, 
vet  the  medical  attendant  is  not  aware  of  any  injury  having  occurred  through  their  want 
cf  skill  • such  midwives  as  are  considered  most  skilful,  are  entered  in  the  day-book.  Vacci- 
nation is  performed  gratis  on  all  applicants  any  day ; the  results  are  satisfactory,  as  it  is 
almost  always  found  preventive  of  small-pox ; the  confidence  of  the  poor  m vaccination  is 

^ wL^'^tem^read,  ale  and  fuel  are  given  to  the  poor  at  the  mendicity  society  of  this  place  Nourishment, 
on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  considers  tffis  a most  important  privilege,  and 
ereatlv  conducive  to  the  speedy  cure  of  disease.  Lunatics  are  sent  to  Belfast. 

^ The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  subscribers  of  a gumea  and  upwards.  ^_lhe 
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medicarofficer  is  not  a governor.  The  direction  of  the  business  of  the  dispensary  is  chiefly 
manacred  by  the  treasurer  and  surgeon,  but  there  is  not  any  person  ex  officio,  in  the  prin- 
cipal direction.  There  have  been  no  meetings  of  ,the  subscribers  of  late  years. 

There  is  not  any  managing  committee.  There  is  a book  containing  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedino-s  at  the  subscribers  meetings  in  1825.  _ , 

The  sole  officer,  not  medical,  is  the  treasurer,  whose  office  is  unpaid,  and  who  lias  never 
been  required  to  give  any  security.  Voting  is  viva  voce,  a mode  which  has  been  found 
beneficial.  Particular  religious  belief  excludes  no  one.  There  has  never  been  a sudden 
accession  of  governors  previous  to  the  election  of  any  officer.  In  the  year  1818,  as  stated 
in  tlie  minutes  of  the  dispensary,  the  then  surgeon  was  informed,  that  his  services  were  no 
longer  required,  and  his  successor  was  elected.  , - , . 

The  reports  are  made  out  annually,  and  printed.  This  neighbourhood  affords  a sufficient  Reports, 
number  of  persons,  who  are  able  ani  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the 
wants  of  the  poor.  , • i * 

The  income  derived  from  subscriptions,  aided  by  presentment  levied  on  tlie  county, 
amounted  during  the  past  three  years  to — 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Subscriptions 

Presentment 


£. 


£.  s.  d. 
32  12  6 

16  6 3 


£.  s,  d, 
3010  6 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


61  18  - 


The  existence  of  this  charity  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual  ; and 
unless  the  subscriptions  materially  fall  off,  (which  is  not  probable),  it  cannot  be  considered 
precarious,  although  it  possess  no  property  of  a fixed  nature. 

The  treasurer  collects  and  takes  care  of  the  funds  until  called  on;  but  there  is  not  any  Collection, 
money  in  the  hands  of  salaried  officers. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  this  charity  during  the  last  three  years  amounted  as  E.xpenditure. 
follows : ill 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  ------ 63  11  8 

1832  - 55  9 10^ 

1833  

The  principal  items  are,  _ Accounts. 

^ ^ £.  s d. 

Medical  officer’s  salary  - - - - - “ " -40  - - 

Druggists’  bill,  about  - - - - - " ~ “ -20-- 

The  treasurer  makes  up  the  accounts,  and  sends  copies  to  the  grand  jury  twice  a-year. 


0.5. 


K K 
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Dispensaries. 

Ulster.  Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

County  Down. 

, Sir  Robert  Bateson — Robert  Batt,  esq. — Rev.  Henry  Haslett. — Mr.  Hugh  Huntvb 

Examinations  taken  by  -r.  t ' . .....  '‘■‘■xs.. 

Sir  D.  Barry,  M.  B.  ttev.  JOHN  Kincuan;  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

J,  R.Corrie,  esq.,M.r. 

The  population  of  this  dispensary  district  amounts  to  upwards  of  5,000,  and  the  extent 

Nmiovm  Breda  country  upwards  of  7,000  statute  acres.  The  most  distant  point  which  the  medical 

ispensary.  attendant  is  liable  to  visit  is  fiill  four  English  miles.  The  medical  institutions  within  a radius 
of  six  miles,  are  those  at  Belfast  and  the  dispensary  at  Ballycarrett ; it  is  thought  that 
Population  and  the  dispensaries  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  in  this  county,  but  there  are  not  any  applicants 
Extent  of  Country,  refused  relief.  Mr.  Batt,  Mr.  Haslett  and  Mr.  Kinahan,  are  strongly  of  opinion,  that  a build- 
ing  containing  six  or  eight  beds  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  cases  of  fever  or  serious 
■ accidents,  would  be  of  great  utility,  and  that  it  would  be  very  desirable,  and  better  for  the 
county,  that  there  should  be  several  conveniently  sized  hospitals  in  various  parts  of  the  county 
than  one  very  large  one  at  Down.  ^ 

Building,  Furniture  There  is  no  building  of  any  sort  belonging  to  the  dispensary.  The  drugs  are  kept  in 
and  Grounds.  drawers  and'bottles,  &c.  belonging  to  the  dispensary  at  the  medical  officers  own  house. 

There  is  no  room  for  patients  to  wait  in.  It  would  be  well  if  there  were  a building  for 
dispensary  purposes  exclusively  belonging  to  the  charity. 

Medical  Officers.  The  sole  medical  superintendent  is  a member  of  tbe  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  who 
studied  midwifery  at  Edinburgh  ; he  resides  at  the  institution,  to  which  he  was  appointed 
by  ballot  of  the  subscribers  (as  general  medical  attendant),  in  1823,  previous  to  which 
period  he  was  jH'actising  at  Newtownards ; he  now  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  is  a 
half-pay  surgeon  in  the  Royal  Navy;  in  case  of  his  temporary  absence  he  provides  an 
assistant,  a friend  of  his  own ; he  is  allowed  to  pursue  private,  practice,  but  must  give  his 
attendance  at  the  dispensary  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays, 
from  10  till  12  o’clock,  when  his  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy;  these  fixed  periods  of  attend- 
ance are  considered  to  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  tlie  esta- 
blishment. There  is  not  any  assistant  constantly  on  the  spot  capable  of  affording  imme- 
diate assistance  in  case  of  sudden  accident;  the  medical  superintendent  dispenses  the 
, medicines  himself. 

Payment.  salary  of  the  medical  officer  is  60  per  annum,  paid  from  the  general  fund,  without 

any  allowance  for  a horse  or  other  conveyance,  board  or  lodging.  The  grand  jury  regu- 
late the  amount  of  the  county  gi-ant,  and  are  thus  supposed  to  possess  a sufficient  check 
to  prevent  any  combination  to  raise  an  institution  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a grant  from 
the  county  and  a medical  appointment. 

Election.  The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards.  When  a 

vacancy  occurs  notice  is  given  by  advertisement,  with  a view  to  secure  the  gi-eatest  possible 
competition;  and  testimonials  are  considered  indispensible,  but  no  limitation  as  to  age  is 
observed;  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  election  there  were  nine  candidates,  and  neither 
notice  of  appointment  or  certificates  of  qualification  were  sent  to  the  grand  juiy.  It  is 
considered  that  the  neighbourhood  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man,  inde- 
pendent of  the  institution ; nor  are  there  any  medical  men  resident  in  the  district  wiio 
are  eligible  to  this  dispensary.  There  are  no  rules  as  to  superannuations  or  retiring  allow- 
ances. In  case  of  harsh  conduct  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant  the 
patients  are  well  aware  that  they  can  apply  to  the  subscribers  for  redress. 

Pharmacy.  The  roqm  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  a good  and  weil-arrunged  shop ; tlie  medi- 

cines am  of  the  proper  description  and  quality,  and  in  sufficient  quantity.  They  are  ordered 
and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer,  on  the  requisition  of  the  medical  officer,  from  Mr.  Marshall, 
of  Belfast ; the  character  of  the  medical  man  being  the  only  guarantee  that  they  ai'e  not 
either  subsequently  changed  or  originally  of  inferior  quality.  The  medicines  cost  for  the 
year  ending  May  1834,  16k  13s.  lOd.,  and  are  always  under  the  care  of  the  medical  man, 
who  is  not  permitted  to  sell  aiw  of  them,  and  who  does  not  keep  medicines  to  supply  his 
patients  in  private  practice.  The  institution  does  not  possess  any  apparatus  for  preparing 
decoctions,  or  surgical  instruments ; but  the  superintending  physician  supplies  his  own  when- 
ever required.  The  cost  of  the  medicine  for  one  year  only  is  given,  as  Ballycarrett  was  pre- 
viously a part  of  this  district,  but  has  now  a separate  dispensary.  The  medical  officer  is  not 
obliged  by  any  rule  to  practice  vaccination,  but  is  in  the  habit  of  vaccinating  all  who  apply 
gratis;  neither  is  there  any  regulation  with  respect  to  inoculating  with  small  pock-matter ; the 
superintending  officer,  however,  never  did  or  would  pursue  the  latter  practice. 

Registration.  There  is  a register  of  the  patients  who  are  relieved  at  the  institution  kept,  which  sets 

forth  the  name  and  age  of  the  patient,  by  whom  recommended,  and  the  nature  of  the 
disease ; but  there  are  not  any  means  of  checking  this  register,  so  as  to  ascertain  its  cor- 
rectness. There  are  at  present  about  eight  or  ten  patients  attended  from  the  dispensaiy. 
There  have  not  been  any  capital  operations  performed  witliin  the  last  three  years.  The 
medical  officer  attends  about.  20  lying-in  cases  annually. 

All  persons  who  can  procure  tickets  of  recommendation,  to  which  the  signature  of  one 
subscriber  is_  sufficient,  are  attended,  including  the  servants  of  subscribers,  and  the 
. number  of  tickets  which  each  subscriber  can  issue  is  unlimited.  It  has  not  occurred 
that  persons,  not  objects  of  gratuitous  relief,  have  been  permitted  to  participate  in  the 

benefits 
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benefits  of  the  charity,  nor  has  attendance  been  given  to  poor  subscribers.  Collusion  for 
the  purpose  of  swelling  a subscription  list,  so  as  to  obtain  large  grants  from  the  county,  has 
nevCT  been  known  to  occur  here.  It  has  never  occurred  that  a patient  was  excluded  because 
he  happened  not  be  kno^vn  or  liked  by  the  subscribers. 

patients  are  attended  at  the  dispensary  on  the  fixed  days,  and  at  their  homes  at  any  hour, 
day  or  night.  In  cases  of  accident,  the  dispensary  does  not  possess  any  such  accommoda- 
tion as  splints,  bandages,  &,a.  but  the  medical  officer  is  obliged  to  use  his  orvn.  No  person, 
unconnected  with  it,  is  permitted  to  have  his  prescriptions  made  up  at  the  institution. 
Lying-iQ  cases  are  attended.  The  midwives  here  are  not  skilful,  but  few  accidents  have 
happened.  There  is  not  any  prescription  book  kept.  Vaccination  is  performed  gratis.  The 
effects  are  found  to  be  good,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  it  is  very  extensive. 

There  is  neither  wine  or  any  other  extra  'given  from  this  dispensary,  nor  is  there  ai^  charity 
in  the  neio'hbourhood  on  which  an  order  for  such,  in  favour  of  the  sick  poor,  could  be  given. 
A lady  in  the  neighbourhood  allows  the  medical  attendant  to  send  any  sick  person  to  her,  and 
she  furnishes  wine  and  food  on  his  recommendation  at  her  own  expense. 

The  general  management  of  the  institution  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and 
upwards,  and  has  not  been  left,  in  any  essential  particular,  to  the  surgeon,  nor  is  there  any 
one,  ex  officio,  in  the  principal  direction.  A meeting  of  the  subscribers  takes  place  annually, 
at  which  about  five  usually  attend;  but  no  one  can  vote  by  proxy,  and  minutes  are 
kept  of  the  proceedings. 

The  committee  of  management  is  elected  annually;  minutes  are  kept  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. There  is  not  any  board  of  superintendence  fixed  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  officers  not  medical,  are  the  treasurer  and  secretary,  the  fomrer  of  whom  is  elected 
annually,  and  fulfills  the  duties  of  his  office  gratuitously,  and  the  latter  in  consideration  of 
an  amiual  salary  of  1 /.,  neither  being  required  to  give  any  security.  It  is  understood  that 
the  committee  stall  collect  the  funds ; the  voting  at  aU  elections  under  this  charity  is  open, 
which  plan  has  been  found  beneficial ; religious  belief  of  any  denomination  having  no  weight  in 
the  exclusion  of  any  person  from  becoming  an  officer.  There  has  not  been  any  sudden  accessioir 
of  governors  previous  to  an  election,  nor  is  there  any  want  of  a veto  to  prevent  improper 
appointments.  There  has  not  been  any  instance  of  an  officer  being  removed  or  suspended. 

The  reports  are  made  out  and  printed  annually  of  the  different  cases  treated  at  the  dis- 
pensary. The  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of  persons  able  and  wilHng  to  assist  in  a 
more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  should  it  be  hereafter  thought  expedient 
to  extend  the  system  of  relief  afforded  by  dispensaries. 

The  existence  of  ffiis  institution  (which  possesses  no  fixed  property),  chiefly  depends  on  the 
bounty  of  one  or  two  individuals ; but  there  is  every  probability  tliat  the  charity  will  be  well 
kept  up.  It  has  not  occurred  that  subscriptions  are  attended  with  any  stipulation  as  to 
rendering  medical  assistance  gratis  to  subscribers  and  their  families.  The  funds  are  col- 
lected by  the  committee,  and  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  until  wanted ; but  no 
salaried  officer  of  the  institution  has  any  thing  to  do  with  the  funds. 

The  following  appears  to  be  as  correct  an  account  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  this 
chaiity  for  the  current  year,  as  could  be  gathered  fi-om  the  particulars  furnished  to  the 
Assistant  Commissioners. 


Year  ended  July  1834 : — 


£. 

s. 

d.  \ 

£.  s.  d. 

Balance  in  hand  - 

12 

8 

Surgeon’s  Salaiy  - - - 

Medicine  - 

- 50  - - 

- 16  13  10 

Grand  Jury  Grant 

- 13 

5 

6 

Incidental  Expenses 

- 3 10  - 

Subscriptions 

- 45 

19 

Balance  in  hand  - 

69  3 10 
- - 2 9 5 

A 71  13  3 

£.71 

13 

3 

The  bills  are  examined  and  paid  by  the  treasurer,  and  the  accounts  are  made  up  and  sent, 
twice  a year,  to  the  grand  jmy. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  Corbet.— Rev.  John  Dubourdieu. — Mr.  M'Credy. — Mr.  Joseph  Murpiiy. — Mr.  Edward 
Murphy. — Rev.  A.  Polan,  p.p. — Mr.  Thomas  Scott. — Mr.  Walter  Woods  ; and  the  Medical 
Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  sick  poor  of  a population,  not  less  than  20,000  souls,  inhabiting  a district  extending 
upwards  of  12  miles  north  and  south,  and  about  eight  east  and  west,  receive  advice  and 
inedicine  at  tliis  dispensary.  There  is  no  medical  institution  witliin  a radius  of  six  miles ; 
this  district  is  not,  how'ever,  considered  too  large,  and  none  are  ever  refused  advice.  It  is 
highly  desirable  to  have  a building  proper  for  receiving  a few  cases  of  fever  and  accidents. 


Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 

•County  Down. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  si.  d. 
l.  R.  Corrie,esq.,  m.  d. 

Newtoton  Breda 
Dispensary, 


Extern  Patients. 
Nourishment. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Managing 
Committee. 
Officers  not 
medical. 


Reports. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Rnilifiyland 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Ccunti'y. 
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There  is  no  building  belonging  to  the  dispensary,  which  is  held  at  a small  house  in  one  of 
the  principal  streets,  the  situation  of  which  is  high  and  airy,  possessing  also  the  advantage  of 
a supply  of  good  water.  The  fitting  up  of  the  dispensary  room  comprises  the  whole  of 
the  furniture  belonging  to  the  charity  ; there  are  also  waiting  rooms  for  patients.  The  build- 
ing, which  is  occupied  by  a woman  who  acts  as  care-taker,  is  held  at  will,  and  may  be  taken 
away  from  the  institution  at  any  moment,  which  renders  it  very  desirable  that  a building 
should  belong  to  the  charity. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  institution  (who  is  about  37  years  of  age)  is  a member  pf 
the  college  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh,  at  which  place  he  procured  a license  empowering  him  to 
practice  midwifery;  he  resides  in  the  town  of  Rathfryland,  abou/100  yards  distant  from  the 
dispensary,  to  which  he  was  appointed,  in  the  united  capacities  of  physician,  surgeon, 
accouclmur  and  apothecary,  by  the  governors,  in  the  year  1825,  previous  to  which  period  he  ■ 
was  a radical  student  at  tdiuburgh  ; he  has  no  other  appointment ; but  engages  in  private 
practice,and  should  his  temporary  absence  become  necessary,  there  are  not  aiiy  regulations  as 
to  his  finding  a substitute.  He  attends  at  the  dispensary  onTuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday, 
from  ten  o’clock,  till  the  patients  are  all  attended  to.  This  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy. 
The  patients,  in  case  of  neglect  or  harshness  on  his  part,  can  apply  to  the  governors,  and 
are  aware  of  this  method  of  obtaining  redress.  There  is  no  student  or  pupil  resident  ou  the 
spot.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  surgeon. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  paid  42 1.  per  annum  from  the  general  fund ; withoutany  allowance 
for  a horse  or  conveyance,  board  or  lodging.  The  county  can  refuse  or  diminish  the  grant, 
and  moreover,  the  Rev.  John  Dubourdieu  states  a case,  on  his  own  knowledge,  in  which  the 
governors  of  the  county  infirmaiy  interfered  in  the  election  of  a sui’geon  at  Dromore.  Abuses 
have  never  been  known  to  have  taken  place  here ; but  it  is  supposed  the  grand  jury  could 
interfere  to  prevent  any  that  might  arise,  by  refusing  or  diminishing  the  grant. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  and  when  a 
vacancy  has  occurred  public  notice  was  given  by  advertisement,  with  a view  to  insure  the 
greatest  possible  competition.  The  grand  jury  have  nothing  to  do  witli  the  appointment,  to 
attain  which,  testimonials  are  indispensable  on  the  part  of  candidates  ; but  there  is  no  other 
limitation  as  to  age  than  such  as  their  degTee  requires.  There  were  two  candidates  at  the  last 
vacancy  ; but  neither  notice  of  appointment  or  certificates  of  qualifications  were  sent  to  the 
grand  jury.  The  neighbourhood  is  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man  independently  of  the 
institution.  All  medical  men  are  eligible,  and  there  are  five  at  present  resident  m the  town. 
There  are  no  regulations  for  superannuations  or  retiiing  allowances,  nor  has  there  been  any 
mortality  among  the  medical  men. 

The  room  up  stairs  in  which  the  drugs  are  kept  is  neatly  arranged.  The  medicine 
seems  to  be  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient  quantity.  The  surgeon  orders  what  medicines 
he  wants  of  Mr.  Hill,  druggist,  Dublin,  and  the  bills  ai-e  paid  by  the  treasurer.  The  only 
guarantee  that  the  medicines  are  not  changed  is  the  character  of  the  medical  officer.  The 
medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  he  keeps  the  key  of  the  shop,  which 
is  locked  in  his  absence.  The  medicines  are  never  sold  under  any  circumstances.  The 
medicines  cost  in — 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - --  --  --  --  --  31  98 

1832  - --  -- 84  5- 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - - 48  11  10 

The  medicines  for  private  practice  are  riot  kept  in  the  same  house.  There  is  a stomach- 
pump  and  a case  of  cupping  glasses  and  two  enema  syringes ; but  these  are  not  sufficient  for 
the  wants  of  the  institution.  These  instruments  may  be  lent,  and  they  are  allowed  to  be 
used  in  private  practice.  Leeches  are  not  supplied.  Vaccmation  is  not  enforced  by  any 
bye-law  of  the  institution,  nor  is  there  any  regulation  against  inoculation  with  small-pock 
viras  ; but  the  surgeon  who  performs  the  former  operation  gratis  never  did  and  never  would 
inoculate. 

A register  of  the  patients  attended,  which  is  regularly  kept,  distinguishes  the  diseases  and 
treatment ; the  entries  are  made  at  the  moment  the  patients  attend.  There  is  not  any  sum- 
mary sent  to  the  grand  jury.  There  have  been  three  or  four  capital  operations  performed 
within  the  last  three  years,  and  all  were  successful.  None  but  difficult  cases  of  labour  are 
attended.  Tliey  amount,  for  the  last  three  years,  to  five  or  six.  Every  applicant  must  be 
furnished  with  a ticket ; servants  of  subscribers  must  likewise  have  tickets.  Attempts  are 
sometimes  made  to  impose  on  the  governors ; it  is  not;  however,  easily  done.  There  are  no 
poor  subscribers.  There  has  not  been  any  such  abuse  practised  as  a contract  between  indi- 
viduals to  swell  a subscription  list,  so  as  to  obtain  a large  grant  from  the  county.  Every 
pauper  living  in  the  town  may  have  advice  at  his  own  home,  provided  he  has  a ticlcet  signed 
by  one  subscriber ; but  should  he  live  at  a greater  distance,  two  signatures  are  requisite. 
Subscribers  are  not  limited  in  the  number  of  their  tickets,  and  the  poor  can  always  procure 
them.  There  is  no  appeal  from  the  governors  to  the  grand  jury  by  a pauper  who  may  feel 
neglected. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution  and  at  their  own  homes,  at  any  time  in  the  clay 
or  night,  any  where  in  the  district.  In  cases  of  bad  accidents,  the  dispensary  possesses  a 
supply  of  splints  and  bandages  wherewith  to  render  effective  assistance.  Practitioners  can- 
not have  their  prescriptions  made  up  here.  Midwives  attend  among  the  paupers  generally ; 
they  are  not  skilful,  and  injuries  are  often  known  to  occur  from  their  ignorance  The  order- 
book  contains  a list  of  the  medicines  usually  required:  Vaccination  is  performed  at  the 

institution 
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institution  gratis.  It  is  found  a preventative  of  small-pox,  which  is  scarcely  known  in  the  PxsrENSARiEs. 

district  The  confidence  in  vaccination  is  very  great ; almost  every  child  is  vaccmated. 

Extras  in  the  way  of  food  are  never  given  from  the  ftinds  of  this  chanty,  nor  is  there  any  CountVDown 

•other  institution  on  which  an  order  can  be  given  in  favour  of  the  sick  poor.  Lunatics  are  ^ 

sent  to  the  district  asylum.  " . Examinations  taken  by 

Tliere  is  not  any  committee,  and  the  general  management  is  vested  in  the  governors,  amongst  Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  ». 
whom  there  is  neither  medical  nor  salaried  officer ; the  management  has  principally  devolved  J-  Come,  esq.,  u.d. 
on  the  surgeon.  There  is  no  person  err  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  There  are  no  fixed  Tiathfruland 

meetino-s;  no  rule  on  the  subject  of  a quorum;  nor  any  voting  by  proxy.  Minutes  of  Dis/ensary. 

meetings  have  been  kept,  but  not  latterly.  , , . ^ 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officer,  and  he  also  discharges  the  duties  of  collector. 

His  office  is  considered  permanent,  and  his  services  are  given  without  any  pecuniary  reward.  Officers  not 
and  without  being  required  to  enter  into  any  security.  There  are  not  any  printed  bye-laws  medical, 
regulating  the  elections,  at  which  the  voting  is  open,  a plan  which  has  been  found  beneficial. 

No  religious  belief  excludes  any  one ; the  present  surgeon  is  a protestant.  There  has  not 
been  any  accession  of  governors  at  an  election,  and  the  grand  jury  have  nothing  to  do  with 
these  proceedings.  There  is  no  instance  of  an  officer  being  removed  or  suspended, 

Th^e  are  not  any  reports  now  made  out.  The  neighbourhood  can  supply  .a  sufficient  Reports, 
number  of  persons,  who  are  capable  of  looking  after  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  receipts  derived  from  the  subscriptions  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  have  Funds  and  Ac- 
amomited  as  follows:-  ^ ^ ' counts : Eeceipts. 

t.  S.  d. 

1831  - - ' 50  12  10| 

1832  - - . - 70  13  ' 7| 

X833  - 78  4 lOj 

The  gi-and  jury  presentments  equalled  tlie  above  sums  in  each  year.  The  subscribers 
amounted  in  number  at  the  period  of  this  examination  to  35  ; the  largest  subscription  was 
20 1.  the  smallest  1 Z.  1 s. ; the  withdrawal  of  one  or  two  subscribers  would  materially  injure, 
but'not  destroy  the  institution ; its  existence  is  not  considered  precarious.  Subscriptions  are 
not  attended  with  any  stipulations.  This  institution  possesses  a funded  property  of  150  Z. 
vested  in  the  four  per  cents.  _ • , n 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  they  remain  until  required  tor  Collection, 
•disbursement ; but  no  salaried  officer  ever  has  money  in  his  hands.  ^ Custody. 

The  following  is  the  expenditure  for  the  past  three  years  Expenditure. 

£.  s.  a. 

X831  - 93  3 lOi 

1832  -----  108  11  2J 

1§33  - - - - - - - - - - 162  1 1 

The  accounts  are  made  up  twice  a year,  audited  by  the  governors  and  sent  to  the  grand 
jury.  The  principal  items  of  expenditure,  are  surgeon’s  salary  42Z.,  allowance  for  visits, 
which  varies,  and  amounted  in  1833  to  22Z.  5s.,  druggist’s*  bills  and  rent  SZ.  surgeon 
receives  2 s.  6 d.  for  each  visit  outside  the  town  and  ■ndthiii  two  miles,  and  5 s.  for  each  visit 
beyond  that  limit.  The  visiting  tickets  are  examined  by  the  governors  and  certified  twice 
,a  year,  they  are  entered  by  the  governors  in  the  register,  and  signed  by  the  treasurer. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Rev.  John  Davis.— Mr.  Hamilton.— Judge  Jebb. — Mr.  M‘Cobmic. — Rev.  Mr.  Murphy,  u.c.  c. 

Mr.  Robinson. Mr.  Wright  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population,  the  sick  of  which,  the  dispensary  is  intended  to  relieve,  could 
not  he  stated,  but  the  district  was  said  to  extend  about  20  miles  east  and  west,  and  seven 
miles  north  and  south  ; the  most  distant  point  to  which  the  medical  officer  is  liable  to  be 
sent  is  about  nine  miles.  The  mstitutions  within  six  miles  are  Newry  dispensary  and  fever 
hospital,  Rathfryland  dispensary  and  Carlingford  dispensary  ; there  is  not  any  other  niedical 

institution 


Wan-enpuint 

am! 

Rnstrexar 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


* The  medical  superintendent  of  this  dispensary  keeps  an  open  apothecary’s  shop  in  the  to\vn._  He 
orders  the  dispensary  medicines  from  a druggist  in  Dublin,  whilst  he  purchases  his  own  shop  medicines 
in  Glasgow,  as  he  states.  Besides  the  medicines  from  Dublin,  the  medical  superintendent  is  in  the 
habit  of  ordering  some  from  a merchant  in  Newry;  such  articles  as  the  following,  more  or  less, 
every  year. 

Year  ending  January  1834: — Sulph.  and  salts  -----  £.3  18  - 

Sulph.  and  cr.  tarter  * - - - 306 

Senna  and  cloves  - - - - - -17- 

Spirits  for  tinctures  - - - - - 118- 

Lard  for  ointment  - - - - — 

Tile  surgeon  gave  as  reason  for  this,  that  the  articles  are  heavy,  and  are  bought  in  Newry  to  save  car- 
riage. The  number  of  persons  to  whom  medical  aid  was  given  in  the  year  ending  January  1833 
was  802,  and  the  cost  of  medicine  to  each,  2s;  in  the  year  ending  January  1834,  the  number  of 
persons  relieved  was  803,  and  the  cost  of  medicine  to  each  1 s.  4c/.  It  is  worthy  of  attention  to  mark 
the  strong  contrast  between  this  and  the  Castlewelian  dispensary,  on  the  point  of  charges. 

0.5.  K K 3 
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institution  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  district  is  not  considei-ed  too  large ; it  is  priiicipallv 
mountainous  in  the  distant  parts,  and  the  population  is  much  concentrated  near  the  two 
stations.  Recommendations  from  subscribers  are  necessary  to  entitle  persons  to  obtain 
rehef ; proper  patiente  are  never  refused  a ticket,  which  is  obtained  without  difficulty.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  there  should  be  a building  capable  of  receiving  a few  patients  in  cases 
of  fever  or  accident. . 

There  is  no  building  of  any  sort  or  kind  belonging  to  the  dispensary  at  Wai-renpoint  • 
but  the  medical  attendant  is  allowed  8l.  8s.  per  annum,  and  provides  a room  in  his  own 
house  for  the  dispensary  drugs ; there  is  no  separate  waiting-room  for  patients.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  a proper  building  should  be  provided  for  the  dispensary,  and  should  belongto 
the  county,  the  house  it  is  kept  in  being  held  at  will.  The  present  dispensary  is  in  a 
healthy  well  drained  situation.  The  drugs  at  Rostrevor  (a  branch  of  this  dispensary,)  are 
kept  in  a room  for  which  4l.  per  annum  is  paid  by  the  committee. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  Edinburgh,  and  a surgeon  of  the 
same  place ; he  resides  at  the  institution,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  the  year  1828,  at  a 
general  meeting  of  the  governors  ; he  has  no  other  appointment,  but  pursues  private  prac- 
tice as  a physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecary ; in  case  of  his  absence  or  illness 
application  must  be  made  to  the  governors,  and  a written  permission  obtained.  He  attends 
on  Monday  and  Friday  at  Warrenpoint,  and  on  Wednesday  at  Rostrevor ; his  duty  is  never 
done  by  proxy.  In  cases  of  negligence  the  poor  can  and  do  apply  to  the  person  from  -whom 
they  obtained  a ticket,  and  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  the  governors  to  inquire  if  they 
have  been  properly  attended  to. 

The  surgeon’s  salary  is  50  Z.  per  annum  for  dispensiug  the  medicines,  2s.  6cZ.  for  each 
visiting  ticket,  and  7 s.  6d.  for  each  labour  ticket,  all  which  is  paid  from  the  general  fund. 
He  has  no  allowance  for  horse,  and  is  not  provided  with  either  board  or  lodgings  from  the 
funds.  The  grand  jury  can  either  refuse  or  limit  the  grant,  and  the  control  of  the  grand 
jury  is  found  sufficient  to  prevent  abuse,  in  case  the  committee  or  subscribers  should  make 
excessive  allowances  for  salaries,  &c.  The  salary  and  money  received  by  the  surgeon,  taken 
together,  averages  in  amount,  from  90 1.  to  lOOZ.  per  annum. 

The  medical  attendant  is  elected  by  the  governors ; notice  of  the  election  is  not  given 
to  the  grand  juiy,.  who  have  not  any  influence  in  the  appointment ; but  pains  are  taken  to 
ensu:^e,  by  advertisement,  the  greatest  possible  competition.  There  are  no  regulations  witli 
regard  to  superannuation  or  retiring  allowances ; nor  has  there  been  any  mortality  among'the 
medical  officers. 

Tlie  room  which  contains  the  medicines  is  about  20  feet  long  by  10  broad  ; it  is  damp, 
having  nothing  but  an  eavthern  floor ; it  contains  a number  of  old  drawers,  and  the  requisite 
number  of  bottles  for  medicine ; the  stock  of  medicine  was  small  at  the  period  of  the  visit 
of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  the  quarterly  allowance  being  nearly  exhausted  ; they  are 
supplied  in  any  quantity  and  of  good  quality,  at  the  request  of  the  medical  attendant,  and 
to  the  order  of  the  treasurer  ; and  the  medical  attendant  may  be  examined,  on  oath,  as  to 
the  disposal  of  the  medicines  which  are  prepai-ed  and  distributed  by  himself,  and  are  always 
under  his  care,  and  never  sold ; those  for  private  practice  are  not  kept  in  the  same  room. 
The  institution  possesses  an  apparatus  for  compounding  medicines,  but  no  surgical  instru- 
ments of  any  kind.  The  medicine  for  the  year  ending  March  1833,  including  carriage, 
cost  G4Z.  3s.  lOtZ.,  and  the  number  of  patients  attended  during  the  same  period  was  1,858, 
which  will  be  found  to  show  an  average  expense  of  about  Is.  6d.  per  head  for  medicine 
alone  ; this  appears  very  high,  but  the  medicines  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer.  The  medi- 
cine for  the  year  ending  March  1834  cost  68  Z.  2s.  Leeches  are  not  supplied.  The  medical 
attendant  vaccinates,  all  applicants  gratis ; there  are  no  bye-laws  relative  to  inoculating 
with  small-pock  virus,  but  the  medical  attendant  never  does,  and  never  would  have  recourse 
to  that  operation. 

A I'eglster  is  kept  by  tlie  medical  attendant,  which  distinguishes  the  disease,  treatment 
and  result ; this  is  placed  quarterly  before  the  board  of  governors,  but  a copy  is  never  sent 
to,  or  required,  by  the  grand  jury.  On  the  day  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  this 
charity  tliere  were  107  on  the  books,,  and  about  30  new  patients ; this  register  is  most'  accu- 
rately kept,  and  the  details  most  creditable  to  the  medical  officer. 

An  order  from  a subscriber  to  which  one  signature  is  sufficient,  and  which  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  procuring,  entitles  a poor  person  to  be  attended,  but  not  the  servants  of  sub- 
scribers. The  abuse  occasioned  by  improper  persons  obtaining  assistance  is  guarded  against 
as  much  as  possible,  but  it  is  sometimes  attempted.  There  are  no  poor  subscribers.  There 
has  not  been  any  contract  or  collusion  to  swell  the  subscription  list,  and  thereby  to  obtain 
a larger  grant  .from  the  county.  The  visiting  tickets  * are  limited  to  foiir  for  each  one 
pound  subscriber;  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  receive  double  that  number;  the  number 
of  advice  tickets  is  unlimited ; the  case  of  a pauper  being  denied  relief  has  never  happened. 
There  is  no  appeal  from  the  governors  to  the  grand  jury,  in  case  a pauper  shall  feel 
aggrieved. 

Patients 


' The  governors  tickets  are  of  three  kinds,  vi2. : 

I St.  For  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary, 
ed.  Ditto  - . - - ditto  at  home. 

3d.  Child  bed  or  labour  tickets. 

Tlie'se  tickets  are  preserved  and  checked  at  the  quarterly  meetings,  so  that  no  subscriber  may  issue 
more  than  four.  ' The  .Assistant  Commissioners  were  present  at  one  of  these  meetings,  and  observed 
that  every  thing  was  most  satisfactory. 
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Patients  are  seen  at  the  institution  or  visited  at  their  homes,  in  the  country,  when  they  obtain 
a visiting  ticket;  but  if  the  sick  pauper  resides  either  in  Warren’s  Point  or  Rostrevor,  he  is 
visited,  on  dispensary  days,  without  a visiting  ticket ; attendance  would  be  given  in  the  night, 
if  required.  The  institution  does  not  possess  the  means  of  supplying  splints,  bandages,  &c.  in 
case  of  accident;  nor  is  any  one  unconnected  witli  the  charity  authorized  to  have  prescrijDtions 
made upatthe  dispensary.  Lying-in  cases  are  attended  from  the  dispensary  by  ticket ; the  sur- 
geon attends  all  difficult  cases,  for  which  he  is  paid  Is-Qd.  from  the  dispensary  funds ; a pro- 
perly educated  midwife  from  Dublin,  is  employed  by  the  charity  at  the  rate  of  5s.  for  each 
labour  case ; she  was  sent  to  Dublin  at  the  expense  of  one  individual,  to  be  instructed  at  the 
lying-in  hospital ; but  the  midwives  in  general  ai-e  very  unskilful,  and  as  injury  has  been 
known  to  arise  from  their  ignorance,  it  is  considered  highly  desirable  that  care  should  be 
taken  to  provide  properly  instructed  midwives  for  the  poor.  Vaccination  is  performed  gratis 
at  tlie  dispensary,  and  pains  taken  to  insure  tlie  return  of  the  patient ; small-pox  has  been 
known  to  take  place  afterwards,  but  .not  in -any  case  which  the  medical  attendant  consi- 
dered to  have  passed  properly  through  the  vaccine  disease,  but  some  individuals  who  were 
vaccinated,  but  did  not  pass  through  the  vaccine  disease,  had  the  small-pox,  yet  modified  ; 
the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  is  known  to  be  diminishing  in 
this  neighbourhood.  Extras  are  occasionally  furnished  from  the  funds  of  the  charity,  such 
as  trusses,  bandages,  &e.,  but  not  wine  or  food.  There  is  no  charity  in  the  neighbourhood 
on  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  such  ; but  the  surgeon  is  authorized  by  several  of  the 
resident  gentry,  more  particularly  by  the  gentlemen  who  are  likewise  subscribers,  to  give  an 
order  on  them  for  any  article  of  diet  he  considers  necessary ; and  occasionally  to  take  a 
lodging  in  case  of  accident. 

The  committee  of  management  is  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  the  medical  officer  is 
excluded,  neither  has  the  institution  been  in  any  essential  degree  under  his  management, 
and  the  committee  pay  great  attention  to  the  institution ; a salaried  officer  has  not  any 
participation  in  the  management,  nor  any  other  person  ex  officio.  The  fixed  meetings  take 
place  quarterly,  at  which  five  constitute  a quorum;  the  meetings  are  regularly  attended  by 
seven  or  eight  governors,  all  of  whom  are  equally  entitled  to  vote,  but  not  by  proxy. 
Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings.  The  grand  jury  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  managers,  and  the  treasurer  is  annually  appointed  by  the  governors  by  open 
voting,  a method  ©f  proceeding  which  has  been  fotmd  beneficial.  Particular  religious  belief 
does  not  exclude  any  one  fr’om  becoming  an  officer.  The  present  medical  attendant  is  a 
protestant.  There  was  no  sudden  accession  of  governors  at  any  election.  A controlling 
veto  in  a superior  authority  against  an  improper  appointment  is  not  here  thought 
desirable. 

The  treasurer  is  not  a paid  officer,  nor  does  he  give  any  security. 

The  rules  for  the  governance  of  the  affairs  of  this  charity  are  not  printed,  nor  were  any 
alterations  suggested  connected  with  the  present  management. 

There  are  not  any  printed  reports,  but  written  reports  are  made  quarterly  to  the  com- 
mittee. This  neighbourhood  contains  a sufficient  number  of  persons,  able  and  willing  to 
look  after  the  wants  of  the  poor,  if  it  should  be  required,  or  the  dispensary  did  extended. 

The  annual  subscription  for  1832  was  116^.  12s.  Qd.;  for  1S33  8lZ.  19s.  The  present- 
ment is  the  same  amount  as  the  subscriptions.  The  largest  annual  subscription  is  10/.  10  s. ; 
the  smallest  is  1 /. ; none  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  The  existence  of  the  charity 
does  not  depend  upon  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual ; but  the  withdrawal  of  the  support 
afforded  by  one  family  would  greatly ‘impair  its  efficacy.  If  the  subscriptions  fell  off,  the 
charity  must  cease ; but  its  existence  is  not  precarious  There  are  no  stipulations  ac- 
companying subscriptions  to  the  effect  that  medical  advice  or  attendance  for  the  sub- 
scriber, or  any  of  his  family,  should  be  given  gratuitously.  The  subscriptions  are  brought 
tp  the  treasurer,  in  whose  hands  the  funds  are  lodged,  and  money  is  never  left  in  any 
salaried  officers’  hands. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  this  institution,  for  the  year  ending  in 
March  1834:— 


Subscription 

Presentment 


£.  s.  d. 
8a  S - 
8i  19  - 


£.164-7 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Balance  due  Treasurer  on  last  Ac 

} 

10 

81 

count  - 

Surgeon,  Half-years  Salary  - 

25 

- 

- 

Medicines  . - - 

35 

8 

4 

Carriage  of  ditto 

1 

8 

5 

Rent  - 

4 

14 

6 

Visiting  Tickets  to  Surgeon - 

14 

17 

6 

Ditto  - to  Midwife 

2 

10 

— 

Sundries  - 

5 

7 

- 

Expenditure  - - 

£.  107 

16 

Balance*  - - - 

56 

10 

H 

£.  164 

7 

- 

t The  regularity  and  precision  with  wliich  the  affairs  of  this  charity  are  managed,  are  truly 
admirable. 

“ This  balance  was  to  meet  all  demands  on  the  charity,  until  the  then  ensuing  assizes;  half  the 
amount  of  salary  to  surgeon  and  rent  of  dispensary,  respectively,  only  being  included  in  the  above 
account. 
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Dispexsaries. 

Ulster. 

County  Down. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  5i.  d. 
J.R.  Corrieiesq.,  m.  ». 

Warrenpoiiit 

and 

Rostrevor 

Dispensary. 


Extern  Patients. 


General  Mauage- 
'ment.-i- 


Officers  not 
medical. 
Rules. 
Reports. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 


E.vpenditure. 
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Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  a.  b. 

J.  B.  Conie,  «sq.,M.D. 

Coleraine  and 
Kiiloxeen 
Dispensarry^. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment, 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Faiients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

John  Claudius  Beresford,  esq.— Mr.  John  Bond.  — Mr.  David  Dunloss.— Rev.  John 

M‘Cormick,  Curate  of  the  parish.— Robert  Sharpe,  esq.— Mr.  Robert  Thomson.— John 

Moore  Tittle,  esq. ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  district  for  this  dispensary  extends  over  the  parishes  of  .Coleraine,  Ballyrashane, 
part  of  Ao-herton,  Killowen,  part  of  Dunboe  and  part  of  Macosquin  ; or  more  exactly,  the 
medical  o%icer  has  to  attend  to  the  extent  of  three  miles  without  remuneration,  and  eight 
miles  with  a remuneration  of  5s.,  paid  by  the  subscriber  recommending.  The  town  of 
Coleraine  contains  upwards  of  6,000,  and  the  liberties  20,000  or  30,000  inhabitants ; and 
the  medical  attendant  is  expected  to  attend  all  the  sick  poor  of  Coleraine  and  its  liberties, 
which  extend  to  a distance  of  four  miles  and  a half  from  the  town.  The  dispensaries  within 
six  miles  of  the  institution  are  those  at  Port-stewart,  Port-rush  and  Aghadery.  These  are 
considered  to  be  well  placed,  and  sufficiently  numerous,  still  there  is  great  want  here  of 
intern  accommodation  for  sick  poor  labouring  under  fever  or  had  accidents,  the  nearest 
intern  accommodation  being  at  Derry,  which  is  25  Irish  miles  distant.* 

The  dispensary  is  the  lower  story  of  a small  house  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  the  upper 
part  of  which  is  let  off.  The  lower  story  contains  two  rooms,  one  for  the  medicines  and 
the  other  for  stores,  which  latter  is,  however,  now  empty.  There  is  very  little  space  for  a 
waiting-room  for  the  patients.  The  dispensary,  as  it  now  exists,  was  formed  m 1828  ; but 
there  has  been  one  here  since  the  year  1819.  However,  owing  to  some  misunderstanding 
among  the  subscribers,  the  original  one  fell  to  the  ground,  and  the  present  institution  was 
formed.  The  house  is  hired ; but  the  subscribers,  finding  it  bad,  are  about  to  remove.  It 
would  be  better  if  the  dispensaiy  building  were  the  property  of  the  chanty  ; but  there  are 
no  funds  that  would  establish  or  buy  a building  for  the  purpose. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a surgeon  of  Glasgow,  and  has  a midwifery  diploma  from 
Edinburgh,  besides  a certificate  from  the  Apothecaries’  Company,  Dublin.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  subscribers  as  general  medical  attendant,  in  1827,  and  resides  near  the 
dispensaiy.  He  is  a practitioner  in  the  town,  and  was  so  before  his  appointment.  There 
ai-e  not  any  bye-laws  relative  to  his  absence  ; but  when  about  to  absent  himself,  he  procures 
the  assistance  of  medical  gentlemen  resident  in  the  town,  hut  otherwise  his  duty  is  not  done- 
by  proxy.  He  is  allowed  private  practice.  The  days  of  attendance  are  Tuesday  and 
Friday  from  ten  until  two  o’clock,  and  afterwards  he  is  expected  to  visit  all  patients  who  are- 
recommended.  In  case  the  medical  officer  is  irregular  in  attendance,  the  poor  can  complain 
to  tlie  subscribers,  and  they  are  aware  of  this  privilege.  When  cases  of  accid^t  occur, 
there  is  not  any  person  resident  at  the  dispensary  or  on  the  spot  to  afford  immediate  relief. 
The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  medical  attendant. 

The  medical  officer  f has  no  allowance  for  a horse,  hoard  or  lodging  ; but  for  every  visit  he 
pays  out  of  the  liberties,  he  is  allowed  5 s.,  which  is  paid,  as  already  stated,  by  the  person 
recommending. 

The  election  of  medical  officers  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards.  In 
appointing  or  displacing  medical  officers, ' there  is  not  any  limitation  with  respect  to  age. 
There  has  not  been  any  election  since  the  revival  of  this  establishment  in  1828;  and 
there  was  not  any  notice  of  appointment  or  certificate  of  qualifications  sent  to  the  grand 
jury.  About  eight  or  nine  medical  men  reside  in  the  town,  who  are  eligible  to  the  institution. 

The  room  for  the  medicines  is  tolerably  neatly  kept,  and  contains  an  ample  supply, 
which  appear  to  be  of  good  quality.  The  supply  of  medicine  was  most  abundant, 
and  the  counter  was  covered  with  various  articles,  among  others,  _ with  bottles  of 
spirits  to  make  tinctures ; there  was  a lai’ge  quantity  of  castor  oil  in  the  shop,  and 
some  quinine,  &c.  TJie  medicines  are  bought  from  the  Glasgow  Company  of  Apothe- 
caries. They  are  ordered  through  the  secretary,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer;  and  tlie 
shop  in  which  they  are  kept  is  locked  up,  and  the  key  kept  by  the  medical  attendant.  None- 
of  the  dispensary  medicines  are  sold,  and  those  for  private  practice  are  kept  quite  separate. 
There  are  not  any  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  nor  are  leeches  supplied 
to  the  patients. 

A register  is  kept,  which  mentions  the  name  and  residence  of  the  patients,  and  the  name 
of  the  recommender.  It  is  made  by  copying  the  tickets  into  a book ; but  from  the  want  of 
superintendence,  it  is  kept  in  an  irregular  manner,  and  is  not  of  such  a nature  as  to  aftbrd 
data  on  which  to  calculate. 

All  persons  are  relieved  who  can  get  tickets,  hut  none  others.  The  domestic  servants  ot 
subscribers  may  get  tickets.  The  ticket  system  prevents  the  abuse  of  persons,  whose  cir- 
cumstances do  not  require  it,  obtaining  gratuitous  assistance ; and  such  an  abuse  as  the 
forming  a contract  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  large  grants  from  the  county,  by  swelling 
a subscription  list,  has  not  been  known  to  have  occurred  here.  One  ticket  is  sufficient  for  a 
^ family 


* There  is  a well  managed  mendicity  institution  and  poor  house  in  Coleraine,  with  an  income  of 
about  400  L by  voluntary  contributions.  There  is  also  a poor  loan  fund.  The  loan  advanced  is  2 1-  2S., 
to  be  repaid  at  the  rate  of  3 s.  6 d.  a month,  payable  the  second  month  after  the  loan. 

f The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  was  raised  from  45  1.  to  50 1.  per  annum,  and  afterwards, 
in  1833,  to  60 1.  At  which,  by  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  it  was  iLxed,  in  case  the  excess  0 
income  above  the  expenditure  affords  that  sum. 
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*™ilv  and  tire  simatnre  of  one  subscriber  is  sufficient  to  give  it  validity.  Each  subscriber  Disvsksahibs. 

Tone  guinea  is  Kmited  to  twelve  visiting  tickets,  but  is  unlimited  m tlie  number  for  , — 

medicine  from  the  dispensary.  Smaller  subscribers  can  also  issue  tickets  at  the  rate  ?f  J e 
Sreach  visiting  ticket,  and  6d.  for  the  others.  Attendance  would  be  given  at  night  if  

niiived  The  institution,  in  cases  of  accident,  does  not  possess  the  means  of  atfordmg  E,aminations  taken  by 
Mediate  assistance  in  the  way  of  splints,  bandages,  &c.  At  present,  no  persons  uncon-  Sir  D Barrj,  «.  n. 
?rfed  with  the  institution  can  have  their  prescriptions  made  up  at  it ; but  this  was  formerly  J-  R-  Cor^q, . 
tbecase  Difficult  lying-in  cases  are  attended  by  the  dispensary  sm-geon,  on  the  nurses  Coleraine  stni 
certifying  that  instruments  are  required ; but  the  poor  are  mostly  attended  by  unskilful  JnUou^en 
•midwives,  through  whose  ignorance  accidents  are  known  to  occur.  Dispensary. 

The  nrescriptions  used  are  not  entered  in  any  book.  Vaccination  is  performed  on  all  who  ^ — . 
«TP  recommended,  on  their  depositing  Is.,  which  is  returned  on  the  child  being  brought  the 
Text  week.  The  medical  officer  has  a good  opinion  of  vacination,  but  will  not  inoculate 
with  small-pock  virus,  and  few  feilures  are  ever  heard  of.  The  confidence  of  the  poor  also, 
in  its  effects^ is  good.  Small-pox  has  not  been  frequent  of  late. 

Neither  wine  or  any  other  extra  is  ever  furnished  to  the  sick  poor  from  the  funds  of  the  Nourishment, 
institution  nor  is  there  any  charity  established  in  the  neighbourhood  for  affordmg  food, 

•clothing  or  fuel  to  the  sick  poor,  on  which  the  medical  man  could  give  an  order. 

This  establishment  does  not  afford  any  intern  accommodation.  All  lunatic  cases  are  sent  Intern  Patients. 

to  the  Derry  District  Asylum.  _ _ ■ • , 

411  persons  subscribing  one  guinea  and  upwards,  are  entitled  to  participate  m the  principal  General  Jlanage- 
manacmment-  but  the  medical  officer  is  not  a governor,  nor  has  the  institutira  been  under  ment. 
his  management.  . There  is  no  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  The  fixed  and 
only  meetincrs  occur  annually.  Minutes  are  kept  of  the  meetings.  There  is  ^-eat 
difficulty  in  getting  any  one  to  attend  to  the  institution,  only  two  gentlemen  seem  to  have 
atlendei  regularly.  , 

There  is  not  a managing  committee.  ■ „ . a n Committee. 

The  officers  not  medical,  are  the  treasurer  and  the  secretary.  The  money  is  collected  by 
various  subscribers.  There  are  no  bye-laws.  Since  this  dispensary  was  established,  there 
has  not  been  any  sudden  accession  of  governors  at  elections;  but  on  the  present  medmal 
attendant  having  been  out-voted  at  the  annual  election  to  the  office  of  surgeon  to  the  Ki  - 
lowen  dispensail  in  1827,  which  he  then  held,  by  a young  man  who  had  purchased  himself 
in  by  creatinq  votes,  his  friends  seceded  from  the  institution  and_  established  this,  ^d 
thus  the  Killowen  dispensary,  unable  to  go  on  without  the  subscriptions  of  those  who  had 
seceded,  united  with  the  Coleraine,  assumed  the  present  denomination  of  both,  and  re-elected 
him  as  medical  attendant. 

The  only  report  on  the  affairs  of  this  institution  is  a statement  of  the  number  attended,  Reports, 
which  is  found  at  the  end  of  the  register,  but  is  not  printed.  _ ... 

This  charity  does  not  depend  on  anyone  family;  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  keeping  up  Funds  and 
the  subscriptions,  and  the  charity  does  not  possess  any  capital  stock  in  houses  or  lands.  Accounts. 

The  funds  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer  until  wanted;  but  no  money  remains  m 
the  hands  of  the  salaried  officer. 

The  following  is  the  receipt  and  expenditure  during  the  last  three  years : — Expenditure. 


Receipt. 

£. 

d. 

Expenditu-ue. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

To  Balance  of  1830 

- 21 

1 

IH 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - - 

Medicine  Account  ... 

62 

42 

10 

»3 

8 

Subscription  - - • • 

- 53 

10 

- 

Sundries  - 

Rent  of  Shop  ...  - 

10 

17 

6 

Presentment  - 

■ 53 

10 

Stampsfor  1829,  1830, 1831- 

1 

9 

9 

Rent,  Extra  Tickets,  &c. 

2 

11 

8 

Sundries  - - * 

Balance  - 

1 1 

9 

2 

»7 

£.130 

13 

n 

£. 

130 

13 

—1832. — 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d.. 

To  Balance  of  1831 

■ 9 

17 

- 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - - - 

Medicine  - - 

52 

26 

10 

8 

4- 

Subscription  ... 

- ,59 

8 

6 

Rent  - - _ 

10 

- 

- 

County  Presentment  - 

- 59 

8 

6 

Stamps  - - - - ■ 

Taxes  - 

_ 

9 

10 

3 

8 

Rent,  &c.  ...  - 

8 

Sundries  ----- 

5 

7 

4 

Extra  Salary  to  Surgeon 

10 

10 

- 

Balance  - - - - - 

25 

£.131 

5 

S 

£. 

.‘3> 

5 

8 

0.5.  1 L 
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Dispessaries. 

Ulsta-. 

Co.  l.on(ionderr}'. 

Rjarainations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barty,  m.d. 
j.  R.  Corrie.esq.,  m.  d. 

Coleraine  and 
Killowen 
Dispensary. 


City  of  Londonderry 
Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


— 1833.— 


Balance 

Subscription 

Presentment 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  GeoRge  Hay,  presbyterian  minister. — John  Kelsi,  esq, — William  Latham,  esq.— 
Dr.  White;  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population  for  which  this  dispensary  is  intended  amounts  to  about  19,620,  and  the 
district  extends  over  12,611  acres.  The  most  distant  point  at  which  the  surgeon  is  obliged 
to  visit  is  about  3 J miles.  The  medical  institutions  within  six  miles,  are  the  Deny  county 
infirmary,  the  district  lunatic  asylum,  the  dispensaries  at  Muff,  Glandermott,  Faughanvale, 
Cumber,  Donagheady  and  Upper  Cumber;  the  only  (strictly  speaking)  medical  charity  in  this 
Dispensary  district  is  the  Derry  county  infirmary,  and  it  does  not  afford  extern  relief.  The 
grand  jury  and  the  inhabitants  appear  satisfied,  both  with  the  number  and  situation  of  the 
neighbouring  dispensaries.  There  is  no  want  of  intern  accommodation  here,  as  the  county 
infirmary  is  close  by.  It  would,  however,  be  certainly  a great  comfort  and  convenience 
to  attach  a ward  capable  of  receiving  bad  accidents  and  fever  cases,  to  dispensaries  in  raral 
districts. 

The  dispensary  is  placed  at  a house,  about  20  feet  in  front,  in  a wide  and  airy  street, 
(Bishop’ s-street)  containing  on  the  ground  floor  the  shop,  the  consulting-room  and  a kitchen, 
which  also  serves  as  a waiting-room ; on  the  first-floor  is  the  board-room  ; the  remainder  of 
the  house  is  occupied  by  the  midwife  and  attendant,  who  live  rent-free,  and  take  care  of  the 
premises.  The  grounds  consist  of  a back-garden.  The  premises  are  held'  on  lease  from 
year  to  year,  but  it  would  be  better  (if  it  were  practicable)  that  the  dispensary  concerns  should 
belong  to  the  charity. 

The  only  medical  officer  attached  to  the  institution  is  39  years  of  age ; he  graduated  in 
medicine  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  also  educated  in  midwifery ; he 
resides  in  the  town,  having  been  appointed  to  this  dispensary  as  general  medical  attendant 
in  1820,  previously  to  which  he  was  practising  in  Derry ; he  is  also  inspector  of  the  gaol  at 
a salary  of  90h,  and  surgeon  to  the  Gwyn  charity,  at  a salary  of  50/.,  besides  being  a sui- 
geon  on  half-pay.  In  case  of  absence,  he  gives  notice  to  the  committee ; but  his  duty  is 
never  otherwise  done  by  proxy : he  is  allowed  to  have  private  practice.  In  case  of  accident, 
there  is  not  any  medical  person  here,  who  is  always  on  the  spot  to  i-ender  immediate 
assistance ; such  cases  being  always  sent  to  the  county  infirmaries.  The  medicines  are  dis- 
pensed by  an  assistant,  who  is  appointed'  by  the  principal  medical  attendant,  under  sanction 
of  the  governors. 

The  surgeon’s  salary  is  100/.  per  annum,  paid  from  the  general  fund;  but  he  has  no 
allowances  or  perquisites.  His  assistant  receives  only  3/.  3 s.  per  annum  from  the  charity. 
Should  the  subscribers  choose  to  authorize  salaries  or  allowances  higher  than  are  requisite 
to  obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  the  grand  jury  can  curtail  the  grant ; and  in  case  of  com- 
bination between  a medical  man  and  his  friends  to  raise  an  institution  and  defraud  the 
county  by  a nominal  subscription  list ; the  control  also  rests  with  the  grand  jury. 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards.  No  vacancy 
has  occurred  since  the  establishment  was  formed  when  the  present  medical  attendant  was  the 
only  candidate,  and  neither  notice  of  his  appointment  or  certificates  of  his  qualifications  were 
sent  to  the  grand  jury* 

There  is  not  any  limitation  as  to  age  either  in  appointing  or  displaying  the  medical 
officer.  In  Derry  there  are  several  medical  men  who  are  eligible  to  the  institution;  should 
the  medical  officer  be  harsh  to  or  neglect  the  patients,  they  can  complain  to  a subscriber,  and 
are  aware  of  this  means  of  obtaining  an  investigation. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicine  is  kept  is  in  the  front.  It  is  about  12  feet  square,  and  is 
fitted  up  with  shelves  and  drawers,  &c. ; the  medicines  are  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient 
quantity  ; there  is  also  a proper  supply  of  the  more  delicate  medicines  : they  are  provided 
by  P.  Stanley  & Co.,  Dublin,  and  'by  the  Glasgow  Apothecaries’  Company;  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  medical  attendant  guarantees,  that  the  medicines  are  not  changed  and  inferior 
ones  introduced  ; they  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  on  an  order  from  the  committee.  Tlie 
medicines  supplied  to  this  institution  during  each  of  the  past  three  years,  cost- 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - - - 70  9 10  I 

1832  - - 60  11  10 

1833  r-  - - -98  19  8 

No  medicines  belonging  to  the  institution  are  eVer  sold,  and  none  but  the  dispensary  medi- 
cines are  kept  at  the  institution,  the  shop  is  locked  up,  and  the  key  kept  by  the  assistant. 

There 


£.  4.  d, 

- 25  10  1 

- 72  15  - 

- 72  15  - 
£.  171  - 1 


Surgeon’s  Salary  - 
Medicine  and  Carriage  - 
Rent  - 

Taxes  _ . . 

Sundries  . - - 


£.171 
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There  are  not  any  smpcal  instruments,  or  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions  belonging  to 
the  charity,  nor  are  leeches  supphed  to  the  patients. 

Four  books  are  regularly  kept  and  filled  up  to  the  day,  in  the  first  are  entered  the  names 
f new  patients  and  of  their  several  recommenders  ; in  the  second,  the  names  of  each  per- 
n prescribed  for,  whether  new  or  old,  and  an  outline  of  the  prescription  ordered  ; in  the 
tUrd  the  names  of  patients  visited  each  day  ; in  the  fourth,  the  names  of  persons  vaccinated. 
A monthly  return  is  made  of  midwifery  cases  by  the  midwife  to  the  committee,  and  a general 
^turn  sent  to  the  grand  jury ; but  there  is  not  any  register  kept  of  those  who  are  refused 
advice  The  number  of  patients  on  the  books  during  the  last  two  days  of  visiting  was  165 
aad  123  of  these  11  and  10  respectively  were  new  recommendations.  All  cases  of  capital 
operation  are  taken  to  the  county  infirmary.  The  number  of  midwifery  cases  attended  by 
the  midwife  during  the  last  three  years  were,  in — 


Dispf.usakiks. 

ULler. 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Examinations  takeuby 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  b.  • 
J.K.  Corrie, esq-,M.B. 

City  of  Londonderrif 
’ Dispensary. 


Patients  Regis- 
tration. 


1831 

1832 

1833 


141 

153 

150 


All  persons  to  whom  the  subscribers  present  tickets  are  entitled  to  relief ; but  care  is  taken  Who  entitled  to 
that  none  are  given  to  persons  able  to  pay ; one  subscriber’s  signature  is  sufficient,  and  tlie  Relief, 
number  of  tickets  which  each  may  issue  is  unlimited  ; the  subscribers  are  particularly  cau- 
tious with  the  midwifeiy  recommendations,  every  ticket  for  the  services  of  the  midwife, 
must  ceitify  that  the  recommender  has  ascertained  from  his  or  her  own  knowledge,  that  the 
woman  recommended  is  not  in  circumstances  to  pay  for  such  services  ; this  course  is  adopted 
in  order  to  avoid  injuring  those  properly  educated  medical  men,  who  derive  a larger  propor- 
tion of  their  income  from  such  cases.  All  applicants  must  absolutely  have  tickets,  except 
those  who  apply  to  be  vaccinated,  none  of  whom  are  ever  refused,  although  there  is  no  rule 
to  that  efi’ect ; but  for  other  cases,  tickets  are  not  given  to  any  living  out  of  the  district, 

Participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  by  persons  whose  circumstances  do  not  require 
gratuitOTS  assistance,  is  guarded  against  by  the  ticket  system  as  much  as  possible,  but  no 
such  plan  has  been  ever  heard  of  here,  as  a contract  for  the  purpose  of  swelling  a subscrip- 
tion list  and  thus  obtaining  large  grants  from  the  county. 

The  sick  are  attended  at  their  houses  at  the  discretion  of  the  surgeon,  but  it  is  imperative  Extern  Patients, 
on  him  to  attend  in  the  house  all  severe  cases.  All  accidents  go  to  the  county  infirmaiy. 

Practitioners  unconnected  with  the  institution  cannot  have  prescriptions  made  up  here. 

Lying-in  cases  are  attended  by  a midwife  appointed  by  the  governors ; after  each  case 
the  medical  attendant  certifies  in  the  ticket  to  the  fact  of  the  midwife’s  attendance ; this 
ticket  is  laid  before  the  committee  at  the^next  monthly  meeting,  and  they  order  payment  at 
the  rate  of  4 s.  for  each  case. 

The  present  midwife  is  self-instructed.  There  have  been  two  properly  instructed  midwives 
from  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  but  both  turned  out  ill.  The  midwife  is  provided  with 
fuel  and  lodging  at  the  dispensary  besides  the  4 s.  for  each  case.  The  poor  are  generally 
attended  by  unskilful  midwives  ; but  accidents  are  not  known  to  happen,  as  there  are  so  many 
medical  men  at  hand.  There  is  a prescription  book  at  the  institution  in  w’hich  are  entered 
those  remedies,  which  appeared  usual  in  the  cases  treated.  Vaccination  is  generally  effica- 
cious, and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  operation  is  good  and  increasing.  Small-pox 
has  been  very  little  known  here  of  late  years  ; the  medical  attendant  does  not  and  will  rot 
inoculate  with  small-pock  virus. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  never  furnished  to  the  sick,  nor  is  tliere  any  charity  on  which  Nounshment. 
tlie  surgeon  can  give  an  order,  except  a penny  society  to  which  he  is  a subscriber,  and  on 
which  he  can  give  an  order  for  clotlies  or  food,  hut  this  is  a very  limited  charity  as  to  means. 

All  huiatic  cases  are  sent  to  the  Deny  District  Asylum.  Intern  Patients,  ^ 


The  general  management  is  in  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards,  and  the  Institu-  General  Manage- 
tion  is  not  essentially  under  the  management  of  tlie  surgeon  who  is  not  a governor,  nor  is  ment. 
any  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction ; the  meetings  are  annual,  at  which  five 
governors  constitute  a quorum,  from  15  to  20  is  considered  a good  attendance:  voting  is  not 
allowed  by  proxy,  except  on  the  part  of  ladies.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  consisting  of  nine  elected  annually,  who  meet  the  first  Tuesday 
in  each  month ; minutes  are  also  kept  of  their  proceedings ; the  weekly  reports  of  the 
medical  officer  are  examined,  checked  for  the  preceding  month,  and  entered  under  the  for 
lowing  heads : new  orders  during  the  month  ; number  of  prescriptions,  or  medical  dispensa- 
tions ; number  of  vaccinations ; number  of  visits  paid  by  surgeon ; number  of  midwifery 
cases  ; the  diseases  are  not  specified,  except  in  the  cases  visited  at  home. 

In  the  year  1833,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Deny  appointed  a board  of  superin- 
tendance of  all  the  charitable  institutions  to  which  the  county  money  was  presented.  This 
board  consisted  of  certain  of  the  grand  juiy  of  the  county,  and  certain  other  individuals  not 
of  the  gi-and  jury,  but  who  took  an  active  interest  in  these  charities. 

The  officers,  not  medical,  are  the  treasurer  and  the  secretaiy.  The  committee  audit  the  Officers  not 
accounts.  There  are  no  printed  hye-laws.  Religious  belief  does  not  exclude  any  person  medical, 
from  being  an  officer.  The  non-medical  officers  are  not  paid,  and  no  instance  has  occurred 
of  an  officer  being  suspended  or  removed. 

There  is  a female  servant  who  takes  care  of  the  house,  and  who  is  paid  3 1.  per  annum.  Attendants. 

A short  report  is  made  out  annually,  and  printed  in  the  newspapers,  This  district  affords  Reports, 
sufficient  number  of  persons,  who  are  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  inves- 
0.5.  n L 2 tigation 
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Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Ibstninations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  H.  t>. 

J.  U.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.  d. 

City  of  Londonderry 
Dispensary. 


Funds  and 

Accounts. 

Receipts. 

Collection. 

Expenditure. 


Muff"  Dispensary. 


Neiatovni  Limavady 
Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 
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tigation  into  the  wants  of  the  poor.  The  following  sums  have  composed  the  income  of  the 
charity,  during  the  three  past  years  : 


Subscriptions 
County  Presentment 


1831. 

- £.  149  1 


£.  229  1 


£.  114  4 - 
80  - - 


1833. 

£.  163  - 

80  - 

£.243  - 


This  charity  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual,  and  its  existence  is> 
not  likely  to  cease.  It  has  not  been  known  here  for  subscribers  to  stipulate,  that  them- 
selves and  their  families  are  to  receive  medicine  and  medical  advice  gratuitously.  There  is 
not  any  capital,  stock,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  institution. 

The  sttbscriptions  are  collected  by  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  governors  at  the  annual 
meetings  ; these  gentlemen  are  unpaid,  and  are  subscribers. 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  are  medicines,  salaries  and  rent.  The  disbursements 
for  the  year  1833  amounted  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Salary  to  Medical  Attendant  - - - - - - -75-- 

Shopman 

Midwife — 150  Labour  Cases  4s.  - - - - - -30-- 

Rent  of  Dispensary  - - - - - - -23  16 

Medicines  '-  - - - - - - - - -98  19  8 

Repairs  -----------2  12  7 

Other  Expenses  - - - - - - - - '-20  16- 

263  12  9 


This  charity  was  established  by  the  Grocer’s  Company  of  London,  to  whom  the  village 
and  immediate  neighbourhood  belong,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  their  own  estate  exclu- 
sively. The  gentleman  who  was  then  and  still  is  surgeon  to  the  establishment,  resided  in 
Derry,  ,at  a distance  of  four  or  five  miles,  and  attended  but  for  four  hours  on  one  day  in 
each  week.  His  salary  was  52t  10s.  without  a house.  He  has  at  present  no  idea  of  the 
number  of  his  daily  or  annual  patients  at  that  time. 

In  1829  or  1830,  the  company  took  in  additional  subscribers  to  their  dispensary  and. 
applied  to  the  county  for  the  usual  grant  of  an  equivalent,  which  they  obtained,  on  condition 
that  the  poor  of  the  whole  parish  should  have  access,  when  recommended,  to  the  benefits  of 
the  charity.  The  medical  attendant  from  that  period  has  been  obliged  to  reside  on  the  spot; 
his  salary  having  been  increased  to  60  L per  annum,  (still  without  a house),  and  his  attend- 
ance two  days  in  the  week. 

The  names  of  new  patients  only  are  registered,  39  of  whom  applied  on  the  day  of  this 
examination.  Medicines  are  never  given  to  any  person  who  does  not  present  a ticket 
of  recommendation : this  ticket  the  patient  is  obliged  to  keep;  but  prescriptions  are  not 
written,  nor  is  medicine  ordered  by  numbers,  nor  can  former  treatment  be  referred  to  in  any 
manner. 

The  medical  attendant  stated  that  he  is  convinced  (and  he  showed  his  register  of  diseases 
in  proof  of  his  statement)  that  the  poor  sub-tenants  of  the  company  often  come  to  the 
dispensary  when  they  really  do  not  require  medicine,  in  order  to  strengthen  their  claims  on 
the  company’s  poor  fund.  The  authorities  of  the  company  give  money  to  the  sick  poor, 
without  the  certificate  of  the  medical  attendant. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  R.  Diel,  Presbyterian  Minister. — Rev.  Robert  Gage,  Curate  of  Newtown. — Marcus 
M‘Causland,  esq. — Rev.  William  Porter,  Unitarian  Minister. — Rev.  William  Smyly, 
Rector  of  Aughaloo. — The  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution,  and  his  Nephew,  who  usually  acts 
for  him. 

The  district  for  which  this  dispensary  was  intended  extends  over  a large  portion  of  five 
parishes.  The  only  medical  institution  within  six  miles  is  the  Ballykelly  dispensary,  distant 
three  miles,  (which  dispensary  belongs  to  the  Fishmongers’  Company).  The  medical 
attendant  here  is  expected  to  visit  within  three  miles  without  additional  remuneration,  and 
at  a distance  of  upwards  of  six  miles  Irish,  at  the  requisition  of  a subscriber,  who  pays  an 
additional  5 s.  The  county  is  pretty  well  supplied  with  dispensaries,  and  applicants  have  never 
been  refused  medical  relief  here ; but  all  who  apply  must  be  provided  with  'tickets.  The 
want  of  internal  accommodation  for  fevers  and  bad 'accidents  is  much  felt,  and  it  would  be 
very  beneficial  if  a small  infirmary  could  be  attached  to  the  district. 

The  dispensary  is  held  at  a small  house  behind  the  main  street,  the  front  room  of  which 
serves  as  a waiting-room,  and  the  back  room  as  the  dispensary.  The  upper,  stoiy  is  occupied 
by  a midwife,  who  takes  care  of  the  building  for  which  she  resides  rent-free,  she  is  besides 
employed  by  the  subscribers  to  attend  the  poor,  the  patient  paying  her  2 s.  Qd-  and  the 

recommender 
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-rprommender  ’Is.  Gd.  on  eacli  case.  The  present  midwife  has  been  instructed  m her  duties  by 
+lie  medical  attendant.  The  building  is  hired  by  the  year  at  a rent  of  6 but  if  circumstances 
Emitted  it  would  be  more  desirable  that  the  buildmg  should  belong  to  the  charity. 


Dispeksariks. 

Ulster. 

Co.  Londonderry. 


The  medical  officer  is  a graduate  in  medicine  of  Glasgow,  and  surgeon  of  London ; he  is  ^ 

n naval  surgeon,  and  has  a midwifery  diploma  from  Glasgow ; he  resides  at  Eallykelly,  g|^ 
distant  about  three  miles  from  this  institution,  to  which  he  was,  appointed  10  or  12  years  j.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.d. 

Ln-  heislikewise  medicalattendant'totheBallykellydispensary,  forwhichhehaslOO/.,  — 

SdaLuse  rent-free,  without  other  perquisites ; he  attends  daily  at  Ballykelly  from  nine  Ltma-:iady 

o’clock:  he  is  besides  alWd  private  practice.  The  duty  at  this  dispensary  is  Dispensary, 
done  bv  a nephew  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  attends  daily  from  eight  till  eleven  o clock;  „ 

Se  is  also  a physician  of  Glasgow  and  a surgeon  of  the  Loudon  college,  and  the  arrange-  Medical  Officers, 
ment  with  regard  to  salary  is  a private  matter,  with  which  the  subscribers  do  not  interfere. 

The  regular  medical  attendant  is  always  liable  to  be  called  upon,  and  is  answerable  to  the 
subscribers.  If  the  medical  officers  be  iiTegular  in  attendance,  the  poor  are  aware  that 
they  can  complain  to  a subscriber.  The  midwife’s  family  live  at  the  dispensary,  and  the 
gentleman  who  usually  attends  instead  of  the  medical  attendant  within  a few  paces,  so  that 
a sudden  accident  should  occur  he  is  within  call.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the 
,physician  attending. 

The  sole  recognized  medical  officer  receives  a sum  proportioned  to  the  income  and  outlay.  Payment, 
his  salaiy  therefore  fluctuates,  and  depends  upon  the  amount  and  quantity  of  medicine 
expended  : during  each  of  the  last  two  years,  he  has  received  50?. ; the  previous  year  36?. 
only.  The  5s.  each  for  extra  attendances  have  produced  4?.  4s.  for  the  same  period,  and 
this  latter  sum  has  always  been  paid  by  the  same  person.  If  the  committee  or  subscribers 
choose  to  authorize  salaries,  allowances  or  perquisites  much  higher  than  are  requisite  to 
obtain  efficient  medical  officers,  it  is  felt  that  the  grand  jury  would  prevent  such  abuse. 


'fhe  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  of  one  guinea  and  upwards.  There  has  Election, 
been  no  vacancy  of  late.  There  are  no  rules  as  to  the  age  of  the  officers,  either  in  ap- 
pointing or  displacing  them.  Notice  of  appointment,  with  age  or  certificates  of  qualification 
•IS  not  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  There  are  three  medical  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood 
eligible  as  medical  attendants  of  the  dispensary.  Tliere  are  no  rules  as  to  superannuations 
or  resignations  of  medical  officers. 

The  room,  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept,  is  in  good  order,  the  supply  of  medicine  most  Pharmacy, 
ample  and  of  good  quality,  including  the  more  delicate  descriptions,  such  as  quinine, 
croton  oil,  &c.  xhere  is  a great  and  unnecessary  supply  of  soine  particular  medicines,  as 
corrosive  sublimate,  red  precipitate  of  mercury,  Senna,  Quassia,  Gentian,  while  there  is  a 
total  deficiency  of  others,  such  as  castor  oil.  The  medicines  are  supplied  by  the_  Glasgow 
Apothecaries’  Company.  The  surgeon*  draws  up  the  list  of  medicines  required,  and 
siibmits  it  to  the  treasurer  and  secretary  half  yearly.  The  medical  attendant  pays  for  the 
medicines,  and  gives  a receipt  for  the  amount  to  the  treasurer  of,  the  charity,  who  thus 
indirectly  discharges  the  amount,  which  was — 


In  1831 

1832 

1833 


£.  s.  d. 
54  4 6 

18  18  8 
30  18  bi 


The  medicines  are  kept  locked  up  by  the  physician,  who  keeps  the  key.  None  of  the- 
dispensary  medicines  are  sold  to  any  one.  fhe  physician,  who  usually  attends,  keeps  an 
apothecarys’  shop  in  the  town ; but  this  is  quite  distinct  from  the  dispensary.  The  insti- 
tution does  not  possess  any  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c. ; and  a stomach-^iump 
is  the  only  surgical  instrument  which  it  possesses.  Leeches  are  supplied  by  the  medical 
men,  who  fumi^  them  at  cost  price,  which  they  charge  to  the  dispensary  funds. 

A registerj  is  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name,  residence  and  disease  of  the  patient.  Patients’  Registrar 
the  medicines  prescribed,  'and  by  whom  the  patient  was  recommended.  This  register  is  tion. 
made  from  the  subscriber’s  tickets ; but  formerly  one  ticket  frequently  stood  for  a whole 
family.  Now,  for  the  last  three  months,  a separate  ticket  of  the  following  form  for  each 
-individual  is  absolutely  required  : — 

Newtown  Limavady 


* The  medical  attendant  orders  medicines  for  the  dispensary  of  Ballykelly,  and  for  his  own  shop,  as 
well  as  for  this  institution,  from  the  same  druggists.  He  prepares  neither  tinctures  nor  ointments,  nor 
medicines  of  any  kind  for  the  Ballykelly  Dispensary,  and  therefore  makes  no  charge  for  lard,  spirits  or 
crude  mercury  to  that  institution,  while  there  are  occasionally  items  to  the  amount  of  5 ?•  or  6 1.  for  such 
materials  charged  to  the  Limavady  Dispensary.  Thus,  for  the  one  he  orders  all  the  medicines  ready 
prepored,  while  be  takes  the  trouble  of  preparing  several  for  the  other.  Yet,  the  whole,  expense  for 
medicine  at  Ballykelly  for  the  last  year,  for  i,86g  patients  prescribed  for,  was  from  35 1-  to  40/.  While 
for  the  year  ending  March  i,  1832,  the  outlay  of  medicine  and  medical  sundries  at  the  Limavady  Dis- 
pensary was  54?.  4 s.  6rf.,  for  1,127  patients. 

t This  register  is  kept  with  extreme  accuracy,  and  is  filled  up  every  day.  There  is  one  column  in 
it  not  usually  found  in  such  documents,  headed  “ Number  of  each  disease.”  In  this  column  is  seer,  at 
•one  view,  the  number  of  cases  of  any  given  disease  that  may  have  occurred,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year  up  to  the  time  of  inquiry. 
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“ Newtown  Limavady  Public  Dispensary. 

“ Certificate. 


“ I recommend  residing  at  in  the  Parish  of 

as  a proper  person  to  receive  medical  assistance  from  the  Newtownlimavady  Dispensary. 

“ subscriber. 

“ To  the  medical  attendant. 

“ Dated  this  day  of  183  .” 


The  fixed  attendance  at  the  dispensary  is  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  from  eleven  till 
two  o’clock.  Any  person  absenting  himself  for  three  successive  days  of  attendance,  will  be 
struck  off  the  books,  unless  he  sends  an  intelligent  person  to  state  liis  reasons  for  so  doing. 
The  signature  of  one  subscriber  to  each  ticket  is  sufficient,  aud  subscribers  are  unlimited  in 
their  number.  There  was  only  one  new  patient  at  the  dispensary  when  visited.  There  is 
no  register  kept  of  the  midwifery  cases. 

All  who  can  procure  a ticket  have  a right  to  obtain  medicine.  Domestic  servants  of  sub- 
scribers do  not  hold  tickets.  The  abuse  of  persons  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the 
charity,  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance,  is  supposed  to  exist, 
but  not  to  any  great  extent ; but  it  never  has  been  heard  of  in  the  county,  that  a contract 
has  been  made  with  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  swelling  a subscription  list,  and  thus 
obtaining  large  grants  from  the  grand  jury. 

In  case  an  accident  should  occur,  as  a fractured  Imib,  the  institution  does  not  possess  the 
means ; splints,  bandages,  &c.  of  rendering  immediate  assistance.  No  medical  person, 
unconnected  with  the  institution,  can  have  prescriptions  made  up  there.  The  poor  lying-in 
women  are  most  generally  attended  by  ignorant  midwives,  and  accidents  are  known  to  occur 
thereby.  The  prescription-book,  on  inspection,  appeared  to  contain  the  prescriptions  proper 
for  the  cases.  All  are  vaccinated  who  apply,  with  or  without  a ticket ; but  inoculation  with 
small-pock  virus  is  never  performed.  The  results  of  vaccination  are  found  efficacious,  and 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  it  is  pretty  strong.  Two  years  since,  small-pox  prevailed 
in  this  neighbourhood ; and  every  now  and  then  a case  occurs.  There  was  a temporary 
fund  raised  when  the  cholera  prevailed  in  the  county,  and  which  fjirnishes  some  assistance 
to  the  families  of  those  who  have  perished  from  that  disease. 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  furnished  to  the  sick  from  the  funds  of  the  dispensary,  nor  is 
there  any  charity  in  the  neighbourhood  on  whicTi  an  order  can  be  given  in  behalf  of  the  sick 
poor,  for  food,  clothing  or  fuel. 

When  lunatic  cases  occur,  they  are  sent  to  the  Derry  asylum. 

Tlie  sole  management  is  now  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards.  The  surgeon 
is  a governor  in  right  of  his  subscription,  but  has  never  voted.  There  is  not  any  person 
ex  officio  in  the  principal  dhectiou.  The  fixed  meetmgs  are  annual,  and  five  constitute 
a quorum,  eight  or  nine  generally  attending.  Minutes  are  kept,  but  signed  only  by  the 
chairman.  None-can  vote  by  proxy. 

The  officers  not  medical  are  the  secretary  (the  Rector  of  the  parish)  and  the  treasurer, 

A sudden  accession  of  governors  or  governesses  immediately  previous  to  the  election  of 
officers  was  attempted,  but  prevented  by  a bye-law.  There  is  not  any  instance  of  an  officer 
having  been  suspended  or  removed. 

Annual  reports  are  made  out  and  sent  to  the  subscribers,  but  none  of  the  reports  for  a 
later  period  than  1832  could  be  procured.  The  district  affords  a sufficient  number  of 
persons,  able  and  willing  to  assist  in  a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
in  case  the  system  of  relief  by  dispensaries  be  extended. 

The  income  amounted  as  follows  for  each  of  the  last  three  years  ending  March : — 


1 

1831. 

1832.  1 

1833. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

f.  s.  d. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  11 

4 

50  18  6 

50  18  6 

- 

- 

- 

45  11 

4 

50  18  6 

50  18  6 

£. 

91  2 

8 

101  17  - 

101  17  - 

This  charity  does  not  depend  on  the  bounty  of  any  one  individual,  and  it  is  not  likely  to 
cease  to  exist.  Stipulations  have  never  been  entered  into  here  that  the  subscriber,  or  any 
part  of  his  family  are  themselves  to  receive  medicines,  or  medical  advice  gratuitously.  The 
charity  possesses  neither  capital  or  stock  producing  income. 

The  subscriptions  are  sent  by  each  subscriber  to  the  treasurer,  who  retains  the  money  m 
his  custody  till  it  is  wanted. 

The  expenditure  amounted  for  the  year  ending  March: — 

£.  s.  d. 

1832  ---------  - 92  10  11 

1833  -----  96  11  4 

1834  - - “ 97  16-J 

The  bills  are  examined  and  passed  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  then  paid.  An  account  of 
the  expenditure  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  The  principal  items  are  medicine  and  salary. 
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Ulster. 
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BaUygaidep 

Dispensary. 


The  medical  attendant  does  not  know  the  amount  of  population  in  this  dispensary  dis- 
trict  which  is  not  confined  to  the  parish,  hut  expects  that  he  shall  have  to  visit  patients  at  j.  R.Corrie,  esq.,ji.  d. 

a distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles  round.  There  is  no  public  medical  institution  within  six  

miles  • the  establishment  of  a small  fever  hospital  and  ward  for  cases  of  accident  would  not 
be  of  much  service  here,  as  they  would  be  quite  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  district. 

A part  of  the  surgeon’s  house  was  about  to  be  fitted  up  as  a dispensary  room,  it  was 

well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  a portion  of  the  room  w'ould  serve  hs  a waiting  apartment  Building,  Furniture 
for  the  patients.  - , j j i,  Grounds. 

The  sole  medical  officer  of  the  dispensary  is  about  28  years  of  age;  he  graduated  at  the  Medical  Officer. 
University  of  Glasgow,  and  is  a surgeon  ot  the  London  College  ; he  also  holds  midwifery 
certificates  from  London  and  Dublin.  He  resides  in  the  house  where  the  dispense^  is  held, 
and  has  just  been  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant;  he  holds  no  other  situation  of 
a similar  kind,  but  is  allowed  private  practice ; before  his  appointment  he  was  a surgeon 
in  the  navy.  Tlie  days  and  hours  for  his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  on  Tuesday  and 
Saturday,  from  ten  till  two  o’clock.  There  is  not  any  rule  for  providing  a substitute  in  the 
event  of  his  illness  or  temporary  absence.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  himself,  he  has 
no  pupil,  assistant  or  attendant  to  be  on  the  spot  or  assist  in  cases  of  sudden  accident. 

He  is  to  have  a salary,  but  the  amount  is  not  yet  fixed ; he  has  already  received  40  1.  on  Payment, 
account.  - . . 

He  was  elected  by  the  subscribers;  there  was  no  advertisement  on  the  occasion,  but  Election, 
notice  was  given  in  the  parish  for  a week  before,  he  was  the  only  candidate ; the  neighbour- 
hood is  not  adequate  to  support  a medical  man  well,  independently  of  the  dispensary 
emolument. 

The  dispensary  room  is  to  be  neatly  and  conveniently  fitted  up.  The  medicines  for  esta-  Pharmacy. 

Wishing  the  dispensary  are  received,  but  not  yet  deposited  in  their  places;  they  were 
purchased  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  sui^eon,  and  were 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer;  they  cost,  including  bottles,  &e.  22/.  16s.  Sd.  The  medical 
attendant  thinks  that  he  will  not  supply  leeches  to  the  patients.  The  medicines  are  kept 
under  the  surgeon’s  care.  In  liis  private  practice  he  does  not  provide  medicines.  There 
are  no  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution. 

Patients  have  not  as  yet  been  attended,  nor  arrangements  made  for  keeping  a register.  I’atients’  Regis- 
Any  person  bringing  a ticket  from  a subscriber  is  to  receive  advice  and  medicine,  the  tration. 
subscribers  being  unlimited  in  the  number.  The  medical  attendant  intends  to  insist  on  every 
patient  having  a ticket.  _ _ * t>  ■ 

Patients  are  to  be  attended  to  at  the  dispensary,  but  the  medical  attendant  is  expected  Extern  Patients, 
to  visit  any  patients  confined  to  their  homes  by  illness,  at  any  part  of  the  district,  and  at 
any  time  of  day  or  night,  and  also  all  lying-in  women  who  send  a ticket ; they  have  been 
mostly  attended,  however,  by  midwives.  If  a broken  limb  or  other  accident  should  happen, 
the  institution  is  not  provided  with  splints,  bandages  or  other  requisites,  to  render  assistance. 

Practitioners,  unconnected  with  the  dispensary,  cannot  have  their  prescriptions  made  up 
there.  There  has  not  been  any  rule  laid  down  with  regard  to  yaccination,  or  to  oblige 
the  dispensary  doctor  to  give  vaccine  matter,  gi'atis,  to  other  practitioners ; he  intends,  how- 
ever, to  vaccinate,  but  will  not  inoculate  with  small-pock  virus. 

No  wine,  or  other  such  extras,  are  to  be  furnished  ; and  there  is  not  a,ny  charity  in  this  Nourishment, 
neighbourhood  on  which  the  medical  attendant  can  give  an  order  to  the  sick  poor  for  food, 
clothing  or  fuel. 

There  is  not  to  be  any  intern  accommodation.  If  lunatic  cases  occm-  they  will  be  sent  Intern  Patients, 
to  the  Derry  Asylum. 

The  general  management  is  with  the  subscribers.  No  periods  have  been  fixed  for  tlie  General  Manage-  •- 
meetmgs  ; there  have  been  two  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  institution ; about  ment. 

I4  subscribers  attended ; the  resolutions  agreed  to  at  these  meetings  constitute  all  the 
rules  and  laws  to  govern  this  charity.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept.  Officers  nol 

The  officers,  not  medical,  are  the  treasurer  and  the  secretary.  medical. 

The  income  is  to  arise  from  subscriptions,  a list  of  which  exhibited  an  amount  of  53/.  lls.,  Funds  and 
and  the  county  presentment  which  is  40  /.,  but  not  yet  received.  There  is  no  other  Accounts, 
property  or  source  of  income.  Receipt. 

The  treasurer  is  to  collect  the  subscriptions,  and  retain  the  amount  till  wanted.  Collection. 

As  this  dispensary  was  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  scarcely  Custody, 
in  operation,  there  is  not  ground  for  observation.  The  list  of  subscribers  shewed,  that 
persons  of  all  persuasions  contribute ; and  a lai'ge  population,  among  whom  fever  is  always 
present,  render  the  existence  of  a dispensary  a source  of  great  comfort  to  the  poor. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Lord  Caledon. — Rev.  James  Collins. — Rev.  James  Maceaight. — Mr  Prentice. — Archdeacon 
Stopford  ; and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

This  dispensary  district  extends  over  11,593  Irish  acres,  and,  contains  upwards  of  I0,00a 
inhabitants,  The  most  distant  point  at  which  the  surgeon  is  expected  to  visit  is  about 
nine  miles.  The  medical  institutions  within  six  miles  are  the  Tynan  dispensary,  in  the 
county  of  Armagh,  to  the  south-east ; the  Glaslough  dispensary,  three  miles  to  the  south,  in, 
the  county  of  Monaghan ; Benburb  to  the  north-east  seven  miles  ; to  the  north  and  north- 
west there  is  no  medical  institution  within  ten  miles.  The  dispensaries  in  the  county  are  con- 
sidered to  be  well  placed  as  regards  population,  but  the  inhabitants  of  some  parts  are  very 
distant  from  medical  relief.  The  medical  officer  thinks  that  a district  six  or  seven  miles  in 
diameter,  with  a rural  population,  such  as  is  here,  would  be  the  most  to  which  one  man 
could  attend. 

The  formation  of  properly  sized  establishments,  with  intern  accommodation  for  bad 
accidents  and  fever  cases,  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  would  be  highly  advantageous. 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a well-built  conveniently  arranged  room  in  the  market-house  • 
there  is  a part  divided  off  for  the  medical  attendant,  and  a part  as  a waiting-room  for  the 
patients ; the  room  is  held  rent-free,  hut  at  will ; it  is  thought,  however,  that  so  long  as  dis- 
pensaries depend  upon  voluntary  contributions,  it  is  more  desirable  that  the  dispensaiy 
should  be  held  at  lease. 

The  sole,  medical  officer  of  the  charity  (about  47  years  of  age),  is  a graduate  of  the 
university  of  Glasgow,  and  a surgeon  of  the  London  College,  who  possesses  also  a mid- 
wifery certificate  from  Glasgow ; Ke  resides  in  the  town  of  Caledon,  having  been  appointed 
to  this  dispensary  by  the  subscribers  in  1816,  previously  to  which  lie  had  been  practising  in 
the  town ; he  holds  no  other  appointment,  but  has  private  practice ; the  times  stipulated  for 
his  attendance  at  the  dispensary  are  Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  nine  to  twelve  o’clock; 
the  duty  is  not  done  by  proxy,  but  in  cases  of  his  unavoidable  absence,  there  is  not  any 
rule  for  providing  a substitute,  he  would,  however,  mention  the  circumstance  to  the  trea- 
surer, and  get  some  one  to  discharge  his  duty;  but  at  present,  he  lias  no  assistant  or  pupil- 
who  could  be  constantly  on  the  spot  for  sudden  emergencies. 

The  medical  attendant’s  salary  is  42 1. ; he  has  no  allowance  for  board  or  lodging,  keep 
of  a horse  or  other  conveyance,  nor  any  perquisites ; but  in  addition  to  his  salary,  he  is 
allowed  such  sum  for  distant  visits  as  the  committee  may  award ; this  sum  amounted  in 
the  years — 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - --  --  --  --  --  - 12  10  4 

1832  - - - - 19  8 4i 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - - 24  15  3 

If  the  committee  or  subscribers  should  allow  salaries,  &c.  higher  than  are  sufficient  to- 
obtain  efficient  medical  relief,  the  grand  jury  have  a check  over  any  such  extravagance. 

The  medical  officeris  elected  annually  by  the  subscribers.  There  has  been  no  vacancy.  The 
neighbourhood  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  support  a medical  man,  independently  of  the  dispen- 
sary emolument.  If  the  medical  officers  should  be  harsh  to,  or  neglect  the  patients,  they 
can  complain  to  any  subscriber,  and  they  know  they  have  that  privilege. 

The  dispensary  room  is  neatly  and  properly  arranged,  with  a sufficient  supply  of  good 
medicines,  including  the  more  delicate  kinds  ; they  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & George 
of  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer ; inclu- 
ding wine  for  fever  patients,  the  medicines  cost  about  24 1.  per  annum.  The  average  expense 
of  patients  relieved  is  something  more  than  Z\d.  per  head,  annually,  for  medicine.  The 
medicines  are  kept  under  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  and  none  of  them  are  ever  sold ; he 
does  not  keep  any  medicines  for  his  private  practice.  Leeches  are  not  supplied  to  the 
patients. 

This  institution  does  not  possess  any  surgical  instruments  or  apparatus  for  preparing 
decoctions. 

The  surgeon  keeps  a register  denoting  1st,  the  name  of  the  patient ; 2d,  the  age  ; 3d,  date 
of  attendance;  4th,  townland  ; 5th,  disease;  6th,  the  event;  7th,  observation.  (The  event, 
and  observations  are  seldom  filled  up.) 

In  1831  - _ - 1,870  patients  were  admitted. 

1832  - - - 1,812  ditto. 

1833  . - - 1,490  ditto. 

There  have  been  some  capital  operations  performed  during  the  last  three  years,  and  several 
midwifery  cases  attended  ; these  tickets  are  filled  and  checked  against  the  register  by  the 
treasurer  and  committee  at  the  quarterly  meetings,  so  that  no  error  in  the  number  relieved 
can  occur ; they  are  also  produced  at  these  meetings  by  the  medical  attendant  and  their 
number  stated  in  the  minutes,  as  they  are  made  the  basis  of  any  gratuity  for  extra  visits 
wliich  the  governors  may  award  him. 

Every  poor  person  residing  in  the  district  and  bringing  a ticket  is  entitled  to  have  advice 
and  medicine ; but  no  person  can  have  either,  even  with  a ticket  who  does  not  belong  to 
the  district.  Subscribers  do  not  give  tickets  to  their  domestic  servants.  And  it  can  scarcely 
happen,  that  any  one  should  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  who  was  in  circum- 
stances- 
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stances  to  pay  for  advice ; nor  lias  it  ever  been  known  that  a fictitious  subscription  list  was 
made  up  so  as  to  obtain  a large  grant  from  the  county.  Subscribers  are  unlimited  in  the 
number  of  their  tickets,  and  one  signature  to  each  is  sufficient. 

Extern  patients  come  to  the  dispensary  unless  too  ill,  in  which  case  they  are  visited  at 
home,  but  not  at  a greater  distance  than  nine  miles.  Attendance  would  be  given  in  the 
night  if  required  ^ but  if  a broken  limb  or  other  accident  should  occur,  the  institution  could 
not  afford  assistance,  not  being  provided  with  splints,  bandages,  or  other  necessary  apparatus. 
Lyiug-in  cases  are  attended  on  the  patient  sending  a ticket,  or  more  exactly  speaking,  the 
medical  attendant  attends  the  difficult  cases  only. 

There  is  no  prescription-book  kept  here;  the  prescriptions  of  any  medical  practitioner 
cannot  be  made  up  here. 

With  respect  to  vaccination  there  is  no  rule ; but  the  medical  attendant  vaccinates  all 
children  brought  to  him  upon  a deposit  being  made  of  1 s.  with  each,  to  insure  the  return  of 
the  child;  he  never  inoculates  witn  small-pock  virus.  He  has  a very  good  opinion  of  the 
effects  of  vaccination,  and  the  public  have  much  confidence  in  it:  small-pox  occurs  here 
about  every  third  year,  and  there  is  a good  deal  in  the  neighbourhood  at  present. 

In  very  urgent  cases  wine  is  occasionally  furnished  to  the  sick;  and  where  proper  objects 
occur,  the  surgeon  can  give  a recommendation  for  relief  on  a mendicity  fund,  principally  pro- 
vided by  a neighbouring  nobleman.  The  church  collection  fund  also  provides  some  clothing 
for  the  poor. 

Lunatic  cases  are  sent  to  the  Derry  Asylum. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  and  upwards ; and  there  is 
not  any  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction,  neither  has  the  charity  been  essentially 
under  the  management  of  the  surgeon. 

Tile  general  meetings  are  held  quarterly,  and  the  following  business  then  gone  through, 
viz.— The  surgeon’s  tickets  are  checked ; the  number  of  patients  admitted  stated ; and  the 
tickets  counted.  Of  the  four  meetings  thus  held  in  the  year,  three  are  for  these  general 
purposes,  and  one  annually  to  settle  the  accounts,  prepare  the  report,  &c.  Minutes  of  the 
proceedings  are  kept.  There  is  no  voting  allowed  by  proxy. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  a clergymen,  who  collects  the  subscriptions,  and  acts  as 
treasurer,  &c.  There  is  no  instance  of  an  officer  having  been  suspended  or  removed. 

The  rules  and  regulations  are  not  printed,  they  are  entered  in  the  book  containing  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings. 

Reports  are  made  annually,  and  printed ; they  contain  an  abstract  of  the  cases  treated, 
the  subscriptions  and  expenditure  for  these  periods. 

The  district  is  peculiarly  fortunate  in  possessing  persons,  able  and  willing  to  assist  in 
ascertaining  minutely  tire  wants  of  the  poor,  should  it  be  hereafter  found  expedient  to  extend 
the  system  of  dispensary  relief. 

The  income  arises  from  subscriptions  and  the  county  grant.  The  charity  has  no  property 
producing  income,  and  depends  chiefly  on  the  bounty  of  one  family ; but  it  is  not  likely 
such  would  be  withdrawn  or  that  the  charity  will  cease.  It  may  be  considered  to  rest  on 
secure  grounds. 

It  never  happens  that  subscriptions  are  accompanied  with  a stipulation  on  the  part  of 
the  subscriber  that  he  or  any  of  his  family  are  to  have  medicine  or  advice  gratis. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  till  wanted. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  printed  reports  of  receipts  and  expenditure  for  period 
from  (i  Februai-y  to  31  December — 


Subscriptions 
Part  of  Presentment* 


Surgeon’s  Salary  --- 
Ditto  for  extra  visits 
ilent  of  Dispensary  for  1 1 months 
Medicine  - 

Carriage  of  same  - - - 

Printing  - 

Sundries  .... 


£.  s.  d. 
38  10  - 
i6  19  2^ 

4 u 8 
18  3 6 

1 10  - 

2 3 6 
2 13  4 


£.  84  11  — 


DlsrENS.MtlES. 

Uhtrr. 

County  Tuone. 

Exaniinaliuns  Iskoii  i>v 
Sir  D.  Bany.  >i.D. 

J.  R.  Cotric,  esij.,  ji.  i> 

Cahd07l 

Dispensaiy. 


IsTourishmcnt. 


Intern  Patients. 
General  h lannge- 
merit. 


Officers  not 

medical. 

Rules. 

Reports. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Collecliun. 

Custody. 

Expenditure. 


* 'I'he  sum  of  40/.  was  granted  by  the  grand  jury,  but  1 1 h remains  unpaid. 


t).6. 


M M 
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APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /rent  the  COMMISSIONERS  /or  inquiring 


Dispensaries. 

Ulster. 

County  Tyrone. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  ii.  r. 
J.B.  Corrie,€sq.,M.D. 

Omagh 

Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 
Building,  &c. 

Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 


Election. 

Pharmacy. 


Patients'  Begistra- 
tion. 

Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Nourishment. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 

Managing  Com- 
mittee. 

Officers  not 
medical.  ' 

Funds. 

Collection. 

Custody. 


Expenditure. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination, 

Sir  Hugh  Stewart.  — Rev.  Charles  C.  Bentford.  — A.  W.  Cole  Hamilton,  esq.— 
Samuel  Galbraith,  esq.— James  Crawford,  esq.— Alexander  M'Causeland,  esq. 
Daniel  Auciiinleck,  esq.  — Rev.  William  G.  Stack.  — Dr.  Maxwell.— Mr.  White; 
—and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  dispensary  district  is  in  fact  unlimited,  but  the  institution  was  intended  for  a popu- 

lation  of  about  11,000.  _ * t a .1  • 

The  dispensary  is  held  in  a room  belonging  to  the  Tyrone  County  Infirmary,  and  there  is 
a good  waiting-room  for  the  patients,  but  the  institutions  are  perfectly  distinct. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  a surgeon  of  London,  about  55  years  of  age,  appointed  at  the 
establishment  of  the  institution  in  the  year  1831.  He  is  also  surgeon  of  the  gaol,  for  which 
he  receives  a salary  of  80 1 per  annum,  and  of  the  County  Infirmary  at  lOOA  per  annum, 

besides  which  he  is  allowed  private  practice.  r.  , 

The  surgeon’s  salary  consists  of  the  balance  of  the  income  above  the  expenditure  ot  each 
year  : and  in — £ $ d 

1831  amounted  to  - - - - 67  3 7 

1832  „ - - - - 60  - - 

1833  „ - - - - 58  - - 

The  medical  officer  is  elected  by  the  subscribers:  there  has  been  no  vacancy  since  the 
establishment  of  the  institution,  and  there  is  no  eligible  medical  man  resident  in  the  town. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  dispensed  is  small  and  neatly  kept ; it  contains  the 
drugs  of  the  infirmary  also.  Separate  shelves  are  said  to  be  allotted  to  each,  but  there  was 
no  superscription  to  mark  the  limits  of  either.  A large  stock  for  both  institutions  is  kept 
by  the  common  medical  attendant,  in  a cupboard  in  his  apartments,  but  the  same  remark 
applies  here  also,  as  the  shelves,  though  separate,  are  not  distm^iushed  from  each  other. 
The  medicines  are  furnished  by  Messrs.  Leckey  & Moore,  of  Dublin,  on  the  order  of  the 
surgeon,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer;  they  cost,  ^ ^ 

In  the  year  1831  - - - - 35  4 2 

1832  - - - - 21  - - 

1833  - - - - 37  - - 

None  are  ever  sold;  the  surgeon  keeps  those  intended  for  his  private  practice  separate. 
Leeches  are  supplied  to  the  patients,  and  are  procured  from  Dublin.  There  is  no  apparatus 
for  preparing  decoctions,  and -the  surgical  insti’uments  belong  to  the  County  Infirmary. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  extern  patients,  who  are  provided  with  tickets  (and  of  these  only 
is  a return  made  to  the  grand  jury),  and  of  the  mediciiies  prescribed,  but  of  none  others. 
Midwifery  cases  are  not  attended. 

All  applicants  receive  advice  and  medicine,  and  some  are  attended  at  home,  whether  tney 
may  have  presented  tickets  or  not.  Thus  there  is  no  hope  held  out  to  the  charitable  that 
additional  subscriptions  would  have  any  other  effect  than  that  of  increasmg  the  surgeon  s 
salary.  . , . , . , 

Wine  or  other  extras  are  not  furnished  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  nor  does  there 
exist  any  other  charity  on  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  food,  clothes  or  fuel. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  institution  is  said  to  be  vested  in  the  sub- 
scribers. At  dispensary  elections  voting  by  proxy  is  permitted.  _ 

There  is  not  any  managing  committee,  but  there  is  a board  of  superintendence  appointed 
by  the  grand  jury  for  all  the  charities  in  the  county.  ^ , • 

The  secretaiy  and  treasurer  has  no  salary  attached  to  the  performance  of  his  duties;  nor 
are  there  any  bye-laws  regulating  the  appoinments,  and  no  sudden  accession  of  subscnbei'S 
previously  to  an  election  has  been  known.  • • ri  1 + 

The  continuance  of  this  dispensary  does  not  depend  on  any  one  family,  nor  is  it  likely  to 
cease  to  exist.  ...  . • j 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  possession  until  required. 
The  surgeon  is  in  the  habit  of  advancing  to  the  treasurer  the  subscriptions  of  any 
who  may  be  absent  just  before  the  assizes,  to  be  repaid  to  him  by  such  subscribers.  1 is 
sum  cannot  be  ascertained  for  any  one  year,  but  it  has  been  as  much  as  5 Z.  , . ii, 

The  only  items  of  expenditure  are  medicine  and  stationery ; for  the  three  years  that  the 
institution  has  existed,  these  have  amounted  to  93 1.  17s.  "Hd. ; thus  leaving  the  balance  0 
the  surgeon  185Z.  13s.  id.,  a sum  always  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  county  grant. 
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FEVER  HOSPITALS. 


Fever 

Hospitals. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Ballinasloe  Fever  Hospital  consists  of  a cottage  divided  into  two  wards  on  the  ground 
floor  each  holding  four  beds,  and  one  small  ward  on  a boarded  loft,  extending  over  about 
one-third  of  the  cottage,  holding  two  or  three  beds.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  the 
premises  for  which  an  annual  rent  of  I4l.  is  paid,  in  a very  ruinous  condition.  The  floor  of 
flie  loft  ward  is  falling  to  pieces ; one  of  the  walls  is  cracked,  and  the  thatch  lets  in  the  rain 
in  more  than  one  place.  The  bedding  is  damaged,  wora-out,  and  much  reduced  from  its 

origma^q^e  officer  of  the  hospital  is  the  individual  of  wliose  double  connexion  with 

this  institution,  and  with  the  Ballinasloe  Dispensary,  the  particulars  will  be  found  detailed 

in  the  account  of  the  latter  establishment.  ^ 

No  medicine  is  kept  in  the  hospital,  although  it  is  nearly  half  a mile  from  the  residence  ot 
the  medical  attendant,  who  is  engaged  in  business  as  an  apothecary. 


Connaught. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  Bsq.,ai.i>. 

Ballinasloe 
Fever  Hospitals 


Building. 
Pharmacy. 
Medical  Officer. 
Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


At  the  date  of  this  account  there  were  in  the  house  three  patients,  namely  : 


1st  A woman  who  had  been  living  on  the  funds  of  the  charity  for  a period  of  six  years, 
during  which  time  she  had  been  absent  from  the  house  during  an  interval  of  not  more  than 
five  or  six  months,  when  she  had  been  sent  to  the  sea-coast  for  the  benefit  of  bathing,  at  the 
expense  of  the  funds.  She  laboured  under  a cutaneous  eruption  apparently  of  a syphilitic 
or^in,  which  had  been  aggravated  by  an  injudicious  use  of  mercuiy. 

2d.  A youth  labouring  under  dropsy.  He  had  been  in  the  house  about  five  or  six 
weeks. 

3d.  A man  said  to  be  in  low  fever. 


There  was  no  written  evidence  either  in  the  shape  of  register,  prescription,  diet  roll  or 
memoi-andum  of  any  kind,  that  any  other  patient  than  the  three  just  enumer$ited,  had  ever 
been  admitted  into  or  treated  in  this  hospital ; nor  indeed  was  there  any  written  record  to  be 
found  connected  with  these  individuals  as  patients.  The  Medical  Superintendent,  upon 
heino-  asked  liow  many  persons  he  thought,  or  could  guess,  had  been  treated  in  the  establish- 
ment during  the  preceding  twelve  months,  stated,  after  a great  deal  of  vagne  conjecture,  that 
40  patientsfat  least,  had  been  admitted ; but  upon  examining  the  account  kept  by  the  nurse 
of  the  milk  and  bread  purchased  for  the  consumption  of  the  patients  by  her,  it  appeared, 
and  it  was  admitted  by  the  first  named  individual,  that  at  no  time  during  the  last  two  years 
had  there  been  more  tlian  three,  seldom  more  than  two  patients  m the  house  at  the  same 
time.  The  syphilitic  woman  mentioned  above  was  always  one  of  this  number,  and  she  was 
sometimes  the  only  patient.  The  nurse,  who  seemed  be  a conscientious  tmth-telhng  person, 
stated,  that  four  persons  had  died  in  the  house  since  Christmas,  but  these  deaths  had  not 
been  recorded.  Some  cholera  patients  had  also  been  treated  during  the  prevalence  of  that 
epidemic,  and  several  deaths  had  taken  place ; however,  no  account  could  be  obtmiied  of 
the  number  of  deaths,  recoveries  or  admissions.  The  cholera  patients  had  been  maintained 
by  a separate  fund,  but  the  present  institution  was  the  only  asylum  for  the  persons  attacked, 
and  no  other  professional  assistance  was  engaged  for  the  emergency  than  that  of  its  ordinary 
medical  attendant.  The  nurse  also  informed  the  Assistant  Commissioners  that,  under  ordi- 
nary diseases,  each  patient  remained  on  an  average  six  weeks  in  tlie  hospital. 

The  diet  of  the  inmates  was  represented  to  consist  daily  of  milk,  tw’o  quarts ; bread,  two 
pennyworth:  oatmeal,  one  pint. 

The  nurse  before  alluded  to  is  the  only  attendant ; she  receives  as  wages  five  shillings  per  Attendants, 
week  without  diet,  and  acts  as  washerwoman  to  the  patients,  being  allowed  1 s.  8 c?.  a month 
for  soap  and  candles.  She  is  frequently  obliged  to  sit  up  for  several  nights  m succession 
with  patients  who  are  pai’ticularly  unw’ell. 

The  fever  hospital  of  Ballinasloe  has  existed  since  the  year  1828,  as  a public  chanty,  sup-  funds  and 
ported  by  the  county.  In  that  year  the  grand  jury  granted,  and  the  treasurer  received,  Accounts. 

198L,  being  double  the  amount  of  subscription  sworn  to,  viz.  99  Z.,  which  gave  a fund  of  Receipts  and 

297  Z.  at  once  for  its  maintenance.  Owing  to  the  bustle  of  the  great  annual  cattle  fair  of  Expenditure. 

Ballinasloe,  which  fully  occupied  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  the  Assistant  Commissioners 

were  unable  to  learn  from  the  treasurer  whether  the  institution  had  received  any  grant  of  a more 

recent  date.  That  gentleman, however,  was  good  enough  to  place  his  books  at  their  disposal,  mid 

from  them  it  appeared  that  the  expenditure  up  to  March  1832  had  nearly  equalled  the  original 

funds,  viz.'297Z.,  and  that  the  outlay  from  that  period  to  December  of  the  same  year  was 

about  90  Z.  But  as  no  entry  had  been  made  subsequent  to  that  of  the  last-mentioned  date, 

tliere  were  no  means  of  judging  what  was  the  actual  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  chanty. 

The  absence  of  every  thing  tending  to  control  the  working  of  this  charity,  is  fully  ex-  General  Manage- 
plained  by  the  fact,  that  the  very  name  of  fever  hospital  generally  acts  as  a bar,  m tins  nient. 
country,  against  all  effective  superintendence  even  of  those  who  are  most  zealous  and  liberal 
in  their  support.  The  immediate  charge,  therefore,  of  these  institutions  should  always  be- 
given  to  persons  of  known  humanity  and  conscientious  feelings ; but  above  all  things,  the 
most  precise  and  ample  written  details  of  their  internal  government  and  discipline  should  be 
insisted  upon  and  enforced.  The  absence  or  gross  neglect  of  records  to  show  that  everything 
had  been  adequately  and  effectively  managed,  should  for  ever  discjuahfy  the  rnedical  super- 
intendent, as  it  w'ould  assuredly  prove  him  to  be  unworthy  of  being  entnisted  with  so  im- 
portant a charge. 

0.5.  M M 2 Ihe 
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The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  given  to  miderstaud  that  two  individuals,  of  a hio-h 
class  in  society,  were  most  munificent  and  zealous  supporters  of  this  chaiity : but  it  is  difti- 
cuit  to  believe  that  they  can  in  any  degree  be  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
actually  carried  on. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Dr.  Bodkik. — Mr.  Cl-attos.— Mark  Lynch,  esq.,  j.p. — J.Lusiiihgton  Reilly,  esq.— The 
Rev.  Mr.  Roche. — Dr.  Vjetch. — Dr.  Whistler  ; — and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. 


The  Galway  Fever  Hospital  is  intended  for  the  reliefofthe  poorer  classes  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  the  population  of  which  amounts  to  be- 
tween 35,000  and  40,000  souls.  It  also  contains  two  other  medical  charities,  namely,  the 
County  Infirmary  and  the  Galway  Dispensary.  The  establishment  at  present  under  consi- 
deration has  been  appropriated  nearly  exclusively  to  the  reception  of  those  who  have  been 
attacked  by  fever  whilst  residing  in  the  town ; the  only  exception  to  this  legitimate  applica- 
tion of  its  resources  having  taken  place  in  the  yeai'  1832,  when  public  and  pressing  neces- 
sity compelled  that  its  doors  should  be  opened  to  those  who  suffered  under  the  epidemic 
cholera. 

The  charity  is  carried  on  in  a well-built,  strong  stone  building,  divided  internally  into  four 
wards,  which  are  capable  of  affording  adequate  accommodation  to  about  42  patients.  This 
is  the  number  of  beds  at  present  registered  as  being  occupied,  but  on  some  occasions,  not- 
withstanding the  very  great  inconvenience  and  disadvantage  to  the  sick  resulting  therefrom,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  dispose  as  many  as  72  patients  in  the  above-mentioned  beds';  and 
this  not  taking  into  consideration  the  years  1817  and  1S22,  in  w’hich  an  unusual  amount  of 
sickness  prevailed.  The  building  is  too  small  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  those 
who  seek  admission  into  it ; and  it  further  labours  under  the  disadvantage  of  being 
unprovided  with  several  of  those  offices  wliich  are  usually  considered  iudispeusable  to  the 
comfort  of  the  sick,  and  the  regular  conduct  of  all  similar  establishments.  The  situation  is 
good  and  airy,  with  a rocky  foundation,  and  altogether  unconnected  with  the  town.  The 
house  is  well  provided  with  furniture. 

The  principal  medical  officer  is  a gentleman,  aged  26,  a graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity, and  in  possession  of  a midwifery  ticket  from  the  same  school.  He  resides  iu  the 
town,  and  is  engaged  in  private  practice.  He  was  appointed  about  five  years  since,  and 
does  not  hold  any  second  situation.  He  is  required  to  attend  at  the  institution  every  day, 
at  12  o’clock,  and  has  never  had  occasion  to  discharge  his  duty  by  proxy.  The  dispensing 
of  medicines  is  entrusted  to  an  apothecary  who  holds  the  degree  of  master  from  the  Apo- 
thecaries’ Hall,  and  is  likewise  obliged  to  give  his  attendance  daily,  at  the  same  hour  as  the 
physician. 

The  two  medical  officers  are  paid  in  full  by  a salary  from  the  general  funds  of  the  charity, 
f52 1.  a year  to  the  physician,  and  30  1.  to  the  apothecary. 

In  order  to  invite  competition,  it  is  customary  to  insert  an  advertisement,  calling  on  can- 
didates to  present  themselves  at  each  vacancy  that  occurs  in  the  medical  department.  There 
are  in  the  town  of  Galway  six  practitioners  who  are  eligible  to  the  situation  of  Surgeon. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  the  I'oom  in  which  the  medicines  were  kept  to  be  neat 
and  well  arranged.  The  list  of  medicines  included  many  of  the  more  delicate  preparations, 
and  the  others  appeared  to  be  of  the  best  kind,  and  iu  sufficient  quantity.  All  had  been 
procured  from  Leslie  & Company,  druggists  in  Dublin,  at  the  order  of  the  medical  attend- 
ant, sanctioned  by  the  president.  The  chaiity  does  not  possess  surgical  instruments  of  any 
description,  not  even  cupping-glasses,  although  at  the  same  time  it  was  stated,  that  leeches 
are  very  rarely  applied  to  the  patients.  ' 

The  registration  of  patients  is  conducted  with  much  attention  and  regularity;  their  names, 
the  date  of  their  respective  admission,  together  with  the  mode  in  which  each  case  terminates, 
is  carefully  preserved,  and,  together  with  a summary  of  every  thing,  is  transmitted  to  the 
grand  jury.  At  the  date  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit  to  ihe  charity,  the  number  of 
patients  on  the  books  was,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  42 ; but  the  following  abstract  of 
the  register  will  show  the  extent  to  which  relief  has  been  granted  during  each  of  the  last  three 
years  : — 


YEAR, 


Number  admiued. 


Cured. 


18  3 1 
18  3 2 
18  3 3 


225  206 
250  224 
253  239 


19 

26 

14 


728 


669 


59 


Tlie  diffusion  of  the  benefits  of  this  charity  is  not  limited  by  the  necessity  of  all  applicants 
being  provided  with  orders  or  recommendations.  No  part  of  the  funds  is  derived  from  sub- 
scribers, and  all  poor  persons  who  may  happen  to  be  attacked  by  fever  in  the  tow'n  are  alike 
entitled  to  be  immediately  admitted. 

The  institution  does  not  undertake  the  treatmeut  of  fever,  except  the  patient  be  an  inmate 
of  the  wards.  Whilst  he  remains  so  he  is  not  called  upon  to  perform  work  of  any  kind,  and 
his  friends  are  only  allowed  to  visit  him  when  any  symptoms  of  danger  have  manifested 
themselves.  The  prescription  hook  was  examined,  and  the  remedies  appeared  to  be  of  the 

class 
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class  usually  adopted  in  practice.  The  testimony  of  the  witnessss  goes  to  establish  that  the 
religious  feelings  of  the  patients  have  not  ever  been  exposed  to  improper  interference,  and 
that  they  have  at  all  times  been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services  of  the  clergymen 
for  whose  attendance  they  have  expressed  a desire.  On  the  other  hand,  the  clergy  of  all 
denominations  are  freely  pennitted  to  visit  whenever  they  think  proper,  and  there  has  not 
been  any  instance  of  controversial  tracts  introduced  into  the  wards  so  as  to  disturb  or  offend 

The  food  of  the  patients  is  regulated  according  to  a fixed  dietary,  which  is  distinguished 
into  fever  diet,  and  convalescent  diet.  The  foimer  consists  of  two  quarts  of  new  milk  and 
two  quarts  of  flummery.  Those  who  are  placed  on  convalescent  diet  receive — 

For  breakfast : one  pint  of  milk ; eight  ounces  of  stir-about. 

For  dinner:  half  a pound  of  beef ; half  a poimd  of  bread  ; one  quart  of  broth. 

For  supper;  one  pint  of  flummery;  one  pint  of  milk. 

In  addition  to  these  fixed  ai-ticles,  wine  and  other  extras  are  freely  given  when  occasion 
demands  their  use. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  vested  in  a corporation  deriving 
their  authority  under  the  Act  68  Geo.  3;  certain  persons, namely,  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  the 
Member  of  Parliament,  the  recorder,  and  the  magistrates  of  the  town  of  Galway,  are  consti- 
tuted governors  in  virtue  of  their  respective  offices,  and  with  them  resides  the  election  of  the 
remainder  of  the  necessary  number  of  governors.  The  principal  direction  of  the  institution 
has  however,  during  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  devolved  almost  entirely  on  a medical 
o-entleman  of  the  town,  late  a distinguished  military  physician  and  surgeon,  to  whose  unpaid 
^d  purely  gratuitous  services  Galway  is  indebted,  if  not  for  the  very  founding  of  this 
admirable  charity,  certainly  for  its  continuance,  and  for  all  the  good  which  has  resulted  from 
it  during  many  past  years.  The  establishment  does'  infinite  credit  to  his  philanthropy,  his 
professional  zeal,  and  his  eminent  sanitary  experience. 

The  managing  committee  consists  of  nine  gentlemen,  who  were  appointed  in  January  1834. 
Minutes  are  kept  of  all  their  proceedings,  and  they  act  altogether  independently  of  the  grand 
jury;  nor  do  any  of  the  governors,  with  the  exception  of  the  medical  gentleman  just  mentioned, 
and  a clergyman,  ever  visit  the  hospital  officially. 

The  only  iron-medical  officers  are  the  treasurer  and  the  president. 

The  following  attendants  are  permanently  engaged  for  the  service  of  the  institution, 
namely: — a head  nurse,  at  a salary  of  1 s.  6 d.  per  diem;  two  under  nurses,  at  Is.  each  per 
diem  ; a gate-keeper,  at  10/.  per  annum. 

The  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  several  officers,  and  for  the  regulation  of  the  establish- 
ment, have  never  been  printed.  They  are  contained  in  the  minute-book  of  the  committee. 

It  is  not  customary  to  prepare  any  reports  for  printing,  but  a written  statement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  chai-ity  is  at  stated  periods  prepared  by  the  president,  and  laid  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  grand  jury.  Owing  to  the  number  of  intelligent  individuals  in  the  town  and 
neio'hbourhood  of  Galway,  it  would  at  all  times  be  easy  to  obtain  an  accurate  acquaintance 
with  the  wants  and  conditions  of  the'  poorer  classes  of  its  inhabitants,  and  any  investigation 
having  such  an  end  would  be  sure  of  the  co-operation  of  several  well-qualified  persons. 

The  funds  for  the  support  of  the  institution  are  derived  exclusively  from  grand  jury  pre- 
sentments, under  the  authority  of  the  .64  Geo.  3.  c.  112,  which  empowers  grand_  juries  to 
present  the  sum  of  500 /.  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  fever  hospitals.  It  will  appear 
from  the  subjoined  statement  of  the  several  presentments  which  have  been  made  on  the 
behalf  of  the  Galway  hospital  during  the  last  three  years,  that  the  amount  of  annual  revenue 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  governors  of  the  institution  has  fallen  far  short  of  the  sum 
mentioned  in  the,  statute  referred  to  ; a circumstance  much  to  he  deplored,  as  it  has  neces- 
sarily confined  the  beneficent  operation  of  this,  the  only  asylum  for  the  sick  poor  of  this 
most  populous  town  and  neighbourhood,  within  a narrowness  of  system  incommensurate 
witli  the  claims  of  humanity  and  the  view's  of  an  enlightened  policy. 

Statement  of  Annual  Presentments  from  the  12th  of  August  1830  to  the  12th  of 
August  1833,  together  with  the  Expenditure  during  the  same  period. 


YEAR. 

Sum  Presented. 

Expenditure. 

f.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

18  3 1 

350  - - 

366  2 lOj 

1832  - - - ' 

350  - - 

415  1 

18  3 3 

375  - - 

370  7 9 

In  this  account  of  the  expenditure  is  included  the  sum  of  I5(i/.  7s.  Get.  paid  in  salaries 
and  wages.  The  remainder  has  covered  the  expenses  incun’ed  for  the  subsistence  of  patients, 
medicine,  wine,  straw,  fuel,  candles,  washing,  &c.  The  acconnts  of  daily  expenditure  in 
diet,  and  of  the  quantity  and  amount  of  extra  comforts  allowed  to  the  sick,  are  kept  with 
exactitude,  and  are  highly  satisfactory.  If  less  than  the  standing  diet  be  consumed,  less  is 
0.5.  - JIM  3 charged. 
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charged,  but  never  more.  As  an  example,  in  1833  there  were  admitted,  fed  and  treated 
in  this  hospital  268  patients,  at  a cost  for  the  whole  of  - - - £.  370  7 9 

Deduct  salaries  and  wages  for  the  year  - 156  7 6 


Remains  applicable  to  patients  - - - 214  - 3 

being  at  the  rate  for  each  patient  (exclusive  of  salaries)  of  16  s.  lid. 

The  money  of  the  charity  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  who  pays  nothing  except 
to  an  order  signed  by  the  president  of  the  committee.  These  orders  are  kept  as  his  vouchers. 


The  building  in  which  this  charity*  is  now  established  was  formerly  the  county  gaol,  and 
in  its  present  state  is  not  particularly  well  calculated  for  its  present  purpose.  The  rooms, 
or  rather  cells,  used  as  wards,  are  small,  inconvenient  and  out  of  repair;  but  every  thing  that 
the  most  judicious  arrangement  could  effect  has  been  done  by  the  physician  in  charge,  to 
render  it  as  fully  useful  as  circumstances  will  admit.  There  were  at  the  period  of  the  As- 
sistant Commissioners’  visit  eight  patients  in  the  house,  five  of  whom  were  in  bed ; there  are 
18  beds  standing,  for  which  there  are  26  pairs  of  sheets,  26  blankets,  eight  of  which  latter 
are  double,  and  13  rugs.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  cannot  but  consider  the  above  as 
an  inadequate  supply,  more  particularly  as  on  examining  the  accounts  for  the  last  year  (1833) 
they  found  the  following  entry,  “ Paid  Ladies’  Industrious  Association,  blankets  and  sheets-, 
1 3 Z.  8 s.”  There  is  no  established  dietary,  nor  any  register  of  the  daily  expenditure  of  pro- 
visions, no  diet  table  ; and  therefore  the  number  of  days’  support,  or  of  daily  diets  issued  for 
any  given  period,  cannot  be  ascertained. 

It  appears  by  the  printed  report  of  this  institution  for  the  year  ending  18th  Mai-ch  1834, 
that  the  number  of  individuals  admitted  in  the  preceding  twelve  months  was  - 98 

Discharged  cured  - - 80 

Died  -----  7 

Remaining  in  hospital  - - 11 

98 

but  the  number  of  days’  food  and  medicine  given  to  each,  or  to  all,  cannot  be  ascertained ; the 
ordinary  diet  is  bread,  gruel,  milk,  or  milk-whey ; excepting  to  convalescents,  to  whom  six 
or  eight  ounces  of  flesh  meat  (weighed  when  raw  with  bone)  are  given  for  dinner  with  pota- 
toes. . A benevolent  person  who  is  a member  of  the  managing  committee  acts  as  caterer,  or 
purveyor,  without  any  remuneration,  and  appears  to  manage  that  department  with  great 
economy  and  sound  judgment. 

The  medical  attendant  who  is  also  physician  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  to  a Dispensary 
some  miles  from  Carlow,  has  an  annual  salaiy  from  the  funds  of  this  charity  of  601,  of 
which  he  pays  to  an  apothecary  per  annnm,  10 1. 

Patients  are  admitted  into  this  hospital  chiefly  at  the  recommendation  of  the  physician  of 
the  Carlow  Dispensary,  and  by  the  selection  of  the  medical  attendant  of  this  institution 
himself,  who  has  an  unlimited  power  of  recommending.  Fevers  only  are  admissible ; but 
when  cholera  prevailed  here,  those  of  the  poor  labouring  under  that  disease  were  admitted, 
and  with  considerable  benefit  to  the  town  generally. 

This  hospital  was  first  established  during  the  great  epidemic  of  typhus  in  1817,  was  after- 
wards shut  for  13  years,  and  re-opened  in  1831.  In  the  course  of  the  last  three  years  167 
fever  patients  have  been  admitted;  of  these  only  11  came  from  a distance  exceeding  10 
miles. 

There  are  three  Fever  Hospitals  in  this  county,  each  of  which  had  200  1.  presented  in  aid 
of  their  funds  this  year  by  the  grand  juries  of  the  Spring  and  Summer  Assizes. 

It  is  rather  a remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  the  medical  charities  of  this  county, 
that  although  seven  dispensaries  obtained  their  usual  grants  this  year,  fi-om  the  county, 
the  grand  jury  of  the  Summer  Assizes  have  resolved  to  acknowledge  only  five  for 
next  year,  and  “that  the  annual  sums  granted  to  those  respectively  shall  not  exceed  50/. 
to  the  Carlow  Dispensary,  and  40/.  to  each  of  the  other  four,  provided  the  physician  be 
resident  in  each  place;  also  a sum  not  exceeding  50 /.  per  annum  to  each  of  the  Fever  Hos- 
pitals established  at  Carlow,  Tullow  and  Bagnalstown.”  Some  other  resolutions  follow, 
with  a form  of  register  for  dispensaries,  not  expressive  of  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  their 
mode  of  administration. 

The  above  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  most  strongly  illustrative  of 
the  inefficiency  and  imperfection  of  a system  of  charity  which  establishes  no  superintendence, 
no  immediate  control  over  its  administrators,  and  exacts  no  responsibility  from  those 
employed  as  the  medium  of  conveying  that  chaiity  to  the  poor ; yet  gives  the  power  to  an 
irresponsible  body,  having  only  a momentary  existence  twice  a year,  to  punish,  or  rather  to 
extinguish,  the  only  charitable  institutions  existing  in  the  country,  by  annihilating  their 
supplies,  because  some  of  those  abuses  have  occurred  which  are  invariably  found  to 
accompany  the  want  of  properly  regulated  superintendence.  What  can  the  Carlow  county 
authorities  expect  from  a fever  hospital  whose  income  they  have  reduced  from  200/.  to  50/. 
per  annum  * ? The  asylum  for  their  lunatic  poor  is  most  creditably  managed ; but  for  that 
institution  the  supplies  are  compulsory.  Charity,  to  be  efficient,  to  be  permanent  or  to  be 

reckoned 


* Names  of  the  persons  attending  the  e.xamination  not  stated. 

t The  annual  expense  to  the  County  Carlow  of  all  its  medical  charities  (including  the  county 
infirmary)  is  this  year  (1834),  969 1.  is.  gd.:  next  year  the  whole  county  expense  of  these  charities 
cannot  be  more,  and  may  be  less,  than  560 1. 
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Fever. 

Hospitals. 


ckoned  or,  must  be  placed  beyond  the  arbitrary  control  of  irresponsible  individuals,  and 

Enlist  be  closely  watched  in  its  administration.  

receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  Carlow  Fever  Hospital,  for  the  year  ending  m March 
1834  IS  stated  in  theVo^  as  follows:-  County  Carl 

EXPENDITURE: 

£. 

[ Paid  Physician  One  Year’s  Salary  - 6o  — 

Paid  Nurses  - - - - - 31  4 

Paid  Caterer's  Bill  for  Provisions  - 56  3 
Paid  Messrs.  Boileau  & George  for")  _ 

Medicines  - - - -/ 

! Paid  for  Leeches  - - - - 2 10 

I Paid  Laidies’  IiidustnousAssociation,")  « 

I Blankets  and  Sheets  • - "J  ^ 

. Sundries  ...  - 


Balance  of  former  Account 
Amount  of  Presentments 


£■  314 


10^ 

7s 


Extauinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barr)-,  it.  l>. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  »r.  D. 

Carlow 

Fever  Hospital. 


7 


£.314 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


County  Kildare. 

■Rev.  Mr.  Burgh. Arthur  Henry,  esq. — Mr.  Madden,  apothecary. — Richard  Maunsel,  esq.  

John  D.  Nesbitt,  esq.: — and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution.  Examinwiuns  taken  by 

’ ’ Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

W.  P.Borrett.esq.  si.D. 

The  population  of  the  district  for  whose  benefit  the  Celhridge  Fever  Hospital  and  Dis-  

pensary  are  intended,  is  computed  by  the  -witnesses  at  nearly  20,000;  the  extent  of  the  Celbridge 
district  is  rather  undefined,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  in  some  measure  dependent  Fever  Hospital  and 
on  the  distance  at  which  the  several  subscribers  reside.  At  present  that  distance  is  not  Dispensary, 
limited  ; but  it  is  stated  that  the  average  diameter  of  the  district  is  nearly  ten  miles.  No 
application  for  relief  has  been  refused  during  the  last  three  years.  There  are  seven  medical  population  and 
charities  within  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  that  at  present  under  consideration.  Their  Extent  of  Country, 
respective  distances  from  Maynooth,  and  their  positions  with  regard  to  that  town,  are  as 
follows : — 

Maynooth 
Leixiip 
Dunboyne 
Newcastle 
Lucan 
Clondalkin 
Kilcork 


3|  miles  to  the  West. 
3 „ North. 

6 „ North. 

2^  „ South. 

3~  „ — 

5 „ East. 

6 „ — 


The  building  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  institution  possesses  the  advantage  of  an 
excellent  situation  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  pure  -water  and  of  a perfect  circulation  of 
air.  It  stands  upon  about  an  acre  of  ground,  and  is  three  stories  in  height.  It  has  been  con- 
stiucted  of  stone  and  other  sound  materials,  and  is  in  a state  of  very  tolerable  repair.^  Part 
of  the  grounds  has  been  laid  out  as  a garden.  The  lower  part  of  the  house  is  occupied  by 
the  servants,  and  the  upper  is  divided  into  five  wards,  containing  altogether  beds  for  the 
accommodation  of  25  patients,  for  whose  use  a slipper-bath  has  been  provided.  The  entire 
premises  are  held  under  an  agreement  for  a lease  of  lives  renewable  for  ever,  subject  to  a 
rent  of  one  pound  per  annum,  which  is  paid  by  the  steward.  The  sewerage  is  excellent. 

The  medical  attendant  of  this  hospital  is  also  attached,  professionally,  to  the  charities  Medical  Officer, 
which  have  been  already  mentioned  as  existing  at  Maynooth,  Leixiip  and  Lucan.  He  is 
obliged  to  attend  at  the  latter  of  those  places  on  two  days  in  each  week  for  the  space  of  two 
hours  each  day  ; on  Mondays  and  Fridays  he  is  obliged  to  attend  at  Maynooth  for  the  same 
space  of  time.  He  receives  50 1.  a year  for  his  services  at  Lucan,  and  44L  at  Maynooth. 

Although  he  is  not  required  to  give  any  notice  of  his  intention  to  he  absent  froin  his  post  at 
Celhridge,  he  has  never  on  any  occasion  .since  the  establishment  of  the  institution  failed  m 
the  performance  of  liis  duties  there,  or  even  delegated  them  to  a substitute.  His  hours  of 
attendance  at  Celhridge  Fever  Hospital  are  from  ten  until  twelve  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays  ; an  attendance  considered  sufficiently  long  for  an  efficient  performance  of  the 
duty.  The  present  medical  attendant  has  held  the  appointment  since  the  year  1819,  wheii 
he  was  elected  by  the  governors,  ha-ving  previously  been  a practitioner  in^  the  county  of 
Kildare  ; hut  his  residence  is  at  Leixiip,  where  he  continues  to  be  engaged  in  private  prac- 
tice in  the  several  capacities  of  physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  aud  apothecary.  The 
dispensing  of  the  medicine  wliich  he  prescribes  is  entrusted  to  a graduate  apothecary,  who 
is  supposed  to  be  always  ready  to  act  in  cases  of  emergency  occurring  during  the  absence 
of  the  principal  medical  officer. 

Both  the  physician  and  the  apothecary  receive  salaries  from  the  general  funds  of  the  Paymeat. 
charity.  The  physician  receives  80  Z.  Irish  yearly  on  account  of  the  Celhridge,  and  20  Z.  on 
account  of  the  Leixiip  institutions,  at  which  latter  place  he  is  expected  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary medicine.  Neither  of  the  medical  officers  receives  any  allowance  for  the  maintenance 
of  a horse. 

0.5.  M M 4 
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•272  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /rom  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquirhig 

The  subscribers  have  the  privilege  of  electing  the  medical  officers,  in  conformity  with  the- 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament ; and  whenever  a vacancy  occurs,  notice  of  the  day  of 
filling  it  is  given  in  the  newspapers,  together  with  an  invitation  to  candidates  to  present 
themselves,  and  a statement  of  the  qualifications  rvhich  they  are  expected  to  possess, 
namely,  a degree  from  some  university,  without  any  limitation  as  to  age.  At  the  last 
election  of  an  apothecary  there  were  three  competitors  for  the  situation.  It  is  stated  that 
no  pensions  would  he  granted  to  the  medical  officers  in  case  of  their  retirement. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  arranged  with  much  regard  to  neatness,  an 
contains  a good  supply  of  all  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  preparations,  such  as  quinine, 
morphia,  &c.  The  Messrs.  Leslie,  druggists,  of  Dublin,  supply  all  the  drugs  that  are 
required,  which  (the  invoices  being  discharged  by  the  treasurer)  are  placed  under  the  care 
of  the  apothecary,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  up  the  prescriptions  of  the  physician,  and  to  see 
that  they  are  administered  to  the  patients  by  the  matron  or  nurses.  Everything  that 'is 
necessary  in  the  way  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus  has  been  provided,  but  the  supply  of 
surgical  instruments  is  confined  to  those  used  in  the  extraction  of  teeth.  The  medical 
attendant  is  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his  private  stock  when  there  is  occasion  for  any 
others.  The  application  of  leeches  is  frequently  resorted  to  whenever  symptoms  render  them 
expedient.  The  medicines  which  the  apothecary  adopts  in  his  private  practice  are  kept 
altogether  distinct  from  those  which  belong  to  the  chanty.  Inoculation  with  the  matter  of 
smali-pock,  although  not  forbidden  at  this  institution,  is  never  practised  by  the  medical 
officer,  who  is  bound  to  give  vaccine  matter  gratis  to  the  neighbourhood  as  far  as  he  is  able. 
He  states  that  he  considers  vaccination  to  be  decidedly  preventive  of  small-pock,  which  has 
very  seldom  appeared  in  the  district  of  late  years.  The  confidence  of  the  public  is  gra- 
dually increasing  in  its  efficacy. 

A register  is  very  accurately  kept,  which  particularizes  the  disease  under  which  each 
patientlabours  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  and  its  termination.  No  account  is,  however, 
kept  of  those  who  are  refused  relief,  but  some  persons  are  admitted  who  pay  10s.  Qd.  eacli. 
When  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  establishment,  they  found  in  it  four  intern 
patients,  and  they  were  informed  that  no  capital  operation  had  been  performed  during  the  last 
three  years,  and  that  no  case  of  midwifery  had  occurred  during  the  same  interval. 

Those  who  have  obtained  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber  are  alone  entitled  to  relief. 
Each  subscriber  is,  however,  permitted  to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of  orders,  so  that  no 
person  can,  under  ordinaiy  circumstances,  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  institution, 
which  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  are  extended  to  any  others  than  those  whose  circum- 
stances place  them  really  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance.  The  lower  servants  of  sub- 
scribers are  considered  to  come  within  the  latter  description,  hut  neither  advice  nor  medicine 
is  ever  given  to  a subscriber,  as  such. 

Extern  patients  are  received  at  the  dispensary,  and  poor  persons,  when  unable  to  attend 
there,  are  visited  at  their  own  houses  whenever  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required.  This 
attention,  it  is  stated,  would  be  rendered  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  visits  during 
the  24  hours  when  necessary,  and  it  is  considered  that  daily  attendance  is  indispensable 
when  a patient  labours  under  any  disorder  of  an  acute  kind.  I'he  institution  also  undertakes 
the  treatment  of  fractures  and  other  accidents,  and  is  provided  with  the  splints  and  bandages 
required  for  the  purpose.  The  females  of  the  labouring  class  are  entitled  to  call  in  the 
services  of  the  medical  attendant  whenever  it  appears  to  the  midwife  that  their  accoucJie- 
ment  is  attended  with  circumstances  of  danger.  The  midwives  of  the  district  have,  however, 
the  character  of  being  a tolerably  well  educated  set  of  women,  and  being  in  general  pos- 
sessed of  sufficient  skill,  the  accidents  which  occur  to  tliose  who  are  placed  in  their  hands 
are  very  few. 

The  institution  supplies  its  patients  with  every  thing  that  is  considered  necessary  in  the 
way  of  extra  nourishment,  such  as  wine,  &c.  which  are  administered  under  tlie  superinten- 
dence of  the  matron ; and  there  is,  besides,  another  charitable  establishment  in  the  district 
on  which  the  medical  attendant  is  permitted  to  give  orders  for  food,  clothing  and  fuel  to  tlie 
extern  patients. 

Persons  seeking  for  admission  as  intern  patients  are  also  obliged  to  provide  themselves 
with  a recf)mmendation,  but  they  do  not  experience  much  difficulty  in  procuring  it ; so  long' 
as  they  remain  under  treatment  they  are  never  allowed  under  any  circumstances  to  go 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  institution,  in  which  they  are  not  required  to  perform  work  at  any 
period.  Their  friends  are  not  permitted  to  see  them  except  when  convalescent.  The 
hospital  does  not  contain  a ward  for  lunatics;  but  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
accommodation  was  provided  for  patients  attacked  by  that  disease.  • They  were,  however, 
kept  distinct  from  the  other  patients.  The  clergy  of  all  persuasions  are  considered  to  have 
a right  to  visit  those  persons  of  their  respective  communions  who  may  be  confined  in  the 
institution,  so  that  a patient  can  always  see  his  own  clergyman,  particularly  in  dangerous 
cases.  There  have  been  no  instances  of  ait  improper  interference  with  the.  sick,  either  on 
the  part  of  clergy  or  of  laity,  nor  have  any  theological  or  controversial  tracts  been  circulated 
in  tlie  wards. 

With  respect  to  the  clothing  which  the  patients  bring  with  them  to  the  hospital,  every 
precaution  is  adopted  to  prevent  the  extension  of  infection,  by  cleansing  and  purifying. 

The  principal  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  vested  in  a managing  committee, 
whose  weekly  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business  are  attended  with  sufficient  regularity, 
from  three  to  five  members  being  usually  present,  but  the  fonner  number  is  sufficient  to 
constitute  a quorum.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  very  carefully  kept.  In  addition  to 
the  attention  bestowed  by  the  committee,  and  during  the  intervals  of  their  meetings,  the- 

establishment 
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establishment  is  frequently  inspected  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  appointed  to  act  as 
visiting  governors. 

The  non-medical  officers  are  selected  without  any  reference  to  sectarian  prejudices,  and 
there  has  been  no  instance  of  late  years  of  any  of  them  being  removed  for  improper 
conduct. 

The  attendants  consist  of  the  steward  and  his  wife,  the  latter  of  whom  acts  as  matron. 
There  is,  in  general,  only  one  nurse,  but  when  the  number  of  patients  exceeds  eight,  another 
is  encaged,  and  at  other  times,  when  the  assistance  of  a second  is  required.  All  reside  in 
the  house,  and  are  provided  with  fuel,  &c.  The  steward  and  the  matron  are  paid  40  L a year, 
and  the  wages  of  the  nurse  are  1 s.  a day.  The  appointment  of  the  attendants  is  annually 
made  at  a meeting  of  the  subscribers^  and  in  the  same  manner  only  can  they  be  dismissed. 
They  draw  their  payment  from  the  treasurer. 

There  cannot  be  said  to  be  any  stores,  as  all  articles,  witli  the  exception  of  milk,  are 
purchased  as  occasion  requires.  Milk  is  supplied  by  contract  at  the  price  of  l^d.  per 
quai’t.  There  is  an  express  rule  that  nothing  belonging  to  the  institution  shall  be  ever  lent 
or  used  by  any  governor  or  officer. 

A report  is  prepared  every  year  respecting  the  number  of  admission  and  of  discharges,  and 
containing  a statement  of  the  proportions  of  the  cured,  the  relieved,  and  of  the  rate  of  mor- 
tality in  the  house.  The  witnesses  observe  on  the  advantage  which  would  result  from  the 
formation  of  a permanent  board  of  health,  to  consist  of  the  clergy,  medical  men  and  of 
individuals  selected  from  the  gentry  and  from  the  middle  class  of  farmere. 

The  subscriptions  which  are  collected  for  the-  support  of  this  charity  are  given  in  every 
instance  unconditionally,  and  without  any  stipulation  that  the  donor  shall  receive  either 
advice  or  medicine  in  return. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

Previous  to  payment  all  bills  are  examined  by  the  treasurer,  through  whom  alone  money  is 
paid. 

Once  in  every  year  the  accounts  are  audited  and  made  up ; copies  are  then  laid  before 
the  grand  jury  and  circulated  among  the  subscribers. 

The  bodies  of  those  who  die  in  the  house  are  never  examined,  except  for  the  purpose  of  a 
coroner’s  inquest. 


Persons  who  attended  ike  Examination. 

John  Baukee,  esq. — W.  H.  Carteb,  esq.  j.p. — Rev.  John  Hardt  ; — and  the  Medical  Attendant 
of  the  Institution. 

The  Kilcullen  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  is  intended  to  afford  medical  assistance  to 
the  poorer  inhabitants  of  a district  which  extends  about  eight  miles  in  most  directions,  but  of 
which  one  point  is  nearly  13  miles  off.  Several  medical  charities  occur  in  the  country 
adjoining  to  the  district  in  question,  and  their  positions  are, — at  Naas,  six  miles  to  the  north ; 
Ballytore,  eight  miles  to  the  south  5 Newbridge,  four  miles ; Kildare,  six  miles ; Ballymore, 
county  Wicklow,  five  miles ; Blessington,  ten  miles ; Baltiboys,  County  Wicklow.  The 
witnesses  are  of  opinion  that  no  institution  of  the  present  kind  should  be  required  to  extend 
its  benefits  to  a greater  distance  than  four  miles.  However,  it  is  stated  that  on  no  occasion 
has  any  application  for  relief  been  refused  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  hospital  is  carried  on  in  a stone  building  two  stories  in  height,  which  stands  on  an 
inclosure  of  about  one  acre  in  extent.  The  house  contains  six  wards,  and  beds  for  the 
accommodation  of  20  patients,  and  it  is  occupied  exclusively  by  the  latter  a-nd  the  nurses. 
It  enjoys  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water,  and  is  provided  with  excellent 
sewers.  It  also  possesses  arrangements  for  administering  baths,  and  a proper  supply  of 
furniture  has  been  purchased  for  the  waiting-room,  which  is  set  apart  for  the  reception  of 
patients.  The  premises  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  hospital  and  of  the  dispensary  are  held 
under  different  tenures,  the  former  under  lease  from  one  of  the  governors  ot  the  institution 
at  an  annual  rent  of  10?.  10  s. ; the  latter  without  lease  at  a rent  of  16?.  15  s.  per  annum. 

The  same  gentleman  discharges  the  duties  of  medical  attendant  at  the  fever  hospital 
and  at  the  dispensary.  He  is  obliged  to  give  daily  attendance  at  the  hospital  and  also  to 
receive  the  poor  at  the  dispensary,  on  every  day  except  Sunday, ' between  the  hours  of  10 
and  12.  When  circumstances  require  him  to  be  absent,  he  is  accustomed  to  obtain  per- 
mission from  the  committee  to  avail  himself  of  another  practitioner  as  his  substitute.  He 
received  his  appointment  to  the  situation  at  a general  meeting  of  the  governors,  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1812,  and  although  he  is  required  to  act  in  the  several  capacities  of 
physician,  surgeon,  accoucheur  and  apothecary,  it  appears  that  he  has  not  received  any 
testimonials  which  would  authorize  him  to  pursue  any  of  those  branches  of  the  profession, 
with  the  exception  of  the  latter ; his  sole  qualifications  being  the  degree  of  master  apo- 
thecary, and  certificates  of  having  been  a pupil  at  the  Lying-in  Hospital  in  Dublin  during  a 
period  of  six  months.  He  resides  within  a few  doors  of  the  establishments,  and  has  not  any 
other  engagements  than  those  of  his  private  practice.  Medicines  are  dispensed  by  himself 
personally,  but  there  is  always  some  assistant  who  is  qualified  to  afford  immediate  aid  in 
case  of  emergencies  occurring  during  his  temporary  absences.  As  to  the  security  possessed 
by  the  governors  that  the  medical  attendant  shall  observe  the  proper  regularity  and  atten- 
tion in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  it  is  stated  that  the  committee  possess  .all  the  control 
necessary  for  effecting  such,  and  it  is  added  that  it  is  well  known  that  poor  persons  who  have 
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reason  to  complain  of  harshness  or  neglect  on  his  part,  can  easily  obtain  redress  by  making 
application  to  one  of  the  governors.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  have  to  remark,  that  they 
had  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  the  gentleman  in  question  discharges  his  duties  with  great 
assiduity  and  attention,  in  which  he  is  assisted  by  an  elderly  practitioner  also  residing  in 
Kileullen,  and  who  seems  to  have  been  in  the  habit  of  continually  co-operating  with  him. 
Testimony  to  this  effect  was  borne  by  two  witnesses  of  the  highest  respectability. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  70  Z.  a year,  payable  out  of  the  general  funds  of  tlie 
institution.  He  is  not  entitled  to  any  allowance  towards  the  expenses  of  a residence,  or  of 
maintaining  a horse. 

The  appointment  of  the  attendant  resides  with  the  subscribers  of  1 Z.  1 s.  per  annum,  and 
is  not  ill  any  degree  whatsoever  under  the  control  of  the  grand  jury,  to  whom  not  even 
notice  of  the  election  need  be  communicated.  None  of  the  medical  men  who  are  settled 
in  this  neighbourhood  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  chai-ge  of  the  institution  gra- 
tuitously, ^d  on  the  occurrence  of  the  last  vacancy  four  candidates  presented  themselves 
to  the  electors,  whose  claims  were  considered,  without  any  limitation  as  to  their  respective 
ages.  It  is  stated  by  the  witnesses  that  no  allowances  would  be  granted  to  the  medical 
officers  of  the  institution  if  they  should  think  proper  to  resign.  No  death  has  taken  place 
among  them.  , , 

The  medicines  which  are  required  for  the  purposes  the  dispensary  are  procured  on  the 
order  of  the  treasurer,  from  Messrs.  Allen  & Co.,  Druggists  of  Henry  Street,  Dublin.  This 
firm  is  a contributor  to  the  funds  of  the  charity,  from  which  it  has  received  the  following 
sums  in  pavment  of  the  annual  accounts  during  the  last  four  years : 

£.  s.  d. 

1830  - -- - 24  55 

1831  - - - - 

1832  - - - - - - - - - 26  18  10 

1833  - - - - - - - - - - 18  2 10 


All  prescriptions  are  prepared  and  distributed  to  the  patients  by  the  medical  attendant,  to 
whose  charge  the  stock  of  drugs  is  committed  on  its  arrival,  and  which  he  is  required  to 
keep  at  all  times  separate  from  those  which  are  designed  for  his  pnvate  practice.  These 
latter  alone  is  he  permitted,  under  any  circumstances,  to  sell.  There  is  a fair  supply  of 
the  usual  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  and  also  a few  small  surgical  instruments,  such  as 
lancets,  &c.,  which  are,  however,  sufficient  for  the  objects  of  the  institution,  and  are  reserved 
solely  for  its  use.  Leeches  are  never  supplied  to  the  patients.  As  to  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  distribution  of  vaccine  matter,  it  is  stated  that  the  inedical  attendant  would 
supply  the  necessaiy  lymph  to  any  gentleman  applying  for  it.  He  is  in  the  constant  habit 
of  using  vaccination,  but  he  has  never  had  recourse  to  inoculation. 

A register  which  particularizes  the  number  of  persons  who  avail  themselves  of  the  as- 
sistance of  the  institution,  and  the  diseases  under  which  they  labour,  is  kept  by  the  attendant, 
and  an  abstract  of  it  is  annually  furnished  to  the  grand  jni’y.  No  mention  is  however  made 
of  the  instances  in  which  applications  for  relief  have  been  refused.  When  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  visited  the  fever  hospital,  the  first  case  which  presented  itself  to  them  was 
one  of  jaundice,  which  had  been  admitted  in  consequence  of  the  greater  number  of  the 
beds  not  being  occupied  by  the  disorders  to  which  the  establishment  is  more  peculiarly 
devoted.  They  were  informed  that  no  objection  is  made  to  receiving  into  the  fever  hos- 
pital cases  of  serious  accident,  and  that  no  inconvenience  had  aiisen  from  the  custom. 
It  was  also  stated  that  no  unfair  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  known  willingness  of  the 
managers  to  afford  accommodation  in  such  cases  of  particular  hardship,  although  strictly 
speaking,  they  are  not  obliged  to  do  it.  The  entire  number  of  patients  in  tlie  house  was 
seven.  The  number  of  midwifery  cases  w'hich  had  been  treated  during  the  last  three  years 
did  not  exceed  two. 

No  person  is  considered  to  be  entitled  to  relief  from  this  charity,  unless  he  have  pro- 
vided himself  with  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber.  These  recommendations  are  ob- 
tained with  much  facility,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  permitted,  to  each  subscriber 
to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of  orders,  to  each  of  which  his  single  signature  gives  tlie 
requisite  validity.  At  the  same  time  it  does  not  appear  that  any  individuals  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  except  those  whose  circumstances  may  be  fmrly 
deemed  to  render  them  fit  objects  for  gratuitous  relief.  The  domestic  servants  of  subscribers 
are  considered  to  have  at  all  times  a claim  for  advice  and  medicine.  .... 

The  sick  poor  are  not  visited  at  their  own  houses  in  connexion  with  this  instibition  ; nor 
are  any  prescriptions  compounded  for  them  except  those  which  have  been  given  by  the 
regular  medical  attendant.  That  gentleman  states  that  accidents  alone  form  an  exception 
to  this  rule.  The  establishment  possesses  all  the  bandages  and  splints  necessary  for  the 
treatment  of  such  cases,  and  immediate  aid  would  be  always  a.fforded.  He  also  obseiwes 
on  the  absolute  necessity  which  exists  for  the  payment  of  daily  attention  to  all  patients 
labouring  under  acute  disorders,  and  he  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  occasional  attendance 
is  of  little  or  no  use  except  in  affections  of  a chronic  nature. 

The  patients  in  the  hospital  are  supplied  with  wine  and  whatever  other  extra  articles 
of  diet  are  considered  necessary  for  them.  These  things  are  furnished  at  the  sole  expense 
of  the  hospital,  as  there  is  no  institution  in  the  district  to  come  to  its  assistance  m tm 

regard.  i j i,  f pt 

The  establishment  being  especially  designed  for  the  relief  of  those  attacked  by  *eve^ 
any  person  labouring  under  that  disease  is  freely  admitted,  and  if  he  have  niri  a 
mendation  at  the  time,  that  condition  is  afterwards  complied  with.  Whilst  the  patien 
’ ‘ r<»main 
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main  iu  the  house  their  friends  are  only  admitted  to  see  them  with  great  caution  and 
Xr  regulations  are  enforced  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  orderly  and  decent  conduct 
fthnse  who  remain  under  treatment,  during  which  period  no  kind  of  work  is,  under  any 
Icumstances,  required  from  them.  There  are  not  any  chaplains  attached  to  this  charity, 

Jnf  the  clergy  of  all  religious  denominations  receive  every  facility  in  approaching  those  

h belona:  to  their  several  communions,  and  in  administering  to  them  the  rites  of  their  Examinations  taken  by 
Mon  No  instances  have  occurred  where  the  clergy  have  improperly  interfered  with  IU.ey,  esq^ 

IbP  natients  during  their  illness,  nor  have  any  controversial  or  religious  tmcts  been  cir- 
culated  in  the  wards.  Two  cases  of  cholera  took  place  in  this  hospital.  There  is  no  ward 

^^Tb?ee^Sal^nSw^  of  the  affairs  of  the  establishment  resides  with  the  governors, 
whom  there  are  about  20,  and  who  are  all  equally  privileged  to  attend  at  the  regular  half- 
vpnrlv  meetino-s,  and  to  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  The  attendance  of  three  governors  is 
Jprtuired  before  the  meeting  can  transact  business ; but  m general  four  or  five  persons  are 
mesent  of  whose  proceedings  minutes  ai’e  always  kept.  Neither  the  medical  attendant  nor 
any  other  person  has  been  allowed,  ex  officio,  to  take  a part  in  tlie  general  management. 

No  managing  committee  has  ever  been  appointed.  .^oiiuuulc«. 

The  non-medical  officers  are  the  treasurer  and  the  collector  or  secretary.  Ot  these,  tlie  not 

latter  alone  receives  any  remuneration  for  his  services,  his  salary  being  lOL  per  annum,  medical. 

The  treasurer  does  not  give  any  security,  but  is  obliged  to  prepare  his  accounts  for  the  sub- 
scribers and  the  grand  jury,  at  the  termination  of  each  year.  Both  these  officers  are  elected 
bv  the  subscribers,  without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  grand  jury,  and  without  any 
reference  to  their  religious  belief.  The  present  medical  attendant  is  a Protestant,  as  also  is  the 
collector : but  the  two  nurses  are  Roman  Catholics.  . , , . . , . .1.  Attendants 

The  nurses  to  the  number  just  mentioned,  reside  m the  hospital,  and,  together  with  one  Attenaants. 
other  attendant,  are  the  only  paid  attendants.  They  have  no  perquisites,  and  though  ap- 
pointed by  the  governors,  can  only  be  dischai-ged  by  the  medical  attendant.  No  mortality 

has  ever  taken  place  amongst  them.  1,  j j Qfores 

The  principal  articles  of  consumption  are  supplied  by  contract,  or  purchased  under  the  ^stores, 
sanction  of  the  governors.  It  is  necessary  to  remark  that  the  apothecary  is  the  person  from 
whom  the  milk  required  for  the  patients  is  procured.  In  explanation  of  this  circumstance, 
it  was  stated  by  two  of  the  witnesses,  that  his  charge  for  milk  was  only  2d.  per  quart,  and 
that  the  article  which  he  furnished  was  of  the  very  best  quality.  _ , . -^i  xi.  p j .i 

The  principal  support  of  this  charity  is  derived  from  voluntary  subscriptions,  as,  witli  the  and 

exceptmnofJsumof400Z.latecurrency,itdoesnot  possessanyfixed  property.  The  con-  Accounts. 

tribiitors  belong  exclusively  to  the  richer  classes.  The  largest  subscription  being  ten  guineas,  Keceipis. 

*^mlnntaUncome  is  entrusted  to  the  custody  of  the  ti-easurer,  after  it  has  been  collected  Collection  and 
by  the  secretary.  The  other  portion  of  the  property  of  the  charity  remams  with  the  Custody. 

^^Th^examination  of  the  bills  that  become  due  is  confided  to  the  collector,  but  all  large  Expenditure. 

sums  are  only  payable  by  the  treasurer.  l j-  ^*1  Medical  and  Sur- 

Dissections  are  not  permitted  to  be  carried  on  m this  institution ; nor  ai-e  the  bodies  ot  the  instruction, 
patients  opened  for  pathological  purposes  after  death. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Exaniiniitions  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 


EDlvAaD  Beaiima*,  esq.,  j.p.-Eev.  Walteb  Buagh,  rector.-TlioMAs  Cassok,  esq., 

Eev.Mr.DELAAY.P.i.— Rev.  Mr. Doyi.i,p.p— Mr- RlcHAUDDuip,apotheoary.-J. Kennedy, 

esq.  j.  p._Right  Hon,  the  Earl  of  Mayo.-Beian  Moeeoy,  esq.  j.  E.-Ric.IAt.»  D.nomoee, 
steward.~Mrs.  DiBOMORE,  matron  and  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution.  Dispensary. 


The  Naas  Fever  Hospital  arid  tlie  dispensary  attached  to  it  are  ^ Population  and 

and  surgical  assistance  to  the  inhabitants,  amounting  m num  er  0 - , , prrfimst'mce  Extentof  Country. 

The  district  extends  in  sonre  directions  to  a distance  of  twelve  mdes,  from  the  ctrcumstonee 
of  persons  at  that  distance  having  become  sahscnbers  in  order  to  acqmie  P"Ythlr  six  ' 
recLmendinir  patients  for  admilion.  Several  other  medical 

miles  of  Naas“,  and  their  distances  from  that  town  and  relative  positions  are  as  follows  . 


Clare 
KilcuUen 
Blessington 
Newbri( 


4 miles  to  the  North. 

- South. 

- East. 

- West. 


However,  the  witnesses  are  of  opinion  that  the  establishments  at 
the  dispensary  at  Robertstown,  are  all  necessary  for  the  wants  of 
being  asked  whether  a more  judicious  division  could  not  be  dmse  or  . /• 

officers,  they  replied,  that  the  subscribers  to  one  had  no  control^ 

others,  and  therefore  no  new  arrangement  could  be  set  on  fo  • tv,p 

declai-ing  that  a medical  district  should  rarely,  if  ever,  exceed  five 

present  institution  has  hitherto  been  found  fully  adequate  to  its  object^  and  no 

for  relief  (when  the  applicant  was  properly  recommended)  has  ever 

solution  of  the  committee,  provision  has  also  been  made  for  atfor  g prnpvo-pncv 

0.5.  N N 2 emeigency. 
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emergency,  and  two  beds  have  been  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  accidents  of  a nature  too 
severe  to  permit,  with  safety,  the  removal  of  the  sufferer  to  the  county  infirmary,  which  is 
situated  at  a distance  of  ten  miles  from  the  towm  of  Naas.  It  is  considered  that  some 
similar  provision  is  absolutely  indispensable  for  the  proper  treatment  of  a great  number  of 
urgent  cases. 

The  building  in  which  the  charity  is  carried  on,  is  only  one  stoiy  in  height,  and  though 
in  good  repair,  suffers  much  from  damp  and  from  an  unfavourable  exposure.  The  qual^ 
of  the  water  with  which  it  is  supplied,  is  also  very  indifferent.  The  sewerage  is  good ; the 
premises  (.including  the  out-offices,  a wash-house  and  a cart-house)  stand  upon  about  two 
roods  of  ground,  and  are  held  at  a rent  of  30 1.  per  annum,  from  a gentleman  who  subscribes 
2l.  per  year  to  the  funds  of  the  institution.  The  lease  expired  in  the  year  1832,  and  the 
circumstance  was  productive  of  considerable  inconvenience.  Internally,  the  building  is 
divided  into  eight  apartments,  of  which  four  are  occupied  by  the  steward  and  the  different 
members  of  his  family ; the  others,  each  1 2 feet  broad  by  21  feet  long,  have  been  fitted  up 
as  wards,  and  are  calculated  to  accommodate  altogether  23  patients.  The  house  is  well 
ventilated,  and  possesses  a good  supply  of  furniture.  There  is,  however,  no  waiting  room 
foiipatients,  and  only  a slipper-bath. 

TTiere  are  two  medical  officers  attached  to  the  present  institution,  namely,  a surgeon  and 
an  apothecary.  The  former  is  bound  to  visit  the  Fever  Hospital,  at  least  once  a day,  and 
oftener,  when  cases  of  emergency  require  it.  He  is  also  obliged  to  prescribe  for  all  the 
patients  who  present  themselves  at  the  Dispensary,  and  to  visit  at  his  home  any  poor 
person  who  may  he  unable  from  sickness  to  leave  it.  The  duties  of  the  Apothecary  consist 
chiefly  in  the  compounding  the  medicines  ordered  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  in  visiting 
the  less  severe  cases  which  are  connected  with  the  dispensary.  He  is  also  required  to 
report  to  the  surgeon  all  seidous  cases  that  may  call  for  particular  attention ; as  he  resides  at 
the  dispensary,  he  is  able  to  answer  the  demands  for  relief  which  are  made  in  the  absence 
of  the  medical  attendant,  whose  dwelling  is  about  a quarter  of  a mile  distant.  It  is  stated, 
however,  that  the  last-mentioned  officer  never  is  absent  except  from  illness,  in  which  case 
he  usually  obtains  the  sanction  of  the  Committee  to  his  duties  being  performed  by  a medical 
friend,  who  acts  as  his  temporary  substitute.  His  general  regularity  is  secured  by  the 
control  which  the  Committee  possess  over  him ; and  that  tliis  authority  is  effectual  for  the 
purpose,  is  shown  by  the  readiness  with  which  the  complaints  of  tlie  poor  have  on  several 
occasions  been  attended  to.  The  medical  attendant  is  also  surgeon  to  the  county  gaol,  at 
which  he  is  obliged  to  attend  twice  in  every  week,  the  salary  being  46/.  3s.  per  annum.  He 
is  engaged  in  private  practice,  and  has  been  attached  to  the  institution  at  present  under 
consideration  since  the  year  1821,  when  he  was  appointed  to  act  in  the  joint  capacities 
of  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucher,  on  the  death  of  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded 
him.  Previous  to  his  appointment,  which  took  place  at  a full  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  charity,  he  had  been  employed  as  a surgeon  in  the  navy.  He  studied  his  profession 
both  in  Dublin  and  in  London,  and  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  the 
latter  place.  He  received  his  education  in  midwifery,  chiefly  at  the  Middlesex  Lying-in 
Hospital.  The  apothecary  possesses  the  diploma  of  master,  from  the  Apothecaries’  Hall 
in  Dublin. 

The  salary  of  the  surgeon,  as  attached  to  the  fever  hospital  and  dispensary,  is  80/.  per 
annum.  The  apothecary  receives  40/.  per  annum.  These  payments  are  made  from  the 
genei-al  funds  of  the  institution,  and  their  amount  is  entirely  regulated  by  the  judgment  of 
tlie  subscribers,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  increase  or  diminish  them,  witliout  being 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  grand  jury,  or  any  other  superior  authority.  The  apothecary 
has  not  always  been  paid  by  a fixed  salary.  It  is  stated  that  the  predecessor  of  the  present 
apothecary  was  entitled  to  a sum  of  three  shillings  for  every  visit  paid  by  him,  and  uiat  he 
was  only  required  to  produce  the  recommendatory  tickets  of  the  subscribers  in  order  to 
obtain  payment  of  his  demands.  It  was,  however,  ascertained  that  tickets  were  not  unfre- 
quently  issued,  not  to  poor  persons,  but  as  remuneration  for  seiwices  performed  towards  some 
portions  of  the  subscriber’s  family.  In  order  efiectually  to  put  a stop  to  such  practices,  it 
was  detennined  that  the  apothecary  should  for  the  future  be  remunerated  by  a fixed  annual 
salary,  and  the  physician  should  be  requested  to  select  a proper  individual  tor  the  situation. 
On  this  point  the  Assistant  Commissioner  has  to  observe  that,  although  it  might  on  the 
whole  be  better  that  another  arrangement  should  take  place,  still,  at  present,  there  can  be 
no  ground  for  suspecting  any  thing  improper,  from  the  high  character  home  by  the  medical 
attendant  both  professionally  and  in  private. 

The  election  of  the  surgeon  resides  with  the  subscribers,  who  were  also  accustomed  to 
appoint  the  apothecary,  until  the  mode  of  proceeding  was  altered  under  the  circumstances 
which  have  been  just  mentioned,  and  which  only  dates  from  the  appointment  of  the  gentle- 
man who  at  present  discharges  the  duties  of  the  situation.  Both  surgeon  and  apothecary 
are  chosen  without  any  reference  being  made  to  the  grand  jury ; and  it  is  observed  by  the 
witnesses,  that  so  little  control  has  that  body  over  elections  of  the  kind,  that  it  is  quite 
]^ossible  that  a dispensary  may  be  set  on  foot  by  means  of  subscriptions  collected  from  the 
friends  of  a medical  man  without  any  other  object  in  view  than  the  securing  a salaried 
situation  for  the  latter.  When  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  situation  of  physician  to  this  charity, 
an  advertisement  is  inserted  iii  the  newspapers  inviting  candidates  to  come  forward,  and 
a selection  is  then  made  from  the  competitors,  without  any  reference  to  age : on  the  last 
occasion  of  the  kind  there  were  only  three,  notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  qualified 
practitioners  who  reside  in  the  district ; and  it  is  stated  that  although  many  of  them  find 
u very  independent  maintenance  in  the  practice  of  the  numerous  gentiy  living  in  the 
neighbourhood,  yet  none  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  charge  oi  the  sick  poor 

without 
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without  express  remuneration.  No  retiring  allowance  would  be  granted  to  an  officer  in  case  Fever 
ofliis  residing;  nor  has  there  been  any  mortality  among  the  gentlemen  who  have  acted  Hospitals. 

in  that  capacity.  . " ~ 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  arranged  with  much  neatness,  and  contains 
a good  stock  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  which  enables  the  apothecary  to ' prepare  all  the  t^ounty  K.ildare. 
tiictures  and  ointments.  The  medicines  are  procured  from  the  Messrs.  Boilean  fe  George,  i.ke„  b, 

druggists,  of  Dublin,  and  have  on  an  average  cost  the  institution,  dunng  tlve  last  three  yeare,  cussck  Etmej.  esq. 

about  18/.  per  annum ; at  the  time  of  the  Commissioner’s  \"isit  to  the  charity  the  store  on  

hands  was  nearly  equivalent  to  the  probable  consumption  of  one  year  in  advance ; as  soon  Naas 

as  tlie  several  medicines  arrive  they  are  committed  to  the  care  of  the  apothecary,  who  being  Fever_  Hospital  and 
engaged  in  the  private  practice  of  his  profession,  has  necessarily  a supply  of  drugs  for  his  Dispensary, 
own  purposes.  In  order,  therefore,  to  insure  that  no  misappropriation  shall  take  place,  he  is  " ■ — 

required  to  keep  the  two  stocks  separate ; and,  in  addition,  he  has  bound  himself  by  an  oath  Pharmacy. 

to  use  the  property  of  the  charity  otherwise  than  in  ftirtherance  of  its  objects.  He  is 
not  permitted  to  sell  the  medicines  belonging  to  it  under  any  circumstances.  The  surgical 
instruments  designed  for  the  practice  of  the  charity  do  not  exceed  a few  minor  ones ; they 
are  altogether  inadequate  to  their  design,  although  strictly  reserved  for  the  use  intended,  and 
never  lent  to  any  surgeon  unconnected  with  the  establishment,  or  even  used  by  the  medical 
attendant  in  private.  Monday  in  each  week  is  set  apart  for  the  performance  of  vaccination  ; 
on  that  day  the  surgeon  supplies  vaccine  matter  gi-atuitously  to  all  who  apply  for  it ; and  it 
is  stated  that  he  is  in  the  constant  habit  of  doing  the  same  at  any  time  that  he  may  be 
called  on.  In  the  course  of  the  year  preceding  the  date  of  this  evidence,  upwards  of  300 
persons  had  been  vaccinated,  and  there  is  every  reason  for  believing  that  the  people  have 
begun  to  place  much  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  the  practice.  The  medical  attendant 
states,  that  “ his  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  its  preseiwative  qualities,  wlien 
properly  administered and  he  adds,  that  “ even  when  it  has  failed  in  securmg  perfect 
immunity,  it  has  always  mitigated  the  severity  of  the  subsequent  attack  of  smali-pox.”  That 
disease  is  said  to  have  appeared  but  seldom  of  late  years  in  tlie  district  around  us,  and  its 
occurrence  is  supposed  to  have  been  chiefly  owing  to  the  custom  of  inoculating  with  variolous 
matter.  This  operation,  though  not  forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  institution  under  con- 
sideration, is  one  to  which  the  surgeon  declares  himself  averse  on  principle.  Neither  intern 
nor  extern  patients  are  supplied  with  leeches  on  account  of  their  expense. 

A register  of  the  number  of  patients  who  are  treated  in  the  Fever  Hospital  is  kept  con-  Patients’  Kegistra- 
jointly  by  the  apothecary  and  the  steward.  The  admission  of  a sick  person  is  entered  on  tion. 
the  day  whereon  it  occurs,  and  at  a subsequent  period  the  termination,  whether  as  discharged, 
or  died,  .is  also  noted.  It  appears  that  during  the  last  three  years,  although  the  beds  have 
been  pretty  constantly  occupied,  yet  no  instance  of  admission  refused  has  taken  place ; 
neither  has  any  operation  of  importance  been  performed  witliin  the  same  space  of  time.  An 
abstract  of  the  register  is  annually  furnished  to  the  grandjury. 

The  possession  of  a recommendation  is  absolutely  indispensable  for  the  persons  who  seek  entitled  to 

relief.  This  condition  is  one  that  throws  considerable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  poor, 
especially  of  those  persons  who  may  happen  to  be  unknown  to  any  subscriber.  And  the 
obstacle  is  further  increased  from  the  circumstance  of  each  subscriber  being  limited  in  the 
issue  of  recommendatory  orders  on  tlie  dispensary.  The  parish  priest  states,  of  his  own 
knowledge,  that  many  persons  have  been  unable  to  comply  with  the  condition,  and 
have,  in  consequence,  remained  without  medical  relief.  Notwithstauding  these  difficulties 
which  lie  in  the  way  of  the  poor,  it  is  stated  that  many  of  the  shop-keepers  inhabiting  the 
town,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  giving  tickets  ofreliefto  fanners  and  other  persons,  whose 
circumstances  by  no  means  place  them  in  need  of  gratuitous  relief.  Of  course  this  practice 
is  altogether  of  a tendency  to  frustrate  the  legitimate  designs  of  the  charity ; but  when  remon- 
strances upon  their  conduct  have  been  addressed  to  the  individuals  in  question,  they  have 
had  no  other  effect  than  causing  them  to  discontinue  their  contributions  to  the  funds  of  the 
institution.  An  instance  is  adduced  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  in  which  a person  had  been 
refused  assistance,  when  applying  under  the  circumstances  alluded  to.  However,  it  was 
afterwards  ascertained  that  he  had  been  able  to  secure  for  himself  the  attendance  of  three 
medical  men,  each  of  whom  were  properly  remunerated  by  him.  The  servants  of  sub- 
scribers are  at  all  times  considered  fit  olijects  for  the  aid  of  the  charity. 

The  patients  to  whom  relief  is  afibrded  by  this  institution,  are  of  two  classes;  Extern  Patients, 
namely,  the  “ intern  patients,”  who  are  received  into  the  fever  hospital,  and  the  “ extern 
patients,”  who  obtain  only  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary.  These  latter  are 
also  entitled  to  be  visited  at  their  own  residences,  (if  they  procure  a recommendation 
to  that  effect)  in  the  first  instance  by  the  apothecary;  and  if  he  report  the  case  as 
serious,  afterwards  by  the  medical  attendant.  In  this  manner,  the  poor  of  all  parts 
of  the  district  can  calculate  on  receiving  proper  professional  assistance,  to  whatever 
degree,  and  at  whatever  hour,  both  by  day  and  night,  it  may  be  necessary.  The  surgeon 
observes  that  “ he  considers  daily  attention  to  be  absolutely  indispensable,  in  all  affections 
of  an  acute  nature ; but  that  there  are  also  several  foims  of  disease  in  which  occasional 
attendance  may  answer  all  the  ends  of  the  physician.”  With  respect  to  fractures  and 
other  accidents,  an  arrangement  has  recently  been  made,  whereby  splints  and  the 
necessary  bandages  are  provided  for  the  poor,  together  with  immediate  assistance.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  lying-in  women  are  not  entitled  to  the  services  of  the  medical  attendant, 
in  any  stage  of  parturition,  or  under  any  circumstances,  however  complicated  or  dangerous. 

This  IS  a defect  which  appeared  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner  as  likely  to  be  productive  of 
the  worst  consequences,  and  one  for  which  a remedy  should  be  devised  as  speedily  as 
possible.  At  the  same  time  he  cannot  avoid  remarking,  that  it  would  be  in  the  highest 
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degree  unjust  to  impose  this  additional  branch  of  active  duty  on  the  medical  attendant 
while  his  remuneration  is  continued  at  its  actual  rate.  He  could  not  be  expected  to  give 
up  nearly  his  entire  time  to  the  calls  of  an  inadequately  remunerated  and  laborious 
dispensary  practice.  At  present,  he  has  a lai^er  portion  of  duty  to  perform  than  in  general 
falls  to  the  share  of  gentlemen  in  his  situation ; and  the  salary  which  he  receives  is  by  no 
means  proportioned  to  the  degree  in  which  he  possesses  the  confidence  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  county  ; a confidence  which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  he  justly  merits,  from 
his  professional  attainments  and  exertions. 

The  prescription  book  was  examined,  and  it  appeared  to  contain  a collection  of  very 
judicious  remedies.  It  was  stated,  that  until  lately  it  was  usual  to  permit  the  prescriptions 
of  practitioners  unconnected  with  the  charity  to  be  compounded  gratuitously  for  the 
poor,  but  as  this  was  deemed  likely  to  open  the  door  to  abuse,  the  practice  has  been 
discontinued. 

The  intern  patients  alone,  that  is,  the  patients  confined  in  the  fever  hospital,  are  supplied 
with  food.  Their  diet  is  fixed  in  a book  kept  for  the  purpose  by  the  physician,  and  it  is 
distributed  to  them  under  the  superintendence  of  the  steward.  When  circumstances 
demand  it,  they  receive  beer,  wine,  tea  and  sugar,  spirits,  broth,  or  whatever  may  be 
considered  necessary.  There  is  no  source,  in  any  part  of  the  district,  whence  the  sick 
poor  out  of  doors  can  obtain  any  of  these  things,  or  be  relieved  with  fuel  or  aiticles  of 
clothing. 

Patients  who  labour  under  fever  are  at  all  times  admitted  when  able  to  present  a recom- 
mendation, and  in  certain  cases  on  payment  of  105.  Qd.  Whilst  a person  is  under  course  of 
treatment,  he  is  never  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  institution ; nor,  until  he  is 
convalescent,  is  he  required  to  perform  any  work.  At  that  time  he  is  called  upon  to  assist  in 
keeping  the  wards  clean,  and  his  friends,  who  had  been  previously  altogether  excluded,  are 
allowed  to  see  him  on  productioir  of  a written  order  from  the  physician.  The  orderly 
conduct  of  patients  and  their  visitors  is  enforced,  according  to  certain  regulations  di- 
rected to  that  purpose.  The  institution  has  not  any  chaplains  attaclied  to  it,  but  the 
clergy  of  all  religious  persuasions  are  considered  to  have  a right  to  visit  at  all  times  those 
patients  who  may  he  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  their  spiritual  seivices.  The  only 
inconvenience  which  is  experienced  on  this  point,  is  from  the  distance  at  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergyman  resides  from  the  hospital,  being  at  the  extreme  point  of  the  parish. 
Neither  theological  nor  controversial  tracts  have  ever  been  allowed  circulation  in  the  wards, 
nor  has  any  improper  interference  with  sectarian  views  been  ever  allowed  to  take  place  with 
regard  to  the  patients.  The  house  enjoyed  a perfect  immunity  from  the  attacks  of  cholera 
wWle  that  disease  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  does  not  contain  any 
ward  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  lunatics. 

The  affairs  of  the  institution  are  managed  by  a committee  of  31,  who  ought,  according 
to  rule,  to  meet  on  eveiy  Monday,  but  who  in  fact  are  accustomed  to  assemble  only  when 
they  have  been  particularly  summoned.  However,  these  special  meetings  are  always  attended 
with  sufficient  regularity  to  admit  of  a perfect  transaction  of  business ; inasmuch  as  five 
members  are  considered  sufficient  to  constitute  a quorum,  and  a still  larger  number  is 
usually  present.  Minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  kept  with  regularity,  and  voting  by 
proxy  is  not  permitted.  No  salaried  officer  is  allowed  to  participate  in  the  general  manage- 
ment. The  grand  jury  have  never  appointed  a hoard  of  superintendence,  nor  are  there  any 
official  visiting  governors.  The  treasurer  alone  is  in  the  habit  of  occasionally  inspecting  the 
establishment. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer,  whose  appointment  rests  with  the  sub- 
scribers, and  is  in  no  degree  subject  to  the  control  of  the  grand  jury.  The  election  is  made 
by  open  voting,  and  has  been  hitherto  quite  uninfluenced  by  religious  prejudices.  The 
present  treasurer  is  a Protestant  clergyman,  but  the  medical  officers  are  both  Roman 
Catholics.  The  treasurer  has  never  been  called  upon  to  enter  into  any  security;  he  does 
not  receive  any  remuneration  for  his  services. 

The  attendants  consist  of  a steward,  at  a salaiy  of  ISZ.  per  annum;  a matron,  at  16?.; 
two  nurses,  at  16?.  8 s.  They  all  reside  in  the  house,  and  are  provided  with  fuel  and 
candles.  The  nurses  are  appointed  by  the  physician,  the  others  by  the  treasurer,  from 
whom  all  receive  their  salaries.  No  mortality  has  at  any  time  taken  place  among  them. 

The  only  articles  purchased  by  contract  are  fuel  and  candles.  The  other  articles  required 
for  the  consumption  of  the  establishment  are  procured  under  the  directions  of  the  treasurer, 
by  the  steward,  from  the  various  shopkeepers  in  the  town,  who  happen  to  be  subscribers  to 
the  funds  of  the  charity. 

Reports  for  the  information  of  the  subscribers  and  the  grand  jury,  on  all  points  relating 
to  the  details  and  expenses  of  the  institution,  are  prepai’ed  at  the  termination  of  each  year. 
The  witnesses  expressed  an  opinion  strongly  in  favour  of  the  formation  of  permanent  boards 
of  health  for  circumscribed  districts.  They  stated  tliat  a large  number  of  persons  belonging 
to  the  upper  and  middle  classes  of  society  in  the  neighbourhood  could  be  found,  who  would 
willingly  co-operate  in  the  duties  of  such  an  establishment,  and  who  would  be  eveiy  way 
qualified  to  take  a part  in  an  investigation  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  poor. 

The  institution  being  possessed  of  no  permanent  property,  is  entirely  supported  by  annual 
subscription,  fines  and  grants  derived  from  the  county ; the  former  constitute  the  most 
material  part  of  its  income,  and  that  upon  which  the  existence  of  the  chaiity  is  more  parti- 
cularly contingent.  It  is  even  stated,  that  though  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  would  be 
very  unwilling"' to  let  any  such  thing  take  place,  yet  the  probable  consequence  of  a falling 
off  'in  the  subscriptions  would  be  the  closing  the  doors  of  the  hospital  and  of  the  disppsary. 
The  subscriptions  are  received  altogether  from  among  the  richer  classes,  and  their  total 

amount 
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OTioimt  averages  abonl  601  per  annum.  The  largest  contribution  Is  of  10 1.,  the  smallest 

°*^Tb/incomeis  collected  from  its  various  sources  by  the  treasurer,  ami  by  hhn  deposited 
■ Ihe  savings  bank  which  has  been  established  in  the  town  of  Naas.  No  money  is  ever 
I ft  in  the  hands  of  any  person  connected  with  the  charity  beyond  a sum  of  6/.,  which 

■rLneranv  entrusted  to  the  steward  to  enable  him  to  meet  contingencies.  , 

Irevious  to  the  payment  of  any  account,  it  must  have  been  examined  by  the  physician 
1 treasurer,  and  then  by  the  committee.  It  is  afterwards  laid  before  the  grand  jury.  All 
Svments  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  physician  and  the  steward.  , 

^ ^ce  in  the  year  the  accounts  of  the  establishment  are  made  up  and  submitted  to  the 

cnTiticribers  and  to  the  grand  jury.  p ui.  j'  i 

The  instruction  afforded  by  the  hospital  is  limited  to  the  apprentice  of  the  medical 
^.tfpndant,  who  is  permitted  to  accompany  his  master  through  the  wards.  He  is  not,  how- 
pver  at  liberty  to  perform  dissections,  and,  owing  to  the  fear  of  rendering  the  poor  unwilling 
to  take  advantage  of  the  charity,  post  mortem  examinations  do  not  take  place  except  tor 
the  purposes  of  coroners’  inquests. 


Fever 

IIosrivALS. 

Leinsier. 
County  Kildare. 

Examinations  taksn  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

Naas 

Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Instruction. 


County  Louth. 


The  Assistant  Commissioners  took  advantage  of  the  presence  (at  the  examination  into  the  Examinations  taken  by 
condition  of  the  Louth  County  Infirmary)  of  the  medical  attend^t  of  the  fo^er  Louth  f Barry, 

Fever  Hospital,  to  ascertain  some  particulars  relative  to  that  establishment.  It  was  stated  J_  ' 

that  it  had  been  opened  for  the  admission  of  fever  patients  during  the  years  1817  and  1827, 
hut  that  it  had  been  altogether  closed  since  the  last-mentioned  date,  with  the  exception  of 
a neriod  during  which  it  had  been  rendered  available  for  those  poor  persons  who  were  _ 
attacked  by  the  epidemic  cholera.  At  present  it  remains  quite  unoccupied  ; but  ds  funds 
are  liable  to  a rent  of  30  Z.  per  annum,  payable  to  the  incorporated  Society  for  Charter 
Schools,  to  whom  the  building  belongs,  and  under  whose  directions  it  was  onginally  erected 
to  be  used  as  a charter  school. 


Louth 
Fever  Hospital. 


I County  Meath. 

This  Institution,*  which  is  sometimes  called  the  County  Meath  Fever  Hospital,  was  esta- 

Wished  in  the  year  1817  ; the  county,  for  the  sick  poor  of  which  it  was  founded,  contains,  

according  to  the  census  of  1831,  177,023  inhabitants.  There  is  one  other  similar  institution 

in  this  county,  at  Navan,  which  is  eight  miles  distant.  Fever  Hospital. 

The  house  is  built  of  stone,  three  stories  high,  withl4  windows  m front,  was  erected  iii  the  

year  1829:  the  expense  was  not  ascertained.  The  ground  on  winch  the  building  stands  is 

iwh  and  dry  The  space  immediately  around  and  belongmg  to  it,  m extent  about  one  En-  iimiuing. 

eifsh  acre,  is  a garden  and  yard,  with  a grass  plot  for  the  convalescents.  The  situation  is  airy 

and  healthy,  the  exposure  south-east.  Tliere  are  six  wards,  capable  of  containing  five  beds 

each  • the  actual  number  of  beds  now  in  the  hospital  is  28.  Besides  the  sick  wards,  there  is 

one  room  for  the  head  nurse.  The  porter  has  no  separate  lodge.  The  state  of  the  house,  m 

point  of  repair,  cleanliness,  &c.  is  highly  creditable  to  all  concerned ; the  drainage  might  be 

much  improved,  more  particularly  as  regards  a large  open  cesspool,  the  manure  derived  from 

which,  is  a perquisite  of  the  nurse. 

The  Medical  Officer  who  principally  attends  the  institution  is  a graduate  of  the  University  Medical  Officers, 
of  Edinburgh,  and  licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Dublin.  The  Apothecary  is  a 
member  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  Neither  of  these  gentlemen  are  pro- 
vided with  apartments  in  the  hospital.  The  physician  does  not  attend  any  other  charity; 
neither  the  physician  nor  the  apothecary  are  members  of  the  Committee.  The  physician 
attends  seven  times  a week  at  10  o’clock  ; the  apothecary  at  the  same  hour,  seven  days  m 
the  week  ; he  is  also  apothecary  to  the  Kells  Dispensary,  and  keeps  an  apothecary  s shop 
in  the  town.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently  performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or 
unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

Tlie  Treasurer  was  elected  by  the  county,  and  is  permanent.  The  physician  and  the  apo-  Election, 
thecary  also  were  both  elected  by  the  county.  The  election  of  physician  or  of  surgeon  is 
not  restricted  to  graduates  of  particular  universities,  or  members  of  parhcular  colleges,  but 
that  of  apothecary  is  to  licentiates  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  When  the 
last  vacancy  for  physician  occurred,  which  was  in  1831,  there  were  two  candidates.  Ine 
number  of  individuals,  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  distnet,  is  sufficient  to  induce  well- 
educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them ; yet  there  are  no  medical  gentlemen  said  to  be 
residing  mthiu  five  miles  of  the  hospital,  who  are  qualified  and  disposed  to  give  their  sei-vices 
gratuitously. 

The  Surgery  is  very  neat  and  orderly,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  very  well  kept.  Pharmacy. 

Hone  of  tlie  persons  who  supply  any  of  the  articles  of  medicine,  &c.  are  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill  from  31st  October  1833  to  27th  March  1834,  was 
10/.  14s.  6d.  . . 

A register  of  diseases,  with  the  termination  of  cases,  appears  to  be  carefully  kept,  and  some  Puuenis  itegia- 
of  the  more  important  cases  are  instructively  recorded  in  detail.  All  acute  diseases  are  admitted 
to  this  hospital,  which  is  not  therefore  limited  to  Typhxis  Fever,  yet  all  cases  are  registered 


* Names  of  the  persons  attending  the  Examination  not  stated. 
N N 4 
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as  fever,  by  order  of  the  governors.  A certificate  of  a person  having  fever,  signed  by  anv 
medical  man  within  the  county,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  procure  admission,  when  there  k 
room,  which  has  never  yet  been  found  wanting.  There  is  no  column  in  the  register  for  the 
name  of  the  disease,  fever  alone  being  officially  admissible.  The  number  of  sick  now  in  the 
house  is  17,  all  acute  cases. 

The  following  is  a general  return  of  diseases  treated  at  the  Kells  Fever  Hospital  during  tlia 
year  ended  on  the  31st  December  1833  : — ® 


DESIGNATION 

of 

DISEASE. 

Kemained 
at  the  Close  of 
1832.  ; 

Admitted 
during  1833. 

Total 

treated  during 
the  Year. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Remained 
at  the  Close 

Rate  of 
Mortality, 

Continued  Fever  - j 

9 

141 

150 

127 

8 

15 

17 

The  hospital  dress  is  a chemise,  and  is  only  given  when  required  ,•  it  suits  both  males  atid 
females.  The  clothes  of  the  patients  upon  admission  are  sent  home  to  be  washed. 

There  was  no  instance  of  an  applicant,  a fit  object  for  the  institution,  being  refused 
admittance  from  want  of  room  during  the  year. 

No  out-patients  are  received  at  the  hospital  surgery.  Smallpox  has  been  very  frequent 
during  the  last  two  years  in  Kells.  Illicit  inoculation  is  carried  on  to  a considerable  extent 
in  this  district  by  an  unlicensed  practitioner.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination 
is  increasing. 


Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnished  to  out-patients  from  the  funds  of  the  charity.  Pro- 
visions  are  purchased  by  the  head  nurse,  contractor  for  the  hospital ; viz. 


Ox  Beef,  ‘^\d.  per  pound 
Unfed  Veal,  Is.  3c?.  per  quarter 
New  Milk,  2<f.  per  imperial  quart  - 


Market  price. 


d. 

4^cf. 

3 per  quarter. 
2 per  quart. 


The  bills  are  paid  by  the  treasurer.  The  daily  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  each  patient 
has  averaged  during  the  last  week  sixpence.  There  are  no  charitable  frnds  collected  iu 
the  parish,  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or  nourishment  to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which 
the  hospital  physician  or  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 

Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors? 
who  hold  meetings  twice  every  yeai'  at  the  special  sessions,  wliich  are  generally  well 
attended,  and  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  regularly  registei-ed  in  the  county  book. 
There  is  no  managing  committee. 

The  qualifications,  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officere, 
are  regulated  by  Act  of  Paj-liament. 

The  head  nurse,  matron  or  housekeeper,  is  paid  21?.  per  annum  without  board.  The 
under  nuree,  in  like  manner,  12?.  per  annum ; ,a  female  helper.  Is.  6<?.  per  week,  and  a 
porter,  who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  matron,  and  is  her  son,  10?.  per  annum.  These  are 
under  the  immediate  orders  of,  and  may  be  discharged  by  the  medical  attendant.  Their 
general  conduct  during  the  last  year  has  been  very  good  ; one,  the  head  nurse,  has  served  six 
years  in  the  hospital,  with  a good  character.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Diet  Table 

Xow  Diet  : 

Whey,  Buttermilk  or  Gruel,  ad  libitum. 


Middle  Diet : 

Breakfast  :■ — Stirabout,  one  pint ; Buttermilk,  one  pint. 

Dimier ; — Bread,  half  a pound  ; Whey,  one  pint. 

For  Supper,  one  pint  of  Whey. 

Full  Diet  : 

Breakfast:— Stirabout,  one  quart;  Buttermilk,  one  quart. 

Dumer  : — Beef,  half  a pound  ; Potatoes,  two  pounds  and  a half. 

Supper  : — Bread,  four  ounces  ; Whey,  one  pint. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  drawn  up,  but  not  printed,  and  there  are  no 
standing  rules  nor  bye-laws. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  was  300  ?.,  which  was  the  county  presentment,  there 
not  being  any  subscribers.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  re- 
ceive annual  grants  from  the  county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

£. 

Physician’s  salary  - 50 

Apothecary’s  ditto  - 20 

Medicines  (for  last  half-year)  - _ _ _ _ U 

Servants’ Wages  - --  --  --  -42 


s,  d. 

6 - 
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All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer,  to  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant. 
The  accounts  are  audited  twice  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  grand  jury  or  gover- 
nors in  full  meeting  at  the  sessions. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  medical  instruction;  post  mortem  examinations  are  not 
made,  having  been  forbidden  by  the  governors. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Kev.  Mr.  Egan. U.  F.  Fitzherbert,  Esq — F.  Murphy,  Esq. and  the  Jledical  Attendant. 

This  institution  was  established  in  the  year  1830*by  private  subscription,  at  an  expense  of 

I 200 1.  The  county,  for  the  sick  poor  of  which  it  was  intended,  contains,  according  to  the 
census  of  1831, 177,023  inhabitants.  There  is  one  other  similar  institution  at  Kells,  which  is 
eight  miles  distant. 

The  house  is  built  of  stone,  two  stories  high,  with  1 3 windows  in  front ; at  the  rear,  it  is 
three  stories  high.  The  ground  on  which  it  stands  is  elevated  and  dry.  The  space  imme- 
diately around  and  belonging  to  the  building  is  about  one  acre  in  extent.  The  situation  is 
dry  and  healthy.  The  aspect  is  east.  There  are  four  wards  capable  of  containing  40  beds, 
which  is  the  actual  number,  in  all,  now  in  the  hospital.  Besides  the  sick  wards, there  ai'e  apart- 
ments for  the  matron.  The  state  of  the  house,  as  to  repair,  cleanliness,  &c.  is  exceedingly  neat, 
clean  and  orderly,  and  the  drainage  as  to  water  closets  is  excellent.  On  the  outside  of  the 
building  improvements  are  being  made. 

The  medrcal  officer  who  principally  attends  to  the  institution  is  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  He  is  40  years  of  age,  and  attached  to  the  hospital  16  years. 
The  apothecary  is  a member  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  Dublin.  Apartments  are  not 
provi<md  at  the  institution  for  any  officer.  The  physician  attends  seven  times  a w'eek,  at 

II  o’clock,  and  the  same  attendance  is  given  by  the  apothecary,  who  has  an  establishment 
in  the  town.  There  are  four  apothecaries  in  Navan.  Medical  duties  are  never  permanently 
performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  both  the  physician  and  the  apothecary 
were  elected  by  the  subscribers  originally.  When  a medical  officer  resigns,  he  cannot  influ- 
ence the  election  of  his  successor.  The  election  of  physician  is  not  restricted  to  graduates  of 
particular  universities,  but  that  of  apothecaries  is  to  licentiates  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries 
of  Dublin.  When  the  last  election  for  physician  took  place,  which  was  in  1821,  there 
were  two  candidates,  and  on  that  occasion  there  was  an  accession  of  income  of  nearly 
four  hundred  pounds.  Up  to  that  time,  these  physicians  gave  their  services  gratuitously,  and 
the  election  was  contested  in  consequence  of  a salary  of  40  1.  per  annum  having  been  offered 
by  the  subscribers.  The  number  of  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  m this  district 
is  sufficient  to  induce  well-educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them,  but  it  has  not  been 
ascertained  how  many  medical  gentlemen  there  are  who  may  be  qualified  and  disposed  to  give 
tlieir  services  gratuitously. 

The  surgery  is  particularly  neat,  and  the  bottles  and  drawers  are  exceedingly  well  kept. 
The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill  from  1st  J\dyl8S2  to  this  date,  30  May  1834,  was  21/.  11s. 

A register  of  diseases,  with  the  termination  of  cases,  appears  to  be  carefully  kept,  and 
some  of  the  more  important  cases  are  instructively  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick 
in  the  house  was  18,  all  acute  cases.  The  clothes  of  the  patients,  upon  admission,  are  washed 
and  put  aw'ay  until  the  owner  is  convalescent. 

All  patients  presenting  themselves  with  fever  are  admitted;  and  there  was  no  instance 
of  an  applicant,  a fit  object  for  the  institution,  having  been  refused  admittance  from  want 
of  room,  during  the  year. 

Small-pox  has  been  frequent  during  the  last  two  years  in  Navan. 

Provisions  are  purchased  by  the  matron,  at  the  price  in  the  market ; ox  beel  4rf.  per  lb., 
new  milk  at  2tf.  per  imperial  quart.  The  daily  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  each  patient 
has  averaged,  during  the  last  year  Q\d.,  including  all  charges,  excepting  the  salaries  of 
the  medical  officers  and  matron.  The  average  number  of  diets  in  the  hospital  daily  was 
16|  for  last  year.  In  a letter  from  Mr.  Fitzherbert  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  it  is 
stated,  that  the  number  of  diet  patients  for  the  year  was  5,964;  the  expense,  207/.  15s. 

The  following  is  the  Diet  Table,  signed  by  the  medical  attendant. 

Whey  Diet : 

Two  quarts  of  buttermilk,  and  1 ditto  of  new  milk,  daily. 

Loro  Diet : 

One  pint  of  flummery,  or  1 oz.  of  bread,  with  the  above  allowance  of  milk. 

Half  Diet  -• 

One  pint  of  flummery  and  4 oz.  of  bread,  with  1 quart  of  new  milk  and  1 quart  of 
buttermilk  ; or  8 oz.  of  bread  only,  with  the  same  allowance  of  milk. 

Middle  Diet : 

One  quart  of  stir-about,  or  6 oz.  of  bread  for  breakfast;  8 oz.  of  bread  for  dinner ; 
1 pint  of  flummery  lor  supper.  The  same  allowance  of  milk  as  in  half  diet. 

Full  Diet : 

The  same  as  middle  diet,  with  the  addition  of  lb.  boiled  meat,  with  the  broth,  for 
dinner,  four  days  in  the  week. 

0.5.  o o There 
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There  are  no  charitable  funds  collected  in  the  parish  for  the  issuing  of  clothing,  fuel  or 
nourishment  to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  which  the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or 
recommendation.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  states,  in  his  letter,  that  “ the  greatest  part  of  the  land 
in  the  parish  is  absentee  property,  and  a great  deal  that  of  English  people.”  Therefore 
many  of  “ the  subscribers  are  persons  of  very  small  means  and  shopkeepers.” 

Lunatic  patients  are  sent  to  Dublin,  and  on  this  subject  there  are  great  difficulties. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  treasurers 
who  remain  in  office  from  year  to  year.  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  one  of  the  resident  men  of  fortune 
of  this  neighbourhood,  by  his  unremitting  attention  to  the  construction  and  management 
of  this  hospital,  has,  together  with  the  medical  attendant,  and  the  other  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  institution,  brought  it  to  a state  of  usefulness  and  good  arraugement 
highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  to  the  county  at  large.  . ' 

There  are  no  ex-officio  directors  or  visitors. 

The  qualifications  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers 
are  not  defined.  Religious  belief  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection  to  a candidate  of 
any  class. 

The  matron  of  the  hospital  is  paid  30  Z.  per  annum,  besides  milk,  lodging,  coals,  &c. 
and  is  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  medical  attendant ; one  head  nurse,  at  21 1.  per 
annum,  without,  board;  one  assistant,  13/.;  one  laundress,  13?.  These  are  hired,  paid, 
and  may  be  discharged  by  the  treasurers.  Their  general  conduct  during  the  last  year 
has  been  very  good.  One,  the  nurse,  has  served  five  years  in  the  hospital,  with  a good 
character. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  drawn  up  twice  every  year,  and  sworn,  to. 
The  latest  is  as  follows: — “Report  for  Assizes  for  Spring  1834.  Number  of  patients 
admitted  since  last  year  :■ — ■ 


Females  - -.-------43 

Males  - --  --  --  --  --41 

84 

Remained  in  Hospital  - - - - - - - - -16 

Total  - - - 100 

Of  which  number  were — ' 

Discharged,  cured  ---------70 

Irregular  - --  --  --  --  - 4 

Died  - --  --  --  --  --  8 

Remaining  in  Hospital  - --  --  --  -is 

Total  - - 100 


There  are  no  standing  rules  nor  bye-laws. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  May  1834,  was  350?.,  being  the  county 
presentment.  There  were  no  subscribers.  There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony 
which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the  epunty  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  May  1834,  was — 

£.  s.  d. 

Physician’s  salaiy  - - - - - - - 60  - - 

Apothecary’s  - --  --  --  - 24-- 

Servants’  wages  - - - - - - - - 40  - - 

All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurers. 

The  accounts  are  audited  four  times  a year,  and  a Report  submitted  to  the  grand  jury. 

Post  mortem  examinations  are  sometimes  made,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any 
regular  medical  instruction  given. 

The  most  prevalent  disease,  and  that  most  frequently  epidemic,  is  fever,  which  chiefly 
prevails  in  the  winter  months.  There  were  some  cases  of  cholera  about  three  weeks  previous 
to  the  examination. 

The  circumstances  which  appear  to  exercise  the  greatest  influence  on  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  are,  poverty,  filth  and  spirit-drinking.  The  ordinary  food  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  this  district  is  potatoes.  Wild  mustard  is  sometimes  used  in  cases  of 
great  distress  as  food.  It  is  now  resorted  to  by  the  very  poor.  Their  clothing  is  improving; 
but  the  state  of  their  dwellings,  in  point  of  cleanliness,  comfort  and  ventilation,  is  very 
bad.  Manure  is  made  and  collected  in  their  cabins,  in  some  cases,  from  their  not 
having  a spot  outside  of  them. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  increasing  since  the  sale  of  spirits  on  the  Sabbath  has  been 
licensed. 

The  soil  is  good. 

The  gentlemen  examined  think  that  a loan  fund  would  be  of  use,  and  they  would  them- 
selves undertake  the  management  of  it. 

The  Navan  Ladies’  Charitable  Loan  Society  is  managed  in  the  following  manner : — Mrs. 

gives  out  on  market-days  to  every  woman  on  her  books,  as  much  tow  as  they 

wish  for ; this  they  spin,  sell  the  yarn,  and  on  the  following  market  day  pay  her  for  the 
tow,  and  get  more.  She  also  supplies  them  with  wheels,  cards,  blankets,  bedsteads,  clothes 
and  small  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  two  pounds,  for  which  they  pay  by  weekly  instal- 
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ments.  This  society  at  its  commencement,  in  June  1824,  received  a loan  of  60/.  from  “The 
British  and  Irish  Ladies’  Society,”  which  added  to  private  subscriptions  of  43/.  10  s.  made 
the  fund  amount  to  103/.  lOs.  This  sum  has  so  often  circulated,  that  the  loans  up  to  March 
1824  amounted  to  3,235/.  17s.  8^c/.,  the  repayments  to  3, 210/.  18s.  5c/.,  leaving  a debt  of 
24/.  19s-  ^ which  Mrs. thinks  will  be  repaid. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  country  around  Arklow  contains  several  medical  institutions  for  affording  gratuitous 
assistance  to  the  sick  poor.  They  occur  at  the  following  places,  and  their  distances  respec- 
tively from  the  town  of  Arklow  are  indicated: — Rathdrum,  nine  miles;  Redcross,  seven 
piilps ; Aughrim,  five  miles ; Coolgraney,  three  miles ; Gorey,  one  mile. 

The  physician  of  the  Coolgraney  Dispensary  is  also  tlie  medical  attendant  of  the  charity 
at  present  under  consideration,  and  is  at  the  same  time  su^eon  to  the  County  Wicklow 
Militia.  He  is  45  years  of  age,  and  is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London, 
in  which  city  he  was  educated  for  the  practice  of  midwifery  under  Dr.  Dennison,  professor  of 
that  branch  to  the  London  Hospital.  Previous  to  his  actual  appointments,  he  had  been  a 
surgeon  in  the  army,  and  he  is  also  engaged  in  private  practice.  He  has  been  attached  to 
tlie  Arklow  Fever  Hospital  since  the  year  1820,  in  the  joint  capacity  of  physician,  sur- 
geon and  accoucheur,  and  he  is  bound  to  receive  the  poor  and  to  prescribe  for  them  on  three 
days  in  each  week,  between  the  hours  of  10  and  12  o’clock.  His  duties  are  occasionally 
performed  by  a substitute,  but  not  without  the  previously  received  sanction  of  the  committee, 
when  either  illness  or  some  other  cause  requires  that  he  should  absent  himself. 

He  receives  as  medical  attendant  of  the  Fever  Hospital  a salary  of  73  /.  1 5 s.  annually,  in 
addition  to  which  he  is  allowed  32/.  6,«.  a year  on  account  of  the  Dispensary.  He  also 
receives  80  /.  per  annum  as  physician  to  the  6oolgraney  Dispensary. 

The  necessary  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  Messrs  Boileau  & George,  draggists  in 
Dublin,  who  subscribe  2/.  2 s.  annuMly  to  the  funds  of  the  charity.  The  average  annual  ex- 
penditure for  medicines  and  surgical  materials,  such  as  splints  and  bandages,  is  stated  to  be 
about  55/. 

The  registration  of  patients  is  only  defective  in  the  absence  of  any  notice  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  several  cases  terminate.  The  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  each  applicant 
for  relief  labours,  is  mentioned,  together  with  the  kind  of  treatment  which  has  been  adopted 
for  its  removal.  The  total  number  of  persons  who  receive  relief  in  the  course  of  the  year  is 
estimated  on  an  average  to  be  nearly  5,000. 

The  rules  of  the  institution  declare  that  no  poor  person  shall  be  entitled  to  relief  unless  he 
have  provided  himself  with  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber.  This  condition  is,  however, 
not  veiy  rigidly  enforced,  as  in  general  all  those  who  present  themselves  obtain  both  advice 
and  medicine  without  any  difficulty.  In  reply  to  the  questions  of  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner the  medical  attendant  stated,  that  he  has  not  been  always  successful  in  preventing 
improper  persons  from  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity ; at  the  same  time  their 
number  is  small  compared  to  those  whose  circumstances  give  them  a just  claim  to  gra- 
tuitous relief. 

Those  persons  who  may  be  rendered  unable  by  sickness  to  attend  at  the  dispensary,  the 
physician  is  bound  to  visit  at  their  own  dwellings  if  they  be  within  a certain  distance  of  the 
tovra.  On  this  point  the  physician  states,  that  he  considers  it  absolutely  indispensable  that 
cases  of  acute  disorder  should  be  seen  by  the  medical  man  at  least  once  a day.  It  is  only 
when  the  disease  is  of  a chronic  character  that  constant  attention  can  with  safety  be  remitted’; 
lying-in  women  are  also  attended  as  extern  patients,  but  only  on  the  report  of  the  midwife 
that  the  case  has  displayed  features  of  danger. 

The  intern  patients  for  whom  the  fever  hospital  is  exclusively  intended  are  provided  with 
all  things  necessary,  at  the  expense  of  the  institution,  wliich  provides  wine  and  other  extra 
articles  of  nourishment  whenever  they  may  be  required. 

The  general  management  of  the  institution  resides  in  the  governors,  in  the  list  of  whom 
are  to  be  found  the  names  of  the  medical  attendant,  of  the  druggists  who  supply  the  medicines, 
and  of  two  other  individuals,  residents  in  the  town  of  Arklow,  and  who  supply  several  of  the 
articles,  such  as  groceries,  &c.  which  are  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  cliarity.  Meet- 
ings of  the  governors  are  held  four  times  in  each  year,  at  which  all  are  equally  entitled  to 
attend  and  vote.  The  number  of  those  who  actually  attend  does  not  often  exceed  five,  but 
three  are  sufficient  to  constitute  a quorum,  and  to  authorize  the  transaction  of  business. 
Voting  by  proxy  is  not  permitted. 

A managing  committee  also  exists,  of  which  the  members  assemble  every  quarter,  and  also 
whenever  specially  summoned  by  any  of  the  governors.  The  duty  of  the  committee  is  to 
superintend  the  details  of  both  establishments,  to  appoint  inspectors,  and  prepare  reports  to 
be  laid  before  the  general  quarterly  meetings  of  the  governors  at  large. 

The  functions  or  the  treasurer  are  performed  by  the  medical  attendant,  who  has  never 
entered  into  any  security  for  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  To  this  additional  duty  he  was 
appointed  by  the  governors,  and  he  discharges  it  without  any  remuneration.  The  money  of 
the  institution  rests  in  his  hands,  and  he  is  expected  to  produce  his  accounts  for  examination 
at  the  quarterly  meetings  of  governors,  and  likewise  to  submit  them  to  the  inspection  of  the 
members  of  the  grand  jury. 

0.5.  o J ^ ^ 2 With 


Fevf.k 

llOSriTALS. 

Lienster. 
County  Meath. 

Exfuninations  (ukea  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 


County  Wicklow. 

Examiiiatiuns  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

Ar.klovi 

Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Intern  Patients. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


JIanaging  Com- 
mittee. 


Officers  not 
medical. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.) 


Fever 

Hospitals. 

Leinster. 
County  Wicklow. 

ExamiDitioDS  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

Arklow 

Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Baliinglass 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 

Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


284  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /ront  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 

Witt  respect  to  the  influence  of  religious  prejudices  on  the  appointment  of  those  con- 
nected with  this  institution,  it  is  stated,  that  no  difference  has  ever  been  made.  The  medical 
attendant  is  a Protestant,  but  all  the  domestics  are  Roman  Catholics. 

The  only  sources  of  income  are  subscriptions  and  grand  jury  presentments.  These  together 
have  amounted  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  to  the  following  sums : 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - 194  84 

1832  - --  --  --  - 177  81 

1833  - - - - - - - - 154  10  11 

An  annual  subscription  of  one  guinea  entitles  a person  to  the  privileges  of  a governor 
and  hitherto  the  contributors  have  belonged  exclusively  to  the  richer  classes. 


* The  Baltinglass  Fever  Hospital  (to  which  is  attached  a dispensaiy  for  affording  external 
relief)  is  the  second  branch  of  the  Wicklow  County  Fever  Hospital.  The  country  around 
Baltinglass  also  contains  several  other  medical  institutions,  of  which  two  are  situated  at  a 
distance  of  four  miles ; two  at  a distance  of  eight  miles  ; (these  latter  are  in  the  county  of 
Kildare)  and  two  at  a distance  of  nine  miles.  The  names  of  these  charities  are  the 
Hacketstown,  Ballytore, 

Kiltegan,  Stratford-on-SIaney,  and 

Castledermot,  Dunlavin  Dispensaries. 

The  physician  of  the  present  charity  is  also  the  medical  superintendeirt  of  the  Stratford- 

on-Slaney  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary.  He  is  about  35  years  of  age,  and  has  occupied 
his  situation  for  the  last  seven  years,  having  been  previously  engaged  in  private  practice  in 
the  town  of  Baltinglass ; he  still  continues  to  act  as  a general  practitioner.  He  is  a licentiate 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  is  ftirther  possessed  of  documents  which 
satisfied  the  Assistant  Commissioner  that  he  had  been  duly  educated  in  the  knowledge  of 
midwifeiy  under  teachers  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  He  states  that  he  is  bound  to  attend  at 
tlie  hospital  on  every  day  in  the  week  excepting  Sundays,  and  that  in  cases  of  necessity  he  is 
obliged  to  give  his  attendance  even  on  the  latter  day.  His  duties  have  in  no  instance  been 
performed  by  proxy,  unless  when  prevented  by  illness  from  discharging  them  in  person. 
On  such  occasions,  he  has  been  always  able  to  secure  the  services  of  his  brother  to  act  as 
his  substitute,  he  also  being  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 

The  salaiy  of  the  medical  attendant  is  64/.  8s.  4d.  per  annum. 

The  medicines  required  for  the  use  of  the  patients  both  of  the  fever  hospital  and  of  the 
dispensary,  are  procured  from  an  apothecary  established  in  the  town  of  Baltinglass.  They 
are  afterwards  compounded  by  the  physician  according  to  circumstances,  and  their  total 
cost  does  not  in  general  much  exceed  30 1.  annually. 

The  register  of  the  applications  for  relief,  and  of  the  admissions  into  the  fever  hospital,  is 
kept  with  much  accuracy  by  the  attending  physician.  The  nature  of  the  disease  under 
which  each  patient  labours,  together  with  the  result  of  the  treatment  adopted,  are  particu- 
larized throughout.  It  appears  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  which  present  themselves  at 
the  dispensary,  are  of  the  class  denominated  more  strictly  medical,  but  instances  of  all  the 
ordinary  disorders  of  the  country  occur  amongst  the  800  patients  who  on  an  average 
receive  advice  and  medicine  during  the  course  of  each  year.  A variety  of  accidents  and 
surgical  cases  also  occur,  and  several  operations  have  been  performed,  the  necessity  for 
which  has  arisen  sometimes  from  violence  and  sometimes  from  disease. 

The  privilege  of  recommending  persons  for  relief,  at  the  fever  hospital  is  restricted  to 
those  who  contribute  three  guineas  a year  to  its  funds,  or  who  bestow  a donation  of  twenty 
guineas.  Annual  subscribers  to  the  amount  of  1 /.  1 s.  are  entitled  to  send  patients  to  the 
dispensary,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reason  for  suspecting  that  the  benefits  of 
botn  charities  are  not  strictly  confined  to  those  whose  circumstances  really  place  them  in 
need  of  gratuitous  assistance. 

The  medical  officer  is  liable  to  be  called  on  as  physician  to  the  dispensary,  to  visit  at  their 
own  dwellings  those  patients  who  may  be  unable  to  present  themselves  at  the  institution. 
Hiat  gentleman  speaks  of  the  state  of  destitution  in  which  he  too  frequently  finds  those  indi- 
viduals to  whom  he  has  been  summoned  as  to  persons  labouring  under  various  forms  of 
disease.  He  states  that  he  has  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  in  a large  proportion  of 
the  diseases  to  which  the  poorer  classes  are  more  peculiarly  subject,  the  substitution  of 
wholesome  and  nutritious  food  would  be  productive  of  far  more  advantage  than  the 
administration  of  medicine.  This  opinion  is  shared  by  the  clergymen  of  the  Protestant 
and  Catholic  persuasions  who  were  present  among  the  witnesses.  The  minister  and  curate 
of  the  parish  handed  in  the  following  written  statement  of  their  experience : — As  far  as  my 
observation  goes,  it  is  my  decided  conviction  that  the  poor  in  this  place  may  be  pronounced 
wholly  destitute.  As  to  their  clothing,  especially  their  night  covering,  it  is  most  wretclied. 
Their  food,  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  is  very  bad;  and  as  to  furniture  in  their  houses, 
they  have  none.  Their  beds  (on  the  ground)  consist  of  a scanty  portion  of  straw, 
which  is  used  until  it  has  become  offensive.  The  poor  in  the  country  places  are  perhaps  not 
so  badly  circumstrmced.  The  parish  priest  coincides  in  the  expressions  used  by  his  brother 
clergymen.  He  observes — “ With  regard  A©  food,  clothing,  bedding  and  other  necessaries 


* Names  of  the  persons  attending  the  F..xaminalion  not  stated. 
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matnin  life  and  promote  health,  I believe  the  condition  of  the  poor  to  be  extremely  bad 
^ thetomsof  Baltinglaes  and  Stratford-on-Slaney,  and  not  much  better  m the  conntry 
With  regard  to  comforts,  I know  of  none  within  their  reach  The  physician  also  speaks  of 
r necessity  which  exists  for  constant  attention  to  those  who  labour  under  diseases  of  an 
rut”  naturi,  oeeasional  attendance  being  of  little  or  no  use  exciyt  in  cases  of  a chronic 

Taarf.i'tpr  Attendance  on  lying-m  women  forms  also  part  of  the  duties  of  the  medical  at  Examinations  taken  by 

+ d nt  ' He  is  bound  to  visit  them  whenever  called  on  in  cases  which  demand  additional  Cusack  Roney,  ■ 
distance,  and  in  which  a recommendation  has  been  obtained  from  a subscriber 

Admission  into  thehospital  is  not  limitedto  persons  labouringunder  fever;  agood  manycases  ^ 
ofXr  diseases  ard  treaW  in  it,  and  all  are  supplied  not  only  w.tli  ordinary  diet,  but  with  . P 
whatever  extras,  such  as  wine,  &o.  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  medical  supermtendent.  _ 

Thele  is  no  arrangement  in  the  institution  for  the  accommodation  of  lunatics.  They  are 
always  referred  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Dublin. 

“ yyf  tlyo  affaire  nf  t.bfi  CDlubmed  ch 


Zeinsfer. 

- County  Wicklow. 


Dispensary. 


S^eneral  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  combined  charities  resides  in  the  governors,  General  Manage- 
Avho  arl  accustomed  to  hold  a meeting  on  the  first  Monday  in  every  month,  at  wliidi  all  the  ment. 
members  of  the  principal  direction  are  equally  entitled  to  be  present  and  to  vote.  Two  form 
ra^rum,  and  v^)ting  by  proxy  is  not  permitted.  The  attendance  at  the  montldv  meetmgs 
never  falls  short  of  the  required  number,  and,  it  is  stated,  often  exceeds  it.  There  is  no 


neceLiW  for  a managing  committee,  as  the  general  assemblies  of  the  goverrimg  body  di9- 
SSge  il  the  functions  of  such  an  authority;  neither  has  any  board  of  superintendence  been 

’TCtoS”is®thfoi“7M™d^  officer.  He  is  at  the  same  time  a governor,  and  Officers  no- 
gives  hk  services  without  Ly  remuneration.  His  office  is  elective,  and  the  appoiiitinems  to  medical. 

I have  always  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  majority  of  the  electors,  so  long  as  they  remam  satisfied  with  the 
maLr  in  4ich  the  duties  are  discharged.  There  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  been  any  dis- 
Siction  made  in  the  selection  of  officers  merely  on  aeoount  of  their  religions  sentiments 
Tlie  articles  required  for  internal  consumption  are  procured  from  persons  nncomiccted  with 
the  institution.  No  governor  has  any  interest  in  the  money  laid  out,  nor  is  any  thing  belon„- 

‘"luh'rperiS'lfthr^^  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  the  general  rules  for  the  manage-  Rules, 
ment  of  the  hospital  had  not  been  printed.  They  existed  merely  m writing,  but  they  appeared 
S“e  extremely  judicious  and  well  adapted  for  the  mamtenauce  of  order  and  regulanty. 

Every  thinu  seemed  to  be  carried  on  m reference  to  their  general  meaning.  w j a 

The  sou?ces  of  annual  income  are  fourfold,  namely,  subscriptions  doiiatious,  coun^^  fund  and 

sentmer  and  fines  imposed  by  tbe  magistrates  at  petty  sessions.  The  total  receipt  during  Account, 
-each  of  the  last  three  years  was — 


1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 


£.  s.  d. 

443  14  10 
471  - 8^ 
560  10  1^ 


Until  the  funds  are  required,  they  are  deposited  by  the  treasurer  m the  1 y , , - 

Bank.  The  books  of  that  officer  were  produced,  and  it  was  stated  that  he  was  obliged  to  ac 
count  regularly  with  the  governors  and  with  the  grand  jury. 

The  expenditure  in  the  three  last  years  was  as  follows 


Expenditure. 


1831 

1832 

1833 


£.  s.  d. 
295  14  - 
272  6 4 

262  17  10 


The  treasurer  is  not  authorized  to  discharge  any  account  until  the  bill  has  been  examined 
and  signed  by  the  governors  at  their  monthly  meeting. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Sir  W.  W^LYNAR  and  the  Medical  Attendant. 


Bray 

Fever  Hospital  and 
, , . Dispensary. 

Tm  building  iu  which  this  charity  is  carried  ou  had  been  a Xlera  

arranged  os  to  admit  of  three  separate  establishments,  iiamey,  a Building,  &c. 

hospital  (these  have  not  any  commnmeation  with  each  other)  and  ® 

hospitals  appear  to  be  clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  they  each  contain  twelve  beds 

”“AuSit”‘melreftt”;^  of  the  same  medical  superiutendeut,  who  ®e"rf  Medical  Officer, 

tleeship  to  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and 
and  a bachelor  of  medicine  in  Trinity  College  Dublin.  He  “ 

certificate  entitling  him  to  practise  midwifery,  from  the  master  of  U'®  ¥”6"“  ““®P'“  ” 
that  city.  His  coluexioii  with  the  iustitutious  under  consideratiou 

1.5  ve'ara  hack  • he  holds  no  other  professional  appointment,  but  is  engaged  in  pr™® 
praJtlcTarLrgeon,  physician  and  a’ccoucheur.  He  is  obliged  ‘»/®®®7  *®, 
disoensarv  on  everv  dav  oa  the  week,  and  it  also  forms  part  of  his  duty  to  attend  at  tlieir 
oXeSSnTes  sick  persons  belonging  to  the  parish,  wlj®f  ■;*®. 

the  recommendation  of  a subscriber  or  not.  Except  m case  of  his  own  illness,  he  nevm 
0.5.  0 0 3 
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avails  himself  of  a substitute ; in  such  circumstances,  he  would  be  allowed  by  the  committeA 
to  procure  a substitute.  ^ 

The  regular  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  100  guineas  per  annum ; this  year,  however 
a compliment  of  25 1.  has  been  added  as  a testimony  of  the  satisfaction  which  he  has  afforded’ 
During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  in  his  district,  he  was  also  allowed  one  guinea  per 
, diem  in  addition  to  his  ordinary  payment,  and  in  consideration  of  the  increased  calls  uuon 
his  time  and  attention.  ^ ^ 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  found  a good  supply  of  medicines  for  the  use  of  the  several 
departments ; they  had  been  purchased  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  druggists  ia 
Dublin,  and  it  was  stated  that  their  average'  annual  cost  had  been,  during  the  &st  three 
years,  about  45/.  Messrs.  BoOeau  & George  are  subscribers  to  the  charity,  but  they 
' have  never  attended  or  voted  at  any  of  the  general  meetings.  Vaccination  is  much  practised 
by  the  attending  physician,  and  he  has  found  it  to  be  productive  of  the  veiy  best  conse- 
quences. In  those  instances  in  which  it  has  failed  to  confer  a complete  immunity  from 
small-pox,  it  has  constantly  appeared  to  mitigate  the  effects  of  that  disease,  which  under 
such  circumstances  has  never  proved  fatal,  nor  ever  assumed  a confluent  character. 

The  registration  of  patients  is  conducted  with  much  accuracy.  The  nature  of  their 
diseases  is  noted,  together  with  the  termination  if  fatal,  and  the  name  of  the  subscriber  on 
whose  recommendation  they  had  been  attended  to.  From  this  register  it  appears  that  the 
cholera  visited  the  district  at  two  distinct  periods,  first  in  the  month  of  June  1832,  when 
out  of  54  persons  attacked  only  27  recovered,  and  again  in  November  1833,  when  precisely 
the  same  number  of  persons  were  attacked  and  the  same  number  of  deaths  took  place.  ^ 

It  has  been  already  intimated  that  the  dispensary  branch  has  been  opened  for  the  treat- 
ment of  extern  patients.  They  are  visited  as  often  as  the  nature  of  their  illness  may 
require  ; and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant,  that  “ daily  attendance  is  absolutely 
indi^ensabie  in  all  cases  of  an  acute  nature,  and  that  it  can,  with  safety,  be  remitted  only 
in  aflections  of  a chronic  character.”  ^ 

The  patients  who  are  received  into  either  of  the  hospitals,  are  provided  during  their  stay 
not  only  with  medicine  and  advice,  but  also  with  whatever  kind  of  nourishment  may  be 
fitting  for  their  condition.  Wine  and.  other  extra  articles  of  diet  are  frequently  allowed. 

The  general  management  of  the  united  charities  rests  with  the  subscribers  ; all  persons 
who  contribute  a guinea  a year  and  upwards  being  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  the 
genei-al  meetings,  which  are  held  once  in  each  year,  and  to  summon  an  extraordinary  meet- 
ing if  they  should  see  reason  so  to  do.  Usually,  however,  these  assemblies  do  not  collect 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  governors ; but  the  affairs  of  the  institution  are  directed  in  the 
interval  by  a sub-committee  of  two,  whose  province  it  is  to  attend  to  details. 

The  treasurer  (who  acts  without  any  remuneration,  and  who  is  also  a subscriber)  is  the 
only  non-medical  officer.  The  income  of  the  charity  is  lodged  by  him  in  the  savings  bank, 
and  he  is  obliged  to  lay  his  accounts  annually  before  the  general  meeting,  and  to  verify 
them  on  oath,  previous  to  making  application  for  the  usual  yearly  presentment  by  the 
grand  jury. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  1830,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  three  departments,  including 
the  suipius  of  preceding  year,  amounted  to  289  18  2 

Of  which  was  expended  231  IS  9 

Leaving  a surplus  of  - - - £.55  IS  5 

The  receipts  of  the  year  1831,  including  the  above  surplus,  were  - 276  19  2 

Expenditure  of  same  year  - - - - _ . _ • 236  4 - 

Leaving  a surplus  of  - - - £.40  15  2 

The  receipts  of  the  year  1832,  including  the  above  surplus,  were  £.258  14  l| 

The  expenditure  of  the  same  year  was  - - - - 227  17  6J 

Leaving  a balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  of  £.  30  1 6 7 

'The  treasurer,  is  bound  to  present  all  bills  to  the  governors  before  they  are  discharged, 
which  can  only  be  done  after  having  obtained  their  signature. 


*The  present  institution  consists  of  a fever  hospital  and  a dispensary  for  the  diffusion  of 
external  relief  in  advice  and  medicine.  The  hospital  department  constitutes  the  third 
branch  of  the  infirmary,  for  the  treatment  of  febrile  diseases,  which  is  maintained  by  the 
gi-and  jury  of  the  county  of  Wicklow.  The  medical  charities  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town  of  Stratford-oii-Slaney  are,  witli  the  exception  of  that  at  Baltinglass,  merely  dispen- 
saries. They  are  three  in  number,  and  none  of  them  are  more  than  six  miles  distant,  viz. 
Dunlavin,  Baltinglass  and  Keltegan. 

The  medical  attendant  of  the  Stratford  is  also  physician  to  the  Baltinglass,  or  second  branch 
of  the  county  fever  hospital.  He  is  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
Ireland ; and  was  appointed  to  the  situation  about  seven  years  ago,  at  which  period  his  age 
was  33.  Previous_  to  that  time  he  had  been  a practitioner  in  Baltinglass,  and  he  stiU 
continues  engaged  in  private  practice  as  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur.  His  education 
m midwifery  was  received  in  Dublin.  He  is  required  to  give  daily  attendance  at  the 
hospital ; but  he  is  liable  to  be  called  thither  as  often  as  three  times  a day,  when  any 


* The  names  of  the  persons  attending  the  Examination  not  stated. 
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ia  the  house  demands  extraordinary  attention.  These  duties  he  has  never  performed  by 
proxy  excepting  on  occasion  of  his  being  confined  by  illness,  when  he  was  able  to  secure 
the  seWices  of  his  brother  (who  is  likewise  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  Ireland)  in  his  place. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  55Z.  7s.  8tZ.  per  annum. 

His  appointment  was  made  by  the  governors  and  subscribers. 

All  the  medicines  required  in  the  hospital  are  procured  from  an  apothecary  of  the  town 
of  Baltinglass,  and  at  an  expense  not  exceeding,  for  each  of  the  last  three  years,  the  sum  of 
5?.  5 s.  per  annum. 

The  register  of  patients  was  laid  before  the  Assistant  Commissioners  by  the  attending 
nhysicianT  It  appeared  to  have  been  kept  with  much  accuracy,  and  was  sufficiently  explicit 
in  detailing  the  circumstances  and  termination  of  the  several  cases  which  had  been  treated. 
The  following  abstract  will  show  to  what  extent  the  resources  of  the  institution  have  been 
made  available  during  the  last  three  years: — 


Fever 

Hospitals. 

Leinsler. 
County  Wicklow. 

Examlnalions  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 

Stratford-on-Slaney 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


Abstract  from  the  Register  of  the  Stratford-on-Slaney  Fever  Hospital. 


— 

Patients  admitted. 

Discharged  cured. 

Died. 

1831 

71 

69 

2 

1832 

58 

55 

3 

1833  - 

56 

49 

7 

The  great  majority  of  cases  which  present  themselves  both  at  the  fever  hospital  and  at 
the  dispensary  are  stated  to  be  of  a medical  nature. 

No  conditions  whatsoever  are  attached  to  the  granting  of  relief.  All  persons  with  or  Who  entitled  to 
without  recommendations  are  entitled  to  assistance,  although,  strictly  speaking,  the  subscribers  Relief. 

•of  one  guinea  annually  are  considered  to  possess  the  privilege  of  issuing  recommendatory 
orders.  Notwithstandingjthe-facility  with  which  all  are  allowed  to  participate  in  the  benefits 
of  the  establishment,  it  is  nevertheless  believed  that  in  general  none  avail  themselves  of  its 
aid,  except  those  who  really  are  in  indigent  circumstances. 

The  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  relief  of  extern  patients,  who  are  also  occasionally  Extern  Patients 
visited  at  their  own  homes.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  an-angements  have  been  made  for 
securing  professional  assistance  to  poor  lying-in  women;  the  physician  is  not  bound  to 
attend  them,  except  when  their  labour  comes  on  in  the  hospital.  To  a question  as  to  the 
number  of  visits  which  each  particular  case  among  the  extern  patients  usually  receives,  the 
medical  attendant  replied,  that  he  considered  daily  attendance  as  absolutely  indispensable 
in  all  instances  where  the  patient  suffered  under  disease  in  an  acute  form,  particulany  under 
fever.  Constant  superintendence  became  less  necessary,  and  might  with  safety  be  remitted, 
after  the  disease  had  assumed  a chronic  character. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  found  the  arrangements  of  the  intern  patients  to  be  of  a very  Intern  Patients, 
satisfactory  description.  The  diet  appeared  to  be  under  judicious  regulations,  and  it  was 
stated,  that  wine  and  other  extras  were  freely  allowed  whenever  circumstances  rendered 
them  necessary. 

The  general  management  of  the  combined  charities  resides  with  the  governors,  of  whom  General  Manaee- 
the  treasurer  is  one.  Regular  fixed  meetings  of  the  body  are  held,  at  wliich  all  are  equally  ment. 
entitled  to  be  present  and  to  vote,  but  it  is  stated  that  in  general  not  more  than  three  are  in 
the  habit  of  attending,  that  number  being  the  smallest  with  which  business  can  be  transacted. 

Voting  by  proxy  is  not  allowed. 

There  is  also  a managing  committee,  which  assembles  on  the  first  Monday  in  every  Managing 
month,  whose  province  it  is  to  ai-ra.nge  the  details  of  the  fever  hospital  and  of  the  dispensary.  Committee. 

The  apprehension  of  contagion  is  found  to  prevent  any  of  the  governors'  from  personally 

specting  the  first-mentioned  establishment. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  gentleman  who  discharges  the  duties  of  secretaiy  and  Officers  not 
treasurer  to  both  chaiities.  He  acts  without  remuneration,  but  has  not  entered  into  any  medical, 
security.  It  is  stated  by  the  witnesses,  that  this  appointment,  as  well  as  others,  has  been 
always  held  free  from  sectarian  distinctions. 

The  greater  part  of  the  aiticles  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  patients  and  attendants,  Stores, 
are  procured  from  persons  wholly  unconnected  with  the  institution.  Milk  and  oatmeal 
alone  are  provided  by  the  treasurer,  but  at  a price  rather  under  than  over  the  market  rate. 

A printed  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  was  submitted  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner.  ^ 

They  appeared  to  be  judicious  and  well  arranged. 

A detailed  statement  of  the  accounts  was  not  obtained,  but  the  general  sources  of  income  Funds  and 
were  represented  as  follows ; viz.  subscriptions,  donations,  and  a proportional  part  of  the  grant  Accounts, 
allotted  by  the  county  for  the  maintenance  of  three  fever  hospit^s. 
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Munsttr. 
County  Clare. 

Examinations  taken  bj 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  b. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq-,M.i>. 

County  C.larc 
Fever  Hospital. 


Medical  Officers. 
Payment. 
Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 

Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 

Intern  Patients. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  Magrath,  apothecary ; and  the  Apothecary  of  the  Institution. 

The  situation  of  the  present  hospital  is  in  a closely  inhabited  part  of  the  town  of  Ennis 
the  approach  to  it  being  confined ; but  a new  Fever  Hospital  and  a Cholera  Hospital  are 
about  to  be  built  forthwith  in  an  elevated,  open  and  detached  site,  removed  a short  distance 
from  the  town. 

The  present  house  is  but  one  story  high,  but  the  volume  of  atmosphere  which  the  patients 
respire  is  ample,  and  frequently  renewed. 

There  are  four  Physicians  attached  to  this  hospital.  The  salary  is  lOOZ.  per  annum 
equally  divided  between  the  four  medical  gentlemen.  The  apothecary  has  a salary  of  93/’ 
per  annum,  and  is  provided  with  lodging  and  coals.  There  is  also  a purveyor  at  25Z.  per 
annum,  and  lodging. 

The  records  of  names,  diets  and  expenditure  go  back  only  to  January  1832.  The  apothe- 
cary states  that  all  such  registers  up  to  that  period  were  tom  by  a dog ; they  went  back 
as  far  as  1817. 

The  gentlemen  examined  stated,  that  small  farmers  who  are  able  to  lend  money  to  their 
landlords,  are  in  the  habit  of  procuring  tickets  of  recommendation  from  their  landlords  to 
dispensaries  for  themselves  and  their  families,  thereby  defrauding  the  public. 

There  are  52  patients  now  in  the  house,  of  whom  45  are  in  the  active  stages  of  fever,  seven 
are  convalescent.  There  are  72  beds  capable  of  being  occupied,  but  the  allowance  of  bed- 
ding would  be  scanty  for  that  number. 

Admitted  from  February  1831  to  February  1832  : 

From  the  town  and  country  within  10  miles  -----  453 

From  the  country  exceeding  10  miles  ------  36O 

813 

Deaths  - 40 

Admitted  from  February  1832  to  Febiuary  1833 : 

From  the  town  and  country  within  10  miles  344 

From  the  country  exceeding  10  miles  ------  179 

523 

Deaths  - 33 

Admitted  from  February  1833  to  February  1834: 

From  the  town  and  country  within  10  miles  -----  326 

From  the  country  exceeding  10  miles  ------  439 

465 

Deaths  - --  --  --  --  --45 

Total  Number  of  Diets  dispensed  : 

In  the  year  1832  - - -----  - 12,275 

In  the  year  1833  -------  9,613 

The  daily  average  expense  for  subsistence,  fuel  and  candles  for  each  patient  amounts  to 
Supposing  that  60  beds  is  the  number  occupied  on  the  average  every  day  in  the  year,  the 
expense  per  bed  is  about  16  Z.  10  s. 


The  following  is  the  Diet  Table  : 

Diet.  Full  Diet. 

Breakfast  (to  be  served  precisely  at  nine  o’clock) : for  Adults,  one  quart  of  thick  stirabout, 
and  one  pint  of  new  milk,  or  if  it  disagrees,  half  a pound  of  bread.  Children,  one  pint^  of 
stirabout,  or  six  ounces  of  bread  and  one  pint  of  milk. 

Dinner  (to  be  served  precisely  at  three  o’clock)  : for  Adults,  six  ounces  of  boiled  beef  or 
mutton.  Children,  four  ounces  of-ditto,  two  pounds  ofboiled  potatoes  and  one  pint  ofbroth. 

Middle  Diet. 

Breakfast. — One  pint  of  stirabout,  and  half  a pint  of  new  milk. 

Dinner. — Four  ounces  of  bread,  one  pannakin  of  sweet  gruel,  one  pint  of  new  milk,  and 
the  common  hospital  drink  ad  libitum. 

Low  Diet. 

Breakfast.-, — Half  a pint  of  sweet  gruel,  or  a pint  of  stirabout. 

Dinner. — Half  a pint  of  sweet  gruel,  one  quart  of  milk  for  whey ; and  the  common  hos- 
pital drink  ad  libitum. 


lleceijjls  and 
Expenditure. 


1S31  : 

Feb.  21. 

To 

July  9. 

To 

Tlie  following  is  the  Abstract  of  the  Accounts  for  Three  Years,  from  February  1831 
to  February  1834. 

1832:  £.  s.  d 

Feb.  20.  By  52  weeks’  Salary  to  Physicians  - 109  4 ' 

By  one  year’s  Rent  of  Hospital  - • 5S  ‘ 

By  one  year’s  Salary  to  Apothecary  - 93  id  - 

By  Cash  for  Medicine  - - - 39  i J 

By  Gash  for  Body  Linen  - - -24- 

By  Salaries  to  Nurses,  Porters,  &c.  - 181  13  (■ 
By  Subsistence  for  Patients,  Fuel,  ^cc.  391  5 £ 
By  Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  • 67  3 - 


amount  of  Funds  in  Treasurer’s 


amount  of  Presentment  received  498  12 
interest  on  Funds  in  Savings 
Bank 53 


£•937  9 9 


£.937  9 9 
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£. 

By  52  weeks’ Salary  to  Physicians  - 109 
By  one  year’s  Rein  - - - - 53 

By  one  year’s  Salary  to  Apothecary  • 93 
By  Cash  for  Medicine  - • - 64 

By  Cash  for  Blankets, Rugs  & Sheeting  53 
By  Cash  for  Body  Linen  - - - 8 

By  Cash  for  Earthen  WaJ'e  > - 1 

By  Cash  for  sundry  Repairs  ■ ■ 3 

By  Salaries  for  Nurses,  Porters,  (S:c.  • 154 
By  Subsistence  for  Patients,  Fuel,  &c.  278 
By  Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  - 147 


s.  d. 
4 - 

l6  - 

9 10 
9 6 
4 10 

3 - 
15  8 

4 3 
«5 

19 


£.968  4 - 


£.  s.  d. 

By  52  weeks'  Salary  to  Physicians  - 109  4 — 
By  one  year’s  Rent  of  Hospital  - -532- 

By  one  year’s  Salary  to  Apothecary  - 93  16  - 
By  Cash  for  Medicine  - - - 39  10  6 

By  Cash  for  re-building  part  of  Hos- 
pital  73  17 

By  Cash  for  sundry  Repairs  - - S 6 2 

By  Cash  for  a Dietary  Book  - - 2 17  6 

By  Cash  for  Printing  and  Advertising  2 14  - 
By  Casli  for  Painting  and  Glaaing  - 7 5 — 

By  Cash  for  Nurses  and  Porters’ Salary  162  13  5 

By  Subsistence  for  Patients,  Fuel,  &c.  251  jg  5J 
By  Cash  for  Body  Linen  - - - 1 10  — 

By  Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  - 141  4 


£-‘)+7  19  9l 


Persons  who  attended  the  Exammation. 


Munster. 
County  Cork. 


W.  Bensett,  esq George  Dowden,  esq W.  B.  Kingston,  esq.,  treasurer. — Rev.  J.  Newman, 

rector. — The  Medical  Attendant;  and  the  Apothecary  of  the  Institution. 


Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
"W.P.  BorrettjCsq.,  M.  0. 


The  population  of  the  parishes  of  Ballymoodan  and  Kilbrogan,  amounting  to  nearly  Bandon 
.15,000,  have  no  other  dispensary  than  this,  in  which  to  seek  medical  relief.  There  ai'e  Fever  Hospital  and 
similar  institutions  at  Innishannon,  distant  about  three  miles,  and  at  Timoleague,  which  is  Dispensary. 

nearly  six  miles  off ; but  this  at  Bandon  is  considered  to  he  amply  sufficient  for  the  district,  

•wliich  has  not  a greater  extent  in  any  direction  than  five  miles.  The  witnesses  thought  that  Population  and 
this  establishment  afforded  a very  good  example  of  the  degree  to  which  a single  dispensaiy  Extent  of  Country, 
may  be  rendered  useful,  with  a single  physician,  and  would  propose  that  no  medical  district 
should  be  larger.  There  is  here  ample  accommodation  for  intern  patients,  and  great  benefit 
has  been  experienced  on  its  account. 

The  fever  hospital  is  well  placed,  on  an  elevated  site,  in  the  centre  of  an  open  space, 
outside,  but  close  to  the  town.  It  is  three  stories  in  height ; the  upper  floors  are  occupied  Building,  Furniture 
by  four  wards,  32  feet  by  15  each,  and  each  containing  five  loeds  for  the  treatment  of  fever.  Grounds. 

Tile  nurse-tenders  have  also  a small  room  on  each  floor.  The  gi’ound-floor  is  appropriated 
■to  the  dispensary  department,  and  contains,  in  addition,  three  small  rooms  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  superintendent  and  his  wife,  a kitchen,  store-room,  &c.  This  latter  branch 
is,  very  properly,  quite  distinct  from  the  hospital.  A wing  has  lately  been  added  to  the 
back  part  of  the  building,  and  of  the  same  height.  This  contains  two  spacious  wards,  with 
SIX  beds  in  each,  which  are  intended  for  the  reception  of  surgical  cases.  There  were  not  any 
patients  in  this  latter  division  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  and  there  were  only  two  in  the  fever 
hospital.  All  parts  of  the  establishment  appeared  clean  and  neatly  kept,  with  the  exception 
of  one  ward,  which  was  given  up  to  the  nurses  for  the  time,  and  was  in  very  filthy  condition. 

(One  slipper-bath  is  all  that  the  charity  possesses.)  The  ground  upon  which  the  building 
stands,  together  with  a field  and  garden,  in  all  about  an  acre,  is  held  at  an  annual  rent  of 
10  L The  house  is  the  property  of  the  institution. 

At  the  death  of  the  former  physician,  in  1827,  the  present  medical  attendant  was  appointed  Medical  Ofilcei  s. 
by  the  subscribers  to  act  in  his  place,  as  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur.  He  is 
at  present  35  years  of  age,  and  holds  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Edinburgh,  besides 
diplomas  from  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Dublin,  and  from  the  Lying-in  Hospital.  .Previous 
to  his  election  he  followed  his  profession  in  Bandon,  where  he  continues  to  reside  and  practise. 

He  attends  daily,  in  company  with  the  apothecary,  his  brother;  and  if  he  were  absent, 
the  latter  gentleman  is  bound  by  the  rules  to  supply  his  place,  miless  some  other  medical 
gentleman  undertook  the  charge  with  the  approbation  of  the  committee.  If  any  material 
or  continued  irregularity  were  to  occur  in  the  attendance  of  either  of  the  medical  officers, 
notice  of  it  would  be  given  to  the  committee,  who  would  immediately  inquire  into  the  cause 
Or  it,  and  take  steps  to  check  it.  Any  sudden  accident  is  sure  of  prompt  attention  from  one 

0.6.  p p QP 
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or  other  of  the  gentlemen,  as  they  reside  neai'  tlie  hospital,  and  the  superintendent,  who 
lives  in  it  would  not  fail  to  apprize  them.  The  apothecary  and  his  apprentice  dispense  tiie 
medicines,  which  are  administered  to  the  -patients  by  the  superintendent  and  nurse-tenders. 

The  physician’s  salary  is  90 1.  per  annum,  that  of  the  apotliecary  is  only  20 1.  There  is  not 
any  ’ allowance  made  to  either  for  horses  or  lodging. 

The  power  of  election  resides  in  the  subscribers.  A rule  requires  that  notice  of  a vacancy 
shall  be  given  in  the  newspapers,  detailing  the  qualifications  which  are  required  in  candi- 
dates. Bandon  possesses  a wealthy  neighbourhood,  and  there  are  two  other  medical  men 
residing  in  it.  No  regulations  exist  with  respect  to  superannuations  to  be  given  to  medi- 
cal  men  who  have  been  connected  with  this  charity.  The  committee  would  exercise  the  same 
vigilant  control  in  case  of  harshness  on  the  part  of  the  physicians  towards  tlie  poor,  which  we 
have  above  spoken  of  in  alluding  to  the  possible  irregularity  of  attendance  of  the  former. 

The  appearance  of  the  room  in  which  the  medicines  were  kept  was  very  satisfactory.  We 
found  it  to  contain  every  preparation  that  could  be  wished  for,  including  even  the  most 
expensive.  All  were  supplied  by  the  apothecary,  whose  terras  were  found  to  be  the  most 
reasonable  on  comparing  them  with  the  tenders  which  were  sent  in  by  many  other  druggists 
and  apothecaries.  The  treasurer  informed  us  that  he  had  paid  for  medicine  in  the  last  three 
years  as  follows,  viz. — , £ s d 

1831  - - - - - -66  6 10^ 

1832  - - - - - -58  12  4 

1833  - - - - - - 47  73 

The  resident  superintendent  is  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  the  medicines,  which  it  is 
never  permitted  to  sell  on  any  account,  (a7id  which  are  kept  quite  separate  from  those  in- 
tended for  private  practice.)  The  establishment  does  not  possess  any  surgical  instruments. 
Leeches  are  seldom  if  ever  used  in  the  fever  hospital;  in  the  practice  of  the  dispensary  they 
are  sometimes  resorted  to,  and  generally  for  opthalmic  affections. 

Two  registers  are  kept ; one  for  the  dispensary,  the  other  for  the  fever  hospital.  In  both  are 
entered  the  name,  residence  and  age  of  every  patient,  the  individual  who  recommended  him, 
the  nature  and  (as  far  as  it  can  be  done  with  dispensary  patients)  termination  of  his  disease. 


Tlie  following  is  an  extract : — 

1831. 

1832. 

1 1833. 

Dispensary  Patients 

Hospital  ditto 

- 152 

101 

78 

Total 

- 3,194  1 

2,622 

2,699 

At  the  time  of  our  visit  there  were  about  five  persons  on  tbe  books,  whom  the  physician 
visited  at  their  homes ; about  40  were  under  treatment  at  the  dispensary ; and  we  were  told 
that  in  general  there  were  about  100  tickets  in  circulation.  Capital  operations  are  not  under- 
taken, but  full  18  or  20  midwifery  cases  came  undei-  the  care  of  the  physician  in  tlie  last  year. 

Every  one  who  applies  for  relief  must  have  provided  himself  with  a recommendation; 
and  tliough  this  qualification  is  occasionally  given  to  servants,  yet,  for  tlie  most  part,  none 
participate  in  the  charity  but  those  who  really  stand  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance.  Sub- 
scribers are  to  a certain  degree  limited  in  the  number  of  tickets  which  they  are  permitted  to 
issue.  For  every  10s.  which  they  subscribe,  they  ai-e  entitled  to  recommend  one  patient. 
Still  no  difficulty  arises  in  the  case  of  poor  persons  who  may  not  be  generally  known,  as 
one  signature  is  sufficient,  and,  in  urgent  cases,  the  clergy  of  all  persuasions  are  authorized 
to  recommend. 

In  addition  to  the  sick  in  hospital  and  the  poor  prescribed  for  at  the  dispensary,  the 
indigent,  who  are  confined  by  illness,  are  visited  at  their  dwellings  as  often  as  their  cases 
require,  whether  by  day  or  night.  The  institution  is  also  provided  with  all  necessaries  for 
affording  immediate  assistance  to  accidents  and  sudden  casualties.  As  the  physician  is  only 
called  in  such  cases  of  lying-iu  women  as  present  some  unusual  features,  a great  deal  is  of 
course  dependent  on  the  discretion  of  the  midwives,  who  for  the  most  part  attend  poor 
women  of  this  district,  and  who,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  gTossly  deficient  in  the 
knowledge  requisite  for  their  situation.  Within  the  last  year  a very  melancholy  instance 
occurred,  where  a woman  met  with  her  death  under  circumstances  where  ordinary  skill 
might  have  prevented  such  a fatality.  The  physician  is  bound  to  perform  graluituous 
vaccination  every  Monday  morning,  and  his  opinion  in  favour  of  its  preventive  efficacy 
remains  unshaken,  as  he  has  uniformly  found  that  the  few  cases  of  small-pox  which  appear 
after  it  are  mild  and  comparatively  innocuous.  Small-pox  has  prevailed  but  little  here  of 
late  ; but  in  the  country  its  visits  are  more  frequent  and  occur  generally  in  tlie  spiring. 

The  medical  attendant  of  tliis  charity  finds  that  his  treatment  of  extern  patients  is  greatly 
furthered  by  the  power,  which  he  possesses,  of  occasionally  supplying  them  with  rice,  wme 
and  other  nourishment.  There  is  no  institution  in  the  neighbourhood  to  afford  the  same  or 
additional  aid,  but  part  of  a fund,  which  was  collected  during  the  time  of  great  distress, 
remains  applicable  to  the  purpose.  . ^ 

The  difficulty  of  acquiring  admission  as  an  intern  patient  is  not  very  great,  as  in  cases  ot 
fever  no  recommendation  is  requisite.  Where  that  disease  exists,  much  discrimination  is 
necessary  before  allowing  the  friends  of  patients  to  visit  them,  and  accordingly  such  are 
never  admitted  without  the  written  order  of  the  physician,  and  then  only  for  a few  pnnutes. 
The  sick  never  leave  the  walls  of  the  institution.  At  the  time  when  Bandon  was  visited  by 
the  cholera,  patients  labouring  under  it,  were  through  necessity  admitted  into  the  fever 
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nital  but  since  that  period  a separate  building  has  been  erected  for  the  former  disease. 

We  were  informed  that  a right  is  recognized  in  the  clergy  of  all  persuasions  to  visit  at  all 
. jijQge  persons  in  the  hospital  who  may  request  their  religious  aid.  We  understood 
repose  of  the  patients  was  sometimes  interrupted  by  the  superintendent’s  reading  aloud 
^ the  wards,  books  illustrative  of  his  own  private  religious  tenets ; but  these  lectures,  in 
the  opinion  of  some  persons  examined,  could  hardly  be  construed  into  an  annoyance  to  the 

tients  or  afford  matter  for  animadversion.  Cusack  Roney,  «ii. 

" The  dietary,  of  which  we  attach  a schedule,  is  one  to  which  we  cannot  refuse  our  appro-  w.p.Rarrett,esg.,>i 
bation  • it  contains  every  thing  that  may  seem  advisable  to  the  medical  attendant  to  make 

Full  Diet. 

Breakfast  pound  white  bread,  one  quart  of  tea  or  one  pint  of  milk. 

j)lnnir : Two  pounds  of  potatoes  or  half  a pound  of  white  bread,  one  pint  of  milk  or 

one  pound  of  meat  with  broth.  _ . . 

Su'pfer  .—  Half  a pound  of  white  liread,  one  pint  of  tea  or  one  pmt  ol  milk. 

Half  Diet. 

Breakfast : — Quarter  of  a pound  of  bread,  half  a pint  of  milk  or  one  pint  of  tea. 

Dinner.— One  pound  of  potatoes  or  a quarter  of  a pound  of  bread,  half  a pint  of  milk. 

Supper : — Quarter  of  a pound  of  bread,  one  pint  of  tea. 

Fever  Diet. 

Two  quarts  of  whey  or  two  quarts  of  tea,  two  quarts  of  oaten  meal  tea ; imperial  drink  ; 
and  in  cases  requiring,  broth,  beer,  wine  or  punch,  as  extras. 

Thei-e  is  not  any  hospital  clothing.  , „ r v 

The  general  management  rests  in  the  hands  of  the  74  subscribers,  all  ot  whom  are  General  Manags- 
summoned  annually  to  a general  meeting,  at  which  not  more  tlian  18  or  20  attend.  These,  ment. 
however,  are  sufficient  to  transact  business,  as  15  constitute  a quorum,  who  keep  minutes 
of  the  proceedings.  At  these  meetings  proxies  are  not  taken,  and  the  apothecary,  though 

a governor,  never  takes  a part.  . . . i,  j * * i x,  ■ 

%ere  is  also  a managing  committee  which  is  appointed  annually  and  meets  quarterly.  Managing 
To  this  which  is  controlled  by  a board  of  superintendence,  the  cave  of  the  institution  is  Committee, 
immediately  entrusted.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  governor  takes  sufficient  interest  m its 
affairs  to  direct  any  personal  attention  to  them  in  particular. 

Eveiv  year  the  subscribers  renew  the  selection  of  the  non-medical  officers,  who  all  act  Officers  not 
without  salary.  There  are  two  auditors  and  two  treasm-ers.  These  officers  do  not  give  any  medical, 
security,  as,  in  point  of  fact,  the  savings  bank  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  treasury,  since 
all  monies  are  there  lodged,  and  the  treasurers  draw  on  it.  ■ i • v l 

The  attendants  consist  of  the  superintendent  and  two  nurses ; all  three  reside  m the  house,  Attendants, 
but  have  not  any  perquisites.  The  former  has  20/.  per  annum,  and  is  appointed  at  the 
annual  meeting.  The  latter  have  each  5 s.  a week,  and  are  selected  and  may  be  discharged  x 
by  the  physician ; one  nurse-tender  lately  died  of  fever.  , , 

"The  only  article  of  which  a store  is  kept  is  medicine.  All  other  things  are  purchased  by  Stores, 
a sub-committee  of  three  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who  act  according  to  the  best  of  their 
judgment,  and  never  buy  any  thing  from  a governor,  if  we  except  the  apothecary.  , „ , 

There  is  printed  a set  of  very  excellent  regulations,  which  seem  admirably  adapted  tor  Kules. 
the  end  proposed,  and  have  never  been  found  inconvenient  in  practice.  i 

A report  of  all  things  connected  with  the  institution  is  annually  made  ; copies  ot  winch  ReporU. 

are  printed  for  circulation  among  the  subscribers  and  to  be  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 

The  total  receipts,  consisting  of  subscriptions  and  county  presentments,  were  for  the  last  Funds  and 


three  years  as  follows  ; viz. 


Accounts. 

Receipts 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - “ ' - 390  14  - 

1832  - 382  14  3 

1833  -------  381  14  5 

In  the  list  of  subscribers  will  be  found  none  of  the  poorer  classes.  It  appears  by  this  list 
that  the  institution  would  be  sensibly  affected  if  the  large  subscriptions  of  two  noblemen 
and  their  families  were  withdrawn.  One  nobleman  contributes  50  /.,  and  the  other  nearW  20 1. 

Still  it  is  not  thought  that  the  establishment  would,  cease  to  exist  m consequence  ot  such 
withdrawal.  We  did  not  hear  of  any  improper  stipulations  for  relief  to  be  given  m return 
for  contributions.  The  charity  does  not  possess  any  fixed  property,  and  consequently  has  not 
any  title-deeds  or  other  papers  of  the  kind.  . , , . n • 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  who  deposits  them  m the  savings  bank.  A sum  Collection, 
of  about  5 /.  is  entrusted  to  the  superintendent  to  meet  any  incidental  expenses. 

The  Expenditure  amounted  in — ^ ^ Expenditure. 

1830  - - - - - - - to  325  1 3 J 

1831  to  317  10  10 

1832  - - - - - - - to  322  4 5 

Previous  to  payment,  bills  must  be  examined  by  the  auditors  or  committee.  By  order  of 
the  latter  body  alone  can  the  treasurer  draw  on  the  bank.  • i , 

Accounts  are  made  up,  audited  and  reported  every  half  year.  The  full  statement  is  then  Accounts, 
printed,  and  the  grand  jury  and  each  of  the  subscribers  receives  a copy.. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  Robert  Eames,  treasurer  and  secretary The  Medical  Attendant;  and  the  Apothecary  of  the 

Institution. 

The  district  for  which  the  Buttevant  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  are  intended  reaches- 
in  some  directions  to  a distance  of  18  miles,  and  contains  a population  of  nearly  30,000  souls 
Taken  together  with  the  Doneraile  Dispensary,  which  is  about  four  miles  off,  they  are  found 
to  be  tolerably  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  is  stated  by  the  witnesses 
that  for  a considerable  period  there  has  been  no  instance  of  applications  for  relief  being 
refused.  This  observation  applies,  however,  more  particularly  to  the  objects  embraced  in 
the  designation  of  the  institution,  namely,  to  febrile  diseases ; as  much  stress  is  laid  on  the 
advantages  which  would  result  from  the  formation  of  a small  hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
surgical  disordei's  and  for  affording  immediate  assistance  in  cases  of  sudden  accident,  it  is 
suggested  that  the  country  might  be  divided  into  districts  proportionate  in  extent  to  the 
amount  of  contained  population,  and  that  while  every  such  medical  district  should  be  pro- 
vided with  a dispensary  for  tlie  diffusion  of  external  relief,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  attach  a 
small  hospital  to  a certain  number  of  them. 

The  building  is  of  stone,  and  two  stories  in  height.  It  stands  upon  about  a quarter' of  an 
acre  of  ground,  which  is  held  from  Lord  Doneraile,  at  an  annual  rent  of  Is.  The  situation 
has  been  judiciously  .selected  with  reference  to  pure  air,  being  on  an  elevation,  and  at  the 
same  time  well  supplied  with  wholesome  water,  and  allowing  of  proper  drainage.  The  interior 
of  the  house  contains  two  wards  for  patients,  each  30  feet  by  13  feet,  and  holding  at  present 
12  beds;  they  might,  however,  be  easily  made  to  yield  accommodation  to  24.  There  are 
also  two  apartments  occupied  by  the  servants  of  the  establishment,  together  with  a large 
room  for  the  dispensing  of  medicine,  and  a waiting  room.  All  these  I’ooms  are  well  furnished 
and  the  beds,  bedding,  &c.  are  in  tolerable  repair.  There  are  no  baths  nor  any  out-ofBces. 

The  medical  attendant,  who  is  also  engaged  in  private  practice,  resides  nearly  opposite  the 
institution,  and  is  obliged  to  attend  at  it  on  Mondays,  "Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  between 
the  hours  of  ten  and  four  o’clock.  He  is  at  present  in  his  thirty-sixth  year,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Glasgow  since  1817,  and  a Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  since  1825.  He  is  unconnected  with  any  other  public  establish- 
ment, and  is  attached  to  the  present  as  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur.  He  was 
educated  for  the  practice  of  midwifery  in  Glasgow.  lie  is  allowed  the  services  of  an 
assistant  in  the  dispensing  of  medicine,  and  one  or  the  otlier  is  always  on  the  spot  to  render 
aid  in  cases  of  emergency.  In  the  regular  discharge  of  their  duty,  both  are  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  merni)ers  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the  poor  are  in  the  habit  of  addressing 
an^  complaints  which  they  may  have  respecting  hai-shness  or  neglect. 

The  sdary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  100 1.  per  annum,  and  he  is  usually  allowed  25 1.  a 
year  for  the  payment  of  an  assistant.  In  the  present  year,  however,  this  sum  has  been 
reduced  to  20 1.,  and  it  forms  the  only  extra  allowance  of  the  physician. 

The  subscribers  of  one  guinea  annually  and  upwards  have  the  privilege  of  appointing  the 
medical  officer.  When  the  situation  was  last  vacant  no  steps  were  taken  to  ensure  competi- 
tion, and  the  intention  to  proceed  to  an  election  was  not  advertised,  it  having  been  merely  re- 
quired from  the  present  officer  that  he  should  produce  a diploma.  There  was  no  other  can- 
didate. No  length  of  seiwice  in  the  capacity  of  physician  is  considered  to  give  any  claim  for 
a superannuation  or  retiring  pension. 

The  pharmacy  contained  a good  supply  of  medicine  of  the  best  quality,  all  under  the 
immediate  care  of  the  assistant.  There  were  not  any  surgical  instruments,  but  of  medicines 
quinine  and  some  other  of  the  more  delicate  pi-eparations  had  been  provided;  the  drugs  had' 
been  procured  from  the  Messre.  Harrington  & Co.,  druggists  in  Cork,  and  it  is  not  permitted  to 
sell  any  part  of  them.  Tlie  cost  during  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows : — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - . 6G  - ~ 

1832  - - - - - - - - 42  -_ 

1833  - - - - - - - - 12  -- 


Leeches  are  occasionally  adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  hospital,  but  not  often.  The 
arrangements  for  facilitating  vaccination  are  of  the  best  kind,  and  the  public  have  latterly 
manifested  a growing  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  the  practice.  The  physician  speaks 
favourably  of  its  preservative  qualities,  and  states  that  it  prevents  small-pox  in  99  cases  out 
of  100.  The  latter  disease  has  ceased  to  be  frequent  in  the  Buttevant  district,  and  is  never 
propagated  by  inoculation  by  the  superintendent  of  the  dispensary,  although  no  express  rule 
exists  on  the  subject. 

At  the  time  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  fever  hospital  there  were  but  two 
patients  in  it.  They  were  informed  that  four  poor  persons  were  under  treatment  at  their  own 
houses,  and  that  the  average  number  of  applications  for  relief  at  the  dispensary  on  the  days 
of  public  attendance  was  about  23.  Nearly  45  cases  of  midwifeiy  had  been  attended  as 
extern  patients  during  the  preceding  three  years. 

No  applications  for  relief  are  attended  to,  except  when  supported  by  the  recommendation  of 
a subscriber.  However,  this  condition  does  not  operate  much  in  the  way  of  restriction,  as 
the  subscribers  are  authorized  to  issue  as  many  orders  as  they  think  proper,  and  their  own 
domestics  are  always  entitled  to  both  advice  and  medicine : neither  does  this  prmlege  lead 
to  any  abuse  in  another  way,  for  it  is  stated  that  none  are  relieved  except  those  whose  circum- 
stances render  them  fitting  objects  for  gi'atuitous  assistance. 
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Reliefis  o-ranted  to  extern  patients  botli  at  the  dispensary  and  in  their  own  dwellings,  when  Feveh 

nfined  by  sickness.  In  the  latter  case  the  physician  is  bound  to  visit  them  as  often  as  the  Hospitals. 

rhcumstances  of  the  case  may  render  necessary,  and  this  occurs  frequently  to  the  extent  of  — ~ 

three  or  four  times  in  the  course  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  The  physician  himself  states  that  Cwk 

« he  considers  daily  attendance  to  be  quite  indispensable  in  all  instances  of  acute  disorder,  and  ‘ 

that  it  can  only  be  remitted  with  safety  after  the  disease  has  assumed  a chronic  form.”  The  Examinations  lakan  l.y 

"nkitution  does  not  supply  bandages,  splints  or  other  articles  necesssary  for  the  proper  treat-  Cu_sack  Roney,  esq. 
ment  of  accidents.  The  surgeon”is,  however,  always  bound  to  attend  them.  Neither  does  it  ■'V.P.Boneti,esci.,M.n. 
profess  to  pay  attention  to  Iving-in  women,  as  the  medical  officer  is  not  liable  to  be  called 

upon,  except  where  parturition  has  become  complicated  or  protracted  This  defect  is  the  ^ ,„tl 

more  felt  as  the  class  of  midwives  into  whose  hands  the  poor  are  obliged  to  throw  themselves,  Dispensarv 
are  extremely  ignorant  and  unskilful,  and  are  frequently  the  cause  of  serious  injury  both  to 
the  mother  and  the  child.  No  other  prescriptions  for  the  poor  are  compounded  at  the  dispen- 
sary than  those  of  the  attending  physician.  •w  • i 

I'lie  intern  patients  of  the  fever  hospital  are  alone  supplied  with  any  articles  of  food.  iNounslnnent. 
However  necessary  wholesome  nourishment  may  be  at  certain  periods  of  convalescence, 
there  is  no  source  in  the  district  whence  the  poor  can  obtain  it,  if  inhabiting  their  own  dwellings. 

Persons  labouring  under  fever  are  alone  entitled  to  be  received  into  the  fever  hospital,  and  Intern  PalieiUs. 
there  is  never  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  admission ; whilst  they  remain  under  treatment, 
tlie  patients  are  never  allowed  to  leave  the  bounds  of  the  institution,  and  much  precaution  is 
used  in  allowing  their  friends  to  visit  them ; a privilege  admitted  only  under  very  strict  regu- 
lations. No  labour  is  ever  required  from  the  patients.  The  clergy  of  all  religious  denomi- 
nations have  free  access  to  the  wards  at  all  times,  so  that  any  inmate  can  obtain  the  services 
of  his  particular  pastor  at  whatever  time  he  desires.  There  have  not  been  any  instances  of 
improper  interference  with  the  religious  sentiments  of  the  patients,  nor  have  controversial  or 
theological  tracts  been  ever  circulated  among  them.  The  hospital  does  not  contain  a ward 
for  luiiatics.  Such  patients  are  always  sent  to  the  district  lunatic  asylum  in  Cork.  During 
the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  the  towai  a certain  portion  of  the  house  was  set  apart  for  the 
reception  of  those  who  were  attacked  by  the  epidemic. 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  regulated  according  to  a fixed  scale,  calculated  for  the  different  Diet, 
stages  of  sickness  and  convalescence,  but  wine  and  other  extras  are  always  allowed  when 
found  necessary. 

The  patients  retain  their  own  clothing,  as  the  institution  does  not  provide  hospital  dresses  Clothing. 

Forty-eight  annual  subscribers  constitute  the  governing  body  of  the  combined  institutions,  General  ftlauage- 
from  the  management  of  which  the  surgeon,  as  a salaried  officer,  has  always  been  expressly  meiit. 
excluded.  A general  meeting  of  the  governors  is  held  once  in  every  year,  at  which  those  who 
attend  (usually  about  ten)  enjoy  equal  privileges  as  to  voting.  ' No  fixed  number  is  consi- 
dered necessary  to  constitute  a quorum,  but  minutes  ot  the  preceedings  are  kept  with 
regulai'ity. 

A managing  committee  has  been  appointed,  but  the  members  of  it  have  ceased  to  assem-  Managing 
hie  for  the  transaction  of  business.  A board  of  superintendence  has  also  been  chosen  by  the  Committee, 
grand  juiy. 

The  right  of  appointing  the  non-medical  as  well  as  tlie  medical  officers  is  possessed  by  the  Officers  not 
subscribers  in  general.  Of  the  former  class  there  is  but  one— a gentleman  who  performs  medical, 
tlie  duties  of  both  secretary  and  treasurer  without  receiving  any  remuneration,  and  without 
being  required  to  enter  into  any  security.  His  election  is  renewed  ^nually,  and  by  open 
voting,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  that  it  is  influenced  by  sectarian  feelings. 

There  is  but  one  attendant,  namely,  a nurse,  who  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  but  who  .^ittenduiits. 
is  only  retained  so  long  as  her  conduct  is  approved  of  by  the  medical  superintendent.  She 
is  provided  with  an  apartment  in  the  house,  has  coals  and  candles,  and  is  allowed  the  use  of 
the  small  garden  which  is  attached  to  the  hospital.  Her  wages  are  five  shillings  weekly, 
paid  by  the  treasurer. 

The  several  articles  required  for  the  inteiiial  consumption  of  the  fever  hospital  are  pur-  Stores, 
chased  by  the  treasurer  as  they  happen  to  be  wanted.  Nothmg  is  procured  by  contract, 
and  the  treasurer  supplies  the  house  with  milk. 

No  printed  rules  have  been  promulgated  for  the  conduct  of  the  establishment.  The  only  Hides, 
regulation  in  existence  is  in  manuscri^  in  the  dispensary  book. 

As  neither  of  the  present  institutions  is  possessed  of  any  capital  stock,  whether  in  money  Funds  and 
or  land,  their  resources  are  limited  to  the  sums  received  from  annual  subscribers,  and  Accounts, 
from  the  grand  jury  by  a yearly  presentment.  The  continuance  of  the  fever  hospital  on  its  fteceii>ts. 
present  scale,  is  more  particularly  dependent  on  the  amount  of  subscriptions  ; but  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  witnesses,  that  though  by  their  decrease  it  would  be  very  materially  injured, 
yet  it  would  not  altogether  cease.  The  annual  subscribers  belong  exclusively  to  the  ricliei 
classes,  and  there  is  not  any  instance  of  their  contributions  being  accompanied  with  stipula- 
tions for  then-  being  allowed  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity.  The  following 
sums  were  received  from  them  : namely — 

£.  s.  d. 

In  1831  -------  113  13  - 

1832  -------  110  14  G 

1833  - - 8010- 

The  amount  of  grand  jury  presentments  was — 

1831  13.5  - - 

1832  - - 127  - - 

1833  - ----  - 92  17  - 
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The  monies  of  the  charity  remain  e.^clusively  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  until  they 
are  required  for  current  expenses. 

A stoteraent  of  the  annual  income  aitd  expenditure  is  prepared  at  the  termination  of  each 
year,  and  is  submitted  by  the  treasurer  to  the  subscribers  at  their  general  meeting.  Copies 
of  it  are  likewise  laid  before  the  members  of  the  grand  jury. 

The  practice  of  the  fever  hospital  is  in  some  measure  made  available  for  medical  and 
surgical  instruction.  Students  are  occasionally  admitted,  who  are  allowed  to  assist  in  makincr 
up  medicine,  and  to  attend  the  physician  in  his  treatment  of  intern  and  extern  patients.  Their 
admission  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  within  the  last  four  years 
there  have  been  six,  of  whom  one  still  remains.  Two  of  them  paid  some  small  fee  for  the 
liberty  granted  to  them ; one  fee  was  appropriated  to  the  funds  of  the  hospital,  the  other 
was  given  to  the  physician.  No  lectures  are  given,  and  dissections  are  not  permitted.  As 
to  “ post  mortem”  examinations,  they  are  not  prohibited  by  the  subscribers;  but  on  account 
of  the  aversion  in  which  they  are  held  by  the  poorer  classes;  they  can  only  be  adopted  on 
bodies  which  remain  unclaimed.  Even  in  such  cases  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  use  the 
utmost  precautions  for  ensuring  secrecy;  and  the  medical  attendant  observes,  that  he 
believes  the  poor  are  not  aware  that  any  dissections  take  place  within  the  walls  of  the 
nstitutiou. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Coghlan-,  protestant  clergyman. — W.  M.  Drew,  esq. — Rev.  Patrick  Duogan,  catholic 
curare. — John  Kennears,  esq.,  treasurer. — P.  Lambert,  esq. — Lieut.  Lambert,  r.  n. — John 
Olden,  esq. — Henry  Seymour, esq — Rev.  Patrick  Sullivan, catholic  curate. — Bartholomew 
Vesung,  esq. — Rev.  H.  Vise,  protestant  clergyman. — The  Three  Medical  Attendants  of  the 
Institution. 

The  district  of  the  present  institution  is  very  accurately  defined  by  the  limits  of  the 
Island  of  Cove,  which  contains  a population  of  about  11,000  souls,  and  does  not  in  any 
direction  extend  to  a greater  distance  than  five  miles,  so  that  all  parts  of  it  are  within 
the  reach  of  medical  assistance.  The  situation  of  the  fever  hospital  is  considered 
judicious ; but  it  is  thought  tliat  greater  advantages  might  be  derived  from  the  dispensary, 
if  it  had  been  established  in  a more  central  spot.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  stated  that  the 
medical  officers  have  never  been  obliged  to  refuse  relief  to  any  one.  The  accommodation 
possessed  by  the  fever  hospital  is  found  to  be  abundantly  sufficient,  particularly  in  design, 
but  the  members  of  the  committee  who  were  spoken  to  on  the  subject,  express  a strong 
wish  that  one  or  two  of  the  wards  on  the  ground  floor  could  be  appropriated  to  the  reception 
of  accidents  and  other  surgical  cases. 

The  building  stands  upon  a piece  of  ground  granted  by  the  proprietor  for  the  erection  of 
the  hospital.  It  was  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  by  a grant  from  the  grand  jury. 
The  ground,  extending  to  about  one  acre,  is  laid  out  as  a garden,  with  gravelled  walks. 
The  building  is  of  stone,  of  two  stories  in  height,  and  in  good  repair  throughout,  with 
the  exception  of  the  windows.  The  wards  are  four  in  number,  two  sick  wards,  each  30  feet 
by  20  feet,  and  two  convalescent  wards,  each  16  feet  by  12  feet.  Taken  together,  they  are 
capable  of  accommodating  32  patients,  including  8 convalescents.  There  is  also  an 
apothecary’s  shop,  12  feet  by  10,  and  a waiting-room,  besides  three  rooms  occupied  by  the 
nurse  and  servants.  The  situation  of  the  institution  is  well  chosen,  so  far  as  regards  the 
advantages  of  pure  air;  but  it  labours  under  a very  serious  defect  in  being  unprovided  with 
water ; there  is  a well  on  tiie  premises,  but  being  out  of  repair,  it  has  ceased  to  yield  any 
supply,  and  the  state  of  the  funds  has  prevented  its  being  put  in  order.  The  wards  are 
well  ventilated,  and  the  position  of  the  house  being  on  high  ground,  over  the  town,  with  a 
southern  aspect,  tlie  precaution  has  been  taken  of  fitting  Venetian  blinds  to  the  windows, 
which  are  at  the  same  time  a defence  against  sun  and  wind.  The  furniture  is  in  good 
order,  and  there  is  a slipper-bath  for  the  use  of  the  patients.  The  out-offices  are  commo- 
dious and  well  arranged,  including  a wash-house,  bath-house,  &c. 

There  are  three  medical  attendants,  two  of  them,  who  act  as  physicians  and  accoucheurs, 
are  Doctors  in  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh;  the  third,  who  acts  only  as, 
surgeon,  is  a.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London.  They  are  all  in 
private  practice;  and  in  case  of  occasional  absence,  arc  accustomed  to  do  duty  in  each 
other’s  place.  They  are  also  qualified  to  practise  midwifery,  for  which  department  the  two 
physicians  were  educated  in  Edinburgh,  and  the  surgeon  in  London.  The  hours  of  attend- 
ance at  the  institution  are  from  9 till  12  daily;  and,  as  all  three  reside  in  the  town  of  Cove, 
within  half  a mile  of  the  hospital,  the  duty  is  never  performed  by  proxy ; and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  it,  they  are  subject  to  the  control  of  the  committee,  before  whom  any  complaint 
may  be  laid  by  a subscriber,  through  the  treasurer.  In  like  manner,  if  a poor  person  feel 
that  he  has  been  treated  with  harshness  or  neglect,  he  can  obtain  redress  by  bringing  Ids 
statement  under  the  consideration  of  the  same  fiody. 

An  annual  salary  of  33/.  6s.  8c/.  is  given  to  each  of  the  medical  officers,  without  any 
allowance  for  horses  or  lodging. 

They  are  elected  by  the  subscribers,  each  of  whom  is  entitled  to  vote,  if  he  have 
contributed  one  guinea  to  the  funds  of  the  institution.  When  a vacancy  occurs,  notice  of 
the  intention  to  fill  it  is  given  in'  the  newspapers.  The  candidates  (of  whom  there  were  three 
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at  the  lasfelection)  are  expected  to  be  possessed  of  the  degree  of  M.D.  if  they  seek  for  the 
situation  of  physician,  and  of  tlie  diploma  of  a College  of  Surgeons,  if  they  seek  to  fill 
that  of  surgeon.  No  limitation  as  to  age  is  ever  made,  nor  is  any  reierence  made  to  the  giund 
iurv  with  respect  either  to  the  appointment  or  to  tlie  qualifications  of  the  individual 
selected.  Cove  and  the  surrounding  country  contains  a large  number  of  wealthy  individuals, 
and  there  are  several  medical  men  settled  in  the  town;  but  it  is  thought  that  none  of  them 
would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  charge  of  attending  on  the  hospital  and  dispensary 
■ivithout  receiving  Temuneration.  Tlrere  has  been  no  mortality  among  the  officers  who  have 
hitherto  been  connected  with  these  institutions,  nor  are  they  entitled  to  pensions  on  retiring 
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from  them.  . Fever  Hospital  and 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  every  thing  connected  with  the  pharmaceutical  depart-  Dispensary. 

ment  in  good  order.  There  was  a fair  supply  of  medicine,  which  was  procured'by  contract  — 

from  the  house  of  Hairington  & Company,  druggists  in  Cork,  and  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer.  It  was  under  the  care  of  the  matron,  and  was  reserved  strictly  for  the  uses  of  Pliarmacy 
the  establishment.  The  poor  are  vaccinated  gratuitously  at  the  dispensary  by  the  medical 
officers,  who  are  restricted  from  practising  inoculation  with  variolous  matter.  Speaking  of 
the  effects  of  vaccination,  the  senior  physician  observes,  that  “after  an  experience  of  25 
years,  he  is  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is,  if  not  altogether  preventive  of  small-pox,  yet 
certainly  calculated  to  mitigate  the  intensity  of  that  disease.”  The  same  witness  “has 
seen  small-pox  occurring  a second  time  in  the  same  individual,  and  proving  the  disease 
has  become  common  of  late,  and  more  particulaiiy  during  the  last  spring,  owing  to  the 
diffusion  of  variolous  matter  by  itinerant  inoculators.”  This  statement  is  confirmed  by  the 
testimony  of  the  junior  physician  who  “has  at  this  moment  imder  his  care  two  very  severe 
cases  of  small-pox  induced  by  inoculation.”  This  witness  adds,  that  “ at  certain  tinres  the 
numbers  who  apply  to  be  vaccinated  are  very  remarkable,”  and  he  has  traced  the  increase  to 
the  poor  being  alai-med  at  the  practice  of  the  above-mentioned  quacks,  being  afraid  of  the 
small-pox  getting  into  their  families.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  efficacy  of  vacci- 
nation is  said  to  be  increasing.  . r,  • . n • 

The  following  extract  from  the  Report  published  for  the  year  ending  June  SOth,  1834,  will  Patients  Regis- 
enable  a judgment  to  be  foiined  of  the  manner  in  which  the  registration  of  patients  is  con-  tration. 
ducted,  and  of  the  degree  to  which  the  poor  have  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the 


combined  institutions : — 


DISPENSARY  llEPORT.  1 FEVER  HOSPITAL  REPORT. 


DISEASES. 

Admitted. 

Cured. 

Died. 

Remaiu. 

Admitted. 

Cored.  Died. 

1 Remain. 

1 

Acute 

54° 

524 

12 

4 

45 

40  3 

2 

Surgical 
Midwifery  - 
Vaccinated  - 

210 

24 

240 

206 

24 

1 

3 

Average  of  Deaths  from  Fever  - 
Ditto  ditto  of  oihw  Diseases  • 

- - 1 ill  15 

- - 1 in  6-2 

Total  - - - 

J»330 

26 

39 

The  register  is  kept  by  the  medical  gentlemen,  who  are  bound  to  attend  to  all  applications 
made  in  ffie  proper  foim,  but  ai-e  at  liberty  afterwards  to  remonstrate  with  the  subscriber  if 
they  have  reason  to  think  that  an  improper  person  has  been  recommended.  At  the  date  of 
the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit,  the  fever  hospital  did  not  contain  a single  patient,  but 
they  were  informed  that  about  14  persons  were  under  treatment  at  their  own  homes,  and  that 
there  were  about  40  applications  for  advice  and  medicine  each  day  at  the  dispensary. 

Every  application  for  medical  aid  must  be  supported  by  the  recommendation  of  a sub-  Who  entitled  to 
scriber,  and  this  condition  is  not  deviated  from  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency ; so  Relief, 
great,  however,  is  the  facility  of  obtaining  these  orders,  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  each 
subscriber  being  entitled  to  issue  in  his  own  name  whatever  number  of  them  he  pleases, 
that  it  occasionally  happens  that  individuals  who  could  very  well  afford  to  pay  for  profes- 
sional assistance,  contrive  to  abuse  tbe  charity  by  obtaining  it  gratuitously.  Strangers  if 
indigent  are  never  refused  relief.  , 

The  dispensary  is  intended  to  supply  advice  and  medicine  gratuitously  to  all  persons  who  Extern  PaticiUs. 
apply  for  it  under  the  proper  conditions,  and  in  addition,  those  who  are  unable  to  ap])ly  in 
person  are  visited  at  their  own  dwellings  by  one  or  other  of  the  medical  officers  as  often  as 
may  be  necessary,  it  being  considered  indispensable  that  all  acute  cases  should  be  seen  by 
the  physician  at  least  once  a day.  Accidents  also  meet  with  immediate  attention,  and 
splints  and  bandages  are  supplied  by  the  institution.  Lying-in  cases,  liowever,  are  only 
attended  when  they  present  any  features  of  difficulty;  under  ordinary  circumstances  they  are 
treated  by  midwives,  who,  tirough  possessed  of  little  skill,  are  not  accused  of  being  the  cause  • 
of  much  mischief.  It  is  supposed  that  the  mortality  in  child-birth  does  not  exceed  one  in 
five  hundred.  , > 

Those  who  seek  admission  as  intern  patients  ai’e  expected  to  bring  a written  recommend-  Intern, 
ation  from  a subscriber,  authenticated  by  his  signature ; this  is  easily  obtained.  The  fever 
patients  are  not  allowed  to  leave  the  bounds  of  the  institution  during  the  course  of  their 
treatment,  and  they  are  prevented  from  holding  any  intercourse  with  their  friends.  At  no 
period  are  they  called  upon  to  engage  in  work,  and  their  orderly  conduct  is  ensured  by  the 
enforcement  of  certain  rules  framed  for  the  purpose.  Tliere  is  no  ward  for  lunatics,  but 
0.5.  p p 4 during 
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diu’ing  tlie  prevalence  of  cholera,  persons  labouring  under  that  disease  were  admitted.  Al- 
though chaplains  are  not  attached  to  the  institution,  the  clergy  of  all  religious  persuasions 
are  considered  to  ;possess  a right  of  admission  to  any  inmates  who  may  wish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  their  spiritual  services.  At  the  same  time  it  is  stated  by  the  witnesses  that  there  has 
never  been  an  instance  of  improper  interference  with  the  opinions  of  the  patients,  whether  on 
the  part  of  clergy  or  laity ; neither  have  controversial  tracts  been  allowed  circulation  in  the 
wards. 

Tlie  food  of  ' the  patients  is  regulated  according  to  a fixed  standai'd,  which  distinguishes 
the  daily  rations  into  full,  middle  and  low  diet.  It  is  customary,  also,  to  add  whatever 
extras,  such  as  wine,  beer,  fruit,  &c.  may  be  required. 

Each  patient  is  put  into  a bath  after  admission,  and  if  he  have  not  brought  a change  of  linen 
with  him,  he  receives  a suit  of  hospital  clothing  to  be  kept  during  his  stay.  In  the  mean 
time  his  own  clothes  are  cleansed,  purified,  and  laid  aside  until  his  fiiaal  departure. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  subscribers,  who  were  originally  allowed  to  vote 
by  proxy.  This  privilege  was,  however,  rescinded  about  two  years  previous  to  the  date  of 
this  evidence. 

The  affairs  of  the  institution  are  more  particularly  under  the  control  of  a managing  com- 
mittee appointed  annually,  of  which  the  members  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every 
month  at  the  Naval  Hotel,  to  audit  accounts,  &c.  Minutes  are  always  kept  of  their  proceed- 
ings, which  are  subject  to  the  inspection  of  a board  of  superintendence  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  county. 

There  is  but  one  non-medical  officer,  namely,  the  treasurer,  who  also  acts  in  the  capacity 
of  secretary.  This  gentleman  though  receiving  no  remuneration  for  Iiis  services,  has  entered 
into  a security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties.  His  appointment  is  renewed 
annually,  and  is  independent  of  any  sectarian  prejudices. 

The  attendants  consist  of  a matron  or  housekeeper,  a nurse,  a kitchen-maid,  and  a servant 
of  all  work.  They  were  all  appointed  at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  and  are  paid 
monthly  by  the  treasurer.  The  matron  receives  22/.  8s.  a year,  and  the  general  servant  12/.; 
none  are  provided  with  diet.  During  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  two  nurses  died  of  that 
disease,  but  none  have  ever  died  of  fever. 

The  various  articles  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  establishment  are  procured  by  the 
committee,  nothing  being  ever  purchased  either  from  a subscriber  or  officer. 

Twice  a year  a report  is  prepared  and  laid  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  affairs  of  the  fever 
hospital  and  dispensary  combined ; in  addition  to  which  a statement  of  the  number  of  persons 
admitted  to  the  fever  hospital  is  submitted  to  the  committee  at  the  termination  of  each 
month.  One  only  of  the  half-yearly  reports  is  printed. 

The  institution  has  no  other  sources  of  income  than  voluntary  subscriptions  and  an  annual 
grant  fi-om  the  grand  jury.  There  is  but  little  disproportion  among  the  sums  given  by  the 
several  contributors,  who  all  belong  to  the  richer  classes  of  society.  The  income  during  each 
of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Subscriptions  - 
Presentments  - 


1 1831. 

1832. 

i £.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

-• 

- 

- 

91  - - 

85  8 4 

- 

- 

170  - - 

147  - - 

The  treasurer  takes  upon  himself  the  trouble  of  collecting  the  subscriptions ; he  issues 
notices  to  the  individuals  whose  contributions  may  be  due,  and  the  money  remains  in  liis 
hands  until  required. 

Tlie  principal  heads  of  expenditure  are,  salaries  to  medical  officers,  wages  to  mafton  and 
servants,  medicines,  groceries,  chandleries,  repairs,  &c. ; and  the  following  table  shows  what 
was  actually  expended  on  the  fever  hospital  and  dispensary  combined  during  the  last 
three  years : — 


£.  s.  d. 

Year  ending  June  30th,  1832  -----  262  2 6 

Ditto  ditto  1833  -----  241  14  2 

Ditto  ditto  1834  -----  199  24  _ 


All  bills  presented  for  payment  must  have  been  examined  by  the  committee  before  they 
can  be  discharged  by  the  treasurer. 

Although  the  accounts  are  made  up  at  the  conclusion  of  each  month,  as  already  mentioned, 
tl’.ey  are  only  forwarded  to  the  grand  jury  twice  in  the  year. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

W.  Campbell,  esq. — Mr.  John  Cariioll.— Thomas  Perrott,  e%. — Rev.  James  White,  curate. 
One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Institution. 

The  Fermoy  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  is  intended  for  the  relief  of  a district 
which  contains  about  12,000  iuhabitants.  The  surrounding  country  is,  however,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  witnesses,  provided  with  rather  more  sources  of  medical  assistance  than 

the 
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the  wants  of  the  population  really  require,  and  there  are  three  dispensaries  within  four  miles 
of  the  town  of  Fermoy,  namely,  at  Rathcormac,  Glanwoiih  and  Kihvorth.  It  is  considered- 
that  a dispensary  might,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  made  available  for  a district  of 
four  or  even  five  miles  in  diameter,  so  far  at  least  as  extern  relief  is  concerned.  It  were 
much  to  be  desired  that  medical  districts  of  judicious  extent  were  generally  formed,  and  that 
small  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  such  patients  were  attached  to  each  or  to  a certain 
number  of  them,  varying  of  couree  according  to  the  amount  of  population  which  they 
contained. 

The  hospital  is  a stone  building  two  stories  in  height,  and  is  advantageously  situated  on 
high  ground.  It  is  provided  witli  good  sewers,  but  it  is  extremely  deficient  in  the  supply  of 
•water.  Besides  a waiting-room  and  two  apartments  appropriated  to  the  attendants,  it 
contains  six  wards,  holding  28  beds,  of  which  eight  are  intended  for  surgical  patients  and  the 
remainder  for  the  reception  of  persons  labouring  under  fever.  There  is  a slipper-bath  for  the  use 
of  the  patients,  and  the  furniture  is  in  general  m a state  of  good  repair.  The  building  stands 
on  a small  plot  of  ground,  and  the  entire  premises  are  held  in  lieu  of  an  annual  subscription 
from  the  agent  of  Sir  James  Anderson,  without  any  lease.  This  mode  of  tenure  is  liable  to 
many  objections,  and  it  were  certainly  much  better  that  this  and  all  similar  establishments 
were  the  property  of  the  county  which  maintains  them. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  institution  consists  of  two  physicians  and  two  consulting  physi- 
cians. Tlie  physicians  in  ordinary  (whose  respective  ages  are  33  and  50)  discharge  at ’the 
same  time  the  duties  of  physician,  surgeon  and  apothecary.  The  first  is  a graduate  of  the 
Edinburgh  University,  the  second  of  tfie  University  of  Glasgow,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London.  They  were  appointed  to  the  situation  in  the  year 
1834,  at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  and  previous  to  that  period  they  had  been 
engaged  in  private  practice  in  the  towm  of  Fermoy,  and  they  still  continue  so.  Both  of  them 
reside  within  a short  distance  of  the  hospital,  at  which  they  are  obliged  to  attend  daily  fi-om 
12  until  2 o’clock.  This  they  do  in  rotation,  and  when  circumstances  require  the  absence  of 
either,  his  place  is  supplied  by  his  colleague.  They  received  their  education  in  midwifery  at 
the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital.  The  senior  physician  is  also  the  medical  superintendent  of 
the  Glenville  Dispensary;  the  junior  does  not  hold  any  second  appointment.  The  authority 
possessed  over  the  medical  officers  by  the  committee  is  said  to  be  quite  sufficient  for  ensuring 
the  regular  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  it  is  further  stated  that  the  poor  have  at  all  times 
the  power  to  obtain  redress  for  harshness  or  neglect  manifested  to  them,  by  layino-  a com- 
plaint before  one  of  the  committee  or  of  the  subscribers.  The  medicines  prescribed  by  the 
physicians  are  compounded  in  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  White  Sc  McNamara,  whose 
foreman  is  a licentiate  apothecary.  They  are  then  administered  to  the  patients  by  the 
matron. 

Of  the  medical  attendants  two  of  the  physicians  alone  receive  any  payment ; their  salary  is 
50  Z.  per  annum  each.  The  apothecaries  receive  20 1,  per  annum. 

It  has  been  already  intimated  that  the  privilege  of  electing  the  physicians  is  possessed  by 
the  subscribers  ; it  should,  however,  be  added,  that  it  is  limited  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to 
those  whose  contribution  amounts  to  1 Z.  1 s.  per  annum.  The  qualifications  which  they 
require  in  candidates  are  the  possession  of  a diploma  from  some  university  or  college  of 
surgeons,  but  without  any  restriction  as  to  age.  When  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  situation  an 
advertisement  is  usually  inserted  in  the  newspapers  inviting  candidates  to  come  forward,  and 
informing  them  of  the  day  on  which  it  is  intended  that  the  election  shall  he  held.  On  occa- 
sion of  the  last  vacancy  five  candidates  presented  themselves  and  the  selection  of  the  sub 
scribers  was  final,  no  reference  being  made  on  the  subject  to  the  grand  jury.  This  absence 
of  a conti'olling  power  in  making  appointments  is  a defect  which  should  certainly  be  remedied 
by  vesting  a discretionary  veto  on  all  elections  in  some  superior  authority.  The  Assistant 
Commissioners  inquired  as  to  the  probability  of  any  of  the  four  or  five  medical  gentlemen 
who,  they  were  informed,  resided  in  the  district  of  Fermoy,  being  willing  to  undertake  the 
charge  of  the  hospital  and  dispensary  gratuitously.  It  was  stated  that  such  was  not  by  any 
means  likely  to  be  the  case.  Amongst  the  medical  men  connected  with  the  institution  no 
mortality  has  ever  taken  place.  They  are  not  entitled  to  any  retiring  allowances. 

The  room  ^vhich  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  apothecary  is  kept  with  much  neatness. 
The  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  the  drawers  and  bottles,  were  all  in  good  order,  and  there  was 
an  adequate  supply,  not  only  of  tlie  more  ordinary  medicines,  but  also  of  quinine,  and  some 
otiier  more  delicate  and  expensive  preparations.  Everything  was  supplied  by  the  apothe- 
caries of  the  institution,  and  in  their  absence  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  matrons, 
being  quite  distinct  from  the  general  stock  of  those  officers,  which  they  kept  for  sale. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  cost  of  medicine  in  the  year  1832  was  - - .'50  - - 

Ditto  ditto  - - 1833  - - - 50  - - 

is  expected  that  in  the  present  year  (1834)  it  will  not  exceed  35  f. 

The  institution  is  very  deficient  in  its  stock  of  surgical  instruments,  which  extends  no  further 
tlian  a stomach  pump.  It  is  impossible  that  the  objects  of  the  cliarity  can  be  fulfilled  while 
such  a want  continues  to  exist.  Leeches  are  occasionally  made  use  of;  they  are  procured,  as 
needed,  from  the  apothecaries.  The  arrangements  which  have  been  made  for  facilitating 
vaccination  are  worthy  of  credit.  The  children  of  the  poor  are  gratuitously  vaccinated  when- 
present  them,  and  it  is  stated  by  the  medical  attendants  that  the  confidence 
ot  the  public  in  the  benefits  of  the  practice  is  very  materially  on  the  increase.  Their  own 
opmion  is  very  decidedly  in  favour  of  its  preventive  efficacy,  and  they  represent  the  disease 
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oI  small  pock  as  having  become  comparatively  rare  of  late  years.  Inoculation  with  the  mat- 
ter of  small  pock  is  never  performed  by  either  of  the  medical  attendants,  although  the  rules 
of  the  institution  allow  them  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  on  the  subject. 

The  physicians  keep  a register  of  the  number  of  patients  who  are  admitted  into  the  hos- 
pital, from  which  it  appears  that  the  number  of  admissions  averages  about  one  hundred  in 
each  year.  A copy  of  the  register  is  annually  laid  before  the  grand  jury.  At  the  time  that 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  combined  establishments  the  hospital  contained  but 
seven  intern  patients,  but  it  was  stated  that  five  persons  were  under  treatment  at  their  own 
dwellings,  and  that  nearly  30  patiente  were  usually  supplied  with  advice  and  medicine  at  the 
dispensary  on  each  day  that  it  was  open  for  applicants. 

All  applications  for  extern  relief  are  indiscriminately  attended  to,  but  with  respect  to  those 
persons  who  seek  admission  into  the  hospital,  it  is  expected  that  they  shall  have  provided 
themselves  with  a i-ecoramendatory  order  from  a subscriber.  However,  this  regulation  is  not 
calculated  to  limit  the  sphere  of  relief  in  any  material  degi-ee,  inasmuch  as  the  subscribers 
are  at  liberty  to  issue  as  many  orders  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  each  order  is  rendered 
valid  by  a single  signature.  This  facility  renders  them  perfectly  attainable,  even  by  strangers 
or  by  persons  unknown  to  the  subscribers.  It  is,  at  the  same  time  stated,  that  no  individuals 
have  been  known  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  beyond  those  for  whom  its 
resources  were  originally  intended,  and  whose  circumstances  justly  entitled  them  to  gratui- 
tous assistance. 

The  attendance  on  extern  patients  is  not  restricted  to  the  dispensary.  If  they  be  unable, 
from  sickness,  to  come  thither  they  are  visited  by  one  of  the  medical  attendants  at  their  own 
homes,  and  this  attention  is  frequently  repeated  two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of  the  day 
when  the  case  requires  it.  The  physician  who  was  present  at  tliis  examination  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that,  “ less  than  one  visit  a day  was  not  likely  to  be  productive  of  much  good 
where  the  disorder  was  in  an  acute  stage,  occasional  attendance  being  of  little  or  no  use 
except  in  chronic  diseases.”  There  is  one  class  of  patients  on  whom  the  physicians  are  not 
bound  to  attend,  namely,  women  in  their  confinement.  Such  persons  are  not  entitled  to  the 
gratuitous  services  of  the  medical  attendants,  unless  their  condition  be  one  of  difficulty  or 
compheation.  In  ordinary  circumstances  they  are  placed  under  the  treatment  of  midwives, 
who  are,  in  general,  so  grossly  ignorant,  that  injury  to  both  mother  and  child  is  far  from 
being  unfrequent.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  examined  the  prescription  hook ; the 
remedies  contained  in  it  appeared  judicious,  and  consisted  entirely  of  what  had  been  ordered^ 
by  the  medical  attendants  of  the  institution,  no  prescriptions  being  ever  compounded  with 
the  drugs  of  the  establishment  except  theirs. 

Articles  of  food  are  only  supplied  to  the  intern  patients.  There  is  no  charity  within  the 
district  for  furnishing  wine,  or,  indeed,  anything  beyond  medicine  to  the  sick  poor  at  their 
own  dwellings. 

Persons  seeking  admission  into  the  hospital  must  come  provided  with  a recommendation 
signed  by  two  members  of  the  committee,  and  if  they  be  not,  strictly  speaking,  in  the  class  of 
absolute  paupers,  they  are  also  required  to  pay  to  the  funds  of  the  institution  the  sum  of 
2 s.  6 d.  a.  week  during  their  stay  in  it.  An  intern  patient  is  never  allowed  to  go  beyond  the 
garden,  and  his  friends  are  only  permitted  to  visit  him  on  producing  an  order  from  the 
attending  physician.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  cholera  the  lower  part  of  the 
house  was  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  patients  labouring  under  the  disease.  Every  faci- 
lity is  afforded  to  ministers  of  the  different  sects,  in  approaching  persons  of  their  own  reli- 
gious persuasions  who  may  happen  to  be  in  the  hospital,  and  the  inmates  can,  at  all  times, 
see  their  respective  clergymen,  by  expressing  a wish  to  that  effect.  It  is  stated  that  there 
has  never  been  an  instance  of  improper  interference  with  the  doctrinal  opinions  of  the  sick, 
on  the  part  either  of  clergy  or  laity. 

The  diet  of  the  intern  patients  is  arranged  according  to  a fixed  schedule  ; but  extras,  such 
as  wine,  porter,  &c.,  are  freely  allowed,  whenever  the  physician  in  attendance  represents  them 
as  necessary. 

Before  the  admission  into  the  wards,  their  own  clothing  is  removed  from  the  patients,  and 
they  are  supplied  with  shirts,  shifts  and  nightcaps  so  long  as  they  remain  in  the  esta- 
blishment. 

The  supreme  control  over  all  the  affairs  of  the  combined  charities,  rests  with  the  subscribers 
at  large,  of  whom  a general  meeting  is  held  every  year,  in  the  month  of  January.  This 
meeting  is  usually  very  fully  attended,  and  as  the  medical  officers  are  not  subscribers,  they 
are,  of  course,  excluded  from  taking  any  part  in  its  proceedings. 

The  details  of  management  are  entrusted  to  a committee  of  management  consisting  of 
twelve  members  together  with  the  several  clergymen  of  the  town,  and  the  medical  officers. 
The  meetings  of  the  committee  take  place  monthly,  and  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are 
regularly  kept.  There  is  also  a board  of  superintendence  invested  by  the  grand  jury  with 
authority  to  inspect  the  establishment,  whenever  they  think  proper. 

The  duties  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  are  discharged  by  the  same  gentleman,  who  gives 
his  services  without  any  remuneration.  He  has  never  been  required  to  enter  into  any 
security. 

The  attendants  are  two,  namely,  a matron  and  a nurse.  The  former  is  paid  9 s.  a week, 
and  the  latter  6s;  both  reside  in  the  hospital,  and  are  provided  with  fuel  and  candles. 
They  were  appointed  by  the  managing  committee,  but  are  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

The  various  articles  required  for  the  consumption  of  .the  institution  are  purchased  by  the 
committee. 

The  rules  and  regulations  have  not  been  yet  printed. 

A report 
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A report  on  the  extent  to  which  relief  has  been  granted  is  annually  laid  before  the  grand 
'urv  This  report  contains  a statement  of  the  number  of  admissions,  and  of  the  nature  of 
aisease  under  which  each  patient  laboured,  together  with  an  account  of  the  mode  of  its 
termination.  The  town  of  Fermoy  contains  a large  number  of  intelligent  persons,  who  are 
renresented  by  the  witnesses  present  at  this  examination  as  well  disposed  to  co-operate  in 
any  investigation  having  for  its  object  the  becommg  acquainted  with  the  real  condition  of  the 
Bom-er  classes  of  the  inhabitants  and  their  wants. 

^ The  income  of  the  combined  charities  is  derived  partly  from  annual  subscriptions  and 
partly  from  the  grants  presented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county.  The  subscribers  belong 
^too-ether  to  the  richer  classes,  and  there  is  but  little  disparity  in  the  amount  of  their  con- 
tributions. 

The  receipts  during  the  last  three  year’s  were  as  follow: 


183  2. 

1833. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - 

139  11  5 

149  4 3 

Presentments  - - 

140  — - 

130  - - 

The  funds  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  with  whom  they  remain  until  wanted. 


£.  s.  d. 

The  total  expenditure  m the  year  1832  amounted  to  _ _ - 2(19  8 1 

Ditto  ditto  1833  „ _ - - 287  15  5 

For  six  months  of  - - 1834  „ - - - 150  - - 


Previous  to  any  account  against  the  mstitution  being  discharged  it  must  have  been 
examined  by  the  committee,  by  whose  order  on  the  treasurer  the  money  is  then  paid. 


Fenoris  who  attended  the  Examination. 

John  Browne,  esq. — George  Browne,  esq. — Mr.  C.  J.  Fryer. — John  Isaac  Heard,  esq. — 
Jeremiah  J\I‘Daniell,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  M‘Namara,  p.p. — Henry  Mason,  esq. — Rev.  Mr. 
Walsh,  c.c. — Dr.  Bishop. — Dr.  Jago. — Dr.  W^arren  ; and  the  Apothecary  of  the  Institution. 


The  Kinsale  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  is  the  only  institution  for  affording  gratui- 
tous medical  assistance  to  the  poorer  classes  of  a population  of  nearly  14,000  souls, 
comprised  in  a district  extending  from  three  to  five  miles  in  all  directions,  and  including 
the  town.  There  are  dispensaries  at  Oysterhaven  and  at  Ballinspittle,  the  former  place 
distant  two,  and  the  latter  three  miles;  but  the  country  in  general  is  very  inadequately  pro- 
vided with  sources  of  medical  aid,  and  the  witnesses  are  of  opinion  that  no  one  charity,  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  one,  should  be  expected  to  extend  its  benefits  to  a greater 
distance  than  two  miles.  It  is  said  that  the  inconvenience  arises  not  so  much  from  \Vant  of 
accommodation  (no  application  for  relief  having  been  ever  refused),  as  from  the  remoteness 
of  the  places  to  which  the  medical  attendant  may  be  called. 

The  institution  is  carried  on  in  a building  which  had  been  a barrack,  and  which  was 
appropriated  by  the  Government,  without  charge,  to  its  present  use.  It  stands  on  an  elevated 
situation,  which  secures  the  advantages  of  a pure  air,  while  it  is  at  the  same  time  abundantly 
supplied  with  good  water  and  an  excellent  system  of  sewerage : attached  is  a piece  of  ground 
half  an  acre  in  extent  and  occupied  by  the  apothecary.  The  building  itselfis  given  up  entirely 
to  the  patients  and  nurse-tenders,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating  with  ease  one  hundred 
sick  persons.  At  present  it  contains  but  fifty  beds,  in  nine  well  ventilated  and  tolerably 
furnished  wards.  There  is  also  a waiting  room  and  an  apartment  containing  a slipper-bath. 

The  medical  staff  consists  of  four  gentlemen,  who  are  all  either  surgeons  or  physicians 
possessed  of  the  diplomas  of  their  respective  designations.  They  all  reside  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and,  being  engaged  in  private  practice,  they  liave  made  arrangements  whereby 
they  mutually  take  each  other’s  place  in  the  duty  of  attending  the  poor,  if  they  have  occa- 
sion to  be  absent.  They  are  assisted  by  an  apothecary  (a  Master  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall 
in  Dublin),  who  is  required  to  attend  every  day  from  eleven  until  four,  if  necessary,  and  to 
compound  all  the  medicines  which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  physicians,  visiting  also  such 
patients  as  he  may  be  directed  to  examine.  The  authority  of  the  Committee  is  said  to  be 
sufficient  to  insure  regularity  on  the  part  of  all  the  officers ; and  it  is  stated,  that  if  the 
poor  have  any  reason  to  complain  of  harshness  or  neglect,  they  can  easily  obtain  redress 
by  laying  their  complaints  before  that  body  through  the  intervention  of  a subscriber. 

Of  the  medical  officers,  the  apothecary  alone  receives  a salary.  He  is  paid  28/.  9s.  ^d. 
year  on  account  of  the  dispensary,  and  42 1,  per  annum  on  account  of  his  services  at  the 
fever  hospital.  The  amount  of  remuneration  granted  rests  almost  entirely  with  the  sub- 
scribers. The  grand  jury  have  no  other  mode  of  controlling  it,  if  it  were  unreasonable,  than 
by  withholding  their  annual  presentment. 

In  the  election  of  medical  officers,  all  the  subscribers  of  a guinea  a year  and  upwards  are 
entitled  to  vote.  Candidates  for  the  situation  of  surgeon  or  physician,  are  required  to 
possess  a degree  from  a university  or  a college ; and,  for  that  of  apothecary,  the  diploma  of 
0.5.  <3  Q 2 Master 
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Master  in  the  Apothecaries’  Hall.  The  last  vacancy  was  for  an  apothecary,  and  notices  of 
the  intention  to  fill  it  up  were  posted  about  the  town;  three  competitors  were  induced  to 
present  themselves.  There  has  not  been  any  mortality  among  the  medical  men  connected 
with  these  charities.  ' 

The  apothecary’s  department  is  kept  with  tolerable  neatness,  and  is  furnished  with  a good 
stock  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  and  with  all  necessary  medicines,  including  quinine 
The  medicines  had  been  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie,  druggists,  in  Cork,  and  had  cost  (as  paid 
for  by  the  treasurer)  in  1834,  177/.,  in  1833,  85L,  in  1832,  96/.  They  are  kept  altogether 
distinct  from  those  which  the  apothecary  makes  use  of  in  his  private  practice,  and  no  part 
of  them  is  ever  sold.  The  institution  possesses  no  surgical  instruments  whatsoever,  nor  are 
leeches  ever  adopted  in  the  treatment  of  the  patients.  No  provisions  exist  for  the  purpose 
of  extending  the  practice  of  vaccination.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  public 
are  said  to  manifest  an  increasing  confidence  in  its  preventive  efficacy,  and  the  sentiment  is 
corroborated  by  the  experience  of  the  medical  attendants.  Those  gentlemen  state  that 
small  pock  has  ceased  to  be  frequent  in  Kinsale.  They  are  not  forbidden  to  inoculate  with 
the  matter  of  that  disease  ; but  they  never  do  so. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  patients  who  receive  relief  at  the  hospital ; at  the  time  of  their 
admission  the  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  they  labour  is  entered,  and  a note  is  also 
made  of  the  mode  in  which  their  sickness  terminates.  A copy  of  this  register  is  required  to 
be  lodged  each  year  with  the  grand  jury.  When  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the 
institution,  the  number  of  patients  in  it  were  as  follow : 

3 Persons  under  fever. 

1 under  cholera. 

2 Surgical  cases. 

No  operation  of  any  importance  had  been  performed  for  the  last  three  years. 

No  difficulties  whatsoever  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  those  who,  being  sick  and  poor,  wish 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  this  charity.  The  indigent  are  relieved  on  their  mere 
application,  and  it  very  seldom  happens  that  any  apply  except  those  whose  circumstances 
justly_  give  a claim  for  gratuitous  assistance.  The  domestic  servants  of  subscribers  are 
sometimes,  but  not  often,  attended. 

Besides  the  extern  patients  who  receive  advice  and  medicine  at  the  institution,  the  sick 
who  are  unable  to  come  for  these  are  attended  at  their  own  dwellings,  provided  they  be  not 
farther  distant  than  five  miles.  The  physicians  are  also  bound  to  give  immediate  assistance 
in  cases  of  accident,  but  their  utility  on  this  point  is  somewhat  limited  by  their  not  havino- 
it  in  their  power  to  supply  the  necessary  splints  and  bandages,  with  which  the  charity  is 
totally  unprovided.  However,  the  sufferers  are  visited  as  often  as  circumstances  may 
require.  The  females  of  the  labouring  classes  in  this  district  have  no  other  professional  aid 
during  their  confinements  than  what  can  be  derived  from  niidwives;  these  women  are 
described  by  the  witnesses  as  being  extremely  ignorant,  and  it  is  thought  that  they  are  the 
frequent  cause  of  injury  both  to  mother  and  child. 

There  are  no  means  for  supplying  the  extern  sick  with  anything  beyond  medicine. 

When  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  hospital,  the  bed  is  given  to  any  poor  person,  without 
conditions,  labouring  under  accident  or  fever.  The  patient  is  then  not  allowed  to  go 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  institution  until  his  final  departure,  and  his  friends  are  only 
allowed  to  visit  him  under  strict  restrictions  and  regulations,  which  extend  to  the  enforcing 
good  conduct  among  all  the  inmates  of  the  charity.  For  an  infraction  of  these  rules, 
it  is  stated  that  a former  apothecary  was  dismissed  from  his  situation.  No  portion 
of  the  establishment  is  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  lunatics;  but  when  the  cholera 
made  its  appearance  in  the  town,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  open  the  wards  to 
those  who  were  attacked  by  it.  Large  numbers  of  such  patients  have  at  different 
times  been  admitted,  and  at  the  date  of  this  evidence  one  such  case  was  under 
treatment  in  the  fever  wards.  There  are  not  any  regular  chaplains,  but  it  is  stated  that  the 
clergy  of  all  religious  persuasions  are  freely  permitted  to  visit  any  patient  who  may  have 
expressed  a desire  to  avail  himself  of  their  services.  The  witnesses  agree  in  saying  that  no 
attempts  at  proselytism,  or  at  circulating  controversial  or  offensive  publications  in  the  wards, 
have  ever  been  made. 

There  is  no  regular  schedule  of  diet. 

The  patients  make  use  of  their  own  clothing. 

The  general  management  is  vested  in  the  contributors  to  the  funds  of  the  charity.  They 
amount  to  about  86  ; and  at  the  general  meeting,  which  takes  place  annually,  all  governors 
are  equally  privileged  to  attend,  and  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Not'more,  however,  than 
10  or  12  are  in  the  habit  of  being  present;  but  the  meetings  are  regularly  held  and 
minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings,  in  which  none  of  the  officers  have  been  allowed  to 
participate. 

The  details  of  management  are  more  particularly  under  the  control  of  the  manag- 
ing committee,  of  which  the  members  are  annually  elected,  and  are  directed  to  meet 
every  montb  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  establishment.  The  committee  is 
further  subject  to  the  authority  of  a board  of  superintendence,  selected  by  the  grand 
jury, 

ihe  non-medical  officers  are  the  treasurer,  the  secretary,  and  two  members  of  the  com- 
mlttee,  who  discharge  the  duties  of  auditors  of  accounts.  They  are  all  elected  annually 
by  open  voting,  without  reference  to  religious  distinctions,  and  give  their  services  without 
any  remuneration,  except  the  secretary, 'who  is  allowed  a salary  of  10/.  a year,  and  is  not 
required  to  enter  into  any  security. 

The 
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The  two  nurse-tenders,  who  are  the  only  attendants,  reside  in  the  house,  and  receive 
a week  wages  between  them.  They  are  provided  with  diet,  nor  have  they  any  per- 

■quisites. 

Groceries,  coals  and  wine  are  purchased  by  order  of  the  committee  from  different  mem- 
bers of  that  body,  but  it  is  stated  that  all  articles  are  furnished  at  a very  low'rate. 

The  mles  of  the  management  of  the  institution  have  not  been  printed,  but  their  operation 
has  been  found  most  conducive  to  its  general  welfare.  At  the  same  time,it  isconceived  that 
much  injury  has  resulted  from  the  want  of  some  uniform  system  in  all  establishments  of  a 
similar  nature. 

Reports  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  are  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  grand  jury, 
twice  in  every  year,  and  are  printed  occasionally  for  circulation  among  the  subscribers. 

Althouo'h  no  fixed  source  of  income  is  attached  to  the  institution  under  consideration, 
-vet  its  receipts,  derived  partly  from  voluntary  contributions,  and  partly  from  the  county 
o'rand  jury,  are  sufficiently  definite  to  render  its  continuance  certain.  Several  poor  persons 
are  subscribers,  and  suras,  however  small,  are  received  in  aid  of  the  funds,  and  entitle  the 
donors  to  medicine  and  advice  gratuitously  from  the  dispensary.  The  subscriptions  to  the 
-combined  charities  amounted  in  the  year 

f.  5.  d. 

1832  to  -------  96-- 

1833  - - 8s  - - 

1834  (by  extraordinary  exertion)  - - - 177  - - 

The  grand  jury  presentment  for  the  two  departments  was  in 

1832  - --  --  --  - g6-- 

1833  - --  --  - - - 85-- 

lu  1834  - --  --  --  - 105  - - was  granted 

for  the  fever  hospital  alone,  buf  the  amount  allowed  for  the  dispensary  had  not  been 
made  known  at  the  date  of  this  examination. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  exclusively  in  the  treasurer’s  hands 
until  required  for  the  purposes  of  current  expenditure. 

The  money  actually  expended  in  the  year 

£.  s.  d. 

1832  did  not  exceed  -----  _ _ 

1833  it  amounted  to  -----  220  - - 

Previous  to  being  paid,  all  bills  are  examined  by  the  committee,  who  give  an  order  on 
the  treasurer  for  their  discharge. 

Although  the  accounts  are  made  up  at  the  end  of  every  month,  it  appears  that  they  are 
not  submitted  to  the  subscribers  with  the  same  degree  of  frequency.  The  Assistant  Com- 
missioners were  unable  to  procure  a detailed  statement  of  the  accounts  during  the  last 
tiiree  years. 


Perso7ts  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  B.vldwin,  curate. — John  Braddell,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Collins,  p.p. — Capt.  Davis,  k.n. 

—Thomas  Hayses,  esq.— Owen  .Madden,  esq.— Dr.LiNAHAN. — Dr.  Justice. — Mr.  Justice. 

The  population  for  which  the  present  institution  is  intended  does  not  exceed  7,000,  and  is 
confined  to  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  ihe  court-house  of  the  town.  There  is  not  another 
establishment  of  a similar  description  within  a considerable  distance  of  Mallow ; so  that  the 
district  in  general  is  inadequately  provided  for,  and  the  want  of  fitting  accommodation  for 
mtern  patients  has  made  itself  severely  felt. 

The  building  to  which  the  name  of  fever  hospital  has  been  given  is  nothing  more  than  a 
few  sheds  placed  against  the  walls,  and  containing  about  13  iron  bedsteads ; at  the  most  it 
does  not  contain  room  for  more  than  20  patients. 

At  a general  meeting  of  subscribers,  held  in  the  year  1832,  two  medical  men  were  ap- 
pointed to  attend  the  charity.  They  both  reside  in  the  town,  and  are  engaged  in  private 
practice  as  phyiscians,  having  taken  out  the  degree  of  doctors  in  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh.  They  are  required  to  visit  the  hospital  at  least  once  a day,  and  are  accustomed  to 
act  for  each  other  when  obliged  to  be  absent.  One  of  them  is  also  the  medical  superinten- 
dent of  the  dispensary  of  Glantane,  a village  about  six  miles  from  Mallow.  The  iiiedi- 
cmes  required  by  the  patients  are  procured  from  tbe  several  apothecaries  of  the  town  in 
rotation. 

Both  the  physicians  act  without  any  remuneration.  Their  appointment  rests  with  the 
•subscribers,  -who,  as  the  offices  are  gratuitous,  proceed  to  fill  all  vacancies  as  they  occur, 
without  going  to  the  expense  of  advertisements  inviting  competition.  It  is  merely  required 
diat  the  candidates  who  present  themselves  shall  be  graduates  of  some  university.  It 
would,  doubtless,  be  desirable  that  some  superior  controlling  power  should  exist  in  all  elec- 
tions. As  to  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  officers  when  appointed,  it  is  said  to  be  sufficiently  under 
the  control  of  the  committee,  to  whom  if  a complaint  be  preferred,  it  is  well  known  to  the 
poor  that  redress  would  be  obtained. 
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The  annual  cost  of  medicine,  supplied  in  the  manner  which  has  been  mentioned  above  is 
about  13/.,  and  every  thing  (including  leeches)  ordered  by  the  physicians  can  be  had. 

At  the  time  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  hospital  it  contained  13 
patients. 

As  the  name  of  the  establishment  implies,  none  are  admissible  into  it  except  those  who 
labour  under  fever.  All  applications  must,  however,  be  supported  by  a recommendatory 
order  from  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  are  entitled  to  issue  as  many  of  them  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Strictly  speaking,  the  treatment  of  extern  patients  cannot  be  said  to  come  within  the 
object  of  this  fever  hospital.  Persons  who  are  reported  to  be  labouring  under  fever  are 
merely  visited  by  one  of  the  medical  attendants,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  nature  of  the 
case  previous  to  its  being  moved  to  the  establishment. 

Neither  is  there  any  source  whence  the  sick  poor  can  be  supplied  with  food  or  extra 
nourishment  at  their  own  dwellings  during  the  period  of  convalescence,  when  something 
more  nutritious  than  their  ordinary  diet  is  so  much  needed. 

The  greatest  precautions  are  used  for  preventing  any  communications  between  the  intern 
patients  and  those  outside.  The  friends  of  the  sick  are  never  allowed  to  visit  them,  and  the 
sick  themselves  are  not,  under  any  circumstances,  permitted  to  leave  the  hospital  until  they 
have  been  finally  dismissed.  At  the  time  that  the  cholera  prevailed  in  the  town  of  Mallow, 
some  cases  of  the  disease  manifested  themselves  in  the  hospital,  although  persons  labouring 
under  it  were  not  considered  entitled  to  admission.  The  clergy  of  all  persuasions  are  freely 
admitted  to  the  hospital  at  all  times,  and  every  facility  is  afforded  to  the  patients  who  may 
be  desirous  of  participating  in  their  peculiar  religious  rites.  There  have  not  been  any  in- 
stances of  improper  interference  with  the  patients,  whether  on  the  part  of  clergy  or  laity, 
and  all  controversial  and  offensive  tracts  have  been  carefully  excluded  from  the  wards. 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  regulated  according  to  a fixed  scale. 

The  governors  of  the  charity  amount  to  33.  A general  meeting  is  held  once  in  every 
year,  but  the  number  who  anmially  attend  does  not  exceed  12  or  14,  although  all  are  alike 
privileged  to  be  present,  and  io  vote,  but  not  by  proxy.  Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings 
of  these  meetings,  at  which  business  may  be  transacted  without  reference  to  the  number 
present.  The  medical  officers  are  governors  in  right  of  their  annual  subscription,  but  they 
have  hitherto  declined  taking  any  part  in  the  management  of  the  charity. 

A managing  committee  is  annually  appointed,  hut  the  members  of  it  are  not  accustomed 
to  assemble,  except  when  specially  summoned.  A book  is  kept  for  recording  their  pro- 
ceedings. None  of  the  governors  have  ever  acted  as  visitors. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officer,  and  his  appointment  is  annually  renewed  by 
the  subscribers,  who  have  the  character  of  being  quite  uninfluenced  by  religious  prejudices. 
The  treasurer  receives  no  remuneration  for  his  services,  but  he  is  hound  to  lay  his  accounts 
periodically  before  the  subscribers  at  large,  and  also  before  the  grand  jury. 

There  is  but  one  attendant,  namely,  a nurse-tender,  who  resides  in  the  house,  and  is  paid 
12s.  a week  as  board-wages  by  the  treasurer.  She  was  appointed  to  her  situation  by  the 
committee,  by  whom  also  she  may  be  discharged  whenever  her  conduct  ceases  to  give  satis- 
faction. 

Everything  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  establishment  is  procured  under  the 
sanction  of  the  committee. 

A general  Report  on  the  affairs  of  the  institution  is  presented  at  fixed  periods  to  the 
members  of  the  grand  jury,  and  also  to  the  Board  of  Charitable  Institutions  which  exists 
at  Cork. 

The  real  condition  of  the  poor  cannot  anywhere  be  ascertained  with  more  certainty  than 
in  the  district  surrounding  the  town  of  Mallow,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  intelligent 
residents  who  would,  according  to  the  statement  of  several  witnesses,  willingly  take  a part 
in  any  investigation  having  for  its  object  the  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  the  class  in 
question. 

The  income  of  the  charity,  is  derived  chiefly  from  annual  contributions,  the  subscriptions 
of  the  several  supporters  being  nearly  equal  in  amount.  The  sum  received  under  this  head 

£.  s.  d. 

In  the  year  1832  was  - - - - - - 48  11  6 

1833  - - - - - - 56  6 3 

1834  -------  34  3 o 

The  charity  does  not  possess  any  property  beyond  its  annual  income,  which  is  collected 
by  the  treasurer,  and  remains  in  his  hands  until  required. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  entire  expenditure  of  the  year  1832  amounted  to  - - 112  jo  11 

Ditto  ditto  1833  -----  103  9 2 

Previous  to  any  account  being  discharged,  it  must  have  been  examined  by  the  committee. 

The  accounts  of  income  and  outlay  are  made  up  twice  in  the  year,  and  copies  are  pre- 
sented to  the  subscribers,  and  also  laid  before  the  grand  jury. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Jobs  Carden,  esq. — Joseph  Coppinger,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Coppinger,  roman  catholic  clergyman. 

Joseph  Dwyer,  esq Rev.  Mr.  Eager,  roman  catholic  curate. — Rev.  Mr.  Freeman,  protestant 

curate. — Mr.  William  Humphreys.  — Capt.  Nasgle.— Rev.  Mr.  Walsh,  p.p.  ; and  the 
Medical  Attendant.  Examinations  taken  l.y 

* Cusack  Honey,  esq. 

The  district  attached  to  the  Middleton  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  contains  a popu-  ' ' 
lation  of  nearly  25,000  souls,  and  extends  in  the  farthest  direction  to  about  four  miles.  Muldietvn 
Many  subscribers,  however,  reside  at  a still  greater  distance,  and  their  recommendations  are  Fever  Hospital  and 
occasionally  attended  to.  There  are  dispensaries  at  Cloyne  and  Castlemartyn,  neither  Dispensary. 

of  which  places  are  more  than  six  miles  from  Middleton  j but  that  at  Castlemartyn  is  ■ 

intended  chiefly  to  afford  medical  assistance  to  the  immediate  tenaiitiy  of  a nobleman  whose  Population  and 

property  occupies  that  district.  The  witnesses  were  of  opinion  that  the  district  of  a dis-  Extent  of  Country. 

pensary  should  never  exceed  four  miles  in  diameter,  nor  contain  a greater  population  than 

that  of  Middleton.  These  proportions,  it  is  observed,  would  be  consistent  with  practical 

utility,  and  it  was  found  that,  even  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  there  was  no  occasion 

to  refuse  relief  to  any  of  the  numerous  applicants  who  stood  in  need  of  it.  With  respect 

to  the  fever  hospital,  its  destination  is  not  altogether  so  restricted  as  its  name  would  imply. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  have  felt  the  necessity  of  making  a few  beds  in  it 
available  for  the  treatment  of  accidents  and  other  surgical  cases.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  infectious  nature  of  fever  has  given  rise  to  any  apprehensions  of  evil  consequences 
resulting  from  deviation  from  the  original  design. 

A portion  of  an  excellent  house  in  which  the  medical  attendant  resides  is  appropriated  to  Building,  Furniture 
the  purposes  of  the  dispensary,  namely,  a waiting-room  for  patients  and  a commodious  and  Grounds, 
well-arranged  apartment  for  the  keeping  of  medicines.  The  furniture  is  the  private  property 
of  the  ph^ician.  The  fever  hospital,  which  stands  close  by  on  an  area  of  about  two  acres,  is 
a building  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  such  an  institution.  It  stands  upon  an  open  and  airy 
elevation,  and  part  of  the  grounds  are  set  apart  for  the  convalescents  to  exercise  in.  It  is  three 
stories  hio^h  ; the  two  upper  stories,  consisting  of  fourrooms,  each  16  feet  by  14  feet,  are  for 
the  vecepfion  of  patients  labouring  under  fever,  and  are  capable  of  holding  separately  eight 
beds;  they  are  lofty  and  well  ventilated,  and  are  supplied  with  iron  bedsteads  and  bedding 
of  the  best  description.  At  the  date  of  this  examination  they  contained  but  four  patients,  the 
smallest  number  that  had  been  known  since  the  establishment  had  been  opened.  The  lower 
story  is  chiefly  occupied  by  the  matron  and  nurses.  It  comprises  kitchen,  laundry,  bed-rooms 
and  two  small  apartments,  each  containing  one  bed  designed  for  the  reception  of  surgical 
cases — an  arrangement  from  which  the  greatest  benefit  has  been  experienced.  There  was  a 
case  of  compound  fracture  of  the  leg  in  one  of  them,  and  a case  of  fracture  of  the  thigh  bone 
was  in  tlie  other.  The  premises,  of  which  the  aspect  is  south-west,  have  the  advantage  of 
acopious  supply  of  river  water,  and  they  contain  a slipper-bath  for  the  use  of  the  patients. 

The  ground  on  which  the  hospital  and  dispensary  stand  is  a gift  from  the  proprietor  of  the 
town"  who  also  erected  the  latter  building.  The  former  was  built  partly  by  subscription  , 

and  partly  by  the  aid  of  presentments  granted  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county.  r.  at  j-  1 nir 

The  gentleman  who  acts  as  medical  superintendent  of  both  departments  is  a graduate  of  Medical  Ollicer. 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland  ; he 
also  possesses  a diploma  from  the  Lyiug'-in  Hospital,  Dublin,  which,  together  with  his 
other  testimonials,  were  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners.  He 
has  held  his  present  situation,  as  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur,  since  the  year  1825, 
when  he  was  elected  at  a general  meeting.  Previous  to  that  period  he  had  resided  as  a 
practitioner  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  he  still  continues  in  private  practice.  Every  morning, 

Sundays  excepted,  he  is  obliged  to  be  at  the  institution  from  nine  until  eleven  ; but  in  case 
of  necessary  absence  he  is  allowed  to  provide  a substitute,  subject,  however,  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  committee,  to  whose  control  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  he  is  at  all 
times  subject.  It  is  stated  that  complaints  have  occasionally  been  brought  against  him  on 
the  score  of  irregularity,  but  that  they  have  never  been  substantiated.  He  has  no  assistant, 
and  alone  dispenses  medicine.  . 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  80 /.  per  annum,  and  he  is  also  provided  with  y 
a residence  and  with  coals  and  candles ; as  to  the  amount  of  remuneration  granted  to  him, 
it  depends  mainly  on  the  discretion  of  the  subscribers,  and  can  only  be  regulafed  at  a 
general  meeting.  The  salary  was  at  first  only  60/.;  hut  in  the  succeeding  year  it  was 
raised  to  80/.  The  grand  jury  possess  a limited  control  in  checking  any  tendency  to 
extravagance,  and  have  recently  exercised  it  in  withdrawing  their  usual  annual  presentment 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  dispensary  at  Carrigtohill,  a town  about  two  miles  from 
Middleton.  . ■ 

The  privilege  of  appointing  the  medical  officer  is  exercised  by  the  subscribers  m con-  ec  u. 
formity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  When  a vacancy  occius,  an  adver- 
tisement is  usually  inserted  in  the  newspapers  inviting  candidates  to  appear,  and  notice  is 
at  the  same  time  given  that  certain  qnalifications  will  be  expected  in  those  who  come 
forward.  On  ihe  last  occasion  of  the  kind  the  candidates  amounted  to 
appointment  was  made  without  any  reference  to  the  authority  of  the  grand  jury  No 
retiring  pension  would  be  allow’ed  to  the  physician.  It  is  stated  that  the  iieighbouihood  ot 
Middleton  contains  a very  considerable  number  of  residents  in  independent  circumstaiices, 
and  that  their  patronage  is  quite  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  a medical  man  without 
any  salary  from  a public  institution.  There  are  two  or  three  practitioners  in  the  district. 
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Fever 

•Hosvitals. 

Munster. 
Cimmy  Cork. 
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Fever 

Hospitals. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Exaininatinns  laiicn  bj 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Borrelt,esq.,ri.D. 

Middleton 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Registra- 
tion. 


The  arrangements  of  the  pharmacy,  its  drawers,  bottles,  See.,  and  its  pharmaceiitical 
apparatus,  showed  much  neatness  and  regularity.  There  was  an  abundant  supply  of  the 
best  kinds  of  medicines,  including  quinine  and  morphia,  all  being  under  the  care  of  the 

physician,  and,  during  his  absence,  of  the  housekeeper;  they  were  exclusively  for  the  use 
of  the  establishment,  the  medical  attendant  not  practising  in  private  as  an  apothecarv 
Messrs.  Warrington  and  Co.,  of  Cork,  supply  all  drugs,  and  their  bills,  during  the  last  three' 
years,  as  paid  by  the  treasurer,  have  amounted  on  an  average  to  about  45/.  The  suro'ical 
instruments  for  the  use  of  the  dispensary  and  hospital  consist  merely  of  a stomach  pumn 
and  a cupping  apparatus;  when  anything  else  is  required  the  surgeon  is  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  his  private  stock.  Leeches  are  supplied  to  the  fever  patients  alone.  Vaccina- 
tion is  performed  gratuitously  on  all  persons  who  make  application  for  it,  and  though  its 
advantages  to  the  community  at  large  have  been  somewhat  counteracted  by  spurious 
inoculation  and  by  the  practices  of  persons  who  go  about  the  country  inserting  variolous 
matter,  it  still  continues  to  be  looked  on  with  confidence  by  the  public.  Where  it  does  not 
act  as  a complete  preservative  against  small  pock,  it  has  been  found  to  be  a powerful  alle- 
viator of  that  disease.  Small  pock  has  been  rather  frequent  of  late  years ; the  medical 
attendant  is  averse  to  inoculation. 

The  registration  of  patients  is  attended  to  with  much  regularity  by  the  physician,  and  an 
abstractof  the  numbers  treated  is  annually  lodged  with  the  grand  jury,  previous  to  the  sprinc 
assizes.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  fever  hospital  during  the  year  “ 


1831  was  - - 114  of  whom  - - 3 died. 

1832  - --166----3 

t833  - - - 168  - - - - 8 

1’he  cases  treated  at  the  dispensary  average  about  1,500  per  annum;  and  it  is  stated, 
that  applications  are  never  refused.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  six  patients  in 
the  fever  hospital,  and  they  were  informed  that  12  sick  persons  were  in  course  of  treatment 
at  their  homes,  and  that  40  patients  had  been  prescribed  for  that  day  at  the  dispensary. 
The  following  operations  had  been  performed  during  the  last  three  years  : 


Three  amputations  of  the  leg. 

Two  cases  of  trephining. 

Six  cases  of  hare-lip. 

Two  excisions  of  cancerous  Ups. 

Three  operations  for  fistula  in  ano. 

Diseased  metacarpal  bone  of  ring  finger  removed. 

Upwards  of  20  midwifery  cases,  in  which  it  had  been  necessary  to  resort  to  the  forceps, 
or  crotchet,  had  also  occurred. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


IiUern  Patients. 


Every  applicant  for  relief  must  have  obtained  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber;  but 
although  this  condition  is  somewhat  strictly  enforced,  except  under  circumstances  of 
emergency,  it  throws  little  or  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  poor,  owing  to  each  subscriber 
being  at  liberty  to  issue  as  many  orders  as  he  thinks  proper  in  his  own  name.  The  facility 
of  procuring  admission  is,  perhaps,  too  great,  and  many  persons  contrive  to  participate  in  the 
benefits  of  the  charity,  who  by  no  means  stand  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance;  and,  not- 
withstanding that  the  subscribers  have,  on  several  occasions,  been  requested  to  guard 
against  such  imposition.  It  is  also  to  be  regretted  that,  the  tenants  of  many  gentlemen 
possessed  of  landed  property,  and  resident  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  who  contribute  nothing 
to  the  funds  of  the  institution,  are  yet  in  the  constant  habit  of  deriving  advantages  from  it. 

In  addition  to  the  relief  afforded  to  extern  patients  at  the  dispensary, in  advice  and  medi- 
cine, the  physician  is  also  bound  to  visit  at  their  own  dwellings  (when  within  the  bounds  of 
the  district)  such  indigent  persons  as  are  confined  by  sickness.  It  would  appear,  however, 
as  well  from  the  testimony  of  many  of  the  gentlemen  present  at  this  examination,  as  from 
that  of  the  medical  attendant  himself,  that  this  portion  of  duty  cannot  be  discharged  as 
fully  as  might  be  wished.  The  district  is  so  extensive,  and  the  sick  poor  so  numerous,  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  one  medical  man  to  give  a proper  degree  of  attention,  particularly 
in  acute  cases,  without  surrendering  his  entire  time  to  the  task.  He  is  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  required  to  attend  to  midwifery  cases,  unless  on  the  receipt  of  5s.  each  case, 
during  the  day,  or  los.  when  called  upon  in  the  night.  The  remuneration  has  never  been 
insisted  on  from  the  poor,  whom  he  has  always  attended  gratuitously  when  asked.  In 
ordinary  cases,  the  females  of  the  labouring  class  are  assisted  by  midwives,  who  are  said  to 
be  exceedingly  ignorant,  and  of  whose  unskilfulness  the  most  deplorable  consequences 
were  mentioned,  as  having  come  within  the  observation  of  the  medical  attendant.  As  all 
medicines  that  are  required,  are  prescribed  and  compounded  by  the  medical  attendant,  that 
gentleman  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  entering  them  in  any  book. 

In  those  seasons,  when  distress  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  prevalent  among  the  poor, 
means  have  usually  been  adopted  for  providing  them  with  a certain  quantity  of  nourish- 
ment; but  at  present  there  is  no  source  in  the  district  whence  they  can  draw  anything  of 
the  kind,  or  on  which  the  physician  of  the  dispensary  can  give  an  order. 

Intern  patients  are  not  admitted  without  a recommendation;  and  after  their  admission 
they  are  not  allowed  to  pass  the  bounds  of  the  institution  until  their  treatment  has  been 
completed,  nor  are  their  friends  ever  permitted  to  visit  them.  There  are  regulations  for 
ensuring  their  good  conduct,  but  they  have  not  been  printed,  nor  are  they  placed  in  , a 
conspicuous  situation.  No  work  is  demanded  from  them  during  their  stay.  The  clergy  of 
all  religious  persuasions  are  freely  admitted  into  the  hospital  to  see  any  patient  who  may 
be  desirous  of  availing  himself  of  their  services ; but  there  has  not  been  any  instance 
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of  improper  interference,  or  tampering  with  the  religious  opinions  of  the  inmates,  either 
on  the  part  of  clergy  or  laity.  _ _ 

The  table  according  to  which  the  food  of  the  patients  is  regulated,  contains  specmcations 
of  the  articles  which  are  allowed  for  middle,  high  and  low  diet ; and,  in  addition,  whatever 
extras  are  thought  necessary,  are  always  provided. 

To  all  those  who  have  not  change  of  linen,  shirts,  chemises  and  night-caps  are  supplied 
during  their  stay  in  the  hosphtal,  and  great  pains  are  taken  to  purify  and  cleanse  the 
clothing  which  they  had  brought  with  them. 

The  laws  of  the  institution  direct  that  a general  meeting,  at  which  all  subscribers  are  equally 
entitled  to  attend  and  vote,  (voting  by  proxy  not  being  allowed,)  shall  take  place  annually. 
This  has  not  been  done  with  much  regularity  of  late  years,  as  appears  from  the  book  in 
which  an  account  is  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  such  assemblies.  The  medical  officer  has 
never  taken  any  part  in  the  general  management  of  the  establishment. 

The  affairs  are  chiefly  directed  by  a managing  committee,  of  which  the  members  are 
elected  annually,  and  who  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  each  month,  to  examine  accounts, 
and  to  issue  orders  for  payment  to  the  treasurer.  JM  inutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings,  and 
they  are  subject  to  the  inspection  of  a board  of  superintendence,  deriving  its  authority 
from  the  grand  jury,  and  which  has  visited  the  several  departments  of  the  institution  on 
two  occasions  within  tiie  last  twelve  months. 

The  non-medical  officers  are  the  treasurer,  the  secretary,  and  the  collector.  The  collector 
receives  1 1.  for  collecting  the  subscriptions,  but  neither  of  the  others  receives  any  remune- 
ration for  his  services,  nor  is  any  security  required  from  the  treasurer.  They  are  all 
appointed  by  ballot;  and  without  reference  to  religious  distinctions.  The  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment provides  against  any  undue  accession  to  the  number  of  the  voters,  with  a view  to 
influencing  an  election. 

The  attendants  are  in  all  things,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  medical  attendant.  They 
consist  of 

1st.  The  matron;  salary,  lo/.  per  annum. 

2d.  Three  permanent  nurses,  at  55.  each  per  week. 

(Others  being  engaged  when  necessary.) 


There  has  not  been  any  mortality  amongst  the  attendants,  even  during  the  time  of 
cholera.  , , , 

Nothing  intended  for  the  consumption  of  the  establishment  is  supplied  by  persons 
connected  with  it,  either  'as  governor  or  officer.  The  several  articles  are  supplied  by  a 
kind  of  contract,  by  different  tradesmen,  who  keep  pass  books,  in  which  every  thing  is 
entered  for  the  use  of  the  institution.  These  tradesmen  have  been  changed  from  time  to 
time,  in  order  that  the  greatest  economy  might  be  preserved;  and  they  have  in  general 
been  selected  by  the  medical  attendant,  subject,  however,  to  being  afterwards  approved  of 
by  the  committee. 

A printed  report  is  annually  presented  to  the  subscribers  of  the  numbers  who  have  been 
relieved  during  the  year,  in  the  several  departments  of  the  institution.  It  is  stated  that  a 
very  accurate  know'ledge  of  the  condition  of  the  poor  throughout  the  district  might  be 
obtained  by  forming  a permanent  board  of  health,  composed  of  the  gentry,  clergy,  and  iniddle 
class  of  farmers.  The  number  of  qualified  persons  in  these  classes  who  would  be  willing 
to  co-operate  in  any  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  is  represented  as  being  very  considera- 
ble in  the  neighbourhood  of  Middleton. 

As  it  possesses  no  fixed  property,  either  in  land  or  money,  the  institution  depends 
entirely  on  the  annual  subscriptions,  and  on  the  grant  from  the  grand  jury.  The  former 
constitutes  a very  precarious  source  of  income,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that,  owing 
to  a misunderstanding  with  the  last  medical  attendant,  one  individual  withdrew  his  usual 
contribution;  which  example  being  followed  by  others,  led  to  the  closing  of  the  infirmary 
and  of  the  dispensary  during  a period  of  six  years.  Two  of  the  present  contributors  sub- 
scribe respectively  for  uo  and  for  10  guineas,  and  until  latterly  no  subscriptions  were 
obtained  except  from  the  wealthier  classes.  During  the  course  of  the  year  which  has 
just  elapsed,  however,  a collection  has  been  made  among  all  classes  of  inhabitants,  with  a 
view  to  liquidating  a debt  for  medicines,  contracted  through  the  diminution  of  the  amount 
of  the  grand  jury  grant.  The  gross  receipts,  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  were  as 
follow,  viz : 


1831 

1832 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscription  _ - - - 

120  11  6 

T26  4 - 

Presentments  - - - - 

150  ~ - 

140  - j 

The  funds  are  left  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

The  general  heads  of  expenditure  are  groceries,  bread,  fuel,  soap  and  candles,  wine  and 
porter,  milk,  oatmeal  and  meal,  &c. ; salaries,  medicine  and  wages.  The  disbursements  for 
the  last  three  years  have  been  as  follow : 

0.5.  ER  On 


Feveii 

Hospitals. 

^hinstcr. 
County  Cork. 

Examiimtiotis  taken  bj 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Borreu,tsq.,M.u 

Middleton 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Managing 

Coiiimittco. 


Officers  not 
medical. 


Attendants. 


Stores. 


llepoiis. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Custody. 

Expenditure. 
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Feveii, 

Hospitals. 

]\hmster. 
County  Cork. 

£xaminn!ions  taken  by 
Cusack  Roiiey,  esq. 
W.P.BorreU,  usq.,  m.d. 

Middleton 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Micchdstirxn 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 

Election, 


Pharmacy. 


1831 

1832 

£.  s d. 

£.  s.  d. 

On  the  Fever  Hospital 

184  6 gj 

233  2 9 

Dispensary  - - - 

92  9 9i 

93  1 3 

Bills  are  discharged  by  the  medical  attendant,  through  an  order  on  the  treasurer,  after 
they  have  been  examined  by  the  committee. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  every  month,  but  they  are  only  presented  to  the  subscribers  at 
the  expiration  of  the  year. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Thomas  Forrest,  protestant  curate. — Rev.  Dr.  Graves. — Rev.  Michael  Moore,  roman 
catholic  curate. — Mr.  Dennis  0‘Brien;  TheMedical  Attendant. 

A POPULATION  of  6,000  ill  the  town  of  MitcheIstown,and  of  nearly  13,000  in  the  district 
surrounding  it,  which  extends  to  12  miles  in  some  directions,  look  to  this  charity  for  relief. 
There  are  distinct  institutions  of  the  same  kind  at  Kilworth,  Kildorrery  and  Glaiiworth,  in 
the  county  Cork,  as  also  at  Ballyporeen  in  the  county  Tipperary.  It  is  considered  that 
these  establishments,  which  are  eligibly  disposed  within  about  six  miles  of  each  other,  are 
abundantly  capable  of  supplying  the  wants  of  their  respective  neighbourhoods.  The  in- 
ternal accommodation  afforded  is  so  far  sufficient  for  the  obj  ect  (fever)  for  which  it  is  intended, 
that,  except  in  the  case  of  cholera,  no  instance  has  occurred  of  the  refusal  of  an  application 
for  admittance.  In  the  cases  of  the  servants  of  small  farmers  it  is  usual  to  require  the  sum 
of  2s.  6t^.,  which  sura,  trivial  as  it  is,  is  endeavoured  to  be  evaded  in  many  instances,  by 
the  gross  and  inhuman  practice  of  leaving  the  sick  at  the  door  of  the  surgeon,  or  even  in 
the  street  or  market-house,  exposed  to  the  weather.  They  calculate  successfully  on  the 
humanity  of  the  medical  officer  for  the  result. 

The  dispensary  is  placed  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  fever  hospital.  This  building,  which 
is  of  stone,  and  in  an  elevated  and  airy  situation  outside  the  town,  where  it  possesses  an 
abundant  supply  of  wholesome  water,  was  erected  about  10  years  ago,  at  the  sole  expense 
of  a nobleman,  who  also  assigned  to  the  charity  the  ground  on  which  the  building 
stands.  About  six  years  ago  an  addition  was  made,  for  which  assistance  was  obtained  from 
the  grand  jury  to  the  amount  of  70/.  There  are  two  fever  wards  on  the  first  floor,  each  24 
feet  square,  accommodating  16  patients,  and  a ward  on  the  ground  floor  appropriated  to 
surgical  cases.  The  entire  number  of  beds  at  present  occupied  is  20;  it  would,  however, 
if  necessary,  be  possible  to  introduce  30,  and  24  could  be  filled  with  every  attention  to  com- 
fort. A store-room,  bed-room  and  kitchen  are  allotted  to  the  matron,  and  a sitting-room 
and  bed-room  are  occupied  by  the  surgeon’s  assistant.  The  whole  place  is  perfectly  well 
ventilated,  and  possesses  a large  portable  and  a slipper-bath.  The  grounds  are  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  acre,  and  about  two-thirds  of  them  are  cultivated  as  a garden.  The  place,  as 
may  be  collected  from  what  is  said  above,  is  subject  to  no  rent. 

The  present  medical  attendant  was  appointed  to  act  as  physician  and  surgeon  to  this 
institution  in  the  year  1 823,  previous  to  which  time  he  practised  his  profession  in  the  town  of 
Mitchelstown  (where  he  continues  to  reside),  and  received  annually  from  a noble  lady  ioo(. 
for  attending  to  the  sick  poor  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at 
Edinburgh,  where  he  also  studied  midwifery.  He  is  not  prevented  acquiring  private 
patients,  but  he  is  obliged  to  attend  daily  at  the  fever  hospital,  and  to  prescribe  for  externs 
at  the  dispensary  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays.  On  the  occasiou 
of  his  going  to  England  he  found  a substitute,  with  the  approbation  of  the  committee,  and 
when  unavoidably  absent  a proxy  would  be  always  provided  under  the  same  sanction. 
The  committee  are  quite  adequate  to  the  checking  any  irregularity  of  which  the  physician 
might  be  guilty.  He  is  assisted  in  the  compounding  and  dispensing  of  medicines,  and  in 
performing  the  minor  operations  of  surgery,  by  a person,  who  never  has  been  appointed  to 
any  definite  post,  and  whose  only  qualifications  are  a few  years  spent  in  an  apothecary  s 
shop  and  the  having  dispensed  medicine  at  Watergrass  Hill  Dispensaiy,  so  that  in  truth 
he  can  be  considered  only  in  the  light  of  the  medical  attendant’s  servant. 

The  physician  receives  6o^  a year  for  attending  the  dispensary,  and  40/.  on  account  of 
the  fever  hospital.  He  is  in  no  other  way  whatsoever  remunerated  by  the  institution. 

The  power  of  election  resides  with  the  subscribers,  who  have  had  but  one  opportunity  or 
exercising  their  right,  as  the  medical-attendant  has  retained  his  appointment  since  the 
origin  of  the  charity.  He  fulfils  its  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  poor,  who  have  been 
made  aware  of  their  right  to  prefer  complaints  against  him  upon  occasion,  which  would 
eenainly  be  attended  to  at  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  committee. 

Of  ail  the  necessary  medicines  in  general  use  a very  abundant  supply  was  found  under 
the  custody  of  the  above-mentioned  assistant,  kept  in  a state  of  great  neatness ; and  the  com- 
mittee are  always  willing  to  purchase  any  of  the  more  unusual  and  expensive  medicmfs 
which  the  physician  may  recommend.  The  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  &c.,  vvas  m 
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good  order,  and  the  requisite  surgical  instruments,  with  the  exception  of  the  amputating 
knives,  were  in  efficient  condition.  No  medicine  is  ever  sold  under  any  pretext,  but  the 
medical  attendant  is  permitted  to  use  the  instruments  of  the  institution  when  he  pleases. 
Leeches  are  rarely  had  recourse  to.  A correct  judgment  is  manifested  by  the  individuals 
who  manage  this  charity,  in  that  they  stipulate  that  their  physician  shall  not  inoculate  with 
small  pock,  a practice  to  which  he  expresses  himself  quite  opposed.  He  is  bound  to  vacci- 
nate all  who  apply,  and  in  the  present  year  has  had  97  applications. 

A very  accurate  register  is  kept  by  the  physician  of  both  extern  and  intern  patients,  in 
which  he  enters  every  thing  relating  to  them  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence.  The  physician 
has  the  discretionary  power  of  refusing  both  relief  and  admission  to  such  persons  as  he 
deems  able  to  pay;  he  is,  however,  held  accountable  to  the  committee  on  this  point,  and 
makes  a memorandum  in  the  register  of  the' circumstance.  The  following  is  an  abstract: — 

Extern  patients  prescribed  for  in  the  year  1831  _ _ - - 6,300 

Ditto  ditto  1832  _ - _ - 8,400 

Ditto  ditto  1833  - - - - 8,600 

Interns  in  the  year  1831  - - - - 43 

Ditto  1832  - - - - 45 

Ditto  1833  - - - - 47 


Fever 

HoSi'ITAlS. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  bj- 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Borrelt,  esq.,  k.d. 

Mitchelstotun 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensaiy. 

Patients. 


Fifteen  cases  of  cholera  were  admitted  into  the  house  in  the  last  year,  and  63  were  attended 
at  their  own  houses.  At  the  time  we  visited  the  establishment  there  were  but  two  fever 
patients  in  the  house.  From  10  to  15  received  attention  at  home,  and  about  50  sought  it  at 
the  dispensary.  In  the  last  three  years  it  has  been  necessary  to  amputate  once  and  to  trepan 
once.  During  that  period  aid  has  been  afforded  to  upwards  of  100  lying-in  women. 

At  this  charity  a recommendation  is  not  necessary  for  the  procuring  of  assistance,  which  Who  entitled  to 
is  freely  extended  in  every  shape  to  the  indigent,  and  in  the  shape  of  advice  to  the  poorer  Relief, 
classes  of  subscribers  (viz.,  of  10s.),  who  are,  however,  obliged  to  procure  medicine  else- 
where. The  lower  servants  of  subscribers  are  also  relieved. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  dispensary,  which,  as  before  stated,  is  under  the  same  roof  Extern  Patients, 
with  the  fever  hospital ; but  should  any  poor  person  be  unable  to  present  himself,  no  matter 
what  the  distance  at  which  he  should  reside,  if  within  the  limits  o{  the  Kingston  estate,  the 
physician  considers  himself  obliged  to  visit  him  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night ; and,  in 
acute  diseases,  even  to  repeat  his  visits  two  or  three  times  a day,  should  the  case  be  one  of 
danger.  {The  prescriptions  of  authorized  practitioners  are  sometimes  made  up  for  the  poor.') 

Lying-in  cases  come  within  the  scope  of  the  charity ; but  many  melancholy  instances  occur 
of  considerable  injury  to  both  mother  and  child  from  the  gross  ignorance  and  unskilfulness 
of  the  midwives  who  attend  them.  The  charity  secures  to  itself  an  abundant  supply  of 
vaccine  matter  by  the  annual  payment  of  a guinea  to  the  cow-pock  institution  in  Dublin. 

It  has  every  reason  to  think  well  of  the  preventive  efficacy  of  vaccination  which  it  practises 
' extensively  and  gratuitously.  The  public  confidence  in  it  is  on  the  increase,  which  is  de- 
cidedly proved  by  the  gradual  disappearance  of  those  travelling  propagators  of  disease  who 
used  formerly  to  inoculate  with  small  pock,  but  who  now,  where  they  do  exist,  are  frequently' 
solicited  to  use  vaccine  matter. 


Broth  and  wine  are  occasionally  given  to  the  poor,  under  urgent  circumsta.nces. 

The  recommendation  of  a subscriber,  which  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  obtain,  is  necessary 
for  any  person  seeking  admission  into  the  house.  The  friends  of  the  patients  are  allowed  to 
visit  them  without  any  restriction,  but  the  sick  are  never  allowed  to  leave  the  hospital.  It 
may  be  well  to  remark,  that  at  the  time  cholera  prevailed,  fever  ceased  to  exist  in  this  dis- 
trict, a circumstance  which  permitted  the  appropriation  of  the  hospital  to  those  afflicted  'with 
the  former  disease.  A right  has  always  been  recognised  in  the  clergy  of  every  sect  to  visit 
aud  administer  their  rites  to  patients  who  may  require  their  consolations,  but  the  charity 
never  permits  the  ill-timed  interference  of  those  persons  who  would  force  on  the  disinclined 
the  perusal  of  tracts  inculcating  particular  religious  doctrines. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a systematic  formulary  for  diet  does  not  here  exist.  The  nature 
of  the  food  of  each  patient  rests  with  the  discretion  of  the  physician,  who  is  empowered  to 
order  whatever  extra  comfort,  such  as  wine,  &c.,may  be  required. 

No  clothes  are  given  to  the  patients  for  hospital  vrear,  but  those  that  they  have  brought 
are  washed  and  otherwise  carefully  purified. 

Theie  is  a general  meetiirg  in  January  of  all  the  subscribers,  in  which  tlie  medical 
attendant  is  not  allowed  to  vote. 

The  expenses  of  the  institution  are  under  the  immediate  control  of  a managing  coin- 
niittee,  who  meet  for  the  most  part  monthly.  The  grand  jury,  for  their  own  satisfaction, 
have  further  appointed  a gentleman  to  act  as  general  superintendent,  but  he  has  not 
visited  the  hospital  since  last  March.  However,  the  gentlemen  of  the  vicinity  take  a 
most  creditable  interest  in  it,  for,  by  a book  which  is  kept  for  the  purpose  of  recording  their 
names  and  remarks,  it  appears  that  the  establishment  is  almost  daily  inspected  by  some  one 
or  other  of  them.  . . 

The  treasurer  does  not  give  the  security  required  by  Act  of  Parliament;  and  it  may 
here  be  remarked,  that  in  general,  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  we  have  found  that  the  trea- 
surers of  charitable  institutions  are  irregular  in  this  regard,  perhaps  because  they  are 
seldom,  if  ever,  paid  officers.  Religious  prejudices  would  not  here  be  a bar  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  man,  nor  has  any  individual  ever  so  far  lost  the  confidence  of  the  subscribers 
as  to  require  removal. 

The  matron  receives  20/.  per  annum;  the  assistant  nurses  each  14s.  a month,  and  the 
0.5.  RB  2 assistant 
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assistant  compounder  of  medicines  is  paid  25Z.  per  annum.  These  all  reside  in  the  house 
but  are  not  dieted.  They  owe  their  appointments  to  the  committee,  subject  to  the  sanction 
of  the  subscribers,  who  have  also  the  power  of  discharging  them.  The  illness  of  which  the 
last  assistant  apothecary  died  was  contracted  during  his  attendance  on  cholera  patients. 

AH  the  necessary  articles  of  consumption,  &c.,are  purchased  by  the  committee  from  per- 
sons altogether  unconnected  with  the  charity. 

A report  is  made  half-yearly  to  the  grand  j ury,  detailing  the  affairs  of  the  institution  but 
as  it  has  never  been  printed,  we  were  unable  to  procure  a copy. 

The  average  amount  received  in  subscriptions  has  latterly  been  about  115/.,  and  the  grand 
jury  has  generally  allowed  from  120Z.  to  130/.  The  subscription  of  one, nobleman  is  go/ 
and  that  of  another  10/.  If  these  two  noblemen  were  to  withhold  their  support  the  charity 
would  most  certainly  cease  to  exist,  as  its  only  certain  income  consists  in  a legacy  left  by  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Crone,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  amounting  to  13/ 
English,  which  is  generally  handed  over  to  this  hospital. 

The  subscriptions  are  generally  paid  to  the  treasurer  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  are  lodo-ed 
in  the  provincial  bank  till  wanted.  ° 

The  expenditure  is  altogether  ruled  by  the  committee,  through  whose  hands  all  bills  must 
pass  before  given  to  the  treasurer  for  payment. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  monthly,  and  every  half  year  are  submitted  to  the  grand  jury 
and  annually  to  the  body  of  subscribers.  ' 

No  medical  instruction  whatsoever  is  given  at  this  institution. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Alworth — Rev.  Mr.  Beechinor,  r.p.— The  Medical  Attendant;  and  the  Apothecary. 

The  District  of  the  Newmarket  Dispensary  extends  from  north  to  south  about  five  miles, 
but  has  a medium  length  from  east  to  west  of  nearly  15  miles.  The  population,  which 
amounts  to  9,000  souls,  is  entirely  dependent  for  medical  assistance  on  the  one  institution, 
although  there  are  establishments  of  a similar  character  at  Kanturk  and  at  Freemount 
places  distant  respectively  four  and  six  miles.  It  is,  however,  considered  by  the  witnesses, 
that  one  surgeon  would  he  fully  able  to  attend  properly  to  that  number  of  persons,  if  they 
were  not  scattered  over  so  great  an  extent  of  country,  and  they  conceive  that  no  dispensary 
district  should  have  a greater  diameter  than  about  eight  miles.  The  institution  in  question 
possesses  intern  accommodation  for  fifteen  patients,  but  the  beds  are  rarely,  if  ever,  occupied, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  funds  (no  assistance  to  the  fever  hospital  being  granted  by  the 
grand  jury):  this  deficiency  has  frequently  been  productive  of  very  great  inconvenience, 
and  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  the  amount  of  accommodation  is  fully  equal  to  the  wants 
of  the  inhabitants,  if  sufficient  resources  coqld  be  obtained  to  bring  it  into  activity.  The 
witnesses  observe  that  a small  hospital,  capable  of  accommodating  a few  fever  patients  and 
occasional  accidents,  should  exist  for  the  benefit  of  every  two  or  three  contiguous  dispensary 
districts,  more  or  less,  according  to  their  population  and  extent. 

The  establishment  consists  of  a bvick-and-mortar  house  .of  two  stories,  situated  011  high 
ground  and  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a free  circulation  of  air;  it  possesses  also  an 
abundant  supply  of  pure  water,  and  is  furnished  with  excellent  sewerage.  A small  garden 
is  attached,  of  about  half  an  acre.  The  apartments  are  in  the  best  repair,  and  constructed 
so  as  to  admit  of  perfect  ventilation.  There  are  four  wards  appropriated  to  the  reception 
of  patients,  of  whom  about  20  could,  if  necessary,  be  accommodated.  The  furniture,  the  beds 
and  bedding  &c.,  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition.  There  is  a convenient  room  for 
dispensing  medicines,  and  also  a waiting-room  for  patients,  but  there  are  not  any  baths. 
A portion  of  the  lower  story  which  is  not  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  dispensary, 
is  occupied  by  the  nurse,  who  has  the  care  of  the  premises.  The  premises  are  held  at  a 
ground  rent  of  2/.  a year,  from  a person  who  is  entirely  unconnected  with  the  institution. 
It  were  much  to  be  desired  that  all  buildings  designed  for  medical  charities  were  the 
property  of  the  county. 

The  present  medical  attendant  (a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London, 
and  of  about  28  years  of  age)  was  appointed  at  a full  meeting  of  the  subscribers  in  the 
month  of  June  1832,  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  had  arisen  from  the  death  of  his  predecessor._ 
He  discharges  the  duties  of  physician,  surgeon  and  accoucheur,  and  resides  at  a distance  of 
rather  less  than  a mile  from  the  institution.  He  had  been  in  charge  of  the  cholera  hpspital 
attached  to  the  North  Infirmary  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  had  also  acted  as  physician  to 
the  Castlemartyn  and  Donoughmore  Dispensaries.  At  present,  however,  he  does  not  hold 
any  second  appointment,  but  is  permitted  to  act  as  a private  practitioner.  On  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Saturdays  he  is  required  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  from  1 1 o’clock  until 
all  the  patients  who  present  themselves  properly  recommended,  have  been  prescribed  for. 
On  these  days  he  is  assisted  by  the  apothecary,  who  alone  dispenses  the  medicines  at  all 
times,  and  is  sometimes  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  the  substitute  of  the  physician,  when  the 
latter  has  occasion  to  be  absent  from  the  scene  of  his  duties.  One  or  other  of  these 
gentlemen  is  always  at  hand  to  render  assistance  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency. 

The  physician  receives  a salary  of  80/.  per  annum;  the  apotheary'receives  21  L Neither 
has  any  allowance  for  board  and  lodging  or  for  the  maintenance  of  a horse.  The  payment 
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of  the  medical  officers  is  vested  in  the  discretion  of  the  subscribers.  Although  an  annual 
ant  towards  the  support  of  the  charity  is  derived  from  the  grand  jury,  that  body  has  no 
nower  to  interfere  in  its  application.  It  may,  if  it  be  thought  proper,  withhold  the  present- 
ment altogether  or  diminish  it,  but  it  cannot  otherwise  prevent  the  granting  to  medical  men 
salaries  much  higher  than  the  circumstances  may  properly  call  for.  There  are,  it  is  said, 
instances  where  dispensaries  have  been  set  on  foot  for  no  other  purpose  than  the 
onvino-an  appointment  to  some  medical  man,  and  which  have,  though  altogether  superfluous, 
acquired  a right  to  an  allowance  from  the  county  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  the  subscrip- 
tions which,  it  was  pretended,  they  had  obtained.  It  is  admitted  that  the  control  of  the 
grand  jury  is  quite  inadequate  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  this  kind. 

” The  subscribers  elect  each  of  the  medical  ofiicers,  and  w'hen  a vacancy  occurs  it  is  the 
•practice  to  insert  in  the  Cork  newspapers  an  advertisement  specifying  the  day  on  which  it 
IS  proposed  to  proceed  to  a new  election,  and  also  the  qualifications  which  each  candidate 
will  be  required  to  produce,  viz.,  testimonials  of  his  having  taken  a degree  in  some 
university  or  college.  There  is,  however,  no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  the  competitors,  and 
the  whole  proceedings  take  place  without  any  reference  to,  or  interposition  by,  the  members 
of  the  o-rand  jury.  This  absence  of  any  superior  authority  in  the  making  of  appointments, 
is  an  omission  wdiich  should  be  remedied  by  giving  a veto  on  all  elections  to  some  tribunal 
capable  of  exercising  a professional  judgment  on  the  merits  of  all  candidates.  On  the  last 
election  in  this  institution  there  were  two  candidates,  and  all  persons  who  had  paid  up  their 
annual  subscription  of  one  guinea  or  more  were  entitled  to  vote.  The  neighbourhood  of  New- 
market is  very  thinly  inhabited  by  persons  of  wealth,  and  the  salary  of  the  attendant  of  the 
dispensary,  is  the  principal  inducement  to  a medical  man  to  reside  in  the  district,  which 
contains  no  second  regular  practitioner.  This  charity  does  not  grant  retiring  allowances 
to  its  officers.  Regularity  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties  by  the  physician  and 
the  apothecary  is  insured  by  the  facility  with  which  any  person  having  cause  to  complain 
of  neglect  can  obtain  redress  by  stating  his  grievance  to  any  of  the  subscribers.  The  poor, 
it  is  stated,  are  not  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  this  mode  of  righting  themselves.  However, 
tlie  clergy  of  both  denominations  concur  in  representing  both  the  gentlemen  in  question  to 
possess  tfie  confidence  and  general  good  will  of  the  people. 

The  assistant  commissioners  observed  much  neatness  in  the  arrangements  of  the  pharmacy. 
They  found  it  to  contain  an  abundant  supply  of  medicines,  all  of  the  best  quality,  including 
morphia  and  some  other  preparations,  which  are  of  a rather  expensive  and  delicate  nature. 
They  were  informed  that  tenders  for  furnishing  medicines  had  been  obtained  from  four 
druggists,  but  that  the  Messrs.  Gosnell  & Co.,  of  Cork,  had  obtained  the  preference,  as 
their  estimate  was  the  most  moderate.  Their  account  is  annually  paid  by  the  treasurer  by 
order  of  the  committee.  The  medicines  remain  always  under  the  car’e  of  the  apothecary, 
who  keeps  them  locked  up,  and  is  not  permitted  to  sell  any  part,  as  they  are  quite  distinct 
from  those  which  are  made  use  of  in  his  private  practice.  The  dispensary  does  not  possess 
any  surgical  instruments,  and  leeches  are  never  resorted  to  in  its  practice;  they  are  con- 
sidered to  be  much  too  expensive,  and  could  not  be  procured.  Much  attention  is  paid  to 
the  regular  performance  of  vaccination.  The  medical  attendant  entertains  a high  opinion  of 
its  efficacy  as  preventive  of  variola,  and  is  accustomed  to  procure  a fresh  supply  of  lymph, 
(when  necessary)  through  the  means  of  a professional  gentleman  in  Cork.  Unfortunately 
the  ideas  of  the  poorer  classes  do  not  take  the  same  direction,  and  they  are  far  more  dis- 
posed to  put  their  trust  in  the  effects  of  inoculation  with  variolous  matter  than  in  vaccination ; 
smallpox  is,  in  consequence,  not- unfrequent  in  the  district.. 

A register  of  the  extent  to  which  the  institution  furnishes  relief  is  kept  either  by  the 
medical  attendant  or  by  the  apothecary.  It  contains  a statement  of  the  name  of  the  sub- 
scriber who  recommends  each  patient,  together  with  the  name  and  age  of  the  latter,  and 
also  of  the  nature  of  his  disease,  and  of  the  treatment  adopted  for  his  cure.  It  does  not 
however  contain  any  mention  of  the  number  of  occasions  on  which  relief  has  been  refused 
to  persons  applying  for  it.  At  the  period  of  the  present  inquiry  the  physician  was  in 
attendance  on  six  poor  persons  at  their  own  homes  ; and  the  average  number  of  individuals 
who  came  to  the  dispensary  on  public  days  was  stated  at  about  sixty.  No  capital  opera- 
tion had  taken  place  for  some  years,  but  nearly  fifty  lying-in  women  were,  it  was  said, 
attended  each  year.  The  grand  jury  do  not  receive  a copy  of  the  register. 

Each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of  recommendations,  which  only 
require  his  own  signature  to  give  them  validity.  Every  person  who  seeks  the  aid  of  the 
institution  must  have  provided  himself  with  one  of  these  orders,  this  condition  being  dis- 
pensed with  only  when  the  applicant  is  in  evident  distress.  There  is,  however,  but  little 
difficulty  in  complying  with  the  rule  on  this  head,  and  strangers  obtain  the  necessary  ticket 
without  any  demur.  None  of  the  poorer  subscribers  receive  relief  from  the  institution,  but 
the  servants  of  subscribers  are  at  all  times  entitled  to  call  for  the  services  of  the  medical 
attendant ; and  there  is  a considerable  class  of  individuals  who  derive  from  the  charity, 
without  any  return,  a large  propbrtion  of  those  benefits  which  should  be  reserved  for  those 
whose  circumstances  really  place  them  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance.  Wealthy  and 
respectable  farmers,  for  instance,  apply  with  tickets  in  their  hands  for  advice  and  medicine  ; 
and  should  the  medical  attendant  think  proper  to  refuse  them,  they  threaten  him  with  the 
displeasure  of  their  landlord,  who,  it  is  feared,  might  in  consequence  withhold  his  usual 
yearly  contribution. 

Relief  is  given  at  the  dispensary  to  those  who  are  able  to  come  there  for  it,  and  those 
"hose  illness  renders  them  unable  to  do  so  are  visited  as  often  as  their  case  requires  it, 
both  by  day  and  night,  at  their  own  dwellings.  It  frequently  happens  that  the  physician  is 
required  to  go  on  a call  of  this  nature  to  a distance  of  14  miles.  That  gentleman  states  that 
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he  considers  daily  attendance  as  absolutely  indispensable  in  cases  of  acute  disorder.  He 
adds  that  occasional  visits  can  not  possibly  be  of  any  service,  except  when  the  affection  is 
of  a chronic  character.  The  charity  possesses  all  the  bandages  and  splints  necessary  for 
the  treatment  of  fractures  and  other  accidents.  The  only  prescriptions  compounded  with 
the  medicines  belonging  to  it,  are  those  of  the  attending  physician.  In  cases  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  the  physician  is  bound  to  render  his  professional  aid  to  lying-in  women  of  the 
poorer  classes.  The  midwives  in  whose  bands  this  branch  of  practice  is  for  the  most  part 
left,  are,  with  two  exceptions,  possessed  of  very  little  skill  or  judgment,  and  are  often  the 
cause  of  much  mischief. 

The  establishment  does  not  supply  any  articles  of  nourishment  to  the  sick  poor,  nor  is 
there  any  other  charity  in  the  neighbourhood  that  does. 

Patients  seeking  admission  into  the  hospital  department  are  obliged  to  obtain  a recom- 
mendation to  that  effect;  this,  however,  is  easily  done;  once  admitted  they  are  not  allowed 
to  leave  the  institution  during  their  illness,  nor  are  their  friends  permitted  to  visit  them 
except  when  symptoms  of  danger  have  manifested  themselves.  During  their  stay  they 
never  perform  any  kind  of  labour,  and  there  is  a code  of  regulations  for  the  preservation  of 
general  order.  When  cholera  prevailed  some  cases  of  it  were  admitted ; but  there  is  no 
ward  for  lunatics,  of  whom,  it  is  observed,  that  the  number  occurring  in  this  district 
is  exceedingly  small.  There  are  no  chaplains  of  any  sect  attached  to  the  establishment,  but 
the  two  clergymen,  who  were  present  at  the  examination,  concurred  in  asserting  that  the 
clergy  of  all  persuasions  had  ou  all  occasions  experienced  the  utmost  facility  in  procuring 
access  to  those  patients  who  expressed  a desire  for  their  ministration,  and  that  they  were 
considered  to  have  a right  to  visit  persons  of  their  own  persuasion.  No  instance  of  improper 
interference,  or  of  the  circulation  of  offensive  tracts  has  ever  occurred. 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  regulated  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  medical  attendant. 

Articles  of  clothing  are  not  provided. 

Once  in  a year  a meeting  of  the  subscribers  takes  place^  at  which  there  are  usually  about 
eight  or  ten  members  present ; at  the  same  time  all  governors  are  equally  privileged  to  attend, 
and  voting  by  proxy  is  permitted  to  those  who  remain  absent.  There  are  in  all  about  twenty 
subscribers,  and  neither  the  surgeon  nor  the  apothecary  is  to  be  found  among  them. 

A managing  committee  exists,  composed  of  eight  gentlemen  appointed  at  the  fannual 
meeting.  This  body  meets  regularly  every  quarter,  and  at  whatever  other  periods  they 
maybe  specially  summoned;  minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings  as  well  as  of  those  of  the 
general  meeting.  There  is  a board  of  superintendence,  deriving  its  authority  from  the  grand 
jury,  and  one  of  its  members  had  inspected  the  establishment  in  the  June  previous  to  the 
holding  of  the  present  examination.  There  are  no  visiting  governors,  but  one  of  them  visits 
from  time  to  time  unofficially. 

The  treasurer  and  the  secretary,  the  only  non-medical  officers  are  appointed  by  the 
subscribers.  They  both  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  parts  without  salary,  and 
the  latter  is  not  required  to  give  any  security.  They  are  chosen  by  viva  voce  voting ; and, 
it  is  stated,  that  mode  has  been  hitherto  found  advantageous,  as  religious  prejudices  have 
not  interfered  in  the  appointments.  It  is,  however,  considered  that  benefit  would  result 
from  the  vesting  in  some  superior  controlling  power  a veto  to  prevent  all  improper  appoint- 
ments. Hitherto  there  has  never  been  occasion  to  cancel  the  election  of  any  officer. 

A nurse-tender  resides  in  the  house ; she  was  chosen  by  the  subscribers,  receives  her 
wages  from  the  treasurer,  and  may  be  dismissed  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 

None  of  the  articles  which  are  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution  are  procured 
from  any  person  in  connection  with  it;  they  are  all,  with  the  exception  of  medicines,  pur- 
chased, as  wanted,  and  without  contract,  from  the  shopkeepers  of  the  village,  and  are  never 
lent  to  any  individual. 

There  are  not  any  printed  rules. 

Reports  relative  to  the  number  of  admissions  and  discharges  of  the  persons  cured  and 
relieved,  and  of  the  rate  ofmortality  in  the  institution,  are  annually  laid  before  the  subscriber's 
and  presented  to  the  grand  jury.  It  is  observed  by  the  witnesses  that  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  poor  of  the  district  ought  to  be  the  special  care  of  a permanent  board  of  health,  con- 
sisting of  a selection  from  the  several  classes  of  society,  from  the  gentry,  the  clergy  and 
from  the  upper  order  of  farmers.  There  are,  it  is  said,  a great  number  of  well  qualified 
individuals  who  would  willingly  lend  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  conducting 
any  system  having  for  its  object  the  relief  of  the  necessities  of  the  poor. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  composed  of  annual  subscriptions,  and  a presentment  allowed 
every  year  by  the  county.  It  possesses  no  fixed  property  of  any  kind,  and  the  amount  of 
its  gross  receipts  is  presented  in  the  following  table,  extending  to  the  three  last  years: 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  141  3 6 

1832  - - - - - - - 134  12  10  i 

1833  136  16  - 

The  subscribers  belong,  without  exception,  to  the  upper  classes,  and  constitute  the  main 
support  of  the  dispensary.  If  their  usual  contributions  were  withheld  the  existence  of  the 
charity  would  be  terminated. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  he  is  the  only  officer  in  whose  hands  money 
is  allowed  to  remain. 

The  annual  expenditure  is  fully  equal  to  the  income,  and  consists  chiefly  of  the  salaries 
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of  the  medical  officers,  medicine,  rent  and  maintenance  of  intern  patients.  All  bills  are 
paid  by  the  treasurer. 

^ A statement  of  the  income  and  expenditure  is  annually  prepared  for  the  grand  jury,  but 
has  never  hitherto  been  submitted  to  the  subscribers. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

\V.  Adams,  esq. — Henry  Brown,  esq. — John  Eustace,  esq. — Waeter  Giles,  esq. — Thomas 

Harvey,  esq.  — Matthew  Hayman,  esq. — Thomas  John,  esq.  jun. — W.  C.  Poole,  esq. — 

Richard  Stanistreet,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Vesling,  roman  catholic  curate. — P.  Walsh,  esq. — The 

Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  attached  to  the  Youghal  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  is  about  two  miles 
in  diameter,  and  contains  a population  of  about  12,000  souls.  There  are  also  dispensaries 
at  Killeagh  and  at  Clashmore,  within  afew  miles  of  tlie  town,  and  these  institutions  are 
described  by  the  witnesses  as  being  amply  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  poorer  classes, 
except  that  they  are  somewhat  impeded  by  the  want  of  funds,  which  at  present  are  very 
inadequate  to  their  due  support.  However  there  has  not  been  occasion  to  refuse  any  appli- 
cations for  relief,  under  any  circumstances,  as  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
reception  aud  treatment  of  persons  labouring  under  accidents  and  surgical  disorders. 

The  dispensary  and  the  surgical  infirmary  are  carried  on  in  the  same  building,  and  the 
fever  hospital  has  been  established  at  a short  distance  from  them.  The  situation  of  (he 
charities  is  exceedingly  good,  being  on  high  ground,  and  standing  on  an  open  space  beyond 
the  precincts  of  the  town,  and  yet  at  no  inconvenient  distance  from  it.  The  buildings, 
together  with  the  small  portion  of  land  which  they  occupy,  are  the  property  of  the  charity 
itself,  having  been  conveyed  to  it  by  a grant  of  the  corporation  of  Youghal.  The  fever 
hospital  was  erected  by  means  of  voluntary  subscriptions.  All  the  premises  are  in  a state 
of  o-ood  repair,  and  the  w-ards  are  clean,  lofty  and  well  ventilated.  The  fever  hospital  is 
two” stories  high.  It  contains  five  wards  and  24  beds;  but  it  could  without  difficulty  be 
made  to  accommodate  from  30  to  40  patients.  The  infirmary  wards  are  three  in  number, 
and  contain  about  a dozen  beds;  they  are  situated  over  the  dispensary  department;  and 
three  other  apartments  are  given  up  to  the  use  of  the  resident  apothecary.  A slipper-bath 
has  been  provided  for  the  "use  of  the  patients.  The  out-offices  consist  of  a wash-house, 
a coal-house,  &c. 

There  are  three  medical  officers ; the  first  and  second  are  Doctors  of  Medicine  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  and  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London ; the 
third  is  a licentiate- apothecary  of  Dublin,  and  a full  apothecary  of  London.  The  senior  phy- 
sician is  also  in  possession  of  a diploma  from  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  both  are  engaged 
in  private  practice,  having  been  practitioners  in  the  town  of  Y oughal  at  the  time  of  their 
respective  appointments,  namely,  in  1817  and  in  1833.  They  are  bound  to  give  daily  at- 
tendance at  the  hospital,  but  by  a mutual  agreement  it  has  been  arranged  that  they  under- 
take the  charge  of  the  establishment  during  alternate  months,  each,  however,  continuing 
to  have  the  care  of  such  cases  as  have  been  admitted  under  him.  In  the  event  of  the 
necessary  absence  of  either  physician,  his  duty  is  done  by  his  colleague  or  by  the  resident, 
apothecary.  Any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officers,  any  irregularity  in  their 
attendance,  or  harsh  or  improper  conduct  towards  the  patients  comes  immediately  under 
the  notice  of  the  committee ; but  it  is  right  to  add,  that  great  pains  seem  to  be  taken  to 
give  universal  satisfaction,  and  to  make  the  institution  of  the  most  extended  utility  to  the 
public.  The  apothecary  generally  retains  two  assistants,  and  one  of  them  at  least  is  always 
on  the  spot  to  render  assistance  in  case  of  emergency.  They  are  also  employed  in  dis- 
pensing the  medicines. 

Neither  of  the  physicians  receives  any  salary.  The  apothecary  is  paid  80  L per  annum, 
and  is  provided  with  coals  aud  candles,  in  addition  to  being  allowed  apartments  in  the 
house. 

In  the  election  of  medical  officers  and  of  apothecary,  the  subscribers  have  delegated  their 
authority  to  the  members  of  the  committee  ; and,  on  reference  to  the  books,  it  appears  that 
the  practice  has  been  for  the  committee  to  make  the  appointment  in  the  first  instance,  and 
that  the  subscribers  have  reserved  to  themselves  the  power  of  a veto  subsequently.  With 
respect  to  the  facilities  afforded  to  professional  men  who  may  be  anxious  to  fill  the  situa- 
tions in  question,  it  is  stated,  that  on  the  occurrence  of  vacancies  it  has  been  customary  to 
insert  advertisements  inviting  competition  only  for  the  situation  of  apothecary.  Any  gentle- 
man wishing  to  act  as  surgeon  or  physician  has  had  to  apply  personally  or  by  letter  to  the 
committee,  who  have  always  required  that  the  candidates  should  be  qualified  as  doctors  of 
medicine,  and  as  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  No  limitation  has  ever  been  made 
as  to  the  age  of  the  candidates,  nor  has  the  grand  jury  ever  been  referred  to  in  the  selec- 
tion. At  the  last  vacancy  the  gentleman  who  is  now  junior  physician  to  the  charity  came 
forward  to  offer  his  gratuitous  services  to  the  charity,  and  his  offer  was  accepted  by  the 
committee.  The  very  considerable  number  of  persons  of  independent  means  who  reside  in 
the  town  aud  vicinity  of  Youghal  has  been  sufficient  to  maintain  four  or  five  practitioners. 
Hitherto  there  has  not  been  any  mortality  among  the  medical  men. 

The  arrangements  in  the  apothecary’s  shop  are  very  creditable  to  that  officer.  The  drawers, 
bottles,  8cc.,  displayed  much  order  and  neatness,  and  there  was  a very  adequate  supply  of 
medicine  (including  quinine)  of  the  best  quality.  The  medicines  are  usually  procured  from 
Messrs.  Leslie  and  Co.,  druggists  in  Dublin ; the  lesser  matters  from  the  Messrs,  Harrington 
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and  Co.,  druggists  in  Cork.  The  entire  expenditure  under  the  head  of  medicine  averages 
. about  50  ^ per  annum,  the  various  articles  being  procured  by  the  treasurer,  according  to  the 
orders  of  the  committee.  Every  thing  is  placed  under  the  care  of  the  apothecary,  or,  ia  his 
absence,  of  his  assistants,  and  nothing  is  allowed  to  be  sold.  The  establishment  possesses 
a tolerable  stock  of  surgical  instruments;  a case  of  amputating  instruments  has  been, 
recently  purchased,  and  there  are  also  sets  of  trepanning  instruments,  a trephine,  &,c. 
l.  Leeches  are  rarely,  if  ever,  made  use  of,  on  account  of  the  expense.  The  apothecary  is  in 
M-D.  the  habit  of  vaccinating  gratuitously,  and  large  numbers  of  persons  avail  themselves  of  the 
■ opportunity.  The  public  are  described  as  becoming  more  disposed  to  place  confidence  in- 
the  utility  of  the  practice;  but  the  medical  officers,  especially  the  senior  physician,  state, 
that  of  late  their  opinion  as  to  its  preservative  qualities  has  been  much  weakened,  and  they 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  efficacy  of  the  operation  as  a preventive  is  worn  out  before  13 
years  have  elapsed.  “ At  the  same  time,”  it  is  added,  “ small  pock  has  ceased  to  be  frequent 
throughout  the  district.”  It  is  forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  charity  to  inoculate  vvitii 
variolous  matter. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration- 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief, 


The  registration  of  patients  is  conducted  by  the  apothecary,  who  is  obliged  to  enter  the 
name  of  each  patient  admitted,  together  with  the  date  of  his  admission,  his  place  of  abode, 
the  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  he  labours,  the  mode  of  its  termination,  the  date  of 
his  discharge,  and  the  name  of  the  recommending  subscriber.  Whenever  also  it  happens 
that  there  is  reason  to  refuse  any  application  for  relief  it  is  the  duty  of  the  apothecary  to 
explain  the  circumstance  to  the  individual  recommending.  At  the  time  that  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  visited  the  establishment  the  number  of  the  patients  in  the  fever  hospital 
was  three,  in  the  infimavy  (or  surgical  department),  two.  It  was  stated  that  about  21 
persons  were  under  treatment  at  their  own  homes,  and  that  nearly  70  applications  for 
external  relief  in  advice  and  medicine  were  made  daily  at  the  dispensary.  Within  the  last 
three  years  there  had  been  two  cases  of  amputation,  one  case  in  which  the  trephine  had 
been  used,  and  one  operation  for  strangulated  hernia. 

No  relief  is  granted  unless  the  applicant  have  taken  the  precaution  to  provide  himself 
with  a letter  of  recommendation  from  a subscriber.  This  condition  is  not  found  by  any  means 
to  secure  the  institution  against  imposition.  Many  persons  contrive  to  participate  in  its 
benefits,  whose  circumstances  would  well  enable  them  to  procure  medical  assistance  without 
having  recourse  to  the  means  of  a charitable  establishment.  The  medical  attendants  use 
their  best  endeavours  to  prevent  frauds  of  this  kind,  and  are  accustomed  to  bring  every 
such  case  which  occui;s  under  the  notice  of  the  committee;  but,  owing  to  the  facility  with- 
which  recommendations  can  be  obtained,  their  efforts  have  hitherto  remained  unsuccessful. 
Every  person  who  contributes  half-a-guinea  annually  to  the  funds  of  the  institution  is 
entitled  to  have  one  patient  at  all  times  on  the  extern  list.  Every  subscriber  of  a guinea  is 
entitled  to  have  two,  and  so  on  in  proportion.  The  domestic  servants  of  subscribers 
receive  advice  and  medicine  in  common  with  other  persons  supposed  to  belong  to  the  poorer 


Extern  Patients.  The  boundaries  of  the  parish  of  Youghal,  are  the  limits  within  which  extern  relief  is 
granted.  The  physicians  receive  the  poor,  and  prescribe  for  them  at  stated  periods  in  the 
dispensary,  and  the  apothecary  visits,  at  their  own  houses,  those  persons  who  may  be 
confined  by  sickness.  If  their  case  be  one  requiring  additional  advice,  the  medical 
attendants  are  also  bound  to  visit  them  ; and  the  attendance  when  required,  is  repeated  in 
' the  morning  before  noon,  and  in  the  evening.  Daily  attendance,  at  least,  is  considered 
absolutely  indispensable  in  all  cases  of  an  acute  nature.  The  treatment  of  fractures,  and  of 
^ accidents  in  general,  forms  also  a part  of  the  duties  of  the  medical  officers,  who  are 

empowered  to  supply  the  sufferers  with  splints  and  bandages.  The  institution  does  not 
profess  to  extend  its  aid  to  lying-in  women,  who  are  consequently  thrown  into  the  hands- 
of  common  midwives,  a class  which  is  described  as  being  possessed  of  no  skill  or 
qualifications  for  their  employment.  As  the  charity  undertakes  to  supply  the  poor  with  all 
the  medicines  which  their  di.seases  may  require,  it  very  consistently  refuses  to  compound 
the  prescriptions  of  any  practitioners,  except  its  own  medical  officers. 

Nourislmient.  The  sick  are  freely  supplied  with  wine  and  other  extra  articles  of  nouri-shment,  when  such 

are  ordered  by  the  physicians,  but  there  is  no  second  charity  in  the  district  to  aid  the 
institution  in  this  matter,  or  on  which  the  physician  could  give  an  order  for  such 
necessaries. 

Intern  Patients.  The  privilege  of  recommending  patients  for  admission  into  the  hospital  is  reserved  for 

those  who  subscribe  at  least  one  guinea  annually  to  its  funds.  However,  this  restriction 
does  not,  it  is  said,  produce  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  admittance.  The  friends  of 
intern  patients  are  not  permitted  to  visit,  except  by  express  leave;  and  the  patients  them- 
selves are  never  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  establishment,  so  long  as  they 
remain  under  treatment;  neither  are  they  called  upon,  even  when  in  a state  of  convalescence,  to 
join  in  the  performance  of  any  labour.  Lunatics  are  not  admissible  into  the  hospital.  When 
such  patients  present  themselves,  they  are  referred  to  the  county  lunatic  asylum.  During  the 
prevalence  of  cholerain  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Youghal  the  entire  of  thefever  hospital 
and  of  the  infirmary  was  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  those  who  were  attacked  by  the 
ejpidemic : even  still  a small  ward  continues  to  be  set  apart  for  the  treatment  of  such 
cases  as  occasionally  occur.  There  are  not  any  chaplains  attached  to  the  institution,  but 
the  clergy  of  all  religious  denominations  are  considered  to  possess  a right  of  free  entrance 
into  the  wards,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  those  inmates  who  belong  to  their  respective 
communions,  and  who  nave  expressed  a wish  to  avail  themselves  of  their  spiritual  services. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  stated,  that  no  instance  of  improper  interference  with  the  patients 

during 
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daring  their  illness  has  ever  occurred;  and  that  the  circulation  of  controversial  and  other 
offensive  tracts  has  never  been  permitted. 

Three  classes  of  diet  are  adopted  in  the  hospital,  for  the  different  conditions  of  the 
patients  ; namely,  full,  half,  and  low  diet.  Whatever  extra  comforts  the  attending  physician 
niay  think  proper  to  order,  are  also  provided. 

The  general  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  establishment  is  entrusted  by  the  subscribers 
to  a managing  committee,  consisting  of  twelve  members,  who  are  elected  annually  at  a 
general  meeting.  The  treasurer,  the  secretary,  and  the  medical  officers  belong  also  to  the 
committee.  A public  notice  is  usually  issued  on  the  approach  of  the  period  of  the 
general  meeting  referred  to,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  subscribers  are  in  the  habit  of 
attending  it. 

The  meetings  of  the  committee  take  place  every  month,  and  a fine  is  imposed  on  any  of 
its  members,  who  may  be  absent  without  satisfactory  cause.  One  of  them,  in  addition, 
visits  the  institution  every  week,  and  enters  a note  of  his  observations.  The  charity  is 
further  subject  to  the  inspection  of  a board  of  superintendence  appointed  by  the  graird 
jurv.  Their  last  official  visit  took  place  about  four  months  previous  to  that  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners. 

The  services  of  all  the  non-medical  officers  are  obtained  without  any  remuneration.  They 
consist  of  a treasurer,  a secretary,  and  two  auditors.  The  treasurer  has  not  been  required 
to  enter  into  any  security,  but  his  appointment,  as  well  as  that  of  the  other  officers  is  liable 
to  be  cancelled  every  year,  at  the  annual  election.  At  this  election  the  voting  is  open,  and 
it  is  said  to  be  quite  uninfluenced  by  religious  bias. 

At  the  date  of  this  examination,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  patients  in  the  house, 
there  was  but  one  attendant  engaged,  namely,  a nurse-tender;  she  resided  in  the  hospital, 
and  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  loL  per  annum,  being  also  provided  with  board;  she  had 
been  appointed  by  the  committee,  who  also  retained  the  power  of  discharging  her,  should 
her  conduct  cease  to  give  satisfaction. 

Everything  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  charity  is  procured  by  public  contract, 
such  as  meat,  bread,  milk,  coals,  8cc.  The  contract  is  opened  every  year,  and  the  lowest 
tender  is  accepted. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  examined  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  general  conduct 
of  those  connected  with  the  charity,  and  for  the  management  of  its  affairs.  They  seemed 
to  have  been  drawn  up  with  judgment  and  prudence,  and  their  tenor  seemed  well  calculated 
to  lead  to  practical  advantage. 

Reports  relating  to  the  number  of  persons  relieved,  and  the  expenses  incurred,  are 
annually  prepared  ; and,. after  being  printed,  copies  are  circulated  among  the  subscribers,  and 
are  also  laid  before  the  grand  jury.  There  are  but  few  obstacles  to  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  real  condition  of  the  poor  in  the  district  of  Youghal.  There  are  a large  number 
of  intelligent  persons,  who  are  described  as  being  willing  to  co-operate  in  any  investigation 
likely  to  be  productive  of  benefit  to  the  indigent  classes. 

The  principal  sources  of  income  to  the  charity  are  annual  subscriptions  and  grand  jury 
presentments.  The  private  contributors  belong  exclusively  to  the  richer  classes,  and  con- 
siderable donations  are  also  occasionally  received  from  charitable  individuals.  The 
remainder  of  the  income  is  made  up  of  several  miscellaneous  sums,  such  as  fines  imposed 
on  members  of  the  committee  for  non-attendance  at  the  monthly  meetings;  fees  on  the 
admission  to  the  hospital  of  persons  not  in  indigent  circumstances;  and  fines  levied  by  the 
magistrates.  The  gross  income  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1833,  amounted  to 
293/,  los.  Qd.  For  the  year  1834  the  accounts  are  made  up  separately  for  the  fever 
hospital,  and  for  the  dispensary,  including  the  surgical  infirmary.  The  receipts  appro- 
priated to  the  latter  branch  were  166/.  15s.  8d.;  to  the  former,  163L  7s.  2tZ. 

The  receipts  are  lodged  by  the  treasurer  in  the  savings  bank,  and  the  interest  is  brought 
to  the  credit  of  the  institution. 

■ In  the  year  1834  the  expenditure  on  the  dispensary  and  infirmary  (combined)  was 
i66(.  15s.  8d.,  of  which  12/.  125.  was  for  the  purchase  of  a case  of  amputating  instru- 
ments. In  the  same  year  was  expended  on  the  fever  hospital  the  sum  of  108L  4 s.  ‘2^d., 
leaving  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  a balance  0L55/.  2s.  4^^.  No  bills  are  discharged  until 
after  they  have  been  submitted  to  the  committee,  subsequently  to  their  having  been 
examined  by  the  auditors.  The  treasurer  is  then  authorized  to  pay  the  amount. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  yearly. 


Persoiis  who  attended  the  Examination. 

William  CBAwroan,  esq. --Rev.  Mr.  Colgue,  catholic  cimite. — James  Dalv,  esq. — Mr.  James 
DEKNiT. — Rev.  Mr.  England,  P.P.,  of  Passage. — Rev.  Mr.  Egan. — Mr-  Thomas  Harvey. — 

Rev.  Mr.  M'Cleod,  catholic  curate. — John  Lindsey,  esq Rev.  Mr.  O’Shee,  r,  r The  three 

Physicians  attached  to  the  hospital. — The  Resident  Apothecary. 

The  present  institution  is  the  only  one  for  the  express  treatment  of  fever  within  the  limits 
01  the  coUnly  of  the  city  of  Cork,  containing  a population  of  nearly  150,000  souls.  Several 
parts  of  the  district  extend  to  a distance  of  at  least  ten  miles,  and  are  therefore  too  far 
removed  to  participate  equally  in  the  advantages  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  other  numerous 
s 3 medical 
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medical  establishments,  which  exist  in  Cork.  However,  it  is  stated  that  no  applications 
for  admission  have  been  refused  at  the  fever  hospital  during  the  last  three  years,  but  it  is 
suggested  that  the  present  too  extensive  dispensary  districts  throughout  the  country  should 
be  formed  into  divisions  more  commensurate  with  the  amount  of  duty  required,  and  that 
small  hospitals  for  the  reception  not  only  of  fever,  but  of  accidents  and  surgical  diseases 
should  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  all. 

The  house  is  a well  built  structure  of  stone  and  brick,  three  stories  in  height.  It  stands 
within  an  enclosure,  on  an  elevated  position,  with  its  principal  aspect  directed  to  the  south- 
west. It  is  completely  sheltered  from  the  east,  whilst  at  the  same  time  there  is  a free 
circulation  of  air  around  it.  There  is  an  excellent  supply  of  pure  water,  and  good  sewers 
have  been  constructed  underneath  the  premises.  'The  interior  of  the  building,  besides  the 
apothecary’s  shop  and  some  apartments  appropriated  to  the  officers  and  attendants,  contains 
11  wards,  in  which  there  are  accommodations  for  about  200  patients.  These  wards  are 
lofty  and  well  ventilated,  and  the  furniture  of  them,  the  beds  and  bedding,  are  in  a good 
state  of  repair.  The  greater  part  of  the  ground  on  which  the  building  stands  is  the  property 
of  the  charity,  and  is  held  by  a lease  for  ever.  One  small  portion  is  held  under  a distinct 
tenure  by  a terminable  lease,  but  of  which  a considerable  period  remains  still  unexpired. 

The  physicians  of  the  institution  are  three,  two  attending  and  an  extra  physician  : none 
of  them  reside  in  the  house.  The  elder  physician,  whose  age  at  present  is  55,  was 
appointed  in  the  year  1812.  The  junior,  aged  48,  was  appointed  in  1817.  They  areall 
engaged  in  private  practice,  but  none  of  them  are  attached  to  any  other  charitable 
establishment,  one  of  the  rules  of  the  fever  hospital  declaring  that  its  medical  officers  shall 
not  be  capable  of  holding  additional  appointments.  They  are  bound  to  attend  at  the 
hospital  daily,  and  whenever  either  of  them  is  unable  to  comply  with  this  regulation,  from 
sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause,  his  place  is  supplied  by  the  physician  extraordinary, 
who  is  also  in  possession  of  the  diploma  of  a surgeon.  The  senior  physician  is  a graduate 
of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  the  junior  is  a bachelor  of  medicine  of  Trinity  College 
Dublin.  The  apothecary  resides  in  the  hospital,  and  immediate  assistance  is  thereby 
insured  in  cases  of  emergency;  he  also  dispenses  the  medicines  prescribed  by  the  attending 
physician,  and  they  are  administered  to  the  patients  by  the  nurses. 

The  following  annual  salaries  are  paid  to  the  under-mentioned  officers  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  charity : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Senior  physician  - - - - - - ..6o~- 

Junior  ditto  - - - - - - - -50-- 

Apothecary  - - - - - - - - 91-- 

Tbese  salaries  are  arranged  by  the  governors  of  the  institution,  independently  of  the  control 
of  the  grand  jury,  whose  authority  in  its  affairs  goes  no  further  than  the  power  of  with- 
holding their  usual  presentment  in  case  they  should  disapprove  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  likely  to  be  expended. 

All  candidates  for  the  medical  situations  are  required  to  be  fully  qualified  in  tlieir 
respective'  branches.  The  physicians  must  produce  degrees  from  some  recognised  university, 
and  the  apothecary  must  be  a master  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall.  Whenever  a vacancy 
occurs  in  any  of  tfie  situations,  the  privilege  of  electing  a successor  is  exercised  by  all  the 
subscribers  who  have  paid  up  their  subscription,  without  any  reference  being  made  to  the 
grand  jury.  Advertisements  are  usually  inserted  in  the  newspapers  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  candidates  to  come  forward,  and  on  the  last  occasion  of  the  kind  a very  extended 
competition  took  place,  not  less  than  eight  individuals  having  presented  themselves  to  the 
electors,  who,  directed  by  the  committee,  appear  to  have  exercised  their  powers  with  much 
judgment.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  well  educated  practitioners  who  reside  in 
Co^,  it  is  stated  that  no  respectable  medical  man  could  be  found  willing  to  undertake  the 
care  of  this  hospital  gratuitously.  No  superannuation  allowances  are  made  on  the  retire- 
ment of  officers.  Of  the  physicians  who  have  been  attached  to  the  charity  two  have 
died  in  consequence,  it  is  supposed,  of  infection  received  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
The  committee  reserve  to  themselves  a perfect  control  over  the  conduct  of  the  medical 
officers,  and  any  poor  person  who  has  reason  to  complain  of  want  of  attention  or  of  harshness 
on  their  part,  is  authorized  to  bring  his  case  before  that  body.  This  has  been  done  on  one 
occasion,  when  the  complaint  was  very  accurately  investigated. 

The  establishment  of  the  apothecary  was  found  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  to  be 
well  arranged  in  all  its  departments.  The  physicians  bore  testimony  to  the  excellent  quality 
of  the  medicine,  and  there  appeared  to  be  an  abundant  sl-ipply  of  all  kinds,  including  quinine, 
and  some  other  of  the  more  delicate  preparations.  The  several  articles  are  supplied  by  two 
druggists’  houses  in  Cork,  alternately,  namely,  the  Messrs.  Gosnell  & Co.,  and  the 
Messrs.  Harrington.  The  annual  expense  has  been  latterly  about  40/.,  the  bills  being 
.discharged  monthly  by  the  committee  after  having  been  signed  by  the  apothecary.  Nothing 
is  allowed  to  be  sold  from  the  shop,  and  the  apothecary  is  not  in  private  practice. , The 
charity  does  not  possess,  any  surgical  instruments,  but  it  is  stated  that  leeches  are  very 
generally  adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  hospital,  whenever  they  are  deemed  likely  to  prove 
useful. 

No  persons  are  admitted  as  intern  patients,  except  those  who  labour  under  fever,  and  an 
accurate  register  is  kept  by  the  apothecary  of  all  the  circumstances  relating  to  such  cases, 
of  the  date  of  their  admission,  and  of  their  discharge.  A statement  of  the  entire  number 
of  patients  treated  is  periodically  submitted  to  the  grand  jury  as  a necessary  preliminary  to 
receiving  the  annual  grant,  and  it  would  appear  that  there  never  has  been,  recently,  occa- 
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sion  to  refuse  any  application  for  relief.  At  tlie  time  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
visited  the  institution  it  contained  40  patients.  It  was  mentioned  by  one  of  the  physicians 
that  during  the  last  three  years  there  had  occurred  eight  or  nine  midwifery  cases  among  the 
females  had  been  admitted  on  account  of  fever.  They  had  been  attended  by  one  of 
the  nurses  of  the  hospital  without  the  occurrence  of  any  accident  attributable  to  her  want 
of  skill.  In  most  instances  the  labour  was  premature,  and  several  of  the  children  died. 

No  condition  is  required  in  those  seeking  admission  into  the  hospital,  except  that  they  be  ! 
at  the  time  suffering  under  some  form  of  fever.  Every  such  case  is  at  once  admitted,  and 
it  is  thought  that  the  extreme  facility  thus  afforded  has  allowed  the  benefits  of  the  charity  to 
be  shared,  in  some  instances,  by  persons  who  could  have  well  afforded  to  procure  adequate 
assistance  at  their  own  homes.  ■ _ . 

The  utmost  order  and  propriety  are  enforced  throughout  the  wards,  in  conformity  with 
cirtain  regulations  which  have  been  framed  for  the  purpose,  and  none  of  the  patients  are 
permitted  to  pass  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  institution  until  the  period  of  their  final  dis- 
charge. In  the  mean  time  they  are  never  required  to  join  in  any  manual  labour,  and  much 
precaution  is  used  in  admitting  their  friends  to  visit  them,  this  indulgence  being  only 
wanted  when  the  inmate  has  been  pronounced  by  the  attending  physician  to  be  in  a state  of 
immediate  danger.  The  patients  are  examined  every  day  by  the  medical  attendant,  who  is 
also  frequently  summoned  to  the  hospital  during  the  night.  No  regular  chaplains  are 
attached^ to  the  charity  ; but  the  clergymen  of  the  different  sects  are  considered  to  possess 
a right  of  entering  the  wards  at  all  times.  The  patients  are  thus  enabled  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  services  of  their  respective  pastors  whenever  they  think  proper,  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  administration  of  their  different  religious  rites.  It  is  further  stated  by  the 
witnesses,  that  religious  and  controversial  tracts  have  always  been  excluded  from  circulation 
among  the  sick. 

There  is  a fixed  schedule  of  diet  for  the  different  classes  of  patients,  varying  according 
to  the  stages  of  their  disorders.  Extra  allowances  are  freely  given  to  such  as  stand  in  need 
of  them.  . , • -1 

Two  hundred  subscribers  and  governors,  all  enjoying  equal  privileges,  constitute  the 
supreme  authority  over  the  affairs  of  the  establishment.  A general  meeting  takes  place 
once  in  every  year,  which  is  usually  attended  by  about  twenty  governors,  and  at  which  no 
proxies  are  received,  except  those  of  the  female  subscribers.  None  of  the  salaried  officers 
are  allowed  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  these  assemblies‘,  of  which  minutes  are 
carefully  preserved. 

All  the  internal  details  relating  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  hospital  and  the  control  of  the 
officers  and  servants  are  in  the  hands  of  the  managing  cqmmittee.  This  body,  which  is 
appointed  at  the  annual  general  meeting,  is  accustomed  to  assemble  for  the  dispatch  of 
business  once  in  each  month. 

The  collector,  the  only  non-medical  officer,  is  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  large,  by 
open  voting,  and,  it  is  staled,  without  reference  to  religious  distinctions.  The  bank  acts  as 
treasurer,  and  the  committee  fill  the  part  of  auditors  of  accounts.  The  collector  is  remu- 
nerated by  an  allowance  of  5 per  cent,  on  the  amount  which  he  receives.  On  occasion  of 
one' election  there  was  a very  considerable  accession  to  the  number  of  subscribers  imme- 
diately previous  to  the  day  of  voting. 

The  following  list  was  given  of  the  attendants  and  their  wages  : 


Fever 

tIOSPITALS. 


Munster. 
County  Cork. 


Managing 

Committee. 


Officers  not 
medical. 


Purveyor 
Matron  - 

1 washerwoman 
6 nurses  ■ 

2 female  servants  - 
2 chairmen  at 

1 porter,  at  - 
1 whitewasher,  at  - 


40L  per  annum. 

56/.  17s.  6d.  per  annum. 

j>5s.  per  week,  and  10s.  6(i.  per  month,  each. 

8«.  per  week,  each. 

8s.  6d.  ~ 

6s.  — 


With  the  exception  of  the  two  chairmen,  all  these  persons  reside  in  the  establishment, 
but  none  of  them  are  provided  with  diet.  They  are  selected  by  the  committee;  but  the 
physicians  and  the  apothecary  can  remove  them  whenever  their  .conduct  merits  it.  ^ They 
receive  their  pay  from  the  treasurer.  The  mortality  among  the  attendants  has  been  limited 
four  porters  and  one  nurse  in  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  years. 

Every  thing  required  for  the  internal  consumption  of  the  hospital  is  procured  by  open  Stores, 
contract,  and  nothinsr  is  ever  lent  to  or  used  by  any  of  the  officers. 

The  rules  (which  have  been  printed)  appear  to  have  been  well  and  judiciously  diuwn  up.  Rules. 
They  are  eminently  calculated  to  insure  the  well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  institution.  _ 

A full  report  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  annually  prepared  and  committed  to  press.  Reports. 

A copy  is  then  sent  to  each  of  the  subscribers,  and  the  document  is  placed  in  general 
circulation.  From  some  calculations  in  the  last  report,  it  would  appear  that  the  average 
expense  of  each  patient  treated  has  been  only  11  s.  1 d.,  while  the  average  in  several  other 

establishments  throughout  Ireland  has  varied  from  1 L icZ.  to  2L  7s.  54 d.  ■ ■ , t-  ^ 

The  institution  does  not  possess  any  property  in  money  or  otherwise.  Its  principal  Funds  and 
sources  of  income  are  the  annual  presentment  from  the  grand  jury  .and  the  contributions  of  AocouiUs. 
annual  subscribers.  It  also  receives  a considerable  number  of  bequests  from  time  to  time,  eceip  s. 
The  proportions  of  these  various  heads  of  income  will  be  seen  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  printed  report  for  the  year  1 832  : 

0.5.  s s 2 Receipts 
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Fever 

Hospitals. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
"W.P.Borrett,  esq.,  m.  n. 

City  of  Cork 
Fever  Hospital. 


Collection, 

Custody, 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Hospital  of  the 
House  of  Industry, 
City  of  Cork.  , 


Population  and 
Extentof  Country. 
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£.  s.  d. 

155  - 10 
500  - - 
30  - - 
10  - - 
300  - ~ 

200  - - 
1 - - 
- 16  8 
331  3 o 
o 18  3 

£.1,528  8 g 

The  amount  of  the  individual  subscriptions  was  very  nearly  equal.  The  much  larger 

number  of  contributors  gave  one  guinea  each.  ® 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  collector,  and  immediately  deposited  in  the  savings  bank, 
where  they  remain  until  wanted.  A sum  of  40s.  merely,  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  purveyor^ 
to  meet  aQy  casual  and  unforeseen  expenses. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  total  expenditure  in  the  year  1831  was  - _ _ 1078  - 6 

Ditto  ditto  1832  - - - _ 4 7 

Ditto  ditto  1833  - - - _ 1228  14  10 


Receipts  for  1832. 

Balance  since  last  year  _ _ _ - - 

Bequest  of  T,  Rochfort,  Esq.  _ _ _ _ 

•Ditto  from  Miss  Sarsfield,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Quarry  - 
Ditto  from  Mr.  James  Courteney  - - _ 

Presentment  granted  Summer  assizes  1831  - 

Half  of  ditto  - - Spring  * - - - - 

Admission  of  a patient  - - - - - 

Found  in  a patient’s  pocket  - - - - - 

Subscriptions  ------- 

Interest  from  bank  ------ 


The  several  items  of  expenditure  are  best  shown  in  the  creditor  side  of  the  account 
for  1832. 

Expenditure  for  1832. 

Provisions  for  2,183  patients,  including  meat,  bread,  milk,  tea,  sugar 
Subsistence  to  nurses  and  servants  - - 

Wages  to  nurses  and  porters  - - - - 

Wine,  spirits  and  porter  ------ 

Medicine  - --  --  --  -- 

Goals,  carriage,  &c.  ------- 

Soap,  candles  and  lamp  oil  -----  - 

Clothing,  blankets,  sheets,  shirts  - - - - - 

Furniture  - --  --  --  -- 

Straw  for  beds  - --  --  --  - 

Coffins  and  interment  ------- 

Rent  ---------- 

Stationery  --------- 

Insurance  - --  --  --  -- 

Salaries  - --  --  --  -- 

Repairs  and  alterations 

Lodged  in  savings  bank  to  meet  rent  - . _ - 

Collecting  subscriptions 

Legal  expenses  in  T.  Rochfort’s  bequest  _ - _ 


Balance  in  bank 


All  payments  are  made  by  the  purveyor,  but  not  until  the  bills  have  been  previously  exa- 
mined by  the  committee,  and  their  order  made. 

The  accounts  of  income  and  expenditure  are  balanced  at  the  end  of  every  month,  but,  as 
before  stated,  they  are  not  prepared  for  circulation  amongst  the  subscribers  until  the  termi- 
nation of  the  year. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

igar 

352 

15 

3 

- 

A 7.^ 

19 

4 

- 

10 

5 

- 

86 

19 

- 

39 

13 

9 

- 

55 

12 

7 

- 

.39 

9 

3h 

- 

62 

- 

4l 

- 

28 

11 

3 

- 

16 

2 

9 

- 

7 

3 

0^ 

- 

13 

j6 

5* 

- 

9 

19 

2 

- 

11 

3 

- 

341 

18 

7ft 

- 

39 

14 

- 

59 

— 

9 

- 

16 

10 

- 

3 

13 

7 

£.  I 

.515 

1 

9 

13 

17 

9 

£.  1 

00 

9 

Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

M.  J.  Barry,  esq. — Thomas  Beale,  esq Peter  Besnard,  esq. — John  D.  Croker,  esq. — Rev. 

Mr.  Egan,  protestant  curate. — H.  Hardy, esq. — J.  Lyons,  esq.,  m.  d. — Thomas  Lyons,  esq. — 
Rev.  R.  O’Callagan,  protestnnt  curate. — Very  Rev.  Archdeacon  O’Keefe,  p.p. — Robert 

Pearcey. — John  Swete,  esq The  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Institution. — The  Surgeon  and 

Apothecary  of  the  Institution. — The  Matron  of  the  Hospital. 

This  charity  embraces  within  its  circle  the  entire  county  and  city  of  Cork,  which,  taken 
together,  possess  a population  of  upwards  of  900,000,  some  of  whom  live  at  a distance  of 
80  miles.  This  great  tract  of  country  possesses  no  other  institution  of  a similar  kind,  and 
it  certainly  appears  to  be  in  want  of  such  establishments.  No  persons,  however,  have  been 
refused  admittance  and  relief  here. 

The 
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The  building  consists  of  stone,  brick,  and  mortar,  and  occupies  about  an  acre  and  a half 
of  oTound.  l%ere  are  72  beds  appropriated  to  medical  cases,  disposed  in  six  wards,  and  5.^ 
surlical  beds  in  four  wards  ; there  are,  besides,  a midwifery  ward  and  a lock  ward.  It  could 
be  made  to  accommodate  about  125  patients.  There  are  but  five  small  rooms  appropriated 
to  the  attendants.  This  charity  has  gradually  become  the  largest  surgical  and  medical  hos- 
pital in  Cork.  It  was  at  first  solely  intended  for  those  persons  who  might  become  sick 
whilst  in  the  House  of  Industry,  but  the  want  of  sufficient  means  of  relief  in  other  places 
induced  the  poor,  especially  prostitutes,  and  those  who  had  been  discharged  as  incurable 
from  the  dispensaries,  to  adopt  the  expedient  of  gaining  admission  to  the  House  of  Industry 
tis  paupers,  into  whose  hospital  they  were  of  course  passed  when  found  to  be  diseased.  In 
order  to  separate  the  daily  increasing  number  of  sick  from  the  healthy,  the  hospital  was 
erected,  about  seven  years  ago.  Since  that  time  the  undefined  nature  of  the  claims  upon  it 
has  been  productive  of  many  inconveniences,  which  are  detailed  in  the  annexed  statement 
of  the  members  of  the  board.  The  ground  on  which  it  stands,  laid  out  for  the  greater  part 
in  two  gardens,  is  held  on  lease  from  a person  totally  unconnected  with  the  institution.  The 
House  of  Industry  is  held  for  lives  renewable  for  ever,  a mode  of  tenure  not  likely  to  induce 
any  inconvenience.  The  supply  of  water  at  present  is  not  sufficient,  but  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  board  to  insure  a better.  All  the  necessary  out-buiidmgs  are  to  be  found,  and 
also  hot  and  cold  baths.  The  sewers,  however,  are  in  very  bad  order. 

The  first  in  point  of  rank  is  an  Edinburgh  physician,  and  a licentiate  of  the  Royal 
Colleo-e  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland ; aged  34.  He  was  appointed  to  this  situation  by  the  board 
in  1826.  Previous  to  that  time  he  was  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Cork,  and  is 
still  permitted  to  enlarge  his  private  connection.  He  does  not  reside  on  the  spot,  but  at  a 
.'distance  of  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  so  that  immediate  attention  would  be  paid  to  any 
call  upon  him.  If  his  affairs  should  require  it  the  board  would  give  him  leave  of  absence, 
and  permit  him  to  find  a substitute  to  fill  his  place.  The  second  medical  officer  is  possessed 
of  a diploma  from  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and  is,  further,  a master  apothecary. 
The  hours  of  attendance  are  daily  Rom  eight  until  eleven,  but  if  assistance  should  be 
required  at  any  other  hour  a messenger,  who  is  always  at  hand,  is  immediately  dispatched 
for  it.  Medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  apothecary  and  his  assistants,  and  the  nurses 
have  the  charge  of  administering  them  to  the  patients.  Should  any  irregularity  occur 
iu  the  attendance  of  the  physician  or  surgeon  the  board  would  be  able  effectually  to  con- 
trol them.  AT  • 1-  z 

The  chief  medical  officer  receives  75L  per  annum,  and  the  second  31 1.  10s.  Neither  of 
these  gentlemen  receive  any  further  allowance  for  horses  or  lodging;  and  the  grand  jury 
could  easily  prevent,  by  refusing  the  presentment,  any  attempt  to  raise  their  salaries  higher 
than  the  amount  of  a fair  remuneration. 

The  election  of  medical  officers  is  in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  who,  by  advertisement  in 
the  newspapers  give  due  notice  of  any  vacancy  that  may  occur.  The  qualifications  required 
from  candidates,  who  on  the  last  occasion  for  the  situation  of  physician  amounted  to  four, 
are,  for  physicians,  a degree  from  some  university  ; for  surgeons,  a license  from  some  recog- 
nised college;  and  for  apothecaries,  a mastership  in  Apothecaries’  Hall.  No  limitation  is 
made  with  respect  to  age,  nor  is  it  usual  to  inform  the  grand  jury  on  any  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. Voting  is  restricted  to  those  who  are  governors  ex  officio,  or  who  have  become  so 
by  the  payment  of  3/.  per  annum.  There  has  not  been  any  mortality  among  the  medical 
attendants  of  this  charity.  The  poor  of  Cork  are  very  well  acquainted  with  the  claims 
which  they  have  upon  the  attentions  of  the  physician,  and  are  quite  aware  that  any  well 
grounded  complaint  of  his  harshness  or  neglect  would  meet  with  prompt  redress  from  the 
governors,  who  form  a tribunal  which  has  been  more  than  once  appealed  to  on  such  occasions. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  displays  great  neatness  in  every  particular. 
All  the  usual  preparations  were  blameless  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  a false  economy  never 
prevents  the  acquisition  of  the  more  costly  whenever  required.  They  are  all  procured  from 
Mr.  Harrington,  the  druggist,  and  it  is  contrary  to  rule  that  a governor  or  other  officer 
should  supply  the  establishment  with  any  article.  They  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer,  on  an 
order  of  the  board,  signed  by  five  governors,  and  remain  always  in  the  custody  of  the  apo- 
thecary’s apprentices,  who  are  not  permitted  to  sell  them  to  any  person  under  any  circum- 
stances. The  hospital  does  not  possess  any  surgical  instruments,  but  leeches  are  used  as 
often  as  required.  Vaccine  matter  is  not  given  here,  nor  are  there  any  regulations  concerning 
the  inoculation  with  small  pock,  a practice,  however,  not  followed  by  the  medical  gentleman 
attached. 

A very  accurate  register  is  kept  by  the  medical  attendant,  which  particularises  every  thing 
that  could  be  wished.  At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  there  were 
about  140  patients  in  the  hospital,  exceeding  by  15  the  number  which  may  be  considered 
usual.  During  the  last  three  years  there  had  been  but  one  capital  operation.  Within 

that  time  upwards  of  100  midwifery  cases  had  received  every  requisite  attention. 

It  is  not  thought  that  any  improper  persons  participate  in  the  benefits  of  this  chanfy, 
which  are  limited  to  the  inmates  of  the  House  of  Industry,  into  which  admission  is  procured 
without  much  difficulty.  Patients  are  never  permitted,  on  any  pretence,  to  leave  the  precincts 
of  the  institution,  and  their  orderly  conduct  is  otherwise  secured  by  a code  of  regulations 
on  the  subject.  Their  friends,  however,  are  admitted  to  see  them  on  presentation  of  an 
order  signed  by  the  physician  or  surgeon.  They  never  perform  any  kind  of  work  whilst 
here.  Cholera  prevailed  here  to  a considerable  extent,  and  then,  as  always,  the  clergy  of 
every  religious  persuasion  found  the  utmost  facility  in-seeing  those  persons  who  might  have 
asked  for  their  spiritual  aid,  which  has  never  been  forced  on  those  who  were  disinclined  to 
receive  it. 
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There  is  a well-selected  formulary  of  diet,  calculated  for  the  various  states  of  health  of 
the  inmates.  Every  thing  considered  necessary,  wine,  &c.,  will  be  found  to  entei  into  it 
occasionally. 

Shirts,  shifts  and  night-caps  are  provided  by  the  contributions  of  the  charitable.  The 
funds  of  the  institution  are  not  extensive  enough  for  such  objects. 

The  managing  committee  consists  of  the  governors,  who  meet  every  Tuesday,  and  keen 
minutes  of  their  proceedings,  which  are  subject  to  the  directions  of  a board  of  superin- 
tendence appointed  by  the  grand  jury.  No  individual  governor  is  ever  permitted  to  assume 
control  over  the  establishment,  but  some  one  or  other  of  that  body  constantly  directs  a 
useful  attention  to  the  management  of  it,  by  inspecting  the  working  of  its  various  depart- 
ments. 

The  attendants  consist  of  the  matron,  three  nurses,  and  six  assistant  nurses,  all  of  whom 
necessarily  reside  in  the  hospital,  and,  except  the  matron,  are  provided  with  board.  She  is 
paid  20 1.  per  annum ; the  nurses  receive  2 Z.  each,  and  their  assistants  but  i Z.  per  annum. 
They  have  no  perquisites,  are  appointed  by  the  board,  who  have  also  the  power  of  dis- 
charging them.  There  has  not  been  more  than  the  usual  mortality  amongst  them. 

It  is  expressly  provided  that  no  person  in  any  way  connected  officially  with  the  charity 
shall  be  permitted  to  supply  any  stores,  which  are  always  procured  by  public  contract. 

Reports  are  made  quarterly  and  presented  to  the  board.  It  is  not  usual  to  print  them. 
The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  supplied  with  a copy,  containing  a very  well  digested 
enumeration  of  the  diseases  met  with. 

The  medical  instruction  afforded  by  this  establishment  is  limited  to  the  permission  given 
to  students  to  attend  the  physician  in  his  daily  visits  to  the  sick  in  the  hospital.  Dissections 
are  never  performed,  but  it  is  usual  to  make  post-mortem  examinations  when  the  friends  of 
the  deceased  do  not  object  to  them;  and  in  general  the  practice  has  no  influence  on  their 
opinion  of  the  charity. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Dr.  M'F.nniry,  r.  p. — The  Medical  Attendant ; and  the  Apothecary, 

The  Kerry  Fever  Hospital  is  destined  for  the  relief  of  fever  cases  occurring  in  all  parts  of 
the  county,  which  may  be  said  to  possess  no  other  institution  of  the  kind,  if  we  except  one 
at  Killarney,  which  is,  however,  always  denominated  a dispensary  in  the  presentments  that 
are  laid  before  the  grand  jury  for  its  assistance.  The  position  of  the  establishment  under 
consideration  is  tolerably  convenient  with  respect  to  the  district  for  which  it  is  intended. 
Its  accommodations  are  quite  sufficient  for  its  specified  purposes,  so  much  so  that  it  never 
has  been  found  necessary  to  refuse  admission  to  any  applicants  on  the  score  of  want  of 
room. 

The  building  stands  upon  an  acre  of  ground,  which  is  used  as  a place  of  exercise  for  the 
patients.  It  has  been  erected  about  four  years,  is  substantially  and  well  built,  and  is  capa- 
ble, if  proper  arrangements  were  adopted,  of  accommodating  at  least  a hundred  persons. 
The  elevation  of  the  main  building  consists  of  two  stories,  on  each  of  which  there  are  four 
large  wards  and  three  smaller  ones.  In  addition,  there  is  a wing  raised  to  the  height  of 
three  stories ; but  in  this  the  apartments  are  rather  less  in  size,  and,  are  used  as  a pharmacy, 
and  to  lodge  the  nurses,  &c.  The  wards  are  for  the  most  part  unfurnished  and  unoccupied,  and 
even  where  they  were  occupied  by  patients  the  supply  of  furniture  was  scanty  and  bad; 
and,  although  there  was  no  want  of  adequate  ventilation,  there  was  but  little  appearance  of 
cleanliness  or  neatness.  Externally  the  situation  was  good  and  rather  elevated,  enjoying 
the  advantages  of  good  water,  and  of  a free  circulation  of  pure  air.  The  hospital  does  not 
possess  any  baths.  The  . grounds,  extending  to  about  an  acre,  and  the  buildings  above 
described  (there  are  not  any  out-buildings),  are  occupied  by  the  matron  and  other  persons  in 
connection  with  the  institution.  They  are  all  the  property  of  the  county,  being  secured  by 
a lease,  which  has  been  assigned  to  six  magistrates,  who  act  as  trustees  to  the  charity. 

The  physician,  aged  40,  was  appointed  to  the  hospital  in  1822,  at  a meeting  of  the 
then  governors  and  subscribers.  He  is  a graduate  of  Edinburgh,  and  had,  previous  to 
his  appointment,  been  engaged  in  practice  in  the  town,  where  he  still  continues  to  reside 
at  about  the  distance  of  ten  minutes’  walk  from  the  establishment.  The  only  other  medical 
institution  which  he  attends  is  the  dispensary.  For  this  he  does  not  receive  any  remunera- 
tion, and  he  attends  in  rotation  with  other  physicians,  whose  services  are  also  gratuitous. 
When  confined  to  his  bed  last  year  by  fever  his  duties  were  performed  by  two  medical 
gentlemen  alternately.  Nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  every  day  is  the  regular  hour 
for  attendance,  but  aid  is  given  at  all  times  if  required;  and  if  any  irregularity  were 
to  occur  an  application  for  redress  would,  in  the  first  instance,  be  made  to  the  treasurer, 
who  would,  as  there  are  now  no  governors,  proceed  to  lay  it  before  the  grand  jury.  There  is 
no  student  or  pupil  resident  in  the  house.  Medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  apothecary  to 
the  nurses,  who  are  charged  to  administer  them  in  person  to  the  sick. 

The  salary  of  the  medical  atttendant  is  80Z,  per  annum,  that  of  the  apothecary  21 Z. 
per  annum.  Neither  of  these  individuals  receives  any  other  emoluments.  They  are  neither 
allowed  for  a horse,  nor  provided  with  board  or  lodging. 
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The  election  of  medical  officers  is  vested  in  the  magistrates  of  the  county,  as  there  are  now 
neither  governors  nor  subscribers.  Notice  of  the  period  of  election  is  posted  up  in  the 
nublic  places  of  the  town,  and  it  is  req^uired  that  all  candidates  shall  produce  those  testimo- 
nials which  are  deemed  indispensable  in  a regularly  educated  physician.  On  the  last  occa- 
sion the  present  surgeon  was  the  only  candidate.  No  limitation  exists  as  to  the  age  of  candi- 
dates either  in  electing  or  displacing  them.  The  number  of  individuals  in  Tralee  and  its 
vicinity  capable  of  paying  for  advice  is  quite  sufficient  to  support  a physician,  independent  of 
thedispenLry  emolument;  and  it  was  stated  that  there  were  six  or  seven  medical  gentlemen 
practising  there  who  were  qualified  to  be  elected  for  the  fever  hospital.  The  mode  of  correct- 
ing any  neglect  or  harshness  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant  has  been  already  men- 
timied-  it  only  remains  to  add,  that  the  poor. are  quite  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
means  of  redress. 

The  pharmacy  is  well  arranged  and  neatly  kept.  The  medicines  appeared  to  be  of  good 
Quality,  and  though  the  stock  was  small,  it  was  sufficient  for  the  ends  of  a fever  hospital. 
There  was  also  the  requisite  supply  of  the  more  delicate  and  expensive  medicines,  such  as 
quinine,  morphia,  &c.  Eve^  thing  in  this  department  was  procured  from  Mr.  Harrington, 
the  druggist,  of  Cork,  and  his  bill,  which  is  discharged  by  the  treasurer,  has,  on  an  average 
of  the  last  three  years,  amounted  to  about  30  Z.  per  annum.  The  apothecary’s  stores  are  at 
present  kept  in  a locked-up  room,  but  this  was  left  open  until  within  the  last  few  weeks. 
It  is  not  permitted,  on  any  account,  to  dispose  of  them  by  sale.  Leeches  are  much  used, 
and  form  an  item  of  heavy  expense.  They  are  supplied  by  the  apothecaiy  of  the  institution 
at  the  price  of  is.  each  leech,  being  about  the  average  charge  in  country  districts.  The 
following  table  will  exhibit  the  amount  of  expenditure  under  this  head : — 

Year.  Cost  of  Leeches.  Number  of  Patients. 


1831 

£.  s. 

- 36  19 

d. 

5 - 

- 443 

1832 

- 

- 

- 

- 28  15 

0 

- 391 

1833 

- 

- 

- 

- 70  2 

0 

- 225 

Thus,  in  the  last  year,  when  the  number  of  patients  as  compared  with  1831  was  reduced 
one-half,  the  cost  of  leeches  was  nearly  doubled;  the  proportion  used  for  each  patient 
nearly  quadrupled. 

A register  is  very  accurately  kept  by  the  physician,  in  which  he  particularises  the  various 
circumstances  relating  to  each  patient.  Of  this  register  it  is  usual  to  lodge  a copy  with  the 
grand  jury,  and,  from  an  inspection  of  it,  it  appears  that  an  applicant  has  never  been  refused 
admission.  At  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  there  were  27  intern 
patients  on  the  books. 

All  persons  labouring  under  fevej-  are  considered  to  be  entitled  to  immediate  admission ; 
no  order  or  recommendation  is  ever  demanded  from  them.  On  inquiring  whether  the 
servants  of  subscribers  were  frequently  relieved  it  was  stated  that  there  were  not  any  sub- 
scribers, and  that  the  institution  was  wholly  supported  by  the  grand  jury  grant. 

Extern  patients  are  not  attended  to  at  this  fever  hospital,  nor  are  the  sick  visited  at  their 
own  dwellings,  in  connection  with  it.  With  respect  to  the  persons  under  treatment  within 
it,  the  medical  attendant  does  not  limit  himself  to  one  visit  during  the  day,  but  repeats  it 
as  often  as  the  case  may  demand,  and  even  occasionally  during  the  night.  The  only  pre- 
scriptions compounded  in  this  establishment  ai'e  those  of  the  medical  attendant. 

Whatever  articles  of  extra  nourishment  are  deemed  necessary  are  given  upon  the  order 
of  the  physician,  but  always  at  the  expense  of  the  hospital,  as  there  are  no  charities  in 
the  neighbourhood  to  afford  this  aid.  Patients  are  not  allowed  to  receive  visits  from 
their  friends,  nor,  before  their  final  departure,  are  they  permitted  to  leave  the  bounds 
of  the  institution.  During  their  stay  they  are  not  employed  in  the  performance  of 
any  kind  of  work.  There  are  not  any  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  lunatic  patients. 
When  cholera  prevailed  in  the  district  it  did  not  spare  the  inmates  of  this  establishment, 
and  many  persons  were  also  taken  in  whilst  labouring  under  that  disease.  The  clergy  of 
every  persuasion  have  a right  to  visit  at  all  times  persons  of  their  own  flock,  and  any  sick 
inmate  who  expresses  a wish  to  that  effect  can  easily  obtain  the  attendance  of  his  own 
pastors.  There  has  never  been  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  with 
persons  who  differed  from  them  in  religious  belief,  and  neither  theological  nor  controversial 
tracts  have  ever  been  distributed  in  the  wards.  The  hospital  has  not  any  chaplain 
attached. 

There  is  no  systematic  dietary.  The  physician  orders  what  he  thinks  most  fitting  for  the 
condition  of  each  patient. 

There  is  no  hospital  clothing  for  the  patients.  Their  own  clothes  are  taken  from  them  on 
their  admission,  and  afterwards  returned  in  the  same  state,  without  having  undergone  any 
purification  or  cleansing. 

As  there  are  no  subscribers  to  constitute  a committee  the  entire  management  is  confided 
to  the  treasurer  without  either  meetings  of  governors  or  of  a board  of  superintendence.  The 
institution  is  never  visited  by  any  person  officially  appointed  for  that  purpose ; and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  present  that  there  are  but  few  who  would  be  willing  to  inspect  the 
establishment,  from  the  prevailing  dread  of  infection. 

The  roman  catholic  clergyman  of  the  parish,- is  the  only  non-medical  officer.  He  acts 
as  treasurer,  and,  after  the  grand  jury  have  presented  an  adequate  sum  for  the  support  of 
the  institution,  the  entire  management  devolves  upon  him.  He  does  not  receive  any  salary, 
nor  does  he  give  the  security  required  by  Act  of  ‘Parliament.  There  were  no  printed  bye- 
. 0,5.  SS4  laws; 


Fev  er 
Hospitals. 

M.unster, 
County  Kerry. 

F.xamhiatioiis  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  estj. 
W.P.Borreti,’esq.,  m.d. 

County  Kerry 
Fever  Hospital. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Extern  Patients. 


Nourishment. 


Diet. 

Clothing. 


Officers  noi 
medical. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.) 


Fever 

Hospitals. 

Munster. 
County  Kerry. 

ExarDiiialions  tel^eii 
Cosack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett.esq.,  m.d. 

County  Kerry 
Fever  Hospital. 


Stores. 

Rules. 

Reports. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 


Collection  and 
Custody. 

Expenditure. 

Accounts. 


Killarney 

Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country, 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


320  APPENDIX  fo  FIRST  REPORT /ro?n  ^/^e  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 

laws;  but  we  were  informed  that  religious  belief  is  not  allowed  to  have  any  influence  in 
the  election  of  officers.  An  instance  has  never  occurred  of  an  officer  being  suspended  or 
removed  for  improper  conduct. 

The  attendants  consist  of  a matron,  at  a salary  of  12/.  per  annum;  of  a clerk  and 
accountant,  at  a salary  of  loZ. ; two  permanent  nurses,  receiving,  one  18^.  and  the  other 
12/.  per  annum;  and  lastly,  of  other  nurses,  who  are  occasionally  hired  at  salaries  of  75 
a week.  All  these  attendants  are  provided  with  lodging  (but  not  with  board)  from  the  funds 
of  the  hospital.  They  are  all  appointed,  paid,  and,  when  necessary,  discharged  by  the 
treasurer. 

The  stores  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  institution  are  all  procured  by  contracts 
which  have  been  in  existence  for  some  time.  Nothing  is  ever  diverted  to  the  uses  of  any  of 
the  officers. 

There  was  not  any  code  of  regulations. 

Reports  relative  to  admissions,  cures,  deaths  and  discharges  are  laid  before  the  grand  jury 
every  half  year  previous  to  receiving  the  presentment.  These  reports  are  never  printed. 

Ten  years  have  elapsed  since  the  receipt  of  any  subscriptions.  During  that  time  the 
charity  has  been  entirely  dependent  on  the  funds  received  from  the  grand  jury,  which  have 
been  always  sufficient  for  its  maintenance,  as  it  does  not  possess  any  capital  stock  in 
houses  or  land. 

The  grand  jury  grant  is  received  half  yearly,  and  it  never  happens  that  there  remains- 
any  balance  of  it  in  hand,  as  it  is  immediately  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  all  bills 
which  have  become  due. 

The  expenditure  is  regulated  by  the  treasurer.  Bills  are  submitted  to  him  previous  to 
payment,  and  either  to  his  order  or  through  his  hands  all  moneys  are  paid. 

Accounts  are  made  up  every  half  year,  and  a statement  of  all  expenses  incurred,  and  money 
laid  out,  is  submitted  to  the  grand  jury.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  unable  to  procure 
a copy  of  tlie  annual  accounts  for  the  last  three  years,  as  they  had  been  all  sent  to  that  body. 

As  the  present  is  strictly  a fever  hospital,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  not  occasion  to 
enter  into  the  details  of  many  questions  connected  with  medical  and  surgical  instruction,  &c. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bland,  protestant  curate. — Honourable  Mr.  Brown. — Rev.  Thomas  Dunn,  roman  catholic 
curate. — Right  Rev.  Dr.  Egan,  roman  catholic  bishop. — Rev.  G,  Fitzmaurice,  p.  p. — Rev. 
Mr.  Herbert,  rector  of  the  parish. — Rev.'  Mr.  Arthur  Herbert,  rector  of  Castleisland. — John 
O’Connell,  esq. — The  two  Medical  Attendants. — The  Apothecary  of  the  Institution. 

The  Killarney  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  is  the  only  medical  establishment  for 
affording  gratuitous  relief  to  the  poor  within  a circuit  of  eleven  miles.  Many  patients, 
how'ever,  apply  to  it  from  distances  of  30  miles,  and  it  is  calculated  that  it  is  almost  the 
exclusive  source  of  assistance  to  a population  of  about  40,000  souls.  The  establishment  is 
pronounced  by  the  witnesses  to  be  altogether  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  so  extended  a 
district,  and  it  is  said  that,  in  consequence,  not  less  than  50  applications  for  relief  are 
refused  in  the  course  of  each  year.  This  state  of  things,  it  is  suggested,  would  not  be  so 
well  remedied  by  an  increase  of  the  existing  charity,  as  oy  forming  similar  asylums  through- 
out the  country  which  is  now  deficient  in  them.  Medical  districts,  of  a judicious  size,  should 
in  all  instances  be  provided  with  a dispensary  for  granting  external  relief,  and  a certain 
number  of  such  districts  should  possess  a small  hospital,  in  which  arrangements  should  be 
made  not  only  for  the  reception  of  patients  labouring  under  fever,  but  also  for  the  treatment  of 
accidents,  and  of  surgical  diseases  in  general.  A combination  of  objects,  has  been  effected, 
somewhat  in  this  manner,  in  the  institution  at  present  under  consideration,  and  the  results 
have  induced  the  witnesses  to  think  the  diffusion  of  the  plan  as  highly  desirable. 

The  building,  which  stands  upon  an  inclosure  of  nearly  one  acre  in  extent,  is  constructed 
of  brick,  and  is  two  stories  in  height.  The  situation  being  rather  high,  and  apart  from  the 
town  in  an  open  place,  affords  all  the  advantages  of  a pure"  air.  It  is  at  the  same  time  well 
supplied  with  wholesome  water.  The  exterior  contains  five  wards,  ^ and  tliree  wards  for 
surgical  cases,  holding  together  50  beds.  The  room  used  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines, 
though  small,  is  kept  in  a good  state.  There  is  no  waiting-room  for  patients.  The  portion- 
of  the  house  occupied  by  the  attendants  consists  of  the  matron’s  room,  and  some  servants’ 
rooms.  The  w'ards  are  well  ventilated,  but  very  indifferently  furnished,  and  the  furniture 
in  the  house  department  is  both  deficient  and  bad.  The  premises  are  the  property  of  the 
institution,  and  are  held  free  from  any  payments.  They  are  provided  with  the  usual  neces- 
sary out-offices. 

I’here  are  two  medical  attendants.  The  first  is  in  his  42d  year,  and  is  a graduate  of 
the  University  of  Edinburgh.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
London,  and  is  entitled  to  become  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ire- 
land, having  served  an  apprenticeship  to  one  of  its  professors  in  Dublin.  The  second 
medical  attendant  likewise  graduated  in  Edinburgh,  and  is  a member  of  the  London  College 
of  Surgeons.  There  is  also  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  institution.  He  is  a master  of 
the  Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Dublin.  The  first-mentioned  officer  was  elected  in  the  year  1826, 
the  two  latter  in  the  year  1831.  None  of  them  hold  a second  appointment,  but  they  are 
all  engaged  in  private  practice.  Their  fixed  duties  consist  in  giving  daily  attendance  at  the 

institution 
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institution  between  the  hours  of  lo  and  12.  This  they  do  in  rotation,  and  whenever  one 
is  oblio'ed  to  absent  himself  his  place  is  supplied  by  his  colleague.  Extern  patients  are 
onlv  received  at  the  dispensary  on  alternate  days.  The  committee  possess  sufficient  autho- 
jitY  to  ensure  the  regular  discharge  of  their  respective  duties  on  the  part  of  the  several 
medical  officers,  and  it  is  said  that  every  facility  is  granted  to  the  poor  in  redressing  their 
complaints  on  the  score  of  harshness  or  neglect.  The  hospital  is  never  left  without  some 
■person  capable  of  giving  assistance  in  cases  of  emergency,  but  medicines  are  never  dis- 
pensed except  by  the  apothecary.  They  are  administered  to  the  patients  by  the  matron, 
or  by  the  nurses. 

Each  of  the  physicians  receives  a salary  of  50/.  per  annum.  The  apothecary  receives 
15/.  without  any  further  allowances. 

The  right  of  appointing  the  medical  officers  is  possessed  by  the  governors  at  large.  It 
is  the  rule  not  to  select  any  candidate  unless  he  possess  a degree  from  some  university,  or 
be  a licentiate  apothecary  of  Dublin;  and  on  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy  a notice  of  the 
intention  of  filling  it  up  was  posted  in  the  reading-room  of  the  town.  However,  only  the 
successful  candidate  came  forward,  and  it  was  stated  that  he  had  paid  his  predecessor  a 
sum  of  200 Z.  on  account  of  liis  resignation.  The  electors  did  not  put  forward  any  limitation 
as  to  age.  Retiring  pensions  would  not  be  allowed.  There  have  not  hitherto  been  any 
deaths  among  the  medical  men. 

The  arrangements  in  the  apothecary’s  department,  though  perhaps  somewhat  deficient 
in  order  and  neatness,  were  by  no  means  so  as  respects  the  supply  of  good  medicines. 
Every  ordinary  article  had  been  provided,  as  well  as  the  more  delicate  preparations,  such  as 
quinine,  &c.  They  had  all  been  procured  by  the  treasurer  from  the  house  of  Leslie  & Co., 
drugc^ists,  in  Dublin,  and  were  designed  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  establishment, 
nothing  being  ever  kept  for  sale.  The  usual  and  necessary  pharmaceutical  apparatus  were 
also  to  be  found,  but  there  was  a great  deficiency  of  surgical  instruments,  which  fell  alto- 
gether short  of  the  objects  of  the  charity.  It  was  also  stated  that  leeches  were  seldom 
adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  hospital,  in  fact  never,  except  when  absolutely  required. 
The  medical  officers  are  forbidden  to  inoculate  witli  variolous  matter,  but  they  are  bound 
to  vaccinate  gratuitously  all  persons  who  make  proper  application  to  them.  The  poor  avail 
themselves  of  this  regulation  to  a considerable  extent,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
general  is  represented  to  be  very  much  on  the  increase,  as  regards  the  preservative  qualities 
of  the  operation.  The  physicians  speak  also  in  favour  of  its  preventive  influence,  and  say 
that  “ where  it  fails  to  confer  a total  immunity  it  generally  has  the  effect  of  mitigating  the 
subsequent  small-pock  in  a very  perceptible  degree.” 

The  register  of  the  amount  of  relief  granted,  which  is  kept  by  the  apothecary,  specifies 
the  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  each  patient  applies,  and  the  mode  of  its  termi- 
nation. That  branch  of  it  which  refers  to  the  internal  patients  is  more  in  detail  than  that 
relating  to  the  receivers  of  external  relief,  of  whom  it  is  considered  sufficient  to  state  the 
name,  the  residence,  and  the  name  of  the  subscriber  whose  ticket  they  have  produced.  An 
abstract  of  the  register  is  annually  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  county. 
At  the  time  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  institution  the  patients  in  the 
house  were : — 

Fever  cases 

Surgical  do.  - --  --  --  - 12; 

and  they  were  informed  that  the  number  of  externs  applying  for  advice  and  medicine  at  the 
dispensary  on  the  days  of  attendance  varied  between  45  and  50.  It  was  stated  that  several 
amputations  had  been  performed  by  the  medical  attendants  during  the  course  of  the  three 
preceding  years. 

Persons  labouring  under  fever  are  always  entitled  to  unconditional  admission.  The  same 
privilege  is  extended  to  cases  of  accident ; but  those  who  seek  admission  as  surgical  patients 
are  obliged  to  provide  themselves  with  a recommendatory  order  from  a subscriber.  How- 
ever, as  the  subscribers  are  not  limited  in  the  number  of  tickets  which  they  are  permitted  to 
issue,  and  a single  signature  gives  them  the  requisite  validity,  the  condition  in  question 
does  not  cause  much  difficulty.  As  to  the  chances  of  improper  persons  participating  in 
the  benefits  of  the  charity,  it  is  not  thought  that  much  imposition  is  practised.  The 
g^eiierality  of  patients  belong  to  the  class  who  really  stand  in  need  of  gratuitoirs  assistance. 
The  lower  order  of  domestics  in  the  service  of  subscribers  are  always  relieved  free  of  expense. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that,  extern  patients  are  received  at  the  dispensary  on  three 
days  in  each  week.  The  rules  do  not  require  the  medical  attendants  to  visit  patients  at  their 
own  houses,  but  they  not  unfrequently  do  attend,  particularly  in  cases  of  accident  and 
others  requiring  close  superintendence.  Neither  are  they  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  render 
assistance  to  lying-in  women,  who  are  in  consequence  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
services  of  ordinary  raidwives ; these  latter  are  described  as  being  grossly  ignorant  of  their 
duties,  and  as  having  been  the  frequent  cause  of  injury  both  to  mother  and  child. 

Not  only  fevers  and  accidents,  but  in  general  all  forms  of  disease  are  admissible  into  the 
hospital.  The  conduct  of  the  intern  patients  is  regulated  by  certain  fixed  rules,  and  they 
are  not  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  institution  until  their  final  dismissal. 
Their  friends  are  occasionally  allowed  to  visit  them,  but  only  under  certain  restrictions,  and 
ill  right  of  an  express  order  from  the  attending  physician.  The  patients  are  never  asked  to 
join  in  any  manual  labour.  It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  attach  chaplains  to  the 
institution,  but  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  are  considered  to  possess  a right  of  entrance 
to  the  wards  whenever  any  of  the  inmates  express  a wish  to  avail  themselves  of  their 
religious  services,  or  to  participate  in  the  administration  of  their  respective  rites.  Care  has 
always  been  taken  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  controversial  and  oftensive  tracts  among  the 
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sick,  as  well  as  to  preserve  theta  from  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  either  clerev 
or  laity.  During  the  prevalence  of  cholera  a few  instances  of  that  epidemic  develon^ 
themselves  in  the  house.  There  is  no  accommodation  reserved  for  lunatics;  when  such 
patients  present  themselves,  they  are  referred  to  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

No  fixed  schedule  of  diet  has  been  arranged  for  regulating  the  allowance  of  food  to  the 
several  classes  of  patients. 

During  their  stay  in  the  house,  the  male  patients  are  supplied  with  hospital  shirts,  and 
their  own  clothing  is  carefully  cleansed  before  it  is  returned  lo  them  on  their  departure. 

The  whole  management  of  the  institution  is  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  Monthly 
meetings  of  the  governors  (all  of  whom  are  equally  privileged  to  attend  and  vote)  are 
appointed  to  be  held,  but  the  rule  has  not  been  complied  with. 

A number  of  gentlemen  were  elected  to  serve  as  a managing  committee,  with  directions 
to  meet  every  month.  This  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  do,  and  the  same  individuals 
have  been  annually  re-elected  without  interruption.  The  grand  jury  have  never  appointed 
a board  of  superintendence,  nor  have  any  of  the  governors  ever  acted  as  visitors. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officer.  He  is  elected  by  the  open  voting  of  the 
subscribers,  and  without  reference  to  religious  distinctions.  He  has  not  been  required  to 
give  any  security,  and  he  has  always  .acted  without  receiving  remuneration.  To  the  ques- 
tion of  “ Whether  there  had  been  any  accession  of  governors  or  governesses  immediately 
previous  to  any  election?”  it  was  replied,  that  “ such  had  not  taken  place  with  respect  to 
the  election  of  a non-medical  officer;  but  that  it  did  on  the  last  election  but  one  (of 
physician),  when  the  medical  men  contesting  were  allowed  to  make  subscribers  up  to  the 
time  of  election,  by  which  means  the  funds  were  enriched  by  some  hundreds,  and  a deter- 
mination was  made  to  elect  two  physicians  instead  of  one,  as  the  matter  could  not  other- 
wise be  an'anged. 

The  attendants  consist  of  a matron  at  15/.  per  annum,  and  an  allowance  of  fuel,  candles, 
milk  and  potatoes  ; and  of  two  nurses  at  8 1.  per  annum  each,  who  are  also  provided  with 
board.  The  appointment  and  dismissal  of  these  servants  rests  with  the  subscribers;  no 
servant  has  died  while  attached  to  the  hospital. 

Contracts  have  been  entered  into  by  the  treasurer,  according  to  tenders  received,  for  the 
supply  of  the  various  articles  required  for  the  internal  consumption  of  the  establishment. 
The  prices  were  examined  into  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  and,  on  comparison  with 
the  market,  they  were  found  to  have  been  most  advantageously  concluded. 

A report  of  the  general  affairs  of  the  charity  is  prepared  at  the  termination  of  each 
year,  and  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury.  It  is  not  usual  to  print  the  report  as  a separate 
document ; but  it  is  generally  inserted  in  the  columns  of  one  of  the  county  journals. 

The  income  of  the  charity  is  chiefly  derived  from  annual  subscriptions,  presentments 
granted  by  the  grand  jury,  and  from  the  interest  of  1,400/.  capital  stock.  Some  of  the 
annual  contributions  are  to  a very  considerable  amount,  and  the  utility  of  the  charity  is 
not  a little  dependent  on  their  being  continued.  The  noble  proprietor  of  the  town  gives  40 
guineas  yearly,  and  the  members  of  his  family  give  20  guineas.  Trinity  College  (exteusive 
landed  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Killarney)  gives  36/.  18s.  yearly;  and 
two  other  proprietors  give  respectively  10/.  los.,  and  9/.  6s.  qd.  AUthe  subscribers 
belong  to  the  richer  classes. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  county  grant  in  the  year  1831  was  - - - - 219  15  7 

Ditto  1832  - - - 181  18  1 

Ditto  1833  - - - - 179  18  1 

Of  the  i,400<.  first  mentioned  1,000/.  has  been  lent,  by  the  directions  of  the  committee, 
on  the  security  of  the  estate  of  a nobleman  resident  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  remaining  400/. 
is  invested  in  the  saving’s  bank.  The  income  is  paid  on  application  being  made  by  the 
treasurer,  in  whose  hands  the  money  remains  until  it  is  wanted  for  current  expenses. 

The  chief  heads  of  expenditure  are  salaries,  medicine  and  maintenance  of  patients. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  1831  amounted  to  - - 466  9 10^ 

Ditto  ditto  1832  „ _ - _ 45^  2 loj 

Ditto  ditto  1833  „ - - _ 513  13  loj 

The  payment  of  bills  is  intrusted  to  the  discretion  of  the  treasurer,  by  whom  the  general 
accounts  are  made  up  every  month. 


*The  building  is  old,  connected  with  the  ancient  fortifications  of  the  town.  The  wards, 
however,  are  as  clean  and  as  well  ventilated  as  their  antiquated  construction  would  admit. 
The  patients  are  well  kept,  the  beds  good  and  clean ; there  was  not,  however,  a single  clean 
sheet  in  store,  and  there  was  also  a scarcity  of  blankets. 

There  are  two  physicians,  having  salaries  of  40/.  per  annum  each ; one  surgeon,  who 
receives  10/.  per  annum,  and  an  apothecary,  who  receives  60/.  per  annum,  with  apartments 
in  the  institution,  fuel  and  candles,  and  the  sole  use  of  a tolerably  large  garden. 

The  pharmacy  appears  to  be  neatly  and  carefully  kept. 

Tha  hospital  is  devoted  to  three  specific  diseases,  viz.,  fever,  venereal  and  dysentery. 


* Names  of  the  persons  attending  the  Examination  not  stated. 
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The  following  is  the  morning  report  on  4th  November  1834  : 


FEVER. 

VENEREAL. 

DVSENTERY. 

Total  ill  Hospital, 

Men. 

1 Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

remaining  this  Day. 

Remaining  yesterday  - 

15 

20 

i- 

14 

— 

— 

Men  and  Women 

62 

Admitted  this  day 

2 

- 

, ” 

— 

— 

— 

Total  - - - 

17 

20 

.3 

14 

— 

- 

In  active  fever  - 
Convalescent  - 

16 

21 

Cured  and  discharged  - 
Died 

Remaining  this  day  - ; 

17 

20 

13 

: 2 
12 

- 

- 

Venereal  - 
Dysentery 

Total,  as  above  - - 

25 

62 

Total,  as  above 

17 

20 

13 

14 

— 

— 
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The  deaths  during  the  year  1833,  one  in  every  22  patients,  were  in  very  moderate 
number,  and  less  in  proportion  than  in  1832. 

Medical  Report. 


For  One  Year,  ending  5th  January  1832. 

F&tients. 

Remaining  in  Hospital  the  6th 

Jan.  1831  - - - - 69 

Kumber  admitted  to  5th  Jan.  1832  1,207 

1,276 

Discharged  cured  in  one  year  - 1,133 
Number  of  deaths  last  year,  to 

Sth  January  1832  - - - 66 

Number  remaining  in  hospital  the 
5th  January  1832  - - - 77 

■ I-—  ■ ■ 1,276 


For  One  Year,  ending  5th  January  1833. 

Patients. 

Remaining  in  hospital  6th  Jan. 

1832  - - ...  74 

Number  admitted  to  5th  Jan.  1833  1,2 1 8 

1,292 

Discharged  cured  in  one  year  - 1,170 
Number  of  deaths  to  5th  Jan.  1833  57 

Number  remaining  in  hospital, 

5th  Jan.  1833  - - - 65 

1,292 


The  venereal  cases  ever  being  mixed  up  with  those  of  fever,  no  accurate  estimate  can  be 
formed  of  the  rate  of  mortality. 

The  nurses  and  other  attendants  have  been  generally  healthy ; one  nurse  has  been  in  the  Attendants, 
institution  two  years,  and  has  never  had  fever. 

The  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  years  1831,  1832  are  stated  in  the  annual  printed  Funds  and 
reports  as  follows  : Accounts. 

1831.  ^ 

Receipts:  Expenditure:  £.  s d 

Balance  of  last  account,  5th  Jan.  f ■ d.  ^ 

1831,  in  favour  of  the  public  - 727  10  - Provisions-  . _ . - 505  12  34 

One  year  and  a half  Parliamentary  . . „ 

grant,  due  and  ending  5th  Jan.  Medicines  - - - - 7 15* 

Co’unty  presentment,  ““P  ' - 93  12  81 

granted  for  Summer  £.  s.  d.  • j • 


assizes  1830  - - 300  - -I  goo  _ _ 

Ditto  - Spring  1831  - 300 j 

Presentment  of  City 
Jury  for  Summer  as- 

sires  1830  - - +6  3 ll  5 

Ditto  - Spring  1831  - 46  3 1/ 

Erom  Daniel  Barrington,  Esq.,  for 
one  year’s  interest  on  the  late 
Sir  Henry  Hartstong’s  bond  for 
300  i.  Irish,  due  24th  Dec.  1831  16  12  3 

Received  a fine  from  E.  Morony, 

Esq.,  as  foreman  of  a Record 
Jury  - - - - - 1-- 

Recetved,  as  donations  from  sundry 
persons  • - - - - 8 — — 

Received,  as  a legacy  from  the  late 
Alexander  Blood,  Esq.,  per  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Myles  - 50  — — 

Received,  as  annual  subscriptions  - 84  — — 

J,  as  admission  for  ten 
patients  - - - - lO  l - 

Received,  as  interest  from  the 

savingsbank,due20thNov.i83i  19  15  u 

Total  charge  - - £.1,742  1 3 


£.  s.  d. 

- 505  12  3i 
Medicines  - - - - - 87  15  1 

Fuel,  soap  and  candles  - - 93  12 

Furniture  and  repairs  - - - 59  lo  11 J 

Buildings  - 231  1 6 

Rent 19  1 11 

Funeral  expenses  - - - .6184 

Stationery  - - • - * 7 ^5  ~ 

Straw  and  hay  - - - 8 2 6 

Incidents  - - - - - 58  10  8 

Salaries  and  allowances  - - 34^  2 - 

Total  expenditure  - - £.1,423  3 “ 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  public  • 318  18  3 

Total  charge  - - - £.1,742  1 3 

„ Receipts: 
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Balance  of  last  account  in  favour  of 
the  public  _ - - 

One  year’s  Parliamentary  grant 
County  presentment  for  £.  s.  d. 

Summerassizes  1831  300  - 
Ditto  - Spring  1832  - 400 
Presentment  of  City 
Jury  for  Summer  as- 
sizes 1831  - - 46  3 il 

Ditto  - Spring  1832  - 4C  3 ij 
Prom  D.  Barrington,  Esq.,  one 
year’s  interest  on  the  late  Sir 
Henry  Hartstong’s  bond  for  300/. 
Irish  ► - - - - 

Received,  a part  of  Mrs.  Banks’  be- 
quest - - - - - 

Received,  a donation  from  Miss 
Ghent  - - - - - 

Received,  as  annual  subscriptions  - 
„ as  admission  of  patients  - 
„ interest  from  savings 

bank,  ending  30th  July  1832  - 


318  18  3 


92  6 


34  2 

3 - 

84  - 
17  - 

6 10 


Total  charge 


- £.1,361  11  5i 


Expenditure  : 

Provisions  • 

Medicines  - - - - . 

Fuel,  soap,  candles  • 

Furniture  and  repairs,  - - . 

Rent  - - - 

Funeral  expenses  - 

Stationery  - 

Straw  and  hay  - 

Incidents  - 

Salaries  and  allowances 

Total  expenditure  - • £. 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  public 

Total  charge  * - - 


£.  j. 

522  6 
77  13 
67  II 
59  11 
19  1 1 
6 16 
8 5 
7 14 
64  4 

348  4 


178  3 8 


The  state  of  the  hospital  appeared  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  creditable,  as  to 
cleanliness,  sanitary  arrangement  and  discipline,  to  those  concerned  in  its  administration. 


Ulster, 

County  Antrim.  Persons  who  attended  this  'Examination. 

Fever  H^ital  and  l^^gl^tRev.  Dr.  Crollt,  roman  catholic  bishop.' — Professor  Stevelly. — Dr.  Bray. — Dr.  Johnson. — 
Dispensary.  M'Donnell. — Dr.  M‘Feib.— Dr.PuRDON. — Dr.  Tennant. — Dr. Thompson.— Dr.  Wilson. 

" — Mr.  Kendall. — Mr.  M'Burhet. — Mr.  M‘Feir. — Mr.  Moore. — Mr.  Wales. 

Population  and  The  two  departments  of  this  institution  differ  as  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  the 

Extent  of  Country,  means  of  supplying  medical  assistance.  The  dispensary  is  intended  more  particularly  for 
the  town  of  Belfast,  but  the  fever  hospital  is  designed  for  the  relief  of  patients  from  all 
parts  of  the  county  of  Antrim.  Its  designation  by  no  means  implies  the  extent  of  its 
objects.  It  is  in  fact  the  only  general  hospital  in  Belfast,  and  far  more  deserves  the  name 
than  any  county  infirmary  in  Ireland,  for  it  takes  in  all  descriptions  of  cases  which  those 
charities  take  in,  and  fever  besides.  It  unites  in  itself  all  the  advantages  found  to  arise 
from  a general  hospital  of  the  very  best  kind ; from  an  extensive  well  regulated  dispensary, 
from  a female  lock  hospital,  and  from  a cheap  and  admirably  managed  maison  de  sante 
or  pay-hospital  for  the  labouring  classes.  Being  on  the  borders  of  the  county  Down  it 
affords  more  accommodation  to  the  persons  attacked  with  fever  in  that  district,  than' the 
two  magnificent  hospitals  recently  established  in  the  town  of  Downpatrick.  Within  a 
radius  0?  six  miles  several  other  medical  charities  occur.  Four  of  them  are  included  in  the 
bounds  of  Belfast ; namely  the  Chapel  Lane  Dispensary,  the  Lying  in  Hospital,  the  Lying  in 
Charity  for  attending  poor  women  at  their  own  houses,  and  the  Infirmary  attached  to  the 
poor-house.  The  following  are  placed  in  different  directions  through  the  surrounding 
country ; viz.,  the  Whitehouse  Dispensary,  Hollyraount  Dispensary,  Newtownbreda  Dis- 
pensary, Ballymacarrett  Dispensary.  With  respect  to  the  degree  in  which  these  several 
charities  correspond  to  the  wants  of  the  poorer  classes,  it  is  stated  that  the  dispensaries  for 
external  relief  are  fully  adequate  to  the  ends  in  view  both  in  the  town  and  its  vicinity,  but 
that  Belfast  labours  under  a want  of  additional  accommodation  for  intern  patients.  The 
population  of  ^the  town  is  estimated  at  60,000,  and  of  that  number  it  is  calculated  that 
one-sixth  stand  in  need  of  occasional  gratuitous  assistance  in  advice  and  medicine.  The 
town  is  divided  into  six  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  a surgeon  and  physician  are 
attached.  The  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  the  diocese  is  of  opinion  that  this  arrangement 
has  been  found  abundantly  sufficient,  and  one  of  the  physicians  coincides  in  the  expression 
of  the  same  opinion  ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  a clergyman  who  is  officially  connected  with 
the  parish  of  Belfast  declares  that  ‘Hhe  medical  attendance  on  the  poor  is  very  inadequate. 
It  is  admitted,  how'ever,  on  both  sides,  that  in  no  instance  have  applications  for  relief  been 
^ refused. 

Building,  Furniture  The  situation  of  the  establishment  is  central,  airy  and  salubrious.  The  Fever  Hospital  is 
and  Grounds.  a brick  building,  four  stories  in  height,  with  a basement  on  which  are  eleven  rooms  used  as 
kitchens,  stores,  offices,  £Cc.,  and  likewise  containing  hot,  cold,  vapour  and  medicated  baths. 
The  first  story  contains  the  apartments  occupied  by  the  apothecary  and  the  housekeeper, 
and  three  surgical  wards.  Two  of  these  are  40  feet  by  20  each,  and  are  pierced  with  five 
windows  and  contain  respectively  12  beds.  The  third  is  of  less  dimensions,  about  21  feet 
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hv  i6  and  holds  only  five  beds.  The  second  and  third  floors  are  much  on  the  same  plan  as 
the  first  excepting  that  an  operating  theatre  has  been  constructed  in  the  centre.  The 
wards  aU  lofty,  well  ventilated,  and  display  a most  gratifying  attention  to  cleanliness. 

Durine  the  last  15  years  not  more  than  three  cases  of  fever  have  been  known  to  occur 

orre  the  general  patients,  and  no  reason  existed  for  supposing  that  any  of  them  had 
orio-inated  in  contagion  imparted  by  the  inmates  labouring  under  that  disease.  There  is 
an  “abundant  supply  of  good  water.  The  sewers,  are  good  and  there  are  clean  and  well 
constructed  water-closets.  The  premises  are  held  under  a long  lease  from  the  Marquis  of 
Doneo'al,  and  include  altogether  about  one  English  acre,  of  which  a part  is  laid  out  as  a 
garden,  and  serves  to  provide  vegetables,  and  as  a place  for  exercise  for  the  convalescents. 

At  the  back  of  the  hospital  is  another  brick  building  which  has  been  recently  erected,  and 
is  at  present  used  as  a lock  hospital ; but  it  is  designed  to  appropriate  it  to  the  reception 
of  persons  labouring  under  cholera,  should  that  epidemic  again  visit  the  town.  The 
bedsteads  in  the  wards  are  of  iron  with  cross-pieces  of  wood.  They  are  simple  in  their 
make  and  can  be  easily  kept  clean.  The  bedding  is  good  throughout,  the  mattresses 
beino-  supplied  with  fresh  straw  on  their  being  occupied  by  each  successive  patient.  The 
dispensary  is  held  in  the  gate-house,  and  is  thereby  quite  detached  from  the  main  body  of 
the  building.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  present  speak  of  the  advantage  which  would  arise 
from  the  freehold  of  the  property  being  vested  in  the  county. 

The  medical  attendants  connected  with  the  establishment  are  divided  into  five  classes. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  four  consulting  physicians,  four  consulting  surgeons,  four 
attending  physicians,  four  attending  surgeons,  one  medical  superintendent  of  the  dispensary, 
and  seven  district  medical  attendants;  the  town  being  divided  into  six  districts,  to  each  of 
which,  by  the  rules  of  the  institution,  should  be  attached  two  medical  men.  These  district 
medical  attendants  see  at  their  own  private  houses  the  sick  poor  of  their  respective  districts, 
and  likewise  visit  those  who  are  unable  to  attend ; the  prescriptions  are  made  up  at  the 
dispensary.  . . 

All  these  gentlemen  reside  in  the  town  of  Belfast,  and  are  engaged  more  or  less  in  private 
practice.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add  that,  in  the  performance  of  their  official  duties, 
they  are  never  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  substitutes.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  an 
apothecary,  who  resides  in  the  house,  to  the  nurses,  by  whom  they  are  given  to  the 
patients.  The  gentleman  who  fills  the  last-mentioned  situation  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  in  addition  to  being  possessed  of  a diploma  from  the 
Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Dublin.  He  attends  every  day  in  the  shop,  between  the  hours  of 
eleven  and  three,  and  he  endeavours  to  be  always  present  when  medicines  are  being  given 
•to  the  out-patients.  He  is  ready  to  attend  at  all  hours  in  the  hospital. 

All  the  medical  officers  give  their  services  without  remuneration,  the  apothecary  excepted,  payment, 
who  receives  a salary  of  50?.  per  annum,  and  is  provided  with  board  and  lodging.  He  is 
paid  monthly  by  the  'treasurer  from  the  general  funds  of  the  charity'.  Recently,  however, 

• some  of  the  medical  officers  have  put  forward  claims  for  some  remuneration,  and  the  step 
has  been  attended  by  a partial  cessation  of  the  harmony  which  formerly  prevailed.  The 
claim  has  been  opposed  by  the  committee  as  well  as  by  the  grand  jury,  which  latter  body 
possesses  a full  control  and  authority  over  any  concessions  that  the  former  might  feel  dis- 


posed to  make  on  the  subject.  i -l  f 

The  medical  officers  who  serve  in  the  hospital  are  elected  by  the  annual  subscribers  of  Election, 
one  guinea;  one  ])hysician  and  one  surgeon  being  elected  annually,  and  remaining 
in  office  four  years.  The  appointment  of  the  district  attendants  is  vested  in  the  com- 
mittee. When  a vacancy  occurs  it  is  usual  to  insert  advertisements  m the  newspapers, 
inviting  candidates  to  come  forward,  and  announcing  the  conditions  of  eligibility,  which  are, 
for  all,  a residence  of  two  years’  date  in  the  town  of  Belfast — the  possession  of  the  degree 
of  doctor  ill  medicine  on  the  part  of  the  physicians,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  surgeons,  the 
possession  of  such  a degree  as  may  meet  the  approbation  of  the  members  of  the  committee. 

At  the  last  election  there  were  only  four  candidates,  namely,  two  physicians  and  two 
surgeons.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  send  any  notice  of  the  appointments  made 
to  the  grand  jury.  Hitherto  no  death  has  occurred  among  the  medical  gentlemen  attached 
-to  the  charity.  In  reference  to  the  security  possessed  by  the  poor  against  harshness  or 
neglect  from  the  attendants,  it  is  stated  that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  tact  of  its 
being  in  their  power  to  lodge  any  complaint  which  they  may  have  to  prefer  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  dispensary  is  well  placed  and  arranged  with  much  neatness.  It  contains _an  ample  Pharmacy.  , 
supply,  not  only  of  ordinary  medicines  but  of  quinine  and  other  more  delicate  preparations. 

In  compliance  with  a recent  resolntion  of  the  grand  jury  it  has  become  necessary  to  keep  a 
twofold  stock  of  medicines,  one  for  the  dispensary  and  the  other  for  the  patients  of  the 
fever  hospital.  Both  stocks  are  placed  under  the  care  of  the  resident  apothecary,  and  it  js 
not  permitted  to  sell  any  part  of  them.  No  governor  or  officer  is  in  any  way  interested  m 
the  supplying  of  medicines,  which  are  procured  and  paid  for  by  a sub-committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  The  institution  is  likewise  supplied  with  the  requisite  pharmaceutical 
apparatus,  and  with  a good  stock  of  surgical  instruments.  The  greater  part,  though  some- 
times borrowed  by  the  attending  surgeons,  are  in  general  strictly  reserved  for  the  use  of  the 
charity.  The  stomach-pump  alone,  and  the  apparatus  for  the  recovery  of  persons  appa- 
rently drowned,  are  sometimes  lent  out  in  cases  of  emergency.  Leeches  are  not  used  as 
extensively  as  could  be  desired,  on  account  of  their  high  price.  They  are  never  supplied 
to  patients  at  theh  own  dwellings,  being  reserved  for  the  inmates  of  the  hospital. 

Separate  registers  are  kept  for  the  hospital  and  for  the  dispensary.  The  former  is 
under  the  care  of  the  apothecary,  the  latter  of  the  surgeon  in  attendance.  Both  contain 
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the  particulars  of  the  patient’s  disease  and  of  his  occupation,  age  and  residence-  also  th 
name  of  the  subscriber  recommending,  and  the  date  of  the  patient’s  admission,  toeether 
with  the  mode  in  which  his  illness  has  terminated.  The  register  has  been  kept  since  tl*^ 
opening  of  the  hospital  in  the  year  1817,  and  each  year  an  abstract  has  been  submitted  to 
the  grand  jury.  At  the  date  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’ visit  to  the  charity  the  numbpr 
of  intern  patients  amounted  to  106. 

All  persons,  without  exception,  labouring  under  fever,  are  entitled  to  admission,  without 
the  necessity  of  having  provided  themselves  with  any  recommendation.  Those  who  require 
attendance  at  their  own  houses  in  any  part  of  the  town  are  likewise  entitled  to  receive  both 
advice  and  medicine.  This  absence  of  restrictions  on  those  who  apply  for  relief  is  not 
unattended  by  imposition ; and  all  the  witnesses  agree  in  stating  that  persons  contrive  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  institution  whose  circumstances  place  them  more  or 
less,  above  the  necessity  of  gratuitous  assistance.  ’ 

The  hospital  dispensary,  to  which  allusion  has  been  already  made,  is  open  on  five  days 
in  the  week,  and  all  persons  who  present  themselves  are  prescribed  for  and  receive  proper 
medicine ; but  as  the  doors  are  closed  from  three  in  the  afternoon  of  one  day  until  elem 
o’clock  on  the  following,  there  is  but  little  opportunity  of  affording  aid  during  the  afternoon 
and  night.  Lying-in  cases  are  never  attended  ; the  women  of  the  poorer  classes  are  thrown 
entirely  into  the  hands  of  midwives,  who  have  the  character  of  being  possessed  of  but 
little  skill.  Their  ignorance,  however, has  not  been  productive  of  much  injury.  The  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  made  for  the  extension  of  vaccination  are  deserving  of  praise.  The 
children  of  the  poor  are  vaccinated  daily,  and  a register  which  is  kept  of  the  results  of  the 
practice  shows  it  to  have  been  decidedly  beneficial.  The  confidence  of  the  public  is  said 
to  be  also  on  the  increase  with  regard  to  its  preventive  efficacy  against  smalf-poek,  which 
disease  has  diminished  considerably  in  frequency,  though  a few  cases  have  recenth  pre- 
sented themselves.  ^ ^ 

No  articles  of  food  are,  under  any  circumstances,  supplied  to  the  out-patients. 

All  cases  of  fever,  of  serious  accidents,  and  which  require  operation,  are  admitted 
on  making  application,  but  disorders  of  a chronic  nature  are  only  taken  in  once  a 
Tt'eek,  on  presenting  a ticket  of  recommendation,  signed  by  two  subscribers  and  a medical 
man,  to  the  committee.  In  addition,  a resident  of  the  counties  of  Antrim  or  of  Down 
is  entitled  to  be  received  on  paying  from  ss.  6d.  to  5s.  a week,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  applicant  and  of  his  disease.  The  patients  are  placed  under  the 
charge  of  the  nurses  and  of  the  matron  as  to  their  conduct ; and,  except  under  special  cir- 
cumstances of  exception,  the  rule  is,  that  they  be  never  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  institution.  Their  friends  are  permitted  to  visit  them  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  and 
at  other  times  on  having  obtained  a written  permission  from  the  medical  attendant.  ’The 
convalescent  patients  are  occasionally  asked  to  render  assistance  in  the  domestic  service  of 
the  house,  but  such  labour  is  on  their  part  perfectly  voluntary.  There  are  no  chaplains 
attached,  but  the  clergy  of  all  religious  denominations  are  considered  to  possess  a right  of 
ingress  to  the  wards  at  all  times;  and  there  are  some  judicious  rules  to  prevent  thern  from 
disturbing  the  repose  of  the  inmates,  though  there  has  not  latterly  been  any  occasion  to 
apply  them.  Measures  have  also  been  taken  for  putting  a stop  to  the  circulation  of 
offensive  and  controversial  tracts. 

There  is  a fixed  schedule  of  diet  calculated  for  the  different  classes  of  patients.  Wine 
and  other  extras  are  freely  given  whenever  deemed  requisite  by  the  medical  attendant. 

The  necessary  changes  of  linen  are  provided  for  the  patients  so  long  as  they  remain  in 
the  hospital.  ° 

The  Marquis  of  Donegal  is  president  for  life  of  the  institution.  In  him,  and  in  the  sub- 
scribers of  one  guinea  and  upwards  annually,  the  general  management  of  the  charity  is 
vested.  The  medical  officers  have  been  allowed  no  further  shave  in  the  direction  than  what 
they  aie  entitled  to  as  contributors  to  its  funds.  A general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  is 
appointed  to  be  held  once  in  every  year,  and  it  is  generally  attended  by  large  numbers. 
Voting  by  proxy  is  not  allowed,  pd  minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  always  kept. 

A managing  committee  also  exists  of  -2i  members,  in  addition  to  the  president,  the  vice- 
president  and  the  senior  surgeon  and  physician  for  the  time  being.  One-third  of  the  number 
vacates  office  in  rotation,  but  may  be  re-elected.  The  meetings  are  weekly,  and  an  account 
is  kept  of  the  business  transacted.  The  grand  jury  have  not  appointed  a board  of  super- 
intendence, but  one  of  the  committee  is  accustomed  to  visit  the  hospital,  and  to  enter  a 
report  m a book  kept  for  the  purpose.  The  following  sub-committees  are  detached  from 
the  committee  of  management,  namely,  (1),  a sub-committee  of  economy  and  supply  to 
provide  matters  of  daily  consumption  to  a small  amount:  this  body  receives  50/.  at  a 
time,  and  accounts  for  the  disposal  of  it  to  the  (2)  sub-committee  of  accounts,  whose  duty 
consists  m auditing  once  a month  and  passing  the  accounts,  which  it  is  intended  to  submit 
to  the  examination  of  the  general  committee ; (3),  the  sub-committee  of  works  and  repairs- 
Ihe  non-medical  officers  are  as  follow  ; 

President,  elected  for  life. 

Two  vice-presidents\  , . , 

One  treasurer  ./elected  annually. 

The  rnode  of  election,  which  has  been  adopted  with  much  advantage,  is  by  ballot,  and' 
J’el'glous  distinctions  are  suffered  lo  interfere.  The  treasurer  acts  without  remuneration, 
and  has  not  been  called  upon  to  give  any  security. 

The  attendants  consist  of  one  matron  and  nine  nurses ; the  former  has  a salary  of  20  L per 
annum  besides  board  and  lodging;  the  head  nurse  receives  10/.  a year,  and  each  of  the 

others 
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«tbers'2s.  6d.  a week ; all  have  board  and  lodging  in  addition.  At  different  times,  but  not 
recently,  several  of  the  attendants  have  taken  the  infection  and  died  of  it. 

Every  thing  required  for  internal  consumption  is  purchased  by  the  sub-committee  on  the 
best  terms  they  can  arrange.  The  following  are  the  prices  given  for  the  principal  articles 
during  the  year  ending  August  1834  : 


Milk,  sweet  - - - - -~i|per  quart. 

Buttermilk  - - - - - - “I 

Bread,  lbs.  - - - - -1-  „ 

Wine,  port  - - - - 1 5 - to  1 35.  per  dozen. 

Oatmeal  - - - - - - 12  6 per  cwi. 

Potatoes  - - - - - - 26,, 

Butter  - - - - - - - per  lb. 

Oaten  straw  - - - - - - 10  per  cwt. 


An  annual  report  is  printed  concerning  the  amount  of  relief  granted,'  and  the  expenses 
which  have  been  incurred,  including  also  other  particulars  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment. ■ , 

The  following  statements  of  income  and  expenditure  were  taken  from  the  printed  reports 
after  they  had  been  compared  with  the  original  documents  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 
The  principal  sources  of  income  appear  to  be  subscriptions,  grand  jurjr  presentments,  and 
bequests. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  gross  receipts  in  the  year  1833  were  _ _ - 1,759  7 9 

Ditto  ditto  1834  „ - - ■ ^>342  ^7  9 


The  existence  of  the  charity  is  considered  to  rest  on  tolerably  secure  grounds,  and  is  not 
likely  to  be  affected  by  any  falling-off  in  the  amount  of  annual  contributions.  The  sum 
received  from  the  so-called  “ pay  patients  ” was  inconsiderable  in  both  years. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  committee  and  lodged  in  the  Belfast  Commercial  Bank  by 
the  treasurer.  The  title  deeds  of  the  premises  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  to  whom 
the  Marquis  of  Donegal  granted  the  lease. 

The  most  considerable  items  in  the  accounts  of  annual  expenditure  are: 


Bread  ------ 

Milk 

Beef  ------ 

Wine  and  spirits  - - - - 

Medical  account  - - - - 

Salaries  ------ 

Wages  ------ 

The  entire  sum  expended  in  the  year  1833  was 
Ditto  ditto  1834  „ 


£.  s.  d. 


M9. 

10 

7 

162 

1 

11 

118 

- 

4J 

105 

4 

7 

230 

12 

10^ 

70 

- 

- 

100 

10 

1.443 

1,511 

The  accounts  are  examined  and  audited  by  a sub-committee  appointed  for  ihe  purpose, 
who  lay  them  before  the  committee  of  21.  The  treasurer  further  submits  his  books  to  the 
inspection  of  the  grand  jury,  and  is  sworn  as  to  the  accuracy  of  their  contents. 

Pupils  are  allowed  to  attend  the  practice  of  the  hospital  on  the  payment  of  1 Z.  1 s.  for  the 
twelve  months,  which  sum  is  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  institution.  These  hospital  pupils 
may  assist  in  the  apothecary’s  shop  on  the  payment  of  1 1 s.  for  the  first  six  months,  and 

los.  Gd.  for  any  longer  period. 

The  only  lectures  given  are  clinical. 

The  medical  practitioners  resident  in  the  town  can  be  admitted  into  the  hospital  at  the 
discretion  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  institution.  The  committee  of  management  claimed 
this  right,  and  gave  an  order  that  the  district  attendants  should  be  admitted  to  be  present 
at  operations,  &c.  The  medical  officers  do  not  recognize  this  right  j and  the  fact  now  is, 
that  the  district  medical  men  are  refused  admission,  and  an  order  which  did  exist,  “ that  the 
apothecary  should  inform  the  district  medical  men  when  an  operation  was  about  to  be  petr 
formed,”  has  been  suspended. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Pxamination. 

Mr.  CouLsoN. — Dean  St.iknies. — Mr.  Walkington. — The  Physican  and  Surgeon  of  the 
Institution 

The  Lisburn  Fever  Hospital  has  been  very  recently  established.  It  was  not  opened  for 
the  reception  of  patients  until  the  1st  of  January  1833.  It  was  founded  on  the  exclusive 
principle  of  admitting  .those  only  who  were  labouring  under  typhus  fever,  and  who  were 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lisburn.  This  very  limited  object  has  been  very  considerably 
extended,  and  it  is  at  present  contemplated  so  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  operation  as  to 
embrace  all  the  tenantry  on  the  estates  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford  in  and  around  Lisburn. 
This  will  include  nine  parishes,  containing  together  about  75,000  acres.  _ There  are  two 
other  medical  charities  in  the  neighbourhood,  namely,  the  dispensary  at  Hillsborough,  and 
the  dispensary  and  general  County  Infirmary  at  Lisburn. 

The  hospital  under  consideration  is  situated  at  the  distance  of  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
O.o.  T T 4 
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from  the  town,  and  is  advantageously  placed  on  higli  and  airy  ground,  unconnected  with 
any  other  buildings.  It  has  some  ground  attached  to  it,  but  hitherto  no  arrangements 
with  respect  to  it  have  been  entered  into  with  either  the  Marquis  of  Hertford  or  his  agent. 
Even  for  the  space  actually  occupied  by  the  house  no  deeds  or  writings  securing  the  owner- 
ship have  as  yet  been  procured.  The  building  is  of  brick,  two  stories  in  height,  with  a 
basement.  It  was  erected  by  contract,  and  is  quite  new.  The  roof  is  in  a good  .state,  but 
the  wood-work  and  plastering  have  commenced  to  give  way.  Each  of  the  two  upper  stories 
is  divided  into  two  wards,  with  a passage  between.  Each  ward  is  30  feet  long  by  16  broad 
and  they  are,  taken  together,  fully  capable  of  accommodating  32  patients.  At  present  the 
house  contains  ten  iron  bedsteads  for  patients,  and  of  that  number  only  six  possess  the 
requisite  bed-clothes  and  bedding.  There  are  three  ordinary  windows  in  each  ward,  besides 
a round  window  at  the  end,  and  additional  apertures  for  insuring  a full  degree  of  ventilation. 
There  is  no  waiting-room,  inasmuch  as  extern  patients  are  not  received.  No  baths  have 
been  provided.  The  basement  story  is  occupied  by  the  kitchens  and  servants’  apartments 
and  also  contains  a small  space  intended  to  be  used  as  a shop.  None  of  the  furniture  on 
this  story  belongs  to  the  establishment;  it  is  exclusively  the  property  of  the  nurse.  There 
is  a smafl  additional  building  containing  a wash-house  and  a room  for  drying  clothes.  The 
entire  building  cost  about  700^.  of  which  200Z.  were  granted  by  the  county,  with  an 
express  understanding  that  no  future  application  should  on  any  occasion  be  made  to  the 
grand  jury  for  aid  towards  its  maintenance.  It  can  hardly,  therefore,  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  a public  charity,  and  it  has  been  recently  determined,  at  a court  leet  of  the  Marquis’s 
tenantry,  annually  to  present  a sura,  to  be  levied  by  voluntary  contribution  upon  them- 
selves, for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the  charity. 

There  are  three  medical  officers ; of  these  the  senior  is  also  the  medical  superintendent 
of  the  County  Infirmary.  The  second  is  doctor  of  medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
and  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland  ; his  age  is  28.  The  third  is  a 
surgeon  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  a licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Dublin. 
All  three  reside  in  the  town  of  Lisburn,  and  are  engaged  in  private  practice ; the  last-men- 
tioned officer  is  also  in  possession  of  a certificate  from  the  Glasgow  College,  entitling  him  to 
practice  midwifery.  When  the  hospital  contains  any  patients  daily  attendance  is  given 
by  one  or  other  of  the  medical  men,  and  the  duty  is  never  performed  by  proxy.  As 
for  the  means  of  affording  immediate  assistance  in  cases  of  emergency,  the  nurse  is  tfie  only 
person  always  at  hand,  and  no  medicines  are  kept  in  the  house. 

The  three  medical  gentlemen  give  their  services  without  any  remuneration. 

They  were  elected  at  a meeting  of  the  members  of  the  committee  which  took  place  at  the 
establishment  of  the  charity,  but  the  appointments  were  made  without  regularity  and  in  a 
very  indefinite  manner,  so  much  so,  that  there  seems  to  be  some  doubts  as  to  precedence 
between  the  two  junior  officers.  In  the  report  which  has  been  made  by  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners on  the  County  Infirmary,  will  be. found  some  details  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  election,  and  also  respecting  the  medical  practitioners  in  general  of  the  district. 

The  small  room  in  the  basement  story  which  has  been  mentioned  as  intended  for  the 
purposes  of  pharmacy,  remains  as  yet  unappropriated  to  those  ends.  All  the  medicines 
which  have  been  hitherto  required  for  the  patients  have  been  procured  from  the  third 
medical  officer,  who  keeps  an  apothecary’s  shop  in  the  town.  He  also  supplies  leeches 
whenever  they  are  ordered  by  the  physician.  No  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  diffu- 
sion of  vaccination  among  the  poor,  but  it  is  stated  tEat  the  medical  officers  have  always 
refrained  from  practising  inoculation  with  variolous  matter. 

No  register  exists  either  of  the  number  of  patients  who  have  been  admitted  or  of  the  reme- 
dies which  have  been  adopted  in  their  treatment ; a trifling  exception  to  this  statement  is 
made  by  the  account  which  the  second  physician  has  kept  of  five  or  six  cases  that  have 
been  under  his  immediate  care.  At  the  time  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the 
hospital,  it  did  not  contain  a single  patient ; it  was,  however,  stated,  that  thirty-nine  patients 
labouring  under  fever  had  been  received  since  the  opening  of  the  wards ; of  this  number  two 
had  died. 

Although  the  house,  as  already  intimated,  was  originally  destined  for  the  exclusive  treat- 
ment of  typhus  fever,  it  has  been  recently  resolved  by  those  in  authority  under  the  Marquis 
of  Hertford,  to  admit  all  persons  labouring  under  epidemic  cholera,  should  that  disease 
again  visit  the  town.  No  condition,  except  being  in  distress,  is  required  from  the  sick 
who  seek  admission;  but  there  is  a want  of  rules  for  insuring  their  good  conduct  during 
their  stay.  Their  friends  are  also  permitted  to  visit  them  whenever  they  think  proper. 
Chaplains  are  not  attached  to  the  charity,  but  the  clergy  of  all  religious  denominations  are 
considered  to  possess  a right  of  free  ingress  to  the  wards  at  all  times,  and  the  patients 
experience  every  facility  in  availing  themselves  of  the  services  of  their  respective  pastors. 
At  the  same  time  there  have  been  no  instances  of  improper  interference  with  their  opinions, 
nor  have  any  controversial  or  other  offensive  tracts  been  circulated  through  the  wards. 

The  allowance  of  food  depends  altogether  on  the  discretion  and  j udgment  of  the  officers,, 
as  there  is  no  fixed  schedule  of  allowances  or  dietary. 

A committee,  containing  thirteen  names,  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  progress  of  the- 
building;  a few  of  them  have  continued  to  yield  their  services  since  its  termination,  but  no 
minutes  have  been  kept  of  their  proceedings. 

The  apothecary  discharges  the  duties  of  treasurer,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  concern  has 
already  lapsed  into  his  exclusive  management.  It  is,  however,  but  just  to  him  to  say,  that 
without  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  hospital  it  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
closed  against  the  admission  of  patients  ere  this.  The  institution  is  a very  instructive 
example  of  the  injury  that  results  from  devoting  the  resources  of  a public  hospital  to  the 

treatment 
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Fever 

Hospitals. 


treatment  of  one  form  of  disease.  The  coxintry  is  now  free  from  typhus,  and  the  hospital 
^"mains  empty  and  useless.  ' The  public  takes  no  interest  in  its  progress ; and  the  close 
ILiriitv  of  the  County  Infirmary  gives  it  the  appearance  of  being  unnecessary.  — ~ 

The  number  of  attendants  has  hitherto  never  exceeded  two.  At  present  that  there  are  Ccnntv  Antrim 

n natients,  there  is  but  one,  namely,  a nurse,  who  also  acts  as  housekeeper;  she  receives  ^ 

6 1 per  annum,  without  any  allowance  for  board.  Two  nurses  have,  at  different  periods,  been  Examinmions  taken  by 
ttacked  with  fever  while  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  hospital;  both  of  them,  however,  J.  R.  Corrie, esq.,  ».». 

^ Sir  Sarry,  at.  d. 

No  stores  whatever  are  kept;  articles  required  for  immediate  consumption  are  furnished  ~ 

bv  the  apothecary,  to  whom  the  nurse  is  held  accountable  for  their  disposal.  Fever*Spital 

statement  ofthe  affairs  of  the  charity  has  ever  been  given  to  the  public;  and  so  far  as  ^ ‘ 

re<^arded  its  sources  of  income,  the  only  one  on  which  dependence  could  be  placed  was  the 
grant  of  loo^.  per  annum  derived  from  the  manor  court  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford’s  estate.  Armagh 

Armagh  City 

*This  hospital  is  most  judiciously  constructed  and  very  favourably  situated.  The  house  Fever  Hospital, 
was  erected  and  furnished  by  the  present  Lord  Primate  about  seven  years  ago,  and  is  now,  - 

and  has  been  since  its  erection,  supported  at  his  Grace’s  sole  expense,  both  as  to  the  Building,  Furniture 
salaries  of  those  employed,  and  incidental  charges  of  every  kind.  and  Grounds. 

The  wards  are  lofty  and  well  ventilated,  about  28  feet  long  by  20  wide,  and,  including 
the  convalescent  wards,  capable  of  containing  30  beds.  The  furniture  and  floors  are  exqui- 
sitely clean ; hut  we  were  much  surprised  at  hearing  from  the  matron  that  the  wards  and 
other  rooms  had  been  only  twice  white-washed  since  the  period  of  the  opening  of  the 
establishment,  seven  years  ago.  There  are  all  the  necessary  offices  attached,  and,  amongst 
others,  a fumigating  and  purifying  room,  in  which  the  Assistant-Commissioners  saw  the 
clothes  of  the  patients  hung  up  on  rails  and  undergoing  fumigation  with  heated  sulphuric 
acid,  salt  and  manganese. 

The  sole  medical  officer  is  also  the  apothecary  and  registrar  of  the  County  Infirmary.  He  Medical  Officer, 
is  a licentiate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Dublin. 

He  receives  a salary  of  40?.  per  annum.  Payment, 

The  medical  officer  supplies  the  medicine  for  the  patients  from  his  own  shop,  and  charges  pharmacy, 
for  it  as  pills,  powders,  draughts,  &c. 

The  expenses  of  diet  and  medicine  for  the  three  last  years  are  nearly  the  same  m 


•J 

' 1831.  I 

1 8 3 2. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Diet  - 

- 

- 

45  9 3 

43  13  I I 

Medicine 

- 

- 

45-4 

42  3 1 } 

£.  s.  d. 

36  8 10 
33  10  11 i 

The  followintr  is  a return  of  the  number  of  individuals  admitted,  &c.,  for  the  year  ending  Patients'  Regis- 
30th  April  1832  : — tralton. 


Remained  in  hospital,  30th  April  1831 
Admitted  during  the  year  - - - 

11 

- - - - 183 

Discharged  cured  - - - - 

Died— Males,  7 ; females,  5 
Remaining  in  hospital,  30th  April  1832 

- 165 

- - 12 

- 17 

— 194 

In  the  months  of  December  1831  and  January  1832  two  mild  cases  of  cholera  were 
admitted.  Both  cases  recovered.  . 

When  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  establishment  they  found  m it  eight  Intern  Patients, 
patients,  four  male  and  four  female.  _ j-  i_,  v niot 

All  the  diet  arrangements  seem  to  be  conducted  m a manner  highly  creditable  to  the 
medical  attendant  and  bis  steward ; whilst  the  excellence  of  the  purely  medical  practice  is 
attested  by  the  low  rates  of  mortality  in  the  return  furnished  for  the  year  1831-2,  being 

I in  15— 3- 

The  following  statement  of  the  quantity  of  milk  of  different  kinds,  charged  to  a certain 
number  of  diets  issued  in  this  hospital  and  in  the  County  Infirmary  respectively  is  worthy 
of  notice. 

Fever  Hospital— In  the  month  of  August  1834  there  were  issued— 

Spoon  diets 

Low  diets  - -o 

Full  diets 

Total  - - - - 163 


New  milk  charged  one  pint  each  diet,  as  allowed  by  the  authorized  scale  of  diet„ 
63  pints. 


Buttermilk 


Names  of  persons  attending  the  E.xaminaiion  not  stated, 
u u 
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Buttermilk — Two  pints  for  each  spoon  diet  to  make  two  miik-whey;  viz.  - qg 
„ One  pint  as  food  to  each  of  the  other  diets  - - ^ 

N.  B.  No  extra  butter-milk.  ' 


County  Infirmary. — In  Jun^  1833  there  were  issued  in  one  week— 


Low  diets 
Full  ditto 


- 2U 

- 37 


Total 


New  milk  charged  457  pints,  or  nearly  two  pints  for  each  diet,  independently  of  70  ninb! 
of  buttermilk,  all  given  as  food.  Now  if  the  163  diets  issued  in  the  Fever  Hospital  had 
been  charged  with  new  milk  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  diets  are  in  the  County  Infirmarv 
and  at  the  same  price,  viz.,  ad.  per  Irish  quart — 


300  pints  would  have  been  paid  for  . 

Whereas  only  163.  pints  of  new  milk  are  charged  at  i|d.  per  quart 
Thus  the  saving  effected  to  its  funds  by  the  very  laudable  economy 
of  the  Fever  Hospital  diet  as  compared  with  that  of  the  County 
Infirmary,  on  163  diets,  in  the  article  of  new  milk  ahrie, 
amounts  to  - 


£.15- 
- 11  io| 


£•-  13 


The  average  expense  of  one  diet  in  the  month  of  August  1834,  in  the  Fever  Hospital 
according  to  the  statement  already  referred  to,  is  - - - - _ ^ 32  j ^ ’ 

In  the  County  Infirmary  for  the  whole  year  ' - - - - - 5 id' 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  diet  table : — 

Full  Diet. 

Breakfast. — Four  ounces  oatmeal  made  into  stirabout ; one  pint  of  good  sweet  milk. 

Dinner. — Four  ounces  good  beef  or  mutton ; four  ounces  bread  and  half  pint  of  broth. 

Supper. — One  quart  of  flummery  and  one  pint  of  buttermilk. 

Low  Diet. 

Breakfast. — Two  ounces  oatmeal  made  into  stirabout  5 one  pint  of  sweet  milk. 

Dinner. — .One  pint  of  broth  or  flummery,  as  ordered;  four  ounces  coarse  bread. 

Supper. — One  pint  of  flummery  and  one  pint  of  buttermilk. 

Spoon  Diet. 

One  pint  of  sweet  milk  and  two  pints  of  buttermilk  in  whey,,  barley  water,  solution  of 
cream  of  tartar,  apple  tea,  lemonade.  See.,  as  much  as  may  be  necessary. 

Extra  articles  as  ordered. 

The  only  officers  resident  in  the  house  are  the  steward,  an  old  serjeant  of  artillery,  and  the 
matron  his  wife,  who  have  resided  in  the  hospital  during  the  last  seven  years.  The  matron 
has  had  two  attacks  of  typhus  within  that  time,  an  interval  of  three  years  occurring  between 
the  attacks.  Her  daughter  also  has  had  one  attack,  and  the  nurse  who  preceded  the 
present  one  was  also  attacked. 

The  following  is  a report  for  the  year  1831-2-3  .of  the  number  of  patients  admitted,  and 
the  results,  together  with  the  expenses  for  the  same  perbd : — 


134 

7 


1831. 

1 83  2. 

- 

- 

- 

183  ! 

147 

■ 

" 

" 

12  ; 

7 

Admitted 
Died  - 

Rate  of  Mortality  in  1831 
« 1832 


Expense  of  Hospital  in  1831  - _ _ 

1832  - - - 

» 1833 

Total  expense  for  the  last  three  years 
Expense  of  each  patient  during  the  same  period 


- 

- 1 m 15  — 

3 

- 

1 in  21 

- 1 in  19  — 

1 

£.  s. 

d. 

- 

185  8 

8 

~ 

195  3 

i| 

- 

163  14 

7h 

“ 

- £.  544  6 

■^•1  3 5i 


pe  institution  is  very  remarkable,  as  well  for  the  excellent  economy  of  its  adminishation 
as  for  the  important  sanitary  results  which  it  has  produced.  All  the  medical  men  with 
whom  the  Assistant  Commissioners  have  conversed  in  this  city  agree,  that  to  the  prompt 
refuge  afforded  by  this  hospital  to  isolated  and  incipient  cases  of  fever  is  due  the  almost 
complete  exemption  from  any  thing  like  epidemic  diseases  of  that  class  which  Armagh  has 
enjoyed  since  its  establishment.  ^ 
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*This  cliaiitylias  been  recently  established  by  the  trustees  of  the  charities  of  the  late 
Bisliop  Sterne. 

The  dispensary,  which  is  held  in  the  same  hodse  with  the  hospital,  has  been  in  operation 
since  February  1834. 

The  fever  hospital  is  a neatly  built  and  well  situated  house,  two  stories  high,  containing 
two  wards  on  each  floor,  each  18  feet  by  15,  with  a fire-place  and  excellent  ventilation. 
There  is  a water-closet,  and  all  necessary  rooms  and  offices. 

The  building  has  cost  about  700^:,  and  contains  at  present  six  beds,  with  the  requisite 
accommodation  for  as  many  fever  patients. 

The  salary  of  the  physician,  as  chief  medical  attendant,  is  fixed  at  60  L per  annum. 
There  is  a very  commodious  house  now  being  erected  for  the  medical  attendant,  about  thirty 
yards  from  the  hospital:  the  cost  is  estimated  at  600Z.  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the 
charity.  In  this  house,  when  completed,  the  dispensary  will  be  placed. 

The  dispensary  has,  since  its  establishment,  afforded  advice  and  medicine  to  564  poor 
persons,  of  whose  names  and  diseases  a most  accurate  register  is  kept. 

No  tickets  of  recommendation  are  required,  as  the  terms  of  the  donation  define  those 
entitled  to  relief. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  admit  any  fever  patients  since  the  opening  of  the 
hospital,  as  the  parish  has  been  particularly  exempt  from  that  disease  during  this  period. 

More  than  forty  cholera  patients  were  lodged  and  treated  in  the  house  during  the  local 
epidemic  of  1833,  when  the  charity  was  found  to  be  of  the  most  important  service  to  the 
parish. 

There  is  a housekeeper  residing  on  the  premises,  who  is  paid  20Z.  per  annum.  ■ 

£.  s.  d. 

Salary  of  physician  - - - - - - -60-- 

Ditto  or  housekeeper  - - - - - - -20-- 

Medicine,  estimated  at,  annually  - - - - 20  - - 

Contingent  expenses  at-  - - - - - - 5 - - 


Fever 

Hospitals. 

Ulster. 

County  Armagh. 

Fx&minalions  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  k.  d. 

J.  11.  Corrie,  esq.,  h.d. 

Middleton 
Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 

Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 

Intern  Patients. 


Attendants. 

Expenditure. 


Total  estimated  expenditure  for  one  year 


£.105  - - 


This  charity  derives  no  assistance  whatever  from  the  county,  nor  from  any  other  source 
than  the  bequests  already  alluded  to ; nor  is  it  contemplated  'by  the  trustees  ever  to  apply 
for  a county  grant,  as  the  funds  at  their  disposal  for  this  and  other  charitable  purposes 
amount  to  about  1,800  L per  annum.  Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  admit  fever  patients 
they  are  to  be  liberally  supported  ; but  at  present  the  hospital  is  limited  to  the  reception  of 
that  disease  and  cholera  exclusively,  and  is  therefore  empty.  The  Assistant  Commissioners 
have  been  particular  in  their  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  this  establishment, — 

1st.  Because  it,  is  quite  unconnected  with  the  county  rates,  on  which  almost  all  the 
medical  charities  which  we  iiave  hitherto  examined  depend  for  at  least  half  their  support. 

2d.  Because  it  affords  a most  judiciously  managed  example  of  what  may  be  done  in  this 
country  for  a given  sum,  in  the  way  of  small,  local  hospital  accommodation,  and  extern 
advice  and  medicine  for  the  sick  poor. 

3d.  Because  some  of  the  most  humane,  enlightened  and  public  spirited  men  in  the 
country,  being  trustees  to  a charitable  bequest,  have  selected  this  mode  of  extending  a 
portion  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  their  administration,  from  a full  couviction  that  they  were 
thus  conferring  important  benefit  upon  that  class  for  whose  advantage  these  funds  had  been 
bequeathed. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  camiot  help  considering  this  charily  as  one  founded  upon 
principles  worthy  of  imitation  in  every  thing,  except  the  exclusive  devotion  of  this  fever 
hospital  to  two  diseases  of  rare  occurrence.  The  situation  of  the  medical  attendant  is  made 
sufficiently  desirable  to  become  an  object  of  ambition  to  men  of  good  education  and  fair 
professional  character.  The  little  hospital  is  a plain  well  built  house,  large  enough  for  the 
parish  or  district,  whilst  its  wholesomeness  and  fitness  to 'receive  a patient  at  any  time  are 
insured  by  the  residence  of  a respectable  housekeeper,  liberally  but  not  prodigally  paid. 
The  sources  of  expense  are  well  defined. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

The  Bishop  of  Kilmore. — The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Quade,  catholic  curate. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts, 
protestant  curate. — Dr.  Roe. — The  Medical  Attendant. — The  Apothecary  of  the  Hospital. 


County  Cavan.  , 
Cavan 

Fevev  Hospital. 


In  the  evidence  which  was  procured  relative  to  the  Cavan  General  Infirmary  will  be  found 
many  particulars  relating  to  the  population  and  circumstances  of  the  district  surrounding  Population  and 
the  town  of  Cavan,  in  which  there  are  altogether  three  medical  charities  •,  namely,  the  ‘ 

Infirmary,  the  Dispensaiy  and  the  institution  at  present  under  consideration.  These  esta- 
blishments cannot  but  be  considered  as  too  numerous  for  a town  of  the  size  of  Cavan ; more 
particularly  as  they  are  all  in  great  measure  supported  by  the  county,  and  all  their  officers 
are  in  the  receipt  of  salaries. 

The 


Names  of  the  Persons  attending  the  Examination  not  stated. 
V V 2 
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Fever 

Hospitals. 

Uhter. 

County  Cavan. 

Examinations  taken  bj 
Sir  D,  Burry,  ii.  ». 

J.  B.  Corrie,esq.,M.ii. 

Camn 

Fever  Hospital. 


, Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 

Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 

Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Diet. 


Clothing. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 

Managing 

Committee, 


Officers  not 
medical. 


Attendants. 


Stores. 


Reports. 
'Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 
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The  fever  hospital  is  an  exceedingly  well  built  stone  structure  of  three  stories  in  heioht 
and  judiciously  situated  at  a distance  of  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  town.  It  has 
arrangements  for  the  reception  of  40  patients,  but  at  present  it  does  not  (includino-  con- 
valescents) contain  more  than  13.  There  are  four  wards,  of  which  two  are  for  convalescents 
Those  on  the  ground  and  first  floor  are  lofty;  but  that  now  used  as  the  acute  female  ward* 
on  the  second  floor  is  low,  not  being  more  than  nine  feet  in  height.  It  contains  15  beds  of 
which  three  are  placed  along  the  middle  line  of  the  room.  The  ventilation  is,  however  as 
good  as,  under  the  circumstances,  it  can  be.  The  premises  are  well  supplied  with  water  • but 
the  sewerage  is  very  deficient,  and  there  are  no  water-closets.  The  place  is  held  under  the 
Earl  of  Farnham,  at  a ground  rent  of  2/.  19s.  5^.  per  annum. 

There  are  two  medical  officers,  the  physician  and  the  apothecary ; both  reside  in  the  town 
The  former  is  a doctor  of  medicine  of  the  Edinburgh  University.  He  was  appointed  to  the 
situation  in  the  year  1817,  there  having  been  an  old  hospital  previous  to  the  erection  of  the 
present  building.  The  second  medical  officer  is  a licensed  apothecary,  and  is  in  his  25th 
year.  It  is  is  stated  that  neither  have  ever  had  recourse  to  the  services  of  a substitute. 

The  physician’s  salary  i8,40^.  per  annum;  that  of  the  apothecary'2i ; in  both  cases 
without  any  allowance  for  board  or  lodging. 

There  has  not  been  an  election  of  a medical  officer  for  many  years.  The  right  of  appoint- 
ment is  vested  in  the  subscribers,  and  there  are  said  to  be  a considerable  number  of  opulent 
individuals  in  the  district. 

The  medicines  ordered  for  the  patients  are  supplied  by  the  apothecary,  from  his  shop  in 
the  town.  He  charges  certain  prices  for  each  draught,  mixture,  &c.  The  following  table 
shows  what  has  been  the  actual  cost  of  medicine  during  the  last  three  years. 


1831.  ' 

1 832. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

56 19 11 } 

35  17  11 h 

- 

282 

270 

1 833. 


£.  s.  d. 

25  17 
275 

7|(f.,  the  cost  of 


Expense  of  medicine 
Number  of  patients  treated 

These  sums  will  give  an  average  expense  per  head  per  annum  of  2 
leeches  probably  included. 

Since  the  year  1824  a register  of  all  the  cases  admitted  into  the  hospital  has  been  kept, 
with  much  attention  to  particulars.  It  appears  that  the  average  annual  mortality  has  been 
about  one  in  13. 

Admission  is  always  granted,  withoufany  conditions,  to  persons  labouring  under  fever; 
and  it  has  not  been  founa  that  the  absence  of  restrictions  has  led  to  any  impositions  on  the 
charity.  The  patients  have  belonged  exclusively  to  the  poorer  classes;  and  they  are  not 
required  to  engage  in  any  labour  during  their  stay  in  the  hospital.  No  chaplains  are 
attached,  but  the  clergy  of  all  religious  persuasions  are  freely  permitted  to  visit  the  inmates 
at  all  times.  At  the  same  time  controversial  tracts  have  never  been  circulated  in  the  wards. 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  regulated  according  to  a fixed  table,  and  it  is  estimated  by  the 
apothecary  that  when  the  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital  exceeds  15  they  are  maintained 
for  an  average  of  about  6d.  per  diem ; all  extra  articles  of  nourishment  required  in  particular 
cases  are  supplied,  when  ordered  by  the  physician. 

There  is  no  hospital  clothing  provided  for  the  patients. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  rests  with  the  subscribers ; and  the 
Bishop  of  Kilmore  takes  the  chair  when  present  at  their  meetings. 

The  general  committee  of  the  Fever  Hospital  is  accustomed  to  meet  at  the  board  room  of 
the  general  hospital  twice  in  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  accounts.  No 
record  is,  however,  kept  of  the  proceedings  at  these  meetings.  There  is  no  sub  or  managing 
committee,  and  the  regularity  and  care,  with  which  the  affairs  of  this  hospital  are  now 
conducted,  are  mainly  owing  to  the  attention  of  the  apothecary. 

Strictly  speaking  there  are  not  any  non-medical  officers,  as  the  apothecary  discharges  the 
duties  of  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  the  regularity  and  care  with  which  the  affairs  of  the 
establishment  are  conducted  are  chiefly  owing  to  his  attention. 

The  attendants  are  four  in  number;  namely, — ^ i 


Matron  - - -21-  - per  annum. 

Porter  - -ig-- 

Nurse  -------  g__ 

Cook  -------  g__ 


They  are  all  entitled  to  receive  the  full  diet  of  the  hospital. 

The  following  articles  are  supplied,  by  contract,  from  individuals  who  are  quite  uncon- 
nected with  the  institution.  Very  little  ol  any  thing  is  kept  in  the  house  beyond  that  which 
is  required  for  immediate  consumption. 

£.  s.  d. 


Turf,  per  box  - 
Meal,  per  cwt.  - 
Oatmeal  - - - 

Straw  - - - 

Milk,  sweet,  per  quart 
Buttermilk,  per  quart 


12 

9 

1 


-h 


, Reports  on  the  state  of  the  charity  are  only  occasionally  prepared. 

The  principal  sources  of  income  are  the  contributions  of  annual  subscribers,  and  the  pre- 
eentment  granted  by  the  grand  jury.  There  is  an  invested  sum  of  £.  200,  the  legacy  of  the 
late  Messrs.  Burrows  of  Cavan. 

In 
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In  the  year  1831  the  amount  of  subscriptions  was 

1832 

1833 


£.  s.  d. 
122  5 2 
136  - 2 

99  2 2 


In  the  year  1831  the  amount  of  county  presentment  was  244  10 

1832  - 272  - 

1833  - - ' - * - -198  4 


The  total  expenditure  in  the  same  years  was — 


1832 

1833 


295  17 

20, 10 
138  4 


Fever 

Hospitals. 

Ulstir- 

County  Cavan. 

Exarainatioiislaken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  »i.  n. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq-,M  d. 

Caran 

Fever  Hospital. 


Bersons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Two  of  the  Physicians  attached  to  the  Hospital,  and  the  Apothecary  of  the  Institution. 

The  present  institution  is  intended  to  receive  all  diseases  likely  to  become  epidemic  and 


County  Down. 

Do'aupatrick 
Hospital  for  Fever 
and  all  diseases 
likely  to  become 
epidemic. 

cccurin/rn  mV‘7='FoT  ‘the'eounty.  The  neighbouring  County  Inflnnary'  affords  no 
assistance  in  these  oirenmstanees,  and  the  dispensaries  generally  throughout  Down  are  country, 

considered  as  being  far  too  few  for  the  wants  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  inhabitants,  the  •' 

districts  of  Ballyhinch,  Saiiitheld,  Kerkcubbin  and  Ardglass  are  very  remote  from  the 
sources  of  medical  relief,  and  it  is  suggested  by  the  gentlemen  present  that  to  all  dispensaries 
a small  hospital  should  be  attached  capable  of  accommodating  fever  cases  and  accidents 
of  a serious  description  ; and  that  a district  of  five  miles  English  radius,  with  a rural  popu- 
lation, was  as  much  as  one  medical  man  could  attend  to.  So  far  as  concerns  febrile  diseases 
it  is  hoped  that  the  institution  at  present  under  consideration  will  be  found  sufficient.  . . „ . 

The  kospital  was  erected  at  the  same  time  and  upon  the  same  plan  as  the  County  Bulling,  Furniture 
Infirmary,  being  situated  in  the  same  enclosure,  of  about  2j  English  acres,  as  that  charity,  and  Orounds. 
and  distant  not  many  yards  from  it.  It  is  a new  stone  building,  two  stories  in  height,  and 
provided  with  wooden  staircases.  The  ground  floor  in  the  front  and  centre  is  occupied  by 
the  shop  and  apartments  of  the  apothecary  and  by  the  apartments  of  the  matron.  Ihere 
are  eight  wards.  Each  physician  has  a male  and  female  ward  for  acute  diseases  to  himself, 
but  the  two  convalescent  wards  are  in  common.  Altogether  the  house  is  made  to  contain 
40  beds  and  it  is  well  ventilated  throughout.  The  bedsteads  are  of  iron,  and  are  provided 
with  the  necessary  bedding,  as  sheets,  blankets,  rugs,  8cc.  The  sewerage  is  good,  and  there 
are  baths  and  water-closets.  The  property  of  the  premises  is  m the  governors  of  the 
infirmary,  the  occupation  onlv  being  vested  in  the  governors  of  the  Fever  Hospital.  Ihe 
situation  of  the  establishment  is  cheerful  and  salubrious,  and  there  is  some  ground  allotted 
for  the  convalescents  to  exercise  in.  . j-  , 

There  are  three  medical  attendants  connected  with  the  hospital.  One  of  the  number  is  Medical  Oflicers, 
also  attached  to  the  County  Infirmary.  The  other  two  physicians  reside  in  the  town  of 
Downpatrick  and  are  engaged  in  private  practice.  They  are  both  doctors  of  medicine  m 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  respective  ages,  at  present,  are  55  and  36.  Ihe 
medical  duties  of  the  hospital  appear  to  be  discharged  m the  most  conscientious  and 
efficient  manner.  As  has  been  already  intimated,  each  physician  has  a male  and  female 
ward  under  his  separate  charge,  into  which  the  patients  are  admitted  by  the  apothecary  in 
regular  routine;  Each  of  the  medical  men  visits  his  own  wards  every  day,  and  the  resident 
apothecary  is  always  on  the  spot  to  render  assistance  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  to  dispense 
the  necessary  medicines,  which  are  administered  to  the  patients  by  the  nurses.  In  case  of 
neglect  or  harshness  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  officers  the  poor  have  it  m their  power  to 
obtain  redress  by  laying  their  complaint  before  the  committee. 

The  three  physicians  give  theiv  services  to  the  charity  without  any  remuneration.  Ihe  Payment, 
apothecary  alone  receives  a salary  of  20/.  per  annum,  and  is  further  provided  with  board 
and  lodvina.  It  is  stated  tliat  were  the  governors  ever  inclined  to  authorize  unnecessary 
payments  the  grand  jury  have  it  in  their  power  to  check  them  by  withholding  or 
diminishing  the  usual  presentment.  r 

The  privileo-e  of  appointing  all  medical  officers  is  exercised  by  the  subscribers  of  a Election, 
guinea  a yeai°and  upwards.  Candidates  are  required  to  produce  satisfactory  testimonials 
of  their  professional  qualifications,  and  although  the  rules  do  not  impose  any  restrictions 
as  to  ao'e,  at  the  last  election  of  an  apothecary,  at  which  the  competitors  were  very 
numerous,  one  of  them  was  deemed  ineligible  on  account  of  his  years.  There  is  only  one 
other  qualified  practitioner  residing  in  the  town  than  those  actually  in  the  seiwice 
of  this  hospital,  but  the  number  of  wealthy  individuals  of  the  neighbourhood  is  fully 
adequate  to  support  them  without  the  aid  of  a salary  from  the  institution. 
medical  oflicers  strono-ly  express  their  conviction  that  the  duties  of  any  medical  chanty, 
in  a town  of  5,000  inhabitants  or  upwards,  would  always  be  as  actively  and  honestly  discharged 
by  unpaid  medical  men  (with  the  assistance  of  a salaried  apothecary)  as  those  duties  are  at 
present  executed  for  salaries  of  various  amounts.  It  must  be  confessed  that  it  is  rather  a 
curious  circumstance  to  see  the  dangerous  duties  of  a fever  hospital  quite  as  well  perlonned 
gratis,  as  those  of  a county  infirmaiy  close  by  for  a handsome  salary  and  a most  splendid 
house. 

The  arranKemeats  of  the  apothecary’s  shop  displayed  much  neatness  and  care.  The  Pharmacy. 

0.5.  V vs  stock 
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Fever 
Hospitals. 

Ulster. 

C6unty  Down. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  31.  n. 

•J.  R.  Corric,  esq.,  31.  n. 

Doxenpatrid: 
Hospital  for  Fever 
' and  all  diseases 
likelj'  to  become 
epidemic. 

Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


Diet. 

Clothing. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 


IManaging 

Committee. 


Oflicei's  not 
medical. 


Attendants. 


Stock  of  medicme  (containing  every  thing  that  could  be  required  in  practice)  was  sunnl^  a 
Mora  the  County  Infirmary,  and  no  account  for  the  cost  is  exhibited  against  the  ?? 
Hospital.  Leeches,  however,  are  not  to  be  had.  One  of  the  physicians  states  that 
occasion  he  ordered  them  to  be  applied  to  a patient,  but  they  could  not  be  procured 
unnecessary  to  remark  that  in  an  institution  like  the  present,  it  has  not  been  depm 
expedient  to  make  any  dispositions  for  encouraging  vaccination. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  persons  admitted  into  the  house,  which  distinguishes  the 
and  abode  of  each  person,  together  with  the  nature,  duration  and  terminatfon  of  the 
under  which  each  has  laboured.  In  addition  each  medical  attendant  has  a separate 
m which  he  details  the  particulars  of  tlie  several  cases  that  fall  under  his  immediat 
treatment.  At  tlie  time  that  the  institution  was  visited  by  the  Assistant  Commissionerrif 
contained  nine  patients.  Thirty-four  had  been  admitted  since  the  3 st  of  February  of  whn 
24  had  been  discharged  cured,  one  had  died  leaving  the  above  remainder.  • 

_ All  persons  labouring  under  fever  are  entitled  - to  immediate  admission  without  nn, 
conditions.  This  absence  of  restrictions  has  not  been  found  to  lead  to  any  inconvenieiirp^ 
nor  have  instances  occurred  in  which  the  resources  of  the  charity  have  been  taken  advautacp 
of,  except  by  those  whose_ circumstances  justly  entitled  them  to  gratuitous  relief  'Vn 
extern  patients  of  any  description  are  attended  to  in  connection  with  the  hospital.  There  i? 
an  arrangement  whereby  any  person  (rich  or  poor)  can  be  received  into  the  hospital  on  Hav- 
ing 1 1.  m advance,  and  5 s.  per  week  so  long  as  he  continues  in  the  house.  The  intern 
patients  are  not  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  establishment^until  their  final  dis- 
missal,  and  their  conduct  on  other  points  is  regulated  by  a code  of  rules  similar  to  those  in 
lorce  at  the  Infirmary,  and  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  evidence  respectino-  that 
institution.  Their  friends  are  admitted  to  see  them  at  the  discretion  of  the  attending  nhvsi- 
cian.  The  case-books  of  the  physicians  constitute  a regularly  detailed  historv^  of 
the  symptoms  and  treatment  of  every  case,  and  would  be  really  instructive  records  to  anv 
pupils,  or  young  physicians  who  might  attend  the  practice.  These  books  were  examined 
most  minutely  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  who  had  every  reason  to  consider  them 
highly  creditable  to  the  gentlemen  alluded  to,  who  certainly  never  expected  that  they  would 
be  so  investigated.  They  also  stated  that  their  experience  of  the  effects  of  vaccination  has 
been  most  decidedly  favourable  to  the  general  efficacy  of  that  practice,  and  they  observed 
that  the  confidence  of  the  pauper  population  in  it  was  very  much  on  the  increase,  notwith- 
standing  tneir  carelessness.  Small  pox  was  frequent  at  the  date  of  this  evidence  throughout 
the  district,  hut  it  was  found  that  where  vaccination  had  preceded  it,  the  disease  was  much 
modified,  and  that  the  patient  suffered  very  slightly.  Lunatics  are  not  received  into  the  hos- 
pital, they  are  sent  to  the  district  asylum  at  Belfast.  Chaplains  have  not  been  appointed  but 
the  clergy  of  all  persuasions  are  considered  to  possess  a right  of  visiting,  at  all  times’  the 
inmates  who  express  a wish  to  avail  theniselves  of  their  religious  services.  There  has  not  been 
any  circulation  of  controversial  or  offensive  tracts  in  the  wards,  nor  has  any  one  whether 
of  the  cleijy  or  of  the  laity,  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  doctrinal  opinions  of  the  sick. 

_ -IN  0 uniform  table  of  diet  has  been  hitherto  established  ; each  physician  regulates  accord- 
mg  to  his  judgment,  the  nature  and  quantity  of  the  food  required  by  his  seviral  patients 
Ihe  hospital  does  not  furnish  clothing  to  the  patients  during  their  detention,  nor'have 
been  made  for  cleansing  and  purifying  the  clothes  which  they  have  brought 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  vested  in  the  body  of  the  governors 
Which  does  not  include  any  of  the  medical  officers.  A meeting  of  the  governors  is  held 
every  three  months,  and  from  six  to  ten  of  the  number  are  in  the  habit  of  attending.  A 
quorum  consists  of  five,  and  voting  by  proxy  is  not  permitted.  No  account  is  kept  of  the 
business  transacted.  ^ 

The  details  of  the  institution  are  superintended  by  a managing  committee  consisting  of 
twelve  members,  m addition  to  the  committee  of  the  County  Infirmary.  They  are  appointed 
every  year,  and  their  meetings,  winch  are  monthly,  are  held  in  the  board  room  of  tile  last- 
aSiM  grand  jury  does  not  claim  any  authority  over  their  trans- 

The  governors  at  large  exercise  the  privilege  of  electing  the  only  non-metlical  officer, 
namely,  the  treasure^  This  gentleman  acts  without  salary,  and  has  never  been  called  on  to 
give  any  security.  The  mode  of  election,  which  has  been  found  productive  of  the  best 
results,  is  byopen  voting,  and  there  have  been  no  instances  of  religious  prejudices  operating 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  candidates.  One  of  the  medical  men  is  a Rom^n  catholic,  another 
a protStant  established  church,  and  the  third  is  a presbyterian.  The  apothecary  is 

The  number  of  attendants  and  their  respective  wages  are  as  follow 

£. 

Matron  - __^2_ 

Cook  (who  is  also  first  nurse)  - - - - - 6-  - 

Second  Nurse  - ” 

Porter  g 8 - ” 

These  were  all  appointed  by  the  governors.  The  three  latter  are  under  the  control  of  the 
matron  who  is  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  apothecary  ; there  are  certain  rules  for  their 
general  conduct  similar  to  those  in  force  at  the  County  Infirmary. 

Eveiy  thing  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  establishment  is  supplied  by  contract. 
Ahere  is  no  bye-law  against  a governor  faking  the  contract,  but  hitherto  no  such  case  has 
occurred. 

No 


d. 

- per  annum. 
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No  specific  report  of  the  state  of  the  charity  has  yet  been  presented  to  the  public,  but  from 
the  large  proportion  of  intelligent  and  active  individuals  which  the  neighbourhood  contains, 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  wants  of  the  poor  would  be  minutely  attended  to. 

The  charity  possesses  no  source  of  permanent  income.  It  is  chiefly  dependent  for  its 
support  on  annual  subscriptions,  and  grants  from  the  county.  These  form,  however,  an 
income  on  which  a good  deal  of  reliance  may  with  justice  be  placed.  Previous  to  the  Sum- 
mer assizes  of  1833  the  treasurer  had  received  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  71 1.  8s.,  and 
the" grand  jury  accordingly  presented  for  a similar  sum. 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

The  expenditure  is  checked  by  the  committee  who  are  bound  to  examine  all  bills  previous 
to  their  being  paid  {on  their  order)  by  the  treasurer. 

The  institution  dates  but  from  tfie  last  half  year,  but  it  is  intended  that  the  accounts 
shall  be  made  up  and  audited  at  the  termination  of  each  quarter. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  vicar. — Rev.  Mr.  Moffatt,  curate. — .Mr.  M'Nagiitik. — The  Medical 
Attendant  of  the  Institution. 

The  population  of  the  district  attached  to  the  Newry  Fever  Hospital,  extending  to  about 
one  mile  in  all  directions  round  the  town,  amounts  to  nearly  18,000.  The  following  insti- 
tutions, which  are  said  to  be  judiciously  placed  with  reference  to  the  diffusion  of  medical 
relief  occur  in  the  country  immediately  adjoining,  and  at  distances  less  than  six  miles,  War- 
renspoint  Dispensary  to  the  north-east;  Forkhill  Dispensary  to  the  west ; Mullaglass  Dis- 
pensary to  the  north-west;  and  Moigh  Dispensary. 

There  is  also  a private  lying-in  hospital  in  the  town.  These  several  charities  are  consi- 
dered to  correspond  tolerably  well  to  the  objects  which  were  more  expressly  held  in  view  at 
their  origin ; but  there  is  a considerable  tract  of  country  lying  on  the  south,  south-east  and 
east  of  the  Newry  district,  which  is  beyond  the  limits  of  any  medical  establishment. 

The  hospital  is  a poor  structure,  though  in  tolerable  repair,  and  was  formerly  a corn- 
store.  It  is  two  stories  in  height ; the  upper  story,  which  contains  the  fever  wards,  is  lofty, 
being  open  to  the  roof  and  without  a ceiling.  It  is  divided  into  two  wards  capable  of  con- 
taining eight  beds.  Each  of  them  is  provided  with  a fire-place,  and  is  well  ventilated ; but 
they  are  cold  and  cheerless,  and  have  no  other  mode  of  approach  than  a wooden  staircase 
constructed  on  the  outside  of  the  building.  On  the  lower  story  is  an  unfloored  kitchen, 
sufficiently  well  stocked  with  cooking  utensils ; a small  ward  for  accidents,  capable  of  con- 
taining four  beds;  a good  sized  dispensing  shop,  with  a space  used  as  a waiting-room  for 
out-patients ; and  a small  consulting-room  and  office.  There  is  no  wash-house  or  scullery,  or 
other  out-offices,  nor  any  yard  or  garden.  The  situation  of  the  prenjises  is  low  and  damp,  and 
they  labour  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  only  held  from  year  to  year,  and  of  the  owner 
being  entitled  to  resume  possession  on  giving  notice.  This  inconvenience  can  only  be 
remedied  by  vesting  the  property  of  similar  edifices  in  the  county  which  maintains  them. 
The  bedsteads  for  the  patients  are  of  iron,  and  the  bedding  consists  of  a straw  mat  (de- 
stroyed on  the  dismissal  of  each  patient),  some  loose  straw,  sheets,  bankets  and  rugs.  Of 
ail  these  articles  the  supply  is  ample. 

There  is  but  one  medical  officer,  who  resides  in  Hill  Street,  Newry,  at  a distance  of  about 
a quarter  of  a mile,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  an  apothecary.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and  is  also  a licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall 
in  Dublin.  He  possesses  a midwifery  diploma  from  the  Coombe  Lying-in  Hospital  in  the 
latter  city.  He  had  resided  as  a general  practitioner  in  Newry  previous  to  his  appointment, 
which  took  place  in  the  year  1829.  He  attends  at  the  institution  every  day,  Thursdays  and 
Sundays  excepted,  from  ten  o’clock  till  half-past  eleven ; and  he  states  that  he  has  never  per- 
formed the  duty  by  proxy.  He  would,  however,  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  the  ser- 
vices of  a substitute,  in  case  he  should  require  to  be  temporarily  absent,  on  giving  due  notice 
of  his  intention  beforehand  to  the  committee.  That  body  forms  a tribunal  to  whom  the 
patients  may  with  safety  complain  of  harshness  or  neglect  on  his  part.  The  medicines 
are  dispensed  either  by  the  medical  attendant  or  his  apprentice. 

A salary  of  50  Z.  per  annnnn  is  allowed  to  the  medical  attendant,  out  of  the  general  funds 
of  the  charity.  The  amount  of  payment  is  open  to  the  control  of  the  grand  jury,  who,  by 
Withholding  altogether  or  diminishing  their  ordinary  presentment,  have  it  in  their  power  to 
check  any  tendency  to  the  granting  undue  remuneration  by  the  subscribers  or  committee. 

The  right  to  elect  the  medical  officer  is  exercised  by  all  persons  subscribing  a guinea  a 
year  and  upwards.  On  this  point  the  grand  jury  does  not  possess  any  authority,  and  it  is 
not  even  necessary  to  send  them  notice  of  the  intention  to  fill  up  a vacancy.  The  matter  is 
hovyever,  generally  made  public  by  advertisements  in  the  newspapers,  and  in  this  way  com- 
petition is  insured.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  election  there  were  two  candidates,  from 
whom  testimonials  were  required  of  their  being  duly  qualified,  but  without  any  restriction 
as  to  their  ages.  The  town  of  Newry  is  abundantly  equal  to  the  support  of  a medical  man 
independent  of  a salary  from  a public  establishment.  In  fact,  it  contains  ten  medical  men 
every  way  qualified  to  fill  the  situation  of  superintendent  of  the  institution  at  present  under 
consideration.  No  regulations  exist  as  to  superannuation  or  retiring  allowances,  but  the 
duties  are  not  free  from  considerable  danger,  as  it  is  stated  that  three  of  the  medical  gentle- 
xj  u 4 ' men 
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men,  who  have  at  different  times  undertaken  them,  have  died  of  fevers  supposed  to  have 
been  caught  in  the  discharge  of  them. 

The  apothecary’s  shop  is  a good  room,  neatly  kept,  and  containing  a stock  of  excellent 
medicines.  They  are  supplied  by  Jefferies  of  Dublin,  to  the  order  of  the  treasurer,  and  are 
always  under  the  charge  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  keeps  the  key  of  the  place.  Hig 
character  is  quite  sufficient  guarantee  that  they  are  never  applied  to  the  purposes  of  his 
private  practice. 

s.  d. 

The  cost  for  the  year  1832  was  - - - - - - - 52  ou 

Ditto  1033  --------  45  9 ii| 

Ditto  1834  -------  - 57  83 

There  is  some  little  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  and  there  are  also  a few 
surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  institution,  such  as  a cupping-case,,  a stomach- 
pump,  Read’s  transfusion  apparatus,  splints,  &c.,  and  pullies  for  reducing  dislocations 
It  is  not  usual  to  lend  any  of  these  articles,  nor  are  they  ever  used  in  private 
practice ; but  they  form  a stock  altogether  too  limited  for  the  ends  of  the  charity. 
Leeches  are  not  adopted  in  the  treatment  of  the  patients.  No  arrangements  exist  for  the 
diffusion  of  vaccination.  Neither  that  nor  inoculation  is  practised  by  the  medical  atten- 
dant, who  remarks  that  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  utility  of  the  former  operation 
is  great  and  increasing.  Small  pock  has  of  late  years  ceased  to  be  a frequent  disease. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  number  of  out-patients,  and  of  the  nature  and  mode  of  termi- 
nation of  their  diseases ; but  circumstances  will  not  allow  of  much  reliance  being  placed 
on  it.  The  registration  of  intern  patients  may  be  considered  accurate.  It  is  under  the 
care  of  the  medical  attendant;  and  it  appears  from  it  that  in  the  year  1832  the  number 
of  fever  cases  amounted  to  211,  but  that  in  the  following  year  they  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  118.  On  the  day  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  hospital,  it 
contained  only  six  patients,  of  whom  five  were  females.  On  the  same  day  the  number 
of  persons  who  applied  for  external  assistance  was  about  80,  of  whom  five  were  new  cases. 
During  the  last  three  years  the  surgeon  has  attended  to  118  lying-in  women,  and  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  perform  six  capital  operations,  all  of  which  have  turned  out  favourably. 

The  aid  of  the  charity  is  very  narrowly  restricted  to  those  persons  who  have  provided 
themselves  with  the  recommendation  of  a subscriber,  each  of  whom  is  only  entitled  to  afford 
relief  in  the  proportion  of  12  tickets  to  one  guinea  contributed.  The  clergy  alone  have 
the  privilege  of  recommending  24  poor  persons  for  the  same  subscription.  The  effect  of 
these  limitations  has  been  to  exclude  paupers,  in  many  instances,  from  participating 
in  the  resources  provided  by  the  allowance  from  the  county,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  have  not  been  sufficient  to  prevent  individuals  from  taking  advantage  of  the  benefits 
of  the  charity,  whose  circumstances  by  no  means  placed  them  in  need  of  gratuitous  relief. 

The  dispensary  department  is  intended  to  supply  advice  and  medicine  to  those  patients 
whom  it  is  considered  unnecessary  to  receive  into  the  house.  Such  of  them,  also  as  are 
unable  to  present  themselves  at  the  dispensary  are  attended  by  the  surgeon  at  their  own 
dwellings  (if  included  in  the  district)  at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night.  Cases  of  accident 
are  also  supplied  with  whatever  aid  may  be  required,  and  with  splints,  bandages,  8cc.,  from 
the  stores  of  the  institution.  The  surgeon  is  liable  to  be  called  on  to  visit  lying-in  women 
when  they  have  obtained  a ticket;  but  in  general  they  are  treated  by  midwives  acting 
under  the  directions  of  the  surgeon,  who  gives  the  benefit  of  his  superior  skill  only  when 
any  unusual  difficulties  have  been  experienced.  The  midwives  are  said  to  possess  but  very 
little  information,  and  have  often  been  the  cause  of  very  serious  mischief.  With  respect  to 
the  medicines  supplied  to  extern  patients,  the  AssistantCommissioners  had  not  an  opportunity 
offorming  an  opinion  of  the  quality  of  the  remedies.  No  prescription-book  is  kept;  butitwas- 
stated  that  no  other  prescriptions  were  compounded  than  those  of  the  medical  attendant. 

The  conditions  for  obtaining  admission  into  the  hospital  do  not  differ  from  those  imposed 
generally  on  the  applicants  for  relief,  namely,  the  possession  of  a subscriber’s  ticket.  The 
intern  patients  are  subject  to  certain  laws,  designed  for  the  enforcement  of  good  conduct;, 
and  although  they  are  never  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  institution,  their 
friends  are  at  liberty  to  visit  them  on  five  days  in  each  week,  and  they  are  never  required 
to  engage  in  any  labour  during  their  stay.  Lunatics  are  not  admissible.  All  that  present 
themselves  are  sent  to  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Belfast.  Cases  of  cholera  were  also 
excluded  during  the  existence  of  that  epidemic.  The  institution  has  not  a regular  chaplain, 
but  the  clergy  of  all  sects  are  considered  to  possess  a right  of  free  entrance  to  the  wards  at 
all  times.  At  the  same  time  no  tracts  have  ever  been  circulated  among  the  patients,  not 
has  any  improper  interference  been  attempted  with  regard  to  their  religious  opinions. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  vested  in  a committee  of  twelve, 
who  appear  to  have  discharged  their  duties  with  much  regularity.  Their  meetings  take 
place  every  quarter,  and  every  subscriber  of  one  guinea  is  entitled  to  vote  in  person. 
Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings  at  these  meetings,  at  which  five  constitute  a quorum. 
In  the  intervals  some  of  the  governors  occasionally  inspect  the  state  of  the  establishment, 
butthere  is  no  visitors’  book,  nor  have  the  grandjury  appointed  a board  of  superintendence. 

The  non-medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  their  choice  is  not  liable  to 
the  control  of  the  grand  Jury.  The  electors  give  their  votes  openly,  and,  it  is  stated, 
without  reference  to  sectarian  prejudices.  The  present  medical  attendant  is  a protestanL 
The  secretary  and  treasurer  collect  the  subscriptions,  but  they  have  not  given  any  security. 

There  is  but  one  attendant  resident  in  the  hospital.  She  acts  as  matron,  nurse  and  cook. 

No 
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No  governor  or  officer  supplies  any  article  to  the  institution.  Whatever  is  required  is 
ourcbased  for  the  occasion  on  the  best  terms  that  the  treasurer  can  make. 

" The  reports,  which  are  prepared  by  the  surgeon,  and  usually  printed  by  order  of  the 
£overnors%ontain  a statement  of  the  avepage  mortality  among  the  patients  treated,  but  do 
not  give  any  information  respecting  the  expense  caused  by  each  patient.  The  charity  not 
being  possessed  of  any  fixed  property,  may  be  'said  to  be  principally  dependent  on  the 
amount  of  the  annual  subscriptions,  for,  by  the  sura  of  these  the  extent  of  the  county 
presentment  is  regulated.  The  existence  of  the  institution  as  a whole  does  not,  therefore, 
rest  on  grounds  as  secure  as  might  be  desired ; but  the,  dispensary  branch  is  considered  to 
be  possessed  of  a greater  degree  of  solidity.  Some  of  the  subscribers  belong  to  the  poorer 
classes  and  opposite  their  names  appear  sums  so  small  as  i s.,  but  there  is  one  annual 
contributor  to  the  amount  of  loL  los.  The  approach  of  an  election  has  on  one  occasion 
added  considerably  to  the  ordinary  receipts.  In  the  year  1833  a gentleman,  who  at  present 
gives  only  10/.  per  annum,  was  induced  to  give  25  L The  entire  number  of  subscribers  in 
the  year  1831  amounted  to  121,  but  in  the  past  year  it  did  not  exceed  78. 

f.  s.  d. 

The  amount  subscribed  in  the  year  1831  was  - - 100  8 9 

Ditto 1832  - - - 97  9 5 

Ditto  -----  1833  - - - 106  11  6 

An  equal  sum  was  granted  each  year  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  principal  heads  of  expenditure  are  medicine,  surgeon’s  salary,  rent  of  house,  and 
food  for  patients.  The  entire  sum  expended  in  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows; 


£,  5.  d. 

1831  - --  --  --  --  284  16 

1832  - - - 256  18  - 

1833  ■ - - 230  14  7 


All  bills  presented  for  payment  are  annually  examined  by  the  committee  previous  to 
being  discharged  by  the  treasurer. 

The  accounts,  however,  are  made  up  and  audited  every  six  months,  and  each  time  they 
are  laid  before  the  members  of  the  grand  jury. 


COUNTY  INFIRMARIES. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Walter  Joyce,  esq. P.  M.  Lynch,  esq.,  Kenmore  Lodge. — Robert  Martin,  esq.,  Ross. — 

A.  F.  St.  George,  esq.,  Tyrone  House.— Dr.  Veitch,  sen.— The  Medical  Attendant  of  the 
lostilution. 

The  present  Infirmary  is  the  only  medical  institution  for  the  reception  of  general  disease 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Galway.  There  are  two  other  charities  for  the  relief  of 
the  sick  poor  in  the  town  of  Galway,  namely,  the  Fever  H ospital,  and  a dispensary.  It  was 
stated  that  the  numerous  dispensaries  which  at  present  exist  in  different  parts  of  the 
county  are  well  placed  as  regards  the  population  of  their  respective  districts,  but  there  still 
remain  very  extensive  tracts  of  country  far  removed  from  all  sources  of  professional  assist- 
ance. No  dispensary, it  is  thought,  should  be  connected  with  a district  of  a greater  diameter 
than  from  10  to  12  miles,  and  the  opinion  of  the  witnesses  is,  that  small  hospitals,  contain- 
ing a few  beds  for  fevers,  accidents  and  other  urgent  cases,  should  be  established  in  judi- 
ciously selected  situations  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 

The  Galway  County  Infirmary  is  a well  built  stone  edifice,  very  advantageously  placed  on 
an  elevated  and  dry  site,  and  is  in  a state  of  perfect  repair.  It  contains  seven  wards,  and 
is  capable  of  accommodating  36  patients.  The  wards  appropriated  to  the  males  are  spa- 
cious and  well  ventilated,  whilst  those  occupied  by  the  females  are  very  much  the  reverse. 
One  end  of  the  building  is  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  surgeon,  as  a residence ; and  the  entire 
of  the  ground  floor  is  arranged  as  offices,  kitchen,  &c.  The  premises  are  the  property  of 
the  governors. 

The  surgeon,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  resides  in  the  house.  He  is  also  surgeon  to 
the  town  of  Galway  gaol ; and,  in  that  capacity,  receives  a salary  of  55/.  per  annum.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  a Doctor  in  Medicine  of  the 
University  of  Dublin,  in  which  city  he  received  his  education  in  midwifery.  His  age  at 
present  is  27  years.  Medicines  are  dispensed  to  the  patients  by  him  alone. 

The  medical  attendant  receives  from  Government  an  annual  salary  of  89/.  is.  lod.  He 
has,  in  addition,  the  use  of  a garden,  and  of  about  one  acre  of  ground,  and  for  their  culti- 
vation he  is  allowed  the  sum  of  5L  per  annum,  with  an  understanding  that  he  is  to  supply 
the  patients  with  whatever  vegetables  (excepting  potatoes)  may  be  necessary.  The  re- 
niainder  of  the  produce  is  entirely  at  his  own  disposal.  At  the  date  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners’  visit  five  pigs  were  kept  in  a sty  in  the  hospital  yard,  but  no  space  had 
keen  laid  out  for  the  recreation  of  the  convalescents.  This  defect  would  appear  to  be  an 
0,5.  X X almost 


Fever 

Hospitals, 

Ulster. 

County  Down. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Burry,  it.  d. 

Ji  R.  Coirie,  esq.,  u.  c. 

Newiy 

Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 


Connaught. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J.  R,  Corrie,  esq.,  M.ty. 

County  Infirmary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers'. 


Payment. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (B.) 


CotJSTY 

IxFIllMARlES. 

Connavght. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 

J.  R.  Corric,  esq.,  m.p. 

County  Infirmary. 


Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


338  APPENDIX  ^0  FIRST  REPORTjrom  COMMISSIONERS jTor 

almost  invariable  result  of  the  chief  medical  officer  of  a county  infirmary,  being  provided 
with  apartments  in  those  parts  of  the  building  to  which  the  approach  of  the  patients  would 
not  be  desirable.  The  patients  cannot  appear  in  front  of  the  house,  for  there  are  the  sur- 
geon’s windows,  and  the  members  of  his  family.  They  cannot  be  permitted  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  grounds  in  the  rear  of  the  hospital,  for  there  are  the  surgeon’s  garden,  and  his 
coach-hoUse.  They  must  therefore,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  do  generally  spend  the  entire  day 
in  their  wards,  whatever  be  the  state  of  their  convalescence,  or  of  the  weather.  This  state 
of  things  does  not  obtain  in  any  other  nation  of  Europe,  and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
continue  in  this.  These  observations  are  not  meant  to  apply  exclusively  to  the  infirmary 
at  present  under  consideration.  They  are  applicable,  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  to  all 
similar  institutions,  when  the  medical  officer  resides  in  the  establishment,  so  far  as  the 
experience  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  extends. 

The  number  of  medical  men  residing  in  the  town  of  Galway,  qualified  to  be  appointed 
to  the  County  Infirmary  does  not  exceed  three.  It  was  therefore  deemed  expedient,  in  order 
to  secure  a more  extensive  competition,  to  insert  on  the  occurrence  of  the  last  vacancy  in 
the  situation,  an  advertisement  in  the  Dublin  papers,  inviting  candidates  to  come  forward- 
and,  at  the  same  time,  announcing  the  qualifications  which  would  be  required  from  each. 
This  took  place  just  previous  to  the  month  of  June  1833,  when  the  governors  elected  the 
present  medical  officer. 

The  arrangements  of  the  apartment  in  which  the  medicines  were  kept,  displayed  con- 
siderable neatness  and  regularity.  The  medicines  had  been  purchased  from  Messrs. 
Leslie  & Co.,  druggists,  in  Dublin,  and  consisted  of  all  the  usual  articles,  of  a very  good 
quality.  A supply  of  quinine,  morphia  and  of  some  other  of  the  more  delicate  preparations 
was  also  observed.  When  medicines  are  required,  it  was  stated  to  be  the  practice  for  the 
surgeon  to  transmit  an  order  to  the  druggist,  whose  account  is  subsequently,  discharged 
by  the  treasurer.  The  cost  of  medicines  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  had  been  as 
follows : — 


£.  s.  d. 

■1832 40  80 

1833  ----- 41  i6  0 

1S34  32  47 


The  establishment  possesses  all  the  necessary  surgical  instruments.  Leeches  are  used,  but 
only  in  small  numbers — they  are  purchased  in  the  town,  from  time  to  time  as  circumstances 
demand,  and  do  not  in  general  cost  more  than  a few  shillings  a year. 

A register  is  kept  which  distinguishes  in  different  columns ; 1 st,  the  number  for  the  year  ; 
2d,  the  name  of  the  patient;  3d,  his  age;  4th,  his  occupation ; 5th,  his  previous  resi- 
dence ; 6th,  the  name  of  the  governor  on  whose  recommendation  he  had  been  admitted ; 
7th,  his  disease ; 8th,  the  number  of  the  bed  in  which  he  has  been  placed ; gth,  the  date 
of  admission;  10th,  the  date  of  discharge;  nth,  date  of  death;  12th,  number  of  days 
that  the  patient  has  been  in  hospital ; and  13th,  result.  For  the  extern  patients  the  regis- 
ter merely  distinguishes  their  numbers,  the  date  on  which  their  treatment  has  been 
commenced,  the  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  they  labour  together  with  the  mode  of 
treatment  adopted,  and  its  results. 


In  the  year  ending  January  1832 
Ditto  1833 

Ditto  1834 


the  numbers  were 


Interns. 

Exteras. 

Total. 

257' 

262 

519 

209 

i6o  1 

369 

232 

393  1 

625 

There  are  some  circumstances  which  have  been  observed  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
to  be  common  to  several  county  infirmaries,  to  which  they  cannot  avoid  soliciting  attention 
in  the  present  place,  inasmuch  as  they  relate  to  the  class  of  cases  which  they  have  found 
to  have  been  admitted,  and  to  the  length  of  time  which  they  have  been  under  treatment. 
In  the  County  of  Galway  Infirmary  they  noticed  a very  large  proportion  of  indolent  scro- 
fulous ulcers,  and  sore  legs.  One  of  the  patients,  a reduced  shopkeeper,  who  suffered 
under  the  latter  disease,  had  been  in  the  house  during  five  months  ; the  sore  on  his  leg  was 
still  open,  and  had  all  the  appearance  of  being  likely  to  continue  in  that  conditioir  for  some 
time  to  come.  A young  woman  afiiicted  with  chronic  ophthalmia,  the  active  stage  of  which 
was  long  past,  had  been  in  the  house  for  the  same  length  of  time ; others  had  been  in  three 
months,  others  two;  yet  with  this  extensive  and  commodious  building  so  occupied  and 
possessing  so  many  capabilities,  situated  in  a town  containing  between  30,000  and  40,000 
inhabitants,  an  accident  however  severe  and  urgent  occurring  in  the  town,  could  not  be 
taken  in,  and  would  be  absolutely  refused  admission  in  this  the  only  surgical  hospital,  in 
either  the  county  or  the  town.  The  rule  is,  that  with  the  exception  of  persons  from  the 
county  labouring  under  accident,  no  patient  can  be  admitted  without  a ticket  of  recom- 
mendation. This  condition  is  indispensable,  and  the  difficulties  which  it  throws  in  the  way 
of  admission  are  only  modified  in  a very  slight  degree  by  the  circumstance  of  each  governor 
being  allowed  to  issue  as  many  orders  as  he  may  think  proper.  The  domestic  servants  of 
the  latter  can,  at  all  times,  have  a ticket.  Surely  neither  municipal  etiquette  nor  personal 
influence  ought  to  be  permitted  thus  to  reduce  almost  to  nullity  the  only  source  of  relief 
which  the  county  has  hitherto  established,  and  intended  exclusively  as  the  means  of  restor- 
ing to  usefulness  and  labour  those  of  the  producing  classes  who  might,  by  accident  or 
over  exertion,  be  unable  to  support  themselves  or  their  families.  There  are  so  few  sub- 
scribers 
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flcribers  to  county  hospitals,  and  the  legal  corporations  of  these  establishments  consist  of  so 
few  persons,  that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  recommendations  is  necessarily  very  con- 

^'*Th?foregoing  remarks  do  not  apply  to  the  extern  patients,  who  are  relieved  and  provided 
with  medicine  without  any  recommendation  being  asked  from  them ; whatever  operation 
may  be  required  is  also  performed  without  any  charge.  The  institution  possesses  all  the 
means  of  affording  assistance  in  cases  of  accident. 

The  patients  in  the  house  are  freely  supplied  with  any  article  of  extra  nourishment  which 
may  be  ordered  by  the  surgeon,  whatever  wine  may  be  required  being  always  distributed 
under  the  special  superintendence  of  that  officer.  There  is  no  other  charity  in  the  district 
from  which  the  sick  poor  can  obtain  relief  in  food,  fuel  or  clothing. 

It  has  been  already  intimated,  that,  strictly  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  establish- 
ment no  other  persons  can  be  admitted  to  a participation  in  its  benefits  than  the  inhabitants 
of  the  county  as  contra-distinguished  from  the  town  of  Galway.  However,  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  governors  recommend  for  admission  individuals  belonging  to  the  ^owra, 
influenced  by  the  consideration  that  no  institution  exists  for  the  aid  of  the  sick  poor  in  the 
latter  place,  other  than  the  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital. 

Whilst  the  patients  remain  in  the  house  they  never  perform  any  labour.  There  is  but  one 
chaplain  attached  to  the  charity— a Roman  catholic  clergyman— but  the  clergy  of  all 
denominations  are  admitted  to  see  the  members  of  their  respective  conimunions  whenever 
they  think  proper.  No  improper  interference  with  respect  to  the  opinions  of  the  patients 
has  ever  taken  place,  nor  has  the  circulation  of  controversial  tracts  been  ever  allowed  in  the 
wards.  The  salary  of  the  chaplain  is  lo  lo  s.  per  annum. 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  arranged  according  to  a schedule,  which  distinguishes  the  quan- 
tity of  nourishment  in  reference  to  the  state  of  health  of  each  inmate. 

Tlie  patients  are  not  supplied  with  house-clothing. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  conducted  by  the  governors,  who  are 
accustomed  to  hold  occasional  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business,  in  addition  to  the 
general  assembly  which  takes  place  at  the  termination  of  the  year  for  the  passing  of  the 
accounts;  of  all  these  meetings  minutes  are  kept. 

The  non-medical  officers  are  the  treasurer  and  the  chaplain.  There  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  religious  prejudices  operate  in  any  degree  to  the  exclusion  of  individuals  from 
appointments  in  this  institution.  The  medical  officer  is  a Roman  catholic. 

The  particulars  of  the  following  list  of  attendants  and  of  their  salaries  are  taken  from  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  governors. 


County 

Infirmarie's. 

Coman^ht. 
County  Galway. 

Examinations  taken  by 
SirD.Barry,  u.  d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  csq.,31.  o. 

County  Infirmary. 


Intern  Patients. 


Diet. 

Clothing. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 


Officers  not 
medical. 

Attendants. 


Salaries. 


With  Board.  j 

Without  Board. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Barber  - 

- 

- 

- 

9 4 

7h 

Porter  and  Gardener 

- 

- 

12  12 

- 

Purveyor 

- 

- 

- 

11  1 

Matron  - 

- 

- 

- 

10  10 

— 

First  Nurse  - 

_ 

- 

- 

; 4 - 

- 

Second  Nurse 

- 

- 

- 

4 - 

- 

Third  Nurse  - 

_ 

■ 

1 4 4 

■ 

Stores. 


Rules. 

Reports. 


Patients  admitted  during  the  year  1833  - - - 232 

£.  s. 

Total  expenditure  during  1833  -----  733  18 

Deduct  salaries  and  wages  - _ - - 215  17 

Amount  expended  on  patients  - - £-5’7  “ 5 


d. 

1 

8 


It  is  not  the  practice  to  contract  for  the  several  articles  that  are  required  for  the  internal 
consumption  of  the  establishment,  but  certain  printed  forms  have  been  prepared  which 
appear  well  calculated  to  show  at  a glance  the  quantities  of  provisions  which  are  supplied 
to  the  patients. 

A code  of  very  judicious  regulations  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  conduct  of  all  connected 
with  the  establishment. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  supplied  with  copies  of  the  reports  which  are  annually 
drawn  up  respecting  the  extent  to  which  the  expenses  of  the  charity  have  been  carried, 
together  with  other  particulars  relating  to  its  details.  The  following  comparative  statement 
of  the  number  of  patients  admitted  into  and  treated  in.  the  County  Infirmary  and  the 
Galway  Fever  Hospital,  respectively,  in  the  year  i833>  average  expense  of  one  of 

these  patients,  is  worthy  of  notice. 

County  Infirmary. 


Expense  of  each  patient,  exclusive  of  salaries  - - 2 4 7I 

0.6.  X X 2 Galway 
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Galway  Fever  Hospital. 

Patients  admitted  during  the  year  1833 
Total  expenditure  ______ 

Deduct  salaries  and  wages  - - - _ 

Amount  expended  on  patients 


Expense  of  each  patient,  exclusive  of  salaries 

When  the  relative  size  of  the  buildings  and  the  comparative  importance  of  the  cases 
treated  in  both  hospitals  are  considered,  the  conclusion  is  unavoidable  that  the  sick  and 
suffering  poor  might  be  made  to  derive  much  more  good  from  county  infirmaries  than  they 
do  at  present,  and  that  certainly  without  any  increase,  and  perhaps  with  a diminution  of 
the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  the  counties.  The  town  of  Galway  contains  a very  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  both  qualified  and  willing  to  take  an  active  part  in  any  system 
having  for  its  object  to  become  more  minutely,  acquainted  with  the  real  condition  of  the 
labouring  poor,  and  to  render  more  extensively  beneficial  the  resources  destiried  for  their 
relief. 

The  institution  possesses  some  property  in  money,  but  to  a very  trifling  extent  when  com- 
pared with  its  expenditure.  The  treasurer  holds  the  bond  of  an  individual  indebted  to  the  Infir- 
mary for  the  amount  of  500 1.  Irish,  and  there  is  also  vested  in  the  government  3I  per  cent, 
stock  the  sum  of  642 1.  1 3s.  4^/.  The  chief  support  of  the  establisiiraent  is  drawn  from  the 
county,  which  levies  by  presentment  for  its  use,  on  an  average,  about  550  per  annum. 
A sum  of  between  80/.  and  90/.  is  drawn  from  the  Government,  which,  with  life  and  annual* 
subscriptions,  makes  up  an  average  income  of  little  more  than  700  1.  a year.  It  deserves  to 
be  mentioned,  that  there  is  but  one  annual  subscriber;  he  gives  annually  3/.  3s.  to  the 
funds  of  the  institution. 

The  funds  which  are  vested  in  the  government  securities  cannot  be  drawn  but  by  a check 
signed  by  the  treasurer  and  five  governors. 

The  amount  of  income  and  expenditure  of  the  infirmary  was,  in 


370  7-9 
156  7 6 

£.214  - 3 


Balance  from  1831 
Income 


1831. 


£. 

i. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

- 731 

16 

3 

Expenditure 

- 

. 

- 711  '9 

11? 

Balance 

- 

- 

19  16 

3? 

f-73> 

16 

3 

£.731  t6 

3 

18 

32. 

£, 

5. 

d. 

£.  5. 

d 

- 19 

16 

Expenditure 

. 

I 

' 747 

1 

~4 

Balance 

* 

- 

- 52  19 

3 

£.  766 

17 

4 . 

£. 766  17 

4 

And  the  following  is  a detailed  account  of  the  disbursements  for  the  year  ending  5th 
January  1834,  taken  from  the  printed  report  for  that  period. 


Balance  on  5lh  January  1833 
Vested  balance  - - . - 

Interest  thereon  up  to  the  5th  Jan.\ 

.1833 / 

Life  subscriptions  for  the  year  1S33 
Annual  subscriptions  for  tlie  year  1 833 
Parliamentary  grant  for  the  year\ 
1833, ex  pells  and  poundage  -j 
Grand  jury  presentment 
Petty  sessions'  fines  ... 


s.  (1. 
>9  3 
13  4 

3 6 

3 - 
1 10 


5.o3  ■ 

19  1 


Total  • - £.1,404  9 4 


Provisions,  exclusive  of  wines, -i 
spirits  and  malt  liquors  - -/ 

Wines,  spirits  and  malt  liquors 
Medicines  - 
Surgical  instruments  - 
Fuel,  soap,  candles  and  lamp  oil  - 
Repairs  on  furniture,  bedding,  &c. 
New  articles  of  same  - - - 

Repairs  on  building  ... 
Salaries  - - - - - 

Contingent  expenses,  not  included! 

in  the  above  - - - -J 

Balance  in  favour  of  tbe  public 


2 13 

34  8 
7 1 

48  14 

5 19 

35  »4 
64  15 

215  ' 
17  - 
64a  19 


Total 


- £.1,404  9 4 


At  the  termination  of  the  year  the  accounts  are  made  up  by  the  registrar,  and  are  then 
examined,  together  with  the  vouchers-,  by  the  treasurer,  who  afterwards  submits  them  to 
a meeting  of  at  least  five  governors. 

The  institution  affords  neither  medical  nor  surgical  instruction,  and  it  is  only  in  secret 
and  with  much  difficulty  that  even  post-mortem  examinations  are  effected. 
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Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

JoHS  Carson,  esci.— Rev.  Mr.  Day.— Rev.  John  Flanagan.— Mr.  Michael  Flynn.— Robert 
Goff,  esq.— Mr.  Hussey,  shopkeeper.— Mr.  Moran,  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace.— Mr.  Tully, 
shopkeeper.— The  Medical  Attendant.— The  apothecary  of  the  Institution. 

This  is  the  only  institution  in  the  County  Roscommon  affording  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  sick,  and  it  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  wants  of  a population  of  nearly  200,coo, 
some  of  whom  live  at  a distance  of  more  than  30  miles.  It  has  a dispensary  establishment 
attached,  there  being  no  dispensary  within  six  miles.  It  is  the  custom^  here,  when  from 
want  of  room  they  cannot  be  admitted,  to  take  lodgings  for  the  patients  m the  town,  where 
they  are  kept  at  the  expense  of  the  institution  till  there  may  be  a vacancy.  This  procedure 
was^saidto  be  inconvenient,  as  well  as  a source  of  additional  expense,  and  it  was  suggested, 
hv  way  of  remedy,  that  a small  general  hospital  siiould  be  attached  to  a greater  or  less 
number,  according  to  circumstances,  of  dispensary  districts,  and  the  whole  placed  under  an 
active  and  impartial  superintendence. 

The  hospital  is  advantageously  situated  at  a short  distance  outside  the  town.  It  has  an 
acre  and  a half  of  ground  attached,  with  proper  sewers,  and  is  well  supplied^with  good  water. 
It  consists  of  three  stories  and  a basement,  containing  a kitchen,  housekeeper’s  and  store-room. 
Besides  six  wards  containing  45  beds,  it  affords  excellent  accommodation  for  the  residence 
of  the  surgeon.  There  is  a large  hall  at  the  chief  entrance,  and  on  the  left  of  it  a spacious 
apartmentr  which  is  used  as  the  pharmacy  and  surgery  to  the  establishment.  A very  neat 
dispensary  is  also  arranged  in  the  lodge  at  the  entrance-gate,  quite  apart  from  the  hospital. 
The  entire  building  and  the  furniture,  together  with  beds,  bedding,  blankets,  &.C.,  m excel- 
lent order  and  neatly  kept.  It  could  with  case  be  made  to  accommodate  about  50  patients. 
The  out-buildings  are  devoted  partly  to  the  use  of  the  medical  attendant  and  partly  to  the 
purposes  of  the  establishment.  The  entire  is  held  from  one  of  the  governors  by  a lease  of 
lives  renewable  for  ever,  at  an  annual  rent  of  7/.  is.  id.,  and  it  is  clear,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  tenure  no  inconvenience  can  be  experienced  from  a change  of  landlords  or 
otherwise,  and  further,  the  lease  being  made  to  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  the  premises 
may  he  deemed  the  property  of  the  county. 

The  present  medical  attendant  was  appointed  as  surgeon  of  the  establishment  at  a geneml 
meeting  of  governors  in  the  year  1823;  his  qualifications  are,  his  being  a hcentia^  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  possessing  a diploma  from  the  Lyrag-m  Hospital, 
Dublin,  in  which  city,  previous  to  his  election,  he  practised  his  profession.  He  is  also  surgeon 
to  the  county  gaol,  for  which  appointment  he  receives  75  L l8s.  6cf.  a year  j but  neither  this 
nor  his  private  practice,  in  which  of  course  he  is  permitted  to  engage,  ever  mterleres  with 
his  duties  to  the  Infirmarv,  where,  as  he  lives  in  the  house,  he  is  enabled  to  give  assistance 
at  all  times.  On  one  occasion  only  he  was  obliged  to  procure  a proxy.  In  answer  to  the 
question,  Whether  the  days  and  hours  of  attendance  are  found  sufficient?  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners were  told  that  they  were  perfectly  so  in  this  instance,  which  however  was  not 
the  case  with  other  institutions.  One  gentleman  remarked,  that  he  was  subscriber  to  some 
dispensaries  where  the  attendance  given  was  only  one  day  in  the  week,  which  was  quite 
absurd,  when  compared  with  the  numbers  of  poor  who  required  it.  1 he  physician  of  one 
of  them  resided  at  a distance  of  seven  miles,  and  it  was  quite  impossible  his  services  could 
be  of  any  account.  He  added,  that  he  considered  the  only  way  to  render  medical  chanties 
really  useful  would  be  to  invest  the  appointment  of  the  medical  officers  m some  authority 
capable  of  iudging  of  their  qualifications,  and  further  to  require  constant  attention,  and, 
above  all,  residence  on  the  spot.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  apothecary,  and  given 
to  the  patients  by  the  nurses.  , -r>  o? 

The  surgeon’s  salary  is  115/.  per  annum,  that  of  the  apothecary  40/.  Both  these  officers 
•are  provided  with  lodging.  The  Act  of  Parliament  provides  for  the  amount  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  the  medical  officers  of  county  infirmaries,  but  in  other  medical  establishnients 
which  are  often  formed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  nn  appointment  on  some  indi- 
vidual, it  is  much  to  be  regretted  there  is  not  any  effectual  check  to  such  abuses,  either  in 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  grand  jury  or  elsewhere. 

The  late  suro-eon  to  the  infirmary  had  held  the  office  for  more  than  31  years,  when  he 
resigned  with  th%  permission  of  the  governors,  on  condition  of  his  receiving  a sum  of  money 
'from  the  present  medical  attendant  who  was  then  unanimously  elected,  llie  Act  of  lar-- 
liament  requires  that  all  candidates  for  the  situation  of  surgeon  to  a county  mhrmary  shall 
be  either  members  or  licentiates  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  there  is 
not  any  restriction  as  to  age.  On  occasion  of  the  last  election,  although  notice  was  given 
by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  there  w'ere  not  any  candidates  besides  the  successful 
one  as  the  circumstances  above  detailed  were  veiy  generally  known.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  the  grand  iury  should  ever  be  informed  of  what  takes  place  at  their  elections.  A very 
efficient  tribunal  for  checking  any  irregularity  of  attendance,  or  any  harshness  towards  the 
poor  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon,  is  to  be  found  in  the  subscribers,  and  of  this  the  poor  are 
well  aware,  and  quite  ready  to  avail  themselves,  indeed  have  occasionally  done  so.  _lhe 
Assistant  Commissioners  were  informed  that  a medical  attendant  would  not  be  retained 
if  it  were  known  that  he  was  justly  disliked  by  the  poorer  classes. 

An  abundant  store  of  good  medicine  was  to  be  found  in  the  pharmacy  room  where  every 
thing  appeared  in  perfect  order.  The  medicines  were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boi^au  8c 
0.5.  X X 3 Oreorge, 
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Clothing. 


George,  of  Dublin,  who  are  annual  subscribers  of  three  guineas.  Their  bills  for  tR  i 
three  years,  which  were  discharged  by  the  treasurer,  were  as  follows-—  ® 

S ”•  • •' 

‘“33  ---------  116  5 10 

The  apothecary  takes  charge  of  the  medicines,  and  is  not  allowed  to  sell  them  on 
account.  The  Infirmary  possesses  the  necessary  apparatus  for  compounding  niedirpl 
parations,  with  weights,  scales,  measures  for  dispensing  them,  and  a stock  of  all  the  i 
surgical  instruments,  besides  two  slipper-baths ; all  of  which  arc  reserved  for  the  use  of 
ho^ital;  leeches,  when  required,  are  procured  from  the  druggist. 

The  surgeon  and  apothecary,  conjointly,  keep  a register  in  which  they  enter  the  name 
residence,  occupation  disease  and  result  of  treatment,  of  each  patient,  also  the  date  nf 
his  admission,  and  the  name  of  the  snbscriber  recommending  him  At  the  time  of  (I 
visit  of  tje  Assistant  Commissioners  there  were  45  intern  patients,  and  from  icoto  ono 

Wed  d*L“hVL“^^^  3-  P- 

Sudden  accidents  are  admitted  at  once  and  at  all  times,  but  on  other  occasions  a recom 
mendation  is  required,  a condition  not  attended  with  any  practical  difficnltv  as  snh 
soribers  are  not  limited  m the  number  of  tickets  they  may  issue,  and  one  signature  is  snfr 
cient.  Servants  of  subscribers  are  never  refused  admittance,  but  otherwise  the  benefits  nf 
the  chanty  are  strictly  reserved  for  those  persons  who  stand  really  in  need  ofgratuitons  relief 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  dispensary  for  extern  patients  which  had 
been  established  at  the  lodge  attached  to  the  Infirmary.  It  was  stated  that  maiiv 
persons  come  from  remote  parts  of  the  country,  passing  on  their  way  dispensaries 
nearer  their  homes,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advice  and  medicine  offered 
at  this  institution,  the  other  medical  attendants  not  possessing  their  confidence  or 
not  being  fomid  residing  on  the  spot.  The  poor  are  attended  at  all  hours,  and  as  fre 
qnently  as  may  be  required.  The  prescription-book  was  examined  by  the  Assistant  Com 
missioners  who  had  reason  to  express  their  satisfaction  with  the  formularies  used  No 
presoriptions  were  inade  up  except  those  of  the  medical  attendant,  lying-in  oasra  are 
not  attended  froni  the  Infirmary,  but  it  was  said  that  two  midwives  resided  in  the  town 
who  had  been  educated  at  the  Lymg-m  Hospllal,  Dublin,  and  that  the  moderate  rate  of 
their  charges  enabled  the  poor  to  have  recourse  very  extensively  to  their  services  The 
week  “Th  ‘he  dispensary  are  gratuitously  vaccinated  on  two  days  in  the 

‘‘i  “3  ‘he  prejudices  of  the  poor 
pM  ofla?e  y'emr™  "“‘"“hstanding,  been  a good  deal  of  srSall- 

The  extern  deparment  of  this  Infirmary  is  administered  with  great  liberality,  as  at  the 
sn  geon  5 oiider  food  of  all  kmds  and  oven  w.ne  is  given  to  such  poor  as  stand  in  need  ofnon- 
nshment  when  under  medical  treatmmit.  There  is  no  separate  charity  to  relieve  the  funds 
of  the  InSimary  from  this  experise.  The  gentlemen  present  said  they  should  be  very  glad 
if  some  measure  could  be  introduced  which  would  afford  relief  to  the  infirm  throueli  ave 
as  weff  as  sickness,  and  the  means  of  procuring  employment  for  the  able-bodied.  “ 

while  in »f  gaming  admission  having  been  already  described,  it  remains  to  be  slated  that 
white  in  the  house  patients  are  treated  with  much  kindness,  and  are  permitted  on  each 
ThrSst  ’“iT”  1““’  <‘reu3s  but  not  to  leave  the  hospital  on  any  account, 

hnsn^tol  Vb  ? ° wards  ana,  if  females,  occasionally  spin  for  the  use  of  the 

® kare.  No  lunatic  oases  are  admitted;  when  such 

thS  of  * • J-  T f ‘ ‘ V '“1"°  ®ia‘ric‘  lunatic  Asylum.  At  present 

sex,  m the  old  county  gaol  which  was  converted  into  a 
1 ““T  8“°'  '’P™®^-  3’here  is  no  chaplain  attached, 

fl  e ftlefF  Pareuusmu  have  ftee  access  to  the  hospital,  and  are  sent  for  whenever 

Sundf  f rh  *’  1 “ “"T?-  ““  snb-treasnrer  reads  the  bible  aloud  every 

thfio^  f.*?  wards  m the  presence  of  the  patients,  whether  Protestant  or  Roman  cl 
tnoiic.  Jie  also  has  distributed  religious  tracts  m the  wards. 

f dietary ; any  extras  deemed  necessary  are  freely  given; not 
only  to  those  m the  house,  but  also  to  those  recommended  to  the  dispeirsary.  ^ ^ 

Full  Diet. 

BrcaJifast.—lMf  a pound  of  bread,  one  pint  of  milk. 
broA  pounds  of  potatoes,  three  quarters  of  a pound  of  meat  and  one  pint  of 

Supper.  One  quart  of  Hummery  and  one  pint  of  milk. 

, _ . M1.0DLE  Diet. 

Breakjast.— One  pint  of  milk  and  one  pint  of  meal. 

Dinner.  Half  pound  of  meat,  one  pint  of  milk  ; one  pint  of  milk  at  night. 

' . Low  Diet. 

Breakfast. — Six  ounces  of  meal,  one  pint  of  milk. 

Mmie,..— One  quart  of  flummery,  one  pint  of  milk  ; one  pint  of  milk  for  night, 
vv  me,  porter,  tea  and  whey  when  particularly  ordered, 
thmi’fef  SS  “”“"''3  kulf  a pound  of  potatoes  and  two  ounces  of  meal  in  the  day  more 

Hospital-clothes  are  not  provided,  and  the  patients  being  allowed  to  keep  their  own, 
hang  them  up  about  the  walls,  which  gives  to  the  wards  a slovenly  appearance.^ 

There 
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There  are  about  20  life  governors  and  10  annual,  in  whom  the  management  of  the  insti- 
fntion  is  vested ; but  the  officers  of  the  establishment  have  been  in  a great  degree  committed 
In  the  guidance  of  the  surgeon  and  sub-treasurer.  The  vicar  of  the  parish  is  a governor 
ex  oihcio.  General  meetings  are  appointed  to  be  held  twice  a year;  scarcely,  however,  more 

attend  than  are  sufficient  to  form  a quorum,  viz.,  five.  ^ ^ , 

The  governors  do  not  direct  any  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  charity,  neither  have  they 
appointed  a managing  committee.  There  is  not  any  board  of  superintendence  fixed  by  the 

^'^eMeasurer,  and  tlie  deputy  treasurer  are  the  only  officers  not  medical.  These  were 
elected  for  an  indefinite  period  by  the  subscribers,  by  open  voting  and  without  reference 
to  their  relio-ious  belief.  The  treasurer  is  merely  nominal ; the  sub-treasurer  accounts  to  the 
bscribers'and  the  grand  jury,  he  receives  no  pay,  nor  is  he  required  to  give  any  security. 
It  appears  that  a registrar  used  to  be  retained  till  lately  at  the  very  great  expense  of  28  1.  per 
annum.  The  salary  was  reduced  the  year  before  last  to  1 1 and  last  year  to  6 1. 

All  the  attendants  reside  in  the  house  and  are  provided  with  board,  viz.,  the  housekeeper 
18/  10s.  perannum;  the  porter  8 ; four  nurses  4Z.  4s.  each,  and  one  assistant  4/.  In 
addition  'those  among  the  nurses  who  have  conducted  themselves  well  receive  a premium  of 
five  guineas  every  five  years,  a plan  which  has  been  found  to  answer  exceedingly  well. 
They  are  appointed  by  the  governors,  are  paid  by  the  sub-treasurer,  and  may  be  discharged 
by  the  housekeeper,  with  the  consent  of  the  sub-treasurer  and  surgeon.  An  allowance  of 
ten  guineas  per  annum  is  made  to  a superannuated  matron. 

There  are  not  any  stores ; every  thing  is  got  by  contract,  tenders  for  which  are  annually 
invited  by  advertisement.  The  prices  appear  to  be  very  moderate,  viz.,  potatoes  at  1 s.  6 d. 
per  cwt.,  and  milk  at  1 d.  per  quart;  the  greatest  economy  is  practised. 

Reports  and  accounts  are  made  up  twice  a yeai’,  and  laid  before  the  grand  jury.  Ihe 
January  report  is  printed  and  circulated  amongst  the  subscribers. 

The  amounts  of  subscriptions  received  were,  in  1831,  159/.  8s.  11  d. — 1832,  298/.  13s.  4<2. 
—1833  197  Z.  115.  lod.;  but  as  the  institution  must  be  upheld  by  the  county  the  amount 
of  subscriptions  and  donations  being  small  does  not  affect  its  existence.  The  only  perma- 
nent property  belonging  to  the  institution  is  an  annuity  of  92  I 6 s.  2c?.  bequeathed  by  a 
lady,  chargeable  on  the  lands  of  Rockwood,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  and  vested  in  the 
governors.  None  of  the  poorer  classes  subscribe.  i 11  • i j ..i 

^ The  deputy  treasurer  collects  the  funds  and  keeps  them  ; he  also  holds  m his  hands  the 
lease  of  the  premises.  From  4 to  5 1.  are  given  to  the  housekeeper  to  meet  any  incidental 

expenses,  for  which  no  security  is  required. 

The  following  is  a detailed  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  tor  the  year  ending 
5th  January  1834  • 

n.  1 Cr. 


£.  s.  d. 

To  balance  due  on  last  acQount  - 51  11  ij 

Rent  and  rent  charges  - - 92  6 2 

Annual  subscriptions  - - - 37  “ 

Parliamentary  grant,  deducting 

pells  and  poundage  - - 89  1 lo 

Grand  jury  presentments  - ■ 553 

Petty  sessions’ fines  - - - 67  9 8 

Glass  sold,  &c.  - - - - 2 10  0 

Packages  returned  Messrs.  Boileau 
and  George  - - - - 3 6 

Balance  due  to  treasurer  ■ - 23  10  2j 


pensions  - 

£.  *. 

- 380  6 

. d. 
-1 

Wine  and  malt  liquors  - 

- 31  l6 

2 

Medicines  - 

- 106  5 

lOj 

Fuel  - 

• 42  4 

- 

Soap  and  Candles  - 

- 9 11 

1 

Repairs,  furniture  & bedding 

- 12  3 

9 

New  articles  of  furniture 

- 16  17 

H 

Rent  and  insurance 

- 16  13 

8 

Salaries  - 

- 223  9 

2 

Contingencies 

- 82  7 

5i 

£. 


921  14  11 


£.921 


14  11 
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The  subjoined  table  exhibits  the  comparative  amount  of  outlay  for^  the  three  last  willi 
former  years,  and  shows  the  number  of  intern  patients  in  the  same  period. 


YEARS. 

Number  of  Intern 
Patients. 

EXPENSE. 

1831  - 

492 

£.  5.  d, 

964  11  4h 

1832  - - - 

443 

838 11  3 

1833  - 

503 

921.  14  11 

. Total  - 

1,438 

2,724  17  6| 

1823  - 

288 

649  fi  7 

1824  - 

310 

802  11  4 

1825  (not  found)  - 

1826  - - - 

313 

864  19  - 

Total  - 

911 

2,316  15  11 

0.5. 

X X 4 

Average  expense  of  each 
^patient  - - 17 


Average  expense  of  each 
^patient  - - - £2.  10  10 


Hence 
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Hence  there  is  a saving  of  13  s.  effected  upon  each  patient  on  comparing  the  present  with 
the  former  cost.  This  difference  is  only  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  contracts  having  been 
publicly  advertised,  and  in  consequence  the  expenses  considerably  lessened,  and  everv 
economy  being  practised  in  the  institution. 


Leinster. 
County  Kildare. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Examinati.jns  laJieii-by  Col.  Bagot,  J.P.— Rev.  Mr.  Bourn. — H.  Cassidy,  esq. — Rev.  William  Cox. Drcwov 

Cusack  Roney,  esq.  ^ ...  _ ’ u — l^ISNEi’ 

■W.P.Borrel!,esq.  a,D.  ” H-IIAM  DuNN,  eSq. — 1 HOMAS  MaNGAN,  esq. — PONSONBY  MoORE,  esq.  J.P. DoMINICE 

0‘Reilt,  esq.,  j.p. — ThexVIedical  Attendant. — The  Steward  and  Registrar The  Matron 

County  Infirmary. 

The  Kildare  Infirmary  as  its  name  implies,  is  intended  to  afford  hospital  accommodation 

Population  and  to  the  poorer  classes  of  the  population  of  the  entire  county,  which  accordino-  to  the  enume 

Extent  of  Country,  ration  of  the  year  1831  contained  rather  more  than  108,000  inhabitants.  The  county  does 

not  possess  any  second  institution  of  a similar  character,  but  there  are  several  dispensaries 
for  providing  external  assistance,  of  which  the  following  are  within  six  miles  of  the  town 
of  Kildare,  and  m the  directions  indicated,  namely,  Rathangan,  five  miles  to  the  north- 
Newbridge,  four  miles  to  the  east;  Monasteseven,  five  miles  to  the  west.  These  and 
other  like  charities  ' are  considered  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  those  for 

whom  they  have  been  designed.  The  witnesses  refer  more  particularly  to  the  esta- 

blishment at  present  under  consideration,  and  they  state  that  no  instance  has  occurred 
where  an  application  for  admission  has  been  refused  when  made  under  the  proper  conditions 
as  to  recommendation.  It  has,  however,  occasionally  happened  that  a delay  of  one  or  two 
days  has  arisen  in  the  reception  of  a patient,  but  whenever  a case  of  an  urgent  nature  has 
presented  itself,  it  has  been  taken  in  under  any  circumstances,  and  temporary  accommo- 
dation has  been  prepared  until  a vacancy  has  been  made  in  the  regular  way.  Judgino-  from 
the  number  of  beds  which  were  occupied  at  the  time  of  their  visit,  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners were  disposed  to  think  that  the  hospital  was  fully  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the 
surrounding  district  attached  to  it,  so  far  as  regards  diseases  of  a non-contagious  character 
but  as  Its  regulations  forbid  the  admission  of  patients  labouring  under  fever,  the  formation 
of  an  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases  is  loudly  called  for. 

Building,  Turniiure  The  situation  which  has  been  selected  for  the  Kildare  Infirmary,  has  the  advantage  of 
and  Grounds  being  open  to  a free  circulation  of  air,  and  of  admitting  good  sewerage.  The  buildinv,  which 

IS  three  stories  in  height,  and  constructed  of  stone,  stands  upon  about  an  acre  of  ground 
and  has  very  commodious  out-buildings  attached  to  it.  It  contains  altogether  ten  rooms 
of  wdiich  five  are  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  surgeon  and  of  the  attendants,  consistin<>'  of 
the  housekeeper  and  nurses.  The  remainder  are  arranged  as  wards,  each  i6  feetby^ia 
ffiet,  and  containing  together  32  beds.  There  is  also  a bath  and  a waiting-room  for  pati^ts 
ihe  premises  are  the  property  of  the  county,  being  held  rent  free  under  a lease  of  lives- 
renewable  for  ever. 

Medical  Officer.  The  medical  duties  of  the  Infirmary  are  performed  exclusively  by  the  resident  surgeon 
who  was  appointed  to  the  situation  in  the  year  1818  at  a meeting  of  the  governors.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  received  his  education  in  mid- 
wifery at  Edinburgh.  Previous  to  his  connexion  with  the  present  institution  he  had  been 
surgeon  to  the  County  of  Kildare  Militia.  However,  he  does  not  any  longer  hold  any  second' 
appointment,  but  is  permitted  to  engage  in  private  practice.  He  is  bound  to  go  round  the 
wards  every  day  at  half-past  nine  o’clock,  and  he  acts  in  the  joint  capacity  of  surgeon  and 
physician.  He  is  assisted  in  the  dispensation  of  medicines  by  his  apprentice,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  professional  studies  for  a period  of  three  years  and  a half,  and  is  sufficiently 
qualified  to  act  in  the  absence  of  his  master.  In  case  the  latter  should  have  occasion  to 
leave  his  post  he  would.,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  governors,  be  allowed  to  provide 
a substitute,  but  this,  it  is  stated,  he  has  never  been  obliged  to  do.  As  to  the  security 
possessed  by  the  public  for  regularity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  it  is  observed  by  the 
witnesses,  that  the  poor  are  well  aware  of  their  being  able  to  obtain  redress  for  any  harsh- 
ness or  neglect  shown  to  them,  by  laying  their  complaints  in  the  hands  of  any  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  chanty,  who  would  take  measures  for  their  being  investigated  by  the  com- 
mittee. This  has  been  done  on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
weie  assured  that  the  surgeon  was  nevertheless  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  general  confidence 
of  the  poor.  ® 

Payment.  The  surgeon  receives  a salary  of  89/.  ij.  lotf.  from  Government,  to  which  the  county 

makes  an  annual  addition  of  92/.  6s.  1 J c?.,  making  a total  of  181/.  ys.  11  per  annum.  He 
receives  nothing  towards  the  maintenance  of  a horse,  but  is  entitled  to  an  allowance  for  turf 
and  candles.  The  apartments  which  he  occupies  in  the  institution  have  been  furnished  at 
his  own  expense.  Whatever  discretion  the  managers  of  dispensaries  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  exercise  in  the  payments  granted  to  their  medical  officers,  there  is  no  chance  that 
the  surgeon  of  the  County  Infirmary  can  ever  receive  a higher  rate  of  remuneration  than  is 
deemed  by  the  grand  jury  to  be  commensurate  with  his  services.  That  body  presents  for 
his  salary,  and  has  entire  control  over  its  amount. 

.The  choice  of  the  medical  attendant  is  placed  altogether  in  the  hands  of  the  governors, 
without  being  liable  to  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  grand  jury ; their  choice  is  no 
^ further  restricted  than  that  they  are  obliged  to  select  an  individual  who  has  obtained  the 

letters  testimonial  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.  On  the  occurrence  of  the 

last 
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last  vacancy,  an  advertisement  inviting  candidates  to  come  forward  was  inserted  in  the  news-  County 
aoers  but  it  was  not  successful  in  causing  competition,  as  no  one  appeared  except  the  Ihvirmaries. 

P ntleman -who  was  appointed.  It  is  stated  that  no  allowance  would  be  granted  to  the  Leinster 
eon  in  case  he  should  think  proper  to  resign  his  situation.  There  has  been  no  mortality  Kj'jJare 

«.-icr  the  medical  men  who  have  at  different  times  been  attached  to  the  institution.  The  \ 

among  I.  Uocf  nr.t  in  QnfKr.Jpnt  i._ 


^umbers  to  support  a medical  man  independent  of  the  Infirmary.  In  point  of  fact  no  Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
practitioners  are  established  nearer  than  at  Rathangau,  and  at  Naas  ; and  there  is  reason  ^sq- 

to  suppose  that  none  of  them  would  be  willing  to  attend  upon  the  poor  gratuitously.  County  Infirmary 

The  pharmacy  was  found  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  to  be  arranged  with  considerable  ^ 

neatness,  and  to  contain  a good  stock  of  all  necessary  implements  and  pharmaceutical 
apparatus.  The  supply  of  medicine  was  of  the  best  quality,  and  included  all  the  more  Pharmacy, 
delicate  preparations,  such  as  quinine  and  morphia.  They  had  been  purchased  under  the 
sanction  of  the  committee  from  the  Messrs.  Boileau  &;  George,  druggists,  in  Dublin,  who 
are  quite  unconnected  with  the  charity.  It  was  stated  the  annual  cost  of  medicine,  as  paid 
for  by  the  treasurer,  had  averaged  about  50 1.  during  the  last  three  years.  The  medicines 
are  placed  under  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  or,  during  the  absence  of  that  officer,  under  that  of 
his  apprentice,  and  no  part  of  them  is  permitted  to  be  sold.  As  the  surgeon  does  not 
practice  as  an  apothecaiy  he  does  not  retain  any  medicines  for  his  private  patients.  There 
are  not  any  surgical  instruments  provided  by  the  establishment  for  the  medical  attendant, 
who  is,  in  consequence,  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his  private  stock,  which  is  fortunately 
sufficient  for  all  ordinary  purposes.  The  patients  are  freely  supplied  with  leeches,  when 
circumstances  render  their  application  advisable ; some  attention  is  also  paid  to  the  diffusion 
of  vaccination,  and  all  persons  who  apply  for  the  performance  of  the  operation  obtain  it 
gratuitously.  The  number,  however,  of  those  who  seek  it  is  small,  and  as  they  are  very 
irregular  in  their  attendance  they  do  not  admit  of  the  stock  of  matter  being  constantly 
kept  up.  At  the  same  time  the  confidence  of  the  public  is  said  to  be  increasing  in  the 
efficacy  of  the  practice;  and  the  surgeon  states  that  he  looks  upon  it,  if  not,  as  wholly 
preventive  of  small-pock,  at  least  as  having  the  tendency  to  mitigate  the  intensity  of  its 
symptoms.  The  latter  disease  has  been  comparatively  rare  during  the  last  few  years  in  the 
district  around  Kildare,  and  the  surgeon,  though  not  prevented  from  so  doing,  has  never 
been  in  the  habit  of  inoculating  with  variolous  matter. 

The  medical  attendant  keeps  a register  in  which  are  entered  the  names  of  all  patients.  Patients’  llegis- 
together  with  the  date  of  their  admission.  The  period  of  their  discharge  is  also  mentioned,  tration. 
as  well  as  the  number  of  deaths  which  take  place.  As  for  those  who  may  happen  to  be 
refused  admittance,  the  reasons  for  such  refusals  are  always  assigned  on  the  back  of  the 
recommendation  which  the  applicant  has  presented.  At  the  termination  of  each  year  the 
grand  jury  are  furnished  with  a statement  of  the  extent  to  which  the  institution  has  granted 
relief.  At  the  period  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit  there  were  16  patients  in  the 
house,  and  it  was  stated  that  about  30  persons,  on  an,  average,  received  advice  and  medicine 
each  day,  as  extern  patients.  No  operation  of  any  importance  had  taken  place  during  the 
previous  three  years,  nor  had  any  lying-in  women  been  attended  during  that  time. 

No  persons  are  admitted  as  intern  patients  unless  they  have  obtained  the  recommenda-  Who  entitled  to 
tion  of  a subscriber;  but  those  poor  persons  who  only  seek  for  extern  aid  are  freely  pre-  Relief, 
scribed  for,  without  any  restriction.  The  condition  attached  to  admission  is  not,  however, 
productive'of  any  obstacle,  as  each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of 
orders  in  his  own  name,  which  can,  without  much  difficulty,  be  procured  even  by  those  who 
are  unknown  to  the  subscribers.  The  servants  of  subscribers  frequeqfly  take  advantage  of 
the  benefits  of  the  charity;  hut  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  individuals  besides 
those  whose  circumstances  really  entitle  them  to  gratuitous  assistance,  are  ever  relieved 


It  has  been  already  intimated  that  the  poor  receive  advice  and  medicine  at  this  institution ; Extern  Patients. 
but  as  this  is  a county  establishment,  intended  chiefly  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  in  hospital, 
the  medical  attendant  is  not  required  to  visit  patients  at  their  own  houses.  Professional  aid 
would  be  granted  on  application  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  as  well  as  immediate 
assistance  rendered  in  case  of  accidents. 

All  kinds  of  nourishment,  such  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary,  are  freely  supplied  Nourishment, 
to  the  patients  in  the  house,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  surgeon  and  at  the  cost  of 
the  institution ; there  is  no  charity  in  the  neighbourhood  to  afford  its  aid  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

In  cases  of  severe  accident  a deviation  is  made  from  the  general  rule  of  admitting  no  Intern  Patients, 
intern  patients  without  a recommendation.  When  once  a patient  has  entered,  he  is  not 
permitted  to  leave  the  bounds  of  the  institution  so  long  as  he  remains  under  treatment,  but 
his  friends  are  at  liberty  to  visit  him  once  a w'eek,  subject  to  certain  printed  regulations 
which  have  been  framed  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  order  and  good  conduct  in  the  esta- 
blishment. When  the  patients  have  become  convalescent  they  are  sometimes  called  upon 
to  assist  in  cleaning  the  wards.  Lunatics  are  not  admitted  under  any  circumstances,  nor 
would  cholera  patients  be  admitted.  • That  disease  did  not  appear  in  the  institution. 

Chaplains  have  never  been  attached  to  the  Infirmary,  but  the  clergy  of  all  religious  per- 
suasions are  considered  to  have  a right  of  visiting  in  the  hospital  at  all  times,  and  more  espe- 
cially in  cases  which  threaten  danger  to  life,  the  members  of  their  respective  churches  who 
may  be  confined  in  the  house,  so  that  a patient  has  every  facility  in  seeing  his  clergyman 
if  he  expresses  a wish  to  that  effect.  The  several  officers  of  the  establishment  were  inter- 
rogated by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  as  to  whether  any  improper  interference  had  ever 
taken  place  with  the  doctrinal  opinions  of  the  patients,  either  on  the  part  of  laity  or  of 

0.5.  V Y clergy. 
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.County 

Infiiimaries. 


Leinster. 
County  Kildare. 


Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.  P,  Borrett,  esq. 

County  Infirmary. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 

Managing 

Committee. 

Officers  not 
Medical. 


• clergy.  They  replied  that  nothing  of  the  kind  had  ever  occurred,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
tolerated.  It  wae  also  stated  that  neither  theological  nor  controversial  tracts  had  been  ever 
circulated  in  the  wards. 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  arranged  in  conformity  with  a printed  schedule,  which  was 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  who  were  informed  that 
Ewimioations  taken  by  several  extra  comforts  were  afforded  when-  required. 

The  institution  does  not  supply  its  inmates  with  clothing. 

The  principal  direction  is  constituted  of  about  14  governors,  who  all  enjoy  similar  pvivi- 
ges.  They  hold  meetings  on  fixed  days,  at  which  three  members  constitute  a quorum 
^ those  attending  in  general  not  exceeding  that  number.  Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  these  meetings,  and  votes  are  never  taken  by  proxy. 

The  details  of  management  are  confided  to  a managing  committee,  who  meet  whenever 
there  is  occasion  for  their  authority.  There  is  no  board  of  superintendence,  nor  have  any 
visiting  governors  been  appointed,  altliougb  they  are  always  at  liberty  to  inspect  the  work- 
ing of  the  establishment. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer.  He  was  appointed  by  the  governors 
without  any  reference  to  the  authority  of  the  grand  jury.  He  receives  no  remuneration  for 
his  services,  nor  is  he  required  to  give  any  security,  being  expected  to  submit  his  accounts 
every  year  to  the  governors  as  well  as  to  the  grand  jury.  The  mode  of  electing  the  trea- 
surer is  by  open  voting,  and  the  witnesses  consider  it  to  be  the  most  desirable  w^.  There 
has  been  no  ground  for  suspecting  that  religious  prejudices  have  had  any  share  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  present  officer,  who  is  a Roman  catholic. 

The  attendants  in  the  service  of  the  charity  are — the  steward,  salary  40  per  annum;  the 
housekeeper,  20/.  per  annum  ; a porter,  13?.  16s.  91?.  per  annum;  two  nurses,  at  I5^.’i55. 
each  per  annum.  These  all  reside  in  the  house,  with  the  exception  of  the  steward.  The 
housekeeper  is  allowed  her  board.  Their  appointment  rests  with  the  governors  at  large 
by  whom  alone  they  can  be  discharged.  They  are  paid  by  the  treasurer.  ® ’ 

Every  thing  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  institution  is  procured  by  contract,  and 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  assured  that  although  it  sometimes  happened  that  a 
governor  became  a contracting  party,  yet  every  thing  was  supplied  at  the  very  lowest  rate. 

Every  year  a report  is  presented  to  the  governors  and  to  the  grand  jury  relative  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  relieved,  and  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred. 
Up  to  1824  these  reports  were  annually  printed,but  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  unable 
to  procure  a copy  of  a later  date  than  that  year.  The  witnesses  expressed  an  opinion 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  formation  of  permanent  boards  of  health  for  circumscribed  districts. 
They  stated  that  a large  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  upper  and  middle  classes  of 
society  in  this  neighbourhood  could  be  found,  who  would  willingly  co-operate  in  the  duties 
of  such  an  establishment,  and  who  would  be  every  way  qualified  to  take  a part  in  an  inves- 
tigation into  the  actual  condition  of  the  poor. 

The  income  of  the  infirmary  is  made  up  of  subscriptions,  donations,  fines,  and  a present- 
ment granted  by  the  county.  Some  of  the  subscribers  contribute  to  the  extent  of  20 
guineas  a year,  and  none  give  less  than  three  guineas.  However,  the  existence  of  the 
chanty  is  quite  independent  of  any  precarious  mode  of  support,  inasmuch  as  it  must  be 
upheld  by  the  county.  The  gross  annual  income  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  as 
follows : — 


Reports. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 


1831. 

,£665  iis.  lod. 


1832. 

£856  195.  i|d. 


1833. 
£654  6s. 


Collection  and 

Custody. 

Expenditure. 


Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Instruction. 


The  funds  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  with  whom  alone  any  property  is 
allowed  to  remain.  r r 


No  bill  can  be  paid  until  it  has  been  examined  by  the  committee, 
ments  are  made  through  the  steward.  The  expenditure  in — 


By  their  order  pay- 


831  was 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

£. 

- 708 

18 

d. 

oh 

832 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 747 

13 

Zh 

833  - 

" 

■ 

- 

- 

- 654 

6 

9h 

The  accounts  of  the  establishment  are  balanced  every  year,  and  are  laid  before  the  sub- 
scribers and  the  grand  jury. 

The  instruction  afforded  by  the  present  institution  is  limited  to  the  education  of  the 
apprentice  of  the  surgeon,  who  is  permitted  to  assist  his  master. 


County  Louth. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D. Barry,  si.  n. 

J.  II.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.d. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Dr.  Gillichen. — Alexander  Shekleton,  Esq. ; — and  The  Medical  Attendant. 


County  Infirmary,  The  present  institution  is  at  the  same  time  an  infirmary  and  a dispensary.  In  the  latter 
and  Dispensary,  capacity  it  is  considered  by  the  witnesses  to  be  fully  adeqaute  to  supplying  external  relief 
' — - JP  district  for  which  it  is  intended,  but  as  an  hospital  it  has  been  found  to 

Population  and  form  a source  of  medical  assistance  altogether  deficient.  It  has  been  necessary  to  refuse 
Extent  of  Country,  not  less  than  90  applications  for  admission,  and,  under  such  circumstances,  the  two  medical 
gentlemen  who  were  present  at  the  examination  gave  their  opinion  that  small  district 

hospitals 
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should  be  opened  in  different  parts  of  the  comity,  and  that  each  should  be 
™ ued  for  the  reception  as  well  of  surgical  as  of  medical  cases.  The  Louth  Infirmary, 
^ - implies,  is  intended  for  the  whole  county  m which  it  is  situated ; but  there  are 

■jei-  medical  charities  in  its  neighbourhood ; namely,  the  Ballymacscanlan  Dis- 
to  the  north,  the  Forkhill  Dispensary  to  the  north-west,  the  Castle  Bellingham 


County 

Insikuaries. 


Leinsier. 
County  Loutb. 


^rr,P  other  medical  charities  in  its  neighbourhood ; namely,  the  Ballymacscanlan  Dis- 
pnsarv  to  the  north,  the  Forkhill  Dispensary  to  the  north-west,  the  Castle  Bellingham 
fikoensarv  to  the  south,  and  the  Louth  Dispensary  to  the  west.  A nobleman  who  resides  ukenby 

i,  the  neighbourhood  has  also  formed  a private  establishment  for  affording  advice  and  ^ 

medicine  to  his  own  tenantry.  r ^ 

The  house  is  built  of  stone,  two  stories  m height,  and  stands  upon  an  area  of  50  feet  by  Infirmary, 

..  No  record  has  been  kept  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  construction.  The  surgery  dispensary. 

■ nbout  I*!  feet  by  14,  in  good  repair,  well  kept  and  furnished,  but  the  i emamder  of  the 
building  is  old.  The  furniture  for  the  house  department  is  good.  The  number  of  beds  for  p„„i,„re 

“ ®is  I7,in  twomaleandonefemale  wards.  They  are  at  present  occupied  by  10  male 
and  five  females.  These  wards  are  as  well  ventilated  as  the  construction  of  a^house 


uatients  and  live  temaies.  inese  warns  aie  as  wyu 

not  originally  intended  for  an  hospital  will  admit,  and  they  contain  sleeping  places  for  the 
uorter  and  the  nurse.  One  sitting  room  and  one  bed  room  are  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  matron;  there  is  also  a waiting-room  for  extern  patients.^  Although  the  greater  part 


of  the  town  of  Dundalk  labours  under  the  disadvantage  of  a low  situation,  the  hospital  is 
ulaced  in  a comparatively  favourable  position,  yet  without  elevation,  and  with  no  particular 
shelter  There  is  a small  garden  of  about  the  same  area  as  the  house.  There  are  also  the 
usual  out-offices  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  and  which  have  been  recently 
erected  at  the  expense  of  its  own  funds.  The  entire  premises  are  held  under  the  Lari  or 
Roden  at  an  annual  rent  of  2s.6d.  per  acre,  and  by  a tenure  which  precludes  inconvenience  from 
change  of  owners.  The  county  of  Louth  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  construction  of  a new 
hospital  upon  an  extensive  scale,  intended  to  contain  20  male  and  12  female  patients,  with 
every  necessary  accommodation  for  house-surgeon,  matron^  and  servants,  together  with 
baths.  The  site  has  been  judiciously  selected,  and  the  building  is  in  rapid  progress  towards 
completion.  It  is  thought  that  it  will  be  ready  for  the  objects  of  its  design  m the  month 
of  August  1835  ; and  its  cost  is  estimated  at  3,000/.,  which  it  is  hoped  to  defray  from  the 

savings  of  the  present  establishment,  and  from  the  contributions  of  private  individuals. 

The  surgeon  of  the  Infirmary  is  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  Medical  Officer, 
and  a graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  University.  His  education  in  midwifery  was  received  m 
Dublin  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  all  the  branches  of  the  medical  profession. 

He  resides  at  a short  distance  from  the  hospital,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  the  year 
1822.  For  the  six  years  previous  to  that  year  he  had  been  medical  superintendent  of  the 
Kiliucan  Dispensary  ; at  present  he  holds  no  second  appointment.  He  is  obliged  to  attend 
at  the  hospital  daily  between  the  hours  of  10  and  12,  and  from  the  visitors  report  book,  as 
well  as  from  the  personal  observation  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  he  appears  to  have 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  with  gi-eat  zeal  and  ability.  He  has  never  had  recourse 
to  the  aid  of  a substitute,  but  he  would  be  permitted  to  do  so  m case  of  circumstances 
requiring  his  temporary  absence,  by  making  timely  application  to  the  official  authorities. 

There  is  but  one  other  medical  officer,  namely,  the  apothecary.  This  gentleman  is  a 
member  of  the  Apothecaries’  Company  in  Dublin,  and  his  duties  are  confined  to  the  corn- 
pounding and  seeing  administered  the  remedies  which  have  been  prescribed  by  the  surgeon. 

His  hours  of  attendance  at  the  institution  correspond  with  those  of  the  last-named  officer, 
and  he  is  liable  to  be  dismissed  by  the  governors  assembled  as  a.  board,  if  any  charge  of 
gross  irregularity  or  neglect  be  established  against  him.  It  is  understood  by  the  poor  that 
they  are  luthorized  to  prefer  tlieir  complaints  to  this  board,  and  this  privilege  they  exercise 
with  perfect  security. 

The  salary  of  the  surgeon  is  89/.  is.8d.-,  that  of  the  apothecaiy  44/.  per  annum.  The  Payment, 
former  is  paid  from  the  government  grant,  the  latter  from  the  general  fund  of  the  institution. 

There  are  no  additional 'allowances  of  any  description  to  either  officer,  and  as  1ms  been  before 
intimated,  there  is  no  accommodation  provided  for  them  in  the  hospital.  The  amount  of 
their  emoluments  cannot  be  said  to  depend  altogether  on  the  discretion  of  the  governors. 

The  charity  is  not.  entitled  to  demand  more  than  600/.  annually,  and,  in  point  of  tact  it  has 
never  been  customary  to  apply  for  more  than  500  /.  a year,  so  that,  there  is  not  much  room 
for  extravagance  in  the  emoluments  secured  to  the  officers.  _ . 

The  right  of  appointing  the  surgeon  is  vested  in  the  governors,  and  the  conditions  for  Election, 
voting  are  regulated  by  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  grand  juiy  is  no 
possessed  of  any  control  on  the  point.  The  electors  are  limited  in  their  choice  to  members  or 
licentiates  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland ; but  there  is  no  restriction  as  to 
age.  Whenever  a vacancy  has  occurred  notice  of  the  intention  to  fillit  has  been  msertect  111 
the  public  journals,  and  there  has  in  general  been  very  considerable  comi?etition  lor  tiie 
situation.  At  the  last  election  of  surgeon  there  were  seven  candidates.  JNotvvithstanaing 
that  the  numerous  residents  in  independendent  circumstances,  who  are  to  be  lountt  m tne 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Dundalk,  are  amply  sufficient  to  maintain  a medical  man 
without  the  aid  of  a salaiy  from  a public  institution,  there  is  but  one  practitioner  m tlie 
district  qualified  to  be  elected  to  the  Louth  Infirmary.  _ With  respect  to  superannuations 
among  the  officers  of  that  establishment  no  rule  has  hitherto  been  laid  down,  but  it  is 
stated  that  none  of  them  would  be  considered  entitled  to  a retiring  allowance  in  case  0 
resignation. 

The  pharmacy  was  visited  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  and  it  was  found  to  be  m pharmacy. 

the  best  condition,  and  to  have  been  very  carefully  kept.  The  list  of  medicines  included 

0.5.  Y Y 2 every 
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every  thing  that  could  be  desired  in  general  practice,  and  the  drugs  appeared  to  be  of 
excellent  quality.  They  had  been  procured,  through  the  mediumof  the  governors  from  th 
house  of  Boileau  and  George,  druggists,  in  Dublin.  The  expense  during  each  of  the  thill 
previous  years  had  been  as  follows  : 


Year  ending  January  5th,  1832  - 
Ditto  - 1 833  - 

Ditto  _ - _ 1834  _ 


£.  s,  d. 
29  18  7 
27  18  7 
54  14  2 


Messrs.  Borleau  and  George  are  governors  of  the  institution,  and  it  may  not  be  un 
necessary  to  state,  that  invariably  throughout  Ireland,  the  firm  which  supplies  drugs  to  a 
medical  charity  is  a subscriber  to  the  funds  of  the  same.  The  medicines  are  placed  under 
the  charge  of  the  two  medical  officers.  The  surgeon  is  not  engaged  in  business  as  an 
apothecary,  but  the  apothecary  has  an  establishment  in  the  town,  in  which,  however  the 
medicines  are  kept  totally  unconnected  with  those  of  the  Infirmary.  The  phamaceutical  appa 
ratus  consists  of  some  cast-iron  pots.  There  is  a moderate  stock  of  surgical  instruments 
belonging  to  the  hospital.  They  are  occasionally  used  for  other  purposes  than  those 
strictly  speaking,  of  the  chanty,  and  are  also  sometimes  used  in  private  practice  but  this 
may  be  done  without  any  injury  to  the  institution.  Leeches  are  ordered  as  wanted  from  an 
apothecary;  but  the  medical  attendant  prefers  the  application  of  cupping-glasses. 

There  are  no  regulations  respecting  the  diffusion  of  vaccination.  However,  the  suro-eon 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  vaccinating  gratuitously  all  who  applied  for  it;  he  has  the  pnvi- 
lege  of  procuring  vaccine  matter  from  the  Cow-pock  Institution,  in  Dublin.  Small-pock  has 
not  been  a disease  of  much  frequency  of  late  years;  and  it  is  stated,  that  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  the  preservative  efficacy  of  vaccination,  which  was  never  great  has 
latterly  shown  some  tendency  to  decrease.  Inoculation  with  variolous  matter  is  not 
prohibited  by  any  definite  bye-kws,  but  it  has  never  been  practiced  by  the  medical 
attendant. 


A register  is  kept  by  the  surgeon  of  all  the  cases  which  are  treated  by  him  in  connexion 
with  the  Infirmary.  Ihe  following  abstract  of  the  register  for  the  year  ending  January  <itli 
1834,  will  show  the  amount  of  relief  granted  in  that  time.  It  does  not  include  the  exteni 
patients,  who  were  treated  at  the  dispensary  attached  to  the  Infirmary,  and  who  were 
supplied  With  advice  and  medicine.  Their  number  in  the  same  period  amounted  to 
4,098.  ‘ 


Designation  of  Diseases. 

Remaining 
at  liie 
Close  of 
1832. 

Admitted 

during 

1833. 

Total 
treated 
during  the 
Year. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Remaining 
at  the 
Close  of 
1833. 

Rate  of 
Mortality 

Continued  fever 
Interniittent  ditto 
Diarrhcca  and  dysentery 
Cliroiiic  cases  . _ - 

Capital  operations 
Wounds  and  ulcers  - 
Fractures  and  dislocations  - 

j-3 

1 

77 

5 

71 

21 

1 

77 

5 

71 

21 

1 

74 

5 

67  1 

3 

4 

Total  - 

13 

175 

i68  1 

7 

16 

35 

^ r also  periotl.cally  submitted  to  the  grand  jury.  At  the  time 

was  I , Commissioners  visited  the  Infirmary  the  number  of  pailents  in  the  house 

was  17.  On  the  same  day  the  number  relieved  at  the  dispensary  amounted  to  31. 

tion  of  ^a'’7vern?'’‘’'"’f  I"  provided  l.imself  with  the  reoominenda- 

tion  of  a governoi,  and  by  a bye-law  it  is  provided  that  each  governor  shall  only  be 
entitled  to  recommend  two  patients  Ibr  external  relief  on  each  dispensary  day.  HmvLr, 
k enfnr  ed”°  stnalnass,  and,  as  before  said,  the  condition  which 

IS  eniorced  is  that  of  having  a ticket,  to  which  a single  signature  gives  the  rcauisito 

Set  ni^en1”oas7'‘’‘T  ? ftoS  accidents.  Ini  to 

srribors®  f Unconditionally  relieved  at  all  hours  The  servants  of  snb- 

l 7k  , exempted  from  the  rale  requiring  a recommendation.  There  have  been  a 

fevv  instances  in  winch  mdivnluals  not  m need  of  gratuitous  aid  have,  nevertheless, 
conh  ivcd  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  charity.  None  of  the  subscribers  belong 
to  trie  poorer  classes.  ° 

With  reference  more  pnrtionlarly  to  the  extern  patients,  they  are,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  received  at  the  dispensary  on  certain  fixed  days,  when  they  are  provided  with 
advice  aim  medicine;  but  no  poor  are  attended  at  their  own  dwellings.  This  is  the  less 
necessary,  inasmuch  as  all  accidents  are  taken  into  the  hospital  without  delay.  Midwifery 
oases  are  not-attended,  except  when  they  present  themselves  in  the  wards  of  the  housi 
llie  emalcs  of  the  poorer  classes  are  attended  during  their  confinement  by  raidwives,  who, 
as  a body,  are  said  to  he  possessed  of  little  skill,  and  to  be  the  not  nnfreqnent  causes  of 
injury  lo  those  who  are  placed  m their  hands.  ' ^ 


Articles 
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County 
. Infirmaries. 


Leitistcr. 
.County  Loulh. 

Examinations  talicn  by 


Articles  of  food  are  supplied  to  the  intern  patients  alone.  For  the  extern  there  is  no 
ce  in  the  neighbourhood  whence  such  things  are  in  any  mode  to  be  obtained. 

® The  bearer  of  a subscriber’s  recommendation  is  entitled  to  admission  into  the  Hospital, 
rovided  tliat  there  be  a vacancy,  and  that  the  surgeon  consider  him  a proper  object.  The 
P .grn  patients  are  occasionally  allowed  to  leave  the  house,  and  their  friends  are  permitted  to 
^'citthem  twice  a week,  between  the  hours  of  13  and  2;  but  although,  sometimes,  when 
In  a state  of  convalescence,  required  to  assist  the  servants  of  the  establishment  in  their  « r 

duties  they  are  never  called  upon  to  do  any  work  for  the  benefit  of  individuals  connected  ' ' 1:^’ 

with  the  cliarity.  There  are  no  chaplains,  but  the  clergy  of  all  religious  denominations  County  Infirmary, 
are  considered  to  have  aright  of  free  access  to  the  inmates  at  all  hours,  so  that  the  sick  can  Dispensary, 
avail  themselves  of  their  services  whenever  they  express  a wish  to  that  eftect.  It  does  ■ 

not  appear  that  improper  interference  has  ever  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  religious  Patients, 

opinions  of  the  patients.  The  Infimiary  was  not  opened  to  persons  labouring  under 
cholera,  during  the  prevalence  of  that  epidemic.  , , , 

The  allowance  of  food  to  the  patients  is  regulated  by  a fixed  diet  table,  calculated  Diet, 
according  to  their  several  states.  Any  extra  comforts  which  may  be  recommended  by  the 
surgeon  are  also  freely  allowed.  . t.  • . r-i 

Each  patient  is  supplied  with  an  hospital  shirt  on  his  entrance  into  the  house.  It  is  to  Uotbing. 
be  regretted  that  no  arrangements  have  been  made  for  storing  and  purifying  the  clothes 
winch  the  sick  bring  with  them.  _ „ , , at 

The  o-eneral  management  is  in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  and  is  in  no  degree  controlled  tieneral  Manage- 
bv  any  of  the  officers.  The  governors  attend  to  the  interests  of  the  institution  with  much  ment. 

•a^iduity,  and  are  very  regular  in  their  quarterly  meetings,  at  which  five  of  their  number 
constitute  a quorum.  They  are  all  possessed  of  equal  privileges  as  to  voting,  in  which  proxies 
are  only  taken  from  ladies.  Minutes  are  always  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  the  quarterly 
meetings,  of  which  one  was  held  on  the  day  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  happened  to 
be  at  the'  charity.  It  was  attended  by  nine  gentlemen,  including  the  treasurer. 

Tfo  managing  committee  has  ever  been  appointed,  but  the  governors  can  at  all  times  Managing  Com- 
enter  and  inspect  the  details  of  the  establishment,  and  there  is  a report-book  kept  for  them  mittee. 
in  which  to  enter  their  remarks. 

All  officers  are  elected  by  the  subscribers  at  large.  The  appointment  of  the  treasurer,  Oliicers  not 
who  also  acts  as  secretary  and  collector,  is  permanent,  and  is  made  by  open  voting,  and  medical, 
without  reference  to  sectarian  distinctions.  The  treasurer  is  allowed  13Z.  16s.  i id.  annually 
for  managing  the  accounts,  and  they  are  transmitted  by  him  to  the  Imprest  Office  in  Dublin 
after  he  has  sworn  to  them  on  being  inspected  by  the  governors.  He  has  not  entered  into 
any  security,  nor  has  he  ever  been  called  on  to  do  so.  • 

The  attendants  are  four  in  number,  namely,  a porter,  a matron  and  two  nurses.  They  Attendants, 
all  reside  in  the  house,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  matron,  are  provided  with  board. 

Their  wages  are  paid  to  them  at  the  quarterly  meetings,  and  are  as  follows,  viz., 

£.  s.  d. 


Matron 
Porter  - 
First  Nurse  - 
Second  Nurse 


50  - - 1 
1212  - 
8 8- 
7 7 


All  these  servants  are  appointed  by  the  governors,  and  may  also  be  discharged  by  them. 

.No  deaths  have  occurred  among  the  attendants. 

The  several  articles  required  for  the  internal  consumption  of  the  hospital  are  supplied  Stores, 
by  contract,  and  it  has  sometimes  happened  that  governors  have  been  the  contracting 
parties.  With  respect  to  the  property  belonging  to  the  charity,  it  has  never  been  usual 
to  lend  any  portion  of  it,  but  the  governors  have  the  power  of  doing  so  if  they  think  proper. 

The  reports  are  made  in  conformity  with  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  they  have  not  in  Reports, 
general  been  printed. 

The  charity  possesses  a capital  of  about  3,600^.,  principally  vested  111  3J  per  cent.  Funds  and 
government  securities,  and  affording  a yearly  return  of  130  Z.  The  principal  part  Accounts, 
of  its  income,  however,  is  derived  from  grants  annually  allowed  by  the  county  and  by  Receipts, 
the  Government,  and  from  the  annual  contributions  and  donations  of  private  individuals. 

■Some  of  the  subscriptions  are  for  20/.,  and  the_  lowest  is  for  3^.  35.  The  three  former 
sources  of  income  are  those  upon  which  the  existence  of  the  institution  moie  especially 
•depends.  The  following  abstracts  of  the  general  accounts  will  show  the  gross  annual 
income  and  expenditure  for  the  years  1831,  1832,1833.  They  are  taken  from  the  state- 
ment which  is  annually  prepared  by  the  treasurer,  and  which  is,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, audited  by  the  governors  assembled  in  board,  and  afterwards  forwarded  to  the 
official  authorities  in  Dublin.  No  payment  can  .be  made  except  through  the  treasurer, 
who  always  keeps  a small  balance  in  hand  to  meet  contingencies. 

1831. 


County  grant 
Covernnieiit  grant 
Fines  at  petty  sessions  - 
Interest  on  funds  - 
Subscriptions  and  donations 


£.  s.  d. 
461  10  9 
89  1 10 
7111  - 
77-3 

195  6 - 

£.894  9 10 


Expenditure  : 


Salaries 
Provisions  - 
Medicines  - 
Coals  and  soap,  &c. 
Coiitingencie.s 


s.  d. 

■ 199  15  1 

- 92  3 It 

- 67  lb  I 

24  18  - 

- 102  i6  4 

£■■  487  9 5 
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County 

Infirmaries. 


inquiring 


Receipts: 


Uimter.  County  grant 
County  Louth.  Government  grant 
TV  . . . , Fines  - - . 

ixaramations  taken  by  t„. , 

Sir D.  Barry, M.DJ  • 

J.  R.  Corrie,esq.,M.D.  subscriptions  and  donations 

County  Infirmary 
and  Dispensary. 


£.  s.  d. 

- 461  10  9 

- 89  1 10 

' 49  6 9 

■ 85  6 3 

- 89  7 - 


£.774  12  7 


Expenditure  : 


Salaries 
Provisions  - 
Medicines  - 
Coals,  &C.  - 
Contingencies 


£•  5.  d. 

200  i8  8 

153  11  I 
29  18  7 
24  15-  4 
51  1 1 


£.  460 


4 9 


Receipts: 
County  giant  - - - 

Government  grant 
Fines  - 
Interest  - 

Subscriptions  and  donations  - 


£.  s.  d. 
461  10  9 
89  1 10 

59  8 6 

194  13  5 
76  14  - 


Expenditure  : 
Salaries  - . _ _ 

Provisions  - - - 

Medicines  - - . 

Coals  and  soap 
Contingencies 
Ale  and  spirits 
Surgical  instruments 
Candles,  &c.  - - . 

Repairs  of  furniture 
New  furniture,  repairs  of  house 


£. 

225  I 
122  7 

27  18 
19  2 
13  18 


7 18 
3 5 

15  13 


£.  452 


Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Instruction. 


The  medicsil  and  sureical  instruction  afforded  by  the  Louth  Infirmary  is  limited  to  the 
education  imparted  to  the  two  apprentices  who  are  bound  to  the  medical  attendant  There 
are  not  any  students  attached  to  the  hospital,  nor  are  any  lectures  given  or  arraneements 
made  lor  the  attendance  of  pupils.  Dissections  are  not  permitted  for  the  general  study  of 
anatomy;  and  m consequence  of  the  very  great  prejudice  which  is  diffused  amongst  the 
public  against  the  custom  ol  post-mortem  examinations,  such  inspections  can  only  take 
place  when  the  express  permission  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased  has  been  obtained. 


Drogheda 
Infirmary  and 
Dispensary. 


Person  who  attended  the  Examination 
The  Medical  Attendant. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


•Building  and 
Grounds. 


Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 

Election. 

Pharmacy. 


Patients’  Regis- 
tration. 


• -Drogheda  Hospital  was  first  established  in  the  year  1807,  by  several  gentlemen 

interested  m the  welfare  of  the  town  for  whose  benefit  it  is  intended,  and  which  contains 
a population  of  about  18,000  inhabitants,  and  an  area  of  three  miles  in  length  by  two  in 
breadth.  It  forms  the  only  source  of  medical  relief  within  a very  considerable  distance 
there  being  no  other  mmilar  institution  nearer  than  at  Navan,  in  the  county  Meath,  a town 
nearly  1 2 miles  off.  The  house  is  constructed  of  brick,  three  stories  in  height,  and  has  ten 
windows  m front.  It  was  purchased  by  the  subscribers  in  the  year  1800,  for  the  sum  of 
900  L,  and  IS  further  subject  to  a yearly  rent  of  20 1,  payable  to  the  Patrician  Society.  The 
premises  stand  on  the  elevation  of  a limestone  hill,  and  occupy,  including  a small  garden, 
about  a quarter  of  an  acre.  The  situation  is  dry  and  healthy,  and  the  exposure  is  elsterly. 
ine  interior  contains  four  wards,  which  are  capable  of  accommodating  30  patients  • but  at 
present  there  are  but  10  beds  occupied.  Besides  the  sick  wards  there  are  also  apartments 
appropriated  to  the  meetings  of  the  board,  and  for  the  residence  of  the  house  pupil  too-ether 
with  a room  given  up  to  the  use  of  the  nurse.  1 ? © 

There  is  but  one  medical  officer  attached  to  the  charity,  who  acts  at  the  same  time  in  the 
capacity  of  surgeon  and  apothecary.  He  is  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons- 
in  Ireland,  and  has  filled  his  present  situation  for  the  last  16  years.  He  is  bound  to  visit 
the  hospital  daily,  at  10  o clock  ; and  he  has  never  availed  himself  of  the  aid  of  a substitute 
lor  any  length  of  time.  He  is  not  himself  provided  with  apartments  in  the  hospital ; but 
his  pupil,  whose  age  is  19,  has  been  residing  in  it  during  the  last  two  years.  The  surgeon 
IS  also  the  attendant  of  the  hospital  dispensaiy.  =>  j » 

He  receives,  as  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  a yearly  salary  of  go.  I 6 s.  lid.,  and  for  his 

services  at  the  dispensary,  asalary  of  64/.  12s.  8gd.  ^ 4 » 

The  right  of  appointing  the  medical  superintendent  is  exercised  by  the  governors  of  the 
chanty  whose  privilege  as  to  voting  are  regulated  in  conformity  witli  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  ot  Faihament.  Ihe  selection  is  limited  to  members  or  licentiates  of  the  Irish  College 
of  burgeons ; and  at  the  last  vacancy  there  were  but  two  'candidates. 

Ihe  room  used  as  an  apothecary’s  shop  is  neatly  arranged  ; all  the  drawers,  bottles,  &c., 
appeal  to  have  been  carefully  kept.  There  was  a good  supply  of  the  medicines  used  in 
ordinary  practice,  all  being  under  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  who,  as  has  been  alreadv  inti- 
mated,  discharges  the  duties  of  apothecary,  and  dispenses  medicine  on  two  days  in  each 
week  to  the  extern  patients.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s  bill  for  the  interval  between 
the  6th  of  January  1833  and  the  5th  of  January  1834,  was  46?.  6s. 

le  register  of  diseases,  with  the  termination  of  the  several  cases,  appears  to  have  been 

kept 
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kept  with  much  regularity,  and  some  of  the  more  important  ones  are  instructively  recorded 
in  detail.  On  the  day  that  the  institution  was  visited  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  the 
wards  contained  but  six  patients,  all  of  them  labouring  under  ulcers.  It  ^vas,  however, 
stated  that,  including  12  who  remained  in  hospital  on  the  5th  of  January  1833,  there  had 
been  admitted  in  the  year  subsequent  to  that  date  a total  of  98  patients,  of  which  number 
were — 

Discharged  ------  82 

Died  - --  --  ---6 

Remained  in  hospital  January  5th  1834  - - 10 


During  the  same  period  the  number  of  applicants,  fit  objects  for  the  inslituticn,  who  were 
nevertheless  refused  admittance  from  want  of  room,  was  not  less  than  50.  Febrile  affections 
are  represented  to  constitute  the  most  ordinary  diseases  of  the  district,  but  they  have  not 
presented  themselves  in  an  epidemic  form  since  the  year  1832.  Smallpox  has  latterly  mani- 
tested  itself  to  a considerable  extent  among  tbe  poorer  classes  of  the  population,  owing  in 
great  measure  to  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  some  of  the  medical  practitioners 
residing  in  the  town  of  Drogheda,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  inoculating  with 
variolous  matter.  They  have  been  the  cause  of  a great  mortality,  and  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners were  witnesses  to  five  cases  of  inoculated  smallpox,  which  were  presented  in  one  day 
at  the  dispensary.  Vaccination  is  there  performed  gratuitously,  but  it  has  been  found  to 
afford  but  a doubtful  security,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  its  efficacy  is  on  the 
decline. 

Patients  seeking  for  medical  relief  must  be  provided  with  the  recommendation  of  a 
governor,  but  the  medical  attendant  is  authorized  to  use  his  discretion  in  determining 
whether  the  applicant  be  a fit  object  for  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  or  not. 

The  dispensary  has  been  set  on  foot  for  the  assistance  of  patients  not  requiring  to  be 
taken  into  the  hospital.  Besides  those  who  are  provided  with  advice  and  medicine  at  the 
institution  on  the  public  days,  those  of  the  sick  poor  who  maybe  incapacitated  from  present- 
ing themselves  there  are  entitled  to  call  for  the  attendance  of  the  surgeon  at  their  own 
dwellings,  provided  they  be  situated  within  a radius  of  one  mile  and  a half.  No  charge  for 
horse  hire  is  ever  made  for  such  visits. 

The  intern  patients  are  provided  with  eveiy  necessary  during  the  course  of  their  treatment 
except  clothes.  Their  own  clothes  are,  on  their  admission,  sent  back  to  their  families  in 
order  to  be  washed. 

Their  diet  is  regulated  according  to  a schedule,  which  contains  two  rates,  namely,  full 
diet  and  low  diet.  Those  w'ho  are  placed  on  full  diet  are  allowed  half  a pound  of  boiled  beef, 
•without  bone,  on  Sundays  and  Thursdays.  Low  diet  consists,  daily,  of  half  a pound  of 
bread,  two  quarts  of  new  milk  and  one  quart  of  buttermilk. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors, 
who  at  present  are  only  five  in  number,  of  whom  one,  namely,  the  clergyman  of  t&e  parish, 
acts  in  virtue  of  his  o&ce.  A general  meeting  takes  place  every  year,  which  is  usually 
attended  by  a majority  of  the  body,  and  of  which  the  proceedings  are  regularly  registered 
in  a book  kept  for  the  purpose,  which  was  exhibited  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

There  is  also  a managing  committee,  of  which  the  meetings  are  appointed  to  be  held 
quarterly,  and  are  in  general  attended  by  a sufficient  number  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officer. 

One  of  the  attendants,  namely,  the  porter,  is  employed  to  act  as  collector.  To  this  duty 
he  was  appointed  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  he  receives  ^l.  per  annum  for  his  trouble. 
The  other  servants  are,  a matron  and  a nurse.  The  former,  w'ho  is  paid  21  a year,  was 
•also  appointed  by  the  surgeon  at  the  recommendation  of  the  governors.  She  is  provided  with , 
lodging,  and  with  coals  and  candles.  The  nurse’s  wages  are  4Z.  4 s.  per  annum,  and  in 
-addition  she  is  entitled  to  the  full  diet  of  the  hospital. 

The  nature  of  the  several  sources  of  income  on  which  the  charity  is  dependent  for  its 
support,  is  best  shown  by  the  following  table  of  receipts  for  the  year  ending  January  5, 1834. 
It  is  necessary  to  premise  that  there  are  two  classes  of  subscribers,  and  that  no  contri- 
butions are  received  lower  than  one  guinea.  Those  who  give  the  latter  sum  annually,  or 
any  thing  less  than  3/.  3s.,  are  only  entitled  to  recommend  patients  for  external  relief  at 
the  dispensary.  The  other  class,  who  give  3 1.  3s.  and  upwards,  may  demand  assistance  for 
an  unlimited  number  of  patients,  both  in  the  hospital  and  as  extern. 


Subscriptions 
County  presentment 
Interest  on  stock  - 
Fines  from  sessions 
Parliamentary  grant 
Corporation  - ditto 


Income  : 

£.  s. 

d. 

- 

- - - 

- 

- 

- 49  7 

- 

. 

_ _ - 

- 

- 

- 92  6 

1 1 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 83  1 

6 

_ 

- . . 

_ 

_ 

22  16 

6 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 92  6 

li 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 50  - 

- 

■£•389 17 

3 h 

The  funds  of  the  institution  lie  until  wanted  with  the  treasurer. 


Expenditure 


'County 

Infikmaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Louth. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 

J.  E.  Conie,  esq.,  m.  ». 

Drogheda 
Infirmary  and 
Dispensaiy. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 

Extern  Patients. 


Intern  Patients. 
Clothing. 

Diet. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Managing 

Committee. 

Officers  not 

medical. 

Attendants. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 


Custody. 
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County 

Infirmaries. 

Leinster. 
County  Louth. 

Examinaliuus  lakeu  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J.  It.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.  d. 

Drogheda 
Infirmary  and 
Dispensary. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 

County  Meath. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

County  Infirmary. 
Population. 


Building. 


MetHcal  Officers. 


Eli’Ciioa. 


phrinnaty. 


Piilieiitt.’  Regis- 
tration. 
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Expenditure  for  the  Year  ending  January  5,  1834  = 


Surgeon’s  salary  - - - 

„ „ as  apothecary 

Rent  - - - - - 

Fund  for  the  hospital 
Stationery  - - - - 

Medicines  - - - - 

Collector’s  fees  _ _ _ 

Servant’s  wages  - - - 

Provisions  - - - _ 

Repairs  - - - - 

Sundries  - - - - 


£. 

S. 

d. 

- 92 

6 

- 64 

12 

20 

- 

- 15 

15 

- 

4 

n 

— 

- 46 

6 

4 k 

3 

3 

- 

- 25 

4 

- 

- 96 

“ 

3^ 

12 

1 

15 

2 

f.381 

13 

8J 

Three  years’  rent  remain  unpaid,  and  the  treasurer  is  in  advance  51 1 12s.  gd.  leaving  the 
institution  in  debt  1 1 1 Z.  1 s.  3 5.,  to  meet  which,  application  has  been  made  for  an  increase- 
of  the  usual  presentment.  All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the 
governors. 


The  accounts  are  audited  once  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in  full 
meeting.  It  appears,  from  an  account  kept  during  the  last  month,  that  the  average  daily 
expense  of  each  patient  has  been  exactly  8^  rf.  ^ 


* This  institution  was  established  in  the  year  1 754  by  the  county,  the  population  of  which, 
according  to  the  census  taken  in  1831,  was  177,023.  The  situation  of  the  house  is  dry  and 
airy,  and  the  space  immediately  around  and  belonging  to  it  is  in  extent  about  a quarter  of 
an  acre,  which  is  laid  out  as  a grass  plot.  The  building  stands  nearly  north  and  south. 
There  are  seven  wards  capable  of  containing  40  beds.  The  actual  number  of  beds  in  the 
hospital  was  26.  Besides  the  sick  -wards  there  are  two  rooms  for  the  dispensary,  and  two 
more  for  the  porter.  The  nurse  sleeps  in  one  of  the  wards,  there  being  no  room  particulaiiy 
intended  for  her.  There  is  no  other  similar  institution  within  the  county. 

The  house  is  built  of  stone,  and  is  three  stories  high,  with  20  window,?  in  front,  five  of 
which_  are  blind.  The  exact  expense  of  the  building  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  ground 
on  which  it  stands  is  elevated,  and  near  to  the  river  Boyne,  In  consequence  of  the  hospital 
being  old  and  very  inconveniently  constructed,  its  state,  in  point  of  repair,  cleanliness,  &c., 
is  by  no  means  good.  The  drainage  requires  much  improvement,  and  the  ventilation  of 
the  wards  should  be  more  free. 

The  medical  officer,  who  principally  attends  this  institution,  is  a graduate  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Glasgow,  and  licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Dublin.  He  is  40  years  of 
age  and  attached  to  the  hospital  eight  years.  The  apothecary  is  a membei-  of  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries  in  Dublin,  who  acts  also  as  secretary,  at  an  additional  salary 
of  12Z,  18s.  8cZ.  per  annum.  He  is  provided  with  apartments  in  the  hospital,  and  has  fuel 
and.  candles  allowed.  The  physician  has  an  additional  salary  of  92Z.  4s.  6^.  as  chief 
medical  superintendent  of  the  dispensary  attached  to  the  hospital,  making  a total  salary 
of  184Z.  12s.  He  is  a governor  ex  officio.  _ The  dispensary  patients  are  not  visited  at  their 
dwellings.  The  physician  attends  seven  times  a week  at  10  o’clock,  and  prescriptions  are 
dispensed  to  out-patients  every  day  by  the  apothecary.  Medical  duties  are  never  per- 
manently performed  by  proxy,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  There  is  no  visiting  apothecary. 

The  treasurer  was  elected  by  the  governors.  He  is  permanent,  but  receives  no  payment. 
Both  the  physician  and  the  apothecary  were  also  elected  by  the  governors.  When  a 
medical  officer  resigns  he  cannot  influence  the  election  of  his  successor.  The  election  of 
physician  is  not  restricted  to  graduates  of  particular  universities,  but  that  of  surgeons  is,  to 
licentiates  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Dublin,  and  that  of  apothecaries,  to  licentiates  of 
the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  the  same  city.  When  the  last  vacancy  for  surgeon  occurred, 
which  was  in  1826,  there  were  two  candidates,  and  the  like  number  for  that  which  occurred 
in  1816.  The  number  ot  individuals  able  to  pay  for  medical  advice  in  this  district  is 
sufficient  to  induce  well  educated  practitioners  to  settle  amongst  them.  The  number  of' 
medical  gentlemen  residing  in  what  may  be  called  4he  neighbourhood  of  the  infirmary 
has  not  been  ascertained. 

The  surgery,  with  the  bottles  and  drawers,  &c.,  are  not  very  nicely  kept ; and  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  regrets  much  that  he  cannot  compliment  the  apothecary  upon  the 
cleanliness  or  good  order  of  his  pharmacy.  None  of  the  persons  who  supply  any  of  the 
articles  of  medicine,  &c.,  are  members  of  the  committee.  The  amount  of  the  druggist’s 
bill,  from  January  1833  to  December  1833,  was  54  Z. 

A register  of  diseases,  with  the  termination  of  cases,  appears  to  be  regularly  kept,  and  all 
the  more  important  cases  are  instructively  recorded  in  detail.  The  number  of  sick  now  in 
the  house  is  25;  viz. — 

' Acute 


♦ Names  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  Examination  not  stated. 
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Acute  - " - - - - - i8 

Chronic  - --  --  --  5 

Capital  operation  ------  1 

Fractures,  wounds,  &,c.  -----  1 


^ 

The  chronic  cases  were  as  follows : — Abscess,  six ; dropsy,  four ; hepatitis,  two ; rheuma- 
tism, five;  inflammations,  seven.  The  operations  performed  were, — amputations,  seven; 
hydrocele,  (radical  cure,)  four;  aneurism  one;  extirpation  of  lower  jaw  from  articulation, 
one ; extirpation  of  eye,  one ; for  varix  and  ulcer,  six ; cataracts,  three ; polypus  uteri, 
one;  amputation  of  penis,  one;  removal  of  floating  cartilages  from  knee  joint,  one;  extir- 
pation of  hemorrhoids,  two;  paracentisis,  three;  removal  of  diseased  testis,  one;  fistula 
lachrymalis,  one. 


General  Return  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Meath  Infirmary,  during  the  year  ending 
1st  January  1834. 


Designation  of  Disease. 

Remaining 
at  the 
close  of 
3832. 

Admitted 

during 

1833. 

Total 

during  the 
Year. 

Discliarged. 

Died. 

Remained 
at  the 
close  of 
1833. 

Rate 

of 

Mortality. 

Chronic  cases  . - - 

: 3 

Capital  operations 

4 

- 

. 

- 

. 

2 

Fractures  - - - 

1 

- 

: 22 

■ 

1 

1 

Ulcers  and  abscesses  - 

a 

. 

. 33 

Diseased  joints  - 

2 

- 

4 

- 

. 

1 

Sibbens  - 

I 

- 

4 

Herpes  - 

- 

- 

3 

Psoriasis  - - - 

• a 

- 

. 

. 

1 

Syphilis  and  gonorrhcea 

a 

- 

11 

Burns  - 

1 

- 

7 

. - 

- 

2 

Inflammations  - 

1 

. 

16 

1 - 

1 

2 : 

Poisons  - - ■ 

1 

. 

. - 

. 

1 

Hemorrhoids  - - - 

. 

. 

3 

. 

. 

2 

Carcinoma  - 

. 

. 

3 

- 

2 

1 

Retention  of  urine 

- 

. 

3 

Phthisis  ' 

- 

. 

. 

1 1 

Hepatitis  - 

- 

- 

6 

- 

1 . 

] 

Paralysis  - 

- 

- , - 

6 

1 

Gangrene  - 

- 

- 

3 

- 

I 1 

Opthalmia  - - - 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

1 

Cataracts  - 

- 

- 

3 

- 

' 

1 

Polypus  uteri  - - - 

- 

- 

I 

Hydatids  uterus 

- 

- 

1 

Hcemoptysis  - 

- 

5 

- 

- 

a 

Fistula  lachrymalis  - 

- 

2 

Necrosis  - 

- 

. 

1 1 

. . 

- 

1 

Hydrocele 

- 

- 

A 

- ■ 

- 

1 

filieumalisin  • 

- 

- 

8 

■ Paraphymosis  - - - 

- 

- 

2 

Obstipation  _ - - 

. 

• 

1 

Dropsy  - - - 

- 

- 

n 

- 

1 

1 

- 

7 

Hernia  - 

. 

_ 

I 

Chorea  - 

- 

1 

23 

241 

229 

209 

9 

23 

About 

4 l/^L  VVUI. 

Those  who  are  able  to  purchase  medicines  are  not  supplied  from  the  charity,  though  they 
may  be  subscribers.  In  the  course  of  the  year  there  was  a very  considerable  number  of 
applicants,  fit  objects  for  the  institution,  refused  admittance  from  want  of  room.  Each 
annual  subscriber  of  three  guineas  may  recommend  in-patients,  besides  an  unlimited  number 
of  out-patients.  Subscribers  of  one  guinea  may  recommend  to  the  dispensary  only. 
Patients  may  be  recommended  for  admission  by  governors  only,  except  in  cases  of  accident. 

Out-patients  are  received  at  the  hospital  dispensary,  but  none  are  visited  at  their  own 
dwellings.  At  the  time  of  the  inspection  there  were  100  who  occasionally  received  medical 
assistance,  at  the  hospital  dispensary.  The  same  out-patient  is  never  mentioned  twice  in 
the  book,  unless  he  appears  with  a new  disease.  The  medical  ofticers  are  paid  for  their 
attendance  when  called  in  to  the  family  of  a subscriber;  but  they  receive  no  gratuity  from 
charity  patients,  directly  or  indirectly.  Vaccination  is  always  performed  gratuitously,  and 
is  found  to  be  a good  security  against  smallpox,  wliieh  disease  has  been  frequent  during  the 
last  two  years,  owing  chiefly  to  the  practice  of  illicit  inoculation  by  unlicensed  practitioners. 
The  public  have  strong  confidence  in  vaccination. 
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Articles  of  diet  are  never  furnisted  to  the  out-patients  from  the  funds  of  the  charity 
The  matron  buys  the  provisions. 

Price  in  the  market. 

Ox-beef  at  4cf.  per  Ib.  _ _ 4 pence. 

Mutton  6d.  „ - - - - - 6 „ 

New  milk  7 per  gallon  - - - - 3 „ per  quart. 

Tenders  are  received  for  milk  only.  The  present  contractors  were  appointed  by  the 
governors,  and  are  paid  by  the  treasurer.  The  daily  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  each 
patient  has  averaged  during  the  last  week  6 Jrf.  There  are  no  charitable  funds  collected  in 
the  parish  for  the  issuing  o7  clothing,  fuel,  or  nourishrhent  to  the  helpless  poor,  upon  vrhich 
the  dispensary  surgeon  may  give  an  order  or  recommendation. 

Lunatics  are  sent  to  the  District  Asylum  in  Dublin.  ■ 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  under  the  direction  of  the  governors. 
There  is  no  managing  committee. 

There  are  general  meetings  of  the  governors  four  times  every  year,  which  are  usually 
attended  by  one-third  of  that  body;  and  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  are  regularly 
registered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose.  The  directors  and  visitors,  ex  officio,  are,  the 
•Lord  Primate,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Meath,  and  the  rector  of  the  pariah. 
The  qualifications  necessary  to  give  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  medical  officers 
are  defined  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Religious  belief  does  not  form  a ground  of  objection 
to  a candidate  of  any  class. 

The  porter  of  the  hospital  is  paid  16 1.  2 s.  per  annum,  besides  board  and  lodging.  The 
matron  or  housekeeper  40/.,  with  lodging  and  fuel,  They  are  appointed  by  the  governors, 
and  are  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  governors  and  surgeon.  The  other  attendants 
are,  one  nurse,  at  10/.;  one  laundress,  at  6 ; one  maid,  61.;  and  one  carrier,  4L4S.  per 
annum,  paid  by  the  deputy  treasurer,  and  may  be  discharged  by  him.  Their  general  con- 
duct dming  the  last  year  has  been  very  good.  One,  the  nurse,  has  served  six  years  in  the 
hospital,  with  a good  character. 

Reports  of  the  progress  of  the  charity  are  drawn  up,  and  printed  every  year. 

The  amount  of  income  for  the  year  ending  24th  June  1834,  was  as  follows; — 

£.  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  - - - - - - “ifitS- 

One  life  governor  - - - - - 21  — — 

County  presentment  ------  553  16  11 1 

Parliamentary  grant  - - - - - -891  ,10 

Annual  bequest  - - - - - - 947 

The  number  of  annual  subscribers  for  the  year  was  five  at  three  guineas  each,  and  one  life 
governor  at  twenty  guineas.  The  lowest  rate  of  annual  subscription  accepted  il  is. 
There  are  no  medical  charities  in  this  barony  which  do  not  receive  annual  grants  from  the 
county  rates. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  amount  of  salaries  for  the  year  ending  24th  June  1 834,  was  as  follows 

£.  s-  d. 

Physcians’  salary  - - - - - -92  76 

Apothecary’s  - - - - - — 

All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Egan,  for  the  honourable  Archdeacon  Packen- 
ham. 

The  accounts  are  audited  four  times  a year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  governors  in 
full  meeting,  called  for  that  purpose. 

There  is  no  medical  instruction  given  at  present.  Courses  of  clinical  lectures  were  given 
by  the  physician  for  three  years,  but  are  now  discontinued.  They  were  attended  by  ten  pupils, 
each  of  whom  paid  61.  6 s.  per  annum.  The  money  thus  received  ,was  the  private  emolu- 
ment of  the  physician.  There  is  one  pupil  now  admitted  to  attend  the  practice,  from  whom 
no  payment  is  received.  Practitioners  established  in  the  neighbourhood  are  permitted  to 
witness  capital  operations,  and  to  see  remarkable  cases,  when  they  occur.  Post-mortem 
examinations  are  sometimes  made. 

There  does  not  at  present  prevail  any  particular  disease  in  this  district. 

The  circumstances  which  appear  to  exercise  the  greatest  influence  on  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  inhabitants,  are,  poverty  and  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  The  ordinary  food  of 
the  poorer  classes  of  this  district  is  potatoes.  Their  clothing  is  but  poor,  and  the  state  of 
their  dwellings,  in  point  of  cleanliness,  comfort  and  ventilation,  is  not  good.  Their  bedding 
in  general  is  nothing  but  loose  straw.  The  wages  of  a field  labourer  per  diem,  without  food, 
is  8(i.  through  the  year. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  excessive. 

The  soil  is  very  good,  and  the  country  is  healthy. 

This  hospital  is  old  and  inconveniently  divided.  The  ceilings  are  low,  the  wards  small 
and  not  well  ventilated.  Most  of  the  bedsteads,  as  well  as  the  bed  coverings,  are  old,  dirty 
looking,  and  worn  out.  The  drainage  requires  great  amendment.  The  floors  are  deeply 
sanded  ; and,  in  short,  the  whole  interior  does  not  look  neat,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  age  of 
the  building. 

There 
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There  is  a private  ladies’  subscription  society  in  thistown,  on  a small  scale,  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  ; perhaps  40/.  per  annum  : much  good  is  said  to  be  done  by  this  society. 

The  physician  seems  to  devote  great  labour  and  attention  to  his  duties,  and  stands 
deservedly  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole  of  the  resident  gentry  of  the  county.  His 
dispensary  patients  are  very  numerous  •,  there  were  crowds  of  them  at  the  door. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 
The  Medical  Attendant. 


There  is  but  one  medical  officer  attached  to  the  Queen’s  County  Infirmary,  who  is 
at  the  same  time  physician  and  apothecary  to  the  institution,  which  is  remarkable  for  tlie 
very  superior  tone  of  professional  care  devoted  to  the  sick.  Two  of  the  surgeon’s  appren- 
tices perform  the  duties  of  apothecary  together,  and  each  of  the  apprentices  in  turn,  when 
of  a certain  standing,  acts  as  physician’s  clerk,  and  writes  at  full  length  the  prescriptions  of 
the  day,  dictated,  and  afterwards  revised,  by  the  physician.  Each  of  the  ajiprentices  is  also 
charged  with  a certain  number  of  patients,  and  every  patient  is  in  charge  of  some  pupil  who 
attends  to  and  records  his  case.  There  is  one  pupil  always  on  guard,  who  does  not  leave 
tlie  hospital.  p . , , 

In  addition  to  the  patients  who  are  taken  into  the  house,  extern  relief  is  also  granted  to  a 
very  considerable  extent:  7,690  out-patients  were  prescribed  for  and  provided  with  medicine 
during  the  course  of  the  year  1833,  and  the  medical  attendant  has  been  accustomed  to 
receive  into  the  hospital  whatever  individuals  from  that  number  he  deems  most  deserving  of 
such  assistance.  He  is  at  liberty  to  act  thus  without  any  ticket  of  recommendation  being 
granted.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  applications  for  admission  into  the  hospital  are 
stated  to  have  been  refused  owing  to  the  want  of  funds.  A record  is  always  kept  of  such 
refusals.  Sick  persons  are  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  Infirmary, 
and  to  become  inmates  of  it,  on  the  principle  of  a maison  de  sante,  by  paying  from  2 s.  Qd. 
to  10s.  a week,  according  to  their  circumstances.  At  the  date  of  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners’ visit  there  were  two  persons  of  this  class  in  the  house,  namely,  one  with  a frac- 
tured thigh,  and  one  labouring  under  amaurosis.  The  difference  of  price  is  said  to  make 
no  difference  as  to  food  or  lodging.  The  total  number  of  beds  occupied  by  the  sick  is  38, 
but  42  beds  are  at  present  standing,  and  ready  for  the  occupation  of  patients. 

There  is  no  dietary  nor  diet-roll  hung  up  in  any  of  the  wards,  nor  is  there  any  source 
from  which  the  patient  can  learn  the  quantity  or  the  quality  of  the  food  to  which  he  is  enti- 
tled. There  has  been  but  little  attention  paid  to  the  regulation  of  the  patients’  diet,  the 
dlowance  of  which  is  rather  arbitrary  than  fixed,  and  left  too  much  in  the  hands  of  the  pur- 
veyor and  matron.  The  former  of  these  officers  has  been  seriously  indisposed  for  some 
time.  It  is,  however,  but  just  to  add,  that  the  surgeon  has  no  interest  whatever,  direct  or 
indirect,  in  any  thing  consumed  in  the  hospital. 

The  patients  are  clothed  in  hospital  dresses,  consisting  of  a grey  cloth  jacket,  with  thick, 
wami,  cotton-cloth  trowsers,  and  list  slippers.  This  gives  them  a clean  and  agreeable 
appearance.  The  articles  of  clothing  are  manufactured  at  the  gaol,  and  procured  at  a very 
economical  price  indeed.  There  would  appear,  however,  to  be  rather  a scarcity  of  bed- 
clothes, the  number  of  blankets  in  the  house  being,  for  patients  42  pairs,  for  the  servants 
five  pairs,  and  for  the  pupil  on  guard  two  pairs. 

The  total  receipts  on  account  of  the  Infirmary,  during  the  last  three  years,  were  as 
follow : — 


£.  s.  d. 

Year  ending  June,  24,  1831  _ _ ~ - 1,420  13  0* 

1832  _ _ - - - 1,301  14  10 

1833  - - - - 1,397  8 0 


The  principal  sources  * of  income  do  not  vary  much  from  year  to  year, 
debtor  side  of  the  governor’s  account  with  the  institution  stood  thus  : — 


To  balance  in  favour  of  the  public,  24th  June,  1832 
Received  county  grants  at  Lent  and  Summer  assizes 
Annual  subscriptions  durine  the  period  - - 

DonationsfromSirCharlesH.Coote,  Bart.,  for  Election,  1832 
Gosling  money  at  Spring  assizes  - - - - - 

With  and  from  patients 

Individuals  65. ; Poor  boxes  7 s.  6 <f.  - - - - 


£.  s.  d. 


178  18  9 

40  0 0 

6 6 0 
12  12  6 
0 13  6 


In  1833  the 


£.  s.  d. 
364  19  2 

553  16  11 


Subscriptions  and  Donations. 


238  10  9 


Medicine  sold  to  Cholera  Hospital,  &c.  &c. 
Trusses  iZ.  7 s. ; packages  returned  19  s.  4 d. 

For  glass  measures  I3s.6d.;  vaccine  forfeit  4s. 


9 

4 


16  17  6 

( continued.) 


A sum  of  about  ,350  Z.  appears  as 
public. 

0.5. 


being  brought  fotrvard  on  each  year’s  account  in  favour  of  the 
Z z 2 
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J.  R.  Corrie,  esq  , m,b. 
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Lead  13  s.  caps  8rf.;  delft.  3|ff.  _ _ _ 

Charles  Maddox,  arrears  of  rent  due  „ ~ . 

Fines  levied  by  Dr.  Jacob  on  his  servants  - - - 

On  servants  of  the  institution  - - - 

Treasurer  of  the  county  for  presentments  granted 
Fines  levied  by  magistrates  at  petty  sessions,  from  June 
25tb,  1832,  to  June  24th,  1833,  both  days  inchtded  - 

Total  charge  - - - - - 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

- 

0 

14 

1 

- 

- 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

6 

— 

— 

1 

7 

e 

- 

21 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

102 

8 

0 

£1,301  14  10 


In  the  year  ending  June  24,  1831,  were  expended 
Ditto  1832,  ditto 

Ditto  1833,  ditto 


d. 


£. 

1,068 
1,032  8 10 

1,096  15  10| 


The  expenditure  is  given  at  full  length  in  the  statement  of  accounts  annually  printed. 
The  following  is  an  abstract  for  the  year  1833-4. 


* Provisions  ------ 

Medicines  ------ 

Wine  and  whiskey  - - - - 

Surgical  instruments  - - - - 

Sundries  for  medical  purposes 
Salaries  and  wages  - _ - _ 

Furniture  and  repairs  - - - _ 

Fuel,  soap  and  candles 
Sundries,  as  calico,  flannel,  &c.  - 
Rent  ------ 

Stationery  and  stamps  _ - _ 

Contingencies  - - - - 

Total  discharge 

Balance  in  favour  of  public,  June  24, 1 833 


£.  s. 

373  17 


21  12 
17  11 
283  11 
32  18 
98  15 
24  9 

31  12 
7 6 


- 1,096  15  10| 

- 204  18  111 

£.  1,301  14  10 


This  hospital  is  very  remarkable  for  the  high  grade  and  striking  importance  of  the 
medical  instruction  which  it  is  made  to  afford  under  the  direction  of  the  attending  surgeon. 
It  is  the  only  county  infirmary  in  which  the  Assistant  Commissioners  have  met  with  any 
organized  system  of  education ; and  certainly  the  arrangements  which  have  been  here  made 
reflect  the  highest  credit  on  their  author,  and  must  tend  to  produce  sound  practical  surgeons 
and  physicians.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  more  extensive  advantage  is  not  taken  of 
the  educational  facilities  provided  by  the  provincial  hospitals  throughout  Ireland,  by  admit- 
ting a greater  number,  both  of  pupils  and  professors.  For  however  zealous  and  scientific 
one  man  may  he,  it  is  the  division  of  labour  which  multiplies  produce,  as  well  in  the  moral 
as  in  the  physical  world.  In  the  Queen’s  County  Infimary  there  are  nine  pupils,  all  indented 
apprentices  of  the  surgeon,  and  who  have  the  appearance  of  being  well  educated,  gentleman- 
like young  men.  Mention  has  been  already  made  of  the  manner  in  which  they  participate 
in  the  medical  superintendence  of  the  patients.  Their  irumber  is  not  limited,  and  they  have 
access  to  the  practice  of  the  gaol  and  of  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  of  both  of  which  the 
medical  attendant  of  the  present  institution  is  also  physician.  Two  subjects  have  been 
dissected  in  the  anatomical  theatre  or  dead-house  of  the  Infirmary,  under  the  provisions  of 
tire  late  Anatomy  Bill. 


•prHEEE  is  no  other  medical  charity  within  a considerable  distance  of  the  town,  in  which 
the  Wicklow  County  Hospital  is  situated.  The  nearest  are  at  Newtownmountkennedy  and 
at  Rathdrum,  both  of  which  places  are  about  nine  miles  off.  «> 

The  medical  superintendent  of  the  County  Infirmary  is  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  fie  is  at 
present  in  his  36th  year,  and  was  appointed  to  the  situation  in  April  1832.  fie  is  engaged 
in  private  practice,  and  is  required  to  visit  the  intern  patients  of  the  hospital  daily,  and  to 

prescribe 


* Bread,  potatoes  and  milk  are  contracted  for;  the  contract  prices  for  the  six  months  ending  Octo- 
ber 20,  1834,  were  as  follows  : — 

Bread  - - - - - 1 ^ cf.  per  pound. 

Potatoes  (half  cups,  half  lumpers)  - 2^d.  per  stone. 

Milk  - . - - . 1 Ad.  per  Irish  quart, 

t Names  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  examination  not  stated. 
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nrescribe  for  applicants  for  external  relief  on  three  days  in  every  week.  These  portions  of  Cooxty 
Es  duty  are  occasionally  performed  by  a substitute,  (who  is  a licentiate  of  the  Dublin  Jkfirm.viues. 
Coiieo-e  of  Surgeons,)  whenever  professional  engagements  render  lus  temporary  absence  Leinster. 

”"llE*A^sistant  Commissioners  found  the  medicine  that  had  been  provided  for  the  purposes  County  At  icklow. 
of  the  charity  to  be  of  the  best  quality.  It  had  been  purchased  from  the  Messrs.  Boileau  & Examinations  taJtenby 
George,  druggists,  in  Dublin,  and  the  average  annual  cost  for  the  previous  three  years  was  Cnsack  Roncj.esq. 
stated  to  have  been  under  40  Z.  . , />  . "7T 

' A very  accurate  register  has  been  kept  of  the  number  of  patients  to  whom  assistance  has  County  infirmary, 
been  o-ranted,  together  with  memoranda  of  the  result  of  the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  in  “ 

each  case.  From  an  examination  of  the  register  it  would  appear  that  the  most  usual  dis-  Pharmacy, 
eases  have  been  bowel  complaints,  inflammations,  abscesses,  ulcers  and  hernia.  Of  the  Patients'  Regis- 
latter  some  have  been  opei-ated  upon  with  success.  There  have  also  been  some  cases  of  tration. 
amputation.  The  gross  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year,  amounts,  upon  an 

^'"ISSly  speaking,  no  persons  are  entitled  to  relief  except  they  have  provided  themselves  Who  entitled  to 
with  a ticket  of  recommendation  from  a governor,  but  this  condition  is  not  very  rigidly  en-  Relief, 
forced,  and  all  persons  who  apply  are  attended  to.  This  refers  more  particularly  to  extern 
patients,  but  it  is  stated  that  cases  of  accident  are  always  taken  into  the  hospital  without 
delay.  Attendance  is  not  given  by  the  medical  attendant  to  the  poor  at  their  dwellings, 
except  as  a voluntary  act  of  humanity  on  his  part,  neither  is  he  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
visit  lying-in  women,  a want  the  more  sensibly  felt  as  the  nearest  visiting  dispensa^  is  at 
least  eight  miles  distant.  As  to  the  degree  of  attention  paid  to  the  intern  patients,  it  is  re- 
marked by  the  surgeon  that  “ certain  forms  of  acute  disease  require  to  be  seen  by  the 
medical  attendant  at  least  once  and  often  two  or  three  times  in  the  day.  It  is  only  in  dis- 
orders of  a chronic  character,  that  occasional  attendance  can  he  really  of  any  use.  No 
arrangements  exist  in  the  hospital  for  the  reception  of  limatics.  The  surgeon  is  accustomed 
to  refer  all  such  patients  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Dublin,  and  he  states  that  he 
usually  experiences  considerable  difficulty  in  procuring  their  admission  into  that  institution. 

Long  delays  occur  on  every  application,  and  some  lunatics  have  remairied  in  the  county  gaol 
for  several  years,  although  the  lunatic  asylum  referred  to  has  been  since  some  years  con- 
stracted  into  a district  establishment. 

The  general  management  of  the  Infirmary  is  vested  m the  governors  at  large.  _ Of  these  General  Manage- 
somehave  acquired  their  privileges,  by  having  given  a “ life  donation”  of  20  guineas,  and  ment. 
others  by  being  annual  subscribers  of  three  guineas.  Those  who  contribute  two  guineas 
annually  (amono-st  whom  is  the  apothecary  of  the  establishment)  are  not  entitled  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  direction  of  the  charity,  and  are  only  allowed  to  recommend  persons  for  relief. 

The  governors  assemble  to  the  number  of  five  or  six  on  the  second  Friday  in  every  month, 
and  transact  all  the  business  of  the  chaiity ; three  form  a quorum,  and  it  is  considered  that 
these  meetings  render  unnecessaiy  the  appointment  of  a managing  committee.  Ihere  are 
not  any  visiting  governors  expressly  chosen,  but  some  of  the  number  who  reside  in  the  town 
or  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood  are  in  the  habit  of  inspecting  from  time  to  time,  the 
condition  of  the  hospital  and  of  its  inmates.  • i i 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer,  who  acts  without  any  remuneration,  and  has 
not  given  any  security.  He  was  appointed  by  the  subscribers  according  to  the  provisions 
of  tlie  Act  of  Parliament,  but  his  election  has  not  been  renewed.  -r  j i 

The  sources  of  income  on  which  the  charity  principally  depends,  are,  the  county  present-  funds  and 
nient,  the  annual  contributions  of  the  subscribers,  and  donations.  It  receives  usually  a small  cc 
sum  from  fines  imposed  by  the  magistrates,  and  it  has  also  hitherto  enjoyed  the  interest  ot 
some  money  which  was  vested  in  government  security,  but  which  is  at  present  diverted  to 
the  construction  of  a new  hospital. 

The  gross  income  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows  • 

rifi  1*B  o'  Mtmitcr. 

1831.  Clare. 

1832.  661  16  1 

1833.  - 700  13  Sj  Exanilnalions  taken  by 

SirD.  Barry,  M.n. 

j.  15.  Corrie,  esq.,M.D. 

County  Infirmary. 

* The  Clare  County  Infirmary  is  situated  in  the  town  of  Ennis,and  is  intended  to  afford  

medical  aid  to  the  population  of  the  entire  county.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  had  Population  and 
abundant  reason  to  pronounce  it  one  of  the  best  administered  and  best  regulated  hospitals.  Extent  of  Country, 
with  which  they  had  become  acquainted  in  Ireland,  both  in  point  of  financial  economy,  and 
in  matters  purel-y  medical.  . , . •,>  -i « 

The  wards,  more  especially  the  male  wards,  were  in  the  very  highest  state  of  order,  clean-  Building,  &c. 
liness  and  general  wholesomeness  of  arrangement.  The  patients  enjoyed  an  advantage, 

■which  is  far  from  being  general  elsewhere ; namely,  a spacious  well  ventilated  day-room 
allotted  to  each  story,  in  which  the  convalescents  are  permitted  to  sit  or  -walk  about  alter 
tlie  morning  visit.  These  day-rooms  also  serve  as  operating  tlieatres  whenever  capital 
operations  are  to  be  performed. 


0.5. 


' Names  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  Examination  not  stated. 
z z d 
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This  hospital  has  been  regenerated  by  the  late  change  in  its  medical  officers  from  a state  r,f 
5.  sad  confusion,  inefficiency  and  neglect.  The  large  accession  of  funds,  which  the  election 
brought,  has  been  most  wisely  and  creditably  expended  upon  the  premises.  Monopoly  anJ 
abuse  have  been  bamshed,  and  the  institution  is  no  longer  a close  borouo-h,  maintained  af 
the  public  expense  for  the  benefit  of  one  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor.  The  medical  staff  tl 
present  consists  of  two  joint  surgeons. 

In  addition  to.  their  salaries  as  surgeons  of  the  Infirmary  each  of  them  receives  an  allow 
- £>•  auce  of  60 1.  per  annum,  in  consideration  of  their  attendance  at  the  dispensary, 
rv  is  inolnded  in  the  general  charge  for  those  articles ; the  averaae  of 

which  for  the  two  years  of  1832  and  1 833  was  126  h The  materials  for  making  ointments 
and  tmctures  (which  arc  prepared  by  the  apothecary,  with  the  exception  of  mercurial  oim 
■ ment)  are  presumed  to  be  included.  ^ 

The  name  of  a patient  is  never  entered  on  the  regiter  more  than  once  in  the  course  of  the 
ye^,  and  yet  4,452  names  appear  on  that  book  for  the  year  1833.  The  entire  number  of 
beds  m the  hospital  is  60,  of  which  four  are  for  the  nurses ; but  the  average  number  of 
patients  seldom  falls  below  58.  This  number  was  found  in  the  wards  on  the  day  on  which 
this  evidence  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners.  They  were  all  individuallv 
examined,  and  not  one  was  found  to  be  an  object  which  could  be  deemed  improper  for  the 
institution,  or  who  had  been  unnecessarily  detained  in  the  house.  They  were  ail  interesting 
and  curable  cases,  and  bore  the  appearance  of  improvement  under  the'iudicious  care  of  th^ 
medical  attendants. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  and  prescribed  for  at  the  pharmacy,  on  stated  days,  which  are 
painted  in  large  letters  over  the  entrance-door  of  the  hospital.  ' 

The  care  of  the  intern  patients  is  divided  between  the  two  surgeons,  who  share  likewise  the 
emoluments  between  them.  This  arrangement  has  the  effect  not  only  of  protectino-  the  charity 
h-om  falling  again  into'  abuse,  but  also  of  giving  an  additional  practical  surgeon  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  an  additional  advocate  to  the  just  claims  of  the  poor.  Whenever  a necessity 
IS  supposed  to  exist  for  an  operation  of  nny  importance,  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  town 
and  surrounding  country  are  invited  to  attend  at  the  hospital.  The  more  experienced  of 
these  gentlemen  are  always  consulted,  when  the  case  admits  of  deliberation,  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proceeding.  ^ 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  dietary. — 

Low  Diet. 

Breakfast. — Four  ounces  of  meal ; one  quart  of  milk. 

Dinner. —Voox  ounces  of  meal;  one  quart  of  milk. 

Full  Diet. 

Breakfast. — Six  ounces  of  meal,  for  stirabout ; one  pint  of  milk. 

^Dinner.  One  pound  of  bread,  or  two,  pounds  and  three-quarters  of  potatoes;  one  quart 

All  other  allowances,  as  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  bread,  &c.,  for  breakfast,  or  meat  for  dinner  are 
to  be  put  down  as  extras ; also,  meal  for  poultices.  ’ 

Bread  to  be  substituted  for  stirabout  or  potatoes,  when  such  are  found  to  disagree  with 
the  patient.  , ® 

Much  praise  is  due  to  the  public  spirited  and  charitable  authorities  of  Ennis  for  the 
admirable  state  of  efficiency  to  which  they  have  brought  all  their  institutions  with  which  the 
lower  orders  are  more  particularly  connected. 

No  person  can  be  admitted  a patient,  except  in  cases  of  urgency  or  accident,  without  a 
ticket  from  a governor  specifying  his  name. 

admitted,  or  when  discovered  to  be  incurable,  shall  be  immediately 

sufficient  room  for  all  the  persons  applymg  for  admission  the  preference 

1st.  ^To  the  most  sickly  and  distressed  objects. 

2d.  To  those  who  have  longest  applied  for  admission. 

3d.  To  those  who  have  come  the  greatest  distance. 

4th.  To  those  sent  by  governors  who  have  before  sent  the  fewest  number  of  patients. 

, JNo  person  shall  be  admitted  a patient  who  is  able  to  pay  for  subsistence  and  medical 
attendance. 


The  house  to  be  thoroughly  cleaned  every  day;  the  windows  to  be  opened  every  fine  day. 
All  fires  and  candles  to  be  extinguished  by  nine  o’clock  at  night  in  the  wards. 

^0  person,  a stranger  excepted,  shall  be  admitted,  unless  coming  on  matters  of  business, 
without  an  order  from  the  surgeon  or  a governor,  and  when  admitted  not  suffered  to  remain 
more  than  ten  minutes. 

responsible  for  their  conduct  and  for  the  goods  and  furniture  belonging 
to  the  house.  Iheir  taking  any  fees  or  presents  from  any  patient  or  visitor  will  subject  them 
to  immediate  dismissal.  •’ 

Any  patient  going,  out  of  the  infirmary,  without  leave  from  the  surgeon  or  a governor, 
shall  be  discharged.  ^ ^ 

Any  patient  smoking,  dirtying  the  floor  or  walls,  shall  be  discharged. 

Any  patient  guilty  of  swearing,  blasphemy,  drinking,  gaming  or  filthy  conversation,  dis- 
obedience or  mipudence  to  the  officers  of  the  house  shall  Be  immediately  discharged. 
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Mmisier. 
County  Clare. 


All  patients  are  to  assist  in  cleaning  the  yards  or  bringing  turf  and  water  for  the  house,  if 
the  surgeon  thinks  them  capable  of  doing  so. 

Every  patient  to  be  up  and  dressed  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  in  summer,  aild  nine 
iu  winter,  except  from  illness  they  are  unable  to  do  so. 

No  patients  allowed  to  go  into  or  lie  on  their  beds  in  the  day  time  without  leave  fi-om 
the  surgeon  or  nurse.  Examinnlions  takea  by 

There  is  as -yet  some  room  for  improvement  in  the  construction  of  the  diet  table,  and  more 
economy  could,  no  doubt,  be  introduced  in  the  maintenance  of  each  patient,  as  may  be 
judged  from  the  underneath  averages. 


£.  s. 


One  patient  costs  for  diet  per  day 
„ „ „ week 


County  Infirmary. 
Reports. 


„ „ „ year  - - - 7 8 3 

In  this  calculation  is  included  the  consumption  of  meat,  wine  and  groceries,  which  items 
are  kept  under  the  head  of  exti-as. 

Cost  of  diet  for  one  patient,  not  including  extras — 

£.  s.  d. 

Per  day - - - --  4J 

„ week  - - - - - - - --271 

„ year  - - - - - - - - 6 10  10  J 

Cost  of  supporting  one  patient,  including  all  expenses,  except  “ extras” — 

' £.  s.  d. 

Per  day  -■  - - - - - - - --10| 

„ week  - - - - - - - -65 

„ year  - - - - - - - -17-Oj 

Cost  of  supporting  one  patient,  including  extras, — 

Per  day  - - - - - - - - --llj 

„ week  - - - - - - - - -66 

„ year  - --10  14  7 

It  is  deserving  of  remark,  that  eight  quarts  or  a pottle  of  milk  for  the  Infirmary  cost  Stores. 

1 s.  1 d.,  whilst  the  same  quantity  for  the  House  of  Industry,  under  the  same  roof,  costs 
only  \ld- 

The  ordinary  income  of  the  institution  is  shown  by  an  abstract  from  the  treasurer’s  funds  and 
accounts  for  the  year  ending  January  5th  1833. 


Balance  in  fayour  of  public,  5 January  1832 
Balance  of  a previous  presentment 
Presentment  of  the  Spring  assizes  1832  - 
Parliamentary  grant  for  the  year  1832  - 
Subscriptions  for  the  year  1832 
Fines  levied  at  petty  sessions 


Provisions,' — meal,  milk,  bread,  salt 
Spirits,  wine  and  malt  liquors 
Medicines  - - - - - 

Firing,  soap  and  candles 
Bedding  and  new  furniture  - 
Building  and  repairs  - - - 

Rent  ------ 

Salaries  and  w’ages  _ - - 

Contingencies  - - - - 


■f  The  expenditure  in  the  following  year  was 
previous  year  was 


£. 

s.  d. 

57 

16  11 

- 153 

16  11 

- 553 

16  11 

92 

6 If 

'-  103 

19  - 

54 

6 3 

£.1,016 

2 If 

£. 

s.  d. 

vas  3,367 

8 11* 

904 

10  -I 

ith  1834,  were— 

£. 

s.  d. 

- 274 

10  Hi 

- 129 

2 lOj 

23 

15 

12 

16  4| 

28 

11  n 

8 

8 - 

- 206 

8 -1 

5 

- io| 

£.688 

18  4| 

£. 

s.  d. 

- 2,569 

4 5 

699 

10  4| 

Accounts. 

Receipts 


Expenditure. 


* The  large  surplus  of  Ibis  year’s  income  over  that  of  other  years,  arose  from  the  contributions  of  1 2D 
life  governors  and  six  annual  governors,  which  were  received  previous  to  an  election  of  medical  officers. 

t Of  this  1,644/.  185.  3rf.  were  expended  on  new  buildings  and  repairs  of  old.  1 he  unusual  cost 
was  defrayed  by  the  unusual  income  of  the  preceding  year,  to  which  mention  has  been  already  made. 
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Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Examinations  taken 
Cusack  Roney,  cs(i. 

P.  Borrett,  esij.jM.B. 


SfJO  APPENPIX  to  FIRST  REPORT /rom  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 
Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  protestant  curate. — J.  Barry,  esq.  secretary. — Henry  Braddle,  esq.  j p 

Mr.  Robert  Clay,  j.  p. — Rev.  Mr.  Collins,  roman  catholic  priest. — R.  Delacour,  esq.,  j.p  _ 
WiLLiAN  Franks,  esq.,  j.p.— Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton,  protestant  rector.— C.  D.  O.  Jephson,  esq 
M.  p.— Colonel  Longfield,  j.  p.— W.  Madden,  esq.— Adam  Newman,  esq.,  j.p,— Rev.  Mr’ 
Stowel. — The  two  Medical  Attendants  attached  to  the  Institution. 

County  InHrmary.  The  County  of  Cork  Infirmary  is  situate  in  the  town  of  Mallow,  and  is  the  only  institu- 
treatment  of  surgical  cases  in  the  county,  which  is  the  largest  in  Ireland  anrl 
Population  and  includes  a population  of  800,000.  Some  parts  of  the  county  for  which  it  is  intended  are 
Extent  of  District.  GO  miles  off,  where  of  course  its  benefits  are  never  felt,  nor  do  they  extend  half  so  far  It 
seldom  occurs  that  patients  are  to  be  met  with  in  it  who  have  come  from  a greater  distance 
than  1.5  or  20  miles,  a circumstance  clearly  pointhig  out  how  totally  inadequate  must  be  the 
means  of  affording  relief  possessed  by  any  one  infirmary,  when  the  extent  of  the  countv 
taken  into  account.  The  gentlemen  present  were  of  opinion  that  at  least  three  such  iiisti 
tutions  were  required ; they  represented  as  the  fittest  localities  for  these  establishments  the 
city  of  CoiJ;  for  the  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  and  Skibbereen,  or  somewhere  in  its 
direction,  for  the  south-western;  and  they  agreed  in  stating  the  institution  under  con 
sideration  to  be  most  eligibly  placed  .for  the  northern  and  north-west  division.  It  was  Quite 
iiecessaiy,  however,  that  it  should  be  enlarged,  upwards  of  100  cases  havino- been  refused 
admittance  m one  year  for  want  of  room,  as  appears  from  a list  kept  by  the  m'edical  officer  • 
and  It  frequently  occurs  that  patients  who  are  convalescent  and  quite  unfit  to  leave  the 
hospital,  are  yet  of  necessity  discharged  to  make  room  for  bad  accidents  or  other  uiwe,if 
cases.  , . 


Building,  Furniture- 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Piiannacy. 


The  house,  which  is  three  stories  high  and  built  of  stone  in  a substantial  manner  nos 
sesses  a commodious  room  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines,  besides  a large  waitin<r-roW 
liiere  are  five  wards,  each  23  feet  by  10,  and  ten  feet  in  height,  containing  25  beds,°wliich' 
with  the  other  furniture  of  the  house,  arein  veiy  good  order;  five  additional  beds  could  with 
ease  be  introduced,  if  the  state  of  the  funds  would  permit.  One  room  is  given  to  the 
matron,  which  is  also  used  as  a board-room.  The  matron  has  also  a bed-room,  a kitchen 
and  a coal-store ; there  is  further  a store-room  and  a room  used  for  dissections.  The  house  is 
rather  nearer  to  the  town  than  could  be  desired,  and  the  numerous  surrounding  buildings 
permit  but  an  imperfect  circulation  of  air.  There  are  baths  attached  to  the  institution 
Ihe  building,  with  a small  yard  m front  and  a garden  in  the  rear,  is  held  rent  free  under 
a lease  of  three  lives  renewable  for  ever,  with  a pepper-corn  fine. 

There  are  two  surgeons  attached,  one  as  senior  and  consulting  physician,  and  the  other 
as  surgeon  in  ordinary.  The  latter  was  appointed  to  act  as  surgeon  to  the  infirmary 
at  a meeting  convened  by  the  secretary  m August  1833.  He  is  at  present  28  years  of  ao-e 
and  previous  to  his  _ appointment  he  had  acted  for  three  years  as  assistant  to  his  father 
witJi  whom  he  continues  to  reside  in  the  town,  not  far  distant  from  the  institution.  He 
attends  on  every  day  m the  week,  except  Sunday,  at  one  o’clock,  and  in  his  absence  the 
duty  would  be  perfonned  by  the  senior  physician.  He  has  a considerable  share  of  private 
practice,  and  he  received  his  education  m midwifery  at  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin. 
Hie  apothecary,  IS  the  only  other  medical  officer,  and  as  he  also  resides  in  the  town  there  is 
ample  security  that  there  would  always  be  some  qualified  person  on  the  spot  in  cases  of 
sudden  emergency.  All  medicines  are  administered  to  the  patients  by  the  matron  or  under 
fter  msp^tion,  and  the  governors  possess  every  necessary  control  over  all  the  above-men- 
tioned officers. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  fixes  the  salary  of  the  surgeon  at  89f.  Is.  \0d.,  and  the  apothe- 
SThe  charity^^^  annum,  and  neither  gentlemanreceives  any  other  allowance  from  the  fluids 

When  a vacancy  in  the  list  of  officers  occurs,  notice  is  generally  given  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  intent  to  hold  an  election,  at  winch  all  governors  are  entitled  to  vote.  The  a°'e  of  the 
candidates  does  not  form  a subject  of  inquiry  ; but  the  Act  of  Parliament  strictly’equires 
!i  the  situation  of  surgeon  should  be  either  a member  or  licentiate  of 

he  Oollep  of  burgeons  m Ireland,  and  that  the  candidate  apotliecaries  should  be  masters  of 
the  Apothecaiies  Hall,  Dublin.  It  was  not  considered  necessary,  after  the  last  election,  at 
which  there  were  but  two  candidates,  that  the  grand  jury  should  receive  notice  of  what  had 
been  done,  lliere^are  at  Mallow  and  the  surrounding  country  a considerable  number  of 
resident  persons  of  independent  means,  and  many  medical  men  have  in  consequence  been 
mdui^d  to  settle  m the  town  ; but  it  is  not  thought  that  any  of  them  would  gratuitously 
undertake  the  charge  of  the  infirmary,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  none  besides  the  surgeons  pos- 
sess the  legal  qualification.  The  witnesses  were  unanimous  in  the  expression  of  their  appro- 
bation  of  the  manner  in  winch  both  the  physicians  have  always  discharged  their  duties ; 
and  though  complamts  agamst-them  have  been  laid  before  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
poor  who  are  quite  ready  to  speak  of  their  grievances,  they  have  always  been  found,  on 
investigation,  to  be  groundless.  ^ 

Agoodsupply  of  all  necessary  medicines,  including  the  recent  French  preparations,  was 
ound  m the  medicine  room,  where  a spirit  of  great  neatness  prevailed.  They  are  always 
under  the  care  of,  the  apothecary,  and  are  never  used  but  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity, 
iliis  latter  remark  may  be  also  applied  to  a very  sufficient  stock  of  apparatus  for  preparing 
Illusions,  &c.,  and  to  a number  of  useful  surgical  instnnnents.  Until  lately,  the  prescriptions 
01  the  attending  physician  were  sent  to  be  made  up  by  an  apothecary  in  the  town,  a system 

found 
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found  to  be  very  expensive,  the  sum  disbursed  in  1831  for  drugs  being  165/.,  in  1832,  159Z. 
in  1832,  152/.  A change,  however,  has  taken  place  recently.  An  apothecary  has  been 
eneao-ed*  and  whatever  is  required  is  procured  from  druggists  in  Cork,  the  cost  of 
medicine  for  the  last  year  was  under  40/.  Leeches  are  always  applied  when  judged  expedient. 
The  apothecary  is  supplied  with  vaccine  matter  from  the  institution,  with  which  he 
ffiatuitously  inoculates  all  applicants,  and  though  none  of  the  medical  officers  are  pre- 
Tented  from  inoculating  with  smallpock,  their  opinion  on  the  subject  prevents  their  so 
doing. 

The  physician  keeps  a register  in  which  he  enters  the  diseases  for  which  patients  have  been 
admitted/ the  terminations  of  such  diseases,  and  the  instances  in  which  admission  to  tlie 
hospital  has  been  refused.  He  has  been  in  the  habit  of  lodging  a copy  of  this  register  -with 
the  grand  jury,  and  he  has  also  furnished  the  Assistant  Commissioners  with  a copy,  ex- 
tending to  the  last  eight  years.  At  the  time  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit  there 
were  25  beds  occupied,  and  about  25  extern  patients  were  in  regular  attendance.  In  die 
course  of  the  last  three  years,  though  there  were  many  minor  operations,  there  were  but 
four  capital,  which  were  attended  with  success.  The  infirmary  affords  no  relief  to  lying-in 
women. 

The  recommendation  of  a governor  entitles  any  person  to  admission ; yet  but  few  instances 
offer  where  this  recommendation  is  made  use  of  by  persons  capable  of  paying  for  relief, 
within  which  class  are  not  counted  the  servants  of  subscribers  or  othere,  who  are  always 
freely  admitted.  Subscribers  never  participate  in  any  manner  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity, 
but  they  are  not  limited  in  the  number  of  poor  persons  whom  they  may  recommend,  to  all 
of  which  class  the  institution  readily  affords  every  necessary  relief,  never  in  any  case 
refusing  admission  to  accidents  which  require  immediate  succour,  and  for  this  latter  pur- 
pose it  possesses  an  adequate  store  of  splints,  bandages,  kc. 

Extern  patients  are  daily  prescribed  for  at  the  surgeon’s  house  between  the  hours  of 
10  and  11,  and  the  committee  require  that  the  apothecary  shall  visit  in  the  town  whatever 
sick  persons  the  physicians  may  deem  in  want  of  such  attention ; but  this  is  seldom  done, 
as  the  surgical  cases  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  come  under  their  cai-e.  It  constantly  occurs 
that  the  surgeon’s  aid  is  called  for  during  the  night.  The  midwives  of  this  district,  by 
whom  the  women  of  the  lower  class  are  mostly  attended,  appear  to  be  possessed  of  more 
skill  than  is  generally  to  be  met  with  in  that  description  of  persons  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  It  has  been  before  stated  that  [vaccmation  is  gratuitously  performed,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  add,  that  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  that  operation  is 
deservedly  on  the  increase,  as  it  is  found,  if  not  altogether  preventive  of,  still  to  be  a most 
efficient  check,  to  the  virulence  of  small  pock,  which  is  rather  on  the  decline  in  this  district 
of  late  years. 

Wine  and  every  other  article  of  nourishment  for  the  sick  is  afforded  by  the  institution,  and 
entrusted  to  the  disposal  of  the  matron. 

The  friends  of  patients  are  allowed  to  see  them  on  every  day  except  Sundays  and  fail- 
days,  but  the  patients  themselves  are  not  permitted  to  leave  the  charity,  except  with  the 
express  leave  of  the  surgeon,  and  a set  of  rules  is  hung  up  in  each  ward  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  order.  No  work  is  required  from  any  of  the  patients,  except  that  they  shall, 
when  convalescent,  occasionally  assist  in  the  cleaning  of  the  house.  No  lunatics  are 
admitted  to  the  infirmary,  and  when  such  cases  present  themsefyes  they  are  sent  to  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  in  Cork.  Although  no  chaplain  is  attached  no  difficulties  are  ever  placed 
in  the  way  of  any  religious  minister  whom  a patient  may  wish  to  see;  the  clergyman  whom 
he  may  wish  to  see  is  sent  for,  and  no  other  is  ever  permitted  to  interfere  in  any  manner. 

There  is  a systematic  dietary. 

No  clothes  are  provided  for  the  patients,  but  those  they  may  bring  with  them  are  carefully 
attended  to  and  cleansed. 

The  general  management  is  in  the  hands  of  about  28  governors,  and  from  it  are  strictly 
excluded  all  paid  officers.  Minutes  are  kept  of  their  fixed  annual  meetings  which  are 
usually  attended  by  from  five  to  nine,  and  at  which  tlie  personal  votes  alone  of  the  governors 
are  taken  ; five  constitute  a quorum. 

There  is  also  a managing  committee  who  appoint  a sub-conunittee  of  three,  who  meet 
weekly  to  arrange  the  affairs  of  the  establishment,  subject  to  the  control  of  a board  of 
superintendence  fixed  by  the  grand  jury.  An  account  is  kept  of  their  proceedings.  The 
governors  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  from  time  to  time. 

There  are  no  non-medical  paid  officers.  The  treasurer,  and  the  secretary,  have  retained 
their  places  since  their  first  appointment,  at  a meeting  of  the  governors  by  open  voting, 
a mode  of  proceeding  to  which  all  the  witnesses  seemed  partial.  A cwy  of  the  bye-laws 
which  regulate  this  and  other  meetings  was  submitted  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  and 
no  religious  prejudice  appears  ever  to  have  interfered.  Though  the  treasurer  does  not  give 
the  required  security,  he,  as  well  as  the  other  unpaid  officers,  are  considered  accountable  to 
tlie  committee  as  well  as  to  the  grand  jury,  neither  of  which  bodies  have  ever  had  reason 
to  complain  of  their  conduct  in  any  particidar. 

The  matron  who  resides  in  the  house,  and  is  appointed  by  the  governors,  who  have  alone 
the  power  of  discharging  her,  receives  52/.  per  annum  with  coals  and  candles ; for  this  sum 
she  provides  nurses  and  other  necessary  servants. 
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COUKTT 

iNPIRUAillES. 

Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Ezainiiiatiuns  taken  by 
Cosack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.  Borrett,  esq.,  m.d. 

County  Infinnary. 


All  articles  of  food  are  procured  by  public  contracts,  which  ai'e  renewed  monthly  or 
annually  under  the  direction  of  the  sub-committee,  who  see  that  they  are  faithfully  applied 
to  the  purposes  of  the  institution  alone,  and  a considerable  saving  is  effected  by  the 
practice. 

The  general  laws  of  the  institution  appeared  to  the  witnesses  in  every  way  worthy  of 
approval,  and  on  enquiry  no  one  could  offer  any  suggestions  for  their  alteration.  ^ 

A report  is  annually  made  to  the  subscribers  and  to  the  gi-and  jury,  detailing  every 
particular  relating  to  the  admission,  cure,  discharge,  &c.,  of  the  patients.  In  general  this 
report  is  not  printed.  ® 

The  amount  of  annual  subscriptions  for  the  last  three  years  was  — 


1831 

1832 

1833 


£.  s.  d. 
137  3 - 

97  13  8 

88  19  6 


Collection  and 
Custody. 


Expenditure. 


None  of  the  witnesses  offered  any  explanation  of  the  very  considerable  falling  off  in  this 
source  of  supply  during  the  last  two  years.  Subscriptions  seldom  are  received  from  the 
poorer  classes,  and  although  they  were  entirely  to  cease  the  institution  wouid  yet  be  upheld 
by  the  county.  It  possesses  no  property  of  any  kind,  and  whatever  annual  or  other  contri- 
butions  it  receives  are  given  without  any  improper  stipulation. 

The  funds  ai-e  collected  by  a person  who  receives  4^.  4s.  for  so  doing,  and  who  immediately 
lodges  them  in  the  bank  of  Delacour  & Co.  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  whence  it  is 
drawn  when  required  by  the  secretary,  _ who,  assisted  by  the  treasurer  and  medical  at- 
tendants, examines  every  bill  before  it  is  given  for  payment  to  the  matron,  whose 
correctness  is  secured  by  oath.  The  expenditure  for  the  last  three  years  is  stated  as 
follows : — 


£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - - - - - 640  14  7 

1832  - - - - - - . - 554  19  9 

1833  - 606  - 4 


Accounts. 
Instruction  afforded. 


Boards  of  Health. 


The  accounts  are  made  up  monthly,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  are  laid  before  the 
subscribers,  and  a copy  is  sent  to  the  grand  jury. 

No  instruction  is  given  at  this  infirmary,  nor  do  any  pupils  attend  its  practice.  The  only 
dissections  which  take  place  are  those  which  are  made  at  the  desire  of  the  coroner,  and  such 
as  are  authonzed  by  the  consent  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased. 

In  the  report  furnished  of  the  Fever  Hospital,  all  the  necessary  information  will  be 
lound  with  respect  to  the  powers  and  nature  of  the  board  of  health,  and  the  hygienic  measures 
which  it  IS  thought  proper  to  adopt.  ° 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


City  of  Cork. 


North  Charitable 
Infirmary 
and  Dispensary. 


James  Ciaike,  esq — W.  Cummisgs,  esq._WiiLiAn  Paoam,  esq.— Key.  John  Foesytii, 
prolestant  curate.~Eev.  Mr.  Haeeak.  Rev.  Mr.  M'Cloitd,  roman  catholic  clergjmen  of  the  parish. 
— R.  Howe,  esq.— Jajiis  Lame,  esq.— Rev.  D.  Quaeby,  rector.— The  four  Medical  Attendants  of 
the  Institution. — The  Apothecary  and  Stewards. 


Population  and  The  North  Infinnary  of  the  city  of  Cork,  (incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  tlie  year 
Extent  of  Country.  1J44)  was  erected  m the  year  1720.  It  is  situated  in  a part  of  the  city  chiefly  inhabited  by 
the  poorer  classes,  and  m the  immediate  vicinity  of  several  distilleries,  tan-yards  and  other 
manufactories.^  The  site  is  elevated  and  salubrious,  but  the  approaches  to  it  are  bad,  and 
• surrounded  on  all  sides  by  dwellings  of  the  lowest  description,  abounding 

m filth  and  the  worst  nuisances.  As  to  the  extent  to  which  it  affords  medical  assistance  to 
the  poor,  it  is  stated  by  the  witnesses,  that  no  limitation  whatsoever  exists  with  respect  to 
the  distnet  from  which  pati^ts  are  admitted.  They  are  received  from  all  places  and  from 
the  shipping  m the  river.  Tlie  number  of  medical  charities  in  Cork  and  its  immediate 
vicimty  IS  Tery  considerable;  they  may  be  arranged  into  those  which  are  designed  for 
intern  patients,  and  into  those  which  merely  dispense  advice  and  medicine.  Of  the  first  kind 
are  the  South  Infirmary,  the  House  of  Recovery,  the  Fever  Hospital,  the  Hospital  of  the 
House  of  Industry,  the  Lying-m  Hospital,  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum;  of  the  second  kind,  the  fol- 
lowing institutions  occur  m different  dhections  within  six  miles  ofthe  city,  namely,  the  Cork 
General  Dispensary,  and  those  of  Blackroek,  Douglas  Glanmire,  Sti-and  Road,  Blarney, 
Ballmhassig,  Whitechurch  and  Dunbolloge.  These  several  establishments,  occupying  dis- 
tinct localities  (the  Cork  General  Dispensary  being  nearly  in  the  centre  of  all)  are  consi- 
dered 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 


368 


Appendix  (B.) 


aered  amply  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  labouring  and  indigent  classes,  and  one  of  tlie  County 
■witnesses  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  are  needlessly  or  injudiciously  multiplied,  at  least  Ikpiumaries. 

within  the'precincts  of  the  city.  It  is,  feowever,  stated,  that  in  general  the  amount  of  intern 
accommodation  is  by  no  means  too  great,  but  it  is  expected  that,  with  reference  to  the  insti- 

tution  at  present  under  consideration,  this  defect  will  be  remedied  by  the  new  hospital  which  ^ 

has  been  commenced.  The  old  Infirmary  is  about  to  be  taken  down  and  a large  new  build-  Examinationstaken  by 
ino-  is  in  progress  of  completion  on  an  ample  space  of  ground  in  the  vicinity.  In  this  new  Cusack  Roney,  esi- 
hospital  there  are  two  wards  4S  feet  by  23  feet,  capable  of  containing  20  beds  each  ward  j ^■P-Borrett,e8g.,M.D. 
and^ four  wards,  respectively  36  feet  by  22  feet,  intended  to  contain  eight  beds  each,  making  Charitable 

a total  of  72  beds.  The  lower  part  of  the  building  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the  dispensary  lofirmary 
department,  and  is  spacious  and  well  arranged.  In  this  building  there  are  all  the  essential  and  Dispensary, 
capabilities  for  forming  a useful  and  efficient  hospital,  but,  as  mentioned  before,  the  insulation 

is  extremely  imperfect,  and  the  space  between  the  external  walls  and  the  adjacent  hovels  is  Furniture 

only  18  feet.  The  supply  of  furniture  in  the  present  infirmary  consists  of  40  iron  bedsteads  Grounds 

of  the  cheapest  kind,  sacks  for  straw  bedding,  sheets  and  blankets  long  in  use,  and  never 

very  good,  and  some  earthenware.  The  whole  stock  of  the  institution  seems  to  be  very 

nearly  worn  out.  Neither  garden  nor  airing  grounds  are  attached  to  the  Infirmary,  as  the 

space  on  which  the  new  erection  is  going  forward  was  formerly  devoted  to  those  uses.  The 

ground  was  held  in  fee  by  the  establishment,  but  the  patients  never  derived  any  advantage 

from  it,  the  produce  being,  according  to  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  witnesses,  always 

appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  apothecary  and  his  family. 


Two  physicians  and  two  surgeons,  an  apothecary  and  an  assistant  apothecary,  compose  the  Medical  Officers, 
staffof  the  institution.  The  four  medical  gentlemen  are  doctors  in  medicine  of  the  Edin- 
burgh University,  and  have  been  connected  with  the  charity  for  periods  varyiirg  from  11  to 
four  years.  The  nominal  apothecary  is  a member  of  the  Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Dublin,  and 
has  held  the  situation  for  a period  of  about  42  years;  the  assistant  apothecary,  although 
returned  as  in  the  receipt  of  a salary  of  37 1.  a year,  and  provided  with  apartments  in  the 
house,  does  not  possess  any  professional  qualifications  whatsoever.  He  is  merely  the 
apprentice  of  the  apothecary,  and,  on  referring  to  the  books  of  the  institution,  there  is  no  record 
to  be  found  of  his  having  been  appointed  or  elected  either  by  the  governors  or  trustees ; he 
however  resides  in  the  house,  the  apothecary  having  ceased  to  occupy  any  apartments  since 
the  breaking  out  of  the  cholera  in  the  year  1832,  when  the  entire  premises  were  cleared  out, 
and  devoted  to  the  reception  of  patients  labouring  under  that  disease.  The  other  medical 
officers  derive  their  appointments' from  the  trustees,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  Pai'liament,  and  with  one  exception,  they  do  not  hold  any  second  appointment  to 
other  charities  ; the  gentleman  excepted  is  physician  to  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  but  does  not 
receive  any  remuneration  for  his  services  in  that  capacity.  One  of  the  medical  officers  is 
obliged  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  on  each  day  in  the  week,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  one  o’clock,  and  this  duty  they  perform  in  succession,  having  made  an  arrangement, 
whereby  the  place  of  him  whose  turn  it  may  be  to  attend  and  who  may  have  occasion  to 
absent  himself,  is  supplied  by  one  or  other  of  his  colleag-ues.  From  the  circumstance  of  the 
assistant  apothecary  residing  in  the  house,  and  being  obliged  at  all  times  to  send  for  one  of 
the  medical  gentlemen  when  any  circumstance  calls  for  their  aid,  there  is  sufficient  security 
for  relief  being  quickly  granted  in  all  cases  of  emergency.  The  trustees  also  possess 
authority  over  the  several  officers,  and  have  it  in  their  power  to  control  them  in  the  regular 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  The  administration  of  medicine  to  the  patients  is 
entirely  confided  to  the  two  senior  nurses. 

The  two  physicians  and  the  senior  surgeon  receive  1 8 Z.  9s.  2d.  each  per  annum.  The  Payment, 
apothecary  receives  52Z.  10s.  yearly,  and  for  the  assistant  apothecary  is  charged  a salary  of 
27 Z.  13s.  lOd.  The  junior  surgeon  receives  no  remuneration  for  his  services.  The  assistant 
apothecary  is  provided  with  an  apartment  in  the  house,  but  he  does  not  draw  any  allowance 
for  maintenance.  The  amount  of  payment  awarded  to  the  several  officers  rests  entirely  at 
the  discretion-  of  the  trustees. 


It  has  been  already  intimated  that  the  election  of  the  medical  officers  rests  in  the  liands  Election, 
of  the  trustees.  It  is,  however,  stated  that  whenever  a vacancy  occurs  proper  means  for 
insuring  competition  for  the  situation,  by  advertisements  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  are 
always  adopted.  The  number  of  candidates  who  present  themselves  is  usually  very  con- 
siderable, but  on  the  last  occasion  not  more  than  three  (including  the  successful  one) 
contested  the  election.  The  qualifications  which  were  required  were,  (without  any  limitation 
as  to  age,)  for  the  physicians,  a degree  from  some  university,  for  the  surgeons,  a diploma 
from  some  one  of  the  colleges  of  surgeons,  and  for  the  apothecary,  the  diploma  of  the 
Apothecaries’  Hall  in  Dublin.  It  is  furtlier  stated  that  there  ai'e  several  qualified  practitioners 
residing  in  the  city,  who  would  be  very  willing  to  undertake  the  medical  service  of  the 
charity  without  any  prospect  of  remuneration.  Neither  superannuation  nor  retiring  pensions 
are  ever  granted.  No  instance  of  mortality  has  occurred  among  the  medical  officers  for  a 
period  of  several  years.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  inquired  as  to  the  means  possessed 
by  the  poor  for  obtaining  redress  in  case  of  their  being  treated  with  liai-shness  or  neglect  by 
either  the  physicians  or  surgeons.  They  were  informed,  that  the  class  in  question  were  well 
aware  that  any  complaints  laid  by  them  before  the  trustees  would  meet  with  immediate 
attention.  It  was,  at  the  same  time,  observed  that  no  complaint  had  ever  been  preferred. 

The  apothecary’s 'shop  was  found  to  contain  an  adequate  supply  of  good  medicines,  in-  Pharmacy, 
eluding  the  generality  of  the  recently  adopted  preparations ; the  arrangements,  however, 
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number  oi  patients  relieved  has  very  considerably  increased.  This  discrepancy  was,  how- 
ever, rendered  intelligible  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  when  they  learned,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  South  Infirmary,  in  another  part  of  the  city,  having  obtained  a contract  for 
medicine  on  reasonable  terms,  an  arrangement  was  effected,  whereby  the  individual  referred 
to  became  bound  to  provide  all  the  medicines  nece'ssary  for  the  institution  at  present  under 
consideration,  at  the  same  rates  as  those  paid  by  the  South  Infirmary.  Before  this  alteration 
the  cost  of  medicine  seems  to  have  been  very  disproportionately  high.  It  is  stated  that 
leeches  are  freely  applied  to  those  patients  for  whom  the  medical  officers  represent  them  to 
be  expedient,  and  that  they  are  supplied  gratuitously  by  the  apothecary.  Nothino-  has  been 
done  for  the  diffusion  of  cow-pock  in  connexion  with  the  present  institution.  Several  of  the 
witnesses,  however,  bear  testimony  to  the  advantages  derived  from  the  practice  of  vaccina- 
tion among  the  poor,  and  it  was  obseived  by  the  clergymen  and  medical  men  who  attended  as 
witnesses,  that  “ very  generally,  when  the  insertion  of  vaccine  matter  did  not  altoo-ether 
confer  an  immunity  from  small-pox,  it  tended  to  mitigate  the  symptoms  of  that  disease  i:i 
a very  remarkable  manner.”  The  medical  officers  represented  themselves  as  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  inoculation  with  variolous  matter. 


of  the  shop  were  very  far  from  what  should  characterize  a similar  place ; they  were  slo- 
venly, and  evinced  a total  want  of  cleanliness  and  neatness.  The  pharmaceutical  apparatus 
(which  was  of  the  best  kind),  as  well  as  the  medicines,  were  under  the  joint  care  of  the 
apothecary  and  of  his  apprentice,  or  the  assistant  apothecary  as  he  was  called ; the  former 
person  is  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  apothecary’s  and  druggist’s  shop  in  the  city  of  Cork 
and  up  to  a very  recent  period  he  appears  to  have  been  permitted  to  supply  the  establish- 
ment, not  only  with  medicine  but  with  eve^  other  article  required  for  its  internal  consump- 
tion, at  his  own  discretion ; he  has  been,  in  fact,  not  only  the  apothecary  of  the  infirmary 
but  also  the  steward  of  the  infirmary,  the  secretary  of  the  infirmary,  and,  as  far  as  could  be 
learned,  the  board  of  the  infirmary ; as  to  the  prices  at  which  he  has  been  accustomed  to  fur- 
nish medicine  to  the  charity,  it  deserves  to  be  mentioned  that  his  account  for  the  year  whicli 
has  inst  i^Yniri^d  15  miir’.b  than  nf  nrpin/Mio  Tmai-c  >-i/^f..T;+nc+oY.  j;..™  ,i 


Patients’  Regis* 
tiation. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 


The  registration  of  patients  extends  to  no  other  particulars  than  the  nature  of  the  disease 
for  which  they  have  been  admitted,  and  the  name  of  the  medical  officer  who  happened  to  be 
in  attendance  at  the  date  of  admission.  No  entry  is  made  of  the  cases  in  which  admissiou 
is  refused ; it  merely  remains  open  to  the  subscriber  whose  recommendation  has  been 
declined,  to  wiite  for  an  explanation  of  the  motives  to  such  refusal.  At  the  date  of  tlie 
Assistant  Commissioners’  visit  there  were  but  13  patients  in  the  house,  but  it  was  stated  that 
the  number  of  those  who  daily  attended  for  advice  and  medicine  at  the  dispensary  con- 
nected with  the  Infirmary  did  not  fall  much  short  of  100. 

Medical  relief  is  extended  to  all  persons  who  apply  as  extern  patients  at  the  dispensary, 
but  none  are  entitled  to  admission  into  the  wards  except  those  who  have  provided  themselves 
with  a proper  recommendation.  This  condition  is  not  calculated  to  restrict  the  utility  of  the 
institution  in  any  sensible  degree,  because  the  subscribers  and  other  privileged  persons  may 
issue  as  many  recommendatory  orders  as  they  think  proper,  and  frequently  do  so  even  in 
favour  of  strangers.  There  are  many  instances  in  which  the  servants  of  subscribers,  and  even 
domestics  of  the  upper  class,  such  as  housekeepers  and  butlers,  have  been  received  into  tlie 
house  as  intern  patients,  but  the  witnesses  state  that  in  general  no  other  persons  find  ad- 
mission than  those  whose  circumstances  of  known  distress  may  be  considered  as  giving 
them  a just  claim  to  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  by  obtaining  gratuitous 
relief. 


Extern  Patients.  With  reference  to  extern  patients  more  particularly,  they  are  prescribed  for  and  supplied 
with  proper  remedies  by  one  or  other  of  the  attending  physicians,  on  every  day  in  the 
week  except  Sunday,  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12.  Several  of  the  sick  poor  are  also 
attended  at  their  own  houses,  and  receive  medical  assistance  whenever  they  require  it. 
Fractures  and  other  accidents  are  also  frequently  attended  to  out  of  doors,  and  treated  by 
means  of  bandages  and  splints  belonging  to  the  charity.  The  physicians  remark  on  the 
absolute  necessity  of  daily  attention  to  those  labouring  under  acute  diseases,  and  they 
observe  that  it  can  only  be  dispensed  with  where  the  disorder  partakes  of  a chronic  nature. 
The  Infirmary  does  not  provide  any  assistance  for  the  poor  lying-in  women  of  its  neighbour- 
hood. They  are  consequently  reduced  to  rely  on  midwives,  who,  by  the  united  testimony  of 
all  the  witnesses  examined,  are  grossly  ignorant  of  the  duties  which  they  undertake  ; they 
are  not  unfrequently  the  cause  of  much  suffering  and  of  positive  injury  to  both  mother 
and  child. 

Intern  Patients.  ]ja.s  been  mentioned  that  the  procuring  admission  as  an  intern  patient  is  contingent 

on  the  possession  of  a recommendation.  This  rule  is  never  departed  from  but  in  cases  of 
sudden  accident  and  of  emergency.  After  admission,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
a patient  is  not  allowed  to  leave  the  institution  so  long  as  he  continues  under  medical  treat- 
ment ; during  that  period  he  is  never  called  upon  to  perform  any  work,  except  to  render 
some  trifling  assistance  in  preserving  cleanliness  throughout  the  house ; his  friends  are 
permitted  to  visit  him  upon  obtaining  permission  to  that  effect,  either  from  the  attending 
physician  or  from  the  apothecary.  There  are  no  chaplains  attached  to  the  North  Infirmary, 
but  clergymen  of  all  sects  are  considered  to  be  in  possession  of  a right  to  visit  the  members 
of  their  respective  communions  whenever  the  latter  express  a wish  to  see  them,  or  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  rites  of  their  church.  The  several  clergymen  who  were  present  at  this  exa- 
mination coincide  in  stating,  tliat  “ no  illiberal  or  sectarian  interference  has  ever  occurred, 

whether 
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whether  on  the  part  of  clergy  or  laity,  with  the  patients  in  the  rvards,  and  they  further  add,  , 
that  neither  controyersial  nor  theological  tracts  have  ever  been  circulated  among  them.  - __  • 

Tiuring  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  the  city  the  disease  obtained  a footing  in  this  esta-  Munster. 
Hishment,  which  after  a time  became  restricted  solely  to  the  relief  of  those  who  were  city  of  Cork. 

attacked  by  the  epidemic.  Restored,  as  it  is  at  present,  to  its  original  purposes,  it  does  

ot  contain  any  ward  for  the  reception  of  lunatics ; such  cases,  whenever  they  present  Examinaiions  taken  by 
ihemselves,  are  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  where  an  order  bearing  the  si^atures  of  two 

magistrates,  and  which  is  easily  procured,  secures  immediate  admission  lor  the  patient.  ■ ' 

The  diet  of  the  intern  patients  is  represented  by  the  witnesses  as  being  deficient  neither  North  Charitable 
in  quantity  nor  quality.'  It  was  stated  to  be  usually  regulated  at  the  discretion  of  the  phy-  , Infirmary 
sicians  and  surgeons,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  a systematic  dietary  (without  which  no  and  Dispensary, 
hospital  can  possibly  be  well  conducted)  those  gentlemen  have  to  point  out  expressly  what  — 
each  separate  patient  shall  receive  as  food  on  every  day  in  the  week.  An  antiquated  form  Diet, 
of  diet  was  discovered  to  exist  for  the  regulation  of  such  matters,  but  it  has  long  ceased  to 
he  made  use  of;  and  when  it  is  considered  by  whom  the  several  articles  of  the  patients’ 
food  are  supplied,  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  are  too  obvious  to  need  mention.  Wine  is 
occasionally  ordered  for  the  sick,  and  this  as  well  as  evenj  thing  else,  is  supplied  by  the 


apothecary. 

The  patients  make  use  of  their  own  clothing  while  in  the  house.  Such  portions  of  it  as 
they  do  not  immediately  require  are  placed  aside,  and  resumed  on  their  depai-ture. 

The  general  management  of  the  North  Cork  Infirmary  exhibits  an  almost  incredible  General  Manage- 
instance  of  culpable  neglect  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  trustees.  By  referring  to 
the  book  of  proceedings  the  Assistant  Commissioners  ascertained  that  for  the  last  40  years 
there  had  scarcely  been  one  regular  meeting  of  the  governors,  although  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment under  which  the  institution  is  incorporated,  requires  that  a succession  of  tmstees,  duly 
elected  by  the  governors,  should  be  kept  up.  The  remissness  of  the  governing  body  has 
placed  the  entire  control  of  the  establishment  in  tlie  hands  of  the  apothecary,  who  states,  in 
his  own  justification,  and  with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  annual  meetings  are 
observed  by  the  governors,  that,  at  the  last  yearly  assembly,  he  was_  requested  by  the  only 
two  gentlemen  who  were  present,  to  take  upon  himself  the  re-appointment  as  trustees,  of 
the  too  persons  who  had  acted  as  such  in  the  preceding  year.  He  has  further  been  _ per- 
mitted to  make  his  own  son-in-law  one  of  the  trustees,  a step  of  which  the  illegality  is 
exposed  to  little  or  no  doubt.  The  duty  of  attending  the  monthly  meetings  has  been 
equally  neglected.  The  number  of  governors  attending  them  has  seldom  exceeded  two  or 
three,  notwithstanding  that  the  Act  of  Pailiament  declares  that  a quorum  shall  not  consist 
of  less  than  jive  members.  The  general  effects  of  a want  of  proper  authority  are  sufficiently 
manifest  in  the  actual  condition  of  the  establishment,  but  the  medical  gentlemen  mention 
as  an  instance  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  supineness  of  the  trustees,  that  an  oppor- 
tunity which  recently  offered  of  purchasing,  at  an  advantageous  price,  a lot  of  tenements 
which  are  in  front  of,  and  immediately  adjoining  the  new  hospital,  and  which  would  have 
secured  a convenient  approach  to  it,  was  allowed  to  pass  by ; as  there  was  no  meeting  <ff 
the  trustees,  nothing  could  be  done ; the  houses  have  since  been  put  in  a state  of  repair,  and 
their  value  has  been  enhanced  three-fold. 


Subsequent  to  receiving  the  evidence  contained  in  the  foregoing  statement  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  learned  that  a meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  North  Cork  Infirmaiy  was  to 
be  held  on  a certain  day.  On  that  day,  accordingly,  they  visited  the  establishment  lor  the 
fourth  time;  after  waiting  for  above  an  hour  the  sqn-m-law  of  the  apothecary  made  his 
appearance ; but  with  the  exception  of  him,  the  meeting  passed  unattended  by  any  trustee, 
and  in  this  pailicular  it  might  fairly  be  considered  as  a specimen  of  the  generality  ot  such 
assemblies.  The  abandomnent  of  the  interests  of  the  Infirmary  is  the  more  remarkable 
from  the  great  number,  viz.,  74,  of  those  who  constitute  the  principal  direcfion.  Ihis 
number  consists  of  the  subscribers  and  several  gentlemen  who,  in  virtue  of  their  office,  as  the 
rector  of  the  parish,  or  on  other  grounds,  have  been  endowed  with  a vote  in  all  elections  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  On  the  first  Monday  in  May  they  are  directed  to  assemble  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  trustees,  and  enacting  bye-laws,  but  this  injunction  has  been  altogether 
overlooked.  There  has  been  no  regularity  in  issuing  summons,  (an  advertisement  to  the 
effect  has  been  merely  inserted  in  the  newspapers  by  the  steward) ; and  though  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  two  or  three  individuals  who  attended  the  meetings  have  been  in  some, 
measure  registered,  yet  the  mention  of  their  names  has  been  carefully  avoided.  In  one 
contested  election  of  a physician,  voting  by  proxy  was  allowed. 

The-trastees  ai-e  supposed  to  constitute  the  managing  comniittee  for  the  regulation  of  the  jianaging 
details  of  the  charity,  but,  with  the  exception  of  occasional  visits  from  the  rector  ot  the  parish  Committee, 
(who  is  a parliamentary  trustee),  they  act  independent  of  control,  as  the  board  of  supenii- 
tendence  appointed  by  the  grand  jury  has  never  exercised  its  functions. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer.  He  acts  without  any  salary,  and  has  never  Officers  not 
been  required  to  give  any  security  notwithstanding  the  very  considerable  sums  of  money  medicuU 
which  appear  to  have  been  in  his  hands.  Neither  can  it  be  said  that  he  is  accountable  to 
the  trustees  for  the  discharge  of  his  office,  inasmuch  as  they  have  seldom  met  for  the  dis- 
patch of  business.  For  the  last  few  years  the  amount  of  annual  subscriptions  has  been 
gradually  diminishing,  a circumstance  apparently  attributable  to  the  withdrawal  of  tlie 
confidence  of  the  public  from  the  administration  of  the  charity,  which  has  been  viewed  as  a 
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fami  y concern  earned  on  for  the  benefit  of  an  individual.  At  the  present  moment  tb 
number  of  subscribers  resident  in  Cork  scarcely  exceeds  the  number  of  trustees  apDoint.! 
by  the  Act  of  Parhament,  and  the  greater  portion  of  them  would  seem  to  be  nerS 
tnerids  of  an  individual,  and  actuated  by  a common  wish  to  advance  his  exclusive  imerAct. 
In  the  year  1829  a sum  of  about  3,300  Z.  was  collected  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  thp  rS; 
and  inconvenient  hospital  by  a new  and  better  arranged  structure.  About  600  ^ was  forth 
with  expended  in  procuring  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  incorporating  the  institution  with  t£ 
Cork  South  Infirmary,  but  the  enactment  was  prepared  with  so  much  nedieence  tS 
the  intention  could  not  be  earned  into  effect,  and  the  money  was  lost  to  the® funds  of  th 
chanty.  Various  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  charity  have  at  different  times  been  lent 
to  individuals  for  their  uses ; and,  at  the  date  of  this  evidence,  a chancery  suit  was  in  nm 
gress  respecting  a bill  filed  against  the  trustees  to  obtain  possession  of  a property  raorto-apeH 
to  them  for  a sum  of  money  which  they  had  lent  to  one  of  their  own  body.  It  is  presuiuS 
that  the  expenses  of  litigation  must,  under  any  circumstances,  fall  heavily  on  the  funds  of 
the  institution,  but  should  the  decision  be  unfavourable  the  establishment  will  be  reduced 
almost  to  a state  of  insolvency,  the  trustees  having  entered  into  an  eno-agement  for  com 
pletmg  the  new  hospital  to  an  extent  far  exceeding  the  means  actually  at  their  disposal' 
Ihis  IS  not  the  only  instance  of  trafficking  in  the  funds  of  the  Infirmary  which  has  been 
reported  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners.  It  has  come  to  light  that  another  person  has 
obtained  possession  of  a sum  of  money  belonging  to  the  charity  for  the  use  of  which  he  has 
not  been  charged  with  any  interest  for  several  years,  whilst  in  endeavouring  to  recover  it 
lately,  an  expense  of  some  hundred  pounds  has  been  incurred.  Again,  in  the  year  1839  a 
legacy  of  500Z.  was  left  to  the  institution,  which  the  treasurer  received  directions  to  deposit 
m the  savings  bank.  This  he  has  neglected  to  do,  and  the  money  has  remained  in  his  own 
hands  without  bearing  any  interest,  and  without  any  security  having  been  given  for  its  safe 
custody,  notwithstanding  that  he  has  been  repeatedly  applied  to,  either  to  lodo-e  or  fund'tlie 
sum  in  question.  • ° 

The  preceding  are  a few  of  the  many  abuses  connected  with  the  funds  of  this  ill 
managed  charity.  Matters  have  gone  so  far,  that  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  when 
the  new  hospital  is  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  it  can  be  opened  to  admit’ them 


The  income  is  reduced  to  the  government  grant  of 
To  grand  jury  presentment  - - _ _ 

Subscriptions,  donations,  &c.  about  - - _ 

Making  a total  of 


£.  s.  d. 
44 

230  - - 

80  - - 


Attendants. 


This  sum  would  be  barely  adequate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  dispensary  department, 
and  is  quite  insufficient  to  clear  off  the  iireseiit  engagements,  to  defray  legal  expenses, 
and  to  purchase  the  necessary  outfit.  Whatever  officers  it  may  be  deemed  expedient 
to  retain  It  IS  certain,  tliat,  under  any  circumstances,  they  ought  to  be  placed  on  a very 
different  footing  from  what  they  have  been  hitherto.  The  whole  system  should  be  re- 
modelled, or  better,  a total  change  should  be  accomplished.  The  correctness  with  which 
the  duties  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  have  been  discharged  forms  the  only  exception  to 
the  corrupt  disorder  which  pervades  every  branch  of  the  establishment,  and  before  it  can 
henceforward  be  rendered  either  extensively  available  or  useful  to  the  poor  it  will  be 
indispensable  that  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  has  been  so  signally  inoperative  in  the 
prevention  of  the  worst  abuses,  be  altogether  cast  aside. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  hired  attendants  and  their  wages. 


Housekeeper  or  matron  at  - 
Doorkeeper  - - - _ 

Nurses  - - - - _ 

Two  kitchen-maids,  each  at 
One  assistant  kitchen-maid,  at  - 


s.  d. 

15  - - per  annum. 

6 6 - ditto 

12  12  - ditto 

4 12  4 ditto 

3 - - ditto 


All  these  reside  in  the  house,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  housekeeper  are  allowed 
3 s.  3 d.  a week  for  board  wages.  The  housekeeper  receives  4s.  >td.  They  are  hired,  discharged 
and  paid  by  the  apothecary.  It  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  the  catalogue  of  servants 
far  exceeds  what  can  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  establishment.  On  making  a 
mmute  examination  the  Assistant  Commissioners  ascertained  that  the  female  who  acts  as  a 
washerwoman  (and  who  must  cost  the  charity  on  an  awerage  about  40 1,  or  50 1.  per  annum)  had 
never  discharged  any  duty  whatever  for  the  charity  during  a period  of  at  least  20  years.  She 
has  been  solely  and  entirely  occupied  in  the  service  of  the  apothecary,  and  has  washed  exclu- 
sively for  his  family,  every  thing  required  for  their  use  being  sent  from  his  private  residence 
in  the  town,  to  be  done  up  at  the  hospital  by  this  servant,  who  is  paid  and  provided  with  all 
necessaries  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity,  for  which  she  was  never  allowed  to  perform 
any  work.  This  statement  is  derived  not  only  from  the  books  of  the  institution,  but  from 

the 
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the  testimony  of  the  woman  in  question,  and  of  the  housekeeper.  Charges  also  occur  of  two 
other  servants,  who  do  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  employed  by  the  charity,  or  if  they 
have  been  in  the  house,  to  have  been  engaged  in  its  service. 

Every  article  of  consumption  is  supplied  by  the  apothecary  (in  his  capacity  of  steward) 
sihis  own  prices,  and  independent  of  fixed  contract.  On  examining  his  private  books 
it  was  fouiid  that  there  was  a very  considerable  difference  in  the  average  annual  cost  of 
many  ordinary  articles,  whose  charges  ought  to  have  been  nearly  constant,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  variation  in  tlie  number  of  patients.  The  sums  alleged  to  have  been  expended 
on  coals,  soap  and  candles,  appear  from  several  items,  of  most  unreasonable  magnitude, 
which  can  only  be  explained  by  recollecting  what  has  been  already  adduced  respecting 
the  famOy  and  servants  of  an  officer  having  had  their  washing  done  at  the  expense  of  the 

*^^The^ affairs  of  the  charity  are  canied  on  arbitrarily,  without  reference  to  any  code  of 

rules.  ...  , , 

The  last  official  report  was  published  in  the  year  1826.  In  the  yeai’  1832  a report  was 
presented  to  the  trustees,  by  the  physicians  and  surgeons,  recommending  the  appointment 
of  a monthly  committee,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  trustees,  should  provide  for  the 
internal  management  and  economy  of  tire  hospital,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  establishing 
a regular  dietaiy,  whereby  a daily  check  would  be  afforded  on  the  consumption  and  cost  of 
provisions.  It  was  also  recommended  that  the  supply  of  all  articles  should  be  by  contract, 
open  to  public  competition.  These  judicious  suggestions  passed  unadopted,  in  consequence 
of  an  under  influence  which  prevailed  with  the  trustees.  The  recommendations  were 
referred  to  a committee,  who  have  never  reported  on  them,  and  the  course  of  things  has 


County 

Infirmaries- 

Examinatious  taken  by 
Cusack  Honey,  cs^. 

W.  P.  Borrett,esq.,  3I.D. 

Munster, 

City  of  Cork. 

North  Charitable 
Infirinai-y 
and  Dispensary. 

Rules. 

Reports. 


remained  imaltered.  3 j 

The  principal  heads  of  income  have  been  already  enumerated  ; namely,  Crovernment  grant,  l-uiidsand 
o-rand  jmy  presentment,  and  subscriptions.  The  latter  at  one  time  yielded  a very  considerable  Accounts, 
annual  amount,  but  they  have  been  latterly  decreasing,  and  are  received  exclusively  from 
the  wealthier  classes.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  to  the  account  which  has  been  already  given 
of  the  fixed  property  of  the  institution,  further  than  that  the  two  plots  of  ground  upon  which 
the  new  and  old  hospitals  stand  are  held  in  fee  by  the  treasurer,  into  whose  hands  all  the 
receipts  of  the  charity  pass.  ' n , i r j-.  .a 

With  respect  to  expenditure  and  accounts,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  profess  themselves  bxpenditure  ana 
unable  to  understand  the  balance  sheet  which  was  handed  to  them  by  the  treasurer.  Accounts. 

At  the  monthly  meetine  of  trustees,  which  they  attended,  no  pailial  account  whatsoever  had 
been  prepared  to  lay  bS'ore  them.  The  system  of  account  keeping  is  sloveifiy  and  negligent 
in  an  extreme  degree ; and  it  is  a matter  of  astonishment,  if  not  of  suspicion,  that  a clear, 
explicit  and  satisfactory  statement  of  the  expenditm’e  of  public  money  should  never  at  any 
time  have  been  demanded  by  those  who  were  appointed  trustees  to  the  chaiity  for  the  express 
purpose  of  being  watchful  guardians  of  the  public  purse.  The  heaviest  charges,  frequently 
exceeding  50 1.,  and  occasionally  amounting  to  100  L,  have  been  entered  on  the  books  under 
the  very  vague  and  general  head  of  “ Sundries.”  Many  bills  which  should  have  been  settled 
yearly,  have  remained  impaid  from  year  to  year,  so  that  at  last  their  accumulation  has 
become  enormous  ; as,  for  instance,  one  payment  for  printing  amounting  to  31 1.  ,,  j-  1 

The  North  Cork  Infirmaiy  is  unattended  by  medical  pupils.  It  affords  no  kind  of  mstruc-  Medica  and 
tion  to  students,  and  though  the  practitioners  of  the  city  are  admitted  to  any  operation  that  burgical  instruc 
may  take  place,  yet  it  is  only  in  case  of  a coroner’s  inquest,  or  by  special  jaermission  of  the 
friends  of  the  deceased,  that  recourse  is  had  to  examinations  “post  mortem.  ’ 

In  taking  a general  survey  of  the  establishment  of  which  the  details  have  been  set  forth, 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  cannot  avoid  repeating  that,  it  requires  to  be  thoroughly  reno- 
vated in  every  department,  and  that  measures  must  be  promptly  taken  if  it  be  desired  to 
prolong  even  its  existence.  Its  income  is  small,  and  is  still  diminishing  ; it  is  loaded  wrth 
debt,  involved  in  litigation,  and  the  remnant  of  its  property  is  most  insecurely  placed.  On 
this  latter  point  it  may  be  allowed  to  remark  that,  the  lending  of  several  sums  of  money  by 
the  treasurer,  have  not  been  acts  of  the  corporation,  but  merely  of  an  individual,  and  that 
many  of  the  debts  and  costs  at  present  charged  to  the  funds  of  the  charity  are  properly  the 
debts  of  the  treasurer,  for  which  his  private  property  may  fairly  he  considered  accountoble. 

Previous  to  their  departure  from  Cork  the  Assistant  Commissioners  were  supplied  with  the 
“balance  sheet”  of  ttte  accounts,  which  showed  that  the  sum  of  money  before  alluded  to  as 
having  been  retained  by  the  treasurer  after  he  had  received  repeated  orders  to  de;posit  it  m 
the  savings’  bank,  was  still  in  the  liands  of  that  officer.  The  document  also  sets  forth  two 
sums  of  money  as  having  been  lent  by  a former  treasurer  witliout  any  directions  so  to  do  from 
the  board  of  trustees.  One  of  the  sums,  amounting  to  646  f.  3 s.  1 d.,  was  lent  to  a brewer  in 
the  city  of  Cork,  a trader,  and  exposed  to  all  the  contingencies  of  trade.  Tlie  other  amounted 
originally  to  369  /.  4 s.  7 d.,  but  the  interest  which  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate  on  it,  viz., 

409  Z.  16  s.  lid.  already  exceeds  the  original  debt.  Much  expense  has  been  incurred  m the 
endeavour  to  recover  both  these  sums;  but  the  recovery  of  the  latter  debt  can  never  be 
effected,  as  no  bond  can  more  than  double  its  original  amount  by  interest.  One  part  or  the 
funded  property  of  the  institution  is  at  present  vested  in  the  names  of  only  two  trustees, 
instead  of  being  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  corporation.  Both  of  the  trustees  are  old,  and 
in  the  event  of  either  of  them  dying,  the  other  acquires  a complete  control  over  the 
“loney ; as,  ' unless  the  surviving  trustee  of  funded  property  thinks  proper  to  declare  the 
trust,  it  becomes  solely  vested  in  him. 
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Intirmakies. 

Munster. 

City  of  Cork. 

^Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esi}. 

W.  P.  Borrett,  esq.,  3I.D, 
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Iversons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Roger  Adams,  esq. — C.  Bull,  esq. — Joshua  Bull,  esq. — Thomas  Bulkley,  esq. Williim 

Craweurd,  esq — James  Drury,  esq.— Thomas  Harvey,  esq.— Rev.  Mr.  IMatthew Rev 

Mr.  0‘CALLAGHAN,protestant  curate.— Rev.  Mr.  0‘Conner,  catholic  curate.— John  Swete  eso' 
— Rev.  Mr.  Tuthjll. — the  two  Physicians. — The  two  Surgeons.  ’ 


Bouih  Infirmary. 

The  South  Infirmaiy  is  intended  to  relieve  the  medical  wants  of  the  labouring  population 

Population  and  distnct  immediately  surrounding  it,  a population  calculated  to  amount  to 

Extent  of  Country,  nearly  200,000  souls.  Its  benefits  are  by  no  means,  however,  confined  within  these  limits  as 
patients  from  all  parts  of  the  county  are  frequently  admitted,  and  there  is  at  present  in  one  of 
the  wards  a patient  from  the  county  of  Waterford.  There  are  several  other  medical  cha 
nties  included  m,  and  within  a few  miles  of  the  city  of  Cork,  of  which  a list  is  subjoined 
namely — ■'  ’ 


The  North  Cork  Infirmaiy. 

The  Cork  General  Dispensary. 

The  Hospital  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry. 

The  Fever  Hospital. 


Lying-in  Hospital. 
Douglas  Dispensary. 
Black  Rock  Ditto. 
Glanmire  Ditto. 
Glanmire  Road  Ditto. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Ofiicers. 


Payment. 

Election. 


Notwithstanding  these  numerous  institutions,  the  witnesses  concur  in  statino-  that  the  wants 
of  the  sick  poor  are  very  inadequately  provided  for,  and,  with  respect  to  the  hospital  at  pre 
sent  under  consideration,  it  is  asserted  that  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  entire  number  of 
apphcantsfor  admission  are  obligedto  be  refused,merely  from  want  of  room.  TheRomancatholic 
Clergyman  of  the  parish  observes,  that  “ he  is  frequently  obliged,  owing  to  the  want  of  accom 
modation  m the  hospital,  to  pass  sick  persons  as  paupers  into  the  House  of  Industry,  that  they 
may  tliere  obtain  some  kind  of  medical  assistance,”  and  he  adds  that  he  meets  with  many 
iiidividuals,  who  being  unwilling  to  avail  themselves  of  such  an  expedient,  or  to  assume  tlie 
character  of  absolute  paupers,  prefer  returning  to  their  homes,  without  having  received  any 
relief,  where  many  of  them  have  subsequently  died,  ^ 

The  hospital  is  situated  on  high  ground,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a pure  air,  and  affording 
a good  supply  of  water,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  is  provided  with  excellent  sewerage  and  is 
sheltered  on  all  sides  from  cold  and  inclement  winds.  It  is  constructed  of  stone,  and  is  three 
stones  in  height.  It  contains  a large  and  well  regulated  apartment  appropriated  to  the  dis- 
pensing of  medicines,  and  there  are  two  rooms  used  for  the  reception  of  patients  whilst  wait- 
ing for  relief,  one  for  males,  the  other  for  females.  The  wards  are  eight  in  number  all  of  a 
good  size  and  well  ventilated,  but  at  present  only  seven  of  them  are  open.  The  eighth  is 
muiergoing  repairs  which  will  soon  be  concluded.  However,  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the 
chanty  is  such,  that  much  doubt  is  expressed,  whether  it  can,  when  ready,  be  again  devoted 
to  Its  ongmal  purpose.  Taken  together,  the  wards  could,  with  every  attention  to  convenience 
easily  accommodate  sixty  patients.  The  institution  contains  baths,  and  possesses  about  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  gToimd,  which  is  laid  out  as  a garden.  The  furniture  is  old  but  good 
and  the  entire  premises  seemed  to  be  in  a condition  of  tolerable  repair.  They  are  held^^by  a 
lease  for  ever,  and  are  occupied  exclusively  by  the  officers  of  the  establishment  and  patients, 
the  ground  floor  being  assigned  to  the  former. 

The  medical  officers  consist  of  two  physicians,  a surgeon  and  a consultino-  surgeon.  The 
latter  gentleman,  who  is  nearly  80  years  of  age,  was  educated  at  Rheims;  tSe  other  surgeon 
IS  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  both  the  physicians  are 
doctors  m medicme  of  .the  University  of  Edinburgh.  None  of  them  reside  at  the  hospital, 
and  they  are  all  engaged  in  private  practice  more  or  less  extensively,  one  of  the  physicians 
being  also  the  medical  attendant  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of  the  city  of  Cork.  One  or  other 
of  tliem,  m turn,  attends  at  the  institution  on  every  day  in  the  week,  and  they  are  accustomed 
to  act  tor  each  other  during  any  temporary  absence.  Previous  to  a more  prolonged  absence 
they  are  obliged  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  trustees  to  their  duties  being  performed  by 
substitute,  riie  apothecaiy  is  a resident  officer,  and  either  he  or  his  apprentice  is  expected 
to  be  at  all  times  on  the  spot,  that  in  case  of  accidents  or  other  emergencies  immediate 
assistance  may  be  had.  The  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the  apothecary,  and  administered 
to  the  patients  by  the  nurses.  All  the  officers  are  subject  to  the  strict  control  of  the  trustees, 
who  are  authorized  to  investigate  any  complaints  which  may  be  made  against  them  for 
harshness  or  neglect  of  duty  towards  the  patients.  The  poor  iu  general  art  represented  to 
be  well  aware  of  this  mode  of  obtaining  redress,  and  it  is  stated  that  they  have  in  some 
instances  resorted  to  it.  However  no  medical  officer  would  be  retained  in  his  situation  if  he 
were  known  to  have  forfeited  their  confidence  and  good  will. 

Tlie  several  medical  attendants  render  their  services  without  any  remuneration.  The 
apothecary  alone  is  paid  a salary  amounting  to  70  Z.  a year,  and  is  provided  with  apart- 
ments m the  house,  without  being  entitled  to  any  further  allowance. 

All  appointments  are  made  by  the  trustees,  in  whom  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Pailia- 
ment  vestlarge  powers  for  the  management  of  all  the  departments  of  the  institution.  When- 
ever a vacancy  occurs  m the  medical  department,  an  advertisement  inviting  competition  is 

usually 
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usually  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  and  a selection  is  made  from  the  several  candidates  who 
may  happen  to  present  themselves,  without  any  reference  to  the  grand  jury  or  other  superior 
authority.  The  trustees  who  attended  this  examination  are  of  opinion  that  any  external 
control  is  not  wanting,  as  the  number  of  qualified  persons  who  are  constantly  on  the  watch 
to  obtain  any  appointment  when  vacant  is  very  great ; and  as  all  candidates  ai'e  required  to 
be  possessed  of  adequate  qualifications,  such  as  that  of  the  degree  of  M.  D.  for  the  medical 
attendants,  and  of  the  diploma  of  master  of  Apothecaries’  Hall  for  the  apothecary.  The 
number  of  medical  men  who  are  anxious  to  yield  their  services  gratuitously  is  very  great ; 
and  there  has  been  no  remarkable  mortality  among  those  who  have  been  connected  with 
the  charity. 

The  apothecary’s  shop  was  remarkably  neat,  and  appeared  to  be  very  well  arranged  for  its  . 
purposes.  It  contained  all  the  medicines  which  are  resorted  to  in  ordinary  practice,  besides 
many  of  the  more  delicate  preparations,  such  as  quinine  and  morphia.  They  were  stated  to 
be  solely  for  the  use  of  the  institution ; were  under  the  charge  of  the  apothecary,  or,  in  his 
absence,  of  his  two  apprentices.  He  practises  in  private  as  a surgeon,  but  does  not  supply 
medicine.  An  apothecary  and  druggist,  in  the  city  of  Cork,  furnishes  the  drugs  that 
are  required,  and  his  account  is  paid  by  an  order  of  the  treasurer.  His  accounts  for  the 
last  three  years  have  been  as  follow : — 

f.  s.  d. 

1831  - - 153  6 1 

1832  - 149  8 6 

1833  - - - 147  - - 

Theie  is  a good  stock  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  but  as  the  hospital  does  not  possess  any 
surgical  instruments  the  surgeons  are  obliged  to  make  use  of  their  own.  Leeches  are  occa- 
sionally applied  when  ordered  by  the  medical  officers,  but  only  to  the  intern  patients.  No 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  diffusion  of  vaccination,  notwithstanding  that  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  the  utility  of  the  practice  remains  unshaken,  and  that  the  medical  officers 
profess  their  opinions  to  be  strongly  in  favour,  if  not  of  its  preservative,  at  least  of  its  mitiga- 
tive  qualities.  The  smallpox  has  ceased  to  be  frequent  of  late  years,  and  inoculation  with 
variolous  matter  is  discouraged  at  the  infirmary,  though  no  express  resolution  of  the  trustees 
has  been  passed  in  condemnation  of  it. 

The  resident  apothecary  keeps  a tolerably  accurate  account  of  the  nuniber  of  patients,  and 
of  the  most  important  circumstances  connected  with  each ; a copy  of  it  is  annually  presented 
to  the  gi-and  jury,  and  another  to  the  commissioners  of  impressed  accounts.  No  mention  is, 
however,  made  of  those  persons  who  are  refused  admittance,  and  it  is  stated  in  explanation 
that  their  numbers  are  too  great.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  did  not  obtain  a return  of  the 
amount  of  relief  granted  in  the  present  yeai-,  but  the  following  table,  extracted  from  the 
printed  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  for  the  year  ending  January  5th  1832,  will 
exhibit  to  what  extent  the  institution  w-as  made  available  during  that  period. 

Patients, — medical  and  surgical.  Thirty-two  beds. 


Description. 

Cured. 

Believed. 

Left  tlie  House 
witliout  Leave. 

Died, 

In  llie  House 
January  5tli 
1832. 

Total. 

In-Patients: 

Medical  - 

37 

34 

- 

37  ' 

7 

95 

Surgical  - - - - 

345 

61 

8 

5 

25 

244 

Total 

182 

95 

8 

22 

32 

339 

Out-Patients : 

Medical,  cured  or  relieved  - 3,335 

Surgical,  - - ditto  - ---------  6,669 


10,004 


Total  ...  10,343 


COUXTY 

IX'riUMAUIES. 

htinster. 
Queen’s  County. 

£xamiualioiis  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  h.d. 

J.  R.  Currie,  esq.,  K.D. 

South  Infirmary 
and  Dispensary. 


Pharmacy. 


Patients'  Regis- 
tration. 


Each  applicant  for  admission  into  the  hospital  must  be  possessed  of  a recommendation ; entitled  to 
and  this  condition  is  never  dispensed  with  except  in  cases  of  accident.  The  signature  of  one  Relief, 
subscriber  is  sufficient  to  each  order;  and  a person  who  subscribes  10  guineas  a year  can 
always  command  a bed  for  the  accommodation  of  any  proper  case.  There  is  no  limitation  to 
the  number  of  orders  which  each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue,  and  it  is  thought  that  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  them,  while  it  has  prevented  the  benefits  of  the  charity  being  abused 
by  persons  not  standing  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance,  has  at  the  same  time  not  thrown 
•any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  proper  objects. 

0.5.  3 b a dispensary 
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County 

Infirmaries. 

Munster. 
City  of  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  b; 
Cusack  Roney,  caq. 
W.P.  Borrett,  csq.,M.t 

South  Infirmary, 
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A dispensaty  is  attached  to  the  hospital,  at  which  extern’  patients  receive  advice  and 
medicine,  but  none  are  visited  at  their  dwellings.  They  are  however  provided  with  splints 
and  bandages,  and  immediate  aid  is  rendered  when  accidents  occur.  Lying-in  women  are 
not  attended,  nor  could  any  information  be  obtained  as  to  the  degree  of  skill  possessed  bv 
the  midwives,  to  whose  services  the  females  of  the  poorer  classes  are  obliged  to  have 

. recourse.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  examined  the  prescription-book,  and  had  reason  to 

be  satisfied  with  the  character  of  the  remedies  which  appeared  to  have  been  adopted.  It 
'•  was  stated  that  no  other  prescriptions  were  compounded  than  those  of  the  medical  attendants 
attached  to  the  institution. 

The  number  of  those  who  seek  admission  is  far  greater  than  can  possibly  be  received 
- After  a patient  has  been  admitted  he  is  not  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  esta- 
blishment, witliout  special  leave,  until  his  final  departure ; but  he  is  never  at  any  time 
required  to  perform  any  work.  His  friends  are  permitted  to  visit  him  daily  betwera  the 
hours  of  11  and  3,  during  which  interval  the  orderly  conduct  of  all  is  secured  by  regulations 
which  especially  forbid  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  or  other  improper  articles’ 
There  is  no  lunatic  ward,  cases  of  lunacy  being  always  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  No  case 
of  cholera  occurred  in  the  hospital  during  the  prevalence  of  that  epidemic  in  Cork.  There 
is  not  any  chaplain  attached  to  the  hospital,  but  clergymen  of  all  religious  persuasions  are 
considered  to  possess  a right  of  visiting  those  patients  who  express  a wish  to  avail  themselves 
of  their  religious  services.  It  was  also  stated  by  the  several  gentlemen  and  officers  of  the 
charity  that  no  sectarian  interference  has  ever  talcen  place  with  the  opinions  of  the  patients 
and  that  controversial  tracts  have  never  been  circulated  among  them.  ’ 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  arranged  each  day  in  conformity  with  a schedule  which  points 
the  rations  to  be  allowed  to  those  who  may  be  on  “ full,  middle  and  low  diet,”  at  breakfast 
dinner  and  supper.  Whatever  extras  may  be  required  are  also  given,  when  a special  order 
to  the  effect  is  made. 

The  patients  are  obliged  to  make  use  of  their  own  clothing  while  in  the  hospital ; and  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  no  attention  is  paid  to  the  cleansing  or  purifying  them  before  their 
departure  from  the  hospital. 

The  general  management  of  the  infirmary  is  vested  in  18  Parliamentary  trustees,  and  in  • 
15  others  who  are  annually  elected  from  among  the  subscribers.  A general  meeting  is  held 
every  year  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  July,  at  which  all  governors  are  alike  privileo-ed  to 
attend ; usually,  however,  not  more  than  12  persons  assemble,  although  voting  by  proxy  is 
not  allowed.  No  fixed  number  is  required  to  constitute  a quorum  ; but  the  proceedino-s  ai-e 
always  registered,  and  none  of  the  medical  officers  have  for  many  years  been  permitted  to 
take  any  part  in  them. 

The  trustees  discharge  the  duties  of  a managing  committee,  and  for  that  purpose  they 
assemble  once  in  every  month,  and  their  proceedings  are  always  committed  to  writing,  The 
grand  jury  have  appointed  a board  of  superintendence,  but  there  is  no  instance  of  tlieir  haviug 
acted.  There  are  not  any  visiting  governors. 

The  non-medical  officers,  namely,  the  treasurer  and  collector,  are  annually  appointed  by 
the  trustees,  who  give  their  votes  openly,  and,  it  was  stated,  witliout  any  reference  to  religious 
distinctions,  fhe  collector  receives  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the  gross  amount  of  subscriptions, 
which  he  obtains ; but  the  treasurer  acts  without  any  direct  remuneration,  and  is  not  r^uired 
■ to  enter  into  any  security  for  the  funds  which  may  happen  to  be  in  his  possession.  This  is 
a defect  which,  it  will  be  readily  admitted,  is  incompatible  with  good  management  in  any 
institution  ; but  certain  circumstances  have  rendered  it  peculiaidy  liable  to  objections  in  the 
one  under  consideration.  At  the  date  of  this  examination  the  funds  of  the  charity  were 
deposited  in  the  savings  bank,  but  merely  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  A still  less  defensi- 
ble disposition,  however,  of  its  property  existed  under  the  management  of  the  late  treasurer ; 
although  for  some  time  a resident  of  Dublin,  he  continued  to  retain  the  entire  management 
of  the  funds,  and  his  accounts  set  forth  the  sale  of  some  government  stock  to  meet  the 
engagements  of  the  establishment,  which,  nevertheless,  appear  to  have  been  in  reality  dis- 
charged by  bills  passed  in  his  own  name ; and,  again,  certain  sums  were  charged  whicli  it 
appeared  were  not  paid  at  the  time  indicated.  These  facts  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
uncontrolled  position  in  which  treasurers  of  charitable  institutions  stand  should  be  altered;  but 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  beg  also  to  remark  that  the  supineness  of  the  trustees  has  not  a 
little  contributed  to  this  reprehensible  managemeut. 

I he  following  list  was  given  of  servants  and  attendants,  and  their  respective  wages : — 

£.  s.  d. 

One  matron,  at 40  - - per  annum. 

Two  chief  nurses,  at  16  L each  - - -32-- 

Tw'O  assistant  nurees,  at  10/.  each  - - 20  - - „ 

Kitchen  maid  - - - _ _4__ 

One  porter  - - - - _ _g-- 

All  reside  in  the  house,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  matron,  are  provided  with  diet. 

Eveiy 
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Every  thing  of  any  importance  is  procured  by  contract  from  individuals  unconnected  with 
the  charity-  The  prices  appeared  reasonable,  and  an  efficient  check  appeared  to  be  kept 
over  all  articles  furnished.  The  matron  and  the  apothecary  are  in  the  habit  of  procuring 
sundry  miscellaneous  matters  not  exceeding  in  value  about  1 /.  10  s.  a month. 

The  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  those  connected  with  the  establishment  are  useful  and 
judicious,  and  calculated  to  secure  its  efficiency. 

A report  is  drawn  out  quarterly  of  the  expenditure  of  the  infirmary  and  of  the  number  of  BoTe«,e3g.,M.i 
patients  who  have  been  relieved.  They  are  laid  before  the  annual  meeting;  but  they  are  Infirmary, 

not  regularly  printed  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  funds.  and  Dispensary. 

The  fixed  property  of  the  institution  is  limited  to  the  ground  upon  which  the  adjoining  House  ' 

of  Industry  and  Lmratic  Asylum  are  built.  For  the  former  a ground  rent  of  22  Z.  3 s.  irf.  Funds  and 
is  paid;  for  the  latter  a ground  rent  of  llZ.  Is.  7rf.  With  these  exceptions,  the  receipts  Accounts, 
consist  of  subscriptions,  donations,  legacies,  grand  jury  grants  and  sundries,  such  as  Receipts, 
fines,  &c.  The  subscriptions  are  all  derived  from  the  richer  classes;  but  the  sources  of 
income  taken  together  are  very  inadequate  to  the  demands  for  relief,  and  the  defect  has  been 
further  increased  by  the  total  withdrawal  of  the  Parliamentary  grant,  wliich  was  appro- 
priated more  especimly  to  the  expenses  of  the  lock-ward. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  funds  of  the  charity  are  at  present  deposited  in  the  Collection  and 
savino-s  bank.  No  part  of  them  is  ever  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  officer,  ^ y- 
except  the  treasurer. 

The  expenditure  is  controlled  by  the  trustees,  through  whom  alone  payments  are  made.  Expenditure. 

The  accounts  are  made  up  annually  and  published ; copies  are  then  seat  to  the  grand  Accounts, 
jury. 

Students  are  permitted  to  attend  the  practice  of  the  medical  attendants  after  their  names 
have  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  trustees.  For  this  privilege  they  are  charged  8 
eight  guineas  a year,  and  they  can  also  avail  themselves  of  the  lectures  on  medicine  and 
surgery  delivered  by  the  physicians  and  surgeons.  Dissections,  however,  are  iiot  carried  on, 
except  in  cases  of  coroners’  inquests,  or  when  special  leave  has  been  obtained  from  the 
friends  of  the  deceased. 


County 

Infirmahies. 

Munster. 

City  of  Cork. 

Examinations  taten  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


Rowland  BLENNEiiUASSETT.esq Rev.Mr.HuRLET,protestant clergyman.— Augustus  Goulding, 

esq. — Rev.  Dr.  M‘Eniry. — ^The  Medical  Attendant, — The  Apothecary. 


County  Kerry. 
County  Infirmary. 


The  County  Infirmary,  as  its  name  implies,  is  intended  to  afford  medical  assistance  to  the  population  and 
poor  of  the  entire  county  of  Kerry.  It  is  situated  in  the  town  of  Tralee,  which  also  con-  Extent  of  Country, 
tains  two  other  charitable  institutions  for  the  relief  of  the  sick,  namely,  the  Tralee  Dis- 
pensary and  the  Tralee  Fever  Hospital.  There  is  also  a dispensary  at  Ardfert,  but  at  a 
distance  of  five  miles.  The  infirmary  is  considered  hy  the  witnesses  to  be  perfectly  adequate 
to  its  object,  and  there  has  not  been  an  instance  of  the  refusing  an  application  for  aid  during 
the  last  three  years. 

The  house  is  two  stories  in  height  and  built  of  stone.  _ It  stands  in  an  inclosure  of  about 
half  an  acre,  on  an  elevated  position,  but  is  at  the  same  time  well  sheltered  from  cold  winds 
and  enjoys  a southern  exposure.  It  is  well  supplied  with  water,  but  is  extremely  deficient 
in  sewers.  The  interior  of  the  building  contains  an  ample  hall,  used  as  a waiting-room  for 
patients,  nine  well-ventilated  wards  containing  23  beds,  but  which  could  be  easily  made  to 
hold  30,  and  three  apartments  appropriated  to  the  attendants.  There  are  baths  in  the 
house,  but  the  furniture  throughout  is  of  a very  indifferent  description  and  rather  out 
of  repair.  The  premises  are  held  by  the  county,  on  a lease  for  ever,  subject  to  a yearly  rent 
of47Z.  8 s.  6rf. 

The  medical  attendant  of  the  infirmary  acts  as  surgeon  and  physician.  He  is  a licentiate  Medical  Officer, 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  is  a graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  University. 

He  is  engaged  in  private  practice  and  is  also  physician  to  the  county  gaol  at  a salary  of 
'J'SZ.  6s.  lOcZ.  per  annum.  He  was  appointed  in  the  year  1820  and  resides  within  a short 
distance  of  the  hospital,  which  he  is  obliged  to  attend  daily.  It  is  understood,  however, 
that  if  illness  or  an  urgent  professional  engagement  should  prevent  his  performing  this  duty, 
he  is  authorized  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  one  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  town, 
being  a member  or  licentiate  of  the  Dublin  College  of  Surgeons.  This  he  has  never  had 
occasion  to  do.  An  apothecary  is  also  engaged,  whose  ordinary  duties  are  limited  to  com- 
pounding and  dispensing  the  remedies  that  have  been  prescribed  by  the  surgeon.  Althougii 
the  latter  officer  does  not,  as  has  been  mentioned,  reside  in  the  hospital,  yet  the  vicinity  of 
his  residence  renders  unlikely  any  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  want  of  professional  aid 
in  eases  of  emergency.  The  medicines  are  administered  to  the  patients  by  the  nurses- 

0.5.  3 B 2 The 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


372  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  KEPOKT  from  the  COMMISSIONERS  fm- inquiring 

The  payments  made  to  the  two  medical  officers  are  regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The 
surgeon  has  a salary  of  89  Z.  per  annum  ; the  apothecary  receives  only  21 1.  Neither  of  them 
is  entitled  to  any  further  allowance. 

The  right  of  appointing  the  medical  officers  is  vested  in  the  governors  of  the  charity.  The 
candidates  are  not  limited  as  to  age,  but  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  belong  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.  Whenever  a vacancy  occurs  it  is  endeavoured  to  secure  an  ex- 
tensive competition  by  inserting  advertisements  in  the  Dublin  and  provincial  newspapers 
inviting  properly  qualified  persons  to  come  forward.  The  voting  at  the  election  (which  is  quite 
uncontrolled  by  the  grand  juiy)  is  liable  to  the  legal  conditions.  The  town  of  Tralee  contains 
three  medical  men  possessed  of  the  required  qualifications,  but  none  of  them  would  be 

Election.  willing  to  undertake  the  charge  of  the  infirmary  without  remuneration.  The  conduct  of  the 

medical  officers,  so  far  as  regards  punctuality  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  is  subject  to 
the  authority  of  the  governors,  before  whom  the  poor  are  authorized  to  bring  any  complaint 
which  they  may  have  to  make  of  harshness  or  neglect  shown  towards  them.  It  is  but  right 
to  add,  that  the  present  surgeon  is  allowed  to  possess  the  full  confidence  of  that  portion 
of  the  population  for  whose  service  he  is  more  pai-ticularly  retained. 

Pharmacy.  Tlie  apothecary’s  department  was  found  to  be  conducted  with  much  neatness  and 

regularity.  There  was  an  ample  stock  of  medicine  of  the  best  quality,  and  none  of  the 
more  recently  introduced  preparations  were  deficient.  They  had  been  procured  by  the 
treasurer  from  the  Messrs  Harrington,  druggists,  in  Cork.  The  pharmaceutical  apparatus 
was  very  complete.  A good  many  surgical  instruments  had  also  been  procured,  such  as 
trepanning  and  amputating  instruments,  stomach-pump,  catheters  and  trocars,  &c.,  and 
whenever  any  are  wanted  they  are  procured.  The  surgeon  is  allowed  to  make  use  of  them 
in  his  private  practice,  but  he  has  seldom  occasion  to  do  so.  Leeches  are  very  freely 
adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  infirmary.  They  are  supplied  by  the  apothecary  at  the  rate 
of  one  shilling  for  each,  and  their  cost  usually  amounts  to  about  25/.  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  Vaccination  is  not  practised  at  the  infirmary,  as  there  are  no  applicants  for  the  per- 
formance of  it.  It  is,  however,  stated,  that  generally  the  confidence  of  the  public, is 
increasing  in  its  utility,  and  the  medical  attendant  observes  that  “ although  it  certainly 
cannot  be  considered  as  a positive  specific  against  small-pock,  it  certainly  has  the  effect  of 
mitigating  any  subsequent  attack  of  that  disease.  Small-pock  has  not  been  frequent  of 
late  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tralee ; the  surgeon  is  not  prevented  from  inoculating 
with  the  matter  of  it,  but  he  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  so  doing. 

Patients’  Registra-  A veiy  accurate  register  of  all  the  particulars  connected  with  the  patients  is  kept  by  the 
surgeon,  who  enters  the  nature  of  their  diseases  and  the  termination  thereof  at  the  proper 
times.  The  following  abstract  refers  to  the  amount  of  medioal  assistance  granted  in  con- 
nection with  the  infirmary  during  the  last  three  years : 
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County 

Infirmaries. 

Mmster. 
County  Kerry. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.T!orrett,esq..»i.D. 

County  Infirmary. 


Total  number  of  intern  patients  during  the  years  1831,  1832,  1833  - - 783 
Of  which  were  capital  and  severe  operations  - - - - - 46 

Minor  operations  - iqg 

Simple  fracture  of  the  limbs  - --  ----74 

Compound  and  comminuted  ditto  - - - - - -12 

Simple  and  compound  dislocation  ______  n 

Skull,  simple  fracture  of  - 

Depressed  and  compound  ditto  ------  8 

Brain,  concussion  of  - 

Wounds  on  the  head  without  fracture  -----  13 
Extensive  and  severe  wounds  - 70 

Cataract  and  other  diseases  of  the  eye  - - - - - 69 

Died  ; cases  in  which  capital  operations  were  resorted  to  - - 4 


At  the  time  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  received  the  present  evidence  the  number  of 
patients  in  the  house  was  24. 

Persons  seeking  admission  into  the  hospital  must  be  provided  with  the  recommendation 
of  a governor.  This  rule  is  only  relaxed  in  cases  of  accident,  which  are  always  taken  in 
without  delay.  This  is  not,  however,  productive  of  much  difficulty  to  any  class  of  patients, 
inasmuch  as  each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  issue  as  many  recommendatory  tickets  as  he 
thinks  proper,  and  to  each  ticket  his  own  signature  is  alone  sufficient ; care  is  at  the  same 
time  taken  that  the  benefits  of  the  charity  shall  only  be  extended  to  those  whose  circum- 
stances really  place  them  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance. 

lixtorn  Pationts.  important  part  of  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  consists  in  attending  to  the  extern  patients 

who  come  to  the  institution  for  advice  and  medicine,  with  which  they  are  provided  without 
distinction  as  to  whence  they  come.  Many  cases  of  accident  are  treated  in  this  manner 
without  its  being  necessary  to  take  them  into  the  hospital,  and  the  patients  are  freely 
supplied  with  whatever  bandages  and  splints  may  be  necessary.  The  surgeon  is  not  liable 
to  be  called  on  to  visit  any  class  of  patients  at  their  own  dwellings.  Nevertheless  he  gives 
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]iis  opinion  that  daily  attendance  on  the  sick  is  absolutely  indispensable  in  cases  of  an 
acute  nature,  and  that  it  is  only  where  the  disease  partakes  of  a chronic  character,  that  a 
less  amount  of  attention  can  be  productive  of  benefit. 

Articles  of  food,  though  so  frequently  capable  of  being  substituted  with  advantage  for 
medicine,  are  not  attainable  by  the  sick  poor,  so  long  as  they  remain  in  their  own  dwellings, 
from  any  institution  in  Tralee  or  the  vicinity. 

Mention  has  been  already  made  of  the  circumstances  which  entitle  a patient  to  admission 
into  the  infirmary.  After  admission  he  is  not  allowed  to  pass  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
institution  until  his  treatment  has  been  concluded,  and  his  friends  are  not  allowed  to  visit 
him  except  under  the  control  of  the  medical  attendant.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  regu- 
lations have  been  prepared  for  ensuring  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  intern  patients ; they 
are  never  required  to  perform  any  kind  of  manual  labour.  There  are  no  chaplains  attached 
to  the  institution,  but  the  clergy  of  all  religious  denominations  are  considered  to  possess  a 
right  of  free  ingress  to  the  wards  at  all  times,  so  that  the  sick  have  it  in  their  power  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  religious  sei-vicesof  their  respective  pastors  whenever  they  feel  disposed. 
This  liberty,  conceded  with  the  best  intentions  to  the  clergy,  has  not  been  unattended  with 
some  inconvenience.  A preacher  of  the  methodist  connexion  has  taken  advantage  of  it  to 
inculcate  his  peculiar  tenets  on  the  sick,  who  have  been  forced  to  prefer  complaints  on  the 
subject.  The  interference  has  ceased  during  the  last  twelve  months,  and  it  is  but  right  to 
add  that  it  was  not  countenanced  by  any  persons  connected  with  the  establishment.  During 
the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  cholera  the  house  remained  perfectly^  free  from  the  disease. 
No  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  accommodation  of  lunatics.  When  patients  of 
that  description  occur  they  are  placed  in  a temporary  depot  in  tlie  town,  where  they  remain 
until  they  can  be  admitted  into  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Limerick. 


COUXTY 

iKFnUI.VRlEi. 

Munster. 
County  Kerry. 

Examinutlons  taken  by 
Cusack  Roney,  esq. 
W.R.  Barrett, 'esq.,  st.o. 

County  Infirmary, 
and  Dispensary.  . 


Intern  Patients. 


The  diet  of  the  patients  is  regulated  according  to  a fixed  money  rate,  varying  with  the  con-  Diet, 
dition  as  to  health.  To  those  who  are  placed  on  diet  bid.  per  diem  is  allowed,  to  be 
laid  out  on  bread  4<f.,  milk  l|rf.  Middle  diet  consists  of  fourpence-worth  of  milk  and  two- 
pence-worth  of  bread.  Low  diet  is  composed  of  sixpence-worth  of  milk,  any  thing  extra 
which  may  be  required  is  also  given  without  difficulty. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  vested  in  nine  governors,  of  whom  General  Manage- 
two  act  “ ex  officio,”  namely,  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  the  rector  of  the  parish.  In  ment. 
point  of  fact,  however,  the  direction  of  the  institution  has  been  left  very  much  in  the 
hands  of  the  surgeon,  as  there  has  not  been  a meeting  of  the  governors  since  the  year  1823, 
nor  is  there  any  fixed  period  appointed  for  their  assembling.  As  governors,  they  are  all  pos- 
sessed of  similar  privileges,  and  whenever  they  have  met  minutes  have  been  kept  of  their 
proceedings.  Voting  by  proxy  was  never  permitted. 

There  is  neither  a managing  committee,  nor  any  visiting  governors.  The  grand  jury  ha\-e  Managing 
never  appointed  a board  of  superintendence.  Committee. 


The  non-medical  officers  were  elected  by  the  governors,  and  by  open  voting  without  refe-  Officers  not 
rence  to  reli“-ious  distinctions.  They  are  two  in  number,  namely,  the  secretary  and  the  medical, 
treasurer.  Both  act  without  remuneration,  and  the  latter  has  not  been  required  to  enter  into 
any  security.  He  is,  however,  bound  to  present  his  accounts  periodically  to  the  grand 
jury,  and  to  transmit  them  to  the  Imprest  Office  in  Dublin. 

The  right  of  appointing  the  attendants  is  exercised  by  the  board,  treasurer  or  medical  Attendants, 
attendant.  At  present  there  are  four  servants  in  the  receipt  of  wages  from  the  treasurer, 
namely,  the  matron,  one  nurse-tender,  one  servant  woman  and  one  porter  ; they  are  ail  sup- 
plied with  lodging,  with  the  exception  of  the  porter. 

The  matron  receives  30  guineas  per  annum. 


£.  5. 

The  nurse-tender  8 - 

The  servant  5 15 

Tlie  porter  9 4 


d.  s. 

- per  annum,  and  4 
4 » 4 


d. 

7 per  week. 


There  have  not  occurred  any  deaths  among  them. 

The  medical  attendant  is  in  the  habit  of  pnrehasing  all  the  articles  of  internal  consump- 
tion. In  this  he  is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  treasurer,  who  is  m the  habit  of  examining 
all  his  Touchers,  in  order  to  see  that  tlie  prices  given  correspond  with  the  market  prices  of 
the  day. 

No  rules  or  regulations  whatever  exist  for  the  conduct  of  the  establishment. 


Twice  in  the  year  a report  is  prepared  upon  the  general  affairs.  One  of  tliem  accompa- 
nies the  impressed  account.  The  witnesses  coincide  in  speaking  of  the  utility  to  whicJi  a 
permanent  board  of  health  might  be  applied  if  it  were  made  to  consist  of  the  clergy,  medical 
men,  gentry  and  middle  class  of  farmers.  They  state  that  the  distimt  around  Iralee  con- 
tains a considerable  number  of  active  and  intelligent  individuals  who  would  cheerfully  co- 
operate in  any  investigation  having  for  its  object  the  becommg  acquainted  with  the  wants 
and  actual  condition  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  population. 
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County 

Infirmaries. 

Munster, 
County  Kerry. 

ExaminRtion8  talcen  bj 
Cuaack  Roney,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett,  esq.,M.D 

County  Infirmary. 


Expenditure. 


Accounts. 

County  Limerick. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,M.D. 

County  Infirmary. 
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The  principal  source  of  ineome  is  the  grand  jury  presentment,  increased  materiallv  bv  the 
lines  levied  at  the  petty  sessions.  There  is  bat  one  life  governor  whose  subscription  was  re- 
ceived previous  to  the  last  assizes.  There  are  no  annual  subscribers.  The  followino-  sumci 
were  received  from  the  county  during  the  last  three  years  : «=  ■ 


1831 

1832 

1833 


£■  s.  d. 
400  - - 
450  - - 

500  - - 


The  funds  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  until  required  to  meet  the 
diture. 


current  expen- 


The  entire  of  the  expenditure  is  conducted  by  the  treasurer,  through  whose  hands  all  pav 
ments  are  made.  The  gross  sums  expended  in  the  spring  and  summer  six  months  of  tL 
under-mentioned  years  were — 


Spring 

Summer 


1831 

1832 

£.  if.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- ' - 

192  3 4 

314  - -J 

~ “ 

311  13  SI 

368  17  llj 

1833 

£■  s.  d. 
10.7  4 5 

230  18  10| 


The  accounts  are  periodically  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  grand  jury. 


^ Owing  to  certain  circumstances  over  which  they  had  no  command  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners were  not  able  to  devote  that  degree  of  attention  to  the  medical  charities  of 
Limerick  which  it  would,  under  other  circumstances,  have  been  their  duty  to  do.  Never- 
theless,  they  obtained  a knowledge  of  several  paiticulars  relating  to  those  establishments 
which  had  not  a little  novelty.  For  instance,  in  the  County  Infirmary,  up  to  1832,  there 
had  been  two  physicians,  three  surgeons,  one  apothecary,  the  effort  being  progressive 
on  the  part  of  the  public  to  correct  the  monstrous  abuse  of  permitting  one  man  to  monopolize 
all  the  skill  and  fame  resulting  from  the  whole  public  practice  of  a large  county  and  a populous 
city.  It  would  appear  that  this  charity  had  been  gradually  falling  into  a state  of  nedect  and 
mismanagement  for  a considerable  time.  It  had  lost  its  supporters  and  subscribers.  Even 
Its  purely  medical  concerns  had  ceased  to  be  looked  after  with  that  conscientious  attention 
which  society  had  a right  to  expect  from  the  profession. 


From  the  mformation  received  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  they  had  reason  to 
conclude  that  the  institution,  as  it  now  exists,  has  been  considerably  improved  • it  is  cer- 
tainly to  all  appearances  m a most  creditable  state  at  present,  and  this  improvement  is  owin? 
m a great  measure,  if  not  exclusively,  to  the  activity  and  zeal  of  the  medical  members  ofthi 
committee.  It  is,  however,  necessary  to  observe,  that  as  matters  now  stand  the  whole  mana^e- 
ment  of  rile  affairs  of  the  charity  seems  to  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  two  or  three  of  the 
medical  ofhcers  and  their  brothers  or  immediate  connexions,  who  are  also  of  the  committee, 
ihe  crying  wants  of  the  county  and  of  the  city  of  Limerick  have  far  outgrown,  in  the  wav 
ot  hospital  accommodation,  the  capabilities  of  the  infirmary,  if  they  were  ever  commensurate. 
Ihere  are  now  about  30  patients  m the  house,  20  males  and  10  females  ; but  there  is  room 
tm  30  move  beds,  whilst  the  applications  for  admission  ai-e  quite  overpowering.  The  patient 
(Hussey)  noted  for  admission  on  the  28th  of  August,  has  but  just  arrived  at  the  top  of  tlie 
list  ot  candidates.  He  comes  in  on  the  day  subsequent  to  the  date  of  this  Lcount 
(November  6th).  Yet,  as  stated  m one  of  the  reports,  not  all  who  ought  to  be  provided  with 
hospital  accommodation,  nor  nearly  all,  apply  for  admission,  knowing  the  almost  intermina- 
ble time  that  those  who  do  apply  may  have  to  wait  before  being  received.  When,  in  addition 
tothis-melancholyfact  It  IS  stated  that  typhus  fever  and  all  diseases  reputed  to  be  con- 
tagious  are  utterly  inadmissible,  and  that  a small  hospital  of  30  beds  is  the  only  general 
hospital  for  a population  of  233,600,  besides  one-fourth  of  65,000,  (the  number  of  inhabitants 
m the  city,)  how  pitiable  must  bo  the  state  of  destitution  of  the  sick  poor  of  that  community ! 
Ihe  rules  adopted  for  the  management  of  this  charity,  in  the  month  of  August  of  the  current 
year,  appear  to  have  been  wisely  constructed  in  most  instances  ; but  it  is  rather  remarkable 
that  there  is  nothing  said  as  to  an  airing  ground  for  convalescents,  although  the  hosnital  is 
built  on  a considerable  area.  Ihere  is  in  fact  no  spot  for  the  patients  to  walk  in,  all  the 
space  not  occupied  by  building  being,  as  is  always  the  case,  turned  to  the  private  use  of  the 
resident  officers,  who  in  the  present  establishment  are— 


1st.  The  apothecary,  with  his  wife  and  family. 

2d.  The  matron,  mother  of  the  apothecary. 

There  is  a garden  mid  two  walled  courts  or  yards,  one  of  the  latter  occupied  by  rabbits, 
tne  other  by  fowls.  The  very  unfavourable  influence  which  the  residence  of  married  officers 

witiiin 


• Names  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  Examination  not  stated. 
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■within  the  walls  of  medical  charities  never  fails  to  exercise  upon  their  management,  cannot 
too  strono-ly  be  noticed  nor  too  rigorously  watched,  if  the  source  itself  of  the  evil  cannot  be 
removed. 


* This  institution  is  the  only  medical  and  surgical  hospital  for  the  city  of  Limerick,  with 
the  exception  of  one-fourth  of  the  County  Infirmary,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  have 
access. 

The  oTound  on  which  the  establishment  stands,  and  the  extensive  commodious  stone 
building  of  which  the  hospital  consists,  were  presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Barrington  and  his 
sons  to  file  city  of  Limerick,  and  the  whole  was  erected  into  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
Limerick  Infirmary,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in  1830.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  w'ere  in- 
formed at  the  period  of  their  visit,  that  some  members  of  the  same  family  were  about 
purchakng  several  tenements  contiguous  to  the  hospital,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  its  ac- 
commodation and  having  a free  space  around  it. 

Every  thing  withm  the  house  is  in  excellent  order,  whilst  the  building  is  admirably  con- 
structed for  comfort,  security' and  most  healthful  ventilation.  There  is  an  operating  theatre 
lighted  from  the  roof. 

There  are  at  present  two  physicians  and  three  surgeons  attached  to  this  hospital,  all 
serving  without  salaries.  • 

This  hospital,  compared  with  the  other  city  and  county  hospitals  which  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  have  seen,  presents  some  very  peculiar  and  most  important  features  relating 
to  its  medical  officers. 

1.  The  class  and  number  of  medical  officers  to  be  appointed  to  the  hospital  are  left  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  who  are  authorized  “ to  elect  such  and 
so  many  physicians  and  surgeons  for  the  said  hospital  as  they  may  think  proper.” 

2.  The  medical  officers  are  to  continue  in  office  but  five  years  fi-om  the  date  of  their 
election. 

3.  “ Such  physicians  and  surgeons,  nevertheless,  to  attend  and  serve  at  the  said  hospital 
without  fee,  salai'y  or  reward,  unless  the  committee  shall  be  unable  to  procure  the  attendance 
of  efficient  physicians  and  surgeons  upon  those  terms.” 

4.  “ All  such  elections  shall  be  from  the  members  or  licentiates  of  one  of  the  royal 
colleges  of  physicians,  or  of  chartered  universities,  or  one  of  “the  royal  colleges  of 
surgeons.”  i' 

Here  there  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  striking  at  the  very  root  of  medical  monopoly  in 
hospitals,  and  throwing  open  the  advantages  which  these  institutions  offer  to  the  profession 
at  large  when  the  candidates  are  properly  educated. 

The  prescriptions  are  made  up  and  dispensed  at  the  Limerick  Dispensary. 

Tuesday  is  the  admission  day  for  intern  patients.  Tliere  are  from  20  to  30  applicants 
refused  every  week,  not  so  mucli,  however,  fi-om  want  of  room  as  that  of  means,  for  there  is 
space  for  60  beds,  although  at  the  time  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit  to  the  institu- 
tion there  vvere  ljut  30  patients  in  the  house.  Cases  of  accident  are  never  refused 
admission. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  Report  for  the  eight  months  ending  1st  June 
1834— 

Remaining  in  hospital  on  1st  October  1833,  medical  and  surgical  cases  - 26 


Admitted  from  tliat  period  to  1st  June  1834  -----  336 

Intern  patients  . - - 332 

Discharged  cured  - --  --  --  --  236 

Very  much  relieved  - - - - - - - -69 

Died 25 

Incurable  - --  --  --  --  -3 

Remaining  under  treatment  -------  2!) 

362 


In  addition  to  the  above  numbers  admitted  into  hospital,  patients  have  daily  received 
advice  in  the  surgery,  and  have  had  their  wounds  dressed.  Of  this  class  there  were  relieved 
as  externs  12,245. 

The  committee  of  the  corporation  of  this  charity  hold  meetings  every  15  days.  The  me- 
dical officers  are  not  members. 

The  grand  jury  of  this  city  granted  200?.  last  assizes  in  aid  of  the  charity,  and  the  same 
sum  is  expected  to  be  obtained  half  yearly. 


* Names  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  Examination  not  stated, 
t II  Geo.  IV.  Sess.  1830. 
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County 

IxFlRJlATUES. 

Minister. 
County  Limerick. 

ENaininntions  tak^ii  hy 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.d. 
J.K.  Corrie,  esq.,  si.  n. 

County  and  City  of 
Limerick. 

Banington's 
Hospital  and  City  of 
Limericklnfirmary. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers.. 


Pharmacy. 
Intern  Patients. 


Managing 

Committee. 

Funds  and 
Accounts. 
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County 

Intikmaries. 

MmisU-r. 

County  and  City  of 
Linierick. 

Exaioinatioiis  taken  b’ 
Sit  D.  Barry,  ji.d. 

J.  K.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.c 


Burringlon’s 
Hospital  and  City  oi 
Limerickinfirmary, 


Medical  Instruc- 
tion. 


UUter. 

County  Antrim. 
Antrim  Infirmary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 
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The  following  is  the  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  from  1st  October  1833 
1st  June  1834: — 


- 3 + 


Balance  in  bank  in  October,  per  -> 
account  of  hospital  - - ' 

^ Interest  - 

. Fines  from  sessions  and  maaistratesl 
of  police  - - . 

Donations  and  subscriptions  - 75  : 

['  Government  debt,  yearly,  Decem-T  „ 

, b=r,833  - .j 

, Admission  fees  - - - - 5 

Rent  of  house  in  Mary-street  - 4 


302  - 


EXPENDITURE. 

Salaries  and  wages 
Milk  .... 

J3read  • , _ , 

Coals  and  turf  - 

Potatoes  - - - - 

Beef  - 
Stationery  - 
Carpenters’  work  and  repairs 
Iron  bedsteads  ... 

A mangle  ... 

Lint  - - - - 

Whitewashing  - 
Hardware  ... 
Coffins  .... 

Straw  - 
Splints  - 

Incidental  expenses  - 

Expenditure 
Balance  on  hands 


£.  «. 

142  5 

23  11 

22  1 

18  i8 

7 39 
6 17 

17  13 

10  8 
9 7 
6 - 
5 5 
2 15 


• £.  289  16 
12  4 


Expenditure  and  balance 


- £.  302 


St°abIisCd™'“““’  »f  instruction,  have  been  as  yet 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

WiLLUM  BiMEa,  esq.— WiniiAM  Coulsos,  esq— Rev.  Edward  Coppees Wiliiam  HtrNTpa 

esq.— Rev.  Edward  Leshe.—Johr  Kavbsscropt,  esq.— James  Riciiardsoh,  esq.— James’ 
Watson,  esq. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

Tan  Antrim  Infirmary  was  designed  to  afibrd  medical  assistance  to  the  population  of  the 
enfire  county  of  that  name  but  for  tins  object  its  position  has  been  vmy  injudieiously 
selected  under  many  points  of  view  It  is  situated  in  the  town  of  Lisburn,  at  the  extrem; 
south  frontier,  instead  of  towards  the  middle  of  the  county,  and  it  is  besides  placed  in  the  ' 
midst  of  a single  nobleman  s tenantry,  who  occupy  so  large  a tract  of  country  m-ound  if  (not 
less  than  mile  pa^rishes)  that  they  alone  may  be  said  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  it  was 
intended  should  be  generally  diffused  The  town  of  Lisburn  contains  also  a second  medical 
chanty,  name  y the  Lisburn  Fever  Hospital,  and,  in  addition,  a dispensary  has  been  esta- 
blished at  Hillsboioiigh,  at  a distance  of  less  than  six  miles.  So  far  as  population  generally 
IS  concerned  the  gentlemen  present  are  disposed  to  consider  that  these  afid  similar  inititiitioui 
throughout  the  county  are  favourably  placed,  and  it  is  stated  that  in  no  instance  does  a larve 
mass  of  population  occur  at  an  unreasonable  distance  from  some  source  of  relief  The  most 
sensible  deficiency  IS  the  want  of  funds,  which  is  the  cause  of  several  applications  being 
refused  m the  course  of  the  year  at  the  establishment  at  present  under  conSeration.  It  Is 
suggested  that  m any  new  arrangements  which  may  take  place  it  would  be  better  that  a 
m 'Srrrd  “t  *'“■  *«  treatment  of  fevers  and  accidents  should  be  erected 

f ‘ governors  of  the  Antrim  Infirmary 

tl  ,V  , Tr  ^ S’  ^‘’''7  of  sending  in  patients 

horn  tlieir  neighbourhood.  It  has  been  recently  resolved  that  no  subscriber  Siallffor  the 
I’ecommend  any  one  for  relief,  unless  he  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  county 

The  hospital  IS  a brick  building  three  stories  in  height,  situate  in  Castle-street,  and  with 
houses  contiguous  to  it  on  both  sides.  In  front  and  in  rear  the  ground  has  not  been  built 
on,  and  111  the  lattei  direction  is  a large  return  of  the  same  elevation  as  the  main  building, 
fhe  house  not  haying  been  ongmally  intended  to  serve  as  an  hospital,  does  not  afford  those 
gcilities  for  ventilation,  an  an-angement  so  desirable  wherever  sick  persons  are  congregated. 
But  m spite  of  these  difficulties,  and  notwithstanding  the  want  of  uniform  beds  and  bedding, 
the  medical  superintendent  kas  by  hisjudicious  management  audunremittingattention.brought 
the  wards  to  a state  of  cleanlinep,  wholesomeness  and  actual  comfort  which  is  not  often  met 
with.  On  the  ground  floor,  to  the  street  in  front,  is  a reception-room  for  extern  patients,  a 
dispenspy-room  and  a consultuig-room  for  the  medical  men  adjoining  it,  an  entrance  hall 

and  staircase  and  the  housekeeper  s sitting-room  and  store-room.  On  the  first  floor  are  four 
wards  for  male  patients,  containing  15  beds.  Two  of  those  wards  are  long,  with  a thorough 
draft,  and  contain  each  five  beds;  the  others  are  smaller.  In  the  upper  floor  the  saSe 
arrangements  exist  for  females.  The  back  return  is  divided  through  its  whole  length  by  a 

passage  of  access,  and  on  the  part  to  the  left-hand  a larder,  scullery  and  kitchen.  To  the 

right 
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right  is  the  dining-room  for  convalescents  and  an  excellent  bath-room,  containing  warm,  cold,  County 
vapour  andmedicated  baths.  On  the  first  floor,  to  the  right,  is  the  board-room,  to  the  left,  the  Infirmaries. 

porter’s  room,  housekeeper’s  room  and  bed-room.  On  the  second  floor,  to  the  right,  is  a long  rT/T' 

ward  for  male  patients,  containing  10  beds,  and  on  the  left-hand  side  are  two  small  i-ooms,  ^Antrim 

one  of  which  is  used  as  an  operating-room.  Underneath  the  front  are  cellars  for  coals.  In  Z " 

a yard  to  the  rear  are  a wash-house  and  dr}dng-house,  store-room  for  potatoes  and  a loft  for  Examinations  taken  by 

hay ; also  a cow-house  for  five  cows.  There  is  also  a small  garden  for  convalescents.  The  Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

usual  unifoimity  in  the  details  of  county  infirmaries  is  interrupted  by  some  particulars  in  the  Com^sq.,  m .d. 

history  of  the  present  one,  which  appear  deserving  of  notice.  There  are  some  fields  near  the  p t T f 

town,  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  which  are  actually  hired  and  occupied  by  the  onn  y ^ irmary. 

establishment  as  a small  dairy  farm.  Five  milch  cows  are  kept,  which  afford  an  abundant 

su])ply  of  milk  to  the  patients  and  servants,  besides  a considerable  quantity  of  fresh  butter 

for  sale,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  handed  over  by  the  matron  to  the  treasurer.  The  milk 

prepared  for  the  patients  was  tasted  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  and  appeai'ed  to  be  of 

an  excellent  quality.  The  matron,  who  has  held  her  situation  somewhat  more  than  three 

years,  has  during  that  period  fattened  17  pigs,  three  of  which  remain  still  undisposed  of,  on 

the  produce  of  the  dairy  and  of  the  garden,  and  on  the  garbage  of  the  house.  The  sale  of 

these  animals  produced  a handsome  addition  to  the  funds.  Nothing  can  be  imagined  in  more 

perfect  order  and  neatness  than  her  department  of  the  establishment. 

The  principal  medical  officer  has  been  attached  to  the  institution  since  the  year  1794 ; Medical  Officer, 
previous  to  which  time  he  had  been  surgeon  to  the  Warwickshire  militia.  He  is  an  M.  D. 
of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  a member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 

He  is  engaged  in  private  practice,  and  resides  close  to  the  hospital.  His  periods  of  duty  are 
11  o’clock  daily  for  intern  patients,  and  twice  a week  for  extern  patients.  He  holds  no  other 
appointment,  and  is  obliged  to  demand  leave  when  he  has  occasion  to  be  absent.  He  has 
recently  obtained  the  concurrence  of  the  committee  in  appointing  as  his  assistant  a gentle- 
man who  is  possessed  of  the  same  qualifications  as  himself,  and  to  whom  he  makes  an 
allowance  of  50  Z.  per  annum.  The  apothecary  does  not  reside  in  the  hospital  owing  to  want 
of  proper  accommodation,  but  his  house  is  close  at  hand,  and  he  is  accustomed  to  sit  up  all 
night  after  any  accident  or  operation  of  importance  has  occurred.  He  is  possessed  of  a 
surgeon’s  diploma. 

Tlie  salary  of  the  surgeon  consists  of  89 1.  1 s.  10  d.  from  Government,  to  which  the  county  Payment, 
makes  an  addition  of  92Z.  6s.  2d.;  totallSlZ.  8s.  The  apothecary  receives  29l.  13s.  lOrf. 
per  annum.  Neither  is  allowed  for  house-rent  or  other  expenses. 

Both  of  the  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  governors,  that  is,  by  those  who  contribute  Election, 
three  guineas  a year,  or  give  a life  donation  of  20  guineas  to  the  fmrds  of  the  charity.  There 
has  not  been  an  election  of  surgeon  since  the  year  1794 ; and  at  present  there  is  but  one 
practitioner  in  Lisburn  qualified  to  fill  the  situation. 

The  arrangements  of  the  apothecary’s  shop  were  good,  except  that  the  fittings  were  very  Pharmacy, 
old.  The  medicines  included  everytliing  required  in  practice,  and  were  good  in  their  kind. 

The  surgeon  is  at  liberty  to  procure  whatever  he  thinks  necessary ; and  the  bills  are  dis- 
charged by  the  treasurer,  on  its  being  certified  by  the  former  that  the  articles  have  been 
received.  The  gross  expenditure  for  medicine  in  the  year — 


£.  s.  d. 

1832  was  -------  129  18  8j 

1833  47  3 10  § 

1834  - - - - - - - - 146  15  1^ 


The  shop  is  furnished  with  the  usual  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  and  contains  no  dnigs  except 
those  which  belong  to  the  institution.  The  stock  of  surgical  instruments  is  altogether  in- 
adequate to  the  wants  of  the  charity,  and  the  medical  men  are  in  consequence  obliged  to 
have  recouse  to  their  own.  No  niles  have  been  established  with  respect  to  the  practice  of 
vaccination,  but  it  has  been  the  habit  to  vaccinate  gratuitously  all  persons  making  applica- 
tion. The  results,  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  operation,  have  been  very  favourable,  and  the 
public  place  much  confidence  in  its  utility.  Small-pock  has  ceased  to  be  frequent ; the 
medical  .men  declare  themselves  averse  from  using  variolous  matter  for  inoculation. 

' The  registration  of  the  intern  patients  is  conducted  with  much  accuracy ; it  distinguishes  Patients’  fiogis- 
the  name,  residence  and  date  of  admission,  together  with  the  natm-e  of  the  disease  of  each  tration. 
patient,  and  the  date  of  his  final  discharge.  The  name  of  the  recommending  governor  is 
also  given.  A statement  of  the  numbers  who  have  been  treated  is  annually  laid  before  the 
grand  jury,  and  the  following  abstract  will  show  the  entire  amount  of  relief  granted  during 
feach  of  the  last  three  years. 

Patients  treated  in  the  year  ending 

January  5th  1832  - - - 

1833  - 

18.34  - 

On  the  day  that  the  Assistant  Commissioner  visited  the  hospital  it  did  not  contain  more  than 
36  patients;  but  it  was  explained  that  this  occurred  not  from  want  of  room,  but  from  the 
inadequacy  of  the  funds  to  maintain  a larger  number.  The  register  of  the  out-patients  is 
a document  kept  separately  from  the  other.  It  is  accurate  as  to  the  numbers  treated,  but 
cannot  be  relied  on  as  supplying  information  relative  to  the  termination  of  diseases.  With 
respect  to  the  instances  in  which  applications  for  relief  have  been  refused,  it  is  necessary  to 
lemark  that  the  statement  applies  solely  to  intern  patients. 
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Interns.  Extems. 

339  1,366 

292  - 1,624 

234  1,596 
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No  person  is  entitled  to  demand  relief  unless  he  have  provided  himself  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  a subscriber.  This  condition  is  not  productive  of  any  obstacle,  as,  althougli 
the  governors  are  limited  in  the  number  of  tickets  which  they  may  issue,  yet  the  number  is 
abundantly  sufficient  for  the  district,  and  no  person  is  likely  to  be  unable  to  procure  one  • on 
the  contrary,  there  is  some  ground  for  supposing  that  not  a few  individuals  contrive  to  partici- 
pate in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  whose  circumstances  by  no  means  give  them  a just  claim 
to  gratuitous  relief. 

The  aid  afforded  to  extern  patients  does  not  go  beyond  the  supplying  them  with  advice 
and  medicine.  At  Lisburn,  as  at  other  towns  containing  county  infirmaries,  there  is  little  or 
no  attendance  on  the  sick  poor  at  their  own  homes.  Lying-in  cases  are  never  attended. 
The  women  of  the  poorer  classes  are  obliged  to  avail  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  mid- 
wives, through  whom,  and  through  practitioners  of  an  inferior  grade,  a great  deal  of  mischief 
has  frequently  occurred. 

The  general  conditions  for  obtaining  admission  are  the  same  as  those  exacted  from  appli- 
cants for  external  aid,  but  it  is  attended  with  much  more  difficulty  owiirg  to  the  want  of 
room.  The  friends  of  the  intern  patients  are  admitted  to  visit  them  on  ^ndays  and  Tues- 
days ; and  they  ai’e  sometimes  allowed  to  go  out  on  obtaining  express  permission  to  do  so. 
They  are  never  required  to  engage  in  any  manual  labour  beyond  the  rendering  occasional 
assistance  to  the  nurses  and  others  in  the  domestic  services  of  the  establishment.  Chaplains 
are  not  attached  to  the  institution ; but  it  has  been  the  custom  to  circulate  controversial 
tracts  through  the  wards,  and  extracts  from  the  bible,  pasted  on  boards,  are  hung  up  in 
different  places.  It  is,  however,  stated  that  the  clergy  of  ail  persuasions  are  at  liberty  to 
visit  the  inmates  whenever  they  please  ; and  it  is  also  said  that  neither  clergy  or  laity  hare 
exercised  any  improper  inteiTerence  with  the  patients  during  their  periods  of  stay  in  the 
hospital.  The  cases  of  lunacy  which  present  themselves  are  always  sent  to  the  Lunatic 
Asylum  at  Belfast.  No  instance  of  cholera  occurred  in  the  house  during  the  prevalence  of 
that  epidemic. 

The  following  written  table  regulates  the  diet: — “ Beef  and  broth  on  Sundays  and 
Thursdays ; milk  tlie  rest  of  the  week  ; stirabout  and  milk  for  breakfast  and  supper  every 
day,  except  ordered  otherwise  by  the  surgeon.”  Any  thing  extra  which  the  circumstances 
of  a patient  may  render  necessary  or  advisable  is  given,  when  prescribed  by  the  medical 
attendant. 

The  hospital  does  not  supply  clothing,  nor  are  there  any  arrangements  for  purifying  the 
clothes  of  the  patients. 

The  general  management,  fi-oin  which  the  medical  and  salaried  officers  are  altogether  ex- 
cluded rests  in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  who  hold  a meeting  every  quarter,  at  which  five 
constitute  a quorum,  and  voting  by  proxy  is  not  allowed.  Minutes  are  always  kept  of  the 
proceedings. 

A managing  committee  was  formerly  selected,  but  of  the  members  who  were  appointed 
.only  one,  a clergyman,  continues  to  devote  any  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  charity.  This 
gentleman  is  accustomed  with  the  knowledge  of  the  governors,  to  go  through  the  wards  every 
week,  and  to  note  his  observations  in  a book  kept  for  the  purpose. 

The  non-medical  officers  are  the  ffeasurer  and  his  clerk.  The  former  receives  no  remune- 
ration for  his  services,  but  the  latter  is  allowed  12  Z.  12s.  per  annum.  No  collector  has  eve 
been  appointed,  and  great  irregularity  prevails  in  the  collection  of  subscriptions.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  two  and  three  years  remain  unpaid  by  the  same  individual.  The  non-medical 
officers  are  elected  by  a system  of  open  voting,  and^without  reference  to  sectarian  distinctions. 
The  duties  of  auditors  ai’e  performed  by  the  governors  at  their  quarterly  meetings,  when  they 
examine  and  settle  the  accounts. 

The  housekeeper,  who  is  provided  with  board  and  lodging,  receives  22 1.  per  annum.  Four 
female  servants  receive  each  1 Z.  1 s.  per  quarter,  and  10  d.  per  week,  besides  a loaf  of  bread 
costing  ninepence.  One  porter  receives  9 Z.  9 s.  per  annum,  and  is  allowed  one  pair  of 
shoes. 

In  the  present  year  no  other  article  has  been  contracted  for  excepting  beef,  which  is  sup- 
plied at  5 d.  per  pound. 

A report  is  prepared  at  the  termination  of  the  year  relating  to  the  general  affairs  of  the 
establishment,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  the  means  of  affording  medical  relief  to 
the  labouring  classes.  It  has  not  been  usual  to  print  these  reports,  but  copies  of  them  are 
always  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  tlie  members  of  the  grand  jury.  There  are  but  few  ob- 
stacles to  the  becoming  acquainted  with  the  wants'of  the  poor  in  this  district,  which  contains  a 
considerable  number  of  individuals  both  able  and  willing  to  take  a part  in  a minute  investi- 
gation into  their  real  condition. 

The  only  fixed  source  of  income  which  the  charity  possesses,  is  the  interest  on  300  Z.  Irish, 
vested  in  the  3 J per  cents.  There  is  also  an  annuity  of  20  Z.  Irish,  but  the  payment  of  it  has 
been  recently  contested.  Its  main  dependence  is  on  the  grants  annually  presented  by  the 
grand  jury,  on  a sum  allowed  by  the  government,  (which  goes  to  meet  the  salary  of  the  sur- 
geon), and  on  the  subscriptions  and  donations  of  private  individuals ; a considerable  sum  is  also 
annually  derived  from  the  profit  remaining  after  the  sale  and  consumption  of  the  animals 
kept  by  the  matron,  and  to  which  reference  has  been  already  made.  A table  is  given  of  the 
several  sources  of  income  in  the  year  ending  January  5th  1832. 

Balance 
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Balance  in  hands  ------ 

County  Presentment  ------ 

Marqnis  of  Hertford’s  annual  donation  - - - 

Rev.  James  A^ar,  as  governor  for  life  - - - 

Annual  subscriptions  ------ 

Annual  Parliamentary  grant  - - - - 

Donation  from  Glasgow  Apothecaries’  Company 
Fines  inflicted  at  petty  sessions  - - - - 

Two  years’  interest  on  300  1.  Irish,  new  4 per  cents.  - 
Cows,  pigs,  butter,  manure,  sold  - - - - 


£.  5.  d. 

84  5 9^ 

461  10  10 
46  3 1 

21  - - 
25  4 - 

89  10  9 

1 11  - 
39  13  11 
22  1 - 
34  17  7 


£825  17  Hi 


£.  s.  d. 

The  gross  income  of  1832  was  -----  641  2 9^ 

„ „ 1833  808  13  10 

The  funds  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  until  wanted.  The  title  deeds  are  kept  by 
the  housekeeper.  Neither  of  these  persons  have  been  required  to  enter  into  security. 

The  following  is  the  debtor  side  of  the  accounts  for  the  year  ending  January  5th  1832  : 


£.  s.  d. 

' For  provisions  - --  --  --  - 247  17  6J 

Cattle  and  provender  -------  103  3 9 

Coals - . - . 27  - - 

Soap  and  candles  - - - - - - " 12  16  9 

Rent - 2 13  11 

Medicines  - --  --  --  --  129  18  8| 

Wine  and  spirits  - --  --  --  - 73  Hi 

Furniture  and  repairs  - - - - . - - - 50  14  - 

Wages  and  allowances  -------  181  12  2 

Contingencies  - - - " " ■■  " “ 27  62 


Balance  in  hands,  January  5, 1832 


£825  17  11 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  years  ending  J anuaiy  5th  was  in 

£.  s.  d. 

1833  - --  --  - 641  2 9i 

1834  - - - - - - - - - - 808  13  10 

The  accounts  of  income  and  expenditm-e  are  made  up  quarterly  for  the  governors,  half- 
yearly  for  the  grand  jury,  and  at  the  tennination  of  the  year  for  the  Imprest  Office  in 
Dublin.  r • - 1 

Two  students  are  at  present  in  attendance  on  the  practice  of  the  surgeon,  who  is  in  the 
habit  of  dehvering  clinical  observations  for  their  instruction.  Examinations  of  the  bodies  of 
•the  patients  who  die  in  the  hospital  are  seldom  omitted,  and  hitherto  but  little  opposition  has 
been  experienced  from  the  surviving  friends. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  Dr.  Blacker.— Rev.  James  Jones.— Rev.  Cornelius  Lyne,  curate  of  Grange.— Rev.  Coxly 
Mangan,  curate  of  Armagh. — The  Medical  Attendant.— The  Apothecary  and  Register. 

This  infirmary  is  intended  for  the  whole  county  of  Armagh,  but  there  are  several  other 
medical  institutions  within  a radius  of  six  miles  round  the  town  in  which  it  is  situated  ; viz., 
the  Armagh  Fever  and  Cholera  Hospitals,  and  the  Dispensaries  of  Keady,  Markethill, 
Watertown,  Loughgall,  Richhill  andBenburb.  These  several  charities  are  neither  too  nume- 
rous, nor  ineligibly  placed  as  regai'ds  population,  and  it  is  thought  by  the  gentlemen  present 
that  no  one  medical  man  can  be  expected  to  extend  adequa,te  attention  to  a greater  distance 
than  six  miles.  It  is  also  suggested  that  some  accommodation  for  cases  of  fever  and  accident 
should  be  attached  to  all  county  dispensaries.  The  infirmary  at  present  under  consideration 
has  connected  w'ith  it  a branch  for  the  supplying  of  external  relief,  hut  the  surgeon  has  not 
been  accustomed  to  visit  the  sick  at  their  own  homes,  and  this  deficiency  has  at  length 
made  itself  so  sensibly  felt,  that  a dispensary  to  supply  the  want  has  been  set  on  toot  by  a 

number  of  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  country  parts  of  the  parish  of  Armagh. 

The  hospital  is  a well  and  strongly  constructed  erection,  of  three  stories  m height,  including 
the  basement.  It  is  held  from  Mr.  Whalley  at  an  annual  rent  of  10/.  3s. ; but  no  mtorma- 
tion  could  be  obtained  as  to  the  title  deeds.  On  the  basement  story  are,  tor  the  mtirmaiy, 
a.  kitchen,  housekeeper’s  pantry,  potato  and  meal  store,  matron’s^  sitting-room,  washho^e 
and  scullery ; for  the  surgeon,  butler’s  pantry,  two  other  pantries,  kitchen  and  scullery.  Un 
the  first  floor,  for  infirmary,  a female  ward  for  12  beds,  a new  ward -empty,  from  detect  ot 
funds,  but  capable  of  containing  six  or  eight  beds,  and  a surgery ; for  the  surgeon,  study, 
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drawing-room  and  board-room.  On  the  second  floor  are,  for  infirmary,  men’s  ward  containing 
13  beds,  a second  men’s  ward  containing  eight  beds,  nurse’s  room,  and  matron’s  sleeping 
room  ; for  the  surgeon,  five  bed-rooms  and  a garret  containing  two  rooms.  The  out-buildings 
for  the  use  of  the  charity  consist  of  a dead  house,  barn  and  straw-house,  coal-house  and 
shed  for  carts ; for  the  use  of  the  surgeon,  there  are  a turf-house,  old  and  new,  stables, 
cowhouse  and  piggeries.  With  respect  to  the  land  belonging  to  the  establishment,  tliere 
is  a kitchen  garden  for  the  purposes  of  the  hospital,  and  a walled  garden,  and  upwards  of 
three  acres  of  land  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  surgeon.  At  the  date  of  this  evidence  tliere 
were  but  32  patients  in  the  house,  20  males  and  12  females,  and  . with  the  exception  of 
seven,  they  were  all  found  in  bed  at  the  hour  of  one  in  the  afternoon.  The  wards  (three 
only  occupied)  were  clean,  lofty  and  well  ventilated,  and  every  thing  looked  neat  and 
orderly,  nevertheless  it  caimot  be  denied  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  placed  some 
of  the  patients  in  the  wards  on  the  ground  floor,  which  is  allowed  to  remain  unoccupied. 
The  surgeon’s  apartments  (including  the  board-room  which  he  also  uses)  occupy  five-twelfths 
of  the  whole  house,  and  the  land  has  been  entirely  surrendered  to  his  benefit  by  an  express 
resolution  of  the  board,  “ so  long  as  he  shall  hold  the  same  in  his  own  hands.” 

Notwithstanding  the  elevated  situation  of  the  hospital  and  the  loftiness  of  its  wards,  it 
has  been  twice  severely  infested  with  malignant  erysipelas,  viz.,  in  1823  and  again  in  1826, 
which,  after  destroying  in  the  latter  year  all  whom  it  attacked,  could  only  be  arrested  by  the 
total  evacuation  of  the  building,  and  the  burning  of  the  bedding  and  clothes. 

The  medical  attendant  is  a graduate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  a 
doctor  of  medicine.  He  is  likewise  in  possession  of  a certificate  entitling  him  to  practice 
midwifery.  He  has  been,  attached  to  the  charity  since  the  year  1827,  previous  to  which 
time  he  had  been  surgeon  to  the  County  of  Leitrim  Infirmary.  He  is  engaged  in  private 
practice.  As  to  his  duties,  it  is  a rule  that  he  shall  not  be  abspt  for  more  than  four  days 
at  a time  without  informing  the  governors,  but  at  the  same  time,  it  is  stated  that  he  is  always 
in  attendance,  and  that  his  duty  has  never  been  performed  by  proxy.  The  apothecary,  by 
whom  the  medicines  are  dispensed,  is  a licentiate  of  the  Dublin  Apothecaries’  Hall,  and  a 
licentiate  of  the  King’s  and  Queen’s  College  of  Physicians  in  the  same  city.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  London  College  of  Surgeons. 

The  surgeon  receives  an  allowance  of  89 1.  1 s.  10  d.  from  the  Govermennt,  and  is  paid  an 
annual  sum  of  50 1.  from  the  general  funds  of  the  charity,  in  consideration  of  his  attendance 
on  out  patients.  The  apothecary  receives  30  Irish,  and  is  further  allowed  20  Z.  of  the 
same  currency  for  discharging  the  duties  of  registrar.  The  amovmt  of  payments  to  botli 
officers  is  completely  within  the  control  of  the  grand  jury,  who  have  it  in  their  power  at 
any  time  to  diminish  their  ordinary  grant. 

The  right  of  appointing  the  medical  officers  belongs  to  the  governors,  subject  to  the 
possession  of  certain  qualifications  on  the  part  of  the  candidates  for  the  offices,  and  the 
giving  due  notice  in  the  public  journals  of  the  intention  to  proceed  to  an  appointment. 
Although  there  are  eight  or  ten  medical  men  resident  in  the  town  of  Armagh,  which  affords 
abundant  scope  for  the  obtaining  an  independence,  without  the  support  of  a salary  from  a 
public  institution,  yet  none  of  them  are  legally  entitled  to  fill  the  situations  in  question. 

Tlie  dispensing  room  is  neatly  and  conveniently  contrived,  and  contains  a good  supply  of 
excellent  medicine,  including  many  of  the  more  delicate  preparations.  They  are  all  exclu- 
sively designed  for  the  uses  of  the  establishment,  as  the  surgeon  does  not  practice  as  an 
apothecary.  Boileau  & George,  of  Dublin,  supply  all  the  drugs  that  are  requii-ed,  and  their 
accounts  are  paid  by  the  treasurer.  The  cost  of  medicines  for  the  three  last  years  w-as  as 
follows : ■ E e 


1832  - - - - - - - - 78  16  2 1 

1833  - 104  7 9 

1834  - - - - - - - - 85  19  3 


There  is  a stock  of  surgical  instruments,  which  are  represented  by  the  surgeon  to  be 
sufficient,  and  of  which  a list  was  furnished  to  the  Assistant  Comrnissioners.  These  instru- 
ments are  occasionally  used  in  private  practice,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  stomach-pump, 
none  of  them  are  ever  lent.  Leeches  are  sometimes  adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  infirmary, 
and  they  are  purchased  in  small  quantities,  as  required.  Arrangements  have  been  esta- 
blished for  the  facilitating  vaccination,  and  the  surgeon  is  bound  to  vaccinate  all  applicants. 
He  states  that  his  experience  is  in  favour  of  the  utility  of  the  practice,  and  the.  public 
reposes  much  confidence  in  its  preservative  efficacy.  Small-pock  has  become  frequent 
during  the  last  three  years,  but  the  surgeon  declares  strongly  against  inoculation  with 
variolous  matter. 

The  registration  of  intern  and  extern  patients  is  conducted  separately.  With  respect  to 
the  former  class,  it  embraces  the  number  admitted,  the  date  of  admission,  the  names  and 
age  of  each  patient,  and  the  name  of  the  recommender,  together  with  the  name  of  the  pro- 
prietor from  whose  estate  the  sick  person  comes.  It  also  gives  the  nature  of  the  diseases 
treated,  the  numbers  cured,  relieved,  and  of  deaths;  also  the  uuriiber  of  days  which  eaci 
patient  remains  in  hospital,  and  the  date  of  discharge.  The  register  of  extern  patients  is 
confined  to  the  date  on  which  treatment  commences,  name  of  the  recommending  governor, 
and  the  number  which  he  had  previously  recommended.  Each  patient  brings  with 
ticket,  which  is  filed,  and  on  which  are  stated  his  age  and  disease.  These  tickets  are  ai 
on  the  table  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  who  receive 
medical  assistance  in  those  years : — gg2 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  IN  IRELAND. 


381 


Appendix  (B.) 


1832 

1833 

1834 


INTERNS. 

388 

438 

482 


EXTERNS. 

2,657 

2,289 

2,682 


On  the  day  that  the  Asgistant  Commissioners  visited  the  hospital  it  contained,  as  already 

intimated,  32  intern  patients. 

Each  subscriber  has  the  privilege  of  issuing  an  unlimited  number  of  tickets  entitling  the 
hearer  to  receive  relief  at  the  hospital,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant 
whether  it  be  a proper  case  for  admission.  Although  the  condition  of  being  provided  with 
a recommendation  is  never  dispensed  with,  it  has  not  been  found  sufficient  to  prevent  many 
persons  from  obtaining  assistance  in  advice  and  medicine  who  are  by  no  means  in  circum- 
stances to  render  them  ftt  objects  for  the  benefits  of  the  charity. 

The  aid  afforded  to  extern  patients  is  limited  to  what  they  receive  at  the  dispensary,  as 
none  of  the  sick  poor  are  visited  at  their  dwellings.  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  between  the, 
hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  are  the  periods  for  prescribing  for  the  poor  at  the  dispensarj', 
and  no  prescriptions  are  there  compounded  except  those  of  the  attending  medical  man. 
The  lyinVin  women  of  the  labouring  classes  are  principally  attended  by  midwives,  who  are 
said  to  possess  but  little  skill,  and  to  be  the  cause  of  frequent  mischief. 

It  seldom  happens  that  there  is  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  admission,  after  which 
patients  are  not  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  institution  until  their  final  dis- 
charge. Their  friends  are  permitted  to  visit  them  on  Thursdays,  pd  when  danger  is  present 
a friend  or  relation  is  sometimes  requested  to  remain  altogether  in  the  house.  No  kind  of 
labour  is  demanded  fi-om  the  interns  at  any  time,  further  than  cleaning  the  w^ds  and 
rendering  assistance  to  the  nurses.  Chaplains  have  not  been  formally  attached  to  the 
establishment,  hut  it  is  considered  that  the  clergy  of  all  sects  have  a right  of  free  approach 
to  the  patients  of  their  respective  creeds.  It  is  also  stated  by  the  witnesses  that  there  has  never 
been  any  instance  of  improper  interference  with  the  religious  opinions  of  the  inmates,  but 
they  add  that  controversial  tracts  have  been  circulated  in  the  wards ; and  that  the  curate  of 
Armao-h  has  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  on  one  day  in  each  week  for  the  purpose  of 
reading  prayers  in  the  open  wards.  The  house  does  not  contain  a ward  for  the  reception  of 
lunatics,  nor  did  any  case  of  cholera  occur  in  it  during  the  existence  of  that  distemper. 

Two  very  remarkable  circumstances  appeared  in  the  course  of  an  examination  into  the 
diet-rolls  and  provision  accounts  of  the  hospital ; 1st.  The  very  striking  excess  of  the  low  diets 
over  the  full  diets  (the  only  other  variety  allowed  by  the  dietary  adopted  m the  institution), _ as 
compared  with  the  diet-rolls  of  the  early  part  of  1832 ; 2d.  The  large  and  increasing  portion 
which  milk  has  formed  from  that  period  to  the  present,  both  of  full  and  low  diets,  but  parti 
cularly  of  the  latter.  The  new  milk  is  paid  for  from  the  funds  of  the  Infirmary  at  the  i-ate 
of  2 (f.  per  Irish  quart.  The  same  article  is  supplied  to  the  Annagh  Fever  Hospital  for 
Ud.  per  quart.  The  medical  attendant  of  the  Infirmary  supplies  all  the  milk  required,  and 
receives  the  amount  from  the  treasurer  through  the  hands  of  the  matron,  giving  his  receipt 
as  a voucher  for  that  disbursement.  He  is  in  fact  the  contractor  for  that  article.  However 
liberally  and  honourably  this  contract  for  milk  maybe  discharged,  and  it  is  not  meant  to 
convey  any  insinuation  to  the  contraiy,  still  the  principle  of  the  transaction  is  highly 
objectionable,  coupled  as  it  is  with  some  circumstances  peculiar  to  the  case,  bucli  are  the 
following : he,  the  medical  attendant,  framed  the  dietary  of  the  hospital,  and  proposed  it  for 
adoption  to  the  governors,  by  whom,  accordingly,  it  was  adopted  in  the  year  1831;  he 
orders  and  regulates  all  extra  allowances  of  milk  to  the  patients ; lie  holds  m his  possession, 
and  cultivates  for  his  own  profit,  all  the  land  belonging  to  the  Infirmary.  It  is,  m short,  ms 
interest  to  augment  the  consumption  of  an  article  of  diet,  which  he  almie  can  order  to  be 
given  to  the  sick,  and  in  any  quantity  he  may  choose  to  sanction.  This  is  a position  m 
which  the  chief  medical  officer  of  a public  chaiity  never  ought  to  have  been  permitted  to 
place  himself.  , a a ,i  ^ 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  chanty  is  conducted  by  the  governors  at 
their  general  meetings,  which  have  been  held  once  during  each  of  the  last  three  years.  At 
these  assemblies  five  constitute  a quorum,  and  all  governors  enjoy  a similar  right  of  voting. 
Minutes  have  been  always  kept  of  the  business  transacted.  Ajvery  large  share  of  the 
principal  direction  has  been  allowed  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

There  is  a managing  committee  constituted  of  all  the  governors  who  happen  to  reside 
ivithin  the  boundanes  of  the  old  corporation,  but  it  never  discharges  any  duties. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  gentleinan  wdio  acts  as  treasurer,  and  takes  care  of 

the  funds.  He  has  not  been  called  on  to  enter  into  ^y  security. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  attendants,  and  their  cost  to  the  charity  : 

Matron  - £.31  10  - per  annum,  coals,  candles  and  apartments. 

Porter  - - 18  9 3 per  annum,  coals  and  dwelling-house. 

Cook  - - - 5 5 - per  annum. 

Male  nurse  - 5 5 - and  extra  guinea  for  good  conduct,  and  diet,  coals,  can- 

dles and  apartment. 

Female  nurse,  same  allowance. 

Assistant  ditto  4 4 - diet,  coals,  candles  and  lodging. 

The  diet  allowed  to  the  above  servants  is  always  entered  on  the  weekly  diet-roll. 

The  only  articles  contracted  for  are — beef,  at  4ci.  per  lb.;  bread,  l|rf.  per  lb.;  mil', 
(sweet)  2ri.  per  quart;  buttennilk,  \ d.  per  quart;  potatoes.  Is.  9d.  per  cwt. 

The  connexion  of  the  medical  attendant  with  the  contract  for  milk  has  been  alrea  y 
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mentioned.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  also  informed  by  the  porter  that  the  brother 
of  the  surgeon  was  the  person  who  had  contracted  for  the  supply  of  potatoes,  which  he  gave 
at  the  same  price  as  they  were  supplied  to  the  gaol. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Infirmary  exhibit  some  remarkable  facts.  It  appears  that 
although  the  annual  county  grants  have  risen  during  the  last  three  years  from  400  Z.  for 
1831  to  500Z.  for  1833,  and  the  annual  subscriptions  from  92Z.  to  131  Z.,  and  although 
during  the  same  period  183  Z.  have  been  expended  upon  building  and  repairs,  86  Z.  11$. 
upon  new  articles  of  furniture  and  repairs  of  old,  yet  one  large  ward  has  been  suffered  to 
remain  unoccupied  from  want  of  furniture.  The  building  erected  in  1831  and  1832,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  was  not  directly  connected  with  the  accommodation  of  the  patients,  thouo-h 
it  cost  154Z.  10s.  lO^Z.  and  left  the  institution  in  debt  170  Z.  for  which  interest  has  been  p5d 
to  the  amount  of  55  Z.  “ Contingent  expenses,”  also,  it  will  be  seen,  form  a very  large  item 
being  59  Z.  in  1831,  and  122  Z.  in  1834.  The  average  expense  of  one  patient,  for  one  day,  for 
provisions  alone  is  bl  d.  and  a fraction,  or  The  averse  expense  of  one  patient  for 

one  day,  including  salaries,  medicine,  fuel,  provisions,  &c.,  is  Is.  But  taking  the 

number  of  patients  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  year  1833  to  be  514,  as  returned  and 
the  number  of  diets  issued  during  the  same  time,  13,515,  as  also  returned,  it  will  appear  that 
each  patient  consumed  26 diets,  and  cost  each  no  deduction  being  made  from 

the  total  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  the  Infirmary  for  that  year,  viz.,  1,048/.  is.  it/.* 

If  the  average  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  infirmary  during  the  last  three  years,  (viz. 
486)  and  the  average  expenditure  from  the  funds  for  the  same  time  (1,047/.  14s.  dd.)  be 
taken,  the  expense  of  each  patient  will  be  found  to  have  reached  the  sum  of  2/.  8 s.  ^d.  It 
may  he  observed,  that  some  of  the  items  charged  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  are  cer- 
tainly higher  than  strict  hospital  economy  would  authorize. 

The  fixed  property  of  the  charity  is  limited  to  1,000  Z.  bank  stock,  which  yields  a variable 
interest  of  about  69/.  15  s.  8 tZ.  The  other  sources  of  income  are  best  shown  by  a copy  of 
the  treasurer’s  receipts  for  the  year  1831 : 


Dividend  on  1,000  Z.  bank  stock 
Annua  Isubscriptions  for  the  year  1832  - 
Arrears  of  ditto  for  the  year  1831  - 
Parliamentary  grant  - - - - 

Grand  j ury  presentments  - _ _ 

Donation  from  Bishop  Sterne’s  charity  - 
Ditto  Boileau  and  George 

Amount  of  fines  from  petty  sessions 
Ditto  ^ trusses  sold  - - - - 

Fine  paid  through.  H.  Barton,  Esq. 

Life  subscription  fi’om  Miss  M’Gough 
Entry  omitted  last  year  - - - 

Balance  against  the  institution 


£.  s.  d. 
77  10  10 
92  8 - 

15  16  - 

89  1 10 

400  - 

92  6 2 

2 2- 
87  15  6 

3 10  6 

6 - - 
21  - - 
- 10  - 
170  2 4| 


The  total  receipts  in  1832  amounted  to  - _ _ ij038  i i 

Ditto  ditto  1833  „ - _ _ _ i^048  1 1 

The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  are  allowed  to  remain  in  his  hands  until 
'wanted.  The  debenture  of  the  bank  stock  is  in  the  possession  of  the  agent  to  the  primate. 

The  following  abstract  of  expenditure  for  the  year  1832  shows  the  principal  heads  of 
outlay. 


Balance  due  last  settlement  - 
Provisions,  exclusive  of  wine,  &c.  - 

Wine,  spirits  and  malt  liquors 
Medicines  - - - - _ 

Fuel,  soap,  candles,  &c. 

New  furniture  - - - - 

Repairs  on  building  - - _ 

Rent,  half  year  - - - _ 

Taxes  ------ 

Salaries  - - - - - 

Contingent  expenses  - - _ 


£.  s.  d. 

170  2 4| 

- 315  17  2 

4 14  5 

99  12  5 

77  16  1| 

17  4 2 

36  8 6 

5 10 

6 7 5^ 

254  8 8 

50  18  2| 


£.  1,034  11  1 


s.  u. 

The  total  expenditure  in  the  year  1831  was  - - _ i,057  2 2i 

Ditto  ditto  1833  „ - - - i,048  1 1~ 

All  hills  are  examined  by  the  treasurer  from  time  to  time,  and  are  annually  submitted  to 
the  inspection  of  the  governors. 

The  treasurer’s  books  are  subject  to  be  periodically  called  for  by  the  grand  jury. 

* The  expense  of  the  medicine  given  to  the  out-patient,  calculated  at  one  half  of  the  charge  for 
medicine  for  the  year,  or  412/.  los.  ought  perhaps  to  be  deducted  from  the  general  expenditure  in  making 
this  calculauoti. 
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Pe7'sons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Tlie  Bishop  of  Kilmore.— Major  Burrows.— William  Burrows,  esq.— W.  H.  Kreuse,  esq.— 
George  L’Estraitge,  esq.  — Samuel  Moore,  esq.  — Rev.  Mr.  Roberts.  — The  Medical 
Attendant. 


County 

Ini-iumauies. 

Uhier. 

County  Cavan. 


The  Cavan  Infirmary  is  the  only  asylum  for  general  diseases  not  contagious  tvithin  the  Examu^tions  taken  by 
county  of  that  name.  It  is  intended  more  especially  for  the  reception  of  acute  disorders, 

and  patients  labouring  under  accidents  or  surgical  diseases  have  always  a preference.  Thei-e  

are  several  other  medical  charities  within  six  miles  of  the  present,  such  as  the  Cavan  Couuty  Infirmary. 

Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensaiy  and  the  Stradone,  Crosdoney  and  Ballymaght  Dispensaries.  

These  latter  charities,  from  the  exclusive  nature  with  respect  to  disease  of  this  institution,  popijiaticn  and 
were  much  demandpd  ; in  the  opinion  however  of  the  Bishop  of  Kilmore,  they  are  too  nurae-  of  Country, 

rous  in  the  county.  There  is  no  example  known  of  a dispensary  being  placed  m a loca- 
lity not  containing  any  population.  There  is  also  a private  dispensary  at  Farnham ; but 
the  moral  agent  of  Lord  Farnham  refused  to  permit  the  Assistant  Commissioners  to 
inspect  it.  fhe  want  of  local  or  district  hospitals  has  made  itself  severely  felt  on  several 
occasions,  and  the  gentlemen  present  express  a desire  that  such  could  he  introduced  more 
generally.  It  is  thought  that  a district  of  three_  or  four  miles’  radius  is  as  much  as  one 
medical  man  can  be  expected  to  attend  to,  that  is  if  it  be  designed  that  he  shall  visit  the 
sick  at  their  own  dwellings,  with  a rural  population  located  as  that  of  the  comity  Cavan. 

The  hospital  is  three  stories  in  height,  and  is  capable  of  containing  with  ease  34  beds  ; Building,  Furniture 
that  number  is  now  actually  accommodated  in  the  wards,  namely,  24  males  and  10  females,  and  Grounds. 

The  ceilings  of  some  of  the  wards  are  too  low,  and  though  there  is  a thorough  ventilation 
when  the  windows  are  open,  the  volume  of  air  is  at  other  times  too  small.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  sewerage  is  not  good.  There  is  no  garden.  There  is  no  other  out-office 
than  a turf-house  in  good  repair!’  Notwithstanding  certain  disadvantages,  nothing  can 
exceed  the  cleanliness  and  order  in  which  the  whole  house  is  kept.  Hospital  gangrene 
showed  itself  in  two  small  wards  in  the  centre  of  the  building  in  the  year  1829;  but  these  have 
been  since  enlarged,  and  an  addition  has  been  made  to  tlie  building,  which,  when  completed, 
i^ill  afford  accommodation  to  16  beds,  and  will  bring  the  total  number  of  beds  to  50. 

The  surgeon  is  the  sole  medical  officer  attached  to  the  charity  ; he  is  a Doctor  of  Medi-  MeiUcal  Officer, 
cine  and  a'member  of  the  Royal'College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.  He  is  also  possessed  of  the 
diploma  of  licentiate  apothecary.  He  was  appointed  to  the  situation  in  the  year  1 81 6 and  resides 
close  to  the  institution.  In  addition  to  his  private  practice  he  is  also  surgeon  to  the  gaol. 

Tlie  duties  of  the  infirmary  require  his  attendance  in  the  wards  every  morning  at  eight 
o’clock,  and  he  has  never  availed  himself  of  the  assistance  of  a substitute.  Medicines  are 
made  up  and  dispensed  by  him  alone. 

He  receives  a salary  from  Government  of  92 1.  a year  for  his  services  at  the  infinnary  and  Payment, 
is  allowed  a like  sum  for  his  attendance  on  the  sick  of  the  gaol  by  the  grand  jury,  who  have 
it  in  their  power  to  diminish  their  usual  presentment  if  they  disapprove  of  the  scale  of  allow- 
ances. There  has  been  no  occasion  to  exercise  this  control  in  the  present  case,  but  instances 
in  which  it  has  been  done  have  been  heard  of  in  distant  counties. 

The  election  of  the  surgeon  is  the  privilege  of  the  governors,  and  it  is  not  in  any  degree  Election, 
subject  to  the  interference  of  the  grand  jury.  Certain  testimonials  are  required  from  all  the 
candidates,  (of  whom  there  were  15  on  the  last  occasion,)  and  advei-tisements  are  usually 
inserted  in  the  newspapers  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  competition. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  properly  and  neatly  arranged  ; the  drawers  Pharmacy, 
and  bottles  are  in  good  order,  and  there  is  a very  adequate  supply,  not  only  of  the  ordinary 
medicines,  hut  also  of  several  of  the  more  delicate  preparations.  It  is  all  designed  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  patients,  as  the  surgeon  does  not  supply  medicines  to  his  private  patients. 

There  are  some  surgical  instruments  belonging  to  the  charity,  and  they  are,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  surgeon,  sufficient.  They  are  sometimes  lent  and,  are  occasionally  used  in  private 
practice.  Medicines  are  procured  from  the  house  of  Boileau  & George,  druggists,  in  D ublin, 
by  the  medical  attendant,  but  they  are  paid  for  by  the  regisfrar.  Their  cost  dm’ing  each  of 
the  last  three  years  was  as  follows, — 


£.  s.  d. 

1832  - - - - - - - 32  17^ 

1833  47  29 

1834  - - - - - - -46  14  4 


In  the  same  years  the  number  of  patients  admitted  were — 


1832  - 337 

1833  - --  --  --  - 362 

1834  --------  331 


So  that  the  average  expense  per  head,  per  annum,  for  medicine  alone  has  been  3 s.  7 ^ d.  ^ 
The  number  of  beds  occupied  has  been  on  an  average  31,  giving  the  expense  of  medicine 
per  bed  to  be  iZ.  7s.  Id.  Leeches  are  never  made  use  of  in  the  hospital,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  medical  attendant  that  their  adoption  is  not  jiroductive  of  much  benefit. 
^>0  anungements  have  been  made  for  the  diffusion  of  vaccination,  but  it  has  been  the 
custom  to  provide  vaccine  matter  for  the  surgeons  of  the  surrounding  districts.  The  surgeon 
of  the  infirmary  speaks  favourably  of  the  utility  of  the  operation,  but  he  says  that  the 
confidence  of  the  poor  in  its  efficacy  has  begun  to  waver,  bmail-pock  has  appeared  but 
0,5.  3 0 4 seldom 
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seldom  of  late  years,  but  inoculation  is  not  altogether  discouraged,  as  the  medical  attendant 
professes  himself  an  advocate  of  testing  with  small-pock  virus.' 

In  the  register  which  is  kept  of  the  patients  by  the  surgeon  several  headings  occur,  such 
as — Name  of  Recommender,  Name  and  Disease  of  Patient,  Date  of  his  Admission  and^ofhis 
Discharge,  and  Miscellaneous  Remarks.  An  abstract  from  it,  containing  the  results  of  the 
mode  of  practice  adopted,  is  sent  periodically  to  the  grand  jury. 

An  open  committee  (at  which  the  surgeon  attends)  is  held  every  Tuesday  for  the  purpose 
of  deciding  on  the  claims  of  those  who  seek  to  be  received  into  the  house.  All  applicants 
are  obliged  to  be  provided  with  a ticket  of  recommendation,  except  in  cases  of  emergency 
which  are  admitted  at  all  times  and  without  any  conditions. 

This  hospital  does  not  serve  the  purposes  of  a dispensary.  Extern  patients  do,  however 
attend  the  pharmacy  in  considerable  numbers,  but  they  consist  of  those  who  had  been  re- 
cently recommended  for  admission  as  interns,  and  who  have  either  been  pronounced  unfit 
objects,  or  who  cannot  be  received  from  want  of  room.  No  medicine  is,  given  to  these  externs 
the  funds  not  being  considered  sufficiently  ample  to  afford  that  relief;  but  the  suro-eon 
prescribes  for  all  who  have  been  recommended  by  governors,  or  operates  in  case  of  necessity. 
It  is  doubtless  a great  error  that  an  institution  so  admirably  managed  should  not  be  enabled ' 
to  do  all  the  good  it  might  so  easily  effect,  and  thus  save  the  county  the  expense  of  a 
dispensary  which  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  establish  almost  next  door.  As  to  the 
defect  of  not  supplying  attendance  to  lying-in  women  of  the  poorer  classes,  it  is  for- 
tunately not  so  sensibly  felt  in  this  district  as  in  some  others,  as  the  midwives  are  usually 
women  possessed  of  some  skill  in  their  business,  and  their  practice  is  rarely  marked  by 
culpable  injuries. 

Owing  to  want  of  accommodation,  there  is  frequently  no  little  difficulty  in  obtaining 
admission  as  an  intern  patient.  There  ai-e  printed  regulations  suspended  in  the  wards  for 
the  conduct  of  those  who  are  received,  and  they  are  not  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  institution,  except  by  special  permission.  They  are  never  called  upon  to  engage  in  any 
labour  unless  their  state  of  health  permit  it  and  they  be  willing  to  yield  it.  The  female 
convalescents  are  sometimes  asked  to  assist  in  mending  shirts  and  in  cleaning  the  wards. 
Chaplains  are  not  attached  to  the  charity,  but  the  clergy  of  all  religious  persuasions  are 
entitled  to  visit  the  wards  whenever  they  think  proper.  At  the  same  time,  and  although 
until  lately  theological  and  controversial  tracts  have  been  circulated  to  some  extent,  there 
has  not,  it  is  stated,  been  any  instance  of  improper  interference  with  the  opinions  of  the  sick 
either  on  the  part  of  the  laity  or  of  the  clergy.  No  ward  is  set  apart  for  the  treatment 
of  lunatics.  1'he  cases  of  lunacy  which  occur  are  sent  to  Armagh.  During  the  prevalence 
of  the  epidemic  cholera  the  hospital  was  fortunate  enough  to  remain  entirely  free  from  the 
disease. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Bishop  of  Kilmore,  that  wards  should  be  provided  for  persons  in 
moderate  circumstances,  who  should  pay  a certain  sum. 

Orpinary  or  Full  Diet. 

Breakfast. — One  pint  of  new  milk,  six  ounces  of  meal,  four  ounces  of  bread. 

T)inner. — (A.)  Meat  days  four  in  the  week. — One  quart  of  soup,*  three  pounds  and  a 
half  of  potatoes. 

Dinner. — (B.)  Vegetable  days,  three  in  the  week. — One  pint  and  a half  of  new  milk, 
three  pounds  and  a half  of  potatoes. 

Low  Diet. 

One  quart  of  flummery,  one  pint  and  a half  of  sweet  milk,  one  pint  and  a half  of  butter- 
milk. 

The  very  strictest  economy  prevails  in  eveiy  thing  connected  with  the  supply  of  food  to 
the  patients.  Solid  meat  forms  no  part  of  the  ordinary  diet  of  the  patients,  but  the  surgeon 
has  the  power  of  ordering  a few  ounces  as  extra  food  whenever  he  thinks  such  an  addition 
to  be  absolutely  necessary.  The  exclusion  of  flesh-meat  from  the  ordinary  diet  of  sick  per- 
sons, who  in  their  most  perfect  state  of  health,  and  under  the  severest  labour,  seldom  or  never 
taste  animal  food,  is  founded  upon  just  physiological  reasonings,  the  correctness  of  which 
has  been  most  fully  proved  by  practical  experience  on  a very  extensive  scale  indeed  in  all  the 
county  gaols  in  Ireland.  In  all  those  prisons  which  have  been  examined  by  the  Assistant 
Commissioners,  the  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  very  remarkably  good.  In  many 
instances  it  was  stated  that  the  health  of  individuals  had  improved  considerably  after  admission. 
Yet  flesh  meat  never  foims  an  item  of  the  prisoner’s  support,  under  any  circumstances,  ex- 
cepting very  rare  cases  of  disease,  in  which  it  may  have  been  expressly  prescribed  by  the 
surgeon. 

The  general  management  of  affairs  is  vested  in  the  governors,  of  whom  the  Bishop  of  Kil- 
more is  one  in  virtue  of  his  office.  No  salaried  officer  (with  the  exception  of  the  registrar)  is 
in  the  principal  direction.  The  general  governors  meet  every  Tuesday,  and  the  weekly  com- 
mittees are  attended  by  two  or  three,  of  whom  the  bishop  is  always  one.  The  business  of 
this  committee  is  to  inspect  the  house  and  its  concerns,  as  to  cleanliness,  economy  and  re- 
gularity. They  decide,  under  the  advice  of  the  surgeon,  upon  the  claims  of  the  applicants 
for  admission,  and  regularly  enter  their  proceedings,  and  report,  signed  by  the  chairman,  in  a 
minute  book-kept  for  that  especial  purpose. 

The  curate  of  the  parish  of  Cavan,  who  acts  as  registrai-,  secretary  and  treasurer  is  tlie  only 
non-medical  officer.  He  receives  for  his  services  a salary  of  20 Z.  per  armnin. 

The 


“ The  soup  is  made  from  four  ounces  of  meat,  thickened  with  peas  and  meal,  for  each  person. 
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The  attendants  are — 

1 Matron  at 
1 Porter  - 
1 Upper  nurse  - 
1 Under  nurse  - 
1 Cook 


£.  s.  d. 

30  13  9 per  annum. 

16  - - „ 

14  - - „ 


6 - - 


The  following  list  shows  the  prices  at  which  those  articles,  for  which  contracts  have  been 
taken,  are  supplied  : — 

s.  d. 


Turf 

- 

- 

. 

. 

- 

6 a box. 

Bread 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

2 per  lb. 

Straw 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  per  cwt. 

Milk,  sweet 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 1 per  quart. 

Milk,  butter 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 per  quart. 

Potatoes  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 1 per  stons. 

Oatmeal  - 

- 

- 

- 

. 

12 

6 per  cwt. 

Candles,  dipped 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

9 per  doz.  lb. 

Meat 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 1 perlb.,rawwithbone. 

This  list  refers  to  the  year  ending  January  6,  1835. 


The  results  furnished  by  an  accurate  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  institution  con- 
vinced the  Assistant  Commissioners  that  nothing  was  wanting  in  the  zeal  of  the  officers  and 
governors  for  its  interest  and  prosperity.  In  the  year  ending  January  5th,  1834,  355  patients 
has  been  treated,  lodged  and  supported  in  the  charity,  for  an  outlay  of  790  1.  18  s.  9 ^ d. 
But  as  200 1.  of  that  sum  was  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  new  building,  the  sum  actually 
expended  on  the  355  including  salaries,  medicines  and  every  other  charge  was  590/.  18s.  9^d. 
The  number  of  diets  or  days’  support  issued  to  these  patients  was  11,402,  viz.;  fiill  diets 
5,194 ; low  diets,  6,208  ; 11,402.  The  average  daily  number  of  diets,  therefore,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  average  number  of  beds  occupied  each  day  throughout  the  year  was  31,  which 
gives  an  expense  of  one  shilling  and  one  half-penny  per  bed  per  diem,  or  about  19  /.  Is  3d. 
per  annum  for  each  bed  constantly  occupied.  The  average  number  of  diets  issued  to  each 
individual  was  32,  which  corresponds  to  the  average  number  of  days,  which  each  patient  was 
kept  in  the  hospital.  The  cost  of  each  patient  was  therefore  1 /.  12  s.  3 1 d. 


The  charity  is  possessed  of  22  government  debentures  yielding  an  interest  of  71  /.  1 s.  5 d., 
and  also  of  727  1.  13  s.  10  d.,oi  which  the  interest  is  25  1.  9 s.  8 d.  These  two  investments  form 
tlie  only  two  sources  of  fixed  income.  The  following  were  the  total  receipts  in  the  year  end- 
ing January  5th,  1834  : — 


Ordinary  county  presentment 
Extra  - - - - 

Interest  on  22  debentures 
Interest  on  727 1.  13  s.  10  d.  - 
Surgeon’s  salary  for  one  year 
Rent  of  surgeon’s  house 
W.  H.  Kram’s  subscription  - 
Fines  from  sessions 


£.  s.  d. 

500  - - 
100  - ~ 
71  1 5 

25  9 8 

92  6 1 I 

50  - - 
3 3 - 

34  8 - 


£.876  8 2 J 

Some  portion  of  the  funds  usually  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  and  some 
also  in  those  of  the  treasurer  of  the  charity. 

The  principal  heads  of  expenditure  in  the  year  ending  January  5th,  1834,  were  as 
follows : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Provisions  - - - - - - - - -187  10  4J 

Fuel  - - - - - - - - - - 48  12  11 

Medicines,  trusses,  &c.  - - - - - - - 78  14  4^ 

Furniture  and  repairs  -------  221  1 6 ^ 

Incidental  expenses  - - - - - - - 44-llJ 

Salaries  - --  --  --  --  210  19  9 | 


f.  790  19  II ^ 

The  aecoimts  ai-e  made  up  and  arranged  at  the  termination  of  the  year,  and  are  sent  to  the 
Imprest  office,  London. 

, The  instruction  afforded  by  the  practice  of  the  hospital  is  limited  to  the  clinical  observa- 
tions wliich  the  medical  attendant  delivers  to  two  private  pupils.  Post-mortem  examinations. 
ai‘e  made  only  when  leave  can  be  obtained  from  the  friends  of  'the  deceased,  and  this  is 
procured  but  seldom,  and  with  much  difficulty. 
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County 

Infirmaries. 

Uhter. 

County  Down. 

!Exainhiations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  5i.  r. 

J.  E.  Corrie,  esq.,  M.n. 

County  Infirmary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officers. 


Payment. 


Election. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

John  Hastings,  esq. — Alexander  Millar,  esq.,  chief  magistrate  of  the  town — Ainsworth 
PiLsoN,  esq. — The  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Down  Infirmary  is  intended  to  receive  patients  from  ail  parts  of  the  county  of  the 
same  name.  The  Downpatrick  Fever  Hospital  adjoins  it,  being  situated  in  the  same 
inclosure,  but,  with  that  exception,  no  medical  charity  is  to  be  found  within  a radius  of  six 
miles ; and  it  is  stated  by  the  medical  attendant  that  tliere  is  a great  deficiency  of  dis- 
pensaries in  several  parts  of  the  county : he  instances  Portaferry  and  Ballyhinch.  He  (the 
medical  attendant)  was  formerly  attached  to  the  Warrenspoint  Dispensary,  but  the  duties  of 
the  situation  were  so  laborious,  that  he  at  length  gave  it  up.  He  is  disposed  to  give  it  as  his 
opinion  that  no  single  medical  officer  should  be  called  upon  to  undertake  the  charge  of  a 
district  extending  beyond  a diameter  of  six  miles ; and  he  is  joined  by  the  other  witnesses 
in  suggesting  the  propriety  of  attaching  to  each  dispensary  a building  on  a small  scale 
for  the  purpose  of  treating  persons  labouring  under  accidents  and  fever. 

The  Infirmary  has  been  but  very  recently  erected,  and  is  a very  handsome  building  to 
look  at,  but  unfortunately  every  consideration  seems  to  have  been  sacrified  to  that  of  mating 
a superb  and  spacious  residence  for  the  surgeon.  The  front  of  the  edifice  is  135  feet  Ion?-, 
90  of  which,  viz.,  the  whole  of  the  centre  front,  having  13  windows  on  two  stories,  and  a hall- 
door,  are  occupied  by  the  surgeon’s  house  and  the  board-room,  which  is  on  the  ground- 
floor.  The  wings,  wliich ' are  each  three  stories  high,  are  the  only  parts  of  the  structure 
allotted  to  the  reception  of  patients.  They  present  each  five  blind  windows  to  the  same 
front  as  the  centre,  viz.,  four  ranging  with  those  in  the  surgeon’s  house,  and  one  on  the  third 
story,  all  handsomely  glazed,  but  walled  .up  on  the  inside.  The  w'ards  are  eleven  in  number, 
five  for  females,  containing  16  beds,  and  six  for  males,  containing  24  beds.  They  are  small 
and  very  imperfectly  ventilated,  being  hermetically  sealed  on  two  sides,  and  the  window  or 
w'indows  (in  none  more  than  two  or  three)  being  placed  high  in  the  wall.  In  one  of  tire 
wards,  occupied  by  four  male  patients,  the  air  was  so  oppressively  loaded  with  cutaneous 
effluvium  that  one  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  could  not  without  difficulty  remain  long 
enough  in  the  room  to  measure  its  extent,  which  did  not  exceed  20  feet  square.  It  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that,  for  an  outlay  of  5,000?.  so  little  wholesome  accommodation  should 
have  been  provided  for  those  to  whose  exclusive  benefit  the  establishment  should  have  been,^ 
appropriated.  The  yards,  too,  of  both  the  male  and  female  ends  of  this  hospital,  to  which 
the  patients  have  access,  are  confined  and  inclosed  by  high  dead  walls,  apparently  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  a commodious  stable-yard  and  out-offices  to  the  surgeon’s  dwelling, 
which  should  not  be  overlooked  nor  interfered  with  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  sick. 
Ten  of  the  largest  windows  deducted  from  the  ventilation  and  look  out  of  about  20  patients, 
is  too  great  a sacrifice  to  mere  appearance,  and  to  the  seclusion  of  one  apartment. 

The  principal  medical  officer  is  a gentleman  in  his  35th  year,  and  who  has  occupied  his 
present  situation  since  the  year  1829,  previous  to  which  period  he  had  been  attached  to  the 
Warrenpoint  and  Rostrever  Dispensaries.  He  is  a licenciate  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  a doctor  of  medicine  of  the  Edinburgh  University.  He  is  eng^ed 
in  private  practice,  but  it  is  expected  that  he  shall  give  constant  attendance  at  the  hospital ; 
and  in  case  of  neglect  or  harshness  the  poor  have  it  in  their  power  to  complain  to  the 
governors,  with  a certainty  of  their  complaints  being  listened  to.  In  case  a necessity  should 
arise  for  his  temporary  absence  it  is  expected  that  an  approved  substitute  shall  be  provided 
to  act  in  his  place,  but  his  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy.  The  medical  attendant  is  also 
surgeon  to  the  county  gaol,  at  a salary  of  lOOZ.  per  annum,  and  physician  to  the  Fever 
Hospital,  where  he  gives  his  seiwices  gratuitously.  The  second  medical  officer  is  the 
apothecary,  whose  duties  consist  in  compounding  the  medicines  and  attending  to  the 
patients  under  the  directions  of  the  surgeon.  He  resides  in  the  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  same  premises  as  the  present  institution,  but  forms  a distinct  building. 

The  salary  of  the  surgeon  is  89?.  Is.  IQd.  payable  from  the  treasurer’s  office  in  Dublin. 
The  apothecary  receives  as — £_  5^  d. 

Apothecary  to  the  Fever  Hospital  - - - - 23  1 6 

Ditto  - to  the  County  Infirmary  - - - 20  - - 

Registrar  to  both  Institutions  - - - 1010- 

£.  53  11  0 


He  is  in  addition  provided  with  maintenance  and  lodging  in  the  Fever  Hospital.  _ The 
amount  of  these  payments  cannot  be  increased,  but  the  grand  jury  are  at  liberty  to  diminish 
their  annual  gi-ant,  from  which  they  are  all  drawn.  _ . . 

Both  medical  officers  are  elected  by  the  governors,  after  three  weeks’  notice,  which  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  treasurer  to  give  by  advertisements  inserted  in  the  public  papers.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  want  of  a superior  or  controlling  authority  in  the  making  of  these 
appointments,  in  which  the  possession  of  adequate  qualifications  is  always  expected  from  the 
competitors ; and  although  there  is  no  express  limitation  with  regard  to  age,  either  on  tlie 
electing  or  displacing  of  officers,  yet  at  the  last  election  of  apothecary,  one  of  the  candidates 
(of  whom  there  were  six)  was  objected  to  as  being  too  far  advanced  in  life.  At  the  last  election 
of  a surgeon  the  number  of  candidates  amounted  to  12,  of  whom  the  greater  part  must  have 
been  from  a distance,  as  the  town  does  not  contain  more  than  two  medical  men  eligible  to 
the  situation.  The  neighbourhood,  is  quite  sufficient  to  maintain  a medical  man  independent 
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of  a salary.  In  this  institution  there  are  no  regulations  for  superannuations  or  retiring  Count's 
allowances,  and  no  mortality  has  ever  been  experienced  among  the  officers.  Infirmartes. 

The  phaiTuacy  was  in  good  order,  and  it  had  the  appearance  of  much  neatness  and  regu-  Ulster 

larity.  The  medicines  were  of  the  best  kind  and  in  abundance,  including  several  of  the  County  Down 

more  delicate  and  expensive  preparations.  They  were  supplied  by  the  house  of  Boileau  

& George,  druggists,  in  Dublin,  and  the  cost  in  the  last  three  years  has  been  as  follows  : Examinailons  taken  by 

Sir  D.  Barry,  M.D. 

£.  S,  d.  J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  si.D. 


1832  - - - - - - - - 30  14  11  

1833  - - - - - - - - 60  33  County  Infirmary. 

1834  - 68  12  2 


It  is  expected  that  the  future  average  cost  will  amount  to  70  Z.  as  the  Fever  Hospital  is  Pharmacy, 
to  be  supplied  from  the  stock  of  this  institution.  None  of  the  medicuies  are  ever  sold. 

The  institution  possesses  all  proper  apparatus  for  preparing  decoctions,  infusions,  &c.  The 
physician  attached  to  the  charity  does  not  keep  any  private  stock  of  medicines,  and  does  not 
supply  any  in  his  private  practice.  The  stock  of  sui’gical  instruments  consists  only  of  enenaa 
syringes,  bougies,  bandages,  splints,  trusses  and  lancets.  Whenever  found  necessary, 
leeches  are  supplied  to  the  intern  patients,  and  are  bought  as  required  from  a leech  doctor 
in  Belfast. 


A register  is  kept  by  the  medical  officer,  which  distinguishes  the  disease  and  the  termi-  Patients’  Regis- 
nation  of  each  case.  The  cases  are  entered  as  they  occur,  and  a summary  is  sent  each  year  tration- 
to  the  grand  jury.  It  was  stated  that  no  persons  are  ever  refused  admittance.  At  the 
period  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit  there  were  21  patients  in  the  house.  There 
have  been  48  cases  of  capital  operation  within  the  three  preceding  years,  all  of  which 
did  well.  _ _ 

A recommeirdation,  signed  by  one  governor,  entitles  any  person  to  relief.  Cases  of  acci-  Who  entitled  to 
dent  are  admitted  at  once  without  recommendation.  No  persons,  except  those  in  circum-  Relief, 
stances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance,  ever  attempt  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
intern  accommodation,  but  such  attempts  at  imposition  have  been  made  on  the  part  of 
extern  patients.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  recommendations  which  a subscriber 
may  issue.  It  is  supposed  that  no  person  standing  in  need  of  relief  has  ever  been  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  the  charity. 


Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution ; and  the  sick  poor  are  attended  by  the  medical 
attendant  at  theh  owir  dwellings  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  but  not  beyond.  If  attendance 
is  required  at  night  it  is  frequently  given.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  the  institu- 
tion provided  with  all  necessary  apparatus,  &c.,  in  case  of  accident.  It  was  stated  that  no 
prescriptions  of  other  medical  men  are  ever  made  up  at  the  pharmacy  of  the  institution.  It 
forms  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  medical  attendant  to  visit  cases  of  pauper  lying-in  women, 
who  are  generally  attended  by  midwives,  stated  to  be  possessed  of  very  little  skill,  and  from 
whose  ignorance  injury  is  known  often  to  arise.  Vaccination  is  performed  at  the  institutioir 
two  days  in  each  week,  but  there  are  no  particular  rules  on  the  point ; it  is  found  generally 
efficacious.  At  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  small-pock  was  pre- 
valent to  a greater  degree  than  for  the  preceding  five  years.  It  was  stated  that  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  in  vaccination  continued  unshaken,  and  the  applications  were  numerous. 

Wine  and  other  extras,  when  found  necessary,  are  furnished,  by  the  medical  attendant’s 
directions ; of  these  the  housekeeper  preserves  an  account. 

There  is  no  charity  on  which  the  medical  attendant  is  entitled  to  give  an  order,  but  he  can 
recommend  poor  persons  suffering  from  disease  for  relief  on  the  poor  fund  of  the  town. 

A recommendation  from  a governor  , entitles  a poor  person  to  be  admitted  into  the  hospital. 
The  old  building  did  not  afford  sufficient  accommodation,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  40  beds 
in  the  new  establishment  will  he  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  county.  The  friends  of  the 
patients  are  allowed  to  visit  them  on  two  days  of  the  week,  and  in  cases  of  danger  more 
frequently,  and  they  are  permitted  sometimes  to  remain . in  the  house.  There  are  printed 
regulations  to  preserve  order  among  the  patients,  uurses,  porter  and  housekeeper.  The 
patients  are  not  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  walks  of  the  premises.  The  convalescent  patients 
sometimes  assist  the  nurses,  but  not  for  the  benefit  of  any  individual.  There  is  no  ward  set 
apart  for  lunatics,  who  are  always  sent  to  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Belfast.  During  the 
prevalence  of  cholera  cases  of  that  disease  were  not  admissible,  consequently  there  were  no 
cases  in  this  establishment.'"  There  is  free  access  to  the  clergy  of  all  persuasions  to  visit  mem- 
bers of  their  own  flocks ; and  there  have  occurred  no  cases  of  religious  interference  on  the 
part  of  any  one ; tracts,  however,  have  been  distributed  among  the  patients.  There  are  no 
chaplains  attached  to  the  institution. 

There  is  a regular  diet  table  for  the  institution.  Any  extra  comforts,  recommended  by 
the  medical  attendant,  are  allowed  to  all  in-door  patients. 

Clothing  is  not  found  for  the  patients.  There  is  a room  for  storing  the  clothes  of  patients 
confined  to  bed ; and  all  clothes  requiring  it  are  purified  and  cleansed. 

The  principal  management  is  vested  in  the  entire  body  of  governors,  among  whom  there 
is  no  salaried  officer  of  the  house.  The  institution  is  not  essentially  under  the  management 
of  the  surgeon.  No  person  is  ex  officio  in  the  general  direction.  IVleetiiigs  of  the  governors 
held  once  in  every  three  months ; five  constitute  a quorum,  but  six  or  seven  governors 
I'egularly  attend  the  meetings.  ’All  governors  are  equally  entitled  to  vote,  but  voting  by 
proxy  is  not  allowed.  Minutes  are  kept  of  the  proceedings. 

0.5.  3 D 2 There 
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388  APPENDIX  to  EIRST  REPORT /rom  the  COMMISSIONERS /or  inquiring 

There  is  a managing  committee  of  12,  who  meet  once  a month,  or  more  frequently  if  neces- 
sary. Three  constitute  a quorum,  and  minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceeding.  This  committee 
has  no  connexion  tvith  the  grand  jury.  There  are  no  visitors  appointed  to  act  durmo-  the 
intervals  of  the  committee  meetings ; but  governors  frequently  go  through  the  establishment. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  the  treasurer,  who  is  elected  permanently  by  a meetino-  of 
governors  convened  for  the  purpose  j the  election  is  regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament.  I’h.e 
treasurer  receives  all  the  money  collected,  which  he  disburses  only  on  the  order  of  the  com- 
mittee. Voting  is  open,  and  this  mode  of  election  has  been  found  beneficial.  It  was  stated 
that  no  particular  religious  belief  excludes  any  person  from  beirig  an  officer,  though  the 
treasurer,  the  physician  and  the  apothecary  are  protestants.  It  has  occurred  that  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  governors  has  suddenly  taken  place  previous  to  an  election. 

The  treasurer  receives  no  salary,  and  is  not  required  to  give  security.  No  instance  has 
ever  occurred  of  an  officer  being  either  su,spended  or  removed. 

The  attendants  are,  a housekeeper,  porter,  cook,  and  two  female  nm-ses  ; they  are  all 
lodged  and  boarded  in  the  house,  but  have  not  any  perquisites ; the  wages  paid  to  them  are 
as  follows : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Matron  - - - - - - - - 13  16  11 

Porter  - - - - - - - - 77- 

Cook  - - - - - - - - 44- 

Each  nurse  - - - - - - - 44- 

These  wages  are  paid  by  the  treasurer  to  the  order  of  the  committee,  which  appoints  them. 
The  committee  holds  the  power  of  discharging  them,  but  in  extreme  cases  the  medical 
attendant  is  permitted  to  do  so.  There  are  printed  rules  for  their  general  conduct.  There 
has  been  no  mortality  among  the  nurses. 

N 0 governor  or  officer  ever  supplies  any  article  for  the  institution ; but  the  committee  have 
purchased  articles  from  shopkeepers  in  the  town  who  are  governors.  Stores  are  generally 
purchased  by  contract. 

There  are  printed  rules  for  the  general  man^ement  j but  there  are  bye-laws  in  the  book 
of  proceedings  which  are  not  printed. 

Printed  reports  containing  the  income  and  expenditure  are  annually  made  by  the 
governors,  and  copies  are  sent  to  the  Public  Account  Office,  Dublin,  to  the  grand  jury,  and 
to  each  individual  governor.  The  Assistant  Commissioners,  however,  were  not  a&e  to 
procure  a copy.  It  was  stated  that  the  neighbourhood  afforded  a sufficient  number  of 
persons  qualified  and  willing  to  look  after  the  wants  of  the  poor  if  the  relief  afforded  by 
medical  charities  were  to  be  extended. 

The  income  and  expenditure  for  the  years  ending  January  5th  1832,  1833, 1834  were  as 


follows : — 

Income  : 

£.  s. 

d. 

Expenditure  : 

1831.  County  Grant  - 

- 461  10 

9i 

Subscriptions  - 

- 26  17 

2 

£.488  7 

£-S5S-  3-  10- 

1832.  County  Grant  - 

- 461  10 

Subscriptions  - 

5 5 

£.  466  15 

9^ 

£.529.  19-  5- 

1833.  County  Grant  - 

- 461  10 

93 

Subscriptions  - 

- 46  5 

~ 

£.507  15 

9i 

£.483.  7.  7- 

The  princinal  items  of  expenditure  are, — 1.  Necessaries  for  establishment,  amounting  to 
about  360 /.  per  annum.  2.  Salaries,  amounting  to  156  ?.  9 5.  3 c?. 

In  the  year  ending  January  5th  1832  there  was  subscribed  towards  the  erection  of  a new 
infirmary  and  fever  hospital  1,382?.  10s. ; in  the  year  ending  January  5th  1833,  722  ?.  were 
collected;  in  1833, 134?.  were  collected  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  continuance  of  this  charity  does  not  depend  upon  the  bounty  of  any  particular  indi- 
vidual and  its  existence  is  not  precarious.  Subscriptions  are  not  attended  with  any  stipu- 
lations from  the  subscribers,  as  to  them  or  their  families  obtaining  medical  aid  gratis. 

Tire  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  in  his  hands  until  wanted. 

The  title  deeds  of  the  building.  Sec.,  remain  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  building  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  grand  jury.  No  money  is  ever  confided  to  the  care  of  the  salaried 
officers.  The  hospital  did  possess  2,000?.  at  interest,  but  that  entire  sum  and  additional 
funds  have  been  laid  out  in  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings.  No  security  is  given  by  the 
treasurer. 

The  bills  are  examined  and  certified  by  the  committee,  and  paid  to  their  order  through  the 
treasurer.  The  accounts  are  made  out  and  balanced  in  the  treasurer’s  books  every  three 

months, 
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months,  and  are  presented  annually  to  a full  body  of  goaemors,  and  copies  sent  to  the 

®'Ther”  is  no  instruction  given  at  this  hospital.  Post-mortem  examinations  are  permitted  j/ister. 

nith  the  consent  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased  ; this  consent,  however,  it  is  generally  diffl- 

cult  to  obtain.  

Examinations  taken  ty 

' — — ' " ' Sir  D.  Barr)-,  si.ti. 

J.  R.  Cknric,  esq.,  m.s. 

Persons  who  attended  the  Examination.  

Sir  Hoibet  Fbeocsos,  ji.p.— William  Haslitt,  esq.— Rev.  Gboegb  HAV.—Jomf  Kelso,  esq.  Co.  Londondeiry. 
Rev.  William  M‘Cluee,  treasurer.— Thomas  Scott,  esq.- Ross  J.  Smvtii,  esq.— The  two  Inhrniary. 

Physicians  attached  to  the  Institution.  - 


The  present  institution  is  designed  to  receive  only  those  sick  persons  who  belong  to  the  Population  and 
county  or  city  of  Derry.  It  affords  no  extern  aid  to  the  poor,  and  it  has  therefore  been  Extent  of  Country, 
deemed  necessary  to  establish  a dispensary  in  the_  district,  in  addition  to  several  charities  of 
a more  of  less  similar  nature  existing  in  the  neighbourhood  and  within  a distance  of  six 
miles,  such  as  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  Muff,  Glendermot,  Faughboyne,  Faughanvale, 

Cumber,  Donagheady  and  Upper  Cumber  Dispensaries.  These  institutions  are  not  consi- 
dered in  any  degree  too  numerous  for  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants ; on  the  contrary  the 
want  of  sufficient  funds  alone  prevents  the  accommodations  of  the  County  Infirmary  from 
being  more  fully  made  use  of,  and  it  is  suggested  by  the  witnesses  that  to  each  dispensary 
should  be  attached  a small  building  capable  of  receiving  bad  cases  of  fever  and  of  accrdent. 

Tire  institution  at  present  under  consideration  was  originally  engrafted  upon,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  remained  united  with,  an  old  establishment  in  this  city,  which,  in  itself 
performed  the  offices  of  house  of  correction,  poor  house,  lunatic  asylum  and  infirmary.  In 
the  year  1811  the  present  hospital  was  substituted  for  the  old  charity,  became  possessed  of 
its  fonds  and  privileges,  but  still  retains  something  of  the  compound  character  of  its  pre- 
decessor, having  been  obliged  to  take  into  the  new  house  where  they  now  are,  the  impotent 
paupers,  lunatics  and  idiots  then  remaining  in  the  other  establishment.  There  are  now 
11  aged  paupers  and  11  lunatics  and  idiots,  not  patients,  fed  and  lodged  in  the  present. 

Since  the  period  mentioned,  however,  paupers  and  idiots  have  ceased  to  be  admitted,  but 
lunatics  are  not  excluded,  particularly  such  as  are  considered  curable  and  capable  of 
assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  the  garden  and  grounds  belonging  to  the  hospital.  All  the 
labour  of  a very  fine  potato  field,  about  half  an  acre  of  a well  cropped  garden  and  of  some 
ornamental  grounds  is  performed  by  the  lunatic  inmates.  The  female  inmates  spin  and 
sew  &c. 

This  is  a handsome  stone  building,  consisting  of  three  stories  and  a basement.  It  has  Building  and 
20  windows  in  fi-ont  and  a hall  door.  It  appears  to  be  in  a state  of  thorough  repair.  It  is  Furniture, 
well  constructed,  and  derives  no  small  advantage  from  its  accommodations  not  having  been 
cramped,  or  perhaps  sacrificed  by  the  unwise  and  reprehensible  practice  of  uniting  a splendid 
residence  for  the  medical  man  with  an  asylum  for  the  poor.  Here  there  is  merely  an 
apartment  for  the  resident  apothecary.  The  wards  are  spacious  and  well  ventilated.  In 
the  centre  of  the  house  there  is  a large  octagonal  lobby  open  from  the  basement  to  the 
cupola,  the  latter  of  which  has  permanently  open  Venetians  at  its  sides.  This  excellent 
arrangement  tends  to  preserve  the  whole  building  fresh  and  sweet.  There  are  cold  ^d 
movable  warm  baths,  together  with  an  apparatus  for  giving  medicated  baths.  The  situation  , 
is  high,  airy  and  well  drained,  but  at  the  same  time  the  supply  of  water  is  defici^t  dunng 
some  of  the  summer  months.  The  premises  are  held  under  a lease  for  ever  from  the  Bishop 
of  Deny  with  the  consent  of  the  dean  and  chapter. 

The  principal  medical  officer  is  a gentleman  aged  47  years.  He  is  a doctor  of  medicine  Jledical  Officers, 
of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  a bcentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 

He  was  appointed  in  the  year  1827,  previous  to  which  period  he  had  been  engaged  in  pnvate 
practice  in  the  city  of  Londonderry  where  he  still  continues  to  reside.  His  duties  at  the 
infirmary  require  his  attendance  there  every  day,  and  if  he  had  occasion  for  a pr^onged 
absence,  he  would  be  obliged  to  communicate  his  intentions  to  the  committee.  He  has 
never  hitherto  performed  his  duty  by  proxy  as  there  is  always  a resident  medical  "man  in  the 
hospital,  namely,  the  apothecary,  who  is  a doctor  of  medicine  in  the  Edinburgh  University, 
and  a member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  the  same  city.  By  him  medicines  are  always 
dispensed.  The  chief  medical  officerliolds  two  other  lucrative  appointments.  He  is  surgeon 
to  the  county  gaol  at  a salary  of  92Z.  6s.  2tf.  a year,  and  he  is  physician  to  the  lunatic 
asylum  at  a salary  of  100  Z. 

His  salary  from  the  infinnaiy  is  100  Z.  per  annum  without  any  extra  allowance.  Itie  Payment, 
apothecary  receives  only  30  Z.  per  annum,  in  addition  to  board  and  lodging.  The  latter 
accommodation  is  limited  to  a small  bed-room  and  the  use  of  the  board-room  as  a sittii^- 
room.  As  to  the  opinion  entertained  of  the  different  rates  of  remuneration,  it  is  stated  by 
the  witnesses  that  the  grand  jury  have  a perfect  control  over  their  several  amounts  by 
means  of  the  autliority  which  they  possess,  either  to  diminish  or  withhold  their  usual 

presentment.  . ^ „ ixta,- 

The  governors  enjoy  the  privilege  of  electing  the  surgeon,  who  is  afterwards  allowed  to  Eleclioii, 
appoint  the  apothecary,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  governors.  Tiie  grand  jury  cannot 
interfere  in  these  arrangements,  neither  is  there  any  limitation  as  to  age  either  in  appointing 
or  dismissing  the  medical  men;  but  testimonials  of  being  properly  qualified  are  strictly 
required  from  all  the  candidates  who  present  themselves.  On  occasion  of  the  last  vacancy 
0.5.  3 D 3 there 
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there  was  not  any  opposition  offered  to  the  choice  of  the  pi-esent  surgeon.  The  conduct  o 
the  medical  officers  is  subject  at  all  times  to  the  authority  of  the  governors,  and  if  any  poor 
person  has  reason  to  complain  of  neglect  or  harshness  on  their  part,  they  are'  at  liberty  (and 
are  well  aware  of  the  fact)  to  lay  their  complaints  before  one  of  that  numbei-. 

The  apothecary’s  shop  is  kept  with  much  neatness  and  good  order.  It  contains  a verv 
adequate  supply  of  medicines  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  cliarity,  and  including  several  of 
the  more  delicate  modem  preparations.  The  Glasgow  Apothecaries’  Company  supply  all 
the  medicines,  which  are  ordered  by  the  surgeon  under  the  sanction  of  the  visiting  committee 
and  are  subsequently  paid  for  by  tKe  treasurer.  They  are  placed  under  the  immediate  care 
of  the  apothecary,  who  is  provided  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus  for  making  decoctions 
&c.  There  are  also  some  few  surgical  instruments,  but  their  number  is  altogether  insufficient 
for  the  wants  of  the  hospital,  and  the  surgeon  is  in  consequence  often  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  his  own.  Leeches  are  occasionally  adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  infirmary,  and 
they  are  purchased  from  time  to  time  either  at  Glasgow  or  at  Belfast.  Vaccination  is  not 
performed,  the  surgeon  is,  however,  averse  from  inoculation  with  small-pock  matter. 

A register  is  kept  by  the  house  surgeon, — 1st.  The  number  of  patients  received  in  the 
current  year,  2d.  The  number  received  since  September  1824.  3d.  The  name  of  the  pa- 
tient. 4th.  The  residence  of  same.  5th.  The  name  of  the  recommending  governor.  Cth.  The 
date  of  admission.  7th,  The  nature  of  the  disease.  8th.  The  result  of  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment adopted.  9th.  The  date  of  his  discharge.  10th.  The  date  of  death.  11th,  General 
remarks.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  that  portion  of  the  register  which  relates  to  the 
year  terminating  January  5th,  1834  : — 


Remained  in  the  house,  6th  January  1833. — Hospital  Patients  - 48 

„ „ „ Lunatic  ditto  - 11 

— 59 

Admitted  since  -------  - 40i 

460 

Of  these  were  Cured  - --  --  --  - 331 

„ Relieved  --------  45 

„ Incurable  -------.9 

„ Died  - - - - -20 

Remaining  in  the  house,  5th  January  1834  - - - - 44 

. 449 

Lunatics  remaining  in  the  house,  5th  January  1834  - - - H 

460 

Aged  and  infinn  remaining  in  the  house,  oth  January  1834  - 10 


Total 


470 


All  paupers  resident  in  the  county  of  Londonderry,  who  have  provided  themselves  with  the 
recommendatory  ticket  of  a governor,  are  entitled  to  be  admitted.  The  domestic  servants  of 
subscribers  are  also  admissible,  but  in  all  cases  the  condition  of  having  obtained  an  order  is 
indispensable,  except  witli  regard  to  persons  labouring  under  fever  or  accidents,  which  are 
received  at  all  times.  Each  governor  is  also  limited  as  to  the  number  of  tickets  which  he  is 
at  liberty  to  issue.  It  is  understood  that  he  shall  not  have  more  than  three  patients  on 
the  books  at  the  same  time. 

No  species  of  aid  is  extended  to  the  poor  beyond  those  who  are  received  into  the  house. 
The  surgeon  cannot  be  called  on  to  attend  lying-in  women  gratuitously ; such  persons  are 
therefore  usually  attended  by  midwives,  who  are  accustomed  to  apply  to  medical  men 
whenever  any  difficulties  are  encountered. 

The  remarks,  therefore,  which  have  been  given  respecting  the  rights  of  admission,  apply 
solely  to  intern  patients,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  the  only  obstacles  in  the  way' 
arise  from  the  want  of  funds  to  increase  the  capabilities  of  the  institution.  The  patients  are 
never  on  any  account  allowed  to  go  beyond  its  bounds,  and  printed  copies  of  rules  are 
suspended,  by  which  they  are  required  to  regulate  their  conduct.  The  convalescents  are 
alone  liable  to  be  called  on  to  perform  work ; whatever  they  do  is  entirely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  charity ; but,  in  general,  the  amount  of  labour  performed  by  them  is  very  incon- 
siderable. 

The  dietaiy  of  the  hospital  embraces  several  scales,  suclr  as  full  and  low  diet,  full  and  low 
diet  with  tea,  bread  and  milk  diet,  diet  for  the  lunatics,  and  so  on. 

The  patients  continue  to  use  their  own  clothes  after  admission,  when  they  are  purified  and 
cleansed. 

The  general  management  rests  with  the  governors,  of  whom  five  constitute  a quorum  at 
the  general  meetings.  These  take  place  once  a quarter,  but  the  principal  one  is  that  held 
on  the  25th  of  January,  at  which  the  accounts  are  examined  and  audited.  The  average 
number  of  persons  pi-esent  is  about  eight,  and  minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  kept  with 
regularity.  The  bishop  is  chairman  ex  officio,  but  he  does  not  enjoy  any  other  privilege. 
The  secretary  is  also  a governor. 

At  the  quarterly  meetings  a committee  is  appointed,  called  the  visiting  committee,  and 
consisting  usually  of  three  members,  whose  duties  are  to  visit  the  house  every  week  and  to 
attend  to  the  accounts. 

The  only  non-medical  officer  is  a clergyman  who  acts  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  who, 
though  he  receives  a salary  of  18l,  19s.  2jrf.  per  annum,  has  never  been  required  to 
enter  into  any  security. 

The 
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The  attendants  are- 


COUNTY 

iNFIRMAaiES. 

Ulster. 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Ezauiinatinus  taken  br 
Sir  D.  BaiT}-,  m.d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  Jt,D. 


A house-steward  and  registrar,  at  - - - 30  — — 

A matron,  at  - - - - “ - -14-- 

A gate-keeper  - - - - - ' -14  10- 

and  13  servants,  at  salaries  varying  from  8 1 to  4=1  per  annum.  All  mentioned  are  provided- 
with  board  and  lod^ng,  excepting  the  gate-keeper,  who  is  only  allowed  lodging. 

Whatever  articles  are  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  establishment  are  procured  by 
the  steward  in  the  following  manner  : He  keeps  a book,  termed  a regulation  book,  m which  County  Infirmary, 
he  makes  an  entry  of  every  thing  demanded  for  the  institution;  tMs  is  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee at  its  weekly  meeting,' and  they  sanction  at  their  discretion  the  application.  _No 
account  of  the  steward  is  passable  unless  it  has  been  incurred  by  this  mode  of  proceeding. 

There  is  no  instance  of  any  articles  being  purchased  from  a governor  or  an  officer. 

The  printed  reports  which  are  periodically  made  to  the  governors  contain,  besides  the  Reports, 
statement  of  the  amount  of  relief  gmnted  during  the  year  (as  given  under  the  head 
of  registration),  an  account  of  the  income  and  expenditure,  and  some  general  remarks. 

Besides  being  presented  to  the  governors,  it  is  also  customaiy  to  have  them  inserted  m the 

^^The^principal  portion  of  the  income  of  the  charity  is  derived  from  the  presentments 
granted  by  the  grand  jury  at  the  Spring  and  Summer  assizes;  these  grants  constitute  more 
than  one  half  of  the  entire  income.  The  remainder  is  made  up  chiefly  of  annual  subscrij)- 
tions  and  a Parliamentary  grant.  Underneath  is  a copy  of  the  debtor  side  of  the  treasurer’s 
account  for  the  year  ending  January  5th,  1834  : — 


' Stores. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Dr. 

By  balance  of  last  account  in  favour  of  the  public 
Received  from  county  treasurer,  at  summer  assizes 

Parliamentary  grant  for  1833  - - - - 

„ Subscriptions  of  governors  and  governesses 
„ from  magistrates,  fines  levied  at  Moneymore  petty 
sessions  ------- 

„ Ditto  Maghera  ditto  - _ - - - 

„ Ditto  Magherafelt  ditto  _ - - - - 

„ Ditto  Kilrea  ditto  ------ 

„ Ditto  Newtownliniavady  ditto  - - - - 

„ Ditto  LondondeiTy  ditto  _ - - - - 

„ Ditto  Muff  ditto  ------ 

„ from  sherifls  of  the  city  and  county  of  London- 
derry, recognizances  forfeited  _ _ - 

„ from  the  govemor  of  the  gaol,  for  assaults 

„ from  the  Board  of  Health,  for  loss  of  field  of  po- 

tatoes 

„ from  William  Kearney,  for  manure,  to  5th  January 

1831  - 

„ for  hay  sold  - - - - - - 

„ from  sir.  James  Pegley,  for  board  of  two  sailors 
„ Ditto,  fines  on  servants  - - - - - 

Balance  against  the  public  ------ 


£.  s. 
58  - 

4(31  10 
92  6 

227  5 


23  16 
14  15 
9 16 
7 19 
2 1 
1 12 


3 - 

1 9 

- 18 


£.  1,262  6 10.1 


In  the  two  previous  years  the  receipts  had  been  as  follows : 

£.  s.  d. 

1832  1,776  16  Ij 

1833  -------  1,650  1 - 


The  funds  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  where  they  remain  until  wanted.  The 
tide  deeds  arc  also  placed  in  his  custody.  The  steward  is  permitted  to  retain  some  small  sum 
to  meet  unforeseen  and  incidental  expenses. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  sums  expended  in  the  year  ending  January  5th,  1834  . 


Cr. 

To  beef  account  - - - - 

Milk  ditto  - - - - - 

Bread  ditto  - - - • - 

Oatmeal  ditto  - - - - 

Potatoes  ditto  - - - - 

Butter  ditto  _ . - - 

Fish  ditto  - - - - - 

Groceries  ditto  - - - - 

Wine,  spirits  and  ale  ditto  - 
Fuel  ditto  - - - - - 

Soap,  candle,  oil  and  gas  ditto 
Furniture  ditto  - - - - 

Clothing,  calico  and  flannel  ditto 


£.  s.  d. 

91  13  8 

109  19  4 

103  12  4 

84  10  1 

39  6 10 

9 16  11 

7 15 

79  18  2 

20  13  7 

93  9 4 

50  15  10 

8 15 

34  3 4 

3 jj  4 {continued.) 


Collection  ami 
Custody. 

Expenditure. 
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County 

ISTIRMARIES., 

Ulster. 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Exiiminadoiis  taken  )>j 
Sir  D.  Bany,  m.d. 

J.  K.  Corric,  esq>,  si.s. 

County  Infirmary. 


Accoums. 


County  Monaghan. 
County  Infirmary. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Other  Medical 
Officers. 


Payment. 

Election. 


Pharmacy. 


Repairs  ditto  ------ 

Burial  expenses  ditto  - - - - . 

Straw  ditto  ------ 

Medicines  and  surgical  instnunents  ditto 
Advertising,  printing  and  stationery  ditto 
Salaries  and  wages  ditto  - _ - . 

Rent  and  assurance  - - - - . 

Contingent  expenses  and  petty  disbursements 


In  the  year  1832  the  expenditure  was 
„ 1831  „ „ 


S.  d. 
S2  4 4| 
2 10  6 
8 12  -I 
88  10  5 

15-2 
272  13  4| 

22  14  2 
36  6 5i 


£.  1,262  6 10^ 


£.  s.  d. 
1,592  ~ 
1,776  16  1| 


The  accounts  are  inspected  monthly  by  the  committee,  by  whose  authority  the  bills  tliat 
fall  due  are  discharged ; at  the  termination  of  the  year  they  are  sumbitted  to  the  inspection 
of  the  governors,  and  copies  of  them  are  also  forwarded  to  the  commissioners  of  public 
accounts  in  London. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Thellev.  Mr.  Evatt,  rector — The  Roman  Catholic  Clergyman Mr.  Little,  registrar.— 

Dr.  MorriT. — -Dr.  Temple. — The  Surgeon  and  the  Apothecary. 

The  population  of  the  county  Monaghan,  for  which  this  infirmary  is  intended,  amounts  to 
nearly  200,000.  The  dispensaries  within  six  miles  are  those  at  Scottstown,  Castleshane  and 
Glaslough  ; and,  with  the  exception  of  Castleblaney,  there  is  no  place  in  the  county  pos- 
sessing a considerable  population  which  is  unprovided  with  a similai-  charity.  Though  this 
institution  affords  extensive  relief,  yet  it  would  be  felt  as  a material  benefit  if  another  hospital 
were  erected  for  those  parts  of  the  county  which  are  farthest  removed,  for  instance,  the  dis- 
trict about  Carrickmacross.  A tract  of  country  six  miles  in  diameter  and  possessing  as 
many  inhabitants  as  this,  would  be  as  much  as  one  man  could  efficiently  attend  to. 

The  house  is  a plain  stone  building  of  three  stories,  including  the  basement,  affording  ac- 
commodation for  40  patients,  and  at  present  containing  3.3 ; namely,  23  males  and  10  females. 
The  wards  are  clean,  spacious  and  well  ventilated ; each  patient  has  a separate  bed;  the 
lower  story  comprises  the  kitchen,  wash-house  and  shop ; above  are  two  rooms  for  the 
matron ; the  only  out-building  is  the  turf-house.  All  was  found  in  pretty  good  repair, 
except  the  water-closets,  which  were  originally  badly  constructed,  but  are  to  be  put  in  com- 
plete order  immediately.  Attached  is  a small  garden  well  supplied  with  the  common 
vegetables.  It  cost  last  year  but  14s.  2d.  for  labour,  and  9s.  bd.  torseeds,  and,  though  but 
half  an  English  acre  in  extent,  supplied  all  the  garden  stuff  required  for  the  hospital 
kitchen.  The  principal  medical  officer,  aged  62,  is  an  M.  A.  of  Edinburgh,  and 
M.R,,  C.  S.  E.  He  was  appointed  to  this  situation  in  the  year  1795,  and  holds  no  other 
appointment,  but  is  allowed  private  practice.  He  resides  in  the  town  of  Monaghan  and 
visits  the  intern  patients  every  day,  besides  attending  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  from  12  to  2 
for  the  extern  applicants.  In  case  of  intended  absence  he  is  bound  to  give  notice  to  the 
governors. 

The  apothecary  does  not  reside  in  the  house  but  attends  every  day  at  10  o’clock.  In  case 
of  immediate  assistance  being  necessary  recourse  would  be  bad  either  to  him  or  the 
principal  medical  officer,  who  lives  close  to  the  infirmary.  Medicines  are  dispensed  by  both 
the  above  officers. 

The  chief  medical  attendant  receives  92  6 s.  2 d.  per  annum ; the  apothecary  20 1.  per 
annum,  and  neither  receives  any  allowance  for  lodging,  &c. 

The  surgeon  is  elected  at  a meeting  of  the  governors,  as  is  also  the  apothecaiy ; but  no 
details  of  election  could  be  obtained,  as  there  had  been  no  vacancy  for  many  years.  There 
is  but  one  medical  man  resident  in  Monaghan  eligible  to  the  office  of  surgeon  to  the 
infirmary.  Any  patient  treated  with  harshness  or  neglect  by  either  of  the  medical  officers 
knows  that  he  can  complain  to  the  governor  who  recommended  him,  or  to  any  other  gover- 
nor of  the  institution. 

The  room  in  which  the  medicines  are  kept  is  neatly  and  veiy  conveniently  arranged.  The 
medicines  appear  to  be  sufficient  in  quantity  and  of  good  quality,  including  all  the  more 
delicate  preparations  such  as  morphia,  &c.  They  are  supplied  by  the  apothecary,  at  wholesale 
prices,  and  compounded  in  the  institution.  His  character  is  the  only  guarantee  for  their 
quality.  _ His  account  is  annually  inspected  by  the  chief  medical  officer,  and  when  signed 
by  him  is  discharged  by  the  treasurer.  His  bill  for  the  last  three  years  respectively  was  — 

£.  s.  d. 

48  7 

49  15  5 

44  14  11 

In 


1831 

1832 

1833 
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In  tlie  yearsending  January  the  5th,  for  the  same  period,  there  were  reheved  — 

I 183  2.  I 183  3.  ] 183  4. 

706 
228 


934 


These  numbers  show,  on  calculation,  that  the  average  cost  of  medicine  per  head  was  nearly 
1 s.  1 ^ rf.  The  charges  for  pint  mixtures  are  from  1 s.  to  Is.  7c?.;  for  leeches  6 d.  each ; for 
sarsaparilla  and  jalap  each  6s.  6d.  per  pound;  chalk-mixture  per  pint  Is.  4c?.;  box  of 
pills  3 c?.  The  above  items  are  from  the  apothecary’s  own  book,  and  are  presented  as 
specimens  of  the  rate  of  charging. 

Whatever  the  amount  may  be  as  compared  with  other  county  infirmaries,  it  is  question- 
able whether  a salaried  offecer  ought  ever  to  be  a contractor  for  any  article.  The  chief 
medical  officer  does  not  keep  any  medicines  for  private  practice,  and  none  are  sold  at  the 
institution.  The  supply  of  surgical  instruments- seemed  to  be  sufficient  for  the  wants  of 
tlie  institution. 

An  accurate  register  is  kept,  which  distinguishes  the  name  of  every  patient,  the  day  of 
admission,  his  age,  parish,  and  disease,  his  state  when  discharged,  and  the  time,  also  the 
name  of  the  recommender.  The  same  register  is  kept  of  out-patients,  but  the  result  is  not 
mentioned  ; and  in  neither  instance  is^  an  account  kept  of  those  who  may  have  been  refused. 
An  account  is  kept  of  all  capital  operations. 

Those  only  are  entitled  to  relief  or  admission  who  have  procured  the  recommendation  of 
a governor,  and  belong  to  the  county  of  Monaghan.  One  signature  suffices  to  a ticket, 
and  the  number  of  such  tickets  is  unlimited.  Persons  whose  circumstances  do  not  require 
gratuitous  relief  have  attempted  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  but  this  abuse 
^ guarded  against  as  much  as  possible. 

Extern  patients  are  seen  at  the  institution,  but  the  surgeon  is  not  bound  to  visit  them  at 
their  homes,  though  he  does  so  occasionally,  without  receiving  any  allowance  for  his  visits. 
In  case  of  accident  the  institution  does  possess  the  means  of  aftbrding  immediate  relief. 
Lying-in  cases  are  not  attended  at  the  infirmary.  The  very  poorest  women  apply  to  mid- 
wives, who  call  in  the  doctor  when  difficulty  exists ; and  accidents  are  rarely  heard  of. 
No  prescription-book  is  kept  here,  nor  are  any  prescriptions  of  neighbouring  practitioners 
made  up.  The  medical  officer  has  formed  a very  good  opinion  of  vaccination,  though 
he  has  known  of  several  instances  of  modified  small  pock  occurring  after  it,  but  none  were 
fatal ; he  will  not  inoculate  with  small  pock.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccination 
is  on  the  increase. 

Wine  and  other  extras  are  furnished  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  surgeon  and 
apothecary,  but  there  is  no  charity  in  the  town  upon  which  an  order  can  be  given  for  food, 
clothes  or  fuel. 

Any  person  belonging  to  the  county  and  having  the  order  of  a. governor  is  entitled  to 
admission ; these  tickets  are  easily  obtained,  and  there  are  some  beds  vacant  at  present. 
The  only  work  performed  by  the  patients  consists  in  keeping  clean  the  wards  and  passages, 
and  they  are  at  all  times  permitted  to  see  their  friends.  Lunatics  are  not  admitted ; the 
cases  which  occur  are  sent  to  Armagh.  Cholera  has  never  at  any  time  prevailed  here.  The 
clergy  of  every  religious  persuasion  are  admitted,  but  there  are  no  chaplains  attached. 
Religious  tracts  are  not  distributed. 


Out-patients  - 
In-patients 


1,177 

233 


1,011 

256 


The  Full  Dietary. 

Breakfast. — One  pint  of  sweet  milk,  five  ounces  of  meal  made  into  stirabout. 

Dinner. — Half  a pound  of  beef,  three  pounds  of  potatoes,  one  pint  of  broth. 

Supper. — One  pint  of  sweet  milk,  three  ounces  of  meal  in  stirabout. 

The  Low  Dietary.  This  is  the  only  diet  in  use. 

Breakfast. — ^Two  ounces  of  oatmeal,  half  a pint  of  sweet  milk,  half  a pint  of  gruel,  one 
quarter  of  a pound  of  bread. 

Dinner. — One  quarter  of  a pound  of  beef  made  into  broth,  two  pounds  of  potatoes. 

Supper. — Same  as  breakfast. 

The  dietary  to  be  uniform,  and  no  extras  to  be  allowed  those  on  the  full  dietai-y,  but  the 
surgeon  to  have  power  to  order  as  extras  whatsoever  may  be  necessary  for  the  patients  who 
may  be  on  the  low  dietary ; one  pound  of  meal  to  be  allowed  to  each  ward  per  day,  to 
make  gruel. 

For  the  housekeeper  per  day,  one  quart  of  sweet  milk,  half  a pound  of  bread,  three 
quarters  of  a pound  of  beef,  three  pounds  of  potatoes,  two  ounces  of  butter. 
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Servants  : one  man  and  two  women  each  per  day. 

Breakfast. — Half  a pound  of  meal  for  stirabout,  one  pint  of  sweet  milk. 

Dinner. — Four  days,  three  quarters  of  a pound  of  beef,  three  pounds  of  potatoes  • three 
days,  two  ounces  of  butter,  four  pounds  of  potatoes. 

Supper. — Same  as  breakfast. 


Although  the  institution  is  fairly  and  economically  conducted,  still  there  is  a want  of 
precision,  and  an  avoidihg  of  trouble  in  the  manner  of  apportioning  their  respective  diets  to 
the  patients.  Thus  1st : All  the  patients  in  the  house  are  kept  always  on  low  diet,  and  the 
motive  assigned  is,  that  it  is  the  oiily  diet  on  which  extras  can  be  ordered.  2d  : The  number 
of  patients  on  the  diet-roll  on  Saturday,  is  taken  as  the  number  of  diets  for  each  day  of 
the  following  week.  The  flesh-meat  is  laid  in  on  Mondays,  and  if  any  patients  should  die 
or  be  discharged  during  the  week  the  daily  total  of  meat  continues  the  same,  and  the 
newly  admitted  have  no  meat  for  the  week  of  admission  (this  rule  is  said  not  to  obtain  as 
to  the  daily  issue  of  bread,  potatoes,  milk,  meal,  &c.)  3d : There  is  no  daily  diet-roll  filled 
up,  and  therefore  the  patients  cannot  by  any  direct  means  ascertain  the  quantity  of  food  to 
which  they  may  be  entitled  on  any  day,  noi'  can  the  number  of  diets  paid  for  annually  by 
the  hospital  be  correctly  calculated.  4th  : When  any  extra  article  of  food  is  ordered,  the 
order  continues  in  force  for  the  remainder  of  the  week.  This  mode  of  regulating  such  a * 
point  of  hospital  discipline  is  so  very  loose  and  inaccurate,  both  in  a medical  and  fiscal 
point  of  view,  that  it  ought  to  be  corrected.  Of  33  patients  on  the  diet-roll,  on  the  day  of 
the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  all  on  low  diet,  one  only  had  extra  milk.  Taking 
12,775  as  the  number  of  diets  issued  last  year,  made  out  by  striking  a daily  average  of  the 
number  of  patients  on  the  diet-roll  of  each  week,  or  12,661  diets  made  out  by  multipiyino- 
the  number  of  pounds  of  meat  issued  by  four,  a quarter  of  a pound  being  the  daily  allowance 
of  each  patient  on  low  diet  (and  all  being  considered  on  low  diet),  the  expense  of  one 
diet  is  between  ^Id.  and  4 as  calculated  by  a gentleman  present.  When  it  is  recollected 
that  by  the  Monaghan  dietary  system,  each  patient  has  some  flesh-meat  every  day,  whilst 
by  that  of  Armagh  no  patient  on  low  diet  has  any  flesh-meat,  and  that  a very  large 
majority  of  the  latter  patients  are  on  low  diet,  the  difference  of  expense  between  the  daily 
diets  of  these  two  institutions  will  appear  the  more  striking.  But  the  daily  'number  of 
patients  supported  throughout  the  year  by  each  hospital  respectively,  and  the  amounts  of 
their  respective  annual  expenditure  when  compared  together,  seem  very  extraordinary 
indeed. 

No  clothing  is  provided  for  the  inmates. 

The  general  management  rests  in  the  governors,  of  whom  themedical  officer  is  not  one,  nor 
any  governor  ex  officio.  The  fixed  meetings  are  annual  on  the  5th  of  June,  but  the  attend- 
ance at  them  is  irregular,  and  voting  by  proxy  is  permitted.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings 
are  kept. 

There  is  no  committee  of  management  nor  any  board  of  inspection,  nor  monthly  or  quarterly 
meetings.  The  rector  of  the  parish  frequently  comes  in,  but  there  are  no  appointed 
visitors. 

The  officers  not  medical  are,  1st,  [the  treasurer,  without  a salary;  2d,  the  r^istrar,  who 
is  likewise  secretary,  with  a salary  of  20 1.  per  annum.  The  latter  situation  is  permanent. 

The  attendants  are, 

£.  s.  d. 

The  matron,  salary  - - - - - - 31  10- 

Two  maid  servants,  each  at  - - - - - - 31310 

Porter  ----------778 


All  are  allowed  board  and  lodging,  and  there  are  printed  rules  for  their  conduct. 

All  stores  are  procured  through  contract  by  public  advertisement,  and  no  contractor  has 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  hospital  or  its  governors.  The  contract  prices  for  the  following 
articles  werg: 


£. 


Workington  coal,  per  ton,  delivered  - - - - - 12 

Potatoes,  per  stone  ---------- 

Meal,  per  cwt.  - - - - - - - - -10 

Bread,  per  lb.  - — 

Soap,  per  cwt.  - --  ___-_ii6 

Candles,  per  dozen  lbs.,  moulds  ------- 

Ditto  ditto  dips  - --  --  --- 

Straw,  per  cwt.  - --  --  --  --1 

Sweet  milk,  per  imp.  gallon  - - - - - -- 

Turf,  per  cwt.  - --  --  --  - 112 


d. 

6 

3 

5 

li 

8 

6 
1 

5i 


No  other  article  is  contracted  for ; meat  is  bought  every  week  in  the  market  by  the 
registrar. 

Printed  annual  reports  are  made.  This  district  possesses  a considerable  number  of  persons 
able  and  willing  to  assist  in  investigating  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  principal  sources  of  income  of  this  charity  are  the  interest  on  stock,  and  the  grand 
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jury  presentment.  The  total  receipts  for  the  last  three  years  were,  respectively,  including 
balance  in  hands : 

£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

1832  - _ - Receipts  852  - 7 Expenditure  714  1 2 

1833  _ - - „ 814-6  „ 603  6 7j 

1834  - - - „ 838  1 5|  „ 614  8 6 

The  capital  stock  vested  in  government  securities,  yielding  135?.  13s.  \0d.  per  annum,  is 
not  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  but  in  those  of  trustees.  The  annual  funds  are 
kept  by  the  treasurer.  Check -books  are  kept  with  each  of  the  contractors,  and  the  registrar 
keeps  a day-book  for  all  transactions,  which  he  afterwards  posts  into  a ledger. 

No  medical  or  surgical  instruction  of  any  kind  is  given  here. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Dasiel  Auchinleck,  esq. — The  Rev.  Charles  C.  Beresford. — Jokes  Crawford,  esq. — 
Samuel  Galbraith,  esq. — A.  W.  Cole  Hamiltok,  esq. — Dv.  Maxwell. — Alexander 
M'Causland,  esq. — Rev.  W.  G.  Stack. — Sir  Hugh  Stewart,  m.p — The  Surgeon  aiid  the 
Apothecary. 

The  Tyrone  Infirmary  is  the  only  hospital  for  the  general  reception  of  disease  within  the  limits 
of  the  county,  which  contains  a population  of  about  300,000  souls.  The  Omagh  Dispensary, 
which  is  connected  with  the  present  institution,  is  the  only  establishment  of  the  kind  within 
a distance  of  six  miles.  Such  charities  are,  however,  veiy  judiciously  diffused  throughout 
most  parts  of  the  county,  and  are  usually  well  situated  with  reference  to  the  population, 
which  they  are  more  expressly  designed  to  relieve.  Some  districts  are,  however,  mentioned, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  are  not  less  than  10  or  12  miles  from  all  sources  of  professional  assist- 
ance. Another  point  to  which  the  gentlemen  present  advert,  is  the  total  want  of  hospital 
accommodation  m several  small  and  remote  towns.  This  is  a deficiency  which  they  describe 
as  having  often  been  very  sensibly  felt,  and  they  suggest  that  a building  on  a limited  scale 
should  be  connected  with  a certain  number  of  the  rural  dispensaries,  and  that  it  should  have 
for  its  objects  the  reception  and  treatment  of  persons  labouring  under  fever  and  accidents. 

The  Infirmary  is  a long,  low  building,  two  stories  in  height,  with  an  attic  in  the  roof,  and 
a basement  containing  seven  small  wards.  The  roof  is  in  a bad  condition,  but  the  remain- 
ing portions  of  the  house  are  in  a very  fair  state  of  repair.  The  wards  contain  altogether 
29  beds.  The  number  of  patients  in  t^e  house  amounts,  however,  to  39.  Of  these,  30  sleep 
two  in  a bed,  and  eight  are  disposed  in  four  beds  placed  in  a cockloft,  18  feet  by  15.  Six- 
teen of  the  beds  are  for  males  and  nine  for  females,  but  no  vacant  bed  is  reserved  for  acci- 
dents. The  attic  referred  to  is  without  a ceiling,  and  the  slate  is  the  only  division  from  the 
external  atmosphere,  which  readily  imparts  to  the  ward  its  heat  in  summer  and  its  cold  in 
winter.  As  to  ventilation,  it  is  on  the  whole  as  perfect  as,  under  the  circumstances,  it  can  be. 
The  supply  of  water  is  good,  but  it  does  not  extend  to  the  upper  stories.  The  title  to  the 
premises  is  defective ; they  are  considered  to  be  the  property  of  the  governors  of  the  insti- 
tution, but  the  lease  cannot  be  found.  It  has  been  long  in  contemplation  to  erect  a new 
County  Hospital,  but  in  addition  to  the  want  of  funds,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  an 
eligible  site  for  the  building,  the  bad  title  reduces  the  selling  price  of  the  present  building. 

The  surgeon  to  the  institution  is  a gentleman  in  his  5 5th  year,  who  was  formerly  a surgeon 
in  the  Royal  Artillery.  He  was  appointed  as  general  medical  attendant  in  the  year  1808.  He 
is  bound  to  attend  daily  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital,  and  his  duty  has  never  been  performed 
by  proxy.  It  is  stated  that  he  has  never  been  absent  from  his  post  but  on  one  occasion, 
when  he  was  sent  by  the  governors  to  a district  visited  by  cholera,  in  order  to  render  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  epidemic.  He  holds  two  other  appointments,  namely,- 
that  of  surgeon  to  the  County  Gaol,  and  that  of  medical  superintendent  of  the  Omagh 
Dispensary.  In  the  former  capacity  he  receives  a salary  of  80 1.  late  currency ; in  the  latter 
his  emoluments  have  not  been  fixed  ; and  the  highly  objectionable  practice  is  adopted  and 
sanctioned  by  recorded  resolutions  of  the  committee  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  the  charity, 
ofhanding  over  to  him,  as  salary,  the  whole  of  the  balance  remaining  at  the  annual  settle- 
ment of  accounts,  after  paying  the  outlay.  This  balance,  in  every  case  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  dispensary  in  1831,  has  exceeded  the  whole  amount  of  the  county  grant,  whilst 
the  outlay  has  been  invariably  comprehended  under  two  heads,  viz.,  stationery  and  medi- 
cine. For  three  years’ medicine  is  charged  93?.  17s.  2<i.  In  that  time  tlie  surgeon  has 
received  185?.  13s*.  7d. ; the  whole  income  of  the  institution  having  amounted  to  288?.  11s. 


£.  s.  d. 

In  183]  he  received  - - - - - - 67  37 

1832  - - - - - - - - 60  -- 

1833  - 58  10  - 


The  second  medical  officer  of  the  County  Infirmary  is  the  apothecary.  He  resides  oppo- 
site the  establishment,  but  does  not  receive  any  allowance  towards  the  Expenses  of  a 
residence.  The  surgeon  is  provided  with  apartments  in  the  Infirmary  to  the  number  of  four 

rooms  and  a kitchen. 

0.5.  3 n 2 H*® 
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His  remuneration  as  attendant  of  the  hospital  is  drawn  from  the  treasury,  and  amounts 
to  lOOZ.  per  annum,  late  Irish  currency.  The  apothecary  receives  27/.  13s.  lOd.  per  annum 

The  governors  possess  the  right  of  electing  the  medical  officers,  but  there  has  not  heeii 
an  opportunity  of  exercising  the  privilege  since  the  year  1808. 

The  stock  of  medicines  for  the  County  Infirmary,  and  that  for  the  use  of  the  Omagh 
Dispensary,  are  kept  in  the  same  place,  namely,  one  of  the  apartments  occupied  by  the 
surgeon,  in  which  he  also  keeps  those  medicines  which  are  intended  for  his  private  patients 
It  is  stated  that  this  arrangement  has  not  been  productive  of  any  confusion,  and  that  the" 
medicines  belonging  to  the  establishment  are  never  sold.  The  drugs  for  the  two  charities 
are  purchased  from  different  houses.  Those  required  for  the  infirmary  from  Boileau  & George, 
those  for  the  dispensary  from  Leckey  & More,  both  Dublin  houses.  For  the  fonner  insti- 


[ was  m rite  years — £ s d 

1830  - 1S9  9 4 

18.31  141  43 

1832  - - - - - - - - 139  11  10 


The  surgeon  is  accustomed  to  issue  each  day  to  the  apothecary  as  much  as  the  occasion 
is  likely  to  demand.  No  pharmaceutical  apparatus  whatsoever  has  been  provided,  but  tliere 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  deficiency  of  surgical  instruments  for  the  purposes  of  the  hospital. 
These  are  occasionally  lent.  Leeches  are  adopted  in  the  practice  of  the  infirmary, 
and  they  are  supplied  by  the  Dublin  druggists.  Very  little  has  been  done  towards  the 
diffusion  of  vaccination.  It  is  found  exti-emely  difficult  to  obtain  the  regular  attendance  of 
those  on  whom  it  has  been  performed,  and  the  poor  do  not  appear  ..to  be  impressed  with 
much  confidence  in  the  utility  of  the  measure,  owing  a good  deal  to  the  results  of  their  own 
inattention  and  carelessness.  Small-pock  exists  periodically  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town,  but  the  surgeon  of  the  infimary  expresses  himself  as  strongly  averse  from  the  inocu- 
lation with  variolous  matter. 

The  registration  of  the  patients  admitted  into  the  house  is  carried  on  under  the  following- 
heads,  namely,  name  of  patient  and  of  the  governor  who  recommended  him,  date  of 
patients,  admission  and  nature  of  his  disease,  date  of  discharge  or  of  death,  and  general 
remarks  on  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case.  Of  this  document  an  abstract  is 
periodically  laid  before  the  members  of  the  gmnd  jury.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
refuse  application  for  admission  owing  to  want  of  room.  At  the  date  of  the  Assistant- 
Commissioner’s  visit  to  the  charity  the  number  of  patients  in  the  house  was,  as  has  been 
already  intimated,  39,  of  whom  30  were  in  double,  and  nine  in  single  beds. 

Each  governor  is  entitled  to  issue  an  unlimited  number  of  tickets,  recommending  the 
bearer  to  be  admitted  into  the  infirmary.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  these  recom- 
mendations are  not  to  be  issued  in  favour  of  any  persons,  except  of  the  residents  of  the 
county  of  Tyrone,  neither  is  it  usual  that  the  domestic  servants  of  governors  should  avail 
themselves  of  them.  Accidents  alone  are  entitled  to  unconditional  admission.  The  patients 
in  the  house  appeared  to  the  Assistant-Commissioners  to  be  of  the  most  indigent  class, 
squalid  and  in  rags,  with  a very  large  proportion  of  scrofulous  cases ; and  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  any  individuals  have  been  in  the  habit  of  availing  themselves  of  the 
benefits  of  the  charity,  except  those  whose  circumstances  and  poverty  rendered  them  fit 
objects  for  gratuitous  relief. 

It  is  imnecessary  to  refer  to  the  details  connected  with  the  affording  of  aid  by  the 
dispensary.  Those  subjects  have  been  exhibited  in  the  evidence  given  in  reference  to  that 
institution.* 

What  has  just  been  said  may  be  considered  to  relate  to  those  who  are  received,  into  the 
hospital ; the  treatment  of  these  latter  does  not  require  any  remarks,  and  the  prescription- 
book  was  found  to  contain  the  remedies  usually  adopted  by  the  profession.  Those  who  have 
attained  the  convalescent  stage  are  occasionally  called  upon  to  render  assistance  to  the  other 
patients,  and  to  help  the  servants  to  clean  the  premises.  It  has  not  been  considered  neces- 
sary to  attach  chaplains  to  the  estabHshment,  but  permission  is  given  to  the  clergy  of  all 
sects  to  hold  communion  at  all  times  with  the  members  of  their  respective  creeds  who 
may  happen  to  be  inmates  of  the  house.  At  the  same  time  there  has  not  been  any 
improper  interference  with  the  religious  opinions  of  the  sick,  either  on  the  part  of  clergy 
or  laity,  and  the  circulation  of  controversial  tracts  has  never  taken  place.  The  hospital  does 
not  contain  any  ward  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  lunatics.  The  county  of  Tyrone  is 
included  in  the  district  of  the  Londonderry  Lunatic  Asylnm,  and  as  that  institution  is  at 
present  full,  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  place  some  lunatic  patients  in  the  gaol,  as  a 
temporary  resource.  When  the  epidemic  cholera  made  its  appearance  in  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Omagh  two  cases  of  the  disease  manifested  themselves  in  the  infirmary. 

The  diet  of  the  patients  is  fixed  by  an  established  dietary,  from  which  few  deviations  are 
made.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  allowance  of  meat  is  very  liberal. 

General  Diet. 

Breakfast. — One  quart  of  stirabout,  with  one  pint  of  sweet  milk. 

Dinner. — On  Sundays  and  Thursdays,  eight  ounces  of  meat,  with  one  quart  of  broth, 
three  and  a half  pound  of  potatoes.  On  other  days,  three  and  a half  pound  of  potatoes, 
one  pint  of  sweet  milk. 

Bread 


• See  Omagh  Dispensary. 
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Bread  Diet. 

Breakfast. — One  pound  of  bread,  with  one  pint  of  sweet  milk. 

Di/m/r.— One  pound  of  bread,  with  one  pint  of  sweet  milk.  Meat  and  broth  as  above. 

Half-bread  Diet. 

Breakfast. — Eight  ounces  of  bread,  one  pint  of  sweet  milk. 

Eight  ounces  of  bread,  one  pint  of  sweet  milk ; meat  and  broth  as  above. 

Tea  &c.  &c.  are  only  ordered  when  absolutely  necessary.  ... 

The^  o-eneral  management  of  the  afiairs  of  the  institution  is  strictly  confined  to  the 
p-overnors,  and  the  medical  attendant  has  been  excluded  from  all  participation  in  it.  The 
meetings  of  the  governors  are  by  no  means  regular,  but  it  is  stated  that  they  are  iri  tlie 
habit  of  assembling  generally  about  twice  in  the  course  of  the  year.  At  these  meetings  from 
six  to  eight  governors  constitute  the  ordinary  attendance.  They  examine  and  pass  the 
accounts, 'and  minutes  are  always  kept  of  their  proceedings.  The  voting  is  always  personal, 
but  it  is  mentioned  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  that,  on  this  point,  the  practice  is  different  at 
dispensaries,  and  the  instance  of  a recent  election  at  the  Dungannon  Dispensary  is  adduced. 

No  managing  committee  has  ever  been  appointed,  and  its  place  is  but  imperfectly  supplied 
by  the  BoarS  o?  Superintendence,  which  has  been  selected  by  the  grand  jury  to  attend  to  all 
the  chaiities  throughout  the  county.  i -^i  * 

The  treasurer  is  the  only  non-medical  officer.  He  is  elected  by  open  voting,  and  without 
reference  to  religious  distinctions.  He  acts  without  any  remuneration. 

A large' proportion  of  the  articles  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  establishment  are 
procured  by  public  contract  of  which  printed  notices  are  circulated.  The  following  are  the 
prices  of  some  of  the  principal  stores.  ' ^ 

Beef,  without  bone  -----  Sjperlb. 

Oatmeal  - - - - - -13  4 

Potatoes - per  stone. 

New  milk  - - - - - - - 2 per  lb. 

Straw 1 4 per  120  lb. 

Fuel  (turf)  - - - - - - - 4 per  box.  (This  measure 

is  equal  to  the  military  box,  being  4 feet  wide,  0 feet  long  and  5 feet  high.) 

No  printed  reports  exist  from  which  to  derive  any  accurate  information  as  to  the  affairs  of 
the  charity  in  previous  yeai-s.  It  is,  however,  stated  that,  so  far  as  the  wants  of  the  poor  are 
concerned,  the  district  contains  a large  number  of  intelligent  individuals,  who  are  both  able 
and  willing  to  participate  in  any  investigation  which  may  be  made  into  the  real  condition  of 
the  indigent  classes  of  the  population.  , • . . vi 

The  institution  possesses  a small  fixed  income,  derived  from  the  interest  payable  on 
2,681 1.  14s.  2 J d.  vested  in  the  government  3 J per  cents.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of  its 
receipts  are,  however,  made  up  of  the  following  items,  as  shown  in  the  treasurer  s account 
for  the  year  ending  5th  January  1834  : — 


CoUXTV 

IXFIllMARlES. 

UhUr. 

County  Tyrone. 

Examinations  taken  by 
SirD.  Harry,  m.». 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,M.  B. 

County  Infirmary. 


General  Manage- 
ment. 


Managing 

Committee. 

Officers  not 

Medical. 

Stores. 


Reports. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 


Interest  on  vested  stock  - - - - 

Parliamentary  grant  - - - - 

Grand  jury  presentment  - - - _ - 

Subscriptions  and  fines  from  petty  sessions 


£. 

108 


387  10 
64  17 


The  funds  are  collected  by  the  treasurer,  and  remain  m his  hands  until  wanted.  No  other  Collection  and 
otBcer  is  allowed  to  hold  any  money  belonging  to  the  chanty  in  his  possession.  Costody. 

The  nature  of  the  charges  incurred  to  meet  the  objects  of  the  infirmary  is  best  shown  by  Expenditure, 
the  following  abstract  of  the  details  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending^Jailuary^S,  1834;— 


Paid  for  provisions 
„ Wine 

Medicines  on  account 
Fuel  - 

Soap  - - - 

Candles 
Furniture 
Repairs 

Rent  - - - 

Salaries 

Contingencies 


8 

38 


7 

105 

51 


£.638  16  1 


The  accounts  are  in  the  first  instance  certified  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  afterwards  laid  Accounts, 

before  the  governors  foV  a final  examination,  without  which  they  cannot  be  dischai^ed.  , r 

The  opportunities  afforded  for  medical  and  surgical  education  by  the  practice  of  the  Mefiical  Instruc- 
hospital  are  quite  neglected.  , . , , . ^’*^*'* 

Post-mortem  examinations  are  rarely  made,  in  consequence  of  .the  difficulty  with  whicii 
the  deceased's  friends  are  in  general  induced  to  consent  to  the  practice. 
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Examiiiacious  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  m.  d. 

District 

Lunatic  Asylum 
at  Ballimsloe. 


Population  and 
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Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 


Medical  Officer. 


Payment. 

Plurmacy. 
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tration. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 


Persons  who  attended  thn  Examination. 
The  Medical  Attendant.— The  Manager. 


The  Connaught  District  Lunatic  Asylum  is  intended  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  from  all 
parts  of  the  province  of  Connaught.  For  this  extensive  design  it  is  certainly  inadequate 
and  the  inefficiency  has  latterly  made  itself  so  sensible,  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  make 
an  addition  to  the  edifice,,  or  rather  so  to  re-arrange  the  present  internal  dispositions  that 
accommodation  may  be  obtained  for  an  increased  number  of  patients.  > ’ 

The  building  is  perfectly  new,  twelve  months  not  having  elapsed  since  it  was  opened 
It  is  laid  out  for  the  reception  of  152  lunatics,  but  it  might  be  made  to  hold  l6fi' 
It  has  been  proposed  by  one  of  the  Inspectors-General  of  Prisons,  that  place  should* 
be  provided  for  fifty  incurables  or  epileptics,  and  in  compliance  with  this  suggestion 
the  directors  have  made  preparations  for  18  of  the  two  classes.  The  boundary  wall 
of  the  institution  includes  about  10  J acres  of  land,  the  purchase  of  which,  together 
with  the  cost  of  the  entire  building,  furnished  as  it  now  stands,  amounted  to  about 
27,OOO  Z.  The  situation  has  been  very  unhappily  chosen,  and  is  in  some  degree  tlie  cause  of 
many  inconveniences.  The  ground  is  low,  and  the  surrounding  fields  ai-e  subject  to  frequent 
inundations.  From  the  want  of  a sufficient  fall,  the  premises  are  very  imperfectly  drained  • 
there  ai-e  no  water-closets,  and  the  privies  in  the  yard  are  without  a current  of  water  passing 
through  them  ; add  to  this,  that  as  there  is  no  special  place  into  which  to  throw  the  filth  and 
dirty  straw,  the  privies  ar^  used  fpr  that  purpose.  Neither  is  there  any  store  for  the  day’s 
supply  of  turf,  which  is  usually  brought  from  the  chief  depot  through  the  centre  of  the  build- 
ing. The  accommodation  for  the  servants  is  also  said  to  be  very  restricted,  a defect  whicli 
will  be  very  much  felt  when  the  asylum  becomes  full.  The  general  state  of  this  esta- 
blishment as  to  cleanliness,  arrangement  and  classification  is  certainly  very  inferior  to.that 
of  the  similar  institution  in  Belfast.  The  Assistant  Commissioners  saw  31  male  lunatics  and 
idiots  at  dinner,  crowded  around  two  tables  joined  together  at  the  ends,  neither  of  which  could 
separately  accommodate  more  than  12  persons.  The  poor  creatures  were  so  closely  placed  on 
the  benches  that  many  of  them  were  obliged  to  lean  either  forwards  or  backwards  in  order 
to  obtain  sitting  room,  and  to  ease  their  uncomfortable  position.  There  was  at  the  same  time 
a large  dining-room  vacant.  Of  the  10^  acres  mentioned  as  being  contained  within  the 
walls,  the  entire  is  devoted  to  the  raising  of  potatoes  and  oats,  no  portion  of  it  being  laid  out 
for  improvement  or  ornamental  gardening,  so  as  to  afford  a source  of  wholesome  recreation  to 
the  convalescent  patients.  Notwithstanding  the  alleged  want  of  proper  depositories  for  refuse 
and  dirt,  a walled-in  space,  having  the  appearance  of  being  intended  for  such  an  end,  was 
observed  in  a recess  at  the  back  of  the  building.  It  was,  however,  found,  on  examination,  to 
have  been  converted  into  a pigsty,  and  to  be  occupied  by  five  large  pigs. 

There  is  but  one  medical  officer,  a gentleman  who  is  not  exclusively  attached  to  the  insti- 
tution, but  is  also  engaged  in  private  practice.  Each  patient  is  presented  to  him  on  his  ad- 
mission, and  he  then  decides  on  the  line  of  treatment  which  is  to  be  pursued.  He  also  visits 
the  sick  daily. 

His  salary  is  100^.  per  annum. 

The  state  of  the  pharmacy  displayed  considerable  neatness,  and  every  thing  in  it  seemed 
to  be  in  good  order.  The  orders  for  medicines  (which  are  procured  from  the’  Apothecaries’ 
Company)  are  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  manager,  and  are  always  countersigned  by  the  phy- 
sician, to  whose  inspection,  and  to  that  of  the  board,  the  druggist’s  bills  are  likewise  sub- 
mitted pevious  to  their  being  discharged. 

The  registration  of  the  patients  is  conducted  with  much  accuracy,  and  shows  at  a glance 
the  portions  of  the  province  to  which  each  lunatic  belongs.  The  gross  number  of  cases 
admitted  between  the  16th  November  1833,  and  the  30th  September  1834  was  139,  of 
whom  only  21  were  discharged  cured,  three  were  taken  away  by  their  friends,  and  one  died. 
Of  those  admitted  45  were  from  the  county  Galway,  37  from  the  county  Mayo,  39  from 
the  county  Roscommon,  16  from  the  county  Leitrim,  and  two  from  the  county  Sligo;  the 
latter  county  is  at  the  greatest  distance  from  Ballinasloe.  Of  males  there  were  84,  of 
females  55.  ^ On  the  day  that  the  Assistant  Commissioners  visited  the  asylum  the  number 
of  patients  in  the  house  amounted  to  114,  of  whom  74  were  males  and  40  females.  There 
were  but  four  individuals  under  meilical  treatment.  The  entire  consisted  of — 


Cases  of  Epilepsy  - 
„ Mania 
.,  Monomania 
„ Amentia  - 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


16 

40 

6 

21 


4 

20 

7 


20 

60 

6 

28 


83 


31 


It  was  melancholy  to  be  informed  by  the  physician,  that  although  the  asylum  had  not  been 
open  quite  one  year,  yet  of  the  above  114  cases  not  less  than  84  were  to  be  considered  as 

utterly 
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incurable.  It  thus  appears  too  clearly  that,  rvMlst  the  gOTemment  and  the  country 
thought  thev  were  founding  establishments  into  which  the  curable  pauper  lunatrc  might  be 
received,  ani  thence  be  returned,  restored  by  proper  treatment  to  usefuhiess,  they  have  m Conmu^hl. 
fnith  been  erecting  palaces  for  the  permanent  accommodation  of  slavering  worthless  Galway. 

idiots  and  have  surrounded  these  unconscious  beings  with  an  expensive  tram  of  officers,  

servants  and  other  machinery,  whilst  the  hard  working  useful  peasant  is  either  refused  Ksauiinations  taken  by 
admittance  from  want  of  room,  or  does  not  seek  it  owing  to  the_  distance  at  which  he  may  SuD.  Barry,  m^d. 
reside.  This  state  of  things  constitutes  a most  pressing  evil,  and  requires  coiTection.  • • -•  “• 

Surely  a plain  and  cheaply  built  house,  with  a more  economical  staff,  would  be  quite  good  District 
enouffh  to  lodge  the  helpless  and  unconscious  idiot ; and  one  or  two  such  houses  in  every  Lunatic  Asylum 
county  or  city  would  be  productive  of  more  real  relief  to  the  community  than  one  palace  Ballimsloe. 
for  each  district.  As  to  the  classification  of  the  patients  with  a view  to  keeping  separate 
those  who  labour  under  different  forms  of  mental  disease,  it  was  stated  tliat  Ae  male 
patients  were  divided  into  four  classes,  and  the  females  into  two.  The  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners wei’e,  however,  unable  to  miderstand  the  principles  on  which  the  classification  had 
been  made.  None  of  the  males  were  seen  engaged  in  any  employment.  A few  of  the 
females  were  observed  spinning,  netting,  and  rendering  assistance  in  the  domestic  services  , 

ofthe  house,  such  as  washing,  &c.  . , r ^ 

The  entire  establishment  is  placed  under  the  authority  of  a,  certain,  number  ot  du-ectors  General  Manage- 
appointed  by  Goveniment,  but  as  they  live  in  various  and  distant  parts  of  the  province,  ment. 
their  meetings  have  been  irregular  and  at  long  inteiwals.  Even  dmung  tins,  the  first  year 
that  the  asylum  has  been  open,  considerable  inconvenience  has  been  experienced  from  the 
delays  which  have  occurred.  During  the  last  three  months  no  meeting  whatsoever  has 
been  held,  but  it  is  hoped  that  one  will  soon  take  place,  as  the  approaching  October  fair 
of  Baliinasioe  is  likely  to  assemble  many  of  the  directing  body.  _ 

The  principal  and  most  responsible  officer  of  the  asylum  is  the  manager.  He  receives  Officers  not 
a salaiy  of  200 1.  per  annum ; there  is  also  a matron  at  60 1.  per  annum.  Both  of  these  medica . 
officers  reside  in  the  institution.  , r.  , a . 

From  a return  of  the  actual  number  of  inmates  of  the  establishment  on  the  2d  oi  October,  Attendants, 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  attendants  engaged  in  its  service  amounts  to  26. 

The  articles  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  house  are  procured  by  contract.  As  to  Stores, 
the  prices 'paid,  the  following  list  will  enable  a tolerably  accurate  judgment  to  be  formed  of 
their  justness : — 

£,  s.  d. 

Turf,  per  statute  box  - - - - - ■ - --  5 

Potatoes,  per  cwt.  (4d.  per  stone)  - - - ~ - -28 

Oaten  straw,  per  cwt.  ------ 

White  bread,  per  4 lbs.  ------ 

Whitehaven  coal,  per  ton  _ - - - - 

Sweet  milk,  per  imperial  gallon  - 
Oaimeal,  per  cwt.  ------ 

White  soap,  per  stone  ------ 

Yellow,  ditto  ------- 

Candles  (dips  and  moulds),  per  lb.  - 
Beer,  per  barrel  ------- 

Beef,  including  bone,  per  Ib.- 

Men’s  shoes,  per  pair  ------  - - . 

Women’s  ditto  4 10 

Kepairing  men’s  shoes,  per  pair  - - - - - -2- 

Ditto  - women’s  ditto  - - - - - - -18 

No  benefit  is  derived  from  the  facilities  which  an  institution  like  the  present  affords  for  Medical  Instruc- 
education.  No  plan  exists  by  which  a person  can  be  instructed  in  the  mode  of  taking  care  tion. 

•of  lunatics. 


- - 6| 
1 12  - 
- - 5h 
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Person  who  attended  the  Examination. 


The  Medical  Attendant. — The  Manager. 

Tee  Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum  is  intended  for  the  admission  of  lunatics  from  the 


Leinster 
County  Carlow, 


Intern  Patients. 


counties  of  Carlow,  Kildare,  Kilkenny  and  Wexford.  • 

At  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  there  were  97  patients  in  tlie  Lunatic  Asylum  a 
asylum;  51  males,  46  females,  not  one  of  whom  was  under  medical  treatmenHor  insanity,  Carlow. 

and  only  four  for  physical  maladies,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  of  serious  impoitarice.  . 

The  cumtive  management  of  the  inmates  of  this  asylum,  so  far  as  regards  their  pecu 
disease,  insanity,  has  been  hitherto  conducted  upon  the  purest  principles  of  moral  treatment, 
and  in  this  respect  presents  a marked  contrast  with  that  adopted^  in  the  Mai-yborougli 
Asylum.  There  the  surgeon  is  invested,  by  the  standing  rules  of  the  institution,  with  the  entire 
control  of  “ the  treatment,  both  physical  and  moral,”  of  all  the  patients,  41  otwiomweie 
taking  various  kinds  of  medicine  for  the  cure  of  insanity  at  the  period  of  the  Assis  1 om 
missionevs’  visit.  The  manager  could  be  looked  upon  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  upper 
keeper.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  very  first  rule  of  the  establishment  stato,  la  le 
manager  is  expressly  to  be  considered  the  chief  officer  of  the  institution.  Ine  ru  e 
adds,  that  “ he  is  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  cases  of  the  patients,  and  to  mam- 
0.5.  3E4 
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tain  such  intercourse  with  them  as  will  enable  him  at  all  times  to  satisfy  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors as  to  the  character  and  mode  of  moral  treatment  applicable  to  each  case.”  “ The 
medical  attendant”  is  merely  required  “ to  visit  the  asylum  twice  a week,  aud  to  attend 
when  sent  for  to  prescribe  for  such  of  the  inmates  as  may  require  medical  care.”  Here  no 
patient  ever  takes  medicine  unless  it  be  for  some  indisposition  which  would  call  for  medical 
treatment  even  if  he  were  in  his  sound  mind. 

The  results  of  these  two  opposite  modes  of  treating  the  insane,  adopted  by  the  two 
asylums  respectively,  stand  recorded  in  their  printed  reports  for  the  period  therein  stated,  as 
follows ; viz. 


Carlow'  : 

Number  of  Patients  treated  from  7 May  183-2 
to  31  December  1833  ; 

Total  • - - - - - -121 

Recowered  and  discharged  - - . gg 

Died 

Time,  20  months.  ~ 

Of  the  86  remaining  at  the  above  period,  there 
are  stated  to  be 

Convalescent  - - - - * 13 

Considered  curable  - - - ■ ■ 19 

Ditto  - incurable  - - - - 54 

86 

Jt  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remark,  after  this  statement,  that  there  is  a manifest  want  of 
uniformity  and  precision  in  the  systems  of  management  of  the  insane  poor  now  in  operation 
in  the  lunatic  asylums  visited  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners. 

The  economical  department  of  this  asylum  is  deserving  of  notice,  more  particularly  as 
compared  with  some  others. 

The  extent  of  farm  ground  and  garden  attached  to  the  institution  is  10  ^ Irish  acres,  on 
a portion  of  which  the  late  manager  planted  potatoes,  barley  and  vegetables,  after  making  an 
outlay  of  10LI6S.  6d.  The  produce  of  this  outlay,  collected  by  the  present  manager, 
appointed  in  September  1834,  has  been, 


£.  s.  d. 

Potatoes,  120  barrels,  valued  at  6 s.  per  barrel  - - - 36  - - 

Barley  sold  - . - --  873 

Pigs,  fed  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution  - - 13  8 9 

Pigs  now  feeding,  and  expected  to  sell  for  - - - -12-- 

Vegetables  sold  - - - - - - - -2  -- 


£.71  16  - 


Marybohough. 

Number  of  Patients  treated  from  14  May  183J 


to  30  June  1834: 

Total 113 

Discharged  cured  - - - - - 2 1 

Died 8 

Time,  13  months, — 

The  number  considered  curable  of  the  80  re- 
maining at  the  above  period  - not  stated. 
Convalescent  - - . _ ditto. 

Incurable  -----  ditto. 


There  are  a dozen  pigs  now  kept  on  the  offal  of  the  house  and  farm ; two  of  which  for 
the  profit  of  the  manager  as  a perquisite,  one  for  that  of  the  matron. 

The  expenses  of  this  institution  are  efficiently  controlled,  whilst  the  inmates  are  looked 
after  with  a degree  of  well-directed  attention,  by  the  physician,  the  manager  and  the  matron, 
which  the  Assistant  Commissioners  have  no  where  seen  excelled.  There  is  a good  deal  of 
nursery  and  ornamental  horticulture  going  on,  which  enlarges  aud  varies  the  sphere  of 
employment  for  the  insane  males.  - 

There  is  one  physician,  who  receives  a salary  of  lOOZ. ; one  manager,  220  Z.,  who  does  the 
duties  of  secretary  and  clerk,  without  additional  salary,  by  express  stipulation. 

By  the  rules  of  the  asylum,  the  physician  attends  two  days  in  the  week,  aud  on  all  parti- 
cular occasions  when  called  on.  lliere  is  a standard  dietary,  which  he  is  bound  to  follow, 
except  under  peculiar  circumstances,  when  he  is  authorized  to  order  tea,  wine,  or  mutton 
broth.  He  is  bound  to  keep  a register,  in  which  are  entered'  the  names  of  the  inmates,  the 
nature  of  their  distempers,  the  date  of  being  placed  under  medical  treatment,  and  the 
duration  of  the  disease,  &c. 


The  medicines  are  compounded  in  the  house  by  an  apothecary,  at  a salary  of  15  Z.  per 
annum.  The  druggist’s  invoice  for  the  eight  months  previous  to  the  visit  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners,  amounted  to  - - - - - - - £.  18  12  5 

A previous  account  was  shown  of-  - - - - 25  33 


£. 


43  15  8 


There  is  a board  of  directors,  who,  by  the  rules  of  the  institution,  are  to  meet  the  first 
Thursday  in  each  month.  Minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings. 
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The  following  is  the  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  asylum  fi'om  the 
fith  January  1833  to  the  31st  March  1834  : 

Extenditure 
Provisions  ... 

Clothing  and  bedding  - 
Coals,  soap  and  candies 
Furniture  - 
Building  and  repairs  - 
Farming  and  garden  expenses 
Medicines  - 

Manufactures  . - - 

Tithes  and  taxes 
Salaries  and  wages 
Incidents  - 


Leinster. 
County  Carlow. 

Exaniiiuiliuus  tnkcii  I 
) Sir  D.  Burr^-,  m.o. 

)1  J.  R.  Corric.Mq.,  m. 


Receipts  : 

Balance  of  lust  account  in  favour  of 
the  public  - . - - 

Amount  overcharged  for  fees  and 
paid  at  the  Treasury 
Oats,  barley,  vegetables  sold 
Profit  on  pigs  - - - - 

Weaving  by  patients  - - - 

Fines  levied  on  the  servants 
Received  from  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  His  JMajesty's  Treasury  - j 


District 

Lunatic  Asylum  at 
Cnr/oiu. 


Balance  in  favour  of  the  public  1,198  19  2 


Queen's  Comity. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at 
Marylorough. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


annum. 


Eloped  and 

re-admitted. 


Total 

admitted. 


Remain. 


Maniacal 
Melancholic 
Imbecile  - 
Fatuous  - 


■ now  insane. 


Total  males 


Maniacal 
Melancholic 
Imbecile  - 
Fatuous  - 


Total  females 

Total  males  andl 
females.  J' 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Discharged  Relieved 

cured.  and  on  Trial 

Unrelieved 

and  whl, drawn  Died, 

bj  Friends. 

9 1 

- ' - 4 

-1-  . . 1 

As  criminal  lunatic  forformeract  of  insanity, not 

9 ‘ 

6 

10  - 

1 1 

12  - - - 

1 G 

21  1 

1 

1 8 
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Lunatic 

Astliims. 

Leinster. 
Queen’s  County. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  h.  ». 

J.  R.  Corric,  es^.,  it,  s. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at 
Maryborough. 


Intern  Patients. 


Diet. 


Qeiieral  Manage- 
ment. 


Managing 

Committee. 


Officers  not 
medical. 
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The  lunatic  paupers  of  the  four  counties  for  which  the  asylum  was  erected  are  alone 
entitled  to  participate  in  its  benefits.  All  applicants  must  be  provided  with  certain  certifi- 
cates and  afiidavits,  which  are  submitted  to  the  board  of  governors,  and,  on  being  approved 
of  by  them,  admission  is  granted.  The  patient  must  be  provided  with  a good  strong  suit 
of  clothes,  change  of  linen,  kc.,  and  be  accompanied  by  an  intelligent  relative  who  can 
afford  the  best  information  on  all  subjects  connected  with  his  case,  in  cases,  however,  of 
emergency  the  manager  and  surgeon  are  authorized  to  receive  the  patient  at  once,  and  the 
necessary  documents  are  afterwards  laid  before  the  board,  in  order  that  the  admission  may 
be  confirmed. 

The  patients  on  their  reception  are  washed  in  a tepid  or  cold  bath,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  their  hair  is  cut,  and  they  are  clothed  in  the  dress  of  the  institution, 
their  own  clothes  being  carefully  preserved  for  them  till  their  discharge,  except  in  particular 
cases,  at  the  discretion  of  the  manager  or  surgeon. 

The  relatives  of  patients  are  allowed  to  visit  them  on  Mondays,  between  the  hours  of  ten 
and  half-past  one  o’clock,  unless  the  manager  finds  it  inexpedient  to  admit  them. 

Clergymen  of  all  persuasions  are  allowed  to  visit,  professionally,  any  patient,  unless  direc- 
tions to  the  contrary  are  given  by  the  surgeon  or  manager. 

The  male  patients,  when  practicable,  are  employed  in  digging,  weeding,  making  mats,&c.j 
the  female  patients  are  engaged  in  all  kinds  of  household  work,  viz.,  needle-work,  washing, 
spinning,  knitting,  cleaning  the  house,  kc. 


The  following  is  the  dietary : — 

Breakfast  for  every  Day.— One  quart  of  stirabout,  made  of  eight  ounces  of  oatmeal. 

Dinner  for  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  Fridays  and  Saturdays.— Three  and  a half  pounds  of 
potatoes,  one  pint  of  new  milk  or  buttermilk. 

Dinner  for  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.— One  quart  of  soup,  three  pounds  of  potatoes,  or 
half  a pound  of  bread. 

Dimer  for  Saiiiiajf!.— Twelve  ounces  of  beef  with  cabbage,  two  and  a half  pounds  of 
potatoes. 

Supper  for  every  Day. — Eight  ounces  of  bread,  one  pint  of  new  milk. 

Full  Diet. 

JSrea/f/astaiid  Supner.— Sameasordinarydiet.  . , r, 

JJinner. One  pound  of  meat,  two  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes,  and  one  pint  oi  beer. 

Low  Diet. 

To  be  regulated  by  the  surgeon. 

The  surgeon  is  authorized  to  order  such  diet  for  any  patient  as  he  may  consider  necessary, 
including  wine,  spirits,  tea,  &c.;  such  order  for  extra  or  change  of  diets  shall  be  renewed  at 
least  once  a week  ; otherwise  the  patient  shall  be  placed  on  the  ordinary  diet. 

The  manager  is  also  authorized  to  give  twelve  ounces  of  beef  on  Thursdays,  as  a premium 
to  the  working  patients. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  remark,  that  this  dietary  is  by  no  means  explicit,  inasmuch 
as  1st.  Two  measures  or  quantities  of  food  are  set  down  for  breakfast  for  every  day,  viz., 
“ one  quart  of  stirabout  made  of  eight  ounces  of  oatmeal.”  In  this  rule  the  weight  ot  the 
oatmelil  is  the  important  object  to  the  patient,  and  not  the  measure  of  the  water. 

2d  Full  Diet.— Dinner,  one  pound  of  meat but  there  is  no  previous  mention  made  of 

ordinary  diet,  although  that  class  is  referred ; nor  is  it  stated  whether  the  pound  of  is 
to  be  given  every  day,  nor  whether  it  is  meant  to  be  a pound  of  raw  meat,  or  to  weig 
pound  when  cooked,  nor  whether  bone  is  or  is  not  to  be  included  in  the  pound  before  or 

after  cooking.  t,  u t ihp 

Two  seneral  meetings  of  the  governors,  five  to  constitute  a quorum,  are  held  at  me 
asylum  in  each  year,  in  February  and  July.  Before  these  meetings  . 

statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  establishment,  its  expenditure,  &c.  All  medical  statemen 
relative  to  the  patients,  under  the  authority  of  the  surgeon,  are  also  submitted  for  approval. 

Copies  of  these  statements  and  accounts  are  printed  for  general  circulation,  and  24  copies 
are  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury  for  each  county  within  the  district. 

There  is  also  a meeting  of  the  governors  held  at  the  asylum  once  a month,  M 

admission  and  discharge  of  patients,  examine  and  warrant  accounts,  inspect  and  c 
the  establishment,  &c. 

The  proceedings  of  both  these  meetings  are  recorded  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

Excepting  the  manager  and  registrar,  there  are  no  non-tnedioal  officers;  the  Governor 
and  Compaiy  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  acting  as  the  treasurers  ot  the  asylum. 


The 
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The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  account  of  the  establishment  from  the  31st  October 
1832  to  the  31st  March  1835 


Receipts: 


Expenditure  ; 


£. 

From  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
His  Majesty’s  Treasury  - - 3,000 

On  account  of  expenses  for  two 
patients  - - - * - 12 

For  articles  sold  - - - . - 


d. 


6 


Fines  levied  on  servants 


Furniture  and  other  requisites  for  an 
outfit  - - _ _ _ 

Building  turf-houses  and  other  out- 
ofiices  - - - - - 

Clothing  for  patients  - - - 

Coal  and  turf  - - - 

Medicines  - - - - 

Provisions  - 

Soap  and  candles  - . - 

Straw 

Stable  expenses  - 
Tobacco  and  snuff  ... 
Taxes  . - - . . 

Salaries  - - - - - 

Wages  - - - - 

Stamp-duty  and  postage 


£.  d. 

719  8 3 

319  5 2 
197  >2  1 

143  9 1 
59  14  11 
450  17  7 
37  1 4 
13  1 6 
8128 
12  2- 
7 5 1 
546  18  9 
158  5 10 
- 11  - 


. £-2,674  5 3 
Balance  in  favour  of  the  public  - 339  10  - 


£•3,013  15  3 


£■3,013  15  3 


The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  March  1834,  remaining  unpaid,  amounted  to 
ioil.  16s.  io<^. 

The  economical  department  of  this  institution  seemed  to  be  well  managed.  No  potatoes 
are  charged  to  the  public  whilst  those  produced  by  the  farm  hold  out,  and  this  year  they 
are  expected  to  yield  a sufficient  supply  for  at  least  six  months.  There  will  be  no  charge 
whatever  for  vegetables.  On  a reference  to  the  account,  in  detail,  of  the  governor  and 
directors  of  this  asylum,  from  3 1 October  1 832  to  31  March  1 834,  it  appeared  that,  although 
there  is  no  separate  charge  (or  form  and  garden  expemes,  yet  the  cultivation  of  potatoes  and 
vegetables,  seed  potatoes  and  garden  seeds,  manure,  &c.,  cost  a considerable  portion  of 
719Z.  8 s.  3d.  charged  under  the  head  of  “ Furniture,  8cc.”  As  the  amount  stands  at  present, 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  amount  of  outlay  is  to  be  set  down  to  the  production  of 
potatoes  and  other  vegetables. 

As  usual,  in  most  of  the  lunatic  asylums  visited  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  the 
manager  feeds  pigs  for  his  own  private  emolument.  He  stated,  however,  that  he  made  a 
proposition  to  feed  pigs  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution,  which  the  governors  declined. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Roger  Adams,  esq. — Rev.  Mr.  Armstrong. — M.  J.  Barrv,  esq. — R.  Delacour  Beamish,  esq. — 

■ Beamish,  esq. — Alderman  Besnard. — Dr.  Cxsar. — William  Crawford,  esq.— John 

D.  Croker,  esq. — Sir  Thomas  Deane. — P.  J.  O'Brien,  esq. — Rev  Mr.  0‘Connor,  roman 
catholic  clergyman. — Rev.  Archdeacon  St.  Lawrence. — John  Swete,  esq. — Dr.  Townshend. — 
Dr.  WooDROFFE. — The  Medical  Attendant.  — The  Moral  Governor. — The  Apothecary. — The 
Steward. — The  Accountant. 

The  Lunatic  Asylum  is  intended  for  the  City  and  County  of  Cork,  the  population  0^ 
which  is  about  one  million.  The  most  distant  point  of  the  district  is  about  70  miles  oft- 
The  similar  medical  institutions  within  50  miles  are,  one  attached  to  the  Clonmel  House  of 
Industry,  distant  42  Irish  miles,  and  two  private  ones,  in  neither  of  which  paupers  are 
admitted.  The  district  is  considered  too  large  and  the  institutions  too  few.  The  number 
of  persons  refused  medical  relief  from  the  want  of  means  of  accommodation,  on  an  average  of 
three  years,  is  about  seven  each  year.  Many  are  obliged  to  be  refused  for  a short  time,  who 
are  afterwards  admitted.  It  appears,  however,  that  persons  who  pay  fair  sums  for  their 
support,  as  well  as  epileptic  cases,  (not  suited  for  a lunatic  asylum),  and  even  cases  of 
delirium  tremens  are  admitted.  The  extent  of  assistance  is  considered  not  equal  to  the  wants 
of  the  sick  poor  of  the  district.  The  Act  of  Parliament  under  which  the  asylum  is  said  to 
be  regulated  is  27th  Geo.  3d,  c.  39;  it  regulates  public  gaols  and  prisons,  and  directs  that 
they  shall  be  accounted  for  by  surgeon  of  said  County  Infirmary.” 

There  is  no  intern  hospital  set  apart  for  the  sick  or  for  surgical  cases.  The  sick  always 
remain  with  the  others.  During  the  prevalence  of  cholera  u ward  was  got  up,  and  when 
the  disease  increased  a neighbouring  house  was  taken,  but  in  all  other  cases  the  sick  are  in 
the  same  wards  or  corridores  with  the  others,  let  the  complaint  be  what  it  may.  On  the 
first  visit  of  the  Commissioners  they  found  the  body  of  a person,  who  had  died  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  shut  up  in  the  cell  with  the  other  patients.  There  is  a plentiful  supply  of  water, 
hut  it  is  hard.  The  sewers  are  good,  but  require  some  alteration.  The  institution  has  a 
slipper-bath  and  shower-baths.  There  is  a garden,  and  the  grounds  contain  4J  acres. 

3 F 2 The 


Lunatic 

Asylums. 

Leinster. 
Queen's  County. 

Examinations  taken  bj 
Sir  D.  BaiTF,  H.  d. 

J>  R.  Co  trie,  esq.,  h.  d. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at 
Mari/borough. 


Funds  and 
Accounts. 
Receipts. 


Munster. 
County  Cork. 

Examinations  taken  bj 
Cusack  Honey,  esq. 
W.P.Borrett.csq.,  m.d. 

Cork  County  and 
City  Lunatic 
Asylum. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 
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Lunatic 

Asylums. 

County  Cork. 

EiaijiiiialionstaliGn  by 
Cusack  Roney, esq. 
W.P3orreii,  esq.,  n- d 

Cork  County  and 
City  Lunatic 
Asylum. 


Building  and 
Furniture. 
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The  buildings  and  grounds  are  occupied  by  the  governor,  officers,  secretary,  and  patients 
The  building  and  grounds  are  rented  by  the  institution,  on  a lease  of  lives  renewable  for 
ever.  The  terms  are  152^.  per  annum. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  wards,  distribution  of  the  beds,  patients,  &c. 




Cells. 

Rooms 

containing. 

Cribs 

coutaining. 

Rooms  in  ■which 
are  accommodated. 

Toial. 

Male  division,  1. 

22 

Two  containing  30  beds 

- 

52 

Ditto  - 2.  - 

35 

One  containing  6 do. 

- ■ . 

- 

41 

Ditto  - 3. 

One  containing  14  do.  ; 

One  contu  8 beds  : 

29  in  one  room 

5b 

Female  division,  1.  - 

22 

Five  containing  29  do.  1 

i 

- 

51 

Ditto  - 2.  - 

One  containing  6 do. 

- 

- 

’ .56 

Ditto  - ^3.  - 

26 

One  containing  14  do. 

- 

27  patients 

40 

189 

99  1 

8 

56 

296 

Cells  - - - - - iSg 

Crib  beds  -----  8 

Eleven  rooms,  containing  beds'  - - 99 

296  beds. 

Sleeping  in  two  rooms  - - - 56 

532  inmates. 


Plan  of  the  WARns. 


No.  1. 

Male,  day-room. 

30 

by] 

l6,  ( 

one 

sleeping,  50  by 

20,  accommodates  19. 

one  ditto 

32  „ 

20 

ditto 

11. 

20 

ditto 

10  „ 

6 

ditto 

20 

total  50  full. 

No.  2. 

Ditto, 

ditto 

30 

by 

16] 

. 1 

ditto 

12  „ 

12 

ditto 

6. 

36 

ditto 

10  „ 

6 

ditto 

35 

41  full. 

No.  3. 

Ditto, 

ditto 

30 

by 

16, 

, 1 

ditto 

51  « 

22 

ditto 

14. 

1 

ditto 

14  » 

14 

ditto 

22. 

1 

ditto 

14  » 

H 

ditto 

8. 

42 

ditto 

10  „ 

6 

ditto 

42 

86, 24  ever. 

No.  1. 

Female. 

, ditto 

30 

by 

16, 

6 

ditto 

14  » 

12 

ditto 

34- 

20 

ditto 

10  „ 

6 

ditto 

20 

54,  full. 

No.  2. 

Ditto, 

ditto 

30 

by 

16, 

1 

ditto 

14  » 

U 

ditto 

10. 

50 

ditto 

10  „ 

6 

ditto 

50 

55,  5 short. 

Jfo,  3. 

Ditto, 

ditto 

30 

by 

16, 

, 1 

ditto 

41  » 

18 

ditto 

M- 

1 

ditto 

^7 

3 

ditto 

25. 

26 

ditto 

10  „ 

6 

ditto 

26 

65,  15  over. 



Keepers’ 

Daj-Itooms. 

Keepers' 

Bed-Rooms. 

Small 

Bcd-'Roonis. 

Male  Divison,  No.  j.  • - - - - 

j 

Ditto  - -2.  - 

1 

1 

Ditto  - -3.  - - - - 

1 

3 

Female  Division,  1.  - 

1 

1 

Ditto  - -2.  - 

1 

2 

Ditto  - - 3, 

1 

2 

Men  sejvants’  - 

. 

_ 

I 

Women  ditto 

. 

- 

1 

Total  ' 

6 

10 

2 

6 Keepers’  day-rooms,  lo  Keepers’  bed-rooms.  2 Rooms  for  servant.  The  moral 
governor  has  three  apartments.  The  matron  has  a small  house,  containing  four  apartments. 

The  principal  medical  officer  is  a graduate  of  Edinburgh,  aged  46,  who  resides  at  a distance 
ofless  than  a mile  from  the  institution.  He  was  appointed,  by  election  of  the  governors  at 
large,  in  February  1826.  He  was  a practising  physician  in  Cork.  He  attends  no  similar 
public  institution,  but  has  a private  lunatic  asylum.  He  was  appointed  as  physician, 
bhould  it  be  requisite  for  him  to  be  absent,  leave  would  be  asked  of  the  committee.  He  is 

allowed 
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allowed  private  pvacticej  and  has,  as  mentioned  above,  a similar  private  establishment.  He 
attends  daily  before  one  o’clock.  The  duty  is  never  done  by  proxy,  except  in  cases  of 
dano^erous  illness. 

T^ere  is  also  a surgeon  apothecary  attached  to  the  asylum  ; he  is  a member  of  the  London 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  attends  when  sent  for  by  the  moral  governor  or  physician.  There 
are  no  fixed  hours  of  attendance,  he  being  only  "permitted”  to  attend  when  an  accident  occurs,  Examlnatious  taken  by 
or  when  the  physician"  thinks  proper”  to  send  for  him.  If  the  medical  officers  are  irregular 

in  attendance,  the  controlling  power  is  said  to  be  with  the  committee.  There  is  a book  in  ’ ' 

which  it  is  ordered  that  the  attendance  of  each  medical  officer  should  be  marked,  but  the  CorA  County  and 
regulation  has  not  been  complied  with,  having  been  neglected  by  the  physician  without  any  Lunatic 

authority  for  so  doing.  The  surgeon  and  physician  live  close  to  the  institution,  so  that  Asylum. 

immediate  relief  would  be  afforded  in  cases  of  sudden  accident  or  illness.  Medicines  are  - - 

dispensed  by  the  apothecary  or  his  apprentices,  and  administered  to  the  patients  by  the 
nurse  tenders  of  the  establishment. 

The  physician  and  apothecary  are  paid,  the  former  I75L  per  annum,  the  latter  30  Payment, 
o-uineas  for  acting  both  as  sureeon  and  apothecaiy.  Neither  are  provided  from  the  funds 
with  board  or  lodging.  If  the  committee  authorize  too  high  salaries  the  grand  jury  can 
withhold  the  presentment.  "With  them,  indeed,  appears  to  lie  the  whole  power;  the  com- 
mittee  cannot  either  increase  or  diminish  the  salary  of  an  officer  according  to  his  merits. 

Thus  the  physician  has  obtained,  without  any  order  or  resolution  of  the  board,  an  increase 
of  75L,  (making  a total  of  175  /.  annually),  while  the  surgeon  and  apothecary  gets  for  both 
duties  but  30  guineas.  The  Commissioners  were  informed  by  a wealthy  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  grand  jury  that  the  increase  above  mentioned  was  obtained  at  length  by  the 
doctor  by  “ constant  and  incessant  canvassing”  after  having  been  refused  three  or  four  times 
by  different  juries. 

The  medical  officers  are  always  elected  by  the  governors  at  large.  Advertisements  are  Election- 
nublisbed  to  create  the  largest  possible  competition  for  the  employment.  It  would  certainly 
fee  desirable  that  there  should  be  a controlling  power  over  the  elections.  Candidates  for 
the  office  of  physician  and  surgeon  are  obliged  to  produce  a degree  from  some  university. 

The  governor  ought  by  rule  to  be  a marned  man,  and  forty  years  of  age,  but  the  regu- 
lation is  not  attended  to.  The  number  of  candidates  at  the  last  vacancy  for  the  office  of 
physician  was  four.  There  was  no  contest  for  the  situation  of  surgeon^  or  apothecary. 

Governors  alone  vote  at  the  election  of  medical  officers.  All  the  physicians  of  Cork  are 
qualified  to  be  elected  to  the  institution : none  would  be  willing  to  serve  gratuitously. 

There  are  no  retiring  allowances. 

The  medicine  is  sent  from  the  House  of  Industry,  where  it  is  made  up.  It  appears  Pharmacy, 
of  good  quality,  and  sufficient  in  quantity.  A very  young  man,  and  sometimes  the 
manager,  orders  the  medicine,  under  the  direction,  it  is  said,  of  the  medical  attendant. 

This  young  man,  as  a medical  pupil,  has  access  at  all  times  to  every  ward  or  cell  in  the 
asylum.  There  is  a good  supply  of  every  medicine  considered  necessary.  The  medicines 
are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Harrington,  druggists,  in  Cork.  They  are  paid  for  by  the  board, 
and  have  cost  for  the  last  three  years  about  10/.  annually,  and  are  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  apothecary  and  hi.s  assistants  when  the  medical  attendant  is  absent. 

A register  is  kept,  which  particularizes  the  disease  of  each  patient,  and  its  termination.  Patients’  Regis- 
Wheuever  there  is  a vacancy  any  person  sent  in  by  two  magistrates  is  admitted,  and  if  not  tratioii. 
considered  insane  by  the  medical  attendant,  is  discharged.  On  examining  a great  number 
of  the  admission  papers,  not  many  appear  to  have  been  signed  by  the  medical  attendants 
of  the  estabishment.  Many  cases  of  sudden  death  appear  in  the  register  of  the  last  three 
years;  some  of  dysentery,  and  some  of  cholera. 

All  destitute  paupers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Cork  are  entitled  to  relief.  T.he  signature  Who  entitled  to 
of  two  magistrates  is  all  that  is  required.  Many  are  admitted  who  pay  a small  sura  for  Relief, 
their  support ; but  a few  years  since  there  were  persons  who  had  paid  for  their  support  to 
some  of  the  officers.  The  highest  sum  paid  was  about  55^.  per  annum.  Others,  as  appeared 
by  the  book,  were  admitted,  and  thence  transferred  to  the  private  lunatic  asylum  of  the 
physician  ; these  could  not,  of  course,  have  been  paupers.  The  manager  was  paid  for  the 
support  of  five  persons;  the  highest  sum  paid  was  20^.  This  ceased  in  May  1832, 
with  respect  to  those  persons,  but  there  are  some  in  the  establishment  at  present,  four 
persons  paying,  one  20Z.,  the  second  15Z.,  the  third  12I.,  and  the  fourth  7Z.  per  annum, 
evidently  taking  up  the  place  of  the  paupers,  for  whom  solely  the  institution  was  intended. 

A poor  person  could  not  be  excluded  because  unknown  to  or  disliked  by  the  subscribers. 

Two  or  three  visits  in  the  day  would  be  paid,  and  attendance  in  the  night  given,  if  required. 

No  surgical  instruments  belong  to  the  institution.  The  surgeon  does  not  attend  daily,  but  only 
when  ordered  by  the  physician  or  manager ; he  did  not  t/iw/c  lie  would  be  prevented  from 
visiting  each  cell;  he  does  not  think  he  has  a 7ig/it  to  do  so,  and  therefore  does  not. 
inquests  are  held  only  in  cases  of  suicides,  and  where  the  physician  thinks  it  neccssary  or 
proper.  There  have  been  204  deaths  in  the  last  eight  years  (28  being  cases  of  cholera), 

■and  no  inquest  has  been  held  during  that  time.  1 • • 

Wine  and  other  extras  are  furnished  to  the  sick  by  the  matron,  by  order  of  the  physician  Nourishuient. 
or  surgeon. 

The  friends  of  the  patients  are  allowed  to  visit  them  under  the  sanction  of  the  physician. 

Patients  are  never,  under  any  circumstances,  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  walls  of  the  insti- 
tution. The  females  do  the  needle-work  of  the  establishment,  clean  the  house,  Stc.;  the 
males  work  in  the  garden,  in  painting,  cleaning,  Stc.,  make  beds,  strait  waistcoats,  &c. 
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The  money  .thus  made  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  medical  attendant  for  the  benefit 
of  the  patients.  There  is  a ward  for  each  sex  of  violent  lunatics.  A book  is  kept 
where  the  name  of  every  person  under  restraint,  the  nature  of  the  restraint  to  be  used 
and  the  regulation  for  it  are  entered.  The  restraints  are  of  four  kinds;  ist, confinement 
to  the  room;  2d,  strait  waistcoat;  3d,  handcuffs;  4th,  fastening  to  the  bed  with  iron 
chain.  The  handcuffs  and  chain,  when  produced,  appeared  old  and  not  sufficiently  in  orde- 
The  clergy  of  every  persuasion  have  a right,  at  all  times,  to  visit  at  the  institution  persons 
of  their  own  persuasion,  and  administer  their  respective  rites.  A patient  can  see  his  own 
clergyman  whenever  he  requires.  Neither  clergy  nor  laity  of  a different  persuasion  have 
interfered  with  any  of  the  patients  during  their  illness,  nor  have  any  tracts  been  circulated 
among  the  patients.  No  chaplains  are  attached  to  the  institution. 

On  the  first  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  they  saw  a man  under  restraint.  No.  3, 
with  one  arm  bent,  the  handcuff  having  slipped  out  of  its  proper  place  : he  was  hitting  his  arta 
against  the  wall.  Two  keepers  having  been  called,  and  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  set  the 
matter  right,  they  were  obliged  to  send  for  a smith  to  cut  the  handcuff.  This  occurred  on  the 
1st  of  July.  On  the  5th  of  September,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  having  asked  about  the 
man,  were  informed  by  one  keeper  that  he  was  discharged  well,  by  another  that  he  was  removed 
up  stairs  ; and  on  examining  the  books,  it  wasTound  that  he  had  died  of  dysentery  on  the 
11th  of  August,  having  not  had  the  handcuff  on  again  afterthe  31st  of  July.  No  inquest 
was  held  in  this  case.  -Medicines  had  been  ordered  for  him  from  the  apothecary. 

There  is  a regular  diet  for  the  institution ; it  varies  in  particular  cases.  Extra  comforts 
are  allowed  when  necessary. 


All  clothing  is  found  for  the  patients  ; some  is  given  by  friends  for  individuals. 

The  principal  direction  is  vested  in  a body  of  200.  Medical  or  salaried  officers  are  not 
governors  of  the  institution.  The  physician,  however,  always  attends  the  meetings  of  the 
governors.  The  institution  is  essentially  under  the  management  of  the  physician,  who  seems 
to  be  absolute,  and  to  unite  in  himself  the  offices  of  governor,  committee,  and  physician. 
This  appears  a decidedly  injurious  practice.  Regular  meetings  of  the  direction  are  held 
every  Tuesday;  five  constitute  a quorum.  The  meetings  are  regularly  attended  by  from 
12  to  30  persons..  All  governors  are  equally  entitled  to  attend  and  vote ; proxies  are  not 
allowed  ; and  minutes  are  kept  of  their  proceedings. 

There  is  a managing  committee,  which  meets  every  fortnight,  and  once  annually.  Those 
who  are  nominated  on  it  appear  to  be  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  physician.  Minutes 
are  kept  of  their  proceedings.  There  is  a board  of  superintendance,  but  no  visiting  governor, 
acting  during  the  intervals  of  meetings  of  governors  or  committee. 

All  officers  are  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at  large.  The  voting  is  open.  It  is  said  that 
no  particular  religious  belief  excludes  a person  from  becoming  an  officer,  but  there  is  no 
Roman  catholic  officer.  The  meeting  of  governors  previous  to  the  election  of  any  officer  is 
much  larger  than  usual. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  attendants  : — One  matron,  seven  male  keepers,  one  assistant 
male  keeper,  six  female  keepers,  two  female  assistant  keepers,  six  nurses,  four  porters, . 
four  kitchen  servants,  one  matron’s  servant,  four  laundry  women,  two  barbers,  two  men 
scavengers  and  two  messengers. 


The  following  estimate  of  expense  for  food  and  clothing  for  the  patients  and 
was  handed  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  by  the  manager : — 

£.  5. 

Cost  of  food  for  patients  per  day  per  head  ______ 

Ditto  of  extra  nourishment  per  day  per  head  - - - - - - 

Cost  per  year  for  clothing  each  patient  - - - - - 111 

, Annual  amount  of  clothing  for  patients  - _ _ _ y 

Cost  of  food  for  keepers  per  day  per  head  - - - - - - 

Ditto  of  extra  nourishment  per  day  per  head  - - - - -- 

Cost  per  year  for  clothes  for  each  keeper  - - - - 4 18 

Annual  amount  of  clothing  for  keepers  - - - - 73  1 9 


attendants 


d. 


5 

7 

9 


*A  SMALL  house  at  a little  distance  from  the  town  constitutes  this  establishment.^  It 
contains  two  persons,  both  appearing  to  be  idiots.  It  was  reported  to  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners as  merely  a depot  for  lunatics  until  sent  to  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum.  It 
appeared  to  be  quite  an  unnecessary  expense  to  the  county,  if  not  an  unmeaning  one.  The 
house  is  a substantial  building,  and  appears  used  only  by  the  persons  who  are  supposed  to 
take  charge  of  the  lunatics  in  transitu,  and  the  two  that  are  in  it  might  as  well  be  at  once 
sent. to  Limerick  without  the  expense  to  the  county  of  keeping  this  establishhient,  which  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  consider  as  totally  unnecessary  for  either  the  comforts  or  accom- 
modation of  the  very  occasional  case  that  occurs,  and  which  case  might  as  well  be  sent  at 

once 


* Names  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  Examination  not  stated. 
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once  to  Limerick,  or  for  a few  days,  if  absolutely  necessary,  put  into  the  County  Infirmary, 
which  is  in  the  town.  The  establishment  costs,  on  an  average,  near  loo/.  per  annum  j viz. 
Servant  and  attendant  - - - - - - - -£.20 

- - - - iG 


Rent 

Fuel  - - . - 

Apothecary,  surgeon  and  diet,  about 


7 

50 

93 


Lunatic 

Asylums. 

ISfumter. 
County  Kerry. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Cusack  Roncj,  esq. 
W.P.  Borrctt,  esq.  m.d 


~PersQn  who  attended  the  Examination, 
The  Manager. 


County  Limerick. 

Examinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  m.  d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  u.d. 


This  asylum  for  pauper  lunatics,  opened  in  the  year  1827  in  the  city  of  Limerick,  is 
intended  for  the  reception  of  patients  from  the  counties  of  Clare,  Kerry,  Limerick,  and  city 
of  Limerick,  the  population  of  the  district  amounting  to  836,803. 

There  are  nearly  12  acres  attached  to  the  asylum,  on  a portion  of  which  are  grown  potatoes 
and  some  cabbages. 

At  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  there  were  99  male  and  102 
female  patients  in  the  asylum,  of  whom  only  one  male  and  two  females  were  under  coercion. 

The  following  Return  shows  the  State  of  the  Asylum  cn  the  4th  day  of  November  1834. 


District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at 
Limerick. 


Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 
Building,  Furniture 
and  Grounds. 
Intern  Patients. 


Servants. 

PATIENTS. 

T’ota!. 

Disiribulion  by  Counties. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

In  the  asylum  - 

36 

99 

102 

237 

City  Limerick  - ; 

17 

J7 

34 

Admitted  this  day 

County  Limerick  - 1 

25 

32 

57 

... ■ 

County  Clare  - 

34 

27 

6t 

Total  - 

1 

County  Kerry  - 

23 

26 

; 49 

Convalescent 

6 

6 

12 

99 

102 

201 

nient  - 

1 

3 

4 : 

Under  restraint  - 

1 

2 

3 

Patients  employed 

30 

80 

no 

There  appeared  to  be  a great  want  of  in-door  employment  for  the  men  ,•  they  were  wan- 
dering about  in  their  day  rooms  and  yards  perfectly  unoccupied ; their  chief  occupation 
consisted  in  planting  potatoes  and  cultivating  cabbages  in  the  ground  attached  to  the 
asylum,  assisting  in  the  kitchen,laundry  and  farmyard,  and  tending  12  full  grown  pigs,  the 
private  property  of  the  manager.  The  only  employment  for  males  which  seems  ever  to  be 
thought  of  in  any  of  the  asylums  visited  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners,  is  agriculture,  and 
that  applied  chiefiy,  if  not  exclusively,  to  potatoes,  a plant  which  when  committed  to  the 
earth,  requires  no  further  tending,  and  which,  of  all  other  plants,  seems  to  offer  the  least 
varied,  and  the  shortest  occupation  to  the  lunatic.  The  female  patients,  102,  were  satisfac- 
torily arranged  under  the  admirable  superintendence  of  the  matron.  They  were  judiciously 
classed,  clean,  comfortable  in  their  appearance,  and  ail  usefully  and  happily  occupied  spin- 
ning, knitting,  sewing,  carding,  &c.  All  the  bed  linen,  personal  linen,  coverlids,  bedticks, 
flannel  petticoats,  waistcoating,  had  been  spun  from  the  raw  material  by  the  female  patients 
for  both  males  and  females ; ail  the  clothes  washed,  mended,  and  stockings  made  in  the 
house.  Such  is  the  contrast  between  the  condition  and  usefulness  of  the  male  and  female 
lunatic  under  the  present  system.  It  is  a matter  of  considerable  doubt  whether  any  pro- 
ductive agriculture  ought  to' be  permitted,  and  whether  nursery,  ornamental  and  experimental 
culture  ought  not  to  be  exclusively  substituted  for  the  present  brief,  coarse,  potato-farming, 
pig-feeding  system. 

Another  lunatic  asylum  is  being  erected,  contiguous  to  the  existing  one,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  140  incurable  lunatics,  although  ordered  for  only  100.  It  is  to  cost  by  contract 
4j900^-and  n additional  acres  of  land  are  to  be  purchased,  whicli  will  cost  about  500L 
more. 

This,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  very  recently  expended  upon  a few  of  tlie  most  helpless, 
and  certainly  the  least  valuable  of  the  producing  classes,  those  who  have  contributed  the 
smallest  fraction  to  the  public  stock  from  which  they  are  themselves  now  lodged  and  fed 
in  palaces,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  passed  unnoticed  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners  when 
thousands  of  the  really  useful  and  productive  poor  of  the  country  are  at  this  moment  perish- 
ing from  disease  added  to  or  brought  on  by  unnatural  food,  want  of  a dry  spot  to  lie  on,  or 
clothing  to  protect  them  against  the  cold  and  wet  of  the  climate. 

There  was  not  time  sufficient  during  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  to  have  a 
copy  .of  the  accounts  made  out  in  the  usual  manner ; but  the  following  returns  of  the  saving 
Diade  to  the  funds  of  the  institution  by  the  manufactures  earned  on  in  the  establishment, 
and  the  crops  raised  on  the  land,  are  worthy  of  notice. 
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Lokatic 

Asylums. 

Munster. 

County  Limerick. 

Eiaminations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barn-,  at.  c. 

J.  R.  Coiric,  esq,,  3i.  B. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  ztLimerick. 


The  produce  of  the  farm  is  not  made  an  item  in  the  yearly  accounts,  although  the  expense 
of  cultivation  is ; it  goes,  however,  to  diminish  the  expenses  of  the  institution  by  the  excess 
of  the  value  of  that  portion  of  it  which  is  consumed  bv.  the  patients  or  servants  over  tho 
charge  made.  ^ 

Present  cost  of  shoes  for  patients,  the  leather  being  bought  and  worked  in  the  house  • 


1834. 

Paid  for  leather  this  year 
Paid  a shoemaker  for  one  year 


£■  s.  d. 
65  7 2 

14  2 - 


Total  cost  for  the  year 


- 69  9 


2 


Which  on  an  average  of  200  patients  makes  the  cost  of  each  for  the  year 
amount  to  - 


ISote. — There  arc  hemp,  wax  and  other  materials  to  be  added  to  the  above,  but  as  they 
are  more  than  paid  for  by  the  repairs  only  of  list  shoes  and  the  small  pieces  on  the  strong 
shoes,  not  taken  into  account  at  the  other -side,  they  are  not  charged  here,  the  amount  being 
so  small. 


Cost  of  shoes  if  purchased  by  contract : 

too  men  at  1 J pairs  each,  equal  to  150  pairs  at  8s.  per  pair 
3 00  women  at  1 pair  each,  equal  to  too  pairs  at  6s.  Qd.  per  pair 
250  (say)  once  soled  and  heeled,  at  2s.  6d,  per  pair 
1 00  pairs  of  list  shoes  soled  in  the  year,  at  i s.  6 d.  per  pair 


£.  s.  d. 

- 60  - 

- 32  10  - 

- 31  5 - 

7 10  - 


Total  for  the  year 


- t3i  5 - 


Which  on  an  average  of  200  patients  will  be  for  each  - - - 13s.  i^d. 

Note. — The  above  average,  though  double  the  present  cost,  is  underrated,  as  there  are 
several  patients  who  wear  from  three  to  four  pairs  each  in  the  year,  and  there  is  scarcely  one 
who  has  not  to  get  his  shoes  soled,  &c.,  more  than  once  (some  three  times),  not  to  speak 
of  minor  repairs,  which,  were  we  dependent  on  outside  work,  would  considerably  raise  the 
average  cost,  besides  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  delays,  &c. 


Male  Clothing 

Jacket,  yard  frieze  at  4 s.  6 _ 

Making  and  lining,  &c.  _ - - 

Vest,  I yard  ditto  - - ' - 

Making  and  lining  _ _ _ _ 

Trowsers,  2^  yards  duck  _ _ _ _ 

Making  and  lining  - - - - 


Total  cost  of  jacket,  vest  and  trowsers  - - - 15  8J- 

Slioes,  allowing  extra  for  the  men  - - - - - - . - y ^ 

Cap  - --  --  --  --  --  --1- 

Shirts,  each  per  year  (home  made)  at  2s.  each  - - - “ - 3 “ 

Stockings,  2 pairs  each  per  year  (made  here)  say  - - - _ _ i _ 


Full  clothing  for  one  year  - - 1 8 -n 


I : 3 - 8 7S 

■ 2 3 { _ o o 

-16/  19 

- 1 4 } - 3 4 


Note. — Our  first  jackets,  vests  and  trowsers  were  bought  by  contract  at  15  s.  per  suit,  but 
were  made  of  such  flimsy  materials  as  not  to  have  lasted  more  than  half  a year,  and  even 
that  by  mending,  but  our  present  being  made  of  good  strong  frieze  and  of  duck,  manufac- 
tured in  the  house  in  all  cases,  last  a full  year,  and  in  several  instances  considerably 
longer. 


Female  Clothing. 


Gowns  (siroiig  blue  cotton)  - - - - 

Day-caps,  2 each  year,  at  2^d.  each 
Stockings,  1 pair  each  - - - - - 

Shifts,  1 each 

Night-caps,  2 each  at  lit  each  - - - 

Flannel  petticoat  _ _ - _ _ 

Shoes  -------- 


£.  s.  d 
_ 3 2 


- 

4 9 
6 6 


Full  clothing  for  one  year  - - - 17  SJ- 

NqIc. 
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Xhe  materials  for  petticoats,  stockings  and  shifts  are  purchased  in  the  raw  state, 

and  carded,  hackled,  spun  and  manufactured  in  the  house,  which,  independent  of  a great 
aving  in  price,  affords  us  better  articles  than  we  could  purchase  elsewhere,  while  (a  greater 
advantage  still)  the  patients  have  constant  employment ; the  gowns,  caps,  &c.,  are  also  made 
by  them. 

Dietary  for  One  Week  including  Meat  as  allowed  by  the  Board. 

£.  s.  A. 

Meat,  349  lbs.  beef  at  3d.  per  lb.  and  75  lbs.  mutton  at  4^.  per  lb.  - 5123 

Bread,  say  100  loaves  per  day  - - - - - - - 615- 

Milk,  1,540  quarts  (new),  at  i|  d.  per  quart  - - - - -114- 

Cutlins,  560  lbs.  at  13  s.  per  cwt.  - - - - - - - 35“ 

Potatoes,  420  stones  at  2jd.  per  stone  - - - - - - 4163 


Lunatic 

Asylums. 

Munster. 
County  Limerick. 

Examinations  taken 
SirD.  Barry,  M.  u. 

J.  E.  Corrie,  esq.,  si.  d. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at  Limerick. 


Diet. 


Total  for  one  week  - -£.31  12  6 


Which,  for  37  servants  and  205  patients,  averages  for  each  weekly  (less 
by  a fraction)  - --  --  --  -- 

Or  per  day  - --  --  --  --  - 


-27^ 
- - 4l 


Dietary  for  One  Week  without  Meat  as  originally  settled. 


Servants. 

iloaf  each  day  (7  weekly)  ------ 

1 quarts  of  milk  for  four  days,  five  quarts  - - - 

I quart  for  three  days,  at  2I  per  quart  ---- 

^ stone  of  potatoes  per  day,  at  i|d.  per  week  --- 
Meat,  3 lbs.  beef,  at  3d.  per  lb.  - - - - - 

Weekly  amount 
Patients. 

Cutlins,  3^5  lb.  - 

Milk,  8|  quarts  - --  --  --  - 

Potatoes,  1 1 stone  - ------- 

Bread,  2|  loaves  - --  --  --  - 

Cost  of  patients  per  week 


37  Servants,  at  3s.  6|d.  per  week  ----- 
205  Patients,  at  2 s.  6|d.  ditto  _ - - - - 

Total  cost  of  242  persons 


£.  s.  d. 

- - 1 4 

- - ~ 8| 

- - - 4 

- - - 5 

- - - 9 


■ £.- 

3 

6| 

£. 

s. 

d. 

_ 

- 

Al 

- 

1 

3k 

- 

- 

5h 

- - 

- 

5h 

- £.- 

T 

6| 

- 6 

10 

- 26 

5 

4 

■ £-32 

15 

4 

Weekly  average  2s.  8J  d.,  being  a weekly  saving  by  a meat  diet  of  1 1.  2s.  10  d.  or  over 
one  •penny  per  head  per  week. 

Garden  produce  for  the  last  three  years,  viz.,  1832,  1833  and  1834.  ^ 

350  Barrels  of  potatoes,  which  may  be  estimated  at  14s.  per  oarrel  - 245  — — 

This  may  be  considered  as  rather  under  the  average  price,  as  potatoes  are  always  dearer 
when  new  than  at  any  other  season. 

The  produce  in  roots  and  vegetables  being  used  for  the  establishment  three  times  a week, 
may  be  fairly  estimated  at  6 s.  8 d.  per  week,  which  makes  the  entire  produce  equal  to  300  1. 
• or  about  100?.  per  annum. 

(signed,)  John  Jackson,  Manager. 

Nov.  nth,  1834.  P.  Secretary. 


Persons  who  attended  this  Examination.  Ulster 

County  Antrim. 

The  Bishop  of  Down. — Rev.  Thomas  Hincks. — John  M‘Cance,  Esq. — Rev.  Arthur  M Cartney.  

—Hon.  Colonel  Packenham. — The  Physician. — The  Manager.  District  Lunatic 

Asylum  at  Belfast. 

The  Belfast  Lunatic  Asylum  is  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  pauper  lunatics  of  a — 
very  considerable  district,  embracing  the  counties  of  Down,  Antrim  and  the  county  of  the  i>opu]aiion  and 
town  of  Carrickfergus.  Its  accommodations  have  been  found  altogether  inadequate  to  such  Extent  of  Country, 
an  extent  of  country,  and,  after  much  deliberation,  it  has  been  resolved  to  enlarge  the 
building  according  to  an  improved  plan,  so  as  to  form  arrangements  for  the  admission  of 
about  70  additional  quiet  incurable  lunatics.  No  application  for  admission  has  ever  been 
e.o.  3 G altogether 
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LcxnTic  altogether  refused,  but  great  delays  and  inconvenience  have  been  experienced,  and  at  the 
Asyi.u5!s.  present  moment  not  less  than  nine  patients  are  awaiting  their  turn  to  be  taken  in. 

Ulster.  The  grounds  connected  with  the  asylum  contain  21  English  acres.  They  are  designed  to 

County  Antrim,  afford  to  the  patients  that  cheerful  employment  which  has  everywhere  beenfound  so  indis- 
‘ pensable  in  restoring  the  insane  to  health  ; but  they  have  not  been  found  sufficientlv  ex- 

Examinations  taken  by  tensive  for  that  object.  The  class  of  lunatics  for  whom  it  is  in  contemplation  to  open  addi- 
J.'r,  ConiZ’e"q.rM.i>.  accommodation  stand  no  less  than  others  in  need  of  out-door  occupation,  and  accord- 

til®  governors  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  acquisition  by  purchase  of  eight  or 

District  Lunatic  ten  acres  of  adjoining  land. 

Asjluni  at  Belfast.  commencement  of  the  institution  the  Government  appointed  as  physician,  a.  o-pn. 

tleman  who  still  fills  that  situation,  being  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  private  practice,  and 
Medical  Officers.  q£  consulting  physicians  and  district  attendants  to  the  Belfast  Fever  Hospital' and 
Dispensary;  he  resides  in  the  town  of  Belfast  at  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  from  the 
asylum  ; his  age  at  present  is  72  years  ; he  is  a doctor  of  medicine  in  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity ; it  is  his  duty  to  examine  accurately,  into  the  condition  of  each  new  patient  on  his 
arrival,  but  if  insanity  be  the  only  form  of  disease  under  which  he  labours,  the  individual 
is  not  placed  under  his  care,  but  handed  over  to  the  superintendence  of  the  manager.  The 
physician  is  not  permitted  to  omit  the  regular  performance  of  his  duty,  or  to  be  absent 
from  bis  post  without  having  inserted  a notice  to  that  effect  in  the  daily  statement,  and 
made  provision  accordingly;  his  duty  is  never  performed  by  proxy,  and  the  raanaver  has 
directions  to  send  immediately  for  the  medical  attendant  whenever  his  assistance  is  required 
by  sickness  or  accident.*  At  the  date  of  this  examination  the  number  of  patients  under 
medical  treatment  did  not  exceed  four  or  five.  The  office  of  manager  is  of  more  importance 
in  the  constitution  of  the  charity  than  that  of  the  medical  attendants.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances the  curative  treatment  of  the  lunatics  devolves  entirely  on  him ; he  and  his 
wife  (who  discharges  the  duties  of  a matron),  occupy  furnished  apartments  in  the  house. 

Payment.  They  receive  a joint  salary  of  250 1.  per  annum,  paid  quarterly,  and  they  are  provided  with 

coals  and  candles.  They  are  also  entitled  to  receive  so  much  of  the  produce  of  the  lands  at- 
tached to  the  asylum  (of  which  produce  no  part  is  sold),  as  is  sufficient  for  their  private  use  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  a cow  and  a horse.  The  salaiy  of  the  physician  is  1 00 1.  a-year,  paid  by 
the  Government.  The  surgeon  receives  6s.  for  every  visit  which  he  has  occasion  to  pay  to 
the  inmates,  and  the  apothecary  is  paid  according  to  the  medicines  which  he  has  furnished. 
The  rate  of  remuneration  of  these  several  officers  is  completely  withdrawn  from  the  con- 
trol and  authority  of  the  grand  jury.  It  rests  solely  with  the  Government.  The  grand 
jury  are  merely  empowered  to  send  inspectors  to  the  establishment  whenever  they  think 
proper,  and  any  observations  which  they  may  have  to  make  can  be  embodied  in  a memorial. 

Election.  It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  Government  exercise  the  right  of  selecting  the 

physician.  The  privilege  of  choosing  the  apothecary  and  surgeon  is  possessed  by  the 
board,  who  are  accustomed  to  invite  competition  by  public  advertisement  whenever  either  of 
the  situations  becomes  vacant.  At  the  last  election  there  were  three  or  four  candidates,  and 
they  were  all  required  to  produce  proper  qualifications.  The  appointments  were  made 
without  any  reference  to  the  grand  jury.  It  is  understood  that  the  officers  do  not  become 
entitled  to  pensions  or  allowances  on  retirement,  or  on  becoming  superannuated. 

Pharmacy.  It  has  been  considered  more  judicious  and  less  expensive  to  purchase  medicine  as  it  is  pre- 

scribed by  the  physician,  from  a respectable  apothecary  in  the  town,  than  to  form,  unneces- 
sarily, extensive  arrangements  for  an  apothecary’s  shop  in  the  establishment : all  medi- 
cines required  are  paid  for  by  the  board. 

Patients’  Regis-  -A-  list  of  all  applications  for  admission  is  kept  by  the  manager,  who  is  bound  to  register 

ration.  the  most  important  circumstances  connected  with  each  applicant.  The  followino-  table  will 

give  a clear  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  the  resources  of  the  asylum  have  been  made  available, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  registration  is  conducted. 


General  Return  of  Patients  treated  at  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  the 
following  Periods : 


Number 


* In  addition  to  the  physician  appointed  by  the  Government,  the  board  have  deemed  it  expedient  to 
appoint  a surgeon  and  apothecary  to  the  establishment. 
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Number  admitted  from  2d  June  1829  to  close  of  1833  - - - 

„ Re-admitted  in  above  period  ------ 

„ Discbarged  in  - ditto  viz. : — 

Recovered  - --  --  --  - 

Relieved  and  on  trial  ------ 

Taken  out  by  their  friends  - - - - _ 

Transferred  to  Derry  Asylum  - - - - - 

Transferred  to  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  Dublin  - 
Transferred  to  Cholera  Hospital,  Belfast  - - - 

, r Of  cholera  - 121 

Other  diseases  - 46/ 


385 

38 


^79 

26 


283 


Remaining  in  asylum  at  close  of  1833  - - - - 140 


In  the  year  1830  the  rate  of  mortality  was  - as  1 to  19| 

„ 1831  - - - - - - - 1 to  14^ 

„ 1832  - - itoiQA 

1833 11018^;^ 


At  the  date  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners’  visit  to  the  asylum  it  contained  J56  patients, 
of  whom  72  were  males  and  84  females  j of  the  entire  number  not  one  was  placed  under 
personal  restraint. 

The  description  of  patients  admissible  into  the  asylum,  is  confined  to  those  cases  which 
come  strictly  under  the  denomination  of  lunatics.  The  class  of  idiots  so  born,  and  persons 
subject  to  epilepsy,  are  by  the  printed  code  of  rules  expressly  excluded  from  admission,  and 
no  patient  is  on  any  account  received  except  from  one  of  the  counties,  which  have  been 
already  enumerated  as  coirstituting  the  Belfast  district,  namely,  Down,  Antrim  and  the 
county  of  tire  town  of  Carrickfergus.  It  is  also  necessary  that  certain  forms  be  complied 
witli,  namely,  three  certificates,  one  from  a magistrate,  one  from  a medical  man,  and  a joint 
one  from  a magistrate  and  from  the  minister  and  churchwarden  of  the  parish  in  which  the 
lunatic  had  resided.  After  admission  the  patient  is  not  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  institution  until  his  final  discharge.  Employment  to  a very  great  extent  is  provided 
for  both  males  and  females  either  in  agricultural  and  domestic  labour,  or  in  the  trades  to 
which  they  had  been  brought  up,  and  the  product  of  their  labour  is  for  the  most  part  applied 
to  the  use  of  the  establishment.  During  the  last  three  years  the  average  number  of  persons 
employed  has  varied  between  109  and  118,  and  there  has  generally  been  a slight  exces.s  of 
females  employed  over  males  in  the  proportion  of  11  to  10. 

The  following  articles  were  manufactured  by  the  patients  during  the  year  ending 
January  5th  1834  : — 


1^376 

162 


8j 

24 

43 

42 

117 

103 


hanks  of  linen  yarn  have  been  spun. 

„ thread  have  been  made, 
pieces  of  linen  wove,  1,242  yards. 

„ twill  calico,  429  „ 

„ plain  „ 475  „ 

„ camlet,  123  „ 

„ cord,  67  „ 

pairs  of  stockings  knit. 

„ leather  shoes  made, 
list  shoes  soled. 

sheets  made;  linen  manufactured  by  the  patients. 
„ calico 
„ linen 


72 

104 


quilts 

shirts  , 

shifts  , 

> aprons  , 

5 petticoats 

wrappers 

caps 

gowns 

bed-ticks 

pairs  of  trowsers 

waistcoats  , 


chequer 

camlet 


In  the  year  1832  the  institution  suffered  under  an  attack  of  the  epidemic  cholera,  and  the 
following  extract  from  a minute  of  the  board,  bearing  date  September  3d  of  the  same  year, 
contains  some  interesting  particulars  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  disorder, 
“ Dr.  M’Donnell  (the  medical  attendant  of  the  asylum)  read  a very  interesting  and  satis- 
factory medical  report  of  the  whole  proceedings  since  cholera  manifested  itself  in  the 
asylum,  continued  to  the  present  time,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  have  been  36  cases, 
vra.,  24  lunatics,  and  12  nurses,  attendants  and  keepers.  There  have  been  11  deaths  out 
of  147  lunatics  confined  in  the  asylum,  and  no  death  among  the  keepers,  nurses  and 
attendants,  amounting  to  32,  although  a far  greater  number  in  proportion  have  been 
0.5.  302  attacked. 


Lusatic 

Astlums. 

Uhter. 

County  Antrim. 

iExamiuutiuiis  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  u.  d. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  sj.  u. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at  Belfast. 


Who  entitled  to 
Relief. 
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Lunatic 

Asylums. 

Ulster. 

County  Antrim. 

Bxammations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  w.  b. 

J.  R.  Corrie,esq.,M.  B. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at  Belfast. 


Diet. 


Clothing. 

General  Manage- 
ment. 


Attendants. 
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attacked.  The  clergy  of  all  religious  denominations  are  freely  admitted  to  visit  the  inmates 
of  the  establishment,  under  the  restriction  of  certain  necessary  regulations.  No  chaplains 
are  attached,  but  there  have  been  some  attempts  on  the  part  of  laymen  to  interfere  with  the 
opinions  of  the  patients.  Controversial  tracts  have,  however,  been  always  excluded  from 
circulation  in  the  wards. 

It  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  make  a difference  in  the  usual  diet  of  the  male  and 
female  patients,  and,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  no  class  of  lunatics  is  entitled  to  meat 

Breakfast. — Males  : one  quart  of  stirabout  and  one  third  ditto  of  new  milk.  Females  • 
one  and  a half  pint  of  stirabout  and  one  half  ditto  of  new  milk. 

Dinner. — (Sunday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday.)  Males:  three  pounds  of  potatoes  undone 
quart  of  soup.  Females : three  pounds  of  potatoes  and  one  and  a half  pints  of  soup 
(Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday.)  Males:  three  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes' 
and  one  pint  of  buttermilk  or  soup.  Females : three  pounds  of  potatoes  and  one  pint  of 
buttermilk  or  soup. 

Supper. — (Sunday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday.)  Males  : one  quart  of  flummery 
and  one  third  ditto  of  new  milk.  Females : one  pint  of  flummery  and  one  half  ditto  of  new 
milk.  (Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday.)  Males:  one-half  pound  of  bread  and  one-third 
quart  of  new  milk.  Females  : one-half  pound  of  bread  and  one-half  pint  of  new  milk. 

P.S.  Those  of  the  convalescent  patients  who  are  actively  employed  get  four  ounces  of 
meat,  in  addition  to  the  soup,  three  days  in  the  week.  When  the  state  of  the  patient’s 
health  requires  it,  the  physician  may  alter  the  diet  to  any  other  that  may  be  necessary,  such 
as  tea,  wine,  mutton  broth,  &c. 

All  the  patients  are  provided  with  clothing  during  their  detention,  and  a very  large 
portion  of  the  articles  used  are  manufactured  and  made  up  by  themselves. 

The  general  management  of  the  establishment  is  vested  in  the  hands  of  20  governors,  of 
whom  meetings  are  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  every  month.  Not  more 
than  three  are,  however,  accustomed  to  attend,  but  voting  by  proxy  is  not  permitted. 
Three  members  belong  to  the  board  of  governors  in  virtue  of  their  office,  namely,  the 
sovereign  of  Belfast,  the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  and  the  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor. 
Whenever  any  subject  requires  special  attention  or  investigation  a sub-committee  is 
appointed,  with  directions  to  report  to  the  board.  None  of  the  members  have  been  selected 
to  act  officially  as  visitors,  but  two  of  the  number  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  visiting  the 
several  departments  of  the  charity. 

The  attendants  amount  to  28,  and  their  respective  duties  are  accurately  defined  by  a code 
of  printed  regulations.  They  are  all  amenable,  in  respect  to  their  conduct,  to  the  manager  or 
the  matron.  The  following  list  shows  the  annual  cost  of  attendance: 


List  of  Attendants,  with  their  respective  Wages  per  Aunum. 


One  gardener  - - - 

One  keeper  - - - 

Four  ditto  - - - 

One  nurse  _ - _ 

Four  ditto  _ - _ 

Nine  assistant-nurses 
One  cook  - ~ - 

One  assistant  - - - 

One  office  and  room  servant 
One  laundress 
Two  assistant  ditto  - 
One  hall  porter 
One  gate  keeper 


£.  s. 


each 

each 


each 


21  - 
15  - 
12  12 
8 8 
6 6 


d. 


These  servants  have  all  board  and  lodging  and  one  suit  of  clothes  annually,  and  to  those 
who  have  the  immediate  charge  of  the  patients  1 /.  1 s.  extra  is  presented,  if  they  have  con- 
ducted themselves  properly. 

The  purchase  of  the  various  articles  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  asylum  is 
entrusted  to  the  judgment  of  the  manaccer. 

A very  full  report  is  annually  prepared  by  the  manager,  and  submitted  to  the  board  of 
governors.  It  embraces  a large  number  of  topics,  and  is  usually  committed  to  the  press 
but  not  published.  , 

The  charge  for  the  year  ending  5th  January  1833,  was  as  follows: 


£.  s. 

Received  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  MaiestY’sl 

Treasury  - --  --  --  ~ 

Deduct  fees  at  Treasury  - --  --  -18 


Balance  of  last  account  in  favour  of  the  asylum  ---- 
Received  for  vegetables  sold  - - - - - -13 

Ditto  for  sundry  fines  inflicted  on  servants  for  misconduct  2 3 


Total  charge  - 


d. 

f.  s.  d. 

6 

— 

2,999  '■  S 

" 

266  7 2 

— 

2160 

£.  1 

3.257  4 8 

The 
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The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  same  year  is 
referred  to,  and  is,  given  underneath. 

Provisions  - - " , " 

Clothing  -------- 

Bedding  -------- 

Furniture  - - - “ . 

Stationery,  advertising  and  printing  - - - 

Coals,  candles,  soap,  &o.  - - - - - 

Medicines,  wine  and  surgical  attendance 
Tobacco  and  snuff  ------ 

Buildings  and  repairs  . - . - - 

Garden  expenses  ------ 

Incidents  -------- 

Insurance  -------- 

Salaries  and  servants’  wages  - - - - 

Expenses  incurred  in  consequence  of  cholera 

Total  discharge  _ - - - - 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  asylum,  5th  January  1833 


taken  from  the  printed  report  above 


f. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

1,007 

4 

- 

- 

175 

11 

6 

- 

86 

4 

1 

- 

67 

2 

1 

- 

16 

5 

8 

- 

181 

10 

9 

- 

68 

15 

2 

- 

25 

1 

6 

- 

595 

19 

11 

- 

58 19 

- 

- 

53 

8 

7 

_ 

16 

16 

8 

- 

582 

- 

6 

- 

— 

2,935 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

116 

19 

7 

. 

- 

- 

£. 

1 3*051 

19 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 205 

4 

11 

£. 

1 3,257 

4 

8 

Lunatic 

Asylums. 

Ulster. 

County  Armagh. 

Exaininatious  taken  by 
Sir  1). Burry,  n.  d. 

J.  E.  Corrie,  esep,  m,d. 

District  Lunatic 
Asylum  at  Belfast. 


Expenditure. 


At  the  close  of  each  month  the  accounts  are  made  up  and  audited  at  the  meeting  of  the  Accounts 
board.  A statement  of  the  expenditure,  certified  by  the  board,  is  likewise  transmiUed 
every  six  months  to  the  Council  Office,  Dublin  Castle,  and  every  year  to  the  Audit  Office 

'^Verv^httle  benefit  as  to  medical  instruction  is  derived  from  the  advantages  possessed  Medical 
by  the  asylum.  It  is  stated  that  a person  who  is  intended  to  undertake  the  control  of  the  Instruction, 
insane  may,  by  application  to  the  manager,  obtain  permission  to  observe  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment which  is  adopted  in  the  establishment ; but  the  matter  does  not  come  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  board.  Post-moriem  examinations  are  forbidden. 


Persons  who  attended  the  Examination. 


District  Lunatic 

W.  W.  Aldjo,  esq.—  Dean  Jacksok — Rev,  James  Jones. — A.  J . Kelly,  esq. — Rev.  Cornelius  Asylum  ut  Armagh. 

Lyne.— Major  Tuornton.— The  Physician.— The  Manager. 


. Population  and 

The  Armagh  Lunatic  Asylum  is  intended  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  from  four  counties  Extent  of  Country, 
the  province  of  Ulster,  namely,  Uermanaglr  with  a population  of  149.763- 
^ Armao-h  - 220.IS4 


Armagh  _ - - - 220,134 

Monaghan  - - - - 1 95,536 

Cavan  - - - - 227,933 

Total  population  of  the  district  - - - 793£66 

It  is  the  oldest  of  the  district  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  , 

There  is  much  room  for  blame  in  many  of  the  arrangements  of  this  institution ; and  the  liiiildins,  &c. 
original  design  seems  to  have  been  faulty  in  no  small  degree.  The  house  contains  no 
privies,  and  the  privies  which  are  placed  in  the  yard  are  so  miserably  constructed  that  tfe 
water-courses,  which  have  been  led  under  the  premises,  are 

which  is  allowed  to  accumulate  to  a most  offensive  degree.  The  distribution  of  the  rooms 
intended  for  the  different  inmates  of  the  hospital  is  also  being  well  managed ; foi 

instance,  four  female  nurses  sleep  m a small  room,  merely  hoaided  off  and  inside  a ward 
in  which  eight  convalescent  male  lunatics  are  lodged  ; the  women  having  to  pass  ‘htou  ^ 

*L .ww  fr,^m  hpAa.  and  being  separated  by  that  room  from 

Again,  there  is  no  apartment 


where  their  assistance  must  he  more  particularly  needed. 


set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  an  infirmary  for  those  who  are  placed  under  medical  treatment, 
Tlfe  pl.ysician'to  ihe  asylum  was  appointed  by  the  Govermnent.  He  is  g 
49th  year,  and  served  for  some  time  as  a surgeon  in  the  Royal  N^y. 
medicine  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  a member  of  the  Royal  tC 


uieoicme  01  tne  Jiainourgu  Luiivc4»ii.y,  from  tVio 

London.  He  is  also  possessed  of  a license  to  practice  midwifery,_and  of  a license 
Apothecaries’  Hall.  He  is  not  provided  with  apartments  in  the  institution, ^but  lesides  m 


tbrtowin"  He'hSd^  tlm  appointment  of  local  inspector  of  the  gaol, 

salary  of  80?  per  annum  The  chief  cave  of  the  diseased  inmates  of  the  asylum  is  en- 
trusted to  the  iSanager,  who  is  the  oldest  officer  of  his  class  now  m the  superintendence  of 
tlie  similar  establishments  throughout  Ireland.  _ , . c^.rvif'Ps  P^vrpp^!t 

Thu  physician’s  salary  is  lOo/.  pev  annum.  The  manager 
and  those  of  his  wife  (who  acts  as  matron)  an  annual  salary  of  060 '■  He  occupies 

'‘Tan”bsdt«&  the  present  kind  the  pharmacy  needs  to  be  on  but  a very  small  so^  Phaniacy. 
The  entire  cost  of  medicine  is  stated  not  to  average  more  than  12  /.  a year,  and  the  physician 
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is  accustomed  to  send  his  prescriptions  for  the  sick  inmates  to  be  made  up  at  an  apothe- 
cary’s shop  in  Armagh.  ^ 

The  asylum  was  opened  on  the  14th  of  July  1825 ; and  according  to  a return  furnished 
to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  by  the  manager,  the  following  is  an  account  of  the  admis- 
sions, See.,  since  that  period  up  to  the  1st  of  January  1834. 

Patients  admitted  from  the  14th  of  July  1825,  up  to  the  1st  of  January  1834 : 


Males. 

"Females. 

Total 

Discharged  recovered  in  the  same  period 

153 

118 

Ditto  relieved  ______ 

57 

43. 

Ditto  unrelieved  ------ 

40 

18 

Died  --------- 

41 

28 

Transferred  to  Derry  Asylum  . _ _ _ 

11 

5 

Remaining  in  asylum  on  the  1st  of  January,  1834  - 

60 

58 

118 

Total  as  above  _ _ _ 

362 

270 

632 

Distribution  by  Counties  of  the  Patients  remaining 

in  Asylum 

on  January  12,  1834 

Armagh  - --  --  --  - 

18 

Monaghan  -------- 

I 23 

17 

40 

Fermanagh  -------- 

' 6 

9 

Cavan  --------- 

13 

7 

20 

Total 

60 

58 

118 

Average  yearly  expenditure  during  the  before-mentioned  period  - i8s.  8d 


Number  of  patients  on  the  8th  of  September,  1834 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Belonging  to  Armagh  County  - - - - 

16 

34 

50 

Ditto 

Monaghan  ----- 

23 

17 

40 

Ditto 

Fermanagh  ----- 

5 

4 

9 

Ditto 

Cavan  ------ 

16 

5 

21 

Total  - - - j 

flo 

60 

120 

State  of  the  above  Cases. 

Considered  curable  - - - - - - I 

7 

10 

17 

Ditto 

incurable  ------ 

53 

' 50 

103 

Total  - - - 

60 

60 

120 

The  hospital  has  accommodations  for  120  patients,  and  each  of  the  above  counties  is 
entitled  to  send  according  to  its  population,  but  is  only  chargeable  with  the  number  actually 
admitted. — The  only  recommendation  necessary  to  those  seeking  to  be  taken  in  is  a com- 
pliance with  the  form  of  admission,  which  embraces  an  affidavit  of  poverty,  a medical  cer- 
tificate of  insanity,  and  a certificate  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  in 
which  the  applicant  resided.  The  manager  stated  that  the  basis  of  his  classification  of  the 
patients,  in  their  different  day-rooms,  was  their  respective  tranquillity  of  manner.  The 
Assistant  Commissioners,  however,  found  the  quiet,  reserved,  decently-mannered  young 
female,  in  the  same  room  and  under  the  same  superintendence  with  the  turbulent,  chaffer- 
ing idiots,  the  grinning,  restless  maniacs  bound  in  strait  waistcoats,  and  the  disgusting, 
helpless  wretches  who  had  survived  the  loss  of  almost  every  sense  and  every  faculty.  Jwo 
persons  were  observed  in  their  beds,  bound  hand  and  foot  and  secured  to  the  bedsteads, with 
the  door  locked.  There  was,  however,  a nurse  iu  the  corridor.  These,  and  two  females  m 
strait  waistcoats,  in  the  female  day-room,  were  the  only  persons  whom  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners had  seen  under  similar  restraint  in  the  three  asylums  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
They  remarked  a very  striking  want  of  employment,  especially  among  the  male  patients. 
They  sat  or  moped  about  in  their  day-rooms  (in  one  of  which  there  were  12,  in  another  17» 
and  in  another  15)  in  every  stage  of  muttering,  restless  idiotcy,  isolated  melancholy,  and 
raving,  unquiet  lunacy,  without  a single  object  being  present  to  attract  attention  or  bring 
into  exercise  any  gleam  of  reason,  which  might  be  returning  to  the  diseased  mind  of  the 
individual.  It  is  true  that  the  state  of  the  weather  prevented  these  wretched  persons  from 
being  employed  on  the  farm.  But  surely  in  a disease  in  which  occupation  is  found  to  be 
far  above  all  other  plans  the  most  essential,  such  employment  should  be  provided  for  luna- 
tics, both  without  and  within  doors,  as  would  engage  their  attention  and  assist  them  m 
combining  theirideas.  There  are  few,  if  any,  lunatics  not  requiringpersonalreslraintwhoaie 
not  capable  of  performing  some  work  more  or  less  profitable.  It  was  stated  that  ihe  only 
employments  provided  for  males  in  the  asylum  were  garden  or  field  labour,  weaving  (loi 
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six  or  eii^ht)  and  stone-breaking ; but  no  recent  traces  could  be  discovered  of  the  latter 
kind  of  work.  That  these  are  the  opinions  of  the  resident  manager  is  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing observations,  which  occur  in  a paper  written  by  him  and  given  to  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners. He  states  that  “ he  is  so  fully  convinced  of  the  importance  of  employment  or 
occupation  of  time  (not  only  in  a curative  point  of  view,  but  as  a means  of  alleviating  and 
renderin'^  confinement  less  irksome),  that  he  considers  no  system  of  treatment  is  perfect 
where  t^ese  are  absent.  There  are  13  acres  of  ground  attached  to  the  asylum,  which 
afford  a tolerable  scope  in  gardening  and  agriculture;  and  all  the  linen  cloth  for  the  use  of 
the  establishment  and  the  clothing  of  the  females  is  woven  by  the  male  patients.  As  a 
means  of  recreation,  he  (the  manager)  has  recently  established  gymnastic  exercises  and  a 
ball  court.”  ...  . , 

Of  the  120  lunatics  which  it  has  been  seen  that  the  institution  contained  at  the  dale 
of  this  evidence,  the  manager  considered  only  17  to  be  curable  cases.  For  the  remainder 
little,  if  any,  prospect  of  restoration  to  sanity  existed.  There  were  but  two  beds  vacant ; 
the  late  occupant  of  one  had  just  died  under  an  attack  of  the  epidemic  cholera,  which  pre- 
vailed to  some  extent  in  the  town  of  Armagh.  If  this  state  of  things  be  not  remedied  the 
asylum  is  likely  to  become,  within  a very  short  time,  utterly  useless,  as  far  as  regards  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  originally  established,  namely,  the  treatment  and  restoration  to 
sanity  of  curable  pauper  lunatics.  Either  hospitals  for  incurable  cases  of  lunacy  must  be 
established,  or  the  present  class  of  asylums  will  inevitably  become  devoted  to  that  class 
alone,  if  the  manager’s  statement  (assented  to  by  the  governors  who  attended  this  examina- 
tion) be  correct,  that  tbe  engagements  entered  into  by  the  friends  of  the  lunatic  to  take 
him  away  when  required,  are,  in  most  cases,  found  to  be  of  no  avail. 

The  institution  is  under  the  direction  and  control  of  a board  of  governors  appointed 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  who  are  accustomed  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  every 
month.  The  Archbishop  of  Armagh  for  the  time  being  is  one  of  the  number  in  virtue  of 
his  office. 

It  has  been  already  stated  the  principal  non-medical  officer  is  the  manager  under  whose 
superintendence  the  patients  are  more  immediately  placed.  The  manager’s  wife  fills  the 
situation  ol’  matron. 


The  number  of  attendants  in  the  pay  of  the  establishment  and  their  respective  salaries 


1 Gardener,  whose  wife  acts  as  gate-keeper,  at  per  annum  - 27  6 - 

1 Store-keeper-  - - - - - - -15-- 

4 Keepers,  each  at  12  - - - - - - -48-- 

1 Master- weaver  - - - - - - - -10-- 

1 Cook  - - - - - - - - - - Z0-- 

5 Nurses  at  6/.  6 s- each  - - - - - - -3010- 

8 Assistant  nurses  at  4/.  4 5.  each  - - - - -3312- 

2 Laundry  maids  at  4 4 s.  each  - - - - - 88- 

1 Housemaid  - - - - - - - - - 44- 

1 Store  and  office  maid  - - - - - - -44- 


26 


£.  191 


4 - 


Contracts  have  been  procured  for  the  supply  of  the  under-mentioned  articles : — 

New  milk,  at  2^df.  per  quart,  or  gcZ.  per  gallon. 

Buttermilk,  at  2^d.  per  gallon. 

Beef,  at  4 d.  per  lb. 

Heads  of  beef,  at  \od.  each. 

Soap,  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Dip  candles,  at  5s.  Qd.  per  12  lb. 

Mould  candles,  at  7 s.  6 d.  per  12  lb. 

With  respect  to  the  other  articles  which  enter  into  the  consumption  of  the  establishment,  it 
was  stated  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  by  the  manager,  that  a contract  for  coal  never 
could  be  procured,  and  that  contracts  for  potatoes  have  not  taken  place,  owing  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  not  a single  person  being  found  willing  to  undertake  to  furnish  the  whole 
quantity  required.  The  manager  further  observed,  “ that  in  country  places  no  competition 
existed,  and  that  consequently  there  was  sometimes  a positive  disadvantage  to  tbe  charity 
in  accepting  a contract,  and  that  as  the  governors  had  always  ready  money,  they  were  sure 
to  command  the  most  favourable  prices.” 

The  duties  of  the  several  subordinate  officers  connected  with  the  institution  is  regulated 
by  a code  of  printed  rules. 

The  money  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  asylurn  is  in  the  first  instance  derived 
from  the  Government,  which  advances  the  suras  likely  to  be  required  for  the  annual  ex- 
penditure. Repayment  is  afterwards  obtained  from  the  several  counties  for  which  the 
asylum  was  erected,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients  from  each  county,  who  have 
been  inmates  during  the  period  of  outlay,  a certified  return  of  which,  and  of  the  total 
number  of  patients  treated,  is  annually  transmitted  to  the  council  office,  Dublin  Castle, 
previous  to  the  recurrence  of  each  assizes, 

0.5.  304  ^be 
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The  total  expenditure  for  each  of  the  three  years  preceding  the  present  was  as 


£.  s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1831  - 

1,964  18  7 - Average  cost  of  each  patient 

21 

16 

6 

1832  - 

2,093  13  1 - „ 

20 

18 

8 

1833  - 

2,196  9 11  - „ 

21 

10 

6 

The  manner  in  which  the  expenses  of  this  establishment  and  the  specific  application 
of  its  resources  are  accounted  for  cannot  be  considered  as  satisfactory.  It  is  true  that  an 
account  of  the  charge  and  discharge  is  rendered  every  year  up  to  the  31st  of  March  at  the 
Public  Account  Office,  Somerset  House,  but  no  credit  is  given  for,  nor  is  any  account  sub- 
mitted to  the  board  of  directors,  of  the  produce  of  the  labour  of  the  lunatics,  unless  some 
portion  of  that  produce  shall  have  been  sold.  The  only  account  furnished  on  these  matters 
is  the  charge  for  raw  material,  for  garden  and  agricultural  seeds  and  implements,  &c.  To 
the  apparent  public  expense  therefore,  of  feeding  and  clothing  these  persons  must  be  added 
the  amount  which  the  articles  manufactured  by  themselves,  and  the  produce  of  the  ourden 
and  farm,  which  they  exclusively  cultivate,  would  fetch,  if  sold  in  the  market.  The  grounds 
belonging  to  the  institution  consist  of  three  acres  of  grass  lawn,  two  acres  of  walled  o-arden 
richly  cropped  with  vegetables  and  fruit,  eight  acres  of  farm,  producing  potatoes,  corn,  &c  ’ 
with  an  extensive  yard  and  piggery,  containing  nine  large  pigs,  a cow,  horse,  geese,  turkeys” 
&c.,  the  private  property  of  the  manager.  The  yard  looks  upon  the  centre  back-front  of  the 
building,  although  the  whole  has  very  much  the  air  of  a farm  cultivated  at  the  public 
expense  for  the  benefit  of  an  individual,  yet  the  Assistant  Commissioners  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  manager  (who  seemed  to  enjoy  the  foil  confidence  of  the  governors),  applied 
a fair  proportion  of  the  produce  to  the  support  of  the  lunatics ; however,  this  should  appear 
in  his  accounts  with  the  board,  and  the  fact  that  it  does  not  was  calculated  to  excite  the 
more  surprise,  as  he  kept  a book  relating  to  the  farm  and  garden,  from  which  some  of  the 
items  might  have  been  collected.  The  manager  keeps  all  the  accounts  of  the  asylum  him- 
self, and  is  the  only  clerk  in  the  employment  of  the  establishment;  writing,  alone,  must 
therefore  occupy  much  of  his  time. 

It  cannot  be  viewed  but  as  a subject  of  regret  that  the  assemblage  of  so  many  lunatics 
within  the  same  walls  is  not  made,  in  some  degree,  subservient  to  the  education  of  those 
who  are  destined  to  take  charge  of  persons  labouring  under  a similar  form  of  disease.  It  is 
not  even  customary  to  make  examinations  jjosi  mortem. 


Persom  who  attended  the  Examination. 

Rev.  E.  Browne. — Rev.  Francis  Browhlow. — Sir  Robert  Ferguson. — Rev.  George  Hai, 

Thomas  Scott,  esq. — The  Physician. — The  Manager. 

The  Londonderry  District  Asylum  is  intended  forthe  reception  of  the  curable  pauper 
lunatics  belonging  to  the  counties  of  Tyrone,  Donegal  and  Derry.  According  to  the  census 
of  1831  the  population  of  Tyrone  was  302,934 ; Donegal,  298,104;  Derry,  222,416. 

This  building  is  exactly  similar  to  that  which  the  Assistant  Commissioners  have  had 
occasion  to  describe  in  speaking  of  the  Belfast  Lunatic  Asylum.  It  was  erected  under  the 
directions  of  an  architect  employed  by  Government,  and  was  opened  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1829.  It  was  originally  designed  that  the  number  of  lunatics  tp  be  admitted  should  not 
exceed  105,  but  on  the  7th  of  December  1830  the  local  directors  received  a communication, 
from  Government,  authorising  them  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  building  as  would  enable 
them  to  lodge  45  additional  patients.  This  alteration  was  accordingly  made,  and  it  cost  the 
sum  of  160/.  los.  Ilf/.;  namely,  44/.  9s.  iiJ.  for  the  expense.s  of  construction,  and 
116/.  10s.  for  furniture  and  bedding.  The  asylum  contains  at  present — 

Male  patients  - 

Female  patients  - 

Servants — male,  6;  female  19  ------  25 

169 

The  medical  attendant  and  the  manager  agree  in  stating  that  the  above  is  the  very 
largest  number  which  the  house  is  capable  of  accommodating,  and  that  the  departure  from 
the  original  arrangements  has  not  been  unattended  with  inconvenience.  The  basement 
story  is  dark,  unventilated  and  damp,  divided  into  useless  and  ill  devised  arched  cells, 
utterly  unfit  for  the  confinement  of  patients  of  any  class. 

The  physician,  who-  is  appointed  by  the  Government,  is  a gentleman  in  his  47th  year. 
He  is  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  doctor  of  medicine  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh.  He  is  also  medical  attendant  of  the  Derry  County  Infirmary. 
An  apothecary  is  likewise  attached  to  the  asvlum,  who  does  not  visit  it  except  when 
specially  sent  for.  The  apothecary  was  selected  by  the  directors.  Of  the  same  class  as  the 
medical  officers  may  be  considered  the  manager,  under  whose  immediate  care  the  lunatics 
generally  are.  This  officer,  previous  to  his  present  appointment,  which  he  received  from 

Government, 
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Governmeat,  had  been  superintendent  of  the  lunatic  department  of  the  House  of  Industry  in 
Brunswick-street,  Dublin. 

The  salary  of  the  physician  is  ------  lOO  - - per  annum. 

„ apothecary  - - - - - - lOlO-  „ 

manager  and  his  wife,  who  acts  as  matron  250  - - „ 

A small  apartment  has  been  fitted  up  as  an  apothecary’s  shop,  and  stocked  with  useful 
medicines  to  the  value  of  about  10?.  Surgical  instruments,  being  seldom  required,  have  not 
been  provided.  The  only  instruments  possessed  by  the  asylum  are  those  used  in  restraining 
the  violent  lunatics.  They  are— 1,  a chin-stay  ; 2,  afigure-of-eight  bandage  ; 3,acushioned 
aucle-strap;  4,  a strait  waistcoat 

The  re*^istration  of  the  patients  is  conducted  with  much  accuracy  and  attention  to  detail. 
The  actuS  number  of  the  inmates  of  the  establishment  has  been  already  stated,  but  the 
followino'  return  shows  the  number  of  patients  who  have  beeri  in  the  asylum  on  the  5th  of 
January^n  each  of  the  last  five  years,  together  with  other  particulars  :~ 


Number  of  Patients 
on  6th  January  in  each  Year. 

Admitted.  ' 

Discharged 

Recovered. 

Disdiarged 

Relieved. 

Discharged 

Unrelieved. 

Died. 

fTOTAL 
Discharged 
and  Died. 

73 

87 

8 

1 

5 

14 

1831  - 

110 

84 

36 

4 

2 

6 

47 

1832  - 

142 

81 

32 

5 

1 1 

11 

49 

1833  * 

143 

G6 

42 

7 

3 

13 

65 

1834  ■ 

1 148 

74 

41  ' 

6 

3 

J9 

69 

The  lunatic  paupers  of  the  three  counties,  for  which  the  asylum  was  erected,  are  alone 
entitled  to  participate  in  its  benefits.  All  applicants  must  he  provided  with  certain  certi- 
ficates and  affidavits,  and  it  afterwards  rests  with  the  board  of  governors  to  judge  of  the 
nature  of  the  case.  Those  patients  who,  when  received,  labour  under  no  other  apparent 
disease  than  insanity,  are  left  exclusively  to  the  charge  of  the  moral  manager ; but  as  soon  as 
any  lunatic  is  considered  to  stand  in  need  of  remedial  treatment,  he  is  transferred  to  the  care 
of  the  medical  attendant,  and  the  moral  manager  is  no  longer  authorized  to  interfere.  Every 
patient,  however,  without  exception,  is  seen  and  examined,  upon  admission,  by  the  physician, 
after  having  first  had  a warm  bath,  having  his  hair  cut  short,  and  having  been  clothed  in 
the  uniform  dress  of  the  establishment.  The  plan  of  treatment  is  then  arranged,  that  is, 
whether  the  patient  is  to  remain  under  the  care  of  the  physician,  or  to  be  handed  over  to 
that  of  the  manager.  Thus  the  present  mode  of  governing  lunatic  patients  appears  to 
resemble  the  system  of  a boarding  school,  or  of  a regiment  of  young  soldiers,  rather  than 
that  of  an  hospital  for  the  medical  treatment  of  diseased  persons.  The  insane  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  physician  or  surgeon  until  he  has  been  reported  by  the  manager 
to  have  manifested  signs  of  some  physical  or  bodily  infirmity.  At  the  date  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners’  visit  to  the  Londonderry  Asylum  the  number  of  lunatics  for  whom  medical 
assistance  was  deemed  expedient  did  not  exceed  five,  and  there  never  had  been  the  least 
collision  between  the  manager  and  the  physician.  During  their  detention,  and  whenever 
their  general  condition  admits  of  it,  suitable  employment  is  provided  for  the  insane.  The 
males  are  variously  set  to  work  at  gardening  or  agriculture,  at  winding  or  weaving,  tailor- 
ing, shoe-making  or  carpenter’s  jobs,  or  else  at  pumping  or  washing  potatoes  for  the  use  of 
the  kitchen.  Occupation  is  likewise  found  for  the  females  in  plain  needle-work,  quilting, 
knitting  or  spinning,  or  in  washing  in  the  laundry,  or  in  giving  assistance  to  the  servants  of 
the  house  in  cleaning  the  wards,  passages,  8cc. 

The  manifest  inadequacy  of  this  and  other  existing  asylums  to  the  accommodation  of 
the  recent  and  supposed  curable  cases  of  insanity  occurring  in  their  respective  districts,  as 
well  as  of  the  incurable  cases  and  idiots,  is  every  day  becoming  a matter  of  more  pressing 
consideration.  The  arrangements  whereby  an  increased  number  of  insane  paupers  have 
been  lodged  in  the  institution  at  present  under  consideration,  have  involved  the  necessity 
of  converting  the  hospital  rooms  into  dormitories  holding  1 7 beds  each,  and  of  placing  one 
additional  bed  in  each  of  the  convalescent  wards  in  either  wing  of  the  house;  and  the  very 
able  correspondence  of  the  governors  of  the  Derry  Asylum  with  those  of  the  Belfast 
District,  with  the  Government,  and  with  the  commissioners  for  the  management  of  the 
insane,  places  the  general  fact  in  a very  striking  point  of  view.  Indeed  it  will  hardly  admit 
of  doubt,  to  one  who  has  weighed  the  observations  which  have  been  hitherto  made,  that  in 
the  course  of  a very  few  years  one  or  other  of  the  following  evils  must  take  place,  viz.,  either 
that  all  idiots  and  incurable  lunatics  must  be  again  turned  loose  upon  society,  or  that  all 
recent  and  curable  cases  of  insanity  must  be  refused  admission  owing  to  want  of  room  in 
the  existing  asylums. 

The  following  is  the  established  dietary  of  the  Derry  Asylum,  and  no  deviation  from  it  is 
permitted  to  be  made  except  under  the  express  directions  of  the  attending  physician  : — 

Breakfast, — Each  morning,  seven  ounces  of  oatmeal  made  into  one  quart  of  stirabout  with 
one-third  quart  of  new  milk. 

Dinner. — (Sunday) : one  half  pound  of  beef  and  three  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes. 
(Monday)  : one  pint  of  buttermilk  and  three  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes.  (Tuesday) : 
ox-head  soup  and  three  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes.  (Wednesday) : one  pint  of  buttermilk 
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and  three  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes.  (Thursday)  : ox-head  soup,  and  three  and  a half 
pounds  of  potatoes.  (Friday) : one  pint  of  buttermilk  and  three  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes 
(Saturday)  ; one  pint  of  buttermilk  and  three  and  a half  pounds  of  potatoes. 

Supper. — Five  ounces  of  oatmeal  made  into  stirabout  and  one-third  quart  of  buttermilk. 

The  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  charity  is  vested  in  the  hands  of  a limited 
number  of  governors  appointed  immediately  by  Government.  They  are  directed  to  assemble 
on  the  second  Friday  in  each  month  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  and  three  are  considered 
to  constitute  a quorum.  Minutes  are  regularly  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  these  meetings. 
There  is  no  managing  committee. 

Excepting  the  manager  there  is  but  one  non-medical  officer,  namely,  the  treasurer,  who 
is  also  agent  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  He  is  not  authorized  to  pay  any  check  on  account  of 
the  establishment,  unless  it  bear  the  signatures  of  three  of  the  directors. 

The  number  of  sub-officers  and  attendants,  together  with  their  respective  salaries  is  as 
follows  :■ — 

£. 

1 Clerk  and  storekeeper  - - - - - 30 

1 Gardener  - - - - - - - -15 

5 Keepers  at  12  Z.  12  s.  each  -----  63 
1 Hall  porter  - - - - - - -10 

5 Nurses  at  6 L 6s.  each  -----  31 
10  Assistant-nurses  at  4Z.  4s.  each  - - - - 42 

1 Cook  - 
. 1 Laundress 

1 Assistant-laundress  ------  4 

1 Office  and  store  maid  ------  4 

47  , £.212  10  6 


The  above  are  all  provided  with  board  and  lodging. 

No  governor  is  in  any  way  interested  in  the  supply  of  the  various  articles  which  enter 
into  the  consumption  of  the  institution. 

Of  the  reports  which  have  been  hitherto. drawn  up  none  have  been  printed,  but  from  the 
detached  documents  which  have  been  supplied  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  they  were 
enabled  to  collect  that,  at  the  existing  rate  of  contracts  for  provisions,  and  taking  an  average 
of  the  week,  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient,  for  food  only,  is,  as  near  as  may  be,  3cf.  per  diem. 
The  average ' daily  cost  of  each  patient,  taking  into  account  all  items  of  expenditure,  is 
about  ^\d. 

There  is  no  instruction  of  any  kind  given  for  the  management  of  lunatics.  Post-mortem 
examinations  are  performed  without  inconvenience,  and  no  unpleasant  circumstance  has 
ever  occurred  in  consequence. 


4 - 
4 6 


The  Assistant  Commissioners  commenced  their  examination  by  inspecting  the  wards  in 
which  the  patients  are  lodged. 

These  were  six  in  number,  besides  the  upper  floor  of  the  front  or  cross  building  called 
the  gallery,  and  destined  for  boarders  of  the  first  and  second  classes.  The  six  wards,  or 
rather  floors,  are  perfectly  uniform  in  their  construction  and  internal  distribution.  They  are 
situated  in,  and  constitute  the  whole  of,  the  interior  of  two  parallel  buildings, which  have  been 
lengthened  at  two  different  periods,  running  north  and  south  ; each  being  three  stories  high, 
and  of  equal  length,  separated  by  a damp-looking,  low,  level  space  of  about  12  yards 
broad.  These  two  buildings  are  connected  at  their  southern  extremities  by  a cross  building 
(forming  the  front  of  the  hospital)  running  east  and  west,  and  uniform,  as  to  the  height  and 
width  ot  its  floors,  with  those  of  the  other  two  buildings. 

The  wards  are  denominated  the  lower,  middle,  and  upper  male  and  female  wards,  from 
the  stories  which  they  occupy.  They  are  each  about  360  feet  long  by  about  20  feet  broad, 
and  about  12  feet  high,  and  are  each  divided  into  two,  state  rooms  for  boarders  of  the  first 
class,  when  there  are  such  patients  to  occupy  them;  one  similar  room  for  the  ward-keeper; 
22  pauper  patients’  rooms,  or  cells,  (twelve  feet  by  eight,)  one  of  which  is  occupied  by  the 
ward-keeper’s  servant;  one  scullery,  or  washing-room,  and  a water-closet;  all  except  the 
latter  opening  upon  the  same  corridor,  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  floor  or  ward, 
and  is  about  16  feet  wide.  An  offset  has  been  lately  added  to  the  east  side  of  one  and 
the  west  side  of  the  other  parallel  building  about  the  middle,  affording  a day-room  to  each 
ward,  (32  feet  by  21.)  These  day-rooms  have  been  converted, in  two  instances, into 
rooms,  or  wards,  of  10  beds  each,  for  pauper  or  free  patients,  and  are  furnished  with  iron 
bedsteads  of  a modern  construction.  There  are  three  fire-places  in  each  corridor,  and  two 
in  each  day-room. 

The  gallery  is  the  upper  floor  of  the  front  or  cross  building,  and  consists  of  six  rooms 
for  first-class  boarders,  and  a corridor,  similar  to  the' corresponding  class  of  apartments  in 
the  other  wards.  {See  Table  No.  1.) 

The  present  front  was  also  that  of  the  original  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  built  iu  the  year 
1757,  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  and  idiots,  under  the  will  of  the  founder.  Dean  Swift. 
This  house,  and  the  two  pamllel  buildings  already  mentioned  .which  were  at  first  but  one-third 
fo  their  present  length,  form  three  sides  of  a parallelogram,  open  at  its  north  end.  Third 

after 
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after  third  has  been  added  to  the  length  of  the  sides,  as  the  funds  of  the  institution  have 
been  able  to  afford  the  expense,  agreeably  to  the  will  of  the  founder ; and,  as  the  corpora- 
tion has  been  accumulating  property  for  some  years  past,  further  additions  may  still  be 
made  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  improved  plan  of  construction  will  be  adopted ; tor  • 

the  lower  wards,  or  floors,  of  the  present  hospital  are  very  little  better  than  vaults  or  cellare,  

except  perhaps  at  their  northern  ends,  where  the  air  and  light  have  rather  a more  free  EaimoaUons  taken  by 
admission  than  towards  their  centre  or  southern  extremities.  The  ceilings  are  groined  Sit  D. Barry,  m.d. 
arches ; the  floors  are  flagged.  The  cross  building  is  separated  only  by  a narrow  area 
from  the  walled  face  of  the  hill  in  front,  which  is  at  least  12  feet  higher  than  the  basement 
floors  or  wards.  The  length  and  the  height,  and  the  contiguity  of  the  two  parallel  build- 
ings obstruct  the  ventilation  and  the  sunning  of  the  inner  faces  of  both;  whilst  the  high 


Si  Patrick’s  or 
Svitfi’s  Hospital  for 
Lunatics. 


w&s  of  the  five  airing-yards,  one  side  of  each  of  which  is  formed  by  one  or  other  of  the 
parallel  houses,  obstruct  the  airing  and  sunning  of  a large  portion  of  the  outer  faces,  more 

particularly  as  regards  the  lower  wards.  ' xr  . 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  found  two  of  these  airing-yards  in  a very  filthy  state,  occu-  Airing  lards, 
pied  by  poultry,  which  had  soiled  the  benches  under  the  sheds,  and  the  seats  of  the  privies, 

extensively  as  to  render  them  absolutely  unfit  for  use.  The  fowls  appeared  to  be  perma- 
nently established  in  these  yards.  We  were  informed  by  the  master  that  they  were  the 
property  of  two  male  ward-keepers,  one  of  whom  is  also  rated  as  servant  to  a first-class 
boarder,  and  is  paid  separately  for  each  apppointment.  ••  „ . , n 

The  front  building  faces  the  south,  and  consists  of  six  rooms  on  each  of  its  three  floors.  Oc  cupation  of  Front 
Those  on  the  basement  floor  are  occupied  as— 1.  cook’s  room;  2.  beer  cellar;  3,  meat  store;  Building. 

4,  bath  room ; 5,  bath  boiler  room ; 6,  laundress’s  room.  _At  the  west  end  of  the  base-  • 
ment  story  is  the  house  kitchen,  with  the  clothing  and  bedding  store  above  it ; at  the  east 
end  the  laundry,  with  the  master’s  private  kitchen  above  it.  These  small  end  buildings  are 
uniform  when  seen  in  front,  and  are  one  story  lower  than  the  other  buildings. 

The  six  rooms  and  corridor  composing  the  middle  floor,  or  that  on  a level  with  the 
ground  in  front,  are  occupied  by  the  master,  and  by  the  matron,  his  wife.  One  is  used 
as  an  office  or  counting-house ; and  one  room  is  used,  on  board  days,  as  a board  room.  The 
upper  floor,  as  already  stated,  is  called  the  gallery,  and  is  divided  into  six  rooms  for 
the  hoarder  lunatics,  and  a corridor.  (See  Table  No.  1 .>  • /.  . • -i  • 

There  is  no  specific  plan  in  operation  for  the  ventilation,  nor  for  the  warming  of  the  corn-  Ventilation  and 
dors  or  cells,  though  such  mi^ht  be  easily  and  effectually  adopted.  There  are  no  tubes  to  Warming, 
convey  hot  water  or  steam  through  the  building ; nor  is  there  any  apparatus  in  use  for  the 
circulation  of  heated  air.  The  windows  of  the  rooms  and  cells  are  high  up  m the  walls, 
and  though  there  is  a small  radiated  opening  above  each  door,  yet  as  there  is  no  inlet  for 
fresh  air  at  a lower  level,  the  circulation  must  be  impeded  and  the  atmosphere  of  the  cells 
close  and  oppressive,  when  the  doors  are  shut  for  any  time,  as  at  night.  The  corridors,  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  learned  from  the  medical  gentlemen,  are  very  cold  in  the  winter. 

The  cleanliness  and  order,  more  especially  of  the  lower  female  ward,  were  not  in  the  Cleanliness, 
most  satisfactory  state  at  the  time  of  inspection.  The  inmates,  24  m number,  were  all  of  the 
class  of  pauper  or  free  patients,  and  all,  except  one  or  two,  seemed  to  be  cases  of  long 
standing,  and  to  have  assumed  the  chronic,  or  more  tranquil  form  of  lunacy.  This  and  the 
lower  male  ward  are  under  stone  arches,  and  at  least  12  feet  below  the  level  of  the  hall-dooi, 
or  ground  in  front  of  the  hospital.  White-washing'  appears  to  be  practised  but  very  seldom, 
and  that  excellent  rule  which  ought  to  be  enforced  in  all  public  institutions,  where  many 
persons  are  collected  together,  “ that  nothing  is  clean  which  can  he  made  cleaner;  seems  to  be 
altogether  lost  sight  of.  , ^ 

Each  patient  being  permitted  to  biing  Ins  or  her  own  bedding  into  the  hospital,  that  Bedding, 
article  is  of  too  motley  a description  to  be  spoken  of  as  a whole.  In  some  cells  the 
original  low,  bare,  short-posted  bedstead  with  strong  iron  staples  for  restraint,  of  the  early 
days  of  the  institution,  is  still  to  be  seen ; in  others,  the  more  modem  tent-roofed  or  four- 
posted  bedstead,  with  sufficiently  good  curtains. 

The  drainage  is  good,  and  the  general  repair  of  the  building  seems  to  be  excellent,  nor 
were  there  bad  smells  in  any  other  ward  than  that  just  mentioned,  neither  vvas  there  else- 
where such  strikimf  neglect  of  cleanliness  and  order,  although  the  disposition  of  the  cells  and 
corridors,  and  the  circumstance  of  the  patients  having  constaiit  access  to  both  these  classes 
of  apartments,  are  by  no  means  favourable  to  neatness  in  either.  The  total  absence  or 
all  employment,  and  of  the  means  of  exclusion  by  day  from  the  rooms  to  be  occupied  at 
night,  are  manifest  everyvyhere.  Oiil-buildings. 

The  out-buildings  consist  of: 

A coach-house.  , , . i j ..i 

A house  at  front  gate,  three  stories  high,  the  lower  occupied  as  a porter  s lodge,  the 
other  two  consisting  of  two  rooms,  each  occupied  by  lumber;  the  whole  called  an 
infirmary,  but  not  used  as  such. 

A piggery  for  six  or  eight  pigs,  now  containing  four. 

A straw  house,  mangle  room,  and  dust  deposit. 

Six  covered  sheds  for  the  lunatics. 

A porter’s  lodge  at  the  back,  or  garden  entrance. 

A stable, 'two  stalls. 

A stable,  four  stalls. 

A poultry-house. 

A narness-room. 

A ball  court,  detached  privies,  8cc. 

0.5.  3 H 2 
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Of  domestic  animals  there  were  a horse,  a mule,  four  pigs,  peacocks,  turkeys,  fowls 
ducks. 

The  gardens  belonging  to  the  hospital,  and  the  space  occupied  by  the  house,  the  out- 
buildings and  the  yards,  contain  about  five  or  five  and  a half  acres,  Irish.  Abundant  crops 
of  culinary  vegetables  (but  no  potatoes)  are  annually  raised  for  the  use  of  the  establishment 
and  for  sale.  Some  young  fruit  trees  are  also  cultivated  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds 
and  stones  found  in  a gravel  pit  on  the  premises  are  broken  by  hired  labourers  and  sold  to' 
the  paving  board.  But  as  the  Assistant  Commissioners  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  precision  the  expense  of  production  for  the  last  two  years,  they  must  refer  to  the 
accompanying  copy  of  the  accounts,  extracted  from  copies  of  the  general  accounts  of  income 
and  expenditure  furnished  to  the  office  of  the  Accountant-GeneraT  for  the  years  1830,  1831 
and  1832.  (See  Table,  No.  2). 

There  are  now  130  lunatics  and  idiots  in  the  house,  composed  of  boarders  of  all  classes, 
and  paupers,  or  free  patients.  (5’ee  Tables,  Nos.  3,  4.)  Only  two  of  the  whole  number  of 
inmates  are  under  medical  treatment,  and  these  are  not  dangerously  ill.  The  lodging, 
attendance  and  allowance  of  food  of  the  third  and  fourth  classes  of  boarders  and  of  the 
pauper  lunatics  are  precisely  the  same.  Since  the  establishment  of  district  pauper  lunatic 
asylums,  the  governors  of  this  hospital,  in  their  admission  of  patients,  are  stated  to  give  a 
preference  to  those  who  had  been  in  better  circumstances,  and  happened  to  become  dis- 
tressed, over  the  applicant  who  had  never  been  above  the  poorer  classes. 

The  denomination,  therefore,  of  " pauper  patient  ” has  been  changed,  and  that  of  “ free 
patient " substituted,  to  denote  a lunatic  kept  in  the  institution  free  of  expense.  Inmates, 
therefore,  of  the  labouring  classes  have  diminished  in  number.  Those  also  of  the  richer 
and  middle  classes  are  fewer  since  private  asylums  for  persons  of  the  latter  ranks  in  life  have 
become  more  abundant  and  more  carefully  and  efficiently  superintended.*  At  present  more 
than  one  half  of  the  inmates  denominated  in  this  hospital  free  patients  belong  to  the  labour- 
ing classes. 

These  are  lunatics  who  are  taken  into  this  hospital  upon  their  friends  agreeing  to  pay  for 
their  accommodation,  to  the  funds  of  the  institution,  1 05 1.  per  annum  if  of  the  first  class, 
63Z.  if  of  the  second  class,  31  105.  if  of  the  third  class,  and  any  stipulated  sum  if  of  the 

fourth  class.  {See  Table,  No.  4.) 

A first  class  boarder  is  supposed  to  have  a servant  to  attend  upon  him  or  her  only,  and 
an  apartment  consisting  of  a sitting-room  and  sleeping-room,  if  he  lives  in  a ward,  but  of 
one  apartment  only  if  he  lives  in  the  gallery.  The  servant  in  two  cases  at  present  is  also 
ward-keeper,  (*See  Table,  No.  5) ; that  is  to  say,  he  has  charge  of  all  the  patients  of  a whole 
ward  besides,  and  is  moreover  obliged  to  assist  in  the  general  work  of  the  house,  garden, 
grounds,  &c.  This  servant  ward-keeper  is  not  fed  by  the  institution,  and  is  therefore 
exposed  to  the  temptation  of  appropriating  a portion  of  the  daily  allowance  of  food,  which 
he  receives  'in  the  kitchen,  and  carries  to  his  lunatic  master  at  meal  times.  The  Assistant 
Commissioners  cannot  refrain  from  connecting  with  this  consideration  the  very  low  wages  of 
the  ward-keepers,  each  of  whom  is  obliged  to  maintain  a female  servant  at  his.  own  expense. 
As  to  the  apartment,  it  either  opens  into  the  corridor  common  to  all  the  patients  of  the 
ward,  or  consists  of  a room  in  the  gallery.  {See  Table,  No.  1 .)  In  the  case  of  one  first  class 
boarder  now  in  the  house,  the  whole  furniture  in  his  room  consists  of  a bed,  a small  table 
and  a night-stool ; but  he  merely  sleeps  there,  and  passes  the  day  with  his  servant  ward  • 
keeper,  who  lives  on  the  floor  below  him,  having  charge  also  of  the  middle  male  ward. 

Notwithstanding  this  inadequacy  of  the  accommodation  afforded  for  100  guineas  a year, 
there  is  one  advantage  in  living  as  boarder  in  this  hospital,  for  if  the  lunatic  become  a 
pauper,  or  his  friends  unable  to  pay  for  him,  he  is  seldom  turned  out,  but  merely  trans- 
ferred to  the  class  of  pauper  or  free  patients.f  Boarders  are  obliged  to  find  their  own  fur- 
niture, clothing  and  personal  comforts. 

The  accommodation  of  boarders  or  pay  patients  does  not  seem  to  have  been  contem- 
plated in  the  will  of  the  founder  of  this  hospital ; nor  can  the  master,  who  has  held  his  pre- 
sent situation  during  the  last  22  years,  inform  the  Assistant  Commissioners  at  what  period  the 
practice  began.J  It  is  pretty  certain,  however,  that  it  originated  in  a wish  on  the  pa.rt  of 
the  governors  to  extend  a portion  of  the  benefits  of  the  institution  to  the  upper  and  middle 
classes,  by  relieving  families  from  the  care  of  their  lunatic  relations,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  enable  the  hospital  to  be  more  extensively  useful  to  the  lower  classes  of  lunatics ; a 

wish 


* During  the  year  1815,  there  were  treated  in  St.  Patrick’s,  according  to  a list  then  drawn  up  by  • 
Surgeon  Cusack,  63  1st  and  2d  class  boarders.  _ 

On  the  5th  January  1 819  there  were  in  the  house,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained,  15  hrst  ana 

second  class  boarders.  There  are  at  present  7 boarders  of  the  first  and  20  of  the  second  class. 

t Although  there  is  a standing  regulation  that  persons  admitted  as  boarders  are  not  to  be  continued  as 
paupers  when  they  cease  to  pay.  , 

+ The  Assistant  Commissioners  have  discovered  since  writing  the  above,  that  boarders  are  mentione 
in  the  minutes  of  the  governors,  so  early  as  the  year  1758,  the  year  after  the  hospital  was  bunt,  when 
“ a room  was  ordered  to  be  furnished  lor  boarders  out  of  the  money  granted  by  Parliament.”  In  1 759) 

“ four  rooms  were  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  boarders.”  That  class  of  patients  appears  to  have  ^ 
very  important  financial  object  of  attention  to  the  'governors  for  many  years  after  the  opening  ot  e 
establishment.  Their  admission,  even  now,  is  not  noticed  in  the  minutes,  everything  that  concerns 
them,  being  e.xclusively  confided  to  the  master,  who  alone  admits  them,  as  slated  elsewhere. 
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wish  also  perhaps,  to  be  enabled  to  increase  the  number  and  the  emoluments  of  certain 
officers  and  attendants,  without  violating  the  terms  of  the  will,  which  directs,  that  salaries 
and  wa<^es  shall  never  exceed  one-fifth  of  the  whole  income  of  the  estate,  may  have  bad 
some  influence  in  ’the  adoption  of  that  practice.  The  highest  annual  pension  paid  by 
boarder  lunatics,  up  to  the  time  of  the  present  master’s  appointment,  was  63/. ; but  it  was 
shortly  after  raised  to  105 1.  per  annum  for  the  first  class,  and  63  1.  for  the  second  class,  as 
already  stated.  That  financial  measure,  suggested  by  the  master,  the  Assistant  Coinmissioners 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  contributed  largely  to  raise  the  funds  of  the  hospital  to  their 
nresent  flourishing  condition;  and  with  the  general  excellent  fiscal  management  of  the 
board,  long  and  steadily  persevered  in,  perhaps  to  save  the  establishment  from  the  necessity 
of  narrowing,  instead  of  extending,  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness. 

There  were  as  many  as  60  boarder-lunatics  in  this  establishment  “22  years  ago,  when 
some  of  them  were  lodged  in  the  lower  wards ; but  at  present  there  are  no  patients  of  that 
class  residing  in  the  basement  story.  ^ 1 • j i v 

There  is  no  record,  either  printed  or  written,  of  dietary  of  this  hospital,  indeed  it 
appears  to  be  purely  traditional.  The  matron’s  private  assistant,  and  the  master  of  the 
hospital,  state,  that  the  daily  diet  of  a boarder  of  the  xst  and  2d  classes  has  been  at  all 
times,  and  is  still,  as  follows  : — 

1st  and  2d  Class  Boakders. 

Brea/cfas?.— Bread  half  a pound,  butter  half  a pound  per  week,  tea,  with  'milk  and  sugar, 
one  pint,  (stirabout  and  milk  also,  if  wished  for  by  patients.) 

Dmner.— Mutton  one  and  a quarter  pounds,  (weighed  raw  with  bone,)  small  beer  one 
quart,  bread  half  a pound,  potatoes  two  or  three  in  number. 

Supper.- — Bread  half  a pound,  new  milk  one  imperial  quart  per  diem. 

3d  and  4th  Class  Boarders  and  Free  Patients  or  Paupers. 

Sreakfast  every  day  in  the  week. — Stirabout  one  imperial  pint,  new  milk  one  imperial 

^ Dinner  {previously  to  December  1 833*)  Sundays,  Tuesdays,  and  Thursdays.  Meat,  (beef), 
one  pound  weighed  raw  without  bone,  bread  six  ounces,  beer  one  pint. 

Supper  on  same  days. — Bread  six  ounces,  soup  one  pint,  (made  from  bones  purchased  at 
one  penny  per  poupd.)  . ^ j r ^ 

Dinner  oit  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays. — Calecannon  (ad  libitum),  made  ot  pota- 
toes, cabbage  and  other  garden-stuff,  with  pepper  and  some  butter,  bruised  into  a mass. 

On  Saturdays. — Bread  half  a pound,  milk  one  pint. 

Slipper  on  these  rfays.— Bread  six  ounces,  beer  one  pint. 

Daily  Diet  of  Richkond  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 


Day. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

New  milk. 

Stirabout- 

— 

Potatoes. 

Brown  bread. 

j Buttermilk. 

Pint. 

1 Quart. 

lbs. 

8 oz.  cuts. 

1 

1 Pint. 

1 

1 

1 quart  of  soup. 

3 

1 

1 

Tuesday  - 

1 

1 

1 lb.  of  beef.* 

2 

Wednesday  - - 

1 

1 

1 quart  of  soup. 

3 

'lliursday  - 
Friday 

1 

1 

1 lb.  of  beef. 

1 pint  of  new  milk. 

3 

1 

1 

Saturday  - 
Sunday 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 ditto, 
f lb.  of  beef. 

3 

•2 

^ ! 

1 

This  diet  is  altered  as  the  medical  officers  may  thbk  necessary. 

Since  December  1833,  one  ponnd  of  beef  for  dinner,  (said  to  be  of  better  joints  of  that 
meat  than  before,  and  at  Ad.  per  pound  instead  of  3S  d.  per  pound,  as  previously  charged), 
has  been  allowed  to  each  pauper  patient,  and  to  each  third  and  fourth  class  boarder,  on 
three  additional  days  in  the  week,  in  lieu  of  the  calecannon,  which,  up  to  that  penod,  they 
had  on  these  days  for  dinner,  as  already  stated.  Since  August  1834  sepen  days  meat  are 
allowed.  No  alteration,  however,  has  been  made  in  the  diet  of  the  1st  and  2d  class 
boarders,  except  what  may  have  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  joint  representation  ot 
the  medical  officers  of  the  establishment,  who  recommended,  (at  the  same  time  that  they 
urged  the  above  change  in  the  food  of  the  3d  and  4th  class  boarders  and  pauper  patients), 
that  prime  pieces  or  joints  only,  of  mutton  and  beef  should  be  served  to  the  t®  ® 

boarders : having  observed,  as  they  state  in  the  presence  of  the  master,  that  pieces  or 
joints  of  an  viferior  hind  were  sometimes  served  to  these  persons,  whose  payments  to  the 
institution  entitle  them  to  expect  the  better  parts  of  the  animal.  . , . • tl 

. The  Assistant  Commissioners  saw  dinner  served  to  some  pauper  patients  twice,  i he 
allowance  seemed  ample,  and  the  beef  and  potatoes  of  good  quality.  The  Assistant  Com- 
' missioners  also  saw  dinner  going  up  to  a 1st  class  boarder;  there  were  greens,  mutton, 
~ potatoes 


* The  beef  is  always  received  without  any  bone,  being  previously  boned  by  the  butcher. 
0.5.  3^3 
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potatoes  and  bread,  all  of  excellent  quality,  and  certainly  in  sufficient  quantity  for 
person.  ^ 

When  the  increased  meat  diet,  and  of  meat  of  higher  price  (which  still  continues)  wad 
adopted  for  free  patients,  and  lower  boarders  in  1833,  diarrhoea  and  cholera  are  stated  bv 
the  medical  gentlemen  to  have  prevailed  amongst  the  lunatics.  The  master  states 
that  calecaiinon  is  again  ordered  to  be  given  for  dinner  on  Saturdays  to  the 
patients. 

It  would  appear  that  the  master  possesses  the  power  of  admitting  pay  patients  without 
reference  to  the  board,  if  there  be  a vacancy  in  what  he  calls  the  pay  wards,  upon  a certi- 
ficate from  a member  of  the  college  of  physicians  or  surgeons ; certain  it  is,  that  the  ad' 
mission  of  pay  patients  is  not  noticed  in  the  minute-book  of  the  board,  whilst  that  of 
pauper  patients  is,  who  can  only  be  admitted  through  the  board  of  governors  upon  a certi- 
ficate of  disease  and  poverty,  and  after  their  friends  have  given  certain  guarantees  to 
remove  the  patient  when  reported  convalescent.  The  master  states,  that  there  are  four 
pauper  wards  containing  79  patients,  and  two  pay  wards  capable  of  containing  48  patients 
but  not  full ; but  the  gallery  is  also  devoted  to  boarders,  and  is  capable  of  containing  six! 
He  further  states,  that  the  vacancies  in  the  pay  wards  cannot  be  converted  into  accom- 
modation for  paupers,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  building  ; but  this  is  difficult  to  understand. 

The  middle  male  and  female  wards  and  the  gallery  are  kept  sacred  for  1st  and  2d  class 
boarders ; nor  are  pauper  patients  ever  admitted  into  these  wards,  whatever  vacancies  they 
may  present  ^ they  are  called  pay  wards.  • ^ 

In  each  of  the  four  pauper  wards  the  two  best  rooms  would  be  given  to  boarders,  if  there 
were  applicants  of  that  class  in  sufficient  number  to  require  them. 

All  pay  patients  who  are  not  of  the  1st  or  2d  class  boarders,  and  who,  therefore,  do  not 
pay  the  physician  or  surgeon,  are  placed  in  the  pauper  wards,  and  classed  and  fed  as 
paupers. 

Competition  for  furnishing  provisions  to  this  hospital,  whether  as  to  price  or  quality 
does  not  seem  to  be  sufficiently  encouraged,  if  indeed  it  be  even  wished.  ‘ 

There  is  no  written  contract  for  bread,  nor  has  any  existed  within  the  master’s  memory 
for  the  22  years  that  he  has  acted  as  such.  ^ 


Meat. 


Milk. 


Potatoes. 


Oatmeal. 


There  is  no  contract  for  potatoes,  nor  is  the  master  aware  of  any  having  existed. 

There  is  no  written  contract  for  flesh-meat  produced,  except  oue  offered  by  a butcher,  in 
November  1833,  to  supply  for  one  year  from  that  date,  as  he  had  done  for  the  id  or’12 
previous  years,  boarders’  meat,  mutton,  at  5^  d.  per  lb.,  as  it  comes  usually  from  the  butcher 
with  bone;  and  beef,  for  the  pauper  patients,  at  sJi.  per  lb.,  without  bone,  bones  for  soup 
being  engaged  to  be  taken  at  1 d.  per  lb.,  yet  the  same  butcher’s  last  bill  for  meat 
(January  1835),  is,  for  mutton  5jd.  per  lb.,  and  for  beef  4 per  lb. 

In  explanation  of  the  fact  of  a higher  price  being  charged  for  pauper’s  beef  than  the 
butcher  had  proposed  to  supply  it  at  in  his  tender  of  contract  for  1834;  and  of  there 
bmng  no  written  contract  recorded,  nor  minute  of  the  board  authorizing  the  increase  of 
h d.  per  lb.  on  the  beef,  the  master  states,  that  the  alteration  of  the  dietary  mentioned 
in  the  minutes  of  2d  December  1833,  and  already  alluded  to  in  this  report,  under  the 
head  of  Diet,  contemplates  “ a superior  quality  of  beef  and  nothing  else,”  though  not  so 
stated  in  the  minutes.*  There  is,  however,  no  record  of  a contract  for  flesh-meat  for  the 
year  1834  or  1835,  either  at  the  old  or  at  the  increased  price. 

There  has  been  no  fresh  contract  for  milk  since  1830,  when  it  cost,  and  still  costs,  6ld. 
per  imperial  gallon  for  new  milk,  which  has  been  supplied  by  the  same  person  for  10  or  la 
years. 

There  is  no  contract  'for  potatoes,  nor  is  the  manager  aware  of  any  having  existed. 
These  have  been  supplied,  and  are  still  supplied,  of  the  best  quality  of  cups,  at  the  market 
price  of  the  day.  Last  price,  gth  February,  2 s.  5 d,  per  cwt. 

There  is  no  contract  for  oatmeal,  which  continues  to  be  supplied  of  the  best  quality,  at  the 
current  price.  Last  price,  (13th  January  1835,)  12L  per  ton. 

The  Assistant  Comrnissioners  cannot  doubt  that  the  managing  committee  of  the  go- 
vernors of  this  institution,  and  the  master  of  the  hospital,  adopt  their  present  mode  of  pur- 
chasing provisions  for  the  lunatics,  purely  because  they  conceive  that  they  are  most  likely 
to  obtain  by  that  mode  the  best  articles,  and  those  of  the  fairest  weight  and  measure.  But 
in  order  to  show  the  advantage  of  encouraging  competition  amongst  provision-sellers  by 
public  and  impartial  contracts,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  give  in  the  comparative  table. 
No.  8., the  prices  of  the  principal  articles  of  provisions,  as  supplied  to  St.  Patrick’s  Hos- 
pital and  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  respectively,  both  in  this  city.  The  prices  at 
the  latter  institution  were  ascertained  this  day,  4th  March  ; those  at  the  former  yesterday. 

With  the  view  also  of  showing  the  great  utility  of  establishing  a system  of  public 
responsibility  and  official  surveillance,  more  especially  in  the  institutions  founded  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  give  the  comparative  table.  No.  g,  show-  , 
mg  the  average  annual  income  and  expenditure  of  both  establishments  for  the  last  three 

years, 


* The  words  of  the  minute  relating  to  the  change  of  dietary  are  the  following  ; 

' r ^®33* — A change  of  the  dietary  having  been  suggested  by  the  medical  gentlemen, 

and  mat  of  Simpson’s  Hospital  proposed  for  experiment  for  one  month. 

Ordered,  That  the  master  obtain  the  particulars.  Contract  for  meat  deferi'cd  until  the  master  report.’’ 
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years,  the  number  of  lunatics  treated  in  each  during  that  time,  with  some  of  the  results 
of  their  respective  plans  of  management.' 

From  these  two  tables  it  would  appear  that  the  excess  of  the  prices  actually  charged  at 
St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  for  certain  articles  of  provision  of  daily  consumption  for  the  lunatics, 
over  the  prices  charged  at  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  for  similar  articles  for  the  daily 
consumption  of  patients  similarly  affected,  is  as  follows  : 


Excess  in  the  price  of—  £.  $.  d. 

*Beef  without  bone,  at  the  respective  prices  of  the  two  institu- 
tions, in  120  pounds  weight  - - - - - ““15  6 

Milk,  per  imperial  gallon  - - - - - - 

Bread  in  100  Z.  value,  assize  price  - - - - -11-- 

Or  in  bread  value  g?.  - - - - - - 

Potatoes  per  cwt.  - - - - - - - - - 3 

Soap,  per  cwt.  - - - - - - - - - 4 - 

Candles,  dipped,  per  dozen  pounds  -----  -6 

„ mould  „ — - 6 

Straw,  per  cwt.  -------  - - 2 

Beer,  small,  per  barrel  -------  25^ 


Although  proper  manual  occupation  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  very  soul  of  a well- 
regulated  lunatic  asylum,  so  far  as  regards  the  restoration  of  the  mental  faculties  of  the 
inmates  to  a healthy  state,  yet  there  is  here  absolutely  no  employment  of  anj’’  kind  for  either 
sex,  except  the  occasional  occupation  of  a few  of  the  male  liinatics  in  the  garden.  By 
far  the  greater  number  of  female  lunatics  are  altoays  capable,  if  kindly  attended  to,  of  being 
made  to  do  some  sort  of  work.  All  who  are  not  paralyzed  or  sunk  into  total  idiotcy  can 
spin,  or  knit,  or  sew,  or  plat  straw,  or  make  lace.  Indeed,  in  all  the  Imaatic  asylums 
■we  have  lately  seen,  except  this  alone,  the  women,  particularly  have  been  most  busily  and 
profitably  employed.  Here  they  are  absolutely  unemployed,  excepting  a very  few  engaged 
m tbe  laundry  or  the  kitchen.  This  is  a defect  which,  for  the  credit  of  humanity  and  of  the 
institution,  ought  to  be  corrected.  In  this  depai'tment  of  lunatic  establishments  much 
depends  upon  the  activity  and  intelligence  of  the  matron. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  have  had  no  precise  statement  of  the  cost  of  an  outfit  for 
one  individual  of  either  sex,  nor  of  the  average  annual  expense  of  clothing  one  lunatic 
in  this  hospital,  laid  before  them ; nor  do  they  think  that  such  an  estimate  could  be 
accurately  made  out  where  the  inmates  are  supplied  so  partially  and  from  so  many  sources 
as  they  are  here.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  very  remarkable,  that  the  lunatics  of 
the  Richmond  Asylum  manufacture  articles  of  clothing  to  a considerable  amount  for  those 
of  St.  Patrick’s,  (see  Document  No.  10,)  who  are  not  taught  to  manufacture  any  for  them- 
selves. For  the  annual  expense  of  the  clothing  of  the  lunatics  at  the  Richmond  Asylum — 
see  Table  No.  8. 

This  institution  is  attended  by  a physician  and  a surgeon.  One  or  other  of  these 
gentlemen  visits  the  house  every  day,  but  neither  has  a fixed  salary,  nor  indeed  any 
remuneration  under  the  title  of  salary.  The  physician  receives  il.  is.  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter,  except  the  first,  for  every  boarder  of  the  first  and  second  class,  and  2^.35.,  no 
longer  given  on  certificate  of  lunacy  as  heretofore,  but,  since  1825,  as  an  admission-fee  for 
each  patient  of  these  classes.f 

The  surgeon  receives  10s.  6d.  per  quarter  for  each  boarder  as  above,  but  is  not  called 
upon  to  give  certificates.  Neither  of  these  officers  is  consulted  as  to  the  admission  of 
patients ; that  privilege  rests  solely  with  the  master  as  to  boarders,  and  as  to  paupers  with 
the  board  of  governors,  who  determine  with  the  master  after  consideration,  of  the  memorial 
presented  by  the  friends  of  the  applicant. 

There  is  no  such  officer  attached  to  this  hospital,  the  prescriptions  of  the  medical  gentle- 
men being  sent  to  be  compounded  at  the  shop  of  an  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
has  been  employed  for  many  years. 

A few  remedies  made  up  into  doses,  known  by  the  designation  of  house-pills,  powders, 
topical  applications,  aperients,  sudorifics,  &c.,  are  always  kept  in  the  house.  In  ordinary 
cases  these  are  verbally  ordered  to  be  given  by  either  of  the  medical  officers,  as  may  be 
required.  But  in  more  serious  cases  prescriptions  are  entered  in  a book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  book  is  sent  to  the  apothecary  to  have  them  compounded.  As  the  particular 
complaint,  however,  under  which  the  patient  labours  is  not  specified  in  this  book,  and  as 
there  is  no  other  medical  register,  there  is,  strictly  speaking,  no  record  of  disease  kept  in  tills 
icstitution. 

The  medical  officers  are  seldom  called  to  •visit  a patient  unless  for  such  indisposition  as 
would  require  medical  advice,  even  if  the  patient  were  in  a sound  state  of  mind.  At  present 
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* Ibe  allowance  of  one-sixth  of  bone  taken  at  the  Richmond  for  soup,  is  valued  at  id.  per  pound,  and 
therefore  convertible  into  beef  at  the  expense  of  i\d.  per  pound. 

N . B. — No  addition  is  made  to  the  price  of  the  St.  Patrick’s  beef,  although  it  is  allowed  to  contain  tbe 
round  bones. 

t In  1775,  Dr.  Emmet,  then  state  physician,  and  ex-officio  governor  of  the  charity,  was  elected 
physician  to  the  establishment ; a'nd  it  was  ordered  at  the  same  time  in  full  meeting  of  the  governors, 
that  he  should  be  allowed  itoo  gximeas  per  quarter,  or  8 /.  8 s.  per  annum  for  each  boarder,  for  his  medical 
services,  a condition  being  added,  “ that  he  should  draw  up  a yearly  report  of  the  state  of  the 
hospital.” 
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there  are  but  two  lunatics  under  treatment  purely  medical,  one  for  opthalmia  and  one  for  a 
feverish  attack.  As  the  inmates  are  all  considered  incurable,  with  the  exception  oijive,  who 
afford  some  hope  of  ultimate  recovery,  little  or  no  medical  administration  is  attempted  with 
the  view  of  restoring  the  mental  functions  to  a healthy  state.  The  treatment  adopted  is  ex- 
clusively moral,  if  that  word  can  be  properly  applied  to  lax  discipline,  confinement  within  a 
certain  space,  and  the  total  absence  of  all  occupation  for  either  sex,  which  might  tend  to  recall 
to  something  like  arrangement  and  activity  the  wandering  unemployed  faculties  of  the 
miserable  moping  lunatic.  The  distinguished  medical  officers  at  present  attached  to 
this  hospital  are  in  no  wise  connected  with  the  internal  discipline  of  the  house,  and  will  not 
therefore,  the  Assistant  Commissioners  trust,  conceive  that  the  most  remote  shadow  of  blame 
is  imputed  to  them  in  what  is  here  stated. 

There  is  a total  deficiency  of  statistic  records  in  this  establishment,  as  must,  almost 
inevitably,  be  the  case  where  no  report  is  ever  made  nor  required,  no  system  of  check 
established  except  as  regards  mere  money  matters.  The  only  written  notice  of  boarder 
lunatics’  names  occurs  in  reference  to  the  quarterly,  half-yearly  or  annual  payments  of  their 
pensions,  and  in  a collection  of  certificates  of  lunacy  signed  by  the  physician  on  admission, 
from  1799  to  1825,  but  discontinued  since  that  period.  The  names  of  the  pauper  patients 
are  only  to  be  found  scattered  through  the  minutes  of  the  board,  as  admitted  by  the  sanction 
of  an  ordinary  meeting.  From  such  documents  it  is  impossible  to  deduce  any  satisfactory 
inferences  even  as  to  the  economy  of  insane  establishments. 

The  basis  of  all  correct  knowledge  as  to  the  internal  movement  of  an  hospital,  is  a tabular 
registry  of  the  doss  of  diet  issued  each  day  to  each  individual  in  the  establishment,  agreeably 
to  & fixed  dietary.  This  table,  if  carefully  kept  and  filled  daily,  will  show  for  any  given 
time  the  number  of  patients  present,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  month  or  year,  the  number  of 
days’  support  given,  the  quantity  and  kind  of  food  consumed,  and,  therefore,  the  exact 
expense  incurred  for  feeding  one  patient  per  diem  or  per  annum.  It  will  also  check  the  lists 
of  admissions,  discharges,  deaths,  the  disbursements  for  provisions,  the  nominal  lists,  the 
occupation  of  wards,  &c.  It  will  correct  or  affirm  alleged  facts,  whether  of  a statistic  or 
economical  nature.  But  where  there  is  no  written  record,  even  of  the  dietary,  everything 
coming  under  the  present  heads  must  be  vague  and  indeterminate. 

A list  of  the  names  of  persons  admitted,  discharged,  cured,  dead,  with  a few  of  the  more 
important  data  connected  with  their  admission,  must  have  been  at  all  times  of  such  obvious 
necessity  in  a lunatic  asylum,  that  the  absence  of  such  a registryin  the  oldest  establishment 
of  that  kind  in  Ireland  excites  astonishment. 

There  are  16  servants  paid  by  the  institution,  who  may  be  classed  as  follows,  viz., 


Personal  attendants  to  the  lunatics  composed  of 
Ward-keepers,  male 
Ditto  - female  - 
Servants  to  boarders,  male 
Ditto  ditto  female  - 

Personal  attendants,  total  - - - - - - 11 

House  servants  composed  of 

Laundress  _-_i 

Cook  - - - 

Porters  - --  --  --  - --2 

Barber  - --  --  --  --  --  i 

Total,  servants  paid  by  the  institution  _ _ _ _ - 16 


There  are,  besides  the  above,  two  male  servants  to  sixty-guinea  boarders,  who  are  paid  and 
fed  by  the  friends  of  their  lunatic  masters. 

The  ward-keepers  have  each  one  female  servant  paid  and  fed  by  themselves;  but  these 
six  domestics  having  to  attend  to  their  respective  employers’  menage,  and  to  prepare  the 
food  of  the  little  family,  cannot  be  reckoned  amongst  the  personal  servants  of  the  lunatics. 

Now  as  two  of  the  ward-keepers  and  five  of  the  nine  remaining  paid  servants  are  returned 
as  servants  to  boarders;  (see  Table,  No.  5.)  it  follows  that  four  persons  only,  viz.,  one 
male  and  three  females  constitute  the  whole  of  the  servants  paid  by  the  institution  as  per- 
sonal attendants  upon  121*  lunatics,  84  of  whom  consist  of  pauper,  or  free  patients,  and  37 
of  second,  third  and  fourth  class  boarders.  Even  allowing  the  two  ward-keepers  (returned 
as  boarders’  servants  also)  to  count  as  common  personal  attendants,  the  proportion  of  ser- 
vants to  lunatic  patients,  xeitkin  their  wards,  would  be  one  to  20 ; but  by  excluding  the  two 
ward-keepers,  the  proportion  of  servants  to  patients  would  be  one  servant  to  30  patients, 
relatively  to  personal  superintendence. 

It  is  important  to  remark  that  none  of  the  servants  are  either  fed,  clothed,  or  washed  for 
in  this  establishment,  although  they  are  all  lodged  in  the  house,  excepting  the  barber. 
This  plan  we  conceive  to  be  mistaken  economy;  for,  independently  of  the  temptation  to 
which  the  servants  are  thus  exposed,  as  already  stated,  much  of  tfieir  time  must  be  occu- 
pied in  providing  their  own  meals. 

The  ward-keepers  are  paid,  as  such,  26L  5s.  per  annum  each ; but  when  they  have  boarders 
under  their  charge  they  are  paid  2 W.  each,  in  addition;  making  the  yearly  wages  of  a 

ward-keeper, 


* Two  sixty  guinea  boarders  are  attended  by  their  own  private  servants,  and  are  therefore  left  out  of 
this  calculation. 
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ward-keeper,  who  is  also  rated  as  a boarder’s  servant,  47?.  5s.  Both  sums  are  paid  by  the 
institution.  The  pure  boarders’  servant’s  yearly  wages  are  21 1.,  without  food,  clothing  or 

^^The  wiiole  amount  of  the  yearly  (board)  wages  of  the  personal  attendants  of  the  lunatics 
of  all  classes  paid  by  the  institution  is  304(.  10s.,  105/.  only  of  which  are  paid  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  four  persons  who  are  not  attached  to  boarders  : that  is  to  say,  two-thirds  of 
the  expense  of  personal  attendance  upon  128  lunatics  are  devoted  to  one-eighteenth  of  the 
whole  number,  whilst  only  one-third  of  the  expense  is  devoted  to  the  other  seventeen- 
eighteenths.  The  two  sixty-guinea  boarders,  who  are  attended  by  their  private  servants, 
are  not  taken  into  this  account. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  were  informed  by  the  master,  that  all  the  personal  servants  are 
obliged  to  assist  in  cultivating  the  garden,  and  in  such  other  domestic  occupations  as  may 
occur,  suited  to  their  different  capacities.  That  arrangement  must  diminish  considerably 
the  amount  of  superintendence  of  the  patients ; but  although  the  personal  attendants  were 
three  times  their  present  number,  they  could  not  watch  their  charge  with  due  effect,  whilst 
the  lunatics  are  permitted  to  ramble  through  corridors  360  feet  in  length,  and  to  lounge 
into  their  cells  or  dormitories,  with  little  or  no  restraint,  when  they  are  not  out  of  doors. 
In  fine,  we  are  convinced  that  the  present  system  of  personal  superintendence  of  the  insane 
at  Swift’s  Hospital  is  utterly  inadequate  to  maintain  that  degree  of  physical  and  moral 
discipline  most  likely  to  promote  either  their  immediate  well-being  or  their  prospective 
recovery. 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  are  enabled  to  give  only  the  gross  items  of  income  and 
expenditure,  for  the  year  ended  on  5th  January  1831,  as  furnished  to  the  Accountant- 
General’s  office,  and  for  all  information  upon  these  heads  for  the  years  ended  in  January 
1834  and  1835,  they  refer  to  Table,  No.  9. 

The  sources  of  income  of  this  charity,  are,  at  present,  and  have  been  for  many  years  past, 
the  three  following,  viz., 

1 . Property  in  lands  and  houses. 

2.  Property  in  the  funds. 

3.  Sums  annually  received  for  the  care  of  lunatics  taken  into  the  charity  as  pay 

patients,  or  boarders. 

The  first  description  of  property  is  managed  by  two  land-agents.  The  nett  sums  received 
from  both  those  gentlemen  in  1832  was  *,327/.  15s.  Qd. 

The  funded  property  is  managed  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  the  treasurer  of  the  corporation, 
and  produced  in  1834,  568  Z.  3 s.  6cZ.* 

The  pensions  paid  by  the  boarders  have  been  received,  and  accounted  for  to  the  board, 
by  the  master,  for  the  last  22  years.  The  average  annual  amount  of  that  income  jfor  the 
last  three  years,  has  been  3,276/.  4s.  6d.  There  are  some  debentures  which  produce  about 
10/.  perannum. 

The  actual  amount  of  the  present  income  of  the  charity  (as  far  as  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners have  been  able  to  ascertain  by  an  examination  of  detached  documents  of  the 
latest  date  to  which  they  have  had  access)  is  as  follows,  viz. 


From  land  and  houses  in  i833t  . - - . 

- funded  property  in  1834  - - - - . 

- income  from  boarders,  average  for  last  three  years 

- debentures  ------- 

- garden  produce  uncertain,  say  - . - . 


f.  s. 

2,327  15 

568  3 
3276  4 
9 13 

50  - - 


£6,231  17  4i 


6i 


The  Lord  Primate  had,  for  several  years,  given  92  /.  6s.  ‘id.  per  annum  to  the  funds  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Hospital,  from  Archbishop  Sterne’s  charity,  but  has  withdrawn  that  annuity 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years.  • 

Payments  of  every  description,  connected  with  the  affairs  of  this  institution,  are  made 
by  the  master  alone,  who  produces  receipts  for  the  same,  on  the  audit  days  of  the 
board,  when  he  has  his  accounts  passed.  All  moneys  received  by  him  are  paid  into  the 
bank,  and  entered  in  a pass  book,  which  is  also  produced  to  the  board;  and  all  drafts  by 
the  board  upon  the  bank  are  drawn  in  his  favour.  This  arrangement  simplifies  the  trans- 
action, and  diminishes  the  labour' of  the  board. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  minute-book,  the  meetings  of  the  governors  seem  to  have  been 
generally  attended  for  some  time  back  by  the  same  individuals,  whose  names  are  for  the 
most  part  to  be  found  rather  amongst  the  elected  than  amongst  the  charter  members  of  the 
corporation.  But  the  fact  of  the  former  being  chosen  from  those  who  generally  reside  in  or 
near  Dublin,  and  may  have  no  official  employment,  sufficiently  accounts  for  this. 

There  are,  we  believe,  no  written  rules  nor  bye-laws  upon  the  subject  of  meetings,  nor 
have  the  Assistant  Commissioners  seen  any  other  code  of  laws  connected  with  this  charity 
than  the  printed  copy  of  the  charter. 

Changes  which  may  occur  in  the  medical,  and  which  must  take  place  in  the  ecclesiastical 

ranks. 


* In  the  present  year  (1835)  this  will  amount  to  585/.  11  s.  on  the  present  investment, 
t In  addition  to  this  sum,  there  are  occasional  receipts  from  renewal  fines ; the  last  (officially  notified 
•in  1831)  amounted  to  165  1.  is.  i d. 

0.5.  3 I 
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ranks,  conferring  charter  governorships  upon  the  holders  of  these  ranks,  may,  cause  a dimi- 
nution in  the  number  of  the  corporation  unfavourable  to  the  interests  of  the  charity. 

After  a careful  investigation  of  the  actual  state  and  general  managment  of  this  hospital 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  feel  bound  to  conclude  that  it  affords  a striking  example  of  the 
want  of  energy  and  gradual  crippling  of  utility,  which  are  but  too  apt  to  creep  into  the 
details  of  public  charitable  institutions,  even  where,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  general 
financial  administration  appears  to  be  prudently  and  concientiously  conducted,  but  where 
there  is  no  public  responsibility,  no  official  control,  no  inquiry  into  the  minor  arrangements 
more  immediately  connected  with  the  objects  of  the  charity. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  founder  of  this  asylum  never  contemplated  its  beiuo- 
converterl  into  a ^naison  de  sante  for  lunatics  of  the  better  classes,  to  the  exclusion  of  those 
less  able  to  provide  private  accommodation.  If  he  had  intended  that  such  proceeding 
should  be  adopted,  he  would  probably  have  recommended  that  for  boarders  paying  from 
63^.  to  105/.  per  annum,  besides  providing  their  own  bedding, furniture,  clothing  and  other 
personal  comforts,  a system  of  social  treatment  should  be  observed  towards  such  persons 
far  superior  to  that  at  present  in  use  in  this  hospital.  Some  of  the  more  ordinary  elegancies 
• of  that  sphere  of  life,  in  which  these  persons  had  been  accustomed  to  move,  might  surely  be 
provided,  and  with  much  advantage  to  the  moral  curative  treatment  of  these  patients. 
A drawing-room,  a few  books,  drawings  and  drawing  materials,  musical  instruments,* 
innocent  games  of  skill,  ornamental  needle  work,  billiards,  and  a regulated  occasional  inter- 
course with  each  other,  and  with  sane  persons,  as  at  Charenton,  under  that  restraint  which 
the  etiquette  of  formal  society  imposes,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  intelligent,  pro- 
fessional attendants  might  be  afforded,  where  persons  accustomed  to  these  refinements  are 
entertained,  and  a large  income  derived  from  their  pensions.  But  no  such  moral  curative 
means  appear  to  be  thought  of  here.  The  furniture  of  a first  class  boarder’s  room  has  been 
already  described,  whilst  in  every  case  but  that  of  two  persons  living  in  the  gallery,  their 
apartments  open  into  the  corridor,  common  to  all  the  patients. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  and  accommodation  of  the  pauper  class  of  patients,  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  have  it  understood,  that  they  do  not  select  the 
Richmond  Asylum  as  an  object  of  direct  comparison  with  Swift’s  Hospital,  because  they 
consider  the  former  to  have  attained  the  highest  point  of  economy  desirable  in  the  accom- 
modation of  pauper  lunatics,  (for  such  is  not  their  opinion),  but  merely  because  both  insti- 
tutions are  situated  in  the  same  city ; and  because,  although  many  of  the  circumstances  of 
both  are  analogous,  yet  their  respective  plans  of  management  are  strikingly  different. 

Looking,  then,  at  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  as  an  establishment  in  which  315  adults 
of  both  sexes,  viz.,  271  lunatics,  and  44  servants  have  been  boarded,  lodged,  clothed  and 
washed  for, -every  day  during  the  year  1834,  expense,  for  the  whole,  of  4,666/.  14  s.  lod., 
including  every  charge.f  the  Assistant  Commissioners  find  the  actual  cost  of  each  of  these 
individuals  to  have  been  14/.  l6s.  3 Jd. 

The  above  charge  includes  the  salaries  of  the  officers  who  keep  the  whole  establishment 
and  its  accounts  in  order  ; of  the  physician,  surgeon  and  apothecary,  who  takd  care  of  the 
health  of  the  inmates;  of  the  two  chaplains  who  afford  them  religious  instruction;J  besides 
the  wages  of  44  servants,  37  of  whom,  or  one  to  seven  and  a half,  lunatics,  are  in  constant 
attendance  upon  the  in.sane,  and  perform,  or  direct,  all  the  menial  duties  necessary  for  the 
well-being  and  health'of  themselves  and  the  other  inmates. 

If  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  be  viewed  in  the  same  light,  we  find  that  (here,  only  130  lunatics 
of  both  sexes  have  been  boarded,  lodged,  washed  for, 'but  only  partially  supplied  with  bedding 
and  clothes  during  that  year;  and  that  i6  servants  have  been  kept  on  board  wages,  but  not 
clothed  nor  washed  for,  at  an  expense,  for  the  whole,  of  4,195/.  is.  6d.,  excluding  every 
charge  not  strictly  referable  to  the  patients ; and  that  the  actual  cost  of  each  of  these  146 
individuals  for  the  year  had  been  28/.  14s.  8c/. 

But  there  is  no  chaplain  to  afford  the  patients  religious  instruction  ; no  apothecary ; and 
four  servants  only  are  paid  to  perform  or  direct  all  the  menial  offices  necessary  for  121 
lunatics,  and  to  be  their  exclusive  personal  attendants.  In  fact  there  is  but  one'  superin- 
tendent to  every  30  lunatics.  Yet  we  find  this  very  partial  support,  and  very  inefficient 
management,  of  130  lunatics  during  the  year,  to  have  cost  nearly  as  much  in  one  of  the 
establishments  as  the  full  accommodation  and  most  efficient  management  of  271  insane 
patients  have  coat  in  the  other,  and,  estimated  per  head,  nearly  twice  as  much  ; the  expense 
per  patient  in  St.  Patrick’s  for  the  year  being  32Z.  5s.  4!^,,  in  the  Richmond  Asylum 
17/.  2s.  6 c/.,  or  very  little  more  than  one-half. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  urged  tliat  at  St.  Patrick’s  meat  was  given  to  all  the  patients  on  six 
days  in  the  week,  from  December  1833,  and  on  seven  days  in  the  week  ever  since  August 

1834. 


* The  Assistant  Commissioners  are  aware  that  the  private,  and  domestic  apartment  of  the  master 
contains,  amongst  other  articles  belonging  to  himself,  a piano-forte,  to  which  he  has  occasionally  and 
kindly  given  access  to  some  of  the  boarders;  but  this  is  far  from  affording  that  perfect  facility  oi  agreeable 
and  interesting  occupation,  the  frequent  recurrence  to  which  might  gradually  introduce  such  a kabit  ot 
application  as  may  often  be  said,  in  some  degree,  to  “ do  the  work  of  reason,"  and  conduce  to  that 
satisfaction  of  feeling,  which  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  propitious  to  mental  tranquillity, 
f 700 1.  are  charged  for  building  sheds  in  the  airing  yards  during  the  last  three  years. 

I The  moral  manager  of  the  Richmond  Asylum,  states  it,  as  the  result  of  his  observation,  that  tue 
lunatics- under  his  care,  as  soon  as  convalescence  begins,  derive  considerable  benefit  from  the  spiritual 
consolations  of  their  clergyman,  carefully  administered. 
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1834?  therefore,  that  we  have  selected  a year  of  the  highest  expense  to  contrast  with 
one  of  ordinary  expense  at  the  Richmond.  But  if  the  year  between  the  5th  of  January 
1832  and  the  5th  of  January  1833  be  taken,  during  which,  at  St.  Patrick’s,  meat  (coarse 
pieces  of  beef,  as  already  allowed  by  the  master,)  was  given  to  the  pauper-lunatics  only 
%ree  times  a week,  and  mutton,  not  the  prime  pieces,  to  the  boarders,  as  stated  before, 
the  comparison  will  still  show  a very  remarkable  difference  of  expense,  although  the  dietaries 
of  the  two  establishments  approach  so  much  more  nearly  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  food 
allowed  by  each  respectively. 

In  that  year  the  number  of  days’  support  given  at  St.  Patrick’s  to  boarders,  was  12,179  ; 
to  pauper  patients  37,676=49,855,  making  the  average  number  of  patients  each  day  in  the 
year  136.  The  charge  for  every  thing  strictly  referable  to  patients,  made  out  by  the  clerk 
of  the  establishment,  is  3,957?.  3 s.  Qd.  The  cost  of  each  patient,  therefore,  was 
29  /.  1 5. 1 1 i in  that  year. 

But  notwithstanding  these  very  striking  differences  as  to  economy  between  the  two 
institutions,  and  notwithstanding  the  proportional  excess  of  expense  incurred  at  St.  Patrick’s 
over  that  incurred  at  the  Richmond  Asylum,  the  results,  whether  in  a mental  or  physical 
sanatory  point  of  view,  have  .been  much  less  actively  beneficial  in  the  former,  than  in  the 
latter  establishment,  as  appears  by  the  following  statement: 

In  the  Richmond  Asylum  during  the  whole  of  the  last  three  years,  the*  number  treated 
has  been  70a,  the  recoveries  208,  or  one  in  three  ^ or  about  30  per  cent.  The  deaths 
during  that  period  were  73,  or  one  in  nine  ^ or  less  than  1 1 per  cent. 

In  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  during  the  whole  of  the  same  three  years,  the  number  treated 
was  206,  the  recoveries  36,  or  one  in  five  or  about  17  J per  cent. 

The  deaths  during  that  period  were  25,  or  one  in  eight  ^ of  the  number  treated,  * or 
12  per  cent. 

There  can  be  but  very  little  doubt  that  this  institution  by  having  persevered  so  long  in 
its  present  plan  of  administration,  would  (had  private  asylums  not  started  up  as  rivals)  be 
ultimately  and  wholly  converted  into  a maison  de  santi  for  lunatics,  where  paying  patients 
only  would  be  received.  As  matters  now  stand,  and  have  stood  for  many  years  back,  it 
has  been  made  the  direct  interest  of  all  the  officers  and  servants  more  immediately  connected 
with  the  management  of  the  patients,  that  boarder  lunatics  should  be  admitted  in  preference 
to  paupers.  The  yearly  salaries  or  capitation  fees,  of  the  physician  and  surgeon  to  the 
institution,  are  derived  solely  from  the  first  and  second  class  boarders,  and  increase  or 
decrease  with  their  numbers  and  frequency  of  admission,  as  already  explained.  Boarders 
also  by  providing  their  own  personal  comforts  give  less  trouble  to  the  master  and  matron 
than  paupers,  and,  by  requiring  exclusive  servants,  save  trouble  to  the  ward-keepers,  or  afford 
them  a handsome  addition  to  their  wages,  as  in  the  case  of  those  now  rated  as  boarder 


Lusatic 

ASVLUMS. 

Leinster- 
City  of  Dublin. 

Ezaniinations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  k.  d. 
Thomu  Osier,  esq. 

St.  Patrick’s  or 
Hospital  for 
Lunatics. 


servants.  ' 

With  regard  to- the  effect  of  the  boarding  system  upon  the  funds  of  the  charity,  it  is 
quite  clear,  that  if  but  a few  additional  boarders  were  to  become  inmates,  the  income 
derived  from  them  alone,  would  preclude-the  necessity  of  any  portion  of  the  fixed  revenue 
of  the  institution  being  applied  to  the  charitable  purposes  intended  by  the  founder,  unless 
the  accommodations  of  the  house  were  enlarged.  As  it  is,  not  above  one-sixth  of  that 
revenue  is  directly  employed  in  that  way,  at  present.f 
It  is  rather  a remarkable  fact,  and  strongly  illustrative  of  the  foregoing  view-  of  the  ease, 
that  of  seventy  lunatics  admitted  during  the  last  three  years,  sixty-Jive  were  boarders,,  whilst 
onlyj?ue  were  paupers.  (See  Table  No.  7.)) 

Having  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry  been  kindly  permitted  to  visit  the  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  to  derive  from  its  records  all  the  information  required,  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  feel  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  discipline,  cleanliness  and 
well  ordered  occupatioh,  which  seemed  to  us  conspicuous  in  that  establishment.  (Sec  Table 
No.  10.) 

The  Assistant  Commissioners  sincerely  regret  being  obliged  to  place  on  record,  that  they 
should  not  consider  themselves  justified  in  speaking  favourably  of  the  internal  management 
of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital.  It  must  not,  however,  be  forgotten,  that  under  the  administration 
of  the  present  master,  during  the'  last  22  years,  the  means  of  the  charity  have  been  much 
increased,  and  that  funds  are  now  established  which  will  enable  the  corporation,  and 
perhaps  at  no  very  distant  period,  to  receive  all  their  patients  free,  or  at  least  for  a very 
small  remuneration,  and  to  afford  to  all  whom  they  may  receive  whatever  advantages  are 
desirable  from  adequate  personal  attendance,  cleanliness,  mild,  well  ordered  discipline, 
and  useful,  daily,  manual  occupation. 

Dublin,  21  March  1835. 


* The  absolute  number  admitted  during  the  three  years,  and  the  average  number  dieted  during  the 
first  year,  give  the  number  created. 

£.  j.  d. 

t Average  yearly  expenditure  on  patients  in  the  years  1832,  1833  and  1834  - 3,784  - 9 

Average  yearly  receipts  from  patients  during  the  same  period  - . - 3,276  4 6 


Amount  annually  appropriated  to  the  uses  of  the  founders  will,  from  the* 
permanent  income  of  the  Hospital 


Table  No.  1. 
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• Neither  the  ward-keepers,  their  servants,  nor  the  boarders’  servants  are  fed  by  the  institution.  The  ward-keepers’  servants  are  all  female,  and  are  all  paid  and  fed  by  the  respective  ward-keepers, 
and  may  be  considered,  therefore,  their  private  servants.  Five  of  the  seven  purely  boarders’  servants  only  are  paid  by  the  institution. 
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Table,  No.  2. 


Lunatic 

Asylums. 


Leinster. 

IhCOME  and  Expenditure  of  St.  Patrick's  Hospital  for  three  Years,  ending  5th  January  1833.  city  of  Dublin. 


Year  ended  5th  January  1831 : 


X)^  Income  : 

sBalance  of  account,  5 Jan.  1830,  as 
per  imprest  account  - - - 

Net  receipts  of  Wexford  estates  to 
5 Jan.  1831  • - - - 

Net  receipts  of  Saggard,  Golden 
Bridge  and  Dublin  estates 
Half-year’s  interest  on  11, 314L  5«. 

3 J p’  cent,  stock,  to  5 July  1 830 
One  year’s  interest  on  Dunleer  de- 
bentures - 

Half  ditto  - on  Kinnegad  - ditto  - 
One  year’s  grant  per  trustee  (Pri- 
mate) Sterne’s  charities 
, Received  for  fruit-trees  and  vege- 
tables sold  - - - - 

Received  for  board  and  admission 
of  patients  . - - - 

Interest  on  11,700/.,  3 ^ per  cent, 
stock,  to  5 July  1830 

£. 


Net  receipts  of  \^^exford  estate,  as 
per  imprest  account  - - - 

Net  receipts  of  Saggard,  Golden 
Bridge  and  Dublin  estates  - 
Half-year’s  interest  on  11,700/., 
p’  cent,  slock,  to  5 Jan.  1831 
Ditto  oil  12,500/.  d”  to  5 July  1831 
One  year’s  interest  on  Dunleer  de- 
bentures - 

Ditto  - on  Kinnegad  - ditto  - 
Received  from  trustee  (Primate)  of 
Sterne’s  charities 

Received  from  fruit-trees  and  vegC' 
tables  sold  - _ . . 

Received  for  board  and  admission  of 
patients  - - - 

Received  from  sundry  tenants  of 
houses,  Nos.  34  & 39,  Bow-lane 
Received  for  broken  stones  sold 


Expenditure: 

0 

£. 

S.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

By  provisions  paid  for  this  year  - 

1,780 

2 

6J 

2,361 

14  2| 

Garden  expenses 

64 

13 

7 ■ 

Medicines  . - - 

38 

3 

Qh 

3 3 

Coals,  soap  and  candles,  &c. 

269 

15 

9^ 

Straw  - 

26 

14 

Q 

1,899 

- 

Clothing  and  bedding 

99 

18 

'I’obacco  and  snuff 

1 1 

8 

8 

198 

- - 

Repairs  and  furniture 

271 

5 

4i 

Stationery  - - - 

3 

10 

4 

12  4 

Salaiies  and  wages 

1,107 

»3 

- 

7 

12  si 

Rents  - 

154 

2 

4 

Advertisements  - 

15 

9 

— 

92 

6 2 

Returned  pensions 

26 

5 

- 

Law  e.xpenses  - 

256 

10 

6 

84 

6 6 

Incidents  - - - - 

28 

4 

4 

Renewal  fine  - - . 

141 

16 

10 

2,832 

17  4 

Buildings  - 

2,910 

10 

6 

Purchase  of  385/.  14s.  8 d., 

204 

15  - 

3 i per  cent,  stock  . 

384 

- 

8 

8,358 

7 6i 

£.  ! 

7,590 

4 

34 

Fear  ended  5th  J 

fanuary  1832. 

1 

By  provisions  paid  for  this  year  - 

1,804 

1 1 

8 

881 

18  10 

Garden,  expenses 

2 

4 

Medicines  - ■ - 

35 

3 

6 

2,198 

2 9j 

Soap,  coals  and  candles 

294 

4 

7 

Straw  - - - - 

20 

7 

204 

15  - 

Clothing  and  bedding 

261 

- 

- 

218 

Tobacco  and  snuff 

11 

1 

— 

Repairs  and  furniture 

615 

1 

7 

12  4 

Stationery  - 

5 

6 

4, 

1 6 

Salaries  and  wages 

1,087 

13 

105 

Rents  - 

146 

17 

64 

92 

6 2 

Returned  pension 

2 

12 

6 

Law  expenses  - - - 

123 

4 

9 

Incidents  - 

42 

4 

Renewal  line  - - - 

141 

16 

10 

2.667 

2 1 

Purchase  of  1,650/.,  3^  per 

cent,  government  stock  - 

1,49 « 

i 

1 

52 

- 6 

27 

l8  3 

6,388  1 11 

' £. 

6,170 

9 

9 

Exammntions  taken  by 
Sir  D. Barry,  u.o. 
Thomas  Osier,  esq. 

Si.  Fatrick’s  or 


Year  ended  5th  January  1833. 


Net  receipts  of  the  Wexford  estates 
Net  I'eceipts  of  the  Saggard,  Golden 
Bridge  and  Dublin  estates  - 
Half-year’s  interest  on  13,350  /., 
3 J p’  cent,  stock,  to  5 Jan.  1832 
Ditto  on  13,900/.  d*  to  5 July  1832 
One 'year's  interest  on  Dunleer  de- 
bentures - 

Ditto  - on  Kinnegad  - ditto  - 
Received  from  trustee  (Primate)  of 
Sterne’s  charities  . - - 

Received  for  fruit-trees  and  vege- 
tables sold  - 

Received  for  entertainmentof patients 
Received  from  tenants  of  Nos.  34 
and  39,  Bow-lane  - . . 

Received  for  broken  stones  sold 

•Received  for  old  pewter  sold  - 
Received  for  expense  of  attendant 
on  Mr.  Singleton  , - - 


744  17  1 

By  provisions  paid  for  this  year 

1,757  3 

Garden  expenses 

22  7 

Medicines  - 

38  13 

Soap,  coals  and  candles 

362  3 

Straw  - 

17  13 

Clothing  and  bedding  - 

178  15 

Tobacco  and  snuff 

10  5 

Repairs  and  furniture 

481  10 

Stationery  and  stamps 

10  3 

Salaries  and  wages  - 

1,055  6 

92  6 2 

Rents  - - • , - 

167  9 

Returned  pensions 

17 

Incidents  - - - - 

23  1 

Renewal  fine  - 

141  16 

Purchase  ot  1,150/.,  3 4 per 

32  14  4 

cent,  stock  - - - 

1,033  16 

36  19  54 

1042 

16  15 

6,033  7 - 

£. 

5,308  3 

6 

% 


H 

6 


6 
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Table  No.  4. 


Lunatic 

Asylums. 


Return,  of  the  Names,  Ages,  Date  of  Admission  and  Class  of  each  Patient  at  present  ! 

St.  Patrick's  Hospital,  Dublin,  i March  1835. 


Mr.  H. 
Mrs.  M. 
Mr.  R. 
Miss  B. 
Mr.  W. 
Mrs.  S. 
Mr.  S. 


Mr.  C, 
Mr.  M. 
Mrs.  D. 
Mrs.  L. 
Mr.H. 
Mr.  W. 
Miss  L. 
Mrs.  B. 
Mrs.  L. 
Miss  G. 
Miss  C. 
Mr.  S. 
Mr.  C. 
Mr.  T. 
Miss  B. 
Mr.  M. 
Mrs  A. 
Miss  A. 
Mrs.  M. 
Mrs.L. 


Miss  H.  ' 
MissC.  ■ 
Mr.  S.  • 
Miss  P. 


Mr.  L. 
Mrs.B. 


Mias  M. 


Miss  M. 
Mrs.  B.  ■ 
Mr.  R. 
Mrs.C. 
Mias  D. 


James  M. 
Laurence  D.  - 


William  B.  - 
Catherine  K.  - 
David  J.  - - 
Francis  C.  - 


John  Adams  - 
Mark  Kerr  - 
Thomas  Mills 
Anne  Caiset  - 
CatherineForan 
Robert  Kearney 
James  Hughes 
Samuel  Ross  > 
Ann  Bowen  - 
James  Coyle  - 
Robert  M'Clean 


4th 


6 Jan.  1799 

29  Feb.  1804 
9 Sep.  1806 
3 May  1810 

30  July  1812 
23  Feb.  1812 
23  Dec.  1834 


11  May  1801 
v8  Feb.  1805 
19  Sep.  1807 
29  Nov.  1809 
13  Dec.  1812 
18  June  1816 
5 Aprili8i8 
24  June  1820 

2 Jan.  1821 

3 July  1827 
!5  July  1830 

23  N0V.1831 
] 2 Feb.  1 834 

3 July  1834 

3 July  3834 

4 July  1834 
26N0V.1834 

24  Feb.  1835 
24  Feb.  1835 
17  Feb.  1835 


s6  July  1830 
24  June  3831 
16  Sep.  1831 
20  Nov.  1832 


4 Dec.  3839 
7 May  1832 


25Aprili833 


5 June  1833 
30  N0V.1833 
10  Feb.  1834 
17  Feb.  1834 
iiApi'ili834 


SMar,  1812 


12  July  181S 
8 May  3815 


27  July  3818 
7 May  3819 
1 July  1826 
18  Jan.  1828 


4May  1788 
2 May  1795 
7 Sep.  1795 

1 Dec.  1796 

14  Aug.  1797 

29  May  1799 

4 May  1800 

5 May  1800 

2 Feb.  1803 
28  May  1802 

2 Aug.  1802 


Annnsl  Sum  paid. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

£. 

<. 

d. 

105 

- 

- 

105 

- 

105 

- 

- 

105 

“ 

- 

105 

- 

“ 

105 

— 

- 

105 

Thou  gh  recently  admitted, 
incurable. 

735 

■" 

63 

63 

- 

63 

- 

- 

63 

- 

- 

63 

- 

63 

- 

63 

- 

- 

63 

— 

— 

63 

Admitted  25th  January  1817, 

63 

- 

- 

recovered  and  relapsed. 

63 

- 

- 

63 

_ 

_ 

In  a private  asylum  before 

63 

_ 

admission. 

03 

- 

- 

Paralytic. 

63 

_ 

63 

_ 

_ 

An  idiot. 

63 

_ 

_ 

Was  ill  a long  period  pre* 

63 

_ 

vious  to  admission. 

63 

_ 

63 

- 

An  intermittent  case,  in- 
curable. 

1260 

- 

- 

3t 

10 

Ill  4 years  prerlous  to  adiuisaion; 

31 

xo 

— 

Admitted  from  a private  aiylum ; ill 

31 

10 

- 

threeyears  previous  to  admission. 

31 

10 

- 

Admitted  from  a private  asylum 
where  she  had  been  for  S years. 

31 

10 

— 

From  a private  asylum. 

31 

10 

_ 

Her  second  admission,  liaving 
previously  recovered. 

31 

10 

Ill  for  five  or  six  years  be- 
fore admission. 

31 

10 

- 

An  idiot  from  birth. 

31 

10 

— 

31 

10 

- 

Returned  ill  from  the  East  Indies. 

31 

10 

- 

ill  B years  previous  to  admission; 

31 

10 

Was  in  a private  asylum,  reco- 
vered in  this  inslituliun,  and  was 

378 

- 

- 

re-admitted. 

42 

Half-pay  officer,  sent  home 
ill  from  Portugal. 

53 

10 

7 

A half-pay  Ensign. 

- 

- 

* 

On  lialf-pay,  the  lioose  not  yet 
in  receipt  of  his  pension: 

13 

— 

-i 

A pensioner,  Galway  Militia. 

14 

15 

4 

A nun  from  George’s  Hill  convent. 

12 

18 

8 

A pensioner. 

53 

15 

4 

189 

19 

Hi 

- 

An  idiot  from  birth 

- 

An  idiot  from  birth. 

An  idiot  from  birth. 

' 

- 

- 

Ditto  ditto. 

Leinster. 
City  of  Dublin. 


Exaininations  taken 
SirD. Barry,  m.d. 
Thomas  Osiei.Esq. 


St.  Patrick’s  or 
SiL'^t’s  Hospital  for 
Lunatics. 
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432  APPENDIX  to  FIRST  REPORT  from  the  COMMISSIONERS  for  inqnirmi 


Lunatic 

Asylums. 

Leinster. 

City  of  Dublin. 

Examiiiaiions  tnlieu 
SirD.  Barr^',  M.». 
Thomas  Osier,  esq, 

St.  Patrick’s  or 
Spiffs  Hospital  for 
Lull  atics. 


No. 

NAME. 

Age, 

Year. 

Class. 

Date  of 
Admission. 

Annua!  Sum  paid. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

X2 

William  TaafTe  - 

60 

Sth 

4Dec.  1802 

. 

. 

Kitty  Norton  - 

46 

5th 

5 Dec.  1802 

. 

. 

_ 

14 

T.  W-armingham 

,56 

5th 

31  Jan.  1804 

. 

, 

. 

-F, 

M.  Bickertou 

68 

5th 

4 Feb.  1805 

. 

. 

_ 

iti 

Garret  Dempsy- 

62 

5th 

4 Mar.  1805 

. 

- 

17 

Ann  Foley 

65 

5th 

25  Mar.  1805 

. 

i8 

Michael  Money  - 

50 

5 th 

4 Nov.  1805 

. 

- 

An  idiot  from  binh. 

19 

George  Gough  - 

58 

5th 

4M  ay  1805 

. 

- 

20 

Charlotte  Hays  - 

46 

5th 

„ 1806 

. 

- 

A congenital  idiot. 

21 

Ann  Hyland 

54 

5th 

3 Oct.  1806 

- 

. 

- 

22 

Mary  Dempsy  - 

58 

6th 

11  Dec.  1806 

- 

- 

- 

A congenital  idiot,  paralytic 

23 

Ann  Starkey 

60 

5th 

7 Feb.  1807 

- 

- 

. 

24 

John  Crook 

65 

5th 

2 Feb.  1807 

. 

. 

2.^ 

Ann  Tandy 

89 

6th 

23  Mar.  1807 

. 

. 

_ 

26 

Charlotte  Maw  - 

40 

5th 

25  Mar,i8o8 

- 

. 

. 

27 

Edward  Hughes  - 

60 

6th 

19  Feb.  1809 

. 

- 

- 

28 

Patrick  Cooney  - 

59 

5th 

7 Aug.  1809 

- 

. 

. 

29 

Francis  Bninton 

50 

5th 

. Mar.  1810 

- 

_ 

30 

Ihos.  O'Brien  - 

50 

5th 

4 Feb.  1811 

. 

. 

. 

31 

Stephen  Baird  - 

45 

6th 

9 May  181 1 

- 

. 

- ■ 

32 

Ann  Carletnn  - 

40 

5 th 

J3  Jan.  1812 

. 

. 

_ 

Idiot  from  birth. 

33 

Mrs.  Bamber 

52 

5th 

5 May  181Q 

- 

_ 

34 

Francis  Sutton  - 

50 

July  1812 

. 

_ 

. 

■3A 

Mary  M'Nally  - 

38 

5 th 

5 Dec.  i8ia 

- 

- 

_ 

An  idiot. 

3P 

George  Homan  ^ 

45 

5th 

7 Nov.  1814 

. 

. 

. 

Ditto. 

37 

Rosanna  Bray  - 

40 

5th 

15  Mar.  1815 

- 

. 

. 

3« 

M.  Keary- 

45 

5th 

1815 

- 

- 

- 

Recovered  in  the  institution 
and  re-admitted. 

39 

John  Shaw 

54 

5th 

27  June  1816 

. 

. 

. 

An  idiot. 

40 

Ellen  I.ennon 

40 

5th 

22  Oct.  1817 

. 

. 

Recovered,  relapsed  and  re- 

41 

Mrs.  Smith 

65 

5lh 

„ 1S18 

. 

_ 

. 

admitted. 

42 

Sarah  Rudd 

63 

5th 

„ lSi8 

. 

Hereditary. 

43 

Jos.  M'AHster  - 

4« 

6th 

23  Feb.  1819 

- 

. 

An  idiot. 

44 

Ann  Carroll 

60 

6th 

1819 

. 

. 

4A 

Ann  Wild- 

48 

5th 

7 Aug.  1820 

- 

. 

An  idiot. 

46 

Patrick  Crosby  - 

37 

5th 

2 Nov.  1 820 

Ditto. 

47 

M.  Murphy 

5« 

5th 

16  Dec.  1820 

- 

. 

Recovered  and  discharged,. 

48 

Cath.Nowlan  - 

33 

1821 

. 

. 

her  third  admission. 

49 

Ann  Caulfield  - 

47 

5th 

1821 

. 

. 

Admitted  a cripple,  paralytic 

50 

Rich.  Mortimer  - 

42 

„ 1822 

. 

of  lower  e.xtremities, 

51 

Thos.  Francis  - 

42 

5th 

iSMar.  182a 

. 

An  idiot  from  birth. 

52 

Richard  Egan  - 

33 

Sth 

8 June  1822 

_ 

. 

Ditto. 

63 

Robe.  Ruddock  - 

47 

6th 

25  June  J822 

. 

_ 

54 

Ihos.  Reilly 

40 

5th 

1824 

- 

. 

Wm.  Fleming  • 

31 

5th 

1824 

. 

. 

3t> 

Cath.  O’Biien  - 

44 

5 th 

1824 

. 

. 

.57 

Maurice  Foster  - 

36 

5th 

3 May  1824 

- 

. 

5^ 

M.  Dwyer 

38 

5th 

2 Aug.  1824 

- 

- 

. 

An  idiot. 

.“IQ 

MaryM'Little  - 

38 

5th 

2 Aug.  1824 

. 

- 

bo 

Ann  Shaw 

54 

5 th 

1825 

. 

61 

M.  Seville 

50 

5th 

1825 

- 

. 

62 

Mary  Stoker 

40 

5th 

3 Nov.  1S28 

- 

- 

. 

From  the  Richmond  Asylum. 

6.3 

Jos.  Peacock 

30 

5th 

4 April  1829 

- 

64 

i.  hos.  I'itzgerald 

37 

fith 

3 Aug.  1829 

- 

. 

Twice  in  a private  asylum. 

6.4 

Patrick  Kelly  - 

40 

5th 

11  June  1829 

- 

- 

_ 

bb 

Lucy  Herbert  - 

41 

28  Nov.  1829 

. 

_ 

Recovered  and  re-admitted. 

67 

BridgelKeogh  - 

40 

5th 

3 Jan. ] 830 

- 

. 

68 

Joshua  Wilson  • 

85 

4 Mar.  1830 

- 

. 

_ 

Diseased  brain  from  injury. 

69 

Alicia  Mooney  - 

32 

5lh 

1 Junei8qo 

. 

- 

70 

Henry  Cronhelin 

60 

5th 

4 Feb.  1831 

. 

. 

71 

Jas.  Finnegan  - 

35 

5th 

1 Aug.  1831 

. 

72 

Sarah  Lynam  - 

26 

5th 

1 Aug.  3831 

. 

- 

73 

Ann  Rudd 

65 

5 th 

17  Nov.  1831 

. 

. 

Sister  of  Sarah  Rudd. 

74 

Ellen  Brennan  - 

23 

5 th 

7 May  1832 

. 

- 

An  idiot  from  birth. 

75 

Hannah  Ball 

30 

7 Nov.  1831 

. 

. 

76 

Henry  Keane 

3.2  - 

5th 

7 May  1832 

- 

- 

- 

From  a private  afeylum. 

77 

Henry  Herbert  - 

35 

5th 

19  May  183a 

- 

- 

Brother  of  Lucy  Herbert. 

7^ 

Miss  Baily 

22  Aug.  1832 

. 

. 

. 

An  idiot  from  birth. 

79 

Miss  Davis 

31 

5th 

17  May,  1833 

- 

- 

. 

A congenital  idiot. 

80 

Joseph  Hines 

63 

5th 

8 June  1833 

- 

- 

. 

Paralytic. 

81 

Miss  Nicholson  - 

26 

20  Dec.  1833 

_ 

- 

. 

82 

Rcbert  Dyas 

«2 

6 Nov.  1826 

. 

. 

. 

An  idiot  and  epileptic. 

83 

Westley  Harris  - 

23 

5th 

3 Feb.  1834 

- 

- 

- 

An  idiot  from  a private  asylum. 

84 

Miss  Irwin 

19 

5th 

3 Nov.  1834 

Convalescent,  but  not’  fit  to  bs 
dismissed  ; an  iiitermitleM  case. 
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Table  No.  5. 


Return  of  Sebvant3  now  actually  employed  and  paid  in  this  Institution. 


Number 

Emoluments  derived  from  the  Establishment : 

No. 

NAMES. 

NATURE  of  DUTIES. 

Age. 

of 

Years 

employed. 

Average  Amoant 
of  Perquisites 
(if  any) 
per  Annum. 

Amount 

of 

Total  Amount 
of  Emoluments 
per  Annum. 

1 

Thomas  Noble  - 

Ward-keeper  & servant  to  boarder 

45 

20 

£,  J.  d. 
47  5 - 

£.  J.  cL 
5 

2 

Susan  Wilson  - 

- ditto  - - ' 

44 

8 

... 

47  5 - 

47  5 - 

3 

Sylvester  Skelly 

Ward-keepe  - 

45 

20 

- 

26  6 - 

*6  5 - 

4 

Catherine  Moore 

- ditto  - - - - 

40 

i6 

- - - 

26  5 - 

26  5 - 

5 

Mary  Neill 

- ditto  - - - - 

56 

22 

- 

26  5 - 

26  5 - 

6 

Margaret  Tyrrell 

- ditto  - 

40 

19 

- 

26  5 - 

26  5 - 

7 

Henry  May 

Servant  to  boarder  • 

43 

9i 

- 

21  - - 

2l  - - 

8 

James  Bowen  - 

- ditto  - 

35 

ni 

- 

21  - - 

21  - - 

9 

Richard  Mullin 

- ditto  - - - 

29 

5 

- 

21  - - 

21  - -i 

10 

Jane  Noble 

- ditto  - - - - 

40 

17 

- ' - 

2 1 - 

21  - - 

u 

Harriet  Dunwell 

- ditto  - - - - 

40 

8 

- 

21  - - 

C1  - - 

12 

Ann  Devlin 

Laundress  - 

56 

9k 

- 

63  - - 

63  - - 

13 

Andrew  O’Neill 

Front  gate  porter 

40 

2 

- 

21  - - 

21  - - 

14 

John  Hopewell 

Garden  gate  ditto 

44 

1 J 

- 

21  - - 

21  - - 

15 

Mary  Hickey  - 

Cook  - 

40 

- 

18  18  _ 

18  18  - 

16 

John  Byrne 

Barber  - . - . 

33 

l8 

- 

1212  - 

12  12  - 

17 

18 

Patrick  Castles 
Barnaby  Arcbbold 

")  Servants  to  60-gumea  boarders, "1 
J not  paid  by  the  institution.  J 

£. 

441  - - 

441  - - 

Table  No.  6. 


Nominal  Return  of  Officers  now  actually  employed  and  paid,  or  acting  gratuitously,  in  this  Institution. 


No. 

NAMES. 

NATURE  of  DUTIES. 

! 

Age.  : 

Number 

cf 

Years 

employed. 

Emoluments  derived  from 

the  Establishment 

Average 
Amount  of  Fees 

Emoluments 
per  Anuuiu. 

Amount 

of 

Fixed  Salary. 

Average  ’J'i>tal 
Amount  of  Fees. 

Salaries,  or 
other  £moluiuen(4 
per  Annum. 

£.  S.  J. 

I £.  i. 

d. 

i £.  i'.  d. 

1 

Rev.  T.  Russell  Cradock 

Secretary  - 

55  ' 

i5 

2 

Doctor  Crampton 

Physician  - 

60 

9 

129  17  - 

- , - 

129-  17  - 

3 

James  W.  Cusack,  esq. 

Surgeon  - ■ - 

40 

21 

68  19  - 

- 

- 

68  19  - 

4 

Patrick  Campbell 

; Master  of  the  hospital  - ■ 

67 

22 

- 

J38  9 

4 

138  9 4 

5 

Sarah  CSmpbell 

Matron  - 

67 

10 

- 

92  6 

2 

92  6 2 

J .John  & James  Ver- 

f Agents  to  the  Saggard,  1 

81&31 

f5  per  cent,  on 

schoyle,  esquires  - 

\ Golden  Bridge  Sc  Dublin  estates  J 

1 money  rec'* 

7 

Sandham  Symes,  esq. 

Agent  to  the  Wexford  estate 

45 

8 

Henry  Rooke  - 

Law  agent  - 

35 

11 

K u’cent.  on  do. 

9 

V.  Dillon  Cole  - 

Assistant  clerk  & collector 

35 

6 

■ ■ ■ 

50  - 

50  - - 

These  are  averaged  for  the  last  three  years. 


Table  No.  7. 


Return  of  the  Number  of  Patients  of  all  Classes  admitted,  discharged,  cured,  removed  by  friends  and  died  • 
in  the  following  Years: 


1st  Class, 
100-Guinea 
Boarders. 

2d  'Class, 
60-Guinea 
Boarders. 

Sd  Class. 
SO-Guiuea 
Boarders. 

4tb  Class, 
Indefinite  Sums. 

! 

5th  Class,  j 
Paupers.  I 

Removed, 

Cured. 

Reraeved, 

Incurable. 

Died. 

2 

' i 

3 

1 

From  51 

17 

;h  January  1 83; 
1-  - - 

2 to  5th  Januar 
1 3 1 

f 1833  : 

7 

8 

1 

8 

From  5th  January  1833  to  5th  January  1834: 
II  14 

9 

9 

2 

13 

From  5tli  January  1834  to  5th  January  1835  : 
8 1 . . . ) 2 1 12 

1 Epileptic 

8 

'I'otal  5 

24 

1 36 

1 

1 5 

36  j 

>7 

1 =5 

0.5.  g K 
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APPENDIX  (B.)  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS  for  inquiring 


Amount  Received 
Yearly,  or  saved  to 
the  Institution 
by  Work  done  by  tlie 
Lunatics ; such  as 
Weaving,  Spinning, 
Knitting,  Tailoring, 
kc. 

Nothing  whatever  re- 
ceived for,  nor  saved 
to  the  institution  by 
work  done  by  the 
lunatics. 

£1.  i.  3.  per  head 
has  been  saved  du- 
ear,  as  compared  with 
'ear,  which  may  be 
le  above  head,  as  also 
1,  kc.  kc.  * 

Il 

• " i!  A S 

Amount  rec 
Boarder  Lnn 

Pay  Paiie 
annually,  a 
aged  on  the 
Three  Yea 

•>r  «d  0 g = 

Total  Amount 
of  Wages 
for  One  Year, 
1834. 

■s  1 

Total  Amount 
of  Salaries 
for  One  Year 
(average). 

number  of 
days’  Sup^or 
given  in  One 
Year  by  each 
Institution, 
Servants  in- 
cluded. 

'*■  a n B 

Number 

of 

Servants. 

id^not 
clothed, 
fed  or 
washed, 
for. 

44  ser- 
vants all 
clothed, 
fed  and 
washed 
for. 

Number 

of 

Officers. 

ng. 

Total 
Remain- 
ing this 

1 s 

2 1 

No 

Consider- 

ed 

Curable. 

R 

a 

S 

'Tumbers. 

Removed 

Cured. 

' 1 • h -i 

_ 

1 .1  ^ 

<J  Q ^ 

Admitted 
during 
the  Three 

^ 1 

Average 
Number  of 
Lunatics  main- 
tained each 
dD5’  during 
that  time. 

c ” ~ E- 

Yearly  Expenditure 
averaged  for  tlie 
last  Three  Years, 

.'srII 

rIII.II 

Yearly  Income 
averaged  for  the 
last  Three  Years. 

Income  for  1834, 
£6,231.  17.  4^. 

Years  ending 
24th  January  in 
1832,  1833, 

1834.  * 

Names 

of 

Institutions. 

St.  Patrick’s, 

Swift’s 
Hospital 
for  Lunatics. 
Richmond 
Lunatic  Asy- 
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Document,  No.  10. 


Richmond  District  Lulatic  Asylum,  ist  January  1835. 

Gentlemen, — I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  this  asylum, 
from  1st  January  1834  to  1st  January  1835 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

In  the  asylum,  1st  January  1834  - ------ 

118 

146 

264 

Admitted  from  1st  January  1834  to  1st  January  1835  - - - 

74 

68 

132 

Total  under  treatment  during  the  year  - - - 

192 

! 204  . 

396 

Discharged  recovered  from  1st  January  1834  to  1st  January  1835  - 

1 

; 33 

41 

74 

Ditto  - relieved  in  the  above  period  - 

14 

1 

11 

25 

Ditto  - unrelieved,  and  taken  by  friends  ----- 

. 

1 

Ditto  - to  the  Richmond  Surgical  Hospital,  his  leg  amputated 
by  surgeon  Adams  ------- 

1 

1 

Transferred  to  House  of  Industry  ------- 

1 

2 

3 

Died  --------- 

14 

6 

20 

64 

60 

124 

Remaining  in  the  asylum,  1st  January  1835  - - - 

128 

144 

272 

Distribution  by  Counties: 

City  of  Dublin  - --  --  --  --  - 

66 

79 

145 

County  - ditto  - --  --  --  --  - 

30 

40 

70 

Ditto  - Louth  - --  --  --  -- 

3 

6 

9 

Ditto  - Meath  - --  --  --  -- 

15 

10 

25 

Ditto  - Wicklow  - --  --  --  -- 

11 

6 

17 

Ditto  - Town  of  Drogheda 

1 

- - 

1 

Strangers  from  other  counties  ------- 

2 

3 

5 

128 

144 

272 

State  of  the  cases  remaining — 

Convalescent  ------- 

Cases  that  may  be  considered  curable  - - - - - 153 

Cases  that  may  be  considered  incurable  - - ’ - - - 1 02 


Lunatic 

Asylums. 

Leimter. 

City  of  Dublin. 

Esaminatiops  taken  bf 
Sir  D.  Barry,  u.p, 
Tbomas  Osier,  eeq. 

St.  Patrick’s  or 
Sxrift’s  Hospital  for 
Lunatics. 


Total  - _ . 272 


Work  Account. 
Weaving  by  Male  Patients. 
1,325  yards  of  linen. 

1,045  yards  of  twilled  calico. 
770  yards  of  plain  - ditto. 

40  yards  of  lindsey. 

Total  - - 3»i8o  yards  of  all  descriptions. 


Tailoring  by  Male  Patients. 

36  jackets. 

53  pair  of  cloth  trowsers. 
t 29  vests. 

House-work  by  Female  Patients. 

369  pairs  of  stockings  for  the  asylum. 

144  - - ditto  - - for  House  of  Recovery,  Cork-street,  to  order. 

68  - - ditto  - - for  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  to  order.  < 

48  - - ditto  - - for  Richmond  Institution  for  blind,  to  order. 

Shirts  - - - 

Servants’  shirts  - 
Shifts  - 

Lindsey  petticoats 
Blue  lindsey  ditto 
Quilts  - - - 

Day-caps  • 

Sheets 


92 

91 

113 

266 

162 


Pillow 
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Lunatic 

Asylums. 

Leinster. 

City  of  Dublin. 

Esanunations  taken  by 
Sir  D.  Barry,  it.n. 
ThoQias  Oaler,  esij. 

St.  Patrick's  or 
Sviiji's  Hospital  for 
Lunatics. 
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Pillow  cases  - - - - ' 

Bed-ticks  - - - - 

Strait-vests  - - - - 

Wrappers  - - - - 

Hanks  of  yarn  spun 
Ditto  fine  ditto 
Shoes  repaired  for  servants  - 
Gowns  for  patients 
Gravel  broken  for  roads  and  walks 


65 

33 

10 

100 

727 

43 


22 


7 

1,400 


pairs. 

bushels. 


Besides  keeping  the  entire ‘of  the  clothing  and  bedding,  &c.  &c.,  in  good  repair  during  the 
past  year. 

I beg  leave  to  mention,  that  whatever  could  be  effected  for  the  employment  of  the 
patients  has  been  adopted,  and  am  happy  to  say  with  success.  The  premium  the  governor 
kindly  allows  them  for  their  work  enables  them  to  procure  a few  additional  comforts 
which  makes  them  comparatively  happy,  and  is  attended  with  the  best  effects  as  to  their 
recovery. 

Our  discharges  for  the  past  year  have  (although  our  accommodation  has  been  more  limited 
in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  incurables)  exceeded  the  former  year  by  seven  patients 
three-fourths  having  been  discharged  as  compared  with  the  admissions.  ’ 

I have  also  to  add,  that  a considerable  saving  has  been  effected  in  the  expenditure  last 
year,  without  at  all  abridging  the  comforts  of  the  patients. 

I would  beg  leave  to  refer  the  governors  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  the  architect,  as 
to  the  plan  generally  adopted  for  procuring  additional  ground  for  district  asylums,  and  beg  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  board  the  great  want  of  employment  for  the  male  patients,  in 
consequence  of  not  having  a sufficiency  of  ground. 

I once  more  beg  leave  to  offer  my  humble  meed  of  thankfulness  to  the  governors  for  their 
kindness  in  allowing,  at  my  suggestion,  any  improvement  that  they  found  necessary  for  the 
general  management  and  comfort  of  the  patients. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(signed)  Sam^.  WrigUy,  Manager. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Some  ACCOUNT  of  the  Plan  adopted  at  Birmingham  for  affording  Medical  Relief 
to  the  Parish  Sick  Poor,  by  John  R.  Carrie,  Esq.  M.D.,  Assistant  Commissioner. 


CoMMUNICATIO-N’S. 

Birmingham 
Parish  Infirmary. 

J.  R.  Corrie,  esq.,  »t.o. 


The  Birmingham  Parish  Infirmary  is  an  irregular  building  attached  to  the  parish  work-  Building,  Wards, 
house,  and  is  under  the  management  of  the  guardians  and  overseers  of  the  poor.  It  con-  &c.  &c. 
tains  10  wards  of  different  sizes,  built  at  various  times,  and  not  according  to  any  precon- 
certed plan.  For  the  males  there  are  40  beds  ; viz.,  in  one  ward  25  for  miscellaneous  cases ; 
in  another  11  for  fevers  ; in  a third  4 for  the  decrepit.  For  the  females  there  is  a ward  con- 
tainino"  24  beds  for  miscellaneous  cases,  and  another  containing  11  for  fevers;  there  are 
11  hels  for  midwifery  cases,*  distributed  in  three  small  wards,  to  which  is  attached  a small 
day-room  or  kitchen.  There  is  a male  venereal  ward  containing  five  beds,  and  a female  one 
containing  11. 

For  insane  males  there  are  33  beds  in  several  cells  or  rooms,  and  25  for  insane  females. 

The  whole  number  of  beds  thus  distributed  amounts  to  160,  and  it  occasionally  happens 
that  two  sick  patients  occupy  one  bed,  and  this  is  unavoidably  the  case  at  present,  in  many 
instances,  in  the  female  insane  ward.  In  addition  to  the  above-stated  number  there  are 
three  rooms  appropriated  to  the  infirm  or  convalescent  women,  visited  daily  by  the  house- 
surgeon,  containing  25  beds  ; and  there  are  at  present  36  persons  in  this  part  of  the  esta- 
blishment. The  fever  wards  are  approached  by  the  same  staircase  as  the  wards  for  miscel- 
laneous cases,  and,  as  there  is  now  very  little  fever  in  the  town,  the  beds  in  them  are  occupied 
by  persons  suffering  from  general  disease ; should  a case  of  fever  or  small-pox  occur,  it 
would  be  placed  in  one  of  them,  but  the  present  occupants  would  not  be  removed.  Fever 
has  never  been  known  to  spread  through  the  house,  and  little  or  no  apprehension  of  such  an 
occurrence  is  entertained  by  the  medical  officers.  The  accommodation  for  the  parish  insane 
is  confined,  and  the  space  for  air  and  exercise  veiy  limited.  The  oply  classification  is  into 
the  more  or  less  cleanly ; the  former  sleep  up-stairs  in  cells  containing  two  beds  each,  the 
latter  on  the  ground-floor  in  cells  containing  only  one  bed  each.  The  occujiations  for  the 
males  are  pumping,  and  grinding  corn ; for  the  females,  knitting,  sewing,  and  assisting  in 
the  laundry,  violent  or  dangerous  cases  of  insanity,  both  acute  and  chronic,  are  sent  to 
the  Stafford  Asylum,  the  pari^  paying  a fixed  sum  for  each  patient ; and  such  likewise  as 
are  deemed  curable,  but  more  quickly  and  certainly  so  by  the  superior  accommodation 
there  than  at  Birmingham. 

The  medical  officers-in-chief  consist  of  six  surgeons,  elected  by  ballot,  by  the  guardians  Medical  Officers, 
and  overseers.  The  town  is  divided  into  a similar  number  of  districts,  one  allotted  to  each 
surgeon.  Each  surgeon  likewise  attends  at  the  infirmary  two  days  in  the  week  to  see  his 
out-patients.  For  the  out-patients  there  is  a waiting-room  and  surgeon’s  room.  Those 
sick  who  are  in  the  infirmary  or  at  their  own  homes,  are  visited  by  their  surgeon  on  such 
days,  and  as  often  as  the  case  requires.  These  surgeons  reside  at  their  own  private  houses 
in  the  parisTi,  and  receive  a salary  of  30 1.  per  annum  each,  and  have  no  perquisites  of  any 
sort  or  kind.  There  is  one  house-surgeon  or  apothecary,  who  is  unmarried,  and  boards  and 
lodges  in  the  house;  his  salary  is  fixed  at  70 Z.  pet  annum ; it  is  his  duty  to  visit  each  ward 
twice  a day,  and  to  attend  to  the  minor  cases  in  the  house ; he  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  out-patients ; he  has  two  assistants  in  the  apothecary’s  shop,  one  paid  80  Z.  per 
annum,  the  other  1 Z.  5 s.  per  week  ; one  of  these  is  provided  with  lodgings.  The  house- 
surgeon  is  not  allowed  to  attend  to  private  practice ; the  surgeons-in-chief  of  course  do. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  by  contract  from  a rate-payer,  and  a six  months’  supply  is  Pharmacy, 
bought  at  a time.  There  is  no  distinction  between  medicines  for  out  or  in-patients  ; all  are 
served  from  one  shop.  Leeches  are  procured,  monthly,  from  London,  and  are  placed  under 
individuals  whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  take  care  of  them  and  apply  them  to  both  out  and  in- 
patients. About  3,000  are  consumed  monthly.  Surgical  instruments  are  provided  for  the 
surgeons  by  the  parish,  which  likewise  procures  any  medicines  the  surgeon  desires,  wlio  can 
likewise  order  wine  for  both  in  and  out-patients.  Vaccination  is  performed  only  on  the 
parish  children  ; inoculation  is  never  mentioned  or  thought  of. 

Each  in-patient,  on  admission,  has  entered  in  a book,  his  name,  age,  disease,  date  of  Registration, 
admission,  ward,  name  of  his  surgeon,  and  eventually  the  result.  This  is  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  house-surgeon.  The  in-patients  average  about  000  per  annum. 

There  are  midwives  appointed  by  the  guardians  to  attend  the  labour  cases ; they  send  to  Midwifery, 
the  surgeons-in-chief  in  cases  of  difficulty. 

Any  poor  person,  provided  he  either  resides  in,  or  belongs  to  the  parish,  applies  either  Medical  Relief, how 
personally  or  through  some  friend,  at  the  workhouse  for  what  is  termed  a doctor’s  note ; obtained, 
he  is  never  refused,  and  he  tlius  becomes  an  out-patient.  The  note  so  procured  is  taken  to  Out  Patients, 
the  surgeon  of  the  district,  and,  if  presented  before  10  a.  m.,  the  patient  is  visited  the  same 
day,  otherwise  the  next ; accidents  form,  of  course,  exceptions,  and  are  immediately 
attended  to.  The  out-patients  average  18,000  per  annum. 

Any  guardian  or  overseer  can  give  an  in-patient  a ticket,  but  by  far  the  greater  number  of  In-patients, 
in-patients  are  admitted  by  a note  from  one  of  the  surgeons-in-chief,  and  the  urgency  and 
nature  of  the  case  or  destitution  of  the  individual  are  the  circumstances  which  determine 

the 

* Seven  of  these  beds  are  occupied  by  the  nurses. 

3^3 
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the  selection.  Non-parishioners  are  constantly  admitted  by  the  surgeons.  When  an  out 
patient  cannot  or  does  not  choose  to  go  into  the  infirmary  a day-nurse  to  attend  him  f 
home  is  provided  at  the  desire  of  the  surgeon ; in  this  case  the  patient  must  be  a resident 
parishioner.  ^ 

Table  of  Diet  for  the  In-poor  of  the  Birmingham  Workhouse. 

Ordinary  Diet. 


- 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Sunday  - ^ 
Monday  - 
Tuesday  - 
Wednesday 
Thursday  - 
Friday 
Saturday  - 

Rice  milk  • i “ 

Milk -porridge  and  bread 
As  Monday 
As  Monday  - 
As  Sunday  - - - 

As  Monday- 

As  Monday  - - - 

Beef,  vegetables  and  beer 
Bread,  cheese  and  beer 
As  Sunday  - - - - 

r Peas-soup,  or  Irish  stew,  withl 
: L un  allowance  of  bread  - J 
As  Sunday-  - _ . 

' As  Monday  - 

. As  Wednesday  - L . 

Broth  with  bread  cut  in  it. 
Milk-porridge  and  bread. 
As  Sunday. 

As  Monday. 

As  Sunday. 

As  Monday. 

As  Monday. 

Sick  Diet. 


The  same  as  the  ordinary  diet,  only  that  mutton  is  allowed  for  dinner  in  the  place  of  beef 
and  rice-pudding  instead  of  bread  and  cheese  or  soup.  ’ 

Low  Diet. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner, 

Supper. 

Every  day  in'! 
the  Week  -j 

Milk-porridge  and  bread 

TBread,  broth  and  "1 
\ pudding  - -J 

fGruel,  or  milk-porridge  and 
\ bread. 

Barley-water  or  imperial,  as  a beverage,  ad  libitum.  Wine,  See..,  as  prescribed  by  the 
surgeons. 


Management.  The  guardians  and  overseers  of  the  poor  have  formed  committees,  at  which  five  are 

a quorum,  and  of  which  each  guardian  and  overseer,  if  he  chooses,  is  a member.  The  name 
of  the  committee  rather  distinguishes  the  nature  of  the  business  to  be  transacted  than  the 
individuals  upon  it.  Before  a medical  committee  of  this  description,  and  on  which  there  is 
no  medical  man,  all  matters  relating  to  the  medical  department  are  brought.  It  meets 
monthly ; the  house-surgeon  attends  and  gives  in  a list  of  the  medicines,  surgical  instru- 
ments, &c.,  wanted.  The  surgeons-in-chief  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  orderino-  or 
purchasing  any  article  whatsoever ; if  they  want  any  particular  instrument  or  medicine,  they 
desire  the  house-surgeon  to  see  that  it  is  procured.  Of  course  no  medical  article  of  any 
kind,  which  is  not  the  property  of  the  wortoouse,  is  kept  there.  If  any  patient  conceives 
himself  neglected,  he  informs  any  guardian,  and  the  case  is  sure  to  be  inquired  into. 

A numerical  report  is  made  quarterly  to  the  guardians,  and  a weekly  one  is  published  in 
the  newspapers.  The  following  is  a report  for  the  week  ending  March  10,  1835 : 


Men. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

j INPANTS. 

Total. 

' Male. 

Female.' 

In  the  house  on  Monday "1 
night  last  week  - -J 

171 

181 

12 

11 

10 

4 

389 

Admitted  since  - . - 

8 

_ 1 

g 

- 

>9 

Born  in  the  house 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Subtract  as  below  * - 

178  ■ 
7 1 

189 

5 

IS 

1 

11 

3 

13 

5 

408 

16 

Total  of  each  - - 

! 171 

184 

11 

8 

13 

5 

392 

Discharged  and  absconded  - 

3 

J 

Deaths  - - - - 

5 

2 

— 

1 

* Total  - - 

7 

1 

3 

T.  Alcock,  Governor. 


Number  of  out-poor  cases  relieved  last  week  , - - . - 3>6ii 

Number  of  children  in  the  asylum  230 


TV.  IV.  Bynner,  Vestry  Clerk. 

There 
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Tliere  is  no  sepai-ate  account  kept  of  the  whole  expenses  attending  the  medical  depart- 
ment The  only  medical  items  mentioned  in  the  printed  annual  statement  of  the  parish 
expenditure  for  the  year  ending  Lady-day  1834,  are:  ^ 


By  drugs,  leeches  and  sundry  surgical  expenses  - - - - 1,047  14 

Surgeons’  salaries  ■ " 180  - - 

House-apothecary’s  salary,  with  board  and  lodging  - - - 70  - - 

Assistants  in  surgery  - - --  --  --  - 130  16  - 


£.  1,428  10  8J 


A«  ACCOUNT  of  the  Staffordshire  General  Lunatic  Asylum,  by  John  R.  Corrie, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  Assistant  Commissioner,  April  1835. 

This  asylum  is  situated  close  to  the  town  of  Stafford  on  a slightly  elevated  piece  of 
ffround,  and  fronts  towards  the  south.  It  is  a long,  red  brick  building  four  stories  higlh 
each  story  nearly  similarly  disposed.  The  annexed  plan  will  give  some  idea  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  wards,  offices,  Sec.  In  the  centre,  marked  A.,  are  the  superintendent’s  and 
matron’s  apartments;  they  extend  the  whole  height  of  the  building.  The  chief  entrance 
and  principal  staircase'are  likewise  here,  the  latter  gives  direct  access  to  each  floor.  In  the 
basement  towards  the  centre  are  the  kitchens,  sculleries,  store-room,  &c.,  having  immediately 
behind  the  brewhouse  [5]  and  wash-house  [6].  To  the  right  hand,  on  entering,  are  the  wards 
for  the  females,  to  the  left,  those  for  males.  In  the  basement  are  the  wards  for  the  more  violent 
and  uncleanly  of  the  patients,  separated  however  into  two  classes  by  the  partition  O,  so  that 
the  very  worst  are  placed  by  themselves  in  their  respective  extremes  of  the  building.  On  the 
first  floor  are  the  rooms  for  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  first  class  patients  ; on  the 
third  and  fourth  stories  the  third  division  of  the  first  class,  and  the  second  and  third  class 
patients  are  accommodated.*  The  corridors,  marked  B,  are  extremely  well  venrilated  and 
wanned,  having  two  open  fire-places  as  well  as  an  ample  supply  of  hot  air.  The^  cor- 
ridors are  used  as  day-rooms,  and  by  the  partition  0,  fonn  two  each.  The  cells  C,  are 
thoroughly  aired  by  holes  in  the  doors,  which  open  on  the  warm  corridors,  and  by  having  large 
windows ; each  cell  contains  one  bed  only.  The  rooms  marked  E,  contain  six  or  eight  be^, 
occupied  by  the  most  harmless  and  quiet  of  the  patients.f  On  each  floor  is  a bath-room,  D, 
a nurse’s  or  keeper’s  room,  F,  and  a water-closet,  K.  In  the  basement  is  a cockle  which 
supplies  hot  water  and  hot  air  to  each  floor.  The  drainage  has  been  most  carefully  attended 
to  • not  only  is  the  situation  such  as  to  afford  a rapid  fall  of  several  feet,  there  is  likevnse 
a tank  which  is  pumped  full  by  the  patients  and  let  off  about  once  a week  to  thoroughly 
cleanse  every  sewer.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  ventilation,  and  some  improvements  m this 
respect  introduced  at  the  suggestion  of  the  physician  to  the  asylum  have  been  most  decidedly 
beneficial.  Previously,  the  patients  in  the  basement  were  liable  to  dysentery,  a complaint 
whichhas  since  scai-cely  occurred.  . ■ i_-  x j z • n 

That  a lunatic  asylum  should  be  a building  several  stones  high  is  objected  to,  especially 
by  the  French  authorities,  but  no  practical  inconvenience  is  found  to  arise  from  such  an 
arrangement  at  Stafford^.  i ..  i j j 

Attached  are  about  30  acres  of  land,  15  laid  out  m useful  and  ornamental  gardens,  and 
15  in  pasturage  for  cows.  This  asylum  was  intended  for  60  males  and  60  females,  but 
alterations  have  been  effected  which  enable  it  to  accommodate  193,  by  converting  day- 
rooms,  E,  into  sleeping-rooms,  and  by  placing  movable  partitions  m the  corridors  which 
divide  them  into  single-bedded  sleeping  cells  in  the  night,  and  leave  them  free  for  day- 
rooms  in  the  day-time. 

Incurables  accumulate,  but  not  rapidly.  , • , j-  j 

The  patients,  according  to  the  terms  on  which  they  are  admitted,  are  divided  mto  three 

^Fhst  class  patients  are  those  who  pay  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  their  own  expenditure; 
of  this  class  there  ai’e  three  divisions. 

1st  division,  those  who  pay  2l.  2«.,  or  l l.  10s.  6d.  per  week. 

2d.  Those  who  pay  iZ.  Is.  per  week.  These  two  divisions  are  lodged  on  the  first  or 
principal  floor. 


* The  number  now  in  the  asylum  191,  viz.; 

38  First  class  patients. 

25  Second  class  (on  the  Cliaritable  Fund.) 
28  Paupers  not  belonging  to  the  county. 
100  Belonging  to  the  county. 


t The  room.  E,  originally  day  rooms,  were  converted  into  sleeping  rooins  ^ 

increased  accommodation ; by  this  and  other  alterations  the  building  intended  or 

X See  Report  on  the  Asylums  in  England  and  France  by  Mens.  FeiTus,  M.D.,  Paris  1834. 
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Treatment  of 
Patients. 


Medical  Officers. 


3d.  Division,  those  paying  12  5.  or  15s.  per  week;  these  are  placed  in  some  of  the 
comdors,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  disease.  ^ 

Second  class  patients  are  those,  who,  paying  lOs.  to  2s.  6d.  themselves,  are  like«o-. 
assisted  by  the  charitable  fund  *.  -^cwise' 

Third  class  patients  are  the  paupers,  or  those  depending  entirely  on  the  county  or  naTisi. 
rate.  These  are  placed  anywhere  but  on  the  first  floor ; they  may  be  sub-divided  into^  ^ 
Pauper  lunatics,  -> 

Vagrant  lunatics,  Isent  to  the  asylum  by  order  of  the  justices,  under 

Criminal  lunatics,  f authority  of  the  Act. 

Dangerous  idiots,  J 

P“pera  are  received  at  6s.  per  week;  the  paupers  from  other  counties  12j, 

The  patients  (exclusive  of  those  on  the  first  floor)  are  further  classed  and  lodged  accortlin. 
to  the  variety  of  their  disease,  vis.,  the  most  noisy,  violent  and  uncleanly,  in  the  baseiuent- 
those  only  a little  better,  likewise  in  the  basement,  but  separate.  The  more  cleanlv  and 
quiet  are  placed  m the  upper  wards.  As  each  floor  is  divided  into  four  compartments  bv 
tne  partitions  U,  two  for  male  and  2 for  female,  there  are  altogether  16  • deducting  hnwT 
ever  the  four  on  the  first  floor,  there  remain  12  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  patients  ®are  dk 
tributed,  so  that  not  more  than  from  12  to  15  patients  are  in  any  one  compartment  Th^ 

opinion  that  a large  number  cannot  advantageously 

_ For  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  first-class  patients,  there  is  a billiard  table 
piano,  books,  a very  neatly  laid-out  airing  ground,  marked  No.  1,  a bowlino--ffreen  aiuf 
pleasure  grounds  to  walk  m.  For  the  other  patients,  there  is  gardening,  both  hseful  and 
ornamental,  some  fai-mmg,  brewing,  pumping  water  for  the  use  of  the  house,  and  thev  hav« 
three  airmg  courts,  2,  3 and  4 in  the  place.  The  females  are  much  occupied  in  Sewing- 
knitting,  assisfrng  m the  kitchen,  wash-house  and  laundry.  Something  is  found  to  be  done 
by  almost  all  but  the  utterly  incapable.  No  trade  has  hitherto  been  attempted:  it  is  in- 
tended, however,  -when  a vacancy  occurs  among  the  keepers  to  give  the  preference  to  a 
person  understanding  some  business ; a tailor  for  exampl'e. 

^e  treatment  is  extremely  mild ; a few  straps  for  the  arms  or  hands,  with  liberty  to 
walk  about ; muffles,  and  occasionally  the  safety  chair,  are  almost  the  only  restrLt 
resorted  to.  About  60  per  annum  are  discharged  cured  or  relieved.  ^ 

The  medical  officers  consist  of  ope  first  physician,  whose  duties  and  authority  are 
strictly  defined  by  pnnted  rules,  so  that  no  misunderstanding  can  well  arise  between  him 
the  resident  superintendent.— The  physician  does  not  reside  in  the  establishment- 
his  s^ai-y  is  fixed  at  _150Z.  per  annum,  and  an  annual  fee  from  the  first-floor  patientsY 
—and  2d.  of  one  resident  superintendent,  who  must  be  a member  of  the  Colleo-e  of 
burgeons.  He,  with  his  wife  and  family,  occupies  the  principal  part  of  the  centre,  marked 
A.;  he  has  a distinct  establishment  of  servants,  &c.;  his  salary  is  400 per  annum,  of 
course  without  board,  coals,  or  candles ; he  is  likewise  secretary  and  accountant ; the  printed 
rules  annexed  accurately  define  his  duty;  he  is  not  allowed  private  practice.  The  situation 
of  superintendent  corresponds  with  that  of  manager  in  the  Irish  Asylums;  but  here  he 
must  be  a medical  man,  which  cannot  but  be  considered  as  a most  wise  regulation. 

It  is  most  important  to  mention,  that  not  only  is  the  name,  residence,  age.  Sec.,  of  everv 
patient  regularly  entered  on  liis  admission,  but  it  is  a part  of  the  physician’s  and  super- 
intendent s express  duty  to  keep  a case-book,  m which  is  given  a medical  history^  of 
each  patient,  with  the  treatment  and  result.  This  book  is  the  property  of  the  asylum,  and 
IS  never  seen  by  any  but  authorized  persons ; this,  as  it  contains  an  account  of  every 
patient  admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  institution  m 1818,  is  now  become  a most  valuable 
document.  A simdar  one  is  kept,  I believe,  m every  county  asylum  in  England,  and  thus 
the  good  or  bad  effects  of -any  particular  mode  of  treatment  that  may  have  been  adopted 
can  be  accurately  ascertained.  ^ 

There  is  not, nor  has  there  ever  been,  any  medical  instruction;  no  pupils  have  ever  attended 
the  practice  at  the  asylum,  but  both  the  physician  and  the  superintendent  are  of  opinion  that 
pupfis,  under  proper  regulations,  might  attend  without  any  inconvenience.  Though  post- 
mortem  examinations  have  not  been  frequent,  the  physician  omits  no  opportunity,  an§  wfil,  in 
futur^  he  trusts,  be  able  to  inspect  most  who  die  within  the  walls.  It  is  most  important 
that  he  should  do  so,  as  thus  only  can  he  obtained  a sure  foundation  for  sound  principles 
of,  and  sure  improvements  in,  practice. 

The  matron,  under  whose  care  the  housekeeping  is  placed, lodges  and  boards  in  the  house  ; 
salary  100  Z.  per  annum.  r o r > & 

Sub-officers  and  servants  are  five  male  keepers;  three  assistant  male  keepers  at  fi-om  20 1, 
to  30/.  per  annum  ; seven  female  keepers  at  from  12/.  to  15/.  per  annum;  two  house-maids, 
one  cook,  one  laundry-maid,  one  errand-girl,  one  kitchen-maid. 

The- 


Fund”  or  “ Charitable  Fund,”  is  a fund  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and 
conyibution,  and  expressly  designed  for  individuals  resident  in  the  county,  who,  being  in  reduced  or 
unable  to  defray  the  whole  charge,  and  not  for  parish  paupers  or  the  poorest 
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The  following  is  the  diet  table : — 

Patients’  Table  of  Diet.—Men  akd  Women. — 18:8. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Monday 

Gruel  and  oatmeal, 

Eight  oz.  of  meat  (mutton  or  veal) 

Eight  oz.  of  bread, 

with  milk  and  8oz. 

when  dressed;  4 oz.  of  bread. 

with  2 oz.  of  cheese 

of  bread. 

with  vegetables  and  beer.  ' 

or  butter. 

Tuesday 

Ditto 

Broth,  or  rice  milk,  or  frumenty, 
pudding,  vegetables  and  bread. 

Ditto. 

Wednesday  - 

Ditto 

Meat  dinner  as  above. 

Ditto. 

Thursday  - 

Ditto 

Not  a meat  dinner. 

Ditto. 

Friday 

Ditto 

Meat  dinner. 

Ditto. 

Saturday  - 

Ditto 

Not  a meat  dinner. 

Ditto. 

Sunday  - - ■ 

Ditto 

Meat  dinner. 

Ditto. 

Extra  for  Sick. — Fisb,  mutton  and  broth,  beef-tea,  pudding,  eggs,  wine,  porter,  milk,  &c. 


The  servants  and  keepers  will  have  the  same  quantities  of  bread  fur  breakfast  and  supper,  and  a 
meat  dinner  as  above  mentioned,  to  be  sent  every  day  from  the  kitchen,  dressed,  to  the  keepers' 
respective  apartments,  and  a weekly  ration  of  tea,  sugar,  butter  and  cheese,  in  the  proportion  of 
about  3 oz,  of  tea,  § lb.  of  sugar,  f lb.  of  butter,  and  § lb.  of  cheese,  by  which  means  the  keepers  will 
be  enabled  to  have  their  meals  in  their  respective  apartments,  without  neglecting  their  patients  or 
interfering  with  the  business  of  the  kitchen. 

The  female  pauper  patients  are  allowed  tea  twice  a day. 

The  allowance  is  ample  and  excellent ; meat  four  times  a week ; tea  twice  a day  for  the 
females. 

The  first-floor  patients  occasionally  dine  at,  and  are  always  served  from,  the  matron’s  table, 
and  have  every  variety  of  plain  food,  such  as  they  enjoyed  when  at  home.  It  was  not  formerly 
the  custom  to  allow  tea  to  the  pauper  patients ; but  there  was  no  quiet  or  comfort,  (espe- 
cially among  the  females,)  till  both  it  and  tobacco  were  provided,  and  the  withdrawal  of  both 
or  either  is  a punishment  much  dreaded  by  the  patients,  and  is  a powerful  means  of  control. 

The  management  is  vested  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in  the  county  magistrates,  or  such  of  them 
as  they  select  from  among  themselves ; there  are  weekly,  quarterly,  and  annual  meetings,  at 
which  orders  are  given  and  vouchers  inspected. 

The  income,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  sum  obtained  from  the  land,  is  derived 
from  the  patients,  on  the  terms  stated  under  the  head  “ Classification  of  Patients.” 
The  income  thus  procured  is  sufficient,  not  only  to  maintain  the  lunatics,  but  likewise  to 
provide  additional  furniture,  linen,  bedding,  fixtures,  and  pay  workmen’s  wages,  at  the  ex- 
pense, in  1834,  of  850 1.  2s.  8 d.,  which  items  must  otherwise  have  been  paid  for  by  a county 
rate,  as  is  the  case  in  those  asylums  into  which  paupers  only  are  received. 

See  annexed  report  which  contains  likewise  an  annual  medical  report,  and  a statistical  re- 
sume of  the  numbers  of  the  patients  admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum  in  1818.  Such 
reports  ought  to  be  made  by  every  asylum  in  the  united  kingdoms. 

The  annual  expense  per  head  per  annum  may  be  taken  at  25?.,  which  somewhat  exceeds 
that  of  the  district  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  but  the  salaries  here  are  higher  and  the  diet 
much  more  expensive,  not  to  mention  the  large  items  of  tea,  123  L ; malt  and  hops,  329 1.,  in 
1834,  and  the  extra  expense  attending  the  first-floor  patients. 


The  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Visitors  of  the  Staffoedshire  General  Lunatic 
Asylum,  from  December  26,  1833,  to  December  25,  1834. 

General  Cash  Account. 


Receipts.  £.  s,  d. 

To  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands, 

January  1,  1834  - - - 37+  4 5 

lo  receipts  forcare,  luainleiiance  and 
reimbursements  for  clothing  and 
other  expenses  of  patients  - 5,351  »2  2 

To  receipts  for  sale  of  barm  - - 14  11  1 

To  receipts  from  money  boxes  - 786 

To  receipts  from  the  Subscription 
Fund  -----  3Qg  i6  6 


£.6,146  12  8 


Expenditure.  £.  s.  d. 

By  the  year’s  expenditure  as  specified 

beJow  -----  4,910  4 1 

By  clothing  and  extra  expenses  of 
patients,  charged  in  their  respec-  . 
tive  accounts,  and  reimbursed,  or 
to  be  reimbursed  to  the  institution  637  i6  7 
By  balance  in  the  treasurer's  bands  598  12  o 


£.6,146  12  8 


Abstract 


This  excellent  charity  is  expressly  designed  for  the  relief  of  individuals  resident  in  the  county,  who, 
oemg  in  reduced  or  needy  circumstances,  are  unable  to  defray  the  whole  of  the  weekly  charge  made  by 
the  establishment  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  private  patients. 

CJ.5.  3 j, 


Communications. 

Hiajjordshire 
General  Lunatic 
Asylum. 

J.  E.  Corrie.esq.jUj;). 


Management 


Income. 


Expenditure 
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CoMMUNicATioMs.  Abstruct  of  tko  Ycor^s  Es:penditure. 


Staffordshire 
■General  Lunatic 

f.  5. 

d. 

Asylum. 

Bread,  4,888  stone  . . - 

473  13 

11 

- 

Butter,  1,785  pounds  - - - 

96  17 

3 

■d.  R.  Corrie,  eaq,,M  D. 

Candles  and  lamp  oil  - 

24  19 

8 

Cheese,  2 ton,  17  cwt.  3 qrs.  4 lbs. 

146  5 

10 

Coal  ------ 

197  7 

10 

Coffee,  currants  and  raisins  - 
Expenses  in  the  grounds  and  gar- 

40 10 

11 

dens,  seeds,  tools,  &c. 

69  13 

5 

Fruit  - 

I 17 

7 

Fish  ------ 

4 6 

3 

Flour,  409  stone  • ■■  - 38  16  — 

Meat,  32,889  pounds  - - - 744  18  3 

Medicines,  instruments,  &c.  - 50  4 4 

Malt,  hops,  &c.  - - - - 329  2 8 

Purchase  of  cows  and  pigs,  and  rent 

ofland  - - - - - C675 

Oatmeal,  barley  flour,  &c.  • ■■  28  2 6 

'Poultry,  eggs,  &c.  • - ■ 884 

Carried  forward  - f.  2,311  122 


Brought  forward 
Rates,  taxes  and  insurance  - 
Rice,  2,742  pounds  - . ► 

Salaries,  wages  and  occasional  hire 
Stationery,  printing,  advertisements, 
stamps,  expenses  of  letters  and 
parcels  - . . - . 

Salt,  pepper,  mustard,  vinegar,  &c. 
Soap,  starch,  blue,  &c.  - ► - 

Sugar,  3,333  pounds  ... 
Straw  - 

Tea,  493  pounds  - 

Tobacco  and  snuff  - 
Vegetables  - - - - - 

Wine  and  spirits  - - » - 

Mops,  brooms,  &c.  - 

Furniture,  linen  and  bedding  - 
Workmen's  bills,  fixtures,  &c. 
Sundries  and  incidentals 


s.  d. 
2,3H  12  3 
39  7 5 
34  8 9 


63  t8  - 
26  16  ,1 
43  13  3 
96  11  u 
51  3 - 

123  6 - 
41  6 2 
6 8 - 
28  I 8 
34  10  3 

326  2 - 

524  ' 8 
- 10  6 


£.4,910  4 I 


Cash  Account  of  the  Subscription  Fund. 

Receipts.  £.  s.  d.  Expenditure.  £.  s.  d. 

■To  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands.  By  transfer  to  the  general  cash  ac- 

January  1,  1834  ...  263  3 5 count,  for  part  maintenance  of 

To  Christmas  dividend  on  - "I  - « e patients  who  are  admitted  on  fAis 

2,898  f.  15.  lod.  3 per  cent- cons./  43  3 o . . . . _ ggg  jg  g 

To  Midsummer  dividend  on  - -"f  By  purchase  of  380?.  135.  locf. 

3,278 /.  155.  8d. 3 percent.cons./  49  3 7 g per  cent,  consols  - » - 345  - _ 

To  the  executors  of  the  late  John  By  balance  in  treasurer’s  hands  104  7 ii 

Bourne,  Esq,^  of  Great  Eenton  - 200  — — 

To  subscriptions  during  the  year  - 29 1 8 - 

•To  donations  - - - - 1 - - 

£.  848  45  34®  4 5 


Cash  Account  of  the  Contingent  Fu)id. 

Receipts. 

To  Christmas  dividend  on  • 

2,418  /.  10  5. 1 d.  3 per  cent,  cons 
To  Midsummer  dividend  on  - 
2,459  3 s.  1 d.  3 per  cent,  cons 

£.73  3 3 I £-73  3 3 


The  income  of  the  establishment  has  been  adequate  to  meet  every  branch  of  its  expenditure, 
tluring  the  past  year,  without  the  appropriation  of  any  sum  from  the  county  rate  for  that  purpose ; the 
sum  of  9/.  16s.  6d.has  been  paid  for  the  maintenance  and  clothing  of  a vagrant  lunatic,  now  dis- 
charged, whose  legal  settlement  could  not  be  ascertained,  and  who  became  consequently,  by  law, 
chargeable  to  the  county  rate. 

Charles  Clarke,  ~\ 

Richard  Beech,  ^Auditors. 

W.  E.  Coldwell,  J 


fi  purchase  of  40 1.  13s.  3 per  cent. 

3 5 consols  - - - - - 36  5 

. By  purchase  of  40/.  105.  gd.  3 per 

3 *7  9 cent,  consols-  - • • * 3^  17 


Annual  Report  of  the  Staffordshire  General  Lunatic  Asylum,  December  25, 1834. 


Patients  on  the  Books,  December  2G,  1833 
Since  admitted  ----- 

.Discharged  recovered  - 

Ditto  relieved  - 

Ditto  by  desire  - - - - 

'Ditto  as  harmless  and  incurable 
Died  ------- 

Remaining  in  the  House,  December  25,  1834 


183 

} 316 

133  . 

51  ■ 

16 

1 115 

15 

14 

19 

201 

Return 
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Beturn  of  Patients  admitted  on,  and  discharged  from,  the  Second  Class,  or  Charitable  Communications. 
Subscription  Fund. 

Remaining  on  Ibe  books,  December  26,  1833  - 
Since  admitted  - 

Discharged  recovered 

Ditto  relieved 

Died 

Remaining  in  tbe  bouse,  December  25,  1834 

Statement  of  Patients  in  the  House,  Decembe)'  25,  1834. 

First  class  - - - - • Males  2i  - - Females  18 

Second  class Do.  17  - - Do.  il 

Third  (or  pauper)  class  - - . Do.  76  - - Do.  58 


Staffordshire 
Geneial  Lunatic 
Asylum. 


J.  R.  Corrie, 


Average  number  of  patients  throughout  the  year 


ledical  Report  of  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-three  Patients  admitted  into  the  Lunatic 
Asylum  during  me  year,  showing  the  state  of  those  who  have  left  the  House,  and  those  who 
still  remain,  distinguishing  recent  from  old  cases. 


HOW  DISCHARGED. 


remaining. 


General  State  of  Patients  j 


vben  admitted. 


. Remaining 
tbe  same. 


Relieved. 


Incorable. 


Improved. 


Convalescent. 


Recent  Cases. 
Maniacal 
Melancholic  - 


Maniacal 
Melancholic  - 
Imbecile  and  idiotic 
Epileptic  & paralytic 


General  Statement  of  Patients  admitted,  discharged,  and  now  on  the  Boohs,  from  the 
opening  of  the  Asylum,  October  1,  1818,  to  December  1^,  1834. 

Total  number  of  Admissions  - - - - 1858 

Discharged  recovered  - - - - • - - - - « - Sill 

Ditto  relieved  ---------  - 232 

Ditto  by  desire  - 108  ? 1657 

Removed,  being  harmless  and  incurable  - . 210 

Died  - 296  J 


Remaining  under. cure 
Ditto  incurable  ■ 

Ditto  ditto,  epile 


General  Statement  of  Patients. 


Hence  in  round  numbers  it  maybe  stated,  tliat,  in  the  course  of  the  last  four  years  three-fifths, 
or  60  per  annum  have  been  discharged  cured  or  relieved,  and  one-sixth  or  16  per  annum  have 
died.  The  same  proportion  seems  to  have  been  obtained  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum  in 


The  grand  total  stands  thus  — 
Admitted  since  1818 
Discharged  cured  or  relieved 
Died  - 
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the  Asylum. 

Number  admitted! 
during  the  Year.  ■ 

Average 
during  the  Year. 

Discharged  ' 

Discharged 

relieved. 

DEAD. 

1831  - - 

174 

121 

179 

55 

19 

24 

1832  - - 

177 

128 

182 

55 

20 

18 

1833  - - 

189 

121 

189 

67 

26 

18 

1834  - - 

183 

133 

193 

51 

16 

19 

Total  - - 

1 303 

- 

208 

81 

79 
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TABLE  of  the  EXPENDITURE  at  the  Staffordshire  Lunatic  Asy; 

the  Years  1831-32-33-34. 


inquiring 


COMMUNICATroNS. 


Totsl  Aunual 


“In  the  Years  1832  and  1833  large  sums  were  expended  in  providin 
About  251.  per  head  per  annum  may  be  taken  as  a fair  average,  but 


improving  the  Veutilation  and  Drainage, 


Cork  Street 
Fever  Hospits 
Dublin. 


A REPORT  on  the  Cork  Street  Fever  Hospital,  Dublin,  compiled  from  Replies 
made  by  William  Stoker,  esq.,  m.d.  to  Medical  Queries.* 

The  population,  of  the  Liberty,  the  district  to  which  the  advantages  of  the  Cork-street 
Fever  Pfospital  and  House  of  Recovery  were  for  some  yeai-s  limited,  has,  I think,  decreased 
to  a degree  quite  unparalleled  since  Dr.  Whitelaw's  census  in  1798,  and  many  of  the  houses 
there  have  since  fallen  into  ruin.-t*  In  the  other  parts  of  the  city,  however,  all  of  which 
within  the  Circular  Road,  have,  for  several  years,  been  included  in  th'e  Cork-street  Fever  Hos- 
pital district,  the  number  both  of  the  inhabitants  and  houses  has  greatly  increased,  but,  still 
it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that  no  other  city  in  the  British  empire  has  had  its  population  less 
increased  with  relation  to  its  area,  than  the  Irish  metropolis.  Dr.  Whitelaw’s  Essay  on  the 
Population  of  Dublin  greatly  enhances  the  importance  of  observations  on  the  decrease  of 
inhabitants  in  the  ancient  parts,  and  their  increase  in  the  modern  parts  of  the  Irish  metro- 
polis. In  that  essay  it  is  stated,  and  I beheve  correctly,  that  in  1798  the  total  population 
was  172,091,  but  in  1804  the  population  was  167,899  showing  a reduction  of  4192  m the 
interval.  It  is  further  to  be  remarked  on  the  rapid  decay  of  the  old  town,  and  the  increase 
of  the  new,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  each  house  in  the  former  appeal’s  triple,  some- 
times quadruple,  the  number  of  those  in  each  house  of  the  latter ; and  therefore,  although  the 
area  of  the  new  town  may  have  greatly  increased,  yet,  I am  persuaded,  the  population  of  the 
whole  has  not  increased  in  the  similar  rate  it  has  done  with  that  of  other  large  towns  of  the 
empire. 

Dr.  Whitelaw’s  essay,  if  viewed  in  connection  with  bills  of  mortality  in  other  cities,  and 
with  the  annual  reports  of  the  Cork-street  Hospital,  (the  only  bills  of  mortality  kept  in 
Dublin,)  will  be  found  to  have  further  claims  on  philanthropists  and  political  economists, 
and  lead  them  to  consider  the  causes  with  a view  to  their  abatement : e.  g. — the  slow  ad- 
vance of  population  in  Dublin  compared  with  other  places,  large  towns  in  Great  Britain ; 
and  though  to  some  heartless  calculators  such  manifest  checks  to  the  multiplication  of  human 
beings  might  not  excite  much  commiseration,  yet  none,  I think,  with  any  feelings  of  humanity, 
can  contemplate  the  agents,  such  as  poverty  and  its  accompanying  train  of  diseases,  demo- 
ralization, and  death,  without  an  effort  to  counteract  them.  The  extent  of  the  Cork-street 
district  is  between  two  and  three  miles  in  every  direction  from  the  hospital. 

There  are  many  other  medical  institutions  within  the  district,  i.  e.  in  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  most  of  which  (especially  those  that  admit  fever  patients),  have  been  esta- 
blished since  1803,  the  date  at  which  Cork-street  Hospital  was  founded.  These  institutions 
were  established  to  check  the  rise  and  growth  of  epidemic  and  pestilential  diseases,  and 
originated  in  the  idea  that  the  increase  of  disease  depends  mainly  or  wholly  upon  contagion ; 
and  were,  on  this  principle,  unnecessarily  enlarged  upon  emergencies,  and  upon  occasionally 
alarming  influxes  on  the  more  ordinai-y  course  of  disease.  In  ordinary  times  it  is  certain 
that  genuine  cases  of  contagious  fever  could  not  be  found  to  occupy  a sixth  of  the  beds, 
which  must  therefore  have  remained  vacant  had  not  these  hospitals  been  made,  as  they  were, 
asylums  for  the  houseless  and  famishing  poor,  and  for  those  labouring  under  diseases,  often 
the  consequences  of  misery  solely,  and  amongst  them  frequently  may  be  classed  low  fever, 
dropsy,  melancholy,  or  even  mania.  During  the  last  three  years  such  beds  in  the  Cork- 
street  Hospital  as  were  not  occupied  in  the  manner  just  adverted  to,  were  mostly  vacant, 
under  a fallacy  which  has  since  become  manifest ; viz.,  “ That  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  inmates,  and  injurious  to  the  character  of  an  institution  expressly  provided  to  check 
the  growth  of  epidemic  and  pestilential  diseases,  to  admit  those  labouring  under  the  aggra- 
vated form  of  the  prevalent  malady.”  Proofs  of  the  fallacy  of  that  hypothesis  are  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  the  reports  from  the  fever  and  cholera  hospitals  in  the  chief  cities  of 
Europe,  which  have  been  published  within  the  last  three  years.  From  my  experience  of 
nearly  40  years  in  dispensary  and  fever  hospital  practice,  I have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it 


W.  Stoker,  esq.,  m.d. 

Population  and 
Extent  of  Country. 


■ The  Report  referred  to  throughout  this  Report,  is  that  which  was  laid  before  Parliament, 
t See  Dr.  Whitelaw’s  Essay  on  the  Population  of  Dublin  in.  1798,  published  in  1805. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


2. 

Total 

Annual  Expense 
in  Food  only. 

3. 

Total 

AnnnalExpense 
in  Furniture, 
Linen,  and 
Bedding. 

4. 

Workmen’s 

Bills, 

Fixtures. 

5. 

Total  Expenditure 
including 
various  sundries 
not  in  the 
foregoing  items. 

6. 

Average  Ex- 
pense per  Head 
per  Annum, 
including  every 

7. 

Host  pr  Head 
in  Salaries 

8. 

Cost  pr  Head 
per  Annum 
in  Food  only. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  4'  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  4.  d. 

£.  4.  d. 

£ 4.  d. 

2,231  19  3 

178  3 3 

322  5 1 

4,445  18  8^ 

24  16  9 

5 16  SJ 

12  8 5 

2,071  2 

269  10  6 

1,257  9 6 

6,372  7 11 

28  13  10^ 

6 3 3i 

11  7 7 

2,317  12  8 

151  1 1 

1,093  13  4 

6,497  15  9 

29  1 9 

6 - -i 

12  5 3 

2,228  12  9 

326  2 - 

524  - 8 

4,910  4 1 

25  8 10 

e - ^ 

II  10  Hi 

into  the  STATE  OF  THE  POORER  CLASSES  JN  IRELAND. 


445 


Appendi.\  (B  ) 


as  my  opinion,  that  the  formation  of  medical  districts,  to  each  of  which  a dispensary,  fever  hos- 
pital cow-pock  institution,  with  surgical  beds  to  the  number  of  six  in  each  were  attached,  would 
be  aVery  decided  improvement ; and  I have  no  doubt,  that  under  such  an  arrangement,  the 
fever  hospital  and  dispensary  would  be  found  sufficient  for  the  sick  poor  during  the  fiercest 
outbreaks  of  epidemic  disease,  and  that  when  these  extraordinary  calamitous  visitations  shall 
have  passed  away,  the  beds  in  such  hospitals,  whether  surgical  or  medical,  might  be  most 
advantageously  occupied  by  those  labouring  under  parturition,  accidents  or  chronic  disease, 
and  if  no  better  accommodation  should  remain  and  no  other  legislative  provision  in  the 
meantime  for  them,  by  the  houseless,  and  unemployed  tradesmen  who  are  often  through 
missy,  predisposed  to  mental  and  bodily  disease.  As  physician  to  the  chief  dispensaries 
of  Dublin  at  the  close  of  the  last  and  beginning  of  this  century,  to  the  Cork-street  Hos- 
pital from  its  formation  to  July  last,  and  as  one  of  the  officers  of  health  in  St.  Peter’s 
parish  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  of  1837-18  and  19,  I have  had  opportunities 
of  collecting  data  on  this  subject,  wholly  apart  from  hypothesis,  from  which  I have  drawn  the 
conclusion  I have  founded,  and  the  opinions  I have  now  expressed. 

In  times  of  great  urgency,  as  in  1818-19  and  2G,  nearly  500  patients  have  been  accom- 
modated in  the  Fever  Hospital  and  House  of  Recovery  in  Cork-street,  by  the  aid  of  tents 
pitched  in  the  grounds;  but  the  wards  themselves  can  accommodate  from  240  to  280 
patients.  The  apartments  of  the  registrar,  of  two  apothecaries,  two  housekeepers,  and  head 
nurse,  together  witli  those  of  the  nurse’s  assistant,  or  ward,  take  up  perhaps  a tenth  .of  the 
whole.  &reat  pains  have  been  taken  for  the  ventilation  of  the  wards  effectually.  There  are 
both  fixed  and  movable  baths.  The  out-buildings  consist  of  a laundry,  with  steam-engine 
and  washing  machine.  Lodges  are  provided  for  the  porters,  one  at  each  gate ; besides 
which  there  are  stables,  coach-houses  and  other  offices  occupied  by  the  servants  engaged  in 
the  laundry,  &c.  The  grounds  are  partly  meadow  and  partly  culture,  for  the  use  of  the  resi- 
dent officers.  All  the  above-mentioned  premises  and  houses  belong  to  the  institution. ' 

Though  I cannot  now  any  longer  call  myself  one  ofthe  medical  officers  ofthe  Cork-street 
Fever  Hospital,  having  been  removed,  as  stated  in  my  accompanying  memorial  herewith  sent ; 
yet,  as  my  remvoal  is  a circumstance  connected  with  this  hospital  that  seems  to  call  for 
investigation,  perhaps  it  is  proper  to  state  of  myself  that  I was  one  ofthe  physicians  to  this 
hospital  from  the  year  1803,  when  was  it  founded,  until  the  month  of  July  1834 ; that  I am 
now  in  my  57th  or  58th  year;  that  I graduated  in  medicine  at  Edinburgh  in  the  year 
1798,  and  obtained  my  license  in  Dublin  in  the  following  year ; that  in  the  year  1803  I was 
elected  to  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital,  by  the  managing  committee,  (by  whom  all 
elections  and  appointments  to  that  hospital  are  made;)  that  I was  annually  elected  until  the 
present  year,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  bye-laws,  and  removed  in  July  last, 
contrary  to  those  provisions*. 

The  apothecary  and  his  assistant  are  the  only  medical  officers  who  reside  in  tlie  hospital 
In  case  of  absence  it  is  necessary  for  the  attendant  physician  to  give  notice  to  the  apothe- 
cary ; one  of  the  supernumerary  physicians  acts  during  this  absence.  All  the  hospital 
physicians  are  allowed  private  practice.  The  intern  or  extern  duty  rarely  occupies  more 
than  two  hours.  Latterly  the  apothecary  has  acted  as  accoucheur. 

All  the  medical  officers  are  graduates  of  the  colleges  after  which  they  are  respectively 
denominated,  but  I believe  they  are  not  all  licentiates.  The  medical  duty  is  extern  and 
intern,  i.  e.  visiting  the  applicants  at  their  abodes  to  see  if  they  are  proper  objects  for  admis- 
sion, and  attending  the  patient  when  received  into  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  Of  the  phy- 
sicians three  attend  at  the  dwellings  of  the  applicants,  and  three  attend  at  tlie  ward  of  the 
hospital.  The  intern  and  extern  duty  is  changed  every  two  alternate  months.  The  hour  of 
attendance  is  11  a.m.  and  7 o’clock  p.m.,  and  I think  sufficient  time  is  generally  allowed. 
I am  not  aware  of  any  appeal  having  been  made  by  the  poor  to  the  controlling  power. 
A nurse-tender  is  always  in  attendance,  and  administers  the  medicines  to  the  patients  ; the 
apothecary  dispenses  them. 

I cannot  recollect  for  how  many  years  after  the  opening  of  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital 
no  salary  was  allowed  to  the  physicians,  but  a salary  has  since  been  allowed  to  them,  at  first 
20 1.  per  annum  ; this  has  been  gradually  increased  to  100 1 late  Irish  currency,  the  maximum, 
at  wliich  it  has  stood  for  several  years.  This  is  the  only  allowance  to  the  physicians.  The 
grand  jury  has  never  excercised  arry  control,  neither  does  it  appear  that  it  possesses  any ; 
but  I believe  a control  is  vested  in  Government,  through  whom,  and  by  whose  sufiera,nce 
alone,  the  presentments  pass  for  the  Parliamentary  grants,  on  which  the  institution  mainly 
depends  for  support. 

The  medical  and  all  other  officers  are  appointed  by  the  committee,  who  consist  of  the 
trustees  and  six  other  persons  elected  aimually  by  the  governors.  When  a vacancy  occurs 
it  is  made  known  tlirough  the  newspapers.  It  would  be  highly  desirable  that  these  appoint- 
ments should  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  College  of  Physicians. 
It  is  necessary  that  the  candidate  physicians  should  be  doctors  or  bachelors  of  medicine.  A 
diploma  from  the  College  of  Surgeons  is  required  from  the  surgeon ; a diploma  from  a school 
of  midwifery  is  required  from  the  accoucheur ; and  letters  testimonial  from  the  Apothecaries’ 
Hall  are  required  of  the  apothecaries  or  dispensers.  There  is  not  any  limitation  as  to  the 
officer’s  age.  There  is  not  any  retiring  allowance.  Of  the  three  physicians  and  surgeons 
first  elected  all  are  living,  except  Dr.  Mills,  who  died  of  chronic  disease  long  after  he  had 
resigned  his  office  at  Cork-street  Hospital,  which  he  only  held  for  two  years.  Dr.  Barker 

was 


See  Copy  of  the  bye-laws.  Annual  Report  for  1830. 
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was  connected  with  the  hospital  20  years;  Dr.  A.  B.  Collis,  as  surgeon,  about  three  years 
and  myself  31  years.  All  the  medical  officers,  however,  who  have  been  connected  with 
the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital,  either  on  the  first  opening  for  the  reception  of  patients  or 
subsequently  added,  were  attacked  with  fever,  more  or  less  severely,  after  the  commencement 
of  their  duties  there,  or  their  attendance  at  the  houses  of  the  sick  poor.  It  was  in  this  wav 
that  Dr.  Lee  and  Dr.  Lynch  contracted  the  mahgnant  typhoid  disease,  of  which  both  died 
a few  weeks  after  their  election.  They  were  the  only  physicians  in  the  Cork-street  Fever 
Hospital  who  died  of  disease  so  contracted.  Dr.  George  Hogan  died',  I think,  of  chroni<' 
dis*sase,  which  was  the  result  of  long  continued  exertions  as  physician  to  the  Cork-street 
Fever  Hospital,  aggravated  by  the  baneful  influence  of  contaminated  atmosphere  in  the 
dwellings  of  the  sick  poor.  The  patients  in  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital  are  invited  bv 
placards  posted  through  the  wards,  to  refer  any  complaint  of  ill  treatment  by  the  medical 
officers  to  the  managing  committee  or  monthly  visitors ; but  I am  not  aware  of  any  such 
complaint  having  ever  been  made ; neither  am  I aware  of  any  influence  or  circumstances  to 
deter  the  patients  from  complaining. 

The  medicines  are  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient  quantity.  Delicate  and  expensive 
medicines  are  kept,  and  are  purchased  from  a druggist  of  established  repute.  The  room  in 
which  they  are  dispensed  is  neatly  kept.  Surgical  instruments  are  provided  in  the  institu- 
tion at  the  desire  of  the  surgeon,  and  they  are  used  solely  for  the  purposes  of  the  hospital  • 
leeches'are  supplied,  and  there  are  arrangements  for  securing  a supply  of  them.  I du  not 
think  that  those  arrangements  could  be  much  improved.  The  medical  officer  is  not  bound 
to  give  vaccine  matter  gratis.  I think  a dispensary  for  such  a purpose  might  be  advan- 
tageously attached  to  each  fever  hospital,  which  should  contain  two  or  three  beds  for 
patients  or  accidents  requiring  particular  attention.  The  medical  officer  has  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  inoculating  for  small-pock. 

A registry  is  regularly  kept  containing  the  number  of  patients  annually  admitted,  but  the 
disease  of  each  patient  or  its  termination  is  not  particularized,  an  omission  greatly  to  be  de- 
plored at  all  times,  especially  in  the  last  five  years.  At  all  times  such  an  insertion  in  the  re- 
gister as  that  omitted  would  have  been  a valuable  desideratum  to  practical  physicians  and  me- 
dical annalysts ; it  would  make  them  acquainted  with  the  most  general  form  of  endemics  and 
pestilential  diseases  in  antecedentyears,  and  also  with  the  adventitious  circumstances  and  symp- 
toms, which  gave  to  it  adesignatory  epithet  (e.  g.)  small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  influenza, 
cholera,  &c.  I suggested  this  improvement  to  the  managing  committee  many  years  ago,  and 
lately,  at  the  instance  of  the  able  and  humane  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Parliamentary 
Inquiry  (Mr.  Warburton),  I proposed  to  have  a column  in  the  registry  on  which  the  name 
of  the  disease  should  be  inserted  opposite  to  that  of  the  patient.  This  would  have  prevented, 
in  a great  measure,  or  wholly,  the  public  embarrassment  that  ensued,  first,  by  showing  that 
the  epidemic  though  it  became  at  later  periods  more  malignant,  was  then  present  under  a 
milder  fonn.  Pathological  and  therapeutical  instruction,  then  derived,  might  have  been 
practically  applied,  afterwards,  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of  the  more  malignant  kinds,  as 
well  as  other  information  to  assist  the  correction  of  those  abuses  which,  under  misnamed 
sanatory  codes  and  burial  regulations,  so  greviously  trenched  on  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  This  omission  in  the  registry  of  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital,  I hope  cannot  fail 
to  obtain  the  consideration  it  merits  from  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  sick  poor  in  Ireland. 

Accordingto  the  Report  from  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital,  1831,  “the  number  of  pa- 
tients admitted  was  3,602;  the  aggregate  number  of  days  in  hospital  were,  66,637,  and  the 
average  unmber  of  days  of  each  patient  18^.” 

Tlius  the  average  number  of  days  of  each  patient  in  the  hospital  was  nearly  the  same  in 
1831  as  in  the  preceding  year,  and  in  both  as  in  the  years  1823-4  and  5,  when,  as  may  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  these  three  years,  that  pestilence  prevailed  ; many  of  the 
characteristics  of  disease  in  1831  have  since  been  manifest  in  each  succeeding  yeai\ 

The  correspondence,  however,  between  the  average  mortality  in  the  several  years  of  pes 
tilence  j ust  adverted  to,  is  perhaps  as  remarkable  as  the  corresponding  length  of  time  the 
patients  remained  in  hospital;  this  may  be  shown  by  comparing  the  report  for  1828,  page 
8,  with  the  following  extract  from  the  Committee’s  report  for  1831.  Those  dischaged,  relieved 
or  cured  in  1831,  were  3,317  ; died  307  ; remaining  3,806. 

The  mortality  of  307  deaths  to  3,317  recoveries,  or  1 to  10  exceeds  that  of  any  other 
year  from  the  opening  of  the  hospital,  and  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  in  the  three  years 
1823-4  and  5,  when  pestilence  ofthe  same  characteristics,  as  already  intimated,  prevailed. 

None  but  those  who  require  gratuitous  relief  obtain  assistanee  from  this  institution.  The 
sick  person  sends  notice  to  the  hospital,  which  is  served  on  one  of  the  physicians  on  extern 
duty,  who  visits  the  applicant,  and  gives  an  order  for  admission  if  it  be  a proper  case  and 
not  opposed  to  any  order  of  the  managing  committee.  The  order  must  be  signed  by  the 
visiting  physician,  at  the  residence  of  the  patient.  This  restriction,  intended  originally  for 
the  exclusion  of  persons  not  labouring  under  infectious  fevers,  has  totally  failed,  from  the 
acknowledged  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  fever  produced  bv  contagion  (at  least  at 
the  commencement).  Tt  has  besides  been  found  very  injurious,  rejecting  many  who  seek 
admission  at  the  hospital  gate,  or  lie  in  the  neighbouring  streets,  perhaps  turned  out  of 
their  lodgings,  either  from  non-payment  of  rent,  or  being  thought  sources  of  contagion. 
Hence,  in  some  instances,  patients  in  fever  have  died  neglected  and  unsheltered,  whilst 
numerous  beds  in  the  hospital,  where  they  were  refused  admission,  were  vacant.  This 

abuse 
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abuse  should  be  speedily  corrected,  otherwise  much  further  mischief  may  arise  from  it. 
There  is  no  limitation  whatever,  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  hospital,  to  the  objects 
of  the  charity,  except  that  the  disease  be  such  as  the  hospitalis  intended  to  provide  for,  and 
that  the  sufferer  lived  within  the  Circular  Road,  that  is,  in  Dublin.  The  objects  of  the  cha- 
rity, however,  have  been  wholly  lost  sight  of  since  malignant  cholera  prevailed,  and,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  supervened  on  almost  all  contemporary  diseases ; for  whatever  ap- 
peared to  the  theory  or  the  alarm  of  the  visitor  to  be  Asiatic  cholera  was  rejected  ; and  at  a 
time  when  the  hospital  was  most  needed  it  was  least  in  operation.  This  appears  to  me  a 
serious  abuse,  and  directly  at  variance  with  the  original  principles  of  the  institution.  The 
limitation  of  admission  to  patients  whose  residence  is  within  the  Circular  Road  also  requires 
to  be  considered,  it  has  been  fatal  to  many  who  were  rejected,  after  being  removed  from 
the  country  to  seek  admission. 

The  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital  makes  no  provision  for  extern  patients,  but  if  a dispen- 
sary provision  supply  was  connected,  as  already  proposed,  gi-eat  advantages  to  the  poor 
might  be  thus  derived,  more  especially  in  those  outbreaks  of  epidemics  obviously  produced 
by  famine,  such  as  occurred  in  1817-18-19  and  an,  when,  as  officer  of  health  in  Peter’s 
parish,  I saw  the  great  advantages  of  supplying  the  sick,  at  their  own  houses,  with  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  and  administering  such  remedies  as  actual  disease  demanded.  The  fever 
hospital  does  not  receive  any  case  which  may  not  come  under  the  head  of  “ Febrile  Disease,” 
according  to  the  opinions  of  the  Committee,  ivhich  unfortunately  they  have  not  been  able 
to  define  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  The  physician’s,  surgeon’s  and  accoucheurs  pre 
scriptions  are  the  only  ones  made  up  in  the  institution.  No  lying-in  case  is  admitted,  ex- 
cepting the  woman  labours  under  fever,  and  then  the  patient  is  attended  by  the  physicians, 
assisted  by  the  resident  accoucheur.  In  the  intervals  between  outbreaks  of  epidemics,  beds 
might  be,  advantageously  for  the  poor,  provided  in  the  vacant  wards  of  the  hospital,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  lying-in  women  of  the  neighbourhood,  whose  homes  are  often 
comfortless  in  the  extreme,  and  unprovided  with  sufficient  bed-clothes  and  other  necessaries. 
The  proportion  of  deaths  in  child-birth,  amongst  women  labouring  under  common  fever, 
hut  more  especially  of  those  labouring  under  typhoid  disease,  as  remarked  in  my  reports 
from  the  hospital,  and  which  often  assume  the  characteristics  of  puerperal  fever,  is  very 
considerable,  but  not  having  noted  the  exact  proportion  of  the  mortality  I cannot  state  it 
more  precisely.  Daily  attendance  upon  the  sick,  is  considered  absolutely  necessary,  but 
patients  are  not  attended  at  their  own  houses,  unless  to  ascertain  their  fitness  for  admission. 
Vaccination  is  not  performed  in  the  institution  ; under  the  circumstances  I proposed  else- 
where in  this  report  it  might  be  performed  with  great  advantage  to  the  poor  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. My  opinion  of  vaccination,  and  how  far  preventive  of  small-pox,  &c.,  is  the 
same  which  I expressed  in  my  Observations  on  the  Variojoid  Disease,  which  I published  at 
Dublin  in  1820,  and  accorded,  very  generally,  with  the  candid  and  intelligent  reports  of 
several  respectable  medical  observers  at  that  time  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  ; I shall 
therefore,  quote  here  the  same  words ; “ Small-pox  appears,  after  vaccination,  in  but  a 
small  proportion  to  the  number  that  enjoy  perfect  immunity  from  that  antidote,  and  even  in 
this  small  proportion,  the  supervening  disease  is  so  mitigated  as  in  general  to  cause  slight 
sickness  only  on  the  seventh  or  ninth  day,  and  very  rarely  consecutive  fever.”  My  objects, 
however,  in  that  publication  were  to  show,  that  cases  of  eruption  after  vaccination,  which 
had  been  confounded  with  chicken-pock,  swine-pock,  8cc.,  were  genuine  cases  of  small-pox, 
an  opinion  which  has  since  been  fully  corroborated;  but  small-pox  after  vaccination  having 
afterwards  occurred  in  many  urgent,  some  of  them  fatal,  cases,  the  efficacy  of  the  antidote 
has  been  questioned  by  the  families  who  have  suffered  from  it;  still  I Relieve  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  is  rather  increasing  than  diminishing. 
How  far  it  would  be  advisable  to  prevent  those  who  still  doubt  the  efficacy  of  vaccination 
from  inoculating  with  small-pox,  I do  not  feel  authorized  to  say.  Wine  is  given  on  the 
order  of  the  physician.  For  the  last  five  years  the  quantity  ordered  by  me  has  been  very 
small,  owing  to  my  substitution  of  dandelion  coffee.  This  may  be  seen  by  comparing  my 
diet  tables  together  for  the  years  1829-30-31-32-33-34,  where  the  wine  is  entered  with 
those  of  previous  years.  There  were  institutions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fever  hos- 
pital which  advantageously  supplied  rations  of  food  to  those  who  were  dismissed  conva- 
lescent, but  they  have  been  latterly  discontinued. 

The  bye-laws  direct,  that  applications  for  admission  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  extern 
physicians  at  half  past  nine  o’clock  ; the  applicants  shall  then  be  visited  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  if  the  physician  finds  their  diseases  to  be  such  as  are  admissible  into  the  hospital,  he 
shall  fill  up  and  sign  a printed  order  for  admission,  which  he  shall  direct  the  patient’s  friends 
to  take  immediately  to  the  hospital. 

No  lunatic  patients,  as  such,  are  admitted  into  the  Cork-street  hospital ; when  mania 
supervenes  on  fevers,  as  not  unfrequently  happens,  the  patient  is  removed  from  the  fever 
wards  to  those  in  the  under-ground  floor  of  the  buildings,  and  which  is  generally  unoccupied. 
This  floor  might  at  all  times,  (more  especially  in  the  intervals  of  epidemics,)  be  advan- 
tageously employed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  labouring  under  mental  diseases,  monomania, 
melancholy,  Ikc.  &c.  Cholera  cases  supervening  on  other  forms  of  disease,  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital : e.g.,  Anne  Murray,  aged  49,  was_  admitted  on 
I3tk  December  1832,  with  severe  dyspnoea  and  general  anasaria,  symptoms  which  she  stated 
to  have  succeeded  to  violent  vomiting,  accompanied  with  acute  spasmodic  pains  of  the  belly 
and  limbs,  and  she  stated  this  attack  to  have  commenced  nearly  three  weeks  before;  this, 
together  with  other  cases  which  may  be  found  in  my  ComparativeView  of  Cholera,  published 
>111832,  compared  with  the  registry  at  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital,  and  with  the  reports 
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published  in  1823  and  1828,  clearly  proves,  that  cholera  did  prevail  in  the  institution  not 
withstanding  the  restrictions  to  its  admission  in  the  last  three  years.  ’ 

The  clergy  of  all  persuasions  have  free  ingress  and  egress  ; but  no  chaplain  of  any  creed  has 
been  appointed.  Patients,  even  in  dangerous  cases,  cannot  always  see  their  own  clergymen 
when  they  require  them : this  I have  known  in  several  cases  to  cause  great  distress  of  mind 
and  sometimes  to  interfere  with  the  recovery  of  the  patients.  I am  not  aware,  for  several 
years  at  least,  of  either  clergy  or  laity  obtrusively  interfering  with  the  patients,  or  of  any 
theological  or  controversial  tracts  having  been  circulated  amongst  them.  ' ^ 

There  is  a regular  diet,  divided  into  low,  middle  and  full  diet,  but  there  is  none  for  parti- 
cular diseases.  Some  extra  comforts  are  allowed,  such  as  arrow-root  for  the  new-born 
children  of  mothers  affected  with  bad  fevers  or  pestilential  disease,  the  suck  being  then 
either  deficient  or  depraved;  I have  sometimes  found  it  fatal  to  the  infant.  There  are 
other  extra  comforts,  however,  such  as  tea,  dandelion  coffee  and  sugar,  which  are  not  allowed 
although  I think  they  ought  to  be.  ^ 

An  accurate  account  is  kept,  by  the  head-nurse  and  housekeeper,  of  the  clothes  brought 
to  the  hospital  by  the  patients,  which  are  immediately  immersed  in  cold  water  and  given  to 
the  laundry-maid.  Each  patient  is  provided  with  an  hospital  dress  previous  to  being 
removed  into  any  of  the  wards.  ° ’ 

The  management  of  the  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital  is  vested  in  a committee,  consisting 
of  the  trustees  and  six  other  persons,  elected  annually  by  the  governors,  .• 

A donation  of  twenty  guineas,  paid  in  any  one  year,  makes  the  donor  a governor 
or  life,  and  annual  subscribers  of  two  guineas  or  upwards  are  also  governors,  pro- 
vided that  no  such  aunual  subscriber  shall  vote  at  the  election  of  members  of  the  manamng 
committee,  unless  his  name  shall  have  been  on  the  books  of  the  institution  for  one  whole 
year  previous  to  such  election,  and  unless  he  shall  have  paid  his  subscription  for  the  year  in 
which  he  shall  tender  his  vote,  together  with  all  arrears  thereof.  The  managing  committee 
may  (at  any  meeting  specially  summoned  for  the  purpose)  enlarge  the  sum  necessary  to 
constitute  a governor. 

Dr.  Renny,  who  is  director-general  of  hospitals  in  Ireland,  and  physician  to  the  Royal 
Hospital,  Kilrnainham,  is  the  only  salaried  officer  who  partakes  in  the  management  of  this 
institution,  neither  is  there  any  person  ex  officio  in  the  principal  direction.  All  governors 
are  equally  entitled  to  attend  and  vote.  For  several  years  past  the  meetings  have  beeu 
regularly  attended  only  by  a few  ; I believe  the  governors  cannot  vote  by  proxy.  There  are 
minutes  secretly  kept  of  their  proceedings,  even  from  the  physicians,  though  on  a medical 
subject,  and  this,  but  particularly  of  late  years,  I found  very  prejudicial  to  the  institution. 

The  managing  committee  meet  every  Thursday,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  during 
the  months  of  November,  December,  January  and  February.  Their  minutes  are  kept  in 
secret ; their  duties  are  set  forth  in  their  rules  and  regulations  attached  to  their  annual 
report.  There  is  not  a board  of  superintendence  fixed  by  the  grand  jury;  visitors  are  > 
appointed  monthly  from  the  committee,  who  occasionally  visit  in  the  intervals  of  their 
weekly  meetings.  I believe  the  governors  very  rarely,  if  at  all,  visit  the  patients  officially : 

I have  invited  them  often  of  late  years  in  vain. 

There  are  six  resident  officers,  all  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  board,  viz.,  the  registrar, 
apothecary,  assistant  apothecary,  housekeeper,  assistant  housekeeper  and  head-nurse. 
Servants  usually  euiployed,  who  are  increased  or  decreased  according  to  circumstances,  are, 
three  porters,  two  white-washers,  twenty  nurses,  ten  female  servants,  besides  one  engineer' 
attendant  on  the  washing  apparatus,  and  an  assistant,  who  acts  as  messenger  and  inspects 
the  white-washing  of  the  apartments  from  whence  patients  are  removed  to  the  hospital. 

There  are  reports  as  to  admissions,  discharges,  cures,  deaths,  &c.:  they  are  printed  and 
made  to  the  publm  in  general.  The  clergy,  medical  men,  gentry,  8cc.,  might  be  formed  into 
a board  of  health  in  every  district,  which  affords  persons  qualified  and  willing  to  assist  in 
a more  minute  investigation  of  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  continuance  of  the  institution  does  not  depend  upon  the  bounty  of  a few,  but  partly 
upon  the  interest  of  bequests,  and  chiefly  on  Parliamentary  grants.  Subscriptions  are  not 
accompanied  by  any  stipulation.  I should  suppose  the  existence  of  the  institution  depends 
upon  the  original  rules  and  regulations,  on  the  faith  of  which  these  .bequests  and  grants 
have  been  made.  The  average  annual  receipts  for  the  last  three  years  ending  31st  March 
1834  have  been  5,230/.  4 s.  The  average  expenditure  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
4>759^'  19  s-  There  are  not  any  sums  of  money  left  in  the  hands  of  the  salaried 

officers. 

The  Cork-street  Fever  Hospital  is  one  of  the  largest  fever  hospitals  perhaps  in  Europe, 
and  if  under  a more  liberal  direction  might,  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  objects  of 
the  institution,  be  made  a most  effective  school  for  medical  and  surgical  instruction.  The 
extensive  wretchedness  and  poverty  of  the  district  in  which  the  hospital  is  situated  always 
furnishes  to  its  wards  an  abundant  supply  of  every  prevailing  epidemic.  Few  are  the  cases 
which  would  not  afford  abundant  subject  matter  for  a clinical  lecture ; and  I may  add,  that 
very  many  are  the  cases  to  be  met  with  in  that  hospital  for  which  a more  watchful  and  intel- 
ligent attendant  than  the  common  hospital  nurse-tender  must  be  required;  nor  would  the 
advantage  to  the  immediate  objects  of  the  institution  by  the  admission  of  students  stop 
even  here ; for  it  is  my  conviction  that  the  pupils  would  give  to  the  physicians,  as  in  the 
Meath,  Stephens’,  Mercers’,  and  Sir  Patrick  Dunn’s  Hospitals,  very  much  more  than  an 
equivalent  for  the  salaries  they  now  receive;  and  thus  a very  important  saving  would  be 
effected,  or,  in  other  words,  a new  fund  would  be  created  for  extendiug  the  benefits  of  the 

institution. 
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institution.  Lectures  are  not  given,  neither  were  dissections  or  post-mortem  examinations  Commukioatioks. 
permitted  before  the  Anatomy  Bill  in  1834,  not  even  in  cases  in  which  the  friends  of  the  Street 

deceased  have  anxiously  desired  such  examination,  and  where  it  might  have  afforded  the  F^ver  Hospital 
most  important  assistance  to  the  cause  of  science  and  humanity.  There  is  no  provision  for  Dublin.  * 
admitting  medical  men  to  witness  surgical  operations.  As  a matter  of  fai’our,  the  surgeon  , 

might  perhaps  bring  a few  friends.  However,  in  this  institution  the  greater  surgical  opera-  w.  stoker,  esq.,  u.d. 
tions  are  of  rare  occurrence.  — ■ ■■ 

In  most  if  not  all  of  the  hospitals,  except  the  Cork-street,  dissections  and  post-mortem 
examinations  were  always  allowed  in  such  cases  as  call  for  such  dissection  or  examination, 
provided  always  that  the  friends  of  the  deceased  did  not  object.  I do  not  believe  that  such 
allowance  has  deterred  the  working  classes  from  availing  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  these 
institutions. 

In  midsummer  pestilential  diseases  prevail;  in  autumn  dysentery  and  cholera;  pectoral  Nature  of  Disease, 
disease  in  winter;  epidemic  influenza  in  spring;  typhus  disease  or  malignant  cholera  in 
summer  and  antumn.  Fevers  and  epidemics  nave  assumed  the  typhoid  tyj>e  since  1823; 
fevers,  properly  so  called,  have  decreased  as  typhus  disease  became  more  prevalent;  typhus 
disease  has  declined  as  malignant,  or,  as  some  will  have  it,  Asiatic  cholera,  prevailed.  Be- 
tween fever,  properly  so  called,  and  malignant  cholera,  there  is  scarcely  one  common 
symptom. 

There  thus  appears  to  have  been  a gradual  change  in  disease  towards  that  called  Asiatic 
cholera,  produced,  in  my  opinion,  by  changes,  however  subtle,  in  the  constitution  of  the  air, 
assisted  in  iheir  operation  by  the  local  miseries  of  the  country,  particularly  in  Ireland. 

Generally  speaking  potatoes,  and  potatoes  without  any  thing  else,  are  the  food  of  the  Causes  of  Disease. 
Irish  poor,  and  even  these  are  most  deficient  in  quantity,  and  of  a coarse  quality.  I do  not  Food, 
think  the  full-grown  potato  unfit  for  food  at  any  season  of  the  year,  at  least  till  it 
has  been  exhausted  by  its  vegetation,  which  commences  in  the  spring.  The  unripe  potato, 
or  the  exhausted  potato,  which  happens  about  the  same  period,  I believe  to  be  a common 
cause  of  disease  among  the  poor.  I am  sure  the  use  of  them  at  such  periods  has  been  a 
fruitful  source  of  disease  at  all  times,  but  more  especially  since  our  epidemics  have  assumed 
the  characteristics  of  malignant  cholera.  That  a potato,  in  its  perfect  state,  is  as  whole- 
some food  for  the  human  species  as  any  other  articlei  either  animal  or  vegetable,  I am 
induced  to  believe ; but  taken  alone,  as  it  is  by  perhaps  seven-tenths  of  the  poor  of  Ireland, 
through  the  entire  year,  it  predisposes  or  actually  excites  disease,  especially  in  the  season 
of  its  immaturity  or  decay,  to  a greater  extent  than  in  any  other  country  not  so  dieted. 

The  greater  prevalence  in  Ireland  of  malignant  cholera,  and  other  pestilential  diseases,  is 
chie%  referable,  I think,  to  that  cause.  But  whether  the  greater  prevalence  of  such  pesti- 
lential diseases  in  Ireland  is  rightly  to  be  considered  the  cause  of  dropsy  to  a greater  extent, 
amongst  ail  ages,  in  Ireland  than  in  England,  or  should  be  traced  back  to  the  causes  of 
these  pestilential  diseases  themselves,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  whilst  dropsy  in  England  is 
confined  either  to  the  intemperate  or  the  aged,  numbers  of  young  persons  living  entirely  on 
potatoes  sink,  attacked  by  this  disease,  every  day,  in  Ireland,  prematurely  into  their  graves.* 

In  the  famine  of  1817-18-19,  the  poor  were  driven  to  the  use  of  all  green  vegetables  they 
found  within  their  reach ; and  the  succeeding  epidemic,  greatly  enhanced  as  it  had  been  by  that 
circumstance,  assumed  forms  of  peculiar  virulence.  From  the  use  of  some  of  these  un- 
wholesome vegetables,  more  noxious  than  the  rest,  grew  cholera  and  other  forms  of  bowel 
complaints.  A mixture  of  fresh  animal  and  vegetable  food,  in  generous  allowance,  appears 
now,  by  the  universal  consent  of  medical  practitioners  and  writers  of  reports  on  the  epi- 
demics of  this  country,  to  have  been  not  only  preventive,  but  curative,  when  judiciously 
administered.  In  the  epidemic  of  the  last  four  years,  fruit  and  some  vegetables,  especially 
the  potato  in  its  exhausted  or  unripe  state,  have  been  found  to  predispose  to  an  attack  of 
cholera,  and  often  deemed  the  chief  cause  of  a fatal  one.  The  most  prevalent  cause  of 
actual  disease  amongst  the  poor  of  Ireland  is,  I believe,  want  of  sufficient  sustenance,  and 
the  use  of  noxious  injesta,  whether  bad  food  or  ardent  spirits,  to  blunt  the  feelings  of 
hunger  and  of  misery. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  still  prevails,  but  happily  seems  on  the  decrease.  Drink. 

Lunacy  and  idiotcy  are  often  the  result  of  the  abuse  of  spirituous  liquors,  but  the  disease 
denominated  delirium  tremens,  is  the  well  known  consequence  of  the  abuse  of  spirituous 
liquors,  and  has  of  late  years  become  much  more  frequent  than  in  my  previous  recollection; 
i have  seen  some  cases  of  it,  too,  where  fermented  rather  than  spirituous  liquors  seemed  the 

cause. 


“ Having  lately,  during  a month’s  residence  in  London,  compared  the  average  ages  of  the  parents  of 
families,  on  the  tombs  in  the  public  cemeteries,  with  those  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin,  I am  enabled  to 
state  that  the  average  duration  of  human  life  appears  to  be  much  longer  in  the  former  than  in  the 
latter  city,  and  in  a ratio  which,  I am  persuaded,  would  greatly  surprise  those  who  have  never  insti- 
tuted a similar  comparison.  In  revising  the  manuscript  of  this  Report,  as  to  the  greater  prevalence  of 
some  mortal  disease?,  particularly  the  dropsy,  amongst  the  young  in  Ireland  than  elsewhere,  I feel  it 
my  duty,  with  a similar  view,  to  state  my  more  recent  observations  also  on  England. — London,  June 
11,  1836.  I would  further  observe,  that  in  comparing  the  register  of  deaths  which  occur  in  (he  work- 
houses  in  England,  with  those  that  take  place  in  the  cnly  institutions  in  Ireland  that  resemble  them,  a 
similar  result  is  obtained  as  to  the  average  length  of  life  amongst  the  poor  of  both  countries.  It  seems 
to  me  a matter  of  much  importance  that  this  inquiry  should  be  pursued  further,  more  especially  at  the 
present  period,  when  a legislative  provision  for  the  Irish  poor  is  in  actual  contemplation. 

Sec  my  observations  on  Dropsy,  part  ist  Dublin,  1823,  page  48  to  108,  also  part  2d  Dublin,  1829, 
page  209  to  238. 

0.5.  3 M 
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COilMUNICATIONS. 

Cork  Street 
Fever  Hospital. 
Dublin. 

W.  Stoker,  esq.,  k.d. 


Causes  of  Disease 
peculiar  to  Towns. 


Causes  of  Disease 
peculiar  to  Rural 
Districts. 


Boards  of  Health. 
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cause,-  at  least  where  the  quantity  of  spirits  drank  was  small  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  beer  or  porter.  Delirium  tremens,  often  fatal,  sometimes  terminates  in  paralysis  of  bodv 
or  mind,  or  both.  Whether  these  cases  of  idiotcy  or  palsy  be  directly  or  indirectly  produced 
by  the  use  of  ardent  and  fermented  or  other  liquors,  I can  state  that  the  habitual  abuse 
which  led  to  them  is  very  generally  incurable.  Fermented  liquors,  even  in  the  abuse  of 
them,  are  less  pernicious  than  ardent  spirits ; but  a substitution  for  both  in  the  beverage 
of  the  poor,  must  be,  I think,  a grand  desideratum  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  poor,  I have  no  doubt  that  ardent  spirits  are  frequently  resorted  to  by  the  poor 
•(according  to  their  own  well  known  phrase)  "to  drown  grief,”  or  in  other  words  to  gain  by 
inebriation  a respite  from  the  painful  sense  of  the  want  of  every  thing.  I do  not  doubt 
that  it  would  much  conduce  to  the  health  of  the  poorer  classesj  if  beer  could  be  substituted 
for  spirits ; but  until  the  condition  of  the  poor  shall  have  been  ameliorated,  1 fear,  for  the 
reason  immediately  preceding,  that  the  possibility  of  such  substitution  would  be  very 
doubtful.  ^ 

Although  I think  that  the  cold  and  damp  of  this  climate,  and  the  ardent  character  of 
the  Irish,  and  the  wretchedness  of  the  poorer  classes  have  produced  a common  and 
excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits,  which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  check,  I am 
certain  that  the  production  of  any  cheering  and  nutritious  beverage  within  the  means  of 
the  poor,  would  be  most  desirable,  and  that  very  many  who  now  leave  their  reason  with 
their  pence  in  the  whisky-shop,  would  gladly  mend  their  ways,  if  they  could  bring  home 
a comfortable  supper  for  themselves  and  their  families.  But  I fear  that  it  would  be 
scarcely  possible  to  reduce  the  price  of  tea,  coffee,  or  cocoa  so  very  low  as  to  bring  it 
within  the  reach  of  the  Irish  poor ; it  is  therefore  with  infinite  pleasure  I suggest  a 
preparation  of  dandelion,  which,  in  appearance  and  flavour,  is  very  like  coffee,  and  which 
might  be  produced  so  cheaply,  that  even  the  most  wretched  could  easily  procure  it.  Of 
the  benefit  of  the  root  of  the  red  stemmed  dandelion  (taraxacum;  prepared  as  it  may  be 
very  cheaply  for  the  poor  in  the  greatest  abundance  in  autumn,  to  provide  against  the 
periodical  famine  of  the  succeeding  year,  I can  now  speok  with  full  confidence  from  very 
extensive  experience  of  its  use  under  the  form  of  coffee;  I have  prescribed  it  extensively 
both  for  preventing  and  curing  not  only  cholera,  but  also  other  stomach  and  bowel 
complaints,  which  in  the  seasons  of  famine  are  the  harbingers  of  dropsy  and  marasmus  to 
an  extent  unknown  in  England,  or  in  any  other  countries  where  such  visitations  of  famine  do 
not  occur.* 

Further  particulars  of  its  preparation  may  be  seen  in  my  pathological  observations, 
part  2d,  Dublin,  1829,  and  part  3d,  1830.  As  to  its  utility  see  Dr.  Paris’s  Pharmacologia. 

The  want  of  work  causes  much  more  mental  and  corporeal  disease  amongst  the  poor 
operatives  of  Dublin  than  the  manner  or  materials  in  which  tlvey  have  been  employed  ; this 
has  been  evident  in  the  rise  and  growth  of  all  our  epidemical  and  • pestilential  diseases, 
almost  as  much  so  as  even  deficiency  of  food,  and  of  the  other  necessaries  of  life.  In  the 
famine  of  1827,  which  was  clearly  the  result  of  want  of  employment,  the  prevailing  sickness 
was  excited  most  remarkably  by  it  amongst  the  English  and  Scotch  operatives,  and  when 
forced  of  necessity  to  work  on  the  roads  for  food,  and  leave  their  looms  and  other  modes  of 
manufacture,  they  relinquished  with  them  all  their  previous  hopes  and  habits.  The  rise  and 
growth  of  pestilence  in  Dublin  for  the  last  thirty-seven  years  is,  I believe,  attributable  to 
similar  causes.  There  is  of  late  much  less  ground  of  complaint  of  imperfection  of  the  pave- 
ment of  lanes,  alleys,  stagnant  water,  8cc.,  than  has  been  generally  supposed.  In  my  report 
for  the  years  1820  and  21  I pointed  to  numerous  sources  of  noxious  effluvia  which  then 
did,  but  do  not  now,  exist. 

The  improvements  in  Dublin,  and  draining  its  neighbourhood,  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
have  removed  those  marshes  and  large  pools  of  stagnant  water  which  had  been  productive 
of  agues,  intermittent  fevers.  Hence  those  paroxysmal  cycles,  which  were  before  so  remark- 
able even  in  continued  fevers,  have  greatly  abated. 

This  is  partly  attributable  to  the  correction  of  malaria,  but,  as  stated  in  my  report,  No,  5, 
1828,  other  causes,  namely,  moral  and  physical  ones  have  produced  pestilence,  and  in  the 
same  degree  have  obliterated  the  distinctions  between  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers. 

With  the  causes  of  disease  peculiar  to  rural  districts  I am  little  acquainted,  but  I believe 
poverty  is  the  chief  of  them  as  well  as  in  the  metropolis ; its  attendant  evils  too  are  in  most 
cases  not  dissimilar.  The  want  of  good  bedding,  the  damp  of  the  floors  on  which  the  poor 
lie,  the  want  of  windows  to  give  light  by  day,  or  exclude  the  cold  by  night,  and  the  want  of 
chimneys  or  other  sufficient  vent  for  smoke  and  foul  air,  all  are  common  to  the  poor  of  Dub- 
lin, and  all  are  productive  of  mental  and  bodily  disease. 

There  have  been  boards  of  health  with  reference  to  cholera,  which  possessed  powers  to 
compel  the  adoption  of  sanatory  measures,  not  only  in  Dublin,  where  they  sat,  but  over 
Ireland  in  general. 

(signed)  W.  Stoker, 

loth  April  1835.  21,  York-street, 


* Sir  James  Murray,  m.d.  ^nd  Messrs.  Price,  Kinslagh  and  Evans,  apothecaries  of  Dublin,  bear 
testimony  to  the  salutary  effects  consequent  on  the  use  of  dandelion,  and  of  an  extensive  sale  of  the  root 
effected  by  them  annually. 
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for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  IRELAND. 
CONNAUGHT— Galway. 


Claranbridge  and  Kilcolgan  Dispensary. 


Ballygar  Dispensary. 


Clifdcn  Dispensary. 


Medical  Officer  and  Committee. 


Martin  A.  Evans,  Esq. 


established  in  1826. 


Clifden  Dispensary,  establislied  in  the  year  1819, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  medicine  and  advice  to 
the  sick  poor  in  this  neighboiirhood. 


Athleague,  Kilroran,  and  parts  of  Killyan, 
county  Gal'vay;  and  part  of  Tissrara,  county 
Roscommon. 


Five  parishes ; four  of  them  in  county  of  G 
nd  one,  namely,  BofBn  Island,  county  May< 


Roscommon  Infirmary,  eight  miles  distant  to 
the  north ; Ahaseragh  Dispensary,  eight  miles  dis- 
tantto  the  south ; Mount  Bellew  Dispensary,  eight 
miles  distant  to  the  west. 


In  the  town  of  Galway  (which 
, miles  from  Claranbridge),  there  is 
j infirmary,  and  “■  ■ ' 


about  ten 
a hospital, 


From  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  fever  in  this  dis- 
trict, the  inhabitants  are  now  struggling  to  erect  a 
small  fever  hospital;  the  foundation  is  merely  laid, 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  present  funds  will 
not  half  finish  it ; and  this  is  the  more  to  be  de- 
plored, as  the  county  infirmary  and  fever  hospital 


dispensaries. 


Clifden. 


other  hospital,  infirmary  or  dispen- 


Tliere  is  not  any  dispensary  nearer  than  that  of 
Westport,  thirty-five  Irish  miles  to  the  north ; and 
tliat  of  Outerard,  twenty-six  miles  to  the  south. 


sary  within  my  district. 


I attend  only  the  Ballygar  Dispensary.  I reside 
at  Roscommon,  eight  miles  distant,  and  attend 
ercry  Wednesday,  and  on  other  days,  if  occasionally 
required. 


I only  attend  one,  the  Claranbridge  and  Kil- 
colgan ; it  being  a new  dispensary,  salary  is  not 
yet  fixed.  Two  in  the  week,  Monday  and  Frid.ay. 
I am  obliged  to  attend  any  day  in  case  of  urgency. 


0 not.  The  salary  paid  me  is  lOOf.  per  an- 
, and  I attend  th^  days  weekly,  but  urgent 


It  would  be  quite  impracticable  to  give  my  per- 
sonal attendance  in  all  such  cases,  from  the  extent 
of  district,  but  always  do  so  in  serious  cases,  as  there 
is  not  another  medical  man  in  the  whole  of  Cun- 


I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  personally  where 
ncdical  or  surgiral  aid  is  necessary. 


and  results 


All  applications, 
gistered. 


In  1831,  relieved  1,050;  in  1832,  1,300;  in 
1833,  1,400.  Principal  diseases  treated : fever, 
d)'spep8ia,  bowel  complaints,  measles,  small-pox, 
accidents,  dropsy. 


In  the  years  1830  and  1831  upwards' of  3,000 
have  been  attended  annually ; since  that  time  there 
has  been  a diminution,  from  a fear  of  the  doctors 
and  medicine,  to  whom  the  peasantry  attribute  the 
propagation  of  cholera.  The  diseases  treated  gene- 
rally have  been  fever,  dysentery,  cholera,  scarlatina, 
small-pox;  diseases  of  skin,  dyspepsia. 


The  dispensary  being  but  five  months  esta- 
dished,  from  the  variety  of  diseases  that  come 
mder  my  care,  it  would  be  impossible  at  present  to 
cake  a statement.  A book  of  the  natural  treat- 
aent  of  cases  will  be  produced  at  the  end  of  the . 
ear,  according  to  rule. 


By  the  committee,  who  purchase  from  Messrs, 
•leuton  & Co.,  Dublin. 


The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Boileau  & Geoige, 
druggists,  88,  Bride-street,  Dublin,  by  an  order 
com  the  committee. 


Amount  of  funds  received  for  1831  - c6.204  0 0 
Ditto  . - - 1832  - 164  0 0 

Ditto  . - - 1833  - 160  0 0 

The  above  sums  have  not  alone  been  entirely  ex- 
pended in  each  successive  year,  bat  the  establish- 
ment is  now  in  debt. 


Expenditure. 
£.bi  5 2i 


As  the  dispensary  is  of  so  short  a date,  the  qiies- 
ions  cannot  be  answered. 


OBKEUAL  HEADS 


EXPENDITUBE. 


By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  also  by  a grand 
jury  presentment  from  one  county  alone. 


By  subscriptions  and  presei 


off  county  of  I 


The  gently  here  bear  a very  small  propnrti' 


alteration  in  the  distribu- 
line  of  thfl  noti-residenli  of  Ibe 


cannot. 


I cannot 
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CONNAUGHT— Gaiwat. 

Dnumoro  Dispensary. 

EyrecOTirt  Dispensary. 

Glanamadda  Dispensary. 

J.  PrenJergatt,  Esq.,  M.S.,  U.S.C.S.L. 

— 

Michad  KMy,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant 

Dunmorc  Dispensary,  est^lislied  in  the  year 

leis. 

Eyiecourt  Dispensary,  March  1832. 

The  dispensary  to  which  I am  appointed  medial 
superbtendent  is  called  Glanamadda  Dispensarv- 
I am  not  connected  with  any  other ; said  dispeneiL 

was  established  b the  year  1826.  ’ 

Ten  parishes,  same  in  the  county  Galieay,  same 
in  the  county  Mayo,  and  one  in  & j^uunty  Rob- 

1 

Six  parishes,  all  in  same  county. 

Tnam,  Glanamada  and  ItCltown  Dispensaries. 

Ballinasloe  and  Portumna  Dispensaries. 

There  is  a dispensary  m Dunmorc,  hut  no  infir- 
mary or  hospital  nearer  than  Roscommon,  wludiB 
very  far  distant. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  my  dis- 
trict ; but  there  are  three  dispensaries,  two  of  them 
.within  seven  miles  of  this,'  the  third  within  nine 
miles.  Cannot  say  what  salary  or  other  emoluments 
derivedbythemedicalEentlemenfor  attending  them.  . 

There  is  none  of  tither  in  my  district. 

lam  not  aware  of  ^y  other  dispensary,  hospital 
or  infirmary  within  my  district 

I .attend  only  the  Dunmore  Dispensary,  for  which 
I am  allowed  1001.  a year  for  attending  two  days 
in  the'  week ; it  is  eight  miles  fiom  Tuam,  which  is 
my  residence,  but  is  attended  every  day  in  the 
week  by  my  assistant. 

Not  more  than  one  dispensary ; I attend  this  two 
days  m the  week,  and  the  sick  at  any  time  when  ; 
required,  for  which  I receive  80i  per  annum.  ! 

I do  not  attend  more  than  one  diapensaiy,  infii- 
mory  or  hospital ; I am  obliged  to  give  constant 
attendance;  I am  allowed  701.  yearly  for  attendini 

I do  not  think  it  necessary,  in  all  cases,  to  ^ve 
my  pcrsodal  attendance ; but  I do  when  the  cases 
differ  from  the  ordinary  run  of  diseases. 

Most  certainly,  at  all  times  and  all  hours  when 
required,  and  at  their  own  houses. 

Certainly. 

There  is  a icgbter  kept  of  all  the  cases  and  ap- 
plications for  relief,  and  of  their  results. 

There  is  a registry  of  all  the  cases,  wliich  is  laid 
before  the  local  committee,  and  afterwards  before 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  previous  to  the  re- 
newal of  the  presentment, 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  cases,  and  prescntol 
to  the  grand  jury  for  inspection  at  the  spring 

Number  relieved  in  1831  - - 2,236 

Ditto  - - 1832  - - 2,250 

Ditto  - - 1833  - - 2,372 

6,868 

We  close  our  year  every  30th  of  June. 

The  number  fi  om  March  1832  to  the  present 
date  (1st  December  1833)  amount  to.  1,970. 
To  give  a general  statement  would  be  impossible,  | 
they  partake  of  such  variety. 

There  liave  been  upwards  of  15,000  persons  re- 
lieved within  the  last  three  yeais.  An  account  of 
all  the  diseases  treated  would  occupy  more  space 
than  1 have  room  for. 

We  are  sometimes  imposed  upon. 

N«». 

Never;  because  it  is  a rule  on  my  books,  that 
none  shall  receive  medicine  who  arc  able  to  pay  for 
it. 

The  medicines  are  paid  for  out  of  the  general 
fund,  and  supplied  by  Leslie  & Co.,  40,  Bride- 
street,  Dublin. 

Purchased  out  of  the  dispensary  fund  from 
Messrs.  Boileau  8e  George,  Druggists,  Dublin. 

By  my  druggist,  who  sends  the  medicine  direct- 

The  amount  of  receipt  for  the  la.st  three  years  was 
2201.  each  year,  including  Bubscriptions,  county 
grantB,  and  some  fines  recrived  fiom  Ballymoo  and 
Mltown  petit  sesrions.  The  expenditure  the  two 
years  before  the  last,  which  ended  on  the  30th  June 
last,  was  under  the  amount  received  by  111.  and  121.; 
but  the  last  year  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  re- 
ceipts by  31.  11s.  Physician’s  and  apothecary’s 
salaries,  house-rent,  medicines,  carriage  of  same, 
fuel,  Stc.,  are  the  general  heads  of  expenditure. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure- 

1833  .£.107  0 0 1 £.114  7 Oj 

GEyaaAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENEITUBE. 

1833. 

Salaries,  Rent,  &c.  - - £.85  0 5 

Medicbes  - - . 23  17  7 

Sundries  - - - 505J 

The  amount  of  receipts,  bcluding  subscriptions 
and  presentment  for  the  last  three  years,  aiaountcJ 
to  3651. ; 1601.  of  which  I have  icceivc<li  niy 
assistant,  451. ; druggist,  1201. ; house-icnt,  301.; 
prmting  circulars,  &c.,  10 1. ; repairs,  &c. 

Half  by  subscription  and  half  by  presentment, 
and  entirely  off  the  county  Galway. 

By  subscription  and  presentment  off  this  county 

By  voluntary  contribution  or  subscription,  and  by 
presentment  tom  the  grand  jury  of  tiie  county. 

The  ])resent  funds  flre  merely  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide medicines,  pay  house-rent,  horse-hiie  for  visit- 
.ing  patients,  supjiortiog  those  in  tiie  town  upon 
whom  surgical  oper.ationa  are  performed,  and  pay- 
• bg  the  medical  officers.  I do  not  see  how  they 
could  be  more  efficiently  laid  out  for  the,  relief  of 
the  poor. 

I cannot. 

1 . ' 

In  my  opinion  there  ought  to  be  a small 
or  infirmary  in  each  district,  and  funds  for  tM 
supply  of  food,  clothbg  and  medical  attendimcc  lor 
those  who  have  no  suitable  accommodation  tor 
themselves  at  home. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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Glanamadda  Dispensary. 

j Headford  Dispeusaiy. 

KUlane  Dispensary. 

Michael  Kelly,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant.  - 

A.  Hackett,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

F.  Harrison,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  name  of  the  dispensary  under  my  care  is 
the  Gianamadda  Dispensary ; oniy  one,  established 
foul  years. 

1 Headford  Dispensary,  established  1st  February 
1833. 

The  Killane  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1 822,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor. 

The  number  of  parishes  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  diepensary  ai'e  about  five  or  six,  in  the  county 
of  Gala-ay. 

1 There  are  seven  .parishes  in  the  union  of  Head- 
ford  ; but  we  do  not  confine  ourselves  to  any  par- 
ticular district,  hut  give  medical  aid  to  all  cases  of 
disti'css  that  comes  from  any  of  the  adjoining  ones, 
and  even  in  the  county  of  31ayo. 

: Six  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

There  are  dispensaries  at  the  foUovnng  places : 
Duamore,  Mount  Bellew,  Ballygar ; each  place  has 
a dispensary. 

Annadown  village  dispensary,  within  eight  miles 
' of  liere. 

Ballinasloc  dbpensary,  Ahascragh  dbpensary  and 
the  Loughrea  dispensary. 

I do  not  know'of  the  salaries  or  other  regulations 
leloDgiog  to  any  hospital  or  dispensary  except  the 
one  under  my  care. 

There  is  no  infirmary,  hospital  or  dispensary 
within  eight  miles  of  this ; the  infirmary  16  miles 
distant. 

Not  any. 

I do  not  attend  more  than  one  dispensary  Ovo 
days  in  the  week;  but  it  is  open  every  day,  and  a 
person  to  dispense  medicine  there : my  salary  is  from 
silty  to  seventy  pounds  per  year. 

One  dispensary,  where  I reside ; attendance  three 
days  in  the  week,  and  every  day  in  case  of  acci- 

I attend  only  one,  and  reside  on  the  premises. 
' Salary,  901.  per  annum.  I attend  the  dispensary 
' three  days  in  each  week ; acute  diseases  and  aeci- 
' dents  at  all  times. 

Whenever  any  case  occurs  requiring  medical  or 
Birjical  aid,  I always  attend  to  them  personally. 

Yes,  in  aU  cases  where  the  poor  require  it. 

Certainly  1 do. 

There  is  always  a case-hook  in  the  dispensary, 
b which  is  kept  a registry  of  all  the  cases  applying, 
together  with  the  treatment  and  result,  which  hook 
is  submitted  to  a committee  of  thegrand  jury  every 

Yes,  a registry  of  every  day’s  attendance  b kept, 
which  is  sent  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  county 
of  Galway  every  assizes.  i 

Such  a register  is  kept  of  all  serious  cases. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  for  the  last  three 
years  has  been  about  1,300  each  year ; fevers, 
eniptite  diseases,  accidents  of  every  kind,  rheuma- 
tic complnints,  and  some  hod  cases  of  midwifery. 

9,760  persons  have  been  attended  and  treated  for 
the  year  commencing  1st  February  1833,  and  end- 
ing 1st  February  1834,  of  which  7,126  have  been 
relieved. 

Relieved  in  1830,  1,099;  in  1831,  1,087;  in 
1832,1,236.  At  least  as  many  more  cases  have 
been  treated,  but  were  not  considered  of  sufficient 
consequence  for  registry.  The  diseases  generally 
treated  are,  fovers,  general  inflammatory  diseases, 
dyspepsia,  dropsies,  jaundice,  scrofula,  small  pox, 
measles,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Pulmonary  diseases  and 
rlieumatisra  prevail  very  much  in  this  district. 

The  persons  recoraraendii^  objects  to  dispensary, 
arc  m a few  instances  imposed  on  ; but,  generally 
^leaking,  almost  every  creature  in  that  district  is 
too  poor  to  pay  for  medicine  or  medical  advice. 

Never. 

It  seldom  occurs. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  treasurer  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  dispensary. 

By  A.  F.  & C.  Leslies,  Dru^ists,  Bride-street, 
Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  of  the  dis- 
pensary. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & 
George,  Dru^ists,  Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the 
local  treasurer  fi  om  the  funds  of  the  dbpensary. 

The  amount  of  receipts  for  the  last  three  years 
has  been,  between  subscriptions  and  county  grant, 
1201.  or  1301. ; my  salary,  druggbt’s  bill,  assist- 
aats  salary,  house-rent,  stationery,  printer’s  bill, 
stamiB,  fuel,  linen,  calico,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1833  - i£. 205  0 0 - about  ‘£.200  0 0 

* The  account  not  having  been  yet  laid  before  the 
Committee,  I cannot  state  the  exact  sum. 

Receipt.  1 

1830  - £.140  11  6 1 

1831  - 150  2 6i 

1832  - 138  3 10  il 

1 Expenditure. 
£.134  6 7J 
141  9 8 

1 135  6 11 

, It  IB  supported  by  eubscriptions,  and  tlie  grand 
jury  grant  a amilar  sum  off  the  county  j only  ob- 
from  the  county  of  Galway, 

By  subscriptions,  and  aided  by  presentment  on 
the  county  of  Galsvay. 

It  b supported  by  private  subscription  and  county 
presentment  off  the  county  of  Galway  alone. 

1 think  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  are  distri- 
togS  ^ advantage  under  the  present 

I do  not  know  any  better  way  than  our  present 
mode  of  distribution. 

I cannot  suggest  how  our  very  limited  fends  could 
be  more  judiciously  applied  than  they  are  at  pro- 
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Killian  Dispensary. 

Kiltolla  Dispensaiy. 

Louglirea  Dispensar 

Y- 

rf  of  the  sick 
w;  instituted 

®«iical  prac- 
1 of  Loughn^ 

tke  extensire 

.arl  Clancarty, 

John  F.  Butler,  Esq.  m.d. 

jy.  Donnell,  Esq.,  m.  p. 

Thomas  SkadweU,  Esq.  > 

There  are  under  my  medicid  superintendence  twe 
dispensaries  (one  a branch  of  the  other),  called,  from 
the  barony  they  arc  situated  in,  the  “ Killian  Dis- 
pensaries the  object  ofcachis  to  afford  advice  and 
medicine  to  the  sick  poor  of  the  district  gratis.  1 
took  charge  of  them  in  April  1831. 

' KUtoUa  Dispensary  only.  In  the  year  1821. 

Loughrea  Dispensary,  for  the  reli 
poor  of  the  town  aod  neighbomhc« 
and  established  1st  March  1821. 

My  district  includes  part  of  sii  parishes,  all  in 
the  same  county. 

Cannot  say,  as  the  subscribers  are  in  different 
parts  of  the  county. 

Not  parochial;  comprising,  in  its 
tice,  the  numerous  poor  of  the  towi 
which  contains  7,000  inhabitants; 
estates  of  the  Marquis  Clanricard,  I 
and  many  others  in  the  neighbourhoi 

The  nearest  institution  of  the  description  is  Ahas- 
cragh  Dispensary,  which  is  a distance  of  right  Irish 
miles ; the  next  is  Ballygar  Dispensary,  which  is  nine 
Irish  inUes;  any  others  are  above  ten.  My  district 
is  about  ten  miles  in  length,  and  about  the  same 
in  breadth. 

There  is  one  in  the  town  of  Loughrea,  and  one  at 
Monivea. 

The  Kiltolla. 

There  is  no  dispensary  (save  those  I attend),  or 
other  medical  charitable  institution  within  my  dis- 

There  are  none. 

No, 

— 

I attend  only  the  two  diepensaries  above  stated ; 
one  of  which  is  situated  in  Mount  Bellew  Bridge,  the 
tora  where  I reside ; the  other  (the  branch  dispen- 
sary) is  about  two  miles  distant  from  me.  I am 
paid  1001.  per  annum  for  attending  both.  lambov 
Bridge,  and  one  in  each  week  at  the  branch  dispens; 

I only  attend  Kiltolla  dispensary,  five  miles  from 
my  residence;  salary  casual,  from  60Z.  to  801.; 
attend  two  days  in  each  week. 

ind  to  attend  two  days  in  each  week  at  Mount  BcUew 
try,  and  at  all  times  in  case  of  urgent  necessity. 

I do  not. 

Decidedly,  upon  the  receipt  of  a ricket  to  that  ef- 
fect from  a subscriber;  in  cases  of  accident  I am 
bound  to  attend  without  a ticket. 

Ido. 

1 do. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  cases,  how  disposed  of, 
and  the  result. 

There  is  a book,  in  which  the  names,  ages,  dis- 
eases and  treatment  are  kept. 

Y«,  from  the  nature  of  the  practice,  not  of  all. 
Advice,  attendance  and  medicine  are  given.  The 
result  (as  may  be  given  in  int(anal  hospital  prao- 
face)  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  from  the  ir- 
regularity of  patients’  attendance,  distance  of  resi- 
dence, and  Other  causes. 

Since  April  1831  there  have  been  upwards  of 
7,000  persons  relieved.  Tlie  diseases  most  common 
are  those  of  the  chest,  liver  and  fever ; latterly  ma- 
lignant chulera  is  very  brief. 

From  1,500  to  2,000  each  year ; it  is  imposri- 
ble,  in  so  limited  a space,  to  give  the  diseases;  but 
gener^y  fevers,  dropsies,  dyspepsia,  coughs,  and 
a var  iety  of  other  diseases. 

4,712  persons  have  been  treated  with  various  suc- 
cess ; we  know  of  many  relieved,  many  recoverai, 
and  we  have  heard  of  20  deaths.  The  diseases 
treated  are  almost  every  variety  of  chronic  ami 
acute;  dyspepsia  most  prevalent. 

Very  frequently. 

Sometimes,  as  the  medical  officer  is  obliged  to 
attend  to  the  recommendation  of  the  subscriber. 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

A list  of  the  medicines  required  is  supplied  by 
me,  and  purchased  from  the  druggist  by  the  trea- 

By  a dru^ist  from  Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  establishment. 

By  druggists. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1832  - £.124  0 0 £.133  0 0 

1833  - 162  0 0 1 163  0 0 

Receipt. 

1831  £.167  16  0 

1832  160  4 0 

1833  141  16  0 

Expenditure  the  same  as  the  receipts. 

Receipt. 

1831  - £.207  0 

1832  - 197  16 

1833  - 181  18 

GEKERAL  READS  < 

1831. 

MedicaH 

Depart- j.  £.177  18  4 
Contingencies  29  14 

( E>q 
0 £,2< 
0 H 

0 1 If 

>F  EXPENDITI 

1832. 

167  13  7 i 
30  2 5 

penditure. 

)7  0 0 
»7  16  0 
II  18  0 

1833. 
157  19  6 
23  18  6 

Su]>ported  one-half,  by  voluntary  subscription, 
the  other  by  presentments  obtained  fr’om  the  county 
of  Galway  ordy. 

By  private  subscription,  and  county  presentment 
only  from  tire  county  of  Galway. 

By  subscriptions,  and  by  county  presentment  only 
on  this  county. 

I know  of  no  alteration  in  the  distribution  of  the 
funds  that  trould  render  the  establishment  more  effi-  ■ 
cient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  I beg  to  suggest,  : 
that  a small  fever  hospital  attached  to  each  dispen- 
sary would  bo  the  means  of  very  much  chccldng  the 
extension  of  that  disease  in  the  county. 

The  funds  of  the  institution  are  subject  to  con-stant 
changes,  owing  to  subscribers  not  continuing  their  : 
subscriptions. 

The  committee  consider  the  funds  not  sufficient 
ind  would  not  bear'  diminution,  but  suggest  that  it 
would  render  this  establishment  mote  rificient  for 
the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  if  some  provision  was 
rrlded  to  supply  the  sick  and  valetudinarian  mm 
nourishment. 
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MiUto\vn  Dispensary. 


James  Slake,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 


IheMiltownDispensaryopenedMaylSth,  1833. 


It  is  diffionlt  to  define  my  district,  it  being  de- 
tstBiined  by  tbe  locality  of  subscribers.  I am  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  patients  from  ten  parishes, 
some  of  which  are  in  Mayo. 


The  dispensaries  of  Tuam  and  Dimmore. 


There  is  no  other  dispensary  within  the  above  None, 
limits!  nor  has  the  committee  determined  my  | 
salary  for  this  year,  which,  being  the  first  of  the  | 

institution,  is  more  expensive  in  fixtures,  instruments,  &c.  After  all  incident  expenses, 
there  may  be  a balance  of  between  30 1.  and  40  L 


Jlonivea  Dispensary. 


JDigiy  Freneh,  Esq. , Surgeon. 


Slonivea  Dispensary,  established  these  17  years, 
ending  next  January. 


Seven  parishes,  all  in  said  county. 


1 attend  the  Milltown  Dispensary  alone, 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  and  reside  on  the  spot. 


Yes,  I am  in  the  habit  of  doing  so  on  the  re 
quisifion  of  a subscriber,  stating  the  patient’) 
inability  to  attend  personally  at  the  dispensary. 


The  number  of  original  cases  on  the  books, 

COO  and  odd.  The  institution  has  only  been  open 
saceMay  last.— lT(ie  answer  1st. 


Peisons  whose  circumstances  are  known  to  their 
respective  landlords  to  be  above  actual  pauperism 
ociasionclly  apply  to  a distant  subscriber. 


By  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Bride-street,  Dublin, 
OB  the  application  of  the  treasurer. 


Private  subscriptions,  72L ; county  present- 
,mcnt,  621  Expenditure  as  yet  unknown. 


By  subscriptions  from  Galway  and  Mayo  r 
oots,  and  presentment  off  Galway  alone. 


m3*'?  '°stit''tion  arc  too  low  to  be 

Bded  to  any  object  beyond  the  purchase  and 
««tnbut.on  of  mediemes. 


None;  except  the  above-mentioned  o 
is  open  every  day  at  12  o’clock,  and  t 
day.s  in  each  week,  devoted  to  such  cases 
themselves  for  relief. 


A register  is  kept  of  the  occurrences  of  the 
dispensary. 


Oranmore  and  BaJlmaconrty  Dispensary. 


Geo.  Heathcote,  Esq.,  m.d. 


The  Oranmore  and  Ballinacourty  Dispensary  has 
been  abandoned  by  the  subscribers,  Imving  been 
established  only  since  January  1832. 


There  is  an  hospital  and  dispensary  in  Galway, 
about  seven  miles  from  Oranmore.  I am  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  officers’  salaries. 


I only  attended  the  Oranmore  Dispensary. 


Besides  the  regular  attendance  at  the  dispensary, 
the  subscribers  usuaDy  sent  for  the  physician  upon 
urgent  cases ; the  personal  visits,  however,  were, 
with  the  exception  of  six  or  seven,  all  voluntary. 


With  req>ect  to  the  result  of  the  application  of 
remedies  (I  presume),  such  is  the  character  of  the 
people,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  state  tins 
, result  with  any  accuracy.  Inmost  cases  they  appeal 
....  .uu  y.  uoi,riptions  of  the  physician,  to  the  judgments  of  the  old  women  famous  for  cures, 
to  their  own  imaginations,  or  even  to  the  size,  smell  and  taste  of  the  medicines  administered 
them.  In  one  case  a man,  a patient  of  mine,  with  a diseased  knee,  travelled  some  distance  to 
? “ the  priest  who  married  him,”  and  who  lead  what  is  called  “ a Gospel  over  him.” 


Ad- 


mitted. I 


Cured. 


Re- 


Dead. 


In- 


irable- 


Receipt.  I Expenditure. 
IS30  - 125  8 0 I £.  140  12  6 

1831  - 126  0 0 131  1 4 

1832  . 132  1 2 j 126  8 Oj 

• GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 


- i£.l« 


1330. 


Supjiortcd  by  voluntary  subscription,  and  as- 
sisted by  county  grant. 


Account  of  Receipt  and  Expenditure  from 
January  1832  to  October  1833 : 

Receipt,  £.246.  2.0.  E.xpenditure,  £.258.  II  SJ. 

GENERAL  BEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE  First  year. 
Furnishiug  house  as  dispensary,  £.  .v,  d. 

firing,  &c 26  15  6 

Medicines  - - - - 36  3 1 

Salary,  Physician  - - - 100  - - 

From  January  to  Oct.  1832  : 

Medicines  - - - - 16  62J 

Dispensary  boy  - - - 4 6 8 

Proportion  of  Physician’s  salary  - 75  - - 


Perhaps  the  alteration  of  the  thatched  cabins  to 
slated  ones  would  raise  the  condition  of  tliese  poor 
e to  greater  comfort  and  cleanliness  than  could 
bo  done  by  any  other  means.  It  would  save  their 


0-5. 


so  dilficuU,  owinff  to  the  iinporfccl  than 

A 4 


lof ) all  smoke  from 
lahle  them  to  prescr 
:on  only  allbrd  to  best 
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Outerarde  Dispensary. 

Portunma  Dispensaiy. 

Ballinamore  and  IGItubride  Dispensan- 

— 

John  Heron,  Esq.,  M.n. 

ma.  W.  Irmne,  Esq.,  Suigi^^j 

John  Lawder,  Esq.,  Treasurer  and 

The  Outerarde  Dispensary,  and  the  only  institu- 
tion under  my  superintendence.  It  is  situated  at 
Outerarde,  was  established  at  the  spring  assizes 

ofI831. 

Portumna  Dispensary,  established  in  1821. 

The  Ballinamore  Dispensary  and  the  Kilhfel 
ta*  W.»  ..fULiri  i.  j„ 
for  the  rehef  of  the  poor.  ‘ 

The  entire  of  one,  and  part  of  the  second  pari^ 
of  the  Established  Church,  and  two  entire  and  part 
of  two  other  parishes  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
all  in  the  county  of  Galway. 

Four  parishes.  In  the  same  comity. 

Six  parishes,  part  of  one  (DrumreiUvl  iTiTT 
county  of  Cavan. 

Tliere  is  none  of  either  nearer  than  Galway,  a 
distance  of  14  Irish  miles;  or  Clifden,  27  Irish 
miles. 

One  dispensary  in  county  of  Galway,  and  two  in 
the  adjoining  county  of  Tipperary. 

There  is  no  other  medical  or  surgical  institution  I 
whatever  in  my  district.  1 

No.  £.  66  per  annum,  with  five  shillings  for  ' 
each  midwifery  case ; paid  by  the  subscriber  who  j 
gives  the  recommendation.  1 

I attend  the  Outerarde  Dispensary  only.  The 
amount  of  my  salary  fluctuates  according  to  the 
funds  of  the  institution,  and  I attend  three  days  in 
each  week,  to  dispense  and  compound  medicines, 
and  visit  the  sick  poor  at  their  habitations,  when 
renuired,  on  the  alternate  days. 

I attend  only  the  one,  for  which  my  salary  is 
66  1.  per  annum,  and  which  is  open  two  days  in 
each  week. 

1 

I attend  two  (Kiltubride  and  Ballinamore)  j 
Kiltubride  is  seven  miles  from  Ballinamore,  wierc 
I reside,  and  which  I attend  ouly  one  day  iji  tlie 
week,  the  other,  two  days  ; for  the  former  1 receive 
281.,  and  the  latter  621.  ayear. 

1 do,  except  to  persons  who  are  not  deemed 
worthy  objects  of  ebarity,  and  who  can  afford  to 
employ  a professional  person.  j 

Ido.  ' 

In  all  cases  where  they  are  unable  to  attend  at  tlie 
dispensaries,  they  are  visited  in  their  own  houses. 

There  is,  and  bow  they  have  been  disposed  of ; 
and  in  very  many  cases  the  result ; but  in  some, 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertmn  the  result. 

The  applications  for  medical  aid,  and  a register 
of  the  cases,  with  the  results,  are  kept  by  me ; 
the  result,  in  comparison  with  the  number,  fa- 
vourable. 1 

A correct  registryis  kept  of  all  cases  recommeniM 
to  the  dispensaries. 

In  1831,  total  3,134.  Not  having  the  book  for 
this  year  just  now  here,  I cannot  give  a detailed 
account  of  the  results  accurately.  In  1832,  ad- 
missions, 1,692;  repetitions,  911  ; cured,  1,356; 
relieved,  287 ; dead,  49 ; total,  2,603. 

2,366  persons  have  received  medical  aid  within  '' 
the  last  three  years ; the  principal  diwases  being  ' 
dyspepsia,  inflammatory  tdfections  of  the  organs 
situated  in  the  chest  and  abdomen,  diseases  of  the  ' 
skin,  diseases  of  the  eye,  and  fevers.  1 

1 have  been  only  superintendent  of  the  dispen. 
saries  since  the  26th  June  1833;  within  ibt 
period,  1,300  persons  have  received  medicioe  aod 
advice. 

There  may  very  possibly,  but  not  with  my  know- 
ledge; as  my  district  (the  largest  I believe  in  the 
county)  is  so  extensive,  1 must,  in  many  instances,  i 
subscribe  small  sums  in  order  to  obtain  relief,  who  t 

It  does  occasionally,  but  by  no  means  often.  | 

ely  on  the  recommendation  of  the  subscribers ; othe 
oiJd  not  afford  to  employ  professional  advice  or  ined 

Occasionally, 
rs  there  are  who 

Out  of  the  general  fund,  and  procured  by  the 
Treasurer. 

The  medicines  ai'c  compounded  and  supplied  by 
me,  on  two  days  in  the  week,  to  those  externs  who 
are  able  to  attend  at  the  dispensary ; and  at  all 
hours,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  those  who  may 
, be  very  ill  and  unable  to  attend. 

Any  medicines  ordered  by  me,  are  supplied  hy 
(hiiggists  in  Dublin;  BoDeau  & George  supply  the 
Ballinamore,  and  Todd  & Stanly  tbe  I^tubridc. 

Receipt. 

1831  - - - £.63  0 0 

1832  - - - 90  0 0 

1833  - - - 106  0 0 

The  expenditure,  time  docs  not  at  present  permit 
me  to  draw  out,  as  my  duties  oblige  me  to  be  in  con- 
stant attendance ; I shall,  hoivever,  as  soon  as  I can 
obtrun  sufficient  time,  forward  it. 

Receipt.  I 

1831  - £.100  13  7^' 

1832  - 102  14  slj 

1833  - 102  15  2 

GZNERAl  HEADS  OP  £ 

Medical  superintendence  - 
Rent  and  contingencies 
Balance  for  Medicines,  Carria 
and  Postage 

Expenditure. 
£.94  5 1 i 
101  9 3i 

101  0 0 

- £.66  0 0 , 
9 0 0 

ge- 

There  has  been  subscribed  this  year,  for  both 
dispensaries,  1361.,  and  the  county  give  IWl-i 
I am  unable  to  state  what  has  been  the  receipts  w 
expenditure  heretofore. 

It  is  supportetl  by  private  local  subscription,  and 
a presentment  (equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  sub- 
sciibed),  granted  by  the  grand  jury,  by  virtue  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  only  from  the  county 
of  Galway. 

By  subscriptions  and  presentment  from  one 
county,  vis.  county  of  Galway. 

By  subscription  and  presentment  from  the  county 
1 of  Leitrim. 

I really  cannot  at  this  moment ; for  although  it 
may  appear  like  egotism,  I do  not  think  the  small 
funds  hy  which  thus  charity  is  supported,  could  be 
more  prudently,  more  usefully,  or  more  satisfactorily 
distributed. 

I cannot  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  small  funds  of  this  establishment. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  (f  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


CONNAUGHT— Leitkim. 


Dromod  and  Cloone  Dispensaries. 

DrumaJiaivc  Dispensary. 

Manor  Hamilton  Dispensary. 

iniltam  Burke,  Esq.,  Surgeuu,  aoiU  , 
J.  Nesbitt,  iun.,  Esq.,  Secretary.  ' 

— 

Surgeon  Durdas  and  Committee. 

X)icDroraod  and  Cloone  Dispensaries ; Dromod, 
etablislieil  27tlx  November  1829;  Cloone,  esta- 
yjsbtd  iu  tbe  year  1830,  to  afford  further  relief. 

Drumahaire  Disjjcnsary. 

Manor  Hamilton  Dispensary. 

Sctoii  parislies;  in  county  Roscommon,  Kil- 
jnon,  Kilglass,  Jannon ; county  Lcitiim,  AnnadufF, 
jIoUJI.  aoonc,  Fenagh. 

Three  and  a half;  all  in  Leitrim,  except  the  half 
parish,  wliich  is  iu  the  county  Sligo. 

Seven;  one  in  tiic  county  of  Cavan. 

Lritrim  Infirm.ary,  nine  miles ; Longford  Infir- 
mary, tea  miles,  with  dispensaries  attached ; and 
{joliiU  Di^Moaary,  five  miles. 

IVIanor  Hamilton,  Drumahaire  and  Sligo. 

A dispensary  at  Drumahaire,  seven  miles  distant. 

There  is  not. 

None. 

1 attend  Dromod  on  each  Friday,  six  miles,  and 
QeoDC  cacli  Tuesday,  nine  miles,  from  residence; 
sdary  501.  per  annum. 

Only  one. 

I attend  but  the  one  dispensaiy. 

By  a regidation  of  the  committee,  when  patients 
ara  unable  to  attend  the  dispensary,  on  their  getting 
a certificate  to  that  effect  from  a eubscrilior,  I am 
bound  to  attend  at  their  houses,  at  5 s.  each  visit. 

Yes. 

Certainly. 

Yes,  time  is  a registry  kept.  All  persons  re- 
commeeded  by  subscribers  are  attended  to,  generally 
»ith  success. 

Yes. 

A correct  registry  is  kept ; all  applications  have 
been  attended  to ; the  various  results  soiuiot  here 
be  enumerated. 

1831  - - - 4,400 

1832  - - . 4,220 

1833  - - - 4,347 

Fever,  pleurisy,  asthma,  diarrhceii,  dysentery ; 
tboec  arc  the  general  diseases. 

Five  hundred  coses,  since  the  institution  was 
intrusted  to  me  three  months  ago. 

1880  to  1831  - - 4,279 

1831  - 1832  - - - 6,371 

1832  - 1SS3  - - - 3,488 

It  docs  but  very  seldom ; if  known  to  be  such, 
they  ire  not  attended  to. 

Yes. 

It  may  occur  that  persons  should  participate  in  the 
benefits  of  the  charity,  whose  means  would  enable 
them  to  provide  for  their  own  wiints ; but  e\-cry  pre- 
caution is  taken  against  such  contingencies. 

Purchased  by  the  committee,  and  supplied  to 
the  patients  by  tlie  surgeon  thi-ough  an  assistant, 
uho  is  paid  by  the  committee  10 1.  a year',  includ- 
aif  housc-i-eut. 

Out  of  the  fund  subscribed,  and  by  BIcssis.  Pol- 
lock, Figges  & Co. 

Purchased  from  druggists  in  Dublin. 

Subscriptions 
3c  Presentments. 
1S31  - 105  0 0 

3832  - 100  0 0 

1833  - 104  0 0 

Expenditure. 
£. 100  0 0 
93  10  0 
101  0 0 

Institution  cstiiblishcd  ouly  in  July  1032.  Ex- 
penses up  to  July  1833,  130?. 

Receipts,  meludiug 
Riduriees  in 
Trcasuier’s  hands. 

1831  - £.179  1 3 

1832  - 153  6 8 j 

■ 1833  - 187  14  6 

Expcu<fituie. 

£.148  3 9 

132  7 10 
151  14  6 

£.  309  0 0 

£.294  10  0 

1 

and  presentments  oft'  county 

Private  subscription. 

By  subscription  and  presentment  from  county 
Leitrim  alone. 

numW^f  * of  ‘3>c  institution,  in  prqjortion  to  tbe 

“"Y  further  than  medical  relief 

•^.iuotposribly  be  afforded. 

n.  .-r 

Tlic  funds  of  the  institution  under  my  charge  arc 
barely  suffieient  to  meet  its  present  demands. 

Hitherto  the  funds  of  tlie  Manor  Ilaiiiilton  Dls- 
, pensary  have  been  most  efficiently  mnjiaged,  and  wo 
cannot  suggest  auy  alteratinii  fur  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  save  an  increase  of  funds. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


JO  SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  L,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


CONNAUGHT — Leitrim,  Mayo  and  Roscommon. 


MoIiiU  and  Drumsna  Dispensaiy. 

Ends  Dispensary. 

Ballylea^e  Dispensaiy. 

— 

Matthew  Bourns,  Esq. , Surgeon  and  Accoucheur. 

B’"  G.  O’Cbnnor,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

MoHll  Dispensary,  and  DruiDSna  branci  of 
same,  established  in  the  year  1817,  to  give  medical 
and  suipcul  advice  and  medicines  to  the  poor; 
recommended  by  subscribers. 

The  Erris  Dispensary,  established  I7th  Sept. 
1830. 

Ballyleague  Dispensary,  established  bfoTT' 

Six  parishes,  or  rather  the  gt-eatcr  part  of  the 
poor  of  six  parishes ; one  parish  in  Roscommon. 

Two  parishes,  both  in  this  county. 

Five  parishes  all  in  the  same  countyTteiTI^ 
come  from  otlmr  parishes,  if  recommended  bv 
subscribers.  ‘ 

There  is  a dispensary  in  Dromod ; one  in  Elphin  j 
one  in  Strokeston,  viithin  ten  miles  of  this  town. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary,  infirmaiy  or 
public  hospital  within  ten  miles. 

Only  those  nlready  mcntionfll. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  County 
Hospital,  within  three  miles  of  Drumsna,  and  eight 
from  Moliill;  2001.  Irish  currency  allowed  the 
surgeon  of  the  infirmary,  and  501.  for  dispensary 
in  tliis  county,  with  rooms. 

Tliere  is  no  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary  i 
in  my  district,  but  the  one  above  sat  forth.  My 
salary  for  attending  it  is  75 1-  per  annum. 

Only  one  dispensary  within  ten  miles,  ami  tlie 
county  infirmary ; cannot  say  what  emoluments  die 
medical  attendants  derive. 

I attend  only  one  dispensary,  five  miles  from"  my 
residence ; and  the  dispensary  in  this  town  allowed 
a salary  of  Q21.  a year  for  every  thing,  includbig 
apothecary’s  salary,  two  days  each  week. 

Only  one,  and  that  I attend  on  two  days  in  the 

Only  one;  twice  weekly;  the  salary  varies,  some 
years  45  2.  and  some  65  2. , regulated  hy  the  number 
of  subscribers. 

I do  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  any  cases 
where  the  person  is  able  to  pay,  without  being 

I do,  subject,  however,  to  the  r^ulations  of  this 
dispensary,  a reconunendadon  ftrom  a subscriber 
being  necessary  for  each  applicant. 

I invariably  attend  the  poor  when  recommemlcd 
(or  my  mm  knowledge),  by  subscribers,  without 
any  emolument. 

There  is  a registry  kept,  with  very  little  good, 
as  the  poor  do  not  attend  regularly. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  cases,  sctdng  forth 
the  number,  name,  age,  residence,  date  of  admis- 
sion, by  whom  recommended,  diseases,  treatment, 
result  of  such  treatment  remarks,  of  every  appli- 

There  is  a register  kept ; the  applicants  have 
been  almost  cured  when  relief  was  solicited  in  time. 

Tlve  average  numbers  in  attendance  for  the  last 
three  years,  9,200.  Dyspepsia,  fevers,  variola, 
measles,  infiammation,  &c.  &c. 

Applications,  2,134 ; out  of  which  died  about 
50 ; fever,  diarrheea,  dysentery  and  scorbutic 
affections  prevail  herti 

There  have  been  at  least  3,000 ; fever,  gcniTally 
of  typhoid  class,  worms,  dentition,  dyspujisi.a,  email 
pox,  measles,  scrofula,  scurvy,  wounds  and  ulcers 
i of  various  kind  a. 

Very  often. 

I cannot  take  it  upon  myself  to  answer  in  the 
affirmative. 

; Seldom,  unless  recommended  by  a subscriber. 

By  a ilniggist. 

By  me,  a sum  of  from  20 1.  to  25 1.  being  annu- 
ally granted  by  the  committee  for  this  purpose ; 
the  medicine  account  and  medicines  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  the  approval  of  said  committee,  as  also 
every  account  pertaining  to  this  dispensary. 

By  the  treasurer’s  order,  who  accounts  on  his 
oath  to  the  grand  jury. 

2001.  a year  is  about  the  expenditure. 

£.  $.  d. 

My  salary  for  first  year,  1830-31,  75  0 0 
For  medicines  - - - - 25  0 0 

For  year  1831-32,  Salary  - - 75  0 0 

„ Medicines  - 25  0 0 

Salary  for  year  1832-33  - - 75  0 0 

Medicines  - - - • 19  5 6 

Total  for  three  years  - ^£.294  5 6 

Tlie  amount  of  receipt  for  the  last  three  years, 
3151.  Tlio  expenditure,  exclusive  of  my  sidary, 
amounted  to  sometluiig  more  than  half  that  sum. 

By  subscriptions,  and  by  presentment  from  only 
one  county. 

By  subscriptions,  donations  and  by  present-  i 
ments  obtained  from  the  county  of  Mayo,  ami 
none  hut  from  fliat  county. 

By  private  subscription  and  prcscntinoots,  and 
only  from  one  county. 

I think  there  is  great  alrase  of  all  the  charitable 
institutions  in  the  country ; there  are  many  abuses 
that  might  be  changed  and  done  away  with. 

By  reason  of  the  very  limited  funds  of  the  Erria 
Dispensary,  1 cannot  su^;est  any  alteration  that 
could  be  made  in  the  reguiarions  of  this  dispensary, 
more  likely  to  be  productive  of  Iwncfit  than  the 
present;  there  are  many  things  advisable,  but 
nothing  could  be  accomplished  without  an  increase 
of  funds. 

I cannot,  save  if  it  were  imperative  on  the  medi- 
cal olfioor  to  reside  near  his  dispensary  to  afford 
relief  in  cases  of  great  emergency  at  any  time,  as 
well  as  the  stated  days  of  attendance. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


foT  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES 


CONNAUGHT — Roscommon. 


Castlevea  County  Dispensary. 


Croglian  Dispensary. 


The  Casllerea  County  Disptaisary,  established  Craghan  Dispensary, 
in  the  year  1814. 


Portions  of  seven  parishes  in  the  counties  Ros-  Four  large  parishes  in  the  county  of  Roscora-  | Five  parishes  in  the  county  Roscommon, 
(onunon  and  Sl^o.  1 mon. 


At  Elphin,  nine  miles  from  Boyle ; French  Park,  There  are  three  other  dispensaries  within  ten  Elphin,  four  miles  and  a half ; Boyle,  five  miles ; 
seven  miles;  and  Croghan,  four  miles  and  a half  miles  of  Castlerea;  viz,  Lougldin,  French  Park  French  Park,  seven;  and  Carrick,  in  tlie  county 
and  Tulsk  dispensaries.  Leitrim,  ftye  miles. 


There  is  no  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  infir-  None, 
mary  in  my  district.  I receive  but  601.  per 
annum  as  a salary  for  my  professional  attendance. 


I attend  but  the  Ca.saevca  Dispensary.  I am  Croghan,  five  miles  from  Boyle,  where  I reside, 
required  to  attend  it  two  days  in  each  week,  from  and  also  Boyle. 

11  o'clock  a.M.  to  3 o'clock  p.jr. ; besides,  I give 
my  attendance  on  the  intermediate  days  in  any  case 
of  emergency. 


I always  give  ray  personal  attendance  whenever  When  recommended  by  subscribers, 
medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required ; both  my 
assistant  and  myself  visit  patients  at  their  respective 
houses,  when  unable  to  attend. 


A register  kept,  and  all  applications  attended  to.  A register  is  kept  of  the  persons  recommended  Yes. 

for  advice  and  medicine ; and  their  diseases,  treat- 
ment, &c.  &c.  enter  ed,  and  yearly  report  made  by 
the  phyrician  to  the  committee. 


About  17,000  applications  attended  to  for  the  It  does  not  appear  tliat  any  register  of  the  pa-  About  2,000  last  year,  and  1,700  this  present  • 
last  three  years,  embracing  every  description  of  tients  was  kept  by  my  predecessor;  but  since  I year;  I have  not  been  in  the  dispensary  for  a 
disease,  medical  and  surgical.  have  been  elected  to  the  charge  of  the  institution,  longer  time. 

I have  carefully  registered  the  names  of  the  pa- 
tients, places  of  abode,  diseases,  subsevibers’  name,  date  of  recommendation,  visits,  results  and  oliseivntions ; the  last  report  published  embraces 
from  1st  of  October  1832  to  the  20tU  of  June  1833,  and  contains  a clear  registry  of  4,486  distinct  cases;  98  persons  visited  at  their  own  houses, 
aud  eight  patients  supplied  with  patent  trusses.  The  diseases  were  of  a varied  character,  depending  very  much  on  changes  of  weather,  seasons 
and  other  causes ; the  more  common  and  frequent  being  those  arising  from  bad  food,  bad  clotliiog,  damp  and  privation. 


Occasionally,  when  recommended  by  subscribers. 


Purchased  from  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Dublin, 
from  the  dispensary  funds. 


1830  - 130  12  8 140  17  8 

1831  - 128  10  9 1 46  11  0^ 

1832  . 138  5 6 | 156  7 10| 

Genera!  heads  of  Expenditure Salaries  to  phy- 

ncans  and  surgeons,  601.  per  annum ; to  apothe- 
25 1.  j)or  annum ; medicines  average  about 
40/.  per  annum;  all  other  incidental  charges 
neatly  30?, 


Many  persons  are  recommended  to  the  institu- 
tion for  a paiticii>ation  in  the  benefits  of  the  cha- 
rity, which  is  an  abuse,  tliey  not  being  proper  ob- 
jects  for  gratuitous  relief. 

The  medicine  is  purchased  of  the  best  quality, 
from  Dublin  druggbts,  and  paid  for  by  the  trea- 
surer out  of  the  yearly  funds  ; it  is  compounded 
and  dispensed  by  my  assistant,  under  my  dimotion. 


Stanley  & Co.,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 


I cannot  give  any  statement  as  to  the  receipts  I cannot  give  the  amount  of  expeiidituve  and 
and  disbursements  during  the  years  that  my  pro-  receipt,  as  the  treasurer  is  on  government  duty  in 
decessor  was  in  office.  In  the  year  1832,  there-  the  north  of  Ireland,  lie  having  the  books, 
ceipts  were,  by  private  subscription,  85/.  9 s.  ; 
county  presentment,  85 1.  9 s.;  making  a total  of 
170/.  18s.  The  exiienditure for  medicine,  house- 
rent,  physician,  assistant  and  porter  (including  a 
balance  of  28/.  3 s.  Id.  dueformedicinesuppliedin 
the  former  year  of  my  predecessor)  amounted  to 
175/.  18s.  3d.  The  subscription  and  county 

presentraent  for  the  current  year  amounts  to  166/.  14s.  Tlvc  expeniliture  cannot  be  stated 
properly  until  the  close  of  the  year,  but  it  is  confidently  expected  that  it  will  lie  less  than  last 

year,  although  the  applications  at  the  dispensary  for  relief  have  been  much  on  the  increase. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentment  off  By  subscription  and  presentments  from  tlie 
the  county  of  Roscommon.  county  of  Roscommon. 


ne.  So  long  as  the  present  system  exists  of  cstabli^hinf*  dis-  None. 

I pensaries,  and  apuoinUne  officers  to  such  insliliitioiis,  II  . , . 

“tsn^sUny  alteration  in  thomode  of dislribating  the  funds  of  the  CosUereo  Dispensary;  but  were  I permitted  toolTer  an  opinion,  I would  strongly  recommend  lliat  Uia 
Mtoffieers  of  public  institutions  should  be  appointed  by  the  grand  juries  of  counties.  I would  recommend  the  iiilrodiictioii  of  a modified  system  of  poor  law,  which 

L ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  poor.  Dispensaries  might  tlien  be  made  more  iisefnl,  as  they  would  not  depend  upon  the  caprice  or  doubtful  patronise  of 

..Hit  with  much  dilBciilty  that  opulent  persons  who  have  many  poor  tenantry,  con  be  induced  to  give  one  pound  m aid  of  those  instituUons;  and  even  it  hoa 

set.  pioprielor,  having  a numerous  lonentry,  and  who  suliscribed  to  a dispensary,  threatened  to  ivithdraw  his  subscription,  and  even  to  do  away  with 

the  physician  refused  to  give  him,  and  his  large  family,  profcasional  attendance  gratuitously.  HospiUls  calculated  to  receive  intern  liatienls,  witit  a dispensary 
w,  weulifhe  most  desirable,  and  far  more  serviceable  to  the  peer ; one  to  be  established  in  each  market  town  containing  a poimlalion  of  1,500  persons;  dispenSUies  might 
le  suppressed,  the  county  infirmary  put  upon  a more  economical  footing,  settiog  it  on  the  same  standing  as  tUe  other  hospitsli  recommended  above, 

B 2 


induced  to  give  one  pound  in  aid  of  those  in 
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SUPPLE\^NTfo  APPENDIX  (B.)j  PART  L,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


CONNAUGHT — Roscommon. 


Elphin  Dispensaiy. 

Tarmonbany  and  KDglass  Dispensary. 

French-park  Dispensary. 

Henry  Lynch,  Esq.,  M.B.c.s. 
Michael  Dillon,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Terence  Shanly,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

Alexander  O'Ferrall,  Esq.,  u.d. 

Thd  Elpliiu  Dispensary,  €stablislie<l  on  its  pre- 
sent plan  in  1820. 

Tarroonbarry  and  Kilglass  Dispensary,  estab- 
lished November  1829,  at  Ruskey,  for  giving 
medicine  and  attendance  to  sick  poor. 

I attend  the  French-park  Dispensary  at  present. 
This  has  been,  I believe,  established  upwardsof  U 
years ; its  object  to  give  gratuitous  advice  aud  me. 
dieine  to  the  neighbouring  poor. 

Six  parishes ; namely,  Elphin,  Shankill,  Kihna- 
cumsy,  Aughritn,  Creeve  and  Cloonaff. 

' KDglass  and  Tarmonbarry,  county  Roscommon, 
Anaduff  and  Bomacoola,  Leitrim,  Cloongesh, 
Longford  ; part  of  the  last  three  parishes  is  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ruskey,  and  their  poor  come  to 
my  dispensary. 

About  seven  or  eight  parishes  are  included  in 
the  French-park  Dispensary  district,  all  in  the 
same  county. 

A dispensary  at  Cronghan,  four  miles  ilisfant ; 
one  at  Tulsk,  five  miles ; one  at  Strokestown,  five 
miles  and  a half ; one  at  Fi  ench-paik,  eight  miles ; 
at  Boyle,  nine  miles  j and  at  Canick,  seven  miles. 

Longfoid  Infirmary,  eight  mdes ; Carrick- 
an-  Shaimon,  ten ; Dromod  Dispensary,  two ; 
Drumsna,  six  ; Mohill,  six  ; (the  above  dispen- 
' saries  are  in  the  county  Leitrim)  ; Strokestown, 
eight ; Elphin,  ten,  county  Roscommon. 

' The  Elphin  Dispensary  within  eight  miles;  die 
Castlei-ea  within  eight;  the  County  Hospital  is 
eighteen  miles  distant. 

There  is  no  dispensary  nearer  than  four  Irish 
miles  distant.  The  salary  for  medical  attendance 
on  dispensaries  in  this  county  has  been  limited,  by 
a resolution  of  the  grand  jury,  to  607.  per  anniim. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  my 
district. 

In  this  district  there  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary 
(Fi'ench-park  Dispensary  excepted);  the  salary 
507.  per  annum. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary  in  Elphin,  where  I 
reside,  open  two  days  in  each  week ; a physician 
and  surgeon  are  attached  to  it,  whose  ^ary  has 
been  reduced,  in  consequence  of  the  grand  jur  y re- 
solution, from  507.  to  307.  a year  each. 

One  dispensary,  no  infirmary  or  hospital ; resi- 
dence, Strokestown,  distance  eight  miles ; amount 
of  salary,  507.  annually;  attendance  two  days  in 
each  week,  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

The  Fiench-pai'k  Dispensary  is  attended  two 
days  in  the  week ; I attend  no  other. 

i 

In  severe  illness  the  patients  are  visited  at  their 
residences,  particularly  when  so  recommended  by  a 
Bubscriircr ; domiciliary  visits  are  required  to  an 
rmusual  extent,  j 

The  committee,  consistmg  of  seven  members, 
have  reserved  a power  of  giving  house-tickets 
wherever  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required. 

If  the  case  is  urgent  and  dangerous,  1 consider  it 
incumbent  on  the  medical  attendant  to  give  Ids 
personal  assistance ; imlependcnt  of  duty,  the 
feelings  of  humanity  aud  religion  should  prompt 
every  person  to  do  good. 

Such  a i-egistcr  is  kept. 

A regular  registry  is  kept  of  all  the  applicants 
at  the  dispensary,  and  a separate  one  for  visiting- 
tickets.  The  treatment  of  the  different  dieeasee  in 
general  successful,  and  the  patients  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  attention  paid  them. 

The  most  frequent  disorders  of  adults  are  the  va^ 
rietics  of  dyspepsia  and  consequent  visceral  diseases, 
occasionally  typhus,  particularly  in  seasons  of 
scarcity ; and  in  the  winter  pulmonary  complaints 
prevail  to  a great  extent. 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  the  last  three 
years,  10,264;  visited  at  their  own  houses,  150. 

1 cannot  give  an  exact  return  of  the  persons  re- 
lieved, as  their  friends  have  not  furnished  me  with 
a list  of  the  recoveries  or  deaths.  Fevers  of  almost 
every  type,  affections  of  the  chest,  rheumatism, 
smaU-pox,  measles,  hooping-cough,  croup,  dysent 
diseases  of  the  skin  very  prevalent,  and  frequent  at 

ery,  diarrhora,  cholera,  epilepsy,  dropsy, 
tendance  on  puerperal  cases. 

It  does  so  occur  very  frequently,  as  almost  all 
the  ap|)licants  receive  tickets  of  admission  from  afew 
subscribers  residing  near  the  institution,  who  cannot 
know  their  circumstances;  but  the  medical  officers 

It  frequently  happens  that  persons  able  to  pay 
get  medicine  from  my  dispensary,  particularly, 

are  authorized  to  dismiss  such  eases  when  detected. 

Many  persons,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and 
middle  ranks  of  life,  apply  for  relief,  and  tliiis  par- 
ticipate in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  whidi  is 
solely  intended  for  the  poor. 

A list  of  the  medicines  required  is  given  by  the 
mctlical  attendants  to  tlie  trcasurti,  wjio  thereupon 
orders  them  fr  om  a dniggist. 

I give  a list  of  the  medicines  required  to  the 
treasurer,  Rev.  Thomas  Lloyd,  rector,  Kilglass- 
glchu,  aud  he  orders  tlicm  from  Messrs.  Leslie  and 
Co.,  40,  Bride-stieet. 

The  medicines  of  French-park  are  supplied  by 
Merssrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

Receipt.  j Exp 

1830  - £.178  16  lOi  £.17 

1831  - 182  7 4|  17 

1832  - 171  13  Sj  1 U 

GENERAL  IIEAUS  OF  F-XEENDE 

1830.  1831. 

Sal-arles  - £.79  18  0 74  15  8 

hlcdicine,  &0.  77  19  3 83  10  4^- 

Carriageofdo.  3 15  8j  4 7 2J 

Fuel, Lard, &c.  3 5 0 4 14  9 

® 'i  ' ' u 

enditure. 

0 17  7 
•3  9 11 
i6  11  7i 

1832. 

86  19  4 
62  8 bi 
4 16  6| 
4 13  6 

7 13  lOJ 

Between  presentments  and  private  donations, 
4007.  forthree years;  expeuditiire  8787. 19s.  9t7., 
for  same  period.  Medical  attendance,  medicine, 
house-vent,  fuel,  and  clerk,  comprise  the  general 
items  of  expenditure. 

The  funds  for  the  last  three  years  average  90 1 
per  annum,  that  is,  457.  from  subscription,  aud 
45  7.  fr  om  the  county. 

By  private  subscriptions  and  presentments  from 
the  county  of  Roscommon,  which  generally  equal  in 
amount  the  sum  subscribed. 

By  private  subscription  and  presentment ; there 
is  B presentment  got  off  the  county  annually,  equal 
to  tlie  amount  of  private  subscription.  The  river 
Shannon  divides  Leitrim  aud  Longford  from  Ros- 
common, at  Ruskey,  but  they  get  no  presentment 
from  either. 

Supported  by  the  subscriptions  of  private  indi- 
viduals, .and  by  the  presentment  of  on  equal  sunt 
from  the  county  Roscommon. 

The  funds  of  the  institution,  in  our  opinion,  are 
managed  with  great  pidgment  and  economy. 

I cannot  suggest  any  change  in  the  distribution 
of  the  fijnds  that  support  the  dispensary  which  1 
attend  that  could  be  of  greater  advantage  to  the 
poor.  If  our  funds  were  more  ample,  there  is 
nothing  I would  recommend  before  the  distribution 
of  blankets  and  rugs  to  all  householders  not  keep- 
ing nor  able  to  keep  a cow. 
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CONNAUGHT — Roscommon. 


Koaduc  Dispcnsaiy. 

Lecan'ow  Dispensary. 

Loughglynn  Dispensary. 

George  Munns,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Edmund  Kelly,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

Kwduc  Dispensary,  fer  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor 
f the  nciglibourhood  ; establislied  March  6th, 

1819. 

Lecartow  Dispensaiy. 

The  Loughglj-nn  Dispensary,  established  in  1 81 9. 
I do  not  attend  any  other  dispensary,  and  there  is 
no  infirmary  hut  the  County  Infirmary  at  Roa- 
common. 

Pari'h  of  Kilronan,  ditto  of  Croosna,  part  of 
uii  P"‘  J1  m tU 

Miiatj-  EoscoinioDn,  and  part  of  Kiitoghart,  county 
Ldtriw. 

The  five  constituting  the  union  of  Killenvoy, 
and  all  in  same  county. 

There  are  five  parishes  in  the  district  I attend, 
densely  inhabited  by  very  jKJor  peojile. 

A dispensary  in  Boyle,  county  Roscommon,  near 
ten  miles ; ditto  in  Kiltubride,  about  seven  miles ; 
jninlttmary  and  dispensary  in  Carrick-on-Sh.nmou, 
5CVIB  miles  distant ; both  county  of  Leitrim. 

There  is  an  infirmary,  with  a dispensary  at- 
tached, at  Roscommon,  distant  seven  miles ; a 
dispensary  at  Athlonc,  distant  seven  miles ; and  one 
at  Bridcswcl],  distant  seven  miles. 

There  are  two  other  dispensarie.s  within  ten  miles 
of  Loughglynn,  Castlerea  and  French-park  dis>- 
pensaries. 

None  within  the  district  above-mentioned,  but ' 
there  is  in  Carrick-cn-Shannon. 

No. 

There  is  no  other  dispens.aiy,  hospital  or  infir- 
mary in  my  district ; the  Siilary  I am  allowed  i 
601.  per  annum. 

1 attend  only  the  Keadue  DLspensary,  which  is 
seven  miles  distant  from  my  residence  (at  Canick- 
un-Sliaimon) ; the  salary  is  60 1.  per  annum ; 40  1. 
for  professional  attendance,  and  20 1.  for  compound- 
ing; I attend  two  days  in  the  week,  Tuesdays  and 
Saturdays. 

The  physician  attends  the  Lecarrow  Dispensary 
only,  the  salary  fur  which  w.-is  60  guineas  per 
annum;  hut,  in  consequence  of  the  great  consump- 
tion of  medicine,  he  has  got  but  40 1.  tlie  last 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  Loughglynn ; 1 have 
attended  it  two  days  in  each.  week.  Since  it  was 
estabbshed  in  1819,  and  when  required,  I give  niy 
attendance  on  the  intermediate  days  at  the  dispen- 
sary, and  to  any  of  the  poor  who  may  require  it  at 
their  houses. 

It  is  not  ohligatoiy  on  me,  hut  I consider  it  my 
dutj',  and  do  so  in  pai  ticular  cases ; I now  allude 
to  patients  in  then'  own  houses. 

The  physician  is  not  required  to  attend  extern 
patients  hut  in  certain  cases,  when  called  upon  by 
one  of  the  subscribers. 

I give  ray  personal  attendance  whenever  medical 
or  surgical  aid  is  requued  : my  a.=sistant  and  my- 
self visit  persons  at  their  houses  who  are  unable  to 
attend  at  the  dispensary. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  each  indiridual  case ; 
the  name,  ngo,  disease,  by  whom  recommended,  and 
tTmtment, 

Yea. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  the  persons  recommended 
for  advice  and  m^icines,  their  names  and  mode  of 
treatment  entered,  and  a report  made  to  the  com- 

Tlienumhur  of  persons  treated  in  the  year  1831 
were  1,365,  and  there  were  5,126  distinct  pre- 
scripuocs  or  attendances;  for  the  ycai'  1832  there 
"'Ete  1,72"  cases,  and  5,091  prescriptions ; and  in 
tlicpresentyoar,  1833,  up  to  16th  November,  there 
"on;  1,855  cases,  and  about  6,000  prescriptions. 

1331,  2,900  patients  relieveil ; 1832,  4,760; 
and  ill  1833,  to  2d  July,  3,330 ; all  sorts  of  dis- 
eases, fiom  cutaneous  eruptions  to  fevei-a. 

mej  ^amn’ns^  the^^MV  b 'll  lori 

From  February  1831  to  1832  - • 6,602 

— 1832  to  1833  - - 4,972 

— 1833  to  1834  - - 4,065 

all  distinct  cases;  several  were  attended  and  received 
tered.  The  diseases  were  of  various  kiiiils,suuh  .as  I liavo 
wards  of  40  years  in  this  cmintry,  induced  Rcnerally  hy 
lianscs  of  weather,  exposed  lo  cold  and  wet,  fevers,  alTections 
t,  dropsy,  rheumatism,  &C.&C. 

1 consider  it  the  case  in  some  instances. 

1 Several  persons  in  good  circumstances,  well  able 
1 to  provide  medical  advice  and  medicines,  are  rcoom- 

mended  to  dispensniies  by  the  subscribers,  and  receive  wlint  sliould  be  only  given  to  the  poor  ; tliis  is  an  abuse  not  in  the  power  of  the  medical 
attend.ants  entirely  to  correct,  ns  subscribers  would  feel  offended  if  their  rpcommeiidations  were  not  attended  to;  I have  fi-cquently  compliiiiiecl  of  it. 


Tlic  meilicines  aie  supplied  by  a druggist  in  Dub- 
lin, and  paid  for  out  of  tire  genfiral  funds  of  the 
institution. 

By  Dublin  druggists;  formerly  by  Clifford  &Co., 
now  by  Boilcau  Si  George. 

The  medieme  is  procured  of  the  best  quality 
, from  Dublin  (linggists,  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
yearly  funds ; it  is  compounded  and  dispensed  by 
me  aud  my  assistaut. 

Tlu!  answer  to  this  query  1 1 
Colrmcl  Tciiison,  the  manager  o 
irear  as  lie  can  come  to  it,  for  t 
Itc  EX[iense  comes  on  him. 

Receipt.  I 
1S30  - a6.76  18  10  1 

1831  . 88  10  0 

1S32  - 68  0 0 

£.233  S 10 

lave  received  from 
f the  dispensary,  as 
he  principal  part  of 

Expenditiire. 
£.82  12  6 
93  13  6 
71  15  0 

£.248  1 0 

Receipt.  I 

1 1831  -£.101  0 0 

: 1632  - 82  15  Oj  1 

. 1833  - 89  8 10 

GEKEIliL  HEADS  OP  E 

; 1831.  j 

1 Salai-ics  - £.  62  10  0 5i 
Mediciue  35  9 6 } 3( 

Note. — The  priucipal  itemi 
down,  from  want  of  room, 
balance  due  to  the  ensuing  y 
vc.ar.  which  will  bo  in  Februt 

Expenditure.  ! 
£.87  19  7 
1 82  10  0 , 
1 SO  6 0 , 

XPEKDKUaE. 

1832.  1 1833. 

J 10  0 40  0 0 , 

) 0 0 1 40  6 0 

ear;  the  expenditure 
irvlSSo.  The  rcce 

County  preseutment,  in  year  1832  - £.05  14  4} 
Subscriptions  - „ 1832  - 6.5  14 

£.  131  8 9 

Presentment  off  the  county  - - £.68  6 4 

Subscrintions  • - - - 58  6 4 

£.  116  12  8 

Siihscriptions  for  1834  - £.57  3 4'1  j-  a 

Presentment  for  1834-  57  8 

Tlie  expenditure  vario.s,  leaving  sometiraw  a 
for  this  year  cannot  Ix!  made  out  until  theend  of  tlie 
ipts  and  expeodicure  most  commonly  agiee. 

By  subsoriptiiin  and  presentment  from  tlic  I 
couutj-  Roscommon  alone.  I 

By  siibscrijitioDS  and  a grand  jury  prescutnicnt, 
equal  in  amount  to  that  of  the  subscriptions. 

By  presentments  off  the  county  of  Rosooiniuon, 
and  by  private  siibscrijrtions. 

I pm  not  able  to  suggest  any  alteration  in  the 
Uismbution  of  the  fimds  better  than  how  they 
”ist  at  present ; but  had  we  sufficient  funds,  the 
estoblisbinent  of  two  beds  for  accidents  would  be 
nctraaaty,  ns  many  such  occur  among  the  colliers, 
3h(l  the  workmen  of  tlie  Arigna  Irun-works  in  the 
Mighboiirliood. 

An  increase  of  funds,  to  enable  us  to  have  a re-  ■ 
sident  physician,  would  certainly  render  the  insti- 
tution more  efTiticut.  j 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  funds,  or  in  the  management  of  the 
dispensary,  which  could  render  an  institution  so 
limited  iu  funds  more  efficient  or  useful  to  the 
poor;  every  economy  is  observcil,  and  all  Ibe  as- 
sistance that  such  uu  institution  can  vffbrd  is  given 
to  tlie  poor. 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  0/ COMMISSIONERS 


CONNAUGPIT— Roscommon  and  Sligo. 


Tcdsk  Dispensary. 

Btdlymotc  Dispensary. 

Castleconnor  and  KHglass 

Disj 

?ensary. 

H.  O'FerraU,  Esij.,  m.  d. 

Joseph  Lougheed,  Esq.,  m.u.c.s.l. 

fF,  Whittaker,  Esq,,  j: 

Tulsk  Dispensary;  its  objeet,  to  give  gratuitous 
advice  and  medicine  tn  tbe  very  poor.  Establislied 
in  or  about  tlie  year  ISIS. 

The  BaUyinote  Dispensary,  established  in  the 
year  1818. 

Ca-stleconnor  and  Kilglass  Disj 
physician  only  to  the  above  insi 
established  for  the  relief  of  the  n 
1828. 

ilution ; i{ 
in  the  year 

Kilglass,  Kill. 
^ county  Sligo, 

“‘O'i  itiaabout 

' medical  institu. 

y;it  is  four  mills 
rajinuin;  attend 
Saturdays. 

In  the  Tulsk  district  are  included,  I think,  three 
or  four  parishes,  all  in  the  same  eounty. 

There  arc  about  nine  parishes,  all  in  this 
county. 

The  parishes  of  Castleconnor, 
moremoy  and  part  of  Easkey,  in  t 
Attymass  and  Kilgarvon  in'ifoyo. 

The  Roscommon  Ck)unty  Hospital,  witliin  ten 
miles ; Elphin  Dispensary,  within  six  miles ; 
Strokestown  Dispensary,  witliin  six  miles ; all 
L'ish  miles. 

There  are  three  dispensaries  within  ten  miles, 
the  Coolany,  the  Riverstown  and  Tubbercurry. 

One  only,  DromoreWestDispen; 
nine  miles  and  a half  distant. 

No  other  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  district ; 
salary  from  50fi  to  55/. 

' There  is  no  infirmary  in  this  district. 

The  above  dispensary  is  the  onij 
tion  in  my  district. 

I attend  the  Tulsk  Dlspeusaiy  now  solely,  dis- 
tant from  my  residoucB  (Bloomfield)  about  two 
miles,  on  two  days  each  week ; I attended  two  dis- 
pensaries some  time  since,  one  of  which  I gave  up. 

I do  not  attend  any  other  dispensaiy ; and  my 
salary  is  50  /.  ]>cr  annum.  I attend  two  days  in 
the  week,  and  when  any  urgent  case  presents  itself. 

I attend  only  the  above  dispensar 
from  my  residence  ; salarySO/.  pe 
twice  a week,  on  Wednesdays  and 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  personally  visit  cases  of 
danger,  where  a inompt  and  quicic  remedy  appears 
essential  (though  I get  no  pecuniary  consideration 
for  this  extra  duty.) 

I do  tliink  it  indispensably  necessary  to  give  my 
personal  attendance  when  required,  which  is  almost 
every  day  in  the  year,  at  tlieir  own  houses,  rather 

I considei-  my  attendance  on  the  above  diys 
comprises  ray  duty  as  dis))gnsary  physician  sai 
surgeon;  however,  I do  not  Iiesitetc  to  attcnii 
urgent  cases  when  they  happen  to  occur  in  my 
district  generally. 

I have  kept  no  register  of  cases  for  two  years 
back,  the  crowds  of  patients  scarcely  allowing  me 
time ; but  the  previous  years  I kept  one. 

Tliere  is  a register  kept,  and  the  applications 
attended  to  in  evciy  instance  with  very  good 
effects. 

1 

No  register  kept  of  my  attendance  on  incidcnlal 
extern  cases  above  alluded  to. 

The  principal  diseases  were  dyspepsia,  &c. 
t)-phus,  dropsy  (aseites),  catairh,  bronehites,  dy- 
Buiia,  rheumatism  (acute),  hepatitis,  hydrocepha- 
lus, pleuritLS,  pneumonia,  &c.  j the  pneumonia 
typhoid  often  presents  itself. 

The  iiuinlicr  relieved  amounts  to  3,500.  Dis- 
eases : dyspepria,  catarrh,  chronic  affections  of 
the  lungs,  diseases  of  the  bones  and  joints,  cepha- 
. lalgia  and  gastrodyme. 

Periods  1 

of 

Admission. 

it' 

I'll 

1 

1 

Tolsl. 

MatehSl,  1831 
„ 1832  1 

„ 1833  1 

934 

1,682 

986 

698 

1,273 

810 

10 

13 

18 

226 

296 

158 

934 

1,582 

986 

Many  comfortable  people  and  formers  share  in  the 
Iieneflt  of  tliis  charity  when  more  convenient  tlmn 
a shop.  Many  surgical  cases  ate  ticated  here,  the 
Oninty  Hospital  being  so  far  oIF. 

Scarcely  ever ; where  the  people  have  the  com- 
forts of  life,  they  do  not  generally  require  medicines 
in  this  very  hoolthy  district. 

1 have  had  some  such  applicatioi 
of  this  nature,  however,  occur  rarely. 

s;iu 

stances 

The  Tulsk  Dispensary  medicines  are  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau, 
George  & Co. , Bride-street,  Dublin ; they  aie 
druggists. 

Supplied  by  committee  from  the  liouse  of 
Messrs.  Pollock,  Figges  & Co.,  Dublin. 

I cannot  just  now  state  pardculam  as  to  a cer- 
tmnty,  but  I should  think  the  average  receipt  of 
funds  for  the  last  three  years  about  90 1.  to  100  /. 
The  expenditure  on  medicine  from  40/.  to  60/. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1830  - £.160  0 0 £.160  0 0 

1831  - 160  0 0 160  0 0 

1833  - 122  0 0 1 120  0 0 

GENEKAI.  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITIFRE. 

1830.  I 1831.  1 1832. 

S.alaiies  - £.  112  10  0 112  10  0 75  0 0 

Medicine,  &c.  47  10  0 1 47  10  0 | 45  0 0 

The  Rev.  BIr.  Borrows,  treasurer  and  secretary 
to  this  institution,  being  at  present  absent  in  Selj- 
lin,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  answer  this  query. 

Supported  by  one  county  presentment,  and  pri- 
vate subscriptions  in  same  county. 

By  subscriptions  and  an  equal  amount  of  pre- 
sentment, aud  only  from  one  county. 

Supported  by  private  subscription  and  present- 
ments off  the  county  of  Sligo  only. 

Should  the  subscribers  bind  themselves  to  give 
dispensary  admission  tickets  to  none  unless  the 
poor,  tliis  would  render  the  funds  more  efficient 
and  more  ample. 

I cannot,  the  funds  being  limitetl  at  pjesent ; 
but  that  some  more  efficient  me.ans  are  required  is 
certain.  Tlie  poor  are  absolutely  in  a most  heart- 
rending condition.  I cannot  fully  describe  the 
wretchedness  of  the  poor. 

I thinlc  it  would  be  judicious  to  give  the  mediod 
superintoudeut  such  an  increase  nf  salary  as  ww'iu 
enable  him  to  attend  the  poor  at  their  houses,  rrliw 
required  in  this  extensive  district,  who  are  utterly 
luiable  to  pay  for  advice,  the  salary  of  SOf 
annum  being  an  inadequate  rcinunccation  fw 

attendance. 
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Coliooney  Dispensary. 

Di-umcliff  Dispensary. 

Dromore  West  Dispensaiy. 



J.  Powell,  Esq. , Surgeon. 

Travers  Homan,  Esq.  m.  d. 

CoUooney  Dispensary,  established  July  1832; 
i St.  John’s  Dispensary,  established  about  a year 
Jimioiisly ; both  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  des- 
titute 

Drumcliff  and  Chamlish  Dispensary,  established 
in  1822. 

Drotuore  West  Dispensary,  establisbcdin  1822. 

principally  Ballysodare  aud  parts  of  two  or  three 
jrtkr  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

Two  extensive  parishe.s,  conteuning  a population 
of  more  than  24,000  inhabitants  in  the  county 
Sligo. 

Five  extendve  parishes  in  the  same  county. 

Sligo  Dispensaries,  Hospital  and  Infirmary ; Rl- 
jtrstos-n,  Ballymote,  CuUaney  and  Drumahair,  in 
the  county  liitrira. 

The  Sligo  hospitals  only ; distance  from  Corney 
and  Orange,  where  the  dispensariM  are  held  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  poor,  upwards  of  dx 
aud  ten  miles. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  within 

my  district 

1 attend  St.  John’s  Dispensary,  Sligo,  two  days 
in  the  week,  and  CoUooacy  one  day ; the  salary  for 
Cellonney,  60  i.  St.  John’s  depends  on  the  amount 
oftLefimds,  biang  31h  10«.  last  year. 

I attend  only  the  above  dispensary ; salary  601. 
per  annum.  No  medical  practitioner  in  that  ex- 
tensive district.  I reside  in  Sligo ; attendance 
two  days  in  each  week. 

required.  I receive  461 

I attend  the  Sligo  Fever  Hospital  daEy,  and  re- 
side in  the  town  of  Sligo.  1 attend  the  di.s|)cnsary 

midway  between  S%o’  and  Banina*  in''which*Hne  Ihrre'is 
no  medical  practitioner;  there  is  a resident  apotliecary  at- 
tacbedto  llie  dispeos^y,  wdiovisilstiiesick  at  dUimrswhen 

1 do. 

In  case  of  aeddenta,  fevers,  severe  inflammatory 
aS^ctiona,  Srx  &c. 

In  all  serious  cases. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  the  applicants,  and 
the  names  of  those  that  recommend  them,  with 
their  cases,  treatment,  termination,  &c.  the  result 
being  satisfactory. 

There  is. 

There  is. 

Since  the  establishment  of  this  dispensary,  July 
1832  to  the  present  time,  there  have  been  1,900  re- 
lieved ; a gener  al  statement  of  their  diseases  would 
beicdious;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  principal  are 
indammatory  diseases  of  the  chest  and  abdomen, 
with  fevers  and  dyspepsia. 

3,877  patients  were  admitted  to  the  dispensary 
for  the  last  three  years,  out  of  which  number  lx> 
tween  500  and  600  were  vidted  by  me  at  their 
own  residence.^.  The  diseases  treatisl  were  fevers, 
injhumnations,  accidents,  dropsy,  &c. 

Upwards  of  600  patients  have  boon  visited  at 
their  own  houses  during  the  last  three  years  by  me, 
exclufiivo  of  many  external  visits  made  by  the  resi- 
dent apothecary.  Thediscases  treated  were  injuries, 
accidents,  fevers,  infinmmations,  dropsy,  &c.  &c. 

Personsso  circumstanced  have  frequently  applied, 
but  have  as  frequently  been  rejected  on  that  accoimt ; 
la  utgeut  cases  persons  of  that  description  get  ad- 
vrcc,  hut  must  purchase  meilicinea. 

A few  persons  have  got  medicines  who  were  in 
tolerable  circumstances  hut  the  distance  from 
Sligo  being  great,  and  the  cases  urgent,  inriiircd 
me  to  give  them. 

Sometimes,  not  frequently. 

By  the  treasurer. 

By  Stanley  & Co.,  druggists,  and  a few  from 
Murray,  apotliecary,  Sligo. 

By  druggists. 

Hic  amount  of  expenditure  fcr  each  year  is  gene- 
laily  between  551.  and  601. 

Receipts  averaging  each  year  aliout  1101. ; ex- 
penditure nearly  the  same.  My  salary  604,  rent 
of  two  houses  and  register  131.  per  annum,  the 
cemainder  lot  medicines. 

Receipts  about  1304  annually;  expenditure 
nearly  the  same.  Phj'sician’s  salary,  65 1.  7 s.  8 cl- ; 
apothecary’s  ailary,  ^4  6».  Id. ; the  balance,  for 
medicines,  &c. 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from  the 
coucty  Sligo. 

By  subscriptions,  charity  sermons,  petty  sessions, 
fines  end  presentments  off  tlie  county  of  Sliga 

Equally  by  subscription  and  presentment  from 
one  county. 

No ; I thiol:  it  is  effident  as  it  possibly  can 
roia  tlie  amount  of  the  funds. 

I feel  confident  had  we  more  ample  funds,  the 
institution  would  be  rendered  more  efficieut,  as  there 
might  be  a resident  apothoenry ; but  the  limited 
funds  there  are,  1 believe  to  be  managed  with  the 
greatest  economy. 

Such  small  funds  for  so  extendve  a district  have 
been  managed  with  the  greatest  economy,  and  to 
the  most  advanti^e. 

B 4 
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CONNAUGHT— Sligo. 

Riverstown  and  Sligo  Dispensaries.  ] 

Sligo  Dispensai’j'. 

; Saint  John’s  Dispensai'y. 

TIumias  £urrow$.  Esq.,  M.n. 

Mr.  J.  Marrai/,  Reg.  and  Apoth. 

j James  Kenny,  Esq.,  Surgeon, 

1 Thomas  Armstrong,  Esq..  Phvsiiian 

Riverstown  Disixmsary  and  Sligo  Dispensary, 
both  having  for  their  object  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
Riveixtown  Dispensaiy  established  June  1822. 

similar  purposes,  and  by  Dr.  Burrows,  Ae  physician 

The  Sligo  Dispensary,  estabhshed  in  the  town  of 
SEgo  about  30  years,  for  tlie  general  freatment  of 
disease,  attended  by  Dr.  Irwb,  who  also  attends 
the  Coolauy  Dispensary,  established  about  IS  yoats,  for 
to  the  Kiverslown  Dispensary,  which  has  been  established 
attend  the  lying-in  poor  within  the  corporation,  as 

1 Sn^the'‘l9th"l)eS";  IKl  obtef'^ 

1 no  f, i^rl^iu  ho'spiul“bi' 

m numbw  of  parishes  within  the  cotiatv 
....  e patients  from  different  parts  of  Xs 
I county,  and  abo  from  the  adjoining  parts  of  tte 
I county  of  Leitrim,  distant  from  Sligo  seven  or  sblit 
I miles,  the  subscribers  being  scattered  over  tie 
I country. 


Persona  recommended  by  subaorifaers  attend  the 
Sligo  Disjie^ir^froi^cvery  p^^the  county  of 


Ballymote  and  CoUooney  Dispensaries.  1 The  St.  John’s,  in  the  town  of  Sbgo ; Coolany, 

I within  seven  miles  of  Sligoj  CoUooney,  six  miles 
n Sligo  ; Riverstown,  nine  miles  fr  om  Sligo  ; 
I Carney,  five  miles  from  Sligo  ; Grange,  a liranoh 
‘ of  the  Carney,  about  ten  miles  from  Sligo ; the 
Shgo  Fever  Hospital,  in  the  town  of  Sligo ; County  Infirmary,  in  the  town  of  Sligo ; arul  Dro- 
mehiire  Dispensary,  eight  miles  from  Sligo,  in  the  county  of  Leitrim. 


1 . Dromehairo  Dispens.ary,  county  of  Liatrim, 
seven  mUes  distant;  2.  Riverstown  Dispea=arv 
county  of  Sligo,  nine  mibs ; 3.  CoUooney  Dispen! 
sary,  county  of  Sligo,  five  miles;  4.  Coolay 
Dispensary,  county  of  Sligo,  nine  miles;  5,  Aliaml 
lash  and  Caruy  Dispensaries,  county  of  Rijm 
seven  and  four  miles  distant. 


None.  I There  is  an  infirmary,  a fever  hospital  and  dispen- 

sary, aU  situate  in  the  parish  of  Calry,  being  one  of 
the  parislies  of  the  Union  of  St.  John,  Sligo,  un- 
attached, as  far  as  we  know.  The  emoluments 
derived  by  the  medical  officers  of  these  intitutions  we  couM  not  well  asMrtain, 


I attend  the  Riverstown  Dispensary,  distant  from 
my  residence  upwards  of  ten  miles,  once  a week,  at 
a salary  of  601.  a year;  and  Shgo  Dispensary  .it 
501.  a year;  attendance  two  days  in  the  week,  being 
in  the  town  of  Sligo,  in  whicli  I reside. 


(tins  ill  iho  town  of  | 
id  Coolany  Dispon 
Hospital,  which  re 
00  at  tho  Sligo  Dis 


Dr.  Kenny  attends  only  the  St.  John’s  Dispen- 
sary; Dr.  Armstrong  attends  the  St.  John's  aod 
the  CoUooney  Dispensaries,  five  miles  off.  The  united 
salary  of  the  oieoical  uOlccrs  of  tiie  St.  John's  is  only 


iding  tlte  Sligo  Disp 


minafi,. 


Wlien  caUed  upon  I always  attend. 


A medical  register  is  kept  at  each  instltutior 
every  application ; each  patient  remains  on 
books  till  discharged  cured,  with  the  result  of  sa 
faction  to  the  patients  and  subscribers. 


The  account  of  the  dispensary  begins  and  ends 
annuaUy  in  June.  The  number  of  patients,  from 
June  1830  to  June  1833,  have  been  1,985;  the 
diBCasos  generaUy  are  chi'onic,  dyspeptic,  cutaneous, 
injuries  ^aU  sorts,  and  pyrexise,  &o.  &c. 


The  physicians  consider  it  their  duty  to  give 
their  personal  attendance  when  called  on. 


A register  is  kept  of  aU  cases  recommended,  and 
a medicjJ  register  of  the  diseases  and  treatment. 


Tlie  number  treated  in  the  SUgo  Dispensary  for 
the  last  three  years  was  7,527  ; the  greater  uum-  ; 
ber  of  cases  consisted  of  the  pyrexise,  disorders  which ' 
the  labouring  poor  are  usinilly  subject  to,  and  pul-  1 
monic  and  visceral  diseases,  dj’speptic  compliunts,  , 


Certainly  ; we  are  obliged  by  the  rules  of  tbe  b- 
stitution  to  attend  the  poor  confined  by  illness  at 
their  own  houses,  and  the  lying-in  women  irithin 
the  corporation,  that  ia,  a mile  aU  round  the  tomi ; 
hut  we  often  go  three  or  four  miles  to  oljects  in 
distress,  on  the  recommendation  of  suliscribcrs. 


A r^istry  is  kept  of  the  uames,  ages  and  lea- 
deuce  of  the  patients,  also  the  names  and  resiiksce 
of  the  suhscribers  recommending  them,  beades  pby. 
sicians’  books,  where  the  history  of  tlieir  diseases 
are  carefully  taken  down ; the  remedies  employed, 
and  the  result  given  at  the  close,  whether  ciueil, 
reEved  or  died. 


larly  visited  at  their  own  houses,  and  had  medicines  dispensed  tn  them  daily.  Tlic  general  statement  of  diseases  would  be  tr 


Tire  number  ofpatients  admitted  since  its  openbg, 
on  the  1 9th  December  1031  to  the  26th  June 
1 833,  the  data  of  last  rejiort,  not  iucliidbg  tivo 
montlis  of  cholera,  were  2,625,  of  whom  2,306  vrero 
cured,  or  reUevod,  16  died,  and  303  remained  b at- 
teadance;  and  of  the  above  number,  576  sick  poor, 
including  23  laborious  midirifcry  « 


It  does,  as  it  would  appear,  from  either  their  I Freipiently,  but  the  medical  officers  have  n 
clothing  or  mode  of  living.  power  to  control  them. 


Seldom,  o: 


They  are  sent  by  a driiggbt  from  Dublin,  and 
compounded  nt  each  institution  by  tlie  attendant 
apothecary. 


Tbe  medicines  .arc  procured  from  Messrs.  LcsEe, 
Dru^ists,  in  DubEn,  and  compounded  at  die  dis- 
pensary by  an  apothecary. 


By  an  onler  fram  the  treasurer,  the  Rev.  James 
Donlevy,  on  the  DubEn  druggists ; namely.  Pel- 
lock  & Co.,  Capel-streot,  aud  LesUe  & Co.,  Bride- 
street,  to  whom  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 


The  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  June  1831, 
cannot  be  given  wldi  accuracy,  as  the  present  officer 
pnd  committee  were  appointed  .after  that  year ; for 
the  year  1832  the  receipt  was  107  J.  14s.  ; ex- 
penditure— salaries,  viz.  doctor,  ajiothecary,  regis- 
trar, 73  L;  mccEcine,  house-rent  and  suudiies, 
2QI.  12s.  5d;  1633  die  receipts  were  101  f.0s.6d.; 
the  expcnditiue,  os  above,  97  i.  7 s.  10  Jd. 


The  receipts  for  the  last  tliree  yMrs  was 
1,2061.  17  s.  8 id.;  and  die  expenditure  was 
1,169 1.  7 s.  1 i d.  The  expendituie  consists  en- 
tirely of  medicine  and  surgical  necessaries,  such  as 
trusses,  &c.  for  the  patients ; the  aalaries  of  the 
physicians,  tqiothccary  and  porter ; fuel  end  sfa- 
donery. 


Receipt. 


GENSOAL  a 

Salaiies  - 
Sundries  - 
Medicine  - 
Rent 


'P  EXPEWnlXUKE. 

. £.  126  10  0 
69  17  10  i 


By  private  subscriptions  and  presentment  from 
the  county  of  Sligo  only. 


Supi>ortcd  by  jnivate  siihscriptions  and  present- 
ments off  the  county  of  SUgo. 


By  Hubscriptioas,  doiuidoi 
j off  the  county  of  Sligo  only. 


dcEberately  considered. 


Tlie  present  funds  are  scarcely  adequate  to 
the  ui'gent  demands  for  medicine,  &e-i  7”  , 
perceive  in  the  answer  to  No,  Hi 
cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  j to 

of  the  funds  now  at  our  disposal ; but,  if  constant  employment,  or  some  other  means,  could  lie  adopted,  to  CTa ' c 
procure  good  food,  good  clothing,  fuel,  &c.,  wc  have  no  hesitation  in  assectiug,  th.at  in  prqjortion  as  you  an'l  “ 
forts  of  the  poor,  in  tho  same  ratio  wiU  disease  be  diminished,  aud  consequendy  the  aiipEcation  for  mediciue  lessens  . 


We  can  suggest  no  alteration  by  wliicli  the  funds 
of  our  establishment  could  bo  more  benefioiaEy  aj>- 
pEed  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
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CONNAUGHT— Sligo. 

LEINSTER— Carlow. 

Tubbercnrry  Diq^ensary. 

Borm  Dispensary. 

Callow  Dispensary. 

JTifliam  Poiofiff,  Esq.,  m.d.  x.b.c.s.e. 

i Medical  Officer  and  Committee. 

James  Forier , Esq. , Su^eon. 

■rubljcrciirry  Dispensary;  its  object  is  to  give 
sdvice  and  medicine  to  the  sick  poor,  and,  if  re- 
auired  by  a subscriber,  to  attend  in  their  own  houses 
^ch  inividuais  as  are  rendered  inrapable,  by  dis- 
tiB  or  injury,  from  coming  to  the  institution.  It 
«tfablished  on  the  16th  of  July  1833. 

The  Borris  Charitable  Dispensary ; I have  the 
j charge  of  no  other. 

The  Carlow  Dispensary ; but  one  in  the  town ; 
its  object,  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor;  established 
in  the  year  1805. 

Tiro  very  extensive  parishes,  viz.  Achonry  and 
Kibaatigue,  both  situated  in  the  county  of  SUgo. 

There  are  six  parishes  in  my  district,  all  in  the 
county  of  CarloiT.  The  district  attached  to  this 
institution  is  indeed  very  large,  extending  in  three 
directions  for  seven  miles. 

Cannot  say  the  number  of  parishes ; the  district 
extends  three  or  four  miles  around  Carlow,  and  goes 
into  the  Queen’s  County  and  county  Kildare. 

Two,  BaUymote  and  Coolany,  both  of  which  are 
situated  about  eight  or  nine  Irish  miles  from  my 
dupensary. 

Bagnalstown  and  Leighlinbrldge. 

Carlow  Infirmary,  Carlow  Fever  Hospital,  Tul- 
low  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  ; also  a dis- 
pensary in  the  foUowing  places : Castle  Dermot, 
Afliy,  Baltioglass,  Mysh^,  Bagnalstown,  Laghlin 
Bridge,  Ballickmoyler. 

None.  ^ 

None  in  my  district.  I have  never  inquired  as 
to  the  salary  of  any  medical  gentleman.  There  is 
a dispensary  attached  to  the  fever  hospital  in  Bag- 
nalstowD,  which  is  not  in  my  district. 

There  is  not. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  where  I reside ; the 
salary  40 1.  yearly ; and  one  day  in  each  week  ex- 
cluavely  devoted  to  the  poor. 

I only  attend  the  Borris  Dispensary,  which  is 
every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  from 
9 A.u.  to  12  o’clock  noon. 

But  one,  Cailow  Dispensary,  every  day  j’distnnca 
from  dispensary  a fow  yards ; salary  63 1.  annually. 

Certainly. 

I do  conscientiously  foel  myself  obliged  to  at- 
tend on  every  case  requiring  medical  and  surgical 

Yes. 

Yes,  a hook  is  kept,  in  which  is  recorded  the 
canie,  age,  disease,  treatment  and  the  final  result, 
which  appears  to  me  to  have  been  in  general  the 
(anferring  of  important  benefit  on  the  poor  appli- 

There  is,  and  a list  is  published  once  a year,  for 
the  conrideration  and  information  of  the  governors 
and  committee. 

Yea. 

Fram  the  29th  of  August  1833,  the  day  on 
which  the  dispensary  was  first  opened,  to  the  12th 
of  December  1833,  200  patients  have  been  ad.. 
mitted ; 1 13  of  whom  were  cured,  24  relieved, 
3 died,  and  60  remain  under  treatment. 

1831.  1 1832.  1 1833. 

2,166  1 2,229  j 1,874 

Nineteen  thousand  within  the  last  three  ycaia ; 
every  description  of  disease  treated. 

Sometimes  I have  found  this  to  he  the  case, 
owing,  I suppose,  to  the  subscriber  not  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  of  the  patient  he 
racomnicnds. 

As  much  as  possible  I avoid  doing  so,  since 
my  appointment  in  December  last  to  the  insti- 
tution ; but  I believe  it  was  almost  indiscriminately 
the  case  previously. 

None  but  paupers  are  admissible  to  the  insti- 
tution. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  flrom  a Dublin 
mig|ut,  and  tire  debt  liquidated  by  the  grand  jury 

They  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & George, 
druggists  of  Dublin,  and  paid  for  from  the  funds, 
ordered  under  my  direction. 

By  a dn^gist  from  Dubliu. 

The  institution  has  not  been  sufficiently  long 
foiuided  to  reply  to  fhis  interrogatory. 

Receipt. 

1831  - £.161  9 4 

1832  - ISd  9 4 

1833  . 167  2 6§ 

Expenditure. 
£.  164  d 5 
154  15  4 
167  2 4 J 

Receipt.  I 

18SO  - £.  190  9 0 

1831  - 164  4 0 : 

1832  - 146  4 0 1 

Expenditure. 
£.153  14  8 
170  n 4 
164  18  0 

®“^balf  the  support  is  obtained  by  subscription; 

Sligo 

By  voluntary  contributions  and  a county  grant, 
but  principally  by  Thomas  Kavanagh,  esq. 

By  subscription  nod  presentments ; the  present- 
ments obtain^  from  the  county  Carlow. 

1(1  aware  of  any  change  that  would  tend 

Ae  distribution 

I am  of  opbion  the  funds  cotild  not  bo  better 
applied  than  they  are  at  present. 

I cannot. 
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Clonegal  DispcnBary. 

Hacketstown  Dispensarj"'. 

Myehall  Dispensary. 

l^m.  DurcUn,  Esq.  m.d. 

Henry  W,  Morton,  Esq. 

R.  Boyce,  Esq.  m.d.  ~~~~ 

The  CIoDegal  Dispensary,  established  in  March 
1822,  for  giving  advice 'and  medicine  gratis  to  the 

Hacketstown  Dispenaary,  established  in  the 
year  1830. 

The  district  comprises  the  parish  of  Clonegal ; 
but  any  poor  person  applying  at  the  diq»nsary 
obtains  advice  and  medicine. 

Three,  viz.  Hacketstown,  Clonmore,  in  the 
county  Carlow,  and  Mayire,  in  the  county  Wick- 
low. 

Fo.rpmi»: 

Ballon,  all  in  the  county  of  Carlow.  ^ * 

Tlie  Nevrtownbarry  Dispensary;  the  Myshall 
Dispensary ; the  TuUow  Ihspensary,  and  Cimew 
Dispensary. 

Dispensaries : KilCegan,  Aughrim,  Tinahely, 
Carnew  and  Shillelagh,  in  the  county  Wicklow  and 
Tullow,  county  Carlow : one  in  Baltmglass ; In- 
firmary and  Fever  Hospital  in  Stradford,  Wicklow.  ^ 

i 

Myshall,  a dispensary  and  fever  hospital'  at 
malstown,  county  of  Carlow,  eight  miles  a^i 
half  from  Myshall,adi3pensary;  at  Newtown  Batrv 
county  of  Wexford,  six  miles  from  Myshall  a dis! 
pensary. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  vrithin  the 
district.  The  medical  attendant  of  the  Clonegal 
Dispensary  receives  about  20 1.  per  annum. 

^ No  dispensary  in  my  district  but  the  one  1 1 
attend;  sdary  601.  per  annum. 

There  ia  no  hoqiital  or  infirmary  within  m? 
district.  ‘ 

The  medical  attendant  of  the  Clonegal  Dispen- 
sary attends  no  other ; the  dispensary  is  rituatc 
about  twenty  yards  from  his  house. 

Hacketstown  Dispensary ; days  of  attendance, 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 

I only  attend  one  dispensary  two  days  each 
week,  for  which  I am  paid  40 1.  per  year. 

Personal  attendance  is  given  by  the  medical 
attendant  when  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required. 

I do,  where  the  patients  or  invalids  are  incap- 
able of  attending  at  the  dispensary. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  when  called  on  by 
asuhscriber. 

A registry  of  the  patients  is  kept,  stating  the 
disease,  prescription,  cures  and  deaths. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  cases,  let  the 
result  be  good  or  unfavourable. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  cases  where  advice  aad 
medicine  are  required. 

Number  of  patients,  6,409.  Cured,  4,320; 
relieved,  Jv068  ; died,  21.  The  diseases  are  such 
as  may  be  ertpected  to  occur  in  a country  dis- 
trict purely  agricultural.  The  parish  is  I'emark- 
ably  healthy,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  bebg  about  1 in  91  per 

Persons  relieved,  5,063. 

Diseases  treated  according  to  the  remote  and 
proximate  symptoms  that  appeared. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  from  1st  July 
1830  to  1st  July  1833,  6,034;  number  visHtil 
at  their  ownhouses,  166.  The  most prevalcot  dis- 
eases are,  fevers,  indigestion,  coughs  and  eruption. 

Persons  often  obtain  advice  and  medicine  at  the 
dispensary  who  might  be  able  to  pay  for  medicines, 
but  not  for  advice. 

^ None  apply  hut  those  recommended  by  sub- 

It  has  occurred  in  some  few  instances,  when 
medicine  could  not  be  procured  nearer  than  eight 

The  medicines  are  procured  from  the  druggist, 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  subscriptious 
and  presentments,  and  dispensed  by  the  medical 
attendant. 

By  an  order  from  the  treasurer  on  Boileau  & 
George,  druggists,  Dublin. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  out  of  the  di^iensaiy 
funds.  1 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - £.36  0 0 £.36  0 0 

1831  - - 17  0 0 17  0 0 

1832  - - 42  0 0 1 42  0 0 

GEKltRAL  HEADS  OP  EXPEKDITDRB. 

1830.  1831.  1832. 

Salaries  £.24  00|  700|  20  00 

Medicine  - 12  0 0 | 10  0 0 | 22  0 0 

The  averse  receipts  for  the  last  three  years,  by 
subscription,  60 1. ; the  same  amount  by  present- 
ment; the  total,  1201. ; principally  expended  on 
my  salary,  and  drugs,  with  house-rent. 

By  subscription  for  three  years  £.83  4 0 
By  grant  from  the  County  - 83  4 0 

Cash  in  Treasurer’s  hands  - - 23  16  8j 

£.190  4 81 

Expended  for  three  years — 

Doctor’s  salary  - - £.  120  0 0 

Medicine  - - ' - 44  14  0 

House-rent,  housekeeper’s  salary  30  0 0 
Cowpock  Institution,  fiiel,  8cc.  - d 16 

£.199  10  2 

Supported  hy  subscriptions  and  by  presentment 
from  the  county  Carlow. 

By  subscription  and  presentment  on  county 
Carlow. 

By  subscription  and  presentment,  obtrined  &o>n 
county  of  Carlow. 

ITie  funds  are  small,  but  distributed  with 
economy,  and  cannot  suggest  any  change  to  render 
them  more  eflicient. 

Thefimds  being  so  small,  are  easily  distribotod. 

From  the  very  limited  means  at  the  disposal  of 
tiie  dimensary  committee,  I could  not 
better  appropriation  of  the  funds  for  the  M 
relief  of  the  poor. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


fov  inquinng  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 
LEINSTER— Caklow—Dublik. 


Tullow  Dispensary. 

Balbriggan  and  StamuUcn  Diepensavies.  ] Booterstorvn  Dispensaiy. 

Medical  Attendant  and  Committee. 

Medical  Attendant  and  Governors. 

The  Tullow  DispenBuy,  establislied  in  fixe  year 

Balbriggan  Dispensary,  estalilisbed  in  1810; 
my  appointment  1819;  StamuUan,  opened  pri- 
vately in  1828 ; as  a county  dispensary  1830,  to 
afford  advice,  medicine  and  surgical  assistance  at 
the  dispensaries  on  particular  days,  and  visits  when 

Bcoterstown  Dispensary,  established  in  1827. 
There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  in  con- 
nexion. 

Four ; Tullow,  RatUvilly,  Ballen  and  Clonmora ; 
the  tbr«  first  in  county  Carlow,  the  last  in  the 
Moaty  'Wicklow. 

Four  in  county  Dublin ; two  in  county  Meath. 

In  my  district  there  is  one  parish,  and  portions 
of  three  others  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  and  a por- 
tion of  another  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

The  County  Infirmary,  Carlow,  seven  miles; 
jhe  B:^al5town  Dispensary,  nine  miles;  theMy- 
Bhall Dispensary,  eight  miles;  and  the  Hackets- 

Skerries,  three  miles  from  Balbriggan,  formerly 
a branch;  Rush,  six  miles;  in  town  of  Swords, 
two,  eight  mDes  ; Julicnstown,  five  miles ; 
Duleck,  nine  miles ; Hospital  and  Dispensary  in 
Drogheda,  eight  miles ; Old  Town,  eight  miles. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  following  are 
within  ten  miles ; viz.  County  Infirmary  and  Dispen- 
saries at  Rathdown,  Stillorgan,  Clondalkin,  Dun- 
drum,  Lucan,  Rahany,  Glassnevin,  Killiney,  Old- 
town,  Howth,  Castleknock,  Santry,  Swords,  Rath- 
fomhain,  Tailagh,  Newcastle,  Rush,  Skerries, 
Malahide,  Cbapelizod. 

There  is  a dispensary  in  the  imruediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Tullow;  but  being  recently  established, 

ihc  sJary  is  not  ascertained. 

Not  one. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  in  niy 
district. 

1 attend  the  Tullow  Dispensary  only,  and  am 
obliged  to  attend  two  days  in  the  week. 

'Bribriggan,  my  residence ; open  three  days  each 
week;  salary  about  901.  StamuUan,  three  miles 
distant;  dispensary  aid,  threedays,  one  at  dispen- 
sary and  two  at  my  house.  Salary,  521.,  with 
private  visits  for  both  when  required  by  note. 

I attend  no  other  dispensary,  infirmary  or  hos- 
pital. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  whsn  re- 

Certainly,  and  to  visit  at  their  houses  when 
they  are  prevented  by  illness  from  attending  the 
dispensaries,  when  required  by  note. 

Certainly,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  give  pcraonal 
attendance  whenever  it  is  required. 

There  is  a regular  registry  of  all  the  cases  ad- 
mitted ; the  third  quarter  of  the  present  dispensary 
jear,  789  applicants  have  been  registered. 

It  has  always  been  kept,  and  advice,  me(Ucines, 
Burpeal  and  midwifery  operations  afforded  as 
required. 

Yes. 

The  prev^ng  diseases  are  dyspepsia,  poctoral 
disease  and  typhus  fever. 

Fo.-  Balhtiegan,  from  Oct.  1830  to  Oct.  1831  - -*^80 

” " 183210  - 1833  - - 

l.'i,42C 

” " !M2wi8»  - - - ^79 

Total  for  three  years  - - 1.385 

2,104  cases  attended  within  last  tliree  years, 
wliioh  were  chiefly  accidents,  inflammations,  bowel 
comqilaints,  rheumatism,  venereal,  ulcers,  consump- 
tion, cholera,  midwifery,  dentition  and  fevers. 

Seldom. 

By  regulations  of  dispensary,  if  any  such  obtain 
admittance,  they  can  he  struck  off  the  list  of 
patients. 

By  the  committee  appointed  to  manage  the 
s&irs  of  the  dispensary,  and  have  been  always  pro- 
cured from  Boilcau  & Gcoige,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

By  my  order,  at  Messrs.  Boileau  & George, 
Bride-street ; paid  for  by  treasurer,  after  account 
being  approved  by  committee ; I compound  and 
distribute  them  myself. 

By  a wholesale  druggist  in  Dublin. 

The  nmount  of  voluntary  subscriptions  for  the 
Isst  year  is  71 1.  4s. 

Receipt.  Exp 

1830  - £.144  12  0 I £.14- 

1831  - 164  14  0 16: 

1832  - 135  19  3 t 13i 

GENZRAn  HEADS  OP  ZXPENDITO 

1830.  1 1831. 

Salary  to\  g jqi  iqo  0 0 ' 

Surgeon,  J 1 

Medicine  - 52  12  47  1 2 

Sundries  • 10  16  7 j 14  8 3 

enditure. 
i 12  0 
1 9 5 
5 19  3 

1832. 

90  0 2 

38  12  1 
7 7 0 

£.  s.  d. 

Total  receipt  of  1831  - - 103  4 0 

Ditto  - 1832  - - 103  4 0 

Ditto  - 1833  - - 120  0 0 

The  expenditure  is  for  drugs,  rent  of  dispensary, 
and  surgeon’s  salary. 

It  has  been  supported  ance  its  establishment  both 
by  county  rid  and  voluntary  subscriptions ; but,  owinf 
to  the  politics  of  the  subscribers,  the  grand  jury  have 
refused  to  present  at  the  last  assizes,  and  have  pre- 
sented for  another,  established  withdn  the  last  year 

Supported  by  private  subscription,  and  a gran 
; for  eadi  dispensary. 

; in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Tullow, 
bv  voluntary  contributions. 

t By  subscriptions  and  presentments  from  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin  alone. 

The  funds  in  this  dispensary  are  now  so  hmited 
that  I could  not  suggest  any  useful  alta-ation. 

, j Not  o^he  pr^nt  dS 

I cannot;  but  all  dispensaries  assisted  by  grand 
1 juries  should  lx:  made  to  give  drily  attendance  to 
‘ the  poor,  as  sickness  (bes  not  admit  of  delay. 

. Fin^i  levied  at  petit  \ 
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Castlekrtock  Dispensary. 

Chapelizod  Dispensary.  • 

Clondalkin  Dispensary. 

— 

Medical  Attendant  and  Committee. 

Medical  Attendant  and  Committee! 

Castleknock  Dispensary. 

Dispensary  for  the  united  parishes  of  Chapelizod 
Ballyfermot  and  PaJmerstown ; established  ii 
the  year  1819. 

1 The  Clondalkin  Parochial  DispMsaiy! 

7ive;  namely,  Castleknock,  ClonsilU,  Muihud- 
dart,  Ward  and  Clogliron,  all  in  the  county  oi 
Dublin. 

The  above-named  united  parishes,  county  ol 
Dublin. 

^ of  Dubifo?°“  and  all  in  the 

Dublin,  Dunboyno,  Lucan,  Chapelizod. 

Dublin,  within  throe  miles,  whore  there  are 
many ; Castleknock,  about  the  same  distance. 

ITiDie  is  a dispeusaiy  in  Lucan,  Chapelizod. 
^tlelmock,  Dtinboyne,  Leixiip,  Afaynoot^  S 
bridge  Hospital  and  Dispensary;  Newcastle, Talincht 
Rathfamham,  lUthcool;  several  hospitals  ami  dis’ 
pensaries  in  Dublin. 

No. 

No, 

No. 

I am  assistant  surgeon  to  the  Royal  Hospital, 
Kilmainham,  where  1 reside,  and  which  is  two 
miles  from  this  dispensary,  and  for  which  I re- 
ceive 10  s.  per  diem.  Chapelizod  Dispensary 
40  L per  annum.  Attendance  daily. 

Aly  attendance  is  given  to  Clondalkin  aloue. 

Yes. 

Unquestionably. 

I do. 

Yes. 

A register  is  kept. 

There  is  a registry  kept. 

1831  - - 1,287 

1832  - - 1,023 

1833  ■ - 1,020 

3,330 

3,074  persons  were  attended  at  the  dispensary 
and  at  their  own  dwellings.  Deaths  very  few ; 
principally  aged  persons  and  young  infents. 

From  the  1st  December  1830  to  1st  Decautcr 
1833,  there  have  been  visits  at  their  o'vn  houses, 
3,662 ; applications  at  the  dispensary,  9,053,  and 
vaccinated,  77.  The  epidemics  weie,  chobra,  in- 
fluenza, scarletina,  hooping-cough,  measbs,  with 
the  various  kinds  of  fever ; there  were  also  inflam- 
mation of  lungs,  liver,  bowels  and  throat,  and  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  &o.  &c. 

Not  to  our  knowledge. 

The  parishes  being  extremely  poor,  it  does  not 
often  happen. 

The  medicines  are  not  given  to  any  but  the 

Ordered  from  Messrs.  Boileau  and  George, 
dni^ists,  Bride-street. 

By  order  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
Apothecaries  Hal],  Dublin 

By  an  order  from  the  chairman,  signal  hy  the 
treasurer,  and  supplied  by  Alessrs.  Boileau  and 
George,  druggists. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  -ae.l70  17  6f  169  16  4 

1832  - 174  3 0 174  8 10 

1833  - 184  4 6 • 1 171  15  6 J 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

1^.  1 1^.  . 1333. 

5 0 105  5 0 105  5 0 
31IOo|  31  10  0 31  10  0 
Medicine  - - 23  0 0 25  0 0 26  0 0 

Received  from  March  1830  to  February 
1831  - - . ^.86  11  - 

Expended  for  Afedicines,  Rent  of) 

^oms,  contingencies,  such  as  1 34  II  2 
Stationery,  Coals,  Printing,  &c.  J 

Receipt. 

IBSl-Subsctiplions  £.51  3 0 

Med  Attendant-  £-33  0 0^ 

1332  - Subsciiption  and  pre- . 
senliaent  - £.  102  6 0 . 

Cominee'ncies  - - 10  6 4 
61  3ti 

Med.  Attendant  £.75  0 0 
Medicine  - - - 131211 

Received  1831  to  1832  A.  82  9 0 - Emendocl  A.  42  9 n 
..  183210  1833  - 36  16  0 - Bxjeoded  - 33  2 l6| 

1838  - Subscription  and  pre- 
sentment   £.  87  7 0 

! 102  6 y 

Med.  Allcndont  £.80  7 1} 
Medicine  - - - 813  2^ 

Contingencies-  8 0 4|  12  13  1o|  10  0 6^ 

Subscnptions  and  presentments  from  county  of 
Dublin. 

By  subscriptions,  and  a presentment  from  the 
grand  jury,  county  of  Dublin. 

By  subscriptions  and  presentment  of  flic  county 
Dublin  GrandJury. 

No. 

1 cannot. 

1 

We  cannot  suggest  any  alteration  whsreb)'  the 
funds  of  this  institution  could  be  better  or  more 
idvantageoiisly  employed,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
barely  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  onr  dispensary. 
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Dublin  Genei'al  Dispensaoy. 

Dublin  Soutli-eastem  GeneralDispensary 

Dnndrum  Dispensary. 

Cltarles  McCarthy,  Esq.,  n.d. 

John  Thwaits,  Esq.,  m.d. 

William  Surke,  Esq.,  m.d. 

The  Dublin  General  Dispensary,  established  in 
1702,  extends  its  aid  to  the  sick  poor  in  all  parts 
of  this  city  within  the  Circular  Road ; it  is  attended 
hy  sis  ordiiary  physicians,  and  three  supernumerary 
ooea;  a consulting  physician,  and  a physician  ac- 
oiucheur,  for  dangerous  cases  of  parturition;  also 

South-eastern  General  Dispensary,  establishet 
January  1st,  1829.  It  affords  medical  and  sur- 
gical aid  to  the  sick  poor  of  an  extensive  dbtrict. 
Such  persons  as  are  able  to  attend  arc  receiver 
require  to  be  vieiled  must  reside  within  a certain  district  o 

by  six  surgeons,  and  a supemumerarv  one. 

The  Dundrum  Dispensary,  established  the  1st  Ja- 
nuary 1816  as  an  independent  dispensary,  had 
been  a branch  of  the  Rathdown  Dispensary  hitherto, 
from  all  parts  of  the  town ; those  who 
the  city. 

The  entire  of  St.  Mark's,  part  of  St,  Peter's, 
and  part  of  St.  Anne’s,  all  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

It  provides  medicine,  and  medical  advice  and 
assistance,  and  occasionally  obstetric  aid  gratui- 
tously for  the  poor  of  an  extensive  and  mountainous 
district  in  the  barony  of  Rathdown,  compreheuding 
the  parishes  of  Tamo,  Kilgobbiu,  ICilteman,  and 
parts  of  adjoinmg  parishes,  all  in  same  oountv. 

We  presume  that  this  query  refers  only  to  country 
dispensaries. 

There  is  a dispensary  and  hospital  at  Enniskerry, 
a dispensary  at  Rathfornham;  one  between  Kings- 
town and  the  Black  Rock,  called  the  Rathdown 
Dispensary;  and  a small  one  at  Stiltorgan. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  Hospital  ol 
St.  Mark’s,  and  another  to  the  hospital  in  Baggott- 
street.  Tire  medical  officera  in  either  institution 
receive  no  sahrry. 

There  is  no  hospital  nor  infirmary  in  the  dis- 
trict. My  salary  has  been  90/.,  110/.,  100/. 
per  annum  in  different  years,  and  this  year  it  is 
80/.  Profitable  practice  exceedingly  limited. 

By  a bye-law  of  the  Dispensary,  physicians  and 
sn^eoas  attached  to  this  institution  racate  their 
situations  on  being  appointed  to  other  similar 
mritics.  A physician  and  siugeon  attend  every 
day,  Sunday  excepted,  in  monthly  rotation,  at  the  i 
ofliccis  are  in  constant  daily  attendance  on  the  sick 

This  dispensary  is  attended  by  six  medical  gentle- 
men ; only  two  of  them  are  connected  with  hospi- 
tals in  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  they  visit  every 

nstitrrtion,  to  prescribe  for  such  patknts  as  are  able 
poor  confined  at  their  orvn  homes,  in  their  resuectiv 

I attend  only  one  dispensary ; it  is  accessible  for 
the  poor  at  all  times,  but  particularly  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays.  I reside  in  the  village 

wbera  the  cUspeesary  is  siluaicd 
0 go  out,  and  ail  the  medical 
districts. 

It  is  the  duty  and  uniform  practice  of  the  phy- 
acians  and  surgeons  to  give  their  personal  attend- 
ance in  every  case,  and  they  receive  no  compensa- 
tion whatever  for  their  laborious  duties. 

The  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  dispensary 
consider  it  their  duty  to  give  their  personal  attend- 
ance to  all  cases  recommended  by  subscribers  and 
to  urgent  cases  without  recommendation. 

It  is  my  duty  to  give  my  own  personal  attend- 
ance whenever  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required. 

A t^er  is  kept  of  tbe  name,  residence,  recom- 
mceder,  medical  attendant,  and  whether  intern  or 
estem,  of  every  patient ; hut  no  tegular  account  of 
the  diseases  or  their  terminations. 

A registry  of  the  kmd  alluded  to  is  kept. 

Annual  Reports  are  published  and  circulated  of 
the  number  of  cases  where  applications  have  been 
made  for  aid,  of  the  way  generally  in  which  they 
have  been  disposed  of,  and  with  what  results,  as  far 
as  these  can  become  cognisable  under  the  circum- 
stances of  cases,  situated  as  these  have  been,  scat- 
tered over  a district  of  such  extent. 

In  the  year  1831,  11,090  patients;  in  1832, 
1-.797;  ml838,  11,663;  of  whom  3,208  were 
atteiried  at  their  homes ; of  the  patients,  more  than 
OBC-fourlh  are  attended  at  their  own  bmp.,;, 

recorded  for'lMl  ° CMera  ob[e. 

For  the  year  1830,  the  total  number  of  patients  ; The  Renort  nf  laqn  i oi.i  i-  .• 

lias  been  5314 1 for  1831,  the  number  has  been  5.V14  • far  ..  report  ot  1830  records  1,214  applications; 

1832,  6,730^^  Diseases  of  ever)  toS"reSnlt^em^  !he“?e;r  1 alaTm 

the  dispensary ; the  most  usual  are  fevers  of  all  types,  pul-  ■ ,'hUdSi  l"V,’;s‘lvd  a good 

raonary  and  abdominal  diseases,  affections  of  brain  (occa-  'i  ^ 

K very  rarely  occurs. 

The  system  of  recommendation  in  a great  mea- 
sure prevents  abuse  of  the  benefits  of  the  institu- 
^ reforted  to  do 

Advice  and  medicine  have  been  unavoidably 
given,  sometimes  gratuitously,  to  persons  who  are 
not  in  circumstances  requiring  it. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  a wholesale  drug- 
gist, aial  are  compounded  and  disuensed  hv  a resi- 
dent apothecary.  ^ 

They  are  supplied  gratuitously,  upon  the  prescrip- 
tion of  the  attending  physician  or  surgeon,  by  a re- 
sident licentiate  apothecary ; they  are  purchased 
at  a wholesale  price  from  the  Apothecaries’  Hall. 

Medicines  have  been  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie, 
Bride-street. 

Receipt. 

1831  - f,  356  17  1 

832  . 349  12 

'w3  . 330  6 

SENiR.Vt  HEALS  OP  E 

due  Treasure;  fs 

feb'cei  ■ ' 

^Cajidlos,  ' 61  5 4 

Expeu 
£.  363 
333 
330 
rnsDiTu 
1832. 

£.  d. 

120  "s  8 
122  2 0 

I!.t4 

8 1!^ 

0 11 
0 1 i 

£.  d. 

120  *9  8 
142  2 0 

50  6 9 
17  11  84 

Receipt.  1 

1830  - - . i.29G  12  2J  1 

1831  - - . 389  lie 

1832  - - . 243  iO  0 1 

OEKEhAl.  UBAnS  OP  BX 

1830. 
£.  s.  d. 

Salaries  - - 40  10  3 

Medicine  - - . 155  jo  8 

Rent  and  Furniture  - 36  14  7 
Vested  in  34  per  Cenia. 
Miscellanccus  • 35  7 5 

• This  sum  was  vesteil  as  security 
of  new  house,  being  part  paymen 
them  for  that  purpose. 

Expenditure. 

'4O8  17  0 
235  10  7 
anciTcaE, 

1831.  1832. 

£.  !.  d.  £.  s.  d. 
SI  18  8 56  16  2 
163  3 2 61  1 6 

73  15  0 53  18  6 
70  0 2 74  14  6 
0 the  Trustees  for  rent 
of  loot,  required  by 

Receipt.  1 Ex 

1830  . £.123  18  0 £. 

1831  - 1J7  17  0 ' 

1832  - 117  1 0 1 

GEKER.4L  HSADS  OF  EXPEND 

1830.  j 1831. 

Salary  to  Phy-  £.  s.  d. 

sician  - £.100  0 0 iOO  0 0 

Medicines  - 13  10  0 19  6 4 

Contingencies  1 16  ll(  1 16  3 

lenditure. 

16  6 11 
21  2 7 

27  11  0 

1832. 

£.~.  il. 
100  0 0 
21  14  II 
5 16  1 

by  voluntary  subscriptions;  by 
*'‘ieh,49f  to  1,200  f.,  the  interest  of 

‘h  suDMrt.  " i olone  be  used  for 

j-r «.  % i duS!"’""'" 

By  voluntary  subscriptions  principally;  occa- 
sional presentments  have  been  received  from  the 
city  of  Dublin  grand  jury. 

Supported  by  subscription,  and  county  giants 
from  county  of  Dublin. 

with  every  possible 
butif^the^fiiDds 

<0 'he racdrMfalleSu  ftYfoeir ‘^bM 
0-5. 

It  is  conceived  that  the  funds  of  the  institution 
bavo  been  applied  in  the  most  emdent  mannec.  Tbe  dis- 
pensary is  at  present  upwards  of  701.  in  debt,  which  waa 

he.  The  temme’rof  IhisSt  would Te^tTmuchT^^ 
crease  Ibe  ulilily  of  the  institution. 

c 3 

The  statement  I have  given  of  the  funds  will  show 
how  very  iimiled  they  are,  not  admitting  of  any  alteration 
n their  distnbuuoq  that  would  involve  increased  expense 
If  increaseti  or  additional  funds  would  afford  llio  cstabliih- 
ment  of  a poor-house,  with  an  hospital  attached,  for  the  re- 
ception of  properly  selected  objects,  it  would  cerlainly  he  a 
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Lacan  Dispensary. 

Malahide  Dispensary. 

Newcastle  Dispensary. 

Tlie  Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

JIans  lAoyd,  Eeq„  M.n. 

Mr.  Charles  Madden,  Apothecary. 

Lucan  Dispensary,  eataljlislied  1st  January  1824. 

Malahide  Charitable  Dispensary,  for  the  relief  of 
sick  poor,  established  since  May  1817. 

Newcastle  Dispensary  and  CelbridgeDispoisaiv 
the  latter  attached  to  an  hospital  for  the  relief  of  S 
sick  poor,  the  former  established  in  the  year  lan 
and  latter  1819.  ‘ 

Four ; namely,  Lucan,  Esker,  Aghdenig  and 
ClonsiUa,  all  in  tlie  same  comity. 

Four  parishes ; viz.  Malahide,  Portmamock, 
St.  Dolough  and  Kinsealy,  in  the  Union  of  Swords, 
ell  in  the  county  Dublin. 

One  parish. 

RatMamham,  Tallaglit,  Clondalkin,  Rathcoole, 
Newcastle,  Celbriiige,  Clane,  Maynootli,  Kilcock, 
Dimboyne,  Castlcknoek,  Chapelizad,  and  all  the 
public  hospitals  and  medical  institutions  within  the 
metropolis. 

The  Hospitals,  &c.  of  Dublin,  the  dispensaries 
of  Swords,  that  of  Howth  and  Baldoyle,  that  of 
i Coolock,  that  of  Raheny. 

Rathcoole,  Clondalkin  and  Lucan,  in  the  couitv 
Dublin.  ’ 

There  is  no  other  medical  institution  connected 
with  the  Lucan  Dispensai-y.  • ' 

No  dispensary  attached  to  an  hospital.  An  hos- 
pital was  opened  for  cholera  patients,  but  only  one 
patient  has  been  admitted ; it  is  in  the  village  of 
Malahide,  has  no  establishment  attached  to  it, 
is  about  being  closed. 

No,  not  within  this  district.  201.  annuallyfor 
attendance,  and  the  same  stun  fur  medirine, 

I have  no  connexion  with  any  other  than  the 
Lucan  Dispensary;  and  being  resident  in  said  dis- 
pensary, attend  when  called  on,  particularly  in 
urgent  cases,  without  refei'ence  to  the  stated  days 
regulated  by  the  committee.  The  salary  I receive 
varies  accordin?  to  tlie  funds,  viz.  from  381.  to  4 

I attend  only  Malahide  Dispensary ; I reside  in 
the  village,  attend  three  days  each  week,  and  at  all 
times  required.  If  the  funds  permit,  my  salary  is 
100 1.  per  year,  or  the  balance,  after  paying  all 
charges. 

Of.  per  annum. 

I do  ; Newcastle  and  Celbridge  ; the  former  two 
miles  distant,  the  latter  adjoining  myietiiieoce; 
20  T.  annually  for  tlie  former,  and  80  L for  tie 
latter;  three  days  in  the  week  to  each. 

In  cases  only  where  the  subjects  of  them  are  con-  ! 
sidered  fit  olijects  by  the  subscriber  who  recommends 

Certainly. 

Whenever  the  nature  of  the  case  demands  it. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  cases  recommended  to 
the  institution,  stating  the  name  and  complaint  of 
the  patient,  medicine  prescribed,  &c. 

There  is. 

There  is. 

The  number  of  single  applications,  within  the 
last  three  years,  deriving  relief  from  the  institution, 
averaged  annually  3,000.  The  diseases  generally 
treated  witliin  the  same  period  were  fevers,  chronic 
and  acute  rheumatism,  varied  forms  of  stomach  and 
bowel  affections,  catarrha  and  pulmonic  complaints, 
measles,  &c. ; also  some  bad  cases  of  midwifery, 
also  add,  scrofulous,  syphilitic,  cutaneous  and  nervo 

Patients  reported  during  three  years  past,  up  to 
May  1833,  3,039,  of  whom  43  died.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  give  a general  statement  of  the  numerous 
diseases  reported,  but  can  forward  the  Report  pub- 
lished annually. 

accidents,  &c.  I must 
us  diseases. 

3,800.  As  patients  labouring  under  diseases  of 
all  kinds  have  applied  for  relief,  it  would  be  impos- 
sihle  to  enter  into  the  particular  treatment. 

Such  circumstances  occasioi^ly  occur,  but  are 
not  countenanced  by  the  committee. 

It  seldom  has  happened.  I find  it  difficult  to 
prevent  some  persons  from  imposing. 

Veiy  rarely,  as  in  esse,  of  accidents  or  sudden 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  an  eminent  drug- 
gist in  town,  and  compounded  and  dispensed  by  the 
resident  medical  officer. 

I order  them  from  the  druggist,  compound  and 
dispense  them,  not  being  limit^  toany  sum.by  the 
governors. 

By  myself. 

The  income  annually,  for  the  last  three  years, 
averaged  1021.  ; the  druggist’s  hill,  14L,  which, 
when  paid,  with  other  incidental  matters,  the  sur- 
plus went  to  the  medical  attendants.  It  must  be 
here  observed,  tliat  the  institution  is  conducted  by 
two  medical  officers. 

Receipt. 

£.  a.  d. 

IS31 ; 

Subscription  • 72  17  0 

Preaenuneut  - 56  0 0 

1832: 

Subscription  - 71  13  0 

Ptesemment  - 57  0 0 

1833: 

Subscription  - 71  15  0 

Presenment  - 66  10  6 

£.395  15  0 ; 

Expenditure. 

£.  a.  d 

SalaryforSyearaSOO  0 0 
Medicine,  ditto  - 51  14  7 
Rent  - ditto  - 37  0 0 
Printing  and 
Stamps  - • 6 15  11 

Balance  • - 0 4 6 

£.395  15  0 

On  an  average,  66 1.  ; out  of  which  sum  apbp 
sician  and  apothecary  were  paid,  and  mediciaes 
supplied. 

By  voluntary  subscription  and  presentment  levied 
off  the  county. 

By  subscription  and  presentment  from  the  county 
of  Dublin. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  a grant  from  tie 
county  Dublin  grand  jury. 

In  reply  ta  to  question,  I must  say  that  the 
funds  of  this  institution  have  of  late  been  so  limited, 
tliat  to  alter  or  allocate  any  portion  of  tliem  to  any 
puiposo  save  to  what  they  are  at  present  applied, 
could  not  he  effected.  The  medicines  (which  are 
dispensed  with  the  strictest  view  to  economy),  when 
afterwards  but  a trifling  atifwad  for  ^ medical  atta 

I am  quite  satisfied  with  the  present,  and  the  poor 
aje  grateful  for  my  services. 

paid  for,  leave 
indants. 

As  the  emoluments  of  this  dispensaryare  “ 
at  present,  on  account  of  one  being  p®!* 
Rathcoole  lately,  it  would  be  iiuposable  to  ffl 
any  alteration. 
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Raheny  Dispensary. 

Rathdotvn  Dispensary. 

RatlifamJiam  Dispensary. 

G.  A.  Ouien,  Esq.,  jl  d. 

H.  Plant,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

— 

Rakoy  Kspenaary. 

Rathdown  Dispensary. 

Rathfarnhara  Dispensary;  established,  I believe, 
about  forty  years. 

Oonfarf  aiul  Raheny. 

Three,  namely,  Union  of  Monkstown,  Booters- 
town,  and  StilloTgan. 

There  are  two  parishes,  Rathftmham,  ’Rliite- 
church,  .and  part  of  Tallaght,  all  in  the  same 
county. 

i 

it  is  presumed  that  this  query  does  not  apply  to 
dis(Wisarie8  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Dublin, 
ftoni  whence  Kaheny  is  distant  about  four  miles. 

Bray  and  its  hospital,  Euniskerry  and  its  hospi- 
tal, Booterstown,  Stillorgan,  Killiny,  Donny- 
brook,  and  Roebuck  Dispensaries. 

Tallaght,  Clondalkin,  Castleknock,  the  different 
infirmaries  and  dispensaries  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
Booterstoirn,  Raheny  and  Rathdown. 

No  other  dispensary  within  the  distriet. 

There  is  neither  hospital  nor  infirmary  within 
my  district ; but  an  hospital,  capable  of  containing 
30  beds,  is  just  now  about  erecting,  and  to  be 
connected  with  the  Bathdown  Dispensary. 

The  only  dispensary  touching  on  my  district  is 
TaUaght.  I do  not  know  what  salary  is  attached 

No  other  diqiensaiy  is  attended  by  me.  | 

Only  one,  namely,  Rathdown  Dispensary. 

I only  attend  to  the  one;  attendance  for  one  hour 
every  week-day;  salary  1001.,  and  251.  for  a 
house.  Those  whose  case  requires,  are  visited  at 
their  houses. 

1 am  re?.dy  to  attend  to  sU  cases  recoramended 
by  subscriber. 

Particularly  so. 

Only  when  called  on  by  a subscriber’s  ticket,  and 
then  I always  attend  personally. 

Yes,  an  accurate  registry  is  kept ; the  result  has 
been  most  gratifying,  as  few  deaths  occur. 

There  is  a registry  kept,  and  generally  the  result 
is  known  from  it ; the  cases  of  recoveries  and 
deaths  are  not  recorded. 

1833  - . - . 918 

1834  ....  540 

1831 1 Total  number  of  patients  - - 1,257 

1832  1,477 

1833  1,288 

Nothing  unusual,  with  the  exception  of  cholera. 

There  were  5,661  cases  attended  to  within  the 
last  thi-ee  years.  The  general  diseases  were  those- 
of  the  chest,  small  pock,  measles,  a few  cases  of 
typhus  fever,  dysentery,  diajrhcea,  cholera,  influenza, 
and  indigestion. 

Wot  with  my  knowledge  and  consent. 

Frequently,  hut  I never  give  them  medicines 
from  the  dapensary. 

Only  in  case  of  necessity  from  sudden  illness, 
when  medicines  may  he  given.  Tradesmen  receive 
the  benefits  of  the  institution. 

The  medieinea  are  supplied  by  the  general  fiiad. 

Supplied  by  the  druggist,  compounded  by  my- 
self, and  delivered  to  the  sick  pour. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  druggist,  dis- 
pensed by  me,  and  paid  for  by  the  committee. 

Receipt.  i 

1833  - £.162  19  5 £, 

1834  - 127  6 4 1 

GEKZEAI,  HEADS  OP  EXPES 

1833. 

Sokry  to  Medical-1  . ~ 

Attendant  -j'  ® 

®®k“oe  due  Treasurer  31  12  3 

Moines-  . 18  18  3J 

watingendes  - 20  4 7J 

Expenditure. 
163  1 3i 
129  12  2 

:WTUEE. 

1834. 

92  6 If 
0 10  lOJ 
14  14  s| 
22  9 6f 

Expenditure  for  the  year  1831  -£.206  9 6 

Ditto  . - - . 1832  - 202  3 4 

Ditto  ....  1833  - 200  4 6 

First  year,  expenses  - - -£.  184  1711 
Second  year  - - 164  34 

Third  year 156  7 10 

The  accounts  for  the  difierent  years  have  been  so 
kept,  that  we  could  not  separate  the  different  items, 
to  give  them  separately  for  each  year. 

% private  subscription,  and  a grant  from  the 
Mwity  Dublin  grand  jury. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  grand  jury  present- 

Supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  by  a 
grant  from  the  county  Dublin  only. 

present  funds  are  not  equal  to  the  espendi- 

No,  I cannot,  with  the  exception  of  allowing 
nourishing  food  to  convalescents,  and  who  cannot 
procure  it  for  themselves. 

I cannot. 
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Rusli  Dispensary. 

Sautiy  District  Dispensary. 

Skerries  Dispensary. 

W.  H.  Franhlin,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Samuel  Cusack,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

William  Thornhill,  Esq.,  m.  d ~ 

Rush  Dispensary  only ; esCablislied  in  1817. 

Santry  District  Dispensary,  including  three 
depositaries  for  the  distribution  of  medicines,  and 
giving  medical  advice,  which  are  attended  by  the 
medical  officers  three  days  in  the  week  each : the 
names  are,  Santry,  Drumcondra  and  Coolock; 
established  M.ay  1832. 

Skerries  Dispensarj-,  established  November  IMo 
opened  the  23d  of  January  1833. 

Lusk  only. 

Four  parishes,  all  in  the  county  of  Dublin. 

The  entire  of  Holmpatiiok  parish,  and  the  con 
tiguous  parts  of  Lusk  and  Bah'othenr.  all  in  .i,' 
county  Dublin.  m tlic 

DisjKnsary  at  Swords;  distance  seven  miles; 
and  one  at  Balbri^an,  six  miles. 

Malahide,  Ralieay,  Glassnevin,  Swords,  and 
the  various  dispensaries  in  the  dty  of  Dublin. 

Tlie  dispensary  of  Rush,  Swords  and  Balbriggaa. 

None. 

There  is  not. 

Three  dispensaries ; two  of  them  about  two 
mOes  from  my  residence,  and  the  other  at  it. 
The  salary  of  all  conjointly,  1001. ; and  each 
attended  tdiree  times  in  the  week, 

No. 

Certainly. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yea. 

Being  l>ut  a short  time  in  ofRce,  I have  no  means 
of  answering  this  question. 

The  report  of  last  year,  which  was  the  first  of 
its  existence,  was  l,h95  cases;  cholera,  diseases 
of  the  chest,  diseases  of  digestive  organs,  various 
diseases  of  children,  accidents,  &c. 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  patients  have  bees 
relieved  since  the  opening  of  this  eatablishiueat. 
The  principal  diseases  treated  were  fevers  and 
inflammations  of  the  lungs  and  bowels. 

Seldom. 

Very  rarely,  in  some  cases  discrimination  being 
impossible. 

It  does  in  some  few  cases,  but  we  guard  as  macb 
as  poarible  to  prevent  it. 

From  the  funds  of  the  dispensary,  purchased 
from  Mesaia.  Eoileau  and  Geoige.  j 

Purchased,  by  order  of  the  committee,  from 
Allen,  druggist,  50,  Henry-street. 

By  Boileau  and  George,  druggists,  in  the  city  of 
Dublin. 

The  late  treasurer  being  in  England,  this  cannot 
be  answered. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1833  - £.178  10  0 1 £.165  5 9 

GENERAL  HKAnS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

Salary  to  Medical  Attendant  £.100  0 0 
Medicine  - - - • 37  6 

Rent,  Servant,  Ssc.  - - - 27  19  4| 

Receipts  to  Novembor  1833. 

Private  subscription  • - - £.  58  13  0 

County  grant  - - - . 54  0 0_ 

£.112  IS  0 

Expenditure  to  November  1833. 
Phydeian’s  salary  for  9 months  - £.60  0 •• 
Medidnes  - - - - 20  0 4 

Rent  of  Dispensary-house  - - 2 10  0 

Sundries  - 3 6 5 

f. 85  16  9 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  26  16  3 
£.112  13  0 

By  private  suliseription,  and  a grant  from  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin. 

By  voluntary  contribntion,  and  presentment 
from  the  county  of  Dublin. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentment  ("f 
eq\^  amount)  from  the  county  Dublin. 

I believe  the  present  arrangement  to  be  very 
beneficial. 

No. 

No. 
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Stillorgan  and  Neavtoivn  Park  Dispensaiy. 

' Swords  Dispensary. 

Tallaglit  Dispensary. 

m C.  Field,  Esq.,  m.b. 

M.  O’ffrarfy,  Esq.,  M.D. 

J?.  F.  Burkitt,  Esq.,  ii.  n. 

The  Stilloi^an  and  Newtoum  Park  Dispensary, 
etabliehed  1828,  for  the  relief  of  such  poor  as  are 
alUcked  by  disease,  or  meet  with  accident.  ; 

Swords  Dispensary,  established  1819. 

means  may  have  surgical  aid  in 
hood  is  particularly  liable,  in  co 

The  Tallaght  Dispensary.  The  object  is  to  pro- 
vide medicines  for  the  poor,  and  the  atteudauce 
of  a physician  or  surgeon  at  their  own  houses,  when 
such  may  be  requisite,  aud  that  persons  of  small 
1 case  of  accidental  injurie.s,  to  wbich  this  n^hbour- 
nsequence  of  its  numerous  manufactories. 

One  parish,  and  part  of  a second,  all  in  the  same 
caunty. 

Eleven;  viz.,  Swords,  KiUossary,  Kinsealy, 
Cloghran,  part  of  Santry,  Killeek,  Naul,  Lusk, 
Donabate,  Portram  and  Malahide,  all  in  the 
county  of  Dublin.  I have  only  part  of  the  duty 
of  Mjdahide  to  do. 

Three ; Tallaght,  Ornagh  and  Saggard,  ail  in 
the  county  Dublin. 

Bray  Dispensary  and  Hospital,  Enniskerry  Dis- 
ueosary  and  Hospital,  Rathdown  Dispensary,  Kil- 
lijcy  Dispensary,  Dundrum  Dispensary,  and  the  ■ 
Taiioua  dispensaries  aud  hospitals  of  Dublin.  ; 

There  is  a dispensary  at  Malahide,  two  miles 
from  Swords ; one  at  Rush,  seven  miles  distant ; 
one  at  Skerries,  eight  miles ; one  at  Btdbriggan, 
eight  miles,  and  one  at  Old  Town,  Clonmethau, 
six  miles  from  Swords.  Salaries  to  medical  at- 
tendants varying  from  1 00 1.  to  80 1.  per  annum. 

The  city  of  Dublin  hospitals  and  dispensaries ; 
' also  the  Rathfitrnham  and  CIcndalklu  dispensaries, 
all  within  eight  miles. 

There  is  not. 

There  is  no  disptmsary  attached  to  any  hospital  ■ 
in  my  district ; but  there  is  another  dispensary  in 
the  town  of  Swords,  supported  liberally  by  the 
governois  of  the  Swords  school,  and  for  attending 
a salary  of  80 1.  sterlin?  per  annum,  a house  rent  £ 

There  is  not  any  hospital,  or  any  other  dispensary 
in  my  district. 

which,  an  apothecary  is  paid 
ree,  and  other  emoluments. 

I only  attend  one  chspensary.  The  distance  is 
ooe  mile  and  a half  from  my  residence.  Tbe  salary 
is  50  2.  per  annum.  1 attend  the  dispensary  two 
(lays  in  the  week,  and  such  sick  as  are  confined  to  ' 
bed  I attend  every  day,  if  their  illness  or  accident  ' 
rMuires  it. 

I only  attend  one  dispensary.  1 am  obliged  to 
attend  at  a certain  hour,  three  days  in  the  week. 
My  apothecary  is  always  resident. 

I do  not  attend  more  than  one  dispensary.  At- 
tendance is  required  every  day. 

Yes,  certainly. 

I do  consider  myself  personally  responsible  to 
attend  all  acute  cases  at  the  respective  residences 
of  all  such  patients  as  obtain  visitbg  tickets  from 
subscribers.  ' 

1 do,  in  all  cases. 

Yes,  a register  is  kept. 

There  is  a register  kept,  in  which  the  names  of 
all  jiersons  who  apply  for  medical  aid  are  entered. 
Those  who  have  tickets  of  recommendation  only 
are  attended  either  by  me  or  the  apo&ccary,  upon 
producing  their  ticket ; and  those  who  are  not 
able  to  attend  at  the  institution,  are  visited  at  their 
1 residences,  according  to  the  priority  of  their  ap- 
plication, after  their  visiting  ticket  is  lodeed  inthi 

A register  has  been  kept  of  all  cases  where  appli- 
cation has  been  made,  and  of  the  medicines  fiii- 
nislicd,  and  generally  the  result  has  been  recovery. 

e dispensary. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  from  the  1st  day 
tf  January  1831  to  the  last  day  of  December  1 833, 
has  been  1,604.  Of  this  number,  500  laboured 
under  either  acute  disease,  accident,  or  such  illness 
as  MnSned  tliem  to  bed,  and  were  attended  by  me  a 
Iiogastheycontmued  iU.  The  remaining  1,104  we 
dispecsaiy,  wh(a^  they  received  from  me  medicine 
were  relieved  of  either  the  disease  or  accident  thev  s 

1831  1,952 

1833  1,681 

t their  own  dwellings  so 
re  able  to  come  to  the 

and  advice,  until  tliey  1832,  and  influent 

uffered  from.  able  epidemic  disea 

The  number  of  individuals  relieved,  os  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained,  is  as  follows : 

For  the  year  ending  Nov.  1,  1833  - 1,200 

For 1632  - 1,000 

For  ------  - 1831  - 1,000 

With  the  exception  of  cholera  in  the  summer  of 
a in  the  present  year,  fliere  has  not  been  any  remark- 
se,  or  other  than  the  diseases  common  to  the  poor. 

I bdieve  not. 

Sometimes,  indeed  frequently ; but  if  a subscriber 
recommends  such  a person,  I never  question  Ids 
claim  upon  my  attendance,  although  I know  it  is 
wrong  to  allow  it. 

Persons  holding  small  portions  of  land,  who  are 
not  actual  paupeis,  hut  yet  are  poor,  aie  amongst 
the  persons  most  frequently  benufitted,  they  being 
recommended  by  subscribers  as  (iropcr  objects. 

The  medicines  are  supplied,  by  order  of  the 
>“naging  committee,  from  the  drureist  to  the  dis- 
pen^y,  and  distributed  by  me  to  the  poor  at  that 
UBlitudon. 

By  my  order,  as  treasurer  to  the  dispensary. 

By  tbe  medical  attendant,  who  is  allowed  a certain 
sum  by  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Receipt.  Espenditure, 
£■  79  16  £.  64  6 

70  1 2 64  10 

67  14  0 62  15 


Receipt. 

1831  - .£.212  14 

1832  - 217  9 

1333  - 205  2 


SXPENBITUaB. 


OKJTBRAl,  HEADS 
Phj^ician’s  salary,  medicbe, 


from  the  grand  juiy,  aud  by 
Pnvate  subscription.  InoneMunty.  ^ 


By  voluntary  subscription,  and  a graud  jury 
grant  only  fi  om  one  county. 


By  voluntary  contribution,  and  b 
from  t!ie  grand  jury  of  the  county  ol 


my  0^^^  dispensary  at 

> opmou,  admirably  disposed  of. 


ttie,  certainly  not  one-lialf,  of  the  .....  . ........ 

poverty  t“d  distress  Xam  called  upon  daily 


0.5. 


You  see  by  answerto  query  11,  how  ourfundsare 
disposed  of,  to  a cevtidu  extent ; but  I could  state, 
without  dread  of  contradiction,  that  I make  very 
I take  credit  for,  (nor  can  any  man  whowitnesscs 
■ ■ '■  d)  by  thedispensary.  Icannot, 

dispensary,  to  adopt  any  sufigestioii  that  would  enable  n 


Tbe  estabiishment  under  ray  charge  would  be 
moie  efficient  if  an  additional  fund  could  be  pro- 
cured, and  a proper  arrangement  made  to  supply 
the  poor  with  wholesome  food ; but  if  a medic.al 
institution,  iu  a populous  district,  lie  thought  ne- 
cessary, it  canuot  be  supported  at  a less  expense 
than  the  pnisent. 
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Castledermott  Dispensarj>-, 


Carbeny  Dispensary. 


Athy  Dispensary. 


Samuel  Rickard  Carter  Esq.  Jled'  Super*. 


J.  Grattan,  Esq.,  Medieal  Officer. 


William  Clayton,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  R.  N. 


Castledermott  Dispensary ; established  16  Au. 
gust  1816. 


established 


The  Carberry  Dispensary ; 

year  1819,  for  the  treatment  erf  fever,  arresting  the 
progress  of  contagion,  &c. 


Athy  Dispensary,  established 


Six ; namely,  Carberry,  Canick,  Numey,  Ark- 
hills,  parts  of  Myler’s  Town,  and  Kilreny,  all  in 
the  county  Kildare. 


Eight  parishes,  three  of  which  are  in  the  Queen’s 
county,  the  remainder  in  the  county  Kildare. 


county  of  Kildare, 


At  Baltinglass,  Ballitore,  Athy  and  Carlow, 


The  Edenderry,  4 miles ; Johnstown 
Clonard,  county  Meath,  about  6 miles. 


Stradbally  andBallickmoyler  Dispensaries,  in  the 
Queen’s  county,  and  Monasterevan,  Ballitore  and 
Oistle  Der-mott,  in  the  county  Kildare. 


afirmary  within  the 


There 

district. 


dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 


I do  not  attend  any  other  bstltution ; my  ealire 
attention  is  devoted  to  theCastledermott  dispensaiy. 


The  Caiberry  and  the  Edenderry  diqiensarics 
only.  The  expense  of  Carberry  for  surgeon,  apo- 
thecary, and  house  for  the  dispensary,  is  50 1,  per 
annum : thiee  days  weekly. 


I do  not  attend  any  hut  the  Athy  dispensary, 
which  I attend  daily.  There  is  a fixed  salary  of 
341.  12s.  id.  per  annum,  and  afiirther  allowance 
for  visits,  making  the  rvhole  emolument  between 
701.  and  801.  per  annum. 


It  is  my  duty  to  attend  at  the  houses  of  the  sick 
poor,  at  any  distance  within  the  district,  od  tbe 
recommendation  of  a subscriber,  without  any  addi- 
tional fee  or  remuneration. 


I consider  it  a duty  to  attend  to  all  surgical  and 
lost  of  the  medical  eases.  Some  of  the  latter, 
nd  convalescents,  are  of  necessity  attended  to  by 
n assistant  or  appi-entdce. 


The  printed  tickets  are  noted  and  filed,  counter- 
tickets  exchanged  for  them,  each  remaining  one 
month  in  force. 


There  is  a correct  register  kept  of  the  patients 
visited  ; but  those  who  attend  the  dispensary, 
eldom  report  the  result  of  their  cases. 


prevailing  diseases,  fever,  dyspeptic  and  bowel, 
chronic,  rheumatic,  &c.  &c. 

1830  606 

1831  698 


1831  . . - - - 1,098 

1832  1,100 

1833  - . . • - 1,012 

Accidents,  fevers,  dyspeptic  complaints,  labcuis, 
vaccination,  and  every  modification  of  disease  iiici' 
dent  to  the  country,  but  particularly  dyspepsia. 


The  number  of  persons  relieved  (as  appears  by 
the  ticicets  granted)  were. 

In  1830  2,319 

1831  '2,719 

1832  2,378 


Very  seldom ; 


It  sometimes  happens ; a subscriber 
be  deceived  in  the  applicant. 


Very  seldom. 


By  Messrs.  P.  A.  & C.  Leslie,  of  Bride-street, 


Medicine  is  ordered  by  the  treasurer,  on  requi- 
sition of  the  medical  officer,  from  Messrs.  Boileau 
and  George,  whose  account  is  paid  on  delivery  by 
the  ti-easurer. 


A list  (in  English)  of  medicines  required  for  the 
dispensary  is  furnished  by  the  apothecary  to  the  sur- 
geon for  his  approval;  it  is  then  submitted  to  a 
committee  of  three  subscribers ; the  medicines  are 
I.eslie&  Co.  of  Dublin. 


Dublin,  and  paid  for  half-yearly. 


then  furnished  by  Me 


Receipt 

1831  - - £.63  1 0 

1832  - - 139  11  7 

1833  - - 185  10  Hi 

Expended  in  dr  ags,-  liouse-ren 
and  stamps. 


Receipt. 

1830  £.66  12  3 

1831  67  11  3 

1832  60  16  3 

Expense  of  drugs,  fi'eight,  stamps,  printing,  &c. 
in  treasurer’s  account,  examined  and  ratified  by 
the  committee  annually. 


, obtained  ftoo 


3ne  moiety  arises  from  subscriptions ; the  other 
grantetl  by  presentment  of  die  Kildare  grand 


By  subscriptions  and  presci 
the  county  of  Kildare  alone. 


One  moiety  by  private  subscriptions,  and  the 
other  by  presentment  fiom  the  county  Kildare. 


M not  awar'e  of  any  change  u 
of  our  funds  which  would  re 
efficient.  The  distribution 
ist  economy. 


It  is  looked  after  carefully  by  the  committee, 
vhosc  management  is  imexceptionablc. 


1 cannot. 
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Clone  Dispensary. 

Donadea  Dispensaiy. 

Jolmstown  Bridge  Dispci^ary. 

Tie  Comniittee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Surgeon  O'Brien. 

Qane  Dispensary,  estaWiahed  in  tne  year  1822, 
to  afford  medical  relief  to  the  indigent  poor,  free  of 
openae  on  their  part. 

The  Donadea  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1830. 

The  Johnstown  Bridge  Dispensary,  opened  on  the 
1 5th  June  1819.  Tlie  words  of  the  first  regulation 
states,  that  “ The  object  of  this  charity  is  solely  for 
' the  relief  of  tlie  tnily  necessitous ; it  is  therefore 
hoped  that  the  subscribers  will  be  careful  to  recom- 
mend those  onlvwho  come  under  that  description." 

Tea;  some  entirely,  and  some  in  part. 

Eight  parishes ; some  of  these  only  in  part ; 
all  in  county  Kildare. 

The  parishes  within  my  district  are,  .1st,  Cadams- 
town;  2d,  Dunforth;  3d,  Mylerstowu ; 4th,  part 
of  Ballinadrimna ; 6tb,  part  of  Numey;  6th,  part 
of  ArdkUl;  7th,  part  of  Kilreaney,  in  the  county 
Kildare ; 8th,  part  of  Longivood ; 9th,  part  of 
Jordanstown,  in  the  county  Meath. 

Donadca,  Johnstown,  Kilcock,  Robcrtstown, 
Eadanstoira  and  Naas  Fever  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary. 

Clane,  Sobertstown,  Kilcock,  Celbridge,  Radans- 
towri,  Johnstown,  and  Naas  Fever  Hospital. 

Kilcock,  distant  six  miles ; Maynooth,  nine  ; 
Clane,  nine ; Donadca,  five,  in  the  county  Kildare ; 
Edenden  y,  eight,  in  the  King’s  County  ; Clonard, 
six;  Augher,  five;  Raflanstown,  seven,  in  the 
county  Meath ; Kcnnegad,  nine,  in  Westmeath. 
There  is  a presentment  for  a dispensary  at  Carberry 
in  this  barony,  but  there  is  no  dispensary. 

There  is  not. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  dispensary  in  the  above 
district. 

I attend  Clone,  where  I reside ; and  Donadea,  ' 
four  miles  distant.  Salary  for  Clane,  601.  per 
annum;  Donadea,  401.  per  annum.  .Three  days’ 
atteadance  in  the  week  at  the  dispensaries,  and  the 
Kiuainder  for  the  most  part  occupied  vMting  the 
sick  at  their  houses. 

I attend  two  dispensaries  within  four  miles  of  each 
other;  salary  for  both,  lOOZ.  perannum.  Three 
days  in  the  week  attendance  at  the  dispensaries,  and 
the  remainder  occupied  visiting  patients  at  their 
homes,  and  cases  of  emergency. 

I attend  the  Johnstown  Bridge  Dispensary  only. 
Iresideinthe  dispensary.  The  salary  is  737.  16s.  llif-; 
the  dispensary  rent,  71.  7 s.  8j  d.  The  days  of 
attendance  are  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  by  the 
regulation ; hut  I do  not  refuse  to  attend  on  other 

I have  invariably  given  personal  attendance,  and 
compound  all  medicines  myself. 

I do. 

I have  given  personal  attendance  since  my  ap- 
pointment in  1 820  ; my  predecessor  did  the  same. 
The  10th  Regulation  says,  “ No  medicine  shall  be 
delivered  by  one  but  the  surgeon,”  and  it  is  stiictly 
complied  with. 

..  There  ia. 

There  is. 

The  names  of  applicants,  their  residences,  and  by 
whom  recommended,  are  registered. 

The  number  of  families  relieved  within  the  last 
three  years  is  S02'.  Intermittent  fever,  influenza, 
pleurisy,  rheumatism,  measles,  bowel  complaints,  in- 
digeahon,  hooping-cough,  asthma,  colic,  dropsy, 
various  cutaneous  diseases,  scurvy,  jaundice,  tumors, 
ulcers,  contusions,  sprmns,  dislocations,  fr:actUTCS, 
wounds,  scalds  and  burns,  itch,  convulsions,  abor- 
tions, difficult  labours,  and  many  others. 

The  Dunfoer  of  families  relieved,  1,233.  Ague, 
pleurisy,  influenza,  bowel  complaint,  eruptions, 
wounds,  dislocations  and  fractures,  with  .a  great 
many  others,  too  numerous  to  mention  here. 

In  1830,  there  were  559  applications  at  the  dis- 
pensary, and  129  visited  at  their  houses;  in  1831, 
538  applioatious, and  304 visited;  in  1832, 608  ap- 
plications, and  231  visited:  total,  2,369.  The 
number  of  - persons  visited  is  only  stated  above ; 
many  of  them  were  visited  seven  or  eight  times,  and 
all  more  than  once. 

I can  suppose  some,  but  very  few. 

I believe  it  docs  not. 

Very  fr  equently. 

• By  contract  and  by  the  medical  officer. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  treasurer  when- 
ever necessary,  (purchased  from  Slcssrs,  Soileau  & 
George,  in  Dublin. ) 

I furnish  a list  of  the  medicine  necessaiy ; it  is 
procuied  by  the  Treasurer. 

Keceipts. 

1831- £.147  13 

1832  . 123  1 lOi 

1833  - 88  15  o| 

Expenditure. 

Salary,  Medicine, 

Kent,  &c,  £.94  3 8 
Ditto  - - 94  6 10 
Ditto  r . 88  15  Oi 

1 Receipts.  | 

: Expenditure. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

Subsci-iption.  1 

”iT  s.  d. 

1831  - 43  6 3 

1832  - 30  0 0 

1833  - 23  0 0 

Grand  Jury 
Presentment. 

£.  s.  d. 

43  0 3 
SO  0 0 

23  0 0 

£.  s.  d. 

55  0 10 

57  0 0 
54  0 0 

1831  - 96  6 

1832  - 95  10 

GEKEHAL  HEAnS 

1830. 

£.  s.  d. 
Bledicines  - 20  13  7 
Salary  to  Sur- 
geon - 73  16  11 

Rent  - - 7 7 8J 

Contingencies  2 3 4 

10 

' 0 1 

1831. 

£.  s.  d. 
17  5 lOJ 

73  16  n 
7 7 8i 

: 0 16  1 i 

99  6 7 
100  0 6i 

1832. 

£.  s.  d. 
16  7 8 

73  16  11 
7 7 8J 
2 8 3 

• By  subscriptions  and  presentments  in  the  same 
county,  viz.  county  Kldave. 

I By  subscription  and  grand  jury  presentment. 

It  is  supported  hy  annual  subscriptions,  and  also 
by  presentment  obtmned  from  the  county  ^dare. 

If  the  funds  were  adequate,  improvements  could 
00  made ; but  now  would  not  admit  of  any  altera- 
tion more  effioient  for  the  relief  of  tlie  poor. 

A fever  hospital  in  this  district  is  much  wanted. 
The  barony  contains  26,000  acres,  and  12,000  in- 
habitants. The  county  has  three  fever  hospitals 
and  one  infirmary,  which  this  barony  has  no 

benefit. 

‘0.5.  D 2 
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Kilcock  Dispensary. 

Monasterevan  Dispensary. 

Newbiidge  Dispensary. 

Kiicoclc  Bispensaiy. 

Monasterevan  Dispensary,  established  in  1811. 

Newbridge  Dispensary  waTatablish^ 

1830.  I have  only  been  m care  since  July  18327 

Five,  and  aU  in  the  same  county. 

Five ; viz.  Monasterevan  and  lAcker,  in  county 
of  Kildare ; Kildargan,  Harristown  and  Bally- 
bracken,  in  the  King's  County. 

Five,  all  of  which  are  in  the  county  of  KildaTT~ 

There  are  dispensariea  at  Maynooth,  Celbridge, 
Leixlip,  Lucan,  Clane,  Donadea  and  Naaa,  all  in 
the  county  of  Kildare ; and  at  Trim,  Summeihill, 
Agher,  BoUardstown,  BunshaughJin,  in  Meath,  all 
witin  ten  miles  of  Kilcock. 

Ballybrittas,  Poitarlington,  Rathangan,  and  the 
County  Infinnary,  situated  in  the  town  of  Kildare. 

The  County  Infirmary  is  at  Kildare,  four  nAj 
off ; a dispensary,  with  fever  hospital  attached  at 
Kilcullen,  four  miles  distant ; the  same  at  Naas 
six  miles  j and  a dispensary  at  Rathangan,  eight.  ’ 

There  is  no  dispensary  or  other  charitable  insti- 
tution vrithin  the  district.  I 

There  is  not. 

No. 

My  attendance  is  exclnaively  confined  to  the 
Kilcock  Bispensaxy. 

I do  not. 

No.  Newbridge  is  near  six  miles  from  my  resU 

denceinNaas.  I attend  twice  weekly,  and  am  paid 

sot  yearly. 

Where  the  patient  is  a pauper,  I do  consider  it 
my  duty  to  attend  trithin  the  distiict  all  cases, 
when  called  upon  by  a subscriber. 

Ido. 

Certainly. 

Of  afi  cases  where  application  has  been  made, 
with  the  manner  they  have  been  disposed  of,  a re- 
gular register  is  kept ; of  their  results  there  is  no 
register. 

I There  is ; • the  applications  have  met  with 
prompt  attention,  and  the  result,  generally  speak- 
^ ing,  succesafuL 

j 

' 

I have  kept  as  particular  a register  as  cireum- 
1 stances  permit. 

This  dispensary  beh^  only  established  in  March 
last,  I can  merely  fumid  an  account  of  the  persons 
relieved  since  tlmt  period ; their  number  amounts 
to  870.  The  usual  diseases  met  with  here  are 
fevers,  generally  of  the  continued  type,  and  pulmo- 
nary complrints.  , 

1830  - • 2,069  patients  - 10  died. 

1831  - - 2,129  „ - 8 „ 

1832  - - 2,056  „ - 12  „ 

1 Fever,  coughs,  bowel  complaints,  consumption, 
i rheumatism,  diseases  of  the  eye,  diseases  of  the 
skin,  accidents,  sexual  diseases,  inffintilc  diseases, 
chronic,  and  other  cases  of  an  anomalous  character. 

1 I believe  fifty  new  cases  monthly  a correct  average 
number. 

It  may  happen  that  persons  not  objects  of  charity 
sometimes  poi'ticipatc  in  the  benefits  of  the  institu- 
tion, when  such  persons  are  recommended  by  a subsi 
rules  of  the  dispensary  that  no  person  but  a nauper  1 

I am  not  aware  of  any, 

jriber  j but  it  is  one  of  the 
be  recommended. 

Yes,  but  seldom. 

They  are  paid  for  out  of  the  funds  established  for 
the  support  of  the  dispensary. 

At  the  expense  of  the  institution,  purchased 
from  a druggist. 

Ordered  by  the  managing  Committee  from  s re- 
spectable Dublin  druggist. 

On  account  of  the  recent  establishment  of  this 
institution,  1 cannot  answer  this  query. 

1830  - - £.121  6 0 

1 1831  - - - 110  16  0 

1 1832  - - - 108  14  0 

1 These  sums,  with  a balance  in 
1 treasurer's  hands,  have  dis- 
bursed the  expenses,  including 
salary  of  m^cal  attendant, 
rent,  &c, 

Receipts. 

MwSfor’l831?*6a  5 0 

reived  for  IS32  43  10  0 
° ment  fOT  dUto'l  43  10  0 

ceived  for  1333  48  7 6 
County  Present-  ' 

meat  for  ditto  - 48  7 6 i 

303  5 0 

Expenditure. 

By  Salary  to  Medical  Attendant  ;£.  149  0 t 
Servants' 'Wages  and  Fuel  - 10  4 0 

Medicine,  InstruTuents,  &G.  - ,2  ^ 

Books,  Stamps,  Printing,  &c.  3 17  4 

Furniture  and  Repairs  to  ^ 

Dispensary  - - - 9 18  8} 

Halfa'i'car's  Renlof  Diepensary  6 0 « 
One  Year’s  Subscription  to  . 

Fever  Hospital  - - - 1 - 

"273  rfi 

, By  Cash  in  Treasnrer’s  hands  - 15  5 lOJ 

last  County  Presentment,  not  « 

yet  received  - - - 20 14  u_ 

308  5 9 

By  private  subscriptions,  .and  a grant  from  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county  in  which  it  is  rituated  only. 

By  private  subscriptions  and  county  presentment 
from  this  county  alone. 

By  private  snbscriptions,  and  an  equri  amouBt 
. from  the  county,  presented  by  the  grand  jury. 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  which  would  make 
this  institution  more  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the 
poorer  classes. 

I cannot. 

No. 
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Kobertstown  Dispensory. 


W.  Godfi(y  Dyoi,  Esq.  1 


Robcrtstown  Disi)ensary. 


Three  parishes,  and  a portion  of  a fourth  parish, 
jU  situated  within  the  county  Kildare. 


Donoghmore  or  Ballyraggett;  Ahainey  or  Lis- 
douney ; Kiimacar ; part  of  the  Union  trf  Bum 
Church ; part  of  Coolcraheen ; part  of  Aughour 
or  Freshford ; all  situated  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny, except  a very  small  portion  of  Aharney. 


Kildare  Infirmary,  distant  8 miles ; Naas  Fever 
Hospital  aud  Dispensary,  distant  7 miles;  New- 
bridge Dispensary;  Clane  ditto;  the  former  7 
piiS,  die  latter  5 miles. 


There  is  not  any  dispensary  attached  to  any  hos- 
piul  or  infirmary  within  my  district. 


e than  one  public  medical  in- 


TIicTlobertstown  dispensary  not  being  established 
more  than  one  year,  I cannot  reply  to  this  question, 


Very  seldom. 


The  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  Messrs. Leslie 
&Co.,  Dublin,  purchased  out  of  the  general  fund. 


private  subscription  and  gi'nnd  jury  present* 
toenl,  obtained  fiom  only  one  county. 


lot  that  the  poor  in  this  country  are 

hbJt’'  predisposed  to  be  attacked  by  the 
'Polemic  of  the  season,  but  are  also  more 
vw.Fnr.*'*-  J “ disease  (whatever  it  may  be), 

S7T1  of . „o„  ,i„i„ 

'"18  i attribute  1 ■ • - 

Robertstr 


Ballyra^ett  Dispensary. 


John  Bradley,  Esq.,  Surgeon 


Ballyraggett  Dispensary. 


Freshford,  6 miles ; Castieoomer,  6 miles ; Dur- 
w,  5 miles ; Ballinakill,  S miles ; Ahbeylcis,  8 
miles.  The  two  last  are  in  the  Queen's  County. 


I consider  it  my  duty  to  see  every  case  at  the 
dispensary,  if  the  patient  be  able  to  attend ; if 
able  to  attend,  1 consider  it  my  duty  to  visit. 


A register  Is  kept  of  all  cases,  whether  treated 
at  the  dispensary  or  at  the  houses  of  the  patients : 
in  which  are  recorded  the  name,  residence,  and 
disease  of  the  patient,  with  the  result,  whether 
recovery  or  death. 


The  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  last 
three  years  amounts  to  3,097,  of  which  30  died. 
The  prevalent  diseases  are,  fevers,  and  disorders  of 
the  digestive  organs. 


The  instances  of  such  participation  are  few. 


Receipts.  1 

1631  : I 

SubscriptioDS  £.52  4 0 
Presentment  - 52  4 0 


Presentment  121  18  0 


1833: 

Subscriptions  & 
Presentment  103  0 0 


Expenditure. 
Salary,  SurS"  £.80  0 0 
Rent  - - - 10  0 0 
Medicine,  Sec.  IS 

103  19  5 


Salary&Rent  10000 
Me^cine,  &c.  33  8 8^1 

133  8 8^j 


Callan  Dispense. 


Mr.  Abraham  W.  Crtmyn,  Medical  Attendan 


I superintend  the  Callan  Dispensary ; 
established  about  1 6 years  ago. 


1 my  district,  all  in  the 


The  Kilkenny  Dispensary,  Infirmary  and  Fever 
Hospital,  8 miles  distant,  and  the  Kiimagrauuy 
witbun  7 miles ; hut  that  is  a country  village. 


No  dispensary  or  hospital  within  my  district. 


I only  attend  the  Callan  Dispensary. 


Ri  some  medical  cases,  my  Ibreman  attends  in 
my  absence ; but  in  any  surgical  or  midwifery  case, 
I consider  it  my  duty  to  ^ve  roy  own  personal 
attendance. 


There  is  a register  kept  of  the  number  relieved. 


Thirteen  thousand  have  been  relieved  within  the 
last  tliree  years.  Fever,  ague,  affections  of  the  lungs, 
and  bilious  attacks,  the  must  general  diseases. 


Persons  who  are  in  circumstances  nol 
gratuitous  assistance,  sometimes  apply. 


0 require 


The  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  committee, 
and  paid  for  out  of  the  general  fund. 


Annual  Receipt: 

Subscriptions  - - -6.70 

Presentments  - - 70 


140  0 0 


Salary  & Rent  90  0 0 I , , , 
Medicine,  &c.  12  16  0 ' 

102  16  0 


By  private  subscriptions,  and  by  presentments 
obtained  from  the  county  of  lUIkenny  only. 


Salary  - - - -£.  100. 

Annual  Expenditure  about  £.  150. 

In  consequence  of  the  two  last  presentments  n 
' ing  been  paid,  the  committee  arc  a good  deal 


It  is  supported  by  subscriptions,  annually,  a 
presentment  to  the  amoimt  of  tbe  subscription 
the  county ; only  the  county  Kilkenny. 


character  than  that  attendant  0 


0.5, 


symptoms  of  the  disease  in  persons  better  crircumstaoced  in  life, 
improper  diet,  want  of  cleanliness,  fatigue,  and  irregular  Habits.  I caimot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  distribution  of  the  funds  of 
town  Dispensary,  which  could  be  so  advantageous  to  t^ie  poor  as  the  mode  now  subsisting.- 


r>  3 
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Castle  Comer  Dispensary. 

Durrow  Dispensary. 

Frcsbfoi-d  Dispensary. 

George  Hartford,  Esq.,  M.  r. 

Itoliert  Drought,  Esq.,  si.d. 

James  CaBereon,  Esq.,  m.d.  ' ~ 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  but  the  Castle 
Corner  Dispensary,  established  in  1808. 

the  Queen’s  County  and  the  county  K 
the  poor  of  the  Queen’s  County,  Moyni 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  said  Queen’s  Cou 

Durrow  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year  1 829, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Dun'ow  and  its  vici- 
nity, Durrow  being  completely  surrounded  by 
ilkenny.  Grand  jury  refusing  to  present  in  aid  of 
> Dispensary  was  established  in  March  1 833  for  the 
uty. 

There  is  both  an  hospital  and  dispensarv  in 
ford.  The  object  of  the  hospital  is  to  receivs*'*^' 

cinal  ossislancc  to  tlie  poor  of  the  district ; eiubiislirtis^ 

Part  of  the  parish  of  Dysart,  tlie  whole  of  Castle 
Comer ; one  of  the  most  populous  iu  Ireland,  con- 
taining a population  of  13,990  inhabitants. 

Three  entire  parishes,  and  part  of  four  parishes ; 
all  are  not  in  the  same  county,  Durrow  being  in  the 
county  Kilkenny. 

I believe  sk  or  seven,  all  in  the  county  KilicT^ 

Within  nine  miles,  south,  is  the  Killienny  Infir- 
ijiary  and  Fever  Hospital ; within  five  miles,  west, 
is  the  Ballyragget  Dispensary  ; within  five  miles, 
north,  is  the  Ballenakil  Dispensary ; and  five  miles, 
east,  is  the  Newtown  Dispensary. 

Ballinakill,  Ballyragget,  Abheyleix  and  Bath- 
downy  Dispensaries. 

County  Infirmary  and  Fever  Hoq>ital,  Kilkeniv 
Ballyra^et,  Johnstown,  Urlingford,  Durrow  and 
Kilkenny  Dispensary. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  infir- 
mary within  this  district. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  the  dis- 
trict. My  salary  for  attending  both  dispensaries 
is  at  present  70Z.  per  annum. 

There  Is  but  an  hospital  and  dispensary  in  my 
district ; they  are  entirely  distinct.  Wy  own  sa- 
lary and  that  of  the  apothecary  is  1001.  per  annum 
(for  both)  for  the  dispensary;  I attend  the  hos- 
pital gratis. 

I do  not  attend  any  other  dispensary,  hospital  or 
infirmary ; it  would  be  impossible,*  the  duties  of  this 
being  so  laborious.  1 am  required  to  give  attend- 
ance every  day  in  the  week. 

I attend  two  dispensaries,  viz.  Durrow  and  Moyne, 
each  two  days  in  every  week.  On  being  appointed 
to  the  Durrow  Dispensary,  I was  obliged  to  become 
a resident  of  the  town.  Moyne  Dispensary  is  dis- 
tant in  or  about  a mile  from  my  residence. 

I do  not  attend  any  dbpensary  or  hospital  but 
those  I have  stated  above ; I attend  loth  daily,  both 
of  which  are  within  the  town  of  Freshford. 

I do,  and  have  always  done  so. 

I do,  and  have  not  confined  my  attendance  to  the 
particular  days  specified  in  each  week. 

Certainly,  in  most  cases. 

There  is  a roister  kept,  with  the  names,  diseases, 
residenecs  of  the  patients,  with  the  date  of  their 
application,  and  by  whom  recommended,  &c. 

A regular  registry  is  kept  of  the  patients  seekii^ 
relief  from  either  dispensary.  M^icine  and  ad- 
vice are  regularly  given,  hut  the  result  is  not  al- 
ways known. 

There  is  such  a registry  kept,  and  I have  disposal 
of  most  of  the  cases  by  giving  my  owu  attendance 
when  necessary,  and  generally  with  a fovourable 

1830,  3,943;  1831,  4,009;  1832,  4,362.  The 
general  diseases  seem  to  be  here,  as  elsewhere,  in- 
flammatory fever,  pleuritis,  pneumonia,  and  besides 
h)w  fever,  rheumatism,  and  phthisis  or  consump- 
tion, which  is  very  prevalent.  Want  of  space 
obliges  me  not  to  enter  more  fully  on  the  subject. 
Accidents  arc  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  colliery 

Fromlst  January  1830  to  1st  January  1833,4,573  ' 
patients  have  received  medicine  and  advice ; dis-  , 
eases  most  general  were  fevei-s,  catarrhs,  influenza,  , 
and  inflammatory  affections  of  the  chest,  disease  of 
the  stomach,  liver  and  bowels,  complaints  of  women 
and  children,  rheumatism,  disease  of  the  skin,  eye, 
and  urinary  organs,  accidents,  fractures  and  contu- 
sions. ulcers,  abscesses  and  anthrax,  &c. 

The  number  of  persons  who  applied  for  and  re- 
ceived aid  fr  om  the  dispensary,  for  the  last  three 
years  to' the  80th  of  December  last,  were  3,269. 
The  diseases  tieated  were  various,  both  surgical  and 
medical. 

Very  seldom,  as  there  are  scarcely  any  but 
paupers  in  this  distiict. 

I beUeve  afew  such  cases  have  occurred, 

1 Such  cases  may  have  sometimes  occurred  thiongh 
■ ignorance  on  the  pas  t of  the  suhacribeis  ^ to  the 
1 circumstances  of  those  who  applied  for  relief. 

By  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Druggists,  Bride- 
street,  Dublin. 

The  subscribers  elect  a committee  of  part  of  the 
members  and  the  Treasurer ; the  physician  makes 
out  a list  of  the  medicines  requisite,  and  the  Trea- 
surer procures  them  from  aDublin  druggist. 

The  Treasurer  to  the  dispensary  pays  for  the  me- 
dicines according  to  my  order,  which  medicuiw  sie 
always  supplied  from  the  house  of  Messrs.  Bodeau 
& George. 

Receipt. 

1830  - £.284-  0 ( 

1831  - 270  8 •< 

1832  - 251  4 < 

OfKEUAZ.  HEADS  0 

1830. 

£.  7 d. 

Salaries  - - 17.3  0 0 

Medicine  - - 55  3 

Rent  and  Fuel  - 19  0 0 

CeDtiD}*cnctee  - 7 16  2 I 

1 

) 

) 

£ 

17: 

Exp, 

£.251 

26! 

27! 

XPENDM 

1331. 

. s.  d. 

5 0 0 
5 7 6 
} 0 0 

i jo  3 

enditure. 

’ 7 H 

1 11  9 
MO  3^ 

1332. 

£.  7 d. 

190  0 6 
64  14  10 
19  0 0 

0 13  2 
5 2 3^ 

Receipt. 

1830  - £.187  13  ) 

1831  - 122  4 1 

1832  - 139  17  < 

GENERAL  HEADS  0) 

1830. 

Salaries  and  — 

Rent  -£.113  3 0 
Medicine  - 18  10  9 
Sundries  - 19  11  3i 
Balance  paid 
Treasurer  - - - 

i Ex, 
1 1 £.18 
16 

1 1 18 
P EXPENDITI 

1831. 

134  4 0 
22  2 6 
4 10  7 

penditure. 

1 5 0 
:0  17  1 
.2  1 10  i 

1832. 

130  0 0 
16  13  6 
3 4 2 

2 4 2^ 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1830  - £.146  3 0 1 £.137  16  H 

1831  - 136  19  6 134  11  10 

1832  - 112  18  7 1 131  .5  8 

I.e.rving  a balance  due  to  tlie  \ £_  jg  jq  j 
Treasurer  for  diis  last  year  J 

By  subscription  and  presentment,  the  Hon. 
Clark  Wanderford  being  the  principal  subscriber. 
A presentment  from  the  county  Kilkenny  gian^ 
jiiiy  only  is  looked  for,  when  an  equal  sum  to  that 
subsciibed  is  generally  obtained. 

Durrow,  by  private  subscription,  and  county  Kil- 
kenny, presentment;-  Moyne,  by  private  subsci'ip- 
tion;  and  Queen’s  County,  presentment. 

By  private  subscription,  and  grand  jury  present- 
meut  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny  alone. 

I really  pauuot,  unless  something  in  the  way  of 
an  hospital  could  he  established,  mto  which  the 
several  severe  accidents,  &c.,  that  frequently  occur, 
cotild  be  removed,  and  attended  to  better  than  at  a 
distance  at  their  own  houses.  1 also  think  a fever 
hospital  would  be  useful  (after  a time),  as  at  pre- 
sent patients  have  a dislike  to  going  into  such  establ 

I cannot. 

slu,ncut». 

I cannot. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


yoJ"  info  CONDITION  tlit  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND.  3^ 


LEINSTER— Kilkenny. 


GoTOan  Dispensaiy. 

Graigue  Dispensaiy. 

Inistiogue  Dispensarj'. 

Jdme$  Newell,  Esq.  Suigeon. 

Edward  Fitzpatrick,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Miles  Sterlinff,  Esq.  t.  c.  s.  d. 

”^wran  Dispetisary,  estnblislied  May  1822,  for 
sJorfiog  meiical  and  surgical  relief  to  the  sick  and 
; ii^poor  of  the  disti'ict,  and  those  unable  to  pay 
for  medical  advice  (within  a distance  of  four  miles 
ofeachsdeof  Gowran.) 

Graigue  Dispensary,  established  anno  1810. 

The  Innistloge  dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1818;  its  object  is,  to  afford  medicine  and  advice 
gratuitously  to  the  sick  poor. 

Eight  entire  parishes,  and  parts  of  four  others, 
,11  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 

Five  parishes ; three  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny, twe  in  the  county  of  Carlow. 

There  are  two  entire  parishes,  and  part  of  three 
others  in  my  district;  they  are  all  in  the  same 
county. 

The  nearest  medical  institution  is  almost  10 
English  miles  distant ; namely,  the  County  In- 
firaary,  Fever  Hospital  and  Kilkenny  Dispensary, 
Craig  and  Thomastown  Dispensaries. 

The  dispensaries  of  Bonis,  Gowran,  Thomas- 
town and  Iimistioge  surround  me,  all  within  10 

There  are  Sve  dispensaries  within  1 0 miles ; viz. 
Ross,  Thomastown,  Graigue,  Stoneyford  and  Kil- 
maganny. 

No  other  medical  institution  in  this  district. 

Thei-e  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  my 
district. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  within  my  district. 

I only  attend  one  dispensary ; my  salary  has 
been  85 1 for  each  of  the  last  three  years.  I attend 
at  the  dispensary  three  days  in  each  week,  and  the 
alternaU  days  1 visit  patients  unable  to  attend. 

I only  attend  the  Graigue  Dispensary ; receive 
70 1 per  annum.  1 attend  two  days  in  the  week, 
and  am  visiting  the  sick  the  other  days. 

I do  not  attend  more  than  one  dispensary.  -Tlie 
salary  is  761.  per  annum.  The  days  of  attendance 
are  two  in  each  week,  viz.  Tuesday  and  Friday. 

Iconsideritmy  duty  to  give  my  personal  attend- 
ance at  home  and  elsewbere,  and  I invariably 
do  so. 

Ido. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  give  my  personal  attend- 
ance when  a subscriber  recommends  any  individual 
as  a 9t  object  to  receive  medicine  and  advice  from 
the  institution. 

A registry  is  kept,  in  which  are  entered  the 
names  of  the  patients  recommended,  their  resi- 
dence, admission,  date  and  disease.  A copy  of  the 
medical  treatment  in  each  case  is  kept,  and  the 
result.  This  is  carefully  esamined  by  the  sub- 
scribers. 

There  is  a register  kept ; but  it  is  impossible  to 
know  the  result  in  all  the  cases,  as  the  people  are 
only  disposed  to  know  your  opinion  wither  the 
patient  will  live  or  die,  and  never,  perhaps,  come 
to  say  if  they  ultimately  recovered. 

There  has  been  a register  kept  during  the  lost 
year,  but  all  the  cades  have  not  been  entered  in  it. 

The  niunber  of  patients  admitted  for  the  last 
three  years,  6,108.  Discharged  cured,  5,564 ; 
dischaiged  reheved,  468;  died,  76;  sent  to  Kil- 
kenny Fever  Hospital,  10  (destitute) ; in  all,  as 
above,  6,108.  The  principal  diseases  treated  are,  i 
sflections,  stomach  and  bowel  complaints,  rheumatis 
plaints,  disease  of  children,  tedious,  difRcult  and 
(hslocations,  wounds,  tumors,  ulcers,  diseases  of  the 

I could  not,  from  the  above  reason ; but  I will 
say  about  1,000.  The  general  diseases  are  in- 
flammation, fover,  cholera  and  influenza. 

evers,  agues,  pneumonia  and  chest 
m,  diseases  of  the  eye,  female  com- 
prcternatuial  labours,  fractures, 

! skin,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  number  of  applicants  at  the  dispensary  this 
year  will  amount  to  between  4,000  and  6,000. 
The  most  prevailing  diseases  are,  inflammations  of 
the  different  tissues  of  the  lungs,  fevers,  derange- 
ment of  the  digestive  organs,  and  inflammation  of 
the  bowels,  £cc. 

The  governors  are  particular  in  this  ease,  but 
some  few  infringements  have  occurred. 

It  frequently  occurs  so,  in  consequence  of  get- 
ting tickets  from  fiiendly  subscribers. 

It  does  very  frequently. 

Meditines  arc  supplied  by  the  committee,  and 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer. 

By  order  of  the  committee,  from  P.  A . & C. 
Leslie,  Druggists,  Dublin. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  with  the  funds  of 
the  establishment  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & George, 
Druggists,  Dublin.- 

1831. 

Subscriptions  £.71  15  6 I 
Presentment  - 71  15  6 I 
Petty  Session\  n o r 
Rnes  ./  2 3 6 

1831. 

Salary  - f . 85  0 0 • 
hledioines  - 37  15  7J 

Ointingenties  - 8 8 0 
133  2 9i 

1832. 

1 63  14  6 
63  14  6 
3 0 0 

1832. 
133  6 6 

1833. 
1 56'  8 6 
56  8 6 
4 6 0 

1833. 
127  0 0 

Re 

1830  - £.  62 

1832  - - 135 

1833  - - 97 

QEtlEKAL  HSAI 

1830. 

Salary  £.63  6 8 
Medicine  9 5 2 
Rent  - 8 0 0 

Sundries  0 19  7 
Balance  paid 

8^  6 £ 
2 0 1 

7 0 I 

IS  07  EXPENI 

1632. 

70  0 0 
30  18  3 
4 19  0 
3 5 6 

9 3 0 

Expenditure. 
171  11  5 
120  6 9 
101  17  6 

1833. 

70  0 0 
26  12  7{ 
4 10  0 
0 14  O' 

1831;  £-‘-d. 

Balance  in  Trea- 
surer’s hand  - 4 !8  8 

r“’’presenmenl  - 44-13  0 

1K2:  , S 

CaPtMcmme^nt  - 62  }5  0 

VlVo 

Subscriptions-  - 68  19  0 
Co.  Priientraent  - 68  19  0 
Magislratc’a  tines  0 8 D 
£.118  3 0 

EspendiiQte.  ^ ^ ^ 

Ho'^^rent,*  “ile- 
dicine,  &c.  - 34  4 8 

£94  4 8 
Surgeon’s  Salary  - 65  0 0 
Me£cine,Ueiil,ku.  49  17  0 
£-114  17  0 

Treasurer-  - 8 13  0 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - 78  0 0 
Medicine,  Uen^&o.  34  4 3 
Bnlaneo  in  hands 
of  Treasurer  - 0 8 9 
£.118  3~0 

By  subscriptions  and  county  presentment  from 
the  county  Kilkenny  only. 

By  presentment  from  the  county  Kilkenny. 

If  is  supported  by  subscriptions  and  presentments 
obtained  from  the  county  Kilkenny  only. 

T cannot,  the  funds  being  too  small  to  assist  in 
other  way.  The  governors  of  Gowran  Dis- 
l^nsary  lave  built  a good  liouseby  subscription  for 
and  also  apartments  for  the  resi- 
to  of  the  medical  attendant,  rent-free  for  ever. 

An  hospital  would  bo  of  tbe  greatest  benefit  to 
the  poor,  but  the  funds  at  present  would  not  be 
adequate  to  support  it. 

maintain  two  or  three  beds  for  terions  aci 
safely  to  the  County  Infirmary,  which  is  tv 
clioroetor  lireaking  out,  the  speedy  remov* 

I am  not  aware  that  the  funds  of  the  establish- 
mciit  under  my  care  could  be  more  judiciously 
applied  than  they  are  at  present ; but  it  woulil  be  a 
great  deaderatum  if  the  funds  were  sufficient  to 

lof  the  first  cases  might  prevent  Iho  spreading  of  such  disease. 

0.5.  D 4 
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LEINSTER — Kilkenny. 


Johnstown  D^ensary. 

Kilkenny  Dispensary. 

Kilmacow  Dispensary 

ant, 

Patrick  RyoM,  Es(i.  m.  d. 

N.  Alcock,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attend 

Johnstown  Dispensary ; no  other  under  my  cere 
established  I813. 

I have  under  my  care  the  Kilkenny  Dispen- 
sary, established  in  the  year  1814,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  medical  and  medicinal  aid  to  the 
poor  of  the  city  and  its  liberties. 

Kilmacow  Dispensary,  established  in  1817 

Three  parishes,  all  in  this  county ; I often  go 
into  others. 

1 

There  axe  four  parishes  includedin  my  district, 
all  situated  in  the  city  and  its  liberties. 

Eight,  all  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 

Urlingfbrd,  Freshfbrd,  Rathdowny  and  Temple- 

We  have  in  the  city  a county  infirmary  and  a 
fever  hospital,  and  within  ten  miles  round  seven  dis- 
pensaries ; viz.  Thomastown,  Stoneyfbrd,  Knock- 
topher,  Kilmagaoy,  Callan,  Tushford  and  Castle- 

A branch  of  the  Whiteehurch  dispensary  at 
Pilltown,  about  seven  miles  dbtant. 

None  whatever. 

There  b no  other  dbpensary  within  my  dbtrict, 
but  medicines  are  occasumally  given  from  the 
county  infirmary  to  extern  suigic^  patients. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  dis  tricl. 

I do  not  attend  more  than  one. 

I attend  the  Kilkenny  dispensary  alone ; I at- 
tend dmiy,  and  receive  a salary  of  SOZ.  Irbh. 

I attend  no  other  dispensary,  nor  could  I,  as  tlai 
duties  of  the  one  under  my  care  are  so  over- 
whelming, the  district  extending  about  40  square 
miles,  and  thickly  inhabited  by  very  poor  people. 

In  all  surgical  cases  I do. 

By  the  regulations  of  the  dispensary,  I am  re- 
quired to  attend  as  physician  at  the  dispensary 
daily,  and  to  prescribe  for  such  patients  as  are  pre-  I 
sent.  There  b abo  an  apothecary,  whose  business  I 
it  is  to  compound,  to  visit  patients  unable  to  attes 
to  call  on  me  to  see  them.  He  has  a house  and  80 

To  the  poor  in  all  cases, 
id,  and,  if  necessary. 

A register  has  beenheptofthe  remarkable  cases, 
and  all  the  tickets  of  recommendation. 

Each  subsciibsr  has  a power  to  ticket  three 
parents  daily,  and  these  tickets  are  filed. 

Tlie  names  of  the  applicants  are  registered ; but 
from  the  irregularity  of  their  attendance,  it  would 
he  imposrible  in  very  many  cases  to  state  thq 
result  of  their  tieatmeut. 

1,000  annually.  The  prevailing  diseases  are 
fevers,  diseases  of  the  chest,  dropsy,  dysentery,  dys- 
pepsia, diseases  of  the  skin  and  puerperal  state. 

There  have  been  from  16  to  20,000  patients 
relieved  within  the  last  three  years.  AH  dbeases 
(except  surgical  and  fever  cases)  arc  treated. 

Twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty.  Tie 
prevailing  complaints  are  hepatic,  bilious  and 
infiammatory ; scrofula,  scurvy  and  itch. 

Yes,  persons  of  small  property,  who,  though  so 
circumstanced,  should  allow  their  friends  to  lie,  not 
being  able  to  pay  for  medicine  or  advice. 

Not  with  our  knowledge. 

Fiequently  j as  some  of  the  landed  proprietors 
expect  that  their  tenants  will  receive  medical 
assistance  from  the  dbpensary. 

By  the  treasurer  of  the  charity  from  the  general 

Medicines  are  purchased  from  the  funds,  and 
given  at  the  dispensary  to  patients’  friends. 

Supplied  out  of  the  funds  by  the  committee. 

The  subsoripSon  has  been  for  the  last  three  years 
60Z.  The  presentment  the  same.  It  has  been 
expended  every  year  in  rent  of  a house,  payment  of 
my  salary,  medicine,  wine,  &c. 

Receipt.  [ Expenditure. 

1830  - £.250  1 1 £.211  19  3J 

1831  - - 263  9 10  249  13  10 

1832  - - 179  12  0 1 162  0 1 

General  heads  of  Expenditure  are,  for  salaries, 
medicines,  house,  servants’  wages,  See.  &c. 

Receipt.  I Exp 

1830  - £.126  0 0 £.1 

1831  - 138  18  0 1 

1832  - 122  12  4 i 1 

OEHBRAi.  HEanS  OP  EXPENDIT 

1830.  1831. 

£.  s.  d.  £.  «.  d. 
Salary  - 92  10  0 95  0 0 

Medicine  - 20  0 0 27  8 0 I 

Rent  - 10  0 0 10  0 0 

Contingent  - S 0 0 | 6 4 0 | 

lenditure. 

25  10  0 
38  12  0 

22  1 4 

r*m2. 
f.T  A 

83  0 0 

21  I 4 
10  0 0 

Supported  by  presentment  from  this  county  only, 
also  by  subscription. 

It  is  supported  by  contributions,  and  a present- 
ment from  the  city  alone,  equal  to  contributions, 
and  also  by  a bequest  of  lOOZ.  late  Irish  currency. 

By  private  subscriptions  andpresentme 
by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county. 

at  granted 
ig  circuai- 

I would  suggest  a small  hospital  to  be  attached  to 
the  dis|)ensary,  for  the  rccepdou  of  had  cases,  and 
when  fever  prevails,  to  use  it  as  a fever  hospital 
exclusively. 

I at  present  cannot. 

Not  that  I am  aware  of  under  exbtir 
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Kjiocktopher  Dispensary. 

Tliomastown  Dispensary. 

Urlingford  Dispensary. 

' Richard  S.  P«7e,  Esij.,  l.r.c.s.d. 

Samuel  A.  Duhe,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

WUliam  Greene,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

KnocWopher  Dispensary,  established  about  ten 
I also  attend  the  Kilmagany  Dispensary 
^ Fever  Hospital. 

Thomastown  Dispensary,  established  in  1812. 

Urlingford  Dispensary,  established  March  1813. 

Two  parishes,  both  in  the  county. 

The  district  contains  several  parishes,  comprising 
the  entire  of  the  Protestant  Union  of  Thomastown 
and  Colmkili,  and  the  whole  of  the  roman  catholic 
parish,  which  is  very  extensive ; all  in  same 
county. 

Foot  parishes,  all  in  this  county. 

Kilipafany,  Stoneyford,  Thomasto'.vn,  Kilma- 
cow,  Kilkenny  Infirmary  and  Hospital. 

Kilkenny  Hospitals,  Sx;.  within  ten  miles; 
Gowran  Dispensary,  seven  miles ; Graigue  Dis- 
pensary, seven  miles ; Inistiogue  Dispensary,  four 
miles ; Knooktopher  Dispensary,  four  miles;  Kel- 
maganny  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  nine 
miles ; Kells  and  Stoneyford  Fever  Hospital,  four 
miles ; Callan  Dispensary,  ten  miles. 

Johnstown  Dispensary,  Freshford  Fever  Hospital 
and  Dispensary,  in  the  county  Kilkenny ; BaBy- 
nonty  and  Thurles,  county  Tipperary. 

Kilmagany  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital; 

salary  to  me,  as  medical  attendant  of  both,  lOOL 

Irish;  for  Knocktophot,  soUry  40 i. 

No  other  in  the  district. 

Ido;  Kilmagany  Dispensary  and  Hospital,  dis- 
tant from  Knocktophot  five  miles ; salary  at  Kil- 
raaganylOOf.  Irish;  Knocktophot,  40 i.;  throe 
days  to  each  dispensary  in  the  week. 

Only  Thomastown. 

I attend  this  dispensary  only. 

CetUinly. 

Yes. 

1 do. 

There  is. 

Yes,  the  result  generally  favourable. 

The  name  and  disease,  and  tho  person  recom- 
mendiug,  are  entered,  but  no  observations  of  the 
result  are  made. 

About  2,500 ; the  disea-ses — fever,  ague,  erup- 
tions on  the  skin,  from  poverty,  bad  diet,  &c.  &c., 
sod  mjuries. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Number!  , 

.dn.iited) 

AH  those  diseases  to  which  the  poor  are  liable, 
such  as  fevers,  inflammatory  and  pulmonary  af- 
fections, colic,  diarrheea,  dropsy,  dyspepsia,  scro- 
fula, psora,  fractures,  wounds,  &c. , midwifery  cases. 

From  those  books  the  number  exceeds  6,000. 
Fever,  inflammation  of  iungs  and  bowels,  scrofula, 
cattarrh,  dyspepsia  and  ih£,  seem  to  be  tho  most 
numerous. 

Sometimes. 

Sometimes  middling  farmers  apply  for  relief,  but 
latterly  it  bad  been  prohibited. 

It  has  somedmes  occurred,  but  the  instances  are 

By  the  treasurer,  from  a druggist  in  Dublin. 

Supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Dublin, 
by  order  from  the  treasurer. 

By  the  dru^ist,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer 
from  the  general  fund. 

Surgeon’s  salary  120/.,  for  tluee  years;  medi- 
cine about  40/;  rent  and  washing,  &o.  See,, 
13?.  10s.  Presentments  and  sul)serij)tions  gene- 
rally deficient ; the  balance  supplied  by  the  Rev. 
Pr.  Hamilton. 

Income,  | 

1831  - £.142  19  0 ! 

1832  - 118  10  0 

1833  - 101  8 0 

Including  salary,  rent,  fue 

other  expenses. 

N.B. — Many  subscribers  beir 
deficiency  in  funds  from  forme] 

Expenditure. 
£.166  4 11 
128  0 10 
134  4 3 
I,  medicine  and  all 

>g  absent,  has  caused 

By  presentmeut  and  subscriptions  from  the 
county  Kilkenny  aloue. 

1 Supported  by  private  suhscrijition  and  county 

preseutmeut,  from  the  county  Kilkenny  only. 

By  presentment  and  private  subscription  from 
the  county  Kilkenny. 

. the  funds  sufficient  to  afford  it,  1 considei 

* service  to  the  poor,  that  tlie  medica 

a tendant  should  have  the  power  of  procurinc 
wch  nowishmeiit  as  ho  should  think  necessaiy  fbi 
P^nls.  Wheu  a contagious  disease  appeai-s  in  t 
to  which  no  hospital  is  attached,  and  when 
Obtain  it,  this  Iconsider  would,  iu  many  cases, 

None  whatever,  unless  an  increase  in  the  funds, 
1 which  would  cuable  the  committee  to  gi  ant  pecn- 
; uiary  relief  in  such  cases  as  seemed  to  require  it,  and 
• this  was  practised  wheu  the  funds  could  afford  it. 

; the  people  arc  so  poor  as  to  ho  unable 
change  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

I cannot. 

E 
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Banagher  Dispensary. 

Edenderry  Dispensary. 

Farhane  Dispensary. 

J.  Bird,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

J.  Grattan,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

C.  B.  Fry,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

Banaglier  Dispensiry,  established  in  1 81 7. 

The  Edenderry  Dispensary,  established  in  1819, 
for  treatment  of  the  then  epidemic  fever,  and  for 
arresting  the  progress  of  contagion. 

Farbane  Dispensary,  established  March  18^ 

Four  parishes;  three  in  the  King’s  County,  and 
one  in  the  county  Galway. 

Six;  viz.  Castropetre,  BaDinakilJ,  Ballymack- 
wilUam,  Ballybutly,  and  parts  of  ClonbuUogue  nnd 
Castle  Jordan,  all  in  the  King’s  County. 

Five,  all  in  the  same  count)-. 

Birr  Dispensary,  Farhane  Dispensary,  in  the 
King’s  County;  Eyrecourt  Disjwnsary,  county 

Banagher  Dispensary,  seven  miles,  and  aara. 
eight,  from  Farhane. 

No. 

Tlie  above-named  dispensary  only ; there  is  no 
hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  district. 

Not  any. 

No. 

The  surgeon  to  the  Edenderry  is  likewise  sur- 
geon to  the  Carbery  Dispensary,  county  Kildare, 
four  miles  distant,  the  repohfs  and  accounts  for 
the  days  of  attendance  are  three  alternate  days  wi 
distant  nine  miles;  Rnthangao,  county  Kildare, 
miles ; Kinnegad,  county  Westmeath,  eight  miles 

Only  one. 

which  have  no  connexion,  and  are  kept  separately; 
sekly  ; the  Johnstown  Dispensary,  county  Kildare, 
nine  miles;  Phiilipstown,  King’s  County,  nine 
; and  Clonard,  county  Meath,  six  miles. 

Where  the  ease  is  of  importance,  I always  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  attend;  if  a mild  case,  my 
assistant. 

Not  except  in  cases  recommended  by  a stib- 
seriber ; a discretionary  power,  however,  is  en- 
trusted to  me,  which  I have  in  very  many  instances 

Yes. 

A register  is  kept,  fay  filing  the  printed  tickets, 
and  giving  counter  tickets,  entitling  each  patient 
to  a month’s  attendance  at  the  dispensary. 

There  is. 

1830.  1 1831.  1 1833. 

1,129  1 1,332  1 1,437 

1830.  1 1331.  1 1832. 

i 1,189  1 986  1 991 

1 Prevailing  diseases  have  been,  fever  of  various 
1 type,  dyspeptic  nnd  bowel  complaints,  chronic 
rheumatism,  &c.  &o. 

6,563 ; eruptive  complaints  have,  during  each 
of  the  last  three  years,  appeared  most  numcro-js; 
next  to  these,  inflammations,  many  cases  of  t)q)h!i3 
fever  in  1831  and  1832,  and  at  all  times  a con- 
siderable number  of  chronic,  especially  dyspeptic 
complaints. 

Occasionally,  but  not  frequently. 

Very  rarely  ; but  many  occur  from  subscribers 
8U])posing  the  applicants  poorer  than  they  really 

Very  frequently. 

They  are  pm  eha-sed,  with  the  subscription  funds, 
from  Dublin  druggists. 

Medicine  is  ordered  by  the  treasurer,  on  the 
surgeon’s  certificate,  from  Messrs.  Boilcau . & 
George,  Dublin,  whose  account  is  then  paid  by 
the  treasurer. 

Messrs.  Eoileau  & George,  on  rcccrving  an  order 
from  the  managing  committee,  through  the  secre- 
tary, supply  them. 

Ri 

Subscriptions. 

1830  - £.  65  2 0 

1831  - 56  2 0 

1832  - 65  7 0 

Expbk: 

Salary. 

1830  - £.80  0 0 

1831  - 80  0 0 

1832  - SO  0 0 

1 GrandJmy  Presentment. 

- £.  53  2 0 

- 54  0 0 

1 - 65  7 0 

NKlTOnE. 

Medicines,  House-rent, 
and  Contingencies. 

- £.31  10  0 

82  18  7 
37  8 6 

Receipt. 
Subsci'iplioD.  1 

1830  - £.48  17  8 

1831  - 48  4 2 

1632  - 48  4 2 

Expewditos 
Surgeon’s  Salary  - 
Apothecary’s  Salajy 
Dispensary  and  Fuel 

Presentment. 
£.48  7 2 
48  4 2 
48  4 2 

£.46  3 ! 
14  18  4 
13  16  11 

ExPENniTURE. 

1330.  1831.  1832. 

Salary  - £.  68  14  9 60  0 0 60  0 0 

Medidue  36  11  0 41  0 8 41  10  1 

Rent  - 15  0 0 16  0 0 15  0 0 

Contingencies  1130  273  060 

By  subscriptions,  and  coimtv  presentment,  from 
only  one  county. 

By  Ruhscriptions,  one  moiety;  the  other  bypre- 
sentment,  made  by  King’s  County  grand  jurv. 

By  subscription  and  presentment;  the  latter 

always  tantamount  to  whatever  the  former  may  be; 

obtained  from  one  county  only. 

Our  funds  are  too  small  to  be  made  more  useful; 
but  if  a few  beds  could  be  supported  for  intern 
patients,  then  the  charity  would  be  more  exten- 
(dvely  useful. 

! 

Our  committee  have  been  watchful  in  regulating 
the  establishment,  leaving  me  notlung  to  add  or 
diminish. 

I consider  the  benefits  of  the  institution  should 
be  confined  to  the  really  poor,  at  least  as  ftr  ^ 
giving, medicines ; many  peieons,  though  objec 
for  gratuitous  advice,  would  willingly  pay  'Of 
which  sum,  added  to  the  fund,  would  render  its  use- 
fulness far  more  extensive  than  at  present. 
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fraiJcfoi-d  and  BaUyboy  Dispensary. 

Gea&hill  Dispeiisaiy. 

Keimitty  Dispensarj'. 

Tlie  Committee. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

rtncaispensan-,  denommated  Frankfort  and  Bally 
iw  Dispenaarj-,(«tablislied8*  Marct  1821,  foi’ 
and  mcdime  to  the  poor  of  the  surrounding 
Mi-Wiourhood  gratis,  and  visiting  those  at  their 
oM  houses  unable  to  attend  at  the  dispensary. 

Geasliill  Dispensary,  established  sis  years  and 
a half.  I am  also  one  of  the  physicians  to  die  Port- 
arlington  Dispensary. 

Kennitty  Dispensary,  established  Ilth  February 
1814. 

7,v(,.  parishes  of  Ballyboy  and  Killoughy, 
King’s  County- 

Two  parishes,  very  large,  both  in  King’s 
County. 

Seven  parishes,  whereof  six  are  in  the  King 
County,  and  one  in  the  Queen’s  Couuty. 

T»’o  other  dispensaries,  namely,  Kinnity  and 
farbane. 

County  Infirmary  in  Tullamorc,  as  miles ; 
Portarlington  Disi>eiisary,  eight  miles;  PhiUips- 
town  Dispensary,  five  miles. 

• Clonaslee.'in  the  Queen’s  County,  a dispensary; 
Frankford,  in  the  King’s  County,  a dispensary ; and 
Birr,  in  the  King’s  County,  a dispensary  and  fever 
hospital. 

No  infirmary  or  otlier.dispensary. 

There  is  a dispensary  (so  far  as  exhibiting  medi- 
cines without  attendance  goes),  attached  to  the 
County  Infirmary  in  Tullamore. 

No. 

One  dispensary,  as  described  in  answer  to  No.  1 . 

I attend  no  other  hospital  or  infirmary,  except 
Geashill  and  Portarlington,  where  I reside. 

No,  but  one. 

Certainly,  and  have  invariably  done  so. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  all  cases  not 
able  to  attend  on  my  call. 

I do,  as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable. 

A registry  is  kept  of  the  number  of  patients,  their 
particular  diseases,  treatment,  recoveries,  deaths, 
&C.  this  registry  is  inspected  continually,  and  re- 
ported on  monthly  by  a committee,  vrbo  assemble 
at  the  dispensary  the  first  Monday  in  each  mouth 
for  that  purpose. 

There  has  been  a registry  kept  since  I have 
been  appointed  to  the  institution,  with  nates  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  applications  have  been 
disposed  of. 

There  is  a regular  registry  kept  and  atmually 
examined  by  a committee,  who  report  same  to  the 
grand  jury  of  the  King’s  Countj'. 

Within  the  last  three  years,  4,803  patients. 
Thdr  diseases,  inflammations,  fevers,  bowel  and 
liver  complaints,  consumptions,  rheumatism,  ulcers, 
diseases  of  urinary  organs,  of  the  eye,  of  the  skin,  1 
of  the  lungs,  cholera,  aeddents,  vaccination,  mid- 
nifory,  &c. 

I have  not  been  the  attendant  for  the  last  tlirce 
years,  but  believe  I may  state  the  number  of  cases 
since  my  appointment  to  average  800. 

The  nuiubev  of  Patients  from 

February  1830  to  February  1831  - 2,337 
„ 1831  to  „ 1832  - 2,609 

„ 1832  to  „ 1833  - 2,237 

Total  - - 7,183 

Such  instances  have  occurred. 

It  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  dispensary  that 
any  such  should  be  received. 

A few  instances  only  have  occurred. 

Fi-om  Boiieau  & George,  and  paid  for  by  A. 
Stoncy,  Esq.  treasurer  to  the  dispensary. 

Drugs  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie,  Bride-street, 
and  compounded  entirely  by  myself. 

They  are  purchased  by  the  treasurer  from  Pollock 
& Co.  Capel-stveet,  Dublin. 

Average  amount  of  medicine,  20 1. ; surgeon’s 
salary  50  Z.  Sundry  minor  ospenscs,  6 1. 

Receipt.  | 

1830  -^.110  10  0 

1831  - 102  2 0 1 

1832  - 96  0 0 

j Expenditure. 
£.92  18  3 
07  19  3 
98  8 4 

^.308  12  0 : 

^£.289  5 10 

By  voluntary  subscription  paid  to  the  treasurer 
previous  to  spring  assizes,  for  this  county  only,  in 
each  year;  upon  affidavit  by  treasurer'  of  such  sum 
being  paid,  a presentment  is  obtained  for  a similar 

It  is  supported  by  private  subscription  and  pre- 
sentments obtained  from  the  King’s  County.  The 
greater  proportion  by  private  subscription. 

One  moiety  by  private  subscriptions,  the  other 
moiety  by  presentment  on  .the  fong's  County  at 
large. 

^ With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  funds  of  this 
restitution,  nothing  more  effectual,  it  appears  to  us, 
wn  be  devised  at  present. 

We  cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  distri- 
bution of  our  funds  more  calculate^  to  give  relief 
to  the  poor. 

I cannot  in  their  present  limited  state. 

0,5.  E 2 
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Moneygall  Dispens^y. 

PhiHipstnavn  Dispensary. 

SMnrone  Dispt 

d Attendant, 

C.  Boumse,  E35.  Suigeoo. 

— 

Committee  and  Medics 

MooeygaU  Dispensary. 

\ PhiUipstown  Dispensary,  establishedin  1628. 

Parts  of  three  parishes  in  the  King’s  County  and 
county  Tipperary. 

Six,  all  in  same  county. 

Six  parishes,  one  of  them 
perary. 

in  the  county  Tip. 

hospitals  of  Paisoas- 

five  miles;  aogh- 
ipensaries  of  Money. 
“1C,  eight  miles. 

Fever  hospital  and  dispensary,  Cloghjordan ; 
^ like  Roacrea;  the  like  Nenogh  Dispensary, 
Toomavara ; like  Ballyioacky. 

i 

The  County  Infirmary  at  Tullamore,  seven  or 
eight  miles  distant ; Geashill  Dispensary,  about 
. five  miles. 

The  diqiensariea  and  fever  i 
town,  seven  miles ; Roscrea, 
Jordan,  five  miles;  and  the  dis 
gall,  seven  miles,  and  Bonisok 

None. 

Moneygall,  King’s  County,  four  miles  from  my 
residence  (Toomavara);  two  days’  attendance; 
weeWy;  salary,  401.  Toomavara  (Tipperary), 
sis  days'  salary,  601. 

Phillipstown  Dispensary  alone ; 80 1.  a year ; 
three  days  in  the  week ; but  find  it  necessary  to 
give  more  or  less  of  attendance  daily. 

I attend  the  dispensnry  and  fever  hospital  of 
Shmrone;  the  fever  hosi>ital  not  a mile,  and  tie 
dispensary  not  twenty  yards  from  my  rcMilence. 
Fever  hospital,  no  salary;  dispensary  attended 
every  day.  House-rent  paid  by  me ; also  an  as. 
sistant  apothecary,  paid  by  me;  salai-v,  lOOf.  n’aim 

Ido. 

Yes. 

I do,  to  any  distance  not  much  exceeding  three 
miles,  which  has  been  marked  as  the  boundar>'  of 
my  visiting  duties. 

A register  kept,  but  not  preserved. 

There  is  a book  kept  in  the  dispensaiy.in  which 
the  name,  residence,  disease,  treatment,  &c.  is 
entered. 

There  is. 

From  recollection,  3,000  attendances  annually; 
from  the  district  not  having  any  other  medical , 
institution,  neither  a resident  practitioner,  the ' 
entire  range  of  diseases,  wounds,  &c.  resort  to  the 
di^ensoiy. 

Upwards  of  12,000  received  medical  and  sur- 
gical aid,  nearly  2,000  of  them  visited  at  their 
homes.  Inflammatory  and  infectious  fever,  dys- 
peptic complaints,  diarrhtea,  female  complaints, 
diseases  of  i^dren,  phthisis,  &c. 

Persons. 

1831  - . . 2,410 

1832  - . . 2,181 

1833  - - . 2,200 

If  gentlemen’s  servants  are  eligible,  then  the. 
ans'ver  is,  no ; otherwise,  yes ; but  I have  not  the 
power  of  deciding. 

Persons  have  at  times  presented  tliemselves  who 
have  means ; an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  distr  ict 
enablcfi  me  in  most  cases  to  correct  this  abuse. 

Very  seldom. 

Boilcau  & George,  Dublin. 

The  medicines  .are  ordered  by  the  surgeon  at  a 
druggists,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  to  the 
Institution,  out  of  the  general  funds. 

By  Messrs.  P-  A.  & C.  Leslie,  of  Bride-street, 
Druggists,  by  order  of  Committee, 

£.  s.  d. 

Medicine  - - 15  0 0 

Salary  - - • 40  0 0 1 

Reut  ...  3 0 0 i 

About  120  1.  a year,  out  of  which  is  paid  the 
surgeon’s  salary,  medicine  bills,  freight,  printer’s  ; 
bill,  rent  of  dispensary,  &c. 

Receipt.  1 

1831  - £.  142  12  0 

1832  - 136  14  0 1 

1833  - 137  6 0 

GENERAL  READS  07  E. 

1831.  1 

Salary  - £.  100  0 0 I ]( 
Medicine  - 33  0 3 5 

Cuntingcncies  4 2 6 | 

Expenditure. 
£.  137  2 9 

134  13  7 

133  14  6 

XrEKDITUEE. 

1882.  1833. 

>0  0 0 100  0 0 

-5  4 6 28  J2  0 

992  626 

By  presentment  from  the  King’s  County,  equal 
to  private  suliseiiption. 

Part  subscription,  and  part  pi'eseutiuent  from 
the  King’s  County.  . 

By  subscriptions  and  presentment  from  die 
King’s  County  alone. 

The  funds  are  so  very  small  as  scarcely  to  furnish 
medicine,  and  that  not  in  sufficient  quantity; 
therefore  I think  that  without  an  increase  no  im- 
provement could  be  made. 

The  fund  small,  the  district  large.  I am  not 
aware  of  any  alteration  by  which  the  poor  would 
derive  more  benefit  from  the  same  amount  of  funds. 

1 cannot. 
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Ballymabon  Dispensorj’. 

EdgwortlistowD  Dispensary. 

Granai’d  Dispensary. 

Comnuttee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

J.  Clarke,  Est.  , Surgeon,  e.n. 

Mark  Daly,  Esq.,  m-d. 

The  BaUymidiO'*  Dispenaary,  established  in  or 
,bout  the  year  1813. 

Edgworthstown  Dispensary,  established  in  tho 
ye.ar  1818,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  fever  and 

Grauard  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1816;  Ballymachugh  Dispensary,  established  the 

Ji>.e  parishes  in  the  connty  of  Longford,  and 
nsrt  of  two  parishes'  in  the  county  Westmeath,  in 
lie  neighbourhood  of  Ballymahon. 

Two  parishes,  in  same  county. 

As  nearly  as  can  be  calculated,  three  or  four 
parishes  to  each  dispensary. 

There  is  one  dispensary,  the  Kenagh  Dispen- 
ary,  in  this  county,  within  ten  miles  of  us. 

Ballymahon  Dispensary,  distant  10  miles;  Gra- 
nard,  six  miles ; Street  Dispensary,  sis  miles ; Bal- 
nalack,  sis  miles ; the  two  latter  in  county  West- 
meath ; and  Longford  Infirmary,  ris  miles  and  a 
half  distant,  with  Dispensary : two  days  in  each 
week. 

None,  except  Street  and  Edgworthstotni. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
ar  infirmary  within  our  district. 

There  are  none. 

No. 

Our  surgeon  only  attends  the  Ballymahon  Dis- 
pjnsaiy,  ftir  whicli  he  receives  a salary  of  70  f.  per  ■ 
annuni,  three  days  in  the  week,  besides  visiting 
out-patients. 

I attend  but  the  Edgworthstown  Dispensary. 

Two ; the  Grauard  Dispensary,  in  the  town  of 
Granard,  and  the  BaUymachugh,  in  the  county 
Cavan,  eight  miles  distMt.  Granard  Dispensary, 
at  a salary  of  46  f.  3 s.  1 d.  per  annum ; BiJlymac- 
hugh,  36f.  18s.  5Jd.  per  annum;  attendance 
two  (lavs  in  tlie  week  for  each. 

Certainly. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty  to  give  personal  at- 
tendance in  all  cases  that  rcijuire  it. 

Yes. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  applicadoos  for  aid ; 
diseases  entered,  the  medicines  administered,  and 
the  patients  visited  at  their  residence. 

There  has  been  a register  kept  of  the  cases 
virited,  which  has  been  productive  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  patients, 

There  liave  been  4,654  patients  relieved  within 
the  lost  three  years,  consisting  generally  of  diseases, 
of  fever,  dysentery,  diseases  of  the  stomach,  dropsy, 

RelieiJed  within  the  last  three  years,  5,088 
patients  ; inflammation  of  the  lungs,  fevers,  bowel 
complaints,  fractures,  diseases  of  thu  skin,  mca- 
sels,  agties,  and  dropsies,  were  the  most  frequent 
diseases  met  with. 

Patients 

recommended. 

1830  - - ■ 1,801 

1831  - - - 1,724 

1832  - - - 1,613 

5,138 

Not  to  our  knowledge. 

In  very  few  instances. 

It  sometimes  does,  hut  the  recommendations 
come  from  the  bailifls  and  under  agents  of  non- 
resident landlords. 

Out  of  the  funds ; from  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co., 
Bride-street,  Dublin. 

I supply  the  medicines. 

Purchased  from  a Dublin  dru^ist,  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  dispensary. 

Receipts  for  year  ending  at  Spring  Assizes : 

1831  - - £.114  14  3 J 

1832  - - 101  4 0 

1833  - . 103  3 0 

OENBaAL  HEADS  OP  EXPEKDIIDBE. 

Surgtoii’a  Salary,  Medicines,  &c.,  Fuel,  Repairs 
of  DUpeusary. 

Private  Subscription 
and  Presentment. 

1830  - - - £.72  10  0 

1831  - - - 74  12  0 

1832  - - - 74  12  0 

In  all  - - £.231  14  0 

1 pay  porter’s  wages,  find  fire,  necessaries,  &c., 
and  get  the  whole  sum  subscribed  and  presented. 
The  medicines,  &c.  may  amount  to  32  f.,  and  the 
attendance  to  40  L,  which  make  up  the  whole 
sum  of  72Z.,  the  annual  sum. 

Receipt. 

Subscription. 

1830  - £.83  9 0 

1831  - 70  9 0 1 

1832  - 84  14  0 1 

EXPKNniTUS 

1830  - - - J 

1831  - 

1832  - 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  E: 

Salary,  Sledicine,  H 

I Presentment. 
£.50  0 0 
60  0 0 
' 60  0 0 

1.  II7  12  1 J 
111  3 8 

123  13  4 i 

SPEHDITURE. 

[ouse-rent. 

It  issupporteil  by  private  subscriptions,  and  pre- 
sntiuenls  from  the  county  of  Longford  only,  and 

By  private  subscription,  and  presentments  from 
one  county. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  county  grants 
from  the  counties  of  Longford  and  Cavam. 

suggest  any  alteration  in  the  appli- 
ebsm’ed  greatest  ecuLomy  is 

The  funds  are  barely  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
they  have  lieen  applied  to.  The  institutionis  badly 
supported  ; private  Fubscription  this  year  is  27  h, 
and  the  grand  jury  would  only  present  25  f.,  owing 
to  political  causes. 

The  funds  are  too  inadequate  to  render  it  more 
extensively  useful. 

E 3 
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LEINSTER— Louth. 

Ardee  Dispensary. 

Ballymaacanlan  Dispensary. 

Carliiigford  Dlspeosaiy. 

- Alexander  Muntketrich,'E.ii<i;ii.ri. 

J.  WaUisTi  Esq.,  Surgeon.  | 

The  Chairman  and  Medical  Attendant.  ' 

Ardee  Dispensary,  established  in  1814. 

Ballymascanlan,  established  20  January  1629. 

Carlingfbrd  Dispensary,  established  1813. 

The  Union  of  Ardee,  containing  five  parishes ; 
the  Union  of  Charlestown,  five  parishes  ; Clonlteen, 
and  in  part  Louth,  Killencoole  and  Darver. 

There  is  but  one  parish. 

One,  Carlingford. 

Dundalk  and  Drogheda  County  Infirmaries  and 
Dispensaries;  CoUon,  Dunleer,  Castle  Bellingham, 
Louth,  Carriokmaoross,  Drumcondra,  Kingseourt, 

Dundalk,  Carlingtbrd.Meigh,  Newry,  Porkhill, 

One  dispensary,  Ballymascanlan. 

There  is  a dispensary  in  the  parish  of  Louth,  i 
into  which  I am  occasionally  called.  I do  not  ^ 
know  the  emoluments  of  the  medical  attendant. 

There  is  none. 

I attend  Ardee  only ; the  salary  paid  fluctuates 
according  to  the  subscriptions,  the  medical  at- 
tendant receiving  two- thirds  of  the  gross  receipts. 

There  is  but  one  dispensary  in  this  district, 
which  I have  attended  three  days  in  each  week, 
and  for  such  have  received  on  an  average  about 
20 1.  per  year. 

Only  one. 

Yes,  in  every  case  recommended  by  a sub- 
scriber, and  in  casualties  without  any  recom- 
mendation whatever. 

I do  not. 

Yes. 

An  accurate  register  is  kept  of  all  persons  recom- 
mended, their  residence,  disease,  and  by  whom 
recommended.  From  the  irregularity  of  those 
attending,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  know  the 
result  in  each  case. 

There  is. 

There  is. 

i 

In  1831,  1,889,  of  whom  307  were  attended  at 
tbeir  own  houses,  1^1  children  vaccinated  : 1832, 
3,005, 537  visited,  139  vacemated : 1833,  2,869, 
576  visited,  121  vaccinated.  Tliese  embrace  all 
diseases,  medical  and  surgical. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved,  from  tbe  1 8th 
June  1831  to  the  21st  June  1833,  is  3,569. 

1,483  have  been  relieved.  Most  common  dis. 
eases,  fiiver,  complaints  of  the  stomach  and  bomb, 

A few  such  do  sometimes  occur. 

It  does. 

No. 

By  the  physician,  frem  the  salary  paid  him. 

1 order  the  necessary  medicines,  and  the  ac- 
counts are  discharged  by  the  committee. 

By  the  funds  of  the  dispensary. 

Receipt.  i Expenditure. 

1831  - £.234  16  5J  £.170  15  6^ 

1832  r 236  8 4f  305  11  9 

1833  - 224  8 4J  1 166  9 0 

The  amount  of  its  expenditure,  fiora  February 
1332  to  this  date,  is  467.  8s.  2rf. 

1 Receijit. 

' 1830  - £.90  3 4J 

i 1831  - 89  10  2 j 

1 1832  - 90  16  Oi 

Expenditui*. 
£.90  3 
90  12  9i 
85  18  3 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from 
the  county  of  Louth  only. 

It  is  supported  equally  by  subscription  and  pre- 
sentment from  the  county  Louth.  ' 

Half  by  subscription,  and  half  by  presentmeat 
fiom  county  Louth. 

A surplus  fund  exists  to  meet  auy  exigency, 
as  the  occurrence  of  epidemic  disease,  whitewashing 
the  dwellings  of  the  sick,  distributing  of  various 
comforts,  repairs  of  the  dispensary,  &o.  I am 
unable  to  point  out  any  improvement  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  its  funds. 

I cannot. 

Not  any,  except  the  erection  of  a fever 
, which  the  present  state  of  the  funds  wiU 
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LEINSTER — Louth. 


Castlebellingliam  Dispensaiy. 

CoUon  Dispensaiy. 

Dunleer  Dispensary. 

John  Gimlle,  Esq.  m.d. 

Richard  L.  Pinching,  Esq.  M.n. 

John  Ball,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

Gastlebelliugl'a™  Dispensaiy,  estaWislied  18X9, 
for  the  puipos®  m«dical  aod  swgical 

ssatsnee  to  such  as  are  unable  to  pay  for  same. 

The  CoUon  Dispensary. 

Dunleer  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1817,  to  wliich  1 have  ever  since  been  superi^j 
tendent. 

The  greatest  part  of  six  parishes,  all  in  the  same 

fOlUltJ'. 

One  parish,  part  of  which  is  in  the  county 
Louth,  and  the  other  in  the  county  Meath. 

The  paridres  in  my  district  are  all  in  the  county 
of  Louth ; namely,  Dunleer,  Capptg,  Moyleavy, 
Dnimcar,  Moptown,  Dromin,  Clanmore,  Philips- 

louli  Hospital,  six  miles ; Drogheda  Hospital, 
HU  miles ; Dunleer  Dispensaiy,  four  miles  ; Ardee 
Jitto,  six  miles ; Louth  ditto,  six  miles ; Turfuhin, 
ditto,  Dine  miles. 

Drogheda,  six  miles ; Slane,  five  miles ; Drum- 
condra,  eight  miles ; Ardee,  five  miles ; Castlebel- 
lingham,  nine  miles ; Dunleer,  five  miles ; Ter- 
monfcckau,  eight  miles. 

Castlebcllinghum,  four  miles ; Colion,  five  miles, 
Ardee,  five  miles ; Termonfeckan,  six  ; and  Drog- 
heda, seven  miles. 

There  is  neither  hospital  cor  dispensary  within 
toy  district,  except  that  of  which  T am  siiperiu- 
tcDtlent. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
within  my  district  at  a less  distance  tiian  seven 
miles.,  I know  nothing  ofthe  emoluments  derived 
therefrom  by  the  medical  attendants. 

I attend  one  dispensaiy  only ; the  days  of  at- 
(enduceare  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
from  9 to  12  o'clock.  My  salary  is  80  f.  No 
extra  payment  for  out  attendances. 

Ido  nut  attend  more  than  one. 

I attend  no  Imspltal  or  dispensary  but  this  ; the 
salary  paid  me  is  70  1.  per  annum,  with  an  allow- 
ance of  fifteen  guineas  a year  for  house-rent ; ouil 
although  the  attendance  is  nominally  three  days  in 
the  week,  I reside  upon  the  spot,  and  render  assist- 
ance when  required. 

1 keep  an  assistant,  who  is  a member  of  the  Loii- 
diD  College  of  Surgeons;  he  pvescrifaes  for  and 
attends  the  patients  generally ; but  in  every  case 
nhere  be  thinks  necessary  I give  my  personal  at- 
teodance, 

Most  certainly  I |do. 

Certainly  1 do,  and  always  liave. 

Ar^stiy  of  the  cases,  mode  of  treatment,  and 
quantity  of  medicines  usal,  is  most  regularly  kept. 

There  is. 

A regular  registry  has  been  for  the  most  part 
kept  of  the  names,  place  of  abode,  nature  of  com- 
plaint, event,  &c.  for  the  last  sixteen  years. 

4,300  persons  have  been  relieved  during  the  last 
three  years ; fever,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  bronchetis, 
dj’seotery,  dianhcea,  dysjiepsia,  measles,  scarletina, 
hactures,  dislocations,  chronic  skin  diseases,  with 
many  other  slight  surgical  cases,  as  also  some 
trouhlesome  midwifery  cases,  are  the  chief  diseases 
tihich  I am  coiled  on  to  attend. 

In  1831,  302;  in  1832,  the  surgeon  of  the 
dispensary  was  changed,  and  no  registry  was  kept ; 
inl833,577.  Generally,  typhus  and  inflamma- 
tory fever,  with  dysentery,  ophthalmia,  accidents, 
and  diseases  of  women  and  children. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  for  the  last  three 
years  amountsto  about  5,000.  Jhc  diseases  treated 
are  such  as  fell  under  the  observation  of  the  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  generally. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  persona  are  recom- 
meaded  who  have  the  means  of  paying  for  advice. 

Very  seldom. 

Very  frequently  ; to  avoid  which,  a N.B.  has 
veen  lately  annexed  to  each  form  of  recommenda- 

By  the  committee  of  the  dispensary. 

There  is  so  much  aUowed  for  medicine,  which  is 
supplied  by  the  medical  superintendent. 

Tlie  medicines  for  the  dispensary  are  supplied  by 
the  treasurer. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  amount  of  subscription  yearly^  70  0 0 

And  the  county  grant  - - 70  0 0 

£.  140  0 0 

Ptt  expenditure  has  been  equivalent  to  the 

1 lECCipt.  ' 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

] Receipt.  1 

Expenditure. 

Subscription.  | X 

1831  i£.60  8 0 5 

1832  - 51  9 0 1 6 

1833  - 51  9 0 1 6 

CENEXAl  HEAPS  0 

1831. 

KSalary  and\  £ go  0 0 

Medicine  I 

Repairs  of  "I  3 q 0 
Dispensary  J 
Coutiugencies  . - . 

*resentm‘.  j 
0 6 0 
1 9 0 1 
1 9 0 1 

r EXPENPIl 

1832. 

80  0 0 

0 10  0 

83  0 0 

80  10  0 
93  18  10 

;"*^1833.  / 
80  0 0 
7 19  5 
, 5 19  5 

Subscription.  I 

1&30  £.  53  1 3 

1831  - 69  8 4 

1832  - 69  2 4 1 

GXNEBAt.  HEADS 

1830. 

Salary  £.  60  0 0 
Medicine  — 

Rent  - 23  12  6 

Cootineetieies  4 12  1 

Presentra*.  I 
53  1 3 

59  8 4 

59  2 4 { 

1831. 

80  0 0 
61  14  3 
31  10  0 
5 7 6 

108  4 7 
178  11  9 
162  4 n 

1832. 

80  0 0 
63  1 3 

15  15  0 

3 8 8 

Supported  by  subscription  and  presentment  from 
this  county  only. 

By  subscription,  with  presentment. 

By  annual  subscriptions,  and  a grant  from  grand 
jury  equal  in  amount  to  subscriptions,  and  from 
county  of  Louth  alone. 

The  strictest  economy  is  had  recourse  to  in  the 
““Jgeiacnt  of  our  affairs.  If  a dispensary  house 
2 *hich  would  admit  of  a ward  or  iwo  for 

'“"Jj^Fhon  of  sick  persons,  it  would  be  a great 

I cannot. 

‘^•5-  E 4 ’ 
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LEINSTER— Louth  and  Meath. 


Loutli  Dispensary. 

Termonfeokan  Dispensary. 

Aglier  Dispensary. 

it; — ' 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

TItomaa  Gemon,  Esq.  m.d. 

Committee  and  Medical  Atto: 

Louth  Parochial  Diapensary,  instituted  1st  July 
W25. 

TcrmonfeckanDispcnsary ; only  one,  estahlishcd 
in  February  1831,  for  giving  medicine  and  attend- 
ance to  the  poor  gratuitously. 

4^her  Dispensary,  for  the  reiie7"of 
established  in  1812,  and  Summer  Hill  ■Din. 
establishedinl817,  ^Dispensaiy, 

One,  parish  of  Louth,  in  this  county,  containing 
nearly  20,000  English  acres. 

Two  parishes  in  the  same  county. 

E.fc. 

The  County  Infirmary  in  Dundalk  to  the  cast ; 
Castlehellingham  Dispensary,  south  east ; Aidce 
Dispensary,  south. 

Drogheda  Infirmary  and  Diapensary;  CoUon 
Dispensary ; Dunleer  Dispensary. 

Summer  Hill,  about  five  mUes  off; 
miles  off ; Eadinstown,  seven  miles  off.  ’ 

In  my  district  there  is  no  other  dispensary. 

No. 

There  is  no  other  hospital  or  dispensarv  in  Ar 
district.  ' 

Days  of  attendance  at  this  dispensary,  Tuesday, 
Thursday  and  Saturday;  hours  for  patients  to 
assemble  from  ten  to  twelve  o’clock  j attendance 
continued  till  all  are  served. 

Only  one  dispensary ; no  infirmary  or  hospital, 
lam  paid  521.  10s.  annually,  and  attend  the 
dispensary  ttvo  days  weekly,  and  visit  the  ack  who 
are  unable  to  attend  dispensary. 

One,  five  miles  off.  at  Summer  Hill ; attenclucc 
one  day  in  the  week,  and  daily  whea  called  on- 
salary,  531.  per  annum.  Agher,  one  day  in  tk 
week,  and  when  called  on ; salary,  40 1.  per  annum. 

I do  in  all  cases  when  applied  to  by  a subscriber 
to  visit  patients,  and  also  whenever  there  appears 
necessity  for  my  attendance. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

I conader  it  my  duty  to  attend  all 'cases  of  tks 
poor  when  called  on,  and  always  do  attend  than 
persooally  when  they  are  unable  to  attend  tho  dis- 
pensary. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  patients  recommended 
to  this  institution,  and  examined  by  the  trustees 
every  year  before  a new  subscription  is  made,  and  a 
new  appeal  to  the  county  for  further  assistance.  A 
report  is  also  taken  from  the  registry  and  examined 
by  the  committee  previous  to  its  bdng  Imd  before 
the  grand  jury. 

There  is  a registry  kept. 

A rt^istry  is  kept  of  the  number  of  applicants 
and  complaints,  but  not  of  the  results. 

Total  number  of  persons  relieved  at  this  institu- 
tion for  the  last  three  years,  3,094;  total  visited  at 
their  own  houses,  506 ; number  of  visits,  947. 

The  number  relieved  was  2,632,  and  the 
diseases  generally  are  fitltrilc  and  inflammatory, 
pectoral  and  bowel  disorders. 

Number  of  applicants  atAghcr  Dispensary,  from 
1st  July  1830  up  to  1st  July  1833,  3,120.  The 
complaints  were,  fevci-s,  inflauimations,  colds, 
catarrhs,  alleotion  of  eyes,  chest  and  boivels;  rheu- 
matism, accidents,  midwifery,  dropsy  and  liver 
complnints. 

Very  few;  about  eight  in  the  year. 

It  does  occasionally  occur. 

I believe  some  do. 

By  medical  officer  at  wholesale  prices,  which  are 
laid  before  the  committee  at  their  annual  meeting. 

By  the  committee  of  the  dispensary. 

Medicines  are  supplied  by  an  order  on  the 
druggists  in  Dublin,  Messrs.  Hoyte  & Flooiii 
Sackville-strect. 

HECEirt. 

1831.  1 1832.  1 1833. 
Siil)seription5  - - 40  7 11  41  2 0M6  7 0 

Frcseiitments  - - 40  7 11,41  2 0 46  7 0 

ExpRNniTuui;. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Mcclicino,  Leeches.') 

Trusses,  Calico,  Vjg.  16  6 013  6 0 19  OC 
To  Medical  Officer  - 65  14  0 66  14  0 60  19  G 

Total. 

127  16  11 
127  16  11 

2.33  13  10 

Total. 

SO  12  0 
193  7 6 
244  0 0 

The  dispensary  was  established  1 831,  at  which 
time  there  w.as  1581.  subscribed;  a similar  sum 
i was  got  by  presentment  annually ; since,  there 
have  been  201.  subscrilwd,  aud  the  same  presented. 
The  annual  expenses  have  been  65 1. 

Subscription.  I 

1830  -;e.30  4 o| 

1831  - 30  4 0 

1832  - 3.3  2 o| 

OEKEftAL  HEADS 

1830. 

Salary  £.40  0 0 
Medicine  - 19  7 11 
Rent,  &c.  2 5 0' 

Presentm*.  j 
30  4 0 1 
30  4 Ol 
33  2 0 1 

OF  EXPESnl 

1831. 

40  0 0 
18  19  1 
2 5 3 

Expeoditurc. 
61  12  11 
61  4 4 
61  7 Oj 

1832. 

40  0 0 
19  1 9j 

By  private  subscriptions  and  presentments  from 
this  county. 

I^  presentments  obtained  from  one  county, 
and  by  private  subscriptions. 

By  presentment,  and  private  subscriptions  fropi 
the  county  kfeath,  and  no  other. 

I cannot  conceive  any  alteration  in  fiind.s  so 
limited  which  could  be  productive  of  any  advantage 
tu  tlie  poor. 

I cannot  suggest  auy  altiwation  iu  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  funds  by  which  the  wants  of  the  poor 
would  be  more  efficiently  relieved. 

I think  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  could  not  be 
better  applied  than  in  administering  to  the  inediw 
and  surgical  wants  of  the  poor  of  a large  distncl. 
The  only  observation  I can  venture  to  make  is  o" 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  private  subsenphou* 
sufficient  to  answer  the  purpose. 
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LEINSTER— Meath. 


Atliboy  Dispcnsaiy. 


James  Adams,  Esq.  j 


The  Athl5oy  and  BeUiver  dispensai' 
blishcd  in  1819,  for  the  sick  poor,  who  a 
mended  to  them  by  subscribers. 


Sri  parishes,  all  in  Meath. 


Trim,  Nainn,  Kells,  Crosakeel,in  Meath,  Clo- 
oird  ffilliscan,  Castletowndelvin  and  ClomnelloD, 
in  West  Meath. 


I attend  two,  Athhoy  and  Balliver ; the  former 
is  the  c^hth  of  a mile  from  my  I'esidcnce,  and  the 
latte'  is  sri  miles.  From  the  Atdiboy  dispensary 
I receire  601.  Irish  pw  annum,  and  from 
Balliver  dispensary  30 1.  I attend  two  days  in  the 
week  at  Athboy,  and  one  at  Balliver. 


Belliver  Dispensaiy. 


James  Adams,  Esq.  t 


Balliver  Dispensary,  established  in  1819,  for  the 
sict  poor  who  are  recommended  by  subscribere. 


Clonard  Dispensaiy. 


The  Treasurer. 


I am  secretary  aud  treasurer  to  the  Clonard  db- 
pensary,  and  al^  to  the  Kinn^ad  dispensarv-. 


Siz  parishes,  all  in  county  Meath. 


Trim,  Navan,  Kells,  Crosaheel,  inMeatb,  Clo- 
nard, KiDiscan,  Castletowndeivin  and  Clonmcl- 
lon,  in  Westmeath. 


Clonard,  Killyon,  BaHybogg;aii  and  Castlcjordau  ; 
the  medical  attendant  also  supplies  medicine, 
and  attends  patients  in  the  parish  of  Catbery  aud 
county  Kildare,  a fijw  subscribers  residing  in  that 
county. 


One  a'.  Kiliiscan,  in  Westraeatli ; one  at  Balliver, 
in  Meath ; aud  I believe  one  at  Johnstown,  in 
KUdare. 


No  hospital  or  infirmary  in  thb  district.  Salary 
I for  Clonard  60  guineas;  for  Kinncgad  10  guineas  a 
I year ; occasion  jly,  when  funds  admitted,  or  me- 
dical attendance  was  particularly  laborious,  a gratuity  of  101.  or  even  251. 
was  added  in  Kinncgad.  No  gratuity  was  fflven  last  year. 


Whenever  subscribers  recommend  patients  who 
are  not  ^le  to  attend  at  the  dbpensaries,  I con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  attend  them  at  their  own 


nd  two,  Athboy  and  Balliver ; the  former 
iglith  of  a mile  from  ray  residence,  and  the 
s six  miles.  I receive  from  the  Athboy 
sary  601.  Irish  per  annum,  and  from  Bal- 
iOl.  I attend  two  days  in  the  week  at 
and  one  at  Balliver. 


Aregbter  b kept  of  the  name,  ^e,  residence 
and  dbease  of  each  patient,  with  the  medicines 
prescribed  during  the  attendance. 


During  the  last  three  years,  4,373  pafrents  have 
been  recommended,  and  have  received  advice  and 
medicine  16,571  times. 


Many  have  been  recommended  who  v 
objects  of  charity. 


From  P.  A.  Leslie  & Son,  Bride-street,  Dubib. 
Mr.  Wood  b the  apothecary,  and  b paid  by  the 
Earl  of  Damley  for  compounding  at  Athboy,  and 
has  201.  Irish  per  annum  from  the  Balliver 
Piipcnsary  for  the  same  duty. 


Receipt. 

1830  - £.  130  6 ' 

1831  - 131  16  ' 

1832  - 129  10  I 


P EXPEHDITtJUE. 


Medicine  - 64  16  5 


Contingencies 


Ey  private  subscripdona  and  county  present- 


I cwnot.  Dispensaries  should  have  the  power 
01  giving  nourbhinent  to  the  aged  and  mfirro  poor, 
wldch  they  more  frequently  require  tlian  medicine. 


able  to  attend,  I conridcr  it  my  duty  to  attend 


A register  b kept  of  the  name,  age,  residence 
and  disease  of  each  patient,  with  the  medicine 
prescribed  during  the  attendance. 


Many  have  been  recommended  who  wen 
objects  of  charity. 


From  Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  & Co.,  Dublm. 


Expenditure. 

£.70  8 11 -i 
72  18  1 


l'  EXI-EKDIIOUB. 


Salaries  - 46  3 4 ; 46  3 2 

Mudiiaue  - 16  11  IJ  18  13  4 

Rent  - 6 6 0 I 6 6 0 

Contingencies  I 8 6 1 1 16  7 


By  private  subscriptions  and  c 


unty  present- 


I cannot.  Dispensaries  should  have  the  power 
of  giving  nuurbhment  to  the  aged  intii'm  poor, 
which  they  frequently  requbemorc  than  medicine. 


The  medical  attendant  b obliged  b 
Clonard  two  days  each  week. 


attend  a 


In  consequence  of  our  having  changed  our  medio.il 
attendant,  1 c.innot  furnish  repoi'ts  of  the  diseases 
for  the  last  three  years. 


Sometimes,  but  I tliink  not  often,  persons  not 
requiring  gratuitous  assbtauce  are  rccnmnieuded 
by  suhscribers,  but  precautions  are  taken  to  pre- 


Oa  an  oniei-  fi-om  the  secretary,  by  Mr.  Barker, 
Druggbt,  Great  Britain-street.  By  the  medical 
attemlant,  on  a rccoimneudatiou  from  the  sub- 
scribers. 


Receipts.  ' f Expenditure. 
1830  - £.104  8 2 I £.100  7 9 

183!  - 103  11  0 [ 9,9  9 5 

1832  - 107  n 0 I l02  0 0 


Salary  - 03  0 0 

Meibcino  - 20  7 6 

Rent  - 12  10  0 

Contingencies  4 10  3 


By  voluntary  contributions  and  presentments. 
The  Clonard  by  presentment  b Meatb. 


No.  The  dbtrict  is  very  large  and  remarkably 
])oor,  and  no  blinnary  rioav ; it  would  be  cxcecrl- 
ingly  desirable  if  we  had  funds  to  hii-e  a house  or 
I room  where  ahinit  a dozen  or  20  boils  might  Ihj 
nut  occasionally  poor  patients  or  bad  accidents  into.  Both  the  Meath  .lud  \Vestmeath  Infirmaries  are  at  a great 
from  this  and  there  are  no  subscriber's  to  cither  residcut  m the  district.  Our  present  medteal  attendant  is  an 
PV~,.rC,,>  physician,  and  a kind  man  to  the  poor,  but  his  duty  is  very  heavy  indeed. 


F 
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Crossakeel  Dispensary. 

Duleek  and  Black  Lion  Dispensaries. 

Dunboyne  Dispensary. 

Senry  Davidge,  Esq.  J£.  d. 

Edward  Fogarty,  Esq.  M.  D. 

.Tames  Goodshaw,  Esq.  m.o. 

Crossakeel  Dispensary,  established  20  years,  for' 
the  distribution  of  medicine  and  medical  md  to  tbe 

The  Duleek  and  Black  Lion  Dispensaries ; of 
three  years’  existence  since  my  appointment  j but 
aristed  under  a different  name  under  a former  me- 
dical man  for  9 or  10  years  previous  to  it. 

^^I^hoyne  Dispensary,  established  in  March 

Killagh,  part  of  Killallon,  and  part  of  Lough- 
crew,  said  coun^. 

It  is  not  easy  to  define  this,  as  I am  obliged  to 
attend  to  subscribers’  notes,  wherever  they  may 
come  from ; hut  the  parishes  are  all  in  Meath. 

Three;  Dunboyne,  Kilbride  and  Bsllvnadasson, 

all  in  the  same  county.  ' 

Kells,  Oldcastle,  Clonmellon  and  Athboy,  and 
Castletowndelvin. 

Navan  Hospital,  10  miles ; Drogheda  Hospital 
(for  that  townand  county  exdusively),ifoiir  miles ; 
Garrlstown  Dispensary,  six  miles ; Julianstown 
Dispensary,  five  mUea ; Slane  Dispensary,  six 

Summer  Hill  and  Ratoath,  comity  Meath- 
Casdeknock,  Cbapelizod,  ClondalkiTi,  Newcastle 
and  Lucan,  in  county  Dublin;  Maynboth  audCd- 
bridge,  in  Kildare,  and  the  public  hospitals  and 
institutions  in  Dublin. 

No  diqreDsary  or  hospital  within  the  district. 

There  is  no  such  hospital  or  infirmary  within 
the  district,  or  no  other  medical  establishment 
for  the  poor,  except  my  own  one. 

No,  there  is  no  other  medical  institution  con- 
nected with  the  Dunboyne  Dispensary. 

I attend  Clonmellon,  county  of  Westmeath,  where 
I reside,  three  miles  from  Chossakeel ; attendance 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  at  Ci'ossakeel,  and  when 
called  on  by  a subscriber.  Salary  40  1.  per  annum. 

! 

I do  not. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  at  sdl  times 
when  called  on. 

I do  80,  except  in  cholera  cases,  provided  the 
applicants  comply  with  the  bye-laws. 

Only  in  such  cases  as  are  conadered  to  be  fit 
objects  for  dispensary  relief. 

Such  registers  are  kept. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  cases  attended  to  at  the 
iustitutioo,  the  patient’s  name,  by  whom  recom- 
mended, the  disease  and  the  ti-eatment. 

At  least  2,000  patients  are  relieved  annually. 
Fevers,  sraall-pox,  rheumatism,  asthma,  dysentery, 
diarrhea. 

1832:— 3,508  - - - 1833;— 2,849. 

The  number  of  single  applications  average  from 
1,800  to  2,000.  The  diseases  generally  treated 
are  chronic  affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
colds,  inflammadons  of  the  lungs  and  throat,  and 
the  epidemics  of  the  season,  aucidents,  &c. 

It  seldom  happens  that  they  do  participate  in 
the  attendance,  unless  from  accident  or  other 
sudden  illness. 

Such  impositions  are  frequently  pracrised  on 
die  charity,  but  not  whenever  1 can  detect  them. 

Not  fiequendy ; such  circumstances  may  occur, 
but  they  are  not  sanctioned  by  the  dispensary  com. 
mittec. 

By  the  committee,  fromSIessrs.  Stanley  & Co., 
Dublin. 

Compounded  and  supplied  by  myself. 

Supplied  by  a respectable  Dublin  druggist,  and 
compounded  and  dispensed  by  a resident  medical 
person. 

The  average  amount,  by  private  and  county 
presentment,  annually  70  ?.  for  the  last  three  years ; 
expended  by  medicine,  house-i'ent,  carriage  and 

Tlie  expenditure  is  all  included  in  my  salary 
and  the  house-rent,  whicli,  with  some  trifling  inci- 
dental expenses,  amount  tc  something  under  150  L 
per  annum  for  the  two  dispensaries.  The  re- 
ceipts have  for  the  last  three  years  exceeded  the 
expenditm'e  each  year  hy  a few  pounds,  which  is 
lianded  over  to  the  new  treasurer  at  the  end  of 
every  year  to  commence  with. 

Receipts,  between  subscription  and  pi-eseatmant, 
for  the  last  three  years,  amount  to  120 1.  annually. 

fXrXKDIIUKS. 

To  Physician  - - - £.65 

Hoiise-i-ent  - - - - 1 2 

Medicine  end  other  Contingencies  - 60 

Supported  by  private  subsciiption,,  and  county 
presentraemt  equal  to  the  sum  subscribed. 

Partly  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  partly 
by  presentments,  all  obtained  in  Meath. 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  any  alteration  in  the 
present  institutions  that  would  tend  to  benefit  the 
poor,  finding  the  great  good  done  by  medical  aid  j 
and  when  thatcanrot  he  obtained,  them  is  much 
illness. 


Not  any.  But  if  there  were  funds  sufficient  to 
establish  a fever  hospital  in  Dnleck  (witli  a de- 
tached surgical  ward)  for  the  use  of  the  district, 
it  would  render  the  establishment  afar  more  effec- 


I cannot.  I think  it  hut  right  to  observe  here, 
tbat  the  gentry  of  the  neighbourhood  have  annuMy 
subscribed  to  a small  fund  (independent  of  tbeir 
dispensary  subscriptions),  which  has  been  called 
the  “ Sick  Poor  Rind,”  and  which  they  have 
poweved  me  to  dispose  of  in  the  must  necessitous  cases.  A great  deal  ot 
good  has  been  done  from  time  to  time  with  this  little  chaiitj'. 
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Julianstowa  & Bellewstow  Dispensaries. 

Kells  Dispensary. 

KUmainliam  Wood  Dispensary. 

7.  Lynch,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

B.  M'Demwtt,  Esq.  m.d. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

JoUanstown  and  BuUewstown  Dispensaries. 

Kelle  Dispensary,  established  in  1815. 

Kilmainham  Wood  Dlspensar)',  established  1st 
July  1826. 

fhE  parishes  of  Julianstown,  Moore  Church, 
CtOp,  awl  part  of  the  parish  of  Duieek,  all  in  the 

county  of  Meath. 

The  district  is  not  limited  or  confined  to  par- 
ticular parish^  or  counties. 

Subscribers  from  four  parishes  in  the  county  of 
Meath. 

There  is  an  hospital  in  DroKheda,  and  a dispen- 
sjry  attached  to  it.  There  is  a dispensary  in 
Duieek,  and  one  in  the  Black  Lion,  and  one  ui 
Staroullia,  all  in  the  county  of  Meath.  There  is 
one  in  Balbiiggan,  in  the  comity  of  Dublin,  at- 
tached to  Staniuhin,  in  the  county  of  Meath. 

One  fever  hospital  in  KeEs,  a county  infirmary 
at  Navan  (about  10  miles),  a dispensary  at  Ath- 
boy,  at  Cloninellon,  at  Crossak^l,  at  Mullagh 
and  Moynalty. 

1 There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 

Kells,  nine  miles ; Drumcondra,  eight  miles ; 
Moynalty,  sis  miles ; Kingseourt,  in  the  county 
of  Cavan,  three  miles. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  our 
district.  As  to  salaries,  1 do  not  know  what  is 
attached  to  each  dispensary. 

or  infirmmy  within  ten  miles. 

Not  any. 

1 attend  two,  Julianstown  on  Thursdays,  and 
Bellewstown  on  Mondays.  The  salary  settled  by 
the  committee  is  60 1.  for  bolb ; the  surplus  pays 
for  medicines  and  the  rent  of  the  two  dispensaries. 
Juliaiatowii  is  about  three  miles,  and  Bellewstown 
about  four  miles  distauce  from  my  residence.  ■ 

I only  attend  one  dispensary. 

I attend  only  the  Kilmainham  Wood  Dispen- 
sary, two  days  each  week.  Amount  of  salary  be- 
tween 40 1.  and  50f.  yearly.  Three  miles  from 
1 my  residence. 

I do  attend  all  cases  where  a visitmg  ticket  is 
prcduced. 

There  are  dispensary  regulations  requiring  re- 
commendations ; but  I never  refuse  ray  attend- 
ance to  the  poor. 

By  the  rules  of  the  dispensary,  I am  obliged  to 
attend  the  poor  at  their  respective  houses,  wlien 
recommended  by  a subscriber. 

I keep  a registry  of  all  recomroendanW  and  re- 
conunemlcd ; also  of  tbe  diseases,  and  all  who  die, 
which  is  submitted  to  the  annual  general  meeting. 

I keep  a registry  of  the  patients  attended ; hut, 
owing  to  their  various  and  remote  residences,  I 
cannot  keep  a registry  of  the  results. 

There  is  a registry  of  all  patients  recommended 
to  tbe  dispensary. 

Recommended.  Deaths. 

1831  - - 1 800  - - - 7 

1832  - - - 813  - - • 9 

1833  - - - 807  - - - 10 

Fevers,  coughs,  small-pox,  measles,  cholera,  &c. 

were  the  diseases  which  sometimes  prevailed  here. 

All  diseases  incident  to  a large  and  very  popu- 
lous district. 

Relieved  Attended 

at  Dispensary,  at  their  Houses. 

1831  ■ - - 1,248  ...  47 

1832  - - - 1,579  - - . 87 

1833  - - - 1,233  ...  86 

Fevers,  catanhre  affections,  chronic  diseases, 

accidents,  &c.  &c. 

Very  often  subscribers  recommend  people  who  | 
are  very  well  able  to  pay  for  medicines;  but  their 
tickets  must  be  attended  to. 

Very  rarely,  as  by  the  regulations  poor  only 
have  a right  to  attendance. 

Not  one. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Meases.  Boilean 
& George,  88,  Bcide-etreet,  Dublin. 

By  druggists  in  Dublin,  Messrs.  Boilean  & 
George. 

When  medicine  b required,  an  order  from  tliu 
treasurer  is  sent  to  Messrs.  Boilcau  & George, 
Bride-street. 

£. 

1831  ...  - 88 

1832  - . - - 126 

1833  . - - . 100 

I above  mentioned,  that  the  committee  settled 
ffly  salarv  at  60 1.  a year ; there  is  a balance  of  6 f. 
in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  for  which  he  must  lay  in 
medicine  immediately. 

Receipts.  Expenditure. 

1830  - £.89  0 0 1 £.86  5 1 

1831  - 89  0 0 92  U 11 

1832  - 34  2 0 1 31  16  7i  ^ 

Annual  private  subscription,  average  about 
ISOL;  the  same  amount  from  county  present- 

Supported  by  subscriptions,  and  a grant  from 
Ihe  grand  jury  of  Meath  equal  to  the  subscriptions.  , 

By  subscription  and  presentment  from  the 
county  of  Meath  only. 

By  subscriptions  from  people  possessing  property 
in  the  neighbouihood,  and  county  presentment  of 
Meath. 

The  funds  are  very  Iqw,  and  what  is  in  the 
jTOi^rer’s  hands  too  little  to  purchase  medicine ; 
out  if  the  grand  jury  grant  xvas  on  an  equ-al  footing 
mth  the  hospital  grants,  the  poor  could  be  advan- 
higeon.=ly  assisted. 

I cannot,  without  increasing  the  funde,  to 
which  the  majority  of  the  gentry  of  this  neigh- 
bourhood do  not  subscribe ; but  in  many  cases 
consider  food  more  necessary  than  medicine. 

I do  not  consider  that  tbe  funds  of  tbe  dis- 
pensary could  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  sueh  a- 
mirahcr  of  poor  to  better  advantage. 
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MojTialty  Dispensary.  i 

Oldcastle  Dispeusaxy. 

Raddinsto-wn  Dispensary. 

William  Dyaa,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Soiert  Peebles,  Esi^.  m.d. 

J-  P.  Homes,  Esq.  m.d. 

MoynaJty  Dispensary.  There  is  but  one,  which 
is  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

The  Oldcastle  Dispensary,  established  in  the 
year  1818. 

1 

Raddinstown  Dispensary,  established  in  1^633  ~ 

Four,  all  in  the  said  county  of  Meath. 

There  are  seven  parishes,  and  all  are  in  the  : 
same  county. 

Five ; two  of  those  have  seven  parishes  united 
making  in  aU  ten,  and  situated  in  two  counties.’ 

There  are  two  dispensaries  and  one  fever  hospital. 

There  are  in  the  county  of  Cavan  the  dispen- 
saries of  Vii^inia,  six  miles  from  this ; Ballyduff, 
six  miles ; and  Mount  Nugent,  four  miles.  In 
Meath,  there  is  one  at  Crossakcci,  6 miles ; in  West 
Meath,  at  Clonmellon  and  Castle  Pollard,  8 miles. 
No  hospital  of  any  kind  within  ten  miles. 

1 cannot  answer  this  exactly. 

Not  one. 

1 

There  is  no  infirmary  or  hospit.!!  of  any  de- 
scription in  this  district  or  barony. 

None. 

But  one,  which  is  about  three  miles  and  a half  ; 
from  toy  residence.  Attendance  twice  a wedt. 
Salary  only  301.  per  annunj.  | 

I attend  only  one  dispensary ; the  hours  of  at- 
tendance are  from  eleven  o’clock  till  three,  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

No. 

Certainly.  | 

! 

Yes. 

Yes. 

There  is ; but  from  the  remote  and  'various 
places  they  come,  it  would  he  impossible  to  state 
the  result  of  all. 

1 

There  is  a register  kept  of  each  patient’s  name, 
disease,  residence,  aud  by  whom  recommended. 

Yes. 

Number  of  persons,  2,048 ; and  every  descrip- 
tion of  disease  was  treated. 

As  I have  not  been  medical  attendant  here  for 
three  years,  I can  only  give  an  account  of  two 
years,  during  which  period  1,344  persons  have 
j been  relieved,  of  whom  323  were  attended  at  their 
1 own  houses.  The  diseases  have  been  various; 

but  the  most  common  were  dyspepsy,  worms, 

' coughs,  rheumatism,  cutaneous  eruptions  and  in- 
flamed eyes. 

, Dispensary  only  established  one  year. 

Certainly  not. 

The  subscribers  sridom  recommend  persons 
able  to  pay  for  advice. 

Not  as  far  as  subscribers  can  prevent. 

By  the  treasurer,  und  supplied  by  Messrs.  Stanley 
and  Cu.,  Dublin. 

By  Messrs.  Leslie,  Druggists,  of  Dublin,  by 
order  from  the  treasurer. 

Dn^gist. 

Receipt. 

1831  - £.64  15 

1832  - 63  13 

1833  - 62  16  1 

GENF.BAt.  HEADS 

1831. 

Balance  due  £.6  13  7 
Salary  - - 20  10  0 

Mediciue  - 21  19  0 

Rent  - - 5 0 0 1 

Sundries  - 1 11  o| 

1 Expenditure. 

2 £.64  18  7 

5 63  13  5 

1 1 62  16  11 

OP  EXl’ENDITURE. 

1832.  1833. 

4 17  2 1 3 13  5 

30  0 0 1 30  0 0 
22  4 2 1 22  74 
5001  500 

1 12  1 1 1 16  2 

EXPEKDIIOBE. 

£.  s.  d. 

1830  118  11  0 

1831  97  18  6i 

1832  106  7 6 

Dispensary  only  cstablisbed  in  1833, 

By  presentment  of  the  county,  and  subscription. 

It  is  supported  by  subscriptions  and  an  equal 
presentment,  both  of  which  are  from  Meath  only. 

By  contribution  and  presentment  from  dm 
county. 

Certainly  not,  without  an  increase  of  fund. 

No. 

No. 
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Ratoath  Disjiensaiy. 

Slace  Dispensary. 

StaniuUen  Dispensary. 

Lavretict  O’jBezZey,  Esq.,  m.d. 

J.  S.  Egan,  Esq.,  m.d. 

7K  S.  M'Evry,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

jbe  Katoatli  Dispfinsar}',  established  1818. 

The  Slane  Dispensary,  for  supplying  advice  and 
medicine  gratis  to  the  rich  poor;  catablishedl806. 

Stamullcn,  opened  prii'atelyin  1828;  as  a county 
dispensary,  latter  end  of  1830;  Balbriggan  Dis- 
pensary, county  Dublin,  to  afford  medicinal  as- 
sistance and  necessary  surgical  operations. 

Seven  parishes,  all  in  the  county  Meath. 

Pour  piarishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

Two  in  the  county  Meath,  four  in  the  county 
Dublin. 

A dispensary  at  Diuiboyne,  five  miles ; and 
uiothcr  at  Dulcck,  eight  miles  distant. 

Tlie  Infirmaiy  at  Navan,  and  Fever  Hospital ; 
the  infiiTnary  at  Drogheda ; and  dispensaries  at 
Duleek,  Drumcondra,  CoUon  and  Ardee. 

Julionstown,  Duleek  and  its  branch,  Black  Lion 
Hospital  and  Disjwnsary;  Drogheda,  Old  Town; 
Balbriggan,  Skerries,  Ru^. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital. 

I attaid  no  other  institution. 

No. 

Stamullen,  county  Meath,  three  miles  from  my  re- 
sidence ; attendance  three  days ; one  at  dispensaiy, 
two  at  my  house,  witii  ■visits  at  houses  when  unable 
to  attend  dispensary.  Salary  52i.  Balbri^an, 
county  Dublk,  three  days,  about  90h 

invariably  my  own  attendance  is  given. 

Certainly,  and  at  all  times,  day  or  night. 

Yes,  and  if  required  by  note  to  visit  at  their 
houses,  if  illness  prevents  their  attending  at  dis- 
pensaiy. 

There  is  such  a register  kept. 

A regbfer  is  kept  of  tliose  cases  that  require  to  be 
visited  at  their  own  homes,  which  are  always 
promptly  attended  to,  and  in  general  the  result  is 
favourable. 

A register  has  been  kept,  advice,  medicine,  and 
necessary  operations  performed  wlien  nocessaiy. 

Within  the  last  three  years,  4,158  persons  have 
been  attended,  during  which  there  was  no  particular 
epidemic,  except  the  diseases  of  children,  and  only 
a lew  cases  of  cholera, 

Seven  Imndred ; their  complaints  various,  such 
as  accidents,  broken  limbs,  child-birth,  rheuma- 
tism, fevers,  infliipnmi,  dec. 

From  July  1830  to  July  1831  - 327  persons. 

„ 1831  „ 1832  - 579  „ 

„ 1832  „ 1833  - 479  „ 

1,385  „ 

Balibrggan,  county  Dublin,  total  15,188. 

There  have  been  several  such  instances. 

Seldom. 

When  such  occurs,  on  representing  the  matter  to 
the  eommittce,  they  can  be  struck  off;  no  doubt 
cases  have  occurred. 

•By  the  subscrUjcrs,  at  an  average  expense  of  30 1. 
per  annum. 

I have  an  unlimited  order  for  medicines  upon 
Messrs.  Boileau  A George,  of  Dublin, 

I order  them  at  Messis.  Boileau  &;  George's, 
Bride-street,  and  being  approved  by  committee, 
treasurer  pays  it ; I compound  and  distribute  them. 

Die  receipts  are  an  average  of  45 1.  per  annum 
^subscription,  with  a similar  grant  from  the  grand 
jury;  the  expenditure  is  an  average  of  about  301. 
per  annum  for  medicine,  and  60 1.  for  medical  at- 
tendance and  house-rent. 

The  yearly  income  of  the  dispensary  is  about 
1201.  staling,  eighty  guineas  the  physician’s 
salary,  and  the  remainder  to  purcliase  medicines. 

Eeceipt.  j Expenditure. 

1831  -£.110  13  0 1 £.110  13  6 

1832  - 106  14  0 I 90  12  0 

GXHERAL  HEADS  OF  EEFEriDirURE. 

1831.  1832. 

Salary-  - - £.55  19  8 52  0 0 

Medicine  - - 39  2 7 34  2 U 

Sundries  - - 15  11  3 4 10  0 

A county  grant  was  only  obtained  in  Summer  As- 
sizes 1831,  previous  to  wliich  it  was  carried  on  by 
private  expense. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  a siinilar  sum  pre- 
seeted  by  the  grand  jury. 

Supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  a present- 
ment fi'om  tbc  grand  jury. 

By  private  subscriptions!,  and  county  giant  for 
each  dispensaiy  from  its  own  county. 

Our  funds  admit  of  no  alteration  j but  I am  con- 
«accd  that  better  bed-covering  and  wearing  ap- 
Rtel,  particularly  linen,  would  materiaBy  benefit 
the  condition  of  the  poor. 

I think  the  institution  could  not  be  better  con- 
ducted. 

Not  of  present  funds ; ]>ut  if  a fund  could  be  es- 
tabiished  from  wliicb  the  poor  could  obtain  some 
assistance  during  illness,  it  would  be  must  salutary ; 
peisons  who  can  maintain  their  fomiliea  when  in 
health,  are  very  destitute  during  ilbiess. 

0.5. 
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Summerliill  Dispensaiy. 

Trim  Dispensaiy. 

Ballybrittas  Dispens 

ary. 

Committee  end  Medical  Attenduit. 

Hejiry  Caffijrd,  Esq.,  m.d, 

S.  Darts,  Esq.,  m,d, 

Suinmerhill  Dispensary,  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  established  in  1817 ; Agher  Dispensary,  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  established  in  1812. 

Trim  Dispensary,  established  1811. 

The  Ballybrittas  Dispensary. 

Laracor,  Galtrim,  Kilmore,  all  in  the  same 
county. 

Trim  parish,  part  of  the  parishes  of  Laracor, 
Castle  Rickard,  Moymet,  Kilmisson  and  Galbrom, 
all  in  the  same  county. 

It  comprehends  part  of  the  parish  of  wH 
Queen’s  County;  ami  the  entire  of  the  pSef 
Courtwood,  m said  county. 

At  Trim,  five  miles  off ; at  RaddinstotTn,  nine 
miles  off ; at  Agher,  five  mil%  off. 

At  Navan,  the  County  Infirmary  and  Fever  Hos- 
pital; at  Summer  Hill,  a dispensary;  same  at 
Agher,  Athboy  and  Ballivcr. 

the  Stradbally  Dispensary,  Athy  Dispensary  Mo^ 
nasterevan  Dispensary,  Mount  Mellick  Dispensan- 
and  Portarlington  Diqiensary.  ‘ " 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  in  the 
district. 

There  is  nut. 

One,  Summer  Hill,  at  my  residence ; attendance 
one  day  in  tlie  week,  and  daily  when  called  on ; 
salary  53/.  per  annum.  The  Agher,  five  miles 
off ; attendance  one  day  in  the  week,  and  when 
called  on ; salary  40  L per  annum. 

But  one,  the  Trim  Dispensary ; the  days  of  at- 
tendance arc  two ; the  salary  45/.  per  annum. 

1 attend  but  one  dispansary ; days  of  attradance 
Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend,  and  always  do  ; 
attend  pcisonally  all  cases  of  the  poor,  when  they  are 
unable  to  attend  the  dispensary. 

I consider  it  my  duty,  and  always  give  my  per- 
sona! attendance  when  required. 

Moat  certainly. 

A registry  is  kept  of  the  number  of  applications 
and  the  complaints,  but  not  the  results. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  applications,  and  advice 
and  medicine  given. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  the  cases. 

From  1st  JiJy  1830  to  1st  July  1833,  6,340 
cases  were  attended  at  the  dispensary,  and  300  cases 
at  their  own  homos.  The  general  diseases  treated 
were,  inflammations,  both  local  and  general,  fevers, 
cutaneous  diseases,  colds  and  c.atarrhs,  dyspeptic 
affections  of  stomach,  complaints  of  the  eyes,  bowels, 
rheumatism,  accidents  and  midwifery. 

The  number  of  applications  for  relief,  for  the  hast 
tliiee  ye.irs,  10,690;  the  diseases  are,  fever,  bowel 
complaint,  and  wounds  and  fractures. 

The  answer  required  to  this  would  take  up  more 
of  my  time  than  my  profaaional  vocatious  would 
admit  of. 

I believe  some  few  occaaonally  do  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  institution  who  are  not  objects  of 
charity. 

Very  seldom,  if  ever. 

It  very  frequentiy  happens  that  persons  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  avail  themselves  of  such  gra- 
tuitous assistance,  tliough  not  generally  with  the 
consent  of  the  subscribers. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  an  order  on  the 
druggists  in  Dublin,  Messrs.  Hoyte  & Flood,  Sack- 
ville-stieet. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  from  a druggist  in 
Dublin,  compounded  at  the  dispensary,  and  paid  for 
by  the  Treasurer. 

By  voluntary  subscription,  and  obtained  by  tie 
treasurer  or  physician  from  the  best  and  cheajust 
druggist. 

Rcceip 

1830  - 106  10 

1831  - 106  6 

1882  . 104  8 

GENEKAL  HEADS 

1830. 

Salary  - £.63  0 0 
Medicine  - 42  1 10^ 
Rent  - 10  0 0 ' 

Sundries  - I 11  10^: 
£7i06  is  9 1 

t.  ) Ex 

0 £.  J 

0 1 ] 

0 1 I 

1831.  °| 

63  0 0 1 
42  12  1 
10  0 0 
0 7 9 
104  12  6 

penditure. 

.06  13  4 
.04  8 7 
.04  12 

1832. 

53  0 0 

41  8 6| 

10  0 0 
0 4 0 
104  12  6i 

Rec 

Subscription, 

1831  - £.67  0 8i 
1852  - 53  10  0 

1833  - 52  19  4 i 

1831. 

Sal.try  - £.  61  10  I 
Metlicine  - 25  13  ! 
Rent  • - 1 4 ( 

Contingencies  5 9 i: 

Si 

P 

) 1 
J , 
3 ' 

17  9 0 

15  18  8 
il  12  0 
or  ssPEti 
1832. 

62  10  ( 
26  12  i 

1 4 ( 

2 15  1( 

) 

ExDoaUitore. 

93  17  3i 
S3  2 0 
80  9 9 

1833. 

52  10  0 
21  2 
1 4 0 
6 13  3{ 

Supported  by  private  subsoriptiona,  and  a present- 
ment fiom  the  county  of  Meath,  and  no  other 
county. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  grand  jury  pre- 
sentments from  one  county. 

By  voluntary  contribution,  two-fhiids  of  the  sub- 
scription raised  being  added  by  grand  jury  present- 
ment obtdned  only  from  the  Queen's  County. 

I dimk  the  fimds  of  the  dispensaiy  could  not  be 
better  applied  than  in  administering  to  the  medical 
and  surgical  wants  of  a laige  district ; first,  in  affi>rd- 
ing  medicines  towards  the  prevention  of  disease ; and, 
secondly,  as  a cure.  The  only  observation  I can  ven- 
ture to  make  is  on  the  difficulty  of  procuring  private 
subscriptions  sufficient  to  ansner  the  purpose. 

I think  the  funds  could  not  be  better  applied. 

think  it  my  duly  to  state,  that  the  poor  have  1 
sequence  of  the  Government  not  havinc  mo. 
amount  to  that  raised  by  private  subscrinUor 
cam^of  fever  is  quite  essenlini)  mislit  bepr. 

find  my  statement  to  be  correct,  und  you  wii 
Uiirds  of  the  subscription  roisrd. 

I do  not  think  that  the  funds  of  thisestabliahment 
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BalinalcUl  Dispensary. 

Borris-ia-Ossory  Dispensaiy. 

Kilmaiunon  Dispensavy. 

Conmiittea  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

1 y.  J.  jDttnna,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

Ballinakill  Dispensary,  established  in  July 

1818. 

Borris-in-Ossory  and  Rathdowney  Dispensniira, 
for  the  supply  of  medicine  and  advice  to  persons 
unable  to  procure  either. 

' The  Kilmanmon,  Queen’s  County. 

T1)C  entire  parish  of  Dysait  Galen,  and  a part 
df  Baliiroan,  in  the  Queen’s  County ; a part  of 
Abbevleix,  Rosconnell  and  Atanna  parishes,  in  the 
Kilkenny. 

Part  of  Aghavoe,  Shirk,  Kilo,  Offerlaue,  Dono- 
more,  all  in  the  Queen’s  County. 

Three  b the  same  county. 

The  lafirmary  and  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Maryho- 
roi^h ; a dispensary  at  Durrow ; a house  for  the 
recepdoa  of  fever  patients,  and  a dispensary,  at 
Abiyleix;  a dispensary  at  Ballyraggett,  one  at 
Casllcoomcr,  and  another  at  Freshfbrd. 

Mountrath,  74  miles  distant;  Hathdo^vney,  64; 
Offerlaue,  6 ; all  in  the  Queen’s  County.  Roserea, 
74,  Tipperary  county. 

Mountmelicfc  Dispensary,  in  the  Queen’s  County, 
"miles;  Kennity,  7 miles ; Geashill,  9 miles;  and 
Tallamon  Infirmary,  10  miles,  b the  Kbg’s 
County. 

There  is  not. 

I attend  only  the  Balinskil  IDispeasary  three  times  a week ; 
Dflither  is  there,  in  the  town  or  neiglibouhiood,  any  other 
public  iusiihation  for  aHEording  relief  to  the  sick  and  destitute 
poor;  a fact  much  to  be  regretted,  as  the  prevalence  of 
dhesM.  and  the  almost  univeisal  spread  of  poverty,  renders , 
1 house,  pardcalarly  for  the  reception  of  fever  patients, 
iptuh  to  be  desired.  Days  of  attendance,  Monday,  'Wednes- 
day  and  Saturday. 

I attend  Borris-in-Ossory  and  Ifothdormey 
Dispensaries;  residence,  Borris-in-Ossory,  distant 
from  Ratlidowney  54  miles ; attendance,  two  days 
in  the  week  to  each ; salary  for  Botris-in-Ossory 
1 Dispensary  65  Z.  7 s.  8 d.,  until  the  county  grant 
was  reduced  one-third,  in  the  year  1831,  since  whi. 

I only  attend  the  above  dispensary ; salary,  60 1. 
per  annum. 

ch  period  it  varies. 

1 consider  it  my  duty  to  give  my  own  personal 
attendance  (when  required)  to  all  such  applicants 
as  produce  tickets  from  suhscribers  to  &e  dispen- 
sary.  , 

Ido. 

I consider  it  my  duty  conscientiously,  as  a 
Christian,  to  give  personal  attendance  on  ^ such 
occasions. 

There  is. 

Yea. 

There  is  a registry  kept,  and  the  applications 
disposed  of  with  Ric  most  happy  effects. 

The  mimber  of  persona  relieved  by  the  dispensary 
wlhin  the  three  last  years  amounted  to  1,567,  in 
the  following  proportions : 

For  1831  - - - - 291 

1832  ....  404 

1833  - - T - 872 

The  diseases  treated  tverc , fevers,  rheumatism,  dis- 
eases of  the  lunffs  and  liver  and  bowels,  various  <1 

Number,  3,020. 

yspeptic  affections,  syphilis,  and  ophthalmia- 

It  would  take  me  six  months  to  answer  this 
quere.  Upwards  of  3,000  oases  were  attended  to. 

Such  imposition  has  been  practised  in  a few 
cases,  hut  precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
wailar  occurrences. 

In  many  instances. 

A great  many. 

Mcilicinesare  supplied,  by  order  of  the  committee, 
from  the  boose  of  Leslie  & Co.  Dublin. 

BoUeau  & George,  Dublin  j paid  for  by  the 
Tieasurer  from  the  funds  of  the  dispensary. 

By  roe,  chiedy. 

Subscripiton.  | Pr 

1831  •-  49  2 10  3: 

1832  . 54  9 11  I 3. 

1833  . 96  6 0 1 2' 

SEHSIlAt  HEADS  0 

1831. 

Salaries  - - 62  13  1 

Medicine-  - 27  16  34 

Bent  - . . 14  q o 

Contingencies  12  8 2i 

2 IS  2 
5 9 3 

0 0 0 
F EXrZKDI' 

; 1832. 

66  10  0 
9 3 1 
4 13  4 
1 3 13  0 

Espendittue, 

116  17  7 
83  19  5 
105  13  2 

1833. 

64  S 0 
25  7 114 
8 0 0 
8 0 3 

Receipt. 

1831  - - i£.99  9 1 
18S2  ...  88  4 0 
1833  - - - 71  S 8 

OENEAAL  MEADS  OF  B 

1831. 

Salary  - - £.66  7 8 
Medicbes  - - - 14  I 5 
Prbtbg,Postage,&c.  2 9 4 

£ 

1 Expenditure. 

£.  81  18  5 
1 88  12  10 
69-  11  3 

'EKDIIUEE. 

1832.  1 1833. 

15  7 8 54  0 0 
.9  3 6 IS  10  6 
4 I 8 1 2 0 0 

Not  bebg  the  registrar  or  treasurer,  I cannot 
answer. 

The  institution  is  principally  supported  by  annual 
wl;scnpiiou8  (which  amounted  for  1 833  to  961. 6s.), 
^sfrted  by  a grant  from  the  grand  jury  of  the 
tdoeens  County  only,  amoimtbg  for  1833  to  201. 

By  subscription,  and  presentment  from  the 
Queen’s  County. 

By  presentment  and  subscription  from  Qje 
Queen’s  County. 

fsgfetted  that  the  funds  of  this 
^hshnaent  are  so  scanty  as  barely  to  enable  the 
imi^  to  provide  the  poor  with  medicines  and 
Wdieal  attendance,  as,  with  a Uttle  additional 
Utility  might  be  very  much  extended ; nu’ 
tf  ..1,- d , “ '^covering  from  disease,  and  warm  cli 
oh  they  are,  at  certain  periods,  in  gi  eat  want. 

I could  not,  the  funds  bebg  so  very  low  at 
present. 

fritious  diet  might  be  procured  for 
>thing  could  he  provided  for  them, 

1 I can,  but  it  must  he  before  the  committee. 
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Mountmelick  Dispensary. 

Mountrath  Dispensary. 

Newtown  Dispensary. 

Treasui'cr  and  Medical  AtCendaut. 

James  Smith,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Sanmcl  E’dp-e,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Mountmelick  Dispensary,  cstoblisked  in  tlie 
year  1813. 

The  Mountrath  Dispensary,  established  irrl818. 

The  Newtown  Dispensary,  established  hr  1832. 

There  are  no  defined  limits.  The  subscribers 
have  the  power  of  recommending  pauper  padents 
from  any  parish  or  county. 

The  entire  of  this  parridi,  which  extends  12  miles 
from  north  to  south,  6 J from  cast  to  west ; popu- 
lation, 20,000 ; also  a large  share  of  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Offin-hme,  which  comes  near  this  town  on 
the  west  side. 

Two  whole  parishes,  and  a great  part  of  three 
others,  all  in  die  Queen’s  County. 

An  infirmary  at  Marj'horough,  with  dispensary 
attached;  a dispensary  at  Portorlington ; another 
at  Ballybrittas ; another  at  Stiadbally;  another  at 
Mouutrath ; another  at  Clonoslee ; and  another 
at  Geashill. 

Maryborough  Infirmary,  Abbeyleix,  Borris-in- 
Ossory,  Mountmelick  and  Ofierlane  Dispensaries. 

The  Castlecomer  Dispensary,  in  the  countv  Kil 
keimy,  aud  Ballrclcmoyler,  in  this  county'’  the 
Carlow  Infirmary ; the  two  former  within  about 
6 miles  each,  and  tire  latter  about  9. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  infirmary  in  this 
town  or  immediate  neighbourhood.  The  physician’s 
salary  is  60  guineas  per  annum.  There  is  also  an 
apothecary,  whose  salary  is  20  guineas  per  annum. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  district 
of  this  dispensary,  though  such  an  institution  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

I attend  no  dispensary,  infirmary  or  hospital, 
except  the  Mountmelick  dispensary.  The  days  of 
attendance  are  every  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Sa- 

One  dispensary ; salary,  100  guineas  a j-eai' ; 
attendance  two  days,  at  stated  hours,  in  each 
week ; attendance  upon  external  patients,  and  for 
the  distribution  of  their  medicines,  every  day ; 
acridents  attended  at  all  hours. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  one  mile  from  my 
residence ; receive  80 1.  per  armmit  salary,  to  atteud 
three  days  in  the  week. 

Certainly,  as  far  as  is  practicable  in  this  exten- 
sive and  very  populous  ne^hbourhood. 

Ido. 

I do,  and  am  obliged  to  attend  at  any  time,  wLeu 
called  on. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  caeca  applyit^  for  aid, 
and  of  the  number  visited  at  their  homes,  and  also 
the  number  of  times  each  patient  has  received  aid 
from  the  dispensary. 

i 

Regularly  inspected  at  each  meeting. 

There  is  a register  kept,  aud  tho  resrdt  marked. 

Number  relieved  within  the  last  three  years, 
6,502.  Diseases  most  frequently  treated  ; dyspepsia, 
typhus,  diarrheea  and  dysentery ; eruptions,  parti- 
cularly itch ; inflammations  of  the  lungs  aud  severe 
colds;  rheumatism  (acute  and  chronic),  wounds 
aud  ulcere. 

1831  - - . 3,000 

1832  - . . 2,769 

1833  . - . 3,180 

I can  only  state  the  number  relieved  in  1833 ; 
2,621  patients  relieved  at  dispensary.  A verylitgc 
proportion  of  fevers  and  bowel  complaints. 

It  frequently  occurs  that  persons  who  are  in  cir- 
cumstances not  to  require  grataitous  assistance, 
participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity. 

Sometimes. 

Very  seldom. 

By  the  Treasurer,  according  to  requisitions  made 
out  by  the  apothecary,  and  c-xammed  and  approved 
by  the  physician. 

For  the  last  three  years  entirely  at  my  expense. 

The  medicines  are  sup]ilied  by  Messrs,  P.  A.  & 
C.  Leslie,  Druggists,  Dublin. 

£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 
Subscription  for  1831  60  8 
County  Grant  - - 40  5 

Expeoditure  - - - 142  13  10 

Subscription  for  1832  88  14  S'!,.- 
County  Grant  - - 69  3 

Expenditure  - - - 185  6 7 

Subscription  for  1833  99  19  91, 

County  Grant  - - 65  10  3/^®^  » 

Expenditure  - - - 127  13  2 

Receipts.  Expenditure. 

1831  - - 131  44  131  1 6 

1832  - - - 115  16  8 115  16  8 

1833  - - - 110  15  2 no  13  4 

GEUnnAL  HEADS  OE  EXPENDITURE. 

1831.  1832.  1 1833. 

Salaries  £.109  0 0 109  0 0 109  0 0 

Rent  - - 12  76  1681  178 

Contingencies  9 14  0 5 10  0|  076 

Recceipt. 

Subscription,  j Presentment.  1 
1833  £.  95  16  6 I 64  1 5 | 133  10  5 
oekeral  heads  of  expenditdue. 
Salary  - - . £.  80  0 0 

Extras  ditto  - - 10  0 0 

Medicine  - - - 18  6 6 J 

Contingencies  - - 25  3 10  J 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from 
the  county  in  which  it  is  situated. 

By  suhscriptioD,  and  two-thirds  county  grant.  . 

By  private  subscription,  aud  grand  jury  present- 
ment, obtmned  from  the  Queen’s  County  only. 

We  have  to  regret  that  the  limited  state  of  our 
funds  prevent  the  institution heingmore extensively 
useftil ; but  we  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  managed  i 
with  the  utmost  economy.  | 

Under  the  circumstances  of  expenditure,  as  de-  None,  e;:cept  that  .i  fever  hospital  would  prcvCTt 

tailed,  I have  no  suggestion  to  offer.  tho  spread  of  contapon,  and  the  fetal  results  wlucU 

( of  necessity  (from  the  poverty  aud  ignorance  of  1 ^ 
people)  follow  the  accession  of  fever  in  this  district.  Wliere  men,  women,  ciiildren,  piR-i 
asses.  Sec.  &c.  are  obliged  to  inhabit  the  same  ajrartment,  there  heing  but  one  in  " 
house,  and  tilts  with  but  one  oirtlct,  a door,  in  very  many  instances. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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Portai'lii^on  Dispensary. 

RatJidotraey  Dispensary. 

Stradbally  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

John  F.  Harte,  Esq.  m.  b. 

— 

porlarlington  Dispensary,  established  in  the 
18J2-  Attend^  three  days  in  each  week. 

Rathdowney  and  Borris-in-Ossory  Dispensaries, 
for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  advice  to  persons 
not  able  to  procure  either;  Rathdowney,  esta- 
blished in  the  year  1312. 

Stradbally  Dispensary,  estabhshed  1817,  for 
medical  and  surgical  advice,  distributing  medicine, 
and  visiting  at  their  own  houses  when  unable  to 
attend  (all  gratuitously). 

Four  parishes,  in  King’s  and  Queen’s  County ; 
gjjg’s  County  paying  no  presentment. 

Rathdowney,  Rathsarm,  Coolkeery,  Aughma- 
carte,  Bordvvell,  part  of  Douomore,  Aghavoe, 
Killermon,  and  part  of  Erke. 

Eight  parishes,  all  in  the  Queen’s  County. 

Maryborough  Infirmaiy,  10 miles;  BaDybrittas 
Dispensary,  four  miles ; Monastereven  Dispensary, 
five  miles ; Stradbally  Dispensary,  nine  mil«  ; and 
0(asluilDispcnsary,eightiniles;  Rathangan, eight 
uiila,  and  Mount  Mellick,  six  miles. 

Durrow,  nine  miles,  county  Kilkenny;  Johns- 
town, ditto,  nine  miles ; Borris-in-Oasory,  seven 

The  County  Infirmary,  a dispensary  at  Bally- 
brittas,  aud  one  at  Athy,  in  tbc  county  of  Kildare. 

No  other  infirmary  or  dispensary  in  our  distriet. 

None. 

j There  is  none. 

One  of  the  Porlarlington  Dispensary  phyacians 
atolls  Geashili  one  day  in  each  week ; receives 
50i  per  annum.  Portarlii^ton  pays  33/.  per 
aonum  to  each. 

Rathdowney  and  Borris-in-Ossory  Dispensaries; 
residence,  Borris-in-Ossory  at  present ; distant 
from  Rathdowney  seven  miles ; two  days  to  each 
dispensary  in  the  week.  Salary  for  Rathdowney, 
52/.  10s.  per  annum. 

No.  Salaiy,  87/.  13s.  lOd.  per  annum;  at- 
tendance, two  days  in  the  week,  from  10  until  I, 
at  the  dispensary,  and  at  all  times  when  a visiting 
ticket  is  given.  1 reside  within  20  yards  of  the 
dispensary. 

Yes,  invariably. 

Ido. 

I am  at  all  times  willing  to  give  medical  and 
surgical  advice  when  wanting. 

A t^lar  registiy  has  been  kept,  and  the  result 
Mlei),  as  far  as  the  attendance  of  patients  would 
adjuit  of. 

Yes. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  the  cases. 

Average  last  three  years  between  11,000  and 
12,000  annually.  Diseases  of  women  and  children, 
including  labours,  accidents,  epidemics,  &c.  &c. 

Number  of  persons  relieved,  3,417. 

Number  relieved,  6,725.  Every  species  of  dis- 
ease that  generally  fells  to  the  lot  of  man,  hut 
principally  fevers  and  diarrheea. 

It  is  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the  dispeu- 
sary  that  any  such  should  be  relieved, 

In  a great  many  instances. 

Rarely. 

Supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie,  Druggists,  and  com- 
pounded by  the  attending  physicians,  who  liave 
not  die  assistance  of  an  apothecary. 

From  Boileau  Sc  George,  Dniggists,  Dublin ; 
paid  for  by  the  tieasurer,  from  the  funds  of  the 
dispensary. 

The  drugs  are  received  from  Messrs.  Boileau  A 
Geoige ; compounded  and  ordered  by  the  phy- 
sician at  the  djspenSBiy. 

Average  amount  of  hledicine 
anmiaUy  - . £.  25  1 6 i 

Rent,  Fuel  and  Sundries  - 1 2 0 0 

Average  amount  aimually 
paid  to  each  Physician  - S3  0 0 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 
1831  . - £.78  1 0 1 £.81  6 9 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

Salaiies  - - -£,52  10  0 

Mediemo  - - - 20  5 11 

Rent  - - - - 4 4 0 

Contingencies  - - 4 6 10 

Receiptfor  1830,  1831,1832  • £.360  9 2 
Expenditure . - - - 384  8 0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

Surgeon’s  salary,  medicine,  Louse-rent  and  col- 
lector’s fees. 

I'vo-fifths  by  presentment  of  the  Queen’s 
three-fifths  l>y  private  subscription  of  the 
“habitants  of  Portnilington  and  viennity  ; hereto- 
forc  Queen’s  County  grand  jury  presented  a sum 
tlual  to  subscriptions. 

By  presentment  and  subscription  from  the 
Queen’s  County. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  a small  grant  off 
the  county.  'We  are  assisted  by  no  other  county. 

^0  are  of.  opinion,  from  the  smallness  of  the 
lands  of  this  institution,  there  cannot  be  any  thing 
teooitimendeil  in  addition  that  would  benefit  the 

“lablishmcnt. 

I cannot,  the  funds  tliia  year  beiug  inadequate 
to  meet  the  expenses. 

The  funds  of  this  dispensary  are  small,  and  so 
fer  cannot  be  better  distributed ; but  I would  think 
it  most  advisahla  for  all  dispensaries  to  have  a ward 
for  the  removal  of  persons  labouring  under  conta- 
gious diseases. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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Athlone  Dispensaiy. 

Ballinacarig  Dispensaiy. 

Ballinalack  Dispensary. 

Treasuter  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Atteudank  ~~ 

AtUone  Dispensary,  Westsieatli  side. 

Ballinacar^  Dispensary,  instituted  1818. 

Ballinalack  dispensai’y  only. 

The  entire  parish  of  St.  Mary,  and  part  of  the 
pariah  of  Mount  Temple. 

At  least  six  parishes,  all  in  this  county. 

There  are  six  parishes,  aU  in  the  county  of"^ 
roeath. 

There  are  dispensariea  as  follows ; at  the  other 
adeof  Athlone,  in  the  county  Roscommon,  one; 
at  Glasson,  in  Westmeath,  one,  four  miles  distant ; 
one  at  Meath,  eight  miles,  and  another  in  Roscom- 
mon, about  five  miles  distant. 

County  Infirmary,  Mullingar,  distant  eight  miles ; 
Baiinalack  Di^nsary,  four  miles ; Street  Dispen- 
sary, six  miles  ; Edgewortliatown  Dispensary, 
county  Longford, eight  miles;  BuUymahonDis- 
^ pensary,  county  Longford,  nine  miles, 

! 

County  Infirmary,  Mullingar,  1 0 miles  di^ 
Street  Dispensary,  six  mUes,  and  Ballinacanci^ 
eight  miles. 

There  is  none. 

subscription,  from  which'are  deducted  th( 

There  is  no  hospital,  infirmary  or  dispensary 
within  my  district,  hut  that  above  stated.  The 
salary  paid  me  amounts  generally  to  40/.  psr 
annum  from  tlie  grand  jury,  and  40/.  fioin  private 
! amount  of  medicine,  house-rent  aud  other  evnpn— . 

The  medical  attendant,  Dr.  Dawson,  has  not 
the  care  of  any  other  dispensary. 

Ballinacaiig  dispensary  alone.  Salary,  60/.  per  I 
^ annum.  Attendance  thi'ec  days  in  the  week.  | 

I attend  but  the  one  dispensaiy,  and  1 attend  it 
eveiy  day  in  the  week,  even  on  Sunday. 

It  is  certainly  that  officer’s  duty  to  attend  when 
ceUed  upon,  and  there  is  no  instance  of  his  having 
omitted  to  do  so. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  do  so  in  all  cases  of 
serious  illness  or  accident. 

1 Only  when  the  urgency  of  the  case  requires  it,  or 
1 when  I am  requested  to  do  so  by  some  of  my  sub- 
1 scribers. 

i 

Answered  by  medical  attendant  in  reply  to  fol- 
lowing query. 

A register  is  kept  of  most  of  the  cases,  the  appli- 
cations being  generally  so  numerous  that  too 
much  time  would  be  ocoupifid  in  recording  the 
more  trifling  cases  without  the  aid  of  a clerk : 
the  results  axe  often  unknown,  in  consequence  of 
the  distance  from  wlrich  patients  often  come. 

There  has  been  no  r^stry  kept  before  the  1st  of 
April  1833 : from  that  period  to  the  first  of  March 
last,  1834,  there  were  860  cases  treated  from  the 
dispensary. 

Having  otily  held  the  situation  since  the  8th  of 
July  last,  and  findingnobooks  to  inform  me,  lean 
only  say  that  up  to  this  date  there  have  been  2,100 
persons  relieved.  The  prevailing  diseases  ore  pul- 
monary affections  and  dyspepsia. 

About  4,200,  per  register.  Diseases  generally, 
fevers,  pulmonary  complaints,  bowel  complaints, 
eruptive  complaints,  cliildbirtli,  chronic  cases, 
accidents,  and  various  other  surgical  cases. 

! The  diseases  treated  were,  fever,  acute  and  chronic 
1 diseases,  liver  and  bowel  complaints,  consumption 
■ and  scorbutic  affections,  wounds  and  fractuies, 
1 &0.  fire. 

Persons  apply  who,  I am  confident,  could  pay 
for  medicines,  but  not  for  advice. 

Sometimes  instances  may  have  occurred. 

It  sometimes  so  happens,  that  persons  who  are 
able  to  purchase  medicine,  impose  upon  the  bene- 
factors of  the  institution,  aud  procure  an  order  for 
relief. 

A donation  of  medicines  was  made  some  years 
ago  by  Dr.  Henry ; all  other  has  been  purchased, 
ffom  time  to  time,  as  required  by  the  medical 
attendant. 

A list  being  furnished  by  me  to  tbe  committee, 
an  order  is  given  by  the  secretary  to  the  dvu^ists, 
Messrs.  Pollock  & Figgis,  Capel-street,  Dublin, 
who  send  the  articles  in  consequence. 

They  are  supplied  wholesale  by  Messrs.  Aylmer, 
Druggists,  hlary-sti-eet,  and  compounded  by  the 
Physician  at  the  dispensary. 

Receipt.  ] Expenditure. 
1331  - £.78  6 10  £.93  14 

1832  - 103  4 0 109  0 

1833  - 77  19  0 1 *46  9 2 

• This  is  the  sum  paid  by  the  treasurer,  but 
the  year  will  not  be  completed  till  February ; 
more  is  due  than  there  are  funds  to  pay.  The 
treasurer  has  always  been  iu  advance. 

Subscriptions.  I Presentment. 

1831  - - £.47  13  6 £.41  9 0 

1832  - . 47  5 0 47  5 0 

, 1833  - - 48  2 S j 48  3 0 

The  medicine  amounts,  in  the  average,  to  about 
17/.  pci-  annum,  for  the  last  three  years. 

By  subscriptions,  and  an  annual  presentment  of 
equal  amount  by  tbe  county. 

By  subscription,  and  jiroportionate  pi-esentment 
from  the  county  alone. 

It  is  supported  half  by  presentment,  and  half  hy 
private  euntributioii  from  this  county  alone. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  ; great  relief  intern  and 
extern  has  been  afforded  at  comparatively  small 
expense. 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  present 
limited  funds  to  extend  the  utility  of  tiie  insti- 
tution. 

The  funds  arc  at  present  so  limited,  that  I could 
suggest  no  alteration  for  tlie  better ; but  if  suf- 
ficient funds  could  be  procured,  great  benefit  woul 
arise,  hy  attaching  tivo  or  three  iieds  to  the  ilisp®' 
sary,  by  wliioh  contagion  would  be  arrested,  ami 
relapses  prevented. 
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Castletown  Dclvin  and  T'urin  Jirancii 
Dispensary. 

Clontnellon  Dispensary. 

Dmmcree  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Henry  Havidge,  Esq.  »i.d. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Atterrdant 

The  Castletown  Delvin  and  Turin  Branch  Dis- 
pensaries ; the  object  of  both  is  to  supply  the 
Lrwith  medicine  and  advice  gratis ; established 
Mhe  year  1817,  in  tlm  county  Westmeath. 

Clonmellon  Dispensary,  for  the  distribution  of 
medicines  aud  medical  attendance  to  the  poor ; 
established  1625. 

Drumcree  Dispensary.  I also  attend  the 
CastieiroUard  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital.  I 
know  not  how  long  those  establishments  are  csta- 
blislred ; but  I am  in  attendance  in  the  Drumcree 
Dispensary  for  five  years ; in  the  Castlepollard 
Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital  13  years. 

Tliere  are  two  parishes  entirely  included  in  the 
district,  and  part  of  two  others,  all  in  the  same 

coimty. 

Two  parishes,  namely,  Killallonand  Kiilrca ; 
the  former  in  Meath,  the  latter  in  Westmeath. 

They  are  all  in  the  same  county.  My  attend  • 
ance  extends  over  a considerable  portion  of  six 
parishes.  Tlrey  are  all  in  Westmeath. 

There  ard  five  dispensaries  within  ten  miles  j 
viz-  Drumcree,  Killucan,  Qonmellon,  Crossakecl 

ajid  Castlepollard. 

Kells  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Athboy 
Dispensary,  Crossakcel,  Castletowndelviu  and 
Drumcree. 

Five  dispensaries,  one  infirmary,  one  fever  hos- 
pital. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  the 
cliatiict;  the  only  charitable  institutions  are  the 
above  tivo  mentioned  in  No.  J,  for  which  the  medi- 
cal attendant  receives  647.  annually  for  his  attend- 
ance on  both. 

No  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  district. 

attend,  and  which  is 
pollard  Fever  Hos 
Drumcree  Dispensa 

There  is  a dispensary  and  fever  hospital  within 
five  miles  of  Drumcree,  at  Castlepollard,  which  I 
within  my  district.  For  my  attendance  on  the  Castle- 
ital  and  Dispensary  I get  1207.  aj-ear;  for  the 
ry,  uncertain,  from  307.  to  407.  a vear. 

The  medical  officer  attends  the  two  dispensaries ; 
he  reades  in  Castletown  Dclvin,  a distance  of  four 
miles  from  the  Turin  Dispensary,  and  is  paid  647. 
for  the  two ; he  attends  three  days  at  Castletown 
Delvin  and  two  days  at  Turin. 

I attend  Clonmellon  Tuesday  and  Friday ; open 
every  day,  when  reqiured.  Many  poor  livmg  in 
the  town.  Salary  25  L per  annum.  Crossakecl, 
Mondav  and  Thursday;  distance  three  miles; 
atlcndaiice  at  any  Krae  called  on.  Salary  307. 

1207.  per  aimum.  lu  this  place  I resid 

I attend  the  Drumcree  Dispensary  one  day  in 
the  week,  distant  from  me  five  miles,  at  a salary 
varying  between  30  7.  and  40  7.  according  to  amount 
of  sub^iption.  I also  attend  the  Caatlepollarii 
Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital  twice  a week ; salary 
, and  am  obliged  to  give  attendance  when  reouhed. 

The  medical  officer  gives  his  personal  attendance 
in  all  cases  at  botli  dispensaries,  when  the  patient 
is  sot  able  to  come  to  the  dispensaries. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  all  cases  when 
called  on,  the  poor  being  numerous. 

I do,  where  I find  it  possible,  or  where  there  are 
not  conflicting  duties.  Where  I find  it  impossible 
to  give  my  personal  attendance,  medicine  is  sent  to 
them,  or  the  apothecary  attends  them. 

There  has  been  a registry  kept,  where  the  pa- 
tiests  brought  a ticket  from  different  subscribers, 
for  the  pui'pose  of  knowing  who  were  entitled  to 
attendance ; but  seldom,  if  ever,  refused  any  poor 
person  without  a ticket. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  cases  within  and  extern 
that  apply,  and  a return  made  to  the  genera] 
assizes  at  Spring.  In  general  the  cases  have  ter- 
minated favourably. 

There  is  a register  of  cases  admitted  kept ; but 
the  limits  of  the  dispensary  are  so  extensive,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  results  of  the  treat- 
ment followed  in  all  cases. 

The  number  for  the  last  three  years  having  such 
tickets,  and  registered,  amounts  to  2,581  ; princi- 
pally coughs,  iudigestious  and  fever's. 

About  4,000  patients  have  been  relieved,  from 
fever,  measles,  small-pox,  asthma,  dysentery, 
diarrhcea,  accidents,  and  innumerable  other  dis- 
eases mcident  to  the  human  frame. 

The  applications  for  relief  for  the  last  three 
years,  as  by  register,  are  3,014.  This  does  not 
include  all,  however,  as  those  who  apply  for  medi- 
ciue  or  advice  at  Castlepollard,  are  not  included. 
The  diseases  are  chiefly  pulmonary'. 

Mliere  such  happens,  they  generally  become 
subscribers  to  the  ehoi-ity. 

It  sometimes  occurs  dial  persons  are  recora- 
meuded  who  are  m comfortable  circumstances,  and 
some  who  have  no  other  alternadve  iu  case  of 
sudden  ilbcss. 

It  docs  not  often  happen  that  a subscriber  re- 
commends for  advice  or  medicine  persons  able  to 
purchase  them. 

The  medicbes  are  supplied  by  the  druggist,  who 
is  generally  settled  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

By  the  druggist,  when  required  and  ordered  by 
the  doctor. 

The  subseribei's  contract  with  an  apothecary  re- 
siding in  Castlepollard  for  medicine.  He  is  also 
obliged  to  give  his  attendance.  The  medical  at- 
tendant is  responsible  that  the  medicines  arc  good. 

Receipts. 

f . s.  <7. 

1831  . Subscriptions  - 48  10  0 

Co.  Grant  - 48  10  0 

1832  - Subscriptions  - 49  13  0 

Co.  Grant  - 49  13  0 

1833  • Subscriptions  - 53  4 0 

Co.  Grant  - 53  4 0 

Erpendituie  under  the  general  hea 
tttcmiant's  salary,  medicines,  nourish 
Kut  of  dispensary. 

Expenditure. 
. £.  s.  d. 

97  0 0 

110  6i 
106  0 

Is  of  medical 
Trent,  flannel. 

Private  and  county  grant  for  the  last  three 
years,  207.  15  s.  annually. 

This  was  expended  by  medicine,  rents,  carriage, 
postage,  stationery,  stamps  and  s.Tlary  of  doctor's. 

The  receipts  and  expenditure  have  been  equal. 
The  exact  amount  cannot  be  known,  the  treasurer 
beiug  at  present  from  home,  in  some  part  of  Eng- 
land. 

' ^“Pporf  cd  by  private  subscriptions,  and  present- 
ntents  from  the  county  of  'Westmeath  only. 

By  private  subscription,  and  county  pi'escntment 
for  the  county  of  Westmeath. 

It  is  [lartly  supported  by  private  subscription, 
and  the  county  presents  sum  equal  to  the  sub- 
scriptions. Prescutments  obtained  only  from  West- 
meath county. 

The  funds  are  not  adequate  to  supply  additional 
comforts  to  the  poor,  and  little  further  in  addition 
'mbd  add  considerably,  by  way  of  supplying  flannel 
lid  aouvishment,  such  as  broth  aud  wme  during 
neir  illness  and  convalescent  staae.  Tlie  establish- 

I am  not  aware  of  any  alteration  in  the  present 
institution  that  would  benefit  the  poor ; from  many 
years’  experience  amongst  them,  I find  the  great 
necessity  of  such  establishments ; and  where  they 

are  not,  lire  pour  are  badly  olK 

None  .Tt  present,  as  the  subscribers,  from  time 
to  time,  at  their  meetings,  raakc  such  alteration  in 
the  management  of  the  dispensary  and  the  distri- 
bution of  its  funds  as  they  see  occasion  for,  or  as 
maybe  sussesleil  by  me. 

of  a few  side  wards,  to  whreh  patients  labouring  under  dangerous  illness,  particularly  when  presumed  to  be  infectious, 
«ouW  be  highly  useful,  and  the  means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  disease  through  a iamily  and  the  neighbourhood. 
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Glasson  Dispensary. 

Kilbeggan  Dispensary. 

Kianegad  Dispensary. 

The  Treasurer. 

S.  E.  Duggan,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

The  Treasurer. 

Glasson  Diepensar}',  established  in  1 922. 

Kilbe^an  Dispensary. 

lam  secretaiy  and  tr^urer  to  the^i^ 
Dispensary,  and  also  to  the  Qcnard  Dispen^ 

Two,  and  part  of  two  more,  all  in  Weatcneath. 

Kilbeggan,  Horseleap,  Durrow,  Castletown, 
Kill  Rahue,  Newtown,  some  parishes  in  the  King’s 
County ; in  fact,  wherever  a subscriber  resides, 
when  ordered,  I must  attend. 

Kinnegad. 

Two  dispensaries  (I.einster  and  Connaught  sides) 
in  Athlone,  one  in  ATlIymahoo,  six  miles  off,  and 
one  in  Moate,  seven  miles  off. 

King’s  County  Infirmary,  sis  miles  distant; 
Mullingar,  12  miles  ditto ; Clara  Dispensary, 
four  miles  ditto ; Tyrell’s-pass  Dispensary,  four 
miles  ditto  ; Moate,  7 J miles  ditto. 

One  at  Killucan,  in  Westmeath ; one  at  BaIJiver 
in  Meath ; and  I believe  one  at  Johnstown  in  Kil’ 
dare.  ’ 

No. 

The  County  Infirmai'y  is  in  Mullingar,  distant 
from  Kilbeggan  12  miles ; it  has  a dispensary 
attached.  As  to  the  salary  or  emoluments,  I 
know  nothing  of  them. 

Kinnegad,  the  parish  of  Kinnegad.  No  hosai- 

tirly  laborious,  a gratuity  oflOf,  or  even  26  was  added  to 
Kinnegad.  No  gratuity  was  given  last  year. 

No.  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  the  doctor  attends. 

I attend  but  the  one  dispensary,  namely,  Kil- 
be^an  ; I was  appointed  at  a salary  of  60  gui- 
neas ; but  from  the  state  of  thii^s,  I now  for  the 
last  four  orfive  years  receive  but  86  /.per  annum  ; 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  are  days  of 
attendance,  from  10  to  12  o’clock. 

The  medical  attendant  is  obliged  to  attend  one 
day  in  each  week. 

Very  often. 

There  are  four  visiting  tickets  allowed  to  each 
subscriber  of  one  guinea,  with  a quantity  of  in- 
door tickets  to  the  dispensary  on  the  days  and 
houra  appoiateil.  Wlien  a poor  person  requires  my 
attendance,  he  solicits  one  of  those  visiting  tickets 
from  a subscriber,  on  receipt  of  which,  I am  bound 

The  medical  attendant  is  obliged  to  do  so  when- 
ever required  by  a subscriber. 

to  attend. 

Not  very  regularly  till  this  year,  since  when  it 
has  been  regular.  Applications  liave  always  boon 
attended  with  advice  and  medicine,  generally  with 
fortunate  results. 

There  is  a registry  kept  of  the  date,  number  of 
ticket,  name,  place  of  residence,  disease ; but  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  know  the  result, 
except  in  a few  cases. 

In  consequence  of  our  havii^  changed  onr  rac. 
' died  attendant,  I cannot  furnish  reports  of  the  dis- 
eases for  the  last  three  years. 

More  than  3,000.  All  sorts  of  disorders  and 
Bccidcnts.  Fever  very  prevalent  lately. 

About  5,623  relieved.  Fever  of  the  low  type, 
chest  complaints,  bowels,  rheumatism,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Last  year  sickness  was  rather  more  prevalent 
than  either  of  the  preceding  years. 

We  extend  relief  to  all  persons  under  the  class  of 
yeomen,  knowing  that  they  are  not  able  to  pay 
fees,  or  buy  medicine. 

Very  frequently,  being  unwilling  to  refuse  the 
ticket,  fearing  to  give  the  subscril)er  offence,  which 
would  induce  him  to  withdraw  his  subscrip- 
tion, &c. 

Sometimes,  but  I think  not  often,  persons  not 
requiring  gratuitous  assistance  are  recommended 
by  subscribers;  but  precautions  are  taken  to  pre- 
vent it. 

I purchase  the  medidnes  from  Mr.  Boiieau,  out 
of  the  funds  placed  in  my  hands. 

1 furnish  a list  of  articles  of  medicine  as  I think 
I shall  require  during  the  year,  which  is  forwarded 
by  the  committee  to  the  druggist  in  Dublin,  &c. 

On  an  order  from  the  secretary,  by  hfr.  Barker, 
Druggist,  of  GreatBritdn-street.  Bythemedical 
attendant,  on  a recommendation  from  tlie  sub- 
scribers. 

Receipts.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - £.80  6 0 £.75  10  4 

1832  - - 54  4 2 83  16  3 

1833  - - 102  5 2 1 106  6 11  § 

About  80/.  per  annum,  which  pays  salary, 
medicine,  printing  reports,  &c.  &e. 

1831  - £.63^T^ 

1832  - - 54  8 

1833  - - 80  8 

GENEaAi:,  HEADS  ' 

1831. 

Sd.iry  £.35  10  0 I 
Medicine  - 14  5 1 1 

Rent  - 

Contingencies  3 6 2J 

its.  I Expenditure. 

3|  £.83  1 3i 

0 54  5 IIJ 

0 1 50  17  6 

OF  SXFENDITUKE. 

1 1832.  j 1833. 

1 35  10  0 ] 10  10  0 
■ 16  2 11-J  11  10  5 
! _ 6 5 0 

2 13  0 1 22  12  1 

Private  subscriptions,  and  county  giants  for 
equal  sums,  only  from  Westmeath. 

By  private  subscriptions,  presentments  off  the 
county  Westmeath  oiy. 

By  voluntary  contributions  and  presentmeaU  in 
Westmeath. 

No.  There  are  some  old  and  infirm  persons, 
cripples  ami  idiots,  hero  as  well  os  elsewhere,  but 
they  are  too  hmnblc  to  be  clamorous,  too  weak  to 
be  ivicked ; to  them  some  parochial  relief  would 
be  a boon,  ^ There  are  also  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere  in 

U"'!oier°'vmthe'\'^/'^  of  the  pooraiid  need^y^ 

That  the  institution  he  supported  totally  by  the 
Government,  who  will  appoint  ffovemora  yearly  to  w.itch 
iloealiis  duty,  and  that  live  or  six  beds  be  allowed  for  the 
reception  of  sudden  accidents,  which  could  not  be  sent  to 
the  cotmty  Hospital.  Under  those  circumstances,  dispen- 
saries would  be  or  the  highest  possible  service  lo  the  poor. 

No.  ^ Tlm^district  is  very  large,  and 

firab)o?if  we  had"fun(k!‘’lo  hiU’ahou^ 

about  a dozen  or  20  beds  might  be  kept,  lo  put  occctionsllj 

Wpali^lsorbadaeoidenls  into. 

a kind  imin^MhrpoM'buMiifto^  heavy  iadeed. 
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Moate  Dispensaiy. 

Street  Dispensary. 

TyrreUspass  Dispensary. 

Jo/m  if.  Afat/icu/s,  Esq.,  M.r. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

G.  W.  Berry,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Monte  Dispensary,  establislied  in  the  year  1818. 

Street,  established  July  11,  1831. 

TyrreUspass  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1816  to  afford  medicine  and  medical  attendance  to 
the  poor  of  the  district. 

The  number  of  parishes  cannot  be  stated,  as  sub- 
siibcra  are  pcnnitted  to  send  from  any  distance. 

Two  whole  parishes,  and  part  of  two  others,  in 
two  counties. 

There  are  ten  parishes  in  my  district ; eight  of 
them  are  in  Westmeath  county,  and  two  in  King's 
County. 

There  are  two  in  Athloiie,  one  for  each  county 
k which  the  town,  is  sitimte,  one  in  Kllbeggan, 
Gaia,  Farbane. 

Edgwortlistown,  Granard,  and  Balnalack  Dispen- 

Mullingar  Infirmary,  eight  miles  and  a half  north- 
ward, situated  in  county  Westmeath ; also  King’s 
County  Infirmary,  eight  miles  south-westward, 
being  rixteen  miles  and  a half  distance  from  each 
other ; also  the  Kilbcggan  Dispensary,  four  miles 
andahalf  fiom  TyrreUspass;  also  Clara  Dispensary, 
eight  miles  and  a half  distance  from  TiTrcUspass- 

There  1s  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  in  my  district. 

No. 

65 1.  7 s.  6 d.  per  year ; I have  also  all  t 
used  for  dispensary  purposes ; the  value  I 

There  is  not  any  other  hospital,  infirmary  or  dis- 
perrsary  in  my  district : the  salary  derived  by  me 
for  attendirrg  and  residing  at  this  institution  is 
be  apartments  of  the  dispensary-house  which  ar'e  not 
consider  equivalent  to  16  1.  yearly. 

I attend  the  dispensary  at  Moate,  and  no  other 
dispensary,  hospital  or  infirinary. 

Only  Street  Dispensary,  two  days  in  the  week. 

I do  not  attend  any  other  charitable  medical  in- 
stitution. Three  days  every  week  I attend  to  re- 
ceive patients  at  the  disjrcnsary,  to  give  them  medi- 
cine and  advice,  but  all  days  and  nights  in  the  year 
am  liable  to  be  called  on  to  visit  the  sick  at  their 
own  homes. 

I Jo  not  consider  it  my  duty  in  all  cases  to  give 
poreonal  attendance ; I should  consider  it  my  duty, 
were  my  instructions  to  he  complied  with,  but  they 

Yes. 

Ido. 

There  is  a register  kept,  but  I cannot  statu  the 
result,  as  the  friends  of  the  patients  bo  attended, 
with  a few  singular  exceptions,  never  return  when 
lelief  is  obtain^. 

Yes ; the  subscribers  recommend  the  patients  by 
tickets,  which  are  kept  in  the  dispensary. 

There  is  a careful  registry  kept  of  all  the  cases, 
and  of  the  medicines  prescribed,  &c. 

2,555.  Principally  fevers,  and  disorders  of  the 
digestive  organs. 

In  rormd  numbers,  the  persons  so  relieved  (one 
year  with  another  for  the  last  three)  amount  to 
about  1,300 ; tbe  diseases  many,  inchtding  those  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  colds,  fevers,  coughs,  con- 
sumptions, wounds,  accideirts,  mfirmitics  and  debi- 
lities of  age,  and  many  others,  too  mimorotra  to 
mention,  and  child-birth;  there  w.as  but  a smgle 
case  of  cholera. 

Yes,  numbers. 

In  a very  few  instances. 

The  rules  of  the  dispensary  exclude  such  persons 
from  gratuitous  relief,  but  this  nile  is  not  always 
observed. 

By  order  of  the  medical  officer  on  the  house  of 
Messrs.  Leslie,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

A statement  of  nccessaiy  medicines  is  given  by 
the  medical  attendant  to  tieasurcr,  who  sends  for 

orders  the  druggist  to  dispatch  them  t' 
supplied  this  institution  are  Messrs.  Bi 

The  medical  attendant  ftn-nishes  alistofsuch  me- 
dicines as  he  requires  for  the  dispensary  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  dispensary,  who  is  also  secretary,  who 
0 the  dispensary.  The  druggists  who  have  hitherto 
oileau  & George,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

Receipt.  j Exp 
1830  - £.107  0 0 £.10 

3881  - 90  6 11  1 9 

1832  . 124  11  4 1 10 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  1'XPEMHI 

1830.  1 1831. 

Salary  • f.  00  0 0 CO  0 0 

Mcliciue  - 31  7 8 1 23  8 9 

Rent  ..  9 4 7 9 4 7 

Contingencies  4 14  o|  2 11  0 

jendittire. 

5 6 3 
4 4 
'6  18  3 

1832. 

GO  0 0 

31  9 10 

1 9 4 7 

1 6 3 10 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - £.  102  0 2i  £.102  C 2J 

1832  - 88  9 0 1 68  9 0 

GESERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPEHrlTDRE. 

1831.  1832. 

£.  r d.  £.  I.  d. 

Medicines, andputtmgl^g  jQ  7.  g 

up  Dispensary  - j ^ 

Salary  - - - 61  15  7 73  12  10 

• Medicine  only. 

I cannot  at  present  inspect  the  neemmt  of  receipt 
and  expenditure  for  the  last  three  yeare,  as  I cannot 
obtairr  them  at  this  moment ; but  I can  state  from 
recollection  that  the  average  amount  of 
Receipt  by  Subscription  is  £.45  0 0 annually. 

Ditto  • presentment  - 46  0 0 „ 

£.  90  0 0 „ 

Expenditure : 

To  Medical  Attendant,  Salary  - £.  55  7 6 

Druggist’s  bin  - - - 9 9 

£.90  7 6 

By  presentmeuta  from  the  county. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentment  of 
county  Westmeath. 

Supported  partly  by  the  voluntary  subscriptions 
from  the  resident  and  some  of  the  non-resident 
gentlemen  of  the  district,  and  partly  by  a sum 
granted  at  the  assizes  of  Mullingar,  on  presentment, 
exactly  equal  to  the  sum  subscribed. 

Yes ; if  the  state  of  the  funds  would  permit,  the 
®ab)islunent  of  a soup  kitchen,  attached  to  the  ilis- 
I*usaiy,  would  be  of  essential  service. 

I cannot. 

Space  on  this  paper  is  too  confined  to  offer  any 
suggestions  that  would  render  this  charity  more 
efficient  for  the  relief  of  tbe  poor. 

0.5.  i 
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Bamiow  and  Kilkivan  Dispensary. 


John  Carroll,  Esq.,  Surgeoc. 


w and  Kilkivan  Disi 


1 81 8,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  tie  poor  with 
medical  advice,  attendance,  medicbe,  &c. , free  of 
expense.  A fever  hospital  has  been  attaclied  to 
this  dispensary. 


Fethard,  Taghraon,  Bridgetown,  Avthurstown, 
Clongeon,  Newhawn  and  Clonminea. 


Tliere  is  no  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary, 
witliin  my  district. 


I attend  tluce  dispensaries;  Bannow  and  Kilkivan, 
where  I reside,  and  for  which  I receive  80 1.  per  year. 
I attend  three  days  in  each  week.  Qongeen  and 


Bridgeto'wn  Dispensary. 


Edward  Peirce,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 


Brid^town  Dispensarj',  established  about  1819, 
for  relieving  the  poor. 


Broadway  Dispensajy. 


TUiomas  Lindsay,  Esq., 


Broadway  Dispensary,  estafaUslied  in  thp  . 
00(5  “ '■as  joar 


Eighteen  parishes,  all  u 


Bridgetown  Dispensary  only,  7 miles  distant. 


There  is  only  one  di^ensavy.  Salary  801.  a year, 
and  bound  to  attend  the  farming  subscribers  free, 
as  ra  inducement,  not  having  many  gentlemen  sub. 
senbers,  and  a great  number  of  poor,  in  consequen  * 
of  the  fishery  and  mountain  being  in  the  district. 


ttondance  to  those 


Attend  only  one  dispensary ; days  of  attendance, 
three  times  a week,  and  visit  exteme  every  day. 

fa  30A,  now35i  r attend  one  day  each  week,  and  cive 


pported  hy  Mr.  Anncsiey,  of  Oxford ; s 


I have  always  considered  it  ray  duty,  in  every 
case,  to  give  my  own  ^tcrsonal  attendance. 


A register  has  been  kept  of  the  applications,  and  Accounts  kept, 
the. results  have  been  attended  with  great  advan- 


3,329have  heea  relieved  within  the  last  three  years. 
Dyspepsia,  bronchitis,  acute  and  chronic,  pleuritis, 
pneumonia,  scrofula,  phthisis,  vermes,  diarrheea, 
cynauche  tonsiUaris,  eruptions,  ophthalmia,  hepatitis, 
heart  diseases,  &c. 


I do  think  persons  have  received  gratuitous 
assistance  from  the  dispensai'y  who  were  in  circura- 


By  Boilcau  & George,  Dru^ists,  Dublin. 


18-31  - - £.147  6 0 

1832  - - - 145  4 0 

1833  - - - 102  16  8 


£.140  7 6 
138  19  5 J 
102  16  0 


GKNBRAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENniTURE. 
Salary,  di'ugs,  hospital  expenses,  ivine,  coals,  i 


By  presentment  from  the  county  Wexford  only. 


1 cannot  surest  any  alteration  in  the  distribution 
of  the  funds  of  the  dispensary,  which  would  render 
it  more  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


I|JJ 


2790]  792]  3582 


35  243 


16 


I attend  the  farming  subscribere  fi'ec,  and  all 
subscribers  have  medieme  at  cost  price.  The  nui 
her  of  visits  I pmd  the  fcrmers  is  not  included 
the  above,  as  I kept  no  account  of  them. 


Boilcau  & Co. 


Receijits.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - - £.174  13  4i|£.177l3  4i 

1832  - - 206  3 6 154  12 

1833  - . 204  2 4 153  6 

£.584  19  2^1  £.487  12  1 J 


Not  knowing  the  amount  paid  by  subscribois  for 
medicine  (as  I do  not  keep  the  accounts),  I cannot 
ray  accurately  the  amount  of  medicine  for  paupers : 
behove  about  30/.  a year. 


s and  presentments, 


As  a substitute  for  a fever  hospital,  which  some 
of  the  sufascribcis  proposed,  I recommended  the 
calling  in  of  uursc.s  in  all  fever  eases,  .■md  paying 
them  from  tlie  fiiuils,  which  has  had  the  effect  of 
checking  the  progress  of  fever. 


I attend  but  one  dispeusary,  cl( 
Salaiy,  1007.  per  annum.  Opi 
week  for  extern  patients,  but 
times  in  attendance,  for  the  cast 
in  their  own  dwellings. 


' by  my  i-esidence. 
three  days  in  the 
obliged  to  be  at  all 
s of  necesaty  visited 


I do  imperatively. 


lere  is.  Some  visitctl  at  their  own  houses, 
others  treated  at  the  dispensary ; ivith  satisfaction 
the  public. 


Within  the  period  required  by  your  question,  tk 
numbers  relieved  have  been  4,709 ; and  the  cases 
included  almost  every  class  of  disease,  and  a great 
■■‘riety  of  accidents. 


They  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Hill,  Dni^isl, 
Capel-street,  Dublin,  when  ordered  by  the  Cora- 
mittec. 


. ? 6 I fl5  17  6 j ^ 0 s' 

I Si  64  5 G 04  ? ? ! >i  .?  I. 


al  Heads  af  Expenditure. 


104  0 0 35  11 


Wlif 


By  subscriprion  and  presentment, 
county. 


The  funds  aiv;  on  the  incicasc,  and  it  appeaw  4 
■ant  little  alteration. 
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Camolin  Dispensarj'. 

Clongeen  aud  Newbawn  Dispensarj’. 

Coo^eny  and  Limerick  Dispensary. 

Thomas  Irvine,  Esq.,  m.d. 

John  CarroU,  Esq.,  Sujgeon. 

D.  Esq.,  M.D. 

The  OinioIiD  Dispensary,  cstablisTied  on  the 
J6th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1814. 

Clongeen  aud  Nesvbawn  Dispensary,  established 
in  1 820,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  poor 
with  medical  advice,  attendance,  medicine,  &e., 
free  of  expense. 

Coolgreny  and  Limerick  United  Dispensary,  for 
giving  advice,  medicine,  and  occasional  sustenance 
to  the  sick  poor,  establidied  in  1829. 

There  are  seven  parishes  in  my  district,  and  all 
in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

Four ; Clongeen,  Newhawn,  Inch  and  Rosegar- 
land,  all  in  the  county  Wexford. 

Two  whole  parishes,  and  part  of  two  more,  all  in 
the  same  county. 

The  Goiey  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  and 
the  Ferns  Dispensary,  arc  within  seven  miles  of  this. 

Bannow  and  Kilkevan,  Clonraines,  Taghmon, 
Fethard,  and  Arthursto'vn. 

Gorey,  Car-new,  Tiimahely,  Arklow. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  within  my  district. 

There  is  no  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary, 
within  my  disti'ict. 

No. 

I attend  but  this  one,  and  am  obliged  to  attend 
at  die  ilispensary  two  days  in  the  week ; but  as  tlie 
&pensai-y  is  attached  to  my  house,  every  day,  in 
fact,  I am  in  it ; I have  a salary  of  901.  a year'. 

I attend  three  dispensaries ; Clongeen  and  New* 
bawn,  for  wliich  I receive  35 1.  per  year : Bannow 
and  Kilkevan,  for  which  I receive  80 1.  per  year ; 
attendance  three  days  each  week : Clonmiius  and 
Arklow,  supported  solely  by  Mr.  Annesicy,  of 
Bletchingbam,  Oxford,  151.  per  year. 

One  dispensary ; residence  two  miles  and  a half 
from  Coolgreny,  five  miles  from  Limerick ; attend- 
ance two  days  each  week;  in  cases  of  emergency, 

I conader  it  roy  duty  to  attend  personally  in  all 
rases  where  the  patients  ar  e unable  to  attend  at  the 
disjensary,  and  being  ordered  by  a ticket  fr'om 
1 subscriber. 

I have  always  considered  it  my  duty  in  every  case 
to  give  my  own  peisonal  attendance. 

Yes. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  applications,  and 
by  whom  recommended,  and  all  attended  to. 

A register  has  been  kept  of  the  applications,  and 
the  results  have  been  attended  with  gjcat  ad- 
vantage. 

Yes. 

1831  . 

1832  - 

1833  - 

Number  | 
relieved,  j 

1..373 
1,854  1 

1,896  i 

Children 

vaccinated. 

118 

22 

201 

2,972  have  been  relieved  within  the  last  three 
years ; dyspepsia,  bronchitis,  acute  .and  clironio, 
pleuritis,  pucumonia,  scrofula,  phthisis,  vai'mos, 
diarhaa,  cynanche,  tonsillaris,  eruptions,  ophthal- 
mia, hepatitis,  licart  disease,  &c. 

1 

Number  relieved,  13,455.  Fevers,  pulmonary 
and  bowel  complaints,  rheumatism,  stomach  com- 
plaints,  diseases  of  the  skin,  childr-en's  diseases,  &c. 

Very  few  apply  to  the  dispensary  who  are  able  to 
iny  for  mediemes  and  attendance. 

I do  tliink  persons  have  received  gratuitous  as- 
sistance from  the  iq>ensary  who  were  in  circum- 
stanccs  not  to  require  it. 

Many  are  given  gratuitous  advice  without  me- 
dicine. 

The  raodicines  are  supplied  by  John  Glenton, 
Druggist,  Parliament-street,  Dublin,  and  fiom  the 
funds  of  the  iostitution. 

By  Boileau  & George,  Draggists,  Dublin. 

By  a wholesale  druggist,  on  the  requisition  of  tiro 
. treasurer. 

lleceipt. 

1831  . ^e.  132  12  1 

1832  - 119  1 0 

1833  . 123  1 1 

SEKERAL  HEADS  01 
1831.  1 

Sala^  .£.-000 
Medicine  - - 21  19  4 j 
House-teat  - 4 12  3 
^ingcncics  13  4 lOJ 

I Exp( 
11  £.m 

5 13f 

[1  I 14( 

P EXPENDIT 

1832. 

90  0 0 
24  3 9 
4 12  4 
15  2 6i 

mditure. 

1 16  5^ 

1 18  7i 
) 19  4| 

1833. 

90  0 0 
29  2 5 
, 4 12  4 
17  4 7i 

Receipt.  ( Expenditure. 

1831  - £.34  0 0 £.60  18  3 

1832  - 70  0 0 72  6 7i 

1833  - 66  4 0 1 48  13  7 1 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - £.329  2 0 £.139  2 0 

1831  - 133  2 0 II9  1 10 

1832  - 127  3 0 1 117  13  II 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPEt'DlTURE. 

Medieure,  Suatenance,  Rent,  Physician's  Salary, 

Half  by  private  subscription,  and  half  by  gi'ont 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county. 

By  presentment  from  the  county  of  Wexfoi'd 

By  subscription,  and  pi'esentmcnt  fr'om  one  courrty 

if  it  could  be  accomplished,  or  that  our  funds 
establishment  of  a feverhos- 
would  be  of  the  greatest  utility. 

I cannot  surest  any  alteration  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  whiesh  would 
render  it  more  efficient  for  the  relief  of  tiro  pour. 

I cannot ; tbe  funds  are  as  weU  applied  as,  I think, 
tiicy  can  be. 

0.5. 
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Ferns  Dispensary. 

Fethard  Dispensary. 

[ Killena  Dispensary, 

F.  Macartnetj,  Esq.,  si.d. 

Secretary  and  Medical  Attendant. 

B.  PoTter,  Esq.,  Surgeon.  ' 

Ferns  Dispensary. 

Fethard  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1817. 

There  is  no  Hospital  or  Infirmary 
Dispensary,  Kilicna,  established  in  1828.  *** 

Throe  j and  in  the  same  county  (Wexford). 

Three  parishes,  Fethard,  Hook  and  Temple- 
town,  all  in  the  county  Wexford. 

Six,  all  in  the  same  county. 

Dispensaries  at  Enniscorthy,  Newtownbarry, 
Gorey,  Ouiart,  Camolin,  Camew ; ta  the  four 
former,  Fever  Hospitals  arc  attached. 

Aithurstown  Dispensary. 

An  Hospital  in  Gorey,  and  one  in  Oidart.  A 
Dispensary  in  Camolin,  and  one  in  Ferns. 

None. 

No. 

I attend  two  Dispensaries,  one  at  Enniscorthy, 
where  I reside,  and  • another  at  Ferns,  six  miles 
distant.  I also  attend  the  Enniscorthy  Fever  Hos- 
pitals  and  Dispensary,  for  which  I receive  60 1.  per 
year.  For  Ferns  Dispensary,  50 1.  per  year.  latte 
week,  the  latter  twice,  but  this  I am  aixmt  to  resign, 

I only  attend  the  Fethard  Dispensary.  My 
annual  sdary,  86 1. ; attendance  on  three  days  in 
the  week. 

nd  the  former  three  days  in  tlie 

I am  not  in  charge  of  any  other  DLsponpaiy  but 
Killena,  which  I attend  three  days  iu  the  week. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Ido. 

In  both  dispensaries  aud  hospital  an  exact  re- 
gister is  kept  of  each  case  and  mode  of  treatment, 
but  it  would  be  impossible  to  state  the  result  in 
most  instances,  from  the  difficulty  of  inducing  the 
lower  classes  to  give  their  attendance  for  that 
purpose. 

Yes,  and  all  have  been  attended  to. 

There  is  a roister. 

1831  ....  2,620 

1832  - - - - 2,630 

1833  ....  2,664 

The  number  relieved  during  the  past  three  years, 
was  2,781.  The  general  diseases,  fevers,  colds 
and  diseases  of  the  chest. 

7887  : fever,  dysentery,  ague,  accidents,  miil- 
wifery,  &c. 

Notbunfrcquently. 

Such  persons,  sometimes  by  false  statements, 

1 obtrude  themselves,  but  it  is  the  desire  of  myself 
and  the  committee  to  exclude  them. 

No. 

Messr  s.  Boilcau  & George. 

The  medicinca  are  purchased  by  the  committee 
from  the  Messrs.  Whites,  Druggists,  Waterford, 

This  will  appear  in  .answer  to  the  next  query, 

Receipt.  I Expenditure 

1831  - £.  143  7 2 £.  144  16  1 

1832  . 134  12  6 134  2 4 

1833  - 131  8 4 1 131  8 4 

Income.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - £.154  9 0 £.  188  13  OJ 

1832  - 143  0 0 129  15  11 1 

1833  - 147  0 0 1 137  0 0 . 

Receipt.  I 

1830  - £. 174  16  0 

1831  - 182  9 If 

1832  - 178  13  li  1 

CBKEHAl.  lIXADB  0?  EXPEN 

1830. 

Surgeon's  Salary-  £.90  0 0 

Mcilicine  - - 39  7 0 

Rent,  &c.  - - 7 12  6 

Sundries  - - 9 12  4^ 

Expenditure. 
£.146  11  lOj 
156  16  0 
152  5 2 

DITUUE. 

1831. 

£.90  0 0 
48  5 2 
8 5 0 
10  5 10 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  county  present- 
ments; the  latter  from  the  county  Wexford  alone. 

By  private  voluntary  subscription,  and  an  equal 
sum  by  presentment  on  the  county  of  Wexford. 

Partly  by  subscription,  partly  by  presentin®*' 
the  presentment  all  from  one  county. 

From  many  years’  superbtendenceof  dispensaries ; 

and  careful  observation  of  the  extent  of  actual  benefltde. 
Tived  fromihem,  I am  of  opinion,  that  the  eslublishmentof 
hospitals,  on  a limited  scale,  throughoul  each  county  of 
Ireland, would  be  followed  with  more  beneftciul  effeeb  to  1 

1 do  not  conceive  that  in  the  distiibution  of  onr 
present  limited  funds,  there  could  be  nny  iinprovement;  1 
blit  if  our  means  were  adequate  for  the  building  andsuppol 
of  the  most  osscntial  beneflt  to  the  beultb  of  the  district. 

No. 

ttofa  fever  Hospital,  I should  conceive  eueb  »o 

- - 68  ebaoiutely  requiring 

tolemed  or  benevolent  the  medical  eiiperin 
fail  into  of  attending  at  dispcnaarioa  — 


medical  aid,  than  the  deaultory, 


in  which  patients  are  now  treated  at  Dispensaries 
time  is  lost,  and  a great  deal  of  disease  induced  h| 
c influence  of  the  vif  mutiwilrix  norurre, 
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Screen,  Castle  EUis  and  Ardcolin 
Dispensary. 


Taghmon  and  Horetowii  Dispensary. 


Blessington  Dispensary. 


J.  M.  Satlock,  Esq., 


John  Widdup,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


George  Robinson,  Esq., 


jlio  united  Dispensaries  of  Screen,  Castle  Ellis 
ajiil  Ardcolin  ; established  in  the  year  3 829. 


Tlie  name  of  the  dispensary  is  the  Tagii 
and  Horetown  Dispensary ; there  is  not  moie  t 
one;  its  object  is  to  afford  medical  and  surgical 
aid,  together  with  medicine,  to  such  poor  as  cannot 
procure  them  by  any  other  iqeans.  Established 
in  November  1019. 


There  are  ten  parishes  in  the  district,  all  of  the 
same  county. 


There  are  seven  parishes ; viz.  Taghmon,  Hoie- 
town,  Kilgarvan,  Ballymitty,  Ballyconnick,  Tri- 
nity and  Coolstuffe,  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of 
Killuran,  Whitechurch  and  Ballinglee,  all  ii  ’ 
same  county. 


Tile  Oiilart  Dispensary  and  County  Infirmary. 


The  parishes  of  Blesangton,  Baltiboys,  Holly- 
wood, Klebeg,  Gvanabeg  and  Kilbride,  in  the 
county  of  Wicklow.  Parts  of  the  parishes  of  Rath- 
more,  Edestovni  and  Kilteel,  in  county  of  Kildare, 
and  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Ballymore,  Crehelp  and 
Tipperkcria,  county  of  Dublin. 


■r  hospital  witliin  ray 


Tlic  dispensary  is  divided  into  three  stations, 

St  Screen,  one  at  Kyle,  and  the  other  at  Castle 
Bridge,  where  I reside ; the  other  two  stations 
{Kyle  and  Screen)  are  about  four  miles  distant 
from  me,  in  op;iosite  directions.  My  salary  70L  per  at 
and  obliged  lo  attend  one  day  in  the  week  at  each  st. 


I am  obliged  to 
aiy  regulstions. 


This  is  also  another  of  oim  regulations.  . 
gister  is  kept  of  all  cases  coming  under  the  cr 
ihe  su^eos 


Patients  relieved  8,613.  Fevers,  ague,  pleurisy, 
inflamraatioa  of  the  bowels  and  stomach,  dysentery, 
pneumonia,  ophthalmia,  &c.  &c.  Midwifery  cases 
also  attended  to. 


The  Clongeen  and  Newhawn,  the  Bamiow  and 
Kilkivan,  the  Clonmine,  and  the  Bridgetown  Dis- 
pensaries ; the  Wexford  County  Infirmary  and 
Fever  Hoqrital. 


Fever  hospitals  and  disp^ries  at  Nn.as  and  Kil  • 
cullpn,  in  the  count)'  of  Kildare,  and  a dispensaiy 
at  Dunlavin,  county  of  Wicklow. 


Tliere  is  neither  hospital  nor  infirmary  in  the 
district ; the  salary  of  the  surgeon  for  attending 
dispensary  patients  60 1.  per  annum. 


I do  not  attend  more  than  one  dispensary ; it  is 
situated  at  my  residence,  and  required  to  be  at- 
tended three  days  in  the  week,  viz.  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday;  the  salary  is  mention^ 
above,  603.  per  annum. 


In  .ail  cases  within  the  district,  when  r 
mended  by  a subscriber. 


Personal  attendance  is  always  given. 


There  is  a register  kept  of  aU  c 
oeived  aid  from  the  dispensary. 


.,329  eases  were  relieved  dming  the  last  three 
years.  Fevers,  phthisis,  pneumonia,  catarrh, 
hepatitis,  dysentery,  scrophula,  variola,  cholera, 
rubeola,  midwifery  eases,  fractures,  dislocations  and 
tumours,  were  more  numerous  than  other  diseases. 


Never ; such  persons  a) 
l*nsary  regulations. 


excluded  by  our  dis- 


I may  say  never,  as  the  subscribers  are  can 
t to  recommend  any  persons  able  to  pay  for 
dicine  or  advice. 


From  the  funds  of  the  institution,  by  Mesa's.  They  aie  imported  from  Dublin  (Messrs.  Boi- 
Boileau  5;  Geoige,  Dublin.  leau  & Geoige,  Dru^ists,  Bride-street),  and  com- 

pounded as  well  as  prescribed  by  the  surgeon  of  the 
dispensary. 


Receipt. 

■ ifi.118  9 0 
119  11  Oh 
123  3 4 


Expenditure. 
se.114  0 0 


% private  siilisoription,  and  a grant  by  pi-esent- 
®ent  from  the  county  Wexford  only. 


J as  I consider  the  institution  to  be 

1'“  purpose  for 

,Ua-  Ao  relief  of  the  sick  poor  of 

P‘>^ble,  under  the 

a of  Sir  Francis  Le  Huntc  Astramont. 

0-5. 


The  medicines  are  pureliased  by  the  committee 
of  the  dispensary,  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & George, 


I Expenditure. 

I ^.146  10  2i 

' 94  6 OJ 

98  0 l| 


is  supported  by  subscriptions  and  present- 
; the  presentments  not  obtained  from  more 
me  county. 


The  present  funds  are  so  limited,  that  I can- 
t suggest  any  .alteration  therein  that  would 
idcr  the  establishment  more  efficient.  Should 
they  be  sufficiently  increased,  however,  to  support 
ir  hospital,  such  an  object  would  be  a deside- 


Amount  of  subscriptions  for  the  last  three  years 
has  averaged  703.  An  equal  sum  has  been  given 
by  the  county.  Of  this,  803.  per  annum  has  been 
given  to  the  medical  attendant ; 103.  pei-  aiminn 
for  a house.  The  rest  has  been  consumed  by  mc- 
didnes,  other  attendance,  and  giving  subsistence  to 
the  destitute  during  their  illness. 


on  and  annual  county  grant. 


generally  allowed  to  be  very  efficient. 
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Camew  Dispensa^. 

T!um<a  De  Renxy,  Esq.,  K. 


LEINSTER—Wicklow. 


Dunlavin  Dispensary. 


Ratlidrum  Dispensaiy. 

Charles  Clarke,  Esq.  m.  b. 


Carnew  Dispensary,  established  about  the  year  The  dispensary  under  my  care  is  known  by  the  Rathdrum  Dbpensary,  established  in  the  v 

1820.  Its  object  is  to  relieve  the  sick  poor  with  name  of  the  Dunlavin  Dispensary.  1811. 

medicine  and  advice  gratis,  and  to  attend  at  their 
residence  any  requiring  such. 

The  district  is  not  well  defined  j it  has  always  There  are  five  pimshes  in  my  district,  situated  The  whole  parish  of  Rathdium  (an  ertena 

been  the  object  to  give  all  the  relief  possible.  The  in  the  counties  of  Wicklow,  Kildare  and  Dublin.  mountainous  tract),  and  the  adjoining  parts  of 
whole  parish  of  Camew  is  included,  but  the  poor  of  others,  all  in  the  county  of  Wicldow. 

otherparishes  attend  and  are  relieved;  some  of  such 
parishes  are  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  and  in  a few 

instances  persons  from  Carlow  county  are  relieved.  

Gorey,  Camolin,  Ferns,  Newtown  Bany,  Clone-  Stratford  Fever  Hospital,  county  of  Wicklow;  Wicklow  Infirmary  (to  which  a dispensary  is  nt- 

gal,  Shillelagh,  Tinnahely;  the  distance  is  com-  Infirmary  BaJtinglass,  Kilcullen  and  Balhtsre  Dis-  tached),  Arklow  Fever  Hospital  and  Disnenaarv 
puted  in  Irish  measure.  pensaries.  and  Aughrira  Dispensaiy. 


There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital  1 There  is 
w infirmary  in  my  district  that  I am  awai-e  of.-  I 


I attend  the  dispensary  of  Carnew  and  anoflier ; 
t is  one  mile  from  my  residence ; salary- 1001.  per 
inniim.  I attend  every  day,  Sunday  not  except^. 


1 attend  but  one  di^nsary,  and  that  daily. 


Yes.  ■ No ; for  whoever  my' personal  attend^  is  Certainly,  and  I have  visited  both  medical  and 

required,  the  subscriber  who  recommends  the  per-  surgical  cases  where  patients  were  unable  to  attend 
son  to  the  dispensary  particularly  mentions  it  in  the  dispensary, 
the  admission  ticket  he  gives  if  I am  required  to 
attend. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  number  of  applica-  There  is  a register  kept  of  the  number  of  pa-  I have  not  kept  a register  of  the  n-ises  with  the 
tions,  and  it  was  endeavoured  to  register  the  results,  tients  admitted  to  the  dispensary,  and  their  dis-  result,  &o.  ; but  I shall  give  a statement  of  the 
but  this  could  not  he  accomplished ; for  when  a eases  recorded.  number  of  persons  who  have  presented  themselves 

person  recovered,  such  person  did  not  feel  it  racum-  daily  for  advice  and  medicine  for  the  last  three  yean 


290  The  diseases  for  the  most  part  arc  affections  of 

wmm  the  lunge,  liver,  fevers,  diseases  of  the  shin,  and 

le  is  liable  and  casual  epidemic  diseases. 


This  may  possibly  be  the  case,  but  very  rarely  It  often  happens  by  such  persons  imposing  on  u has  sometimes  happened  that  such  persons 
indeed.  Many  require  medical  advice,  and  that  I the  subscribers  not  knowing  their  circumstances.  have  apphed,  but  I have  used  every  exertion  to 
give  to  every  pci'son  asking,  gratis,  without  mquiry  correct  such  abuse  of  the  charity. 


The  medicines  are  partiy  purchased  from  Messre. 
Boileau,  in  Dublin,  partly  collected  by  myself  in  the 
country,  but  without  any  chaige ; vis.  vegetable 
medicines  growing  in  the  neighbourhood,  such  as 
fox-glove  and  hemlock. 


The  medimnes  are  supplied  by  myself, 


Orders  are  sent  quarterly  (sanctioned  by  the  com- 
mittee) to  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  88,  Briiic- 
street,  Druggists,  Dublin,  who  supply  the  meilicinci 


Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1831  -.£.174  16  4 £.122  12  1 

1832  - 162  9 0 100  2 0 

1833  - 179  1 1 118  4 4J 

Tlie  balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  of  each  year 
going  to  support  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  one. 


Receipt.  Expenditure. 

- £.189  13  0 £.193  8 6 

193  14  ! 185  16  7 

194  6 7 160  10  11 


Partly  by  subscriptions,  and  partly  by  present-  1 
ments  obtained  from  the  county  of  Wicklow  alone.  1 


I Tlie  distance  of  a county  fever  hospitui  fiom  EaUidrom 
heinjten  miles,  we  have  dtted  up  two  rooms  cnpableof  conlainiog  eight  beds  for  Ihe  reception  ofpsiieDU.  Xli« 
will  explain  the  item  in  expenditure  for  a nurse  (Gt.),  as  well  asrep.-urs,  &c.  &C. 

It  is  supported  by  private  contributions,  and  a Supported  by  donations,  subscriptions  and  grand 
yearly  grant  from  the  county  of  Wicklow  only.  jury  presentments,  from  the  county  Wicklow  Only- 
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LEINSTER— Wicklow. 

MUNSTER— Clare. 

Tinnahely  Dispensary. 

Ballmacally  Dispensaiy. 

Corofin  Dispensaiy. 

Frands  Butinj  Morton,  Esq.  mjj. 

— 

A.  H.  Shod,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Tiic  dispensary  under  my  care  is  situated  in  the 
of  Tinnahelyi  and  was  first  estabEshed  in  the 

Ballmacally  Dispensary,  established  in  1832. 

The  Corofin  Dispensary. 

There  are  five  parishes  included  in  my  district, 
four  of  them  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  one  in 

the  county  Carlow. 

Two  parishes,  Kilchrist  and  Qondegad,  both  in 
same  county. 

Kildysart  Dispensary,  three  miles : there  is  a ^ 

Nine;  viz.  Kilnaboy,  Rath,  Dysart,  Ruan,  Kil- 
keedy,  Kiltonarcy,  Tnngh,  Cluana  and  Kilnamona : 
they  are  aE  in  this  county. 

There  are  five  dispensaries  within  ten  miles 
of  me. 

Fever  Hospital  and  County  Infirmary  in  Ennis,  ■ 
hemg  eight  miles.  ' 

Kilfenora  Dispensary,  sht  nules ; Ennis  Dis- 
pensary, County  Infirmary  and  Fever  Hospital, 
eight  males ; and  Crusheen  Diqreasary,  right  iniles. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  in  my 
district ; my  salary  is  75  f.  per  annum. 

No. 

I have  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  to  at- 
tead ; I attend  at  tire  dispensary  three  days  in  the 
week,  and  I visit  the  out-patients  when  neccs- 
sry  on  the  other  days. 

No. 

I only  attend  this  dispensary,  and  the  salary  50/. 
Three  days  in  each  week ; and  when  necessary, 
I attend  patients  at  their  dwellings. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  in  ail  cases. 

No;  Dr.  Finucane alone  attended. 

Ido. 

There  is  a regbter  kept  of  all  cases  relieved  at 
the  dispensary. 

Yes  ; a register  was  kept  by  Dr.  Finucane,  who 
has  left  the  place,  another  doctor  and  treasurer 
being  appomt^.  1 am  not  now  aware  of  how  it 
is  conducted. 

There  is  a register  kept. 

There  has  been  relieved  at  tlie  Tinnahdy  Dispen- 
Euy,  in  the  year  1831,  1,515  patients;  in  the 
5«r  1832,  1,381  ; and  in  the  year  1833,  1,895 
patients. 

I only  became  in  attendance  on  this  dispensary 
upon  the  death  of  the  former  medical  gentleman, 
which  was  during  the  last  year,  and  in  May  last 
I opened  a regi.stry.  The  number  of  entries  to 
March  1834,  2,390. 

It  does  sometimes  happen  that  persons  have 
racaved  advice  and  medicine  who  were  not  in  dis- 
tressed circumstances. 

I do  not  know. 

Not  to  my  Icnowledge,  they  briugmg  tickets 
from  the  subscribers. 

The  medicines  arc  purclrased  at  first  cost  in 
Dublin  at  Messrs.  Boiieau’s  and  Co. 

By  the  doctor,  from  the  medical  repositories  of 
Limerick.  He  being  best  judge  of  medicine,  Ifur- 
nished  him  with  cash  for  that  purpose. 

By  the  committee,  from  the  Apothecaries’  Hul 
Company. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  . £.  106  19  7 r£.  105  7 8^ 

1832  - 119  6 2 107  3 7 

1833  - 114  17  si  121  4 10 

Not  in  cxisteuce  for  more  than  a year  and 
a half. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1833  - £.  108  12  0 1 £.  108  12  0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDlTtrH£. 

Salary  - - - ^g.  50  0 0 

Additional  ditto  - - ' 11  19  0 ' 

Rent  - - - 46  13  0 

It  is  supported  by  private  suhsoriptious  and 
county  presentments. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  the  county  in  most 
cases  paying  equal  to  the  subscriptions ; but  in 
this  case  it  was  presented  for  twice,  and  each  time 
only  a part  granted  by  the  gr.ind  jury. 

By  subscriptions  and  presentment  from  this 
county  only. 

The  funds  nf  the  dispensary  are  too  small  to 
Mmt  of  any  fui  ther  relief  to  the  poor. 

Not  at  present. 

veyanoe  or  mode  of  obtaininh 
a common  car ; aud  again  fi 
in  thrir  wretched  hovels  wl 

If  the  funds  weie  sufficient,  I should  recommend 
the  establisliment  of  an  hospital  for  the  benefit  of 
such  persons  as  should  nut  be  able  to  go  to  the 
County  Hospital  or  Infirmary,  from  want  of  con- 
ng  such,  or  not  being  able  to  go  such  a distance  in 
>r  accidents,  rather  than  allowing  them  to  remain 
icn  they  could  not  have  proper  attendance. 

0-5- 
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MUNSTER-Clare. 

Clare  Dispensary. 

Crusheen  Dispensary. 

Doonas  Dispensary. 

Michael  Heahj,  Eaq.,  3t.D. 

John  Silver,  Esq.,  M.D. 



Tlic  dispensary  of  Clain  ; there  is  only  one  ; it 
was  established  in  the  year  1832. 

The  Croslieen  Dispensary  (being  the  only  one 
under  my  superintendence)  was  established  at  the 
Summer  assises  of  1831,  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing medical  aid  to  the  poor  of  the  district. 

Dispensary  of  Doonas,  established  in  the 
1828.  ' " 

There  is  no  definite  number  of  parishes  induded 
in  the  district,  any  person  bringing  a ticket 
from  a subscriber  being  entitled  to  medical  aid ; but 
in  general  the  applicants  reside  in  either  the  parish 
of  Clare  Abbey,  in  which  the  dispensary  is,  or  in  the 
adioinina:  parishes  of  Bahvea,  Drotncliffatid  Doura. 

Six  parishes,  which  are  ail  in  Clare,  except  one 
in  Galway. 

T wo  parishes  in  the  same  county. 

A fiiqMnsaiy  at  Newmarket,  in  Fergus,  within 
five  miles  ; one  at  Quin,  about  five  miles  ; one  at 
Ballnakally,  about  seven  miles. 

The  County  Infirmary,  the  Corofin  Dispensary, 
the  Quin  Dispensaiy,  the  Tulla  Dispensaiy  ami 
the  Gort  Dispensary. 

The  dispensary  of  Killaloe  is  within  seven  miles 
b the  county  of  Clare;  Limerick  is  within  five 
miles ; and  Castleconnell  Dispensaiy,  in  the  eouatv 
of  Limerick,  within  six  of  Doonas.  ^ 

The  county  of  Clare  Infirmaiy  is  situated  in 
Ennis,  witliin  two  miles  of  my  dispensary ; there 
are  two  medical  men  attached  to  it,  with,  I think, 
an  annual  salary  of  lOOL  each. 

There  is  no  hospital,  infirmary  or  diqiensary 
within  my  district,  ‘but  that  to  which  I have  been 
appointed;  the  salary  for  attending  varies  with  the 
amount  of  subscription. 

The  Doonas  Diqiensary  is  the  only  medioil 
establishment  supported  by  charity  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  within  its  district. 

I only  attend  the  Clare  Dispensary  ; this  I at- 
tend on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  11  A.  M. 
to  2 r.  M.  My  salary  is  dependent  on  the  amount 
of  contributions.  1 have  only  been  a few  mouths 
attached  to  the  institution.  The  salary  of  my  pre- 
decessor ( Dr.  Cullinan)  was  about  40 1.  anmmlly. 

I only  attend  the  Crusheen  Dispensary,  which 
is  seven  miles  from  my  residence,  and  fur  which 
I merely  receive  65 1.  My  presence  is  required 
so  long  on  two  week  days  as  there  are  patients  to 
be  relieved. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  and  am  resident  in 
the  parish,  and  am  required  to  attend  two  days 
each  week.  ' 

I do  not  think  I am  bound  to  give  my  personal 
attendance,  except  on  the  dispensary  days  and  houra; 
but  I would  not  decline  giving  it,  except  in  cases 
wlierc  it  would  he  attended  with  much  personal  in- 
convenience. The  remuneration  which  I receive  bei 

I do,  or  else  to  provide  the  attendance  of  a com- 
petent medical  man  when  my  profesaonal  avoca- 
tions ai'e  required  elsewhere. 

ng  small,  I do  not  think  it  could  fairly  be  expected 

Written  tickets  are  given  by  the  subsciiben 
to  the  poor  within  the  district,  who  are  unable 
from  illness  to  come  to  the  dispensary,  .aud  I am 
obliged  to  visit  them  at  their  houses  on  any  day  of 
the  week  my  pereonal  attendance  is  required. 

A register  of  the  names  of  patients,  by  whom  re- 
commended, and  their  diseases,  baa  been  kept  by 
mo  since  my  appointment  to  the  charge  of  the  dis- 
pensary. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  names  and  residence 
of  the  patients,  as  also  of  the  persons  by  wbom 
they  are  recommended,  and  of  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  their  diseases. 

There  is  a register  kept  by  the  medical  officer  of 
the  names,  residences  and  diseases  of  all  poisons 
who  apply  for  medical  relief.  The  applicants  arc 
attended  either  at  the  dispensary  or  at  their  houses. 

Generally  speaking,  there  are  about  24  appli- 
cants on  each  dispeusary-day ; making  about  48 

No  less  than  three  thousand  persons  have  been 
afforded  lelicf  within  the  last  18  months,  being 
the  time  during  which  a register  has  been  kept, 
the  majority  of  whom  have  been  afdictcd  with 
dyspepsia,  ulcers,  diarrhaa,  &c. 

Subscribers  sometimes  give  orders  to  persons  who 
are  not  really  objects  of  charity,  and  who  can  afford 
to  pay  for  medical  attendance  ; hut  this  does  not 
often  happen. 

Never,  unless  imder  urgent  circumstances. 

with  the  circumstances  i 

It  sometimes  does,  from  the  subsci'ibers,  on  whose 
recommendations  applications  are  received,  by  the 
medical  officer,  not  being  sufficiently  acquainted 
if  the  applicant,  and  from  other  incidental  causes. 

The  medicines  ate  purchased  from  a druggist, 
and  paid  for  from  the  funds  of  the  institution. 

The  medical  attendant  usually  supplies  the  trea- 
surer with  a list  of  the  requirite  marines,  wliich 
he  procures  in  Limerick  or  Dublin. 

Medicines  arc  supjdied,  on  the  order  of  the  trea- 
surer of  dispensaiy,  by  Mr.  Frith,  Surgeon  aud 
Druggist,  Chailotte’s  Quay,  Limerick. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1832-33  - £.72  1 4 ] £.  71  16  2 

CENBRAL  HEAPS  07  EXPENDITURE. 
Surgeon’s  Salary  • £.  40  0 0 

Medicines  - - - 26  15  2 

Rent  of  Dispensary  - - 6 0 Q 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1832  - £. 131  10  0 1 131  10  0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 
Medicines,  &o.  - - £.  40  19 

Physician’s  Salary  - 55  0 0 

Apothecary’s  ditto,  house-1 
rent,  &c  - - .]■  ^5  10  104 

It  is  supported  partly  by  vohmtary  confributioiis, 
and  partly  by  presentment  granted  by  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Clare. 

By  subscriptions  and  presentment,  which  is 
obtained  from  the  grand  jury  of  tlie  above  county. 

By  presentments  from  one  county. 

I think,  as  far  as  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  go, 
they  me  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  to  effect  the 
object  for  which  they  are  intended. 

I do  not  conceive  it  possible  that  dispensaries, 
supported  as  they  at  present  aj-e,  con  be  of  much 
utility  in  relieving  actual  disease- 

If  there  weie  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
affording  the  poor  throughout  the  year  proMt 
clothing,  food  and  dwellings,  I am  convinced  dis- 
ease amongst  them  would  in  a short  time,  and  la 
a very  conaderabk'  extent,  decrease. 
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MUNSTER— Clare. 


Ennistymon  Dispensary. 

Kildysai't  Dispensary. 

Kdlfenora  DispensM'y. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendaut. 

EnnUtymon  Dispensary,  established  in  October 
1622 : the  then  treasurer  was  changed  in  1829, 
and  Archdeacon  Whitty  appointed,  who  reagned 
bijuly  1833. 

The  Kildysart  Dispensary,  established  1 8 years. 

There  is  but  one  institution  under  my  caie,  the 
name  of  which  is  the  Kilfenora  Dispensary.  The 
object  of  it  is  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and 
have  a resident  medical  man.  It  was  established 
in  the  year  1632. 

There  are  seven  parishes  in  our  district,  all  in 
Clare,  exclusive  of  nearly  one-half  of  three  other 
parishes,  all  numerously  inhabited. 

Three,  all  in  the  county  of  Clare. 

There  are  seven  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

The  CoroSn,  nine  miles  j the  Milltown  seven, 
and  the  Kilfenora,  established  in  the  last  year,  four 

The  Dispensaries  of  Knock  and  Ballinacally ; 
no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  10  miles. 

There  ai'e  two  dispensaries,  viz.  Ennisymon  and 
Corofin ; but  no  infirmary  or  public  hospital. 

No  hospital  or  infirmary,  consequently  no  dis- 
pensary attached  within  our  district. 

Thei'e  b no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  my 
district. 

In  answer  to  this  query,  we  must  first  state  tliat 
there  are  two  attendants  to  this  dispensary,  a phy- 
aieian  and  surgeon,  at  the  trilling  annua]  salary  of 
25  L each,  and  arc  not  in  the  care  of  any  other 
dispensary. 

the  week,  and 

I oiJy  attend  the  Kilfenora  Dispensary,  and  am 
obliged  to  reside  in  the  city.  Theamount  of  salary 
b what  remains  in  treasurer's  hands  after  ]>aying  for 
mediclues  and  all  other  necessary  expenses  for  db- 
pensaiy  ; and  I am  required  to  attend  bvo  days  in 
urgent  cases  on  other  days,  should  they  occur. 

We  cousider  it  our  duty  to  give  our  personal 
attendance  in  such  cases,  and  which  we  are  daily  in 
the  habit  of  doing. 

Always. 

I do  certainly. 

A register  is  kept ; all  applications  attended  to, 
and  in  general  the  results  have  been  favourable. 

A register  is  kept. 

There  is. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late  silicon 
Finucane,  we  cannot  say  precisely  the  number  of . 
patients ; but  according  to  the  calculation  of  the 
present  year,  on  an  average,  1,604  have  been  an- 
nually relieved. 

The  number  of  persons  1,642. 

1 

patients  under  my  care,  who  have  received 

I have  only  been  in  charge  of  the  dhpensaiy 
since  the  middle  of  September  last,  (three  months)  a 
vacancy  having  then  occurred  by  the  death  of  my 
predecessor  ; since  which  time  there  have  been  700 
gratuitous  relief  from  the  institution.  The  diseases, 

jds,  feve^  wUuuiis.^con.iuripiioi^.  wounds. 

None ; but  if  by  chance  any,  they  must  be  few, 
hebg  acquainted  with  the  localities  of  the  country 
and  circumstances  of  its  inhabitants. 

Very  seldom. 

It  does,  but  very  rarely. 

We,  the  medical  attendants,  present  the  trea- 
surer with  a list  of  medidnes,  which  list  he  sends 
to  the  dru^ist  in  Ennis,  who  supplies  us. 

By  the  committee,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Mr.  William  Ryan, 
Druggist,  Ennis. 

Archdeacon  Whitty  had  been  treasurer  since 
first  established  till  within  the  last  year,  so  cannot  : 
slate  the  amount  in  lus  lime ; this  year’s  subscrip- 
hOB  being  68f.  19s.  j 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1832  - £.135  0 0 135  ,0  0 

1833  - 149  14  0 I 135  7 6 

1832.  j 1833. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  £.100  0 0 1 £.100  0 0 

Dispensary  House  - 10  0 0 10  0 0 

Sledicinos  - - 25  0 0 | 25  7 6 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 
1833  - - £.66  6 O]  £.68  4 2 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - £.32  0 0 

Medicine  - - - 20  0 0 

Rent  fur  Dispensary  House  5 0 0 

Carriage  of  medicine  - 14  2 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentment  off  the 
Meaty  at  large. 

Supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  present- 
ment only  from  the  county  of  Clare. 

It  is  supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  pre- 
sentment from  the  grand  jui-y  of  equal  amount, 
from  one  county. 

Our  funds  are  so  small,  that  we  consider  tliey 
oaunot  be  laid  out  to  better  ailvantage  than  at  pre- 
«Bt : the  only  way  to  render  relief  would  be  to  have 
'^unty  Infirmary  is  14  miles  from  us,  and  in  most 
olcoaveyance.  Thisbeingthe  tUrd  principal  town  u 
eligible  situation 

No. 

! an  hospital  attached  to  the  dispensary.  The 
cases  the  poor  are  not  able  to  procure  a mode 
1 the  county,  and  iu  the  centre  of  an  extensive 
for  a district  hospital  to  be  attached  to  the 

I cannot,  the  funds  aic  so  veiy  limited,  nor  do  I 
think,  in  tbeir  present  state,  they  could  bo  better 
or  more  appropriately  laid  out. 

0.5. 
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MUNSTER— Clare. 

Kilkee  and  Cavigaiiolt  Dispensary. 

Killaioe  Dispensary. 

KUrush  Dispensary. 

— 

George  Purdon,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant, 

Kilkee  and  Cnrigabolt  Dispensary,  established 
in  the  year  1S31.  The  object  of  both  is  to  give 
medical  dd  and  raedieine  to  an  extent  of  country 
containing  a very  great  population,  the  majority 
of  whom  arc  very  poor,  and  supplied  with  medicine 
and  advice  on  beine  recommended  by  a subsciiber. 

The  Killaioe  Dispensary,  established  July  1824, 
for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  poor  of  the  parishes  of 
Killaioe  and  Ogonilloe. 

Kilnish  Dispensary:  ailvice  and  medicine 
given  out  two  days  in  the  week,  and  those  who  am 
too  ill  to  attend  the  dispensary  are  visited  at  their 
houses,  on  presenting  the  medical  attendant  a mb 
scwiW’s  recommendation,  it  was  established  in 

Three  very  extensive  parishes,  and  all  in  the 
same  count)’. 

The  entire  of  the  parish  of  Ogonilloe,  and  a 
\tery  large  proportion  of  that  of  Killaioe. 

One  parish,  and  a part  of  two  more,  including  the 
town  of  Kilrush.  ® 

The  nearest  public  hospital  or  infirmary  to  diis 
dispensary  is  in  tl\e  county  town  (Ennis),  distanre 
about  .30  miles.  There  ia  a dispensary  witliin 
eight  miles  of  this. 

One  at  Clonlaiagh  Corclare,  seven  milesdistant; 
another  at  Castle  connell,  seven  miles  distant,  in 
the  county  Limerick ; and  one  in  Nenagh,  count)' 
Tipperary,  12  miles  distant. 

Tiiere  is  a dispensary  at  Knock,  another  at  Kil- 
kee,  and  a thii’d  at  Carigaholt,  all  within  ten  miles. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infinnniy  wifliin  this 
district,  and  the  metlical  attendant  to  tliis  dispen- 
sary gets  a salary  in  proportion  to  the  funds,  which 
vary  almo-st  every  year. 

None. 

i 

There  is  but  the  one  dispensary  attached  to  this 
district;  with  the  exception  of  thecheleia  hospital 
there  is  no  other.  ’ 

I attend  but  this  dispensary ; but  it  1«ls  a branch 
established  in  Carigaholt,  a distance  of  seven  Eng- 
lish miles.  There  is  but  one  salary  for  attending 
both,  and  they  require  three  days’  attendance  in 
the  week,  from  eleven  a.  m.  to  four  r.  m. 

None  but  the  Killaioe  Dispensary,  for  ■whicli  I 
receive  a salary  of  75  ?.  per  annum,  attending  two 
days  weekly,  from  ten  till  three. 

i 

But  one  dispensaiy.  When  cholera  was  preva- 
lent, I attended  the  Cholera  Hospital,  for  which  I 
was  paid  two  guineas  per  week.  I attend  the  ilis- 
pensary  two  days  in  the  week,  for  which  1 get  35  J. 
per  annum. 

Whenever  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required  I 
generally  give  my  own  personal  attendance,  and  am 
obliged  to  do  so  in  all  ca-ses  recommended  by  a 
subscriber. 

1 consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  the  tenants  of 
each  subscriber  who  are  urgently  ill,  if  called  on 
! to  do  so,  at  any  reasonable  distance,  such  person 
not  being  able  to  eome'to  the  dispensary. 

Ido. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  the  cases  received  at  this 
dispensary ; they  are  all  attended  to : a great  por- 
tion of  the  cases  have  turned  out  successful. 

A register  is  kept,  stating  thedate  of  admission 
of  eacli  patient,  on  the  dispeusar)’  ledger ; the  dis- 
1 ea.se,  age,  by  whom  recommended,  and  the  daily 
j prescription  ordered  in  detail. 

1 A register  is  kept  of  all  cases,  by  whom  recom- 
mended, the  medicines  prescribed,  the  nature  of  the 
, disease,  and  the  result. 

The  average  iiumber  of  cases  annually,  for  the  j 
last  two  or  three  years,  exceed  1,500.  The  variety  [ 
nf  riisense  has  been  very  great ; vit.  fever,  dysentery,  | 
common  cholera,  dyspepsia,  cholic,  dropsy,  Sre.  j 

j 

The  number  of  patients  yearly  admitted  average 
1,600.  It  is  1,400  this  year,  of  which  400  were 
visited  at  their  homes.  Fever,  cholera,  inflam- 
matory attacks,  &c.  and  some  casualties. 

applications 
bowel  coiapl 
ti'phus  fever 

I can  give  a return  only  from  the  1st  of  last 
April,  as  the  grand  jur)'  require  that  the  dispensary 
books  should  be  sent  them  before  they  grant  any 
presentment,  and  they  have  not  returned  the  books. 
From  the  1st  of  April  to  1st  January  I had  1,567 
at  the  dispensary.  The  diseases  most  common  are 
lints,  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  indigestioa,  dropsy, 
, and  lately  tlie  cholera,  with  casualties. 

There  are  some  subscribers  to  this  dispenaai’y  who 
themselves  receive  aid  from  it,  and  their  families  are 
also  supplied  with  raediciuc,  &c. 

None  ever  claim  relief  but  those  who  canuot 
afford  to  pay  for  medical  advice  and  medicine,  as 
it  is  imperative  on  subscribers  to  give  tickets  to 
none  but  such  charaoteis. 

V.,., 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  druggists,  either 
in  Dublin  or  Limerick,  who  generally  subscribe  to 
the  funds  of  said  dispensary. 

ByMr.B.  W.  Kelly,  Druggist,  Limerick,  and 
by  the  requisition  of  the  surgeon,  for  which  tliere 

By  the  treasurer  and  committee. 

Receipts.  [ Expenditure. 

1?32  - £.160  0 0 1832  - £.160  0 0 

1833  - 120  0 0 j 18.33  - 120  0 0 

CENERAD  HEADS  OT  EXTEMDITURE. 

1832.  [ 1033. 

Siilariea  - - - £.  SO  0 0 80  0 0 

Medicine,  Rent,  frc.  80  0 0 ) 40  0 0 

Receipt.  j Expenditure. 

1831  - £.105  0 0 £.100  0 0 

1832  - 114  12  0 112  0 0 

1883  - 117  16  0 j — 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

1831.  1 1832. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - £.75  0 0 j 75  0 0 
Medicine,  &c.  - - 25  0 0 | 37  0 0 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  -£.82  8 0 £.75  15  7 

1832  - 88  3 6 | 74  9 7 } 

1833  - 90  7 10  J 1 82  13  8 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EITENDITURE. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Salaries- £.  50  0 0 1 50  0 0 1 50  0 0 

Medicine  16  4 17  0 7 22  18  8 

\ 9 10  01  7 9 Oi  9 IS  0 

necessanes  1 •‘1  ] 

It  is  supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  ]ire- 
sentments.  The  grand  jury  of  this  county,  once  a 
year,  give  a)irosentmcnt  for  its  support,  and  since 
its  formation,  give  a sum  cquivaJeut  to  the  sura 
raised  by  private  subscriptions. 

By  public  subscription,  a similar  sum  bciug 
procured  from  the  couuty  by  presentmont. 

By  subscriptions,  and  a presentment  (o 
amount  of  the  annual  subscription ; only  one  county. 

If  the  dispensary  could  he  supported  as  it  ia,  it 
would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  benefit,  affording 
both  advice  and  medicine  to  a vast,  population ; but 
it  is  supported  by  absentee  landlords,  who  do  not 
see  its  utility,  nor  the  waots  of  the  poor. 

I know  of  no  better  means  of  distributing  the 
present  expenditure  of  our  establishment  than  the 
present  resorted  to  ; but  the  want  of  tm  hospital 
for  contagious  diseases  is  sorely  felt,  when  visita- 
tions of  epidemics  arc  so  prevalent  as  this  year  and 

Our  funds  arc  so  small,  that  1 cannot  suggest  any 
alteration, 
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Milltovvii  Dispensary. 

Newmarket  Dispensary. 

Quin  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

James  Frazer,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Joseph  Shod,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

There  is  one  dispensary  under  our  care,  in  the 
Tillage  of  Milltown  Malbay,  estahlished  in  1831,  for 
dispensing  gratuitous  medicine  and  advice  to  the 

Newmarket  Dispensary,  established  in  1815, 
for  gTEtiiitous  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor. 

The  name  of  the  dispensary  under  my  care  is 
Quin ; its  object  is  tor  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and 
established  about  three  years. 

Two  parishes  (Kilfarboy  and  Kilmurray)  in  the 

aid  count}'. 

Seven,  all  in  this  county. 

There  are  three  parishes  in  my  district,  all  situ- 
ate in  same  cuimty. 

There  are  none. 

'ITtere  is  a dispensary  at  Six-mile  Bridge,  six 
miles  from  hence  ; one  at  Quin,  four  miles  ; and 
one  at  Clare,  four  miles  ; the  County  Hospital,  in 
Ennis,  to  which  a dispensary  is  attached.'U  six 
miles  front  hence. 

The  County  Hospital,  Slx-raile  Bridge  and 
Newmarket,  are  within  10  miles. 

There  is  no  other  in  the  district. 

None. 

There  is  no  dispensary  or  hospital  within  my 
district, 

1 attend  only  one  dispensary ; amount  of  salary, 
’01. ; three  days  in  the  tveck  attendance. 

I do  not  attend  auy  other  dispensary;  my 
salary,  including  house-rent,  is  90L  per  annum  ; 
I attend  three  days  in  the  week,  from  9 o'clock 
until  12. 

I attend  no  other  dispensary  hut  the  Quin, 
which  is  half  a mile  from  my  residence.  My  sa- 
lary varies  each  year,  and  I attend  three  days  in 
the  rveek. 

By  the  dispensary  regulations  I am  not  re- 
quired to  visit  patients  at  their  dwellings  ; but  I 
never  refuse  to  attend  any  ease,  whether  medical, 
surgical,  or  obstetrical,  when  the  patient  is  unable 
to  pay  for  advice. 

I consider  it  my  rlrrty  to  give  medical  or  suigical 
aid  whenever  it  is  required. 

Tliere  is  a register  kept  of  all  the  cases  where 
applicatioa  has  been  made  for  aid ; the  applica- 
tions have  been  disposed  of  in  the  way  of  medicine 
and  attendance,  and  in  many  oases  with  beneficial 
results. 

The  names  of  patients,  their  disease,  and  by 
whom  recommended,  are  entered  in  the  journal ; 
but  the  applications  being  so  numerous,  no  detail 

A register  is  at  present  kept  of  the  cases ; the 
applications  have  been  attended  to  with  the  beat' 
resrtlcs. 

Number  of  persons  relieved  within  the  last  three 
rears,  24,040.  Every  disease  incidental  to  this 
climate. 

The  number  of  patients  relieved  at  the  disireii- 

1830  - 2,750  — 1832  - 2,300—1833  - 2,423 
The  diseases  most  frequently,  presenting  are  de- 
rangement of  the  digestive  organs,  affections  of 
the  chest,  nnd  disease  of  the  skin. 

The  number  of  patients  attended  to  withiu  the 
last  three  year-s  are  about  5,000 ; the  diseases  are 
of  such  varied  characters  as  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  mentioning  witlrin  this  space. 

The  rules  of  the  disjtensary  prohibit  assistance 
to  those  who  are  able  to  afford  its  pnrchase  ; a fiaud 
or  imposition  may  occur,  but  not  often. 

Frequently. 

In  cases  of  great  emergency,  persons  participate 
in  the  benefits  of  the  clmrity  whose  circumstances 
do  not  require  gratuitous  assistance. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  at  the  wholesale 
oniggist'a  in  Limerick,  out  of  the  general  fnnd. 

I furnish  a requisition  for  the  medicines  re- 
quired to  the  treasurer,  who  transmits  the  same 
to  the  druggists,  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  88, 
Bride-street,  Dublin. 

Medicines  are  procured  from  the  eminent  drug- 
gists with  the  funds  of  the  institution. 

Receipt,  1 Expenditure. 
3831  . £.  ijo  10  0 £.120  10  0 

1832  - - 116  4 0 — 

1833  - - 116  8 0 1 — 

GINXBAI.  HSABS  Or  EXPEHrJTURE. 

1831. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  . - f . 70  0 0 

Medicines  . . . . 30  0 0 

Rent  and  Sundries  - . - 10  10  0 

iV.B, — Nearly  the  same  items  of  expenditure 
for  each  year. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £.162  19  5 1 £.141  14  3 

1832  - - 129  6 0 12G  19  5 

1833  - - 163  15  6 1 159  11  4 

OEMERAI.  HEADS  OF  EXrXSDlTURE. 

18311  1832.  1833. 

Medicine  and 

Sundries  £.51  14  3 36  19  5 69  II  4^ 

Salarj',  Rent, 

&c.  - - 90  0 0 90  0 0 90  0 0 

The  amount  of  the  receipt  for  the  last  three 
years  has  been  about  1101.  annually,  which  has 
been  expended  In  procuriugmedicine,  suigeon’s  sa- 
lary, and  suudiy  requisites. 

Ry  private  subscription,  and  a county  prescat- 
ffleat  equal  thereto. 

By  annual  subscription,  and  presentment  from 
Clare  only. 

It  is  supported  by  subscription,  and  a present- 
ment is  also  obtained  from  the  county  of  Clare. 

1 can  suggest  a very  material  alteration,  which  is, 
'M  estabhshment  of  an  hospital. 

The  funds  are  so  limited,  nnd  tlie  district  so  ex- 
tensive, I do  not  conceive  that  any  material  im- 
provement could  he  made  without  a considerable 
increase  to  the  revenues  of  the  dispensary. 

The  fonds  of  the  institution  under  my  charge  are 
so  well  distributed  by  the  committee,  that  I cannot 
suggest  any  alteration  which  would  remder  them 
more  efficient  for  the  rehef  of  the  poor. 
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Six-mile  Bridge  Dispensary. 

Tomgrany  Dispeiisaiy. 

TuUa  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

P.  ff.  Harris,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

James  Frazer,  Jun.  Esq.  m.  d. 

Six-mile  Bridge  Dispensary,  established  in  the 
year  1S17, 

Tomgrany,  established  in  March  1830. 

The  Tulla  Dispensary. 

Five  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

There  are  six  parishes  in  my  district,  two  of 
which  are  in  the  county  of  Galway. 

No  certain  number;  but  patients  receive  relief 
from  seven,  all  in  Clare. 

Three  dispensaries ; no  infliroaries  or  hospitals.  l 

Tulla  and  Killaloe  are  the  nearest ; the  former  ; 
ten  miles  distant,  and  the  latter  nine. 

Quin  and  Ci  usheen  Dispensaries. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  district. 

There  is  none. 

No. 

1 only  attend  one  dispensary. 

1 attend  but  one  dispensary,  and  patients  are 
attended  there  daily. 

I attend  but  one,  the  salary  for  which  is  601. 
per  annum.  I attend  three  days  in  each  week. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  the  dispensary 
personally. 

I do,  whenever  the  poverty  of  the  individual 
renders  him  unable  to  pay  for  attendance. 

By  a regulation  of  the  subscribers,  each  sub- 
scriber of  one  guinea  is  entitled  to  two  visitiag 
tickets,  and  so  on  in  proportion  to  their  subscription, 

A register  is  kept,  the  applications  have  been 
carefully  attended  to,  and  the  results  have  been  in 
most  instances  favourable. 

There  is  a dispensary  book,  which  the  grand 
jury  require  to  be  laid  befoi-e  them  when  the  an- 
nual grant  is  presented  for,  and  in  this  there  is  a 
registry  of  the  names  of  patients,  the  cases  and 
results. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  in  the  years 
1831,  1832  and  1833  amounts  to  14,040,  being 
90  per  week  on  an  average.  The  diseases  are  so 
various,  it  would  be  impossible  to  state  the  mode 
of  treatment. 

The  total  number  of  persons  attended  for  the 
last  three  years  is  1,643;  of  which  1,400  were 
medical  cases,  relieved  1,136  ; surgical  243,  le- 
1 lieved  192. 

1 Since  the  24th  of  August  1833  there  have  been 
1 709  applications  for  relief,  prior  to  which  hmel 
did  not  keep  a register ; but  for  the  two  precedinf 
years  the  number  of  tickets  I received  excceilal 
2,000  annually,  each  applicant  having  to  bring  a 
subscriber's  ticket. 

Any  application  of  this  sort  would  not  be  at- 
tended to  by  the  subscribers,  as  they  would  not 
recommend  any  person  capable  of  procui'ing  assbt- 
ance  themerives. 

It  sometimes  does,  not  frequently. 

Occasionally. 

Supplied  by  a dru^ist,  and  paid  for  by  the 
trensui-er. 

The  treasurer  supplies  the  institution  with 
medicines,  from  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Leslie 
& Co.,  Dublin. 

Ordered  by  myself,  fr  om  Messrs.  Boileau  AGcoige, 
Dublin,  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer. 

The  receipts  for  each  of  the  last  three  years  were 
on  an  average  £.  96.  2.  8.  and  the  expenditure 
the  same.  Suigeon’s  salary,  dispeasary  rent,  medi- 
cines, &c.  comprise  the  expenditure. 

Receipt.  I Exiienditure. 

1830  . £.  92  10  0 £.  86  10  0 

1831  - - 76  0 0 76  10  0 

1832  - - 62  0 0 1 — . 

I am  unable  to  answer  this  question  accurateiy ; 
but  as  well  as  I can  recollect,  29  h,  45 1.  and  33  /. 
with  a presentment  to  the  same  amount,  were  (be 
receipts,  which  wereexpended  on  medicines,  house- 
rent  and  medical  attendanee. 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  obtained 
only  from,  the  county  Clare. 

It  is  supported  by  presentments,  and  they  are 
obtained  from  one  county  only. 

By  Bubscriprions,  and  presentments  to  the  like 
amount  from  Clare  only. 

1 do  not  think  the  funds  could  he  applied  in  any 
way  which  would  render  them  more  efficient  for  the 
poor,  particularly  in  this  extensive  disti  ict. 

I cannot  see  how  any  alteration  can  be  i 
sufficient,  I would  suggest  that  a small  ho 

j The  funds  of  the  institution  which  I attend  are 
1 so  bmited,  being  supplied  by  a few  resident  indi- 
1 viduals  of  moderate  means,  and  not  aided  by  the 
1 numerous  absentee  prqjrietors  of  the  disti-ict,  that 
nade  for  the  better ; if,  however,  the  funds  were 
spital  should  be  attached  to  the  dispensary,  for  the 

The  funds  supporting  this  institution  are  too 
small  to  be  leudered  of  more  benefit  than  they  are , 
but  where  they  exceed  1 00 1.  ]>er  annum,  the  js 
blishraent  of  a local  or  parochial  hospital  wouia  ae 
extremely  desirable. 

reception  of  bad  surgical  cases,  the  county  inlirmary  bebg  20  miles  distant,  and  admission  there  being  at  all  tiinos  difficult. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Jar  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  fn  IRELAND.  65 


MUNSTER— Cork. 


Agliada  Dispensaay. 

Bantry  Dispensary. 

Black  Rock  Disi)eiisary. 



Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  SIcdical  Attendant. 

Ths  only  cstablietoent  under  my  care  is  ftie 
jlghada  DispeoBary,  established  August  31,  1831. 

Bantry  alone,  established  five  years. 

Black  Rook  Dispensart',  established  in  1 827. 

Sii  parishes  in  the  same  county. 

Four  entire  parishes,  and  parts  of  three  more, 
all  in  the  same  county. 

The  district  consists  of  the  parish  of  St.Mieliael's, 
Black  Rock,  and  portions  of  the  city  parishes  uf 
St.  Finbarr  and  St.  Nicholas. 

There  is  a dispensary  at  Carrigaline,  Qoyne  and 
CastJemartyr,  and  a dispeusaiy  and  fever  hospital  at 
Jliildieton,  Cove  and  Passage.  The  greater  portion 
of  the  Union  of  Aghada  is  perfectly  peninsular,  and 
consequently,  in  a great  measure,  cut  off  from  eora- 
munication  with  Cove,  Passage  or  Carrigaline. 

i 

the  Black 

Two  surgical  hospitals,  a fever  hospital  and  dis- 
pensary in  5ie  city,  the  Blarney,  Carrigimvar,  Bal- 
liudrassig,  Glanmire  and  Passage  Dispensaries,  in  the 
county  and  within  a circle  of  about  5 miles  roimd  tbe 
city;  and  the  Glanmire  load,  and  Douglas  Dispen- 
saries in  the  liberties.  From  most  of  these,  however, 
: Rock  district  is  separated  by  its  peninsular  situation. 

There  is  no  public  medical  institution  within  my 
distiict ; sn  oppodtion  establishment  to  the  Aghada 
oue  was  attempted  to  be  got  up,'  but  failed. 

None.  ' 

There  is  no  other  metlical  charity  in  the  district. 

I attend  no  medical  institution  but  the  Aghada 
Dis|]enf5iry,  where  I attend  every  day  { Sunday  ex- 
cepted), feom  eight  to  eleven  o’clock  a.  at. 

None  but  the  one. 

I attend  no  other  medical  establishment.  I reside 
in  the  Black  Rock  district,  and  the  dispensarv  is 
open  every  day,  except  Sunday. 

Most  certainly. 

Ido. 

It  is  my  duty,  and  I give  my  personal  atteudance, 
when  required,  at  all  hours. 

Yes. 

There  is  a regular  register  kept ; all  applications 
attended  to,  as  required,  but  the  result  of  every  case 
cannot  be  ascertained  in  so  extensive  a district. 

A register  is  now  kept  of  all  particulars. 

Our  dispensary  only  being  in  cxistenoe  since  the 
31st  October  1831,  I am  forced  to  confine  my 
statement  to  two  years,  the  number  admitted  for 
that  period  bang  2,181.  Tlie  diseases  were  prin- 
cipally pulmonic,  hepatic  and  gastric,  particularly 
diarrheea,  dysentery,  colic  and  cholera,  besides  fevers, 
aad  accidents  involving  surgical  operations.  I have 
had  also  many  cases  of  instruiirental  midwifery. 

Number  of  persons  attended  to  within  the  last 
three  years,  7,761.  The  diseases  generally  preva- 
lent were,  fevers,  inflammations,  dysentery  and 
dyspepsia. 

1831  1,100 

1832  1,200 

1833  1,303 

120  were  attended  at  their  own  houses. 

Sometimes,  but  without  my  knowledge,  ns  all 
such  cases  are  injurious  to  my  private  practice. 

None  to  our  knowledge. 

No. 

By  Mr.  'William  Harrington,  Druggist,  No.  17, 
Patrick-street,  Cork. 

By  contract  with  Mr.  Gosnell,  Druggist  in  Cork.  i 

By  a druggist  approved  of  by  the  Committee ; 
the  medicine  is  dispensed  by  the  pliysiciau. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 
1832  . £.149  11  0 1 £.  144  8 7 i 

1883  - - 143  6 4i|  128  15  1 j. 

SSNERAL  IIBAnS  OP  EXFEKDITORE. 

Salary,  Medicines,  Rent,  6ce. 

1831:  Expenditure: 

Rent,  Medicine  & Sundries  - 54I34\.-.,, 
TothePhyBiciau8cApothecary79  2 4J^'^^'°  ^ 
1832: 

Rent,  Medicine  & Sundries  - 63  1 4\, 
TothePhysician&Apothecary77  5 llj  ‘ ^ 

1833: 

Rent,  Medicine  & Sundries  52  17  Hi 
TolhoPhysician&ApolliecarylOS  14  l/"'^  ^ 

N.  B. — The  annual  salai  ics  are,  601.  to  the  phy- 
sician, and  401.  to  the  apethecary.  The  balance  due 
of  their  salaries  for  the  two  previous  years  was  partly 
liquidated  this  year  by  the  overplus  of  the  81. 14s.  Id. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1830  - - £.106  5 7 £.101  5 9 

1831  - - - 107  0 4 104  10  10 

1832  - - - 123  1 6 1 113  4 9 

GXHSRAL  HEAnS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1830.  1831.  1 1832. 

Salaries  £.79  6 6 79  6 1 94  2 7 

Medicine  11  19  3 12  14  9 | 8 12  2 

Rent  - 10  0 0 12  10  0 ( 10  10  0 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from  the 
Muaty  of  Cork  only. 

By  subscriptions,  fines  fi'om  petty  sessions,  and 
presentments  from  the  county  of  Cork  alone. 

Is  supported  by  r’oluntary  subscriptions,  and  a 
sum,  nearly  equal  m amount,  is  annually  preseuted 
' by  the  city  grand  jury. 

No,  as  dispcnaarics  are  at  present  regulated. 

We  cannot.  Tire  physician  and  committee  beg 
to  suggest  tbe  decisive  improvement  this  institution 
would  attain  by  tbcerectionof  an  bospital  attached 

The  residence  of  the  physician  within  the  district, 
and  the  dispensary  being  opened  every  day,  instead 
of  three  tiroes  a week,  having  been  required  during 
the  last  year  and  half,  api>ear  to  reniler  this  insti- 
tution as  efficient  for  the  relief  of  tbe  poor  as  at 
present  seems  to  be  necessarj’. 

0-5.  M 
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MUNSTER— Cork. 


Ballinspittle  Dispensary. 

BaJlyclough  Dispensary. 

Ballinahoy  Dispensary. 

CommitCee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

WiUiam  James  M‘  Comack,  Esq. , m.  d. 

jyilliam  Keily,  Esq.,  ai.  d. 

It  is  denominated  “ The  Ballinspittle,  Ballina- 
dee  and  Kilhrittain  Union  Dispensary,”  established 
in  the  year  1 830,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the 
sick  poor  of  this  district  medical  advice  and 
medicine  gratis. 

A local  dispensary,  establi^ed  in  August  1820. 

The  Ballinahoy  Dispensary,  established  in  Ane..., 
1823. 

The  parishes  of  Ringrone,  Templetrine,  Kilroan, 
part  of  the  parishes  of  Ballinadee,  Kilbritttun  and 
Rathclaren,  arc  included  in  the  district,  all  in 
same  county. 

Kinaale  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  SJ  miles, 
and  across  a ferry ; Innishannon  Dispensary,  6^ 
miles  ; Dandon  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital, 
7^  miles;  and  Timoleague  Dispensary,  9 miles. 

Ballyclough,  Castlemagncr,  and  a part  of  Clon- 
mecn,  in  same  county. 

Mallow  Infirmary  ; . Buttevant  Dispensary  and 
Fever  Hospital ; Kanturk,  Glauntane,  New- 
market, Freemount  and  Doneraile  Dispensaries. 

Part  of  the  parishes  of  Ballinahoy,  Dundetrow 
and  Waterfell. 

There  are  medical  institutions  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  at  Cork,  Douglas,  Carrigaline,  Kinalea 
Kinsale,  Innishannon,  Bandon  and  Inniscaira. 

There  is  none. 

No  hospital  or  infirmary  in  our  district 

There  is  not  any  hospital  within  my  district. 

There  is  a branch  dispensary  at  Kilhrittain,  about 
4 miles  ftora  Ballinspittle,*  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  of  that  neighbourhood,  where  the  physician  attends 
two  days  in  the  week,  for  which  he  receives  no  ^ditional 

isSOt  this  year. 

• The  physician  resides  at  Ballinspittle. 

I attend  one  dispensary  only,  one  mile  distant  from 
my  residence ; 60  f.  per  annum  salary.  I attend 
two  days  regtilar,  and  every  other  day  visiting 
patients  if  necessary. 

I attend  the  Ballinaboy  Dbpensary  only ; on  Sun- 
days, Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  at  1 1 o’clock,  a.  h,  • 
saiar)’,  60 1.  ’ 

In  all  cases  where  medical  or  sulcal  aid  is  re- 
quired, whether  at  the  dis])ensary,  or  at  the  houses 
of  the  patients,  the  physician  personally  attends. 

I do  consider  it  necessary. 

It  is  my  duty  to  attend  only  the  labourers,  and 
poor  tenants  of  subscribers,  and  subscribers  of  small 
sums  ; however,  I never  refuse  to  attend  the  very 
poor,  even  though  they  live  on  the  lauds  of  non- 
subscribers. 

A register  is  kept,  containing  the  names  and 
residences  of  patients,  date  of  admission,  by  whom  . 
recommended,  disease,  treatment,  result. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  cases,  and  their  ter- 
minations. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  the  names  of  jatients, 
the  date  of  their  admission  to  the  benefits  of  the 
institution,  their  age,  disease,  and,  when  it  can 
be  ascertained,  the  result  of  the  disease. 

1830  561 

1831  713 

1832  1,010 

2,274 

Diseases  ^-Amenonhceo,  anasarca,  aphtha,  ab- 
scess, anthraz,  asthma,  ascites,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Number  attended  at  dispensary  for  the  years 
1831,  1832  and  1833,  8,658.  Number  visited  at 
their  own  houses,  743. 

■ 

Some  instances  have  occurred,  hut  they  have 
beenveryfew,  It  is  ruled  by  the  comminee,  that  when 
such  coses  arc  recommendod,  they  are  to  bo  attended  to  in 
tho  Arst  instence,  and  then  are  to  be  referred  to  them  by 
the  plivsieian. 

Persons  in  good  circumstances  do  not  participate 
in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  except  in  coses  of 
accident. 

It  frequently  happens. 

They  have  been  hitherto  supplied  by  a dru^ist 
in  Cork,  hy  order  from  the  physician,  returned  to 
the  committee.  Mr.  Harrington  is  now,  and  has 
been  heretofore  the  druggist,  who  is  paid  by  tlie 
troasuier,  on  order  from  the  committee. 

Purchased  from  druggists  in  Cork. 

Tlie  medicines  are  supplied  by  contract,  by 
Mr.  Harrington,  Dru^ist,  Cork,  on  my  order. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

EcocipL  Expondilure- 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1832  • - 138  15  0 1 135  15  2 

1833  - - 134  13  6 | 136  12  8 J 

GENEKAL  HEADS  OP  £X?END1TUBE. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Salaries  -£.85  8 4 103  9 3i  108  0 0 
Rent  - --  768  800  800 

Medicine  - 27  10  6 23  15  2i  17  0 4 

Contingendcs39  13  7J  0 10  8 3 12  4J 

Subscription.  Presentment 

1831  .£.61  5 2 45  0 0 105  14  3 

1832  - 66  10  2 60  10  5 117  0 7 

1833  - 67  11  2 60  0 0 125  6 4^ 

GENEBAE  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITUBZ. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

M.dio;no  ,.ai  g,  „ J 3 ,J 

Attendance  J 

House-rent,  Stc.  14  2 9 9 13  0 10  2 9 

1831  - - 81  5 0 1 86  1 10 

GENEBAL  HEADS  OF  EXPEKDIIOBE. 

1830.  1831. 

Salary-  - - £.61  0 0 60  0 0 

■Medicine  - - - 16  1 4 14  1 10 

Attendant-  - - 8 0 0 8 0 0 

Rent  - - - - 4 0 0 4 0 0 

Sundries  - --  7 16  9J  — 

It  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and 
by  presentments  on  the  coimty  of  Cork  only. 

By  voluntary  contributbns,  and  a presentment 
from  county  of  Cork. 

By  subscriptions  and  presentments. 

No  alteration  in  the  mode  of  expenditure  of  the  jiX^Ou^ionmore  advama^"ou's  to  the  uoor 
funds  of  the  institution  could  possibly  benefit  it,  as  | ‘ f 

it  is  by  the  most  rigid  economy  that  the  necessary  expenses  are  regulated.  If  there  were  funds 
provided,  the  fitting  up  of  three  oi-  more  beds  in  the  dispensary  house  for  bad  fever  cases,  or  acci- 
dents of  a very  serious  nature,  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  poor  of  this  district, 

suiuble  cues,  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  the  sick  poor  of  the  district.  ’ ^ ’ 

An  increase  of  funds,  so  as  to  enable  the 
in  many  cases  to  bo  supplied  with  food  and  clotnw, 
would  be  desirable ; but  this  would  subject 
medical  officer  to  very  great  additional 
account  of  the  impositions  which  ivould  be  pi'ac  ^ 
on  Hm,  as  was  proved  at  the  Cork  Dispensary  us 
the  years  1826  and  1827. 
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Ballyneen  Dispensary. 


MUNSTER-Cork. 


Blarney  Dispensaiy. 


Camgalme  Dispensary. 


J.  H.  Jagoe,  Esq., 


Comroittee  and  Medical  Attendant. 


Henry  O'Srien,  Esq.,  m.  », 


llie  BaUjneen  Dispcn! 

1824;  to  this  institutio 
service.  The  object  is  t 
gicil  advice  and  assutanoe  to  p; 
JhI  by  subscribers. 


The  Blarney  Dispensary,  which  was 
>n  the  24th  May  1828. 


Carrigaline  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1813,  for  the  supply  of  niedicbes,  and  affording 
medical  aid  to  the  sick  poor. 


Kcaneigh,  Ballymoney,  Desertserges,  Murragh, 
KDciceu,  Kiiowen,  and  the  greater  part  of  Fan- 
lobta,  all  in  tliis  county. 


The  parishes  of  Garrj-cloyne  and  Grecagh,  part 
of  the  parishes  of  Inniacarra,  of  Killogiah^nore, 
Killograhanbeg  and  Whitechui'ch.  j 


The  parish  of  TempUbreda,  part  of  the  parish  of 
Carrigaline,  and  the  union  of  Tracton  Liscleary, 
ind  part  of  KillanuUy,  all  in  the  county  of  Cork. 


The  Duiunanway  Dispensary  is  about  5J  mdes, 
jnd  the  Bandon  Dispensary  and  House  of  RKOvery 
about  8 miles  from  Bahynecn. 


Cork  Disi>cusary  and  Hospitals  ; Donouglimore 
Dispensary ; Inniacarra  Dispensary ; Ovens  Dis- 
pensary, and  Cahinarra  Dispensaiy. 


Passage,  Kinnalea  and  Balliudrassig,  in  the  county 
Douglas,  and  Blackrock,  in  the  liberties  of  the  city 
of  Cork,  and  the  city  of  Cork  Dispensary. 


There  is  a dispensary  at  Dunmanway,  within  my 
district,  but  no  hospital  or  infirmary  ; the  salary 
of  the  medical  attendant  1 understand  to  be  701. 
peraanmn. 


No  hospital  or  infirmary  within  the  district. 


I reside  at  the  Ballyneen  Dispensary,  to  which 
poblic  establishment  I only  attend,  and  give  at- 
lendauce  daily  from  9 to  11  o'clock  a.  m.  ; the 
alary  at  present  is  70 1.  per  annum. 


1 attend  no  other. 


Certainly,  in  every  case  requiring  such  I do. 


I do ; according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 


There  have,  since  the  formation  of  this  institu- 
tion, been  kept  regiiters,  and  fi'om  referring  to 
them,  I feel  confident  in  saying  the  applications 
have  been  disposed  of  with  the  happiest  results. 


A regular  register  is  kept  of  the  name,  di 
and  age  of  each  patient,  and  by  whom  r 
mended. 


Our  year  commencing  in  March  and  ending  the 
March  following,  renders  it  impossible  to  make  out 
a statement  for  the  current  year  ; but  from  March 


No.  of 
Persons 
relieved. 


1,446  I 
1,848  I 
1,915  I 
; all  dispensary  retn 


here  were  5,487  relieved.  The  prev.aiJing  d 
ts  have  been  fevers  and  puimonary  complaint 


Very  frequently. 


The  rules  of  this  charity  direct,  that  none  but 
those  who  are  poor  by  reputation,  can  derive  any 
relief  therefrom. 


They  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Hemy  Belcher,  Drug- 
gist, &c.  Bandon,  as  ordered  by  me,  or  the  secretary 
to  this  dispensary. 


By  a Mr.  Hayes,  Dru^ist,  of  Cork,  who  has 
contracted  with  the  committee  to  supply  them  at 
the  moat  moderate  prices,  having  previously  ascer- 
tained the  prices  of  other  druggets. 


Medicines  are  supplied  by  the  Messrs.  Gnsiiell,  of 
Cork,  Druggists,  at  prices  regulated  by  coutiact. 


.1  -• 

Paid 

for 

Medicines. 

Adverrise- 

Stamps, 

printing 

Reports. 

1 

Total. 

£. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£. 

£.  s.  d. 

86 

11  14  7 

2 11  0 

103  5 7 

86 

12  0 8 

1 0 2 

102  0 10 

86 

8 119 

2 6 8 

3 

99  18  7 

258 

33  7 4 

5 17  10 

295  6 0 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

- £.156  8 0 £.194  0 0 

- - 132  10  6 204  - 0 0 

- - 143  6 0 159  0 0 


ine,  Rent,^  ^ 


134  0 0 
70  0 0 


85  0 0 
74  0 0 


58  7 0 
50  13  6 
63  16  6 


Disburse- 

ments. 


125  9 8 
90  16  0 
109  3 5| 


The  permanent  and  principal  items  of  expenditure 
are,  the  doctor's  salary,  cost  of  medicines,  and  rent. 


Supported  by  voluntary  subscription,  and  i 
toDual  presentment  frova  the  county  of  Cork. 


Supported  by  voluntary  contiibutions,  and  by 
presentment  granted  solely  from  the  county  of 
Cork. 


1 cannot,  the  funds  being  insufficient  almost  at 
to  meet  die  demands  for  their  usual  apph- 
ih^ij  1831,  from  the  estoblish- 

'"«de ; ?inco”lhBn”  their  presentro^^ 


0.5. 


When  sessions  courts  exist  within  the  district 
where  dispensaries  have  been  estabhshed,  it  is  a 
very  general  opinion,  that  sums  levied  in  these 
courts, hy  fines  or  otherwise,  mavbe  spplied  to  the  support 
of  these  charillei,  with  considerable  advantage  to  the  poor. 


We  cannot  suggest  any. 


of  these ch 
may  farther  state, 
ould  not  bare  beer 
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Castlemartyr  Dispensary. 


MUNSTER— Cork. 


Casflerto%vn  Roche  Dispensary. 


CharleviUe  and  Bmree  Dispensaries. 


}y.  G.  £o!Bes,  Esq. , Surgeon. 


S.  G.  Cooke,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 


John  Bernard,  Esq.,  jj.  d. 


Ca.stlemartj'r  Dispens.iry,  establislied  in  January 
1827,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  medical  aid  to  the 
poor,  and  supplying  them  \rith  medicine. 


Castletoivn  Roche  Dispensary,  established  Fe- 
bruary 10,  1810,  for  the  relief  of  the  side  poor 
rrithin  5 miles  round,  and  such  as  cannot  attend  to 
be  visited  at  their  houses. 


The  Caiarleville  Dispensary,  established  in  tt 
year  1810.  I am  also  an  assisting  medical 
to  a branch  of  the  Kiffinane  Dispensary, 
in  Kilmolloelt  in  1824.  lam  the  pSjSS 
ofiicer  of  the  Brnree  Dispensary,  estaffit 


The  district  includes  the  greater  part  of  se 
parishes,  and  a small  part  of  another,  all  in 
county  of  Cork. 


I cannot  accurately  state  the  number  of  parislie. 
but  as  those  institutions  extend  relief  to  a circle  of 
8 miles  at  least,  of  which  they  may  he  considered 
central  pomts,  the  pai'ishes  may  be  rated  at  least  as 
two  to  each  dispensary,  making  about  six  in  the 


Youghai  and  Middleton  Infirmaries  and  Fever 
Hospit^,  Youghai,  KiUeagh  and  Mount  Uniaoke, 
Cloyne,  Middleton  and  Aghada  Dispensaries. 


Mallo\v  Infirmary,  Fermoy,  Glenville,  Glen- 
woi-th,  Kildorrery,  Doneraile,  Buttevant  and  Ralh- 
cormac  Dispensaries. 


There  is  a dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Biit- 
tevant,  one  at  Doneraile,  and  one  at  Fieemoiint  in 
the  county  of  Cork.  There  is  one  at  Britff,  |md 
another  at  Kilfinane,  in  the  county  Linn 
quite  10  miles  distant  from  CharleviUe. 

I know  of  any  more. 


0 hospital  or  infirmary  witliiu  my  | la  Bruree  the  dispensary  is  connected  with  a small 
and  convenient  hospital,  built  for  permanent  use  af 
I the  time  the  cholera  raged  here.  A Dispenser  of 
medicines  always  lives  iu  tire  hospital,  and  receives  5f.  a year.  As  pliy- 
sician,  acconeheur  and  surgeon,  I receive  25 1.  a year. 


one  dispensary,  and  that  every  day.  I I attend  the  Cliarloville  Dispensary  every  day  at 
12;  on  two  days  of  each  allematc  weel:,' in  con- 
I junction  with  the  medical  attendant  of  the  Kilfioane 
Dispensary,  I attend  a branch  thereof  at  Kilmalloclt,  at  2 p.  m.  ; on  two  days  of  every 
week  I attend  at  Bi-uree,  at  2 r.  m,  I receive,  for  Chavlvillo  Dispensary,  601.  a year; 
for  KilmaUock,  201.  a year;  and  for  Bruree,  251.  a year;  making  for  all,  951.  a 


Yes,  in  all  cases. 

1 do  when  necessary. 

1 I do ; I consider  it  my  duty,  as  it  has  been  iny 
1 habit,  to  afford  medical  aid,  when  required,  at  tbe 
1 houses  of  the  poor,  and  to  perform  there,  when  re- 
1 quired,  both  surgical  and  obstetric  operatiom. 

Yes. 

i 

A registry  is  kept  now,  since  the  last  Cork  as- 

Such  a register  is  regularly  kept. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  since  the  1st  day 
af  January  1831,  to  this  day,  amounted  to  9,898. 

About  20  applicants  daily.  The  prevailing 
diseases  are,  fever',  pulmonary  attacks,  dj'sentery, 
colic,  scurvy,  &c.  &c. 

finone  Dispensary.  1 

1830  - - 

1831  - - 

1832  - - 

The  number  for 

5 diseases  wore  drop 
iring  amputations. 

CharleviUe. 

3,089 

2,059 

1,801 

Kilmallnck  is  inc 
fevers  and  dysenti 
sies,  severe  labcunt 

Bruree. 

1,410 

3,187 

1,171 

luded  in  the  Kil- 

reqniriiig  obstetric 

It  does  in  some  few  instances. 

It  is  not  intended,  but  there  is  no  institution 
without  some  abuse. 

Very  rarely. 

Paid  for  by  a managii^  committee,  ajipointed 
annu.'dly,  at  ageneral  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  dispensary,  but  ordered  and  procured  by  the 
medical  attendant,  who  produces  the  vouchers  for 
the  same  to  the  committee. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Gosnell, 
a Cork  druggist,  and  paid  for  by  the  dispensary 

From  a druggist,  on  the  order  of  a physician,  the 
expense  of  which  is  defrayed  out  of  the  funds. 

The  average  expenditure  for  the  last  thr  ee  years, 
for  medicines,  rent  and  attendance,  was  about,  for 
each  year,  2101.  The  death  of  the  late  Tre.asurer 
prevents  a more  accurate  return. 


Receipt. 

1831  £.  163  6 0 

1832  - 168  0 0 
Expenditure. 

1831  £.169  9 5 k 

1832  - 168  0 0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF 
EXPENDITURE  ! 

House-rent,  Medicine; 
and  Salary.  | 


‘-  - - 200  0 0 I 


1830  - - - 08  t 


By  private  subscriptions,  and  prose 


the  grand  jury  from  the  county  Cork  only. 


By  subscription,  and  county  presentment. 


Those  institutions  arc  supported  by  private  sub- 
scriptions, and  gi-.-md  jury  giants  of  equal  amount,, 
levied  on  the  eounty  wherein  the  disirensaiy  is 


I am  of  opinion,  that  should  any  surplus  remain, 
after  paying  the  physician’s  salary,  and  the  account 
for  medicine  and  house-rent,  it  would  be  well 
apply  it  for  tbe  purpose  of  procuring  nourishmi 
for  the  poor. 


in  general  peculiarly  beneficial  ic  the  pwr, 
3C  improved,  1st,  • 


medicines,  a small  hospital  to  re 

lalilied  to  praci‘— 

..le  for  each!  if. 
city  hospitals,  es 


;cESS 

,e*be”lhe  mJeTbu^^  ^ . 

.sSHsHsSSSHlSiii^ 


^emo5"api)SmngTfa™^t^X”’it'nLre™h™irnature‘^”xp^^^^ 

incuoveniem.taaccessible.ami  uidc-ly  scatie/cd  dwe/liiips,  wL’re  (he  ahrente  of  a local  gentry  presents  a faint  prospect  of  inoilicul  praclfcc^iid  creoles  a propcri 


opj’oii  his 
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MUNSTER-Cork. 


Clonakilty  Dispensary. 

Ciojue  Dispensary. 

Douglas  Dispensuaiy. 

JPilUam  jyii2ti<itt,Esq.  m.d. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Jitlius  B.  EvoTts,  Esq. 

Oooakilty  established  iu  1812. 

Cloyne  Local  Dispensary,  established  in  1817, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  medical  and  surgical 
relief  to  the  poor  in  the  district. 

Douglas  Dispensaiy,  established  February  1328. 

The  chief  jiart  of  seven  parialxes,  all  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  West  Riding. 

The  district  includes  two  parishes,  and  parts  of 
flve  adjoining  parisites,  ail  in  the  same  county. 

Chiefly  one  parisli,  but  small  portions  of  two 
other  parishes. 

K0S.S  Carbery  Dispensoi-y,  distant  6 miles. 
Tiinoleague  - - 5 „ 

Ballyncou  - - - - 8 „ 

Dunmamvay  - - - 9 „ 

Bandon  - - - - 10  „ 

A fever  hospital  also  at  Bandon. 

The  dispensary  and  infirmary  at  Cove ; the  dis- 
pensaiyand  infirmary  at  Middleton ; the  dispensa- 
ries at  Castle  Martyr,  Aghada  and  Killeagh,  are 
within  ten  mQes  of  Cloyne. 

There  are  two  disjiensaries  within  ten  miles, 
besides  the  different  charitable  medical  institutions 
in  the  city. 

The  Cloyne  Dispensary  is  the  only  establish- 
ment for  the  relief  of  tlie  sick  poor  within  this 
district.  Salary  80f.  perannum,  if  the  funds  will 
admit. 

There  is  but  the  one  dispeusaiyin  my  district. 

" . . i 

pons,  from  an  increase  in  the  disbursements, 
that  the  sura  remaining  in  the  treasurer’s  h; 
dispensary  is  open  for  the  reception  of  patiei 

I attend  the  Cloyne  Dispensary  only,  which  is  in 
the  populous  town  where  1 reside,  illy  salary  hat  ■ 
been  fixed  at  801.  a year;  hut  it  frequently  hap-  I 
owing  to  an  increased  number  of  applicants,  &c.,  { 
ands  ^Is  short  of  the  stipulated  amount,  ieaving  thi 
Its  every  day,  from  9 A.M.  till  12.  Cases  of  suddei 

The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant  is  70 1.  per 
annum.  I attend  no  hospitaler  infirmary.  Atten- 
dance is  afforded  three  days  in  tbe  week. 

j medical  officer  minus  by  so  much.  TTie 
a illness  or  accidents  are  attended  any  time. 

IVhen  the  patients  are  unable  to  attend  at  the 
dispensary,  I uniformly  make  it  a practice  to  attend 
(tipm  at  their  houses. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  give  my  attendance  in 
such  cases  in  person,  if  possible,  or  by  a quabfied 
assistant,  approved  of  by  tbe  commifree,  the  as- 
sistant  residing  in  tbe  dispensary,  and  bring  paid 
by  myself. 

Immediate  attendance  is  afforded  at  all  times 
whenever  necessary. 

I keep  a regular  registry  of  the  patients,  their 
residence,  age,  disease  and  treatment. 

A raster  bas  always  been  kept  at  tbe  dlspen- 
sary  for  the  insprcctiou  of  tbe  committee  and  sub- 
scribers.  The  book  b divided  into  columns, 
beaded  “ Current  Number,”  “By  whose  Order 
admitted,"  “ Name  and  Ageof Patient,”  “Place 
of  Residence,"  “ Time  of  Entrj’,”  “ Quality  of 
1 Dbease  or  Hurt,”  “Time  of  Recovery  or  Death," 
1 “ Remarks,”  &c. 

Such  a register  is  kept. 

The  average  nuniher  of  cases  for  this  period  have 
been  upwards  of  3,000  annually.  The  diseases 
were  principally  fevers,  dysenteries,  inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  pleurisies,  scrofula,  cutaneous  affec- 
ticms,  surgical  cases,  such  as  accidents,  operations, 
&c.  and  iiiidivifiny  requiring  surgical  aid. 

There  were  admitted  into  Cloyne  Dbpensary 
within  the  last  three  years  7,241  individuris,  who 
obtained  medical  or  surgical  aid.  The  prevalent 
diseases  during  that  period  were,  fevers  of  the  con- 
tinued and  intermittent  type,  pulmonary  diseases, 
bowel  complaints,  rheumatisms,  &c.;  ulcers  and 
abscesses,  contusions,  wounds  and  fractures,  were 
also  of  frequent  occurrence. 

The  number  relieved  during  the  last  three  years 
amounted  to  6,012.  Fevers,  diseases  of  the  chest, 
affections  of  tbe  stomach  and  bowels,  rheumatism, 
ague,  form  the  most  numerous  classes  of  disease. 

Never. 

It  too  often  occurs  that  such  persona  participate 
in  the  benefits  of  tbe  charity. 

This  does  not  occur  in  my  district. 

By  Cork  druggists. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  a druggbt  in ' 
Cork,  on  the  written  demand  of  the  medical  super- 
intendent, and  the  accounts  are  exanuned  annually 
by  tbe  committee.  Tlic  medicines  are  compounded 
and  dispensed  at  the  dispensary. 

The  medicines  arc  pnrclmscd  from  a druggist  at 
wholesale  prices,  and  compounded  by  the  medical 
attendant  as  well  as  prescribed. 

Receipt. 

1631  - - . £.113  1()  0 

1832  ...  II3  16  0 

1833  ...  118  19  0 

The  average  expenditure  for  medicines  is  20  f. 
por  annum ; and  in  numerous  cases  I have  supplied 
W and  other  nourishiaent  to  poor  patients,  of 
winch  I have  kept  no  account.  My  salary  is 
between  SOI.  an<190f.  peraumim. 

Balancein  Treasurer's  j 

Amountof  Subscriptions  I 
GruiidJuryPreseiilment  | 
Total  Rcceiiita  - £.  f 

1S31. 

7 16  3 

' 26  19  91 
M4  19  OJ 

0 2 7 
68  13  0 ; 
GS  0 0 1 

71  3 0 
65  0 0 
136  3 0 

Receipt  for  the  last  three  years,  329 1. 

Tbe  medical  attendant’s  salary,  the  medicines 
and  tbe  rent  of  the  dispensary,  with  a few  very 
minor  matters  coiisiuned  tha  entire  sum. 

Medicines  - . - 

Salary  of  Medical  Su-1 
periutendent  -f 

Lard,  PrinriugAtaropsi 
and  Sundries  - -] 

Total  Expenditure  £, 

[48  1 EA 
10  0 0 
2 8 9 
80  0 0 

43  6 G 

75  13  3J 
3 3 6J 

51  0 1} 
to  0 0 

1 16  7 

2 11  0> 

144  16  131  0 7 |136  3 OJ 

By  voluiitaiy  contributions  and  giaiid  jury  pre- 
•entments  in  county  Cork. 

Supported  by  subscription,  and  presentment 
from  the  grand  jury  of  this  county  only,  the  sub- 
scriptions being  generally  more  than  the  present- 

By  voluntary  siihfcrptiou,  aided  by  a present- 
ment from  tluf  city  of  Cork  grand  jury. 

of  this  dispensary  are  too  limited  to 
»«..  .?,’S  ?heradon  IVom  the  present  praclice ; but  if  they 
fever  and  surgical  ward  altachcd  lu  the 
PDsiry  uuold  be  extremely  benencial,  more  especially 
me  County  Infirmary  at  Mallow  is  40  miles  dislaiil,  and 
diiiinceofien'ra”*”*"'  the  West  Riding  atBaudon,a 

O-5. 

Tlie  only  suggestion  I can  offer  is,  that  if  the 
funds  were  strictly  confined  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor  or  working  class,  whom  I consider  tbe  Icgiiimaie 
objecu  of  ihc  ebarity,  the  commitlee  would  be  thereby  t 
clodiing  and  other  necessaries.  But  to  enable  the  comm 
1 he  neecssary  that  they  should  receive  an  additional  aunuai ; 
jsoftumeiias  to  justify  them  in  sppioprialiog  such  adcUlii 
N 

I do  not  think  that  any  changes  for  the  better 
, could  be  made  with  tbe  funds. 

'st 

:raiit  from  iba  grand  juiy,  and  also  diet  the  law  tboold  bo 
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SUPPLEMENT  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  0/ COMMISSIONERS 


MUNSTER— Cork. 


Cork  General  Dispensary. 

Cioolcstown  Dispensary. 

Donoughmore  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Secretary  and  Medical  Attendant. 

T.  Godfren,  Esq.  M.n. 

The  Cork  General  Dapensary  and  Humane 
Society,  established  in  1787. 

The  Crookatown  Dispensary,  established  b the 
year  1827, 

The  MagourneyaudDonoughmoreDispetisarics- 

Magonrney  established  b 1825,  Donoughaor^ 
1819,  to  relieve  the  poor  labouring  under  indispo. 

Seven  parishes,  all  in  the  County  of  the  City  of 
Cork. 

There  are  three  parishes,  and  parts  of  three 
others,  all  b the  county  of  Cork. 

Magourney,  Donoughmore,  and  part  of  AgU- 
bologue.  “ 

The  Fever  Hospital,  which  receives  the  most  of 
its  patients  through  the  Cork  Uispensary  phy- 
sicians, who  are  virtually  inepectors  for  it.  The 
hospital  attached  to  the  House  of  Industry,  which  ! 
only  receives  inmates  of  that  institution.  The 
Strand,  Glanmire,  Dougias,  Black  Rook  Blar- 
....  r',rri.TT'qv#*r  Rnllinahov.  PassatTC.  Carriffoline. 

There  are  five  dispensaries  and  one  infirmary. 
Donoughmore,  Watergrasshill. 

Iniscarra  and  Macroom. 

There  are  two  infirmaries  within  the  district,  None, 

which  dispense  medicbes  to  those  only  who  are  able  1 _ , , • 

to  attend  these  institutions,  their  medical  staff  never  visiting  patients  at  their  own  houses,  as  the  physr 
they  are  called  the  North  and  South  Infirmaries.  In  the  North,  the  two  physicians  and  senior  aurget 
l.minr  siircrenn  Is  pratuitous.  In  the  South,  there  are  three  physicians  and  two  surgeons  who  receive  no 

No. 

cians  of  this  establishment  duly  do : 
m get  201.  each  per  annum.  The 

The  physicians  are  not  permitted  to  attend  any  No. 
other  charitable  medical  institutions,  excepting  the 

lying-in  Hospital,  to  which  two  of  this  staff  give  1 _ _ 

their  gratuitous  services : we  attend  every  day.  The  three  senior  physicians  get  30 1.  each  per 
annum,  the  two  next  get  25 1 each  per  annum,  and  the  two  junior  get  noth^.  The  apothecary 
TOtq  1 fl.’i  1.  T.»r  annum,  with  a residence,  and  some  emoluments  from  apprentices. 

Yes,  three  miles;  SOL,  for  one,  701.  fertile 
other ; three  days  b the  week  to  each. 

We  consider  it  our  duty  to  give  our  persond 
attendance  on  all  occasionB  when  required  by  suh- 
Bcribeis. 

Immediately,  when  required. 

Yes. 

A regular  registry  is  kept  of  every  patient ; viz. 
the  name,  age,  residence,  by  whom  recommended, 
the  attendmg  physician,  disease  and  result,  as  Hr 
as  that  result  con  be  obtuned. 

There  is. 

Yes;  some  cured,  relieved  and  dead. 

Patients  treated  m 1831  • 10,890 

„ 1832  - 13,062 

„ 1833  - 12,062 

Tlie  diseases  were  catarrhal,  pleuritic,  prisical, 
hepatic,  rheumatic,  hooping  cough,  croup,  scarle- 
tina  and  measles. 

The  number  of  patients  average  within  the  last 
three  years  about  1,200  a year.  They  consist  of 
medical,  surgical  and  midwifery  cases. 

From  the  I2th  of  April  to  20th  of  November 
1833,  1,136  patients  have  been  admitted  to  the 
Donoughmore  Dispensary  \ prior  to  my  appoint- 
ment, no  hooks  have  beM  kept  b this  establish- 

From  the  extent  of  the  City,  it  is  impossible  that  the  siib- . 
scriber  can  in  all  cases  he  acqnamled  with  the  patients  they 

One  of  our  hye-laws  expresdy  prohibits  it ; but 
meilicdmenincharp;  of  hospitals  aro  easily  and  frequently 

iVom  receiving  its  benellts. 

It  docs. 

The  medicbes  are  supplied,  under  contract,  by 
a whcdesalc  dru^st  b the  city. 

By  a chemist  and  druggistb  Cork, 

Mr,  Hayes. 

Expenditure. 

1831  - - £.838  15  7 

1832  - - 724  4 10 

1833  - - 688  15  lOj 

£.2,25!  16  Si 

The  subscriptions  are  very  small  for  so  large  a 
district,  .amounting  to  from  50 1.  to  60 1.  per  an- 
num, and  there  is  a deficiency  this  year  of  about 
1 0 f.  which  is  deducted  from  the  physician’s  salary. 
It  is  owbg  to  the  greater  number  of  patients  re- 
qubing  relief  last  year. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - £.108  2 0 j £.105  3 4 

1831  - 90  16  6 1 101  0 0 

1832  - 108  16  0 1 109  5 Hi 

GENXJIAL  HEADS  OF  EXPZNDITDRE. 

1830.  1831.  1832. 

Salary  - £.70  0 0 70  0 0 70  0 0 

Medicbe  27  10  4 24  10  0 29  S Hj 

Contingencies  7 13  0 9 10  0 9 17  0 

Supported  by  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  a 
presentment  from  the  City  grand  jury,  not  exceed- 
ing  the  amount  of  voluut^  contribution. 

Supported  by  subsciiptions  from  the  neighbour- 
bg  gentry  and  landlords,  and  an  equal  gum  from 
the  county  grand  jury  by  presentment. 

By  presentment,  and  subscriptions  obiabed  in 
one  county. 

With  our  limited  boome,  which  is  bsufficient 
for  our  current  expenses,  and  debars  us  not  only  from 
adequately  remunerating  our  physicians,  hut  obliges 
us  to  accept  the  services  of  two  of  them  gratuitousdy; 
wc  deeply  regret  that  from  tbs  cause  we  cannot 
suggest  any  dteratiun. 

The  only  suggestion  I can  make  is,  that  I think 
if  each  parish  was  taxed  to  support  its  own 
sick  poor,  that  it  would  be  very  beneficial,  and 
proper  food  might  then  be  obtained  for  those  who 
Inquire  it. 

I cannot,  as  those  institutions  axe  conducted  a* 
present. 
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for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 
MUNSTER— Cork. 


Freemount  Dispensary. 


Glandore  Dispensary. 


John  B.  Bennett,  Esq. 


Thomas  Ahern,  Esq.  s 


TLeDonmanway Dispensary;  it  w 
on  its  present  plan  in  July  1828. 


The  dispensary  of  which  I am  the  physician  is 
denominated  the  Freemount  Dispensary.  There 
is  no  infirmary  or  hospital  in  my  district ; only 
one  dispensary  under  my  care,  established  in  March 
1832. 


The  institution  under  my  care  is  called  the  Glan- 
dore  Dispensary;  lalso  attend  at  Castletownsend, 
rhere  a branch  dispensary  exists.  The  Glandore 
•as  founded  in  181(>. 


1-  There  are  six  parishes  in  my  district,  all  in  the  There  are  four  lai^c  and  populous  parishes  in  my 
i'l  same  county.  district,  and  they  are  all  within  the  county  of  Cork. 


Parts  of  ■viz.  Fanlobbus,  Kilmeen,  Kil- 
michad,  Drinagh,  Dromaleague  and  Ballymoney, 
jH  in  the  county  Cork. 


Six  miles  to  the  east  is  the  Balliueen  Dispensary ; 
there  is  no  medical  cliaritable  institution  within  ten 
miles  in  any  other  direction. 


Newmarket  Dispensary  is  seven  miles  distant ; 
Kantui'k  Dispensary  about  the  same  distance ; and 
the  Chai'leviUe  one  about  miles. 


The  Rosscarbery  Dispensary  is  five  miles  to  tbi 
east,  and  the  Skibbereen  Dispensary  six  miles  t 
the  west  of  mine. 


or  infirmary  within  my  district ; neither  is  there 
an  hospital  or  infirmary  nearer  than  the  County 
Infirmary  at  Mallovr,  1 8 miles  distant. 


There  is  no  infirmary  or  hospital  within  my  dis- 
trict, and  the  County  Infirmary  is  at  the  distance  of 
40  miles,  at  Mallow ; a case  is  never  sent  6om  my 


I only  attend  one  dispens.ary.  I reside  in  a house] 
attached  to  the  dispensary.  I attend  three  days . 
each  week  ; my  salary  is  80 1.  per  annum. 


I attend  at  the  Castletownsend  Dispensaiy', 
which  is  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  firom  Glandore. 
The  Glandore  is  attended  on  four  days  in  the  week ; 
the  Castletownsend  on  two ; and  the  salary  for 
both  is  70h 


The  bye-laws  of  my  dispensary  require  mi 
attend  all  medical,  surgical  and  obstetric  case 
the  recommendation  of  a subscriber  of  one  gv 
a year ; but  if  urgent  cases  occur,  I require  ni 


A register  is  kept  of  of  the  names  and  diseases  of 
tie  patients ; but  in  the  dispensary  practice  of  an 
extenave  district,  it  is  often  impossible  to  ascertain 
tie  result. 


There  is  a registry  kept  of  all  cases,  including  the 
names  of  the  patients,  by  whom  recommended,  the 
diseases,  treatment  and  result. 


There  is  a regular  register  kept  in  which  all  ct 
are  entered ; hut  as  patients’  fiiends  seldom  rep 
either  deaths  or  recoveries,  it  is  impossible  to  si 
the  result  satisfactorily. 


TotaL 
6,171 

2,028  ' - - - 
I here  classed  amongst 


Three  thousand  patients  have  been  attended  at 
the  dispensary  and  their  houses  since  March  1832. 
The  principal  diseases  ■were,  fevers,  pleurisies, 
dropsies,  diseases  of  the  skin,  labour  cases,  feac- 
tures,  dislocations,  dyspepsia,  rheumatism,  &c. 


Tire  number  of  cases  treated  annually  is  about 
2,600,  and  every  variety  of  disease  has  prevailed, 
but  most  generally  diseases  of  the  stomach  fi  om  had 
diet,  and  surgical  cases  produced  by  neglected  sores. 


Tills  unavoidably  ocerris  sometunes,  but  it  is 
ta  abuse  that  is  guarded  against  as  much  as  pos- 


No  person  is  attended  or  recommended  ti 
charity  who  is  able  to  pay  for  medicine  or  medical 


■Very  frequently;  dispensary  attendants  are  so 
much  in  the  power  of  local  subscribers,  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  refuse  the  applications  of  even  comfort- 
able persons  when  backed  by  a subscriber’s  ticket. 


re  purchased  from  a druggist  in  Cork, 
ut  of  the  general  fimds  of  the  instd- 


The  medicines  are  purchased  at  a druggists  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  paid  for  out  of  the  funds  of  the  in- 
stitution, by  the  treasurer,  half  yearly. 


Expenditure. 
£.171  16  n 

332  - 167  2 6 I 141  17  6§ 

333  - 129  6 04  1 122  19  0 

SXKEBAL  HEASS  OF  EXPENDITUKE. 


The  annual  amount  of  subscriptions  .about  75 !. 
The  annual  grand  jury  presentaients,  507.  The 
entire  expenditure  on  medicines,  physician’s  salary, 
house-rent  fur  physician’s  residence  and  dispen- 


Salaries  £.100  0 0 
Medicine  66  0 44 
Rent  and!  ,, 
Sundries) 


48  16  94 
18  1 10 


Annual  receipt  and  expenditure  amounts  to  1201. 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

Salary  - - - £.70  0 0 

Medicine  - - - 30  0 0 

Rent  ...  20  0 0 

Secretar  y’s  expenses  and  stationery  are  supplied  by 
fines  from  pet^  sessions,  about  6 1.  aunualJy. 


By  voluntary  suhsoriptious,  and  presentments 
ftom  the  county  Cork  only. 


It  is  supported  hy  subscriptions  from  the  reddent 
and  absentee  proprietors,  and  by  an  annual  present- 
ment from  tlie  coun^  of  Cork  grand  jruy  only. 
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Glantaire  Dispensary. 

Glanmire  Road  Dispenaaryr 

Glauntaiie  Dispensaiy. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Thomas  Justice,  Esq.,  m.d. 

The  Glaumire  Dispeusary ; to  give  medical  and 
surgical  aid  to  the  sick  poor  within  a circumference 
of  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  i estabMied  in  1807. 

Glaomii'C  Road  Dispensary ; established  October 
the  8th,  1831,for  the  relief  of  the  poor ; nootlier 
under  ray  charge. 

Glauntane,  and  ^lo  other;  established  in  T.,«= 
1826.  ““ 

Four  entire  parishes,  Rathdowney,  Caherlog,  Little 
Island  and  Brooklodge,  the  greater  part  of  two, 
Templeiskey  and  Carringtohifi,  all  in  the  county 
Cork. 

class  reside.  In  the  other  is 

The  greater  proportion  of  two  extensive  parishes,  Only  parish  of  Kilshamug,  and  in  same  county, 
in  one  of  which  are  two  shipwrights  dock  vairis,  i' 

giving  employment  thr  oughout  the  year'  to  marry 
hundred  persons,  where  accidents  continually  occur, 
together  with  a fishery,  where  many  of  the  poorer 

a village  thickly  inhabited  by  the  lower  order  of  people,  both  in  the  same  county. 

The  city  of  Cork,  withinfour  miles ; Cove,  nine 
miles  j Middleton,  nine  miles ; Wateigrasshill,five 

Two  other  dispensaries,  Glartmire  and  Dtmbul- 
log,  together  with  the  city  hospitals. 

County  Infirmary  Ballyclough,  Kanturk  and  Do- 
noughmore  Dispensaries. 

No. 

There  is  not. 

No. 

1 do  not. 

^ None  but  Glauntane, which  allows  lOOZ.pcrmninu 
for  medical  attendance,  and  requires  .attendance  for 
two  hours  on  three  daj^  in  the  week,  .and  on  the  hi- 
, termediate  days  in  urgent  or  sudden  eases. 

I have  no  assistant,  and  must  comply  with  the 
order  of  a subscriber,  if  ^ordiug  to  rule ; or  should 
the  case  be  urgeut,  I seldom  wait  an  order. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  give  my  personal  attend- 
ance in  all  cases  at  the  houses  of  those  unable  to 
attend  at  the  dispensary,  which  is  open  from  9 tiU 
12  o’clock  every  alterrrate  day  ■,  the  entire  medical, 
surgical  and  compounding  department  of  which  is 
conducted  by  myself  alone. 

Yea. 

I have  kept  a list  for  the  1 5 years  1 am  in  charge, 
stating  names,  age,  disease,  by  whom  recommended, 
cured,  visited,  died,  relieved  or  incurable. 

A register  is  kept,  statir^  the  date  of  admission, 
the  name,  lecomnjerjdation,  age,  disease,  restdetree 
and  resrrlt  of  the  cose  of  each  applicant  for  relief, 

Yes ; aud  a return  tliereof  made  annually  to  the 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county. 

Cured.jDied.  « | | ||  5 S g|  Total. 

bu  been  Ur  operation,’ there  were  admittetUn  the  books,— 

1830  - - - 1,640 

1831  - - - 1,878 

1831  3,187j  82  57  | 27  68  193  3,599 

I 1 reheve? 

PrintnpaDy  febrile  diseases  and  affections  of  stomach 

1633  3,18l!  54  41  1 17  51  193  3,537 

Epidemics  have  been  less  frequent  for  the  last  four 
years  than  the  previous  ten. 

2,213  1,215  3,428  | 3,412  16. 

Fevers,  rheumatisms,  innammatioas  of  the  head,  chest  and  a 
are  the  general  medical  diseases  treated  i surgical  diseases  of 
appeared,  and  visited  our  ncigbbouriiood  with  extreme  seve 

atfSods 

Veryofteuheretofore  ; but  now,  by  a ride  allow- 
ing subscribers  of  5s.  6d.  and  10*.  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  a (lispensaiy  patient.  Such  occurrences 

Never. 

Persons  holding  small  lots  of  ground,  who  aretub- 
seribers  to  the  institution,  conceive  themselves  en- 
titled to  receive  medical  assistance  and  inedicinca 
for  themselves  and  families. 

From  a druggist,  Mr.  Harrington,  17,  Patrick- 
street,  Cork. 

Out  of  the  funds  of  the  institution,  by  Messrs, 
GosneU  & Son,  North  Muin-straet,  Cork,  wholesale 
Dru^ists,  at  wholesale  prices,  and  compounded  by 
the  medical  attendant,  whereby  a considerable 
saving  is  afforded  tlie  institution 

Out  of  the  general  fund  at  druggist's  price  from 
an  apothecary's  establishment  in  ike  neighbouring 
town  of  Slakow. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

Receipt.  [ Expeuditure. 

Receipt.  1 Expeedifure. 

. Subacri|)tion.  Prcseutmt. 

1381  rf.93  3 6 75  0 0 148  0 3 

1832  - 94  3 6 90  0 0 loy  5 9J 

1833  - 93  12  6 80  0 0 150  I 11 

1333  - 84  14  0 1 92  11  6 

GENEUAl  HEACS  OF  EXPENDlTUllE. 

1832.  1833. 

Salary  - -£.85  0 0 85  0 0 

Medicine  - - 13  19  2 6 18  2 

Fitting  up  shop  - 12  12  9 

Sundries  - - 251  -13  4 

1831  - 139  6 2 134  11  5 

1832  - 123  19  0 I 124  9 11 

GENEEAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDIWEE. 

1830.  1831.  1832. 

0 0 100  0 0 100  0 0 
Medicine  . 29  0 0 24  11  5 15  9 U 

Rent  and  I 15  qO  10  00  900 

Incidents  | 

By  subacriptions,  and  pmsentment  from  one 
county. 

Supported  by  yearly  subscriptions  from  the  re- 
spectable inliabitants  uf  the  vicinity,  and  an  annual 
presentment  from  the  city  grand  jury.  ' 

By  privab  subscriptions,  and  presentment  only 
from  same  county. 

No. 

I do  not  think  that  any  other  appropriation  of' 
the  funds  could  render  tlie  iustitutioa  more  bene- 
ficial to  the  poor  than  that  of  their  present  appli- 

Not  in  our  own  funds,  being  small ; but  in  cases 
where  tlie  diseases  of  the  poor  ai'ise  from  or  are  10- 
creaseil  by  want  of  proper  clothing,  ivc  regret  not 
having  sufficient  funds  to  procuto  warmer  clotiungi 

which,  iu  our  opinion,  would  contribute  to  render  the 

medicine  moro  efficient  for  the  rehef  of  the  poot- 
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Glanvrortli  Dispensary. 


Gleiiville  Dispensary. 


Inniscai'ra  Dispensary. 


TLs  union  of  Glanworth  and  the  parish  of  Dim-  I Three;  yes. 
oalion,  in  the  county  of  Cork  only.  j 


Inniscarra  Di9]>eusary ; no  other. 


There  is  a Fever  Hospital  and  Di8peD8.-iry  at  Three  dispensaries  within  tt 
Ferinoyi  and  a Dispensary  at  Kilworth,  Castletown 
Roche,  Kildorrery  and  Slitchelstown. 


Mi^ourney,  Doroughmore,  Blarney,  Ovens ; 
besides  those  in  the  City  of  Cork,  which  is  distant 
eight  miles. 


The  physician  also  attends  Kildorrery,  and  pays  No. 
an  asastaut.  He  resides  at  one  dispensary,  and  is 
requited  to  attend  two  days  in  the  week  at  the  other; 
but  generally  attends  three  days,  and  as  often  at 
Ollier  times  as  is  necessary.  The  phyeician’saalavy  at  Kildor- 
reiy  is  601.  per  annum,  and  at  Glanworth  401.  per  annum. 

Yes,  whenever  the  case  requires  it.  I Yes. 


But  one.  I reside  in  the  dispensary  house,  in 
the  centre  of  my  district.  I am  required  to  attend 
three  days  in  die  week,  but  do  not  limit  my  at- 
tendance to  this  when  occasion  demands.  Salary 
68 1.  per  annum. 


Such  a register  is  kept  at  both  dispensaries. 


Tlie  number  relieved  within  the  last  thiee  years  For  the  last  three  years  there  were  3,632  re 
has  been  about4, 600.  The  general  diseases  in  the  lieved,  as  will  appeal'  by  the  annual  returns  ti 
district  have  been  fever,  pneumonia,  dysentery,  grand  jury. 

D»turolsiua]l-pox,influenta,  dyspepsia  and  hepatitis, 
la  1832  cholera  prevailed  with  fatal  effects. 


Occasionally,  in  consequence  of  the  diatauce  of  No. 


The  medicines  arc  paid  for  by  die  funds  of  the  j 
dispensary,  and  supplied  by  Mr.  M'Namam,  Dn^-  I 


Yes,  sometimes  by  imposition ; the  cases  are  not 
numerous,  and  when  discovered,  ore  refused  further 
relief  from  the  public  fund. 

rist,  who  is  paid  out  of  the  funds.  By  Gosnell  ScSon,  Apothecaries  and  Diu^sts, 

North  Main-street,  CorL 


Besides  the  above  sums,  there  was  200 1.  placed 
hf  Goveroiucnt  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  choleia  expenses,  and  the  Board  is  still 

‘iiont201.  in  debt. 


Supportedby  private  subscriptions  and  donation 
ilw  by  presentments  from  tbe  county  of  Cork. 


j By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  of  the  grand 

I juvj'  of  tbe  county  of  Cork. 


Medicines  - 34  16  3 39  4 8.J  43  7 llj 
a 9 u s 0|  3 11  4; 

By  vuluntary  contributions,  aided  by  an  annual 
grant  from  tbe  county  Cork  grand  jury. 


e of  funds  would  be  very  The  funds  of  the  institution  are  not  sufficient 
to  procure  a proper  nurse-tender,  diet  or  drink. 
Previous  to  my  appointment  to  the  dispens.iry  in 
the  year  1828,  the  institution  owed  a sum  of  80/. 
to  the  druggist,  it  is  now  gradually  clearing  off 
that  debt,  the  apothecary  being  dischai|;ed,  and 
both,  duties  being  performed  by  myself, 
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InnishaDnon  Dispensary. 

Kanturk  Dispensary. 

Kildorrery  Dispensaiy. 

Richard  Corbett,  Esq.  m.d. 

Gerard  P.  Barry,  Esq.  m.d. 

Medical  Attendant. 

The  limishannon  Dispensary. 

The  Kanturk  Dispensary  ; it  is  under  ray  su- 
perintendence for  four  years,  and  1 believe  it  has 
beau  established  about  20  years. 

Kildorrery  Dispensaxy. 

Six  parishes,  and  part  of  a seventh,  all  situate 
in  tlie  county  of  Cork. 

Eight  parishes,  ail  in  same  county. 

m.  yjri.1,.  .f  Frihr,  Kiiw 

and  Natluasli,  also  Carngdownan.  ‘ 

Kinsale,  Ballinspittle,  Bandon,  Dunderrow, 
Ovens,  IniUBcarra. 

Mallow  (in  which  is  the  County  Infirmary), 
Ballyclough,  Buttevant,  Glauotane,  Millstreet, 
Newmarket  and  Freemount. 

Doneraile,  Mittdielstown  and  Gianworth) 

There  is  no  medic.tl  charity  in  my  district. 

None. 

1 

! 

1 only  attend  the  one  above  specified. 

I attend  only  one.  which  is  in  the  town  I re- 
side ; my  salary  is  40 1.  per  annum  ; the  apothe- 
cary’s is  20 1,  The  di^ensary  is  open  for  three 
(lays  in  the  week,  for  three  hours  each  day  ; pa- 
tients unable  to  attend,  are  visited  at  their  houses  c 
days,  within  a circuit  of  three  miles  from  the  dispei 

The  Physician  attends,  and  pays  an  asrisfant; 
he  attends  three  days  in  the  week  at  Glaaworlh. 

m the  intervening 

Most  assuredly. 

Certainly,  in  all  cases  of  emergency,  and  at  any 
hour,  when  the  patient  is  in  limited  circumstances, 
though  not  recommendixl  by  a subscriber. 

Whenever  cases  require  it. 

I keep  a registry  of  all  cases  attended,  with  the 
name,  age,  re»dence,  disease,  date  of  admission,  and 
bv  whom  recommended,  and  attach  to  each  the 

A report  is  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  bearing 
an  account  of  the  age,  disease,  &c.  &c.  of  each 
patient  recommended  by  a subscriber.  From  the 
difficulty  of  paupers  obtaining  recommendations, 
owing  to  few  subscribers  residing  in  the  town,  such 
persons  arc  prescribed  for,  but  the  names  of  such 
persons  who  aie  providcxl  with  tickets  are  alone 
recorded  in  the  dispensary  books. 

A regular  register  is  kept  at  the  dispensarj’. 

4,338  cases.  Eacli  season  seems  to  me  to  pro- 
duce disease  peculiar  to  itself;  but  the  most  general 
disease  is  dyspepsia,  and  various  diseases  of  the 
stomach  also  prevailed ; affections  of  the  lungs  and 
lining  membrane  of  the  chest  'pleurisy)  measles, 
hooping-cough,  small-pox,  simple  fever,  cholera, 
and  many  surgical  cases;  but  not  extensively, 

6,540 ; fevers,  inflammations  of  the  head,  chest 
and  abdominal  cavity,  venereal  affections,  mid- 
wifery cases,  dislocations,  fractures  and  surgical 
operations. 

Tlie  number  relieved  within  the  last  three  yean 
have  been  about  12,000;  the  general  diseases  in 
the  district  have  beenfever,  pneumonia,  dysentery, 
natural  small-pox,  influenzas,  dyspepsia,  anil  he- 
patitis. In  1833  cholera  prevailed  with  fatal 
effect. 

It  1ms  occurred,  and  was  becoming  an  abuse, 
until  the  eominittco  of  the  dispensary  within  the 
last  -five  years  prevented  it,  by  passing  a resolution 
on  the  sutiject. 

In  some  instances,  though  very  rarely,  all  pub- 
lic institutions  being  unavoidably  subject  to  a 
portion  of  abuse. 

Scarcely  ever,  except  in  cases  of  peculiar  emer- 
gency. 

By  Mr.  Harrington,  Druggist,  Cork,  on  the 
order  of  thephyacian,  sanctioned  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  medicine,  previously  to  its  being 
transmitted  to  the  druggist,  has  the  treasurer’s 
signature  affixed ; the  amount  is  disclmrged  out 
of  the  funds  in  his  hands. 

Purchased  for  the  use  of  the  dispensary  from  the 
best  druggist  in  (Ztork. 

Receipt  and  expenditure  for  three  years, 
355  Z.  15  s.  6i}ri.  The  general  heads  of  e.xpendi- 
turc,  physician’s  salary,  porter’s  salary,  house-rent, 
medicine,  coal,  &c.  There  was  a deficiency  in  phy- 
sician’s salary  in  each  of  those  years. 

RXCEIPT. 

1831  ...  £.93  18  11 

1832  - ■ - - 83  !6  0 

1833  . . - f)3  8 3 

£.271  2 2 

GENERAI.  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 
Surgeon’s  Salary,  at  40 1.  p’  annum  .£.  1 20  0 0 
Apothecary,  at  207.  - - - 60  0 0 

Rent  of  Dispensary,  at  7Z.  7 s.  p’ ann.,  22  1 0 
Dru^ist’s  Bill,  including  Stationery  "I  oq  , g 
and  other  incidental  Expenses  - / ^ 

£.271  2 2 

1830 

1831 

1832 

i 

1 EXrENDITURE. 

1830  £.122  16  2 1 

1831  - 128  3 6i  1 

1832  - 126  13  2 

£.384  12  91  ' 

. £.132  18  0 
- 130  10  0 

. 138  3 0 

£.401  11  0 

Balineeinhaudf.3  I 10 
Ditto  • - 6 8 4i 

Ditto  - - ifils  n 

It  is  supportefl  by  voluntary  contributions,  and 
a presentment  off  the  county  Cork  only  each  year. 

By  private  subscriptions  collected  from  gentry 
resident  in  the  vicinity,  from  non-residents  pos- 
sessing property  here,  when  a sum  similar  in 
amount  is  olitaiueU  by  grand  jury  preseutaumt  at 
spring  assizes. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  by  presentraenO 
from  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork. 

I think  hospital  accommodation  should  be  pro- 
cured in  every  district,  or  an  hospital  for  three  or 
four  contiguous  districts,  or  if  the  funds  would  not 
admit  of  the  foianer,  and  indeed  in  few  instances  I 
believe  the  expense  could  he  afforded,  a soup-shop  and 
he  d!!?o ’ihriiie'aife  ^ n'''nh^  ’ ''’’"’’rS  (bed-clothes 

unfortunately,  there  are  numbere  of  persons  whose  bSeVofS 

The  fivnds  me  too  limited  to  support  an  infir- 
mary capable  of  holding  12  beds,  which  should  be  : 
attached  to  each  dispensary.  Under  existing  circrv 
the  funds  could  be  more  appropriately  applied  for  ti 

particularly,)  to  be  lent  to  the  porsoni  timing  disease.  In  n 
;e,  if  the  governors  of  dispensaries  would  land  more  of  thi 
ice  exlcnds  merely  to  Iheit  giving  their  money,  and  never  im 

No. 

msfanees,  I do  not  conceive 
le  relief  of  the  poor. 

ay  humble  opinion,  a great  deal  could 
nr  personal  aid  to  the  plijsician;  but, 
luiringhow  it  is  expended. 
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KUmore  Dispensary. 

Killeagh  and  Mount  Uniacke  Dispensary. 

Kilwoith  Dispeusaiy. 

Charles  Armstrong,  Esq. 

— 

— 

The  Kilmore  Dispeosiuy. 

The  Killeagh  and  Mount  Uniacke  Dispensary, 
established  ISth  April  18S2. 

1 The  dispensary  which  I attend  is  called  the 
Kilworth  Dispensary,  is  situated  in  the  town  of 
1 Kilworth,  and  was  established  in  1 816. 

Oae,  situated  in  county  of  Corlc. 

Six  parishes ; namely,  Killeagh,  Clonpriest, 
Ardagh,  Dongan,  Ballamacody  and  Mogeela. 

The  district  includes  four  parishes,  all  in  the 
county  Cork. 

There  is  a dispensary  in  Skull,  distant  from  that 
pfKiimore  by  nine  or  ten  miles. 

Castle  Martyr  Dispensary  and  private  Hospital 
under  Lord  Shannon,  Youghal  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary, Middleton  Hospital  and  Dispensary, 
Cloyne  Dispensary. 

There  are  the  Fermoy,  Mitchelstown,  Glan- 
worth  and  Rathcormac,  within  ten  miles. 

None. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  in  roy 
district. 

There  is  not  a second  dispensary  in  this  district, 
1 and  the  County  Infrrmary  is  16  miles  distant. 

I attend  only  one  dispensary,  adjoining  which  I 
ledde.  Whatever  Emds  remain  in  the  treasurer’s 
hands  after  the  different  expenses  arc  paid,  are 
given  as  my  salary ; this  may  be  85 1.  for  the  year ; 
but  of  this  1 am  not  certain. 

I merely  attend  the  dispensary  to  which  I am 
attached,  and  receive  1001.  annually 

1 attend  but  one  dispensary,  and  receive  but  CO  1, 
per  annum  for  a daily  attendance  of  four  hours 
and  upwards. 

1 do,  when  called  on  by  a subscriber  j but  if  a 
person  be  recommended  who  I believe,  from  circum- 
stances, is  not  an  object  for  dispensary  relief,  I can 
represent  flie  thing  to  the  committee,  who  are 
always  anxious  to  prevent  abuses. 

I conrider  it  my  duty  to  attend  personally  all  . 
cases,  both  medical  and  surgical. 

1 consider  it  my  duty  to  give  persona!  attendance 
in  aU  cases,  the  urgency  of  which  is  stated  in  the 
ticket  of  recommendation. 

Yes. 

Tliere  is  in  the  dispensary  a register  of  all  per- 
sons applying  for  advice,  but  the  result  of  cases  is 
not  easily  ascertained,  the  institution  being  a new 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  cases,  their  treatment 
and  result. 

The  dispensary  is  in  being  only  a year  and  a 
half;  1 have  been  connected  with  it  for  six  mouths, 
(luting  which  time  1,090  persons  have  received 
medical  aid,  the  majority  of  which  w(ere  of  an 
ophthalmic,  cutaneous  and  dyspeptic  nature. 

The  institution  has  only  been  established  for 
one  year  and  seven  months,  during  which  period 
1,694  persons  have  received  advice  and  medicine. 

1 

Upwards  of  4,000 1.  patients  have  been  attended 
in  the  last  three  years ; but  I cannot  in  this  space 
furnish  a general  statement  of  the  diseases. 

I think  not,  the  subscribers  being  very  parti- 
cular in  recommending  none  but  those  who  are 
objects  of  charity. 

No  person,  by  the  rides  of  the  charity,  is  al-  ■ 
allowed  to  rinteive  advice  or  medicine,  except 
paupers. 

Persons  fully  able  to  purchase  medicines  and  fee 
a medical  man  are  too  frequently  recommended  to 
this  charity ; dbpeusaries  are  in  this  particular 
shamefully  abused. 

By  a druggist  resident  in  Cork,  who  furnishes 
Dcdicines  on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant  of 
the  dispensary. 

Bv  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant,  from 
Mr.  Harrington,  Druggist,  Cork ; the  account  is 
furnished  to  the  committee. 

Medicines  are  procured  by  the  dispansarj-  com- 
mittee from  a druggist  in  Cork. 

- 

AmountofReceiptsfor  1832,  £.177  0 0 

Amount  of  Expenditure ; vis."! 

for  Medicine,  Salary  to  1 168  17  6J 
Phy.siciau,  Rents,  &c.  - J 

The  accounts  for  the  current  year  (1833)  not 
yet  closed. 

Annual  Receipt  and  Expenditure  - £.100 

CENERAL  KEAOS  OF  EXPSKDZTL'IIE. 

S.ilary  - - - • £.  60 

Medicine  about  . - - 30 

Rent  ....  10 

By  private  subscription,  and  picsentment  from 
county  of  Cork  alone. 

By  private  subscription,  and  presentment  from 
Cork  only. 

It  is  su|ipurted  by  voluntary  subscriptions  aud 
presentments  from  the  grand  jury  of  the  (.-ounty  of 
Cork  only. 

1 cannot. 

The  funds  of  the  charity  are  so  small,  that  Ido 
not  know  how  they  could  be  more  advantageously 
applied ; would  they  permit,  an  hospital  would  be 
a decided  advantage. 

I cannot  imiq^ine  how  the  trifling  funds  allowed 
for  the  support  of  this  institution  could  be  more 
eflitnently  applied  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ; but 
I woidd  suggest  the  utility  of  compelling  grand 
juries  to  present  funds  for  tire  support  of  a email 
fever  house  in  this  district  (having  a population  of 
9,000),  with  one  small  ward  for  sui^ical  accidents. 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  L,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


MUNSTER— Cork. 


Kiimalea  Dispensary. 


Thomoi  Daunt,  Esq.  Medical  Officer. 


KirmaJea  Dispensary,  established  in  1817,  for 
the  relief  of  those  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  medi- 


&r,  and  part  of  two  more,  viz,  Noughoval,  Ken- 
mare,  Kilmanogue,  Ballyfoil,  Ballyfeard,  Tracton, 
part  of  CuUen,  and  Ballymartle. 


Kiimataloon  Dispensary. 


Committee  and  IVledical  Attendant. 


Kinnataloon  Baronial  Dispensary,  established 
nthe  year  1825. 


Sis,  all  in  the  county  of  Cork. 


Kinsale,  lunishannon,  Carrigalioe,  Balindraasig. 


Three  in  the  county  of  Cork ; viz.,  Fermoy, 
fever-house  and  dispensary ; Eathcormac,  a dis- 
pensary, and  Watergrass  hiU,  a dispensary ; and 
three  in  the  county  Waterford,  viz.,  Lismore,  a 
fever-house  and  dispensary;  Tallow,  a fever-house 
and  dispensary ; and  Ballyduff,  a ^spensary. 


Maeroom  Dispensary. 


W.  Furlong,  Esq.  ji 


Seven  entire  large  and  populous  parishes,  and 
Marly  half  of  four  others,  all  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  and  Baromes  of  East  and  West  Muskerry. 


None ; rixe  dispensary  I have  charge  of  is  the 
only  insritutioa  of  the  kind  in  the  barony. 


Crookstown  Dispensary,  between  Maeroom  and 
Bandon,  and  Magoumey  Dispensary,  between  Ma- 
croora  and  Cork. 


I attend  but  the  one ; three  days  iu  the  week  for 
giving  out  medicine,  the  other  days  for  visiting 
those  who  are  unable  to  attend.  I reride  at  the 
dispensary;  salary  601. 


One  only ; distance  from  my  rerideuce  less 
than  a quarter  of  a mile ; salary  1 00  guineas  a 
year ; attendance  three  days  in  the  week  for  dis- 
pensing medicine,  and  every  day  for  visitu^  pa- 
tients at  their  own  houses  who  are  unable  to  attend 
at  the  dispensary. 


I do  not ; I attend  at  the  dispensary  at  Ma- 
croom  three  days  each  week,  and  visit  patients 
requirii^  assistance  every  day  called  upon ; my 
salary  is  801.  a year. 


Livariably. 


I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  all  cases  of  mid- 
wifery, and  all  cases  of  acute  disease,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  patient. 


Yes,  the  application  is  filed,  and  the  name,  age, 
residence,  date  of  admission,-  disease  and  treat- 
ment of  the  patient  registered ; the  result  is  ge- 
nerally favourable. 


A separate  register  of  cases  requiring  to  be 
visited  is  not  kept ; but  a correct  list  of  ail  pa- 
rienta  recommend^  to  the  dipensary  is  kept,  with 
the  result,  os  far  as  so  extended  a district  will 


About  820  each  year. 


ributed  lo  the  prevalence  of  an 


! • The  ereater  number  ofroedical  cases  this  year  isto  I 

iimuenza,  and  consequent  comparative  absence  of  febrile  ar 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  on  subscribers’ 
tickets  for  tlie  last  thiee  years  amoimts  to  9,621  J 
about  2,000  more  have  been  relieved  without  re- 
comma^ation.  The  general  cases  are,  midwifery, 
fever,  pneumonia,  stomach  diseases,  infentib,  and 
cutaneous  affections ; in  surgery,  wounds,  bruises 
and  fractures. 


By  the  rules  of  the  dispensary,  those  who  at 
able  to  pay  do  not  get  medicine  tWre. 


It  has  happened,  by  subscribers  (I  belies-e) 
having  been  imposed  upon. 


It  frequently  occurs,  tlie  medical  attendant  nc 
briug  altowed  the  power  of  refusing  aid  to  such. 


Out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity. 


By  Mr.  Dargavill,  Apothecary  and  Druggist, 
Cork,  upon  my  order,  by  aufliority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 


The  medicines  are  of  the  very  best  class,  and 
lUpplied  from  a respectable  druggist,  on  an  order 
igned  by  the  treasurer. 


About  70 1.  each  year  expended  in  salary,  medi- 
cines, messengers,  paper  and  stamp  for  grand  jury 
grant,  &c. 


EXPENDITURE. 


Beceipt. 


Medicine 
Man  in  c: 
Dispensary 
Coal 


“'}  ! 0 0 


105  0 0 
40  7 3J 
2 0 0 


105  0 0 
42  6 5i'| 
2 0 0 


I Expenditure. 


£.  s.°rf. 

1830  - 123  12  6 

1831  - 123  7 6 

1832  - 105  8 0 

General  Heads  of  Expenditure — Physi- 
cian’s Salary,  801.  per  aimum  ; Apothecary,  40/. ; 
Rent  of  House,  20/.  ; Druggist's  Bill  variesgene- 
rallyffom  about  65/.  to  70/.  Sundry  articles aiv 
purchased  at  a lower  price  than  a druggist  would 
sell  them  at. 


By  subscriptions,  and  also  a presentment. 


By  private  subscriptions,  and  grand  jury  pre . 
seatments  from  the  county  Cork  only. 


By  private  subscriptions,  and  by  presentments 
at  summer  assizes  on  the  county  of  Cork  only. 


The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  alteration  1 The  funds  of  the  Maeroom  Dispensary  licinS 
m be  for  the  better.  barely  adequate  to  carry  on  the  institution,  I ' “ 

I not  conceive  any  other  distributiuu  of  tliein  com 
take  place ; but  I am  clearly  convinced,  that  were  a fever  hospital  or  small  local  infirmary  attached  to  t e 
dispensary,  much  good  would  result,  and  many  lives  be  saved.  The  grand  jury  of  the  county  j 
for  some  years  assumed  the  power  of  only  granting  vfhat  sums  they  please  in  aid  of  dispensaries,  instead  «, 
as  formerly,  giving  a sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions  received. 
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Magoumey  Dispensary. 

MUlstveot  Dispensaiy. 

Ovpns  Dispensary. 

Thoma$  Godfrey,  Esij.,  m.d. 

Thomas  Cudmore,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

iUgovroey  Dispensary,  establislieci  the  12tli 
Febr^y  1825 ; Donoughmore  Diapenssu-y,  esta- 
FlislieJ  the  3d  December  1819.  The  object  of  cacli 
ought  to  be  to  relieve  the  necessitous  poor,  labouring 
under  any  complaint  requiring  medical  or  surgied 

tKislaiJCC. 

Millstreet  Dispensary,  established  about  30  years 
ago,  and  no  other. 

Ovens  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year  1817. 

Magoumey,  part  of  Aghabologue  and  Doaougli- 
raore,  in  the  same  county. 

Five  parishes,  all  in  the  county  of  Cork,  with  the 
exception  of  part  of  one,  which  is  in  the  county 
of  Kerry. 

Union  of  Athnowen  and  Kilnaglory,  Dcsertmorc, 
portions  ofKilbonane,  Aglish,  St.  Barry’s,  Carrig- 
rohane,  all  in  the  county  of  Cork. 

bmiscarra  Dispensary,  six  miles;  Macroom, 
{even  miles. 

There  is  none. 

A military  hos}iital  at  Ballincolllg,  dispensaries 
at  Inniscarra,  Inuishannon,  Balbndrassig,  Crouks- 
foim  and  Magourney ; and  public  hospibils  at  Cork 
and  Bandon,  all  within  ten  miles  of  the  Ovens  dis- 
pensary. 

No  internal  accommodation  fsr  patients  nearer 
than  Cork  or  Mallow;  and  since  my  appointment  to 
those  institutions,  do  not  recollect  of  any  case  be- 
ing sent  to  either ; two  or  three  cases  of  lunacy 
were  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum. 

There  Is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  the  dis-  ^ 

1 attend  two  dispensaries.  The  Magoumey  on 
Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday,  about  100  yards 
from  niy  residence ; stdary  50  guineas  per  year. 
TheDonouglimore,  Monday,  Wednesdayand  Friday, 
three  miles  distant  from  my  residence;  salary  70  i. 

Superintendent  is  attached  to  Millstreet  Dispen- 
sary only.  1 

No. 

Moat  certainly  to  all  such  as  cannot  afford  a fee, 
within  my  district. 

I do,  when  called  upon  by  a subscriber,  for  pau- 
pers alone. 

Yes. 

Yes;  the  narue,  age,  place  of  abode,  by  whom 
rccoiuniendcd,  and  the  disease,  is  roistered.  After  1 
being  booked  in  this  manner,  he  is  not  again  put  on 
the  entry  hook,  except  he  should  get,  on  a future 
occasioii,  a return  of  the  complaint,  or  be  aflected 
with  some  other  disease.  In  one  of  the  institutions 
entry  and  prescription  book ; in  the  former,  the  p< 
latter,  oa  every  occasion  that  raedicines  ate  ordered, 

There  is  a register  kept  for  the  purposes  stated  iu 
this  query. 

of  which  I have  charge,  there  is  an 
itient  is  only  once  entered  ; in  the 
and  also  the  medicines  prescribed. 

Yes. 

From  the  5th  of  January  1830  to  1st  of  January 
15.33,  number  on  entry  boede  1,939;  of  those,  some 
were  cases  of  fever,  measles,  cutaneous,  midwifery, 
surgical  accidents,  affections  of  the  eye,  stomach, 
abdominal,  uterine  affections,  &c.  &C-;  also  a few 
cases  of  Asiatic  cholera. 

1831  - - - 989 

1832  - - - 1,016 

1833  - - - 995 

3,000 

Fevers,  pectoral  complaints,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

It  does. 

In  some  few  cases,  through  inadvertency. 

Such  cases  do  occur,  but  the  practice  is  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  the  institution. 

At  the  lifagouvney  Dispensarj-,  partly  by  Mr. 
GojudI ; at  the  Donoughmore,  by  Mr.  Hayes. 

Hitherto  by  superintendent ; henceforward  by 
treasurer. 

By  a druggist  in  the  city  of  Cork. 

1 Ilcccipt.  1 1 

1831  - - 40.70  0 0 d 

1832  • - 88  12  0 

1333  - - { 60  8 6 1 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXrXNDI 
1 

Fhjtidan’s  Salary  - ia€.  45  0 0 , 
Medicines.  - - - j 17  0 0 ' 

Rent ] 3 0 0 

Sundries  - ...  1 500 

Ex[)enditurc. 

1.70  0 0 
88  12  0 

[TURE. 

1832. 

65  8 0 

16  17  0 
3 0 0 

3 7 0 

1 Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - - 40.87  16  0 1 40.84  14  0 

1832  - - 87  3 1 ) 8.3  2 8 

1833  - - 1 114  18  9 1 101  6 10 

GENERAT.  HEADS  OF  EX  PWNDtTURE. 

Rent,  luediciues,  and  salary  to  superintendent. 

1880  - - 

1831  - - 

1832  - - 1 

Salary  - £. 
Medicine 
Rent  - - - 1 

Stamps  - - 1 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

,£.130  4 0 £.130  7’  9 

119  10  0 119  10  0 

1 I4I  9 51  1 141  9 5i 

HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1830.  " 1831.  1832. 

80  00  800  0 18000 
30  3 0 19  4 lOi  41  4 4 

20  0 0 20  0 0 ! 20  0 0 
0 4 9i  05  li  1 0 5 li 

By  voluntary  subscription,  and  presentment,  ob- 
tiiued  in  one  county. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork. 

By  presentments  from  the  county,  and  private 
subscriptions.  Wo  have  some  very  small  parbhes, 
and  portions  of  others  contributing,  some,  nothing, 
and  others  very  little  to  the  maintonanec  of  the 
dispensary. 

f «r  under  the  lithe  composition. 

By  attaching  an  hospital  or  infirmary  to  the  dis- 
pensarv,  tliereby  bringing  persons  intectud  under 
■ the  immediate  caie  of  tiie  superintendent,  pre;'ent- 
ing  the  e:(tensiou  of  disease. 

Affects  for  the.alleviolion  of  dispose  i 
or  grniid  jury  preseotmenl,  by  subsc 
however,  by  the  noa-resjicnl  propti 

We  know  of  no  alteration  that  could  be  mode  for 
tlie  better,  under  existing  circumstances,  viz.  pau- 
dty  of  funds,  &c.  We  cannot  close  tliis  report 
without  observing,  that  this  institution,  which  has 

rmongsl  the  poor  of  the  district,  has  lieen  uphold,  with  the  aid 
tipKons  of  the  clergy,  rosidpiit  frentry  end  tatmen,  unassisted, 
elors,  with  a few  honourable  excepuous. 
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MUNSTER— Cork. 


Passage  and  Monksto'vvn  Dispeusaiy.  Ratlieonnac  and  Castlelyons  Dispensary. 


Rosscarberry  Dispensary. 


Committee  am!  Medical  Attendant. 


Thomas  Fitz^ibhon,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


T)ie  Passage  and  Slonbstomi  Dispensary.  At-  Ratbcormac  and  Castle  Lyons  Dispensary,  for 
tempts  bave  been  made  lately  to  separate  them,  but  affording  medical  attendance  and  medicine  gra- 
witkout  effect,  the  population  of  Monhstown  rapidly  tuitously  to  the  poor  ; established  for  the  Rath- 
increasing;  established  in  1812.  cormac  district  about  the  year  1817,  and  Castle 

Lyons  was  added  to  it  io  the  year  1827. 


e county,  and  part  of 


In  the  south,  within  seven  miles,  is  Cork  and  its 
hospital^  dispensaries,  &c.  &c. , Cariigaline,  Doug- 
las,  Ballindrassig ; in  the  north,  Glanraire,  Cove, 
Middleton. 


There  are  no  liospitals  > 
district,  except  the  one  already  named. 


I only  attend 
60Z.  to  807.  ! 
subscriptions  « 


16  daily,  and  the  salary  varies  from 
rling  a year,  according  to  the 


The  RosscarheiTy  Dispensary.  No  other  ms 
dical  charitable  institution  here;  established  a 
close  os  I can  discover,  2]  years;  said  to  be  one  o 
the  first  instituted  in  county  Cork.  ° 


Rathcormac,  Castle  Lyons  and  Gortroe. 


There  are  three  polishes,  Ross,  Castle  Ventry  and 
Rathbairy,  wholly  dependent  on  this  institution 
and  pai'ts  of  three  other  polishes  ; viz.  Kilman.>„,’ 

, Kjlfaugnanbeg  and  Kilkeranmore,  coniointly  with 

the  dispensaries  of  Glandorc  and  Clonakilty ; but  subscribers  recomuiendine 
according  to  pleasure,  you  are  often  carried  into  neighbouring  districts.  ^ 


A dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Fermoy, 
Watcrgrasshill,  and  one  at  Glen- 


No  other  dispensary  or  infirmary  in  the  district. 
A fever  hospiti  is  now  being  built  for  the  district. 


No  other.  I reside  in  Rathcormac,  and  attend 
there  three  days  in  the  wedc,  and  attend  two  days 
at  the  branch  of  the  same  institution,  in  Castle 
Lyons,  being  two  miles  distant.  No  separate 


I do  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend,  except  in 
urgent  cases,  without  a note  of  recommendation 
from  a subscriber  to  the  institution. 


A register  is  kept  of  all  applybg,  in  which  the 
ame,  residence,  age,  disease,  and  the  subscriber 
ecommending,  are  entered.  Those  not  able  to 
onie  to  the  dispensary  are  attended  at  their  own 
houses ; the  rest  are  prescribed  for  and  supplied 
with  medicines  at  the  dispensaiy. 


By  contract  from  druggists  in  Cork,  and  after, 
wards  compounded  at  the  dispensary. 


The  whole  receipts,  disbursements,  &c.  an 
gularly  entered  in  the  book,  and  amount  to  about 
100  7.  sterling  yearly. 


By  presentments  fi'oin  the  county  grand  jury  of  I 
Cork,  and  voluntary  conliibutionB.  ' 


From  1st  July  1630  to  1st  July  1831,  1,809 
were  relieved ; 1831,2,209;  1832,  1,630.  The 
diseases  various ; fever  averaged  about  60  cases 
annually  in  the  district ; thoracic  diseases  over 
200  ; gastric,  140. 


The  dispensary  of  Clonakilty  within  6}  milts; 
Glandore,  Smiles;  Dunmantray,  9 miles;  Skib' 
bereen,  10  miles. 


But  the  one  named  at  Query  1 ; salary,  50 1.  per 
nnum;  attendance  daily  from  8 to  llo'cloA 
-i.  M-,  Sundays  excepted  ; but  all  sudden  illness  or 
labour  cases  attended  to  any  day  or  hour  of  dav  or 
ight.  ‘ 


Whenever  it  is  directed  by  special  visiting  ticket 
of  a subsci-iber,  and  always  without  such  ticket  iu 
case  of  sudden  illness,  accident,  wound  or  labour. 


ie  for  the  1 1 years  tie  eub- 


The  limits  here  arc  too  small  to  enter  into  such 
minute  statements ; they  used  to  be  made  iiiJf 
yearly  to  the  grand  jury,  but  were  unattended  to. 


Repeatedly,  and  by  the  admission  of  the  subscri- 
- 'hers;  but  they  state  as  their  leasou,  that  the  better 

tarmers,  &c.  would  sooner  see  their  friends  die,  than  pay  a doctor  a moderate 
fce,  and  that  they  do  it  purely  from  charity  to  the  sufferers. 


Slodicines  are  principally  obtained  at  Mr.  Har 
rin^n’s,  Dru^ist,  Cork.  Some  ai'e  made  at  th 
institution. 


Jll 


i 1 Is 

g| 

iiiJIfifl 

i £.&ii 
1111 

1 

1*!  !ifo  lim 

5 £.>.<!. 
S3  8 8 
21  6 4j 
20  6 4 

I 

Supported  by  vohmtavy  contributions,  and  by 
n annual  presentment  from  the  grand  iiirv  of  the 
oimt)-  of  Cork.  ^ ^ 


Not  with  the  present  funds,  but  with  a small 
addition  to  the  present  means,  I conceive  where 
he  medical  man  and  medicines  are  paid  for,  with 
in  hospital  built,  a very  useful  institution  may  be 
aipported  at  a very  trifling  additional  expense  to 


By  a dru^st  in  Cork,  on  the  order  of  (he 
medical  man,  wlio  has  a discretionary  power  of  or- 
dering what  he  may  require.  It  should  be  remarked 
that  the  druggist  is  an  annual  subscriber  to  the 


■seutment  54  5 0 

Expeudit 


19  6 I S 

0 0 I S 


By  voluntary  contribution  in  part,  and  partly  by 
grand  jury  presentment. 


Not  with  the  present  state  of  fitnds.  If  the  grand 
iry  were  a little  more  liberal,  from  four  to  six  bah 
light  he  added  to  each  dispensary,  for  accidents  anil 
on-contagious  medical  and  surgical  oases,  liywhWi 
-jeans  attendance  might  be  paid  that  never  woiiW 
be  afforded  at  their  cwvn  lioines;  small  finer  liousee 
vould  be  a blessing. 
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for  inquiring  into  the  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


MUNSTER-Cork. 


Skull  Dispensary. 

Skibbereen  Dispensary. 

Thnoleaguo  Dispensary. 

— 

A.  McCarthy,  Esq.,  m.  d, 

Tire  Committee. 

Skull  DispeuBaiy,  establielied  July  1833. 

TheShibbereenDispensary.  No  other  institution. 

Timoleague  Dispensary,  established  a.  n.  1822,  for 
the  medical  relief  of  tire  poor.  Tlus  is  the  only  orre. 

Tkq  entire  parishes,  and  a portion  of  two  others, 
all  in  the  same  county. 

Eleven  parishes,  all  in  one  county  and  barony. 

There  are  nine  parishes,  and  part  of  a tenth,  all 
in  the  same  county  and  riding. 

Kilmoe  Dispensary. 

There  are  three  dispensaries  within  10  miles; 
Glandorc,  Skull  and  Ross. 

There  is  the  Bandon  Dispetrs-ary  and  Fever- 
Hospital,  Clonakilty  Diqrensary,  and  Bailinspittle 
Dispensary. 

Xo  hospital  or  in£nnary  in  the  district. 

There  is  no  infirmary  in  my  district. 

Tltere  is  no  other  dispensary  withiir  the  rhstrict. 

No  other  dispensary.  Five  days’  attendance ; 
two  at  the  village  of  Skull,  and  tliree  at  BaUydehob, 
4 miles  distant.  Salary  for  the  past  year,  761. 

I attend  hut  the  Skibbereen  Dispensary,  at  which 
there  is  daily  attendance  from  10  to  1 o’clock, 
forenoon,  by  me,  as  physician,  and  by  the  apothe- 
cary. We  visit  a district  of  12  miles.  Physician’s 
salary,  55  h per  .annum  ; apothecary's  salaiy,  30 1. 
per  annum. 

I attend  no  other  medical  institution ; mv  salary 
is  stated  in  reply  to  query  11. 

Yes. 

I consider  it  my  duty  in  all  cases  to  afford  aid 
to  the  sick  poor  in  my  district. 

I do,  in  compliarrcc  with  the  regorlations  of  this 
dispeirsary. 

Yes. 

There  is  a regular  registry,  with  a case  book, 
detailing  the  age,  residence,  name  of  disease,  treat- 
ment, and  circumstances  of  each  case  admitted. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  cases  where  applications 
have  been  made  for  aid,  governors’  tickets  always 
filed,  and  the  cases  attended  with  good  effect  iir 

The  number  relieved  since  July  1333  amount,  to 
this  period,  to  several  thousand. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  for  the  last  three 
years  amount  to  7,210. 

1830  2,645 

1831  2,326 

1832  2,239 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  rvitbin  the  last 
thr  ee  years  (viz.  1830,  1881  and  1832)  amount  to 
7,680.  The  usual  diseases  were,  viz.  typhus  and 
others,  cerebral,  pectoral,  abdoritinnl,  ci'uptive,  cu- 
taneous, ophthalmic,  midwifery,  vacduated,  and 
surgical  accidents,  Sec.  Sec.  &c. 

The  poverty  of  the  people  in  tliis  district  is  so 
widely  extended,  that  I meet  no  applications  for 
relief  that  are  not  objects  for  the  charity. 

No  persons  are  entitled  to'  gratuitous  aid,  who 
are  considered  in  circirmstances  able  to  pay  fur- 
medical  advice. 

By  the  committee,  from  a druggist. 

Tlie  medicines  are  of  the  best  qualit\',  and  sup-  | 
plied  by  Mr.  John  J.  Hayes,  Druggist  and  Chemist, 
of  Cork.  All  orders  for  medicine  are  vouched  by 
the  committee. 

By  an  order  from  the  treasurer  to  n druggist 
appointed  by  the  conirtrittee  to  this  disjreusary. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - - £.152  6 0 1 £.  182  9 3 

1832  - - - 146  19  0 149  9 3 

1833  - - - 160  19  6 1 124  6 1 J 

Receipt.  i Exjicmliture. 

1830  - £.121  6 2 £.121  6 2 

1831  - 140  10  0 1 140  10  0 

1832  - 140  10  0 1 J40  10  0 

GESEKAX  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1830.  1831.  1832. 

Salary  - £.80  10  10  93  13  4 93  6 8 

Medicine  - 31  0 0 37  6 lOJ  40  12  0 

Sundries  - 9 15  4 9 10  9j  6 0 6 

By  subscription,  and  presentment  from  one 
county, 

By  voluntary  subscription,  by  an  annual  grand 
jury  presentment  from  one  county,  and  flues  from 
petty  sessions. 

Supported  half  by  voluntary  subse-.r-lptions,  and 
half  by  gratrd  jury  prcsciitriient,  Ir-ortr  same  county. 

, '’cry  small,  that  they  could  not  be 

reu  for  the  better.  A few  beds  attnebed  to  each 
spensary,  with  proportionote  funds,  would  make 
'‘^'u  most  efficient. 

We  cannot  suggest  any  alteration  rvith  our  present 
limited  meatrs,  but  rre  do  consider  that  other  and 
more  nutritious  food  would  be  beireficial  to  the  sick 
and  convalescents,  if  oirr  funds  admitted  of  it. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  o/^  COMMISSIONERS 


MUNSTER— Kerry. 


Callylongfoi-d  Dispensaiy. 


Ballylongford  Dispensary,  the  only  one  under 


; established  1st  July  1833,  for  affording 

medical  aid  to  the  poor  of  the  neighbourhood. 


Caliirseveen  Dispcnsa-iy. 


James  Barry,  Esq., 


There  is  only  one  dispensary  under  my  c 


called  the  Cahirseveen  Dispensary,  established  in 
1816,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  sick  poor 
of  this  district  with  medicines  and  advice  gratui- 
tously. 


Two  extensive  parishes,  10  miles  by  4,  both  i 
this  county. 


Seven  parishes,  ail  in  county  Kerry,  comprising  i 
.vast  distance  of  mountainous  country,  with  a popii 
lation  of  over  27,000  souls,  and  not  a single  reai 
dent  proprietor. 


There  are  three  dispensaries  witliin  the  distance 
mentioned  in  this  query ; one  4 miles  east  of  this, 
on  the  verge  of  the  county',  3 miles  beyond  wliich, 
in  the  neighbouring  county,  is  the  second ; the 
third  lies  7 miles  tvest  of  tliis,  in  a very  populous 


There  is  no  charitable  institution  of  any  kind  ii 
this  district  but  the  dispensary.  There  is  no  hos 
pital  or  inftvraary  nearer  than  the  shire  town  o 
the  county,  a circumstance  much  to  be  lamented. 
A fever  hospital  is  much  wanted. 


I attend  but  one  dispensary,  which  is  open  two 
days  in  the  week  ; but  urgent  cases  are  attended  at 
all  times.  My  salary  only  401.  per  annum,  and 
have  to  provide  a house  for  dispensing  medicine. 


Decidedly,  in  all  urgent  cases,  and  at  all  houre. 


Yes,  not  only  of  particular  cases,  but  of  all  re- 
comniendefl  for  relief,  which,  on  reference  to  the 
registry,  I find  have  been  attended  generally  with  a 
favourable  result. 


This  dispensary  being  established  not  move  than 
six  months,  I give  the  number  {ITO)  admitted  for 
relief  witliin  that  period.  The  number  of  applicants 
are  gradually  increasing. 


It  does,  but  less  frequently  in  this  than  in  any  I have  no  doubt  hut  pereons  who  could  pay  for 
other  charity  I know,  or  have  been  connected  with,  modioines  and  advice  are  frequently  recommended 
for  gratuitous  aid. 


here  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
ifirmary  at  present,  hut  there  is  being  built 
an  hospital,  by  private  subscriptions,  to  which 
the  dispensary  will  be  attached,  when  finished. 


I only  attend  one  dispensary,  qiai  t of  the  district 
attached  to  wliioh  is  in  the  barony  of  Dunkenon, 

Ivor  16  miles  from  my  residence,  for  which  I 
re  a salary  of  1001.  a year,  for  my  own  pei'- 
sonal  attendance,  the  compounding  of  the  medicines, 
id  the  rent  of  the  dispensary  house,  and  attend  every  day 


Castleislra.d  Dispensary. 


Philip  O'Leary,  Esq.,  : 


Only  one  institution  under  my  care,  the  Castle 
island  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year  1824. 


The  district  comprehends  the  union  of  Castle, 
island,  comprising  the  parishes  of  Castleishmd,  Bal. 
lincuslane,  Dj'aart,  and  Killentiema;  the  patislcj 
of  Ballymacdligot  ; Currons;  Molahiffe,  at„j 
Broinia  ; all  in  the  same  county. 


I don 


I am  only  required,  by  the  dispensary  rules,  to  By  arcsolut ..  .... 

'isit  cases  within  a certtuu  distance  (4miles)  of  me;  at*8fe  Ss^ti^ary"  and^to'vislt^ 
’ ’ applied  to  by  any  subscriber,  or  or  three  miles,  alv 


1 appointed  by  a subsovlber  to  recommend  ' 

its,  to  visit  in  the  most  remote  part  of  my 

it,  I always  attend.  cumst 


71  pcrsoiieJly  co 


There  b no  regbter  kept,  but  every 
tion  is  attended  to,  and  persons  known  to  me  to  be 
real  objects  are  also  attended  to,  without  any  other 
recommendation. 


I am  sure  from  foul  to  fire  thousand  pen 
annually  relieved. 


boring  the  nrescripiions  issued  on  tlie  days  of  attendance, cil. 
culale  that  over  5,000  persons  receive  advice  at  Uie  instituliob 
:muelly,  exclusive  of  those  attended  at  their  own  lioiacs, 
10  numherof  whom  cannot  he  well  ascei-tained.  Thepre- 
liling  diseases  arc.  cutaneous  diseases  of  every  drsctipiion, 
probaolv  arising  fixim  the  great  extent  of  wet  ciouniain 
land  comprehended  in  the  districts  also  diseases  oniis 
digestive  organs,  probably  arising  from  deficient  anti  un- 
whulesomc  food,  and  acute  diseases,  arising  from  wentoi 


By  the  committee,  who  purchase  them  v 
they  can  get  them  best  and  cheapest. 


The  treasurer  to  the  dispensary  sends  to  a drug- 
gist in  Cork  for  any  medicines  I require.andihave 
them  compounded  under  my  own  inspection. 


t was  kept  the  two  first  years,  with  patieet's 
le,  disease,  prescription,  but  not  the  result.  It 
found  subsequently  to  take  so  much  time  as  to 
interfere  with  the  more  important  duties  of  the 
establishment,  and  cocsequeutly  given  up,  uiih  tbe 
exception  of  an  account  of  the  number  of  patients. 


In  some  instances  it  has  certainly  occurred,  but, 
I am  happy  to  say,  not  often. 


By  order  of  the  treasurer,  from  a 'dni|pst  in 
Cork,  tlie  medical  attendant  giving  in  a catalt^c 
of  what  he  deems  necessary. 


This  dispetisary  beii^  established  only  six  months, 
I give  the  amount  of  receipts  and  current  expendi- 
ture for  tliis  year ; that  is,  to  1st  July  1834. 


Receipt. 

Subscription  £.  50  0 0 
County  grant  - 20  0 0 


Expenditure. 
Salai  y - £.  50  0 0 
Medicines  - 20  0 0 


The  subscriptions  and  presentment  varied  from 
1601.  to  1607.  for  each  of  the  three  last  years,  and 
the  expenditure  to  something  about  die  same ; 
that  is,  for  my  attendance,  compounding  medicines, 
and  house-rent,  1001. a year;  medicines  and  other 
necessaries,  from  501.  to  601. 


- 160  19  8 


Salary  -rfi.92  1 2J| 

Medicine  - 46  15 

Sundries  - 4 15 


By  private  suliscriptions  to  a small  amount,  and 
comity  aid,  obtained  by  presentment,  exclusively 
fr  om  this  county. 


By  private  subseriptiou-s,  and  by  presentment,  i Partly  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  partly  by 
sometimes  equal  to,  but  never  exceeding,  obtained  1 presentments  from  the  county  of  Kerry  alone, 
only  from  one  county  (Kerry).  ' 


larls  of  die  eouniy  are  concerned.  They  may  do  pretty  well  in  small  counties.Tudi'M  ot 

1 limb,  hhely  m be  bren^ht  15  or  20  miles  to  the  couiuy  institution  ? It  would  lie  worth  while  to  oblein 

make  it  imperative  on  theVau'd  j'wRs  >0  el'’0“  sum  equal  t’o"thesutocriptioii.  ’ S i 1 ' 
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for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


MUNSTER— Kerry. 


Clanmamice  Dispensary. 

Dingle  Dispensaiy. 

■ Keiunare  Dispensary. 

Jo?in  O’ Flaherty,  Esq. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Timothezis  M'Carthy,  Esq.  m.d. 

The  Oanmaurice  (Baronial)  Dispensary,  esta- 
yjjlied  in  1825,  in  the  county  of  Kerry. 

The  Dingle  Disperetary,  which  is  the  only  one 
under  my  care,  was  established  in  July  1 824. 

The  Kenmare  Dispensary,  established  its  Maich 
1827 ; there  is  no  other  under  my  care. 

Stven ; ris.  Bailyheige,  Killury,  Benmore, 
lixnaw,  kilflyn.  Ahbeydorney  and  Irraghmore ; 

until  last  year,  the  parislies  of  Lemg  and 
ArtUert,  subsequently  formed  into  what  is  now 
tailed  the  Ardfert  Dispensary,  aU  in  the  county. 

Mine  is  a peninsular  district  of  nearly  forty 
English  miles  in  length,  with  a mean  breadth  of 
twelve  miles,  contaiuing  twenty  parishes,  and  a 
population  of  40,000. 

Six  parishes;  viz.  Kenmare,  Kilgarvan,  Tern-. 
plenoe,  Tuosist,  Bunnane  and  Kilcrohan,  all  in  the 
county  of  Kerry. 

The  Ardfert  Dispensary,  five  miles  distant,  in 
the  Barony  of  Clanmaurice ; and  the  Tralee  Infir- 
pary  and  Dispensary,  ten  miles  distant,  in  the 
Barony  of  Troghenackmy. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  nearer 
than  at  Tralee,  which  is  thirty  miles  distant. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  within  twenty  miles 
at  any  side, 

.... 

There  is  not. 

1 from  ten  to  fifteen  beds,  would  add  an 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  my  dis- 
trict, and  I beg  to  say  that  one  would  be  most  ne- 
cessary, as  it  comprehends  a large  extent  of  country ; 
indeed  even  a small  infirmary  sufficient  to  contain 
hundred  fold  to  the  benefits  of  the  dispensary. 

1 attend  hut  one  dispensary  above  mentioned, 
and  that  daily;  I am  too  frequently  called  out  by 
night.  The  amount  of  salary  (so  called)  is  only 
70i.  per  annum. 

I attend  no  other  dispensary,  infirmary  or  hos-  I attend  only  one  dispensary,  situate  in  the  town, 
pjtah  I reside  in ; tiie  amount  of  my  salary  for  the  pre- 

1 sent  year,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  grand 
jurv  curUiliuB  our  presentment,  is  only  321.  6*.,  though  if  ihey  granted  the  full  amount,  it  would  not  exceed 
52/  pounds  The  result  of  this  conduct  of  the  grand  jury  will  be,  that  Uie  regularly  qualified  medical  superin. 
Icndenl  must  resign  his  trust,  and  the  dispensaiy  will  cease  to  exist,  than  which  there  could  not  be  a greater 
eril  to  the  ooor.  I am  obliced  to  attend  tlirec  days  in  the  week,  from  11  A.u.  10  3 P.H.,  four  hours. 

Most  indubitably. 

and  who  are  unable  to  come  to  the  dispens 
TiDssibilitv  of  one  man’s  attending  the  cou. 

Those  who  are  well  enough  to  come  to  ftie  dis-  ! 
j pensary,  have  of  course  my  own  personal  attend- 
1 ance  there  three  days  in  each  week ; 1 visit  at  their 
1 own  houses  the  sick  poor  who  reside  in  the  town, 
ary,  but  the  great  extent  of  the  district  precludes  a 
ntrv  patients  at  their  own  places. 

1 do,  within  a certain  dbtance  of  the  town ; end 
if  I am  aware  that  the  object  is  poor  and  unable  to 
pay,  I attend  without  a ticket  ftom  a subscriber. 

I had  kept  aregister  for  the  first  five  years,  which 
I trausmitted  to  the  proper  officer,  pursuant  to  an 
order  from  Government.  Since  that  period,  owing 
to  the  overwhelmmg  pressure  of  professional  labour, 
and  the  incompetency  of  my  salary  to  the  engage- 
meat  of  a clerk,  I have  since  discontinued  the 
register. 

I keep  a tegular  register  of  all  the  cases ; no  poor 
person  who  applies  is  rejected.  The  result  of  each 
case  in  a dispensary  cannot  be  ascertained. 

There  is  a register  of  the  names  of  those  recom- 
mended, and  of  the  subscribers  who  have  given  the 
recommendation,  with  the  medicines  prescribed  for 
each  iu  a regular  form  of  prescription.  The  results 
cannot  be  stated,  as  no  account  of  such  has  been 
kept ; and  in  a dispensary  it  would  he  rather  diifi-. 
cult  to  do  so  with  any  accuracy. 

tribute  to  the  existence  of  malign 
of  which  prevented  the  countiy  pc 

1830  ....  14,310 

1831  ....  14,307  . 

1832  ...  - I0,740» 

Fevers,  rheumatism,  pulmonary  complaints,  dysen- 
tery, &c. 

* The  falling  off  of  patients  during  this  year  1 at- 
ant  cholera  in  the  town  for  four  months,  ftie  terror 
lople  from  coming  into  the  dispensary. 

1881  - - - 1,630 

1832  - - - 1,570 

1833  ...  1,320 

Each  peisonis  entitled  to  medical  advice  and  me- 
dicine during  his  illness,  so  that  the  number  of 
No  register  of  kept  j bu^  1 may  sa/  (^norsll^y 

My  sense  of  charity  and  of  duty  ever  compels 
ms  to  relieve  whoever  is  recommended  to  me  by  any 
of  the  subscribers. 

None  to  my  knowledge,  though  in  this,  as  in  every 
similar  institution,  persons  who  are  not  proper  ob- 
jects of  charity  may  sometimes  obtain  medicines 
iu  the  name  of  those  who  aie  known  to  be  poor. 

This  has  frequently  been  the  case ; but  in  conse- 
quence of  representations  made  to  the  subscribers, 
there  has  been  a check  put  to  it,  though  there  is 
vet  on  occasional  instance  of  it. 

By  the  subscription  funds. 

The  dispensary  is  regularly  supplied  with  medi- 
cines from  a druggist  in  Cork  of  the  name  of  Har- 
rington. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  a druggist  (Mr. 
Harrington)  of  Cork,  who  is  paid  by  the  treasurer 
every  year. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £.104  0 0 £.100  0 0 

1832  - - 104  0 0 102  0 0 

1833  - - 104  0 0 1 100  0 0 

aEPERAL  heabs  or  expesiuture.  j 

1831.  j 1832.  j 1833. 

Salary  £.70  0 0 70  0 0 70  0 0 

Mcdiciue  - 30  0 0 ( 32  0 0 ] 30  0 0 

The  treasurer  says,  that  he  kept  no  copy  of  the 
annual  accounts  which  arc  lodged  with  the  secre- 
tary of  the  grand  jury  j but  I can  state  that  the 
subscriptions  have  generally  varied  from  80 1.  to 
1 10/.,  with  a similar  sum  from  the  county,  and 
the  expenditure  mostly  to  the  same  amount. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1831  - £.140  0 0 I £.140  0 0 

1832  - 102  6 0 102  6 0 

1833  - 83  6 0 1 82  6 0 

CEMEBAE  HEAXIS  OF  EXPEKDriUBE. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Physiciau  - £.  85  0 0 52  6 0 32  6 0 

Apothecary  25  0 0 20  0 0 20  0 0 

Modicine  - 30  0 0 30  0 0 30  0 0 

Partly  by  annual  subscriptions,  and  partly  by 
preentinents  in  said  county. 

By  private  subscriptious,  and  an  annual  present- 
ment from  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Keriy 
alone. 

existence  if  jiersevcied  in,  by,  (to  use  the  least  Iia 
act  of  arand  iiirv,  who  refused  to  give  an  amoum 

It  is  supjiorted  by  private  contributions,  as  well 
as  by  presentment,  obtained  only  from  the  county  of 
Keriy.  Tlio  funds  of  this  dispensary  have  been  lately 
curtailed  to  an  amount  which  must  prove  fatol  to  its 
irsh  oxprcM-ion,)  au  unwise,  and  I may  add,  arbitrary 
t enuiil  to  tlie  Kubi.crinrions,  and  only  crauted  32/. 

Impossible,  owing  to  the  scantiness  of  the  funds, 
even  for  the  purchase  of  medicine  ; I myself  have  in 
many  caaa  bought  medicine  out  of  my  own  pocket 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  without  receiving  or 
eveu  expeetiug  any  earthly  compensation,  and  have 
not  uufiequently  administered  in  other  ways  to  their 

The  grand  Jury  of  this  county  have  althe  last  araises  put 
a new  construction  on  the  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispenmry 
Act,  whereas  they  liave  hitherto  presented  a sum  equal  in 
mnouiit  to  the  private  subscriptions  1 thoy  liavoexpreMcd 
their  determination  in  Ihlurc  to  give  as  htlle  M they  like, 
and  have  accordingly  cut  down  almost  all  the  dispensaries  t 
as  uo  treasurer  under  such  circumstances  will  advance 
money,  our  dispensary,  from  a want  of  funds,  will  be  defunct 
by  the  month  of  April,  and  Ihc  other  dispensaries  must 
stnire  ilie  same  fate,  or  at  the  best  be  only  attended  by  apo- 
ihecavies,  unless  the  grand  jury  bo  deprived  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  power  of  working  mischief. 

Tito  present  funds  arc  so  low,  from  the  cause  ftcqncmly 
Slated  bolbrc,  that  ihcy  would  not  allow  any  alloraiioo  to 
bciiGllt  ihc  poor;  amt  I regret  to  say,  that  unless  Government 
dosomelliingfor  disi'cnsaries,  and  place  them  in  an  inde- 
iiendent  uiid  tesiiectalile  alliludo,  they  must  ))aM  froni  llio 
hands  of  the  respectable  and  qualified  physician  or  surgeon 
into  those  of  unqualified  persons  and  apothecaries,  Ilian 
w'hich  there  could  not  be  a greater  curse  on  Ilia  poor.  I 
could  suggest  many  improvements  on  dispensaries,  olitch 
would  prevent  abuses,  and  render  them  ol'  inliniie  value  to 
the  poor,  were  this  the  proper  place,  and  tliat  the  limits  of 
iheec  queries  allowed  it. 

0.5.  Q 
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Listowcl  Dispensary. 

Milltown  Dispensary. 

Tarhei-t  Dispensary. 

Mr.  G.  Sabnon,  Apothecary. 

fFht.  Kennedy,  Esq. , ai.  p. 

Tlie  Listowe)  Dispensary,  established  in  the 
year  1828,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor. 

The  Milltown  Dispensary. 

The  Tarbert  Dispensary,  establislied 
for  the  rebef  of  the  poor,  has  been  un 
as  medical  superintendent,  since  its  or 

^•fuly  1828, 
iginal  foraa- 

h rile  parish 
Isey  are  both 

There  are  eight  parishes,  all  in  this  county. 

Seven  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

The  district  consists  of  two  parishe: 
of  Tarbert  and  parish  of  Murhur  j i. 
in  the  county  of  Kerry. 

Baliinoe,  Ballylongford  and  Tarbert  Dispensaries 

In  Tralee  and  Killamcy. 

The  Ballylongford  Dispensary,  within  four  miles  • 
the  dispensary  of  Listowel,  within  nine  miles  ; but 
fcre  is  no  infirmary  or  public  hospital  withb  tea 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infimary  within  my  dis- 

No  hospital  or  infirmary  nearer  than  Tralee  or 
Killamey ; one  eight  miles,  and  the  other  nine 
miles  &om  this  town. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  mfirmary  within  the  above-mentioned  district, 
nor  is  there  any  hospital  or  infirmary  within  tbs 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  in  which  I reside ; 
attend  three  days  in  the  week,  and  from  which  I 
derive  a salary  of  80  Z.  a year. 

I attend  only  one  dispensary,  rituated  in  the 
town ; I attend  it  daily,  and  my  salary  is  30 1. 
per  annum. 

I attend  the  Tarbert  Dispensary  solely,  and  do 
other  dispensary,  infirmary  or  hospital ; I am  paid 
salary  between  40 1.  and  50 1.  annually,  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  the  funds;  I am  required  to 
attend  every  day  through  the  year. 

Only  when  the  person  requiring  such  aid  resides 
on  subscribing  property  within  my  district,  and  is 
recommended  by  a subscriber. 

I do  in  all  cases  of  emergency. 

Iconsidor  it  my  duty  to  give  my  personal  attend- 
ance whenever  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required, 
and  it  is  my  constant  practice  to  do  so. 

Yes. 

There  has  been  no  registry  kept  further  than 
returning  to  the  grand  jury  on  passing  the  ac- 
counts the  number  of  persons  who  have  obtained  : 

A fegister  is  kept  of  all  the  cases  where  applica- 
tion has  been  made  for  aid,  how  those  a^lications 
have  been  disposed  of,  and  with  what  result. 

8,640,  on  whose  cure  and  relief  36,000  personal 
attendances  were  bestowed,  and  who  laboured  under 
almost  every  known  chronic  and  acute  disease. 

Tlie  diseases  in  general  are  typhus  and  intermit- 

Admitted.  Reliered.  | Died. 

Attended  at  Iheir 
1 Residence. 

■ of  the  lungs,  the  diseases  of  children,  worm  fevers, 
measles,  small  pox,  &c.  ; 

1,4!)6  1 1,461  SC 

The  diseases  were,  dyspepsia,  fever,  pc 
Rostriies,  ementis,  diarrbrea.  diabetes, 
Cuensa,  scarletinu,  dysentery,  ophtha: 
anections,  fractures,  simple  and  cod 
many  surgical  cases,  too  numerous  to 

1 S28 

irepneumonia,  hepatic, 
mcealcs,smaJ]  pox,  in* 
Imia,  dropsy,  calsrrhel 
apound,  accidents,  sad 

It  occurs  but  rarely ; the  effect  of  our  lament- 
able partial  dependence  on.  unprincipled  private  in- 
dividuals. 

I Imow  of  none ; the  subscribers  are  very  par- 
Idcular  whom  they  recommend.  | 

I do  not  consider  any  persons  participaring  the 
benefit  of  the  charity  who  are  not  proper  oljccts 
of  gintuitous  assistance. 

Mr.  Harrington,  of  Cork,  and  Leslie,  of  Dublin, 
Druggists,  supply  such  medicine  oa  1 deem  neces- 

j The  medicines  are  procured  from  a druggist,  and 
compounded  by  the  Apothecary. 

Tlie  medicines  are  procured  from  Messrs.  Leslie 
& Co. , Druggists,  Dublin,  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
institution  ; who  sends  them  to  mo  to  the  dispea- 
' sary,  and  I compound,  prepare  and  administer  them. 

Tlie  average  receipt  by  private  subscriptions  and 
equivalent  presentments,  2001.  ; the  expenditure, 
tantamount ; viz.  1101.  towards  procuring  medical 
attendants,  the  remainder  for  medicine  and  other 
necessaries. 

The  treasurer  of  the  dispensary  for  the  last  three 
years  having  left  the  country  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health,  we  cannot  give  an  account  of  receipts 
and  expenditure  for  those  years ; but  the  amount  of 
subscriptions  paid  into  the  present  treasurer’s 
hands  for  this  year,  is  only  26 1.  It  is  never  more 
than  S3f. 

Receipt. 

1830  - £.88  12  6§ 

1831  - 69  4 2| 

1832  - 66  16  9 J 

G£K£RRL  HEADS  OF  £X: 

1830.  18, 

} 19  0 4 12 

Rent  - 6 0 0 1 5 

Exp 

£.7 

6; 

PENDH 

31.  1 

0 0 
9 S 
0 0 

lendituie. 

4 0 4 
7 9 5 
3 15  8 

1832. 
40  0 0 
18  15  8 
5 0 0 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  ob- 
tained from  this  county  only. 

By  subscriptions,  and  a like  sum  by  presimtmeiit 
from  the  coimty. 

The  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Tarbert  Dis]ieii- 
sary  are  provided  one-halfby  private  subscriptloDs, 
the  other  half  by  presentments,  obtained  annually 
from  county  Kerry  solely. 

I cannot ; our  funds,  left  subject  to  the  caprices 
and  uncharitahleness  of  private  individuals,  and 
grand  juries,  arc  too  poor  and  fluctuating  to  admit 
any  further  extension  of  relief,  or  any  alteration  on 
which  we  could  permanently  act:  this  year,  our 
grand  jury  (qida  possMt)  unexpectedly  refused  the 
usual  grant. 

The  funds  are  so  small,  diat  they  can  barely 
afford  them  medieme  and  attendance. 

Our  funds  are  very  small.  I cannot  suggest  any 
alteration  by  which  they  could  be  made  more  effi- 
cient for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
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Tralee  Dispensary. 

Ballingarry  Dispensary. 

Ballinlajider  Dispensary. ' 

Medical  Attendants. 

Rahert  Odell,  Esq. 

James  O'Brien,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Tbc  Tralee  Dispensary;  a small  house  rented 
fcr  that  purpose ; only  one,  established  about  ten 
jeais. 

The  Ballii^arry  Dispensary.  It  was  established 
in  the  year  1 823,  and  is  the  only  one  under  my 

Balhnlander  Dispensary. 

Tvfo  parishes  in  the  same  county  ; persons  from 
s!l  the  parishes  come  here. 

My  district  includes  Ballingarry  (a  very  exten- 
sive parish),  and  part  of  the  parishes  of  Rathkeale, 
Croagh,  Kilfenny,  Clounagh  and  Killeedy. 

Four  parishes,  all  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

There  are  fire,  includii^  this  (Tralee.) 

There  are  four,  three  of  which  have  fever  hos- 
pitals attached  to  them.  The  nearest,  Rathkeale, 
is  within  four  miles  of  Ballingarry. 

There  are  but  two  dispensaries  within  ten  miles 
in  this  county,  Kilfermy  five,  and  Knoebauy 

We  know  of  no  other  but  the  above-named  dis- 
pensary, which  is  quite  a separate  establishment 
hem  the  County  Infirmary. 

There  is  not. 

There  is  no  other  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the 
county  nearer  than  20  miles  to  me;  Limerick 
city  is  the  nearest.  I do  not  know  the  emolu- 
ments received  by  the  medical  attendants. 

We  all  live  in  Tralee,  and  attend  gratis  month 

I do  not.  My  salary  for  1831  was  501.  per 
annum,  and  for  last  year  75/.  I attend  for  four 
hours  every  second  day.  I reside  within  less  than 
half  a mile  of  it. 

I attend  hut  one  dispensary,  in  which  I reside. 
My  salary  is  84/.  per  annum.  I have  two  fixed 
1 days,  four  hours  each ; but  if  any  sudden  illness 
1 occurs,  I give  it  every  day. 

We  give  our  advice  through  motives  of  humanity. 

Certmnly.  The  number  of  visits  paid  annually 
amounts  to  200  or  300.  Some  upwards  of  six 
miles  from  Ballingarry. 

I attend  all  out-door  cases,  on  the  subscribers’ 
recommendations,  to  the  poor. 

We  write  down  the  names  of  every  applicant, 
nit1i  the  name  of  the  disease. 

A hook  is  kept  in  which  the  cases,  &c.  are 
entered.  An  account  of  number  relieved,  &c. 
is  furnished  to  the  grand  jury. 

I enter  in  a book  the  names  of  each  applicant, 
and  the  medicines  given  to  each ; in  this  small  space 
I could  not  give  even  an  outline  of  the  several  eases, 
treatment  and  results. 

We  attend  twice  a week,  and  about  40  or  50 
apply  each  time.  The  diseases  generally  resulting 
from  cold,  fatigue,  and  want  of  sufficient  food.  i 

The  number  of  patients  relieved  yearly  was  ■ 
from  2,500  to  2,800,  as  well  as  I can  recollect. 

This  dispensary  was  established  in  1832;  the 
number  of  persons  who  received  medicines  and 
advices  for  that  year  was  more  than  three  thousand 
five  hundred  : the  number  this  year  will  be  con- 
siderably more. 

Not  to  our  knowledge. 

In  general  the  patients  arc  too  poor  to  pay 
either  for  advice  or  medicine. 

I know  that  in  some  instances  persons  not 
objects  of  charity  procure  tickets  from  suhscribers. 

They  are  supplied  by  a druggist  once  or  twice  a 

By  Mr.  W.  B.  Kelly,  an  extensive  druggist  and 
apothecary  in  Limerick. 

■Wlienever  medicine  is  wanted,  I make  out  a list, 
which  is  sent  by  the  treasurer  to  the  druggist,  with 
whom  the  committee  make  all  fm'ther  arrange- 

The  total  amount  of  monies  received  for  the  last 
three  years  is  245 1.  15  s.,  half  by  presentment  and 
the  other  half  by  private  subscriptions,  of  which 
rum  there  is  now  in  hand  barely  sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  dispensary  until  the  nest  assizes,  when 
oew  subsetipaons  will  be  obtained.  The  e.vpendi- 
tura  consists  chiefly  of  medicine,  apothecary  for 
compounding,  fuel  and  rent. 

I am  unable  to  answer  this  query,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unavoidable  al)scnce  of  the  trea- 
surer. The  funds  aie  very  limited.  1 

Receipt.  E.xpenditure. 

1832  - £.140  0 0 1 £.140  0 0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENniTURE. 
Salaries  - - £.  96  0 0 

Medicines  - - 20  0 0 

Rent  - . • 14  0 0 

Repau-s  - - 6 0 0 

Contingencies  - 4 0 0 

The  present  j'Oar  (1833)  not  yet  closed. 

liy  private  subscription,  and  by  an  equal  sum 
frauted  by  the  graud  jury. 

It  is  supported  by  subscriptions,  and  present- 
ments from  this  county  (Limerick.) 

The  landed  proprietors,  clergyman  and  fanneis, 
subscribe  a certain  sum  each.  The  grand  juiy 
^nt  a sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  subscrip- 
tions. County  Limerick  only. 

The  funds  are  so  small,  that  we  cannot  surest 
soy  alteration  or  improvement  in  the  establish- 
ment, the  funds  being  scarcely  sufficient  to  supply 
‘he  necessary  medicines. 

I cannot.  When  I consider  the  limited  state  of 
the  funds,  I think  the  establishment  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  more  useful. 

If  an  asylum  for  sick  poor  could  be  established 
in  certain  districts  dirough  the  country,  it  would 
be  of  material  service  in  checking  the  spread  of  dis- 
ease, and  also  to  those  aifected. 

0.5. 
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BruIF  Dispensary. 

Callirconlish  Dispeasaiy. 

Castleconnell  Dispensaiy. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

Elliott  O'Donnell,  Esq.  m.d. 

Bniff  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year  1 834 ; 
and  also  Knockany  Dispcnsar)’,  established  in  1 82 1 . 
The  object  of  each  is  to  attend  twice  a week  at  dis- 
pensary, to  give  advice  and  administer  medicine, 
and  also  to  visit  patients  at  their  homes  when  ne- 
cessity requires  it. 

Cahirconlish  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1808. 

The  Castleeonnell  Dispensary,  establisheTT 
the  1st  day  of  December  1818,  with  a resident 
medical  officer  to  give  three  days’  attendance  erafl. 
to  the  poor  at  Castleeonnell  viikige  and  i«rish 
and  three  at  Ahane,  parish  KilnagarilF  in  each 
week,  and  administer  advice  and 

Sk  parishes,  all  within  the  county  of  Limerick. 

Two  parishes,  in  the  same  county. 

The  united  parishes  of  Castleconne 
nagariff,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  ai 
the  city  of  Limerick. 

dl  and  Kii- 
id  connty  of 

r Infirmaiji 

, Fever  Hos- 
lass  Dispen- 
side  of  the 
mtyTippe-' 

Knockany,  under  my  own  care  j Croome,  Fedi- 
more,  Bruree  and  Kilfenan. 

Limerick,  six  miles  from  this  town ; a dispen- 
sary in  Moroe,  five  miles  from  this  place. 

Limerick  City  Dispensary,  Count; 
Barrii^ton’s  Gty  of  Limerick  Hospital 
pital,  within  six  or  seven  miles ; Dooi 
sary,  county  Clare,  two  miles  opposite 
Shannon ; and  Newport  Dispensary,  co 
rary,  five  mdes. 

There  is  not. 

Not  that  I know. 

The  Castleconne]]  Dispensary  is  not  attached 
to  any  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  district ; the 
salary  for  medical  attendant  is  50  /.  a year ; and 
20  /.  aUowed  to  provide  a house,  and  dispensary  fm 
keeping  and  issuing  the  medicines  from. 

1 attend  Knockany  and  Bruff  only,  distant  from 
each  other  three  miles ; salary  for  the  former  60 
per  annum,  for  the  latter  75  Z.  1 attend  two  days 
in  the  week  to  each,  and  vi»t  extern  patients  in  the 
intermediate  days,  if  called  upon. 

I attend  no  diqtensary  but  Cahirconlish,  every  I 
day,  from  nine  to  twelve  o’clock  (Sundays  ex- I 
oepted).  Salary,  60/.  per  year.  ' 

I attend  two  dispensaries,  one  at  CastleconneU, 
where  I reside,  and  another  at  Ahane,  thmc  milei 
distant  from  my  residence.  I attend  three  days  in 
week  at  Castleeonnell,  and  two  days  in  the  week  at 

Ssoae'Ss*  T P=“d'70;,  a y^ar^tUe^belngconTidel^ 

Ido. 

Such  patients  (living  in  this  town)  as  are  un- 
able to  attend  the  dispensary,  are  attended  at 
their  houses. 

I do,  on  receiving  a ticket  irom  any  of  the  tub. 
scribers. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  cases,  and  their 
treatment,  and  the  result  may  be  concluded  as  gene- 
rally successful. 

The  subscriber’s  recommendation  is  the  only 
register.  The  patients  are  attended  occasionally 
till  they  recover. 

Not  having  any  clerk  or  assistant,  I only  enter 
the  names,  disease  and  residence  of  each  applicant 
in  a book ; and  at  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee, I fiimish  them  with  the  number  of  peraons 
■ relieved  during  the  past  year. 

Tlie  number  of  persons  is  9,600;  diseases  treated 
are,  fevers,  inflammations,  eruptic  fevers,  pleurisies, 
chronic  coughs  and  colds,  scrofula,  aeddents,  cuta- 
neous diseases,  stomach  affections,  bowel  afiections, 
sore  eyes,  ulcers,  abcesses,  &c. 

The  number  of  persons  attended  at  their  houses 
and  relieved,  may  be  about  1,000  pd  year ; the 
number  attended  at  tlie  dispensary  about  4,000 
a year : their  diseases,  fevers,  pleurisies,  inflam- 
mations, rheumatism,  &c.,  and  almost  every  dis- 
ease to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable. 

During  the  last  three  years  about  32,000  pereoDs, 

including  repetitions,  have  received  from  me  advice 
and  medicines  between  the  two  dispensaries.  The 
most  general  diseases  have  been,  fevers,  indigesdoii, 
scrofula,  bowel  complaints,  inflammatory  affcetioDS, 
rheumatism,  and  various  surgical  cases,  fee.  Many 
very  bad  lying-in  cases  have  come  under  my  care. 

Frequently,  an  abuse  originating  with  the  sub- 
scribers who  recommend,  and  whose  reconsmenda- 
tion  I do  not  feel  mysdf  at  liberty  to  rqect. 

It  has  frequently  happened,  and  in  dangerous 
cases  could  not  well  be  avoided ; but  unless  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  where  delay  might  he  fatal,  it 
has  not  been  practised. 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  a Limerick  dni^ist ; ordered  in  suitable  and 
convenient  quantities,  so  that  the  medicine  might 
not  suffer  fi-om  damp,  &c. 

The  medidnes  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Frazer, 
Druggist,  Limerick. 

Ihe  medicines  are  supplied  from  Mr.  Bennclt 
Kelly's  Medical  Hall,  Limerick,  by  pass-book,  kept 
with  his  establishment. 

1831  - - - 130  18  0 

1832  - - - 138  0 0 

1833  - - - 130  12  0 

The  physician’s  salary  is  the  principal  item  of 
expeiiditiive;  and  the  residue  of  the  yearly  fund  is 
applied  in  payment  of  medicine,  house-rent,  and  a 
var-ioty  of  other  things  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
institution,  but  too  tedious  for  insertion. 

Receipt.  i Expenditure. 

1831  -sB.106  0 0 s0. 122  4 6 

1832  - 119  12  0 117  19  5 

1833  - 90  16  0 1 90  26  0 

GZHERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

Medicines,  Medical  Attendant,  and  Rent  of  Dis- 
pensaiy-house. 

Receipt. 

1830  - £.118  0 ( 

1631  - 111  0 ( 

1832  - no  18  ( 

GENERAL  HEADS  01’ 

1831. 

Physician  -£,  70  0 0 
Medicine  - 30  1 3 

” o; 

Sundries  - 0 11  4J 

Exper 
) 1 £.  IK 

) nc 

) 1 lOi 

' EXPENDIT' 

1832.  1 
70  0 0 1 
33  11  9 
6 0 0 
' 0 15  4J 

iditure 

1 10  5 
1 7 li 
i 15 

1833. 
70  0 0 

9 2 e 
0 20  Ij 

By  presentment  on  the  county  in  which  the  dis- 
jMnsary  is  situate,  equal  to  the  voluntary  subscrip- 

Supported  by  subscriptions,  and  a grant  from 
the  county. 

By  presentment  from  the  county  Limerick  grand 
jury  only,  equal  to  the  voluntary  subscriphons 
paid. 

I cannot,  for  the  funds  at  present  are  scarcely 
sirfficient  to  meet  the  calls  of  the  institution,  such 
as  If  is ; but,  I think  a house  of  recovery  or  fever 
hospital  atUched  to  one  or  mnredispensaries  in  the 
eeutre  of  a hirge  populous  district,  would  be  a check 
to  contagious  aud  epidemic  diseases,  and  a gi-eat 
blewi.ig  to  the  poor- 

The  funds  for  this  establishment  have  been  laid 
out  to  the  best  .advantage  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ; 
an  increase  of  its  funds  would  enable  the  subscri- 
bers to  make  alterations,  which  would  bo  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  poor  in  this  neighbour- 

I cannot.  The  committee  of  my  dispcnsariia 
are  pai  ticularly  zealous  in  the  cau.se  of  humanit)', 
and  most  competent  to  discharge  the  various  duties 
connected  with  their  oliico. 
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Clarina  Dispensai-y. 

Groom  Dispeasaiy. 

Glin  Dispeiisaiy. 

Michael  Brodie,  Esij.  m.  n. 

Hionyeius  O'Flaherty,  Esq.  m.  d. 

— 

Oaf ina  Dispensary,  establislied  about  14  years. 
I am  dso  one  of  tbe  physicians  to  tiie  City  Lime- 
rick bfinnary,  to  which  two  other  physicians  and 
three  surgeons  are  attached. 

Groom  Dispensary,  established  July  1826. 

The  Glin  Dispensary,  established  in  1827. 

There  are  two  parishes,  and  the  gi'eater  part  of  a 
third  in  the  district;  two  in  the  County,  and  the  re- 
inainder  in  the  liberties  of  the  City. 

Tlie  parish  of  Groom,  and  portions  of  the  ad- 
joining parishes  of  Adare,  Manister,  Buff,  Ballin- 
garry  aud  Bockhill,  all  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

Tlic  jiatisli  of  Glin,  aud  parts  of  the  parishes  of 
Loughill  and  BallyhahUl. 

Pallas  Kenry  Dispensary  is  distant  from  Clarina 
about  five  miles  and  a half;  Adare  Dispensary,  to 
which  a small  fever  hospital  is  attached,  nearly  six 
Hides ; Groom  Dispensary,  nearly  seven  miles ; Kil- 
pcacon,  five  miles ; Limerick,  four  miles. 

Adare,  Rathkeale,  Fedamore,  Bruff,  Bruree, 
Castletown,  Kilpeacon,  Ballingairy,  Clarina. 

There  is  a disjieusary  at  Tarbert,  four  miles  from 
this  place,  and  in  the  county  of  Kerry. 

There  b no  hospital  or  other  dispensary  in  tins 
district.  Physician'ssaJary,  76f.  per  annum.  No 
apothecary,  the  funds  of  the  institution  not  being 
sufficient  to  enable  the  committee  to  employ  one ; 
no  other  emoluments. 

No  other  dispensary  within  my  district. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
within  this  district. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary ; but  as  physician  to 
the  City  of  Limerick  lufinnary,  1 attend  it  in  roy 
turn  in  the  morning.  Clarina  Dispensary  is  four 
juilcs  distant  from  my  house  in  town,  but  the  dis- 
trict extends  to  within  nearly  a mile  of  it ; attead- 
imce  three  days  in  the  week. 

I only  attend  the  Glin  Dispensary. 

I attend  acute  or  urgent  cases  at  the  patients’ 
homes,  when  required  by  a subseriW. 

In  every  case. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  all  cases  when 
required  to  do  so, 

There  is  at  present ; but  1 must  confess  that  I 
have  frequently  found  it  impossible  to  keep  a regu- 
lar register,  there  being  on  some  daj-s  70  or  80  ap- 
plicants, aud  10  or  12  to  be  visited  at  their  houses, 
tot  having  an  apothecary  to  compound. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  cases,  and  how  they  arc 
disposed  of. 

There  have  been,  on  an  average  for  each  of  the 
last  three  years,  neatly  2,000  persons  relieved  at 
Oarina  Dispensary.  The  disc.ascs  treated  were  prin- 
ci|ul]y  affections  of  cheat,  liver,  bowels,  eyes,  com- 
tioii  fever,  rheumatism,  measles,  small  pox,  cuta- 
neous o&ctions,  &c.  &c. 

5,700,  comprising  fevers,  intonnittent,  remit- 
tent, continued  and  tjqilvus,  .and  inflammations, 
indigestion,  cutaneous  diseases,  dyseuteiy,  cholera, 
consumption,  &c.  &c.  aud  many  surgical  cases. 

There  were  over  4,596*  relieveil ; 965  of  thtwe 
were  attended  at  their  own  houses,  from  1st  January 
1830  to  1st  January  1833.  The  principal  diseases 
were,  fevers,  affections  of  the  chest,  choleia,  dysen- 
tery, diaiThreas,  and  affections  of  the  digestive  oigans. 

‘ Those  were  attended  .at  least  five  times  each. 

A great  many  persons  receive  advice  and  medi- 
cine gratuitously,  wiro  are  all  able  to  purchase  me- 
dicine, and  indeed  many  who  are  well  able  to  pay 
for  advice  and  medicine  : those  persons,  of  course,  ) 

Rarely. 

’et  tickets  from  subscribers. 

The  instances  are  very  rare  of  persons  liaviiig 
jiarticipated  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity  who  were 
in  circumstances  not  to  require  gratuitous  assist- 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Kelly, 
Druggist,  through  the  secretary. 

By  the  committee. 

The  mediciucs  are  supplied  bythecoinmitteofrom 
the  funds  of  the  charity. 

Subscriptions,  each  of  the  last  three  years,  about 
551.  Presentment,  an  equal  sum,  55  f.  Drug- 
gist’sliill.froin  291.  to30f.  Physician’s  salary,  751. 
Heut,  31.  3 s.  Incidental  expenses,  about  30  s. 

On  an  average,  1101.  received,  including  pre- 
sentment. Expended,  801.  per  annum,  physician’s 
salary,  and  30 1.  for  medicine. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  se.134  2 0 £.134  12  6^ 

1831  - 125  16  0 I2I  15  11 

1832  ..  121  15  0 1 133  8 3 i 

GEKEtAL  HEAnS  OP  EXPENDIIURB. Salaiy 

aud  medicine. 

By  subscriptions  from  the  rreighbouring  gentry, 
and  presentment  from  the  county  of  Limerick 
grand  jury. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  aud  presentment 
(until  this  year  equal  in  amount  to  the  voluntary 
subscriptions) ; but  this  year  the  grand  jury  cur- 
tailed the  grant  considerably,  in  consequence  of  not 
having  their  favourite  elected  medical  attendant  at 
the  last  election. 

By  voluntary  contributions,  to  which  the  county 
adds  a sum  equal  to  tlie  auiount  contributed. 

Dre  funds  for  the  support  of  this  dLspensaTy  are 
so  hmited,  not  admitting  even  the  employment  of 
to  apothecary,  that,  consistently  with  their  present 
kw  state,  1 cannot  suggest  any  alteration. 

I know  of  no  other  distribution  of  the  present 
funds  which  would  render  it  more  beneficial  to  the 
poor  in  a medical  point;  but  the  eatablif^hmentwoulil 
be  made  much  more  usefnl,  if  funds  rvere  to  be  hml 
committee,  to  be  by  them  laid  out,  when  ordered  h 
some  food  and  bedding  for  the  ruuuy  poor,  10  whom,  wilhi 

I do  not  think  the  fiiuds  iii  tWr  preseut  ^10 
could  be  better  applied  llmr;  they  are. 

from  some  qunrler,  anil  {daced  iu  the  hands  of  tlw 
IV  the  im-dical  attrudanta,  iu  the  purrUase  of  wliolo* 
lilt  then  adjwut,  mvdtcinc  cae  ohw  M ef  Ultle  aso. 

0.5.  R 
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Limerick  General  Dispensary. 

Limerick  Dispensary. 

Kilfinfm  Dispensaiy. 

miiarn  Griffin,  Esq.,  M.  r. 

Mr.  George  Ryan,  Apothecary. 

j John  Grove  White,  Esq.,  m.b. 

Tlie  City  of  Limerick  General  Dispensary. 

The  City  of  Limerick  Dispensary,  established  I The  name  of  the  dispensary  under  my  care  is 
so  long  back  as  1796.  the  Kilfinan  Dispensary,  establbhed  about  tweaty 

1 years  or  upwards.  I am  also  in  charge  (in  con- 
junction with  the  medical  attendant  of  the  Charleville  Dispensary)  ofa  brandi 
of  this  dispensary,  established  in  Kilinallock  about  eight  years  back ; the  olject 
of  both  being  to  give  medical  and  surgical  aid  to  tlie  sick  poor. 

All  parishes  within  the  city  and  liberties,  five ' 
in  number. 

I cannot  be  particular  aa  to  the  number  of  pa. 
rishes,  but  my  district  extends  on  the  south  side  te 
the  hounds  of  the  county  of  Cork,  a distance  of  six 
miles ; on  the  north  it  extends  about  sis  miles,  on 
the  west  side  about  six  miles,  and  on  tbe  east  about 
four  miles,  all  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

I cannot  state  how  many  within  ten  miles ; but 
in  Limerick  are  the  County  Hospital,  Barrington’s 
Hospital,  Fever  and  Lock  Hospital,  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital ; besides  Lunatic  Asylums,  Almshouses,  £cc. 
&c. 

There  are  only  two  dispensaries  within  ten  miles 
of  this,  vis.  Ballylanders,  which  is  within  five  miles, 
in  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  Kildonery,  n«ir 
nine  miles,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  except  the  htaneb 
of  this  dispensary,  which  ia  held  at  Kilmailock,  j 
distance  of  five  miles. 

There  is  no  other  recognised  dispensary  attached 
to  either  hospital  or  infirmary  in  tMs  tlistrict ; 
ours  has  been  always  independent  of  such. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary,  there  being  no  hospital  or  infirmary 
in  the  district. 

— 

I attend  the  city  dispensary  only,  as  resident 
apothecary,  every  day,  and  am  only  pmd  50Z.  per 
annum ; the  salary  was  formerly  80  Z. 

I attend  toe  Dispensary  of  Kiianan,  where  I reside,  three 
days  in  toe  week,  and  am  always  in  toe  habit  ef  aliendine 
toe  sick  poor  at  their  own  houses,  io  too  capacity  of  phjsi- 

raoyb™nMeMaryl“pMftttn^^^ 

All  tho  medical  men  of  the  city  attend  the  dis- 
pensary gratuitously,  and  visit  the  poor  occasion- 
iilly  at  their  homes,  when  their  other  avocations 
allow  them. 

I do  not,  although  1 frequently  attend  even  out 
of  doors  in  urgent  cases  when  called  upon. 

I always  consider  it  an  imperative  duty  to  do  so, 
and  strictly  adhere  to  it. 

There  is  no  registry  of  cases  kept,  and  of  course  j 
no  knowledge,  even  with  the  physicians  themselves,  j 
of  how  their  duty  is  perfijrmeil,  or  whether  their  ■ 
treatment  has  been  useful  or  othenvise. 

Not  of  all  the  case 
dispensed. 

s,  but  of  the  prescriptions 

There  is  a register  kept  for  all  such  purposes. 

Prescriptions.  1 

1830  34,523 

1831  37,119 

1832  31,962 

The  number  of  patients,  the  nature  of  their  dis- 
eases, and  the  results  are  totally  unknovm. 

1830  - 

1831  - 

1832  - 

1 For  nearly  all  dlaea 
subject. 

- - 34,523 

- - 37,119 

- - 31,962 

ses  to  which  the  poor  are 

1830  - 6,2281  Of  this  number,  the  greater 

1831  - 8,542  sparthavelabouredunderaffec" 

1832  - 7, 558J  tionsoftlielungs, fevers, bouel 

and  stomach  complaints,  dropsies  and  affectioos  of 
the  skin.  A great  number  of  women  have  been  re- 
lieved at  their  own  houses,  who  suffered  under  diffi- 
cult and  preternatural  labours,  and  who  must  have 
perished  if  assistance  were  not  afforded  them. 

I 


Too  often  persona  able  to  pay  impose  tbems 
paupers,  and  procure  advice  and  medicine. 


Not  often. 


The  medicine  is  purchased  from  Mr.  W.  B. 
Kelly,  druggist,  and  prepared  and  dispensed  by 


The  medicines  are  purchased  out  of  the  dispeo- 
sary  funds,  and  Supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie  St  Co. 
Dru^ists,  Dublin. 


In  the  city  of  Cork  there  are  about  240  subscri- 
bers to  the  dispensary,  and  its  income  about  750  Z. 

In  Limerick  we  have  only  about  60  subscribers, 
and  the  income  last  year  was  no  more  tlian  270  Z £ven  this 
atlon  of  the  real  interests  of  the  poor,  would  effect  infinitely 
might  be  cosily  increased  to  double  the  amount  by  a little  ext 


Receipt. 

1830  - s£.3U  7 7[ 

Expenditure. 
£.  307  6 8 

1830 

Receipt.  i 

- £.314  7 7 . 

Expenditure. 
£.307  5 8 

Receipt. 
1830  - £.251 

0 0 

Expenditure. 

£.  255  5 6 i 

1831  • 

335  14  n 

361  19  2 

1831 

335  4 11  j 

361  19  2 

1831  - 248 

16  0 

245  8 2 

1832  - 

272  2 0 1 

231  19  1 

1832 

272  2 0 1 

231  19  1 

1832  - 251 

0 0 

260  3 4 

from  the  City  grand  jurV-  ^ 


iects  for  wbich  it  was  established.  The  number  of  gdver- 

begottogelheploconciuctlliebmines.  of  toe  charity.  Thete 
die*medRal*meiil’a^''to^^ 

■tionofthepub'i- 


relief.  In  short, 


boliove  the  population  is  more  nmner 
I attempted  more  than  once  to  draw 


in,  if  managed  with  a due  consider- 
JK  benefit  than  it  now  does ; but  it 
on  on  the  part  of  the  committee. 


ia  dispensary,  altiiougli  a 


,h.:,  h'o. 

to  reduce  the  salary  of  toe  apothecary  when  his  labour 
increased,  being  nearly  double  what  it  had  been  some 

been  uphold  m it  h^  been*f«“mony  yeara. 


GENltnAL  B 


7 EXPENDITUns: 


It  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  pyen 
chiefly  by  non-resident  landlords  (there  being 
I scarcely  any  resident  gentlemen  in  the  neighhonf' 
hood),  and  aa  eaual  sum  presented  by  the  g<^ 
jury  of  the  county  of  Limerick. 


I do  not  consider  that  any  alteration  could  be 
distribution  of  the  funds,  which  would  render  more  serw 
to  the  poor  than  they  at  present  possess;  but  I oro  oi^ 
nion,  that  if  an  hospital  were  attached  to  too  dispei^ry 
much  good  would  result  therefrom,  inasmacn  os  ‘o'-  ty 
afflicted  with  fever  or  any  other  contagious  di: 


• land  only  for  lb; 


people  to  subscribe  (there  aro  numbers  who  would  do  so  if  they  wereaskedj,  but  in  sotting't’host!  who  do  subscribe  lodcvolclinv  time  to  the  afTaitsof  the  ciuiiiy. 
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Kilpcacon  Dispensary. 

Knockany  Dispensary. 

Muiroe  Dispensary. 

Committee  acd  Medical  Attendant. 

Secreuiy  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

Kilpeacon  Dispeneajy,  eetablislied  1832. 

Knocliany  Dispensary,  establisbed  in  1821,  and 
also  Bruff  Dispensary,  established  in  1824. 

The  name  of  the  dispensary  is  Murroe,  established 
in  the  year  1828. 

There  are  seven  parislies,  and  a part  of  a parish, 
in  my  district,  and  all  in  the  same  county. 

Nine  parishes,  containing  a dsnse  pauper  popu- 
lation ; and  all  situate  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

Two,  situated  in  the  same  county. 

The  Liraeiick  Hospitals  and  Dispensary,  Adare 
Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Croom,  Clarina  and 
Fetlamore  Dispensaries. 

1 

Brui^  Kilfiuau,  Ballylanders,  Fedamore  and 
Bruree. 

The  County  and  City  Infirmaries  and  Fever  Hos- 
pital in  Limei  ick,  which  is  nine  miles  distant ; there 
are  other  dispensaries  there  with  wliich  I am  not 
acquainted,  in  the  country  around;  within  ten 
miles  there  arc  nine  dispensaries. 

There  is  no  hospit.il  or  infirmary  within  the 
district  of  ray  dispensary. 

There  is  no  House  of  Recovery  or  Hospital 
attaclied  to  the  two  dispensaries  to  which  I am 
medical  attendant. 

None. 

I am  an  occasional  attendant  of  the  Limerick 
Plspmsary,and  sole  atlendanlof  IheKdpeiicon ; the  former, 

The  salary  of  Ihe  Kilpeacon  is^not  a Sxedone,  asit 
d^nds  on  the  .imounl  of  subscriptions  and  presentment. 

1 sitend  it  two  days  m the  week,  or  any  period  when  called  0 

I attend  Biiitf,  in  conjunction  with  Knockany 

tarn  fr'o^nockany  three  m1les™alaryfor  Bruff,  76 1 per 
annum,  and  for  Knockau}-,  601.  I^altend  twi^days  in  the 

D ! should  cases  of  urgency  occur,  I visit  them  daily. 

I attend  one  dispensary  only.  Wy  salaiy  is  701. 
a year ; I attend  three  days  in  the  week ; viz. 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  aud  Fridays,  three  hours 
each  day. 

In  ail  tases  when  reijuired. 

Ido. 

I consider  it  necessary  that  the  patients  should  be 
seen  at  their  own  houses  by  the  medical  man,  other- 
wise very  Ettle  benefit  can  bo  expected. 

Ikccp  a register  of  all  applications  for  professional 
aid,  together  with  their  residence,  and  by  whom 
recommended ; should  a case  be  more  than  ordinary, 
I note  it  particularly. 

. There  is  a register  kept  of  all  thccasos,  and  then' 
treatment,  and  the  result  may  be  concluded  as 
generally  favourable. 

I always  keep  a registry  of  the  number  of  patients 
at  the  dispensary  each  day,  and  of  those  that  have 
been  visit^  at  their  own  houses. 

The  nomber  of  aiiplications  for  advice  and  medicine  the 
last  year,  is  about  4,500,  many  of  whom  I visited  at  their 
Mliii^,  labouring  under  fever,  inflammation,  dysentery, 
alTeclions  of  the  lungs  aud  liver,  scrofula  of  a 

ophthalmia,^ inilueuza  ^d  cholera,  as  well  as  a variety 
or  injuries.  I have  delivered  several  tromen  at  their 
daelhnjSi  who  would  not  have  survived  but  for  pro- 

About  12,000;  diseases  treated  are,  fevers,  in- 
flaimnations,  eruptive  fevers,  pleurisies,  chrouic 
coughs  and . cold,  scrofula,  accidents,  cutaneous 
diseases,  midwifery  attendance,  stomach  affections, 
bowel  complaints,  sore  eyes,  ulcers  and  abscesses. 
See.  Sec. 

Applicants  at  the  dispensary  - - 13,460 

Visited  at  their  own  houses  . - - - 300 

The  governors  of  my  dispensary  are  not  in  the 
habit  of  recommending  persons  to  the  charity,  but 
such  as  are  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance. 

It  does ; an  abuse  originating  with  the  subscri- 
bers who  recoroureud,  and  whose  recommendation 
I cannot  refuse. 

Repeatedly ; this  abuse  is  not  alone  confined  to  the 
dispensary  I take  charge  of,  but  is  common  in  all 
tbe  like  cbavitable  institutions  1 am  acquainted 
with. 

The  committee  and  treasurer  give  an  order  on 
the  liniggiat  for  their  supply. 

By  a Limerick  druggist,  and  furnished  by  agree- 
ment at  Dublin  prices. 

Medicines  are  obtained  by  order  of  the  treasurer 
and  committee,  from  a druggist  in  Limerick. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1832  . ^.102  6 0 1 i6.102  5 9 

1833  . 109  6 0 1 

GENEaaL  HEADS  OP  EXPEXDITUHE. 

1832. 

&dary  . . . £.  72  0 0 

lledieine  - . . 30  5 9 

The  accounts  for  1833  arc  not  yet  made  out. 

100  1.  per  annum  is  the  average  fiind,  wliich  is 
disbursed  by  60 1.  per  annum  to  the  physician,  and 
the  balauce  in  purchase  of  medicine  and  other 
necessaries. 

Receipt. 

1831  - - £■ 137  18  0 

1832  - - - T2I  18  0 

1833  ■ - - 126  8 0 

Chief  expenditure  is,  physician’s  salary,  meiliciuc, 

stationary  aud  houscurent. 

Ry  volimtary  contributions,  and  presentment 
rom  the  county  of  Limerick  only. 

By  presentment  ou  the  county  of  Limerick,  equal 
in  amount  to  voluntary  subscriptions. 

By  private  subscriptions  and  county  presentment, 
the  same  sum  being  allowed  by  the  graud  jury  that 
had  been  collected  by  private  subscription ; the 
subscribers  in  general  are  non-resident. 

I regret  I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  by  which 
ihor?  f could  be  made  more  efficiont  for 

miRcie'rn  '='‘’.'*'1? 

i>  by  ua  mean,  a^^^te  m hirdmies.  ' 

I cannot,  for  tlie  funds  are  too  low ; but  I thinlc 
a House  of  Recovery  or  Hospital  attached  to  one  or 
more  dispensaries  in  the  centre  of  a populous  dis- 
Iricl,  woufil  be  a check  to  contagious  nod  epidemic  diseases. 

From  what  I have  seen  of  the  sick  poor,  I consider 
it  would  he  cssomiallj-  necessary  (if  the  tends  of  a ilispen- 
sary  were  suflleleat),  besides  supplying  them  with  medicines, 
lo  have  them  equally  supplied  vrilh  Bcd-ctolUes  ond  other 
necessaries  during  their  illness,  wilhout  which  I think  tlio 
adminislrolion  of  medicine  of  very  lilUo  use ; the  case  again 
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Palace  Kenry  Dispensary. 

Shanagolden  Dispensarj'. 

Thomond  Gate  Dispensary. 

Daniel  Griffin,  Esq.  ri.  n. 

Joseph  Kennedy,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

M.  C.  Gore,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

There  is  only  one  under  my  care.  The  Kenrj' 
Dispensaiy,  to  which  theie  is  no  hospital  attached ; 
it  was  established  about  20  years  since. 

medicine  to  the  poor,  and  to  those  in  t 
diateroeilicalaid,  or  purchase  the  requi 

The  institution  wbicK  I superintend  is  called  tbe 
Shanagolden  Dispensary;  it  was  founded  by  the 
Right  Hon.  T.  Spring  Rice,  in  tho  year  1813.  Its 
object  isaudhasbeento  afford  giatuitousadvvceand 
e humbler  classes  who  are  unable  to  obtain  imme- 
jtc  medicine.  There  is  no  hospital  attached  to  it. 

Three  bstitutions  in  one  house;  an  infirmary  fb 
diseases  of  the  eye ; a dispensary  for  diseases  of  tU 
chest ; and  an  institution  for  attending  lyim.ii, 

IsSS  " 1, 

Five,  viz.  Kildimo,  Atdcany,  Chapelrussell, 
Kilcoman  Iveruss,  and  part  of  three  others,  viz. 
Adare,  Cappagh  and  Askeaton.  They  are  all  in 
tlie  same  county. 

Three  parishes,  Shanagolden,  BaUyhahill,  and 
Hobertsfown ; also  a part  of  the  parishes  of  Kill- 
coleman  and  Loghill,  all  in  the  county  of  Lime- 

As  the  institutions  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
generally,  all  the  neighbouring  parishes  are  inciudcil. 

Askeaton,  6 miles ; Adare,  8 miles  (an  hospital 
attached);  Rathkeale,  lOmiles(anhospital) ; Cla- 
rina,  8 miles;  Kilpeacon,  9 miles. 

In  Rathkeale,  an  hospital  and  dispensary,  8 miles 
distant ; a dispensary  and  hospital  in  Newcastle, 
8 miles ; a dispensary  in  Glin,  7 miles ; a dispen- 
sary in  Askeaton,  6 miles  distant. 

Dispensary  and  FeverHospital  at  Adare;L!spEn 
s.aries  at  Groom,  Doonass,  Six-milcBridgcand  Cos- 
tleconnell. 

Tlicrc  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  in  this  district, 
and  this  is  the  only  dispensary. 

There  are  none. 

tained  at  the  City  General 
The  medical  men  of  the  latte 

There  is  a dispensary  attaclied  to  Barrington’s 
Hospital,  and  to  the  County  of  Limerick  Infimiaiy 
for  prescribing  for  the  poor,  the  medicine  being  ob- 
>ispcnsary.  No  emolument  arises  from  the  former, 
r are  only  paid  for  attending  the  infirmary. 

I attend  one  only,  tliat  of  Palace  Kenry,  where 
I reside. 

medicine,  to  sec  it  compounded  and 
the  sick,  and  visit  them,  if  necess-vr; 
for  eeneral  attendance.  Mv  salary 

I attend  only  the  Shanagolden  Dispensary.  I am 
obliged  to  reside  in  the  dispensary-house,  where 
the  pharmacy  is  kept,  to  prescribe  the  requisite 
dispensed,  to  attend  every  day  to  hear  reports  from 
Thursdays  and  Mondays  are  the  days  appointed 
s921.  6s.  per  annum. 

I attend  my  own  establishments  in  Thomond  Gale 
and  the  City  of  Limerick  General  Dispensary,  every 
day,  without  any  emolument  whatever ; about  half 
a mile  or  so  from  my  residence. 

Certainly ; and  this  is  provided  for  by  a rule  of 
the  dispensary,  which  obliges  the  medical  attendant 
to  visit  any  patients  who  are  declared,  by  a ticket 
from  a subscriber,  to  require  attendance  at  their 
oivn  houses. 

I have  considered  it  my  duty  so  to  do,  for  the 
last  20  years. 

I think  personal  attendance  imperative,  and  tbere- 
fore  am  present  upon  all  occasions. 

An  accurate  register  is  kept  of  ali  the  patients  that  apply 
at  tbe  dispensary  for  assistance,  with  tho  parlicuUrs  of 
till)  dale,  name,  residence,  person  who  recommends  them, 
age,  disease,  time  ill  on  applying,  event,  &C.  &c. ; and  a 
column  is  left  on  the  register  for  observations  that  occa- 
sionally occur.  The  keeping  of  a regisler  of  this  kind 
1 consider  absolutely  essential  to  the  good  management  of 
such  iiisticalions  as  dispensaries.  In  fad,  it  is  impossible  th 

have  so  many  things  to  distract  them,  that  a dispensary  miis 
of  the  institution  every  hour  and  moment  under  the  sunervls 

A register  is  kept,  stating  tho  name  and  residence  of  the 
patient,  his  complaint,  as  also  the  subscriher's  name  who 
recommends  1 each  application  meets  with  immediate  at- 
tendance, and  tbe  sick  are  visited  at  their  homes,  aa  tbe 
cases  may  require  1 calls  at  night,  where  there  is  active  ar 
residing  in  the  centre  of  my  district,  no  mishap  is  likely  to 

at  any  institaiion  of  the  kind  can  be  well  condneted  withou 
practice  at  dispensaries  not  to  keep  them.  Medical  men 
inevitably  be  neglected,  unless  some  system  is  laid  down  w 

I keep  a regular  register  of  every  case  attended  to,  and 
publish,  every  half  year,  a report  of  the  Thomond  Gale  in. 

1 danprous^disease,  and  midwifery  duty  I alsoaltendi 
it;  and  I am  tbe  more 
lich  plares  the  business 

As  a general  statement,  it  maybe  said  that  the  most  dan- 
gerous diseases  consisted  of  fevers,  intermittent  and  con- 
tinued, inflammations  of  liver,  lungs,  heart  and  bronchia, 
dysenteries  and  bowel  complaints,  intlammalions  of  bowels, 
kidneys,  bladder,  &c.  besides  not  a few  fractures  and  wounds 

iToUlU^j  [Relieved or Ijj.^  i Under 

1830  3,dW  3,811 1 '"'^'*87  14 

1831  2,830  2.GS0  38  12  | 130 

1833  I 2,720  1 2,fi9Gt  23  1 2-1  1 82 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  in  conseqaance  of  tickets 
presented,  has  exceeded  3,000;  tbe  number  of  applieaticne 
during  the  requisite  treatment,  exceeds  12,000  lor  the  last 
tbrecyears.  Diseases  treated ; fever,  typhoid,aml  inflam- 
matcry,  pleurisy,  catarrhal  alftclions,  theumalism,  dysen- 

Several  thousand  persons  have  been  relieved 
within  the  last  year. 

It  is  of  constant  occurrence,  persons  applying  at  the  dis- 
pensary with  tickelswhoare,  to  say  tlie  least,  very  well  aide 
to  pay  for  tbe  medicines  proscribed.  They  are  usualiy 
formers,  holding  a few  acres  of  ground.  I'hese,  though 
not  mote  than  indeiionciem,  it  would  be  absurd  to  coil 
paupers.  They  consist  also  of  tradesmen  in  oonslaiit  empio 

lieu  of  others,  who  may  be  able  w pay  a ph)sician;  lliey 

One  or  two  instances  have  occurred,  but  since  ilbcoveiy, 
care  bas  been  taken  to  avoid  a recurrence. 

ird  against  sucli  stratagems  as  much  as  I possibly 

inJntwitrtheMmii’«e^’1h"'''^‘'“'“'^ 

committee  sbail  jiay  the’  modicKi  acicndam  5<l.  'tot  every 

^fis'sliorl  of  3,^,  and  44  (h  only  Ibr  eachTit  VxoeedsThS 
number.  As  a ^eck,  ilie  medical  aliendant  is  obliged  to  pt 
suimlv  of  medicine  is  sceutod  bv  the  dispcnsarv  being  ulwnv 

^ They  are  ^nsrally  ordered  by  mo  from  a respeclable 
and  aro^aid  for  hy  the  Treasurer  to  this  inslilulion,  out  of 
duee  the  tickets  of  recommendation  which  patients  had  from 

^T^epedicines  I myself  purchwe  at  tlie  clie^peslr.ue. 
subscribers,  and  the  proper 

Tlie  amiual  subsuriptio 
guineas  ; the  prcsuutincnt  i 
80  guineas  is  the  suJury 
uu  additional  allowaucc  is 
wlio  compounds  for  him ; 
jiensary-liuusc,  vvliioh  foriu 
medical  attendant,  with  a 
druggist’s  bill  cornea  to  froi 
house  repaus  and  incidents 
leave  a balance  in  the  treaau 
committee  were  in  debt  uni 


'jvs  are  from  80  to  90 
is  much  more.  Of  this, 
of  tlie  physician ; but 
made  for  the  assistant 
251.  a year  for  tho  dis- 
aa  the  resadeuce  of  the 
garden  attached.  The 
11  58f.  to  661.  yearly ; 
d expenses  scarcely  ever 
rer’s hands?  indeed, the 
dl  the  last  12  mouths. 


By  voluntary  suhscri]itions,  and  hy  a sum  equal 
in  amount,  which  is  presented  by  the  grand  jury  of 
this  county  only. 


Tlie  only  au^estion  which  the  committee  have  to 
ofSiv  on  this  subject  is  the  attaching  a small  hospital 
to  the  dispensary,  for  the  reception  of  fever  patients, 
which  the  provision  made  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
(enabling  grand  juries  to  present  for  double  the 


1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 


I Subscriptioi 


Presentment. 

, 7i|£.(>9  4 
77  17  3|  77  17  3| 

75  12  Sjj  75  12  3| 
Expenditure. 

Physician’s  Salary  - - 

Rent  of  Dispensary  House 


Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands  each  "I  I 
year,  to  pay  for  Medicine,  &c.J' 


I £.92  6 0 
18  9 2f 


It  is  supported  by  subscriptions  from  the  Right 
Hon.  T.  Spring  Rice,  and  a few  noblemen  who  have 
estates  in  this  district ; there  arc  also  a few  local 
subscribers ; there  is  a yearly  presentment  granted 
(equivalent  to  the  subscriptions)  by  the  county 
Limerick  grand  jury. 


I cannot  su^st  any  alteration,  as  our  funds  are 
small.  An  asylum  for  the  aged  and  miserable  poor 
would  be  of  the  greatest  utility  in  this  populous 
district. 


Supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  no  appli- 
cation for  a presentment  having  yet  been  mode. 


If  the  funds  were  suffident,  I would  Mtabli^ 
a soup  kitchen,  or  some  dietetic  institution,  the 
distribution  of  the  food  beii^  entirely  crajfiiicd  to 
the  medical  officer  of  the  dispensary.  A (hspensary 
without  such  an  institution  is  of  comparativel) 
trifling  value,  but  with  it,  must  pmve  of  intniuit 
good  to  the  poor  sufferers  generally. 
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Balijinacliy  Dispensary. . 

Ball}’nonty  Dispensary. 

Ballyporeen  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

EiUymacky  only ; a dispensary  for  tlie  poor ; 
Btalilished  in  March  1832. 

Ballynonty,  established  in  1805. 

The  Ballyporeen  Dispensary.  I attend  but  the 
one,  establikred  in  1824. 

Ballymacky,  BaHygihbon,  Templedowny,  part 
of  Ajhname^  and  part  of  Killkeary. 

Three  parishes,  and  two  unions. 

One. 

Nenagh,  a dispensary  and  fever  hospital ; Silver- 
mines,  Jlorris  O’Kcane,  Cloghjordan,  Toomavaia, 
and  jlloncygal  Dispensaric-e. 

Killcnaule,  Littleton,  Fethard  and  Drangan. 

Mitchelstown  aud  Clogheen. 

No  hcapital  or  inlirmary  in  the  district. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  iudmary  in’  this  district. 

No  dispensary  or  hospital  within  my  district. 

Physician  or  hb  assistant  attends  every  day  in 
the  village  of  Ballymacky. 

I attend  the  above-named  dispensary  only, 
where  I reside,  and  give  daily  attendance  if  neces- 

I attend  but  the  one  dispensary.  Salary  501. 

I do ; ritliCT  by  my  assistant  or  my  own  attcn* 

1 

Ido. 

1 do  conidder  it  my  duty  to  give  my  personal 
attendance  wherever  it  is  required. 

A register  is  k^t. 

There  is. 

A rpgolar  register  is  kept  of  all  cases  aud  the 

I can  only  give  a return  for  one  year,  as  the 
sxond  will  not  e;q)!re  till  March  1 634 ; applications 
l,9S2.  Fevers,  consumptions,  stomach  complaints, 
dropsy,  eruptive  disea^as,  &c.  &c. 

The  number  rdieved  eiceeds  3,500. 

The  number  of  persona  applying  foi'  luixlicol  aud 
surgical  aid,  about  80  a week. 

Very  rarely. 

Very  aiddom. 

Sometimes;  not  often. 

Supplied  by  Messrs.  Boilean  & George,  Drug- 
gists, Uubim. 

The  surgeon  seuds  his  list  to  the  treasurer,  who 
orders  and  pays  fur  them. 

By  a druggist. 

Receipt.  1 £s|>enditurc. 

1832  - £.111  8 0 1 £.97  9 10 

SENBItAL  HBADS  OV  EXPENDITUBE. 

£.  i.  d. 

Salaries  . . . - 60  0 0 

Medicine  - - . - 19  10  0 

Rent  - - . - 7 7 4 

Contingcnocs  - - - 10  12  6 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - £.  137  5 0 £.  125  12  6 

1832  - - 114  0 0 1 125  2 0 

1833  - - 113  16  0 I 125  7 8 

Tlie  exjwuditure  includes  surgeon’s  salary,  house 
rent,  medicines  uid  incidcuCal  expenses. 

Receijits.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - £.92  0 0 £.95  0 4 

1832  - - 96  19  0 j 123  10  0 

1833  - - 93  16  0 I 73  1 0 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  county  present- 

lly  private  subscriptions  and  county  present- 

By  presentment,  from  one  comity. 

Nona;  the  funds  are  S)nal),  and  well  appro- 
pnatod  in  the  purciiase  of  good  medinine  for  the 
FMf.  aud  unenual  to  alFord  relief  but  in  that  way. 

I cannot. 

K.  B. — There  has  latta'ly  lieen  a falling  off  m 
tlie  subscriptions,  as  several  of  the  clergy  have 
withdrawn,  in  coiLscguence  of  not  receiving  their 
tithes.  The  ileticiuiicy  lias  been  suiipiied  tiom  a 
balance  in  liand. 

1 If  our  funds  would  admit  of  bidlding  a general 
hospital,  I think  it  would  render  it  much  moro 
elficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
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Boms  O’Kane  Dispensary. 

Borrisoleigh  Dispensary. 

Clogheon  Dispensary. 

Jamet  J.  Stoneij,  Esq.  Sm^eon.  1 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

~ 

Hijqiensary  of  Borris  O’Kane,  estaWisIied  a.d. 
1819. 

Borrisoleigh  Dispensary,  established  1827,  for 
afibrding  medicine  and  medical  aid  to  the  poor. 

Clogheen  Dispensary,  July  1811. 

Eleven  parishes  are  in  the  district  of  the  dis- 
pensary. 

The  dispensary  district,  comprehends  porrions 
of  12  different  parishes,  all  in  the  county  of  Tip- 

Shinrahan.TuUaghorton,  Tubrid.'Whitechurdi 
Ballybacon,  all  in  county  Tipperary.  ‘ 

A Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  at  Temple- 
more,  a Dispensary  at  Templetoohy,  Toomavata 
and  Thurles,  all  in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

A Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital  at  Cahir  nine 
miles  distant;  a Dispensary  at  Ballyporeei^  fire 
miles  distant. 

There  is  an  hospital  building,  to  be  attached  to 
our  dispensary.  I receive  a sum  which  varies  from 
501.  to  801.  annually,  for  my  attendance  on  the 
salary  for  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  I am  oblige<l  to  1 
miles,  and  to  visit  at  nigh  t cases  of  sudden  illness  i 

dispensary.  I am  not  to  get  any  addition  of 
Iteep  a horse,  and  viiut  patients  within  six 
md  females  in  difficult  labour. 

The  Dispensary  .and  Fever  Hospital  here  are 
connected;  for  attending  both  I receive  921.  6 s.  Id. 
per  annum. 

I am  required  to  attend  three  days  in  the  week ; 
but  I must  visit  patients  at  all  times,  except  during 
the  hours  of  dispensary  attendance. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary ; my  salary  is  601. 
per  annum ; I reside  in  the  institution,  and  attend 
it  tlu  ee  days  in  the  week ; in  case  of  accident  or  I 
1 sudden  illness,  on  every  day  and  night.  I 

No. 

Most  certainly,  on  receiving  any  evidence  of  the 
poverty  of  the  applicant. 

I do,  and  am  called  on  peiTionally  at  all  hours, 
day  or  night,  when  required,  in  all  cases. 

Yes. 

There  is  such-a  register  kept. 

I enter  in  a book  the  names,  residence  and  dis- 
eases of  all  patients  recommended ; but  the  result 
can  be  but  pai  tially  known. 

Yes. 

4,000  and  some  hundreds;  accidents,  fevers, 
cholei’a  and  other  acute  and  chronic  diseases,  and 
diseases  of  the  eye  and  skin,  difficult  labours,  and 
diseases  of  women  and  children. 

The  number  of  persons  viated  at  their  own  re- 
sidence for  the  last  two  years  is  636,  and  from 
1st  of  February  to  the  1st  of  December  279 ; many 
of  those  visited  eight  or  ten  times,  and  move.  1 
consider  fevers,  pleurisy,  dyspepsia,  flatulence, 
affections  of  stomach  and  bowels,  and  diseases  of  tbe 
skin,  to  be  most  prevalent. 

1831  1,699 

1832  2,071 

1833  860 

And  since  the  influenza  prevailed  very  tmicli,  tlie 
spasmodic  cholera  commenced  on  the  26tli  llccem- 
her  1 832,  since  which  we  have  had  66  c.tses. 

Scarcely  ever,  as  I am  of  opinion  that  from  the 
present  high  rates  of  medical  fees  and  prices  of  me- 
dicines, that  a person  worth  1001.  per  annum 
could  badly  afford  to  support  himself  under  a week’s 

There  are  many  who  obtain  medicine  that  are 
able  to  purchase  it,  1 believe  owing  to  the  persons 
recommending' them  not  being  aware  of  their  circumstanc 
illness,  which  expense  I would  compute  at  5 1. 

It  does. 

By  Messrs.  Boilcau  & George,  Dublin,  on  my  I 
order,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  committee; 

By  the  direction  of  the  committee,  I procure  the 
necessary  medicine  from  the  house  of  Messrs.  P. 
& C.  Leslie,  Dublm. 

The  medicines  are  ordered  by  the  committee  of 
the  dispensary,  on  my  giving  a list  of  those  re- 
quired, and  are  got  from  Thomas  Grubb,  Druggist, 
Clonmel. 

I am  totally  unable  to  answer  tbis  query. 

Amount  of  subscription  and  county  grant  about  | 
1061. ; disposed  of  by  salary  601. ; medicine  351. ; ^ 
house-rent  51. ; the  remainder  for  incidental  ex-  ; 
penses.  ! 

By  annual  subscription  from  the  eleigy  and  gen-  l 

Receipt. 

1831  - - - £.66  6 0 

1832  - . - • 56  16  0 

1833  . . - . 64  4 0 ' 

General  hc.ads  of  expenditure : Doctor's  salary, 
tent  and  repairs  of  dispensary  house,  medicines,  &e. 

Byyoluntary  subscription, and  presentment  from 
county  Tipperary  only. 

try,  and  an  equal  presentment  from  the  county 
Tipperary  grand  jury. 

By  subscription,  and  presentment  from  county 
Tipperai'y. 

1 am  of  opinion  that  small  local  hospitals  ought 
to  be  established  at  least  in  every  barony,  giving  ad- 
vice and  medicine  to  extern  patients,  with  a rule 
obliging  the  medical  superintendent  to  visit  those 
poor  who  cannot,  through  want  of  room  or  from  ai 
aware,  in  numerous  instances,  the  skill  and  attentii 
want  of  proper  nourishment  and  clothing,  as  also  fi 

I consider  the  limited  subscription  and  county 
grant  that  is  given  for  the  support  of  this  institu- 
tion, situated  in  a poor  and  densely  populated 
country,  could  not  be  applied  to  more  advantage, 
ay  cause  be  received  into  hospital,  as  I am 
an  of  the  physician  is  thrown  away,  through 
'om  the  prejudices  of  the  lower  order. 

li.H.  t.  ft.  f. 
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Drangan  Dispeiisaiy. 

Dundrum  Dispensary. 

Grangemockler  Dispensary. 

F.  O’HaUoran,  Es(j-  m.d. 

— 

5.  J,  Meagher,  Esq.  m.b. 

Dcangan  Dispensaiy,  established  in  November’ 
58‘’9,  to  provide  medical  and  surgical  aid  for  the 
5ick  poor  of  tlie  district. 

Dundrum  Dispensai-y,  established  in  the  year 
1820,  for  affording  medical  aid  to  the  poor  of  the 
district. 

Grangeraockler  Dispensary. 

Portions  of  four  or  five  parishce,  all  in  same 

count)’. 

Tlic  parishes  of  Ballintemple,  Rathlinc)',  Kilpa- 
trick, Aughterleigh,Donohill,Qonoulty,  and  parts  of 
Tipperary  and  Golden,  all  in  the  county  Tipperary. 

Two,  both  in  the  same  county. 

Pethard,  Killenaule,  Mullinahone,  Grangemoclcr 
and  BallynoDty  Dispensaries. 

401.;  the  apotliEcai 

The  County  Infirmary  at  Cashel,  where  e.ytern 
patients  are  attended  to  on  two  days  in  each  week; 
the  surgeon  of  this  institution  receives  200 1.  a year, 
and  the  apothecary  621.  lOs.  for  doing  the  cstem 
pensary  and  fever  h0spit.1l  in  the  town  of  Tipperar 
white,  in  Tipperary ; the  phyacians  receive  100  /. 

•V  for  &e  dispensarv  60  ?.  a year ; in  Cappaghwhite 

There  is  a dispensary  within  nine  miles  at  one  side, 
on  every  other  side  none  nearer  than  eight  niUes. 

duty,  of  which  the  above  forms  a part.  A dis- 
y,  and  a dispensary  in  the  village  of  Cappagh- 
a year  for  the  fever  hospital,  and  the  apothecary 
the  medical  attendant  gets  only  351.  a year. 

The  nearest  hospital  is  the  County  Infirmary  at  I There  is  no  other  hospital  or  infirmary  within 
Casliel,  about  10  miles;  Clonmel  Fever  Hospital,  I the  above-named  district, 
about  the  same  distance.  There  is  a dispensary  1 

attached  to  each  of  those  hospitals.  Salary  of  the  surgeon  to  the  County  Infirmary,  200 1.  late 
t.;a  nniTeiicv.  The  salarv  of  the  medical  attendant  of  Qonmel  is  100 1.  a year. 

There  is  no  fever  hospital  nearer  than  seven  miles. 
There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  it ; the  County 
Infirmary  is  19  mDes  from  this  dispensajy. 

,?«  answers  to  the  Newcastle  Dispensary  queries. 

I attend  the  Dundrum  Dispensary  only ; it  is 
six  miles  from  my  residence,  in  Cashel ; on  every 
Tuesday  and  Friday;  the  salary  is  641. 12s. 

1 attend  but  one  dispensary  twice  a week  ; my 
salary  is  about  60 1.  a year ; it  is  five  miles  from 
my  residence. 

I conader  it  my  duty  to  attend  on  the  above- 
named  days ; and  on  any  day  in  case  of  accident 
or  sudden  illness. 

Yes. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all  recommend.itions  and 
all  cases  attended  to,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  keep 
a satisfiictory  account  of  the  patients. 

As  the  institution  is  a new  one,  I have  not  com- 
menced keeping  a register  until  lately. 

About  13,000  persons  relieved ; prinripally  dis- 
eases of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  also  intermittent 
fevers,  scrophula,  and  diseases  of  the  skin,  some 
pulmonary  and  hepatic  affections,  and  the  ordinary 
diseases  of  children,  typhus  fever,  and  cholera  only 
a few  cases. 

Within  the  last  five  months  the  average  number 
of  patients  is  25  per  day. 

— 

Very  many ; I am  obliged  to  attend  all  who  are 
recommended  by  subscribers,  and  do  not  consider 
that  I have  power  to  refuse  those  even  who  I know 
are  not  nrouer  obiects. 

Sometimes  such  is  the  case  that  persons  unen- 
titlod  to  such  assistance  ^impose  siibscribm  and 

By  Messrs.  Bnileau  & George,  of  Dublm,  on 
receiving  an  order  from  tbe  treasurer,  to  whom 
I furnish  a list  of  medicines. 

The  medicines  are  procured  from  Maleomsonde 
Jacob,  Druggists,  Clonmel,  from  the  funds  of  dis- 
pensaiy. 

Receipt. 

1831-  - . - £.90  18  0 

1832  - - . - 100  8 0 

1833  - . . - 103  14  0 

Average  Receipt  for  each  of  145  ib  0 

last  three  years  - - - ( 

■KXPEKniTUBS. 

Medical  Attendance  - - • £.  64  12  0 

House-rent  - - - - 7 0 0 

Medicine  - - - - 66  0 0 

Housekeeper  - - - • 5 0 0 

Fuel,  &c.  - - - - 3 0 0 

£.  145  18  0 

The  dispensary  is  established  but  one  year ; the 
amount  of  medicines  this  year  was  21  1.  some  odd 
shillings, 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  ob- 
tained from  the  county  Tipper.ary. 

By  private  subscriptions  (Viscount  Hawarden,  on 
whose  estate  it  is  situated,  is  the  principal  subscri- 
ber), and  by  an  annual  presentment  on  the  county 
equal  in  amount  to  each  year’s  subscription. 

It  is  supported  by  presentments  obtained  fi'om 
only  one  county. 

See  Newcastle  return.  The  treasurer  pays  out 
the  funds  of  this  Dispensary  for  such  things  as 
ate  particularly  wanted  by  poor  siclr  persons  recom- 
tueudedbyme. 

If  there  were  sufficient  funds  to  provide  for  the 
comforts  of  the  poor  in  the  way  cf  food,  clothes, 
Itedding,  &e.,  a great  change  would  be  made  m 
their  condition:  the  present  funds  could  not  be 
better  applied  tiiau  they  now  are. 

Imust  decline  giving  any  opinion  on  the  subject; 
and  should  any  suggest  it.«elf  to  you,  1 sliali  feel 
happy  in  any  thing  that  would  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor. 

0.5. 
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Killenaule  Dispensary. 


Kilsheelau  Dispensary. 


Lorrah  Dispensary. 


Mr.  Charies  Fitzpatrick,  Apothecary. 


Charles  Sloane,  Esq.  Surgeo) 


Kiilenaule  Dispensary. 


Loriah  Dispensary,  established  1st  March  li 


Six  pirishee,  all  in  Tipperary. 


Three  whole  parishes,  and  parts  of  four  more. 
Some  parts  are  in  the  county  of  Waterford. 


Two  parishes,  in  the  same  county. 


Ballynonty,  Drangan,  Fethard,  Muiiinahone, 
Littleton,  Thurlee,  all  I^ensariee. 


A dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Carrick-on- 
Suir.  A dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Cbnmel. 


pispensaryinBirr.King’aCounty;  BomsO’Kaac 
Dispensary,  Tipperary. 


The  County  Infirmary  at  Cashel,  ten  miles  dis- 
tant, Las  a dispensary  attached,  supported  by  funds 
from  the  county,  wi^  some  private  subscriptions. 
The  surgeon  has  a salary  of  2001.  per  annum  Irish. 


There  is  not  any  dispensary,  hospital  or  infir- 
mary within  my  district. 


I only  attend  the  Killenaule  Dispensary.  The 
salary  is  701.  per  annum.  I attend  every  day, 
and  i-eride  at  the  dispeusary. 


Yes,  within  four  miles  of  the  dispwmry. 


I consider  it  my  duty  to  give  my  personal  at- 
tendance whenever  required. 


There  is  no  regular  registry  kept,  but  tlic 
tickets  of  recommendation  are  filed,  which  show 
the  number  attended. 


A register  is  kept  of  all  applications.  If  the 
parient  do  not  atte^,  and  that  the  disease  is  such 
as  to  require  it,  he  is  attended  at  his  residence. 


The  number  relieved  within  this  period  amounts 
to  9,000.  It  is  impossibb  to  give  a general 
statement  of  the  diseases  treated. 


The  a\"erage  number  relieved  yearly,  about  1 ,500. 

The  diseases  chieQy  are  fevers,  various  diseases  of 
the  akin  (very  prevalent),  rheumatism,  inflamma- 
tory affections  of  various  parts,  chronic  sore  eyes, , , _ 

titWs  pulraonaJis,  agues,  dropsies,  diseases  of  women  in  the  puerperal  state.  Of  children,  measles,  croup,  hooping-cough,  small-pos,  which  prevail 
much  in  certain  seasons.  Accidents,  wounds  and  injuries,  especiily  of  the  head,  caused  by  factious  disputes  among  the  peasantry ; various  derange- 
ments of  the  digestive  organs  very  prevalent,  pnrticularly  when  the  potatoes  are  not  of  a good  quality,  and  at  seasons  of  the  year  when  they  are 
decaying,  and  when  they  begin  the  use  of  the  new  crop. 


- 1603 

- 1207 

- 1417 


Sometimes  there  are  persons  recommended  by  I Many  have  received  assistance,  whe 
subscribers,  who  could  not,  strictly  Speakbg,  he  1 proper  objects  of  such  charity, 
considered  objects,  such  as  tradespeople  and  small  | 

fiirmers,  who  would  not  likely  seek  medical  aid  if  they  had  not  such  an  institution  to  apply  tc 


Obtmncd  from  a druggist  in  Dublin,  and  pmd 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  dispensary,  out  of  the 


1 order  the  mediemes  at  a druggists ; the  bills 
are  sent  to  the  treasurer,  and  paid  by  him.  Leslie 
& Co.  Dublin;  Malcomson  & Jacob,  Cbnmel, 
are  the  druggists. 


Mediemes  ordered  by  committee,  and  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Boibau  & George,  Druggists  bDublin. 


Receipt. 

1831  - - £. 138  14  0 

1832  - - 161  8 0 

1833  - - 157  6 6 

There  is  at  present  23 1.  in  the  treasurer’s  hands, 
the  rest  has  been  expended  on  house-rent,  medicine, 
fuel  and  my  salary. 


SubscriprioDS  - 40  10  0 
Presentment  - 40  10  0 | 49  5 0 

The  expenditure  equal  to  the  above. 


48  17  0 
48  17  0 


By  subscription 
me  county. 


and  presentments  obtained  froia 


If  the  funds  conld  afford  it,  the  destitute  ought 
to  bo  supplied  with  food  during  illness.  With  tlic 
means  now  at  the  disposal  of  tlie  committee,  no 
alteration  in  its  disposal  can  be  made. 


The  funds  arc  so  emaU,  that  they  would  ii« 
■nable  any  better  distribution  of  them  ; but 
:hcy  were  mure,  a fevoi-  hospital  might  be  got  up. 
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Littleton  Dispensary. 

MuUinahone  Dispensary. 

Nenagli  Dispensary. 

Cominitctee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

litdeton  Dispensary,  establislied  August  1828. 

The  name  of  the  Dispensary  under  my  care  is 
the  Mulliuahone ; its  object  is  the  relief  of  the 
poorer  classes  with  medicine,  medical  and  surgical 
attendance ; established  since  March  1822. 

Nenagh  Dispensary,  esfahlished  in  1817. 

Parts  of  five  parishes,  forming  a district  of  about 
tour  miles  round  Littleton. 

There  are  three  entire  parishes,  and  a con- 
siderable portion  of  five  otbor  adjacent  parishes 
included  in  its  district ; all  in  the  same  county, 
except  a small  portion.  . 

Eight  entire  parishes,  and  portions  of  six,  all  in 
Tipperary. 

Dispensaries  at  Thurles,  Urlingford,  JohnstouTi, 
jjllj-ponty,  Killenaula  and  Templetucky ; an 
iufirinary  and  dispensary  at  Asket-Urliugford  and 
Johnstown,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 

Gallon,  Ballynonty,  Killenaule,  Fethard,  Dran- 
gan,  and  Grangemookler  Dispensaries ; these  two 
latter  have  been  recently  got  up,  the  former  about 
three  years  since,  but  the  latter  at  last  autumn 
assizes ; each  at  about  a distance  of  two  miles  and 
a half  from  MuUinahone. 

Nenagh  Fever  Hospital,  Ballymackey,  Toom, 
Silvermines,  and  Boms  O'Kane  Dispensaries,  Clogh- 
jordac  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital. 

No. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  within  ray  district. 

None. 

I only  attend  tliis  dispensary,  for  which  I re- 
ceive 80 1.  a year  for  medicine  and  attendance ; the 
days  of  attendance  are  Mondays  and  Fridays,  and 
at  all  other  times  wlxen  applied  to  by  a subscriber. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary  in  a country  village, 
at  a distance  of  about  seven  miles  from  my  resi- 
dence ; the  amount  of  salary  is  70  i a year,  and 
the  number  of  days  I am  required  to  attend  are 
two  in  the  week ; but  in  case  of  epidemics,  three, 
and  if  necessary  every  day. 

I attend  but  this  one  dispensary ; salary  70 1. 
yearly,  and  a house ; attendance  every  day. 

1 do.  ' ' 

1 conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  my  personal 
attendance  whenever  medici  of  surgical  md  is 
officially  required. 

Ido. 

A roister  is  kept  of  all  persons  to  whom  recora- 
mcadations  are  given  by  subscribers ; the  name  is 
only  entered  at  the  first  time  of  application,  unless 
wlieo  more  than  a month  has  elapsed  since  the  . 
rtcommendadon  was  first  given.  The  register  does 
not  state  how  the  applications  hare  been  disposed  i 
of,  or  with  what  result.  ! 

A register  is  kept  of  ail  applications  made,  and 
their  disposal,  and  the  result  noted. 

Yes. 

1831  - - - 1,335 

1832  - - - 1,874 

1833  - - - 2,275 

Tlie  number  of  admissions  for  the  last  three 
years  (each  to  continue  in  force  three  months), 
amounts  to  5,000;  the  general  diseases  being  fever, 
ague,  small-pox,  measles,  pertussis,  consumption, 
dropsy,  infiuenza,  hernia,  fractures,  cancer,  evil, 
inflammation  of  the  intestines,  liver  and  lungs,  in- 
veterate diseases  of  the  skin,  joints,  &c.  &c. 

10,704,  for  three  years.  Diseases  treated  com- 
prehend almost  every  variety  in  medicine  and 
surgery. 

Only  two  or  three  such  oases  have  occuiTed. 

It  sometimes,  I dare  say,  happens,  that  such  an 
abuse  as  persons  participating  in  tbe  benefit  of 
the  charity  who  are  not  reaUy  in  circumstances  to 
few,  and  not  the  intentional  fault  of  the  eovemors. 

1 Seldom  occurs. 

entitle  them  to  it,  does  occur ; the  instances  are 

By  the  medical  attendant,  in  consequence  of  his 
laving  a shop  at  his  residence  in  Thurles,  from 
whence  the  patients  often  obtain  medicines,  on  the 
days  when  be  does  not  attend  the  dispensary. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  treasurer ; 
he  is  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  committee  every 
spring. 

The  coDimittee  supply  the  medicines  from  the 
most  approved  dni^ist  in  Dublin. 

Expenditure. 

1831.  1832.  1883. 

0 0 80  0 0 80  0 0 
Beat  & Sundries  80  7 8 11  6i  10  18 

Receipt  for  three  Years. 
Subscription  - • - £.  135  S 8 

Presentment  ...  135  5 8 

Expenditure. 

Salary  - - . . £.210  0 0 

Medicine  ...  46  12  0 

Rent  - 18  0 0 

Receipt  for  three  Ye.us.  I Expenditure. 

£.728  4 2f  1 £.561  17  2 

Gzneral  Heaps  orExvgiJDmrxE. — Medicine, 
1 Surgeon’s  Salaiy,  and  Rent. 

By  sulMmiption,  and  presentment  equal  to  the 
sfflomt  of  subscription  obtained  from  the  county 
M lipperaiy  only, 

It  is  supported  in  part  by  private  subscriptions, 
and  in  part  by,  presentment,  off  of  one  county 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  a presentmeut  on 
county  of  Tipi>erary  of  equal  amount. 

No. 

n.r 

The  only  alteration  of  the  funds,  by  way  of  ap- 
plication, that  I cgn  surest,  would  be  a con- 
sideiable  increase  to  tbe  funds  of  this  and  every 
other  necessary  dispensary,  which  increase  is 
: available  from  the  county  presentments,  as  paid  1 
1 thus  a fund  might  be  created  in  every  county,  and  1 
1 adding  medical  and  surgical  wards,  beside  fever  wan 

No. 

litherto  to  tdl  infirmaries  and  dispensaries ; 
'ested  in  commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of 
Is,  to  every  efficient  dispensary. 
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Newcastle  Dispensary. 

Ne-wport  Dispensary. 

Poulmucka  Dispensary. 

P.  O'HaUoran,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Patrick  FitzgibJion,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Newcastle  Dispensary,  established  in  Mai'oh 
1830;  olqeet,  to  provide  medical  and  surgical  aid 
for  the  sick  poor  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Newport  Dispensary.  Not  more  than  one 
under  my  care ; the  object  of  it  is  to  relieve  the 
poor  with  medicine  gratis,  when  recommended  by 
subscribers ; established  in  1S25. 

Poulmucka,  establisbed  in  the  year  1 829  - it « 
a dispensaiy,  wichout  any  hospital  being  attached 

There  are  five  or  six  parishes,  or  large  portions 
of  those  parishes,  included  in  the  district,  all  in  the 
same  county. 

Number  of  parishes  included  in  district,  four, 
all  in  the  same  county. 

The  district  embraces  parts  of  five  parishes,  .filof 
them  in  the  same  county. 

A fever  hospital  and  dispensary  in  Cahir,  eight 
miles ; same  in  Clogheen,  seven  miles. 

No  dispeosarles,  infirmaries  and  public  hospitals 
witiiin  ten  miles. 

There  is  a dispensary  and  fever  hospital  m Clon- 
mel, distant  five  miles;  one  at  Cashel,  seven  miles; 
one  at  Cahir,  four  miles  a dispensary  at  Fclhard 
six  miles,  and  at  Roesgreen,  five  mil^. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  dispensary  nearer  than 
Cbnrael,  about  seven  miles;  the  salary  pmd  to  the 
medical  attendant  is  lOOh  a year:  there  is  an 
apothecary  to  die  Clonmel  Hospital,  I do  not 
know  the  amount  of  his  salary. 

Neither  hospital  or  infirmary  within  my  district. 

There  is  neither  dispensary  nor  hospital  within 
my  district. 

Yes,  the  Drangan  'Dispensary ; I attend  two 
day  in  the  week  eadi  dispensary ; Newcastle,  seven 
miles  from  Clonmel,  where  1 reside ; Drangan 
ten  miles.  Salary  of  the  Newcastle,  50 1.  a year ; 
of  Drangan,  60 1.  a year. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  namely,  Newport, 
which  is  in  the  village  where  I reside ; amount  of 
my  salary  70 1.  per  annum ; attendance  at  said 
dispensary  twice  a week,  subject  to  caUs  at  all  times 
for  out-tickets. 

I hold  but  one  dispensary ; I am  obliged  to  rs- 
side  there,  and  to  attend  for  three  hours  every 

I do,  and  go  any  hour,  night  or  day,  I am  callqd ; 
I am  often  called  to  midwifery  cases,  and  if  a call 
should  come  for  me  in  my  ahwnce,  I have  arranged 
with  another  medical  man  to  attend  for  me,  that  no 
one  fium  the  district  of  my  dispensary  should  be 
disappointed,  who  would  require  medical  or  surgical 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  to  all  cases  tbat 
lid. 

1 do  consider  it  my  duty. 

There  was  a register  kept  for  some  time ; but 
having  to  prescribe,  compound  the  medicines,  and 
visit  many  at  their  own  houses,  it  took  up  too  much 
time  to  continue  It. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  number  of  persons  ap- 
plying for  relief. 

There  is  no  particiUar  register  for  such  cases, 
but  there  is  a general  register  kept. 

There  are  on  an  average  25  persons  receive  me- 
dicine and  medical  advice  each  day  at  the  dispen- 
sary, besides  five  or  six  visited  in  their  own  houses. 
The  prevalent  diseases  are,  inflammatory  affections 
of  various  organs,  lungs,  abdominal,  viscera,  &c.  &c 
rheumatic  affections,  becoming,  I think,  more  preva 
and  children,  accidents,  wounds,  and  injuries  tecrivet 
stomach,  and  many  affections  of  the  digestive  oigan 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  within  the  last 
three  years,  amount  to  9,627. 

; fovei  s some  seasons,  diseases  of  the  skin  very  fie 
ent  than  they  were ; dropsies,  agues,  consumptions 
in  fractious  quarrels  amongst  the  peasantry ; indigf 

The  average  number  of  patients  about  5,000 
annually ; accidents,  fever,  midwifery,  &c.  &c. 

quent,  and  various 
diseases  of  women 
stions,  pains  of  the 

Some  small  fermers  me  occasionally  recom- 
mended, who  cannot  be  considered  proper  objects 
for  a charitable  institution. 

By  the  rules  of  the  institution  none  but  paupers 
are  entitled  to  relief. 

It  sometimes  does  occur  that  such  persons  are 
recommended;  and  as  I have  no  discretionary  power 
in  such  cases,  I am  obliged  to  attend  to  them. 

By  the  committee ; I furnish  a list  of  medicines 
wanted,  and  they  arc  obtained  from  a druggist,  and 
paid  for  by  the  treasurer  from  die  fimds  of  the  dis- 
pensary. 

Medicines  are  now  supplied  by  an  apotbecary 
reading  in  Limerick,  .and  paid  for  out  of  tbe  funds 
of  the  institution. 

They  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Malcomson  fi;  Jacob, 
Druggists,  Clonmel. 

Receipt. 

7831  - - - - £.69  10  0 

1832  - - - - 79  4 0 

1833  - - - - 95  18  0 

Before  this  year  the  funds  were  barely  equal  to 

the  expenditure,  viz.  cost  of  medicine,  rent  of  dis- 
penwiry,  firing,  &c.,  and  the  salary  of  the  medical 
attendant. 

Receipt. 

1831  - £.  166  4 3 

1832  - 108  4 0 

1833  - 109  14  10 

Expenditure. 
£.77  18  11 
154  0 0 
107  4 9i 

The  receipt  has  been  about  112?.  for  each  of  the 
last  three  years,  and  the  expenditure  equals  the 
recript. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  ob- 
tained  from  the  county  Ti))perary  alone. 

Supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  by  a 
sum  from  the  county  grand  jury,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  tbe  sum  subscribed. 

By  subscriptions,  and  cotmty  presentment,  whieb 
is  obtained  but  from  one  county. 

1 do  not  know  of  any  altemtion  in  tbe  funds  at 
present  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  which 
would  render  it  more  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor;  but  it  the  funds  could  afford  it,  I would  suggest  som 
amfalM'^sueh  wplcsorae  food  m^dicnUltendanl 

raendatioos  of  the  medical  altendaiils  of  disponsaries. 

I can  suggest  at  present  no  alteration  in  the 
distribution  of  the  funds. 

plans  of  diswibUtion,  whidi  a good  deal  of  observation  cc 
0 governors,  and  the  medical  attendant,  to  give  such  nssists 
d recommend ; siifllcient  care  twing  taken  tv  have  only  pro 
ay  of  food  and  clothes,  especially  ilaimel  waistcoats  from 
lent  and  richer  neighbours,  i am  quite  sure  much  good  h 

I do  not  think  that  any  alteration  in  the 
the  present  funds  wonlJ  make  it  in  any  way  mo 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


95 


MUNSTER— Tipperary. 


Roesgreen  Di^enaary. 

Roscrea  Dispensary. 

Silvermines  Dispensarj’. 

Patricli  Heffeman,  m.  d. 

Secretary  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Roegreen  Dispensary,  established  in  March 
1831,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  charitable  institution  under  my  care  is  the 
Roscrea  Dispensary;  it  has  for  its  object  the 
affurding  medical  and  surgical  aid,  with  medicines 
to  the  sick  poor;  it  was  established  about  1809. 

Silvermines  Dispensarj',  established  in  1810;  no 

The  district  includes  part  of  the  parishes  of  St. 
Patrick's  Rock  and  St.  John  Baptist’s,  Cashel, 
Tullamaine,  Railstown,  Kilcoimel,  and  others,  all 
is  the  county  Tipperary. 

The  parishes  of  Roscrea,  Boumeyand  Corbally, 
in  the  county  Tipperary;  Kyle,  in  the  Queen’s 
County ; Aughinuon  and  Ettagh,  in  the  King’s 
County. 

Five  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

The  OBily  dispensaries,  &c.  arithin  ten  Irish  miles 
are  the  County  Infirmary,  Fethard,  Poulraucka,  and 
Diindrum  Dispensaries;  and  in  Clonmel  and  Cahir 
fiiere  are  fever  hospitals,  with  dispensaries. 

There  are  the  dispensaries  of  Borris,  in  Ossoi  y,and 
Rathdowney,  in  the  Queen’s  County ; the  dispen- 
saries arul  fever  hospitals  at  Birr  and  Shimone, 
and  Kennetty,  King’s  County ; and  the  fever  hos- 
pital and  dispensary  at  Templemore,  county  Tip- 
perary ; all  within  ten  miles. 

Three  dispensaries  witliiii  ten  mUee.  A fever 
hospital  at  Nenagh. 

There  is  not  any  hospital  in  the  district  hut  the 
County  Tipperary  Infirmary  at  Cashel,  where  extern 
jarients  are  attended  to  on  AVeduesdays  and  Satur- 
days, by  the  surgeon  and  apothecary  of  that  institu- 
tirni : the  former  receives  200  1.  late  currenev  a 

TTiere  is  not  any  hospital  or  dispensary  within 
' the  above  district  but  that  at  Roscrea. 

year,  and  tire  latter  60  guineas. 

I attend  the  Roesgreen  Dispensary  only ; it  is 
distant  four  miles  from  my  residence  (Cashel.) 
IrecriveSOl.  a year  for  my  attendance,  which  is 
^ven  regularly  on  Tuesdays  and  Fndays;  and  on 
<ithcrdays  I visit  the  sick,  if  necessary,  or  required. 

srs.‘-isa 

consider  loo  small,  being  but  251.  I think  it  my  duty  to 
make  tills  statement,  as  tile  smallness  of  my  salary  (501.  a 
year  on  the  clear,)  might  militate  against^olher  physicians 

i nitend  but  one  dispensary.  I am  one  of  three  physicians 
attached  to  Nenagh  Fever  Hospital;  the  etieudonce  is 
daily,  and  we  take  the  duw  in  monthly  rotation ; salary,  20f. 

' miles  from  my  residence,  where  1 olte'nd  two  "days  m llie 
’ week,  and  mere  frequently  when  necessary,  in  consequence 
1 of  sudden  or  dangerous  illness. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  in  all  cases 
ythere  medical  or  surgical  aid  is  required,  and  inva- 
riably do  soatthei-equestofa  subscriber,  oryvithout 
it  whenever  any  accident  occurs. 

Myself  or  my  assistant  give  our  personal  attend- 
ance  at  the  cabins  of  the  sick  poor,  in  cases  of  dis- 

them  to  their  beds  or  to  their  houses. 

(Certainly,  and  I invariably  do.  I visit  all  patients 
at  their  houses  who  require  my  attendance. 

A register  is  kept.  All  applicants  are  attended 
to,  but  it  is  impossible  to  k^p  an  aceoymt  of  the 
eoascquences.  In  chronic  cases,  and  where  applica- 
tion has  been  defeired, . it  is  a difficult  matter  to 
relieve  them,  owing  to  the  want  of  the  necessaries, 
sot  only  for  such  a state,  hut  fur  the  ordinary  life. 

We  keep  a register  of  the  number  of  patients 
recommended  each  year,  with  their  diseases  and 
the  medicines  exhibited,  &c.  &c.  ; but  we  arc  un- 
able to  state,  as  can  be  done  in  an  hospital,  the 
number  cured,  relieved,  dead,  &c.  in  consequence 
of  the  great  extent  of  oiu'  district,  and  of  the  num- 
ber of  new  patients  applying  fur  relief  being  about 
, 2,000  per  annum. 

I keep  a registry  of  all  the  cases,  and  know  the 
result. 

The  number  attended  since  the  establishment  of 
this  dispensary  is  7,230 ; of  those,  at  their  oyvn 

1 Tickets 
of  Recom-  ! 
meadation., 

Repetitions. 

Surgical  Operations, 
including  all 
of  a minor  nature. 

1 Cabins. 

Relieved  in  last  three  years  6,500.  . The  diseases 
treated,  inflaiDination  of^  the  cavities,  more  fre- 
quently the  lungs  ; dyspepsia,  fevers,  dropsies,  liver 
affections,  and  scrofiila  in  all  its  varieties. 

fevers,  catarrhs,  and  more  especially  those  of  the 
digestive  organs,  caused  by  the  want  of  projrer  food 
ami  clothing. 

[ 6,259 

21,195  ; 

1,163 

, 1,097 

The  moat  frequent  diseaaea,  inflammations  of  the  cliest,  | 
plmnls,  intestinal  fever  amongst  children,  liver  complaints,  d 

There  are  not  any  recommended  by  the  suh- 
sciikers  to  the  dispensary  hut  proper  objects,  which 
accounts  for  the  number  attended  to  rrot  hemg  so 

A few  receive  medicines  who  could  pay  for  them, 
but  eveu  so,  good  is  done, 

Never,  as  I am  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
of  most  people  in  my  district. 

The  medicines  are  ordered  by  me  through  the 
treasurer,  and  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  P.  A.  & C. 
leslie,  40,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

We  purchase  our  medicines  from  Messrs.  Leslie, 
Bride-street ; our  bill  to  them  is  about  70  f.  per 
annum;  our  apothecary  compounds  the  medicines, 
which  enables  us  to  distribute  to  the  poor  about 
500  Z-  worth  scientifically  compounded. 

By  Boileau  & George,  Druggists- 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

Prom  March  1831)  t .c  i ,o  ,,  in! 

OEtrSRAL  BEAirS  or  SXPEHDIIUaE.  j 

£.  s.  d. 

Salary  - - - 75  0 0 

Medicine,  &e.  - 55  19  3 

Rent,  Repairs,  &c.  11  16  7 4 

Receipt. 

1830  - - - 68  16  1 

1831  - - - 185  2 0» 

1832  - - - S4  2 0 

Tlie  items  of  expenditure  are,  Apothecary’s 
Salar)’,  Medicine,  Porter's  Wages,  Instruments,  ; 
Calico  for  Bandages,  Trusses,  Stationary,  fitc.  ; 

The  funds  of  the  dispensary  are  never  equal  to  its 
demands.  We  ore  therefore  constantly  obliged  to 
draw  on  the  finances  of  the  Fever  Hospital. 

Receipt  i 

For  last  three  years  - £■  365  8 0 

Expenditure : 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - £.180  0 0 

Drugs  - - - 126  18  0 

House-rent  - - 27  13  10 

Cow-Pock  Subscrijitiou  3 3 0 

Contingencies  - - 26  10  0 

£.  364  4 10 

By  private  suhsoriptlons,  and  by  a sum  equal  in 
amount  to  them,  raised  by  presentment  on  the 
county  Tipperary. 

It  is  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and 
by  a presentment  paid  by  the  county  equal  in 
amount  to  the  sum  received,  according  to  tlie  Act 
of  58  Geo.  III.  c.  47,  s.  5. 

By  voluntary  contributions  fr  om  the  neighbour- 
ing gentry,  principally  the  Lord  DunalJey,  and  a 
grant  from  the  county  equal  in  amount  to  the 
voluntary  contributions,  one  cotmty. 

'Ihe  funds  of  this  institution  are  too  small  to 
^artut  of  an  appropriation  to  any  other  use  than  the 
Fesent.  Jf  there  were  sufficient  fimds,  they  would 

errs 

When  wo  consider  the  vast  hcDoBts  conferred  on  the 
poor,  and,  through  them,  on  the  rich,  in  preventing  the  ex- 
tension  of  infections  fever  nmonesuhom,  we  cannot  bat 
feel  surprised  that  so  mucli  good  is  done  by  sucli  small 
funds  ns  are  placed  at  our  disposal  i yot  wo  could  be  more 
practically  useful  by  having  a general  hospital  auacbed  to 

I certainly  cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the 
distribution  of  flie  funds  of  this  charity  which  would 
in  any  way  oontribuls  to  llic  relief  of  the  poor  more  efll- 
cicnlly. 

wed’ tobf,  wounds,  ^and  easel  for  eurgietd  opcralioiu, 
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Templetoliy  Dispensary. 

Thurles  Dispensary. 

Tipperary  Dispensary. 

Bryan  MvUaUy,  Esq.  m.b. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

It  18  called  the  Templetohy  Dispensary,  estab- 
lished in  November  1830. 

Thurles  Dispensary,  situated  in  the  town  of 
Thurles,  established  in  the  year  1810,  far  supply- 
ing medicine  and  medical  aid  to  the  sick  poor  re- 
commended by  subscribers. 

The  Tipperary  Dispensary,  estabhshed  in  1810. 

It  includes  a large  portion  of  six  parishes,  all  of 
which  are  situated  in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

The  dispensary  district,  comprising  a circuit  of 
five  miles  round  the  town,  includes  portions  of 
fourteen  parishes,  all  in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

Seven,  and  all  in  the  county  Tipperary. 

There  are  four  dispeDsaries  ; viz.  Thurles,  Jolms- 
town,  Rathdowney  and  Templemore,  to  which  latter 
a fever  hospital  is  attached. 

Borrisoleigh,  Templemore,  Templetohy,  Ur- 
lingford,  in  the  county  Killrenny;  Johnstown,  in 
same  coimty;  Ballinoulty,  Killenaule  Dispensaries 
within  ten  miles,  and  the  County  Infirmar  y at  Cashel, 
distance  ten  miles. 

The  Dundrum  and  Cappaghwhite  Dispeesa. 
lies,  each  within  six  miles  of  Tipperarj'. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  in  the  district. 

There  is  a dispensary  established  at  Littleton  by 
the  gentry  of  that  village,  which  is  distant  four 
miles,  and  of  course  barely  within  my  district,  as 
above  descr  ibed  ; the  salary  of  the  medical  gentle- 
man is,  I believe,  60  1.  or  70 1.  per  annum. 

There  is  not. 

I attend  only  one  dispensary,  mentioned  above, 
for  which  I receive  a yearly  salary  of  601.  I am 
obliged  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  on  two  days  of 
each  week. 

1 attend  but  one  dispensary ; my  salary  is  70 1. 
per  annum ; I reside  within  200  yards  of  it,  and 
attend  every  dayin  the  wcclc  at  the  disperrsary  for 
' upwards  of  an  hour,  and  on  Mondays  or  ITrursdays 
for  three  or  four  hours. 

I only  attend  the  Tipperary  Dispensary. 

By  one  of  tlie  laws  for  regulating  the  dispensary, 
1 am  bound  to  give  my  peisonal  attendance  within 
four  miles  of  .the  dispensary,  when  required  by  a 
ticket  from  a subscriber. 

I do,  and  am  called  at  all  hours,  day  or  night. 

As  apothecary  to  the  institution,  I am  obliged  to 
attend  whenever  called  on  by  a pauper.  Iho  pbj-. 
sicians  and  surgeons  act  gratuitously,  and  also 
attend  the  poor  at  their  houses. 

A register  is  kept  of  such  cases  as  have  been  at- 
tended to  outside  the  dispensary,  and  also  of  such 
as  receive  medicines  and  advice  at  dispensary. 

I enter  in  a book  the  name,  readence  and  disease 
of  all  I visit  at  their  houses,  with  the  result  as  well 
as  I can  ascertain.  This,  with  the  general  registry 
of  all  names,  is  submitted  to  the  subscribers  yearly, 
and  seldom  preserved  after.  I have  those  only  of 
the  two  last  years,  and  a memorandum  of  that  of 
1831. 

Every  jatieat  recommended  to  the  disjrensary  is 
registei'cd  in  the  registry  book,  with  the  name  of 
the  governor  recommending,  date  of  admission,  fro. 

The  number  of  patients  visited  at  their  homes 
during  the  last  three  years  I find  to  be  about  300. 
The  number  admitted  to  the  dispensary  during  each 
year  averages  at  least  2,000.  Fevers,  affections  of 
lungs,  dysenteries  and  dyspepsia,  esperially  the 
latter,  are  the  diseases  usu^y  oceurring  in  this 
district. 

Tire  number  of  .persons  visited  for  the  two  past 
years,  764;  and  from  1st  March  to  November 
25th,  1883,  284.  Many  of  those  visited  ten  times 
and  more.  The  diseases  in  a population  so  deitse 
ar  e too  numerous  to  specify  here.  They  generally 
consist  of  fevers,  dyspepsia  and  flatulence,  ulcera- 
tions, diseases  of  the  bowels,  injuries  and  fractures 
of  the  head,  and  diseases  of  women  and  children, 

ITie  number  of  patients  recommended  7,606. 
Their  diseases  were  various,  such  as  pleurisy,  ague, 
dropsy,  herpes,  psora,  dysentery,  diarrheea,  &c. 

midwifery  cases,  &c. 

Many  persons  in  moderate  circumstances  fre- 
quently apply  for  gr  atuitous  assistance,  but  such 
persons  are  not  entitled  to  any  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  chaiity. 

1 I do  believe  that  many  get  medicine  who  have  Such  occurrence  seldom  happens. 

means  to  buy  it ; they  come  with  regular  tickets  I 
1 from  subscribers,  probably  unacquainted  with  their  1 
condition;  hut  I am  jiositive  relief  is  not  confined  to  the  really  destitute. 

The  medicines  are  usually  obtained  at  the  house  of 
Leslie  & Co.,  Dublin,  forwhiehthe  treasurer  to  the 
institution  gives  an  order.  The  selection  of  proper 
medicines  is  left  to  the  medical  officer  of  the  esta- 
blishment. 

The  medicines  are  pur  chased  by  the  treasurer, 
from  Boileau,  of  Bride-street,  Dublin;  consigned 
to  his  care,  and  dispensed  by  me,  and  are  accounted 
for  by  him  annually,  entir  ely  unconnected  with  my 

The  medicines  are  supplied  from  Messrs.  Lcsbe, 
1 Bride-street,  Dublin,  by  the  treasurer’s  order. 

During  the  first  year,  the  receipt,  including  sub- 
scriptions and  presentment  for  the  county,  exceeded 
150 1.,  of  which  80 1.  was  given  as  salary  to  medical 
attendant,  and  more  than  501.  was  expended  on 
medicine ; during  each  of  two  last  years  the  amount 
of  receipt  did  not  exceed  100 1.,  of  which  60 1.  was 
given  to  physician,  and  more  than  30 1.  expended  on 
medicine. 

Receipt.  | Expenditure. 

1830  - £.  170  5 4i  170  5'  4^ 

1831  - 171  6 6 158  I 11 

1832  • 158  19  4 1 165  2 9 

Genebai.  Hbads  of  ExpENDiTUitE. — Salary, 
Medicine,  House- rent,  &c. 

Receipt.  1 

1830  - £.207  16  4 

1831  - - 184  11  3 

1832  - - 204  18  2 

Genebae  Heads  opExpei 
Fuel,  Reut  and  Attendance, 

Expenditure. 

- £.165  13  4 
185  16  9 
141  IS  8 

^DiTUBE. — Medicine, 

It  is  supported  by  subscriptions  of  individuals, 
and  by  presentment  on  the  county  in  which  the 
dispensary  is  situated  of  equal  amount  to  the  sub- 
scription. 

By  sulrseriptions  from  the  landed  proprietors 
and  gentry,  and  an  equal  annual  presentment  from 
the  county  Tipperary  gr'and  jury. 

By  private  suhscription,  and  by  a presentiueat 
from  the  county  Tipperary. 

I am  not  prepared  to  suggest  any  alteration  in  the 
distribution  of  tlie  funds  of  the  establishment  which 
would  render  greater  benefit  to  the  poor. 

With  the  present  number  of  patients,  nearly 
3,000  annually,  and  the  funds  available  for  their 
use,  1 know  no  mode  that  worrld  materially  improve 
its  efficiency.  TTreve  have  not  been  any  corapkints : 
tA  want  of  attendance  or  medicine,  and  the  pebple ' 
appear  satisfied.  If  some  additional  nourishment 
whom  I often  attend,  it  is  the  only  thing  strikes  b 

1 cannot. 

could  be  procured  for  poor  women  in  child-birth 
le  as  important. 
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Tnomavava  Dispensary. 

BallydufF  Dispensaiy. 

Bonmahon  Dlspeusaiy. 

C.  Bourns,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Thomas  Dillon  Baker,  Esq. 

TUe  Toomavava  Dispensary  has  been  under  my 
jae  sis  yeais,  and  existed  several  years  picviousiy, 
saj-  at  least  ten  years. 

The  Ballyduff  Dispensary,  established  March 
1832,  for  the  relief  rtf  tire  poor  of  that  district. 

Bonmahon  Dispensary,  established  in  1830. 

Oae  parish,  aud  parts  of  two  others. 

Cue  very  extendve  one  in  the  same  counqf. 

Three  parishes,  in  county  Waterford. 

Dis[)eiisary  and  Fever  Hospital  Nenagh,  dispen- 
sary at  the  church  of  Ballyraachy,  dispensary 
Mooeygrell,  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital  Cl6gh- 
jordan. 

Tallow,  Lismore  and  Cappoquin  Dispensaries. 

Two  dispensaries. 

There  is  not  any  medical  establishment  in  what 
I consider  my  district ; of  the  salary  afforded  by 
them  I am  not  aware. 

There  is  not. 

Toomavara  Dispensary,  in  the  town,  with  roy 
reidenee;  sixdays'attendance;  weeklysalary,601.; 
Moaeygail,  four  miles  (King’s  County)  two  days; 
ealaiy  401. 

I attend  only  one,  twice  a week,  Mondays  and 
Fridays ; hours  of  attendance  from  12  till'2  o’clock, 
though  it  generally  requires  four  hours  each 
day,  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  claimants, 
and  hebg  allowed  no  apothecary,  wliich  most  oth< 
distance  from  my  residence  3J  miles ; salary  100!. 

1 I attend  but  one  dispensary ; it  is  open  but  twice 
1 a week,  unless  some  accident  or  disease  occurs  ^in 
1 the  intermediate  days. 

tr  dispensaries  have ; 
per  annum. 

I do. 

I certainly  do,  and  have  always  done  so. 

Yes. 

The  register,  although  kept,  yet  not  preserved. 

Yes,  a dispensary  book,  in  which  the  names  of 
the  patients,  hy  whom  recommended,  thrir  age, 
residence,  disease,  and  their  termination. 

A register  has  been  kept. 

As  nearly  as  I can  recollect  9,000  attendances, 
erabracing  the  general  aggregate  of  diseases,  acci- 
dents, wounds,  &c. 

Since  tjie  institution  was  established,  nearly 
2,000  persons  have  been  j-elieved ; the  diseases 
most  common  are,  fevers,  hemorrhage,  liver 
and  pectoral  complaints,  diseases  of  bladder  and 
womb,  bowel  attacks,  accidents,  such  as  fractures 
and  dislocations,  wounds,  &C.  £cc. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  amount  to  4,888 ; 
the  diseases  were  priimipally  surgical,  and  almost  in 
aU  cases  treated  with  success. 

The  district  is  occupied  principally  hy  farmers 
possessing  from  30  to  lOOacrcs;  many  subscribe 
to  the  funds,  and  I'cceive  a small  assistance  in  return 
in  cases  of  slight  dekness.  , 

By  Messrs.  Boileau  dc  George,  Dublin. 

Frequent  applications  are  made  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, but  never  knowingly  granted,  and  the 
impoMtions  are  very  rare,  owdng  to  the  precautions 
adopted  by  subscribers  and  medical  superintendent. 

Occasionally. 

By  a Cork  dru^ist. 

By  the  medical  attendant. 

Expenditure. 

Medicine  - - - £.  35 

Salary  - - . - 60 
Rent  -----  7 

Stationery  - - - 2 

i£.104  each  year. 

Receipt. 

1832  - . - - £.94  0 0 

1833  - - - - 124  0 0 

CENERAl  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

1832.  1833. 

Salary  - £.50  0 0 - *100  0 0 
Balance  expended  in  medicine,  house-rent,  &e. 

• This  increase  was  made  by  the  committee  in 
consequence  of  the  physician’s  exertions  in  the 
cause  of  the  institution. 

Expenditure. 

Medical  Attendant  - - ^.80 

. Medicine,  &c.  ...  22 

By  presentment  from  the  county  Tipperary, 
equally  with  private  subscription. 

By  subscription  and  presentment  obtained  from 
one  county  only. 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentment  from  the  county 
Waterford  only. 

Many  plans  might  be  suggested  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  sick  poor ; but  1 know  of  none  which 
Muld  be  effected  without  an  increase  of  funds,  and 
that  I believe  is  not  to  be  obtained  locally. 

I think  part  of  the  funds  maybe  most  usefully 
appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  a little  wine,  a 
suggestion  which  the  committee  mean  to  carry 
into  effect  next  year. 

0.5.  U 
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Cappoquin  Dispens^y. 

Clashmore  Di^ensary. 

Dunmore  and  Passage  Dispensaries. 

David  Barry,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

WiUiam  O'Brien,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

William  Holland  (?ore.  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  Cappoquin  Dispensa^,  established  in  1824. 
No  infinnary  or  hospital  attached  ; the  object  is  to 
supply  medicine  and  advice  to  the  poor. 

The  name  of  the  institution  under  my  care,  is 
the  Clashmore  Dispensary,  established  in  1824. 
I was  appointed  in  1825,  and  have  contbued 
medical  superbtendent  since  that  time. 

Ti.  .Id 

m the  barony  of  Gaultier,  established  25th  of 
March  1825,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  medidop 
and  advice  to  the  sick  poor. 

Three,  and  occasionally  part  of  a fourth,  this 
being  somewhat  remote ; all  within  the  county. 

The  district  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largest  m the 
south  of  Ireland ; it  contains  siz  parish^,  together 
with  an  immense  tract  of  raountab,  all  b the 
county  Waterford,  probably  over  8,000  acres,  parts 
of  which  are  thicldy  inhabited. 

The  parishes  of  KUmachiongue,  Rathmo^ 
Killea,  Knockbec,  Faithleg,  Kilsonichobs,  (ioot 
and_  Kilmacoomb  are  included  in  my  district  and 
all  in  die  same  county.  ’ “* 

There  are  no  dispensaries  without  hospitals,  and 
three  with  fever  hospitals  attached  to  each,  within 
ten  miles ; viz.  Lismore,  Dungarvan,  Tallow,  Bally- 
duff  and  Oashmore. 

The  only  medical  institutions  withm  ten  miles  of 
the  Clashmore  Dispensary  are,  die  Cappoquin  Dis- 
pensary,in  the  county  Waterford,  distant  nine  miles, 
and  the  Yoiighal  Dispensary  and  Infirmary,  in  the 
county  Cork,  five  miles  distant. 

The  Tramore  Dispensary  within  nine  iniles,  and 
the  Waterford  Hospitals,  at  the  same  distance. 

None  within  the' district  in  which  1 am  bound 

There  is  no  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  bfir- 
mary  withb  my  district. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  within  my  district 

I attend  but  one  iliqjensary  (Cappoquin),  which 
is  in  the  town  1 reside ; the  amount  of  salary  fifty 
guineas  annually,  and  attendance  daily  from  11  to 

I attend  only  the  one  dispensary,  and  taking 
mco  consideration  the  extent  of  the  district,  it  is 
quite  as  much  as  one  person  can  attend  to  My 
allowances  are  60 /.  ayearsahiry,  207.  to  keep  a 
horse,  with  a residence ; the  hours  of  attendance 
are  from  9 to  1 1 o'clock  each  day.  Sundays  excentei 

I attend  the  Passage  Dispensary  two  days  in  each 
week,  the  distance  six  miles  from  Dunmore,  where 
I reside,  and  the  amount  of  salary  for  both,  lOOf. 
per  annum ; I also  attend  the  Dunmore  Dispensir^ 

1 do  undoubtedly  give  such  assistance  when 
required. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  on  all  medical 
or  surgical  cases,  on  receiving  the  prbted  recom- 
mendation of  a subscriber. 

I invariably  give  my  own  personal  attendance  to 
those  who  are  unable  to  attend  at  the  dispensary; 
and  am  required  to  do  so  at  any  time  that  a sub- 
scriber may  deem  necessary. 

I have  kept  an  exact  accoimt  of  name  of  patients 
Tccommendcd,  the  disease,  residence,  age,  and  the 

I keep  a register  of  the  number  of  cases,  with  the 
names  of  the  persons  and  of  the  diseases  treated, 
for  the  inspection  of  the  governors ; I likewise  make 
a return,  to  the  best  of  my  knowle^e,  of  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  and  recoveries ; hut  such  a return  can- 
not bemadc  with  accuracy,  as  the  majority  of  persons 
applying  for  relief  reside  miles  distant,  and  they 
or  their  friends  seldom  take  the  trouble  to  bform  n 

A register  is  kept  of  the  pei-sons  recommended  by 
each  subscriber ; also  of  their  diseases,  and  tls 
medicines  prescribed. 

le  of  the  result  of  the  treatment. 

The  average  number  recommended  about  1,370  ■ 
annually,  for  the  last  three  years ; the  annual  deaths 
about  30  ; recoveries,  about  1,340.  The  general 
iliBcascs,  fever,  pleurisy,  those  incidental  to  age, 
infancy,  &c. 

The  nurabei-  of  persons  relieved  for  the  last  three 
yeai's  were  3,141,  annual  number  visited  at  their 
own  houses,  156.  The  diseases  which  have  gene- 
rally come  under  my  observation  were  those  which 
always  attend  a state  of  poverty  and  privation,  | 
such  ns  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  pleura,  fevers  of 
a low  type,  and  a peculiar  disease  of  the  stomach  s 
upon  to  be  the  result  of  the  constant  use  of  the  wri 

The  number  of  persons  reheved  for  the  last  three 
years,  amounts  to  1,830,  and  the  diseases  moat 
prevalent  have  been  fevers,  epidemic  colds,  liver 
complaints  and  dysentery. 

md  digestive  organs,  which  I look 
itched  potato  of  this  country. 

This  sddom  occurs,  so  seldom,  that  I do  not  now 
recollect  havii^  occasion  to  remonstr.ate  with  any 
subscriber  to  the  institution  ou  an  abuse  of  the 

I regret  to  say  that  persons  do  participate  in  the 
benefit  of  the  charity  who  are  able  to  nrocute  it  for 
UiemM^es,  and  I look  ugon  such^a  circuinslance  to  be 

This  very  seldom  occurs,  except  in  the  instance  of 
gentlemen’s  servants,  who,' 1 believe,  arenot,strictly 
spealiiag,  entitled  to  dispensary  relief. 

By  a wholesale  druggist,  and  paid  for  annually 
out  csi  the  geneialfund. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Harrington, 
a wholesale  druggist  in  Cork. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  from  the  dispensary 
funds,  and  purchased  by  the  treasurer  from  a Water- 
ford druggist. 

Annual  (average)  amount  of  subscriptions  for 
the  last  three  years,  60Z.;  medicine,  301. ; inciden- 
tal expentes,  91.  ;■  rent  of  dispensary-room,  41.; 
the  incidental  expenses  were  for  twine,  paper, 
leather  skins,  spirits,  sugar,  carriage  of  medicine, 
fee.  &c. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditiuo. 

1831  - £.113  11  9J  £.104  9 21 

1832  - 117  5 9 106  6 11 

1833  - 142  15  10  1 131  3 8 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  last  year  was  that  in 
which  the  cholera  prevailed. 

The  private  subscriptions  amount  to  637  per 
annum ; the  presentments  to  a similar  sum,  and 
the  expenditure  for  rocdicines,  dispeusary  rooms  and 
firing,  exclusive  of  my  salary,  amounts  on  an 
average  to  25 1.  per  annum. 

. By  private  sulisciiption,  and  an  annual  grant 
from  tile  county,  equal  in  amount,  from  the  county 
Waterford  only. 

It  is  supported  by  voluntary  stibscriptions,  and 
by  presentments  obtained  solely  from  the  county 
Waterford. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentmonte  ob- 
tmned  from  the  county  Waterford  alone. 

1 can  suggest  no  alteration  in  the  distribution  of 
the  funds  by  which  the  establishment  under  my 
professional  charge  is  supported,  economy  and 
utility  heiog  the  objects  of  all  concerned. 

The  present  funds  I conceive  could  not  effect 
much  more  flian  is  at  present  done,  as  there  is  never 
more  than  a few  pounds  balance  on  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  year ; if  the  funds  were  increased,  1 would 
to^h3''di'sp™ar^‘**^nd°*'^  infirmary  or  hospital 

The  funds  are  too  limited  to  be  appropriated  to 
any  other  purposes,  otherwise  the  establisfiment  of  ankM- 
piuJ  for  fever  cases  and  accideuts  would  be  of  vast  iroperl- 
ance,panicu]arlyas  there  is  no  infirmary  in  the  couoiyoi 
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1 ULSTER — Antrim. 

KiIma«thomas  Dispensary. 

Kilmeaden  & Drumcannon  Dispensaries. 

\ Ahoghill  Dispensary. 

J.  P.  CoghUm,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Gea.  A,  Waters,  Esq.,  M.n. 

1 Secretaries  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Kiimactliomas  Bispensaiy,  estsblished  in  tbe 
yeir  1828. 

Kilmeaden  and  Drumcannon  Dispensaries,  esta- 
blished April  1822,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor 
of  Drumcannon  and  Kilmeaden  (including  the 
town  of  Tramore),  and  adjoining  parishes. 

. The  Ahoghill  DispensaQ',  established  in  April 
1833. 

Five  parisbee,  all  in  the.  same  county. 

Seven,  and  all  in  the  same  county. 

One  only,  the  parish  of  Ahoghill,  in  the  county 
of  Antrim. 

Uispensary  of  Kill,  4 miles ; Bonmahon,  4 miles ; 
Portlaw,  6 miles;  Kilmeaden,  7 miles;  Carrick- 
on-Soir  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  9 miles; 
Duiigor  Fever  Hospital,  10  miles. 

1 At  Waterford  there  is  the  Fever  Hospital  for  city 
; and  county ; Leper  Hospital  for  the  city  alone.  At 
, Portlaw  there  is  a dispensary,  supported  by  Lord  "W 
another  at  same  place,  supported  by  weekly  subscrip 
cotton  factory  of  the  Messrs.  Malcolmson,  for  the  pc 
of  the  same  description  at  Bonmahon,  established  b; 
miners  at  Knockmahon ; and  a dispensary  at  Dunu 

The  Randalstown  Dispensary. 

'aterford,  for  his  tenaotiy  alone; 
itions  of  the  people  working  in  the 
nple  of  the  factory  alone ; another 
/ Lady  Osborne,  for  tbe  use  of  the 

There  is  none. 

I attend  only  one  dispensary,  a branch  of  which 
is  in  Stradbally,  b miles  off.  The  dispensary  here 
is  open  on  two  days  in  the  week,  and  the  branch  in 
Stradbally  I attend  on  one  day  in  each  week.  The 
salary  is  901.  per  annum. 

miles  from  Tramo 

I attend  tbe  two  dispensaries,  viz.  Drumcannon 
and  Kilmeaden ; they  are  united  dispensaries.  I 
visit  them  twice'a  week,  and  oftener,  if  necessary, 
I reside  at  Tramore,  where  tlie  Drumcannon  Dis- 
pensary is.  The  Kilmeaden  Dispensary  is  about  6 
re.  My  salary  for  each  is  only  47 1.  lOs.peryear. 

None  but  the  one  above  mentioned ; attendance 
is  given  at  the  dispensary  two  days  in  each  week  for 
the  distribution  of  medicine,  b^dcs  visits  to  the 
poor  at  their  houses  whenever  nocassary.  Salary, 
401.  per  annum,  and  the  residence,  in  the  same 
villaee  in  which  the  dispensorv  is. 

CeitaiuJy.  1 

Whenever  I am  called  on  by  the  recomraendadon 
of  a subscriber,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  the 
object  pointed  out. 

In  all  cases  I attend  myself. 

A register  of  the  names  only  has  been  kept^  not 
mentiooing  the  disease. 

There  ore  books  for  each  dispensary,  in  which 
the  names  of  those  relieved  are  insert^,  widi  the 
medicines  prescribed.  These  books  are  examined 
at  the  termination  of  the  year,  by  the  committee, 
and  the  numbers  relieved  InseiW  in  the  secretary’s 

There  is. 

TIic  number  on  the  books  for  the  last  three  years 
is  14,000. 

1830  5,025 

1831  4,688 

1632  3,719 

The  diseases  treated  were,  fevers,  pneumonia,  rheu- 
matism,  dropsy,  dyspepsy,  variol^  scarletina,  va- 
ricella, pertussis,  colica,  tyroris,  catarrhal  affections, 
scrofula,  hemis,  ophthalmia,  asthma,  epilepsia, 
hepatitis,  cancer,  cum  multis  allis. 

During  the  last  eight  months,  the  nnmber  of 
persons  relieved  were  136  at  the  dispensary,  and  47 
have  been  visited  at  their  houses,  and  the  number  of 
visits  and  times  receiving  medicine  varied  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  complaint;  the  nature  of  com- 
plaints varied  according  to  the  season  of  year,  and 
the  generality  were  of  a chronic  nature. 

Every  precaution  is  taken  by  the  committee  to 
prevent  such  misappEcation  of  the  funds. 

Very  many. 

Very  seldom,  if  ever. 

Iwiite  an  order  on  a Waterford  druggist  for  any 
mahoines  required,  which  are  paid  for  by  the  score- 

The  medicines  in  general  are  supplied  by  Mr. 
Denis  Harri;^ton,  Druggist,  Waterford,  in  the 
rough,  and  compounded  at  the  dispensaries. 

From  the  funds,  derived  as  mentioned  below. 

The  receipts  amount  to  about  1401.  per  annum, 
which  are  disposed  of  by  giving  the  medioal  attend- 
ant 901.,  rent  for  his  house  and  dispensary  151. 
per  aneum,  and  remainder  ffir  medicine. 

Expenditure. 

1830  - - - r£.  158  8 0 

1831  . - - 157  19  7 

1832  . . - 175  5 0 

CZyEUAL  HEADS  Of  EXPEHOtTVAB. 

Rent,  medicines,  wine  and  aliments,  trusses,  nuise- 
tendings,  stationary,  salary  to  medioal  attendant, 
&c.  &c. 

The  amount  received  this  year  was  751.  4 s.  ; and 
as  the  accounts  have  not  been  made  up,  we  can 
give  no  exact  account  of  expenditure. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from 
Ihe  county  of  Wateiford  alone. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  on 
the  county. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions  from  some  of  the 
landlords,  clergy  and  others,  residing  in  the  parish, 
with  an  equal  sum  got  by  presentment  from  the 
county  of  Antrim. 

i believe  the  funds  are  turned  to  the  best  account. 

Our  sick  ace  supplied,  besides  medicine,  with 
bread,  raBk,  tea,  sugar,  wine,  beer  and  meat,  when- 
ever such  is  found  necessary  for  their  comfort  and 
wants,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  institutions,  which 
are  very  poor  indeed.  All,  therefore,  tliat  we  can 
accomplish  with  the  means  we  pcssces,ait>  put  into 

f;Jl  force. 

We  cannot  at  present  think  that  any  alteration 
woidd  be  beneficial,  as  the  affairs  are  carefidly 
attended  Co. 

0.5. 
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Antrim  Dispensary. 

BaRyoastle  Dispensary. 

BaHyiaoney  Dispensaiy. 

Edward  Bryaan,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

William  Neviiie,  Esq.,  ii.  d. 

Alexander  Afoore,  Esq.,  ji.n. 

The  institution  of  which  I have  charge  is 

called  the  Antrim  Dispensary.  Its  object  is  to  pro- 
vide medicine  and  medical  attendance  for  the  pool- 
of  the  district.  I have  no  connexion  with  any  other. 

Ballycastlfi  Dispensary,  established  July  1831. 

Ballymoney  General  Dbpensary,  estabiiahed  1827. 

The  district  includes  the  parish  of  Antrim,  and 
adjoining  grai^eof  Muckamore,  both  in  the  county 
of  Antrim. 

Ramoan  and  CulfeightTin,  with  neighbouring 
parts  of  Battintoy  and  &dmoy,  all  in  same  county. 

The  sphere  of  gratuitous  attendance  only  exteals 
to  the  parish,  but  we  receive  patients  on  the  boola 
for  eight  miles  distance. 

There  is  a dispensary  at  Randalstown,  four  miles ; 
one  at  Connor,  live  miles ; and  one  at  Crumlin,  five 
miles  distant. 

1 There  are  four  dispensaries,  from  ten  to  twelve 
miles  distant,  namely,  Ballymoney,  Bushmills, 
Cushcndall  and  Loughgeel. 

One  dispensary  in  Loughgeel,  within  eight  nules, 

There  is  no  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  infir- 
mary within  my  district. 

None. 

I have  the  charge  of  one  dispensary  only,  which 
I attend  three  days  in  the  week.  The  salary  which 
I recrive  is  501.  per  annum. 

1 attend  Ballycastle  Dispensary  only ; salary 
last  year,  40 1.  Attendance  two  days  in  the  week. 

Only  tlie  one.  The  attendance  three  times  a 
week  at  the  dispensary,  two  hours  each  time, 

I consider  it  my  duty,  on  the  recommendation  of 
a subscriber,  to  visit  all  cases  within  my  distnct 
which  require  my  personal  attendance. 

I do,  iu  all  cases  recommended  by  a subscriber. 

In  every  instance,  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish 
of  Ballymoney. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  the  oases  of  any  import- 
ance which  receive  fud  from  the  dispensary,  and  the 
tieV»t»  of  the  subscribers  recommending  aie  filed, 
but  I find  it  impracticable  to  keep  a correct  account 
of  the  result  of  the  treatment  in  all  oases. 

I have  not  yet  been  two  years  superintendent  to 
. this  dispensary  j have  kept  such  register. 

A registry  is  kept  of  the  names  of  patients,  their 
diseases,  recoveries  and  deaths. 

1830  ...  - 1,376 

1831  - - - - 1,517 

1832  ...  - L466 

The  prevailing  diseases  have  been,  fevers  of  dif- 
ferent types,  diarrhma  and  dysentery,  catarrhal  and 
pulmonic  affections,  -visceral  obstructions,  acute  and 
chi-onic  rheumatism,  cutaneous  affections,  and  many 

During  the  year  ending  July  1, 1833,  346  per- 
sons have  been  medically  treated ; of  this  number 
264  have  been  either  perfectly  restored,  or  so  im- 
proved in  health,  as  to  he  enabled  to  follow  their, 
usual  avocations ; 1 3 have  died,  of  1 1 the  results 
are  unknown,  and  68  remain  under  treatment. 

1830  ....  1,105 

1831  - - . - 852 

1832  ...  - '848 

I have  no  doubt  that  persons  have  occasionally 
been  recommended  to  receive  dispensary  aid  whose 
eircumstances  enable  them  to  pay  at  least  for  the 
medicine:  such  instances  are  howevei-,  Ibelieve.rare. 

There  are  fisw,  if  any,  of  this  description. 

Persons  are  occasionally  recommended  whoro  I 
should  think  do  not  strictly  come  under  the  rules  of 
the  institution. 

The  medicines  aie  ordered  by  me  from  a respect- 
able druggist  iu  Belfiist,  and  are  ptud  for  the  trea- 
surer from  the  funds  uf  the  institution. 

By  an  order  on  Mr.  Adams,  druggist,  of  Belfast ; 
this  order  countersigned  by  the  treasurer. 

By  the  treasurer,  from  the  subscriptions. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  --  j£.105  0 0 j£.69  10  0 

1831  - - 71  0 0 76  16  Oi 

1832  - 71  0 0 1 72  16  7 

OENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1880.  1831.  1832. 

£.  a.  d.  £.  a.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

Salary  . 50  0 0 60  0 0 50  0 0 

Medicines  - 19  10  0 26  16  OJ  22  16  7 

Recript. 

1831  - - - - £.68  13  0 

1832  -----  84  10  0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

I 1831.  1 1832. 

Salary  - - - £.25  0 0 40  0 0 

Medicine,  fte.  - 1 '33  IS  0 | 28  0 0 

Receipt. 

1830  - - £.126  18 

1831  - - - 104  5 

1832  ...  94  16 

GENERAL  HEADS  0] 

£.7.  d.\ 

Salaries  - . 60  0 0 

Medicine  - - 65  10  9 ; 

Rent  - - 880 

Sundries  - - 3 18  7i 

1 Expeoditure. 
11  £.127  17  4i 

0 100  12  0 
6j|  98  17  6i 

? EXPENDITURE. 

1831.  1834 

£.  7.  d.  £■  s-  rf- 
.^0  0 0 60  0 5 
36  13  4 ^ 'g  0 

3 12  2 2 12  OJ 

It  is  supported  partly  by  subscription,  and  partly 
by  presentments ; the  latter  are  obtained  fi  om  the 
county  of  Antrim  only. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  presentments 
from  the  county  of  Antrim  only. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  an  equal  sum  pw 
sent^  by  the  grand  jury. 

It  does  not  occur  to  me  that  any  change  could 
advantageously  be  made  in  the  distribution  of  the 
funds  of  the  disjiensary.  1 believe  the  poor  derive 
as  much  benefit  from  the  present  mode  of  appropriat- 
ing so  small  a sum  as  they  arc  lilcely  to  do  from 
any  othci-. 

None. 

I can  suggest  nothing  better  than  that  sli«a4)' 
adopted. 
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Belfast  General  Dispensary. 

BuslimiUs  Dispensary. 

C&rrickfei^us  Dispcnsaiy. 

' fF.  Duncan, Ksq.  M.n. 

Thotnas  H-  Purdon,  Esq.  M.n. 

— 

George  Forsyth,  Esq.  m.d. 

The  Belftet  Dispensary,  established  1st  October 
1827.  Dr.  Duncan  is  also  senior  phyacian  to  the 
Ferer  Hospital. 

The  Bushmills  Dispensary  only,  under  the  care  : 
of  the  medical  superintendent,  established  in 
i 830 ; the  object  of  which  is,  to  obtain  medical 
aid  and  medicine  at  a cheap  rate. 

The  Carrickfeigus  Disjuinsar)',  established  1st  Ja- 
nuary 1832,  for  the  relief  of  the  wretched  poor  in 
thb  town  and  neighbourhood. 

The  district  is  strictly  the  parish  of  Belfast  or 
Shanthill,  but  we  do  not  rqect  patients  from  any 
part  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  nor,  until  the  esta- 
blishment of  a ^spensary  lately  at  Ballymacarret, 

from  Down  either.. 

There  are  five  parishes  included  in  this  district,  ■ 
all  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

Only  one  parish,  vis.  St.  Nicholas. 

Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  tying-in  Hospital, 
in  Belfast;  county  Antrim  Infirmary,  Lisburn; 
and  dispensaries  at  Ballymacarret,  Newtownhida, 
Hollywood,  Bangor,  Ncwtownaids,  Hillsborough, 
Caadereagh,  Whitehouse,  and  Carrickfexgus. 

1 There  are  dispensaries  at  BalJycastle,  Bally- 
money,  Coleraine,  Portstewart  and  Portrush ; 

' durmg  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  there  were  hos- 
pitals fitted  up  at  Coleraine,  Ballyraoney,  Bally- 
castle  Dcrrock  and  Bushmilb. 

In  Belfast,  whicli  is  about  ton  statute  miles  from 
Carrickfergus,  there  are  several  dispensaries,.  l)ut 
these  are  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  Fever  Hos- 
pital here.  The  Lunatic  Asylum  physician,  and 
the  surgeon  to  the  House  of  Correction,  are  tlie 
only  medical  ofiicci'S  in  Belfast  who  receive  any 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  attached  to  the 
Bushmilb  Dbpensary. 

_ There  is  no  hospital  in  this  dbtrict ; for  attend- 
^ the  dispensary  I receive  twenty  guineas  anuu- 

Dr.  Duncan  is  at  present  senior  physician  to  the 
Fever  Hospital ; attendance  daily,  os  well  as  at  the 
General  Dispensary ; no  salary  paid  by  either. 

One  dbpensaiy  only  in  the  town  of  Bushmills; 
salary  20  pounds ; attendance  b required  two  days 
each  week ; Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  1 1 till 
2 o’clock. 

I attend  no  other  dbpensary  or  infinnary. 

No,  except  in  urgent  cases,  there  being  provi- 
aon  at  the  other  dispensary  for  attenrlino;  thfi  poor 
St  their  own  houses. 

Personal  attendance  b given  when  required  at 
all  times. 

I always  give  my  own  personal  attendance. 

Once  in  each  year,  on  a patient’s  first  applying 
for  relief,  we  register  the  name,  age,  residence  and 
diaase,  but  not  aftewards  during  that  year. 

There  were  rc^sters  kept  of  all  the  cases  admitted 
since  tire  commencement  in  1830;  it  b allowed 
much  good  has  been  done  thereby. 

An  account  b kept  of  the  admission,  disease, 
cure  or  death  of  patieuts. 

1830  - . . 11,235 

1831  ...  . 9,851 

1832  - . - 7,005 

The  general  diseases  being  dyspepsia,  different  mo- 
difications of  struma,  worms,  and  die  usual  epide- 
mics, as  influenza,  dysentery,  common  cholera, 
measles,  hooping  cough,  &c. 

Ther  e have  been  upwards  of  2,000  cases ; typbus 
fever,  dropsies,  measles,  cancer,  indigestion,  ca- 
tarrhal affections,  form  the  most  prominent  of  the 
diseases  treated. 

Cured.  Relieved.  1 Died.  1 Total. 

1832  - - 390  26  19  435 

1833  i 20  1 653 

Books  are  not  yet  c osed.  Diseases  are,  fevers, 

dropsies,  accidents,  catarrhal  affections,  and  com- 
plaints usual  in  thb  climate. 

Such  persons  seldom  apply,  and  when  we  dis- 
cover them,  we  refuse  medicine,  or  medical  advice, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

Very  seldom,  if  known. 

None  such  are  relieved  at  this'dispensary,  which 
was  establbhed  for  the  poor  only. 

Purchased  by  the  treasurer  from  the  dru^ists  in 
the  town. 

There  is  a list  made  out  by  the  superintendent, 
and  forwarded  to ‘Belfast,  to  drugguts  there  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  selling  at  a cheap  rate. 

I make  out  a list  of  the  medicines  wanted,  which 
I send  to  Mr.  Johns,  the  seciatary  and  treasurer, 
who  gets  the  medicines  from  Belfiist. 

1830  - £.  74  16  0 

1831  - 109  9 6 

1882  - 107  7 0 

CSNSBai  HEADS  OF  : 

1830. 

Medicine  . £,47  i 71' 
Ces5,&c.  28  11  8 1 
Sundries  . 8 2 10^ 

1 Expenditure.  ' 

1 £.  78  16  2 
1 109  8 0 

1 97  16  5 

EXrENDITUUE. 

1831.  1832. 

75  0 6 57  9 5 

22  6 3 22  2 9 

12  1 3 18  4 3 

The  expense  for  the  last  three  years  about  507. 
nacb  year  for  medicine  and  for  the  salary  of  the 
surgeon ; there  has  been  no  house  rent  required 

£.  s.  d. 

1832  - - - 64  10  0 

1833  - - - 63  10  0 

Last  year  a few  pounds  remained  over  ; this  year 
there  will  be  nothing. 

^y.®“l^^iptions,  and  presentments  from  county 

By  subscriptions  from  the  neighbouring  gentle- 
men, and  presentments  on  the  county  of  Antrim 

It  b supported  by  suljscriptions,  and  presentments 
from  the  inhabitants  aud  grand  jury  of  the  county 
of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus. 

thaT'  distribution  of  the  funds 

it  ®®tdent  or  economical,  when 

tion^?^*., periods  men-, 
exni.  ’ patients  have  been  relieved  at  an 

'*Fcqseof2e4i.O».  7d.onJy. 

0-5- 

Without  an  augmentation  of  the  fimds,  I know 
no  way  the  present  system  could  be  of  more  use ; 
if  the  poor  were  better  supplied  with  nourishment, 
it  would  be  of  infinite  use  to  assbt  the  cure  of  dis- 

X 

I am  not  aware  that  the  funds  could  be  managed 
with  more  economy,  or  be  rendered  more  useful  to 
the  poor  of  Carrickfergus. 
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Connor  Dispensary. 

Crumlin  Dispensary. 

Lame  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

I7iomas  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  ji.  n. 

The  Connor  Dispensary ; only  one. 

Only  one  dispensary,  called  “Crumlin  Dispen- 
sary," for  supplying  the  poor  with  advice  and  suit- 
able medicines,  established  March  1833. 

Eallc 
fay  so 

The  Larne  Dispensary.  Medicines  and  medied 
or  surgical  rad  rae  given  at  the  dispensary  on  Tues- 
days  and  Fridays,  from  10  until  1 o’clock,  and 
patients  are  visited  in  Lame,  Kilwaughter,  Ghnii 
10,  and  the  four  towns  of  Inver,  when  recommeLiled 
ibscribers.  It  was  establidied  in  the  year  1817 

All  the  pal  ish  of  Connor,  and  part  of  the  parish 
of  Ballyclug ; all  in  county  Antrim. 

Two  parishes  in  same  county. 

There  are  fiye  parishes  in  the  district,  viz, 
parishes  of  Larne  (in  which  is  the  town  of  Larne ) 
Kilwaughter,  Glynn  (which  includes  Magiera. 
morne)  Ealloo  and  the  four  towns  of  Inver.  Thev 
are  all  in  the  county  of  Antrim.  ' 

The  dispensaries  at  Antrim,  Randalstorvn  and 
Ahoghill. 

A dispensary  at  Randalstown,  nine  miles  distant ; 
one  at  Antrim,  five  miles  distant ; a county  infir- 
mary at  Lisburn,  nine  miles  distant. 

There  is  only  one  dispensary,  that  of  Canick. 
fergus,  within  ten  miles'. 

None. 

None. 

There  is  neither  hospital  nor  infirmary  in  this 
district. 

None  but  the  Connor  Dispensary.  Two  days  in 

Only  one ; two  days  in  the  week. 

I attend  but  the  one  dispensary ; my  salary  is 
40  L per  annum. 

Li  all  cases  of  necessity. 

Not  in  all  casts. 

ever  required ; 
indeed  be  but  c 

Agreeably-  to  tbe  regulations  of  the  Lame  Dispen- 
sary, I attend  at  the  diqHmsary  as  above  stated,  oo 
two  days  of  the  week.  I likewise  consider  it  my 
duty  in  all  cases  to  give  personal  attendance  when- 
without  the  latter  obligation,  tbe  institution  woulil 
Mmparatively  of  trivial  benefit  to  the  poor. 

A regular  register  is  kept. 

A registry  is  kept. 

An  entry  is  regularly  made  of  all  the  penons 
recommended  by  the  subscribers  for  aid.  The 
name  and  residence'of  each  patient,  and  by  whcim 
recommended,  the  disease  and  the  result  of  ils 
treatment,  are  registered. 

1 ,300 ; fevers,  dyspepsia,  diarrhtea,  cholera 
(common),  inflammatory  colds,  psoca,  pertussis, 
nthisis,  scorbutus,  rheumatism,  vermes,  ulcers, 

There  have  been  upwards  of  240  patients  attend- 
ed to  since  its-  commencement  (ten  months),  and 
their  dise^  are  generally  nervous  and  inflamma- 
tory fevers,  dyspeptic  complaints  and  chronic 
affections. 

A report  of  the  number  of  cases  treated,  &c.  at 
this  institution  during  each  year  is  laid  before  the 
grand  jury. 

Cured  or  relieved.  I Died.  1 Total. 

1831  - - 522  15  1'  671 

1832  - - 875  1 27  1 922 

This  may  sometimes  happen  through  misrepre- 
sentation of  the.apphcants. 

cumstanoes  not  to  require  gratuitous  aid ; but  I ai 
vent  such  occurrences,  which  would  prove  hiehlv 

It  may  occasionally  occur  that  persons  paitia- 
pate  in  the  benefits  of  the  charity,  who  are  in  oir- 
n convinced  the  instances  are  rare,  as  I studyto  pre- 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

By  an  order  from  the  treasurer  on  a druggist  in 
Belfast. 

Out  of  the  funds  of  the  dispensary,  and  wherever 
the  medicines  can  be  obtained  upon  the  best  terras. 

The  medicines  in  the  first  instance  are  supplied 
by  a druggist  in  Belfast,  on  an  order  from  the  trea- 
surer ; these  again  ore  compounded  and  clistribuleil 
by  myself  to  the  patiente. 

Receipt.  | 

1831  - i£.77  8 6 : 

1832  - 70  6 0 

1833  . 55  15  2 

CIENURAI.  HEADS  OF  ZJ 

1831. 

Surgeon  £.45  0 0 37 

Medicine  - 17  6 10  14 

Rent,  fuel,  &c.  9 4 10  14 

Expenditure.  I 
£.71  11  8 1 

66  1 2 

69  16  10 

tPENDlrURE.  j 

1832.  1833. 

14  2 40  0 0 1 

0 0 21  15  1 

7 0 8 1 9: 

Accounts  not  yet  made  up  by  treasurer. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  -£.162  1 3 £.78  1 0 

1832  - - 72  18  0 96  7 6i 

1833  - 64  5 0 1 88  0 9^ 

GEHEAAL  HEADS  OF  EXPEKDIIUES. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Salary  £.  40  0 0 40  0 0 40  0 0 

Medicine  - 31  4 10  49  11  41  6 Si 

Rent,  &c.  6 16  2 6 16  2 6 14  4 

By  voluntary  subscriptions  from  a few  indivi-  | 
duals,  and  by  presentments  from  grand  jury  of ' 
county  Antrim  alone. 

By  private  subscriptions  and  grand  jury  present- 
ments of  the  county  Antrim. 

By  private  annual  subscriptbna  and  presentmems 
from  the  county  of  Antrim  alone,  equal  to  the 
sum  subscribed. 

We  are  at  a loss  to  suggest  any  alteration  in  the 
state  of  on  establishment  so  useful  as  a dispensary, 
which  would  render  it  more  efficient  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  except  an  increase  to  the  funds. 

Cannot  suggest  any. 

Owing  to  the  limited  amount  of  thefimcls,  Ikeow 
of  no  alteration  which  could  be  suggested  b *1"^' 
distribution,  that  would  render  this  estnblisbu'tnt 
more  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
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Portrijsli  Dispenaarj’. 

Randalstown  Diapensary.  1 

Wliitehouse  Dispensary. 

John  HamiUon,'Esf{.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Horace  Neeson,  Esq.  Surgeon.  I 

— 

portrush  Dispensary,  estabiisLed  January  4, 
1833,  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  parish 

of  Bollywellan. 

Randalstown  Dispensary ; there  is  but  one  in: 
thisdictrict,  esfablisbed  in  1811  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  medicine,  medical  aid  and  relief,  and  visit- 
ing patients  at  their  own  houses,  who  are  unable 
to  provide  tbe  like  for  themselves. 

The  Whitehouse  Dispensary,  for  furnishing  me- 
dicine, and  affording  medical  or  surgical  aid  to  the 
poor  of  the-  neighbourhood;  established  1st  of 
August  1832.  (68  Geo.  3.  c.  47 ; 3 Geo.  4. 
c.  21. 

One ; the  parish  of  Ballywellan. 

Three,  all  in  this  county. 

' Two ; the  parishes  of  Carnmoney,  and  a small 
part  of  BeJfiist  adjoining,  both  in  Antrim  county. 

Three ; Coleraine,  Bushmills  and  Postwen ; all 

Three ; viz.  Ahoghill,  aix  miles ; Kells,  five 
miles ; Antrim,  four  miles ; . but  no  hospital 
within  twenty  miles  of  this. 

Belfest  Fever  Hospital,  Belfiist  General  Dispen- 
sary (in  Chapel-lane),  Carrickfergus  Dispensary, 
and  Holy  wood  Dispensary  (in  the  county  of  Down. ) 

No. 

There  is  no  infirmary  in  this  district. 

No. 

One;  the  salary  only  401.  per  annum:  two 
dajs  in  each  week. 

OiJy  one  dispensary;  salary,  formerly  601.,  lat- 
terly reduced  to  301.  for  want  of  funds.  Visiting 
patients  in  the  country  not  to  exceed  6 1.  per  quar- 
ter : attendance  at  the  dispensary  three  days  in 
each  week. 

1 

No. 

I do. 

j Certainly  I do. 

1 Certainly. 

There  are. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

There  have  been  145  persons  relieved  in  one  year, 
whose  cases  are  regishicd  in  a book  kept  for  that 
purpose. 

1 Numberof  | Visited  at  their 
Kelievea,  prescriptions.  own  Houses. 

1831  - 2,891  I 6,000  f 369 

This  may  be  considered  as  an  average  for  the  lost 
three  years. 

From  1st  August  1832  to  1st  July  1833,  there 
are  457  applications  roistered ; of  these  there 
were  70  cases  of  fever,  of  whom  10  died.  ‘ Chronic 
ailments,  accidents  and  diseases  of  childhood,  con- 
stitute the  majority  of  the  otlier  eases  treated  by 
me.  We  have  had  no  fever  since  May  1833. 
The  influenza  commenced  then. 

No. 

In  some  very  few  usances. 

Perhaps  occasionally,  but  certainly  not  to  any 
considerable  extent. 

By  rayscE 

By  the  treasmer,  at  the  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

I myself  compound  and  dispense  them.  The 
treasurer  gives  an  order,  and  settles  the  druggist’s 
account. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1831  - i£.  89  13  9 ] £.  80  8 3J 

The  above  may  be  considered  as  an  average  for 
the  last  three  years,  excepting  12 1.  3 s.  1 d.  cost 
of  fitting  up  two  apartments  for  a dispensary. 

We  have  only  one  account  as  yet  made  out,  and 
that  only  for  11  months.  Receipt,  1401.  Ex- 
penditure, 661.,  leaving  a balance  of741.in  trea- 
surer’s hands. 

By  a presentment  from  the  county  of  Antrim, 
and  by  subseription. 

By  subscriptions  from  tbe  landlord  and  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen,  and  the  like  sum  fr  om  the 
coimty  at  large  (from  this  county  only.)  j 

i 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  presentments 
from  the  grand  jury  of  Ae  county  Antrim. 

No. 

I cannot,  from  our  very  limited  means.  ! 

I have  not  any  suggestions  to  make  on  this 
subject.  ' 
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Crossmaglen  Dispensary. 

ForkHll  Dispei\sary. 

Ready  Dispensary. 

G.  Harvey,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Samvel  WaVter,  Esq.  m.d. 

H.  H.  Mmityomery,  Esq.  m.d. 

Crossmoglen  Dispensary. 

Forkhill,  established  in  1818.  It  is  for  cha- 
ritable purposes 

Ready  Dispensary. 

One,  the  parish  of  Creggan,  which  is  large  and 
densely  populated,  situated  in  the  counties  of 
Armagh  and  Louth ; but  patients  may  be  sent 
from  other  parishes  for  relief  to  this  dispensary. 

There  is  but  one  parish,  and  in  the  county  of 
Armagh. 

Two,  Ready  and  Derrynoose,  in  t 

*me  county. 

thill,  Newtown, 
cries,  andMiJ. 

The  Louth  Infirmary,  the  dispensaries  of  Fork- 
hill,  Newtownhamilton  and  Carrickmacross. 

Newtownhamiiton,  Crosamaglen,  Newry,  Dun- 
dalk, Mullaglass,  Ballymascardan  aud  Meigh. 

Armagh  Infirmary,  Tynan,  Marke 
Hamilton  and  Castleshnne  Dispens 
dlctown  Fever  Hospital. 

There  is  no  other  establishment  whatever  in  this 
district  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

There  is  none. 

Annual  salary,  60L  per  annum. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary',  and  live  in  the 
house  in  which  it  is  held. 

There  is  but  one  dispensary  in  this  district.  I re- 
side at  it,  and  receive  a salary  of  SO  1.  ; there  are 
three  days  of  attendance  for  chronic  cases,  &c.  : 
but  acute  cases  and  acmdents  are  admissible  at  all 

No,  twice  a week  at  Ready. 

I do,  on  the  ticket  of  a subscriber,  or  when 
accidents  oi'  other  cases  ofemergeney  occur. 

My  personal  attendance  is  given  when  requited ; 
but  I do  not  in  all  cases  consider  it  necessary. 

Yes. 

There  is  a registry  of  the  names  of  the  patients, 
the  disease,  to'vnland,  parish,  age,  by  whom  re- 
commended, and  the  result  of  the  treatment,  with 
any  other  observations  that  may  be  necessary. 

There  is. 

Yes. 

This  dispensary  is  not  yet  three  years  estabttshed ; 
the  average  number  relieved  each  year  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred^  and  diseases  of  every 
type  and  character. 

6,664.  The  diseases,  not  including  fevers,  are 
generally  of  a chronic  nature. 

Total  for  three  years,  1,227,  and  also  1,088 
children  vaccinated.  Scrofula,  fever,  colds,  [Jeu- 
risy,  &c. 

Sometimes  it  does  occur,  but  if  Iniown  they  arc 
prevented  from  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the 
charity. 

It  do... 

Rarely,  if  ever. 

By  the  treasurer  of  the  dispensary,  having  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  surgeon  for  the  medicines 
required. 

The  medidnes  are  supplied  by  the  treasurer, 
upou  the  invoice  being  furnished  by  me. 

Supplied  from  Dublin  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
institution. 

Receipt.  [ Expenditure. 

1831  - £.196  3 0 j £.200  0 0 

1832  - 149  5 0 149  6 0 

1833  - 123  0 0 1 • 

• The  accounts  for  this  year'  are  not  yet  closed  ; 
it  is  believed  that  the  dispensary  will  owe  the  tiea- 

Receipt. 

1831  - £.96,3  0 1 

1832  - 134  2 0 

1833  - 'ISO  0 0 1 

OENEnAt  Heads  or  Expb 
Rent,  Medicine. 

* Medicines  only  i 

1 Expenditure. 
£.150  2 7i 
162  17  1 

• 32  0 0 

NDITUHE. — Salary, 
Deluded, 

Receipt.  1 

1831  - Subscription -£.49  11  6 

County  grant  - 24  10  6 
£.74  2 0 

1832-  Subscription  £.46  18  6 
County  grant  - 23  15  0 

£.70  13  6 

1833-  Subscription  £.61  14  0 

County  grant  - 25  5 0 

£.  86  19  0 

Expenditure. 
£.  74  2 0 

£.72  3 8 

£.90  10  1 

Both  by  private  subscriptions  and  presentment, 
which  are  obtained,  but  from  one-  county. 

Partly  by  presentment  from  the  county ; but  its 
principal  support  is  derived  from  subscriptions. 

By  subscriptions  and  presentment  from  county 
Armagh. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  funds  I can  suggest 
DO  alterations ; but  if  the  fiinds  were  larger  tlie 
addition  of  a small  hospital  for  the  reception  of  a 
few  of  the  most  wretched,  would  tend  much  to  re- 
lievo affliction. 

I cannot  surest  any  alteration  in  the  present 
funds  of  the  institution  ; its  sufficiency  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  would  no  doubt  l>e  greijtly  in- 
creased, if  the  grand  jury  could  be  induced,  or  were 
obliged,  to  grant  an  aid  equal  to  the  sum  sifoscribed 
in  the  district. 

No. 
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Lurgaii  Dispensary. 

Marketliill  Dispensaiy. 

Meigli  and  Jonesboroiigh  Dispensary. 

Robert  S.  Sannay,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

II'.  ffuelon.  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Dispensiiry,  establislied  in  1804,  but 
for  several  years  before  1082  the  institution  was 
dying  gradujly  away,  there  being  no  subscribers. 

The  liivkethiU  Dispensary,  cstalilishcd  1816, 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  of  the  parish  of  hlul- 
labrack. 

Meigh  and  Jonesboroiigh  Dispensary;  the  object 
is  to  proviile  medicine  and  advice  for  such  as  arc 
unable  to  pay  for  it;  eatablislied  on  the  17th 
March  1832. 

In  the  parish  of  Shanhhill,  which  is  partly  in  j 
Armagh  and  partly  in  Down,  auci  part  of  the  - 
parishes  of  Seagoe  aud  hlaralin,  both  of  which 
ports  are  in  county  Armagh. 

Tills  dispensary  was  first  established  for  the 
parish  of  Mullabrack  only,  but  at  present  it  in- 
cludes the  parish  of  Loughgilly,  and  part  of  the 
parish  of  Armagh,  all  b the  county  of  Armagh. 

There  are  two  parrsbes  b my  district ; they  ai  e 
both  b the  same  county. 

Dispensaries  of  Tanderagee,  county  Armagh,  | 
and  of  Banbridge,  county  Down,  each  seven  miles ; 
fi-omLurgan;  Dromore,  county  Down,  six  miles; 
Hilbborough,  county  Down,  r!ne  miles. 

There  are  the  Armagh  Infirmary,  Armagh  Fever 
Hospital,  aud  the  dispensaries  of  Keady,  Newtown- 
hamilton,  MuUaglass,  Pomtzpass,  and  Tande- 
ragee. 

Newry  Hospital  and  DLspensary,  Mullagiass, 
Forkhill,  Crossinaglen,  Dundalk,  Ikllymascanlon, 
and  Carlbgford.  • 

No  hospital  or  infirmary;  the  medical  at- 
tendant on  the  dispensary  of  Lurgan  has  a salary 
of  601.  per  armum.  . 

Thci'c  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  withm 
my  district. 

Tliere  is  no  dispensary  attacked  to  any  hospital 
or  bflrmary  b my  district. 

No.  Attendance  three  days  in  the  week;  | 
pafients  visited  at  all  times. 

I attend  only  the  Markethil!  Dispensary,  b which 
I reside,  and  dispensenre  dielue  on  every  Tuesday 
arrd  Saturday,  to  those  capable  of  attendbg,  and 
visit,  whenever  called  on,  those  whoareunaiile  from 
disease  to  attend  at  the  dispensary-house ; for  which 
duties  Ircceivoths  salary  of  601.  irer  annum. 

I only  attend  one  dispensary,  viz.  Meigh  and 
Jonesboroiigh;  tbe  distance  from  my  residence  is 
about  five  miles;  tbe  amount  of  salary  301.  per 
annum.  I attend  two  da)-s  b each  week  to  dis- 
pense medicines,  and  visit  patients  on  any  other  day, 
if  called  oil. 

Yes. 

Most  certainly,  b every  instance. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty,  and  have  been  b tlio 
habit  of  attendbg  when  called  on. 

Yes. 

A con'eot  register  is  kept,  statbgthe  name,  age 
and  residence  of  the  imtient,  by  whom  j-ecora- 
meuded,  tbe  diseaseanilinerlieal  treatment,  and  also 
when  admitted  and  when  dischargcil,  together  with 
the  result  of  the  case. 

Tlierc  is  a rigister  kept  of  all  the  cases,  where 
application  has  been  mailc  for  aid,  but  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  state  the  result,  as  very  few  patients 
ever  return  to  the  disjicusaiy  after  they  have  been 
cured  or  relieved. 

No  account  was  kept  previous  to  Novombor 
1 832,  when  Dr.  Ilannay  was  appointed  to  this 
dispensary ; number  of  patients  1,421  ; deaths 
alxrat  25.  Piilmomu-y  diseases,  dyspepsia,  fever, 
iiifiammatoiy  diseases,  &c.  &c. 

I have  been  b cliarge  of  this  dispensary  only  two 
years,  durbg  which,  2,753  patients  have  been  ad- 
mitted on  the  books,  of  ivhich  1,773  have  been 
cured,  737  relieved,  58  have  died,  and  of  185  cases 
the  result  is  unknown ; the  principal  diseases  bebg 
fevers,  inflammations,  skin  diseases  and  indigestion. 

1 can  only  give  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
on  the  books,  sbee  the  disjiensary  was  established, 
one  year  and  a iialfi  1,433. 

This  did  occur,  but  is  now  mote  carefully 
looked  to. 

This  dispensary,  in  common  with  every  other  for 
public  charity,  is  often  imposed  upon. 

Siiiiscribers  very  often  recoininelid  persons  able 
to  pay  for  both  mediube  aniLudvice. 

At  present  the  mediobes  are  supplied  by  Mr. 
WalkingtOD,  Koscmary-strcct,  Belfast,  and  com- 
pomrded  by  Dr.  Harmay. 

By  order  of  the  treasurer,  from  Messrs.  Boilcau 
& George,  Druggists,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

Medicines  are  supplied  by  P.  A.  Sc  C.  Leslie, 
Bride-street,  Dublin,  aud  paid  fur  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  institution. 

Receipt. 

1832  - - - £.  126  0 0 

Expcnditiue. 

Medical  Attendant’s  Salary  - £.60  0 0 

Medicine  - . - - 66  2 2 

Stationary  - - . - 6 0 0 

sofflo  of  them  estated  gentlemen,  who  lio  not  sub 
again  applied  to,  and  that  tliey  do  not  contribute  i 
notwithstanJiiig  that  their  tenantry  require  more  1 

Receipt,  t Exjienditure. 

1832*  - £.85  8 6 £.132  17  11  J 

1833  - 130  2 0 j 132  17  11 J 

OXrtERAL  HEADS  OP  EXFEtrDtTUAE. 

1 Surgeon’s  Salary,  Rent,  and  Medicine. 

1 * I would  beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 

1 commission,  that  within  the  district  of  the  Market- 
1 hill  Dispensary  there  are  28  landed  proprietors, 
scribe  a sliilliiig  to  this  charity,  although  again  and 
i penny  to  any  puhlio  charity  in  the  neighbourhood, 
gratuitous  assistance  than  any  other  in  the  district. 

The  bcome  fur  the  year  endbg  17th  March 
1633,  amounted  to  701.  3s.  ; tlie  income  for  the 
current  year,  when  the  amount  of  the  county  pre- 
sentment sliall  have  been  received,  will,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, amount  to  401-  The  Gxpenditme  of  the 
two  years  will  1)0  pretty  nearly  covered  hy  these 
iucomes  taken  together. 

By  suiiseiiptions,  aud  presentment  from  the 
county  of  Armagh  only. 

1 By  ]irivatc  subscriptions,  and  a varybg  countv 
1 grant,  obtamed  annually  by  presetitraeut  from  the 
1 county  of  Armagh  only. 

Supported  by  subscvi|)tioas,  and  presentments 
which  are  cbtabed  from  one  county  only,  viz. 

There  is  aMcndicity  Society  wliich  provides  for 
? ^0  contemplation 

0 budil  a permanent  fever  hospital,  for  which 
Karly  300 1.  has  been  subscribed.  ' 

The  very  limited  funds,  I conceive,  are  expended 
to  the  very  best  possible  advantage. 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  benefit. . 

0.5.  Y 
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MuHaglass  and  Camlough  Dispensaries. 

Newtovmhan'ultown  Dispensary. 

Pointzpass  Dispensary. 

C.  W.  Rigg$,  MeclicaZ  Atteadaut. 

— 

— 

The  Miillagl.133  Dispensary,  and  a branch  in 
connexion  with  it,  calied  the  Camlough  Dis- 
pensary. Established  in  1819. 

Ncwtownhamiltou  Dispens.ary  ; none  but  itself 
under  my  care  ; was  established  in  May  1815. 

The  Pointzpass  Dispensary ; there  is  none  other 
under  my  cave. 

Four ; three  in  county  Arnlagh,  one  in  county 
of  Down. 

Slx  or  seven  parishes,  aB  in  said  county  but 

Thei'o  are  five  large  parishes  inoiuded  in  my  dis. 
triefc;  three  of  those  are  in  the  county  of  Arraarh 
and  two  in  the  county  of  Down. 

Newry,  Pointepass,  Meigh,  Fovkhill,  Newtown- 
hamilton,  Markethili,  Tanderagee,  Warrenpoint, 
and  Joncsboiough. 

The  dispensaries  arc,  Keady,  Ncwtownhamilton, 
Crossmaglen,  Forkhill,  Sleigh,  Newry,  Camlough, 
Markethili. 

Tanderagee,  Loughgall,  Riohhill,  MaiketluU 
MuHaglass,  Newry,  BanBridge,  Newtownhamillon 
and  Lurgan  Dispensaries,  and  the  Armagh  Infirmary. 

None. 

Thu  iniimiary  of  the  cgiinty  is  in  Armagh; 
there  is  a dispensary  established  in  each  of  the 
above  villages  or  towns ; the  emoluments  are 
fluctuating,  from  701.,  1 believe,  to  301.  or  401. 

Not  one. 

Two,  each  three  miles  distant ; salary  under 
50 1.  per  annum ; attendance  three  days  in  the 
week,  for  dispensing  medicines ; personal  attendance 
unrestricted. 

I do  not  attend  any  but  one,  Kewtownbamilton 
Dispensary ; the  amount  of  salary  is  from  40 1.  to 
501.  annually;  I attend  three  days  in  the  week, 
and  ftequentiy  oftener. 

keep  of  two  horses,  which  the  dutv  o 

I am  medical  attendant  to  the  Pointzpass  Diqxa. 
sary  only,  which  is  in  the  village  of  Pointzpass,  where 
1 reside.  I am  obliged  to  attend  two  days  in  eacii 
week,  from  ten  till  two  o'clock  each  <hiy ; mysalary 
is  501.  per  armum,  not  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
■ my  situation  requires  me  to  be  provided  with. 

Yes. 

It  is  my  indispensable  duty,  and  am  liable  to  be 
1 called  out  at  all  hours  by  any  subscriber,  whenever 
1 medical  or  surgical  aid  is  re<iuired. 

Certainly ; I have  attended  every  case  where  as. 
sistauce  has  been  requited. 

Yes, 

There  is  a register  kept,  and  each  subscriber  has 
a power  to  recommend  as  many  of  the  poor  as  he 
thinks  proper ; I must  say  the  result  has  been 
favourable. 

An  exact  register  is  kept  of  cases,  specifying  ihc 
names  of  the  subscriber,  of  the  patient,  au(i  of  the 
disease  ; the  jirescription  is  written  in  full,  and  the 
result,  when  this  can  be  ascertained. 

Fevers. 

Diseases. 

fi  3 
Oft 

Accidents. 

If 

Total. 

1831.  1 1832.  1833. 

1,508  1 1,305  1,150 

The  diseases  were  fevers,  inflammations,  dysen- 
teries,  rheumatisms,  measles,  pulmonic  affections, 
and  various  others,  mth  many  cases  surgical. 

There  have  been  about  4,000  persons  relieval 
since  the  re-estahlishment  of  tlie  dispensary,  a sjiace 
of  two  years  and  a half ; previous  to  this  time  tlie 
dispensary  had  ceased  for  two  years  from  'rant  of 
support ; the  most  prevalent  diseases  hove  teen 
fevers,  indigestion  and  skin  diseases,  although  we 
have  had  numerous  instances  of  almost  all  diseases, 

321 

1,227 

j 726 

|l56 

24 

87 

2,454 

Very  often. 

It  has  frequently  happened,  but  it  is  not  so  com- 
mon an  occurrence  at  present. 

With  a very  few  exceq>tions,  every  person  'rho 
has  applied  stood  in  need  of  gratuitous  assistance. 

Supplied  from  the  funds  of  the  institution,  and 
compounded  by  the  medical  officer. 

Tliere  is  a treasurer  appointed,  who  provides  the 
medicines. 

1 prepare  a list  of  the  medicines  required,  pre- 
sent it  at  the  quarterly  meeting  to  the  committee, 
and  am  then  permitted  to  order  them  from  the 
dru^ists,  Messrs.  Mitchol  5:  Co.  of  Glasgow. 

The  amounts  received  by  subscription  and  county 
grants  for  the  last  three  years,  have  been  about  86 1. 
or  901.  annually ; and  the  expenditure,  for  medi- 
cines, surgeon’s  salary,  house-rent,  and  other  neces- 
saries, nearly  the  same. 

The  amount  of  receipt  has  been  about  80 1.  an- 
nually, cvciy  penny  of  wliich  has  been,  with  the 
utmost  economy,  expended.  The  general  heails  of 
each  arc,  SiJary  of  the  Medical  Attendant,  Medi- 
cines, Cemriage  of  MediuincB,  Stationery,  Fire,  &c. 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentment  fi-om  county 
Armagh  only. 

, By  subscriptions  from  the  gentlemen  of  the 
village  end  neighbourhood,  and  one  presentment 
annually  from  the  county  Armagh  alone. 

It  is  supported  partly  by  vciluntary  contributioas 
and  by  presentment.  It  docs  not  receive  support 
fi'om  any  county  but  one. 

The  funds  of  the  institution  are  only  sufficient 
to  purchase  medicine  and  pay  the  surgeon;  larger 
funds  could  be  usefully  applied  in  the  purchase  of 
clothing  for  those  that  are  destitute, 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  which  would  ren- 
der it  more  efiicient, 

The  small  funds  are  laid  out,  in  my  opinion,  in 
the  best  possible  manner. 
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Tynan  Dispensary. 

Ai’vagh  Dispensary. 

Bailicborough  Dispensary. 

— 

Robert  WUei/,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Robert  James,  Esq.  m.d. 

The  TjTian  Disjwnsiry,  establisLed  in  the  year 
1817. 

Arvagh  Dispensary,  established  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  in  the  year  1818,  by  tire  Earl  Gosford. 

Bailieborough  Dispensarj-,  estahlislied  March  6th, 
1822. 

One  entire  large  parish  and  parts  of  t«t>  others, 
all  in  the  same  county. 

Tire  parish  of  Killeshandra,  in  county  Cavan ; 
parish  of  Cairigallen,  in  the  county  Leitrim; 
parish  of  KilJaw,  in  the  county  Longford ; parish 
of  Scrabbey,  in  the  county  of  Cavan. 

Four  parishes,  and  part  of  a fifth,  all  in  the 
county  of  Cavan,  except  part  of  one  which  is  in 
Meath. 

Tliere  are  within  a distance  of  ten  miles  tlie 
county  infirmaries  of  Armagh  and  Monaghan,  the 
liispenssries  of  Castleshane,  Gtasslongli,  Caledon, 
Aughmacloy,  Benbnrb  and  Keady. 

Cavan  Infirmary,  fen  miles ; Killeshandra,  seven 
miles;  Ballinagh,  seven  miles;  Cloone,  nine 

Two  dispensaries;  viz.  Kingseourt  and  Virginia, 
each  nearly  eight  miles  distant  from  Bailieborough. 

There  is  at  present  no  dispensary  attached  to 
any  hospital  or  infirmary  within  the  dispensary 
distiict. 

^one. 

None. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  and  that  is  in  the 
village  in  wliioh  I reside.  It  is  open  two  days  in  each 
neck.  Tile  salary  paid  me  has  been  80 1.  i>er  ann. ; 
hut  is  now  to  be  considerably  reduced,  owing  to 

None,  but  Arvagh  Dispensary,  two  days  in  the 
the  depressed  state  of  our  funds. 

No. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  personally  to  all 
persons  rccommeiided,  whether  requiring  medical 
or  surgical  aid. 

I have  always  felt  it  my  bounden  duty,  when 
called  on,  in  all  cases  to  give  my  personal  attend- 
ance for  the  relief  of  the  poor  under  ray  care. 

Yes,  and  during  the  last  year  I have  paid  875 

A regular  registry  is  kept ; but  it  is  quite  im- 
possible accurately  to  ascertain  the  result  of  all  the 

The  names  of  those  ])orsons  who  applied  for 
medical  aid  have  been  always  duly  entered  in  the 
register  book;  and  the  treatment  given  to  tlie  greater 
j pai-t  of  the  patients  had  a good  result. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  applications,  of  the  me- 
dicine and  attendance  .iffoidcd  to  each  patient,  anil 
the  result  stated  wlien  ascertained. 

7,717.  The  principal  diseases  arc  indigestion, 
rheumatism,  fever  and  common  colds. 

1,465.  During  which  time  there  have  occurred 
vnrious  diseases,  lever  in  all  its  species, 

quinsy,  inflammatory  diseases,  stomach  co 
of  the  skin,  diseases  of  females,  midwifery 

Applications. 

1831  - - - 1,182 

1832  - - - 2,182 

1833  - - - 1,950 

The  diseases  were,  fevers,  in  pucumoni: 

'mplaints,  diarrhma  and  dysentery,  cat 
cases,  and  other  diseases  of  minor  im; 

Died. 

9 

8 

19 

i,  riicumatism, 
armh,  diseases 
lortancc. 

It  rarely  occurs  that  persons  are  recommended 
to  the  dispensary  who  are  able  to  pay  for  medical 
asistancc. 

I have  not  experienced  an  instance  of  any  one 
being  relieved  at  Arvi^li  Dispensary  who  could 
relieve  themselves  otherwise, 

Seldom  or  never. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  orders  from  the 
trejsurei-  to  the  institution  on  the  firm  of  Messre. 
Eoficau  2c  George,  in  Dublin. 

By  the  committee  and  treasurer. 

The  treasurer  ordere  them,  and  they  are  suiipliod 
from  Messrs.  Pollock  & Co. , Dublin ; a list  of  the 
: medicines  required  being  previously  furnished  by 
the  medical  attendant. 

Receipt.  [ Expenditure. 

1831  -E.I28  liul.£.i20  9 4J 

1832  - 130  1 4 129  16  6 

1833  - 118  1 10  1 129  2 10 

Geneiial  MEAns  OP  EXPitSDixunz  — Medi- 
cine, Salary,  Rent,  &c.  . 

Receipt: 

1831  - - £.40  0 0 

1832  - - 42  0 0 

1833  - - 46  0 0 

Salary,  25 1. ; the  remainder  for  Medicine. 

Receipt. 

1831  - re.  128  9 7^ 

1832  - 114  14  l| 

1833  - 116  13  US 

GENER.U.  HEADS  0?  E 

1831. 

Salary  - £.55  3 9 
Medicine  - 40  18  II 

Rent  - 10  10  0 

Stationery,  about  3 0 0 

re.'ll7 
1 no 

XPEKnlTUK) 

1832.  j 

60  0 0 ' 
30  11  6 
10  10  0 
3 0 0 

iditurc. 

5 6 

16  li 

1833. 
50  0 0 

^ It  IS  supported  liy  presentments  from  the  grand 
jury  ofthe  county  of  Armagh  alone,  and  by  private 
subscriptions. 

1 By  private  sul|scription  from  the  different  coun- 
ties and  public  presentments  from  the  county  of 

■ By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  of 
Cavan  grand  jury  pursuant  to  the  68  Geo.  3. 
c.  47.  s.  5. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  alterationin  the  manage-  1 
incut  of  the  funds  of  tire  institution  that  would  be  I 
more  serviceable  to  the  poor.  When  the  grand  ! 
jury  pi-esented  an  equal  sum  to  tliat  subscribed,  it  I 
enabled  tlie  medical  attendant  mure  cfRctually  to  1 
Almve  the  persons  applying  for  aid,  by  supplying 
"hicb  1 think,  in  many  instances  fully  as  necessary 

In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  way  better  calculated 
for  the  use  of  tlie  poor,  on  account  ofoiu'fund  being 
so  low  and  so  many  applicants. 

them  with  flannel,  wine,  &o. 
as  medicine. 

It  is  suggested  that  if  the  funds  were  not  as  they 
are  by  the  slatutc  restricted  to  the  procuring  mere 
medical  or  sm'gical  aid , the  poor  would  be  much 
benefited ; the  withdrawing  of  the  stamp  required 
for  the  presentment  is  also  suggested. 

0.5. 
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Bailinagli  Dispensaay. 

Ballycomiell  Dispensary. 

Ballyjamesduff  Dispensary. 

J.  Bym,  Esq.,  Su^eon. 

Treasurer  and  hledical  Attendant. 

James  Kennaly,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

The  Ballinagh  Dispensary,  only  established  No- 
vember 1828. 

The  BallyconnelJ  Dispensaiy,  established  on  Mon- 
day, June  15,  1818,  for  distributing  medicine  and 
giving  advice  gratis. 

Ballyjamesduff  Dispensary  islhe 
under  my  care;  established  in  the  yeai-  1821.^ 

Kilmore  and  Bailintemple,  both  in  county  of 
Cavan. 

The  parish  of  Tomregan,  with  parts  of  the  pa- 
rishes of  Drumlane,  Kildallenand  Tcmplepool,  in 
tlie  county  of  Cavan,  and  of  Kinawley,  county  of 
Fermanagh. 

Nine  parishes,  all  in  the  county  Cavan. 

The  Cavan  Infirmary  and  dispensary,  five  miles 
distant ; and  the  Crosiioney  Dispensary,  two  miles 
distant. 

The  dispensary  of  Belfurliet,  six  miles  and  a half ; 
Killesahndra,  seven  miles ; and  Svranlinbai-,  seven 
miles ; all  these  are  Irish  miles,  and  therefore  ten 
English  mOcs  or  neaily  so. 

Stradone,  eight  mUes;  Bailicborough,  ninelJfi]^ 
Virgima,  five  miles;  Oldcastle,  county  Meath  sh 
raJes;  Mountnugent,  three  miles;  BaUiinachli.L 
four  imles;  Ballinagh,  seven  miles;.  Crossdoiw 
nine  miles. 

One  at  Crossdoney,  ptindpally  supported  by  tlie 
lord  of  the  manor. 

There  is  neither  hospital  nor  infirmary  within  mv 
distiict.  ' 

The  Ballitiagh  Dispensary  only ; its  salary  fluc- 
tuates. The  maximum  is  46 1.  per  annum.  I 
attend  one  day  in  the  week,  and  every  day  if 
necessary. 

None  but  the  Ballyconnell  Dispensary,  distant 
from  my  residence  about  a mile  and  a half ; 1 am 
obliged  to  attend  two  days  in  the  week  at  the 
dispensary,  and  to  visit  every  patient  who  cannot 
attend  at  the  dispensary,  for  a distance  of  fonrmiles 
round;  mv  salary  is  501.  per  annum. 

Oidy  one;  residence  in  Ballyduff;  amount  of 
salary,  40/.  per  annum;  attendance  two  days  each 
week  from  1 1 to  3 o’clock,  and  at  all  other  times 
when  required. 

Certainly.  1 

Yes,  cerbunly. 

In  all  casoB ; I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  in 
such  cases. 

Yes.  Average  number  of  deaths,  eight  per  an- 
num, except  at  the  outset  of  cholera. 

Yes,  a regular  entry  is  made  of  every  case,  by 
whom  recommended,  nature  of  disease,  course  cf 
treatment,  &c. 

A registry  is  kept  regularly  in  foe  dispensaiy; 
some  of  foe  patients  visited  .at  their  htnueis; 
others  get  medicine  at  the  dispensary,  and  with  a 
good  result  in  general, 

1,000  annual  average,  including  second,  third 
and  fourth  applications  from  tlie  same  persons,  but 
on  different  occasions;  every  form  of  disease  inci- 
dental to  this  country. 

1881,  1,691;  1832,  1,606;  1833,1,360;  this 

4,357  ; as  to  an  accurate  statement  of  the  dis- 
eases, whether  cured  or  not,  it  would  be  impossihfc 
for  any  man  to  find  out. 

Rarely,  if  ever. 

Sometimes,  but  wc  endeavour  to  prevent  this  as 
much  as  possible. 

In  several  instances  when  I was  flist  ajipointed, 
but  since  I became  acquainted  with  the  couuliy, 
but  very  few. 

Out  of  tbe  dispensary’s  funds,  by  a Dublin 
druggist. 

Our  druggists  in  Dublin  are  Messm.  Boileau  & 
George,  88,  Birde-street ; and  orders  aie  issued  by 
the  treasurer. 

By  Messrs.  Boileau  Sc  George,  88,  Bride-sheet, 
Dublin. 

Receipt. 

1831  - - - £.76  18  0 

1832  - - - 70  6 0 

1833  - • - 70  0 0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

fSalaiy  - £.  45  0 0 45  0 0 46  4 0 
“S'n.}  « “ 23  16  0 

1830  - £.  96  15 
1 1831  - 97  12 

1832  - 104  0 

GENERAL  HEADS 
1330. 

Salary  - £.50  0 0 
Mediciues  41  7 7 
Rent  - 6 0 0, 

Contingencies  4 5 3 | 

at.  1 E> 

n:  £.1 
H\ 

9 1 1 

; OF  ExpENar 
1831. 

50  0 0 
35  I 0 
6 0 0. 
7 10  4 

;penditure. 
01.12  lOi 
93  11  4 

03  15  7 

1832. 

50  0 0 
39  18  5 
6 0 0 
8 8 3 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £.  12G  6 0 1 £.  133  19  0^ 

1832  - 81  8 0 1 75  7 6 

1883  - 60  10  0 1 64  14  Oj 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1831.  1832.  1333, 

Salaiy  - £.51  2 3 40  0 0‘  40  0 0 

tUcdicine  - 70  18  10  82  2 0 21  1 9i 

Sundr  ies  - 11  17  11^  3 5 6 2 12  3 

By  subscriptions,  and  a coircsponding  present- 
mont  from  the  county  of  Cavan  only. 

Partly  by  annual  subscriptions,  and  partly  by 
presenfrnents  on  the  county  of  Cavan. 

It  is  supported  by  subscriptions  and  by  present- 
meuts  fr’oin  county  Cavan  o^y. 

None. 

I do  not  think  we  could  alter  this  establishment 
much,  so  that  it  would  work  better  thou  it  docs. 

Our  funds  are  so  small,  fropra  so  many  contiguous 
dispensaiias,  that  I cannot  suggest  any  bettet 
means ; but  were  small  district  hosiiitols  establifoed, 
more  good  could  lie  done  by  tenfuJd. 
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Ballymachugli  Dispensary. 

Belturbet  Dispensary. 

Cavan  and  Stradone  Di^ensaries. 

Mark  W.Daly,  Esq.,  M.o. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Semard  Coyne,  Esq.,  ii.n. 

BaUyniachugli  Dispensary,  established  in  1816. 

Belturbet  Dispensary;  established  1817. 

1 attend  the  Stradone  Dispensary,  established 
1628,  five  miles  from  Cavan,  and  the  town  of  Cavan 
Dispensary ; the  former  intended  to  relieve  the 
neighbourhood  for  nearly  six  mUcs  round,  the 
latter  to  relieve  Cavan  town  and  its  neighbourhood, 
extendmg  four  miles. 

Parts  of  four  different  parishes,  all  in  the  same 
coiuity- 

The  parishes  of  Anna  and  Drumlane,  and  part  of 
Kinawley  and  Tomregan  are  included  in  the  district. 
Persons  come  10  miles  to  our  dispensary. 

Certainly  five  between  the  two ; and  very  many 
instances  of  patients  receiving  benefit  from  the 
dispensaries,  15  miles  distant  as  to  then-  residence, 
as  the  subscribers  are  not  limited  therein. 

The  Cavan  Infirmary,  ten  miles  distant ; Mount 
Nugent  Dispensary,  two  miles  distant;  Ballyjames- 
duff  Dispensary,  four  miles  distant;  Granard  Dis- 
pensary, county  Longford,  eight  miles  distant. 

.Cavan  Infirmary  is  distant  seven  miles ; Baliy- 
connell  Dispensary,  six  ; Killeshandva  Dispensary, 
fourteen ; Newtownbuller,  eight ; Clones,  nine. 

Killeshandra,  Cropolaney,  Ballinagh,  the  two  lat- 
ter within  a mile  and  half  of  each  other;  Mount- 
nugent,  Belturbet,  BaUyjameaduff,  county  Cavan 
Infirmary  and  Fever  Hospital. 

None. 

No  hospital  or  infirmary  is  attached  to  the  dis- 
pensary of  this  district,  or  to  any  dispensary  with 
which  I am  acquainted. 

None. 

Bahymachugh  Dispensary,  county  Cavan , salary 
36  ?.  1 8 s.  6 \d.  per  annum ; Granard  Dispenaaiy, 
county  Longford,  salary  461.  3s.  \d.  per  annum; 
attendance  two  days  in  the  week  for  each  dispensary. 

the  dUpeasary.  In  some  counties  thi 
a person  not  qualiflcd  in  o«ry  brant 

I only  attend  one  dispensary,  salary  50 1.  per  an- 
num, which  is  very  inadequate,  being  obliged  to  give 
my  personal  attendance  on  two  days  each  week,  from 
11  to  3.0'clock,  and  to  visit  persons  unable  to  attend  at  the 
dispensary,  when  recommended;  four  miles  distant  from 

I attend  the  Stradone  Dispensary,  Hvc  miles  distant 
from  my  residence,  and  the  dispensary  in  this  lowo  ; the 
salary  of  the  Stradone  Dispensary,  40(. ; attendance  lliiee 
daysineleven;  Cavan  Dispensary,  30 1.  per  annum;  liable 
to  be  called  upon  on  any  day  in  the  week  a .subscriber  may 
wish,  when  illness  may  visit  the  poor  of  tho  iieighhour- 
bood ; and  for  chronic  coses  opeu  every  Tuesday  regularly. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Generally  speaking  ; if  not,  by  some  medical 
friend,  equity  capable. 

Yes. 

There  is. 

I never  consider  a dispensary  useful  or  efficient, 
where  a regular  case-book  is  not  kqit  of  the  history, 
treatment  and  probable  result  of  each  case ; consc- 
(luently  each  case  duly  attended  to,  and  the  I'esults 
vary,  but  are  very  generally  most  satisfactory. 

1830  , - . - 1,264 

1831  ...  - 979 

1832  ....  1,132 

1831  - - 1,790  - - attended  at  home  - 132 

1832  - - 1,512  „ 150 

1833  - - 2,073  „ 142 

Fevers  of  different  types,  dyspepsia,  inflammatory 
diseases  and  accidents,  &c. 

Stradone  Disjiensary  has  relieved  7,000  apjili- 
cants  in  the  la.st  three  yearn;  Ciivau  Dispensary 
will  not  be  two  years  established  until  January  1 834, 
and  it  has  relieved  up  to  this  date  (December  1833), 
3,380  patients,  Diseases  generally  arc,  liver  disease 
and  its  various  conscqueuccs,  diseases  of  the  lungs, 
dysentery,  fevers,  typhoid,  intermittent,  &c. 

Very  seldom  in  this  dbpenstiry. 

Such  abuse  sometimes  arises  from  want  of  caution 
or  ignorance  of  the  actual  condition  and  of  the 
means  of  the  applicant. 

Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

From  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  ; the  medidnes 
are  purchased  from  a druggist. 

The  treasurer,  upon  an  order  of  the  committee, 
directs  Messrs.  P.  A.  C.  Leslie,  Bride-street,  to 
forward  the  medicine  ordered. 

Boileau  & George,  88 
inadvisable  in  any  cast 

From  the  funds  in  tho  treasurer's  hands,  who 
pays  tlie  druggist’s  bills  when  furnished  him  ; our 
druggists  have  been  and  contiuuc  to  be  Messrs. 
, Bride-street,  Dublin  ; it  would  he  in  my  mind  very 
! that  tiie  physician  .should  supply  the  ineiiioinc. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £.33  10  0 1 £.29  S 7 

1832  - 70  7 0.  67  6 0 

1833  - 70  9 0 1 70  4 2 

1 1831.  I 1832.  1 1633, 

M d'  ■ j6.  I.  d.  1 rE.  J.  “i.  .r. 

Porlar,  &c,  ' I I 9 6 7 I 4 18  0 — 

Salary  - . . | . . | 40  0 0 | 33  16  11 

wilhhcld,  owing  m on  inforrnalityin  theapp^co. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  . £.  113  15  8 £.  106  19  5 

1832  - 118  17  11  123  13  3 

1883  - 116  14  4 1 116  14  11 

The  e.vpeuJiture  cousisls  iu  the  salary  paid  to  the 
medical  attendant,  the  procuring  of  medicine,  a 
small  salary  to  housekeeper  and  messenger,  and 
necessary  repaiia,  fuel,  &c. 

The  amount  of  receipt  for  the  two  years  the 
Cavan  Dispensary  Las  been  only  established,  did  not 
vary,  being  82 1.  each  year,  which  was  expended  in 
payiug  the  house-rent,  supplying  bandages,  medi- 
cines, stationery  ami  physicians'  salary,  &c, 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  grants  from 
county  Cavan. 

the  immediate  neig! 
contributed  to  its  su; 
means  and  the  want 

By  subscriptions  from  a few  of  the  gentry  and 
landed  proprietors,  and  by  an  equal  presentment  from 
county ; but  many  extensive  proprietors  of  laod  in 
hhourhood,  although  frequently  applied  to,  have  not 
pport,  and  very  few  contribute  in  proportion  to  their 
s of  the  poor  livine  on  their  estates. 

Both  dispens-aries  are  supported  by  subscriptions 
of  private  individuals,  and  an  equal  sum  presented 
annually  by  the  grand  jiiiy  of  this  county  only. 

Tlie  funds  are  so  small,  that  the  charity  could 
not  be  made  more  extensively  useful. 

1 Establishing  a general  hospital  and  fever  ward  to 
: each  dispensajy  would  be  highly  useful,  as  the  dis- 
tance to  Cavan  Infirmary  or  Fever  Hospital  is  too 
great  for  bad  surgical  or  fever  cases,  and  many 
cases  ai-ise  where  medicine  or  attendance  cannot  be 
given  with  the  desired  effect  at  their  own  icsidencc. 

I cannot  suggest  any,  as  the  funds  arc  extremely 
scanty,  and  vary  according  to  the  whim  of  sub- 
scribei's ; the  funds  of  both  dispensaries  never 
exceed  165f.  per  annum  to  meet  all  demands. 

Printed  tens  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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Cootehill  Dispensary. 

Crossdoney  Dispensary.  1 

Killesliandra  Dispensary. 

M.  Welsh,  Esq.,  Medical  Ateendant. 

J.  Sheridan,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant.  ! 

Alexander  Finlay,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  Cootehill  Dispensary,  nnder  my  care ; only 
one  which  was  established  1st  of  June  1814. 

I attend  the  Crossdoney  Dispensary,  and  no  other, 
which  was  established  in  or  about  the  year  1012.  ' 

Killeshandra  Dispensary,  instituted  in  1811- 
there  is  but  one  under  my  care.  ’ 

There  are  generally  from  fire  to  six  parishes  that 
get  reUef,  and  all  except  one,  in  this  county. 

Four  parishes  are  included,  and  they  are  all  in 
this  county. 

Within  the  district,  which  extends  five  miles  in 
every  direction  fr  om  the  town  of  Killeshandra,  there 
are  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Killeshandra,  Kildahen, 
Drumlane,  and  Carrigallan  ; the  last  situated  in 
county  Leitrim,  and  all  the  foregoing  in  the  county 

There  is  none  within  ten  miles  of  this,  except  a 
small  dispensary  in  the  village  of  Rookcorry, 
county  Monaghan,  four  miles  from  this. 

There  are  dispensaries  at  Cavan,  Belturbet,  Kil- 
leshandra,  Rallymachugh,  Arva,  BaUinagh  and 
Stradone ; all  I believe  within  ten  miles  of  Ci'oss- 

At  Cavan  there  Is  a fever  hospital,  infirmary 
and  dispensary;  at  Crosdoncy,  Bdturbet,  Ballv- 
connel,  Arva,  and  Ballinamore,  a dispensary  in 
each.  ‘ 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  in  my 
district. 

There  is  not  a dispensary  attached  to  the  county 
infirmary  or  fever  hospital,  which  are  the  only 
hospitals  in  tliia  county. 

None. 

I only  attend  the  one  dispensary ; the  days  of 
attendance  are  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  from  10  to 
3 in  the  anemoon.  and  every  rooming  when  necessary  i the 
amount  of  my  salary  is  60 1.  a year. 

Crossdoney  is  the  only  dispensary  1 am  concerned 
in  ; it  is  upwards  of  four  miles  fr  om  my  residence  at 
Killeshandra ; the  amount  of  salary  paid  me  is  30/. 
annually,  and  I attend  two  days  in  each  week,  hut 
am  liable  to  be  called  upon  at  any  time  in  case  of 
accident  or  sudden  illness. 

But  one  dispensary,  and  no  infirmary  or  hospital; 
the  dispensary  is  within  a few  himdred  yards  of  my 
residence;  the  amount  of  salary  is  50/.  per  an- 
num,  if  the  funds  permit ; attendance  is  given  at 
the  diqjcnsary  two  days  in  every  week. 

At  all  times  I give  my  personal  attendance  when 
called  on. 

Certainly,  and  I act  accordingly. 

It  is  my  duty  to  administer  personally  (and  not 
by  deputy)  medical  and  surgical  aid  to  all  pout  jttr- 
sons  who  are  rocomraended  by  a subscriber  to  the 
dispensary. 

There  is  a day-book,  specifying  the  names  of 
every  patient,  and  a report  made  out  every  year, 
giving  the  numbers  relieved,  &c.,  and  the  annual 
accounts  of  the  institution. 

There  is  a proper  registry  kept  of  the  number  of 
caees  in  each  year,  the  name,  age  and  residence  of 
each  patient,  by  whom  recommended,  and  the  dis- 
ease incident  to  each ; also'of  those  visited  at  their 
own  homes,  and  the  medicines  prescribed  in  each 

A register  is  regularly  kept  of  the  name,  age, 
disease  and  treatment  of  all  applicants  to  the  dis- 
pensary ; the  result  has  in  almost  every  case  been 
relief  or  perfect  cure. 

1830  - a - - 3,660 

1831  ...  - 5,811  • 

1832  - . - - 6,741 

The  diseases  treated  were  of  a general  description,  I 
fevers,  accidents,  wounds,  dec.  &c.  I 

apply  frequently  on  one  recommend 
' coughs,  measles,  indigestion,  cruptu 

The  number  of  uew  patients  in  the  last  three  years 
was  4,023,  and  the  number  of  old  patients  in  that 
space  was  17,144,  making  21,167  applications  ; by 
new  patients  are  meant  ^ose  who  come  with  fresh 
tickets,  each  of  which  continues  to  be  received  for 
a month  ; and  by  old  patients  are  meant  those  who 
ation.  The  diseases  treated  were  various ; fevers, 
ms,  rheumatism,  dropsies,  3ec.  besides  accidents 

It  appears,  from  the  register,  that  in  the  year 
1830  about  3,000  prescriptions  were  made  up  and 

liUjiensed,  and  a proportionale  number,  conscquemly,  of 
l>alients  adrailled  and  relieved.  I have  only  been  superin- 
arodem  for  a U«lc  better  than  a vear,  and  my  report  for 
twelve  months  was,  that  about  900  odd  of  palienli  veto 

M far  a^  MUec^norinore" Ib^  eiEht'or"Kn 

It  sometimes  occurs,  but  not  often  in  this  district. 

I fear  it  does  so  occur. 

Every  subscriber  feels  it  his  duty  to  recoraraeatl 
only  the  poor,  and  this  duty  has  been  generallyful- 
filled,  as  almost  every  individual  applying  for  aid  is 
evidently  poor. 

The  medicines  arc  supplied  through  the  treasurer, 
who  sends  an  order,  when  required,  to  the  druggist. 

The  medicines  arc  furnished  by  a Dublin  druggist, 
at  the  expense  of  the  governors. 

The  rule  is,  that  the  treasurer,  authorized  by  the 
managing  committee,  shall  provide  the  medicines 
from  some  druggist  in  Dublin  who  deals  by  whole- 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1830  - £.171  10  1 1 £.134  12  ^ 

1831  - 199  8 11  147  2 7 

1832  - 216  16  4 1 ld6  13  SJ 

The  receipt  is  about  40/.  anuuaUy,  and  the 
expenditure  generally  equal  in  amount  thereto. 

Receipt 

1830  - £.56  7 

1831  - 72  7 

1832  - 97  5 

GEKERAL  HEADS 

1830. 

Rent  - £.4  0 0 
Salary  - 28  1 7 4 I 

MctUcine  21  18  II  I 
Contingeneias  1 10  9 j 

:.  1 Expenditure. 

0 £.56  7 0 

0 I 64  10  6 

0 ) 100  8 U 

OF  EXfENDITBRB. 

1831.  1832. 

4 0 0 4 0 0 

37  1 1 50  0 0 

21  18  7 47  12 

1 10  10  4 16  6i 

It  is  supported  by  subscriptions,  and  also  a pre- 
sentment from  only  the  one  county  each  year,  the 
amount  of  which  is  granted  according  to  the  funds. 

It  is  supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  a sum 
generally  equal  in  amount  thereto,  presented  by  the 
grandqury  of  this  county  only  once  in  each  year. 

One-half  of  its  revenues  is  derived  from  private 
subscriptions,  the  other  half  from  the  grand  jury 
presentment. 

I do  not  know  of  any  alterations  that  could  be 
made  for  the  better  in  this  institution. 

No ; except  that  the  governors  might  be  more 
cautious  in  giving  tickets,  and  not  recommend  any 
but  real  objects. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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ULSTER — Cavan. 


Mountnugent  Dispensary. 

; Mullaugh  Dispensary. 

Swanlinbar  Dispensary. 

Charles  Halpin,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

— 

William  Maxtcell  Wade,  Esq. , Surgeon. 

The  Mountnugent  Dispensary,  establishetl  about  i 
three  years. 

Mullaugh  Dispensary,  estahlidied  July  1831, 
for  the  distribution  of  medicine  and  medical  aid  to 
the  poor. 

The  Swanlinbar  Dispensary,  established  Septem- 
ber 30,  1819. 

There  arc  two  entire  parishes,  and  portions  of , 
three  contiguous  parishes,  in  my  district ; some  in  | 
county  Meath,  the  rest  in  county  Cavan.  j 

j 

Two  parbhes  in  district,  namely,  Mullaugh  and 
Killickere,  county  Cavan. 

The  greater  part  of  three  parishes,  namely,  Tera- 
pleport,-  in  the  county  Cavan,  Kinawley,  partly  in 
Cavan  and  Fermanagh,  and  Killesher,  in  Ferma- 
nagh. 

Moynalty,  CrossakicU,  Virginia,  Baileborough, 
Ballyjamesduff,  Kihnainham  and  Kingseourt. 

The  Ballyconaell  Dispensary  is  within  eight  miles. 

One  dispensary,  that  of  BaUymacbugh.  Cannot 
answer  the  latter  part  of  this  question. 

No  infirmary  or  hospital  in  the  district. 

1 

1 

ITiere  is  no  hospital  or  infinnary  witiiiu  ten 
miles  of  Swanlinbar  ; Cavan  Infirmary  and  Fever 
Hospital  is  distant  22  miles;  Enniskillen,  10^ 

Ido  not.  I am  paid  401.  per  annum.  Attend 
two  days  in  each  week,  and  visit  such  out-patients 
as  are  recommended  as  such. 

Mullaugh  Dispensury;  reridence,  town  of  Mul- 
laugh; meiBcal  officer's  salary,  301.  per  annum; 
general  day  of  attendance,  Tuesday.  In  conse- 
quence o7  accidents,  and  other  diseases  incident  to 
the  poor,  they  are  attended  any  day  when  required. 

1 attend  only  the  above  institution,  which  is  in 
^ the  town.  My  salary  is  67 1.  per  annum,  for  which 
1 must  provide  a house  to  receive  patients  in,  fuel, 
ami  atlcndanls,  &o.  1 am  required  to  alteiid  two  days  ill 
each  week  by  the  dispensary  rules,  but  I never  refuse  ana- 
tient  requiring  relief  in  the  interim.  Patients  not  able  to 
come,  are  visited  at  home. 

or  course  Ido. 

I do  consider  it  imperative  on  me  to  attend  on 
all  cases  when  called  on. 

By  all  means. 

There  has  been  since  I took  charge,  which  is 
about  two  years  and  a half  ^o. 

A regular  registry  is  kept,  and  furnished  to  the 
, grand  jury  each  assises,  of  all  cases  visited,  and  those 
who  personally  attend  the  dispensary  ; in  general 
most  cases  have  been  benefited. 

There  is  a registry  kept  of  the  names  of  patients, 
by  whom  recommended,  disease,  and  medicine  ad- 
ministeied  to  each. 

1631 1,193 

1832  1,270 

1833  totliisdate  (May)  about  - 1,000 

Chief  diseases,  dyspepsia,  dropsy,  ophthalmia, 

Numberrelieved  in  two  years  and  ahalf,  is  4,230.  ! 
The  diseases  with  which  the  country  is  generally 
afflicted  are  coughs,  asthmas,  fever,  rheumatism, 
diarrheea  and  dysentery. 

12,000  persons  have  received  medicine  and  ad- 
vice withiu  the  last  three  years.  Diseases,  dyspep- 
sia, fever,  scurvy,  consumption,  fiec. 

Some  few  j not  very  many. 

It  often  happens  that  persons  are  relieved  at  a 
dispensary,  whose  means  are  comfortable,  only  in 
case  of  necessity,  or  where  there  is  no  other  altema- 

Occasionally,  but  contrary  to  the  regulations  of 
the  dispensary. 

By  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Druggists,  Bride- 
strc^  Dublin. 

Wlien  medicines  are  required  for  the  dispensary, 
they  are  ordered  from  the  druggist  by  the  medical 
attendant. 

We  get  our  medicines  fi  om  Messre.  Leslie  & Co., 
' Druggists,  Bride-street,  Dublin,  by  order  from  the 
treasurer. 

The  amount  of  receipts,  since  establishing  this 
mspensary,  by  subscription  and  presentment,  has 
beenaliout  2261.  I cannot  state  exactly  what  the 
etpeaditure  has  been ; as  nearly  as  I can  come  at 

thefact,  itis  1861. 

Receipt. 

1831  - - - ^.53  6 0 

1832  - - - 68  10  0 

1833  - - . 60  14  0 

Those  suras  are  expended  by  medicine,  carriage, 
postage,  stamps,  house-rent,  and  incdical  attend- 
ant’s salary. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - - £.111  6 0 £.107  3 0 

1832  - - 116  2 0 1 115  6 0 

QXKBRAI.  BEAUS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1831.  1 1832. 

Salary  - - £,  60  0 0 60  0 0 

Mediemes  - 40  S 0 48  6 0 

Rent  and  Fuel  17  0 0 j 17  0 0 

By  subscription  and  presentments. 

By  private  contribution,  and  county  presentment 
irou  county  Cav.m. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  an  equal  sum 
granted  by  presentment  from  the  county  Cavan. 

, 60  io*  that  the  dispensary  pays  me 

“ 401.  a year.  I am  obliged  to  keep  a pair  of 
Mscs  to  perform  the  duty  attached  to  it. 

1 do  not  know  of  any  change  in  the  present  cha- 
ritable fund  by  which  the  poor  would  benefited. 
From  long  experience,  I ^ve  generally  found  the 
poor  in  great  want  from  such  institutions,  where 
they  are  not  convenient. 

i 
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Virginia  Dispensary. 

Ballysliannon  Dispensary. 

Camdonagh  Dispensaiy. 

John  M.  Athin$,  Esq.,  M.  u. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Alexander  JFt&on,  Esq.,  m.  r.c.s.  l. 

Thei'e  U no  hospital  or  infinnary  imder  my  care. 
The  dispensary,  named  Virginia  Dispensary,  was 
established  in  1817,  to  afford  advice,  medicme  and 
attendance,  when  necessary,  to  the  sick  poor. 

Baliyshannon  Dispensary. 

The  name  of  the  dispens.ary  was  Camdonagh  aod 
aonmany,  but  is  now  confined  to  Camdonagh,  m 
there  was  no  subscriptions  raised  from  Qonmany 
last  year;  established  about  1 822.  ' 

Four  parishes,  and  they  are  all  in  the  county  of 
Cavan. 

Parishes  of  Kilbarron  and  innismaesaint  chiefly, 
innismaesaint  is  situated  in  counties  Donegal  and 
Fermanagh.  The  district  is  not  limited  to  these 
two  parishes ; it  includes  a part  of  the  counties 
Fermanagh,  Leitrim  and  Sligo  adjoining,  or  near 
to  county  Donegal. 

One  at  present,  formerly  two ; they  are  both  ia 
same  county. 

Mullagh,  Kells,  Moynalty,  Oldcastle,  Mount- 
nugent,  Ballyduff  and  Baileborough  Dispensaries. 

Ballinagh  only. 

Only  one  dispensary.  Malic,  witbin  ten  miles, 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  in  my  district. 

No  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  attached ; the 
salary  in  general  varies  from  30 1.  to  40 1,  per  ann, 
by  subscription,  along  with  the  same,  from  the 
county. 

I attend  only  one  dispensary. 

No. 

Only  one  dispensary  at  present,  formerly  two. 
Oonmany,  distance  six  miles.  Salary  for  both, 
as  above.  Days  of  attendance,  Tuesday  aod 
Friday. 

I do,  and  I always  give  my  own  personal  attend- 

Patients  unable  to  attend,  having  a ticket  from 
a subscriber,  arc  then  visited  at  their  homes. 

I do  consider  it  requisite  to  give  it,  in  surgical  aid 

A register  of  all  cases  recommended  to  the  dis- 
pensary is  kept,  and  the  result  of  the  treatment,  &c. 

The  name  and  disease,  and  by  whom  recom- 
mended, is  registered. 

No  register  is  kept  of  the  cases  which  have  oc- 
curred ; they  are  in  general  numerous. 

About  4,000  persons  were  relieved  within  the 
last  three  years.  The  diseases  treated  were  fevers, 
inflammations  of  the  lungs,  liver,  intestines,  dysen- 
tery, diarrhrea,  acute  and  chronic  rheumatism,  cu- 
taneous diseases,  &c.  and  accidents  of  various  kinds. 

1831  ...  12,279 

1832  ...  12,279 

1833  - - - 6,359 

Cannot  say  tlie  number  of  persons  so  relieved. 

Sometimes,  from  misrepresentation ; but,  in  the 
event  of  such  an  occurrence,  communication  is  made 
to  the  subscriber,  and  the  person  is  dismissed. 

Frequently  persons  who  are  in  very  good  circum- 
stances benefit  very  ranch  from  this  institution. 

About  quarterly,  or  oftener  when  necessarj',  by 
Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Dinggists,  Bride-street, 
Dublin. 

Supplied  by  Messrs.  Ledie,  Dublin,  and  paid 
for  by  treasurer  out  of  general  fund. 

Taken  out  of  my  salary. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - ^£.90  18  6 129  3 4 

1831  . . - 122  10  10  122  10  10 

1832  - - - 116  18  4 1 116  18  4- 

Receipt. 

1830  -£.163  15  0 ■ 

1831  - 126  18  6 . 

1832  - 139  4 0 . 

The  balance  is  kud  out  i 
cessaries,  such  as  lard, 
occasionally,  and  sundry 
adequate  to  the  expense: 
debt  to  both  surgeon  an 

Annual  Expenditure. 
Salaries  - £.105  0 0 
Rent  - - 660 

Servant  - 2 0 0 

h medicine,  and  other  ne- 
spirits  for  tiuctures,  wine 
' small  articles,  and  is  not 
>,  the  institution  being  in 
d apothecary. 

About  301.  per  annum  is  the  expenditure  fur 
medicine. 

By  voluntary  contributions,  and  county  assess- 
ment from  the  county  of  Cavan  only. 

By  private  subscription,  and  by  county  present- 
ment from  county  of  Donegal  only. 

By  subscriptions,  and  grand  jury  presentment 
from  one  county. 

I do  not  think,  with  its  present  funds,  this  dis- 
pensary could  possibly  be  rendered  more  efficient 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor. 

The  fimds  are  inadequate,  in  rlebt  to  the  trea- 
surer, and  no  salary  for  the  medical  attendants  fur 
the  last  two  years. 

The  alteration  I would  suggest  xvould  be 
much  larger  subscription  or  gr^t  to  ■ 

establishment,  as  the  poor,  being  Ter>-  nn  ^ 
would  receive  more  benefit,  the  lunds  bemg 
too  small  for  the  population. 
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Clondaliorkey  and  Rajanuntevdoney 

Dispensary.  1 

Cloiideradagh  and  KDlygarvan 
Dispensaries. 

Clonleigh  Dispensary. 

' 1 

1 Wm.  F.  Grueher,  Es^.  Surgeon. 

Ifbi.  Jb/m  Greer,  Esq.  m.  n. 

The  united  Dispensaries  of  Clondalioricey,  Ray- 
Djunterdoney  and  Raytuiiagliofaegly ; established 
is  the  year  1826. 

The  Dispensary  of  the  parishes  of  Clouderadegh 
and  Killygarvan.  Although  the  word  dispensary 
is  used,  yet  there  are  in  reality  two,  as  explained 
in  5th answer;  it  was  established  May  23,  1833. 

Clonleigh  Dispensat)',  cstaldished  in  the  year 
1830,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  medicines,  me- 
dical and  surgiaii  aid  for  the  poor  of  the  par  ish  of 
Clonleigh. 

Tliree  pai-ishes,  in  same  county.  i 

Answered  above. 

One  parisli,  in  the  county  of  Donegal. 

None  within  ten  miles. 

The  Ramelfon  Dispensary  is  distant  five  miles 
from  Rathmullen,  one  of  the  places  where  the 
medical  officer  attends ; but  if  the  centre  of  the 
district  be  taken,  there  is  no  dispensary  within 
1 0 miles. 

Strabane,  Donaghadec,  'Castlederg,  Nuwtown- 
stuart,  Rapboe,  Donaghmorc,  Loughboyne. 

. No  hospitaler  iufiimary  attached.  | 

There  is  only  the  one  dispensary  in  the  district, 
and  no  other  medical  establishment  of  any  kind. 

Clondahorkey  or  Dunfanoghy  Dispensary,  tno 
davs  in  each  week;  Raymunterdoney  and  Ray- 
luHaghobegley,  one  day  in  each  week  ; distance 
7 miles  and  7 pai'ts ; united  salary  597.  7 s.  Sd. 
miles  lou^,  and  that  until  the  estahlisliment  this  ilispcnsai 

There  are  two  dispensaries  in  the  district,  sup- 
ported by  the  same  fiind,  and  the  same  governors  ; 
there  is  one  medical  attendant  only,  who,  in  con* 
se  quence  of  the  extent  of  the  district,  is  obliged  to  attend 

y utterly  destitute  of  medical  aid,  being  surtonndetfon  three 
cai  attendant  resides  at  one  of  the  ahove-menrioDCdmedicinc 

One  only ; two  days  in  the  week ; salary  for 
the  last  year,  75  7. 

at  two  places,  distant  eight  miles  from  each  other,  for  the 
t each  place.  We  may  here  remark  that  the  district  is  !5 
Bides  by  water,  and  having  no  connexion  with  aiiymcdical 
depositaries.and  attends  at  the  other  two  days  In  each  week. 

Yes. 

"Whenever  a patient  is  recommended  to  the  dis- 
pensary, I consider  it  my  duty  (if  I think  the  case 
requires  it)  to  visit  such  patient  at  his  ownhouse, 
and  each  subscriber  of  one  guinea  has  a right  of 
sending  me  an  order  to  visit  any  person  he  may 
think  requires  it. . 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  to  visit  all  patients 
who  are  not  able  to  attend  at  the  dispensar)-. 

A register  has  keen  kept  The  cases  treated  1 
terminated  for  the  most  part  favourably.  I 

A it^ular  register  is  kept  of  all  patients  recom- 
mended, and  a report  of  Ac  result  (as  well  as  can 
be  ascertained)  made  out  at  tlic  end  of  the  year. 

1,620  have  been  relieved,  and  many  hundreds 
relieved  not  entered  on  hooks;  dyspeptic  cases  ge- 
nerally prevailed,  and  in  filthy  huts  typhus  fever 
occurred. 

366  people  have  received  medical  assistance  at 
the  dispensaries  within  the  last  six  months ; dis- 
eases, dyspepsia,  fever,  dysentery,  diarrhaa,  rheu- 
matism, &c.  &c. 

5,421  patients  have  been  entered  on  the  book 
during  the  last  three  years. 

Yes,  very  fi-cquently  by  advice. 

In  some  few  oases  persons  who  might  not  be  1 
considered  fit  objects  of  the  charity  have  received 
asastance,  but  such  oases  are  as  few  as  in  any  simi- 1 
lar  establishment. 

The  duty  of  the  surgeon  is  to  attend  to  all  orders 
from  a governor,  but  sometimes  tlie  governor  is  im- 
posed on,  and  the  surgeon  is  obliged  to  visitaper- 
son  who  is  not  an  object  of  charity. 

By  the  treasurer’s  order,  on  Dublin  dniggists. 

The  medicines  ai-e  supplied  out  of  the  general 
fund  of  the  dispensary! 

The  medicines  arc  ordered  by  the  treasurer,  from, 
a druggist,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  funds. 

' Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1630  - £.92  8 0 £.  80  13  7 

1831  - 71  2 9 85  7 9 

1833  . 71  17  10  1 79  1 8 lOj 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

£.123  2 0 Medicine  - £.2.7  0 0 

1 Advertisements,  &c.  5 0 0 

It  has  been  resolved  to  give  the  remainder  to 
the  medical  attendant.  The  dispensary  has  not 
yet  existed  Q ycor. 

Expenditure. 

1831  - - - £.108  12  9 

1832  ...  118  13  IJ 

1833  - - - 140  14  Oi 

All  for  medicine,  rent  and  surgeon’s  salary. 

Su]ipnrtcil  by  private  subscription  and  present- 
ment from  Coimty  Donegal. 

It  is  supported  hy  subscriptions,  and  a present- 
ment of  the  grand  jury,  county  Donegal. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  by  presentments 
from  the  grandjuryof  the  county  of  Donegal. 

No. 

I believe  the  funds  are  as  well  distr  ibuted  as  they 
can  be  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Many  alterations  could  be  suggested,  provided 
the  funds  of  the  institution  would  allow  of  them. 

0-5-  A A 
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Culdaff  Dispensary. 

Donegal  Dispensary. 

Donouglimore  Dispensary. 

— 

Mishap  Mtdreany,  Esq.  surgeon. 

James  Holmes,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

One  Dispensary  for  the  parislves  of  Culilaff  and 
Cloncale,  established  in  1817,  for  the  relief  of  the 
pour  inhabitants. 

The  Donegal  Dispensary,  established  a.d.  1826, 
for  relief  of  tire  sufEeiing  poor  of  the  neighbouring 
paririaes. 

The  Donouglimore  Dispensary  was  established  nn 
7th  September  1826,  at  Killygordon.  Mediciaei, 
distributed  every  Monday,  in  the  west  end  of  tie 
parish,  for  the  poor  of  that  district. 

Two  parishes,  both  in  the  same  county. 

The  greater  part  of  four  parishes  all  in  county 
Don^al. 

Parish  of  Donouglunore  in  the  county  Dota^al 

One  in  Larne. 

The  Mountcharles  Dispensary  three  miles  dis-  > 
tant ; tire  Balintca  Dispensary  five  miles  distant. 

! 

Eaphoe,  five  miles;  Strauolar,  three  miles' 
Strabane,  eight  miles;  Castlederg,  eight  miles' 
Liflbrd,  eight  miles  from  KiHygoMon.  The  in! 
firmary  for  the  county  Donegal  is  also  at  Lifford. 

None ; but  an  hospital  would  be  a very  desirable 
thing  for  the  bad  cases  among  the  poor. 

There  is  neither  hospital  nor  infirmary  in  my 
district. 

“ 

None  but  the  above-named. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary ; the  amount  of  my 
salary  is  no  more  than  40 1.  per  annum.  The  dis- 
pensary is  open  two  days  each  week,  but  medical 
aid  is  never  refused  to  applicants  when  the  urgency 
of  any  case  may  require  it. 

I only  attend  the  Donoughmore  Dispensary, 
which  occupies  my  entire  time  ; the  salary  is  70  /. 

I do  whenever  recommended  by  a subscriber, 
which  recommendation  is  veiy  easily  obtained  in  all 
cases  of  necessity. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty  in  all  cases  to  give  my 
personal  assistance. 

By  the  rules  of  the  institution  I am  hound  to  at- 
tend at  the  dispensary  three  days  each  week,  anil  to 
visit  the  patients  two  days ; I always  visit  patieuls 
when  recommended  by  subscribers. 

Such  a register  has  generally  been  kept. 

1 keep  a register  of  all  cases  treated  in  my  dis- 
pensary. 

An  exact  registry  is  kept  and  submitted  to  the 
examination  of  the  committee. 

For  the  last  13  years  the  number  of  cases  re- 
lieved have  varied  from  1,800  to  2,000  annually. 
The  principal  disea-ses  ti-eated  were,  fever,  rheuma- 
tism, affections  of  the  heart,  dyspepsia,  female  com- 
plaints, fractures  and  dislocations. 

1 was  appointed  to  this  dispensary  on  the  24th 
September  1833,  since  which  time  (three  months) 
the  number  of  persons  receiving  medical  aid  was 
221.  The  diseases  most  prevalent  here  are  those 
of  the  lungs  and  bowels,  constituting  diarrheeas, 
Uc.  &c. 

1831  ....  2.558 

1832  ....  2,395 

1833  ...  - 2,121 

Occasionally  it  does,  as  subscribers  have  the 
power  of  recommending  whom  they  please. 

It  often  occurs  that  auch  persons  partiupate  in 
the  benefits  of  this  institution. 

The  subscribers  only  recommend  sucli  as  are 
objects  of  charity. 

By  Slcssrs.  Leslie  & Co.  druggists,  Dublin,  paid 
from  the  funds  of  the  dispensary  by  order  of  the 
treasurer. 

Tlic  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau 
& George,  dru^ists,  of  Dublin,  and  paid  for  out 
of  the  subscriptions. 

The  medicines  are  generally  supplied  by  SIcssrs. 
Pollock,  Figgis  fit  Co.,  Dublin;  ordered  by  the 
committee. 

Eeccipt. 

1830  - - - £.  100  0 0 

1831  - - - 100  13  0 

1882  ...  91  3 0 

The  surgeon’s  salary  and  medicine  just  amounted 
to  annual  receipt. 

This  dispensary,  estaljlislied  in  1826,  was  (from 
some  dislike  which  the  subscribers  had  to  the  sur- 
geon) not  in  e^tistence  for  the  last  two  years  until 
24th  September ; before  ray  time  there  was  no 
book  of  registry  kept. 

Heceipi 

1831  . £.  104  16 

1832  - - 110  6 

1833  - - 121  19 

aEltXRAI.  HEADS 

1831. 

£.  s.  d. 
Salary  - 70  0 0 

Medicine  - 32  19  7 

Rent  - 5 3 0 

1 E; 
6 f:i 

6 1 
0 [ 1 

OP  BXrENSI 
1832.  ' 

£.  1.  d. 
80  0 0 
34  0 0 
6 6 0 

cjiemlituit. 

08  4 7 
140  6 0 
116  9 0 

1833. 

£.  1.  J- 

70  0 0 
40  3 0 
6 6 0 

By  private  subscriptions  and  grand  jury  present- 
ments  for  one  county. 

By  subscriptions,  but  we  expect  some  support 
from  the  grand  jury  next  assizes. 

About  65 1.  is  generally  obtained  annuity  by 
subscriptions  fr  om  the  landed  proprietois,  and  30 1 
or  601.  is  generally  granted  by  the  grand  jury« 
Donegal. 

I cannot  suggest  any,  but  if  the  funds  of  the 
dispensaries  were  materially  increased,  particularly 
in  the  poorer  distiicts  of  the  country  where  disease 
much  abounds,  1 think  theu  much  more  good  might 
be  douc. 

Our  funds  are  too  limited  to  be  able  to  effect 
any  thmg  salutaiy  in  this  thiclcly  populated 
couutry. 

The  funds  of  this  institution  arc  managed  ritb 
the  strictest  economy  and  diswetion,  but  arc  in- 
adequate to  relieve  the  poor  of  tins  extensive 
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DiTimliolm  Dispensaiy. 

Falian  Dispensary. 

Glencolumbkill  Dispensary. 

jyiHiam  Thompson,  Es^.  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Tke  Drumholm  Disi>easary,  estaljlished  May 
1819,  tor  administering  advice  and  medicine  to  the 
sick  poor  of  the  parish, 

The  Dispensary  for  Upper  and  Lower  Faban 
and  Dysertegny  is  only  under  my  care,  placed  in 
Buncitma,  with  an  effective  branch  in  Upper 
Falian;  both  established  a.d.  1819,  by  the  late 
Lord  Bishop  of  Dairy,  solely  for  the  relief  of  the 

Established  in  the  year  1824  (Dispensary  Glcu- 
culiunbkill),  Parish  of  Glcncolumbkill. 

Tlie  parish  of  Dnimholm  and  part  of  Donegal, 
lioth  in  the  same  county. 

Tlicre  are  three,  all  in  the  sanlle  coimty. 

Only  one  at  i>rcsent,  in  the  county  of  Donegal. 

Tlie  Ballyshanuon  Dispensary,  within  six  miles, 
and  ilountcliailcs,  eight  miles. 

K 0 dispensary  within  ten  miles,  nor  hospital ; 
nor  infirm aiy.  i 

No  dispensary  or  info-maiy  or  medical  aid  of  any 
description  within  ten  miles. 

There  is  no  infirmaiy  or  hospital  within  my 
district. 

None  of  any  kind  exists. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary ; the  amount  of  sa- 
lary 601.  yearly.  Therearetwodaysmthe  week  for 
dispensing  medicines ; the  intermediate  days  for  visit- 
ing the  sick  throughout  the  district  when  called  on. 

was  eiven  for  both  places  beine  attended,  but  nt 

The  establishment  in  Fahnn  being  part  of  and 
identified  with  that  of  Buncrana,  is  looked  on  as  a 
branch ; yet  in  every  respect,  as  far  as  attendance, 
visiting  and  the  disposing  of  medicines,  it  is  a 
separate  institution.  Formerly  100 1.  per  annum  : 
IT  it  is  reduced  to  761.  I attend  at  Fahan  two  days 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  exclusive  of  visiting 
the  sick  poor  of  tliia  district ; salary  last  year,  in- 
cluding county  grant,  but  40 1, ; every  day  in  the 
week  is  a dispensary  day  with  me. 

i each  week ; the  distance  from  mv  bouse  3 miles. 

in  all  cases  where  my  medical  or  surgical  aid  is 
tcguired,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend. 

One  of  OUT  first  regulations  was,  that  we  diould 
attend  only  to  subscribers’  recommendations ; but 
now  I never  look  for  these.  Most  decidedly  I con- 
sider it  my  duty,  and  it  is  my  constant  practice,  to 
attend  to  the  distresses  of  the  poor,  whether  medical 
or  surgical  aid  is  required. 

At  all  times  when  my  assistance  is  required,  I 
attend  unhesitatingly. 

Tliere  is  a register  kept  of  the  number  of  patients 
to  whom  medicines  and  advice  are  administered,  and 
also  of  the  number  visited  at  tbdr  own  bouses. 

names ; but  on  the  breaking  out  of  any  c 
joint,  the  tying  of  some  of  the  great  artt 
keep  distinct  notes  of  each ; c.  j?.  in  the  t 

This  would  be  imposable.  Originally  we  regis- 
tered all  cases ; but  such  was  the  demand  for  medi- 
cines and  attendance,  and  such  has  it  continued  so 
to  be,  that  we  could  ouly  visit  and  write  down 
epidemic,  the  performance  of  any  important  surgical 

hree  summer  monfiis  of  1827  we  raecinated  833  cas 

A correct  registry  of  all  cases  is  kept,  wherein  a 
statement  of  the  diseases  is  accurattffy  noted  down, 
with  treatment  and  result. 

operation,  aa  ampufatioii  at  the  shoulder 
of  midwifery,  trepanning,  vaccination,  we 

15,640,  out  of  wbiob  number  730  have  been 
visited ; the  principal  diseases  requiring  mypersonal 
attendance  were,  fevers,  infiammations,  dropsy,  frac- 
tares  and  dislocations. 

6,500  are  annu 
by  our  regulatioi 
yet  few  days  eve 

Fevers,  pneumonia,  cholera,  cholic,  measles ; no 
smali-pox  for  the  last  thirteen  years ; stomach  affec- 
tions ; the  many  and  diversified  accidents  and  in- 
juries as  well  of  fhe  bones  as  of  the  soft  parts  j all 
come  to  us ; all  are  tieatcd.  In  round  numbers, 
illy  relieved  at  both  institutions.  Although  we  are 
18  only  to  attend  five  days  in  the  week  at  both  places, 
r pass  without  giving  both  advice  and  medicines. 

I have  not  been  in  (diaigc  of  this  dispensary  pre- 
viously to  March  1 832,  since  which  period  (one  year 
and  nine  months)  upwards  of  500  cases  have  Wu 
treated,  and  two  deaths ; diseases  chiefly  soi-ofula, 
fevers  and  bawd  affections. 

Very  seldom. 

Very  often;  commonly  so. 

This  is  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 

The  medicines  are  paid  for  out  of  the  fund,  and 
supplied  by  druggists  in  Dublin. 

By  the  united  funds  of  subscriptions  and  grand 
jury  presentments ; the  medicines  purchased  from 
the  bouse  of  Boileau  & George,  Dublin. 

The  medicines  I am  obliged  to  furnish  myself 
from  my  triffing  salary  and  private  funds,  which  are 
quite  inadequate  to  meet  the  necessities  of  such  an 
unbounded  circle  of  paupers. 

Receipt  - - - £.  120  0 0 

GEHEKal,  HEADS  OF  EXPEKDlTPaE. 
Salary  - - - £.  60  0 0 

Medicines  - - 43  0 0 

Rent  - . - 16  0 0 

120  0 0 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - £.20  0 0 £.20  0 0 

1832  - 72  0 0 62  0 0» 

1-833  - 24  0 0 1 24  0 0 

• The  great  expenditure  of  this  year  was  owing 
to  the  cholera  panic. 

I am  in  chaise  but  tivo  years ; the  fimt  year’s 
receipt  amounted  to  60L,  the  last  but  40L 

by  presentment  and  half  by  private  sub- 
scription, making  the  whole  amount  yearly  120  /.  ; 
the  presentment  is  obtained  from  tlie  county. 

By  private  subscriptions  and  presentments  only 
from  the  one  county. 

By  private  subscriptions  and  an  equivalent  from 
grand  jury  presentment. 

I can  suggest  no  alteration  in  the  distribution  of 
the  limited  funde  by  which  the  establishment  under 
|ny  ohaige  is  supported,  which  could  possibly  render 
ttmorc  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Our  low  funds  Cannot  be  better  applied  than  at 

Tlie  funds  are  so  circumscribed  as  to  render  any 
amelioration  at  present  impracticable,  unices  an  ad- 
dition be  made. 
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KiHybegs  Di^eiisary. 

Kilmaci'onan  Dispensary. 

Moville  Dispensary. 

— 

John  Hunter,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

John  Irvine,  Esq.  Suigeon,  r.  n. 

Kiilybegs  Dispensary,  two  branoLes  of  whicli  are 
established,  one  in  Ardam  and  another  in  DunJta- 
nuly,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  more  distant 
applicants  for  medicine  and  medical  aid.  Bsta- 
bUshediu  1821. 

Kilmaeronan  Dispensary,  under  my  superintend- 
ence since  the  27th  June  1829;  but  established 
since  1824  or  1825. 

“ The  Moville  Dispensaiy,”  established  in  1816 

Four,  viz.  Kihybegs,  KiHearr,  KiUaghtec  and 
InnishccI ; all  in  the  same  county. 

The  parish  of*  Kilmaeronan,  in  same  county. 

Two ; viz.  the  parishes  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Moville,  both  adjoining,  and  in  the  same  countj- 

One  only,  in  Mountcharles,  in  the  parish  of 

Two  dispensaries,  within  five  miles  each ; viz.  ' 
one  at  Kamelton,  and  one  at  Letteikenny.  No 
public  infinnary  nearer  than  17  miles.  1 

“ The  Malin  and  Culdaff  Dispensary,"  “ 
Cai'udonagh  Dispensary”  and  “ The  Muff  DL<- 
pensary,”  are  each  distant  from  Moville  about  ten 
miles. 

Not  any. 

No  hospital  or  infiiraary  attached  to  any  dis- 
pensary in  my  district. 

There  is  no  other-  dispensary,  hospital  or  iafir- 
raary  within  my  district. 

Only  the  different  branches  of  the  KDlybegs 
Dispensary  above  stated,  the  one  eight  and  tlie 
other  four  miles  distant.  I attend  three  days  in 
the  week ; -viz.  one  day  at  each  place,  for  which  I 
receive  a salary  of  73Z.  16  s.  ll<f. 

I attend  one  dispensatyonly  ; viz.  Kilmaeronan, 
five  miles  distant,  two  days  in  the  week : salary 
52Z.  10s. 

I attend  the  Mo-ville  Dispensary  only,  for  which  I 
receive  701.  a year,  paid  quaitcily. 

When  I am  called  on  by  a subscriber  to  do  so. 

Whenever  a governor  of  the  dispensary  sends  me  a 1 
ticket  of  the  necessity  of  giving  medical  or  sur- 
gical aid  to  any  one  in  the  parish,  1 consider  it 
my  duty  to  attend. 

In  all  cases  of  necessity  or  urgency,  I conader  it 
my  duty,  most  assuredly,  to  give  persona]  attenii- 
ance.  Many  trifling  cases,  both  metlical  and  sur- 
gical occur,  which  do  not  require  personal  attend- 

A logister  is  kept  of  all  cases,  how  disposed  of, 
and  the  ]%>ult. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  the  number  of  pa- 
tients admitted  during  the  year,  of  the  vials  and 
diseases ; but  not  the  results. 

The  Moville  Di^ensary  was  established  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  two  parishes,  in  1818. 
For  the  three  first  years  a register  was  kept;  but 
since  that,  the  duty  became  so  oppressive,  and  the 
ajiplications  so  numerous,  that  the  keeping  of  a re- 
gister of  the  practice  was  discontinued. 

1831  1,932 

1832  2,309 

1833  1,791 

Diseases  treated  Dysentery,  fevers,  measles, 
small-poi,  indigestion,  &c.  &c. 

Diseases  ai  e generally  of  the  stomach,  skin,  liver, 
acoideute,  See.  See.,  with  fova's  occasionally. 

About  40,000  persons  have  received  relief,  within 
the  last  thi'ce  years,  at  the  dispensary,  for  fractures, 
dislocations,  continued  fcvei-s,  p]eiu:isy,  rheuma- 
tism, dyspepsia,  scrofula,  measles,  scarlatina, 
hoopingcough,  eruptive  diseases,  &c. 

Sometimes  this  docs  kippen. 

Seldom,  if  ever. 

Very  seldom. 

The  mediciue  is  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boilcau  & 
George,  Dublin,  druggists,  who  are  paid  for  them 
out  of  above  funds. 

By  the  governors  of  tlie  dispensary. 

By  an  oi-der  on  Slcssrs.  Leslie  & Co.  druggists, 
Bride-street,  Dublin. 

IM?* 

By  Unlance  Ifwt^  £ 2 19  5 
Subscriptions  - - G2  7 U 
Presentments  - • CO  0 0 

1832.  1 

1 62  0 11 
82  1 4 

1 114  2 3 1 

68  13  11 
60  0 0 

. 128  15  11 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £.67  16  11  £.07  16  11 

1832  - - 72  13  11  72  13  11 

1833  - - 81  14  11  1 SI  14  11 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. — Salary, 

Tlie  average  expenditure  for  the  last  three  years, 
for  medicines,  surgeon’s  saiai-y,  incidental  expenses, 
&c.  for  one  year,  amounts  to  1171. 

The  average  receipts  for  private  subscripbons 
and  grand  jury  presentment,  about  the  same  stun, 
viz.  1171. 

Expend 

1831. 

Salary  - - . £.73  16  1! 

Medicines  - - - 30  11  2 
Rent  - - - - 10  2 0 
Contingencies  - - 18  U 8 

iture. 

1 1832, 

73  26  11 
1 32  16  0 
1 10  2 0 
1 12  4 10 

1833. 
73  16  11 
32  3 S 
10  2 0 
0 4 11 

£.133  1 9 

1 123  14  2 

116  7 6 

By  subscriptions  and  grand  jury  presentments  in 
county  of  Donegal. 

By  subscriptions  from  landlords  of  county  of 
Donegal,  and  by  a presentment  from  the  grand  jai  y 
thereof. 

Partly  by  private  subscriptious,  and  partly  by 
presentment  from  the  couuty  of  Donegal  gwad 
jury  only. 

I cannot. 

At  present  I consider  no  alterations  could  be 

subscriptions,  as  do  also  a few  of  the  landed  pre 
lands  iu  my  district,  who  do  not  give  a subsci 
medical  aid.  No  institution  can  be  more  uscfi 
bution  of  the  funds  which  would  lender  it  mo: 

Lord  Caledon,  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  and  tl>a 

clergy  of  the  different  denominations,  contribute 
most  liberally  in  supporting  this  institution  by  their 
iprietors ; but  there  are  many  proprietors  of  quarter 
•iption,  although  their  numerous  poor  tenants  rcpciyc 
d,  and  I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  fkt  distn* 
rc  efficient  for  tie  relief  of  the  poor. 
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Fettigo  Dispensary. 

Raplioe  Dispensary. 

St.  Jolinstowii  and  Newtowncumiinghain 
Dispeusaries. 

Coniciittee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

— 

Pettigo  Dispensiiryi  estabUshed  27tliBIay  1833. 

Raphoe  Dispensary. 

The  St.  Johnstown  and  Ncwtowncunningham  joint 

This  dispensary  is  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Xeoiplccarin  exclusively. 

Three  parishes,  Raphoe,  Convoy  and  Rye,  all 
in  the  county  of  Donegal. 

Tliree ; Taughboyne,  Killea,  Ail  Saints,  and  a 
small  part  of  Raymochy,  all  in  same  county. 

Kesh,  in  the  county  Fermanagh,  4 miles  from  this, 
and  Batishan,  in  this  count)',  9 miles  from  here, 

1 The  county  hospital  in'  Lifibrd,  and  dispensaries 
in  the  following  pai'ishes  within  10  miles ; viz. 
Strabane,  Lifford,  Killigordon,  Stranorlar,  Lettcr- 
kenny  and  Taughboyne. 

Londonderry,  Lifford,  Strabane  and  Raphoe, 
none  of  which  arc  within  6 miles  of  this. 

There  is  not  any  dispensary  or  hospital  in  con-' 
Bcxion  with  this  dispensary. 

There  is  not  a dispensary  attached  to  ary  hos- 
pital  or  infirmary  within  this  district. 

There  is  arither  hospital  nor  infirmary  in  my 
district. 

I do  not  attend  any  dispensary  but  the  one  for  the 
pHisli.  of  Templecarin,  and  it  is  regularly  attended 
tiro  days  in  the  week. 

I do  not  attend  more  than  one  dispensary,  and  it 
is  in  my  own  house,  in  the  town  of  Raphoe.  lam 
paid  701.  per  annum  salary,  and  am  allowed  lOf. 
per  annum  as  rent  for  the  dispensary  shop.  I am 
required  to  attend  every  Monday  and  Thursday,  to 
visit  and  to  attend  accidents,  &c.  at  all  times, 

One  at  St.  Johnstown,  where  I reside;  also,  a 
branch  at  Nowto'wncunningham,  which  is  4J 'miles' 
distant.  The  amount  of  salary  for  both  is  70/. 
per  annum.  Attendance  at  dispensaries,  six  days 
in  the  ■week. 

I am  to  attend  in  all  coses  when  I get  a certifi- 
cate from  any  of  tire  subscribers. 

Certainly. 

Certainly ; the  funds  do  not  admit  of  an  assist- 

A book  is  kept  in  the  dispensary,  where  oU  cases 
arc  marked  down,  and  their  result. 

A register  of  this  kind  is  kept  as  regularly  and 
correctly  as  possible. 

No  regular  register  ha'ving  been  required  of  me, 
none  was  kept ; but  recommendations  from  sub- 
scribers have  been  constantly  filed. 

The  number  of  persons  reheved  since  the  27th 
of  May  to  11  December  amounts  to  621.  The  com- 
pliiuta  prevalent  hero  are  as  follows  ; rheumatism, 
fever,  measles,  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  asthma, 
Ac, 

The  number  of  applications  for  medical  relief, 
during  the  last  three  years,  has  been  6,106.  The 
diseases  treated  have,  in  genera],  Ijeen  fevers, 
astlunas,  coughs  and  other  thoracic  complaints, 
dyspepsia  and  many  disorders  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  liver  complaints,  dropsies,  influenza,  acci- 
dents, as  ii'nctiircs  and  dislocations,  diseases  of  the 
skin,  &c.  &c. 

The  number  of  recommendations  received  during 
the  fii-st  12  munths,  was  573 ; but  as  one  ticket  is 
only  required  for  a family  for  an  indefinite  period, 
I should  say  that  at  least  2,200  have  benefited  by 
the  institution  up  to  September  last,  inclusive. 

I am  not  aware  that  any  improper  persons  ever 
offered  themselves. 

I am  most  particular  that  none  but  proper  objects 
of  charity  shall  receive  gratuitous  assistance. 

No. 

The  medicine  is  supplied  by  Boileau  & George, 
Druggists,  of  Dublin. 

The  medicinBS  are  supplied  by  the  Apothecaries’ 
Company  of  Glasgow,  who  sul^ribe  two  guineas 
per  annum.  They  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer 
out  of  the  funds. 

By  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Dublin,  and 
Rankin,  Londonderry. 

The  accounts  are  not  closed  for  the  current  year. 

Receipt. 

1830:  Subscriptions  £.65  3 1J1.P  ,1-  0 

Countv  Grant  - 60  0 0 ^ 

1831:  Subscriptions  - 66  5 7 \ , 

CountyGrant-  60  0 0 / 

1832;  Subscriptions  - 73  14  0 \ ,,,  . 

County  Grant  - 60  0 0 / " 

Expenditure. 

1830:  Surgeon’s  salary  and  rent  £.73  10  0 
1831  : Ditto  - - - - 73  10  0 

1832 ; Ditto  - - - - 80  0 0 

Medicines,  average  per  annum,  from  351.  to  40/. 

Expenditure. 

Surgeon’s  salary  - - - 70  0 0 

Medicines  and  surgical  instruments  40  1 4 

Rent,  and  fitting  up  two  dispcDSaryJ_  0 6 3 

Stationary  and  Books  - - 6 10 

Fuel  and  incidents  - - - 3 18  10 

£.  127  7 6 

It  is  supported  by  a grant  from  the  county,  and 
"ubscriptious. 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from  the 
county  of  Donegal  only. 

By  subscription  from  the  Ignded  proprietors  and 
episcopal  clergy  of  the  district,  and  by  presentments 
from  the  county  Donegal  alone, 

^''ffficst  any  plan  or  alteration  that 
f “'“fit  our  dispensary,  unless  by  enlarging 
“iHiicbc  cpuld  have  a better  supply  of 

I cannot. 

No. 
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Strimorlar  and  Glenfiim  Dispensaiy. 

Templeeroan  and  Lettermaewavd  - 
Dispensary. 

BaJlymacarrctt  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

W.  L.  Gift7anif,  Esq.,  M.D. 

John  Scott,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Straooriar  and  Glenfirm,  constituting  one  dis- 
pensary. 

The  Templeeroan  and  Lettennoeward  Dispen- 
sary, established  in  IS22. 

Ballym.'ioarrett  Dispensary,  established  in  Sm. 
tember  1 833,  for  tbe  relief  of  indigent  poor. 

Two  parishes,  Stranorlar,  Kilteevock. 

Two  parishes  in  the  same  county. 

Parish  of  Ballymaegrrett  alone,  contmning  b*. 
tween  6,000  and  6,000  inhabitants. 

Raphoo,  Killygordon  and  Castlederg,  the  latter 
in  the  county  Tyrone. 

There  is  neither  a dispensary,  infirmary  or  hos- 
pital within  the  distance. 

Newtownbi'eda,  Hollywood,  Bangor,  Drumbe 
Lisburn,  Carrickfergus,  Newtown-Ards,  Wbitts 
house,  Belfast  Hospital  and  lufirtoary. 

... 

There  is  no  institution  of  the  kind,  except  this 
dispensary.  £.  70  per  annum  is  the  salary  al- 

None. 

I attend  only  the  aforesaid  dispensary. 

1 attend  none  but  this  dispensary,  which  has  a 
branch  at  the  distance  of  six  miles  in  Lettennac- 
ward,  where  there  is  attendance  given  one  day  in 
the  week,  and  two  days  in  TemplcciDan. 

But  one.  Salary,  607.,  with  107.  as  part  pay- 
ment of  the  rent  for  the  house  in  which  the  dispea- 
siry  is  kept.  Attendance,  thi-ce  hours  dmly ; frs- 
quently  occupied  four  or  five  horns, 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  visit  the  patient  in  all 
cases,  whenever  he  is  unable  to  attend  personally  at 
the  dispensary. 

Certainly.  In  all  cases  where  the  patients  are 
not  able  to  attend  on  dispensary  days,  they  are  at- 
tended at  their  own  homes. 

I give  my  personal  attendance  in  all  cases. 

A register  is  kept  of  aU  cases  admitted  to  receive 
medical  aid. 

There  is  a regular  book  kept,  where  the  age,  sex, 
name,  residence,  disease  and  result,  with  the  regu- 
lar' date  of  admission  and  recovery,  or  otherwise, 

From  the  time  occupied  in  arranging  the  dispen- 
sary, with  the  numerous  applic.itions  for  relief  in  so 
poor  and  densely  populated  a district,  I have  been 
hitherto  unable  to  register  tlie  cases,  but  intend 
doing  so. 

3,300,  Diseases : dyspepsia,  fevers,  gasti'odynia, 
bronchitis,  rheumatism,  cacheria,  &c. 

Neither  the  present  surgeon  nor  committee  have 
held  their  respective  situations  for  more  than  one 
year,  but  on  a reference  to  the  books,  there  ap- 
pears, on  an  average,  about  400  persona  annually 
relieved  at  this  dispensary. 

Typhus  fever,  common  cholera,  pleurisy,  rbeu- 
matism,  worms  very  prevalent,  scrrfula,  itch  to  a 
great  extent;  results  generally  very  satisfactory; 
very  few  fatal  cases. 

Some  very  few  persons  participate  in  the  benefits 
of  our  char  ity,  by  impoang  on  the  subscribers. 

Uic  gnrernors  of  Uiis  dispensary,  persons  who  do  not  come 
wiUnn  the  list  of  those  entitled,  and  arc  not  able  to  pay  a 
fee,  are  admitted  on  paying  from  5».  to  la.  3<i,  according 
to  their  circumstances,  and  the  discretion  of  the  governor 

I have  detected  attempts  at  imposition,  and  no 
doubt  we  ai'E  sometimes  imposed  on  ; but  I must 
say  that  the  subscribers  second  me  as  far  as  in  them 
lies  to  prevent  such  attempts. 

Medicines  are  obtained  with  the  funds  of  the  dis- 
pensary, and  supplied  fay  John  G.  Laird,  Druggist, 
Ballybofcg. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  out  of  tire  subscrip- 
tions and  presentment,  after  the  salary  of  the  me- 
dical superintendent. 

By  order  of  the  committee,  from  Edward  'ffslk. 
ington,  wholesale  druggist,  Belfast. 

Receipt,  £,  130.  Expenditure,  £.  130. 

GENJittAI.  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITUIIE. 

Salary,  £.  75.  Tlie  remainder  for  medicine,  See. 

This  has  varied,  according  to  the  amount  of  sttb- 
scription ; but  on  rcfcienee  to  tbe  treasmer’s  book, 
the  average  has  been  about  1101.  annually,  of 
which  70 }.  was  paid  as  salary  to  the  surgeon,  and 
the  remainder  for  a shop  and  XDcdicincs. 

The  infant  state  of  this  iustitution  prcveiita  me 
from  giving  an  answer  to  this  query. 

Supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  present- 
ment obtained  from  the  grand  jury  in  the  county 
Donegal. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  an  equal  .iroount 
by  presentment  fr  om  the  connty  of  Donegal. 

By  private  subscription,  and  presentmeut  froni 
county  Down. 

I can  suggest  no  alteration  in  the  distribution  of 
the  funds  by  wbicb  the  institution  could  be  bettered. 

cidcs  with  my  ovm,  that  there 
to  accommodate  patients  after 
it  is  impossible  fur  the  medical 

There  could  not  be  any  distribution  for  the  bet- 
ter, I think,  while  the  funds  are  so  limited ; but  if 
the  funds  would  permit,  the  general  opiniou  coin- 
ought  to  be  a sick  room  attudicd  to  the  dispensary, 
operations,  &c.  when,  from  distance  or  otherwise, 
ofiiccr  to  sec  his  patients  as  often  as  really  requisite, 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration,  unless  tbe  grant- 
ing of  such  a presentment  as  would  enable  ine  to 
keep  an  assistant,  which  would  render  the  iustifo- 
tion  in  so  large  and  poor  a district  much  more  tin* 
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Banbridgc  Dispensary. 

Bangor  Dispensaiy. 

Castlewellan  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer. and  Medical  Attendant. 

James  Hunter,  Esq.  m.  o. 

The  Banbridge  Dispensary,  established  the  1st 
Kovcmber  3811.  There  is  no  other  m this  district. 

The  Bangor  Dispensary,  established  in  1817. 

Castlewcllan  Dispensary,  with  a branch  at 
Dundrum  j established  in  1822,  for  the  relief  of 
sick  poor. 

There  are  five  parishes  in  the  discrfet;  vit.  Sea- 
patrick,  TuUylish,  Ahadergh,  MaghoraUy  and 
Maclean,  all  in  the  county  Down. 

One  parish,  and  all  in  county  Down. 

Kiimegan,  Kilcoo,  Maghera  and  Drungooland, 
with  part  of  Loughinesland,  in  the  county  of  Down. 

Newry,  Rathfryland,  Dromore  and  Hillsborough, 
ia  the  county  of  Down ; Tanderagee,  Pomtapass  and 
Lurgan,  in  the  county  Armagh. 

Hollywood  and  Donaghadee. 

The  County  Infirmary  at  Downpatrick,  distant 
nine  miles ; ^thfryland  Dispensary,  distant  eight 
miles;  branch  of  this  at  Dundrum,  four  miles. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  infir- 
niary  in  our  district. 

There  is  no  other  hospital  or  dispensary  within 
these  districts ; my  salary  as  medical  attendant  is 
100  2.  per  annum. 

I attend  to  no  other  than  the  Banbridge  Dispen- 
tary,  the  days  of  attendance  on  which'  are  four ; 
vis.  Sunday,  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  from 
tea  to  hvclve  o’clock  A.  m.  Salary,  37 1.  per 

Tire  days  of  attendance  at  the  Bangor  Dispen- 
sary are  two  in  each  week,  and  the  salary  pro-  ■ 
posed  30  A per  annum. 

I attend  only'to  this  dispensary,  with  its  branch  at 
Dundrum ; days  of  attendance,  three  in  every  week. 

The  sick  poor,  to  the  number  of  400  in  the  year, 
arc  at  all  times  virited  wheu  required  at  their  own 
houses. 

Persona]  attendance  is  given  in  all  cases  where 
the  patient  is  unable  to  appear  at  the  dispensary. 

In  every  case  requiiing  it,  I visit  the  poor  at 
their  own  houses. 

A legistry  has  been  kept  from  the  commence- 

Latterly  no  legular  register  of  all  the  cases  and 
their  result  has  been  kept,  but  from  periodical  do- 
cuments preserved. 

A regular  register  is  kept  of  every  case,  with  all 
particulars  relative  to  it,  from  which  a printed  re- 
turn and  report  are  annually  published  for  the  in- 
formation  of  governors  and  grand  juries. 

The  number  relieved  for  last  thj-cc  years,  16,424. 

The  number  of  applications  for  the  last  three 
years  would,  on  on  average,  amount  to  upwards  of 
800  annually ; it  often  occurring,  however,  that 
the  same  persons  present  themselves  scvcml  times 
in  the  comse  of  the  year  for  different  diseases ; the 
diseases  are  chiefly  ehronic. 

The  aggregate  number  relieved  within  the  last 
three  years,  6,889;  but  in  this  sheet  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  a genera!  statement  of  tlic  parti- 
cular diseases ; this  is  done,  however,  in  our  priuCed 
annual  reports. 

As  much  care  as  can  be  ia  taken  to  prevent  such 

A tew  cases  of  this  description  do  occasionally 

Such  a circumstance  may  occasionally  occur,  but 
; very  rarely,  as  great  care  is  taken  to  avoid  it. 

By  Jonatlian  Hill,  druggist,  of  Capel-strcet, 
uhidi  are  ordered  by  the  treasurer,  by  order  of  the 
govemois. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  and  supplied  by  the 
medical  attendant. 

Purchased  from  an  eminent  druggist,  and  com- 
1 pounded  and  dispensed  under  my  inspection  in  the 
1 dispensaiy. 

Receipt 

BaJanco-  - - £.01  u'’ 84 
Subsetiptions  • - 86  13  0 

BreKiitmcni!  - - 84  17  0 

of  Dispensary 

Expendit 

1831. 

SjlatiM-  - - £84  0 0 

racdidno  - - - 47  12  9 

keel 13  13  0 

™i.  Spirits,  Cow- 

. 19  18  3 

Loniinirendcs  - - 3 18  104 

1832.  • 

39  U 6 
37  9 6 

4 4 0 
1832.  1 

109  0 0 
49  19  5 
13  13  0 

17  10  2i 

1633. 

1 = 

1 M 0 0^ 

94  0 0 
56  16  II 
18  13  0 

2!  ^6  9 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  .£.42  1 6 £.46  1 3 

1831  - 51  7 6 50  19  11 

1832  - 55  12  0 1 50  13  8 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

Salary,  Medicines,  Spirits,  Flannc),  Calico,  Sta- 
tionary, &c. 

Receipt.  [ Expenditure. 

1831  - £.263  4 0 £.217  1 7 

1832  - 112  14  5 i 74  3 0 

1833  - 217  7 4 1 228  2 1 i 

It  is  supported  by  private  subscriptions  and 
county  assessment ; the  presentment  is  fi'om  the 
county  Down  alone. 

By  private  subscription  and  county  presentment 
to  the  amount  of  one  half  tlie  sum  so  subscribed. 

By  subscription  and  county  presentments  from 
county  of  Down.' 

None. 

Not  any. 

1 c.annot,  as  the  utmost  pains  have  been  bestowed 
by  ahighly  respectable  committee  to  dispose  of  the 
funds  to  the  greatest  possililc  advantage. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


ULSTER — Down. 


Dromore  Dispensary. 

Hillsborougli  Dispensary. 

Hollywood  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

J.  N.  Moorhead,  Esq.,  M.n. 

S.  0.  MKittrick,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Dromore  Dispensary,  establistcd  in  1808,  for 
the  medical  and  surgical  relief  of  the  poor. 

The  Hillsborough  Dispensary  only,  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  poor,  established  Septembra  1815. 

The  Hollywood  Dbpensary  alone,  cstablisho! 
24th  January  1815. 

The  entire  parish  of  Dromore,  and  part  of  the 
parishes  of  Garvaghy,  Magherally  and  Maralin,  all 
in  the  county  Down. 

The  parish  of  Hillsborough,  and  part  of  the 
parishes  of  Blairis,  Annahilt,  Dromore  and  Moira, 
aU  situated  in  the  county  of  Down. 

Hollywood  only,  and  that  in  county  Down. 

The  County  of  Antrim  Infirmary,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  seven  miles ; Hillsborough  Dispensary, 
four  miles ; Lurgan  Dispensaiy,  seven  miles ; and 
Banbtidge,  six  miles. 

The  Lisburn  and  Dromore  Dispensaries ; the 
Lisburn  Fever  Hospital,  and  county  Antrim  In- 
firmary. 

One  in  Ballymacarret,  two  in  Bcifest,  one  in 
Knockbreda,  one  in  Bangor,  one  at  Whiichonse, 
one  in  Douagkadcc.  ' 

There  is  no  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary 
within  my  district;  except  the  one  reported  in  the 
first  question. 

There  is  no  dispensary  or  hospital  attached  or 
unattached  in  this  district  but  this  one.  It  has 
three  good  furnished  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  and 
there  are  apartments  over  well  suited  for  beds. 

This  does  not  occur  in  the  Hollywood  district. 

Only  one  dispensary  situated  in  Dromore,  where 
the  suigcon  resides.  Salary,  30  guineas;  attend- 
ance from  10  till  12  o'clock  three  days  each  week. 

I attend  none  hut  the  Hillsborough  Dispensaiy,  I 
on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  The  I 
salary  for  same  is46 1.  3 s.  2 d. 

I attend  only  one. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  give  my  own  personal 
attendance  in  all  cases,  except  cholera  as  an  epidc- 

I consider  it  my  duty  in  all  cases,  within  the 
distance  prescribed  by  the  committee,  to  give  my 
personal  attendance  whenever  medical  or  surgical 
aid  is  necessary  and  required  hy  a subsciiber  to 
the  funds  of  the  institution  giving  a dispensary 

Ido. 

A careful  register  is  kept  of  all  cases,  which  are  ' 
presented  quarterly  for  the  inspection  of  the  com-  I 
mittee ; the  applications  have  been  attended  to,  and 
the  results  geuerally  favourable  to  the  patients. 

Tlierc  is  a register  kept  of  all  the  cases  where 
such  application  has  been  made  for  aid ; the  resi- 
dence of  the  patient  and  name  of  disease ; the 
medicine  given,  and  event. 

This  has  been  regularly  done. 

The  average  number  of  patients  recommended 
for  the  last  three  years  is  about  1,000  yearly ; the 
average  number  of  deaths  about  20  yearly ; and 
the  remainder  cured  or  relieved.  Typhus  fever  and 
inflammatory  diseases  most  prevalent. 

According  to  the  annual  reports  published, 
there  were  relieved  in 

1831  - - - - 935 

1832  - . - - 860 

1833  . - . - 1,050 

as  per  admission  tickets,  some  of  which  served  for 
whole  families.  Fever  and  dyspepsia,  pulmonia 

Prescriptions. 

1830  2,790 

1831  8,075 

1833  3,644 

Such  applications  have  been  sometimes  made,  but 
ordered  not  to  he  attended  to. 

Tickets  have  been  got  (“certifying  the  bearer 
to  be  a proper  object  and  fit  for  relief  from  this 
charity”)  hy  false  repiesentatious  of  the  appheants, 
but  very  seldom  during  the  last  11  yeais. 

There  is  no  instance  of  this.  The  commitlee 
; and  subscribers  recommend  all  applicants,  ami  they 
1 aie  particularly  careful  that  the  charity  shall  lie 
1 appropriated  to  its  proper  objects. 

By  order  of  a quoram  of  the  committee,  from 
Mr.  Edward  Walkington,  drug  merchant,  in  Bel- 
fast. 

Tlie  medicines  are  supplied  by  the  committee, 
from  BIr.  Marshall,  druggist,  Bdfast,for  cash. 

I make  out  a list  of  medicines  required  at  any 
time,  send  it  to  the  treasurer,  who  orders  tlieiii 
from  Surgeon  Marshall,  licensed  apothecary  and 
druggist,  100,  High-street,  Belfest. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - £.108  3 I 92  4 

1832  - 127  9 6 95  8 6i 

1833  - 80  14  1 96  9 

OENEttAL  BEADS  OF  EXPENDlTUtVE. 

1831.  1 1832.  1833. 

Salary  £.49  11  6 i 51  17  0 68  19  0 

Medicine-  30  9 0|’  28  15  8 27  8 0 

Sundries  - 12  3 11  | 14  15  10  10  2 2 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - - £.85  18  9 1 82  13  5 , 

1832  - - 82  4 0 1 74  12  11  : 

1833  - - 80  17  6 1 100  0 2 i 

CEHERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPEKDITIIBE. 

Salary,  Bledicine,  Widwives’fee  and  Rkit. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditm-c. 

1831  - £.48  18  9 54  10  7 

1832  - 45  16  9 1 46  2 4 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENOmiRE. 

1831.  1 18.32. 

Salary  - £.  40  0 0 | 40  0 0 

Medicine  - - 14  6 10  ( 6 0 0 

Stamp  - - 039|  024 

The  subscriptions  have  not  yet  licen  collected, 
but  will  probably  eseeed  last  year’s  by  2 f.  Medi- 
cine, about  8 1. ; salary,  40  1. 

By  private  contributions,  and  county  present- 
ments only  from  the  county  Down, 

Supported  by  contributions  from  the  respectalde 
inhabitants,  and  a presentment  of  one  half  the 
amount  from  the  county  Down. 

By  voluntary  yeaily  subscriptions,  and  presout- 
ments  from  the  county  of  Down  alone. 

We  cannot ; but  think  the  funds  are  managed  to 
the  best  advanb^c. 

The  funds  hci'e  hardly  answer  the  most  needful. 
If  they  were  increased,  some  in-door  patients  might 
be  accommodated  at  the  dispensary  apai  tments  in 
cases  of  accidcuCs  and  strangcis. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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ULSTER-Down. 


Kuoekbreda  Dispeusaiy. 

Rathfryland  Dispensary. 

■\Varrenpoint  and  Rosstrovor  Dispensary. 

Mr.  CeOT-je  iW*  C/are,  Medical  Attendant. 

£'a!Kue2  Swan,  Esg.,  Surgeon. 

■ 

ycwtoH’nbreda,  aliai  Kuoekbreda,  establisbed 
17ii  February  1818. 

Rathfryland  Dispensary ; one  only ; established 
in  1808. 

The  Warrenpoint  and  Rosstrovor  Dispensaiy, 
established  a.  d.  1814. 

At  present  only  Knockbreda,  formerly  Bally- 
mycarrett  belonged  to  this  parish ; it  is  now  erected 
into  a parish. 

Four  parishes,  viz.  Drumgath,  Drumballj-rouey, 
Drumgooland  and  Clauduff,  all  in  coanfy  Down,  j 

Three,  the  parishes  of  Clonallon,  Warrenpoint 
and  Kilbroney,  all  in  the  county  of  Dowu. 

Downpatrick  lofimiary,  Lisburn  Infirmary, 
Hollywood  Dispensary,  Ballymacavrett  Dispensary, 
Belftst  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Chapd- 
lane  Dispensary  Belfast,  Bangor  Dispensary. 

Nowry  Dispensary,  seven  miles  distant ; Castle- 
wellan  Dispensry,  eight  miles;  Warrenpoint  Dis- 
pensary, nine  miles;  Banbridge  Dispensary  eight 
miles ; Pointzpass  Disp>ensaiy,  nine  miles  distant. 

Nowry  Disitensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  and  Rath- 
fryland Dispensary,  county  Down;  Caclingford 
Dispensary,  county  Louth. 

None. 

No. 

Formerly  Knockbreda  and  Ballymacarrett  were 
united,  both  of  which  I attended  until  June  last, 
when  they  were  separated;  before  their  disunion  I 
attended  two  days  at  Ballymacarrett  (two  miles 
distant)  and  two  at  Knockbreda,  where  I reside. 

None  but  one. 

two  days  in  the  week  inWarrenpointandonein  Rosstre' 
personally;  persons  confined  in  acute  diseases,  or  fro 
visited(on  Uie  recommendation  of  a subscriber).  Thed 
my  residence  in  Warrenpoint ; tho  staled  salary  is  50/.  a 
on  bad  labour  cases,  wbicb  makes(includiQg3guiocas  pej 

This  dispensary  is  for  the  ahove-mentiimed 
parishes  conjointly.  1 am  required  to  attend  on 
ror  to  dispense  medicines  to  snch^|iatioms  os  arc  able  to  attend 

islrict  extends,  in  snme,8Hy’tbrce  directions,  seven  miles  from 
tann.  illowedfor  rent)  the  annual  average  nearly  9W.  pet  anm 

I do ; those  that  arc  enabled  to  come  to  the  dis- 
pensary are  attended  to,  and  those  that  arc  not  arc 
rtgidarly  visited  at  their  own  abodes. 

Yes. 

Certainly ; I am  bound  to  attend . personally  in 
all  cases  where  thcindividual  is  recommended  by  a 
subscriber  to  the  institution. 

A regular  registry  is  kept  of  ail  cases  recora-  : 
mended,  but  owing  to  Ballymacarrett  being  situated  j 
on  tlie  confines  of  Down,  immediately  adjoining  I 
Belfast,  the  beadles  of  which  instantly  remove  all  j 
stragglers  (who  are  hourly  arriving  fi  om  all  parts  ' 
of  Ireland)  into  Ballymacarrett,  it  has  hitherto, 
been  impossible  to  keep  a correct  registry. 

Yes. 

A regular  register  is  kept  of  all  cases  admitted 
at  the  dispensary,  the  name,  age,  residence,  disease, 
treatment,  &c.,  and  the  result  of  each  case;  a 
quarterly  report  of  which  b regularly  read  aud 
fiirnished  to  the  Committee  at  each  quarterly  meet- 
ing, and  entered  on  the  minute-book  of  the  dis- 
pensary. 

1830  1,342 

1831  1,822 

1832  686 

Kumber  Admitted. 

Cured. 

nelicved|  Died. 

anknown. 

1831  ....  1,835 

1832  ....  1,410 

1833  ...  - 1,263 

Indigestion,  fever,  bowel  complaints,  dropsy, 

diseases  of  the  lungs,  rheumafisiii,  epilepsy,  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  ague,  iilceis,  wounds,  fractures, 
dislocations,  and  difficult  labuun;. 

1330  - - 933  i 

IKl  . . I,m4 

The  diseases  eener; 
tion,  catarrh,  drops; 
difierent  diseases  of  t) 

802 

904 

776 

ally  irea 
f,  indige: 

31  1.8 

17  1 10 

ted  were  fevers, 
uion,  plurisy,  &( 
is.  itch,  scurvy,  3 

2 

2 

consump- 
;.  and  the 

No  person  if  known. 

\ I'ery  rarely. 

Sometimes ; very  seldom. 

Formerly  by  Mr.  Marshall,  Belfast,  lately  by  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  Glasgow. 

By  Jonathan  HtU,  dru^st,  Dubliu,  and  paid 
for  out  of  the  general  fund. 

for  the  ensnin^  quarter;  such  list  is  ordered  by  ' 
8rugt;ist  in  Dublin;  the  medicines  are  dispensed  by  the 
tnittce  bv  affidavit  Utat  such  medicines  ore  appiied  to  thi 

The  medical  officer  furnishes  at  each  quarterly 
meeting  of  commsttee  a list  of  such  mcdicinesas  he 
thinks  may  be  required  for  ;hc  use  nf  tlie  dispensary 
Ihe  committee,  under  signature  of  tbe  cliairman,  from  a 
medical^oificcr,  who  maybe  required  le  satisfy  the  com- 

Receipt.  | Expenditure. 

1830  - - £ 74  1 7 £.  66  1 

1831  - . 76  8 7 59  1 0 

1832  - - 98  15  1 1 107  14  2 

ItECEIVT.  , 

Receipt. 

1831  - - - £.  83  3 0 

1832  - - . - 116  11  C 

1833  - . - 81  19  0 

The  expenditure  consists  in  paying  the  merfioal 

officer,  the  rent  of  the  dispensaries  at  Warrenpoint 
and  Rosstrovor,  the  drttggists  bills  for  nicriicine, 
themidwife  fur  labour  cases,  aud  jirinting  tickets  of 

Subscription. 

|Prcscnlzneot.|  Total.  | 

1830  - -£.  6i  16  lot 

1831  - - 50  12  10}  1 

1832  - - 70  13  7}  1 

1830. 

Surc:eon'8  Salary  £.  i2  0 0 

Medicine,  &C.,  - 28  5 0} 
Rent  - - - 12  0 0 

3!  8 5 
37  10  0 
1 70  13  7} 

>P  EXVBKDITl 

1831.  1 

42~0  0 1 
4 10  0-1 
34  13  10}  1 
8 0 0 

94  5 3} 
88  210} 
1 141  7 3 

!3B. 

42  0 0 
9 15  0 

^8  *0  ^ 

£.87  0 6} 

89  3 10}  ! 

108  11  ^ 

Jly  subscriptions,  aud  presentments  obtained  at 
the  county  assizes. 

By  private  subscriptions,  aud  presentments  from 
county  Down. 

It  is  supported  by  voluntary  auniial  subseriiitions 
of  private  indiviiluals,  aadby  preseutments  obtained 
from  the  county  of  Dowu  oniy. 

No  alteration  could  be  made  for  the  better,  as 
•he  utmost  economy  has  been  jiursued,  othei  wise 
"ccould  not  have  mot  our  tngagemunts. 

I cannot. 

1 cannot. 

0,-;.  C c 
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SUPPLEMENT  pj  APPENDIX  («•).  l^ART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  0/ COMMISSIONERS 


ULSTER — Fekmanagh.  . 


Brookborough  and  Magherastephana 
Dispensary. 

ChuTchhiil  Dispensary. 

Holy  Well  Dispensary. 

John  West,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

James  ffthkin.  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

John  Fogarty,  Esq.  M.n. 

Brookborough  and  Magherastephaiia  Dispensary, 
established  in  1819. 

Chui'ohhill  Dispensary,  established  March  1829; 
a branch  of  the  above  dispensary  was  opened  at 
Roosky,  five  miles  distant,  March  1832.  Roosky 
is  in  the  parish  of  Devonish. 

Holy  Well  Dispensary,  established  in  the  vai,- 
1827.  ‘ 

My  principal  business  is  confined  to  the  perishes 
of  Aughavea  and  Aughalurcher,  in  the  county 
Fermanagh. 

Two  parishes,  both  in  Fermanagh. 

A part  of  three  parishes,  two  of  which  are  in 
Fermanagh  and  the  other  in  Cavan, 

The  Maguiresbridge  and  Lisnaskea  Dispensaries 
are  nithin  three  miles  of  this. 

The  County  Infirmary  at  Enniskillen. 

County  Fermanagh  Infirmary. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the  district. 

I only  attend  the  one  dispensary,  which  1 attend 
three  days  in  the  week. 

None  but  Churchhill  and  the  Roosky  branch ; 
two  days  at  Churchhill  and  one  at  Roosky  every 
week;  salary  for  both,  601.  per  annum. 

I give  my  personal  attendance  in  every  case  re- 
quiring it. 

Attendance  is  given  at  the  houses  of  such  pa- 
tients as  are  certified  to  require  it  by  two  sub- 
scribers. 

I do,  when  ordered  by  a subscriber. 

There  is  no  register  kept,  except  the  entry  of  the 
names  of  the  applicants,  their  diseases,  and  by  whom 
recommended. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  patients,  cases, 
prescriptions,  visits  and  results. 

I kept  DO  registry. 

As  this  would  require  more  time  than  I could  at 
present  spare,  I must  decline  an  answer. 

Churchhill.  I Roosky. 

1831  - - 1,194  1832  - - 624 

1832  - - 1,128  1 1833  - - 640 

1833  - - 1,032  1 

There  may  be  a few,  but  not  many. 

No, 

In  some  instances  they  have  ; living  ten  miles  and 
upwards  from  any  town,  but  in  no  instance  was 
; money  taken. 

The  medidnes  arc  purchased  from  P.  A.  & C. 
Leslie’s,  40,  Bvide-stveet,  Dublin,  and  paid  for  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  dispensary. 

They  are  purchased  from  Mr.  Hugh  Henderson, 
druggist,  Fitiniskillen. 

By  Hugh  CoUum,  an  extensive  druggistin  Ennis- 
killen. 

The  receipts  generaUy  about  821.  per  year  ; viz. 
421.  by  private  subscription,  and  401.  from  tbe 
county.  Surgeon’s  salary,  60 1. ; medicines,  22 1. 

Subscription.  iPresentment.  j Expenditure. 
1831  --  68  0 IIJ  50  0 0 118  10  1 
1832- - 71  16  11  60  0 0 118  0 9i 

1333  .-69  30|&000|  ~ 

The  average  expenditure  has  been  for  the  last 
three  years  between  70  f.  and  80  f.  in  medicine,  me- 
dical attendance  and  other  necessaries. 

By  private  aubscription  and  presentment. 

By  voluntary  contributions  and  presentment 
from  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  Fermanagh. 

By  presentment  from  Fermanagh,  and  pnvale 
Bubsoriptious. 

1 cannot  point  out  a better  mode  thanis  adopted. 

No. 

If  there  were  sufficient  funds,  it  would  be  desira- 
ble to  procure  comfortable  clothing. 
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Kesli  Dispensarj’. 

Maguiresbiidge  and  Lisnaskea  Dispeosary. 

Rosslea  Dispensary. 

W.  Johnstone,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Ttumas  APiVeece,  Esq.,  Smgeon,  h.n. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Only  one  dispensary  at  Kesh  for-  tte  relief  of  the 
ack  poor,  establis^dnine  years. 

Maguiresbridge  and  Usnoskea  Dispensary,  es- 
tablished,in  the  month  of  March  1819,  for  the 
distribution  of  gratuitous  medicines  to  the  poor. 

Rosslea  Dispensary ; only  one ; object,  to  supply 
the  poor  with  medicine  and  medical  attendance ; 
established  in  June  1619. 

Two  parishes  and  a part  of  a third,  all  in  the 
same  county. 

Parish  of  Aughalurcher,  part  of  Aughavea,  and 
part  of  Galooo,  all  in  same  county. 

There  is  only  a division  of  the  parish  of  Clones. 
All  in  the  same  county. 

One  dispensary  only,  at  Pettigo,  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  Donegal. 

The  County  Infirmary, Brookborouf hand  Now- 
tovmbutler  Dispen-saries. 

Clones  Dispensary,  Scotstown  Dispensary,  and 
the  infirmary  at  Monaghan. 

No. 

... 

Tliere  is  no  dispensai-y  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  within  my  district. 

I do  not. 

One,  namely,  Maguiresbridge  and  Lisnaskea. 
Residence  at  Maguiresbridge,  two  miles  from 
Lisnaskea.  Salary,  60 1.  per  annum.  Three  days’ 
attendance  in  each  week. 

I attend  only  one  dispensary ; the  distance  from 
my  residence  one  mile.  The  amount  of  salaiy  paid, 
27 1.  sterling.  Attendance  two  days  each  week. 

I do. 

I have  visited  in  all  cases  requiring  medical  and 
surgical  md,  since  the  commencement  of  the  insti- 
tution, without  any  compensation  beyond  the 
annual  salary  of  60  /. 

1 consider  it  my  duty  in  all  cases,  whenever  me- 
dical or  surgical  aid  is  required,  to  give  my  own 
personal  attendance. 

A regular  register  kept  of  all  patients  admitted, 
the  nature  of  their  diseases  being  inserted. 

A registry  has  been  kept ; the  result  in.  many 
cases  could  not  be  ascertained. 

There  is  a regular  registry  kept  of  all  the  casus 
where  application  has  been  made  for  aid.  Tliose 
applications  have  been  disposed  of  according  to  the 
direcdon  given  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  in 
general  with  a good  result. 

1831  - • - 2,331 

1832  ...  2,294 

1833  ...  2,500 

Fevers,  consumptions,  scrofula,  labour,  dyspep- 
sia, &c,  &c. 

11,239  have  received  aid  within  the  last  three 
years,  and  1,240  have  been  visited  at  their  own 
houses  within  the  same  period.  Fevers,  catarrhs, 
accidents,  rheumatism,  &c.  &e.  have  been  preva- 
lent. 

The  number  of  persons  rclioved  within  the  last 
three  years  amount  to  4,892.  Diseases  treated; 
pleurisy,  rheumatism, fever,diarrhcea,  dropsy.quinsy, 
ascarides,  phthisis,  dyspepsia,  opthalmia,  hepa- 
titis, &c. 

This  depends  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
subscribers,  who  conceive  them  os  persons  whose 
means  are  too  limited  to  provide  medicine  and  at- 
tendance for  themselves. 

Never ; at  least  especial  care  has  been  taken  to 
guard  against  such  abuse. 

It  sometimes  does  occur  that  persons  participate 
in  the  benefit  of  tbe  charity  that  do  not  require  such 
asrisCance,  though  but  seldom. 

By  a druggist  of  respectability. 

By  funds  obtained  by  presentments  and  private 
subscriptions,  illedicines  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Leslie  & Co.,  Dublin. 

The  medicines  arc  supplied  by  the  treasurer  from 
a Dublin  dru^st,  by  the  amount  of  or  subscrip- 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - f.ll4  4 9J  £.114  4 9J 

1832  - - 121  9 2i  121  9 2J 

1833  about  - 121  0 0 [ — 

GENERAI.  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITnHE. 

Surgeon’s  Salary,  Medicine,  House-rent,  &c.  &c. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - £.39  17  2i  £.39  17  2J 

1831  - - 39  13  9 39  13  9 

1832  - - 40  4 10  1 40  4 10 

General  Heads  of  Expenditctrb.— Medicine 
and  Medical  Attendance. 

By  vohmtary  contribution,  assisted  by  a county 
prcsentmeut. 

By  presentments  from  county  Fermanagh  only, 
and  by  private  subscriptions. 

Supported  by  pre^ntments,  and  subscription  ob- 
tained from  only  one  county. 

With  the  present  limited  funds,  we  cannot  sug- 
gest any  improvement,  at  the  same  time  observing 
that  nutritious  food  would  he  veiy  requisite  for  those 
in  a convalescent  state,  if  means  were  supplietl  for 
providing  it. 

No;  I think  the  funds  of  our  establishment  are 
laid  out  in  the  most  efficient  way  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor. 

0.5. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


124 


SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  L,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


ULSTER — Londonderry. 


Aghadoey  Dispensary. 

Bellagliy  Dispensary. 

Dimgiven  Dispensary. 

Gevrge  Tvllerton,  Esq.,  m.d. 

John  Farrell,  Esq.,  m.d. 

William  Moore,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

The  Aghadoey  Dispensary. 

Bellaghy  Dispensary ; established  in  May  1832. 

Duugiven  Dispensary. 

The  parish  of  Aghadoey  only,  in  the  county  of 

One ; and  the  verges  of  all  the  subjacent  pa- ' 

Three  large  parishes,  and  part  of  a fourth  m 
the  same  county. 

The  Coleraine,  Ballymoney,  Deriick,  Kilrea  and 
Garvagh  public  Dispensaries. 

There  are  no  hospitals  or  infirmaries,  but  several 
dispensaries  ; viz.  Castledawson,  BalljTonan,  which 
are  branches  of  Magherafelt  Dispensary ; Magheta, 
Moneymore  and  Suattenhaugh.  | 

having  a res 
the  medicines 

At  Newtown  Liraavady,  seven  miles ; GarvagL 
nine  miles;  Maghera,  nine  miles ; all  supported  by 
private  subscriptions.  There  are  two  excellent 
establishments  abonear  thb,  on  an  estate  belonging 
to  the  Fishmongers’  Company  of  London,  each 
lident  surgeon,  with  a salary  of  1001.  per  annum 
1 are  provided  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  cnmiianv 

There  is  no  other  within  my  immediate  dbtrict. 

The  Agliadoey  Dispensary  only,  from  eleven  till 
two  o'clodc,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  j hut  when 
called  on,  I am  required  to  give  medicine  at  any 

Only  one  here  where  I reside.  The  salary  was  I 
451.,  but  has  been  augmented  to  601.  per  anoum;  I 
but  there  is  no  allowance  for  horse,  house-rent,  Sec.  ! 
whatever. 

Gne  only.  Attended  two  days  in  the  «-cefc 
statedly. 

Certainly. 

Certainly,  if  recommended  by  a subscriber. 

Yes,  in  every  instance. 

Yes. 

All  cases  are  entered  in  the  dispensary  booh,  and 
receive  attendance  and  medicine. 

A regular  account  is  kept  of  all  apjdications  for 
aid,  and  of  the  result,  as  far  as  can  be  asceitaincil. 

Number.!  Relieved. 

Cured 

Incurable. 

Died. ! 

Remaining. 

This  dispensary  has  been  but  eighteen  months 
established.  Average  number  of  patients  about 
1,200  per  annum ; but  patients  are.  much  more 
numerous  daring  the  last  three  months. 

There  have  been  entered  on  the  books,  during 
the  last  three  years,  4,453  ; and  1,050  vaccinated. 
The  deaths  do  not  quite  average  two  per  cent. 
Cutaneous  diseases  arc  of  most  frequent  occur- 
rence ; next  fevers ; then  dyspepsia  and  other 
afiections  of  the  stomach  ; next  aficctions  of  the 
chest,  &c. 

?06  128 
Visits  paid 

478; 
t atp: 

31 

itients  hous 

3S 

es,  6' 

44 

12. 

It  does  occasionaliy,  but  such  impositions  are 
guarded  against  as  much  as  possible. 

Frequently. 

i 

Our  limited  funds  oblige  us  to  exclude  all,  or 
nearly  all,  but  the  very  poor. 

Each  person  subscribing  a guinea  is  fiimished- 
tvith  printed  recommendations,  and  any  patient  who 
presents  one  of  these,  signed  by  a subscriber,  is 
entitled  to  assistance. 

■ Principally  from  Glasgow  Apothecaries’  Com- 
pany, and  paid  out  of  the  gcnci^  fund. 

Medicines  are  ordered  by  the  committee  from  a 
druggist,  which  has  latterly  been  a Scotch  house. 

Receipt.  I Eipenditure. 

£.  s.  A.  f.  s.  d. 

1832  - - - 118  0 0 i 118  0 0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

£.  S.  A. 

Surgeon’s  salary  - - - - 73  10  0 

Drugs 36  10  9 

House-rent  and  fuel  - - 6 0 0 

Miscellaneous  . - - . 2 19  3 

Receipt,  1151.;  Expenditure  for  medicines,  &c. 
381. ; Salary  to  medical  attendant,  451.  Suiqjlus 
remains  in  treasurer's  hands  unappropriated. 

Receipt. 

Subscription.  , Presentment.  . 

' 1831  -£.56  19  0 SO  0 0 

1832  - 46  3 0 56  19  0 

1833  - 45  19  6 1 40  3 0 1 

GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXTENDITl 

1831'.  1 1832. 

Medicine  - £.56  13  6 1 57  19  9 

X”'- }«»»«"» 

House-rent  4 0 0 1 4 0 0 

100  13  0 

101  19  9 

84  8 0 

1853. 

40  8 0 

40  0 0 
4 0 0 

By  subscriptions  in  part,  and  partly  by  present- 
ments obtain^  only  fima  the  county  of  Derry. 

By  subscription  and  presentments  from  one  county. 

By  private  subscriptions.  The  grand  jury  pre- 
senting in  aid  to  be  levied  off  the  county. 

Every  expenditure  is  conducted  on  the  most 
economical  plau,  consistent  with  the  advantage  of 
the  patients  ; nor  am  I aware  that  any  alteration 
would  be  au  improvement. 

If  suhseriptious  were  received  from  persons  willing 
to  subscribe,  and  exertions  made  to  procure  others, 

1 the  bounds  of  the  district  enlarged,  and  a salary 
1 attached  which  might  induce  (as  there  b litde  pri- 
vate )>ractice,  from  the  poverty  of  the  neighbour- 
hood,) a respectable  medical  man  to  reside,  much 
i more  cood  might  be  effcetcri. 
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GaiTagh  Dispensary. 

Glendermott  Dispcnsaiy. 

Londonderry  Dispensary. 

Maihtw  ^ofa'Kjon,Esq.,  Sui^eoa. 

John  Semple,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Alexander  Skipton,  Esq.,  k.d. 

The  Garvagh.  Dispensary ; only  one  dispensary 
under  toy  care. 

A dispetisary  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Glcnder- 
mott;  established  in  1817,  to  afford  medieme  and 
medical  advice  to  the  poor  of  the  parish.  I also 
attend  a disjrensary  in  Cumber  for  same  purpose. 

The  Londonderry  Dispensary  only. 

The  parishes  of  Errigele,  Aghadowey  and  De- 
eerti^Wll;  but  last  year  a dispensary  was  erected  in 
the  parish  of  Aghadowey. 

The  parishes  of  Glendermott  and  Lower  Cum- 
ber, being  separate  establishments ; both  in  the 
comity  of  Der  ry. 

The  Londonderry  Dispensary  includes  (part  of 
one  parish)  the  city,  suburbs  and  liberties  of  Lon- 
donderry, being  part  of  the  parish  of  Templemore. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infiimaiy  within  tenmiles ; 
{here  are  dispensaries  in  Coleraine,  eight  miles 
distant;  Newtown  Limavady,  ten  miles;  Dun- 
eiven,  nine  miles ; ilfeghera,  eight  miles ; Bally- 
money,  eight  miles;  and  one  erected  last  year  in 
Agliadowey ; all  supported  as  this  is.  The  Woiship 
fi^trv  only,  and,  I believe,  supported  entirely  at : 

There  is  the  County  Infirmary;  a dispensary 
in  the  city  of  Derry ; a dispettsary  in  each  of  the 
parishes  of  Faughanvalc  and  Donaghedy,  and  one  for 
part  of  Upper  Comber,  coraprisiag  a district  of  about 

ful  Company  of  Mercers  have  two  erected  on  their 
their  own  expense ; they  are  situated  in  Kilrea  and  S 

The  Infirmary  of  the  county  of  Londonderry,  the 
Muff,  the  Taughboyne,  the  Glendermott,  the  Upper 
Cumber,  the  Lou'er  Cumber,  the  Faughauvale,  and 
the  Donaghedy  Dispensaries. 

estate,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
Iwatragh,  each  five  miles  off. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  the 
district. 

There  is  the  County  Infirmary,  receiving  a few 
patients  fi'om  oirr  parishes ; there  is  no  dispensary. 

I attend  only  the  one. 

I attend  a dispensary  in  Glendermott,  distant 
from  my  residence  about  amile ; one  in  Lower  Cum- 
ber, distant  three  miles ; the  one  paying  annually 
forty,  the  other  thirty  pounds ; I attend  each  dis- 
pensary two  days  in  the  week. 

Only  one  dispensary,  which  is  within  a quarter 
of  a mile  of  my  residence ; I attend  it  thi'cc  days 
in  the  week,  and  receive  1007.  per  annum. 

I do  in  all  eases;  even  in  midwifery  cases. 

I consider  it  my  duty  in  urgent  cases  to  visit 
the  patients  at  their  own  houses,  when  required  so 
to  do. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  to  attend  in  all  such 
cases  on  receiving  a recommendation  from  a sub- 
scribei’. 

There  is  a regular  regutci'  kept  of  all  cases  wheie 
application  has  been  made  for  medical  aid  which 
uinspcctcd  by  the  committee  of  subscribers  monthly; 
latterly  the  committee  only  have  met  quarterly. 

There  is  an  entry  made  of  all  cases ; the  result 
is  generally  known. 

A register  is  kept  at  the  dispensary,  stating  the 
patient’s  name,  number  of  dispensations,  residence, 
disease,  by  whom  recommended,  the  number  of 
visits  paid,  and  the  result  of  the  case. 

During  the  last  three  years  there  have  heea  me- 
dicine and  medical  attendance  given  to  3,626 
patients. 

Relieved.  1 I I 

4,948  26  85  1 

Dj'speptic  complaints,  epidemic 
those  of  the  chest,  pr^ailed  most. 

6,059 

diseases,  and 

Number 

Recom- 

1831  - 1,082 

1832  - 1,326 

1833  - 1,088 

Medicine. 

15,104  396 

18,779  1,154 

21,464  1,162 

Number  of 
Women 
delivered  by 
Midwife. 

141 

153 

150 

In  some  instances,  hut  latterly  not  often. 

I think  it  has  occurrefl  that  persons  have  been 
recommended  to  and  participated  in  the  benefits  of 
our  uhaiity  who  were  not  proper  objects,  but  it 
lias  rarely  happened. 

It  may  occasionally  hajipen,  hut  vigilance  is  used 
by  the  surgeon  and  committee  to  proveut  such 
occurrences. 

From  a wholesale  druggist  in  Belfest,  ordered  by 
the  committee  tlu'ough  me. 

From  the  general  fund, 

By  a wholesale  druggist. 

The  Receipt  and  Expenditure  for  the  last  three 
years  have  been  about  1007.  annually. 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EEPENDITUUE. 

Salary  - - - a£.  68  0 0 . 

Me(hcine  - - - 28  0 0 

Rent  - - - 2,10  0 

Sundries  - - - 3 0 0 

Receipt.  | Ex 

1830  - £.  70  3 6 I £. 

1831  - - 104  18  0 1 - 

1832  - - 120  2 6 1 - 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPEND 

1830.  1831. 

S.alary  - a£.  40  0 0 40  0 0 
Medicine  - 42  12  6 59  0 8 
Sundries  - 311  1 258 

* In  this  year  a new  house  was 
dispensary,  which  cost  677.  6s.,  reci 
1 scription  in  the  parish. 

[lenditurc. 

90  7 8 
i05  10  4 
94  17  9 

1832.  • 
40  0 0 
52  2 8 
2 15  1 1 
built  for  the  I 
lived  by  sub- 1 

Receipt. 

1831  - £. 229  I 

1832  - - 194  4 

1833  - - 243  0 

1831. 

Salai-ies,£.  106  7 0 
Medicine  - 70  9 lOj 
Rent  - - 23  I 6 
Conlingencies  12  19  7 

1 Ex,> 

6 £.‘i\ 

0 22 

0 27 

OF  EXPENDS 

1 1832. 

133  16  0 1 
50  11  0 
' 23  I 6 
' 13  18  0 

eiiditure. 

2 17  11  i 
:i  6 6 
8 12  9 

1833. 

13.3  3 0 

98  19  8 
23  1 6 
23  8 7 

By  voluntaiy  contributions,  aided  by  present- 
ments from  the  county  alone  in  which  it  is  situated,  ' 
aud  whicli  presentment  generally  amounts  to,  but 
never  exceeds,  the  voluntary  ctmtributions. 

By  subscriptions  from  different  iudividunls,  a I 
sum  usually  equivalent  being  obtained  by  present-  | 
ment  from  the  county  of  Londonderry. 

It  is  supported  by  voluntary  subscription,  and 
by  presentment,  obtained  fiom  the  county  of  Lou- 
donderry  alone. 

I am  not  awaro  that  I could  suggest  any  ma- 
terial beneficial  alteration  to  the  commissioners. 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  our  funds,  by  whicli  the  same  sum  would 
become  more  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

n r> 

I cannot  suggest  any  such  alteration. 
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Lower  and  Upper  Cumber  Dispensary. 

Maghera  Dispensary. 

Magherafelt  Dispensary. 

John  Semple,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

— 

Robert  Evans,  Esq. , ii.  d. 

A dispensary  for  Lower,  and  a smaJl  part  of  Up- 
per Cumber,  to  afford  medicine  and  medical  advice 
to  the  poor;  established  1317. 

Maghera  Dispensary,  established  2d  May  1827. 

No  hospital  or  infirmary,  but  a dispensan.. 
Magherafdt  Dispensary,  with  two  branches,  one  at 
Castledawson  and  the  other  at  Ballyronan ; all  tlwee 
supported  from  one  general  fund.  This  is  the  fifth 
year. 

The  parish  of  Lower,  a small  part  of  Upper  Cum- 
ber, and  thepai'irfiof  Glendennott,  allin  the  county 
of  Londonderry. 

Four  extensive  parishes  and  part  of  a fifth,  all 
m the  same  county. 

Magherafelt,  Ardtrea,  Moneymoie,  Deseitmartin 
Baliinderry,  part  of  Btdlyscullin,  part  of  Maghera^ 
and  all  these  in  Londonileri'y ; a part  of  Bahia- 
derry  in  county  Tyrone. 

A county  infirmary,  a diqtensary  in  the  city  of 
Derry,  a dispensary  in  each  of  the  parishes  of 
Faughavale  and  Doni^hedy,  and  a dispensary  for 
another  ]>art  of  Upper  Cumber,  comprising  a dis- 
trict of  about  ten  miles. 

Garvagh  eight  miles,  Kllrea  six  miles,  Bellaghy 
six  miles,  Maghcrafelt  seven  miles,  Mone)'more 
eight  miles,  ^llinascreen  five  miles,  distant  from 
Maghera. 

A dispensary  in  the  town  of  Maghera,  near  sevea 
miles  off ; one  lately  established  at  Bellaghy,  four 
miles  off ; one  at  Moneymore,  four  mffes ; one 
at  Draperstown,  six  miles  off ; the  two  latter  sop. 
ported  by  tbe  London  Society  of  Drapers,  for  their 
own  tenants  only. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  within  my  district. 

None. 

1 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  -nearer  than 
Londonderry,  30  miles  off ; my  salary  from  the 
dispensary  is  607.;  some  years  57.,  some  107. 
extra,  towards  feeding  a horse,  according  as  the 
funds  afford  it. 

I attend  a dispensary  in  Cumber,  distant  from 
my  residence  about  three  miles;  one  in  Glender- 
mott,  distant  about  a mile ; the  one  paying  annually 
301.,  the  other  407. ; lattend  each  dispensary  two 
days  in  the  week. 

Only  one ; two  days  in  each  week,  Wednesday 
and  Saturday,  ftom  10  o’clock  tiE  4. 

I attend  the  dispeusaries  as  stated  above ; salary 
above.  I attend  three  days  in  each  week  ; one  is 
two  and  the  other  tour  miles  off. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  visit  the  siok  at  their 
own  houses,  in  urgent  cases,  when  required  so 
to  do. 

Yes;  die  establishment  is  always  open  to  give 
medical  aid,  though  only  two  days  are  specified. 

1 punctually  attend  to  all  cases  sent  to  my  eare, 
both  medical  and  surgical ; and  visit  such  as  I 
find  necessary  at  their  own  houses. 

There  is  an  enb  y made  of  all  cases ; the  result 
is  usually  known. 

There  has,  rince  May  1833. 

I keep  DO  journal  of  treatment,  nor  is  it  possible, 
nor  the  result  of  cases  as  cured  or  dead ; but  1 keep 
a regular  book,  in  which  is  entered,  under  each  sub- 
scriber's name,  date  of  entry,  person’s  name,  place 
of  residence,  diseases,  numbers  monthly  and  yearly 
admitted  under  treatment. 

4,504  have  been  recommended  to  the  dispensary 
witliin  the  last  three  years  ; 64  of  those  died,  28 
arc  supposed  incurable,  the  remainder  received  more 
or  less  relief.  Dyspeptic  complaints,  the  usual  epi- 
demics, and  diseases  of  the  chest,  prevailed  most. 

The  average  number  is  80  cases  each  week. 

1831.  j 1832.  1 1833. 

1,653  1 1,983  1 2,087 

Diseases  are  various ; fevers,  nervous  diseases, 
fiuxes,  stomach  complaints,  accidents,  &c. 

I tliinlc  it  has  occurred  that  persons  have  been 
recommended  to,  and  participated  in,  the  benefits  of 
our  charity,  who  were  not  proper  objects,  and  occa- 
sion.iUv  for  convenience-sake,  but  it  has  seldom  hani 

No. 

none  but  objects 

jened.  Patients  ft  om  v: 

Some  solitary  cases  of  such  are  sent  to  rue,  but 
the  governors  are  in  general  partioular  in  sending 
of  distress  and  pity,  requiring  my  profesrional  aid. 
xrious  distant  places  attend  this  dispensary. 

From  the  general  firnd. 

, They  are  purchased  with  the  funds  of  the  in- 
stitution fix>m  Mr.  M'Adain,  druggist,  Belfast. 

The  medicines  are  bought  of  a druggist  in  Belfiat; 
aud  paid  ft  om  the  general  fund  by  the  treasurer. 

Receipt.  | Expenditure. 

1830  - £.74  5 4 £.80  IG  6 

1831  - 80  0 0 99  5 4 

1832  - 80  0 8 1 93  5 7 

GESEIVAI.  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

1830.  1831.  1832. 

Salary  -£.30  0 0 fO  0 0 30  0 0 

Medicine  , 47  4 6 66  2 3 56  3 2 

Contingencies  3120  331  725 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £.69  19  4^  £.63  18  11 

1832  - 76  10  [ 76  5 4J 

1833  - 90  13  0 1 74  6 1 i 

The  above  expenditure  is  for  medical  attendance, 

medicine,  and  other  dispensary  requisites. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £-113  7 6 £.  109  13  OJ 

1832  - 119  17  0 130  11  1 1 

1833  - ■ 124  6 6 1 122  19  0 

By  suhsoription  from  different  individuals,  a sum 
usually  equivalent  being  obtained  by  presentment 
from  the  grand  jm  y of  the  county  of  Londonderry. 

By  subscriptions,  and  a sum  equal  to  them  ob- 
tained by  presentment  from  the  grand  jury  of 

It  is  supported  by  private  subscriptions,  largely  ' 
and  liberally,  by  the  rectors  anti  some  of  their  cu- 
rates, and  other  gentlemen,  from  this  county  only, 
and  by  presentmeut.  No  other  denoroinatiou  of 
clergymen  contribute  to  it. 

I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  distribution 
of  our  funds,  by  which  the  same  sura  would  become 
more  efficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

No. 

matic.  1 in  general  apply  to  the  rector 
cccasiona!  aid,  to  relieve  the  temporary  wa 
A' plateful  of  oatmeal,  to  make  gruel,  to  a si' 

The  funds  are  merely  adeqiuite,  under  great  ccfr 
Domy  on  my  part,  to  meet  the  demands  for  roedi- 
cine,  occasionally  wine,  calico  for  bandages,^  &e. : 
one  year  we  set  apart  5 7.  for  flannel  for  the  asth- 
■’s,  and  other  charitable  families  in  this  town,  for 
ints  of  distressed  ol;jects  in  our  immediate  vicinity, 
ck  person  who  cannot  procure  it,  is  a great  gratuity. 
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Mu£F  Dispensaiy. 

WoKliipful  Drapere’  Dispensary  and 
Ballinasereen  Dispensaiy. 

Ballybay  Dispensary. 

James  Burnside,  Esq.,  Su^on. 

John  Savage,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

D.  IFiUiamson,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Huff  Dispsnsaiy,  in  the  parish  of  Faughanvale, 
established  in  September  1822,  by  the  Worshipful 
CciopaBy  of  Grocers  of  London. 

First,  the  Worshipful  Drapers’  Dispensary,  esta- 
blished in  1819,  for  the  relief  of  their  tenantry. 
Secondly,  BaUinascreen  Dispensary,  established  in 
1829,  general. 

Ballybay  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1824. 

The  parish  of  Faughanvale,  part  of  the  paiish  of 
Olcnderroott  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Cumber. 

The  entire  of  Ballinasereen  parish,  part  of  Kil-  ' 
cronaghan,  Desertmartin  and  Maghera,  all  in 
. Londonderry. 

Parish  of  AughinamuUen,  Ballybay,  Tullj’sorbit, 
and  port  of  Clontibret,  in  the  same  county. 

The  County  Infirmary,  City  Londonderry  Bis-  ^ 
pensary,  Glendermott  Dispensary,  Cumber  Dispen-  \ 
siry,  Ballykelly  Dispensary,  Mulderg  Dispensary  j 
and  Newtown-Limavady  Dispensary. 

Dispensaries  alone : Dungiven,  Maghera,  Money- 
more  and  Magherafelt. 

Monaghan  Infirmary,  eight  miles ; Castleshane 
Dispensaiy,  five  miles ; Canickmaci'oss  Dispensary, 
ten  miles ; Rockcorry  Dispensary,  four  miles. 

None. 

There  is  no  hospital,  infirmary  or  dbpensaiy 
within  my  district. 

1 

None  but  the  Ballybay  Dispensary. 

1 attend  the  Muff  Dispensary  only  two  days  in 
the  week,  but  a constant  resident  in  the  paiish. 

The  Drapers'  Dispensary,  two  days  in  the  week ; ' 
salary,  ISO  1.  per  annum,  with  a house.  Ballino- 
screen  County  Dispensaiy,  one  day' in  the  week; 
salary,  40 1.  Both  in  Drapei'gtown,  thiee  quarters 
of  a mile  distant  from  my  residence. 

None  but  the  Ballybay  Dispensaiy,  two  days  in 
each  week,  but  visit  them  every  day  when  called  on ; 
salary,  55 1. 

I do  in  all  cases  of  emergency. 

In  all  cases  save  those  of  midwifery. 

At  all  times  where  the  case  requires  it,  visit 
them  at  their  own  houses. 

The  register  is  kept  of  all  who  receive  dispensar  y 

For  the  Drapers’,  we  keep  a roister.  The  ap- 
plications are  noted  for  die  benefit  of  the  gover- 
nors, and  die  result,  I trust,  not  unsuccessful. 

I have  kept  a regidar  register,  specifying  the 
patient’s  name,  age  and  disease,  the  subscriber  re- 
commending, and  the  event  of  the  disorder,  when 
known. 

Tlie  number  dispensed  to  fiora  January  1831  up  ' 
to  JIareh  1834  was  11,227  ; no  register  kept  of 
treatment. 

1833,trcated  - - - - 2,869 
Cured  and  relieved  - . - 2,599 
Died 35 

Fever,  rheumatism  and  affections  of  the  chest, 
dropsy  and  scrofula. 

Relieved.  1 Visited.  ; 

1631  - - 1,412  I 302  1 

1832  - - 1,283  t 314 

1833  - - *914  1 208  ! 

• During  the  last  uine  mouths,  as  01 
not  close  for  three  months  hence. 

Vaccinated. 

47 

37 

IT  year  does 

None,  unless  in  cases  of  accidents  or  of  sudden 

On  the  Drapers’  Estate,  the  tenantry,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  partidpate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
charity  and  my  advice,  althoi^h  intended  alone  for  1 
the  poor. 

Tlie  subscribers  have  encouraged  me  to  extend 
mypractico  among  that  class  or  sacieiy  who  are  able  lopay 
a rnoderale  remuneration  for  my  services,  but  the  iiicdi- 
cines  for  such  palicnis  cannot  be  achargeon  tlie  charily. 

Hiey  are  supplied  by  the  Glasgow  Apothecaries’ 
Hall,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  fund  of  the  institution 
by  the  treasurer. 

The  Drapers’  Dispensary,  from  the  Apothecaiies’ 
Hall. 

Bv  a wholesale  tlruggist  in  Dublin,  and  com- 
pounded by  myself. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

183)  - £.  187  5 7^  £.176  15  3 

1832  . 143  2 10  1 100  6 

1833  - 234  2 0 1 169  14  10 

Gekexal  Heads  ok  Expenditure. — Salary, 
Medicine,  Stationary,  &c. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Drapers’  about  lOOi. 
per  annum  for  medicines.  The  Ballinasereen,  up- 
wards of  40 1. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  • £.104  14  0 1 £.  105  3 0 

1 general  heads  of  exeenditure. 

Salary  - - £.65  0 0 

Medicine  - - 38  6 S 

Rent  - - - 9 9 0 

Sundries  - - 2 7 4 

Those  items  were  nearly  the  same  last  year;  this 
year’s  accounts  are  not  yet  closed. 

By  the  Grocer.,’  Company  at  first,  but  now  by 
tubsu-iptioQ  and  presentment. 

Thefu'st,  by  the  Drapers  solely;  the  second,  by 
subsciiption,  and  by  presentment  from  Derry  alone. 

By  private  subscriptions  and  county  grant; 
county  Monaghan  alone. 

No, 

As  the  Drapers’  Funds  are  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a Board  of  Governors  appointed  by  them, 
1 cannot  presume  to  dictate  any  alteration  in  the 
application  of  their  charity.  The  only  thing  I 
could  suggest  with  regard  to  the  county  dispensary 
would  be  an  increase  of  fiimls  to  enable  us  to  pro- 
cure clothing  and  comforts  for  the  poor. 

Employment  would  keep  the  poor  from  getting 
into  bad  habits,  which  might  be  a great  cause  of 
preventing  disease. 

0.5. 
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Castleshane  Dispensary. 

Clones  bispensary.  ' 

Farney  Dispensary. 

A.  M.  M'Moran,  Eaq.,  m.d. 

James  Hurst,  Esq.,  m.d. 

' R.  H.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  u.n. 

The  name  of  the  dispensary  under  my  care  is 
the  Castleshane  Dispensary,  estahlishcd  in  1817  ; 
there  is  no  other  in  its  neighbourhood ; the  ol^ect 
is  to  administer  medicine  and  medical  advice  to 
patients  who  are  unable  to  pay.  There  are  no 
beds  for  intern  patients. 

The  Clones  Dispensary,  established  upwards  of 
20  years. 

The  Farney  Dispensary. 

Tiiree  parishes  are  in  the  district,  and  a great 
part  of  two  others;  the  dispensary  circuit  extends 
into  the  county  Armagh. 

There  is  no  limited  district,  all  persons  having  a 

Five,  part  of  one  is  out  of  the  county ; this  is  out 
of  my  limits. 

to  medicine  and  attendance. 

On  the  north-east  it  has  the  County  Infirmary, 
distantfourmileaandahaJf;  on  the  north-west,  Bal- 
l)Tnore  Dispensary,  eight  miles ; on  the  south,  Bal- 
lybay  Dispensary,  ten  miles ; all  in  this  county ; 
and  on  the  east  it  lias  Middleton  Dispensary,  seven 
miles  distant,  in  the  county  Armagh. 

There  is  only  one  dispensary  established  within 
ten  miles  of  this,  in  the  village  of  Hoslea,  about 
four  miles  off. 

The  Crossraaglea  and  Kingseourt  Dispensaries. 

peasary  for  extern  patients  is  attacbed.  The  salary  of  the 
H^ftal.^omUilning beds)' is°  100 f.  a^year 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  in  this  nelgh- 

fo“hkdispensiyis7nir401.Sa™  “““ 

There  is  not. 

I attend  otdy  the  C^tleshane  Dispensary ; 
salary  50 1.  a year.  I attend  two  days  in  the  week. 

Attend  only  the  one  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  in  I 
each  week ; and  reside  in  the  town  of  Oones.  I 

I attend  but  one  dispensary,  and  in  doing  so  find 
my  time  sufficiently  occupied,  .as  the  district  througli 
wiiich  the  poor  are  visited  extends  in  some  dircc- 
tious  seven  miles  from  the  centre.  Last  year,  1833, 
443  were  visited;  and  in  1832,  457  visited, 

It  is  ray  duty  to  visit  at  theh  own  houses  such 
patients  as  any  of  the  subscriber  or  I may  think 
BO  ill  as  to  require  a vjsit. 

In  every  instance. 

Ido. 

A register  is  kept,  spedfying  in  different  columns  ; 
the  name,  age,  residence,  by  whom  recominended,  | 
the  disease,  the  medicine,  See.  ordered,  and  the  re-  I 
suit  when  known ; the  latter  must  be  imperfect  ! 
where  the  patients  are  ail  extern. 

There  is  an  account  kept  of  the  number  of  appli- 
cations each  day;  they  average  upwards  of  100; 
the  result  is  generally  ftivourable  ; but  in  many 
cases  it  is  impossible  to  tell. 

Yes. 

The  number  of  patients  prescribed  for  in  the  last  I 
three  years  ending  January  1832,  4,868.  I 

An  average  of  upwards  of  100  on  each  dispensary 
day,  the  chief  diseases  being  dyspepsia,  scrofula, 
diseases  of  the  chest  and  dropsies. 

1832.  1833. 

Relieved  - 2^17  - - - 2,773 

Incurable  - 21  - - - 23 

Died  - - 28  - - - 31 

In  attendance  216  - - ■ 337 

3,081  - - 3,164 

The  subscribers  to  the  Castleshane  Dispensaiy 
aie  particularly  cautious  in  giving  recommendations 
to  any  but  to  those  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  medi- 
cine or  medical  advice ; of  course  they  are  sometime 

In  very  few  eases. 

:3  deceived,  but  not  often. 

. If  such  persons  can  ]>e  detected  I consider  it  my 
duty  to  withhold  gratuitous  assistance. 

The  medicine-s  are  supplied  by  a Dublin  dru^st, 
qiaid  for  from  the  funds  of  the  dispensary ; therefore  I 
I have  no  interest  in  giving  to  or  withholding  me- 
dicines from  the  patients. 

By  the  subscribers ; from  a wholesale  dru^ist 
in  DubEn. 

By  a druggist,  at  the  order  of  the  treasurer. 

Iteeeipt. 

1830  - f.  90  0 0 

1831  - 193  1 0 

1832  - 105  12  0 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EX 

1 1B30. 

Physician's  salary  ^6. 1 <30  0 0 
Ilcnt,  Wages.  FueL  - | 8 4>  0 
Medicine,  &c.  - - 1 54  6 9 

Sundries  - - - 1 19  10 

Expense  of  Stable,  &c.  I • 

1 Expenditure. 

1 £. 114  9 7 

1 155  7 8 

1 115  12  4 

PENDITORE. 

SO  0 0 50  0 0 

8 2 2 5 15  lOi 

47  3 6 5S  4 2| 

4 12  G 3 !2  3 

21  0 0 — 

Receipt.  1 Espenditme. 

1831  - £.85  5 3 f.  102  4 9 

1832  - 92  17  7 108  18  5 

1833  - 89  15  2^  | 116  0 8 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - iC.267  13  7 £.241  9 8 

1832  - 234  4 0 231  6 H 

1833  - 229  4 0 1 248  16  3 

GENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXFENDOimX. 

1831.  1832.  1833-  . 

Salaries -£.130  0 0 130  0 0 130  0 0 

Medicine  - 79  5 11  66  IS  5 75  16  a 

Rent,&c.-  32  3 9 34  8 3i  42  19  10 

Sujiported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  by  pre- 
sentments from  grand  jury,  which  are  obtained 
solely  from  the  county  Monaglian  Grand  Jury. 

By  subscription,  and  presentment  equal  thereto, 
from  the  one  county,  viz.  Monaghan. 

By  private  subscription,  • and  by  a grant  to  an 
equal  amount  from  the  county  Monaghan  grand 
jury. 

I cau  suggest  no  alteration  in  regard  to  the  funds 
for  this  dispensary,  as  I believe  few  dispensaries 
liavc  so  accurate  a secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  present  plan  of  dispensaries  appears  to  be 
particularly  well  adapted  for  the  relief  of  the-  sick 
poor;  all  who  are  able  to  attend  are  relieved  at 
the  dispens.'iry-hoiise,  and  such  as  arc  unable  being 
visited  at  their  own  homes,  at  least  in  this  dis- 

I cannot ; but  fed  c-xceedingly  the  want  of  ne 
hospital,  being  20  miles  from  the  County  mEmieO' 
We  are  obliged  to  pay  for  the  lodgings  of  those  o 
whom  1 operate. 
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Glasslougb.  and  Emyvale  Dispensaiy. 

! Rockcony  Dispensary. 

Scotstown  Dispensary. 

James  Ben/,  Esq.,  Sui^eon. 

The  Committee. 

Wm.  Temple,  Esq.,  m.d. 

I Fiiper>°t«od  the  Glasdougli  and  Emyvalo  Dii- 

iionsarT,  established  1818,  for  the  objects  of  sup- 
pljing  the  poor  with  medicine  and  medical  attend- 

The  Roclccorry  Dispensary ; established  in  the 
year  1824. 

Scotstown  Dispensary. 

Two  parishes,  both  in  the  same  county. 

There  are  three  parishes,  each  situate  in  the 
county  Monaghan. 

Three  parishes,  all  in  tire  county  of  Monaghan. 

Caledon,  in  Tyrone  i Tynan  and  hliddleton, 
Armagh;  Costlesbane  and  Scotstown, Monaghan ; 
with  the  connty  infirraaiy. 

County  Infirmary,  distant  eight  miles  ; Ballybay 
and  Cootehill  Dispensaries,  each  distant  four  miles ; 
Clones,  distant  eight  miles. 

County  Monaghan  Infirmary,  Castlcslrane  Dis- 
pensary, Glassiough  and  Roslca, 

There  is  no  otlier  hospital,  infirmary  or  dispen- 
siry  within  my  dbtrict. 

There  is  none. 

There  are  none. 

The  Glasslough  and  Emyvale  Dispensary. , The 
distance  fi'om  Glassiough  to  Emyvale  is  three 
miles.  Amount  of  salary,  25 1.  for  each  day  of 
attendance.  Two  days  for  each  establishment  in 
the  week. 

Only  one  dispensary,  adjoining  my  own  house. 
Salary,  30 1.  Attend^ce  on  Tuesdays  and  Satur- 

I attend  the  Scotstown  Dispensary  only,  for 
wliich  I am  paid  501.  a year.  I attend  two  day's 
in  the  week  at  the  dispensary,  and  visit  those  in 
their  houses  that  require  it. 

When  I receive  a visiting  ticket  from  a snbscriber, 
kv  the  patient’s  friend,  as  is  the  custom,  1 always 
attend. 

Certainly  so. 

Ido. 

A register  is  kept  at  each  establishment  of  all 
cases  recommended,  with  the  result  of  each. 

This  has  been  regularly  attended  to. 

There  is  a book  kept  at  the  dispensary,  in  which 
is  entered  the  name,  age,  resilience,  by  whom  re- 
commended and  the  disease  of  the  patient.  The 
result  is  seldom  known  at  the  dispensary. 

Number  of  patients  so  relieved  within  the  last 
three  years,  698.  Diseases  generally  treated  were 
fevers,  pneumonias,  rheumatisms,  exanthemas, 
apthalinias,  dropsies,  accidents,  &c. 

Number  of  eases  for  the  last  three  years,  6,646. 
Prevailing  diseases,  fever's,  catarrh^  affections, 
bowel  complaints,  small-pox,  measles,  &c. 

There  have  been  upwards  of  2,300  patients  re- 
lieved each  of  the  last  three  years.  The  disepses 
were  of  the  ordinary  occurrence. 

Persons  do  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  in- 
stitution l)y  imposing  on  the  credulity  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  institution. 

Abuses  of  this  kind  no  doubt  do  sometimes  occur. 

Very  seldom. 

The  medicines  are  supjdied  from  tlie  general 
fimds  of  the  establishment. 

The  dispensary,  for  the  last  three  years,  has  been 
chiefly  supplied  by  Cliffords  Co.,  druggists,  Dub- 
lin. Ordered  by  the  managing  committee  when 
wanting,  and  paid  out  of  the  dispensary  funds. 

By  a druggist  in  Monaghan,  at  the  wholesale 
price  (in  Dublin). 

Tire  amount  of  Receipt  of  each  year,  85 1.  The  ; 
Expenditure  nearly  shniiar,  with  some  triflbg  va- 
riation ; viz.  salary,  medicine,  fkc.  &c. 

Receipt. 

£.  s.  d. 
1830  - - - 68  14  0 

, 1831  • - - 70  14  0 

1832  - - - 69  4 0 1 

1 Esqjcudituro. 

I £.  s.  d. 

71  10  7 
1 76  5 8 J 

69  4 0 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 
£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  <1. 

1831  - - - 99  16  0 99  16  1 } 

1832  - - - 99  16  0 99  11  Oi 

1833  - - - 104  0 0 1 98  19  5 

By  grand  jury  presentments,  and  private  contri- 
butions of  the  county  of  Monaghan. 

By  private  subscription,  .and  county  presentrrrcnt 
in  the  county  Monaghan.  The  above  always  of 
equal  amount. 

By  private  subscription  and  county  presentment. 

I Mnnot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  funds  of  the  establislmient. 

I do  not  see  that  any  alteration  corrld  be  made 
with  advantage,  from  the  limited  amormt  offunds. 

I cannot,  as  there  is  every  care  taken  by  tbs 
subscribers  to  appropriate  the  charity  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor. 

O’O.  E E 
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Ardstraw  Dispecsary. 

Augher  and  Clogher  Dispensary. 

Benbiu-b  Dispensary. 

James  Bamilton,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  r.n. 

Richard  Tteigg,  Esq.,  m.d. 

M.  N.  Com/j  Esq.,  m.d. 

The  Ardstraw  Dispensary,  established  24th  Fe- 
bruary 1821. 

The  Augher  and  Clogher  Dispensary. 

The  Benborb  Dispensary  is  the  only  institution 
imdei'  my  care,  established  the  1st  of  July  1831 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  ’ 

The  parish  of  Ardstraw  alone. 

The  whole  district  is  in  the  parish  of  Clogher. 

The  greater  part  of  two  parishes,  namely,  Druiu- 
sallin  and  Clonfeacle. 

In  Omagh  there  is  the  County  Inbrmaty  and  a 
disjwnsary  distant  seven  miles  ; in  Strabane,  a dis- 
pensary and  a fever  hospital,  also  seven  miles  dis- 
tant; in  Gortin,  a dispensary,  five  miles  distant ; 
Castledeig  Dispensary,  eight  miles  distant;  and 
the  Drumguin  Dispensary,  eight  miles  from  this. 

There  is  a dispensary  at  Fintona,  and  another, 
1 believe,  at  Ballygandly. 

The  Armagh  Infirmary,  Caledon,  Dungannon 
and  Loughgall  Dispensaries  j the  nearest  of  these 
institutions  is  above  six  miles  distant. 

There  is  only  the  one  dispensary  (as  spetafiedin 
first  answer)  attached  to  tliis  district ; my  salary  is 
601.  annually. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  within  the 
district. 

'There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  infiimary  within 
my  district. 

I attend  but  tbe  one,  to  which  1 devote  most  of 

The  towns  of  Augher  and  Oogher  aie  distant 
from  each  other  two  British  miles.  Medicines  are 
dispensed  in  each;  in  tbe  former  every  Tuesday, 
and  in  the  latter  every  Friday. 

I only  attend  the  Benburh  Dispensary,  the  sa- 
lary of  which  is  50 1,  a year ; the  days  of  attend- 
ance ai'e  two  in  the  week. 

I do,  where  they  are  unable  to  pay  for  other  me- 
dical attendance. 

• When  it  is  required  by  a governor,  and  half-a- 
crown  deposited  with  the  ticket  before  10  o’clock 
A.M.  This  restriction  is  necessary  to  prevent 
vexatiousand  unnecessary  calls  for  personDl  attend- 

Most  certainly  ; and  I am  fi^cquently  called  to 
cases  of  no  moment,  which  draws  the  surgeon’s 
attention  away  from  patients  in  a dangerous  con- 
dition. 

There  is  such  a register  hept. 

Such  a register  was  kept  during'the  first  year  of 
my  appointment ; but,  from  the  vast  number  of 
applications,  it  was  impossible  to  continue  it,  with- 
out injury  to  the  efficiency  of  the  institution. 

A register  has  been  kept  of  the  number  of  per- 
sor6  admitted  to  the  dispensary,  all  of  whom  have 
received  medical  aid. 

1831  ■ - ' - - - 1,992 

1832  1,284 

1833  1,350 

The  diseases  are,  fever,  dysentery  and  diarrheea ; 
worms,  ulcers,  fractures,  measles. 

During  the  year  commencing  1825,  in  which 
the  register  was  kept,  the  number  rdieved  exceeded 
2,000. 

This  dispensary  has  not  as  yet  been  established 
three  years;  the  number  of  those  who  have  been 
relieved  within  tivo  years  amount  to  3,338. 

It  does  not,  as  I have  instructions  to  witlihold 
medicine  from  those  whom  I find  able  to  pay 
other  practitioners. 

Frequently. 

Frequently ; and  I have  eudeavouved  to  prevail 
on  tire  subscribere  to  prevent  such  abuse,  but  with- 
out effect. 

By  my  order  (signed  by  the  treasurer)  to  Mr. 
John  M'Adam,  of  Belfast. 

They  are  purchased,  and  the  expense  defrayed 
from  the  general  funds  of  the  dispensary. 

The  medicines  are  provided  by  tbe  committee 
of  the  dispensary. 

Receipt.  | Expenditure. 

1831  - -£.114  9 0 125  0 0 

1832  - - 124  3 6 140  0 0 

1833  - - 82  14  0 1 103  14  6 

In  1630  the  dispensary  was  SOI.  in  debt ; it  is 
now  77  f.  8 s. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 
1831  - - £.  121  9 0 £.119  8 5 

1332  - - 120  2 7 119  4 2 

1633  - - IJ9  6 6|  120  3 8J 

• 1831. — Expenditure. 

Sui^eou  - - - - £.82  15  0 

Medicine  - - - - 20  3 2 

Rent  - - - - - 7 7 0 

Postage  - - - ...  023 

Attendants  ■ - . - 6 6 0 

About  40 1.  a year  is  the  most  we  can  afford  to 
expend  on  medicines  or  any  other  necessary. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  an  annual  present- 
ment of  30 1.  by  giand  jury  of  this  county. 

By  subscription,  and  presentment  from  the 

Principally  by  private  subscription;  we  receive 
no  jm-y  grant  from  the  county  Armagh,  and  opiy 
30 1.  annually  from  the  tounty  Tyrone,  though 
this  last  year  it  has  been  increased  to  40h. 
count  of  the  uqmerous  applicants  for  medical  aid. 

I cannot  su^st  any  altci'ation  in  the  distribution 
of  tlie  funds  by  which  this  institution  is  supported. 
This  is  a very  large  parisli,  and  contains  about 
20,000  inhabitants,  the  majority  of  whom  ai-e  poor, 
and  we  have  great  difficulty  in  continuing  our  ex- 
ertions in  tlreir  hehalf, 

It  docs  not  appear  that  any  advantageous  altera- 
tion could  be  adopted  in  the  distribution  of  the 
present  funds.  Those  funds,  however,  are  alto, 
gether  inadequate  to  support  the  institution  in  a 
desirable  state  of  efficiency. 

Not  any,  the  funds  being  inadequate  to  provi'k 
medicines  for  the  applicants ; it  is  the  intention  to 
strike  off  part  of  the  district  the  ensuing  year. 
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Caledon  Dispensaiy. 

J,  Crazier,  Esq.,  >i.  v. 


Castledcrg  and  KOliter  Dispensary. 

John  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


CoolvStown  Dispensary. 

Governor  and  Sledical  Attendant. 


Caledon  Dispensary,  to  give  medicine  and  advice  I The  Castkderg  and  Kiiliter  Dispensary  ; eata-  Cookstowa  Dispensary ; established  in  the  year 
gratis  to  the  poor ; established  in  1816.  blished  in  the  year  1822.  1 1814. 


j Two  parishes  and  part  of  a third,  all  in  the  sa 
county. 


Nine,  viz.  Derryloran,  Desartcreaght,  Kildress, 
Lissan,  Artrea,  Donaghenry,  Clonoe,  Ballyclog 
and  Arboe,  lying  in  the  counties  Tyrone  and 


BsDygawley,  Benburb  and  Dungannon  Dis-  Donegal  County  Infirmary,  and  Clonleigli  Dis-  A dispensary  at  Terman,  nine  miles  (lists 
peasaries.  pensary,  in  Lifford,  Strabane  Dispensary  and  Fever  at  Dungannon,  nine  miles;  one  at  Moi: 

Hospital,  Killygordon  Dispensary,  Newtown-  four  miles ; one  at  Stewai  tstown,  five  milei 
Stewart,  Pettigo  and  Drumquin  Dispensaries, 

Omagh  Infirmary  and  a dispensary  attached  to  it. 


I attend  the  Caledon  Dispensary  only.  My  salary  I attend  one  day  in  the  week  in  each  parish.  Only  this  one. 
averages  about  701.  per  annum;  attendance  two  Salary,  60/. 
days  in  each  week. 


y,  whether  the  subscriber  mentions  a visit  I 


A registry  of  the  patients  is  regularly  kept,  and  the  Yes. 

diseases  are  marked  down ; it  would  be  impossible 
to  state  the  result  of  the  applications,  as  a patient 
may  have  his  name  entered  on  the  books,  and  never 
retum  to  state  the  result. 


Years.  Attended.  Cured.  Relieved.  Died. 

1831  1,683  1,812  8 24 

1832  1,516  1,383  17  26 

1833  1,753  1,600  14  33 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  7,544.  Stomach  diseases,  fevers,  i 
jeargenerallyaveragesabout  1,600.  Fever,  measles,  of  chest,  dropsies,  &c.  &c  ' 
hoopingcoiigh,  dyspepsia,  inllamination,  dysentery, 
rheumatism,  accident  and  surgical  cases. 


From  Boileau  « George,  druggists,  Dublin,  I By  the  ai 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  dispensary.  I 


Occasionally,  it  hieng  difficult  to  prevent  it  « 


Expendltuie  about  100/.  per  annum. 


j Subscription.  I Presentmeni 


£.  71  18  IIJ 

f.  50 

0 

74  17  5i 

50 

0 

63  2 5 

50 

0 

By  private  subscriptions  and  a county  grant.  By  private  subscriptions,  and  piesentraent  from  By  subscriptious  from  the  neighbouring  olerg 
one  county  only.  and  gentry,  and  by  an  annual  presentment  froii 

the  Tyrone  grand  jury  of  80/. 


Provided  the  fiinds  of  the  dispensary  were  equal  Supposing  that  the  funds  admitted  of  it,  I would  No. 

“ It,  an  hospital  for  the  leception  of  the  poor  bi^  leave  to  suggest  the  erection  of  asmall  hospi- 
^nld  be  liighly  necessary,  as  this  dispensary  is  tal  capable  of  containing  eight  or  a dozen  patients ; 

^cty-one  Irish  miles  distant  from  the  county  in-  it  would  be  particularly  useful  during  the  preva- 
nrmary  in  Omagh.  lence  of  cholera,  fever  or  other  epidemics,  and  at 

all  times  for  the  reception  of  patients  requiring 

capital  operations,  the  performance  of  which  at  their  own  house  is  totally  out  of  the  question. 
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Dromore  Dispensary. 

Draniquin  Dispensary. 

Dunamauna  Dispensary. 

Joseph  Marshall,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

John  Maxwell,  Esq. 

William  Baird,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

It  is  named  Drorooie  Dispensary ; it  was  esta- 
blisied  in  August  1 832,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
professional  attendance  and  medicine  to  the  poor  of 
this  parish. 

Drumquin Dispensary,  for  the  purpose  of  affordbg 
medical  and  surgical  aid  to  &o  poor ; established 
March  1821. 

Dunamanna  Dispensary,  and  no  other  under  mv 
care;  established  7th  May  1828,  for  giving medied 
aid  and  attendance  to  the  poor  in  the  parish  of 
Donaghedy. 

The  district  is  the  parish  of  Dromote,  county  ■ 
Tyrone. 

There  are  two  parishes  included  in  this  district, 
and  are  both  in  one  county. 

One  parish,  in  the  county  Tyrone. 

The  County  Tyrone  Inlivmary  and  a dispensary 
in  Omagh ; dispensaries  in  Fintona,  Trillick,  Drum- 
quin,  Kesh,  county  Fermanagh. 

Tyrone  Infirmary  and  the  Dispensaries  of  Omagh, 
Dromote,  Deigbridge  and  Newtownstewart  are  | 
within  ten  miles.  | 

An  infirmary  and  dispensary  at  Derry,  an  infirmaiy 
and  dispensary  at  Liffirrd,  fever  liospital  and  die- 
peirsary  at  Strabane,  dispensary  at  Glendcnnol 
Lower  Cumber,  Upper  Cumber  and  St.  Johnstown, 
Salary  varies  from  HOI.  to  lOOL  annually. 

There  is  not  any  other  hospital,  dispcnsaiy  or  in- 
firmary within  this  district. 

There  is  not  any  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  | 
infirmary  in  this  district. 

No  hospital  or  dispensary  in  the  district  but  tlie 
dispensary  I am  in  charge  of.  Salary,  GOl.anniraliy, 

1 attend  none  except  the  Dromore  Dispensary, 
in  which  town  I reside;  the  salary  is  501.  per  an- 
num, and  I am  required  to  attend  two  days  in  the 

I attend  only  one  dispensary,  in  which  I reside, 
for  which  I receive  a salary  of  40  guineas.  There 
are  two  dispensing  days  each  week,  and  ui'gent  cases 
are  attended  at  all  times. 

Orrly  the  one  dispensary  ru  my  district,  which  I 
attend  two  days  iu  each  week. 

Ido. 

I consider  it  ray  duty  to  attend  personally  when- 
ever it  is  required. 

Yes. 

A register  is  kept,  in  which  the  namesof  patients 
are  noted,  the  disease  and  medicine  prescribed. 

^ A xegisteriskeptofull  cases.  The  patients  have 
been  attended  at  the  dispensary  or  at  their  own 
dwellings,  as  the  case  required,  in  general  with 
benefit,  but  in  some  cases  cannot  ascertain. 

Yes,  with  a satisfirctory  result. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  since  the  esta- 
blishmcntofthedispensaiy  (16  mouths)  is  370 ; the 
diseases  most  prevalent  were  fevers,  dyspepsia,  pneu- 
monia,  rheumatism,  infiammatioa  of  various  or- 
gans,  diarrhoea,  scrofula,  finctures,  dislocations, 
burns,  &o. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  within  the  last 
three  years  amounts  to  2,3 1 1 . The  diseases 
treated  were  ulcers,  fractiues,  diseases  of  skin,  chest, 
digestive  organs,  fevers,  &c. 

4,130  relieved ; fever,  dyspepsia,  rlreumatlsmanil 
diseases  of  Itugs  are  the  most  prevalent  complaints. 

Very  seldom.  : 

Persons  very  seldom  receive  aid  who  are  not 
proper  objects. 

None. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  from  a druggist,  and 
given  to  the  patients  at  the  dispcnsaiy  by  the 
surgeon. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  order  from  trea- 
surer on  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Bride-street. 

By  order  of  treasurer,  from  Glasgow  Apotlif 
caries’  Company. 

Receipt. 

1833  £.80  1 0 

Expenditure. 

Surgeon’s  Salary  - - £.50  0 0 

Medicine  . - . • 16  8 6 

Fitting  up  Dispensary  6 9 1 

Rent  of  ditto  - - . 4 4 0 

Sundries  - 2 10  0 

£.  79  1 1 7 

1830  - £.84  14 

1831  - 61  S 

1832  - 61  ]£ 

CENEaAi  Hs.ans 
1830. 

Salary  - £.  42  0 0 
Medicine  - 21  5 OJ  j 
Sundries  • '6  9 9 | 

pt.  1 Ex] 
, 6 £.6E 

; 0 6£ 
1 0 1 St 

OF  EXPEKDITI 

1 1831. 

1 42  0 0 

'15  0 0 
2 7 UJ  1 

lenditurc. 

> 14  9^ 

1 7 11^ 

1 3 10 

1832. 

42  0 0 
11  13  8 
2 10  2 

Receipt.  | Expenditure. 

1831  - - £.  184  18  9 1 £.  100  7 0 

1832  - - 194  13  9 j 120  5 5 

1833  - - 151  3 6 1 139  3 4 

OENERAL  HEADS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

Salary  - - - £.  60  0 0 

Jledicine  - - - - 40  0 0 

Rent  - .-  - -650 

Conringencies  - - 7 12  0 

It  is  supported  by  subscriptions,  and  presentments 
from  the  county  Tyrone  only. 

It  is  supported  by  private  subscriptions,  and  grant 
from  grand  juiy  of  Tyrone. 

By  presentment  from  the  county,  and  subsenp- 

The  funds  are  at  present  so  low  I could  scarcely 
suggest  any  improvement  in  their  distribution, 
unless  they  could  be  augmented. 

1 

' I cannot  suggest  any  alteration  for  the  better. 

No. 
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Dungatmoti  Dispensary. 

Fintona  Dispensary. 

Goitin  Dispensary. 

James  HamiUoa,  Esij.,  Surgeon. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Alexander  LaughUn,  Esq.,  Suigeon,  R.x. 

TheDungaanon  Dispensary;  I have  had  the  care 
of  it  only  a short  time,  being  appointed  in  Februaiy 
laat-  It  wos  established  to  provide  the  poor  with 
medicine  and  advice  gratis,  in  the  year  1816. 

Fintona  Dispensary.  Not  more  than  one; 
established  12th  April  1819. 

The  Gortin  Disfwnsary,  established  in  1819  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  but  only  continued  two  years 
in  operation,  for  the  want  of  funds;  it  was  again 
finally  established  in  1823,  and  continues  so  to  the 
present  period. 

The  poor  are  recommended  generally  from  six 
parishes,  and  sometimes  from  four  others,  all  in 
jane  county. 

Parish  of  Donimcaney  and  part  of  the  parish 
of  Clogher. 

Two;  Upper  and  Lower  Badony,  both  in  Tyrone; 
extensive,  mountainous,  and  miserably  poor. 

Stewartstown  and  Denburb,  which  are  public 
dispensaries,  and  a private  one  supported  by  Colonel 
Vcrner,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  on  Ha  own 

Omagh  Infirmary,  Clogher,  Trillick  and  Dro- 
more  Dispensaries. 

Tlie  Ardstraw  Dispensary,  in  the  town  ofNewtown- 
stewirt,  distant  five  miles ; and  the  Tyrone  Infir- 
mary, in  the  town  of  Omagh,  distant  eight  miles. 

Not  any. 

No. 

The  Dungannon  Dispensary  alone ; I reside  in 
the  same  place;  the  salary  is  751.  peryear,  and 
1 0 ?-  for  a house.  I attend  two  days  in  each  week, 
and  visit  on  the  intermediate  days,  at  their  own 
houses,  such  persons  as  cannot  make  pei-sonal  appli 
dccessorhad  100 1.  saiarv,  and  201.  for  a house,  of 

Attends  but  Fintona  Dispensary ; salary,  25 1.  ; 
' attendance  two  days  in  the  week. 

cation.  My  pre- 
the  late  currency. 

No.  Days  of  attendance  at  the  Gortin  Dkpen- 
sary  eveiy  Tuesday  and  Friday;  salary,  40 1.  a year. 

Certaiuly. 

Almost  in  all  cases.. 

Yes,  in  all  cases  recommended  by  a subscriber, 
and  particularly  when  the  applicant  is  unable  to 
attend  at  the  dispensary  for  relief. 

A registry  is  kept  of  all,  persons  recommended, 
and  of  the  medicines  prescribed ; but  a true  account 
of  the  result  is  not  practicable,  in  consequence  of 
the  patients  living  at  a distance,  and  their  attend- 
snee  being  voluntary. 

Kept  no  registry. 

Yes,  a register  or  journal  is  kept  of  all  the  cases 
recommended  to  the  dispensary,  showing  the  name 
of  the  patient,  age,  vesidonee,  governor  recommend- 
ing,  when  put  on  and  off  the  list,  disease  or  hurt, 
&c.,  and  also  a ease-book,  wherein  every  case  of 
any  importance  is  more  particularly  noted. 

Tlie  number  of  applications,  within  the  last 
three  years,  were  7,053,  and  the  diseases  generally 
»ere  fevers,  acute  and  chronic  affections  of  the 
lungs,  dyspeptic  affections,  &c.  &c. 

tuitous  assistance. 

No  regular  account. 

The  diseases  treated  were  generally  fevers,  almost  ah 

aS™  I 1 1”.sd.r.|  DM. 

3,738  2,213  318'  j 913  | 181 

The  remainder  are  still  on  the  list,reccivmg  gra- 
vays  mflammatorj'  at  the  commencement,  but  during 

and  bowel  complaints,  cutaneous  and  dropsical  affections,  measles,  koopingcough,  smallpox,  &c.  &c. 

Such  persons  are  freijueutly  recommended. 

Not  to  my  knowhilge. 

Yes,  sometimes  tlic  applicant  pleads  poverty,  and 
imposes  on  the  subscriber. 

The  medicines  am  supplied  out  of  the  funds  of 
institution,  and  by  wholesale  druggists. 

By  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

Ordered  by  a managing  committee  from  esta- 
blished dnig^sts. 

The  subscriptions  average  about  1051.;  the 
county  gives  601.,  winch  makes  the  receipts  about 
1551.  per  annum;  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure for  medicine,  &c. ; in  consequence  iny 
salary  has  been  reduced  from  what  my  predecessor 
hod. 

1631.  I 1832.  1 1833. 

Medicine  - £.  29  6 9 1 47  5 6 | 23  6 4 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - 37  0 0 £.  50  6 7i 

1832  - 79  12  6 1 47  G 7J 

1833  - 79  7 0 1 69  12  C 

1831.  18.32.  1833. 

Physician’s  "I 

half-year’s  £.20  0 0 20  0 0 20  0 0 

Salary  - J 

Medicine  - 24  6 17  6 7J  43  12  6 

Rent-  - 6 0 0 - - 0 0 0 

lly  private  subscriptions  and  county  prescut- 
Bicuts  from  the  county  Tyrone  alone. 

By  subscription,  and  presentment  off  the  county 

By  voluntary  contributions,  and  an  annual  graud 
jury  presentment,  obtained  only  from  Tyrone.. 

From  the  pi-esent  state  of  tliefund.«,nobcuufiiial 
chauge  could  be  made  in  their  clistributiou;  but  if 
the  funds  could  be  iucreased  by  making  it  inoperative 
on  grand  juries,  and  not  optional,  to  grant  a sum 
ci]uivalcut  to  the  siibscriptious,  more  efficient  ndief 
oould  bo  rendered  the  poor. 

0,5. 

Wc  caunot  suggest  any  improvement. 

F F 

! cannut. 
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ULSTER — Tyrone. 


CONNAUGHT-Galw, 


Termon  Dispensary. 


Galway  Fever  Hospital. 


Stewartstown  Dispensary. 


Wm,  Broum  WhilieTl,  Esq-,-Su^eon. 


Thomas  Butlierford,  Esq.,  Suigcon. 


The  Mayor  and  Medical  Attends 


Stewartstown  Dispensary,  established  in  the  ye 
1813. 


. Termon  Dispensary,  established  in  the  year 
1828.  There  is  no  other. 


This  hospital  was  built  in  the  year 
the  provisions  of  the  S8  Geo.  S.  c.  47. 


The  dispensary  extends  to  part  of  eight  different 
parishes,  distant  in  onedirection  eight  miles,  in  Ty- 
rone and  part  of  county  of  Londonderry. 


One,  the  parish  of  Tennon  Maguirfc,  in  county 


Since  the  period  of  its  estahiishment,  it  has  hem 
exclusively  appropriated  to  the  receprion  and  relief 
of  the  fever  poor  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  touji 
of  Galway,  and  also  of  such  of  the  poor  of  theenuntv 
at  large  as  may  contract  fever  whilst  sojourning  u 


Dungannon,  Cookstown  and  Moueymore  Dispei 


Omagh  Dispensary  and  Infirmary,  and  Bally- 
gawley  Dispensary. 


I attend  only 
402.  per  annum. 


Personal  attendance  is  given  whenever  required, 
and  1 consider  it  my  duty  to  give  it. 


by  whom  recom- 


A register  has  been  kept ; the  applications  have 
been  attended  to,  and  the  treatment  has  been  ge- 
nerally successfhl. 


1831  1,248 

1832  1,092 

1833  1,154 

Continued  fevers,  rheumatism,  dropsy,  pleurisy,  with 
various  inflammatory  complaints ; wounds,  frac- 
tures, dislocations,  and  accidents  of  various  kinds. 


2,509.  Children  vaccinated,  508.  Diseases 
treated : Dyspepsia,  obstipatia,  psora,  febris,  teterus, 
catarrhus,  pyrosis,  hysteria,  anasarca,  hepatitis, 
lumbago,  p^pitatio,  chlorosis,  phtliisis,  pulmo- 
nalis,  impetigo,  rubeola,  pleurisy,  &c.  &c. 


The  rule  of  the  institution  is,  that  none  should 
get  assistance  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  it  elsewhere } 
but  this  rule  is  often  evaded  by  professions  of  po- 


So  far  as  an  opinion  can  be  formed, 


Sy  a druggist,  and  compounded  at  the  institution, 
the  frinds  not  being  adequate  to  funiish  medicines 
prepared. 


By  the  druggist,  and  ptud  for  by  the  tre.isurer. 


Receipt. 
£.92  10  0 
9G  15  0 
96  14  0 


My  appointment  took  place  since  the  year  end- 
ing November  31,  but  I suppose  the  receipt  and 
expenditure  has  been  about  the  same  annually. 


Expenditure,  1831. 


Surgeon’s  Salary 
Medicine  - 
Rent  - 


Bv  subscriptions,  and  presentment  from  county  I The  funds  for  the  support  of  the  cstablisliie 

•'  ' ' ' rivcdexcliisiveyfromcTOndjuryprescntmenls, 

ytone.  ,he  authority  of  the  S8  Gel  3,  c.  112,  whieh 

II  etiind  juries  to  present  annually  the  sum  of  51 
appear,  however,  from  the  statement  already  made  of  the  several  presentments  made  on  the  belialf  of  this 
it  of  annua!  revenue,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  its  Bovcriiors,  hos  fallen  far  short  of  the  sum  prescribed  by 
deplored,  as  it  necessarily  confines  tlie  oeiieficont  operation  of  this,  the  onlyasylum  for  the  sick-poor  of  Ui 


By  private  snbscriptic 
the. county  of  Tyrone. 


It  ought  not  to  be  concealed  fror 
that  this  liospital,  in  consequence  of 
funds,  is,  besides  being  unprovided  w 
such  an  establishment,  altogetlier  toe 
afford  adequate  accommodation  to  t! 
quiring  its  aid.  It  consists  but  of  foui 

^.lienlly  but  ten  beds,  wiiich  number,  lio 

augment,  to  iho  great  inconvenience  and  disadi 


The  members  .of  the  committee  have  endeavoured, 
in  distributing  the  funds,  to  make  them  as  efficient 
as  possible,  and  of  course  can  point  out  no  im- 
provement. 
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CONNAUGHT— Sligo. 

LEINSTER — Carlow. 

Sligo  Fever  Hospital. 

Carlow  Fever  Hospital. 

Tullow  Fever  Hospital. 

Henry  Irwin,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

M.  W.  Stone,  Esq.,  >i.  n, 

Robert  Sumett,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

Sligo  Fever  Hospital;  in  1817. 

Carlow  Fever  Hospital,  and  Leighlin  Bridge 
Dispensary;  Fe\-er  Hospital  established  1830; 
Diqjensary  1828, 

Tullow  Fever  Hospital,  established  1828. 

All  the  parishes  of  the  county,  and  several  of  the 
neighbouring  ones. 

It  is  a county  hospital,  and  receives  patients  from 
all  parts  of  the  county,  as  also  from  that  part  of 
Queen’s  County  contiguous  to  the  town. 

Five  parishes ; one  in  county  Wicklow. 

Sligo  Infirmary ; Sligo  Dispensary ; St.  John’s 
Dispensary ; Coolaney  Dispensary ; Collooney  Dis- 
pensary, and  Eiverstown  Dispeasoxy. 

Tullow  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hosjntal,  Bag- 
mahtown  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital ; Leigbha 
Bridge  Dispensary. 

Carlow  Infirmary  and  Dispensary;  Clonegal, 
M)-shall,  Hacketstown  and  Castledermot  Dispensa- 
ries; C^low  Fever  Hospital;  Shillelagh  Dispen- 
sary, county  Wicklow. 

There  is  a dispensary  in  the  town,  but  uncon- 
nected with  any  other  establishment.  The  attend- 
ant has  about  801.  per  annum. 

In  one  parish,  Clonegal,  a dts])ensary  exists,  un- 
attached to  any  hospital,  mine  being  the  only  one 
in  the  district.  1 do  not  know  the  salaiy. 

I attend  the  Sligo  and  Coolaney  Dispensaries,  the 
former  in  the  town  with  me,  the  latter  9 miles  dis- 
tant. The  salary  of  the  former,  when  the  fimds 
admit,  65  ?.  7 s.  8<f. ; that  of  the  latter,  461.  3 s.  Id. 
Attendance,  two  days  in  the  week  at  the  former, 
and  one  at  the  latter. 

I attend  but  the  two  alr  eady  named.  The  fever 
hospital  is  in  the  town ; Leighlin  Bridge,  distant 
about  6 miles.  The  fever  hospital,  a daily  attend- 
ance ; salary  601.,  from  which  I provide  and  pay 
an  apothreary.  Leighlin  Bridge  Dispensary ; at- 
tendance is  two  days  in  the  weelc ; salary  601. 

I attend  the  Tullow  County  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital.  I live  in  the  toivn  where  they  are  situated. 
Salaiy,  62 L 10s.  for  each;  three  daysin  tlie  week 
for  dispensary,  daily  in  fever  hospital. 

1 do,  and  an  .apothecary  resides  at  Coolaney,  who 
sees  and  treats  all  urgent  cases  on  all  other  days  of 
the  week. 

Whenever  required. 

I attend  the  poor  in  their  own  homes,  when 
unable  to  attend  at  the  dispensary,  and  to  certify  for 
admission  into  fever  hospi^. 

A general  register  for  each  establishment  is  kept 
for  all  cases,  stating  date,  name,  age,  with  the 
disease,  and  the  result. 

There  is  a register  kept,  so  fer  as  diseases  and 
recommendations,  os  also  the  result. 

A register  is  strictly  and  conectly  kept  in  all 
these  points. 

758  have  been  admitted  into  the  fever  hospital 
within  the  tluee'last  ycaie;  and,  as  ageueral  state- 
ment, fever  c.oses  have  been  pciucipally  treated,  but 
acute  diseases  of  every  kind  have  heen  likewise  ad- 
mitted, when  fever  did  not  prevail  to  a great  estent. 

1832 
1683 
N.l 
at  the 

In 

Hns- 

^6 

0 

?.  Ther 

ad-  ' 
nutted. 
99  1 
98 

e have  bci 
in  Bridge 

Total 

105 

98 

Dispe 

. Cured. 
80 

•ards  of  6, 

Died.j 

6 

7 

,000  t 

In 

Hos- 

pital. 

5 

11 

rested 

249  individuals,  gcneraliy  affected  with  bad  typhus. 

• Occasionally  some  are  admitted  who  are  not  in 
circumstances  to  require  gratuitous  assistance,  espe- 
cially sjulors,  and  shopmen  in  large  families,  as  well  a 
in  private  wards,  and  a small  charge  is  made,  whii'h 

1 I do  not  recollect  any. 

is  apprentices  of  people  in  trade,  who  are  placed 
is  credited  to  the  accouut  of  the  hospital. 

Never,  as  respecting  the  fever  hosjtital. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  from  the  Sligo  Dis- 
pensary, for  which  an  atic<[uate  sum  is  paid  over, 
and  credited  to  that  institution. 

They  aiv  supplied  by  the  druggist,  and  com- 
poundetl  by  the  apothecary,  whom  1 provide,  anil 
pay  out  of  the  salar  y aDowed  for  my  attendance. 
I hope,  under  the  now  regulations,  that  an  apothe- 
eary  will  be  allowed  to  every  such  establishment. 

By  order  of  Comtnittce  to  Boiloau  & George, 
druggists. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 
183!  (Presentment)  461  0 0 424  14  11  ^ 

1832  461  0 0 1 419  4 2 

1833  461  0 0 1 319  16  4 

The  difference  between  receipt  and  cxpendituie  was 

owing  to  tliu  hospital  being  in  delit  in  account  ivith 
the  treasurer,  nt  the  commencement  of  the  account 
ui  1831.  The  expense  of  the  last  year  being  so  low 
'ras  owing  to  the  hospital  being  given  over  as  a cho- 
lera liospital,  for  two  months  of  the  period.  Expen- 
diture  includes  subsistence,  scrv.auts’  wages,  salaries 
to  medical  oflicers,  and  ineJicamculs. 

Receipt 

18'32  - - £.200  0 

1833  - - - 200  0 

1834  - - - 100  0 

GEh'ERAI.  IfE.SDS  OF 

1832. 

Fooii,  fuel  and  1 or  •>  a 
attendance  -/  ^ ^ 

Furniture  &llepaira  7 8 3 

. 1 Ex 

0 £.L 
0 1< 
0 1 i: 

ExrENnn 

1833. 
77  16  1 
71  1 1 

15  17  8 

58  15  8 
34  14  10 
?0'17  7 

1834. 

79  14  9i 
89  6 6 
1 17  4 1 

Receipt  of  county  presentments,  last  tlmce  years, 
4087.  Amount  of  expenditure,  salaries  to  nurses, 
medical  officer,  caterer’s  accounts,  and  medicine, 
with  other  extra  expenses,  4367. 

By  pi-esentmcnt  off  the  county  Sl^o. 

By  piissentiuents  alone,  from  the  county  Carlow. 

By  presentments  from  county  Carlow  only. 

1 cannot. 

I thinlv  the  funds  arc  well  arranged,  but  inade- 
quate to  the  siippoi-t  of  such  an  establishment. 

The  funds  arc  so  adapted  to  the  pressing  wants 
of  those  institutions,  I can  offer  no  euggesrions  re- 
specting them. 
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LEINSTER — Kildare. 


Celbridge  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispcnsaiy. 

Kilcullen  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Naas  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Sir.  Charles  Madden,  Apothecary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Celbridge  Fever  Hoqiital  and  Dispensary,  and 
Newcastle  Dispensary,  for  the  relief  of  proper 
applicants  and  sick  poor ; the  former  established 
in  the  year  1819. 

Kilcullen  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  esta- 
blished in  the  year  1807. 

The  Naas  Fever  Hospital  «ith  a dispensary  at- 
tached; established  in  1817;  the  former  fo/  tli. 
reception  of  patients  laboui-ing  under  oontaeiouj 
fever,  the  latter  for  affording  advice,  attendant 
medicine  to  such  person  as  may  he  recommaoded 
by  subscribers. 

The  union  of  Celbridge  and  Straffhn,  including 
five  parishes,  together  with  Lebtlip  and  Maynooth, 
in  the  county  Kildare,  and  part  of  Kill,  in  the 
county  Dublin. 

Kilcullen,  CarnoUoway,  Ballysax,  Great  Connell, 
Usk,  Davidstown,  BallysLannon,  Two-mile  House, 
Nariagbmore,  Oittown,  Fonstewn,  Bromistown, 
Grogheganstown;  these  in  county  Kildare  ; Bally- 
more,  county  Dublin;  Hollywood,  county  Wicklow. 

Twenty-five,  nineteen  of  which  are  in  the  toimfy 
of  Kildare,  four  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  tso 
in  the  county  of  Dublin.  Persons  become  subscri- 
bers fi-om  those  distant  parishes,  although  dispen- 
saries are  in  their  vicinity,  for  the  purpose  of 
ticipatiug  in  the  benefits  of  the  fever  hospital 

LcbJip,  Maynooth,  Kilcock,  Gape,  Naas,  New- 
castle, Hathcoole,  Gondalkin,  Lucan  and  Dun- 
boyne. 

Naas  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Ballintorc 
Dispensary,  Dunlavin  Dispensajy,  Moorefield  Dis- 
pensaiy,  Kildare  Infirmary. 

Kildare  Infirmary,  Celbridge  Hosintal  and  Bis- 
pensary,  Kilcock,  Slaynooth,  and  Dunlavin  Dispen- 
saries, eack  10  miles  ; Rathcoole  and  Newcastle 
Dispensaries,  each  7 miles ; Kilcullen  Fever  Hospital 
and  Dispensary,  6 miles ; Newbridge  DispeuMiy 
5 miles ; Robertstown  Dispensary,  7 miles ; Claue’ 
4 miles,  and  Donnadea  8 miles.  ' 

Yes.  The  physician  receives  92L  6s.  2d. 
annually ; the  apothecary  receives  92 1.  6 s.  2 d. 
annually,  for  his  attendance,  and  support  of  a 

There  is  a dispensary  at  Moorefield ; my  salaiy 
for  attending  Kilcullen  Fever  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary, 701.  per  annum. 

There  is  not. 

Celbridge  Hospital  and  Dispensary ; the  hos- 
pital visited  twice  daily,  and  dispensary  attended 
three  days  each  week,  and  a daily  attendance  given 
when  called  on  or  necessary. 

No.  Every  day  at  the  liospital ; same  at  tlie 
dispensary,  except  Sundays. 

I attend  only  the  Naas  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispen- 
sary, the  former  daily,  the  latter  three  days  in  the 
week.  The  hospital  is  one  mile  from  my  i-esMence; 
the  dispensary  one  mile  and  a quai-tor;  mysalaryfor 
attendanceonboth,  with  that  of  the  apothecary,  has 
been  for  the  last  three  years  1 201.  uer  annum. 

Whenever  the  nature  of  the  case  demands  it. 

When  brought  to  the  hospital  or  dispensary. 

I do,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  hospital ; the  dispen- 
sary patients  arc  visited  by  a licentiate  apothecaiy, 
who  refers  or  reports  oil  particular  cases  to  me. 

There  is. 

There  is  a register ; applicants  at  dispensary  get 
medicine  and  advice,  with  beneficial  results. 

There  is. 

152  fever  patients  admitted  into  hospital,  and 
17,933  patients  relieved  at  the  dispensary ; treat- 
ment of  diseases  was  general. 

1832 

Coughs,  colds, 
pleurisy,  erup 
worms,  &c. 

Received 

Hospital. 

Received 
Medicine  at 
Dispensary. 

1 Received 

! Hospital.  1 

Received 
hledicine  at 
Dispensary. 

j 1,314  1 2,055 

bowel  complaints,  ague,  rheumatism, 
tion,  piles,  chQdren  affected  with 

' 444  j 

of  whom  1,021  have 

4,471 

been  visited  at  their  own 

Unless  at  the  rerjuest  of  factory  subscribers,  who 
are  entitled  to  relief  ai^eoiding  to  the  rules  of  the 

Very  seldom. 

It  docs,  although  groat  pains  have  been  taken  to 
defeat  such  applications. 

By  Messrs.  Leslie,  druggists,  Dublin. 

In  general  by  the  Apothecaries'  Hali,  and  by  my 
getting  an  order  from  the  committee. 

From  a druggist,  by  order  of  the  committee  or 
treasurer,  who  first  receives  my  certificate  that  suck 
medicines  are  wanting  for  tlie  use  of  the  institutiou. 

1630  - £. 

1831  - 

1832  - 

GENERS 

Salaries,  &c.  - ! 

Mcrlictncs 
Rent,  Repairs, &c. 

Contingencies  - 

Receipt. 
.421  8 f 

312  0 < 

1830. 

£.  s.  d.  1 

83  8 0 
28  8 10 
23  13  10! 
17  0 7i 
28  3 7i 

1 Eep 

1 329 

1^1  356 

F EXPENDIT 

2831.  : 

£.  s.  d. 

25  a 9i 

26  15  8! 
15  3 21 
14  13  3! 

27  2 0 

enditui'O. 

' 9 9^- 
15  11 
: 13  7J 

1832. 

£.  T.  (i. 
220  15  4 
21  4 7J 

13  I G 
20  15  11 J 

. Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - £.356  13  0 1 £,  293  0 11 

1831  - - 236  10  7i  1 323  16  11 

1832  - - 214  7 6 1 268  8 11 

General  Hears  or  Expenditure. — Salaries, 
Provisions,  Medicine,  Fuel,  Bedding,  &c. 

Receipt,  j Expenditure. 

1830  - - - £.686  12  3 £.565  17  8 

1831  - - - 407  17  3 444  13  1 

1832  - - . 437  17  11  | 374  9 11 

1830.  1832.  1832. 

£.7  d.  £.  r.  d.  £.  I.  4. 

Balance  duo  Troasutcr  86  8 2{  — - 

Salaries,  Medicine,  &c.  214  110!  188  18  3 180  0 0 

Provisions,  &e.  - - 22S  iO  8?  214  19  1 183  ij  2 

liepairs,  Sundries  - 36  7 lOi  10  15  9 10  18  9 

^N.  B.^U,lias  rtonuoiui^y  occurre^tlioMhe  Ainih  ita™ 

By  subsaiptions  and  a grant  from  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county  Kildare. 

By  subscriptions  and  donations,  also  present- 
ments off  the  county  Kildaie. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions  and  a grant  by  pre- 
sentmeut  from  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Kildare  alone. 

No ; unless  the  funds  were  adequate  to  give  the 
most  neeessitous  clothing  on  leaving  the  hospital, 
and  some  support  for  a short  period  after  liciug 
discharged. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  a pai  t of  the  funds  might 
be  more  usefully  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  pour, 
in  adding  a ward  to  the  hospital  for  the  icception  of 
sick  and  indigent  not  labouring  uadcr  contagious 
fever,  and  diminishing  the  extent  and  thtreliy  tne 
expense  of  the  dispensary  district. 
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LEINSTER— Kilken:^  t. 


Freshford  Fever  Hospital. 

Kilmaganny  Fever  HospitakndDispensary. 

Stoneyford  and  Kelis  Fever  Hospital 
and  Dispensary. 

James  £sq.,  m.d. 

Bichard  S.  Peile,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Thomas  Bradley,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

There  is  both  an  hospital  and  dispensary  in 
Freshford.  The  object  of  the  hospital  is  to  receive 
poor  persons  attacked  with  fever,  and  thereby  to 
^•ant  the  spread  of  contagion ; established  Anno 
Domini  1824.  The  object  of  the  dispensary  is  to  afl 
.oodiciflal  assistance  to  the  poor  of  the  district ; estai: 

Kiim^anuy  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary, 
established  about  nine  years.  Knocktopher  Dis- 
pensary. 

hrd  medical  and 
dished  1614. 

Stoneyford  and  Kells  Disjicnsary,  with  Fever 
Hospital  attached  ; cstablbhedMay  11th,  1818. 

There  are  nine  parishes,  all  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny. 

Six  parishes.  They  are. 

Enuisnaff,  Annamult,  Kells,  Earlstown,  5Ial- 
larchtown,  Kilree,  Stumcarty,  part  ofBurncbfurch, 
part  of  Knocktopher,  part  of  Jerpoint,  part  of 
Dunamaffon,  all  in  the  county  Kilkenny. 

County  Infirmary  and  Fever  Hospital  of  Kil- 
kenny; Ballyragget,  Urlingford,  Burrow,  Johns- 
temi  and  Kilkenny  Dispensaries. 

Carrick-on-Suir,  Pilltown,  Whitechurch, 
Knocktopher,  Stoneyford,  Callan,  Thomastown ; 
an  hospital  in  Carrick-on-Suir  and  a small  one  in 
Stoneyford. 

Kilkenny,  Thoroastowu,  Knocktopher,  Kilmag- 
ganny,  CaUan,  Gowran. 

There  is  hut  one  hospital  and  dispensary  in  my 
dbtrict;  they  are  entirely  distinct.  My  own  salary, 
end  the  salary  of  the  apothecary,  bodi  amount  to 
100/-  per  annmh  for  the  dispensary  ; I attend  the 
fever  hospital  gratis. 

An  hospital  attached  to  the  dispensary  of  Kii- 
mi^anny.  Salary  for  both,  92  1.  6 s.  2d.  perann. 
with  a house. 

I do  not  attend  any  dbpensary  or  hospital  but 
those  above  stated;  both  are  in  the  town  of  Fresh- 
ford  ; I attend  them  daily. 

I do.  Kilmaganny  Hospital  and  Dispensary  ; 
also,  ICnoelttnpher  Dispensury,  distant  from  Kil- 
maganny, five  miles.  Salary  for  Kilmagaeiuy, 
took  Wsh;  for  Knocktopher,  40  k ; three  days 
each  di^easary,  required  for  attendance. 

No. 

Certainly,  in  most  cases. 

Certainly  I do. 

Certainly. 

There  is  such  a registry  kept,  and  I have  dis- 
posed of  most  of  the  cases  by  giving  my  own  at- 
tendance when  necessary,  and  generally  with  a 
favourable  result. 

There  is. 

There  is  a correct  registry  kept ; all  applica- 
tions promptly  attended  to. 

Fever  Cases,  j Cholera  Cases. 
311  I 31 

1 

1 Total. 

342 

i 

Number  relieved  at  dispensary  the  last  three 
years  about  5,000  ; besides  those  visited  at  their 
houses  who  were  unable  to  attend.  Admitted  into 
fever  hospital  for  three  years,  106;  discharged 
cured,  97;  died,  9. 

Tlie  general  run  of  diseases. 

Since  my  appointment  to  tliis  dispensary,  which 
tool;  place  in  January  1633  (one  year),  there  have 
been  600  relieved  under  various  diseases. 

Such  cases  may  have  sometimes  occurred  throt^h 
ignorance  ou  the  part  of  the  subscribers,  as  to  the 
circumstances  of  those  who  applied  for  relief. 

Sometimes, 

assistance  who  holds  more  than  five  acre 
family  it  appears  to  the  subscriber  that  tl 

The  fijllowing  resolution  appears  on  the  face  of 
the  books:  “No  person  is  allowed  to  get  gratuitous 
s of  laud,  unless  from  length  of  disease  or  a large 
le  applicant  cannot  pay  for  amedicai  person.” 

I aupplv  the  medicines  for  the  hospital  for  6 f.  a 
year,  by  contract. 

By  contract,  with  the  medical  attendant. 

The  medicines  have  been  hitherto  supplied  by 
the  treasurer ; 1 have  been  allowed  the  sum  of  16f. 
for  the  last  year  for  supplying  tlann. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

183!  - £.82  14  Ij  £ 81  10  C 

1632  - - 81  2 7 1 82  5 8 

1833  - - 86  11  0 I 55  9 2i 

Balance  in  hand  - - - £.  31  1 9i 

The  hospital  teas  kept  for  the  reception  of  cholera 
patients  for  six  months  of  the  last  year,  and  there- 
foie  admitted  no  fever  patients  for  that  period. 

Expenditure. 

Siirgecn’s  Salary  - s£.  276  18  5J 

Nui-se- Tenders  - - 65  0 0 

Medirino  - - - 114  0 0 

Receipt  and  Expenditure  nearly  equal.  All  ne- 
cessaries supplied  in  the  hospital  gratuitous  to 
patients ; in  other  hospitals  they  pay  for  them. 

The  treasurer  of  this  dispensary  is  iu  Bath ; I 
have  therefore  Jiirnislied  the  items  as  correct  as 
possible. — R.  S.  P. 

Receipt. 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - 138  4 0 

1832  - - 152  5 0 

1833  - - - 83  1.3  0 

Genehal  Heads  OF  ExpentitURe;  Saiarica, 
Medicine,  Rout,  &c. 

By  private  subscription,  and  grand  jury  pre- 
sentment off  the  county  of  Kilkenny  alone. 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  fiom  the 
county  Kilkenny  alone.  Double  the  amount  of 
subscription  presented  for  fever  hospital. 

Local  subscriptions,  and  presentments  obtained 
from  the  county  Kilkenny. 

I camiot. 

The  hospital  contains  twenty  beds  for  fever  pa- 
tients ; I think  if  two  surgical  wards  wei-e  added  for 
accidents  that  mav  be  of  such  a nature  as  to  render 
them  unsafe  to  remove  to  the  county  mfirmary,  ^d 
for  the  purpose  of  operations  requmng  immediate 
! surgical  aid,  it  would  he  of  much  benefit  to  the  dis- 
1 trict,  the  county  hospital  being  twelve  miles  distant 

1 cannot. 

0.5.  G G 
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LEINSTER — King’s  County— Meath. 


Parsonstown  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

County  Meath  Fever  Hospital  at  Kells. 

Coimty  Meath  Fever  Hospital  at  Navan, 

John  Waters,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Henry  Pentland,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Peter  Gilroy,  Esq.,  M.n. 

PareoDstown  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospitai, 
established  in  1809. 

The  county  Meath  Fever  Hospital,  established 
the  16th  September  1817. 

The  hospital  under  my  care  is  a county  fever 
hospital,  but  19  called  the  Navan  Fever  Hospital 

It  was  establishcdin  the  year  1818.  ‘ ’ 

One.  ' 

All  the  parishes  in  the  county  must  be  said  to 
be  in  my  district,  as  the  hospital  is  for  the  use  of 
the  county  at  large. 

We  receive  patients  from  all  parts  of  the  county 
and  frequently  straugers. 

Roscrea,  Shinronc,  Kiunitty,  Banaghcr  and 
Frankford  Dispensaries. 

There  is  a fever  hospital  at  Navan,  a dispensary 
at  Athboy,  Crossakiol,  Moynalty  and  KUmainham, 
Navan,  Oldoastle,  Kells  and  Closmellon. 

The  ^lls  Fever  Hospital,  within  eight  miles- 
the  Trim  Dispensary,  within  seven  miles;  the 
Duleelc Dispensary,  within  nine  miles;  the  Slanc 
Dispensary,  sis  miles ; the  Athboy  and  Kells  Dis- 
pensavies,  nine  miles. 

No. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  Count)’  In- 
firmary in  Navan,  for  which  the  surgeon  has,  1 be- 
lieve, 200 1,  a year. 

There  is  a dispensary  attaclied  to  the  infirmaiy 
in  this  town  called  the  County  of  Sleath  lufinnar)-. 
The  salary  of  the  suigeon  is  1811.  16s.  9rf. 
British  per  annum,  for  attending  the  infirmary  aud 
dispensary. 

I attend  only  the  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary 
here ; salary  for  both,  601.  per  annum. 

I attend  only  the  County  Fever  Hospital,  for 
which  I receive  Irut  50 1.  a year,  and  am  obliged  to 
attend  every  day,  and  at  all  hours  that  it  is  neces- 

I attend  the  Navan  Faver  Hospital  only,  within 
a quarter  of  a mile  of  my  residence.  Salary,  50/, 
[jer  annum ; attendance  daily,  and  I often  vhit 
more  than  once  during  the  day,  and  sometimes  at 
night. 

Yes,  where  the  patients  are  paupers,  and  not 
otherwise. 

Decidedly. 

I give  my  own  personal  attendance  in  every 

I have  been  in  charge  of  the  establislunents  but 
for  the  last  three  months ; before  that  time  there 
was  not  any  registry  kept. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  every  case  admitted. 
It  is  merely  required  to  know  that  the  person  ap- 
plying for  admission  has  fever,  and  is  from  some 
part  M the  county  Meath. 

A registry  has  been  regularly  kept  of  all  tlie  eases 
admitted,  and  how  disposed  of,  with  the  result. 

1831  - - - 119  ■ 

1832  - - - 139 

. 1833  - - - 118  . 

All  labouring  under  fev’er. 

- 

Number 

Admitted. 

Number 

of 

Kosoitul. 

Number 
of  Days  each 
wnsinHospilal 

Average 
Espense 
of each 
Patient  per 

1830  1 
Fev 

^13  : 
1!M 

ers,  and  g. 

Hit 

6,4DG 

encrally  ol 

24  l-3d 
30  J 

’ a bad  type. 

Not  that  I am  awai'e  of. 

Very  seldom. 

Tlie  persons  who  participate  in  our  charity  ate  in 
general  very  poor,  and  none  who  do  not  require 
such  assistance. 

By  order  of  the  secretary,  fiom  Messrs.  Boileau 
& Geoige,  Dublin. 

By  Messrs.  Boileau  Sz  George,  and  paid  for  out 
of  tlie  hospital  funds. 

They  ore  supplied  by  Messrs.  Pollock  & Co.,  of 
Dublin,  and  dispensed  by  Mr.  Timmou,  a residcut 
apothecary  in  Navan. 

I could  not  procure  any  accounts  of  expenditure 
previous  to  my  being  appointed. 

Annual  Receipt  - - - £.352  2 0 

Annual  Expenditure  about  - £.  330  0 0 

Receipt. 

1830  - £.300  0 0 

1831  - 400  0 0 

1832  - 350  0 0 1 

GltKJinAI.  HEADS  OF  EX 

1830.  j I 

Salaries  - £.94  0 0 ' 94 

Medicine  - 20  0 0 , 20 

Provisions  and  Ig..  . . ' , 

Nurse-tenders ® ^ 

£3*” 

32 

33 

I'KNMTI 

831. 

0 0 
0 0 
10  9 ; 

inditiire. 

6 10  9 
4 11  10 

1832. 

94  0 0 
20  0 0 
120  11  10 

By  voluntary  contributions,  and  presentments 
fi'om  the  King’s  County. 

By  presentmfflts  from  the  county  Meath  gi’antl 
jury. 

By  presentments  and  subscriptions;  present- 
ments from  county  of  Meath  only. 

I cannot. 

The  funds  are  at  present  low,  and  I do  not  know 
of  any  alteration  that  could  be  made  in  their  distri- 
bution for  the  better.  If  the  fluids  were  iactcaseD, 
improvements  might  be  made.  It  is  to  be  lamented 
that  physicians  are  not  as  well  paid  for  attending 
fever  hospitals  as  the  medical  officers  of  other  insti- 
tutions, eith.er  medical  or  surgical. 
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fur  mquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND, 


LEINSTER — Quees’s  County — Westmeath — Wexford. 


Abbeyleix  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

CastlepoUard  Fever  Hospital  and  j Artliurstown  Fever  Ho^itaL  and 

Dispensary.  , | Dispensary. 

William  Soxwell,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

M.  Kenny,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

R.  Long,  Esq.,  ii.  d. 

Abbeylebc  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

CastlepoUard  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 
I also  attend  the  Druracree  Dispensary.  1 did  not 
attend  those  institutions  at  their  formation;  but 
I believe  the  CastlepoUard  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital  to  be  established  about  20  years,  the 
Drumcree  Dispensary  about  ten  yoare. 

Arthurstowu  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital : 
those  include  two  dispensaries  ; one  at  Artliurstown, 
tlie  other  at  WhitechurcU ; but  supported  without 
distinction  of  funds. 

The  entire  of  the  parish  of  Abbeyleix,  and  por- 
tions of  the  parishes  of  Ballj-roao,  Clonenagh,  Kil- 
orinogh  and  Ahavoe. 

Five  parishes ; they  are  all  in  the  county  of 
Westmeath. 

Six  parishes,  forming  two  unions  in  the  county 
of  Wexford. 

hfarvboroiigU  County  Infirmary,  nine  miles ; Bal- 
linakill  Dispensary,  three  miles ; Durrow,  five  inUes; 
Mountrath  Dispensary,  nine  miles ; Ballyragget 
Dispensary,  eight  miles. 

Five  dispensaries,  one  infirmary,  one  fever  hos- 
pital, within  ten  miles.  I 

One  disiwnsary  at  Fethard,  live  miles  off 
another  at  Bai'row,  nine  miles  off 

No  other  dispensary  within  my  district. 

made  mention.  For  my  attendar 
jiital  I get  1201.  a year;  from  th 
the  subscriptions,  30 1.  or  40 1.  a 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  within 
my  district  but  those  I attend,  and  of  which  I have  i 
ice  on  the  CastlepoUard  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hos-  I 
e Drumcree  Dispensary,  according  to  the  amount  of  I 
vear.  There  is  no  bouse  or  other  emolument.  | 

Two  dispensaries  attached  to  the  Fever  Hospital. 
Medical  sdary  for  attendance  on  aU,  85  1.  a year, 
without  any  other  emolument. 

I attend  the  Ahbeyleix  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital,  none  other,  both  in  the  town  with  me. 
Salary,  92h  6s.  2tl  per  annum  for  attending 
hotii ; attendance  at  dispensary  tmee  a week ; fever 
hospital  every  day. 

I attend  the  CastlepoUard  Dispensary  two  days 
in  the  week,  but  if  required,  daUy.  The  Fever  Hos. 
pita!  I atlend  every  day.^Salar^  for  both,  The  Dru- 

fo'tol^annui'ly!'’ ° 

I attend  the  Arthuistown  Dispensary,  and  White- 
church  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital.  White- 
church  is  five  miles  distant,  the  Fever  Hospital  two 
miles.  Whitcchurch  is  attended  on  two  days,  and 
Arthui-stown  on  two  days  each  week.  Tlie  IWr 

Ido'to  all  who  procure  a recommendation  from 
j subscriber,  or  in  cases  of  accident. 

I do,  whenever  it  is  possible ; if  not,  a skUfui  apo- 
thecary attends  them,  or  gives  them  advice  and 

Certainly. 

Subscribers’  tickets  arc  filed,  with  the  disease 
and  prescription  attached  to  tliem  ; wherever  at- 
tendance at  their  residence  is  requirod,  they  are 
visited  as  soon  as  possible. 

A register  of  the  cases  admitted  is  kept ; but  the 
residences  of  the  patients  are  often  at  such  a dis- 
tance that  it  is  impossible  in  many  cases  to  ascer- 
tain the  result  of  treatment, 

There  is  a regular  register  kept,  and  a column, 
denoting  the  visits  to  each  patient  at  their  omi 
houses. 

Tlie  average  number  of  patients  relieved,  each 
\-ear  is  about  3,000 ; the  diwascs  comprise  fevers, 
iung  diseases,  diseases  of  women  and  children,  mid- 
wifery cases,  and  surgical  cases  of  every  description. 

Fever  cases  admitted  into  hospital,  158.  Dis- 
pensai-y  patients,  many  receiving  attendance  at 
theirown  houses,  12,831  ; a large  proportion  of 
which  are  colds  and  pectoral  complaints,  diarrhcea 
and  intermittent  fever. 

There  were  but  24  patients  received  into  the 
Fever  Hospital  labouring  under  typhus  fever, 
during  1831-1832.  No  patients  in  1833. 

Very  often ; subscribers  recommend  their  ser- 
\-aats  and  better  rank  of  tenantry. 

It  does  not  often  happen  that  the  subscribci's  re- 
commend to  the  charity  persons  capable  of  jiaying 
apbysician;  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  dlspcn! 
character  and  lessened  the  incomes  of  the  regularly 

I think  not. 

aries  have  lowered  the 
educated  physician. 

The  medicine  is  procured  from  a druggist  in 
Dublin  ; made  up  and  dispensed  by  an  apothecary 
appointed  to  the  establishment  at  a salary  of  25  1. 
per  annum. 

The  subscribers  contract  with  an  apothecary 
residing  in  CastlepoUard  for  the  medicine.  He  is 
obliged  to  give  his  attendance.  The  medical  atten- 
dant is  responsible  tliat  the  medicines  are  good. 

By  a druggist  in  Waterford. 

Annual  Receipt  | Annual  E.vpenditure. 
Subscriptions -£.  96  0 0 Salaries  •£.  117  0 0 

Presentment  - 58  0 0 | Medicine  - 30  0 0 

f.  154  0 0 1 £.147  0 0 

Hospital  Expenditure. 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - 104  5 

1832  - - - 84  14  8 

1833  - - - 74  12  2 

Dispensary  annual  Exjicnditurc,  I73i.  Ts.S^-rf. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

IS31  - £.135  2 6 1 £.141  8 11 

1832  - 135  0 6 126  10  1 

1833  - 120  4 11  I 111  6 0 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  by  grand  jury  pie- 
scuudcnt  from  the  Queen’s  County  only. 

The  Castle])o!lard  Dispensary  is  supported,  one- 
half  by  private  subscriptions,  and  the  county  pre- 
sents an  equal  sum,  whilst,  for  tlie  supjKirt  of  the 
Fevei'  Hospital,  a sum  dwible  to  that  subscribed  is 
pressnied  for,  and  granted  by  the  county. 

By  private  subscriptions,  and  annual  grant  from 
the  Ciunty  M'exford  Grand  Jury. 

1 would  suggest  that  the  physician  should  have 
the  pmver  of  ordering  meal  and  milk,  when  ueces- 
*«}■,  to  extern  patients. 

None  at  present,  as  the  subscribers  from  time  to 
time,  at  tlioir  meetings,  make  such  alterations  as 
they  deem  fit,  or  as  the  metlical  attendant  suggests. 

None,  in  the  present  stale  of  the  funds. 

O.j. 
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SUPPLliMl^NT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PAUT  I.,  PIRSF  REPORT  r/ COMMISSIONERS 


LEINSTER— Wexford. 


Castleborou^h  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

EnniscortW  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Gorey  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensarj-. 

The  Treasurer. 

Medical  Attendants. 

James  Hamilton,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Castlehorough  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary, 
established  l<j22,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  every 
large  district,  bciog  nearly  the  whole  of  five 
parishes. 

Enniscorthy  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary, 
established  in  the  year  1615. 

Gorey  Dispensary ; witliin  a few  years  a Fever 
Hospital  has  been  established,  built  by  the  county 

The  greater  part  of  five  parishes. 

Seven  ; all  in  the  county  Wexford. 

There  is  no  particular  limit,  any  pci-sons  recom. 
mended  by  a subscriber  from  any  part  bciue  a|. 
tended.  ' 

Euniscorthy,  seven  miles  from  the  centre  of  the 
district ; Ross,  ten  miles. 

Ferns  Dispensary ; Oidart  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary ; Castlebridge  Dispensary ; Camolin 
Dispensary. 

It  is  difficult  to  answer  this,  there  are  so  many  j 
Ai’klow,  within  nine  miles,  Coolgamiey,  six' 
Limerick,  three;  Carnew,  eight;  Killena,  four  • 
Ferns,  nine  ; Camolin,  six. 

Tlie  dispensary  was  attached  to  the  surgeon’s 
residence ; the  fever  hospital  a separate  house. 
The  surgeon’s  salary  for  attending  both  and  com- 
pounding medicine,  \0H.  per  annum. 

No. 

We  had,  till  lately,  a separate  house,  with  beds, 
for  a dispensary,  tlie  fever  hospital  being  distiuet ; 
but  our  funds  were  insufficient,  and  we  have  our 
dispcns.ary  without  beds  for  interns  attached  to  the 
fever  hospital. 

The  dispensaiy  open  two  days  in  every  week, 
when  the  surgeon  was  expected  not  to  be  absent ; 
on  other  days  he  visited  such  poor  patients  as  liad 
tickets  from  subscribers. 

No.  Salary  for  this  institution,  lOOf.  per 
annum.  Fever  Hospital  attended  every  day  ; and 
the  dispensary  thiee  days  per  week. 

1 attend  only  the  Gorey  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital;  the  fever  hospital  daily;  at  the  dis- 
pensary three  times  a week,  .and  frequently  ax 
days  when  any  sickness  prevails.  For  the  fever 
hospital  I receive  40  7.  per  annum,  and  for  the 
dispensary  60  7.  per  annum. 

The  district  was  so  large,  as  to  occupy  most  of 
his  time. 

Yes. 

In  nil  particular  cases  I must  attend  within  three 
miles  round,  including  the  town  of  Gorey. 

Always. 

A register  is  kept  of  each  application ; but  as 
to  the  result,  it  would  be  impossible,  in  consequence 
of  the  patients  seldom  attending  to  report  the  ter- 
minatiuu  of  their  illness. 

We  have  always  a register  of  tlie  cases,  but  the 
results  are  not  rocoided,  from  the  carelessnaa  of 
patients  not  attuading  wlien  relieved  or  cured. 

The  number  of  patients  relieved  at  the  dispensaiy 
annually  averaged  5,000. 

Pneumonia,  pleurilis,  phthisis  and  other  pul- 
monic affections;  dysijepsia,  diarrhoia,  dysentery, 
hepatitis,  culica  and  other  abdominal  diseases; 
fm  ers,  cutaneous  and  exanthematous  eruptions, 
cholera,  accidents  and  a great  variety  of  mis- 
cellaneous cases. 

We  have  on  an  average  3,000  patients  iu  the 
year,  of  various  diseases,  as  fever,  infianimatory 
affections ; a great  deal  of  bowel  and  dysenteric 
affections,  and  of  pulmonary  coinpUiuCs. 

The  dispensary  open  to  occupying  fanners  ; but 
all  over  that  class  obliged  to  pay  for  medicine, 
attendance,  &c. 

A great  number. 

Not  often ; we  have  rule  that  persons  able  to 
pay  for  medicine  and  not  advice,  get  the  latter  gratis, 
and  pay  for  the  former  at  any  apothecary’s  they 
choose  to  ito  to. 

Ordered  by  the  doctor  from  J.  & J.  Butler’s, 
Dublin. 

By  Messrs.  P.  A.  & C.  Leslie,  Dublin,  and 
order  of  the  secretary. 

By  Messrs.  BoDeau  & George,  and  ah  apothecary 
at  a salary  of  20  7.  a year  compounds  thera,  as  no 
physician  could  compound  them  with  justice  to  the 
numerous  patients  to  be  prescribed  for. 

Receipt.  1 Expeuditiirc. 

1831  -£.150  28  0 £.148  19  10 

1832  - 139  1 0 1 139  1 0 

1833  - 138  15  0 1 ISO  9 6 

CENEUAL  HEAPS  OF  EXPENDITUILE. 

1831.  j 1832.1  1833. 

Ssilarv  - - £.51  0 0 51  0 o'  51  0 0 

Medicine, Wine, &c.  49  19  6 43  17  6 '.  47  19  6 

Diet,  Clothes,  &c.  48  0 4 44  3 6 j 51  10  0 

Receipt. 

1831.  1S32.  1833. 

Balauce  r £.  134  10  3 53  7 4 44  15  2' 

Subscriptions  119  2 11  119  19  0 126  2 3 

Presentment  238  5 10  239  19  6 239  19  6 

Expenditure, 

1831.  1 1832.  j 1833. 

Salaries  - £.100  0 0 100  0 0 100  0 0 

11  s;268  11  4i223  4 7 

The  average  expense  of  the  Hospital  for  food, 
nurse-tender,  wine,  &c.  - - £•  100  0 0 

Averageexpense  ofDispensary  for1_  g 0 

Salaries  and  Medicine  - - j 

By  voluntary  subscription,  of  landlords,  elevgy- 
nicn  of  all  persuasions  and  other  individuals  ; ant 
also  by  presentment. 

By  public  subscription  and  presentment  from 
.the  county  Wexford. 

Tlie  dispensary  is  supported  by  subscription, 
and  a grand  jurv  grant  of  equal  amoimt.  The 
fever  hospital  by  a grand  jury  grant,  without  sub- 

The  salaries  are  generally  too  high  ; a very  clever 
mail  cannot  afford  to  give  up  private  practice ; ant 
if  the  district  is  large,  public  and  ]>rivatc  practice 
iuterfere  very  much.  A less  edieicDt  surgeon  would 
generally  be  more  useful,  and  devote  more  of  his 
fever  hospital  have  this  year  been  suspended  iu  cons, 
but  they  will  again  be  resumed.  1 have  made  out 

In  consequence  of  an  hospital  being  attached  to 
this  dispensary,  we  cannot  suggest  any  better  ap- 
propriation of  the  funds. 

time  at  a smaller  salary.  Tlie  dispensary  and 
ijuencc  of  a diffcrciico  amongst  the  eubscribcis  ; 
tlie  returns  my.’clf,  as  well  as  I could. 

The  fimds  cannot  be  more  usefully  devoted  th^ 

atpre.^ennosftraslhey^go,hutifvveWre^^^^ 
g"nctaTmnof'rseMM'l"o’urdte  much  curtailed. 
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Ke'V  Koss  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

NcwtoviiBaiTy  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Ouiart  Fever  Hospital  aud  Dispensarv. 

ConimitWe  and  Medical  Attendant. 

JaKn  Young,  Estj.,  Suvgcim. 

Richard  Read,  Esq,,  ii.  d. 

New  lloss  Houghton  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispen- 
sary, together  with  a local  infirmary  for  the  relief 
of  non-contagious,  medical  and  surgical  cases;  dis- 
pensary established  in  1794,  andcomiected  with  the 
above  in  1809. 

Tlie  Newtown  Barry  Fever  Hospital  and  Dis- 

Tlie  Oulart  Fei-er  Hospital  and  Dispensan',  esta- 
blished in  January  1827. 

St.  JIaiy's,  .and  part  of  Ballyane,  all  io  same 
county. 

Two  parishes  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  and  part 
of  two  in  the  county  of  Carlow. 

Nine  parishes,  viz.  Kilnemaiin^h,  Killencooley’ 
Miclna,  Ballp-aldon,  Kilmuckridge,  Kilcormiick’ 
Ballyhusfcard,  the  Union  of  Castle  Ellis  and  Mona- 
molin,  all  in  the  barony  of  Baliaghkecn  and  county 
of  Wexford. 

Ljong-in  Hospital  of  Ross,  and  Dispensary  of 
Whitcchiirch,  in  same  county ; Dispensary  of  Innis- 
lioguu  and  of  Graig,  in  county  of  KiUcenny. 

Six  dispensaries  and  one  fever  hospital ; namely, 
Myshall,  Tullow,  Cai'uew,  Ferns,  Castleborough 
and  Clonegal, 

Killena,  Camolin,  Ferns,  Euuiscorthy  ami  Castle- 
bridge  ; the  nearest  is  Killena,  which  is  sovon  Irish 
miles  distant. 

No.  None. 

There  is  no  dispensary  or  hospital  within  my 
district. 

1 There  is  no  other  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the 
1 barony  of  Balloglikceo. 

No. 

I attend  but  one  dispensary  and  fever  hospital. 

of  the  pot 

It  is  my  duty  to  attend  at  the  dispensary  on  Moii- 
liay,  Wednesday  and  Friday  in  each  week,  from 
eleven  until  two  o'clock,  and  at  the  Fever  Hospital 
daily,  or  oftener  if  necessar)' ; and  also  to  attend  such 
11  at  their  own  houses  as  are  unable  to  attend  at  the 
V,  upon  a written  request  signed  bv  two  governors. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

A register  is  kept  of  extern  and  intern  patients 
who  apply  for  relief ; the  result  has  materially  tended 
to  tlie  advantage  of  the  sick  poor,  both  in  the  pre- 
vention and  removal  of  disease. 

There  is  no  registry  kept  of  patients  viated  at 
their  own  houses. 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  applications  to  tliu 
dispensary ; as  to  the  result  of  these  applications,  I 
cannot  give  a correct  answer,  the  patients,  who  ge- 
nerally labour  under  chronic  diseases,  attending  very 
irregularly. 

Intern  patients,  872;  extern  patients,  10,500; 
cholera  patients,  not  included  in  the  foregoing,  506. 
Fevers,  cholera,  influenza,  chronic,  medical  and  sur- 

I cannot  answer  this  question. 

The  number  of  persons  attended  to  for  the  last 
three  years  were  4,192.  Tlie  nature  of  their  dis- 
eases were  those  of  tho  chest,  rheuinatism,  diar- 
rhtaa,  dysentery,  &c.  &c. 

It  may  occur,  but  not  intentionally,  the  object 
being  solely  to  relieve  the  sick  poor. 

Such  may  receive  medical  and  surgical  advice, 
but  not  medicine. 

Frequently.  The  governors,  cither  from  igno- 
rance of  the  applicants'  circumstances,  or  some  other 
cause,  recommend  persons  who  are  able  to  jirocurc 
medicines  and  advice. 

Medicines  are  supplied  to  all  the  establishments 
from  a compounding  department  upon  the  pfemises, 
supported  by  the  funds  of  the  establishments.  The 
uiidicines  are  procured  from  a wholesale  drugeist 
U Dublin. 

They  are  jnovided  by  the  funds  of  the  dispen- 
sai-y  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  druggists, 
Bride- street,  Dublin. 

By  the  Governors  and  Company  of  die  Apnthe- 
coi'ies'  Hall,  Duhliu. 

RSOKirT.  1 ExPSNDITURS. 

I cannot 
answer  tliis 
question, 
having  the 
charge  of  the 
dispensary 
but  for  the 
lost  six 
months. 

Receipt.  1 

1831  £.346  19  2 

1832  - 169  18  10 j| 

1833  - 230  19  7 | 

oExeiiAi.  iiaADs  or  s 
1831. 
£.  t.  d. 

Salery  - - - - 31  3 0 
MctliciDC  - - - 48  4 G| 
Provisions,  &c.  - 61  2 7| 

Ropaits  - . . 6D  4 5 

1 Expenditure. 

1 £.255  14  7 
197  11  4J 
241  9 91 

1832.  18.33. 

^ s.  rf.  £ ».  d. 

49  } Ij  62  111  loj 
23  0 2 50  12  21 

Hospital.  1 ISBl, 

Preseiuments  - - 220  0 0 

Subscriptions  - - | 2 12  3 

From  lleprosent.alives 

laic  Henry  Honshloo  250  10  3 

Inlcvwt  oil  Bridge  i 

flebetiinres  - - 1 - - 

Mn.  Paul's  legacy  - 1 ft  .5  0 

^0  o"o2M  *6*0 
S19  1110 

218  9 3 2CG13  5 

- - j 10  0 0 

1 Hospilal. 

Sulisisienco  . . - . 

1 Nur5e.tenders,inodiome,&o.  - 
I’iiysician,  cools,  candles,  &c. 
Furniture,  ground  rents,  &c.  - 
&. 

Dispensary. 

Salary  w Apothecaiy  - 
Medicine,  lard,  vinegar  & linen 

Cowjiock  and  postages  - - j 

Proportion  of  rent,  wine,  &c.  - 

1831. 
£.  r.  d. 
210  310 
148  17  4 

1832.  1 1833. 

£.  s.  d.  U.  s.  d. 

252  18  U195II  9 
16511  10  12610  7 
170  1 24179  2 3 
4517  n 18  9 9 

073  8 0 

644  8 3 i S20  0 4 

5810  0 

52  10  0 
74  17  10 

10  7 7 

11  3 0 1 

.5410  0 
41  311 
3412  8 

454  8 4 477  19  5 

Fressnimptils  - . 82  19  10 

Subscriptions  - . 8-1  U 11 

84  11  11  88  0 6 

£.  !ib7  n 0117212  5 175  11  10 

Killl  2 

148  Is  5 1 

;I3012  7 

1 

By  endowments  from  the  Ballyane  family,  by  pre- 
smliueDts  from  tlie  county  Wexford  grand  jury; 
'T  legacies,  voluntary  subscriptions  and  dona- 

By  suliscription,  and  presentment  from  the 
county  Wexford  only. 

By  private  subscrijitions,  and  by  ])rcsentiuculs 
from  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Wexford. 

Wi!  cannot. 

I am  of  ojiinioii  that  tlie  funds  of  tills  dispensary 
are  disposed  of  with  most  advantage  to  the  poor. 

^•5'  il  H 
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Wexford  Feyer  Hospital. 

Arklow  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Bray  Fever  Hospital,  Cholera  Hospital 
and  Dispensary.  ’ 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

D.  Wright,  Esq.,  M.  n. 

iV.Ar#ormzn,Esq.,M.  n. 

County  of  Wexford  Fever  Hospital,  establislied 
in  181S,  for  the  reception  of  patients  ill  of  fever, 
and  placed  under  the  provisions  of  the  58th  Geo.  3, 
in  1818. 

Arklow  Fever-Hospital  for  fevers,  established  in 
1818.  Arklow  Dispensary,  estabbshed  in  1807, 
for  affording  advice,  medicine  and  surgical  aid; 
also  nourishment  to  the  sick  poor. 

Bray  Fever  Hospital,  established  in  1818;  Brav 
Cholera  Hospital,  established  in  1832;  Bray  Dis^ 
pensary,  for  relief  of  sick  poor  of  the  uarisL  i«h.' 
blishedinl812. 

All  the  parishes  of  the  county  of  Wexford  have 
tlie  privilege  of  sending  patients. 

Two,  and  part  of  two  more,  all  in  the  same 
county. 

Three,  in  counties  of  Wicklow  and  Dublin. 

The  following  dispensaries  are  within  1 0 miles ; 
viz.  Broadway,  Bridgetown,  Taghmon  and  Castle- 

Rathdrum,  Gorey,  and  Aughrim  Dispensaries; 
Gorey  Fever  Hospital. 

Rathdown,  Killiney,  Enuiskerry,  Delgany,  Nck. 
town  Mount  Kennedy. 

There  are  several  attached  to  fever  hospitals,  and 
there  is  one  in  connexion  with  the  Wexford  Infirm- 
ary, but  tlrcre  is  not  one  attaclied  to  this  institution. 

. No. 

Not  any. 

There  are  four  physicians  attending,  in  monthly 
rotation,  at  26  guineas  per  annum  each.  When 
the  number  of  patients  exceeds  30,  ftvo  of  these 
medical  gentlemen  attend  together. 

One  dispensary  anil  one  fever  hospital ; residence, 
a few  minutes  walk  from  both  ; salary,  73  /.  a year 
for  dispensary ; 327.  for  fever  hospital.  Three  days 
a week  at  dispensary ; daily  at  fever  hospital. 

I attend  the  Bray  Fever  Hospital,  the  Brav 
Cliolera  Hospitid,  and  the  Dispensaiy  at  Brav,  not 
distant  one-eighth  of  a mile,  and  receive  for  tbe 
entire,  1307.  per  annum. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Ido. 

AU  who  apply  are  admitted,  and  a registry  is  kept.  ' 

Yes.  ' 

There  is. 

1831' 251 

1832  181 

1833  172  , 

The  diseases  come  under  the  general  class  of  fevers.  ^ 

16,262  pulmonary  and  bowel  complaints,  all 
liinds  of  infl.immatory  diseases,  agues,  rheumatism, 
diseases  of  the  skin,  scrofula,  all  diseases  of  women 
and  children,  wounds,  fractures,  &e.  3:c. 

6,437  j all  diseases  incident  to  this  eoiuitry. 

None  but  paupers  present  themselves  for  ad- 

Many  such  get  gratuitous  advice,  but  as  jnucb 
care  is  talcen  as  possible  to  guard  against  impo- 
sition. “ 

By  Dublin  druggists,  Messrs.  Boileau  & George. 

The  medicines  are  procured  from  a wholesale 
druggist,  ordered  and  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  of 
the  institution. 

By  Messrs,  Boileau  & George,  dniggiats.  in 
Dublin. 

Receipt.  ] Expenditure. 

1831  (Presentment)  £.600  0 0 1 624  0 0 

1832  - — - - 600  0 0 662  0 0 

1833  . — - . 600  0 0 1 639  0 0 

The  balance  is  paid  by  donations  and  annual  sub- 

scriptions. 

Genkual  Heads  of  ExPENDztuaE.— Provi-. 
sions,  salaries,  &c.  &c. 

1 Kxpenditure.  | 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - £.287  17  2 £.231  18  9 

1832  - - 276  19  2 336  4 0 

1833  - - 258  14  1 227  17  6 

Gukruae  Heads  of  ExPKNDiTimE.— MuH- 
cine,  diet  of  patients,  and  doctor’s  salary. 

1830  i£.91  10  3 92  6 1 

1831  - 92  15  2 1 92  61 

1832  - 86  8 3 1 86  8 3 

Gekepal  Heads  op  Expendit 
cine,  rent,  nourishment,  physician'! 
keeper’s  salaries,  &c. 

164  19  10 
194  8 4 

177  8 1 

CUE.— Medi- 
> and  house-  j 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from  county 
Wexford  alone. 

By  subscriptions,  and  presentment  from  one 
county  only. 

By  private  subscription,  and  by  presentmeut 
from  county  of  Wicklow. 

We  conceive,  if  the  funds  were  increased,  that  a 
house  which  is  now  attached  to  the  fever  hospital, 
and  which  contains  two  wards,  might  bo  adviintsu 
geoualy  used  for  the  reception  of  patients  labouring 
nailer  other  diseases  than  that  of  fever. 

No;  I tliinic  the  funds  arc  as  well  .applied  as 

The  funds  of  the  establishments  under  my  charge 
aw  disbursed  witli  the  most  rigid  economy,  and  arc 
laid  out  in  the  most  judicious  mauuer. 
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Enniskerry  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary. 

Newto^vn  Mount  Kennedy  Fever  Ilospitftl 
and  Dispensary. 

Sfratlbrd-on-Slancy  Fever  Hospital 
aiul  Dispensary. 

Jo7m  G(uan,  Esq.,  h.  d. 

James  M\tchell,  Esq.,  m.d. 

iV.  jr.  Hcaih,  Esq. , Surgeon. 

Enniskerry  Dispensary,  estahlislied  1814;  and 
Emuskerry  Hospital,  established  1817. 

tbeother  in  the  village  of  Dcigan; 

The  parish  of  Powerscourt  abne. 

Thefoverhosnltaland  dispcusiriesforthcparishes  Stratford-on-Slaney  Fever  Ilospltal  .nul  Dispicn- 

of  Newcastle  and  Delgany.  Tlio  dispensaries  were  esia-  • rEe  latter  wiw  established  luanv  vcajs  since 

blishedin  the  year  1S11,  one  in  Nowlowu  Mount  Kennedy,  , * . . , ...  , . . ^ . . 

-.  The  fever  hospital  wos  established  in  Newtown  Mount  “X  subscription,  having  two  apartments  for 

imeycar.  There  is  also  a cholera  hospitel  in  each  parish.  fever  p.atieiits.  When  tiicgraiul  jury  Wits  enabled  to 

present  500 /.  Irish  for  fever  iiospilals,  it  was  ilivideti  among 
at  Stratford,  Newtown  Mount  Kennedy  and  .drhlow;  a good  house  with  eight  aparlmools  lias  since  been  imilt,  whicli  lias 
e ; ns  soon  as  the  governots  of  the  county  infirmary  got  lha  oower,  they  cstablisliutl  u secoml  iulirinarv  in  Balliiieioss. 

Twoparishes,'Newcastle  and  Delgany;  both  in  Six  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  a small 

the  county  Wicklow.  portion  of  Kildare. 

A dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Bray ; a di»- 
ncusar)'  and  fever  hospital  at  Newtown  Slount 
Kennedy,  and  a dispensary  at  Dundrum. 

The  County  Iiifinnuy  in  the  town  of  Wicklow, 
distant  seven  miles  from  Newtown  Mount  Kennedy ; 
the  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary'  at  Bray,  distant 
seven  miles;  and  the  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary 
at  Powerscourt,  distant  sevm  or  eight  miles. 

There  are  three  dispensaries  in  the  barony  of 
Talbotstown,  in  the  county  of  Wiuklmv,  besides 
these  attached  to  the  infirmary  and  fever  hospital; 
viz.  at  Blessington,  Dunlnyiii  and  Kilteg.au  ; there 
are  also  disjiensarics  at  Baletore,  Castle^ermot  and 
Haeketstown. 

There  is  no  other  medical  establishment  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  within  my  district. 

There  is  not  a dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary 
within  my  district,  excepting  those  stated  above. 

There  is  a dispensaity  attae.licd  to  tiie  infirmary, 
where  the  poor  get  advice  and  medicine,  and  all 
i sudden  accidents  arc  admitteil  to  tlie  infimiavy 
without  any  recommendation  from  a governor. 

NcHtown  Mount  Kennedy,  where  I reaidei  the  dispensary  of  Selgany  is  about  tivo  miles  and  a half  disiunt;  these 
dispensaries  ami  the  tbver  hos|iital  form  but  one  institution,  and  arc  supported  by  the  same  fund.  Tiie  salary  is 
1101.  16».  (120t  ltish)HorattendingthedUpens.iries.  Ido  notreceivemiysalary  for  attending  rte  fever^ho^spilal. 

pooron  ail  days,  ami  at  ahateicr  hour  they  apply, at  my  ouuhousc.^^^^^^^^^  For  Fever  Hospili 

Surgeon  Heath  attends  the  second  couutv  inUrniary  in 
; BallinglasE,  and  the  Stiatford  Fever  Uospilai,  witli  the  dis- 
1 pensaries  attached  to  each ; tbe  distance  fram  one  lo  the 
1 other  is  four  Dritish  miles,  and  he  resides  between  them. 

Thesalarj-of  IheinflnuaryislOOt  lrisli,out  of  which  is 
1 paid  201.  a year  rent  for  the  mAmmryand  house  atiuchcil 

I consider  it  my  duty,  in  ail  cases,  to  give  my 
personal  attendance  at  the  residence  of  the  patients, 
when  they  are  by  inability  or  eickness  prevented 
from  attending  at  the  dispensary. 

I consider  it  my  duty  in  all  such  cases. 

ah  poor  persons  who  apply 

Yes,  and  to  visit  when  a recoiumemlatiou  or  a 
ticket,  according  to  rtile,  is  sent  from  a governor ; 
the  rules  of  tlie  dispensary  require  two  days’  at- 
tendance at  Baltinglass  and  two  at  Stiatford,  in  the 
week ; but  advice  and  medicine  arc  given  daily  to 
. The  infirmary  and  fever  hospital  are  visitctl  daily. 

A registry  '8  kept  of  all  patients  admitted  into 
the  hospital,  and  relieved  at  the  dispensary,  with 
the  result.  ' 

The  only  registers  kept  are  those  of  the  fever  hos- 
pital, and  a hst  of  the  numbers  who  attend  as 
exteniS  at  the  dispensaries.  A register  of  those 
visited  at  their  own  houses  has  not  been  kept ; tbe 
number  being  too  great,  and  the  time  of  the  physi- 
cian too  much  occupied  by  them,  to  admit  of  this 
being  done  with  accuracy. 

There  is  a register  kcjit  of  all  c.ases  admitted  to 
tlie  infirmary  and  fever  hiispital,  and  the  numbers 
of  extern  patients  who  receive  advice  aud  medicine 

Admitted  Relieved 
Hospital.  Dispensavj-. 


Seldom,  and  thoQ  only  wRen  geoxiine  medicine  Not  often;  e 
cannot  lie  procured  in  time  from  tlie  neigbbouriug  to  prevent  it. 
aiKptliecar}'. 


By  tlie  committee,  from  a druggist  in  Dublin, 
upon  die  order  of  tbe  physician. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boiloau  & 
Co.,  di'iiggists,  aud  are  paid  for  by  the  treasurer. 

Hospital. 

Receipt. 

1 1630.  1631.  1 1631 

1830  - 

1831  . 

1832  - 

£.  150  0 0 j £.81  17  9 

154  12  10  1 H3  9 7J 

164  12  10  1 112  13  ll| 

Dalaiice  - - - 1 35  16  46  63  6 Hi  39  16  IW 

Siihsoril>lions  - - 107  19  - 93  0 10  AM  14  61 

Urp^irtnlmenla  - - l246  1 11  246  0 11  [245  19  lOy 

|389  19  34  404  7 S4I386  11  3 

1830  . 

1831  - 

1832  - 

Dispensary. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

£.186  0 7 £.149  18  7 

174  0 0 154  8 3 

Expenditure. 

Salaries  - - 127  10  2}ll.')3  1 3il47  13  0.{  ' 

Medicine  - - - 91  14  10  84  10  8 | 60  0 1 

lliel,  M'iiio,  &c,  - 6.i  16  7 98  10  26  9 1 

Fuel  - - - ? j ^ ail  « 1?  M 

. 324  13  III  in='272  9 .54 

Tlie  dispensary  and  hospital  arc  supjiorted  by  j 
private  suliscriptions,  and  by  a grant  for  each,  by  ; 
presentment  from  the  county. 

Partly  by  private  subscription,  aud  partly  by 
presentments  from  the  county  Wicklow  only. 

1S30.  j 

Salaries  -£.71  3 OJ  7 


?31.  1832. 

!}  OJ  71  3 Oi 
0 0 25  8 OJ 

0 Hi  35  5 2i 


0 0 I 24  10  9 pHivWons  43  13  3 35  0 Hi  35  5 2J 

I-Witiire  - G40  352  4 5 4 

(I  in='2'2  9_.si  Sundries  - 2 17  !)  0 9 0 0 15  _0_ 

and  partly  by  1 By  eubscrijitions  and  jiresontmciiU  got  from  tlie 
:low  only.  | grand  juvj-  of  Wicklow  only. 


I cannot  at  present  sugeest  any  more  effective  I cannot  suggest  any  beneficial  alteraton  in  the  1 believe  tne  Hinds  arc  CNpenueii  * ‘ ’ J ' 

nethodfor  the  ilistriliution  of  the  funds  bv  whicli  clistributiuii  of  these  funds  at  their  presentamount;  ecus  manner.  The  surgeon  is  but  luadeijuat  y 
'lie  medicBlcstahUshmeniumlot  my  charge  is  supported.  were  they  iucreased,  it  would  be  dewraUe  to  add  a remunerated  for  all  his  exertions  ; but  it  is  iiopttl 

I surgical  ward  to  our  hospital,  the  distance  to  the  that  the  Legislature,  m its  wisdom,  mil  sue  the 
county  infirmary  being  in  general  too  great  for  the  conveyance  of  fractures,  propriety  of  allowing  an  mdepcndenco 
and  other  suveie  accidents  requiring  surgical  treatment.  officers  engaged  in  atlondmg  the  pooi,  so  as 
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Cork  Fever  Hospital. 

Bondon  Fever  Hospital  and  Hiqieiisary. 

Buttevant  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary 

J.  S.  Beamish,  Esij.,  m.d. 

JFilliam  Bdcher,  Esq.,  ar.n. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Cork  Fever  Hospital  or  House  of  Recovery  ; 
not  more  than  one ; establislied  in  November  1802. 

The  Bandon  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  was 
established  in  1817.  It  has  been  a united  esta- 
blishment from  the  commencement. 

The  Buttevant  Fever  Hospital  and  Disitciiearv 
The  dispensary  was  permanently  estal)lialied  in  tbe 
yeaj-  1818,  and  the  fever  liospital  in  1830. 

Tlie  district  properly  comprises  the  City  and  | 
Liberties  of  Cork ; the  grand  jury  presentments,  by 
which  the  liospital  is  partly  supported,  1>eing  levied 
exclusively  upon  these ; but  not  imfrequently  pa- 
tients are  brought  in  from  the  county,  -strictly  bo 
called. 

Tliere  are  two,  Ballyroodan  and  Kilbrogau,  both 
in  the  county  .Cork. 

Union  of  Buttevant,  Emerick,  Churditown, 
Ballydriedun,  aud  a part  of  the  parislies  of  Kilbriu’ 
Shimdnun,  Liscarrol  and  Kilbolane. 

In  the  City  there  are  the  City  of  Cork  Dispensary, 
where  attendance  is  given  daily,  and  the  medical 
men  are  required  to  visit  externally.  Attached  to 
the  House  of  Industry  is  an  hospital  for  diseases  not 
infectious,  such  cases  being  sent  to  this  hospital ; al 
and  the  Foundling  Hospital,  besides  tl\c  Military  Hi 
Glcnville,  Watergrassliill,  Lower  Glanmine,  Glanmi 

1 ^Witliin  10  miles  of  Bandon  there  are  a (rreat  number  of 
1 aispntmn?^own!iVrrowrB^^  B^l'inecu, 

i/unatic  Asylum ; aLying-in  Hospital  and  Infirmario! 
ispitals.  Within  a distance  of  ten  miles  round  are  fi 
ne  Road,  Biackrock,  Passage,  Douglas,  Carrigaline, 

Doneraile  Dispensary,  atuated  5 miles;  Bally, 
dough,  7 miles ; County  Infirmary,  7 miles ; and 
Chaj-levillc  Dispensary,  9 miles  from  Buttevant. 

i attached  to  each  of  the  two  gaols,  the  Convict  Depot 
fteen  dispensaries  ; Cloghrae,  Blarney,  Wliitechurcli, 
Ballinadiu«sig,  Ovens,  Dimbollogue  and  Cove. 

At  the  North  and  South  Infirmaries  of  this  city 
advice  is  given  and  medicine  dispensed  on  stated 
days  of  the  week,  the  patients  or  their  fiiends  at- 
tending on  these  days,  the  medical  men  not  being 
required  to  visit  externally. 

There  is  a dispensary,  united  with  a fever  hospi- 
tal. The  physician  has  a fixed  salary  of  807.  per 
annum.  An  apothecary  has  20 1.  ; aud  a superin- 
tendent resident  in  the  fever  hospital,  207.  per 

The  only  hospital  (with  the  exception  of  this 
one)  is  the  county  infirmary.  I do  not  know  what 
salary  the  surgeon  of  the  county  infirmary  receives. 

medical  olBcei  has  fluctueled 
of  allcndance  aro  Monday,  W 

I attend  only  the  Bandon  Dispensary  daily,  from 
10  A.  M.  to  12  ; and  the  Fever  Hospital,  which  is 
connected  therewith,  at  all  hours  when  ray  presence 
is  necessary. 

from  OOi  to  over  100 f.  a year;  hut  the  committoc  have  he 
ednesday  and  Friday,  aud  at  any  time  a case  may  requite  il. 

Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital ; and  altliough  lie 

Yes,  the  physicians  of  this  hospital  giving  daily  I 
persoual  attendance.  I 

I do. consider  it  a most  indispensable  duty. 

I generally  do  give  ray  personal  attendance,  ex- 
cept in  8%ht  cases,  when  I send  mj’  assistant. 

Yes, 

A most  accurate  register  is  kept. 

There  has  always  been  a register  kept,  stating 
the  date  of  admission,  name,  age,  by  whom  recom- 
mended, residence,  disease,  treatment,  andcYeot,  if 
that  can  bo  ascertained,  of  every  case. 

Admitted.  Cured.  Died.  Remaining. 

4,187  3,977  179  31 

This  applies  to  fever  cases.  During  the  last  nine 
months  7-11  cholera  patients  have  been  rcceivcil,  of  whom  a 
proporlionofmotelhanone-lhird  died;  the  cholera  patients 

fever  wards.  This  liosiiital  has  been  the  sole  receptacle  of 
cholera  for  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  since  4lh  February 
IS32. 

Number  treated.  1 Number  of  Fevers.  ' 

1830  • - 2,994  234 

1831  - - 3,042  336  ! 

1832  - - 2,521  1 233 

The  next  prevalent  diseases  (excepting  cholera,  last ! 
year)  were  pneumonic  affeetdons,  rheumatisms,  ery- ; 
sipelas,  measles ; and  this  year,  smah-pox  and  scat-  | 

1830  4,287 

1831  4,295 

1832  3,031 

11,613 

It  would  be  impossible,  in  so  small  a space,  to  ^ve 
a general  statement  of  the  diseases  treated  during 
the  above  period. 

Ceilainly  not. 

Very  rarely  in  tliis  establishment.  ITie  fewthat 
have  occurred  were  recommended  by  thesubscribers, 
under  misapprehension  as  to  their  cii'cumstances. 

It  has  occurred,  but  very  rai'cly,  the  subscribers 
in  general  being  exceedmgly  particular  iu  rcconi- 
luending  objects  only. 

Wholesale,  from  a dru^ist. 

They  are  supplied  by  the  apothecary  of  the  dis- 
pensary, at  the  lowest  possible  rate.  He  is  a resident 
of  tills  town,  Mr.  H.  Belcher. 

The  medicines  aio  purchased  fr  om  the  dispensary 
fund,  and  supplied  by  a respectalJe  druggist  in 
Cork,  either  on  my  requisition  to  the  treasurer,  or 
immediately  on  tho  druggist  himself. 

Receipt.  I Exjieuditure. 

1831  - £.  1,066  13  0 £.1,078  0 6 

1832  - - 1,373  17  11  1,616  1 0 

1883  - - 1,040  6 0 1 1,015  7 7 

RBcei])t.  1 Expenditure. 

1830  - -£.390  11  Oi  £.325  1 34 

1831  - - 881  14  2J  317  10  10 

1832  - - 381  4 6J  1 322  4 5 ^ 

Receipt.  | Expenditure. 

1830  - -£.295  10  8i  £.297  0 

1831  - - 66  9 0 66  9 0 

1832  - • 51  4 0 [ 42  0 6 

Disjiensary. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - a€.144  2 0 £.150  11  0 

1831  - - 182  4 0 1 186  8 1 

1832  . . 186  10  6 1 186  10  6 

Partly  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  jiartly  by 
presentnienta  obtained  eolely  from  the  city  grand 
jury. 

It  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  in 
part,  and  bygraudjuiy  presentment,  obtained  from 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork. 

By  private  subscriptions,  donations,  and  pre- 
sentments. Tliclattcrareobtaiued  from  the  county 
of  Cork  only. 

No. 

Tho  establishment  under  my  charge  is  well  supported, 
and  very  efficient  indeed  for  ifie  relief  of  the  poor.  The 

buiitling  a wing  to  the  hospital,  wliicli  wilfconlaiii  two  ex- 
tensive wards  for  accidents  and  surgical  cases,  and  they 
expectadditionaisupiiort  from  tile  grandjury of  tliecnunty 
to  assist  them  in  completing  this  highly  desirable  addition. 

might  be  ofmuchu 
iiousc  during  his  ill] 

fore,“rom'thoir'SMim 
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Cove  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Fermoy  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Kinsale  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Edward  MilUtt,  Esq. 

CharUs  Murphy,  Esq.,  ji.d. 
Hioinas  F.  Downing,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Cove  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary ; the  latter 
atablished  in  1809;  the  former  built,  and  both 
united,  in  July  1828. 

Fermoy  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  esta- 
blished about  the  year  1810orl811.  There  are 
surgical  wards  attached  tothe  institution  for  opera- 
tions, admission  of  accidents,  and  all  suigical  cases. 

Kiusale  Dispensary  and  Kinsale  Fever  Hospital ; 
tivo  institutions ; the  dispensary  established  1812, 
and  the  hospital  1816. 

One  parish,  comptisii^  town  and  island  of  Cove. 
Population  nearly  11,000. 

The  parishes  of  Fermoy,  Litter  and  ClandDane. 

The  entire  of  St.Multose,  the  entire  of  Tis-sassiu, 
the  greater  part  of  Ringcurraii,  a great  part  of  Clon- 
tead,  parts  of  Kilraun,  otherwise  Killonney,  also 
parts  of  Riogrone,  Ballymartlc  and  Dunderrow,  all 
in  the  county  of  Cork. 

Hospitals  and  dispensaries  of  the  city  of  Cork ; 
Glaaraice;  Oeyne;  Middleton;  Ahadagh;  Passage 
and  Carrigaline. 

Six  dispensaries,  but  no  infirmary  or  fever  hos- 
pital, except  at  Mitchelstown. 

Kinnalea,  Ballinaboy,  Innishannon,  and  the 
umon  of  Balliospittic  and  Kilbritain. 

Nonehut  the  above.  Salary,  1001.  per  annum, 
divided  between  three  medical  attendants.  No  other 
emolument  whatever. 

1 There  is  not. 

1 one  from  the  other ; both  attended  by  one  persoi 
! dispensary,  and  42 1.  per  annum  as  apotbecary  to  t 
scribe  for  dispensarv  patients,  one  of  whom  attends 

The  dispensary  and  frver  hospital  axe  held  in 
the  some  building,  but  without  a communication 
1,  who  receives  281.  per  annum,  as  dispenser  to  the 
he  hospital.  There  aie  also  four  physicians,  who  pre- 
the  hospital  daily  ; their  services  given  gratuitously. 

No  other  than  those  stated  in  first  query.  The 
attendance  is  daily. 

We  do  not.  j 

Kinsale  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  alone, 
which  are  daily  attended. 

Most  certainly. 

- We  do. 

Most  certainly. 

Registers  have  always  been  regularly  kept,  and 
the  result  submitted,  in  an  annual  report,  to  a ge- 
neral meering  of  the  subscribers,  and  to  the  county 
grand  jury. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  applicatiorrs  and  the 

There  is  a register  kept  of  all  cases  where  ap- 
plication has  been  made,  not  as  to  the  result  with 
respect  to  the  dispensary,  it  being  found  impracti- 
cable, from  the  number  of  physicians  prescribing 
and  the  negligence  of  patients  in  reporting  results. 

Admitted,  4,918.  Cured  and  relieved,  4,810. 
Diseases,  acute,  chronic,  surgical,  midrvifeiy,  vacci- 
nation, fevers.  The  number  of  deaths  was  much 
increased  by  the  cholera  prevailing  to  a great  extent 
inl832;  but  typhus  fever,  rince  the  establishment 
of  the  hospital,  has  become  nearly  extinct. 

During  the  last  three  years  251  persons  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  fever  hospital,  and  at  least  three  times 
that  number  have  been  attended  at  their  own  houses ; 
more  dian  20  per  day  relieved  at  the  dispensary. 

1830  ....  2,360 

1831  ...  - 2,305 

1832  _ . - - 2,419 

7,084 

Such  attempts  have  been  made,  but  the  committee 
and  medical  officers  guard  against  this  abuse  as 
much  as  possible. 

That  is  most  particularly  guarded  against,  and 
seldom  ever  occurs. 

By  public  contract  with  a druggist  in  Cork. 

By  a druggist. 

From  Leslie  & Co.,  Dublin,  by  order  of  the  me- 
dical attendants. 

Receipt.  I 

1831  - a6.278  7 54I 

1832  - - 262  2 6 ^ 
1633  - - 241  14  2 

Generai  Heads  or  Exrm 
medicine  and  contingencies! 

Expenditure. 

1 £.  278  7 5 -J 
1 252  16  8 

1 234  7 7 4 

DilURE. — Salaries, 

The  amount  of  Receipt  for  three  years -£.844  6 2 
The  expenditure  is  larger,  say  8541.  Is.,  the 
di^rence  being  paid  out  of  a balance  in  tieasuvev's 
hands,  and  comprised  under  the  heads  of  Medicine, 
Medical  Attendants,  Nur-scs  for  Fever  Hospital, 
Food,  &c. 

Dispensaky. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - - £.93  14  7 £.98  8 34 

1831  - - 93  14  0 100  3 24 

1833  - - 100  19  10  I 84  8 5 4 

General  Heads  of  Expenditore. — Salaries, 
Medicine,  Provisions,  Repairs,  &c. 

By  voluntary  subscription,  and  presentment  on 
the  county. 

By  private  subscriptioos,  donations,  and  by  grand 
jury  presentments. 

By  presentment,  and  voluntary  contribution  pre- 
sented for  in  the  county  of  Cork  alone. 

Nouc. 

We  cannot.  ^ 

Certainly  not.  If  a further  small  sum  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  tiie  committee,  the  benefits  of  the 
hospital  could  be  extended,  and  some  trifling  relief 
afforded  to  convalescents. 

0.5.  ' I I 
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Mallow  Fever  Hospital. 


I Middleton  Fever  Hospitdand  Dispensary.  iMitcIielstown  Fever Hospital&  Disj 


Medical  Attendants. 


Fever  Hospital ; estabiisHed  in  the  year  1 832. 


Tie  Middleton  House  of  Recovery,  or  Fever 
Hospital,  on  indnoary  and  dispensary ; the  first 
forithe  reception  of  fever  patients,  the  second  for  all  surgical 
cases;  and  the  last  for  the  dispensation  of  tsedicine  and 


The  Mitchelstown  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital 
SdviceanVm^dlcioe 

cholera;  wo  have  also  a ward  for  surgical  cases  t both. 

“d  buiU  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Earl  of  Kio~ 


I the  poor. 


Parish  of  Mallow. 


my  district,  viz.  five  in 
the  county  Limerich,  and  ■ 


Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  at  Buttevant ; 
dispensaries  at  the  following  places, viz.  Ballyclough, 
Glauntone,  Costletown-Roche  and  Donertule. 


There  is  a dispensary  at  Qoync, 
mutyr  and  at  Glanimre,  whi^  at 


le  at  Castle-  Kildorrery,  Kilworrii,  Glanworth,  Fermoy,  in  tiie 

within  ten  county  Cork,  Ballyporeen,  ip  the  county  Tipperary 

and  BoUylander,  in  the  county  Limerick. 


I believe  there 


Extern  patients,  upon  application  at  the  phy- 


few  beds  attached 


1 the  under  nurse  Ur.  per  month.  They  have  aparUnents  attached  to  the  hospitJ gratis, ; 

1 attend  but  one,  and  for  my  daily  attendance  I attend  no  other  but  tha 
on  the  fever  hospital,  infinnary  and  dispensary,  I pensaty  and  Fever  Hoqiital. 
get  a salary  of  801.  a year,  together  with  coals 
and  candles ; my  residence  is  close  to  the  hospital. 


The  Mallow  Fever  Hospital  is  attended  by  Drs. 
Linihan  & Jusrice,  for  which  they  receive  no  remu- 
neration ; the  latter  attends  the  Glauntane  Dis- 
pensary, four  miles  distant,  three  days  in  the  week, 
and  on  the  intermediate  ones,  if  called  on,  for 


1 do,  to  all  patients  recommended  by  subscribers.  I do  when  practicable. 


A regular  register  of  the  number  of  applicants, 
the  mode  of  treatment  and  the  termination  of  every 
individual  case,  is  kept. 


A registry  of  patients’  names,  date  of  admission 
into  hospital  and  termination  of  dise.-ise  is  kept. 


hospital,  together  with  the  result. 


Admitted  into  i 
Hospital.  I 


' Admitted'into 
Infirmary. 


Admitted.  | Cured.  [ Died. 


Dispensary. 


1 I S5  drnly.  jggg  , , I 43  , 

1833  - - . 8,767  45  3 

I Cholera  Cases  1832  - | 43  I 20  I 20 

extern  patients,  and  classed  under  the  heads  of  acute  and  chronic  complaints. 


Among  the  former,  fevers  and  inflammatory  diseases;  the  latter,  all  local  .ind  subordinate; 


and  I cannot  prevent  It 


' occurs. 


it,  as  I am  required  to  attend  all  who  bring  a ticket 
from  a subscriber. 


oines  are  supplied  by  a druggist,  and 
:of  the  generdfund. 


By  the  apothecaries  of  the  town,  a fortnight  each 
in  rotation. 


' The  druggist  is  Mr.  Harrington,  of  Cork.  I fur- 
nish a list  of  the  medicines  required  to  the  acting 
committee,  and  they  forward  it  to  the  dn^gist. 
All  our  accounts  are  settled  monthly,  and  the  ho^ital 
daily  inspected  by  a subscribei'. 

Our  receipts  for  the  last  three  years  were  nearly 
the  same;  the  suhsci'iptions  were  from  llOf.  to 
120 1. ; die  county  presentments  came  to  the  same 
amount,  and  our  expenditure  generally,  including 
every  thing,  did  not  much  exceed  240  f. ; the  bill  of 
medicine  yearly  amounts  to  between  40  L and  50 1. 


Expenditure. 


By  voluntary  contributions,  and  grand  jury 


By  private  subscriptic 
n this  county  only. 


and  grand  jury'  grant.  They  are  supported  by  voluntary  subscription, 
and  county  presentments,  solely  off  this  county. 


By  attaching  a dis)iensary,  which  would  give 
the  sick  poor  the  benefit  of  medical  attendance  at 
their  own  houses ; for  which  there  is  no  provision 
«t  present  in  this  large  and  populous  town. 


Many  are  recommended  to  the  advantages  of  the  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  funds  at ' 
charity  who  are  well  able  to  pay  for  medicine  present  could  be  disposed  of  to  more  advantage 
and  advice ; I would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  the  benefit  of  the  rick  and  suffering  poor, 
clergy,  or  others  equally  disinterested,  sliould  have 
the  power  of  recommending  patients. 
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Newmarket  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary, 

, Youghal  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Killamey  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

P.  R.  Fity,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

Newmarket  Dispeneary  and  Fever  Hospital,  si- 
tuated in  the  town  of  Newmarket,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  sick  poor  of  the  neighbourhood,  established 
in  the  year  1814.  1 

The  Youghal  Charitable  frifirmary.  This  is 
both  an  hospital  and  dispensary.  Medicine  is 
dispensed  daily,  and  out-patients  aiv  daily  visited  at 
their  own  houses.  There  is  also  a fever  hospital. 
Infirmary  established  February  1784 ; Fever  Hos- 
pital  established  2d  August  ) 808. 

Killamey  Dispensary,  with  sis  wards  for  the  re- 
ception of  fever  patients,  and,  two . small  rooms  for 
surgical  cases,  established  in  the  year  1812. 

The  parishes  of  Clonfert,  Kilmeen,  and  part  of 
Coolavotha,  all  in  the  same  county. 

One,  that  of  St.  Mary’s,  Youghal. 

Three  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 

There  are  two  dispensaries  witbm  10  miles, 
luinely,  Kanturk  and  Freemount ; at  the  same 
time,  the  Newmarket  district  extends  a distance  of 
12  miles  in  on  opposite  direction. 

The  only  dispensary  mtiiin  10  miles  is  one  at 
Killeagh,  county  Cork,  five  miles  distant ; one  at 
Castlemartyr,  county  Cork,  eight  miles ; and  one 
at  Clashmore,  coun^  "Waterford,  five  miles. 

There  is  no  dispensary,  infirmary  or  public  hos- 
pital nearer  than  16  miles,  Irish  measure. 

There  is  no  other  dispensary  or  hospital  within 
this  district.  The  salary  of  the  medical  attendant 
to  the  Newmarket  Dispensary  and  Fever  Ho^ital 
is  SO  U per  annum. 

There  is.  The  physicians  and  surgeon  who 
attend  to  this  establishment  do  so  gratuitously. 
There  is  also  an  apothecary  employed ; his  salary 
is  80 1.  per  annum ; he  is  required  to  reside  in  tl 
sary,  rent-free,  and  has  an  allowance  of  coals  am 

There  is  no  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary 
within  the  district,  but  the  above-named. 

re  dispen- 
1 candles. 

I do  not  attend  more  than  one  dispensary,  infir- 
mary or  hospital,  which  is  situated  at  a distance  of 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  my  residence.  Attendance, 
three  days  a week. 

I attend  the  infirmary  and  fever  hospital,  insti- 
tutions hitherto  connected,  and  within  a few  yards 
of  each  other. 

No. 

It  is  expected  I should  attend  the  note  of  a suh- 
ecriber,  in  all  cases  whenever  medical  or  surgical 
aid  is  required. 

I do ; althoi^h  my  attendance  is  gratuitous. 

We  consider  it  our  duty  in  all  cases  to  give  our 
personal  attendance,  whenever  medical  or  suigicol 
aid  is  required. 

Books  for  the  purpose  of  registry  are  kept  at  the 
hospital,  where  n conect  report  of  those  seeking 
medical  aid  is  kept. 

Yea. 

A register  is  kept  in  the  hospital  of  all  cases 
admitted,  as  well  as  of  all  externs  applying  for 

I regret  h&ig  unable  to  supply  an  account  of 
the  number  of  persons  relieved  within  the  last  three 
years,  as  I have  only  been  attached  to  the  New- 
market Dispensary  a period  of  1 7 months ; during 
that  time  3,440  sick  poor  partook  of  the  benefits 
of  the  charity. 

The  average  number  of  patients  annually  afilic« 
ted  with  fever  and  other  diseases,  admitted  into  the 
hospital,  amounts  to  behreen  250  and  300;  tlm 
externs  to  between  4,000  and  5,000.  The  pre- 
wailing  diseases  are  fever,  for  the  most  part  typhus, 
affections  of  the  lungs,  stomach  and  bowels,  &c. 

The  subscribers  of  tbia  institution,  generally 
speaking,  arc  averse  to  recommend  for  medical  at- 
tendance persons  not  pmoperly  considered  paupers. 

Regulations  made  by  the  committee  have,  we 
believe,  prevented  an  abuse  of  it  in  this  respect ; yet 
it  is  possible  they  may  have  been  evaded  in  some  few 
instances. 

"Very  rarely. 

Medicines  ai-e  ordered  by  the  committee  d the 
dispensary,  and  supplied  by  a druggist 

The  medimnes,  are  supplied  principally  by  a 
wholesale  house,  Messrs.  P.  & C.  Leslie,  Bride- 
street,  Dublin,  and  any  articles  that  are  run  out 
are  supplied  by  Mr.  Harrington,  Cork. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  and  paid  for  out  of 
the  general  fond,  and  compounded  by  the  apothe- 
cary of  the  institution.  / 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  . £.  144  16  6i  £.141  3 6 

1832  - . 168  1 6i  134  12  lOj 

1833  - - 136  16  n 1 162  3 6 

Expenditure. 

1831  - - - - £.224  7 2 

1832  - - - . 231  1 9^ 

1833  - - - - 228  10  8 

Geheral  Heads  op  Expenditure. — Coals, 
Candles,  Salary,  Medicine,  Calico,  Paper,  Straw, 
Bedding,  Furniture,  Repairs,  &c. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 
1830(Presentment)£.219  15  7 466  9 lOi 
1881  — - 181  18  1 456  2 10^ 

1832  — - 179  18  2 1 613  16  lOf 

The  amount  of  subscriptions  not  given. 

The  dispensary  and  fever  hospital  are  supported 
hy  voluntary  contribution,  aided  by  grand  jury  pre- 
sentment obtained  from  the  county  Cork. 

By  private  subscriptions,  donations,  and  pre- 
sentment by  grand  jury  of  the  county. 

By  subscription  and  voluntary  contribution,  and 
presentments  obtained  from  the  grand  jury  of 
county  Kerry  only. 

committee  of  the  Newmarket  Dispensary  are 
patbculaily  desirous  to  obtain  additional  monies 
from  rbe  grand  jury,  by  which  they  would  be  en- 
abled to  afford  proper  sustenance,  &c.  to  the  sick 
poor  confined  in  the  hospital ; hitherto  the  amount 
punted  was  not  deemed  sufficient  for  tiiat  purpose, 
Wing  little  more  than  adequate  to  pay  for  medicines, 

We  cannot. 
&C. 

I think  the  distribution  of  tire  present  fonds 
could  not  be  rendered  more  efficient.  The  popu- 
lation is  very  great  and  principally  of  the  lowest 
paupers,  without  any  employment  or  support.  To 
make  the  establishment  more  keceficid  tlie  fonds 
should  bo  greatly  increased. 

0.5. 
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Tralee  Fever  Hospital. 


Adare  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 


Limerick  Fever  and  Lock  Hospitals. 


The  Adare  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary ; esta- 
blished about  two  year's  and  a lialf.  It  is  under 
the  care  of  a resident  apothecary.  I am  consult- 
ing physician  to  the  institution,  and  attend  in  all 


ader  distinct  houses, 


Tiie  admission  into  the  hospital  is  nc 
the  residents  of  particular  parishes,  pa 
admitted  from  the  county  at  large. 


; limited 


The  district  includes  almost  all  the  country 
around,  within  four  miles  of  Adare. 


One  at  Costleisland, 
Milltown. 


Ardfert,  and 


The  Croom,  Rathkeale,  Ballingarry,  Kilpe 
Clarina,  Askeaton  and  Limerick. 


One  Dispensary  in  Tralee  not  attached  to  any 
hospital  or  infirmary.  Attended  gratuitously  by 
the  physicians  of  the  town  twice  a week.  The 
apothecary  to  it  is  paid  141.  a year  for  compound- 
ing the  medicines. 


There 
ind  one 


dispensary  nearer  than  four  miles, 
so  near  as  five  miles.  There  are 
y district. 


: attached  to  an  hospital  or  iufirmar 


No.  The  Fever  Hospital  is  distant  from  my  ro- 
sidence  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile.  1 am  paid 
80 1.  a year  for  attending  it.  I visit  tlie  hospital 
every  day,  and  am  frequently  obliged  to  visit  it 
twice  or  three  times  a day,  according  to  theseverity 
of  the  cases. 


I am  not  at  present  attached  to  any  other  hos 
pital.  The  salary  I derive  from  this  is  40  /,  pe 
annum,  and  am  requited  to  attend  d.^uly.  I have  : 
colleague  at  a like  salary,  who  is  also  required  t 
give  daily  attendance. 


I attend  three  of  the  medical  cltarities  in  Li- 
merick, in  connesiion  with  other  medical  gentle- 
men. I am  consulting  physician  to  the  Adare  Dis- 
pensary only,  for  which  1 am  paid  421.  per  annum, 
who  ajiply,  and  v^it  Ihose^who  are  dangerously  ill! 


I attend  on  all  occasions  when  sent  fur 
medical  resident.  The  latter  is  also  pair 
year,  and  gets  a house,  attendance,  &c. 
ponses  medicines  three  times  a week,  and  r 
patients  who  cannot  attend  the  dispensary. 


my  duty  to  attend  personally  every 


There  is  a regular  register  kept.  The  applica- 
tions are  always  attended  to,  in  coaformity  with  the 
r^ulations  of  the  oommittee. 


A register  is  kept  of  the  names  of  the  patients, 
their  I'esidence,  age,  the  date  of  their  amission 
and  the  result. 


During  the  period  named,  920  patients  have  been 
treated  in  the  hospital,  all  of  whom  laboured  under 
fever.  The  number  of  fever  patients  was  consi- 
derably lessened  in  1832,  during  the  prevalence  of 
cholera. 


lAdmitted. 


Retnaiiiieg, 


All  applicants  in  fever  are  admitted.  The  object 
of  tlie  hospital  being  not  only  to  relieve  the  sick, 
but  also  to  check  the  spreading  of  fever,  by  sepa- 
rating the  sickfi'f"' 


No.  IPe,  however,  admit  apprentices  to  manu- 
fecturere  or  shopkeepers,  upon  paying  1 1.  admission 
fees,  which  is  applied  to  their  support  and  for  ine- 
dieine  while  they  remain. 


the  healthy. 


Tliey  are  procured  fr  om  a druggist  in  Cork ; and 
1 apothecary  is  paid  2!  1.  a year  for  compounding 


Tliey  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Frazer,  chembt  and 
ruggist,  m Limerick,  on  my  order. 


They  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Bennett  Kelly,  dru^t, 
of  Limerick.  ' 


Receipt. 
£.  s.  'd. 

1830,  (Presentment)  300  0 0 

1831  600  0 0 

1832  300  0 0 


No  exact  return  can  bo  given,  as ! 
the  treasurer  is  fr'om  home.  The  | 
expenditure  is  kept  within  the  in- 1 
come,  which  for  this  j'ear,  1 833,  | 
amounted  to  2141.  16  s.,  including  ■ 
the  pi'csentment.  j 


0 £.343 


By  presentments  granted  by  Kerry  grand  jury. 


his  sole 
towards 


support. 


I think  that  the  funds  for  the  support  of  the 
fever  hospital  cannot  be  bettor  distributed  than  as 
they  are  at  present  managed,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
the  public,  and  advantage  to  the  sick  in  hospital. 


I cannot.  Further,  I do  not  think  that  there 

t this  moment  an  asylum  for  the  poor  in  his  Ms 
’Sty’s  dominions  where  more  benefits  arc  cot 
erred  on  them  for  a similar  sum. 


I cannot  suggest  any. 
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Newcastle  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Rathkeale  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Boms  O’Kane  Fever  Hospital. 

John  Pierce,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Charles  Patterson,  Esq.,  ai.n. 

J.  J.  Stoney,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Newcastle  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary ; the 
object  of  tlie  dispensary  is  to  give  the  poor  of  the 
district,  who  are  unable  to  pay,  medicine  and  ad- 
vice gratis ; the  hospital  is  for  accommodating  the 
jjnie  class  when  ill  of  fever. 

The  Rathkeale  Fever  Hospital,  established  A.n. 
1831;  and  the  Rathkeale  Diqieusary,  re-esta- 
blished A.n.  1824;  I am  sole  physician  to  tlie 
hospital,  and  joint  physician,  with  Dr.  Fitzgerald, 
to  the  dispensaiy. 

Fever  Hospital  of  Borris  O’Kane,  now  building; 
intended  also  by  the  subscriljcrs  thereto  to  contain 
a few  wards  for  accidents  or  for  general  diseases 
occurring  in  persons  of  extreme  poverty. 

Ten : all  in  the  same  county. 

Five  parishes ; all  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

The  entire  barony  of  Lower  Ormond  is  the  dis- 
trict of  the  fever  hospital ; it  contains  19  parishes. 

Rathheale ; dght  miles  nearer  Limericfc. 

The  Newcastle  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary ; 
the  Adare  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary;  the 
Askeaton,  Ballingarry  and  Shanagolden  Dis-' 
pensarics. 

Shinrone  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  Clogh- 
gordon  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  (which  aie 
in  Kmg's  County),  Nenagh  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary,  and  Lorrah  Dispensary,  county  Tip- 

Yes;  as  mentioned  above.  The  hospital  is 
a laige,  new,  commodious,  well- ventilated  and  well- 
circuojstanced  building;  our  dispensary  is  under 
tiie  same  roof,  but  no  communication  between  the 
dispensary  apartments  and  fever  wai'da. 

The  Rathkeale  Fever  Hospital  and  the  Rath- 
keale Dispensary  are  connected ; they  arc  under 
the  management  of  one  committee,  and  subscribers 
to  either  have  the  privilege  of  recommending 
patients  to  both. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  Borris  O’Kane 
Fever  Hospital,  and  one  at  Lorrah,  without  a fever 
hospital. 

I do  not ; I reside  convenient  to  the  hospital ; 
the  salary  for  attending  hospital  and  dispensaiy  is 
100 1.  per  annum ; the  hospital  is  attended  daily, 
or  three  or  four  times  a day,  if  necessary ; the  dis- 
pensary patients  thiee  days  in  the  week. 

1 only  attend  the  Rathkeale  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary, both  situated  in  the  town  of  Rathkeale, 
where  I reside ; I attend  the  hospitsl  twice  a day, 
and  such  dispensary  patients  os  are  specially 
directed  to  my  care.  Dr.  Fitzgerald  attends  the 
Patients  are  attended  to  at  all  times,  when  necessar 

dispensary  three  days  in  each  week, 
y.  Our  salary  is  66 1.  a year  to  each. 

Yes ; I generally  visit  those  requiring  it  in  per-  ! 
eon,  but  sometimes  1 send  the  apothecary,  and  my  : 
visiting  subsequentiy  depends  on  his  report. 

In  all  eases  we  do  give  our  personal  attendance.  . 

Yes. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  name,  age,  disease, 
&c.  of  all  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  or  dis- 
pensoiy ; and  also  of  their  medical  treatment. 

1830  - - . 2,300 

1831  - - - 2,275 

1832  - - - 1,418 

The  apparent  decrea.se  in  1832  is  owing  to  the 
feulity,  on  account  of  cholera,  given  to  every  one 
to  get  relief  without  tickets ; every  disease  that 
appears  is  treated,  and  these  are  too  general  to 
enumerate. 

340  patients  have  been  received  into  the  hos- 
pital, of  whom  only  fourteen  died.  The  number 
of  dispensary  patients  relieved  in  the  last  three 
years  is  5,600.  Tlie  number  of  prescriptions  ftr 
these  patients  is  about  17,000. 

Very  seldom;  our  tickets  mention,  after  the 
patient’s  name,  “ who  is  unable  to  pay  for  medicine 
Or  advice.” 

A great  number  participate,  who  could,  at  least, 
afford  to  pay  an  apothecary  for  ids  advice  and 
medicine.  TIic  domestic  servants  of  subscribers 
also  participate. 

By  Boilcau  & George,  Bricle-sticet,  Dublin,  and 
by  W.  B.  Kelly,  Limerick,  l>y  a requisition  from 
our  apothecary,  inspected  and  approv^  by  me. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  from  a druggist 
in  Limerick  by  the  committee. 

Receipt  for  last  three  years  - £,  714  4 9 

Expenditure,  same  period  - - .730  3 6 ' 

Hospital. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1831  - 268  6 0 1 £.256  0 0 

1832  - 266  0 6 158  19  1 

1833  - 330  0 0 1 Not  yet  ascertained. 

Dispbusarv. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

1831  - £.  126  19  0 1 £.  165  9 OJ 

1832  - 74  7 0 93  9 3i 

1833  - 71  0 0 1 Not  yet  ascertained. 

Fertile  last  year  (1833)  143L;  is  in  course 
of  expenditure  on  the  buildiog. 

By  private  subscription,  and  presentment  from 
county  Limerick  solely. 

Both  dispensary  and  hospital  by  private  sub- 
scriptions, and  by  county  presentment.  The  pre- 
sentment is  always  equi  to  the  dispensary,  and 
double  the  hospital  subscriptions. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions  and  prcscntraunt 
from  county  Tipperary  only. 

1 consider  U would  be  a great  desideralum  to  ap- 
“loe  of  iho  funds  to  the  support  of  pulicrUslabour- 
other  disease  than  fever;  such  cases,  for  example, 
a>«  **1?  admissible  into  a county  infinuary,  Hera  we 
am  such  a distance  fi-ora  Limerick,  where  the  County  In- 
"Ccry  IS,  that  where  a serious  case  occurs,  wo  are  obliged 
W,I?  . ’i"  “ private  subscription  for  the  support  of  the 
uiticm  dunnu  his  illness,  oilierwise  the  accident,  already 
^M  intiicted  “ doubly  so,  by  a journey  of  26  n 

Wasted  Va ’q*arey 

O.q. 

would  unis'  havt 

liles;  and  limbs  that  I have  saved  by  doing  so,  if  Ihc  eddilic 
1 to  prevent  Iheit  amputation.  Some  time  since  I had  to 
0 to  Limerick  ptior  to  the  operation,  the  lesull  must  havr 

K K 

icnsc  of  an  hospital  arises  from  its  permanent  cslablisliment 
f a double  or  treble  mintber  of  patients  wouid  be  oUcndcd 
ic  expenditure  of  the  Rathkeale  Hospital  for  the  year  1832 
the  siiprori  of  I H patients,  including  food,  drink,  wine,  tile, 
' made  ine  expenditure  229t, 

mnpmw7a“mSn's“ie|"t^™'^^ 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  L,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 
MUNSTER— Tipperary. 


Caliii-  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 


Carrick-on-Suir  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensmy. 


Clogheen  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensaiy. 


Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 


Caliir  Dispensary,  establisied  in  the  year  1813, 
and  Fever  Hospital  in  the  year  1815;  the  former 
to  provide  medical  attendance  and  medicines  for 
the  poor  of  a very  extensive  district ; the  latter  for 
the  reception  of  iciectious  fevers,  where  patients 
are  provided  with  medical  aid  and  subsistence. 


1819. 


The  Carriok-on-Suir  Fever  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary, established  in  the  year  1803.  The  object 
of  the  hospital  is  for  the  admission  and  treatment 
of  such  poor  patients  as  labour  under  contagious 
fever ; that  of  the  dispensary  is  to  afford  advice  and  medicine 
to  such  other  diseases  as  are  not  admissible  into  the  hospital. 


Clogheen  Fever  Hospital;  established  January 


Eighteen  parishes,  all  in  the  same  county. 


Nineteen ; they  are  situated  in  the  counties  of  Shamaghan,  TuUahorton,  Tubrid,  WhitechnrcJi 
Tipperary,  Waterford  and  Kilkenny.  Ballybacon;  all  in  county  Tipperary.  ’ 


Cashel  Infirmary,  Clonmel  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital,  Clogheen  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital, 
Newcastle  Dispensary,  and  Poulnamucka  Dispen- 


Thd  Kilmaganny  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispen- 
sary, anil  the  Whitcchurch  Dispensary,  in  the 
county  Kilkenny ; the  KUsheebm  and  Grange- 
mockiev  Dispensaries,  in  the  county  Tipperary ; 
and  riie  Kilmacthomas  and  Portland  Dispensaries, 
the  county  Waterford. 


Cahir  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital,  under  the 
control  of  one  committee.  There  are  two  medical 
attendants,  a surgeon  and  an  apothecary ; tlie  sur- 
geon receiving  701.  per  annum  for  attending  the  hospitel,  and  401.  for  attending 


There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  this  hospital ; I f 

un  paid  90 a year  for  attending  the  hospital  and  'U.-  I * 
esary,  and  the  apothecary  301.  per  year.  There  is 


_A  dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Cahir,  nine 
miles  distant;  a dispensary  at  Ballyporcen,  five 


:eive  921.  6i,  Id. p. 


I atteod  the  Canick-o 

-Suit'  Hospital  andDis-  I 

pensary  only ; I am 

obliged  to  attend  daily,  and  to 

visit  such  patieuts 

n tbe 

own,  and  for  one  mile 

round,  who  are  no 

able 

0 present  themselves  at 

the  dispensary.  They  ar 

e in  the  same  building. 

and  witWn  three  m 

walk  of  my  residence. 

I attend  but  the  Cahir  Dispensary  and  Fever 
Hospital,  wliich  I do  daily;  the  former  in  the 
town,  and  the  latter  about  diree-quarters  of  a mile 


All  cases  do  not  require  my  personal  attendance, 
but  I consider  it  my  duty  to  visit  every  case,  when 
requested  by  the  ap^cant  to  do  so  ; also  very  many 
more,  if  from  the  account  given  by  the  person  who 
brings  the  recommendation  (the  person  seeking 
aid),  should  labour  under  any  acute  disease  requiring  prompt  assistance. 


I always  consider  it  my  duty,  and  act  on  it. 


A regbter  is  kept  of  all  persons  recommended  to 
the  dispensary  and  hospital,  in  very  many  instances 
with  most  beneficial  effect. 


Recommended  to  the  disjjansary  in  the  last  three 
years,  comprising  all  diseases  incident  to  this  donate, 
4,921,  and  repetitions  of  them,  14,616;  infectious 
fcvciu  admitted  into  hospital,  234  cases;  recoveries, 
22'6  ; deaths,  8. 


A register 

Hospital. 

Dispensaiiy.  I 

Admitted 

Cured 

Died. 

Applica- 

Visited  at 



— 

1830  - 407 

393 

14 

8,268 

468 

1831  - 311 

302 

9 

9,828 

780 

1832  - 293 

287 

6 

32,844 

692 

1833  ....  40 

During  the  year  1832  and  since  the  infl' 
prevailed  very  much  ; the  spasmodic  cholera 


It  ofteu  occurs  that  persons  reenve  benefit  from 
tlie  charity,  who  could  not  be  considered  objects  of 
charity.  This  fraud  is  generally  committed  fay  per- 
sons obtaining  recommendations  in  their  own  name, 


lUtiously  giving 
and  transfen'ing  them  to  the  more  wealthy. 


Medicines  are  directed  from  the  druggist’s,  by 
the  surgeon,  and  paid  for  by  directions  of  the  com- 


The  apothecary  returns  to  me  a list  of  such  me- 
dicines as  may  be  wanting ; this  I report  to  the 
managing  committee,  and  with  their  directions  the 
medicines  are  got  ft  nra  Messrs.  Leslie  & Co.,  Dub-  • 

order  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 


The  medicines  are  ordered  by  the  committee  of  the 
dispensary,  on  my  giving  a list  of  those  requisite,  and 
— - gotfrom  Thomas  S.  Grubb,  druggist,  Clonmel. 


Hospital. 

Receipt. 

1830  .£.207  0 0 

1831  - 257  10  6 

1832  • 248  9 0 

DlSrJSN.SARY. 
Receipt. 

1830  - £.65  3 


Expenditure. 
£.239  17  4 
254  14  C 
237  16  8i 

Expenditure. 
£.95  2 4 


Expenditure. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

Provisions  -£.361  15  4j 

282  15  6 

227  2 6 

^nc,'ftJpiiis,  j>  230  32  8 

207  8 4 

329  5 2 

By  sulacription  and  presentment;  the  present- 
ments obtained  from  the  county  Tipperary  only. 

1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 


Receipt. 


Geneual  Heads  op  Expekdituhe. — Salary, 
Beds,  Bedding,  Funuture,  Nurse-tenders,  &c.  &c. 


By  private  subscriptions,  and  presentments  from 
the  county  of  Tippci'aiy  only. 


By  subscription  and  presentment. 


It  is  my  opinion  that  every  town  should  have  a 
place  of  reception  for  accidents,  or  poor  persons 
laiiouring  under  acute  diseases,  requiring  the  prompt 
and  constant  attendance  of  the  suigeon.  Few  dis- 
pensaries have  funds  to  carry  this  plan  into  effect. 


The  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  Acts  prevent 
the  managing  corannIWes  from  affording  relief  to  any  but 

.and  Kilkeiim.Tan'S'^ero'beiiignoInto 
Watorfori,  .mmejous  bad  medienUnd  surgical 

^ 'Tpp“ro^a“ap“rton^thefunTf2rsucbmedS'!ind^‘iugS 

— - - -md  to  every  such  hospital  os  this  within  ten  miles  of  a county  infirmary. 


I tliink  that  if  the  funds  afforded  it,  each  fever 

aital  should  havo  two  wards,  containing  at  least  ihiyo 
each,  forbad  surgical  coses.  This  being  a nioimliuo- 
ous  neighbourhood,  the  poor  are  very  liable  to  severe 
accidents  j and  the  ninnufaciuro  of  flour  in  tiiis  town  and 
leighbourbood  being  carried  on  very  extensively,  those  eit- 
1 -v-..., -hinery  are  very  liable  to  injuries. 


geged  about  the  t 


ir  hospital  { et 

he  managing.  

0 in  their  own  wretched  cabins.  This  I 
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M UN  STER— Ti  PPE  a a ry. 


Cloghjordaa  Fevei'  Hospital  and 
Dispensaiy. 

Clonmel  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Nenagh  Fever  Hospital. 

Committee  aod  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

The  Cloffhjordan  Dispensary  and  Cloghjotdan  Fever 
unniiial  i separate  es'ablishments,  superintended  by  the 
•uune  medical  attendant,  Dr.  Drought.  The  object  of 
Se  Dispensary  is  to  afford  advice  and  medicine  (gratis) 
to  the  peer  ef  the  surrounding  district.  The  object  of  the 
Fever  Hospital  is  to  prevent  the  spreading  ef  contagious 
disease  Dispensary  established  in  1813,  Fever  Hospital 
in  1829. 

Clonmel  Fever  Hospital  end  Dispensary.  The 
. dispensary  established  about  1786  for  dispensing 
medicine  and  medical  advice  gratuitously  to  the 
poor.  Fever  hospital,  about  1808,  for  reception 
of  fever  cases.  A suigeiy  attached  in  1829,  fur 
accidental  cases  requiring  surgical  aid. 

Nenagh  Fever  Hospital ; new  building  finished 
21st  January  1829. 

Seven;  viz.  Modreeny,  Ballingarry,  Eglish, 
Ballymacky,  Congar,  Barm,  TempUharry.  The 
last  is  in  the  cxti'emity  of  King’s  County ; the 
others  all  in  Tipperary.  Modreeny,  TempUharry 
and  Ballingarry,  are  principally  attended  to. 

Parts  of  five  parishes,  Clonmel,  Kilgi'ant,  Ruth- 
wynan,  Kiltegan  and  Abby.  A populous  suburb  of 
Clonmel  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  and  a mile 
in  that  county  from  Clonmel  is  included  in  this 
disbiet. 

Twenty-two  parishes ; all  in  Tipperary. 

A dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Shinrone,  in 
Nen^h  and  Birr.  A dispensary  at  Baliymacky, 
Tumavara,  Moneyglass  and  two  in  Borris  O’Kane. 

Dispensaries  at  Kilshulim  about  five  miles ; 
Fetbard,  seven ; Poulnamncka,  sis ; Newcastle, 
eight ; dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  Clahir, 
eight. 

Nenagh,  Silvemiines,  five  Irish  miles;  Tooma- 
vara,five;  Ballymaeky,  five;  Borris  O’Kane,  eight; 
Cloghjordan,  seven.  Also  a Fever  Hospital  there. 

The  Cloghjordan  Dispensary  and  Fever  Hospital 
ate  separate  eslabiisiiments,  although  for  the  most  part 
sopoetled  by  the  same  subscribers.  The  medical  genllc- 
niaii  receives  80f.  pec  annum  for  attending  both  estabtish- 
menls ; 6b  is  given  for  rent  of  .dispensary.  There  is  no 

The  dispensary  and  fever  hoqiital,  including 
the  surgery,  are  attached  to  the  same  establish- 
ment. No  separate  aHowanoe  is  given  for  district 
Doctor’s  salary,'  1001.  per  anrnim.  No  other  ; 
anjium,  with  the  use  of  apartments  for  his  constant 

or  specific  duties  to  the  medical  gentleman, 
allowance.  Apothccary’.s  salary,  601.  per 
residence  on  the  premises. 

I attend  Che  dispensary  and  fever  hospital  of 
Cloghjordan  only.  The  first  is  attached  to  the 
house  I reside  in.  The  hospital  a quarter  of  a mile 
distant.  Salary,  60  L Both  institutions  are  at- 
tended daily. 

The  medical  gentleman  attend  only  this  esta- 
blishment. Daily  attendance  is  required  to  the 
dispensaiy,  fever  hospital  and  surgery ; also  per- 
sonal attendance  at  the  patients'  houses,  and  the 
doctor  is  subject  to  be  called  on  at  all  hour's. 

Three  medical  gentlemen  attend  this  hospital, 
and  take  the  duty  monthly  in  rotation.  One  at- 
tends a dispensary  at  Silvermines ; (he  can  answer 
for  himself. ) The  salary  is  20  7,  each,  and  attend- 

Certainly,  in  all  cases  and  at  all  times. 

It  is  considered  the  duty  of  the  medical  gentle- 
men  in  all  cases  to  give  personal  attendance. 

We  do. 

There  is  a regular  register  kept  at  the  dispen- 
sary, of  all  the  cases  where  applications  for  meical 
or  surgical  aid  has  been  made  on  subscribers' 
tickets.  A similar  register  for  the  fever  hospital, 
stating  the  result  of  treatment,  &c.  Both  are  open 
lo  the  public  inspection  of  the  subscribers. 

A r^istry  is  kept  of  all  cases  of  application  for 
aid,  and  how  these  have  been  disposed  of;  but  not 
of  the  results,  except  cases  in  ^er  hospital  and 
surgery. 

Yes. 

6,073  patients  have  been  relieved  within  the 
last  three  years,  being  an  aa-erage  of  2,024  for  each 
year.  Sisty-three  bad  cases  of  fever  were  treated 
in  the  hospital  during  the  same  period. 

j HospitaL 

1 Admitted.  Discharged. 

i 1830  - 376  1 345 

1831  - 502  479 

1932  - 233  1 207 

Though  a registry  is  kept 
dispensary,  tbeir  complaints  an 
of  diseases  and  results  of  medic 
query  to  be  answered.  It  is  nea 

U 

29 

1 ^ 
of  the  pa 
d prescript! 
riv  imnracti 

Dispensary, 

6,606  , 
6,884  1 
4,869 

.tients  to  the  1 

arc  not  particui 
cable  tu  r'cgistci 

1831  - • - 158 

1832  - - - 155  • 

1833  - - - 275 

588 

lief,  the  classification 
larized  to  enaltlc  this 

Seldom,  I believe. 

Particular  care  is  taken  to  prevent  persons  parti- 
cipating in  the  benefit  of  this  charity,  who  are  in 
circumstances  not  to  require  gratuitous  assistance. 

1 Never. 

By  Messrs.  Boileau  & Geotge,  dniggists,  88, 
ftide-strect,  Dublin,  by  direction  of  the  super- 
intendent, and  per  order  of  our  treasurer,  the  ^v. 
Williain  T.  Homan.  Yearly  e.\pense  for  medi- 
cine about,  on  an  average,  37 1. 

Medicines  are  purchased  from  the  wholesale  drug- 
gists at  wholesale  prices.  The  apothecaiy  fur- 
nishes a list  of  medidne  wanted,  under  direction 
of  the  doctor,  which,  being  checked  by  one  of  the 
committee,  is  ordered. 

. The  committee  purcliaae  for  cash  from  an  emi- 
nent Dublin  druggist,  and  on  anival  they  are 
inspected  by  the  medical  oiHccrs. 

ExpEUDiToni;. 

Hospital.  Dispensary. 

1830  - f.  54  I 6 £.  126  6 10 

1831  - 78  12  6 85  19  8 

1832  - 41  1 2 101  16  9 

The  average  cost  of  medicine,  381.  10a. 

R 

181 

balance  - r£-  S6I  < 

Presentment  - 197  D 

Subscriptions,  &c.  200  1 
Medicines  sold  • 40  ( 

1830. 

Aalaries  £.  215  12  5 
Medicine  118  12  7 

ProvUions,|  574  6 2J 

eceipi 

i 6 
> 0 

1 

21s 

156 

36C 

1831. 

C7lli  74 
188  2 6 
!91  17  0 
40  0 0 

831. 

> 14  lOi 
: 3 74 
1 5 3^ 

1832. 

363  P 4 
319  8 C 

40  0 0 

1832. 
213  2 0 
150  13  5 
239  15  9 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  ■ - £.333  7 64  £.257  16  3 

1832  - - 420  3 9 320  13  114 

1833  - - 637  0 9 1 695  I II4 

Built  a second  house  and  offices  this  last  year; 
which  cost  3731.  6s.  7tl. 

Gsneral  Heads  of  Expenditube.— Salaries, 
provisions,  mediemes,  &c. 

Supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  by 
pnwntiiients ; the  latter  obtained  at  the  Tipperary 
assizes  (Clonmel)  only. 

By  subscriptions,  donations  and  presentments 
from  county  Tipperary.  No  presentment  has  been 
sought  or  obtained  from  any  other  county. 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  anti  a presentment  on 
the  county  of  double  the  amount  subscribed,  to- 
getber  with  occasional  fines  from  petty  sessions. 

CasK^of  praniju'ly  To  relieve  180113' 

tiror^..  rv*"***  are  considered  by  (be  deacons  as  ibe 
•“viigcsi  claims  to  rcliet 

The  funds  of  this  charity  being  well  and  judici- 
ously applied,  not  any  improvement  appears  to  sug- 
gest itself.  Were  other  funds  ohtamert,  beneficial 
effects  might  arise  fi'om  a partial  supply  of  food, 
clothing  and  fttel ; but  their  distiibution  would 
probably  lead  to  abuse,  and  be  very  difficult  to 
manage. 

We  are  not  aware  that  any  alteration  for  the 
better  could  be  suggested. 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  0/ COMMISSIONERS 


MUNSTER— Tipperary. 


Rosci'ea  Fever  Hospital. 

Templemore  Fever  Hospital  aud 
DispcBsary. 

Tipperaiy  Ffiver  Hospital  and  Cappao-li- 
whitc  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Edward  Kingsley,  Esq. , Surgeon. 

— 

I am  tlie  medical  siipeiintendent  of  the  Roscrea 
Fever  Hospital ; it  was  opened  May  1825,  for  the 
reception  of  the  sick  poor  labouring  under  fever, 
which  is  its  specific  object. 

The  Templemore  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary 
united,  established  in  the  year  1820.  The  Dis- 
pensary has  been  estabbshed  since  1815. 

Tlie  Tipperaiy  Fever  Hospital,  established  1827 
for  fever  cases  exclusively.  ‘ 

The  Cappaghwhite  Dispensary,  estaldisLcd 
A.D.  1824. 

See  Dispensary  Report  in  answer  to  this  ques- 

Four  parishes  in  my  district,  all  in  the  same 
county. 

The  district  extends  widely;  none  are  refused 
advice  who  require  it. 

Answered. 

There  is  a dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at 
Roscrea,  a dispensary  at  Templetoohey,  and  one 
at  Borris  O’Leigh. 

The  Cashel  or  County  Infirmary,  ten  mila  dis. 
tant;  the  Cashel  Fever  Hospital;  the  Duudrum 
Dispensary.  . 

Answered. 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infiaraary  in  my  district, 
but  there  is  a dispensary  at  Templetoohey,  four 
miles,  and  one  at  Borris  O’Leigh,  five  miles  from 
my  district.  I believe  the  emoluments  derived 
fr'om  each  about  60 1. 

The  Tipiierary  Dispensary  is  attended  and  sup. 
ported  independent  of  the  fever  hospital;  apothe- 
caryis  paid  40  Z.  peraunum;  suigeons  and  phy. 
sicians  prescribe  gratuitously. 

I attend  the  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

I attend  but  the  Templemore  Dispensary  and 
Fever  Hospital ; I receive  a salary  of  90  Z.  Irish, 
for  compounding  medicine  and  attendance ; I am 
required  to  attraid  three  times  aweek  the  dispen- 
sary, and  the  fever  Hospital  every  day. 

The  Cappaghwhite  Dispensary,  distant  seven 
miles,  is  solely  under  my  cate;  I attend  twice  a 
week,  and  the  fever  hospital,  Tipperary,  for  thres 
months;  for  the  fonner  I receive  35Z.  yearly;  for 
the  latter,  25 1. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  personally  to 
every  case  reported. 

I do. 

We  keep  a register,  stating  the  number  of  pa- 
tients admitted,  by  whom  recommended,  residence 
of  patients,  nature  of  fever  and  how  disposed  of. 

There  is  a registry  kept  of  all  applications  for 
aid,  and  the  person  requiring  aid  immediately  put 
into  hospital. 

About  20  new  cases  are  weekly  recommended  to 
the  Cappaghwhite  Dispensary  wifti  variable  results; 
medicine  ceasing  to  control  disease  unassisted  by 
proper  nurse- tending,  or  exerting  pernicious  effects 
from  cold  or  unsuitable  diet. 

Admitted. 

1830  ...  116 

1831  - . - 129 

1832  - - - 73 

317 

Cured  - - 298 
Died  - - 19  1 

317 

Number  of  patients  admitted,  318. 

Oired  - - - 276 

Died  - - - 19 

Remaining  on  the  books  23 

About  250  patients  were  admitted  to  the  fei'Cr 
hospital,  almost  exclusively  fever  cases, 

None  applyfor  admission  but  those  whbse  families 
arc  unable  to  ^eep  them  at  home ; there  have  been,  how- 

Vom  hoi^s^and  privic  hoScs,' but  wh^paid'alf  ^pemes  i 

done,  bv  preventinff  the  extension  of  infectious  fever  in  the 

1 am  convinced  I am  sometimes  imposed  on,  but 
I use  every  exci'tion  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 
neurred ; good  was  oho  in  tills  way 
families  a part  of  which  titev  wore. 

Very  seldom. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Leslie, 
Bride-street,  and  are  compounded  by  out  own 
apothecary. 

The  committee  order  the  medicines,  which  are 
got  from  Boileiu  & George,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 

Supplied  by  the  druggist,  by  order  of  the  tiia- 
surer  and  surgeon,  with  the  sanction  of  committee. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  state  with  accuracy  the 
lio«d  Jidc  expenditure  of  the  fever  hospital,  in 
consequence  of  its  funds  being  applied  to  supply  the 
deftcisucy  of  the  income  of  the  dispensary,  wliich 
is  always  quite  inadequate  to  its  support. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1830  - ^.306  0 0 £.280  2 11 

1831  - - 363  3 0 299  6 0 

1832  - - 314  3 6 1 289  0 7 

General  He.vds  of  Expenditure Bread, 

milk,  oatmeal,  meat,  wine,  tea,  sugar,  physician's 
and  apothecary’s  salaries,  nurse-tondcrs’  and  servants’ 
w^es,  turf,  candles,  soap,  blankets,  sheets,  &c.  &c. 

Receipt. 

1830.  1831.  1832. 

Balance  - £.20  8 0 32  1 4 172  10  11 

Subscription  77  8 0 120  11  6 72  4 0 

Presentment  120  14  0 208  6 6 114  6 0 

Expenditure. 

1830  - - . £.196  13  3 

1831  ...  188  8 5 

1832  ...  231  0 lOJ 

Hospital. 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - £.227  18  6 £.222  3 10 

1831  . 438  2 6 254  16  7 

1832  . 287  14  0 1 320  5 6 

pISPENSARV. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1830  - £..59  0 0 £.58  8 7i 

1831  - 48  0 0 70  0 7 

1832  - 35  15  0 1 61  6 7 

Supported  Ijy  voluntary  subscriptions  and  dona- 
tions, and  by  a presentment  paid  by  the  county, 
amounting  to  double  the  sum  received  according 
to  the  68  Geo.  3.  c.  47.s.  7. 

Supported  by  subscriptions,  donations  and  pre. 
sentments  obtained  from  the  same  county. 

By  subscriptions  and  county  presentment. 

We  hope,  after  some  time,  by  strict  economy,  to 
be  able  to  enclose  the  fever  hosjiital  with  a wall ; 
it  must  (till  so  desirable  an  object  is  effected)  be 
considered  incomplete,  as  the  ingress  of  visitors,  who 
do  much  mischief  in  a variety  of  ways,  cannot  now  be 
prereiited,  We  already  have  a balance  in  hand 
towards  so  necessary  and  indispensable  a matter. 

I know  of  no  alteration  in  the  funds  to  render 
the  establishment  more  efficient;  I would  beg  to 
premise,  that  if  a few  surgical  wards  were  added  to 

immediato  surgical  aid,  it  wouirt  be  of  mfinilc  servicc%nd 
Whicli  cannot  be  removed  to  the  county  hospital, beingsix- 
tcen  miles  from  iny  district  j the  funds  are  scarcely  sufli- 

cieht  to'  support  the  establishment  at  pi'escm.  ' 

By  uniting  the  funds  of  the  Tipperai  y Fever  Hos- 
pital and  Dispensary,  a general  hospital  miglit  be 
supported  for  the  reception  of  all  severe  medics!  and 
surgical  cases,  and  all  contagious  diseases,  presmtinf 
at  the  same  time  all  the  advantages  of  daily  dispen- 
sary gtteudance.  I should  humbly  suggest  such  a 
plan  for  more  general  adoption. 
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MUNSTER^Waterford. 


pungarvan  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispenaary. 


Lismore  FeverHospitalandDispensmy. 


Waterfoi-d  Fever  Hospital. 


Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 


Arthur  Quin,  Esq-,  Surgeon. 


Committee  and  Meclical  Attendant. 


Lismore  Fever  House  and  Dispensar)', 
blisliedin  tlie  year  1815.  ' 


The  Dungarvan  Fever  Hospital,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  fever  patients.  The  Dungarvan  Dispen- 
sary, for  the  i-dief  of  the  poor,  for  all  other  diseases, 
and  for  rendering  medical  and  sulcal  aid ; esta- 
blished in  1817. 


The  fever  hospital  in  this  city  was  founded 
1799,  for  the  city  and  county  of  Waterford, 


this  county. 


parish,  including  the  town  of  Lis- 


Tallow  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Bally- 
duff  Dispensary  and  Cappoquin  Dispensary. 


The  Leper  Hospital,  the  House  of  Industry,  both 
in  this  city ; the  Dispensaries  ofPortlaw,  Tramore, 
Kilmeaden  and  Dunmore,  aiu  within  1 0 miles  of 


No  other  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary  within 
ir  district. 


but  the 


There  is  a general  dispensary  in  this  city  uncon- 
nected with  any  hospital  or  infirmary  in  our  district. 
The  apothecary  alone  receives  a salary  annually  of 


I attend  the  fever  hospital  and  dispensary,  si- 
lated  near  this  town ; the  former  I visit  every 
ly,  and  when  necessary  several  times  a day.  The 
sjieiuaiy  I attend  two  days  in  the  week,  as  appointed,  but 
generally  attend  every  day.  The  hospital  is  near  tlie 


the' dispensary. 


Tliere  is  a register  of  cases  kept  at  the  fever  hos- 
tal ; a statement  of  the  results  is  annually  pub- 


Hospital. 


Admitted, 

223 

276 

222 


I The  prevalent  diseases  are  cata 
bowel  and  rheumatic  complaints. 


It  has  occurred  that  such  persons  have  applied 
for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  but,  when  discovered, 
We  been  invatiabiy  refusrf. 


This  is  guarded  against ; 


It  never  occurs  that  jwisons  participate  in  t 
benefits  of  the  fever  hospital,  who  are  in  circui 
stances  not  to  require  such  gratuitous  assistance. 


1 viat  the  patients,  and  prescribe  for  them,  and 
the  medicines  supplied  by  an  apothecary  appointed 
by  flic  committee  of  managers. 


Supplied  by  Boileau  & George,  of  Dublin, 
wholesale  dfu^sts, . 


pnichased  by  the  Committee. 


, . ..  appheation  from  the  me- 
dical officer ; small  quantities  have  been  purchased 
occasionally  in  Cork. 


ExrBSPiTt! 
KospiteJ  1 


By  subscriptions,  and  presentments  at  the : 


It  is  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and 
grand  jury  presentments  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Waterford  grand  juries  only. 


By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  grand  j 
sentments  from  county  of  Waterford  only. 


1 only  for  this  county. 


No ; by  the  58  Goo.  3,  the  funds  of  the  fever 
Dspital  must  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  relief  of 
fectious  disorders.  In  consequence  of  the  non- 
lietcnce  of  a fever  hospital  in  the  central  part  of 
10  county  of  Kilkenny,  patients  arc  frequently  sent 
I this  hospital  from  the  adjoining  part  of  the 


iri  reduced  lo  8C 
inewuit  of  funds 


licit  1 proposed 
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Belfast  FeverHospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Joseph  W.  Bryso^i,  Eaq.,  M.  d. 

S.  Bnmey,  Esq. , Medical  Attendant. 

B.  Coffey,  Esq.,  M.  n. 

Bcl&st  Fever  Hospitsl  end  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

One>  the  parisli  of  Belfast. 

A dispensary  is  attaciied  to  the  hospital,  as  above 
designated ; no  emolument  is  derived  &oin  it  by 
the  medical  attendants.  The  apothecary  receives 
a s-tlary  of  60 1.  per  annum. 

large  meeting  specially  coi 
maioritv  of  four,  in  an  assi 

One  small  dispensary;  nosalaries.  Thesuljectof 
]jaying  medical  officers  for  attendance  on  the  iKior, 
has  divided  the  suhscribera  nearly  equally.  At  a 
aveaed,  the  question  of  payment  was  negatived  by  a 
imfaly  of  upwards  of  seventy,  held  a few  mouths  aso 

T attend  only  the  above  hospital;  five  minutes’ 
walk  from  my  residence ; receive  no  salary,  and 
consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  daily. 

I attend  the  surgical  patients  of  the  hoqiital  daily 
without  any  salary. 

As  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  above  hospital, 
I consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  personally  all  cases 
admitted  into  the  suigical  wards  during  my  week, 
which  is  once  a month,  there  being  four  attending 
surgeons. 

In  my  own  district  I do,  and  if  the  medical 
attcitdant  could  not  be  had  in  another  district, 
I have  gone  also. 

To  the  su^ical  patients  in  the  hospital  only. 

Yes,  of  the  patients  admitted  under  my  care. 

Cases  ocoaaonally  occur,  where  persons  who  are 
able  to  pay,  receive  medicine  gratuitously  from  the 
dispensary. 

mere  canlio.^'ici  inquiring  into  the  circumstances  of  those 
for  whom  they  order  medicine  tVonr  die  hospital ; and  a 

Medicines  arc  supplied  from  the  hospital  funds, 
and  ordered  by  the  committee. 

I respect,  since  the  dBily*preBctibing  for 

mI\o  bo«quainle?withVhe’piw 

By  subscription  and  presentment  of  the  grand 
Jury  of  county  Antrim. 

I am  satisfied  that  if  small  salaries  were  given 
to  a few  medical  officers,  to  attend  the  sick  poor, 
that  many  lives  would  be  preserved  and  much 
misery  alleviated. 

I cannot,  imless  by  impressing  on  the  subscribers 
and  the  medical  men,  the  impropriety  of  recom- 
mending or  prescribing  for  any  but  the  really 
necessitous;  1 also  think  the  hospital  is  not  sufficiently 
large  to  ^commodate  the  number  of  sick  peer  whostand 

system  of  Poor  Laws  would  go  far  to  remove  the  mass  of 
I think  if^inlroduccd,  the  reSly  charitable  would  pay  less  t 

Granting  moderate  salaries  to  the  medical  allendanlfc 
especially  to  those  who  attend  the  sick  poor  in  their  own 
miserable  abodes  ; gratuitous  attendance  in  my  opinion  on 
never  he  preperly  elTective,  being  generally  rendered  Miy 
when  it  suits  the  perfect  ceuvenicncc  of  those  patients  wo 
toward  the  practitioner  for  his  services, 

luman  misery  which  is  so  general  in  this  kingdomj^sni| 
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Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary, 

William  Duncan,  £eq.,  u,  s. 

Henry  Forade,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Rolert  M‘Cluney,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary;  also 
Belfest  General  Dispensary,  established  in  October 
1827. 

lam  consulting  surgeon  to  the  Belfest  Fever 
Hospital,  and  one  of  the  attending  physicians  to 
the  infirmary  of  the  Belfast  Poor-house;  cannot 
state  the  time  it  was  established. 

The  Belfast  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

One  parish,  Belfast  or  Shankhill,  in  said  county. 

Belfiist  or  Shankhill,  both  in  the  same  county, 

Only  one,  the  parish  of  Shankhill  or  Belfast,  in 
the  county  of  Antrim. 

Lying-in  hospital  and  dispensaries  os  above ; also 
county  Antrim  Infirmary  and  Fever  Hospital ; Lis- 
burn, and  dispensaries  at  Ballymacarret,  Holywood, 
Bangor,  Newtonbreda,  Castlereagh,  Whitehouse, 
Carrickfeigiis,  Hillsborough. 

One  in  Ballymacaj'ret,  Newtownbreda,  Holywood, 
Bangor,  Lisburn,  HilWrorough,  Whitehouse  and 
Carrickfergus. 

Tile  County  Infirmary  is  held  in  Lisburn,  distant 
from  Belfast  nearly  seven  miles,  where  there  is  like- 
wise a dispensary ; dispensaries  are  also  established 
at  Ballymaoarret,  one  mile ; Newtownbreda,  three 
miles ; Heljavood,  &ur  miles  ; Wliiteahbey,  four 
miles ; Cari'ickfeigus,  eight  miles ; Cumber,  seven 
miles  i Newtown  Ards,  eight  miles. 

None  attached  to  any  other  hospital ; but  there 
is  the  General  Dispensary  and  a Lying-in  Dispeif- 
sary.  No  salary  or  emolument  derived  fi'om  either 
by  the  medical  attendants. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  fever  hos- 
pital, by  which  the  infirmary.of  the  poor-house  is 
supplied  with  medicine ; the  gentleman  in  charge 

pensaiy  which  is  attended  graiuitoSl'y,  and  obtains  a grant 
from  the  county. 

The  dispensary  and  hospital  are  united,  and  con- 
ducted by  the  same  committee.  The  only  medical 
officer  who  receives  an  annual  saJary  of  50  /.  with 
board,  is  the  resident  apothecary. 

Two,  as  above;  viz.  fever  hospital  and  general 
dispensary.  No  salary  paid  me  by  either.  At- 
tendance daily. 

I attend  the  infirmary  of  the  poor-house,  and  am 
consulting  suigeon  of  the  Belfast  Hospital,  for  which 
I receive  no  remuneration.  I attend  the  infirmary 
three  times  a week,  and  oftener  when  called  on,  and 
attend  at  the  Belfast  Hospital  when  required ; both 

I only  attend  at  the  hospital  when  called  upon  as 
the  senior  consulting  surgeon,  to  which  I have  been 
attached  for  upwar(£  of  tiiirty  j-ears.  No  salary  is 
paid  to  any  of  the  medical  attendants  except  the 
resident  apothecary. 

No,  except  in  the  hospital ; the  attendants  of  the 
dispensary  attached  to  it  undertaking  to  attend  the 
poor  at  their  own  houses ; hovrever,  in  urgent  cases 
I never  refuse  to  do  so. 

I consider  it  my  duty,  and  the  duty  of  every 
medical  person  to  give  his  attendance  when  re- 
quired, if  not  otherwise  engaged. 

I do,  and  always  have  dune  so. 

The  apothecary  keeps  the  register. 

1 keep  no  register. 

There  is  -a  regular  registry  kept  of  all  the  in- 
patients, with  their  result ; and  dso  the  number  of 
dispensary  patients  supplied  with  medicine  aud 
advice  at  their  own  houses. 

Not  keeping  a register,  cannot  give  the  infor- 
mation required. 

Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

I believe  there  are. 

1 think  there  are  persons  who  receive  both  advice 
and  meihcine  from  this  establishment,  who  are  in 
circumstances  not  lequiring  such  giatuitous  assist- 

Until  lately  ordered  from  Gla^ow ; at  present 
by  the  druggists  in  the  town. 

By  druggists. 

They  are  purchased  from  the  wholesale  druggist, 
and  prepared  by  the  resident  apothecary. 

By  private  subscriptions,  donations,  charity  ser- 
mons, &o.,  and  presentments  from  county  Antrim 
only. 

By  subscriptions,  donations  and  bequests,  charity 
sermons,  weekly  collections  at  the  principal  houses 
of  worship,  and  by  the  water  tax. 

By  annual  subscriptions,  donations,  bequests,  cfiia- 
rity  sermons,  and  presentments  from  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county  of  Antrim. 

_ The  memhers  of  the  committee  divide  themselves 
into  several  sub-committees,  for  the  management  of 
™ funds,  and  I am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
me  details  to  enable  me  to  recommend  any  alteration. 

In  my  opinion  no  salary  should  he  given  to  the 
medicalattendantsof  the  hospital;  buttheattend- 
ants  of  districts  should  be  recompensed  for  tbeir 
labour. 

the  ho: 

I am  really  at  a loss  to  suggest  any  alteration, 
knowing  as  I do  the  economy  practised  by  the  com- 
mittee. It  might  be  worth  wliile  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  levying  by  grand  jury  assessment,  or 
local  taxation,  the  funds  requisite  for  the  support  of 
«pital  or  dispensary  of  the  district  where  situated, 
t depend  upon  the  casualty  of  private  subscription. 

0-5- 
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Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary.  I Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 


Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary, 


William  Matter,  Esq. 


Alexander  Kindell,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


Bel&st  Fever  Hospital.  The  fever  hospital  and 


There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  under  my  care  j 
the  sick  of  the  district  I am  in  charge  of  get  medi- 
cines from  the  dispensary  attached  to  the  fever  hos- 
pital. 


established  about  1795 ; the  present 
e,  established  in  1816. 


Theb 

situated 


The  county  infirmary  is  at  Lisburn,  seven  miles 

fromBellast.  There  is  also  a dispensary  near  Smith- 
field,  in  Belfast;  others  at  Carrichfeigus,  While- 
house,  BallymaciUTet,  Newtownbreda,  Holyvpood 


Having  been  only  a few  months 
)t  answer  this  question. 


There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  fever  hos- 
|Mtal.  An  apothecary  resides  in  the  hospital,  and  dispensa 
;eons  to  the  extern  patients.  He  also  acts  as  house  surgeon 
spital,  keeps  a register  of  the  patients,  and  performs  various 
- per  annum,  with  board,  lodpng  and  washing.  Ho  other 


There  is  no  dispensary,  hospital  or  infirmary 
within  the  district  I have  charge  ot 


ribedby  the  phys 


1 only  attend  the  Belfast  Hospital,  and  generally 
sit  once,  aud  sometimes  ttvice,  a day.  No  salary 
' other  emolument. 


I attend  no  hospital,  dispensary  or  Infirtpary. 


ay  duty  to  attend  when  surgical  aid 


I would  consider  it  the  duty  of  every  medical 
man  who  takes  the  charge  of  a district,  to  see  those 
cases  that  are  not  able  to  come  to  him  at  their  own 


All  who  come  to  my  ho 
those  not  able  to  come  I see  i 
the  district  under  my  charge 


Being  only  two  months  in  chaige  of  a district, 
cannot  answer  this  question. 

j I 

Fever.  Other  Diseases.  ,Surgicftl. 
fAdmitted  - - 574  183  3lir 

1631  4 Cured  ...  495  146  306 

fAdniitted  - - 1,034  106  268 

1832  1 Cured  - - - 944  70  2.50 

1833  fAdmitted  - - 536  123  271 

1 from  7 Cured  ...  606  78  233 

Many  have  come  to  me  that  bought  their  own 
medicines,  that  would  not  he  able  to  give  a fee,  aud 
with  moderate  care  in  the  medical  men,  those  cases 
can  be  easily  selected. 

Many  persons  apply  and  receive  gratuitous  ad- 
vice and  medicine,  who  are  in  circumstances  to 
procure  both.  ' 

about  9,000  or  10,000.  Dispensary  paiienu  (extems)  receivs 
medicine  and  advice,  gratis,  annually. 

It  sometimes  occurs  that  persons  apply  for  gra- 
tuitous aid,  who  are  able  to  purebaso  mediome. 

Cannot  say. 

The  medicine  is  purchased  iroin  wholesale  drog- 
gists,  out  of  the  funds. 

Cannot  answer  this. 

All  supported  by  sub3criptions,andagrant  from 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  Antrim,  I believe. 

' By  public  subscription,  and  by  a presentment  to 
, the  same  amount  from  the  grand  jury  of  tlie  county 
I Antrim  only ; also  by  legacies  and  donations. 

This  I cannot  answer,  havii^  never  been  in  me- 
dical charge  of  civil  establishment,  aud  the  very 
short  time  since  my  return  feorn  m^tary  service. 

I am  of  opimon  that  a portion  of  the  fiinds  might 
be  usefiilly  applied  to  the  payment  of  one  or  tee 
medical  men,  who  would  be  responsible  for  their  at- 
tendance on  the  poor ; they  would  thou  be  attended 
more  promptly  and  regularly  than  by  trusting  to 
gratuitous  aid. 
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ULSTER — Astrim. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Ztmiel  Murray,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

S.  S.  Thomson,  Esq.,  m.d. 

JFiUiam  Quin,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

One  of  the  dlstncts  of  Belfast.  The  attendance 
uj  the  district  is  gratuitous. 

TheBelfastDispensaryandFcver Hospital.  The 
dispensary  was  established  about  1792  or  1798; 
the  fever  hospital  was  attached  thereto  in  1797. 
I was  appointed  one  of  the  attending  physicians  to 
these  institutions  in  1801,  and  acted  os  such  for 
many  years.  I am  nowa  consulting  phyrician. 

Belfast  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  of  which  I am 
one  of  the  surgeons.  The  hospital  was  established 
about  the  year  1792. 

The  parish  of  Shankhiil  or  Belfast  alone  is  in- 
cluded ; this  is  all  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

There  are  several  parishes,  but  I have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  their  number  or  names  accurately. 

■Whitehousc  Dbpensary,  three  miles  from  Bel- 
fast, in  the  county  Antrim ; the  County  Antrim 
Infinnai  y at  I-iBhuro,  with  a dispensary  attached  ; 
Fever  Hospital  at  Lisburn,  in  the  county  Down, 
one  mile  from  Belfast ; Ballymacarret  Dispensary, 
three  miles ; Newtownbreda  Dispensary,  four  miles ; 
and  Holywood. 

Tbe  DispenaarieB  of  Ballymacanet,  Newtown- 
breda, Holywood,  Whitehousc,  and  the  County 
Infiimary  at  Lisburn. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  fever  hos- 
**  Chapel-lane  Dispensary;  It 

There  is  another  dispensary  in  the  town  of  Bel- 
fast, which  is  on  a smaller  sc^e ; it  is  called  the 
has  no  hospital  attached  to  it.  No  salaries  paid. 

e Diid  advice,  but,  1 think,  are  not  visited  in  their  o> 

There  is  a dispensaiy  in  Chapel-lane,  also  sup- 
ported by  subsciiptions  and  greud  jury  present- 
ments, the  duties  of  wliich  are  performed  gratui- 
tously. At  thb  establishment  the  poor  receive  medi- 
an houses  by  die  medical  gentlemen  attached  to  it. 

I am  not  connected  with  any  dispensary  or  hos- 
pital but  as  stated.  1 have  never  been  paid  any 
salary  for  roy  services. 

I do  not  attend  any  other  hospital,  and  have 
never  received  any  salary  for  my  services. 

1 consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  to  all  cases,  whe- 
ther medical  or  surgical,  to  which  I may  bo  called, 
if  within  my  district. 

My  present  connexion  with  the  dispensary  and 
hospital  is  rather  honorary  than  active.  I give  ad- 
vice to  the  poor,  as  far  as  the  occupations  of  pri- 
vate practice  permit. 

1 do,  to  such  coses  as  are  admitted  into  the  sur- 
gical wards  of  the  hospital. 

' Aregularregistrj'is  kept  at  the  dispensary. 

There  is. 

— 

I am  persuaded  this  does  occur.  [ Many  such  cases  occur  in  thc  clispensary  depart- 

! ment  from  the  indiscriminate  manner  in  which 

1 recommendations  are  sometimes  given  by  subscri- 
bers, and  medical  men  being  frofluentiv  unable  to  iudire  of  the  means  of  the  parties. 

By  the  managing  committee. 

the  prescriptinne  of  the  physicians 
ponsarv  ami  is  paid  a yoailv  salar\ 

The  medicines  are  laid  in  by  the  committee, 
being  purchased  ficin  wholesale  druggists.  They 
are  dispensed  by  an  apothecaiy,  in  conformity  to 
; and  surgeons.  The  apothecary  resides  at  the  dis- 
his  time  being  entirely  devoted  to  the  institution. 

They  have  been  purcliased  in  Glasgow,  chiefly 
under  the  direction  of  the  Dispensary  Committee, 
but  are  now  procured  from  the  druggists  in  Belfast. 

• 

By  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  presentments  on 
tbe  county  of  Antrim. 

By  subscriptions,  bequests,  &c.,  and  grand  jury 
presentments. 

___  1 am  satisfied  that  moderate  salaries  should  be  Having  too  frequently  witnessed  the  difficulty  the 

paid  to  a competent  number  of  .attending  physi-  poor  experienced  in  procuring  the  attendance  of  me- 
clans  and  surgeons,  so  as  to  secure  a due  attend-  dical  men  (even  in  the  most  urgent  cases)  in  their 
nnce  on  the  poor ; such  seems  to  he  the  iutentlon  of  the  Disiiensary  Act  in  grantbg  county  monoy.  own  houses,  I woulrt  suggest  the  api>ointment  of  a 
The  gratuitous  attendance  attaches  no  resnonribility,  and  cxi>erience  has  shown  it  to  be  inadequate,  few  physicians  and  surgeons,  to  ivhom  moder.ate 

salaries  should  he  given,  as  tlie  present  gratuitous 
system  has  totally  failed  in  securing  them  that  attentkm  which  their  wants  require  and  the  caijse  of  humanity  imperatively  demands. 

0.5.  ■ M M 
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ULSTER — A-ktrim — Cavan — Donegal. 


Lisburn  Fever  Hospital. 

Cavan  Fever  Ho,spital. 

Ramclton  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary 

Commictee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Hugh  Macdonald,  Esq., tt.D. 

/.  ^itnfcr.  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  Lisburn  Fever  Hospital,  built  in  1832 ; 
opened  to  receive  patients  in  Januai  y 1833. 

I attend  the  Cavan  Fever  Hospital ; there  is  but 
one  in  the  county ; it  was  estaUished  about  ten 
years  ago. 

The  Ramdton  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary- 
the  dispensary  established  in  the  year  1813  aid 
the  hospitaliu  1829.  ’ 

The  county  Antrim ; part  of  the  parish ; but  it 
is  in  contemplation  to  extend  its  usefulness  to  se- 
veral other  parishes  on  Lord  Hertford’s  estate. 

The  whole  county  is  included. 

The  parish  of  TuUyaughuish,  in  the  same  county 
including  part  of  Conwill  pariA. 

The  Bcltet  Fever  Hospital,  seven  miles  distant ; 
the  Hillsborough  Dispensary,  on  Lord  Downsbire’s 
estate,  three  miles. 

There  are  a vastnumber  of  dispensaries  dispersed 
over  the  county,  and  they  are  agreat  burden  to  the 
county ; and  I am  convinced  that  they  render  no 
benefit  to  the  public  commensurate  with  the  bur- 
den they  impose. 

1 The  Letterkenny  Dispensary,  seven  miles  distant; 

1 tlie  KUmacrennen,  five  miles  distant ; and  tie 
j Fanet  and  Rathmullan  Dispensaries,  the  first  tea 
roiles,  and  the  latter  five  miles  distant. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  County  In- 
firmary, at  tlie  opposite  end  of  the  town  to  where  the 
hospital  is  built ; the  emoluments  are  small ; there 
is  merely  advice  and  medicine  given  to  those  who 
can  attend.  No  patients  visited  at  their  own  houses. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  in  the  whole  county. 

None  but  the  Ramelton  Disjiensary.  My  salary 
is  50La  year. 

In  reference  to  this  question,  there  is  no  regular 
appointment  of  a medical  attendant  upon  the  Fever 
Hospital ; so  far  the  attendance  is  gratuitous,  and 
volimtary  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  virited  the 
patients. 

I attend  but  the  fever  hospital  above  specified, 
and  no  dispensary.  - 

My  attendance  is  confined  to  the  Ramelton  Dij. 
pensary,  which  is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Satur- 
days, aud  attendance  given  at  all  times  when  k- 
dered  by  a governor. 

I give  regular  medical  attendance  every  day. 

Certainly. 

Tlie  applications  for  admission  were  generally  at- 
tended to,  frequently  with  the  best  results.  No  re- 
gister, as  yet,  kept  regularly. 

Tliere  is  such  a register  regularly  kept. 

1 

1 

' I have  always  kept  an  account  of  the  patients, 
' also  by  whom  tliey  are  recommended,  and  the  incdi- 
. cines  prescribed  every  time  tdiey  return  in  the  course 
'■  of  the  year,  for  die  satisfaction  of  the  governors. 

The  diseases  were  all  fever,  and  since  the  com- 
inenceraeut  of  the  now  fever  hospital  upwards  of 
30  cases  have  been  admitted,  and  only  two  deaths. 

The  nmnber  of  persons  cdmittedfcr  the  last  three 
years  about  900,  the  average  being  about  300  per 
annum ; none  are  admitted  but  cases  of  fever,  and 
the  average  of  deaths  is  about  one  in  15. 

Recommended.  I Inocubtcd. 

J831 

1832 

1833 

1,300  I 280 

1,455  1 765 

1,203  ! 299 

There  have  not  been  any  cases  of  persons  apply- 
ing except  those  in  great  necessity. 

Seldom  or  never ; the  people  in  general  are  not 
anxious  to  enter  fever  hospitals  with  those  who  are 
in  the  lowest  circumstances ; but  I Icnow  it  to  be 
otherwise  in  dispensaries,  where  much  imposition  i 

None  are  recommended  who  I believe  are  well 
able  to  pay. 

3 practised. 

The  medicines  have  been  chiefly  supplied  by  Sur- 
geon Wethered,  who  has  attended  the  greaternumber 
of  eases  so  far  gratuitoiisly,  both  in  the  hospital  and 
at  their  own  houses  previous  to  removal. 

By  a respectable  apotbec.iry,  who  also  acts  as  as- 
ristant  and  surgeon  to  the  insritutioo. 

1 The  medicines  ordered  and  paid  for  by  the  trea- 
surer, Sir.  Watt. 

Little  more  than  the  amount  s[)ocified  in  answer 
No.  12  has  Imen  received  or  exjteudeil. 

! The  ex]>cnditureis  about  3501.  peraanum. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure- 

1831  - £.83  7 0 '£.83  7 0 

1832  - 92  15  4i  92  15  4i 

1833  - 92  le  0 1 92  16  0 

OEHER.at.  HEAPS  Or  EXPEBWTUJtE. 

1831.  I 1832.  1833. 

Salary  £.  50  0 0 60  0 0 50  0 0 

Medicine  19  9 IJ  -20  12  21  22  6 0 

ContiugeutlS  17  lo||  20  3 2 20  1 0 

It  has  been  heretofore  supported  by  subscription ; 
latterly  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  was  assessed 
at  the  winter  Court-leet  1 832,  on  the  town  of  Lis- 
burn, and  townland  of  Lissum,  coimty  Antrim. 

It  is  supported  by  volimtary  subscription,  and  by 
presentments  of  the  county  Cavan  only ; the  grand 
jury  having  the  power  of  presenting  double  the  sum 
subscribed. 

Supported  by  private'  sulscription,  and  by  Re- 
sentment, as  specified  in  the  county  of  Donegal. 

If  funds  were  available  to  pay  medical  men  for 
visiting  the  poor  at  their  own  houses  immediately  on 
the  first  attack  of  illness,  besides  the  funds  for  the 
support  of  the  hospital,  there  is  little  doubt  but  the 
sj)rcadiog  of  disease  would  in  a great  measure  be 
prevented,  and  in  some  instances  Uves  saved. 

I think  the  funds  as  well  managed  as  possible. 

None ouv  funds  are  h'mited ; we  give  ournur* 
at  the  hospital  id.  per  day,  and  6 d.  when  there  is 
a patient  in  the  house ; this  with  the  cxjieDses  a 
tending  otheiwise,  is  paid  by  fines  at  petty 
and  I believe  partly  ftom  what  is  markctl  con  i 
gencics. 
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U LSTER — Down — T tbone. 


Downpatrick  Fever  Hospital. 

Newry  Fever  Hospit-al  and  Dispensary. 

Stral>one  Fevor  Hospital  and  Dispensaiy. 

George  Suchanan,  Esq.,  M.  n. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

A.  Zfmney,  Esq.,  m.d. 

The  Downpatrick  Fever  Hospital,  for  the  trcat- 
ment  of  patients  affected  with  fever,  cholera,  or 
other  contagious  epidemic ; estahliriicd  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  not  yet  occupied  with  patients  till  ita 
outfit  be  completed. 

Newry  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  being 
one  institurion. 

The  Strabane  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary; 
the  dispensary  established  in  1812,  and  the  hos- 
pital in  1816. 

Every  parish  in  the  county  of  Down  is  entitled 
to  the  relief  afforded  by  this  institutioa. 

The  district  to  which  I attend  extends  into  two 
parishes,  but  La  chiefly  situated  in  one. 

Three  parishes ; viz.  Umey,  Cornua  and  Lock, 
and  all  in  the  same  county. 

None  other  except  the  county  Down  lofirtoary, 
and  the  Caotlewellan  Diqwasary. 

There  are  sis  other  dispensaries ; viz.  Warren- 
point,  Mcigli,  Ratlifryland,  Poyntzpass,  ForkLOI 
and  Ncwtonhamilton ; but  no  infirmaries  or  public 
ho^tals  within  ten  miles, 

i 

There  is  the  Lifford  Infirmary  and  Dispensary,  the 
Dunnamoaa,  Ardstraw,  Donaghinare,  St.  Johns- 
stown  and  Raphoe  DuqxtnBaiics. 

The  County  Infirmaty  has  a Dispensary  attached 
to  it,  open  every  WednesJay  and  Saturday  for  the  relief  of 

the  inRrmary,  and  for  which  neither  receive  any  o^itional 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital 
or  infirmary  within  this  district,  the  salary  fcir  at- 
tending whiuh  is  501.  per  anniun. 

The  fever  hospital  is  attached  to  the  dispensary, 
and  haa  no  additional  allowance ; nor  is  there  any 
other  in  the  district. 

I attend  the  County  Infirmary  dtuly,  for  which  I 
receive  annually,  as  salary,  891.  Is.  lOtl.  The 
apothecary  of  the  infirmary  receives  for  his  daily 
attendance  23  h 1 s.  6 ci.  annually.  The  Fever  Hos 
royreridence,  I and  two  other  medical  gentlemen 
salary.  The  apothecary  of  the  fever  hospital,  who  is 

None  but  the  Newry  Diqxmsary  and  Fever  Hos- 
pital is  attended  by  me. 

pital,  which  is  within  two  minntes’  walk  of 
have  undertaken  to  attend  daily,  without 
resident,  receives  an  annual  salary  of  20  Z. 

I only  attend  one  hospital  and  one  dispenstry. 

I conridor  it  my  duty  to  give  my  personal  1 The  medical  officer,  in  all  cases,  cemsiders  it  his 

atteniiancG  to  every  ease  in  either  the  County  Inflr-  I duty  to  give  his  own  personal  attendance, 
mary  or  Fever  Hoqtital.  Although  my  duty  docs  1 

not  require  me  to  attend  to  cases  out  of  those  establishments,  yet  it  has  been  my 
constant  practice  to  virit  and  prescribe  for  all  cases  of  fever  or  other  illness 
smonwt  the  noor  nf  mv  ImirirMlioh*  neivhiHTurhood.  whenever  solicited  to  do  so. 

Certainly. 

Incur  fever  hospital,  a r^ter  will  he  kept  of  aB 
(uses  seeking  relief,  how  disposed  of,  and  with  what 

A registry  is  kept  of  aD  the  cases,  when  applica- 
tion has  be^  made  for  aid. 

Tljcre  is  a rigister  kept,  and  every  cose  accu- 
rabdy  noted  down. 

The  fever  hospital  being  only  just  now  completed, 
00  patients  have  as  yet  lieen  admitted.  The  only 
diseases  for  which  medical  relief  is  contemplated, 
will  be  1'n.vpv  of  fever,  cholera  or  other  epidemic.  ' 

There  were  during  the  last  three  years  4,323 
persons  so  relieved.  The  diseases  consbted  fur 
the  most  part  of  fevers,  inflammatory  affections, 
stomachic  and  bowel  complaints,  cutaneous  aflec- 
tions,  &1C. 

1831  3,119 

1832  3,057 

\ 

No  answer  can  as  yet  be  given  to  this  Query. 

Persona  are  rarely  recommended  to  tliis  institu- 
tion who  do  not  require  gratuitous  assistance. 

Occarionally,  but  very  seldom,  and  not  lately. 

No  medicine  has  as  yet  been  laid  in ; but  it  is 
contemplated  to  have  the  necessary  stock  procured 
from  the  county  infirmary. 

The  medicines  are  supplied  by  Messrs.  Jeffries 
& Co.,  Dublin. 

Ordered  from  a druggist,  by  the  governors. 

No  answer  can  as  yet  he  given,  as  the  fevet  hos- 
pital is  not  yet  occupied  by  patients. 

Receipt. 

; £.  5.  d. 

1 1830-  • - 160  12  4 ; 

! 1831-  - - 331  6 6 1 

! 1882-  - - 263  2 2^  1 

GENEBAt.  Heads  op  Expend: 
cines,  Hospital  Necessaries,  Salar 

I Expenditure. 

£.  s.  fZ. 
1 143  0 1 

; 298  13  10 
256  18  0 

iiOBE. — Mcdi- 
ies  and  House- 

Receipt. 

£.  s.  d. 

1831  - - - - 183  12  1 

1832  - - - - 93  3 4 , 

CENEBAL  HEADS  OF  £XP£N 

1631. 

£.  s.  <Z. 

Salaries  - . - 108  6 2 

Medicine  - - - 33  17  6 

Contingencies-  - 28  10  4 

1 Expenditure. 
£.  s.  d. 
170  14  0 
1 C7  19  9i 

DJTURE. 

! 1832. 

£.  s.  d. 
54  3 0^ 

13  16  9 

Supported  by  presentment  on  the  county  of 
Dow,  and  by  annual  subscriptions  from  charitable 
individuals. 

Newry  being  situated  in  the  counties  of  Down 
and  Armagh,  the  presentments  from  those  corre- 
spond to  the  suras  subscribed  in  their  respective 
parts  of  the  town. 

It  is  6upported_  by  presentment  and  subscription, 
nnd  from  one  county,  county  Tyrone. 

I know  of  no  alteration  in  the  distiilmtion  of  tlio 
funds  of  our  fever  hosjiital,  which  would  bo  likdy 
to  lender  tliat  institution  more  efficient  in  relieving 
the  poor. 

The  distribution  of  the  funds  of  the  establish- 
ment of  which  we  have  the  charge,  seems  to  be 
regulated,  with  regard  to  the  poor,  in  the  most  ad- 
vantageous manner. 

I do  not  know  of  any  change  thot  could  be  mode 
in  the  ilirtfilmtion  of  the  funds,  that  would  do  so 
much  general  good. 

0-5- 
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CONNAUGHT — Gaiway — Leitrim — Mayo. 


County  Galway  Infirmary. 

County  Leitrim  Infirmary  and 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Ksi^ensary. 

CouHty  Mayo  Infirmary, 

Andrew  J.  Vdtch,  Esq.,  m.b. 

WiUiam  HutcldnBon,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

George  Howse,  Esq.,  m.b. 

The  County  of  Galway  Infirmary.  I understand  ; 
that  the  present  building  was  occupied  by  patients  : 
first  in  the  year  1802.  There  was  a County  Infir*  ■ 
mary  before  that  tame,  but  I do  not  know  how  j 
long.  1 

County  of  Leitrim  Infirmary  and  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Dispensary.  The  former  established 
about  33  years;  the  latter,  10. 

The  County  of  Mayo  Infirmary,  which  was  erected 
about  forty  years  ago,  in  the  tovm  of  Castlebar  and 
county  of  Maya 

They  are  aisty  in  number,  all  in  the  same  county. 

Patients  are  sent  to  this  infirmary  from  all  parts 
of  the  county,  as  well  as  the  near  part  of  Roscom- 
mon. No  distinction  is  made  in  this  country  as  to 
county  or  parish  of  patients.  Governors  can  re- 
commend from  any  place. 

All  the  parishes  in  the  county  are  included. 

One  fever  hospital  and  one  dispensary  in  the 
town  of  Galway,  and  two  dispensaries  in  the  county 
within  ten  mil^ 

In  the  connty  of  Leitrim  at  Mohih,  nine  miles  dis- 
tant ; Drunape,  four  miles ; Drummod,  ten  miles; 
Kiltubrid,  sis  miles.  'Dispensaries  are  established 
for  extern  patients  only.  In  county  Roscommon, 
Elphin,  eight  miles ; Croghan,  six  miles ; French- 
pai'k,  ten  itiilea ; Boyle,  eight  miles ; Keadue, 

No  dispensary  at  present  exists. 

No ; but  the  County  of  Galway  Infirmary  gives 
relief  to  several  hundred  extern  patients  in  the  year; 
no  salary  or  emolument  for  attending  Lbem. 

There  is  not. 

j 

No  rtgular  dispensary ; no  salary. 

Only  one ; the  salary  89  i.  I s.  9 li. ; required 
to  attend  every  day. 

1 do  not  attend  any  other  infiimary,  hospital  or 
dispensary. 

In  addition  to  the  County  Infirmary,  I attend  the 
gaol,  hospital,  bridewell  and  lunatic,  which  are 
; about  one  quarter  of  a mile  from  my  residence,  and 
which  I attend  almost  daily.  No  extra  salary  allowed 
for  the  two  latter. 

Ido.  , 

The  duty  of  every  county  infirmary  surgeon 
obliges  him  to  attend  his  patients  at  all  hours,  day 
and  night,  when  necessary.  1 also  feel  it  my  duty 
to  visit  externs  who  reside  within  a reasonable  dis- 
tance, when  unable  to  appear  at  the  dispensary. 

I do  consider  it  my  duty. 

Tliere  is  a register  to  that  efiect. 

A regular  register  is  kept. 

A re^ster  is  kept  of  all  the  mtem  patients  of  die 
County  Infirmary,  togetlicr  with  the  result,  &c. 
1 Externa  get  medicine,  trusses,  bandages,  8m.  and 
. children  arc  vaccinated 

Tlie  number  of  persons  that  have  received  relief 

JssiRMaar. 

One  thousand  one  himdred  and  twenty-five  iatem 
patients  were  relieved,  in  which  are  included  all 
sorts  of  severe  wounds  and  injuries,  and  most  taacs 
of  acute  and  chronic  diseases. 

i 

amount  to  1,406.  All  cases,  surgical  and  medical, 
aie  admitted,  except  idiopathic  fever. 

’ll” 

I 

Rein  ai  nine 
fiam  1839. 

""“■j 

Disch.arged 

inceraiile. 

Died. 

Under 

IreatiDont. 

1 

20 

27  1 

831  - 5,GB2 

i?9 

I 1TO2 

2I9  1 

BNSARV. 

- 6,153  1 1 

6 1 

27 

3 

4,356 

No. 

It  does  sometimes,  but  so  seldom  as  not  to  re- 
quire any  particular  comment. 

Some  few  cases  may  occasionally  occur. 

By  a druggist  in  Dublin,  who  is  paid  out  of  the 
general  fund. 

They  are  bought  from  adruggist  in  Dublin,  and 
prepared  or  compounded  in  the  surgeiy  of  the  in- 
stitution, for  the  use  of  the  patients,  by  a licen- 
tiate apothecary. 

They  are  purchased  from  Messrs.  Boileau  & 
George,  of  Dublin,  di-uggists. 

Receipt.  1 Expenditure. 

1831  - - (£.707  16  6 1 i.661  15  4* 

1832  - - - 731  16  3 1 711  19  11? 

1833  - - - 747  1 3J  1 713  18  OJ 

GEKERAl  HEAPS  OP  EXPENBITUHE. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

£.  s.  d.  £.  e.  d.  A.  s.  d. 
Provisions  - - 320  11  71  313  6 7i  308  5 71 

Not  having  any  private  funds,  the  county  gives 
tlie  allowance  directed  by  law,  viz.  600 1.  late  cur- 
rency ; disbui'scd  under  the  following  heads 
Provisions,  fuel,  furniture,  medicines,  instruments, 
repdrs,  rent,  salaries,  contingencies,  &o. 

Receipt.  Expenditure. 

£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

1830  - - 982  16  4 794  12  3i 

1831  - - 931  10  0 951  15  Sj 

1832  - - 692  6 6 768  4 2 

Medicine  - • 26  11  41  43  6 3 49  15  7 

Firinir,&c.  - - 37  8 7 57  7 0 47  2 101 

Uuilding,  &C.  - 26  6 91  39  1 8 48  0 3 

Ecpnics  . - - 30  1 7|  11  19  11  17  3 01 

Contingencies  - 17  18  6j  19  3 1 27  12  6J 

The  salorics  include  those  of  tlie  surgeon,  apothecary,  re- 

By  the  interest,  amounting  to  22f.  4 s.  6 cl.,  of  a 
fund  created  by  the  subsiuiption  of  the  governors, 
and  a presentment  off  the  county  of  Galw.iy  only. 

By  presentments  fr  om  the  grand  jury  of  this 
county  only,  and  yearly  small  subscriptions  for  the 
support  of  the  dispensary. 

Cliiefly  by  county  pi'escutmcnts,  and  only  from 
one  county. 

I do  not  conceive  the  small  sum  granted  yearly 
can.be  better  laid  out  than  it  is  at  present;  hit  the 
number  of  applications  for  admission  far  exceed  the 
number  that  can  be  admitted  from  want  of  sufficient 
funds. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  under  whose 
superintendenuc  lhave  endeavoured  to  answer  the 
above  queries,  that  the  funds  committed  to  their 
charge  could  not  be  more  bcnefidally  disbursed 
than  they  are ; in  which  opinion,  as  their  medical 
ofilccv,  I folly  agree. 

I think  the  funds  aie  well  applied ; but  think  a 
well-regulated  dispensary  attached  to  the  infirmary 
would  greatly  extend  the  benefit  of  the  institution. 
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CONNAUGHT — Roscommon, 

LEINSTER — Carlow — Drogheda. 

County  Roscommon  Infirmary. 

Coimty.  Carlow  Infirmary. 

Drogheda  Infirmarj’  and  Dispensary. 

The  Trsasmer, 

Thomas  J.  Rawson,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Robert  Pentland,  Esq. , Suigcon. 

TliB  County  Infiimary  of  Soscominon,  open  for 
the  i-eception  of  accidents  and  ail  diseases,  except 
uifectious  fevers  and  incurable  disease ; established 
in  the  year  1767,  31st  Maach. 

There  is  but  one  infirmary  in  the  county,  called 
the  Cai'low  Infirmary. 

The  Infirmary  for  the  county  of  the  towu  of 
Drogheda,  to  which  is  attached  a dispensary. 

Xhe  infirmary  is  open  to  the  entire  county. 

, It  indudea  the  whole  county. 

There  are  properly  three  parishes  concerned  in 
the  district,  hut  the  establishment  is  connected  with 
and  shares  its  benefits  with  parishes  in  the  counties 
of  Meath  and  Louth. 

There  are  five  dispensaries  within  ten  miles  of 
Roscommon;  Lecanow,  BaBygar,  Lanesborough, 
Tulsk  and  Strokestown. 

The  dispensaries  of  Tullow,  Myshall,  Newtown, 
Carlow,  Leighlinbridge,  Bagnalstown,  Baldnglass, 
Ballickmoylin,  Castledermot ; the  last  three  am  not 
in  the  county. 

There  are  several  dispensaries;  viz.  at  Termon- 
feckon,  Dunleer,  Slane,  Duleck,  Black  Lion, 
Bcllewstown,  CoUon,  jjulianstown,  Belbriggan, 
and  StamuUcn ; but  no  infirmary  within  ten  miles 
of  Drogheda. 

i 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  infiimary ; 
salary,  15 1.  per  annum,  with  1 00  1.  for  the  county 
infirmary;  total,  115 Z.  yearly. 

There  is  no  dispensary  immediately  attached  to 
the  infirmary,  but  the  infirmary  surgeon  is  one  of 
the  dispensary  physicians,  without  any  emolument, 

Tliere  is  no  other  medical  establishment  within 
the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda. 

The  surgeon  attends  only  the  infirmary  and  the 
dispensary  attached  thereto. 

The  surgeon  attends  the  infirmary  every  day ; 
the  salary  100  Z.  Iridr ; he  attends  the  Carlow 
Dispensary  also  every  day  without  any  salary. 

case  of  accidei 

I am  not  connected  with  any  others  than  the 
Infirmary  and  Dispensary  of  Drogheda ; my  salary 
for  the  infirmary  is  lOOZ.  (late  currency)  ; and  for 
the  dispensary  7 0 Z.  (late  currency)  ; the  attend- 
ance at  the  infirmary  is  daily,  or  at  all  hours,  in 
its ; the  dispeusarv  is  open  three  days  in  each  week. 

The  surgeon  fi^  himself  only  bound  to  attend 
patients  at  the  hospital,  but  he  often  visits  the  sick 
poor  at  their  dwellings  in  the  town  and  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

Ido. 

I am  liable  to  be  called  upon  at  all  hours  to  at- 
tend to  the  duties  of  the  infirmary  ; the  dispensary 
is  open  at  stated  days  aud  hours. 

There  is  a register  kept. 

There  is  a registry  kept  of  all  cases  admitted 
into  the  infirmary,  with  the  result  of  each. 

A regular  register  is  kspt  of  all  applications  for 
: relief,  the  names  of  applicants,  their  diseases,  and 
by  whom  recommended,  with  other  observations. 

The  general  diseases  treated  have  been  accidents. 

There  were  505  cases  admitted  in  the  last  three 
years,  principally  surgical ; fractures,  scalds,  burns, 
ulcers,  diseases  of  the  eye,  urinary  organs,  tumors, 
strangulated  hernia,  aneurisms,  &c. 

Infirmary. 

1831  - - - - 89 

1832  - - - . 83 

1833  - ...  76 

Dispensary. 

1831  - - - 4,74,3 

1832  - - - 4,306 

1833  - - - 3,000 

Many,  I believe,  do  who  do  not  require  gratuitous 
aid,  but  it  is  difficult  to  make  distinctions  or  to 
reject  on  this  ground  when  I'ccommended  by  a 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

This  must  often  occur,  particularly  in  surgica 
diseases,  where  perhaps  operations  arc  necessary,  or 
in  cases  of  sudden  accidents. 

The  medicines  are  purchased  from  Messrs. 
Boileau  & George,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  hospital. 

By  druggists. 

By  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin. 

kscaiev : 1830. 

Balance f.l  3 8J 

Vested  Balance  - . 86  16  0 
Parliamentary  Grants  89  1 10 
Presentments  - - - 600  0 0. 
Donations  and  Sub-l  as  v n 
scriplions  - - ' v 

Pelly  Session  Fines  6$  14  5 
Bent,  &C.  - - . - 93  13  8 

1831. 

106  2 1 
89  1 10 
533  16  n 

42  0 9 

1832. 

5M  16  ll 
IM  6 1 

H 

1831.  1 

Balance£.394  16  I0| 
Receipts  427  2 9^ 
£.821  19  8 

1832.  1 1833. 

383  18  3i  34  6 4 
381  7 6i!321  15  3J 
765  5 9|]356  I l\ 

Receipt. 

1830. 

Perliamcniary  Grant  *.92  6 
County  Presentments  92  6 l| 
CorporationAllowonce  50  1 1 
1 Interest  on  Debeumces  83  1 6 
Subscriptions  - - - 43  1 0 

Expenditur 

1831.  , 

92  6 If 
92  6 If 
50  0 6 j 

1832. 

92  6 If 
92  6 If 
SO  0 0 

48  6 0 

Expenditure. 

1831  - - £.438  1 4f 

1832  - - 730  19  5|» 

1833  - - 385  1 21 

* Out  of  this  sum  342  Z.  11s.  was  lodged  in 

£.  986  16 

EsPBKDtTUBE;— 18.30 

1831  - - 

1882  - 

GeneoAL  ITeADSOF  Expenditur 
Medicine,  Repairs,  Furniture,  &c. 

953  17  3 
- *.1,011 
838 

b: — Provisio 

946  6 3 
^ 4 

ns,  Salaries, 

.421  3 24 

448  9 III 

449  17  0| 

By  presentments  from  the  County  Roscommon,  a 
grant  from  Government,  an  annuity  of  92  Z.  6 s.  2<Z. 
from  the  late  Mrs.  Walcot,  and  by  annual  and  life 
Eiibscriptions. 

By  presentments  and  subscriptions,  tlie  present- 
ments from  the  county  Carlow  only. 

By  presentment  from  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county  of  the  town  ; hy  Government  grant,  corpo- 
ration allowance,  private  subsitriptions,  andintercst 
of  money  at  loan. 

The  funds  of  this  institution,  although  distri- 
buted with  tlie  greatest  economy,  are  not  more  than 
equal  to  the  expenditure  of  the  hospital,  which  has 
hcen  of  late  increased  by  several  beds  added  for  in- 
tern patients,  and  uo  alteiation  in  that  respect  can  ' 
be  suggested;  but  we  want  a fever  hospital  very 
and  infirm  objects,  to  whom  we  cannot  extend  any 

I do  not  know  of  any. 

much,  and  an  asylum  for  aged 
relief  from  the  hospital. 

I can  only  suggest,  that  for  our  present  limited 
establishment  there  is  a want  of  sufficient  funds  for 
its  support;  I would  recommend  a considerable 
addition,  to  enable  cases  of  fever  to  be  rcecived,  aud 
also  an  addition  of  beds  for  chronic  cases. 

0.5.  N 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


LEINSTER— Dublin  City — Dublin — Kildare. 


City  of  Dublin  Infirmary,  (Jervis  Street.' 

County  Dublin  Infirmary  and  Dispensary 

County  Kildare  Infirmary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Cbaritable  Infirmary,  Jervis-street,  establiatec 
1721;  but  one.  dispensary  since  the  formation. 

Meath  Hospital  and  County  Dublin  Infirmary ; 
diere  is  a dispensary  attached  to  it ; the  hospital 
was  established  in  the  year  1767,  and  derived  its 
name  from  being  situated  in  the  Earl  of  Meath's 
liberty,  and  in  1777  was  by  Act  of  Parliament 
made  tbe  County  Dublin  Infirmary. 

County  Kildare  Infirmary. 

The  parish  of  St.  Mary’s,  in  Dublin,  for  the 
relief  of  the  City  and  County  of  Dublin. 

Its  district  includes  all  tbc  parisbes  iu  the  city 
as  well  as  the  county  Dublin. 

All  the  parishes  in  tbe  County  Kildare  are  in- 
eluded  in  the  district. 

Docs  not  know. 

Exclusive  of  the  several  hospitals  and  dispen- 
saries in  the  city,  there  aie  about  eight  dispensaries 
within  ten  miles. 

KilcuUen,  Newbridge,  Rathangan,  and  Mona- 
stereven  Dispensaries,  but  no  hospitals  or  inflrma. 
ries,  except  a fever  hospital  at  Kilcullen. 

There  are  seven  sui^eons  and  two  phyacians, 
who  serve  without  fee  or  reward ; there  is  a dis- 
pensary attached  to  this  hospital. 

There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  hospital 
for  the  relief  of  extern  patients,  and  there  is  no 
salary  derived  by  any  of  the  medical  gentlemen. 

No  dispensary  attached  to  any  hospital  or  b- 
firmary  within  the  district. 

The  medical  attendants  of  this  hospital  are 
attached  to  many  other  charities  in  this  city. 

Some  of  the  medical  gentlemen  attend  otlier 
institutions,  but  not  in  connexion  with  this  esta- 

Attend  the  County  Kildare  Infirmary  only. 

lire  physicians  and  surgeons  do. 

Ceitsinly. 

I consider  it  ray  duty  to  attend  to  all  cases, 
medical  and  suigicil,  recommended  by  governors 
or  subscribers,  and  according  to  Act  of  Parliament 
to  all  cases  of  accident. 

Yes. 

There  is  a registry  kept. 

A regular  register  is  kept  of  all  cases  where  ap- 
plication has  been  made,  and  patients  admitl^ 
according  to  priority  of  application  from  governors, 
8cc. 

UeTedwithio  the  lost  three  years  with  medicine  and  advice 
eratisj  and  there  have  been  admitted  into  the  hospital  as 

Infirmary.  Dispensary. 

1831  - - 516  1 1831  - - 44,391 

1832  - - 625  1832  - - 38,254 

1833  ■ - 767  1 1833  - - 39,917 

The  cases  treated  are  generally  accidents  and 

acute  medical  diseases. 

1&31.  Infirmary  Patients  73d 
Governm'ent  Patients  64Z 

1832-  Infirmary  Patients  886 
GovecniDent  Patients  637 

1,583 

1833.  Infimtary  Patients  910 
Government  Patients  669 

1,569 

d.527 

575 

1,266 

848 

1,486 

861 

1,470 

45 

— 108 

40 

60 

— 100 
82 

— 131 
339 

Admitted.  I Cured.  I Relieved.  I Died. 
860  1 540  1 300  | 20 

6,726  Externs. 

No. 

I am  not  aware  of  any. 

Not  with  my  knowledge.. 

By  a druggist,  conformable  to  a contract,  by 
public  advertisements. 

By  a monthly  order  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee, and  from  a respectable  wholesale  dru^ist, 
Messrs,  Boileau  8c  Geo^e. 

Ordered  by  the  surgeon,  and  paid  for  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  infirmary  to  the  druggist. 

Receipt.  j Expenditure. 

1831  - £.964  12  3J  I £.1,014  11  91 

1832  - 1,055  13  6.1  | 1,011  11  I 

1833  - 1,180  16  4^  1 1,259  6 Ij 

Receipt.;  1831.  , 1832. 

Treasury  Grant  £.720  8 11  813  10  6 

Parliamentary  ditto  89  1 10  I 88  19  10 

County  Presentment  553  16  10  553  10  10 

Subscriptions  - - 255  11  6 | 2d6  3 11 

Donations,  &c.  - - 322  7 2 280  6 1 

[ntereston  Govern-)  ,. 

mentStoek.  . -/*“  •*  *•''  * 

£.2,118  16  6 |2,180  11  8 

712  11  8 

553  16  10 
246  17  2 
148  9 5 
220  18  3 
35  IS  0 
2,007  10  2 

Receipt. 

1830  - £.666  11  10 

1831  - 866  19  1} 

1833  - 789  8 I 

Expenditure. 
£.708  18  OJ 
747  13  3 1 
634  6 9i 

Provisions,  li 

Expenditure  r— 1831  - - £.2,075 

1832  - . 2,070 

183-3  - • 2,040  I 

Gbubtul  KSAOBOi’  ExfBNDiTiinB. — Clothin 
edicincs,  Insurance,  Furniture  and  Repairs,  Co 
ent  ofOid  Hospital  and  Confingencies. 

10 

g,  Prmling, 
ala,  fialaries 

Grand  Jury  presentments,  Parliamentary  allow- 
ance, subscriptions,  beijuests,  donations,  Govern- 
ment and  Bank  Stocks  and  rents. 

It  is  supported  by  presentments  from  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin  only;  by  subscrip- 
tions and  donations ; a Parliamentary  grant,  fines 
levied  by  magistrates  at  the  petty  sessions  held 
in  the  County  Dublin,  and  the  interest  on 
6,7621. 18  s.  4 d.  Government  3 Jper  cent.  Stock. 

By  donations,  annual  subscriptions  and  by 
presentments  from  the  County  Kildare  solely. 

No. 

None  that  tbe  committee  are  aware  of. 

We  cannot  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  funds,  which  would  render  the 
establishment  more  efficieut. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


LEINSTER— King’s  County — Longford  — Louth. 


County  Longford  Infirmary. 


County  Louth  Infirmary. 


King’s  County  Infiimaiy. 


George  Peacoche,  Esq. , Surgeon. 


George  Peirce,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


The  King’s  County  Infirmary,  established 
D.  1788. 


The  Longford  County  Infirmary  at  Longford.  Connty  of  Louth  Infirmary,  established  in  the 
year  1762. 


About  twenty  parishes  all  in  the  county,  except  The  district  extends  over  the  whole  county  of 
. part  of  a few  extending  into  adjoining  county.  Louth,  and  into  a small  part  of  the  county  of 
Armagh. 


There  are  six  dispensaries  within  ten  miles  of 
cur  hospital ; viz.  Clara,  five  miles ; Philipstown, 
seven ; Franlford,  nearly  ten ; Tyrrellspass  (county 
Westmeath),  seven  miles;  Clonaslce  (Queen’s 
County),  eight  miles ; besides  several  others,  vary- 
ing from  twelve  to  twenty  miles,  also  Geashill,  six 


Dispensary  at  Kenagh,  eight  miles  distant;  also  Tliere  are  dispensaries  at  the  following  places, 
at  Edgworthstown,  seven  miles  distant ; them  are  within  ten  miles ; viz.  Castle-Bellbgham,  Louth, 
two  more  dispensaries  witliin  the  county,  ten  and  Ballyraascanlon,  ForkliilJ. 
twelve  miles  distant  ff  otn  the  County  Infirmary  at 
Longford. 


A 11  poor  persons  applying  at  the , infirmary  on 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  are  prescribed 
for,  and  supplied  with  medicine. 


Yes,  to  the  County  Infirmary ; no  salary  or  emo-  There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  County  In- 
lumcnt  derived  by  the  surgeon  for  attendance  upon  firmary,  for  which  there  is  no  salary.  The  whole 
same  dispensary.  duty  is  done  by  myself,  with  the  exception  of  an 

apothecary  who  compounds  the  medicines  pre- 
scribed. 


I have  to  attend  the  infirmary  every  day,  and  the 
dispensary  fur  extern  patients  twice  a week ; salary, 
89 f.  Is.  lOd. 


No,  only  the  County  Infirmary,  where  attend- 
ance is  given  every  day  and  twice  a week  to  out- 
patients recommended  to  the  dispensary,  from  10 
till  3 o'clock  each  dispensary  day ; viz.  Mondays 
and  Fridays. 


It  is  my  duty  to  attend  all  accidents  and  urgent 
cases  when  brought  to  the  infirmary. 


case  requiring  my  attendance,  I 
: from  the  hospital  instanriy. 


Yes,  at  the  infirmary. 


A correct  registry  is  kept,  tickets  filed,  and  the 
manner  in  which  each  application  is  disposed  noted 
by  the  committee. 


Tlic  diseases  treated  embrace  the  entire 
medical  and  surgical  pracrice. 

imetri  raiients.  j Extern  : 


Patients. 


1830,  admitted 


1832,  „ . . - 220 

Of  these,  1 85  were  eases  of  sudden  accideirt,  con- 
sisting of  fraotrrres  and  wounds  of  vartorrs  kinds 


treated 


recommended  to  the  None  are  relieved  except  accidents,  without  a rcr 
commendation  from  a governor  of  the  infirmary,  who 
is  supptsed  to  have  a personal  knowledge  of  the  fit- 


Sometimes  such  persoi 
benefits  of  the  charity. 


By  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  druggists,  Dublin. 


By  a Dublin  druggist,  at  tbe  expense  of  the 
governor  of  the  institution. 


By  contract,  the  last  three  years  by  Messrs. 
Boileau  & George,  Bride-street,  Duhlitr, 


In  the  absence  of  the  tr'easurer  and  secretary,  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  answer  this  Query;  but  from 
a public  document,  I can  state  that  the  receipts 
for  year  ending  January  1 833,  865 1.  3 s.  2J  if. 
Expenditure  for  said  year',  555 /.4s.  lid. 


Expenditure. 


Supported  principally  by  presentments  made  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Ae  county  Lorrth,  Government 
grant ; there  arealso  some  annual  aubscribers,  funds 
belongitrg  to  tbe  body  of  governors,  and  fines  fintn 
magistrates  at  petty  sessions. 


By  county  preserrtroents,  annual  subscriptions, 
bequests  and  donations,  presentments  off  county 
Longford  alone. 


overnment  gr'ant,  grand  juiy  presentment 
ing's  County,  subscriptions  and-fines  levied 
sessions  in  tbe  King’s  County. 


From  my  experience,  1 am  of  opinion  that  in  all  ,^e  funds  of  tU  ^ave  ^ 

establishments  in  Ireland  for  affording  medied  rc-  accommodation 'lo  half  the  ujiidiciir 

lief  to  the  poor,  proper  food  and  lodging  should  pi„ce  u a larger  ond  more  convenient  huildiiig  i 

be  connected  asfrtVntly  as  posable  with  the  ad-  qoired ; the  present  ono  being  Ute  drst  used  os  on  ntflmis 

ministering  of  medicines,  such  as  is  practised  in  the  m rean.  .... 

consider  tl5  manner  in  which  medicine  is  given  to  the  poor  at  the  dispcnwies,  owing  to  the  povCTW. 
f Irish  Dcawnirv,  such  aa  expense  is  hul  seldom  attended  with  the  beneficial  result  looked  for,  and  often  dcirimemal. 


As  fev  as  the  intenrion  of  a county  infirmary  is 
concerned,  I conceive  ours  a well-conducted  esta- 
hlishment ; our  committee  attend  rcgtJarly  every 
Monday,  and  pass  the  weekly  accounts. 

different  hospitals  and  county  infirmaries,  as  I 
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County  Meath  Infirmary. 


Queen’s  County  Infirmary. 


County  Westmeath  Infirmarj'. 


The  Meath  Hospital,  or  County  of  Meath  Infir- 
mary, was  established  in  the  year  1764. 


Queen’s  County  Infirmary, 


. County  Westmeath  Infirmary ; between  fi 
ind  sixty  years. 


Tlie  hospital  answers  for  tlie  entire  county.  The  district  for  which  the  infirmary  has  bean  The  institution  is  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the 

established  embraces  the  entire  county.  All  sick  I entire  county. 

I poor  living  in  the  c6unty  are  entitled  to  the  bene-  > 

fits  to  be  derived  from  it,  both  as  intern  and  extern  patients.  Some  of  the  governors  of  the  institution  have  at  diffcrimt  periods  endeavoured  to  limit  the 
district  from  which  extern  patients  should  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  advice  aud  medicine  at  the  infirmary,  to  the  vicinity  of  tlie  town,  and  the  ordinarr 
extent  of  country  commonly  embraced  within  dispensary  districts.  Such  alteration  has  however  been  invariably  disapproved  of  by  a large  majority  of  the  governors.  ' 


Fourteen  dispensaries  were  presented  for  at  the 
assixes  for  1 833  ; of  these,  the  following  are  within 
ten  miles  of  the  infirmary ; Ballybrittas,  tiistant 
seven  miles  j Portariington,  eight  miles ; Mount- 
melliok,  five  miles ; Mountrath,  six  miles ; Ofier- 
lane,  ten  raUes ; Abbeyleix,  seven  miles ; and 


Killucan,  Kinnegad,  Tyrrellspass,  BaUincar| 
Castlepollard,  Castletownddvin,  Turin,  Ballinalac 
and  Castlepollard  Fever  Hospital. 


Two  fever  hospitals  and  six  dispensaries. 


Stradbally,  four  miles  and  a half. 


There  is  no  second  infirmary  in  this  county  ; 
there  is  hut  one  fever  hospital,  a very  small  esta- 
blishment, attached  to  the  Abbeyleix  Dispensary, 
which  I believe  seldom  contains  patients. 


There  are,  on  an  average,  3,500  extern  patients 
relieved,  and  supplied  with  medicine  and  advice 
annually,  for  which  the  sui^eon  receives  no  addi- 
tioual  salary  or  emohuaent. 


This  i.s  the  only  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the 
county  that  has  a dispensary  attached. 


I attend  the  Queen’s  County  Infirmary  daily ; 
number  of  intenl  patients,  from  35  to  60.  Ipre- ay,  an 
scribe  for  extern  jjatients,  for  whieh,  and  my  at- I 

tendance  on  the  county  gaol,  I receive  1841.  per  annum.  I am  physician  to  the  IMaryborough 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  where  I attend  almost  daily,  for  which  I receive  1001.  per  annum. 

’’  -j  situated  within  a quarter  ofamileofmyresidence. 


I attend  no  hospital  or  infirmary  but  this  o 
.and  the  dispensary  attached  to  it,  for  which  I ; 
paid  1841.  12  s.  annually.  There  are  two  days 
the  week  for  dispensing  medicine,  but  accidents  s 
important  cases  arc  attended  to  at  all  times. 


Both  the  infirmary  and  lunatic  asylum 


It  is  my  duty  to  give  my  own  personal  attendance  Cei'tainly. 
to  all  eases  in  any  of  the  tliree  institutions  named 
above.  It  is  not  my  duty  to  attend  to  patients  at 
their  own  houses,  but  1 do  so  when  called  on.  The 
poor  of  Maryborough,  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  arc  as  well  attended  ti 
own  houses  as  in  any  district  to  which  a regular  dispensary  is  attached. 


All  cases,  both  medical  and  surgical,  have  my 
pefsonal  attendance.  The  hospital  being  almost 
exclusively  surgical,  its  doors  are  open  at  all  hours, 
both  day  and  night,  for  the  reception  of  cases. 


No  separate  register  is  kept  of  such  c 
visited  at  their  own  houses ; a registry 
the  patients  admitted  into  the  infirmary 
those  receiving  medicine  and  advice 
paticiits. 


There  is  a registry  kept  of  all  the  cases  admitted 
into  the  infirmary,  as  well  as  the  extern  patients, 
who  get  advice  and  medicine,  bandages,  &c. 


A regular  re^try  is  kept  of  all  cases,  both  is 
tern  and  extern.  All  the  urgent  cases  were  take 
into  hospital,  and  the  remainder  treated  as  dispen 
sary  patients. 


By  the  end  of  this  year  there  will  be  above  1,000 
intern  patients,  and  10,160  extern  patients,  relieved 
at  the  infirmary.  Diseases,  generally  inffammator)', 
with  many  cases  of  liver  disease,  dropsy,  aud  rlieu- 


Interns. 


1831  - - 693 

1832  . . 730 

1833  - - 643 

Diseases  present  themselves  in  en 

those  resulting  from  over-exertion,  - 

condition  of  the  conttitution,  and  privation  from  the  necessaries 
of  life,  particularly  ai  regards  food  and  clothing,  being  most  prevalenl. 

Frequent,  and  occarionally  very  gross  imposi-  , Surir  .pe™on: 
lions  are  practised  upon  the  cliarity,  which  can  only  he 
prevented  by  a due  efegree  of  circumspection  oil  the  part  f prevenl 

of  the  governors,  as  to  the  persons  whom  they  may  recommend.  I do  not,  h 


Externs. 

8,410 

8,217 


On  the  books 
Admitted 
Cured  - - 
Believed  - - 
Died  - - - 


Yes,  owing  to  the  cardessness  of  governors  and 
subscribers  giving  tickets  of  admission  to  indi- 
viduals who  should  not  receive  such  gratuitous 


assistance. 


They  are  purchased  by  the  governors  from 
druggbt  in  Dublin. 


The  medicines  are  procured  from  Boileau  & 
George,  of  Dublin,  and  compounded  at  the  in- 


ive  an  order  for  medicine,  when  required,  and 
jpplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau  & George,  Bride- 
I Dublin. 


eceipt.  I Expenditure. 

8 4 I £.  624  17  7 
10  0 I 1,000  7 10 

7 2 I 871  5 2f 
building  and  repairs  the  last 


Expenditure. 
ue.659  12  7J 


There 


By  presentments,  subscriptions. 


By  presentment  from  this  county  only  ; by  sub- 
scriptions and  donations. 


It  is  supported  principally  by  presentments,  also 
by  voluntary  contributions,  and  by  fines  imposed 
by  magistrates,  &c.  for  certiun  offences. 


f^oL'Tom^XiA^hefofirm^ 

roost  rigid  economy  is  nbseived  in  over) 
qiiBlo  to  the  support  of  the  inslitulion,  in  t 
rls  sent  to  the  commissioners,  it  will  appe 

1 occasionally  as  high  as  M to  It  w( 


regulated  than  this  is,  in  regard'^to  the  distribution 
of  tlie  funds.  'Jlie  only  want  is,  there  are  not  funds 

™gmt°cJc"suim?to'the“hM^^^^^ 
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LEINSTER — Wexford — Wickeow. 


County  Wicklow  Infirmary,  No.  2. 


County  Wexford  Iniirmary. 


County  Wicklow  Infirmary,  No.  1. 


(at  Baltinglass.)' 


J.  R.  Crane,  Esq. 


William  Hamilton,  Esq. 


The  County  of  Wexford  Infirmary ; established 
i the  yeai'  1769. 


Wicklow  County  IhfirmaTy,  No.  1,  there  being 
second  County  Infirmary,  at  Baltinglass,  wliich 
distant  28  miles. 


Second  County  Wicklow  Infirmary.  I also  attend 
the  Stratford-on-Slaney  Fever  Hospital.  They 
have  been  many  years  established.  See  Reply  to 
Query  No.  1,  on  the  subject  of  the  Stratford-on- 
Slauey  Fever  Hospital. 


It  is  the  infirmary  for  the  county  sick  poor. 


Wicklow  Infirmary  receives  patients  from  every 
part  of  the  county,  except  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  second  County  Infirmary. 


Six ; in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  a small  pot- 
ion Kildare. 


There  is  a large  Fever  Hospital  in  Wexford,  a 
Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary  at  Enniscorthy,  ten 
miles  ; the  same  at  Oulart,  tenmiles;  aDispensaryat 
Broadway,  seven  miles ; at  Bridgetown,  mght  miles ; 
at  Taghmon,  seven  miles  ; at  Castlebridge,  two  and  , 
a half  miles ; at  Kyle,  four  miles ; at  Screcnc,  three  ; 
and  a half  miles. 


There  is  a dispensary  and  fever  hospital  at  New- 
town, within  eight  miles ; and  a dispensary  at 
Rathdrum,  also  distant  eight  miles. 


There  are  three  dispensaries  in  the  barony  of 
Talbotstown,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  besides  those 
attached  to  the  infirmary  and  fever  hospital;  viz. 
at  Blessington,  Dunlavin  and  Kiltcgan.  There  are 
also  dispensaries  at  Hacketstown,  Bolltore  and 
Caatledermot. 


There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  infirmary, 
: which  the  sick  poor  receive  advice  and  medicine 
lice  a week.  I have  no  additional  salary  for  this 


Tliere  is  a dispensary  attached  to  Wicklow  County 
Infirmary,  but  no  emolument  is  derived  from  it  by 
the  medical  attendant. 


There  is  a dispensary  attached  to  the  infirmary, 
where  the  poor  get  advice  and  medicine ; and  dl 
sudden  accidents  are  admitted  at  the  infirmary, 
without  any  recommendation  from  a governor. 


1 attend  tlie  Second  County  Infirma^  and  the 


I attend  and  perform  all  the  medical  and  surgical 
duties  of  the  County  Infirmary,  Gaol  and  Lunatic 
Asj'lum,  all  within  half  a mile  of  my  house,  and  re- 
quiring very  close  attendance.  1 visi‘  

twice  a day,  the  gaol  once  in  general 
amounting  to  183/.  6 s.  8 d.,  which  i 


1 I attend  the  Wicklow  Infirmary  and  Disjie 
i I attached  to  it  only : the  former  daily,  the 
I tliree  times  a week  ; and  for  attending  the 
• j maryl  receive  89/.  I r.  8 1/,  per  onaum. 
salary  hut  from  the  infirmary, 


I the  salary  of  all  county  infirmary  surgeor 


Total  Sapabibs 


rtainly,  at  the  infirmary,  gaol  or  lunatic 


Receiving  no  emolument  for  attending  the  dis- 
pensary, 1 do  not  conceive  it  my  duty,  nor  is  it 
expected  that  I should  do  so  ; but  humanity  com- 
pels me,  and  the  other  medical  men  here,  to  give 
daily  attendance  on  the  poor. 


Yes ; and  to  visit  when  a recommendation  on  a 
ticket,  according  to  rule,  is  sent  from  a governor. 
The  rules  require  tivo  days’  attendance  at  Baltin- 
glass,  and  two  at  Stratford,  in  the  week  ; but  ad- 
vice and  medicine  are  daily  ifiven  to  all  poor  who  apply. 


An  exact  register  of  the  cases  of  intern 
and  of  the  number  of  externs,  is  kept  by 
my  appointment  in  February  last.  The  i 
done  by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Archer. 


patients. 


A register  of  the  Interns,  how  disposed  of,  &c. 
I kept.  Of  the  Esterns,  a list  merely  setting  forth 


There  is  a leglster  kept  of  all  cases  admitted  to 
the  infirmary  and  fever  hospitol,  and  the  number 
of  extern  coses  who  receive  advice  and  medicine. 


Interns,  1832. 

Admitted,  312  ; Cured,  210 ; Relieved,  41 ; Died, 
6;  Incuiable,  7 ; Dismissed,  4 ; Remaining,  34. 
Externs,  1,984*. 

• The  exact  result  it  is  impossible  to  know. 

All  diseases,  except  those  of  a contagious  nature, 
re  admitted. 


1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 

A great  number  of  these  cases  w 
fieatians  of  dysjiupsia,  and  disci, 
poetic  viscera.  The  rest,  the  cim 
nerally  attending  our  species;  tin 


1 number. 


dificrent  modi- 
of  the  chylo- 
m aflectioiis  ge- 
iccideuts,  sores, 


Not  oftei 
Stratforcl-( 


The  district  is  poor  ; the  village  of 
Slajiey  miserably  so,  and  Baltinglass 


By  Boileau  & George,  dru^ists,  in  Dublin,  and 
re  compounded  by  the  apothecary  of  the  hospital. 


By  an  apothecary,  Wr.  ^Jolmson,  Baltiuglass. 


Dubhn. 


1831  £.520  18  9 £.5i 

1832  - 661  16  1 6f 

1833  - 700  13  { 7C 

It  is  to  be  noticed,  that  half 

the  county  presentment  for  each 
year,  is  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Baltiuglass  Infirmary,  and  is 
included  in  the  receipts  speci- 
fied above. 


OXKEaAL  HEADS 


Provisions 
Medicines  and  Wim 
Reut,  Salaries  and' 


By  prosentmeuts  obtained  from  the  county  of 
Wicklow  done,  by  interest  ou  Government  Stock, 
by  donations,  subscriptions,  fines  from  petty  ses-  . 
sions,  and  Parliamentary  grant  of  89Z.  Is.  lOci.  I 
annually.  I 


donations  and  subscriptic 


Very  considerable 


The  funds  arc  not  more  than  sufficient  to  meet 
the  present  expenditure  ; but  a nourisliment  dis- 
pensary attached  to  the  hospital  for  extern  patients 
would  be  most  useful,  and  is  highly  desirable. 

nfirmary  has  been  lately  visited  l)y  Mr.  Porter,  a member  of  the  Cmi 
ted  by  him  to  be  the  best  conducted  County  Infirmary  which  he  hads 
O O 


I believe  the  funds 


carefully  and  judiciously 


1830. 

1831. 

£.72  6 10 

£.68  8 111 

22  3 5 

34  3 3 

109  10  lOi 

109  10  10 

46  3 0 

42  1 1 9i 

37  7 Hi 
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South  InfiiToaiy. 


County  Clare  Infirmary. 


Ti’easurer  and  Medicai  Attendants. 


The  South  Infirmary. 


North  Charitable  Infirmary. 


cstabli^ed 


The  County  of  Clare  Infirmary : 
about  40  yeai's. 


A ^reat  number ; every  sick  pauper  applyi^  at 
the  North  Infirmary  is  relieved,  without  consider- 
ing  fi  om  what  part  of  the  country  he  comes ; nearly 
one  half  of  the  intern  patients  are  from  the  county 
of  Cork,  which  does  not  contribute  in  any  way  to 


I The  hospital  is  open  for  the  reception  of  patieots 
from  all  cities,  counties,  and  indeed  countries. 


the  suiiport  of  the  charity. 


Several  dispensaries ; the  South  Infirmary  and 


at  Ennis ; the  dispensaries  at 
-Fergus,  Quinn,  Tulla,  Cru- 
lacaUy, 


The  fever  hospital : 
Clare,  Newmarket-on- 
sheen,  Corofin,  Ballyn 


■ on  the  plan  of  the  South  Infirmary  (rfhe  North* 
toary),  a fever  hospital,  a dispensary,  a Lyu 

in  Hospital  and  a Foundling  Hospital.  ‘ 


Fever  Hospital. 


There  is  no  dispensary  attached 


A dispensary  for  out-patients  is  attached 
•infirmary.  Two  physicians,  at  201.  late  cm 
per  year  each,  and  one  surgeon,  at  the  same  s£ 
the  second  surgeon  attends  gratis. 


, the  infirmary.  The  salary 
is,  1S41.  per  annum. 


ne  attached  to 
itheinfirmaryi 


The  medical  gentlemen  of  this  infirmary  do  not 
attend  any  other  hospital. 


I do  not.  My  attendance  to  the  patients  in 
infirmary  is  every  day.  The  estern  patients 
attended  three  times  a week. 


The  medical  officers  do  consider  it 
pve  their  personal  attendance  in  all 


I do,  when  the  patients  present  themselves  i 
ho^ital. 


A roister  of  all 


A regular  registry  of  all  patients,  both  inte 
and  extern,  widi  the  result  of  each  case,  kept 


There 


The  diseases  treated  include  all  medical  and  sni 
gical  cases,  with  the  exception  of  contagious  fevs 
and  cholera ; the  number  relieved  for  the  last  tiv 

yeai-s  amounts  to ' 

Interns.  I Externs. 

1831  - - - 261  9,814 

1832  - - - 336  10,009 


Externs. 


Externs. 

5,943 

6,477 


Interns. 

548 

591 

543 


lutems. 

553 


; months  of  this  period  the  North  In- 
occupied  as  a choleia  hospital. 


No  instance  of  the  kind  has  been  ki 


At  wholesale  prices,  by  William  Gosncll  & Son, 
dru^ists.  • 


Messrs.  P.  A.  & C.  Leslie,  Bride-street,  Dublin. 


Expeuditure. 

£.  695  3 2J 

674  11  e| 


GENERAL  HEADS  OP  EXPENDITURE. 

Provisions,  medicines,  wine  and  eroceries,  soap, 
candles,  coal  and  lavil,  furniture  and  repairs,  inci- 
dents, law  expenses,  &c.,  salaries  and  wages. 


Grand  jury  presentments  from  the  city  grand 
jury,  subscriptions,  donations,  and  a Parliamentary 
grant  of  50 1.  late  curiency  yearly. 


By  .1  Government  grant,  by  presentment  from  I 
the  county  grand  jury,  by  private  subscriptions,  I 
and  by  fines  i^icted  at  petty  sessions.  I 


230 1,  presented  by  the  city  grand  juiy', 
s.  3 if.  from  the  Treasury  yearly ; it! 
rise  from  voluntary  contributions. 


and  441.  16i 
other  funds  a 


•maryis  at  present  being  rebuilt, 
umodation  for  lOOpalientsi  the  pte- 
charity  will  be  totally  inadequate  to 


The  North: 
) as  to  aiford  t 


The  only  improvement  which  I can  suggest,  is  to 
have  a few  addiUonal  beds  in  the  hospital  for  the  reception 
MtabMsi^enS'*aud  would  "wre '’tile  Uvm’  of’’many"’pMr  1 
people. 

a large  community  like  the  city  of  Cork,  there  ' 
of  patipcrUm,  than  providing  proper  and  ndequi 

ance  afTorded  by  a dispensary  cannot  relieve  Ih,  ^ 

necessity  of  uol  leaving  an  indispensable  estaMUhmcnI. 
contributions,  but  to  provide  from  the  public  revenues,  so 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


for  inquiring  into  the  CO^mTlOiJ  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in -IRELAND. 


MUNSTER — Cork — Kerry — Limerick. 


City  of  Limerick  InfiiTOaiy  and 


County  Cork  Infirmary. 


County  Kerry  Infirmaiy. 


Barrington’s  Hospital. 


St.  John  Gahvaij,  Esq.^ 


Medical  Attendants. 


TLe  County  Infirmary  at  Mallow. 


The  County  Infirmary,  also  the  hospital  attached 
0 the  gaol  for  prisoners. 


Barrington's  Hospital  and  City  of  Limerick  In- 
firmary, established  in  the  year  1831. 


All  those  of  the  City  md  Liberties,  four  miles 


circuraferenee,  containing  a population  of 
70,000. 


Ballyclough,  Castletown-Roche, 


Glaimtane,  - 
Donevaile,  Biittevant,  Kildoirery,  Wbitechureh, 
Glanworth,  Kanturk,  Donougbinore,  aU  within 
10  miles,  or  much  less,  of  this  place. 


There  axe  no  other  public  di^ensajies  in  the  City 
r Liberties. 


pital  within  ten  miles. 


Medicine  i 


The  extern  patients  treated  at  fiiis  infirmary  par- 
ke,  in  some  measure,  of  the  character  of  dispen- 
ry  patients.  There  is  a fever  hospital  on  a 
call  scale,  and  ivithout  an  ex]>ensive  etaf^  in  the 


provided  for  external  patients  at  the 

County  Infinnary,  by  the  surgeon  of  the  infirmary. 


One  city  dispensa^  contiguous  to,  but  not  at 
present  attached  to  the  hospital,  at  which  dispen- 
sary the  poor  receive  medicine,  and  occasionally 
advice.  No  salary  to  medical  attendants.  There 


, besides  dispensar 


other  public  dispensaries. 


1 attend  no  other  charitable  institution. 


I attend  but  one  hospital  with  the  gwl,  which  is 
near  a mile  distant  from  my  residence.  The  in- 
firmary is  daily  visited,  often  twice  in  the  day ; 
the  gaol  twice  in  the  week,  and  oftener  if  necessary. 
The  salary  is  limited  by  Act  of  Parliament. 


Some  of  the  City  Infirmary  medical  attendants 
attend  other  public  institutiona  within  the  cit}'. 


Yes,  1 am  bound  to  personal  attendance. 


times,  particularly  in  accidents 
their  admission  into  hospital. 


A regular  register  is  kept  of  all  cases  under 
treatment,  and  letters  recommendatory  regularly 


in  or  through  this  establishment,  1 
record  of  the  applicants  whom,  for 
or  funds,  we  arc  obliged  to  refuse  a 


The  number  of  internal  patients  vary  on  the 
average  from  250  to  300  every  year.  Tlie  exter- 
nal patients  average  from  1,900  to  2,000  every 
ye.ir.  Surgical  diseases  of  all  denominations,  and 
some  acute  diseases. 


377  Interns ; 4,945  Externs.  Cholera  patients, 
[1832,]  1,537. 

Medical  and  surgical  diseases,  not  infectious,  in- 
cluding all  severe  accidents,  dropsies,  rheumatism, 
hepatic  and  visceral  derangements,  chest  aficctions, 
opthalmia,  erysipelas,  &c. 


ictimes  be  attempted 


The  practice  of  a job  will  t . 
with  success,  but  certainly  stich  instances  mi 
regarded  os  exceptions  that  strci^thcn  a rule. 


It  very  seldom  occurs,  and  if  detected,  are  ob- 
jed  to  pay  for  medicine. 


This  would  be  contrary  to  tlie  bye-laws  of  Ae 


wholesale 
•y  an  apo- 


The  medicine  is  suppliedby  adru^st,  from  the 
general  fund  for  support  of  the  hospital,  and  is 
compounded  by ’ 


By  a druggist,  on  the  order  of  the  committee, 
ertifiedby  the  medical  attendants. 


apothecary  at  the  hospital. 


The  yearly  receipt  is  about  500  2.  granted  by 
preseutinent ; the  axpenditure  amounts  to  the 
same;  comprising,  support  of  patients,  food,  me- 
dicine and  other  necessaries,  wages  of  servants  and 
rent  of  the  building. 


Reccipt,£.699  14  11^  [ Expenditure, 879  U 

aENEKAt  HEADS  OF  EXIENDITURE. 

General  Hospital  Furniture  - £.218  16 
Additions  and  Alterations,  &c.  74  8 

Surgical  Instruments  - - 96  1 7 

Medicines  - - - - 68  0 

Provisions,  Cools  .and  Candles  • 1 24  1 8 

S-alaries  and  Wages  - - 269  3 

Incidentals  - - - - 38  15 

Balance  in  Bank  • - 19  16 


By  presentments  from  one  count}', 


I cannot  suggest  any ; the  funds  ar  e very  li-  Most  certainly  ; the  funds  to  all  charitable  insti- 
mited  and  most  judiciously  expended.  tiitions  ought  in  the  first  instance  to  be  advanced, 

under  proper  restrictions,  by  tbe  Treasury  and  Go- 
vernment. The  accounts  and  expenditure,  after 
having  undergone  inspection,  and  being  certified  liy 
Go^'cmmcnt  officers,  and  audited,  ought  then  be  mode  compvilsoiy,  and  grand  juries  to  pre- 
sent saiil  sum  to  be  repaid  to  tie  Treasury,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Lunatic  Asjlum,  &c. 
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i68  SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


MUNSTER — Limerick — Tipperary. 

ULSTER — Antrim. 

County  Limerick  Infirmary. 

County  Tipperary  Infirmary. 

County  Antrim  Infii-mary. 

Mr.  J.  Sands,  Apothecary. 

Charles  Vaughan,  Esq. , m.d.  . 

Win.  Stewart,  Esq.,  m.h. 

County  of  Limerick  Infirmary. 

The  County  of  Tipperary  Infirmary. 

The  County  of  Antrim  Infirmary ; established  in 
the  year  1766,  for  admission  of  patients,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  medicine,  and  giving  advice  to  externs. 

The  district  includea  the  whole  county. 

The  whole  county  send  interns.  Extems  come 
from  eight  or  nine  parishes  in  this  county;  but 
many  from  the  adjoining  counties  of  Down  aad 
Armagh. 

City  Dispensary,  Barrington’s  Fever  and  Lying- 
in  Hospitals,  and  about  twelve  dispensaries. 

There  are  dispensariesatFethard,  Caiir,  Thurles, 
Tipperary,  Lyttleton,  Poulnamucka  and  Dundrum. 

In  Belfast  there  is  a fover  hospital  and  dispensary 
attached ; as  also  a second  dispensary,  established 
at  first  for  diseases  pf  the  eye,  and  children.  The 
only  medical  offic^^d  is  the  house  apothecary  to 
the  former ; salary^b  1.  a year,  and  rooms. 

None. 

A very  extensive  dispensary  is  attached  to  the 
infirmary. 

See  preceding  Answer. 

I do  not. 

Lisburn,  as  also  the  cholera  one  when  op 
currency,  with  deductions,  as  also  the  gr 
attend  .daily  at  the  hospital,  and  on  Frid 
hospitals,  when  required,  and  no  salary  exc 

I do  not  attend  any  hut  the  hospital.  My  assist- 
ant, Dr.  Thompson,  attends  tlie  fever  hospital  in 
n.  I reecivethe  Treasury  allowance  of  1001.  late 
nd  jury  presentment  of  921.  6 s.  2d',  annually.  Wo 
ys  and  Saturdays  for  extems.  The  fever  and  liolera 
pt  those  specified.  I allow  Dr.  Thompson  601.  avear. 

It  is  my  duty  to  attend  to  the  parieuts  in  the  in- 
firmary at  all  times ; it  is  also  my  duty  to  prescribe 
for  the  extern  patients  twice  a week,  and  I visit 
the  poor  in  the  town  of  Cashel  whenever  called 

Not  imperative,  except  at  the  hospital ; but  ue 
visit  occasionally  in  the  town  of  Lisburn. 

There  is. 

A daily  entrance  of  patients,  date,  disease,  go- 
vernors' recommendation  for  interns  or  extems.  The 
result  constantly  noted  of  cures,  deaths,  &c. 

X83C 

183 

183 

Remaining. 

Admitted. 

Cured. 

Dismissed. 

Died. 

There  were  admitted  into  the  infirmary  780 
patients,  of  whom  23  died ; the  remainder  were 
dischaiged  cured,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
incmables  or  irregulars.  The  number  of  exterus 
during  this  period  amounted  to  19,019. 

Within  the  last  three  years,  4,654  patients  Lave 
been  freated  at  the  hospital,  722  of  whom  were  in- 
terns. There  are  no  diseases  peculiar  to  the  county. 
We  are  perfectly  exempt  from  calculous  cases  in  the 
bladder.  All  cases  requiring  operation  are  taheu 
into  the  liouse. 

61 

61 

46 

466 

427 

602 

483 

413 

344 

6! 

45 

131 

16 

16 

17 

Very  frequently  ; the  regulations  of  tlie  hospital, 
however,  tend  to  prevent  this  abuse  as  much  as 
possible. 

They  do,  occasionally. 

Many,  as  extems,  and  some  interne,  from  acci- 
dents, rendering  admission  necessary ; but  they  oc- 
sionaUy  give  some  remuneration. 

Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  sometimes  from  the 
Medical  Hall,  in  Limerick. 

The  medicines  are  ordered  by  the  su^eon,  pro- 
vided by  Messrs.  Boileau  & Geoige,  di-uggists,  in 
Dublin,  and  the  invoices  are  laid  before  the  gover- 
nors and  examined  by  them. 

By  a druggist,  and  compounded  by  a house  apo- 
thecary, who  has  a salary  of  301.  late  currency 
annually. 

18 

18 

IS 

ProT 

Med 

Salai 

Receip 

1 - £.  788  16 

2 - 1,099  14 

3 - - 972  2 

OENSRAL  HF.AnS  0 

1831. 

ions  - £.225  19  3 

ines  - - - 207  n 3 
esand  \Vages34I  8 7 
igcndes  - - 83  12  2^ 
ind  Taxes  • 28  1 5 

Candles  and 

t.  E 

8 £.1, 

9 

0 1, 

P EXPEKWT 

1832. 

358  7 OJ 
51  12  7 
844  16  41 
25  14  6 
22  16  5 

42  2 6i 
84  1 

rpenditure. 
16  0 OJ 
27  10  e| 
86  15  2 

1833. 

353  4 5 
152  2 31 
344  16  4 
62  3 1 
33  3 3J 

46  9 1 
69  16  6 

Receipt.  ) Expenditure. 

1831  - £.861  2 1 £.774  7 8 

1832  - - 908  16  1 807  17  9| 

1833  ■ - 975  0 0 ( 852  17  10 

Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1830  - - £.815  8 1 I 781  2 SJ 

1831  - - . 662  1 6 700  15  llj 

1832  - - 445  8 6 1 655  12  o| 

General  Heads  of  ExPENniTUftE. — Previ- 
sions, medicines,  salaries,  furniture,  &c. 

By  presentments,  annualsubscriptions,  donations, 
and  interest  on  funded  property  and  private  bonds ; 
the  presentments  arc  obtmned  from  one  county  only. 

It  is  supported  by  subscriptions,  by  presentment 
on  the  county  Tipperary,  and  by  Parliamentary 

By  presentments  from  the  county  of  Autrip  apd 
suh^iption  of  governors,  and  occasional  fines  from 
petty  sessions.  Lord  Hertford  gives  50 1.  late  cqr- 
rency  annually. 

No. 

The  funds  are  managed  with  the  strictest 
economy,  and  relief  afforded  to  as  man}'  as  pos- 

The  lessening  the  extern,  and  increasing  the  in- 
tern establishments,  where  better  food,  ludging*i 
&c.  are  procured. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


for  inquiring  into  Ike  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


ULSTER — Armagh — Donkgai, — Down. 


•County  Aimagli  Infirmary. 


County  Donegal  lufinnary. 


County  Down  Infirmary  and  Dispensary' 


Esq.,  Su^eon. 


A.  GiUespey,  Esq.,  Surge 


George  Buchanan,  Esq. 


Donegal  Infirmary,  for  the  reception  of  poor 
patients  labouring  under  medical  ,and  surgical 


llie  Armagh  County  Infirmary. 


Tlie  county  of  Do'vn  Infirmary,  mth  its  dis[ 
sary  attached,  establislied  in  the  year  1774,  for 
treatment  of  every  description  of  medical  and 
gical  disease,  except  fever,  cholera  or  other  co: 
. gious  epidemic. 


Every  pai-ish  in  the  county  of  Down  is  entitled 
1 the  relief  afforded  by  tliia  institution. 


Clonleigh,  Strabane,  Ardstrasv,  Castlederg, 
Eaphoe,T)ooaghmore,  Donaghedy  and  Taughboyne 
Dispensaries. 


None,  except  the  Downpatririt  Fevt 
and  Castlewcllan  Dispensary, 


There  are  dispensaries,  but  no  other  infirmary  i 
ic  district!  adjoitiinp  the  city  of  ArmagU  there  is  a fen 
)spiiaJ,  huiU  and  supported  by  Ilis  Grace  the  Lord  Pr 


Netvry,  Warrenpoint,  Ratlifryland,  Banbridee 
ituated  ill  the  county  of  Do<rn,  have'each  ditpeitsariai  fo 


on  in  charge  of  the  Armagh  County 
also  the  medical  officer  of  the  county 
■d  in  the  city  of  Armagh;  hissalary.aa 
he  infirmary,  is  1397.  Is.  lOd-,  and  as  | 
> the  gaol,  927.  Gs.  2d,  I 


The  county  infirmary  alone, 
geon  is  constantly  resident. 


ajiothecary  of  the  fever  hospital,  wh' 


nly,  since  the  establishment  I consider  it  my  duty  to  give  my  own  personal 
: parish  in  which  the  infir-  [ attendance  to  every  case  in  either  the  county  infir- 
mary or  fever  hospital.  Although  my  duty  does 
1 not  require  me  to  attend  to  c.rses  out  of  those  esta 
blishments,  yet  it  has  been  my  constant  practice  to  visit  and  prescribe  for  nQ  cases 


. situated. 


mgst  the  poor  of  niy  immediate  neighbourhood. 


A register  is  kept  of  the  name,  age  and  disease 
of  every  patient,  the  date  of  admission  and  dis- 
cliarge,  with  the  result. 


A reguLir  registry  is  kept  of  all  patients  admitted 
into  the  infirmary,  with  the  result  of  their  several 
cases;  also  a registry  of  all  out-door  patients  re- 
ceiving advice  and  medicine,  but  the  result  of  tliosc 
cases  not  known. 


Interns.  Extems. 

1831  - - - 173  - - - 1,456 

1832  - 163  - - - 1,163 

3833  - - - 156  . . . 1,152 

The  enumeration  of  their  diseases  would  embrace 
almost  every  ailment  to  which  the  poor  of  this 
county  are  liable. 


1833  - - - 482  - - - 2,626 
The  general  statement  of  the  diseases  treated  would 
be  such  as  tlie  Commissioners  can  find  in  any  com- 
prehensive works  onmedirine  and  surgery;  thecata- 


Cluefly  chronic  and  scrofulous. 


None  ever  apply  for  admissio 
objects  of  the  charily ; of  course, 


that  are  not  real 
tone  arc  admitted, 


It  is  probable  that 
itance  grstuilcusly  who 
inerally  speaking,  care 
oae  whom  they  recommi 


persons  do 

afford  to  pay 
cn  by  the  gc 


I They  are 
pounded  by : 


jpplied  from  a druggist,  and 
apotliecary. 


applied  by  Messrs.  Boileau 
. the  order  of  the  surgeon. 


The  medicines  arc  supplied  by  Messrs.  Boileau, 
DubUn,  wholesale  druggists,  accordiug  to  a list  from 
time  to  time  forwarded  to  them,  their  account  being 
paid  by  the  governors  out  of  tlieir  geneitdfund. 


j Receipt.  I Expenditure. 

1831  - se.827  11  8 £.938  1 1 

1832  ■ 1,045  2 II  819  6 llj  Pa 

1833  - 843  9 2 I 673  6 6i 

GeNEBAL  HeaUS  op  ExtENDITURE. — Pro-  Su 

visions,  furniture,  repairs,  firing,  medicine,  salaries, 
incidents,  &c. 


Partly  by  grand  jury  presentment,  and  the  in- 
erest  of  money  in  the  funds  arising  from  the  fines 
mposed  on  townlands  for  illicit  distillation,  and  by 
. few  private  subscriptions. 


The  only  descrijition  of  destitute  poor,  who  ■ 
rcpbciatv,  and  fur  wliosc  relief  no  legislative  enac 
lots.  The  funds  of  a county  infirmary  might,  I con 
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i;q  supplement  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  f/ COMMISSIONERS 


ULSTER — Fermanagh — Londondeii  ry — Monaghan. 


Cpunty  Fermanagh  Infirmary. 

County  Londonderry  Infiiinaiy. 

County  Monaghan  Infirmary. 

G.  A.  Nixon,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

S.  M'DovieU,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

County  Fermanagh  Infirmary,  to  which  there  is 
a dispensary  attached  for  those  recommended  by 
governor  or  subscribers. 

City  and  County  of  Londonderry  Infirmaiy. 

I have  the  county  Monaghan  Infirmary  under 
my  care,  hut  no  dispensary ; object,  to  relieve  tie 
diseases  of  the  poor  of  the  coimty  ; established  In 
1808. 

AU  parishes  in  the  county,  and  even  from  as 
adjoining  coimty,  if  lecoinraended  by  a governor. 

The  district  includes  the  entire  county. 

Ail  the  parishes  in  the  county. 

Maguire’s  Bridge,  Lisnaskea,  Chiirchhill,  Brooke- 
borough  and  Holyivell ; the  two  latter  are,  I think, 
more  than  10  miles  from  Enniskillen,  but  am  not 

There  is  no  hospital  or  infirmary  witliin  10 
miles.  The  dispensaries  within  that  distauce  are 
the  foUoiving:  City  of  Derry,  Muff,  Faban, 
St.  Johnstown,  Newtowncunningham,  Glender- 
mott,  Donaghady,  Faughan  Vale,  Lower  Cumber, 
and  Upper  Cumber. 

Dispens.aries  within  10  miles  of  me  are,  one  ct 
Glasslough,  one  at  Castletown,  one  at  Clonis,  one 
at  Balynode,  and  one  at  Ballybay. 

Not  any  in  the  county;  there  is  no  district 
marked  out. 

There  is  no  other  hospital  or  infirmary,  in  the 
district,  except  the  county  infirmary,  and  there  is 
no  dispensary  attached  to  it. 

There  is  no  dispensary  attached  to  the  County 
Monagiian  Infirmary  which  I attend;  but  I attend 
the  out-patients  of  the  infirmary  two  days  b tlie 
week,  for  which  I get  no  salary. 

None,  except  the  gaol  hospital 

other.  I attend  the  Infirmary  daily,  and 
ofteuer  as  necessary.  Salary  for  County 

No  other  medical  establishment  under  my  charge, 
except  the  Distiiot  Lunatic  Asylum.  Both  insti- 
tutions are  witliin  a quarter  of  a mile  of  my  resi- 
dence, and  within  a few  hundred  yards  of  each 
le  Asylum  twice  in  the  week,  at  least,  and  as  much 
afirmary,  891  Is.  2d. ; for  Asvlum,  1001. 

1 attend  but  one  (the  County  Monaghan  Infir- 
mary), distant  not  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile; 
yearly  salary,  921.  6s.  !|  tf.  I am  required  to 
attend  every  day  in  the  week. 

To  all  cases  in  hospital,  and  to  those  who  come 
for  medicine  and  advice,  on  dispensary  days  at  the 
hospital. 

In  every  instance. 

I do  consider  it  my  dutv,  in  all  cases,  to  give  nv 
personal  attendance  whenever  metiical  and  seigicri 
aid  is  required. 

There  is  a register  of  those  admitted,  and  how 
disposed  of.  The  names  and  medicines  given  are 
the  only  notes  taken  of  extern  patiente. 

Such  register  is  kept. 

There  b a register  kept,  how  those  applications 
have  been  disposed  of,  and  with  what  result. 

1 Re-  1 Ad- 
■maiuing-.  milted. 

1831  1 29  223 

1832  1 29  209 

1833  1 19  1 264 

Dispensaiy  - - 

Cured. 

170 

154 

214 

ri831 

1833 

1,1833 

Re- 

32 

28 

23 

15 

S3 

13 

- 3 

- 2 
- 2 

6 

4 

8 

063 

963 

662 

4,993.  The  diseases,  in  general,  are  fractures, 
ulcers,  and  affections  of  the  stomach,  liver  and  m- 
testines ; scrofula  also  prevails  much. 

Very  seldom. 

Never,  except  by  tlie  practice  of  fraud,  and  that 
very  rarely. 

It  is,  in  general,  the  very  poorest  classes. 

By  contract  from  Mr.  Colium,  apothecary  in 
EnuiskiUco. 

By  a wholesale  druggist. 

Mr.  James  Sheppard,  apothecary,  in  the  town  of 
Monaghan. 

ParUamentaryGrant  £. 

County  Presenunent  - 
Snbscriplioos 
Interest  - 

Petty  Session  Finos 

ECBirr. 

1831. 

89  10  9 
600  0 0 
42  0 0 

11  8 ( 

f 69  10  9; 

420  0 0 
IG  12  3; 
6 17  6 

1633. 

39  10  94 
400  0 0 
42  0 0 
16  12  34 
25  10  0 

Balance  - ~ £. 

Parliamenlaiy  Grant  - 
CouDty  Preseatraent  - 
Subscriptions 

Petty  Session  Fines,  &c. 

Receipt. 
1631. 
18  0 4 
92  6 2 
9631010 

92  G : 
.57  12  3 

1832. 

92  6 2 
964  12  9 
223  15  0 
92  G 1 
17  1 8 

1833. 

92  C 2 
1.286  10  9 
183  10  8 

■ 82  13  3 

Expenditure. 

1831  . . . £.  710  19  11  5 

1832  - - - 714  1 2 

1833  - - - 603  6 7 1 

.■e.l 

9.39  J I 1 

!i3.y  0 7 

•573  13  1 

OESEIIAI. 

Provisions 

Medicines 

Salaries  S - - 

Fuel,  Soap,  &c. 

Conlinsecco 

£. 

75  10  0 
175  12  8i 
143  6 7 
S 16  Hi 
173  19  9i 

184  11  7 1 227  1 4i 
Cl  14  1 GO  11  in) 
175  12  3f  175  12  35 
116  15  0 1 113  9 2 
8 15  14  8 16  lU 

106  IS  6 1 96  6 0 

CENERAL 

Balance  due  - 
Provisiona 
Medicines,  &c. 
Salaries  and  Wages 
Fuel,  Soy),  &e. 
Repairs,  Fimiituro  - 

G33  14  8 
90  5 llj 

97  C 2^ 
323  19  3J 
71  13  Oi 
42  9 2| 

PBKOJTURB. 

9 17  9 
683  2 1 
176  G 10! 
263  5 102 
174  14  11 

99  12  U 
80  15  7 

3SG  15  54 
403  11  9 
148  10  G4 
260  17  9 
103  5 3 
129  17  6i 
190  2 4j 
62  19  m 

315  3 5SI  555  0 5>'  034  13  8 

Coniingeceics 

£. 

By  presentments  off  the  county  F 
alone ; by  interest  on  a bond  of  the  corp 
EanbUillen,  for  800 1. ; subscriptions  pa 
vemora  on  their  admission;  and  fines 
maeistrates. 

,77G  12  Ull.694  0 44 

By  presentments  from  the  county  Monaghan, 
a Govermnent  donation,  and  private  bequests. 

iration  of 
d by  go- 
evied  by 

By  county  presentments,  private  subscriptions, 
and,  of  late,  by  fines  imposed  by  magistiates  at 
petty  sessions.  Tlie  presentments  are  solely  fi'om 
the  Coimty  of  Londonderry. 

I cannot,  except  to  fill  up  the  remaining  wards 
with  beds,  &c.,  as  our  funds  only  allow  30  intern 
patients. 

I do  not  think  the  funds  of  this  institution  could 
be  more  advantageously  distributed ; they  are 
managed  with  great  economy ; and  if  grand  juries 
were  authorized  to  increase  the  county  presentment, 
the  utility  of  the  establishment  would  be  more  than 
proportionably  augmented. 

1 do  not  think  that  the  funds  of  the  count)’  infir" 
mary  can  be  be  better  disposed  of  for  the  good  of 
the  poor  than  they  are  at  present. 
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for  inquiring  vito  ihe  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


ULSTER— Tyrone. 


MUNSTER — Limerick. 


ULSTER — Antrim. 


Omagh  Dispensary. 

Thomas  Maxwdl,T,9n.,  Surgcoi 


Tyrone  Infirmary,  for  interns.  Omsgii  Dispen 
gary,  established  July  1st,  1831 ; cxterns. 


Limerick  Lying-in  Hospital. 


Belfast  Lying-in  Hospital. 

Robert  Stephenson,  Esq.,  ii.  n. 


Tlie  Limerick  Lying-in  Hoqjital,  the  one  to  Belfast  Lying-in  Hospital,  instituted  in  1794,  is 
which  these  queries  refer,  J attend  gratuitously,  situated  at  the  upper  end  of  Douegal-stieet,  and  a 
along  with  three  other  medical  gentlemen ; we  all  commodious  huiling  was,crected  there  in  1 830,  for 
attend  other  institutions  in  the  city.  the  reception  and  treatment  of  puerperal  women ; 


The  three  neighbouring  j)arishes  are  included  Patients  are  received  not  only  from  the  city  and 
in  the  dispensary ; they  all  are  in  one  county.  The  county  of  Limerick,  but  from  the  neighbouring 
whole  county  is  included  in  the  infirmary.  counties  of  C3axe  and  Tipperary. 


Fintona,  Dromore,  Dnimquio,  Newfownstews 
Termonrock,  and  Gortin  Dispensaries. 


Chapel-lane  Dis])ensary  in  Belftst;  Whitehouse 
Dispensary  in  Cadmoney ; Ballymacarret  Drspen- 
sary ; Nentownbreda  Dispensary ; H<fily  wood  Dis- 
pensary; Lisburn  Infirmary;  Crumlin Dispensary. 


The  Omagh  Dispensary  is  attached  to  the 
Tyrone  Infirmary;  salary  for  dispensary,  501.  ster-  ] 
ling;  for  infirmary,  1201.  Irish.  The  accounts  of  | 
the  two  institutions  are  quite  distinct.  I 

One  infirmary  and  one  dispensary ; they  are  I 
joined,  and  on  which  I reside.  Constant  attend-  | 


The  general  dispensary  is  attached  to  the  ftvei' 
hospital,  with  an  apothecary  at  a salary  of  50  /. , 
board  and  lodging ; and  a dispensary  in  Chapel- 
lane,  without  any  particular  medical  officer. 

No  more  than  the  Lyiog-in  Hospital,  and  the 
attendance  of  course  is  required  at  uncertain 
intervals. 


Certainly,  in  the  charity  which  I superintend. 


There  is  a very  particular  registry  kept  of  the  The  roister  is  kept  by  the  resident  matron, 
admissions,  recommendations,  d^veries  and  results. 


fl831  - 229'!  The  general  com- 

lefirmary  -'j  1832  - 257  Iplaints  were,  scro- 
[.1833  - 234J  fula,  lues  venerea, 

ulcers,  fractures,  &c.  &c. 
p832  - LOSS'!  Fevers,  dyspepsia. 
Dispensary  -<  1833  - J,217  imeasles,  pectoral 
(.1834,  Jy'',  581 J complaints,  &c.&c. 


1880  - . . 106 

1881  . - - 124 

1832  - - . 101 


Not  within  my  knowledge. 


By  order  on  druggists  in  Dublin. 


By  Mr.  Bouchier,  an  apothecary,  resident  in  the  | By  the  general  dispensary  attached  to  the  fever 
city-  j hospital,  Belfast. 


Receipt. 
£.  252  4 0 
244  14  11 
1G7  4 11 


Receipt. 
j£.136  10  6 
132  6 6 


3,  and  presentments  from  I By  subscriptions,  donations  and  offerings  a 
1 charity  sermons. 


j The  funds  of  the  hospital  are  most  economically  Tiro  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  the  expen- 
I and  indeed  admirably  managed ; them  are  very  dituro  has  not  exceeded  the  receipt ; and  from  the 
many  necessary  comforts  wanting  to  the  inmates,  surplus  accumulated  in  tire  course  of  years,  the  di- 
! from  a deficiency,  in  the  funds.  rectors  were  enabled  to  erect  a building  for  the 

accommodation  of  lying-in  women,  which  was 
considered  advantageous,  as  they  should  then  be  free  from  annual  rent.  I am  not  aware  of  any  alteration  that  might  prove 
beneficial,  except  perhaps  more  extended  assistance  provided  for  extern  paupers  and  unmarried  females  in  a state  of  indigence. 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PART  I.,  FIRST  REPORT  COMMISSIONERS 
MUNSTER — CoHK — Limerick. 


Foundling  Hospital. 

City  of  Cork  House  of  Industry. 

Limerick  House  of  Industrv. 

Henri/ B.Bvanson,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Edward  R.  Townsend,  Esq.,  m.d.. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Workhouse  or  Foundling  Hospital  of  the 
city  of  Cork,  established  in  1735. 

The  Hospital  of  the  House  of  Industry.  Wards 
had  been  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  the  sick, 
for  many  years,  in  the  House  of  Industry  ; and 
about  seven  years  since,  in  order  to  separate  the 
sick  fr  om  tlie  healthy  inmates  of  the  institution, 
an  hospital  was  built. 

The  House  of  Industry,  containing  apartments 
for  the  destitute  of  all  ages,  the  infirm  end  aged 
poor,  and  an  asylum  or  hospital  for  incurable  lu- 
uatics,  idiots  and  epileptics. 

Its  jn-ovbion  extends  to  the  city  and  liberties, 
j.  e.  to  the  seven  general  parishes  of  the  city,  and 
to  sections  of  about  12  adjoining  parishes  that 
project  within  the  boundary  of  the  liberties. 

All  paupers  applying  and  requiring  either  sup- 
port or  medici  aid,  are  admitted  without  any 
distinction  of  county. 

All  the  parishes  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  and 
all  the  parishes  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Limerick. 

There  is  one  general  dispensary  for  the  city,  one 
on  the  Gianmire-road,  at  Blackrock,  and  at 
Douglas,  severally.  Within  the  given  limits  there 
are  several  which  I cannot  enumerate.  The  public 
hospitals  of  Cork  are,  the  Fever  Hospital,  the  two 
Infirmaries,  and  a very  limited  Lying-in  Hospital. 

The  medical  institutions  in  this  city  are,  the 
North  and  South  Infirmaiies,  the  Dispensary  and 
Lying-in  Hospital;  within  ten  miles  are  the 
Douglas,  Black  Rock,  Carrigaline,  Carrignavar, 
Passagewest,  Glanmire-road,  Gianmire,  Blarney 
and  Inniscorra  Dispensaries. 

No  means  of  answering  this  question  further  thsa 
that  various  dispensaries  exist  in  different  parts  of 
the  county  of  Limerick. 

There  arc  virtually  dispensaries  attached  to  the 
North  and  the  South  Infirmaries,  as  they  axe  attended 
by  a large  number  of  extern  patients ; the  physicians 
of  the  former  receive  20  vuincas  eacli,  and  one  of  the  sur- 
geons 1 believe,  20  or  30  guineas  annunllyi  the  other,  and  the 
Uhvsiciona  and  surgeons  of  the  South  Inlirmarv,  are  not  paid. 

There  are  several  medic,al  institutions  in  the  city 
of  Cork.  The  salary  of  the  physician  to  the  house 
of  industry  is  75  1.  per  annum.  There  is  likewise 
asurgeOD,  who  acts  as  apothecary  to  the  institution; 
his  sSary  is  31 1.  30  s. 

Tlie  City  of  Limericlc  Dispensary  and  City  Infir. 
mary  provided  for,  and  conducted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Dispensary  and  Infirmary  Acts.. 

I hold  no  public  situation  but  that  of  physician 
to  the  Foundling  Hospital.  I visit  duly,  oftener  if 
necessary  ; my  salary  is  50  guineas. 

I attend  no  other  medical  institution,  and  visit 
d^y  the  house  of  industry.  S^ary  stated  as 
above. 

I attend  the  City  Dispensary  ; no  salary.  Lifir- 
mary;  no  salaiy.  Fever  and  Lock  Hospitals,  10?. 
yearly.  I attend  dtuly  at  each,  or  as  often  as  re- 
quired, and  also  this  house  of  industry  and  asylum 
for  idiots,  wliich  pays  me  a salary  of  20 1.  per 

Certainly. 

Yea,  1 consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  all  cases 
requiring  medical  aid.  The  surgeon  attends  all 
1 surgical  cases. 

1 

i 

Ido. 

• 

1 Yes. 

In  every  instance. 

Tliere  are  in  this  establishment  374  persons, 
including  70  incurable  lunatics,  idiots  and  epilep- 
tics ; there  are  almost  daily  cases  of  disease ; attend- 
ing where  age,  infirmity  and  incurable  old  people 
reside,  which  require  my  attention. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

By  an  apothecary  in  the  city,  Mr.  Gosnell.  For 
the  last  six  years,  the  cost  has  been  not  quite  40  i. 
annually,  including  his  attendance. 

By  druggists,  according  to  contract,  for  which 
there  is  an  annual  competition. 

By  a druggist 

Principaliy  by  a tax  of  11  d.  per  ton  on  all  coals 
discharged  within  the  port  of  Cork ; notleyied,  how- 
ever, on  native  coal,  and  partly  by  the  proceeds  of 
its  chapel,  &c.  &c. 


By  pcesentraeots  raised  on  the  county  and  city 
of  Cork,  annual  charity  sermons,  and  voluntary 
contributions. 


of  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  also  from  the  grand 
juries  of  the  city  of  Limerick. 


I do  not  think  the  funds  could  be  better  applied.  | 
Tlie  estabhshment  is  on  a peculiar  foundation.  I 
There  is  no  direct  admission,  and  none  but  actually  i|  ’ 
deserted  children  can  be  received.  ^ 


aswer  as  an  asylum  for  all  the  indigent  and  help- 

ss,  aged,  &c.  were  its  accommodation  enlarged, 

and  ample  funds  provided  by  some  certain  cnact- 
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for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


MUNSTER — Tipperaby — Waterford — Limerick. 


County  Tippei-ary  House  of  Industry 
Lat  Clonmel.] 

Waterford  House  of  Industry. 

Limerick  Dispensary  for  Diseases 
of  the  Eye. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Committee. 

miliarn  Griffin,  Esq.,  m.d. 

The  county  of  Tip|iBrary  House  of  Industry  at 

Srtof  oied  and  infirm  persons,  mole  and  female,  of  good 
^araeter,  unable  to  maintain  themselves,  and  for  the  de- 
tention and  correction  of  vagrants  of  both  seres  also,  aud  for 
the  cure  of  such  prostitutes  as  are  diseased.  The  other  pari 
for  the  safe  keeping  end  cure  of  lunatics  and  idiots. 

House  of  Industry  of  the  county  and  county  of  the 
city  of  Waterford,  established  in  1772,  under  Act 
of  Parliament,  11th  & 12th  Geo.  III.  c.  30, 
for  support  and  mainton.ance  of  infirm  poor,  m.ale 
and  female,  lunatics,  idiots,  and  confinement  and 
punishment  of  vagrants  and  prostitutes. 

The  Limerick  Eye  Dispensary  was  established 
about  eight  years  ago,  by  the  late  Dr.  Enright ; it 
was  suspended  for  a short  time  after  his  death,  aud 
re-established  iu  1829  by  myself. 

The  district  comprises  the  entire  county. 

All  in  the  county  and  county  of  the  city  of 
Waterford. 

A fever  hospital  in  this  town,  a surgical  hospital 
and  dispensary,  also  a dispensary  at  Newcastle, 
seven  miles  distant ; one  at  Kilsh^an,  five  miles ; 
one  at  Poulnamucka,  five  miles  and  a half ; and  one 
at  Fethard,  seven  miles. 

The  city  of  Waterford  Dispensary,  Fever  Hos- 
pital, Leper  Hospital,  Holy  Ghost  Hospital;  all 
within  tlie  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford . There 
is  no  hospital  for  the  county  of  Waterford. 

There  is  an  hospital  in  the  institution  exclusively 
intended  for  its  inmates.  The  salary  of  the  sutgeon 
U 80 1.  per  annum  ; there  is  no  other  medical  at- 
tendant. 

In  city  of  Waterford  there  is  a general  dispensary, 
and  several  in  the  county.  The  medical  attendants 
of  the  House  of  Industry  act  gratuitously ; we  are 
not  prepared  to  answer  respecting  other  institu- 

No ; the  medical  officer  attends  no  public  hospi-  Tlie  physicians  of  the  House  of  Industry  do  not 
tal  or  dispensary,  but  he  is  surgeon  to  the  county  attend  upoia  any  other  dispensary,  infirmary  or  hos- 
gaol  and  attends  the  hospital  of  that  institution  j his  pital,  and  derive  no  emoluments  for  their  attendance 
duties  in  both  situations  require  that  he  should  visit  thereupon,  which  is  daily  when  necessary, 
each  at  least  once  a day,  and  oftener  if  necessary ; 
he  resides  in  Cbnmel,  and  within  half  a mile  of  the  house  of  industry. 

He  docs,  and  invariably  acts  on  that  feeling,  un- 
less he  is  obliged  to  absent  himself  finm  illness  or 
any  other  pressing  cause,  when  he  provides  another 
mMical  gentleman  to  visit  for  him. 

The  physicians  do  consider  it  their  duty  in  all 
oases  to  give  their  personal  attendance  to  the  House 
of  Industry  when  required. 

require  operation,  they  are  admitted  into 
counties  ; they  are  then  oblieed  to  take 

The  patients  are  prescribed  for  and  attended  to 
twice  in  the  week,  and  oftener  when  their  cases  re- 
quire it ; they  come  from  all  parts  of  the  city  aud 
county,  and  from  the  neighbouring  counties  of  Clare  and 
Tipperary  for  ten  or  fifieen  miles  around.  When  patients 

There  is  a regular  registry  kept  of  every  case  put 
into  hospital,  and  how  they  have  been  disposed  of, 
but  of  the  minor  cases  of  illness  which  occur  in  the 
institution,  and  which  are  not  considered  fit  for  hos- 
pital, he  only  keeps  a list  with  the  dates  of  their 
illness,  as  they  are  always  under  observation. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  persons  admitted  into  the 
House  of  Industry ; great  numbers  of  the  most 
destitute  apply  for  admission  who  cannot  be  re- 
ceived for  want  of  accommodation. 

Tltere  is  a regular  registry  kept  of  the  cases  and 

Admitted,  | Died  I h a 

513  476  1 37  1 IS  1,633 

The  diseases  treated  were  principally  venereal,  cho- 
lera and  o^anic  afiections  of  the  1 ungs  and  viscera ; 
of  tiiese  37  deaths,  nine  died  of  cholera  in  the  hospital  of  the 
iwtimtioD^and^othis^numbepr37!stobpddcd  14  who  were 

1 The  number  atteodiug  on  the  appointed  days 

11  usually  amounted  to  50  or  CO,  sometimes  to  many 
more.  Since  the  prevalence  of  cholera  last  year,  the  attendance  from  the  country  has  been  less 
regular ; they  now  perhaps  usually  average  30  or  40 ; diseases  of  the  eyes  from  very  many 
causes  are  exceedingly  prevalent  in  this  country,  and  the  number  of  blind  from  neglect,  and 
sometimes  from  ill  treatment,  exceeds  any  thing  one  could  possibly  imagine.  There  arc  seldom  less 
than  ten  heads  of  femiliesin  the  city  alone  out  of  work  in  consequence  of  diseased  eyes  which,  mul- 
tiplied by  six,  the  usual  average  of  families  in  Ireland,  make  60  pemons  constantly  out  of  bread. 

We  are  not  aware  that  auy  do. 

Certainly  not  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Board 
or  Committee. 

The  applicants  at  the  Eye  Dispensary  are  usually 
those  afiected  with  severe  or  chronic  attacks  only  ; 
the  lighter  cases  are  for  the  most  part  attended  as 
extems  at  the  hospital  or  dispensary- 

From  the  public  dispensary  of  Clonmel,  the  apo- 
thecary of  which  is  also  apothecary  to  the  House  of 
Industry. 

By  contract  with  the  apothecary  to  the  institu- 

Receipt.  | Expeiulitufe. 

1831  -i€.l,749  8 3 £.1,766  10  8 

1832  . 1,728  3 0 2,063  0 i 

1833  - 1,729  6 0 1 1,162  13  10 

Gekbaal  Heaps  of  Expenoiture S.nlaiies, 

Medicine,  Rent,  Clothing,  &c. 

Receipt:  1330.  1331.  1332. 

Balance  ill  Treasurer's  hands  - 75  5 1 113  2 0 

PresemincnU  - £.2.300  U 0 2,400  0 0 2,300  0 0 

Subscripltons  - 307  0 1)  239  5 5 237  13  11 

Dniialions  - 00  8 10  14  3 3 35  7 8 

“S-or'l.";}  SOM  55  11  6 58  7 4J 

Miscellaneous  - 30  7 0 24  4 0 24  19  7i 

Profil  on  Cattle  - 103  4 10  120  9 8 119  3 10 

£.2£62  4 9j  2.979  14  4 |2, 938  14  S 

E.cpendilure  1 1830  - - - £.2,786  19  8t 

1831  - - - 2,806  12  3 

1832  ...  2,102  11  3 

Gbnesai.  Hsaos  op  Expenditure.— Balance  paid  Trea- 
surer. Salaries,  Food,  Keccssarics,  Cost  of  Store  Fige.Con- 
liiieeneies. 

The  expenditure  has  been  307.  per  annum  house- 
rent,  and  about  57.  for  medicines. 

£.  500  is  granted  half-yeaily  for  House  of  In- 
dustry, and  3507.  half-yearly  for  the  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum attached  thereto  by  the  county,  to  which  a regu- 
lar sum  is  added,  subsistence  of  inmates  in  Lunatic 
Asylum,  manure  sold,  and  profit  on  hogs  sold. 

By  presentments  from  the  county  and  county  of 
the  city  of  Waterford,  subscriptions  and  dona- 

I do  not  believe  my  predecessor  received  any  sub- 
scriptions towards  its  support ; 1 received  during 
the  four  years  I have  been  attending  to  it,  one  dona- 
tion of  25  7.  from  the  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
aud  one  subscription  from  the  Earl  and  Countess 
of  Dunraven. 

Not  of  this  institution,  which  we  conceive  to  be  The  committee  cannot  suggest  any  alteration  iu 
'“ell  managed,  unless  perliai>s  more  employment  the  distribution  of  the  funds  of  this  establishment 
could  he  had  for  its  inmates,  but  which  is  a difficult  that  would  render  it  more  efficient  for  the  relief  of 
■hatter  to  accomplish.  the  poor  therein,  the  average  expense  of  each  in- 

mate being  under  87.  sterling  per  annum ; but  they 
arc  of  opinion  that  if  such  establishments,  under  similar  management,  were  more  gen 

eral,  it  would  be  productive  of 

much  good.  To  make  this  more  efficient,  itt  funds  as  well  as  its  aeuommodatioa  should  be  gi'catly  entailed. 

Printed\^s  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Libftr^and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B.),  PARTI.,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 
LEINSTER — Dublin— Kildaue. 


Sick  Poor  Institution,  Meatli-Street. 

Maynooth  Dispensaiy. 

The  Committee. 

William  Pergusson,  Esq. , M.  D. 

Sick  Poor  Institution,  Jleath-street,  Dublin ; 
established  1794. 

I have  been  in  constant  attendance  at  the  May- 
nooth Dispensary  for  the  last  twenty  years  ; I am 
also  physician  to  the  Celbridge  Fever  Hospital 
and  ^ Lucan  Dispensary. 

St.  Catherine’s,  St.  James's,  St.  Ltike’s,  St.  An- 
drew’s, St.  Nicholas  Without,  and  the  Deanery  ol 
St.  Patrick’s;  all  within  the  county  of  the  city  of 
.Dublin. 

Three  parishes,  all  contained  in  a circuit  of 
about  nine  miles,  on  the  borders  of  the  counties 
Kildare  and  Dublin. 

Newcasde,  Clondalkin,  Dunboyne,  Cbapelizod, 
Caatleknock,  &c.  &c. 

Several,  with  which  this  institution  has  no  con- 

There  is  also  a dispensary  attached  to  the  fever 
hospitaL  to  which  a resident  apothecary  is  fixed, 

. whose  salary  (tc^ether  with  emoluments),  amounts 
to  , wliile  the  physician  for  atteuding 

1 both  receives  80  !.  per  annum. 

There  ate  six  physicians  and  one  surgeon  at- 
tached to  this  institution,  none  of  whom  (with  one 
exception)  attend  any  other.  The  residences  of  the 

rica°wre  paid  to^hemedicVl'Xnd^w^but S’™nsequM« 
of  want  of  funds,  these  salaries  were  withdrawn  for  last  foui 
medical  ofllcers  attend  six  days  in  Ihe  week,  and  on  Sundat 

1 1 attend  Maynooth,  Celbridge,  and  Lucan  Dispensaries 

three  days  every  week,  aud  at  all  times  when  called  on  by 

half;  Celbridge.  two ;^and  ^can  one  mil”'from"iny 

teen  years.  All  the 
> in  urgent  cases. 

Certainly,  in  all  cases. 

Either  my  own  or  that  of  the  apothecary. 

There  is. 

There  is  a registry  kept,  and  shown  to  the  com- 
mittee every  year,  of  all  the  applicants,  and  the 

Relieved. 

1831  - . - 11,276 

1832  - - - 11,825 

133.8  . - - 12,109 

bowels,  S;c. ; puerperal  cot 
paralvtic  and  syphilitic  disov 

In  Maynooth,  on  an  average,  annually  about 
5,000,  out  of  a population  of  1,600  paupers  in  the 
village,  besides  the  outlets.  Tlie  diseases  have 
been  chiefiy  fevei^s  and  ague,  dysentery,  diarrhtca, 
dyspepsia,  consumption,  scrofula,  rheumatism,  rup- 
ture of  blood-vessels,  from  .the  stomach,  lungs  and 
uplaiuts,  measles,  small-pox  aud  hooping-cough, 
ders,  delirium  tremens  from  drink,  mania.  &c.  &c. 

Wo  believe  not. 

Tlieie  have  been  many  such  applicants,  but 
always  rejected,  by  order  of  the  grand  jury. 

Supplied  by  the  committee,  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  institution,  and  dispensed  by  a qualified  resi- 
dent apothecary. 

Supplied  by  the  first  druggists  in  Dublin,  and 
compounded  by  myself. 

Receipt. 

3831.  1832.  1833. 

Suhsciiptious£.186  18  1 172  15  7 179  12  1 

Donations  - 500  500  

CilyGrandJury  177  15  1 183  5 1 171  2 7 
im.onajporcent.  I 

Gov.  Slock  .6119  6118.  6118 

Expenditure. 

1831  - - - £.322  H 11 

1832  - . . 409  14  2 

1833  - . - 408  2 

Genkral  Heads  of  ExpENcrruiiE ; Salaries  to 

Medicines,  Stationary,  Coals  and  Candles,  Repairs,  I: 
niture.  Utensils,  Nourishment  Dispensary,  Physicians 

The  annual  amount  of  the  whole  expenditure  is 
about  86L,  allowing  631.  fiir  physician’s  salary, 
and  about  25 1.  for  medicines  and  other  necessaries. 
&c.  &c. 

Apothecary,  Register  and  Porter ; 
acidents,  Rent  and  Insurance,  Fur- 
and  Surgeon  (a  donation.) 

Origmally  by  voluntary  subscriptions  alone,  but 
since  Michaelmas  1826  partly  by  grand  jury  pre- 
sentment, and  partly  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 

'Ihcyare  supported  by  private  subscription,  and 
by  an  annual  county  presentment. 

Tlio  committee,  having  the  entire  control  over 
the  funds  of  the  institution,  would  be  culpable  in  ' 
(lercciving  a more  advantageous  mode  of  applying  J 
thoir  funds,  and  not  availuig  themselves  of  it ; but 
they  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  tliat  a much  larger  ii 
could  i)e  di.sponsed  in  its  district  to  very  necessitous  p 
means  of  the  Nourisliment  Dispensary,  united  with  thi 

As  the  siriotest  economy  has  been  observed,  both  by  Iho 

iee  how  tlie  establishmenl'could  be  made  moro'eiilcfcnk'* 

icome  than  that  engaged  by  this  institution, 
ei^ns,  in  the  shape  of  nourishment,  by 
IS  institution  in  relieving  sick  poor. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


CONNAUGHT— Galway. 


Dunmore  Dispensary. 

Eyrecourt  Dispensary. 

Glanamadda  Dispensary. 

J.  Prendergast,  Esq.  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.l. 

' — 

Michael  Kelly,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Fevers  have  assumed  a malignant  type, 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  ventilation 
and  deanliness. 

Typhus  fevei-s  are  moi-e  prevalent, 
owing  to  damp  and  bad  bedding  and  bad 
living. 

The  intermittent  fever  (or  ague)  is  very 
prevalent,  owing,  I should  tliinlc,  to  lui- 
wholesome  climate  and  food. 

I have  innumerable;  pai-tieulavly  cases 
of  indigestion  and  diseases  of  the  skhi, 
Tvliere  proper  sustenance  would  do  more 
than  medicine  in  establisliing  their  cure. 

I have  some. 

Veiy  many  have  been  the  instances  of 
want  of  proper  sustenance  or  unwholcsoine 
food  causing  disease. 

I have  found  the  badly  boiled  potatoes 
and  ciude  cabbages,  together  with  tlie  salt, 
and  sometimes  half  putrid  henings. 

I have  never  found  proper  nourislunent 
amongst  them ; their  only  food  is  potatoes. 

I think  the  constant  use  of  vegetable 
food,  upon  which  they  are  necessitated  to 
live,  is  vcY’  detrimental  to  the  animal 
frame,  and  decidedly  promotive  of  disease. 

It  does ; and  I conceive  it  is  on  the  in- 
crease, although  they  do  not  push  it  to  ab- 
solute drunkenness  as  much  as  hitherto. 

Not  to  any^at  extent;  and  I think 
it  is  rather  on  the  decline. 

I do  not  think  the  poor  in  my  district 
are  much  addicted  to  the  use  of  turdent 
spirits. 

Wretched  as  to  clotlring ; their  food  in  I In  general  very  bad. 
nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  dry  potato,  for  they  are  I 
obliged  to  sell  their  eggs  in  order  to  buy  salt  and  I 

soap.  Bedding  consists  of  straw  or  sedge,  with  a miserable  blanket,  and  when  the  straw 
is  scarce  and  dear,  they  lie  on  the  bare  and  damp  floor.  Furniture,  a box,  stool  and 
pot,  scarcely  ever  a bedstead.  No  ventilation  in  their  bed-chambers,  as  the  aingle  pane 
of  glass  through  which  a little  light  is  afforded  is  always  fixed  in  mortar. 

Wretched  in  the  extreme  are  the  habi- 
tations of  the  poor  in  my  district,  and  vciy 
conducive  to  disease. 

CONNAUGHT— Galway. 


Glanamadda  Dispensary. 

Headford  Dispensary. 

Killane  Dispensary. 

Michael  Kelly,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

A.  Hacleett,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

F.  Harrison,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  wont  of  clothes 
and  proper  food  is  the  piincipal  cause  of 
the  siclcness  prevailing  among  the  poor  in 
this  district. 

None  more  than  usual. 

They  have  typhoid  type,  which  I attri- 
bute to  bad  food,  want  of  ventUation  and 
cleanliness. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  in  this 
small  compass  the  wretched  condition  in  r^ch  I 
found  all  that  1 attended;  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
they,  in  many  cases,  had  scarcely  milk  to  make  whey, 
and  as  to  their  covering,  &om  the  state  of  it,  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  that  alone  caused  their 
drath.  I have  been  often  whole  nights  witnessing 
this  state  of  wretchedn»«<> 

Vegetable  food  has  been  promotive  of 
many  dyspeptic  complaints,  where  animal 
food  would  he  of  more  use  than  medicine. 

I have  in  very  many  instances. 

It  surprises  me  the  poor  can  exist  on  the 
potato  witliout  any  other  sort  of  food,  as 
tlicy  are  obliged  to  do  at  present. 

None  more  than  what  has  been  given 
above. 

Bad  potatoes,  which  is  the,  only  food  in 
use  among  the  poorer  class. 

poor  man  who  goes  to  mai-ket  to  sell 
what  one  would  suppose  ought  to  be  given 
TO  lus  wife  and  children,  sometimes  takes  a 
ot  spirits  on  an  empty  stomach  (being 
toeonly  meal  he  makes  that  day),  is  affected 
oy  It,  and  of  course  is  sickened  by  it. 

They  liave  dways  been  addicted  to 
ardent  spirits;  but  the  excessive  use 
tliereof  has  inerted  rapidly  and  largely 
in  the  last  few  years. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  prevail  much  in  this 
district. 

Answer  to  No.  2.  Tlie  poor  much  better  provided,  and 

1 more  comfortable  in  tliis  district  than  in 
many  parts  of  this  prevince ; but  still,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
population,  and  the  minute  divisions  of  land,  ews  which  are  con- 
tmually  on  the  increase,  by  the  tenants  continuing  to  subdivide 
those  already  too  small  holdings,  there  is  not  that  comfort  among 
the  small  holders  of  land  that  one  would  wish. 

The  population  is  wholly  agricultural, 
and  very  numerous ; their  clothing  toler- 
able ; food  very  bad,  and  deficient  in  quan- 
tity, in  bad  seasons;  bedding  in  general 
bad ; frimiture,  little  or  none ; ventilation 
extremely  bad. 

Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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CONNAUGHT— Galway. 

Killian  Dispensary. 

' Kiltolla  Dispensary. 

Loughrea  Dispensary. 

John  F.  Butler,  Esq.,  M.n. 

Wm.  Daniell,  Esq.,  m.d. 

TTu>s.  Shadwell,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Fevers  in  general  assume  the  typhoid 
tjq>e,  which  I attribute  to  poverty,  want  of 
cleaiiness,  ventilation,  and  neglect  to  fol- 
low the  advice  given. 

None  in  this  district  but  the  ordinary 
typhus  fever. 

Though  much  diminished  in  frequency 
they  assume  the  low  typhoid  type,  fn^ 
theii'  impoverished  food  and  deGilitatinj 
habits,  and  want  of  employment. 

I have  experienced  many  instances. 

I have  not,  but  have  seen  recoveries 
frequently  protracted  by  want  of  proper 
nomishment. 

Many. 

I have ; the  continued  use  of  vegetable 
food,  I am  of  opinion,  is  pi-omotive  of 
disease. 

' The  only  food  potatoes. 

Bad  and  unwholesome  vegetable  food ; 
fisli  not  fresh  lias  produced  dysenteries  and 
diarrbeea. 

I believe  tlie  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails veiy  much  in  my  district,  but  can- 
not say  whether  it  is  on  the  increase  or 
otherwise. 

It  prevails  to  a gi'cat  extent;  on  the 
increase,  in  consequence,  of  illicit  distilla- 
tion being  much  on  the  increase  last  yew. 

Yes,  pa:ticularly  among  females. 

I liave  generally  found  them  in  a most 
wretched  state  of  want  as  to  each  of  the 
particular  items  in  this  query. 

Gcneinlly  very  indifferent. 

Very  bad  in  every  respect. 

CONNAUGHT— Galwat. 


Miltown  Dispensary. 

Monivea  Dispensary. 

Oranmore  &Ballinaeourty  Dispensary. 

James  Blake,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

JDigby  French,  Esq.,  Smgeon. 

Geo.  Heathcote,  I^q.,  M.n. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Dispensary,  I 
have  seen  no  pai-ticular  epidemic,  catairh 
excepted. 

There  has  been  no  fever  of  a particular 
type  for  the  last  three  years  in  my  dis- 
trmt,  and  since  the  appearance  of  cholei-a, 
there  lias  been  veiy  rew  cases  of  fever. 

Since  my  residence  here,  I have  met  with 
no  fevere,  nor  any  epidemic,  except  the  cho- 
lera, which  has  singled  out  a few  mliri- 
duals  in  a most  extraordinary  manner; 
I speak  chiefly  of  the  villages,  not  of  the 
town  of  Oranmore. 

Yes,  hundreds;  perhaps  fom-fifths  of 
my  cases  ai-e  immediate  or  remote  gastro- 
intestinal iiiitations,  induced  by  the  un- 
varied consmnption  of  tlie  potato,  wliich 
is  too  frequently  eaten  in  a par-boiled 
state,  and  without  even  tlie  ^junct  of 
butter-milk. 

Where  the  poor  have  to  commence 
digging  the  potatoes  too  early  (in  cases  of 
want),  they  often  suffer  from  the  badness 
of  the  food. 

During  the  time  I attended  the  dispra- 
sarv,  every  day  I found  it  more  usoM 
and  necessary  to  ^ve  rice  or  oatmeal,  mth 
some  cordial  or  nourisliing  demulcent,  than 
other  medicine. 

See  preceding  query. 

Refer  to  preceding  answer. 

The  want  of  some  additional  food,  such 
as  milk  or  broth,  with  theh  potatoes,  t^ 
ther  with  the  generel  use  ot  ai’dent  apmts 
in  much  greater  quantity  than  necesspy  or 
beneficial,  ai-e  the  chief  causes  of  theii'  dis- 
eases; potatoes,  however,  themselves  are 
by  no  means  iniurious. 

The  abuse  of  ardent  spirits  is  confined 
to  occasional  debauches,  which,  tliough  far 
between,  seem  to  gain  in  power  what 
they  lose  in  time.  We  have  few  habitual 
drunkards. 

I consider  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  ' 
rather  on  the  decrease. 

injurious  to  soimd  healtli,  is  veiy  gem 
liard-working  men  causes  a depressioi 
by  occasional  use  of  airicnt  spuits,  am 

'fhe  excessive  use  perliaps  does  not  pw- 
voil  in  these  villages,  but  tlie  too 
use  of  so  powerful  a stimulant  so  as  to  o 
BTally  prevalent ; tlie  want  of  animal  food  in 
.1  of  the  feelings,  wliioh  tlicy  seek  to  elevat 
i this  occasion  occurs  too  frequently. 

Clothes  limited  to  one  suit,  occasionally 
very  bad ; bedding,  generally  loose  straw, 
covered  with  a lilanket  alone ; fiu-nitui-e, 
scarcely  any,  and  ventilation  veiy  im-  i 
perfect. 

the  poor ; < 
comforts  it 

1st.  The  clothes  of  tlieh  oivn  coai'se 
manufacture;  2d.  Potatoes  is  the  food 
generally  used ; Sd.  Furniture  suitable  to 
the  house;  4th.  Bedding  is  generally  straw, 
and  the  covering  scantily  supplied  among 
>th.  Ventilation  sufficient ; 6tli.  Necessary 
lostly  wanting  in  cases  of  illiica. 

In  this  part  of  the  couutiy,  compri^ 
BaUinacoui-ty , Gm-amie  and  Ballmaciougny 
villages,  and  the  neighbourhood  ot  wu 
more,  nothing  can  be  more  wretched  W 
the  gener^ty  of  them 
ding  and  furniture ; theii-  food,  pota 
alone ; veiy  few  have  milk. 
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CONNAD  GHT— Galway— LEiTaiM. 


Onterarde  Dispensary. 

Portumna  Dispensary. 

Ballinamore  & Kiltubrid  Dispensaries. 

"""  — 

John  Heron,  Esq.  m.  d. 

W”'  JF.  Irvine,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

John  Lawdei-,  Esq.  Treasurer  & Secretary. 

Yes,  generally  the  typhoid  type,  wliich 
I attribute  to  their  necessities  and  want  of 
means  to  be  cleanly. 

Fevers  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed 
a pai'ticular  type. 

The  fevers  prevalent  amongst  the  poor 
are  the  simple,  continued  and  intermittent, 
occasioned  generally  by  exposure  to  cold. 

I have  frequently  known  disease  to  have 
been  induced  by  the  species  of  food  they 
make  use  of,  and  the  various  privations 
they  undergo ; but  probably  my  district  (part 
as  poor  and  destitute  as  any  part  of  the  > 
food  might  be  beneficially  substituted  for  ra 
was  satisfactorily  proved  during  the  prev^er 

I have  experienced  some. 

, of  which  is  in  Connemara)  is  about 
empire,  and  I do  think  wholsomo 
edicine  in  veiy  many  cases,  which 
ice  of  typhus  in  1817  and  1822. 

In  several  instances  I have  Icnown  dis- 
ease induced  by  improper  food  and  covering, 
and  when  aliment  could  with  great  ad- 
vantage be  substituted  for  medicine. 

I IiaVe  found  that  species  of  potato 
called  lumper  cultivated  in  boggy  soil,  or 
newly  reclaimed  ground,  and  rape  ground, 
to  promote  disease.. 

The  food  of  the  poorer  class  in  my  dis- 
trict almost  exclusively  consists  of  pota-  ' 
toes ; I cannot  say  that  their  diseases  in 
any  degree  depend  upon  their  use. 

I do  not  think  it  does  prevail  in  excess  in 
ray  district ; I cannot  positively  assert  whether  it  is 
on  the  increase  or  decrease,  but  I believe  there  is  aa 
great  a facility  to  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent 
drink  in  ray  district  a-s  any  in  this  province ; and  i 

Comparatively  speaking,  I think  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits  does  not  prevail  in  tins 
district ; I rather  think  the  use  of  it  is  on 
the  decline.  1 

I have  been  told  tliat  it  does  prevail  to  a 
great  extent,  and  that  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  is  on  the  increase. 

I decidedly  am  of  opinion,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  moderate  use  of  it,  in  some  instances  the  poor  would  languish  and  die 
ofabeolute  debility,  whereas  this  moderate  stimulus  gives  enei^  and  support  to  their  mind,  and  invigorates  their  bodies. 


In  most  instances,  half  naked ; their  I Generally  speaking,  much  in  need  of  I generaUy  find  the  poor  destitute  < 
food  dry  potatoes,  three  times,  but  in  very  many  j those  several  things.  j 

cases  one  scanty  meal  of  even  that  same  in  the  day, 

•ndif  Ihej-have  a litUe  saUtonaewithlhem.the^  then  are  cjaiijiaratwely^  satisfied  i their  bedding  is 


St  intolerably  filthy  a 

-js,  aviiiage  on  the 
‘ side  of  them,  in  on 


raratively  aa 
neir  furmtur 
rturffire  (the  c 
le  the  island  of  nrrrai 


coarsest  description,  and  scarcely  having  any  fiimllure;  their 
dwellings  always  impcrfeclly  ventilatedi  this  Uoccasionod, 
frequently,  by  Uieir  own  indolence. 


IS  in  abundance)  to  keep  them  s 
otally  naked,  and  at  night  they 
n some  cases  appalling,  to  dcsci 


CONNAUGHT— Leitrim. 

Dromod  and  Cloone  Dispensaries. 

Drumahair  Dispensary. 

Manor  Hamilton  Dispensary. 

Thomas  William  Burke,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 
J.  Nisbett,  jun.  Esq.  Secretary. 

— 

J.  Durdas,  Esq.  Suigeon. 
The  Chahman  of  Committee. 

They  have ; always  to  he  attributed  to 
the  want  of  the  general  necessaries  of  life, 
sometimes  aggravated  by  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits. 

Yes,  to  the  inclemeui  season  and  bad 
diet. 

They  have  not. 

Very  many,  probably  the  one-fourtii. 

Yes,  very  frequently. 

Seldom ; wholesome  food  is  the  beat  pre- 
ventative against  many  of  the  diseases  inci- 
dental to  poverty. 

No;  potatoes  and  mUk  ore  the  general 
food,  whidi,  indeed,  in  some  cases  are  mgBly 
destructive. 

Yes,  potatoes. 

Vegetables. 

Heretofore  it  has,  but  is  latterly  on  the 
decrease. 

Cannot  say  it  does. 

No,  rather  on  the  decrease. 

Generally  speaking,  of  tlie  worst  descrip- 

In  a most  deplorable  state. 

The  clothes  of  the  poor  are,  generally 
npeaking,  of  the  same  doBcnption  in  eveiy  district ; 
food,  potatoes  and  milk;  bedding,  straw;  furni- 
ture, hut  little ; ventilation  bad ; yet  I must  remark 
there  are  not  many  residents  in  this  district  desti- 
tute, the  wants  of  the  aged  and  infirm  being  aiipplieil 
by  the  voluntary  liberality  of  their  neighbouii, 

0.5. 
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CONNAUGHT — Roscommon. 


Boyle  Dispensaiy. 


Castlerea  Dispensary. 


The  Committee. 


The  Committee. 


TJiomas  Robertson,  Esq. 


No  unusualappearance  of  such;  and  those 
without  any  peculiaiity. 


Fevers  genemlly  assume  the  form  of  low 
typhus,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  attri- 
butable to  their  wTctched  condition. 


No  appearance  at  present  of  such. 


Not  more  so.  tlianis  usual  in  other  coimtries. 


Many  cases  are  pi-esented  to  me  for  ad- 
vice, wbichareinainly  attributable  to  want 
of  propersustenance;  and  veiymany  which 
require  wholesome  nourishment  ratlier 
than  medicine.) 


_ There  are  cases  in  which  I would  occa- 
sionally order  a change  of  diet,  but  the  low 
circumstances  of  the  people  prevent  it. 


I am  convinced  that  the  constant  and 
exclusive  use  of  potatoes  among  the  poor 
of  this  district,  is  promotive  of  disease. 


None,  but  the  constant  use  of  potatoes. 


The  use  of  ardent  spirits  always  nrev 
lent ; but  not  more  now  than  heretofore. 


The  excessive  use  of  aident  spmts  does 
prevail  to  a deplorable  extent;  and  I know 
that  the  pinctice  is  on  the  increase,  from 
the  faeihties  offered  by  the  mimbem  of  small  licensed  whiskey 
shops,  the  extensive  g^stem  of  Illicit  distillation  and  laAvful  distil- 
lation too,  and  the  want  of  employment  of  the  poor  labouring  class. 


It  does;  but  it  is  not  more  on  the  increase 
now  than  heretofore. 


A considerable  number  in  ^eat  desti- 
tution. 


It  is  difficult  to  convey  in  areport,  which  • A considerable  number  in  great  distress, 

must  be  short,  an  adequate  description  of  1 

the  poor  of  this  district ; they  arc  reduced'  to  the  lowest  state  of  misery 
.’retchedly  clad,  theirfood  of  the  worst  kind,  being  only  potatoes  of  a bad 

water.  They  do  not  perhaps  taste  meat  once  a year;  their  bedding,  straw, 

with  or  at  most  two  blankets  and  a slieet  for  the  use  of  a family  of  five  or  six  persons; 
scareely  any  furniture;  tlieh  houses  low,  dirty  and  badly  ventilated. 


Mofaill  and  Drumsna  Dispensary. 

Erris  Dispensary. 

Ballyleague  Dispensary. 

— 

Mathew  Bourns,  Esq.  Surgeon  & Accouch. 

B.  G.  O’Connor,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

In  general  of  a mild  kind. 

I liave  attended  persons  in  fever  here 
under  such  various  types,  as  to  be  non- 
descript in  any  nosological  work  I yet  saw, 
attiibutable,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  peculiar 
manner  of  living. 

I have  not  perceived  any  particuLir 
change. 

Very  many. 

Scorbutic  affections  have  been  brought 
on  by  unwholesome  diet ; and  that  such 
food  is  productive,  at  least  promotive,  of 
other  diseases,  I have  experienced  but  too 
many  instances  where  wholesome  food 
migfit  have  been  beneficially  substituted 
for  medicine. 

More  tlian  half  the  diseases  are  broueht 
1 on  by  want  of  wholesome  food  and  cleaii- 
; liness,  with  the  continual  use  of  fte  worst 
' potato  root. 

Potatoes  cause  tlie  worst  kind  of  indi- 
gestion. 

Salt  fish,  with  a bad  description  of  po- 
tato, called  lumpers. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes  called 
lumper's ; because  it  can  be  raised  without 
manure,  the  poor  not  having  any. 

It  docs ; I think  it  is  not  on  the  increase. 

The  consumption  of  ardent  spirits  here 
is  very  gi-eat ; I cannot  say  whether  it  is 
on  the  increase,  it  is  certainly  not  on  the 
decrease.  It  is  sold  (illicit)  at  2s.  Qd.  the 
gallon. 

In  a very  shameful  degree ; and  is  on 
the  increase,  from  the  undSturbed  state  of 
illicit  distillation. 

Very  bad. 

Generally  the  people  here  are  most 
miserable ; there  are  some  few,  however, 
veiy  well  supplied  in  necessaiy  coinfoits ; 
but  when  I mention  tliose  mw,  1 must 
except  ventilation ; there  is  no  thoueht 
ofit.  • 1 

In  filth,  dirt,  nakedness;  no  ventilation 
under  and  over;  water  in  eabbis,  like  ma- 
nm-e  heaps,  atnong  tire  very  poor. 
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CONNAUGHT — Roscommon. 

Elpliin  Dispensary. 

Tarmonbarry  and  Kilglass  Dispensary. 

French  Park  Dispensary. 

Henry  Lynch,  Esq.  ai.  k.  o.s. 
Michael IHllon,  Esq.  m.d. 

Terence  Shanly,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

Alexander  O’Ferrall,  Esq.  si.  n 

The  privations  and  habits  of  the  poor 
generally  give  to  epidemics  a t^hoid  cha- 
racter, and  in  seasons  of  great  dearth  such 
disease  frequently  assume  a malignant 
tj-pe. 

Fcvei-s  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed 
any  pai1;icular  type  in  my  neighbourhood. 

' tress  of  the  poor,  their  wa 

of  that  stimulus  which  whisk 

Within  these  few  years,  fevers  mrd 
epidemic  diseases  (of  tire  poor)  have  ap- 
peared in  a type  aird  form  much  more 
severe  arrd  varied  than  formeriy.  Tliis  I 
impute  to  the  increasing  poveriy  and  dis- 
nt  of  wholesome  food,  wrth  their  adoption 
:ey  supplies. 

tVe  met  very  many  sucli  instances : in 
some  extreme  leases  nourisliment  and 
flannel  have  been  supplied  from  the  funds 
of  this  Institution. 

I know  many  instances  where  actual 
disease  has  been  brought  on  from  want  of 
wholesome  food  and  warm  clothing ; and  I 
am  of  ojiinion  that  these  articles  could  be 
beneficially  substituted  in  many  cases  for 
medicine. 

I Irave  knownr  cases  of  sickness  caused 
by  the  want  of  good  food,  consequently  a 
supply  of  the  latter  would  do  more  seivico 
tlian  medioine  of  any  land. 

A merely  vegetable  diet,  with  otlier 
privations,  necessarily  induce,  in  the  more 
jcei>le  constitutions  indigestion,  with  its 
train  of  consequent  diseases. 

The  food  used  by  the  poorer  class  in 
summer  and  autumn  are  potatoes,  e^s, 
cabbage  and  milk ; occasiomilly  in  winter 
and  spring,  potatoes,  onions  and  salt 
heri'ings,  tlie  greater  part  of  wliioh  I con- 
sider pi-oductive  of  disease. 

The  want  of  animal  and  nutritious  food, 
and  the  constant  use  of  a meager  and  vege- 
table diet,  1 consider  to  be  liighly  promo- 
tive of  tliose  diseases  the  poor  are  subject 
to. 

Tins  vice  does  unfortunately  prevail ; but 
we  do  not  consider  it  on  the  mcrease.  The 
immediate  consequences  are  generally 
broken  heads. 

The  excessive  use  of  ai'dent  spirits  pre- 
vails very  much  in  my  neighbourhood 
among  the  poor  when  they  can  get  it,  and 
I believe  it  is  rather  on  the  mcrease ; I am 
certain  it  is  the  cause  of  much  crime  and 
much  disease. 

The  use  of  ai'dent  spirits  (though  not 
on  the  increase)  is  stul  very  prevalent 
among  the  peasantry. 

The  lowest  class  sleep  on  straw  or  chaff, 
often  laid  on  the  floor,  with  deficient  and 
filthy  covering ; them  food  potatoes,  and  in 
mmiy  places  they  suffer  from  scarcity  of 
fuel;  but  all  classes  of  the  poor  ai-e  too 
regardless  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation. 

The  poor  in  nw  district  are  badly  clad ; 
food,  bedding,  ^rniture,  ventilation  and 
necessary  comforts  in  general  very  bad. 

I have  generally  found  the  bedding, 
clothes,  funiituve,  food  (with  few  excep- 
tions), &c.  of  the  woret  description,  wifli 
a want  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation. 

CONNAUGHT — Roscommon. 

Keadue  Dispensary. 

Lecarrow  Dispensary. 

Lougliglynn  Dispensary. 

George  Munns,  Esq.  Smgeon. 

Tr'easru'er  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Edward  Kelly,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

I cannot  say  that  I have  noticed  it  in  my 
district. 

No. 

Fevers  have  not  generally  put  on  any 
particular  type  more  malignant  than  they 
have  assumed  among  the  poor  for  the  last40 
yearn  in  tliis  country,  except  in  the  yearn 
1817  & 1822,  when  typhus  prevailed  to  an 
alai'ming  extent ; the  cases  of  fever  were  more  nu- 
merous in  1822,  the  deutbs  more  in  1817. 

I have  no  doubt  hut  thei-e  are  instances 
of  this  description. 

No  doubt  irrany  of  the  diseases  of  the 
peasantry  are  caused  by  the  unwholesome  ■ 
nature  of  their  diet,  and  in  rnany  instarrees 
nom-islrment  would  be  the  best  medicine. 

Very  many  cases  of  illness  liave  been 
brought  on  by  want  of  proper  and  whole- 
some food  in  my  district,  and  several  of 
them  relieved  by  the  aid  they  received  in 
diet  and  clothing  from  the  agent  to  the 
estate  of  Lord  Dillon. 

I do  consider  the  gi'eat  consumption  of 
potatoes  by  the  poor  in  tliis  district  pro- 
ductive of  dyspeptic  affections. 

The  constant  use  of  bad  potatoes  is  pro- 
motive  of  disease. 

I am  satisfied  that  the  constant  use  of 
potatoes,  often  of  an  indifferent  kind, 
among  the  poor,  is  proniotive  of  disease. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vcdls,  and  I feel  confident  it  is  not  on  the 
decrease. 

Toamost  lamentable  extent,  illicit  stills 
and  whiskey  abounding  everywhere,  and 
even  in  the  licensed  puhlic-houscs  (though 
sworn  not  to  do  so),  they  sell  the  illicit 
whiskeys,  wlriclr  being  very  clreap,  is 
drank  as  Englishmen  would  a drauglit  of 
ale. 

The  excessive  use  of  ai'dent  spirits  pre- 
vails to  a Icmentable  degiee,  and  IfearitLs 
on  the  inci'ease,  particularly  the  use  of 
illicit  ^ii'itsj  illicit  distillation  has  been 
very  general,  and  will  be  so,  when  grain  is  so  very 
cheap ; the  only  effectual  way,  in  my  opinion,  to 
chedt  it,  is  to  lower  the  duty  ou  licensed  spirits. 

In  a general  way  destitute  of  all  these 
necessaries ; the  ventilation  very  bad ; the 
houses  in  general  very  had  in  a moun- 
tainous district,  inhabited  by  colliei's. 

taste ; ami  many,  very  many  of  tliem  sell 
deserves  the  name,  being  only  a very  few  ii 

0.5. 

Generally  in  an  indescribably  wretched 
condition  in  every  respect. 

io  gi'eat  w.mt  and  misery ; their  food  and  ciothie 
bad  and  dirty,  and  theiv  night-covering  wretchw 
sheet  to  cover  a fiiraily  of  six,  a cold  winter’s  i 
lorn  have  milk  or  butter,  and  are  therefore  obliged 
idifTcieat  articles  of  the  poorest  kind. 

S S 2 

It  is  not  etMiv,  in  a report  of  this  kind, 
wliich  must  be  limited,  to  convey  tlie  dis- 
tress of  the  poor  in  my  district  j they  are  generally 
ig  as  bad  as  can  be ; their  houses  or  cabins  miserably 
i in  the  extreme ; perhaps  one  indifferent  blanket  and 
light  on  a straw  bed ; fresh  meat  they  scarcely  ever 
to  live  on  potatoes  and  salt ; their  fucnituie  scarcely 
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CONNAUGHT — Roscommon — Sugo. 


Tulsk  Dispensary. 

Ballymote  Dispensary. 

Castleconnor  and  Killglass  Dispensary. 

H.  O.  Ferrall,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Joseph  Longheed,  Esq.,  m.r.  c.  s. 

W.  Whittdicer,  Esq.,  si.  d. 

Feveis  and  epidemics  have  assumed  a 
more  aggravated  fonn  ( cholera  particularly) 
among  the  poor  these  few  years  since.  This  ; 
I attribute  to  their  bad  diet,  with  constant 
exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  without  a suffi- 
cient protection  of  clothes,  &c. 

They  have  not. 

They  frequently  assume  a typhoid  cha- 
racter, from  bad  nutriment  and  impure 
ventilation. 

The  majority  of  the  diseases  of  tlie  poor 
are  caused  by  the  want  of  wholesome  and 
nutritous  food,  and  the  use  of  a constant  ' 
vegetable  and  poor  diet. 

I have  found  many  cases  of  dyspepsia, 
&e.  arising  from  bad  food,  and  where 
good  diet,  lodging  and  clothuig  would 
have  prevented  disease. 

I have  frequently  seen  such  cases. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes  is  promo- 
tive of  disease. 

Dram  drinking,  which,  from  the  facility 
of  getting  the  potteen  spirits,  contributes 
hot  a little  to  the  infirmity  and  misery  of 
the  lower  ordere.  At'  the  same  time,  I do 
not  perceive  this  habit  on  the  increase. 

The  poor,  if  they  had  the  means,  would 
use  ardent  spirits  to  an  excess.  It  is  not 
on  the  decrease. 

This  practice,  in  my  opinion,  prevails 
extensively ; from  its  being  the  habitual 
beverage  of  the  peasantry  in  this  district, 
; it  is  impossible  to  state  whether  its  eon- 
' sumption  is  on  the  increase  or  otherwise. 

I generdly  have  found  the  poor  wanting 
many  of  the  necessaries,  and  having  few  of 
the  comforts  of  life. 

The  poor  are  absolutely  only  covered 
with  rags ; the  food  only  potatoes  j bed- 
ding, a little  straw  on  the  ground,  and 
scarcely  any  covering;  and  notliing  to 
make  them  comfortable.  As  to  furniture, 
they  have  none  that  can  be  called  so. 

Miserably  defective  generally  under  all 
those  heads. 

CONNAUGHT— Sligo. 


Collooney  Dispensary. 

DrumclifF  Dispensary. 

Dromore  'West  Dispensary. 

— 

J.  Powell,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Travers  Homan,  Esq.,  m.d. 

1 have  met  some  cases  of  fever  that  have  | 
assumed  a malignant  type,  from  want  of  i 
cleanliness,  due  ventilation,  and  proper 
nourishment. 

They  have,  from  uncleanliness,  damp, 
and  very  imperfect  ventilation. 

They  have,  from  damp,  filth  and  bad 
ventilation. 

I have. 

I have  seen  several  cases  that  I con- 
ceive were  brought  on  by  bad  food,  such 
as  veiy  indifferent  salt  fish,  &c.  &c,,  and 
convalescence  much  retarded  by  want  of 
wholesome  nourishment. 

Not  many ; but  I have  seen  numerous 
instances  of  convalescence  being  much  r(^ 
tarded  by  want  of  proper  nourishment,  it 
being  tlien  far  preferable  to  medicine. 

No,  I cannot  say  that  I have ; for  their  , 
only  food,  except  in  a few  instances,  is  : 
potatoes. 

General  diet,  potatoes ; ve^  little  mOk ; 
and  frequently  indifferent  salt  fish. 

Their  general  diet  is  potatoes. 

I cannot  say  it  is  used  to  excess  gene- 
rally; neither  tliat  its  use  is  on  the  in- 
crease. ' 

I think  it  much  on  the  decline,  which 
I attribute  to  illicit  distillation  being 
much  suppressed  in  this  district. 

It  appears  rather  on  the  decline,  more 
from  the  want  of  means  to  procure  it,  than 
any  moral  improvement. 

Generally  very  badly  provided  with  the 
necessary  comforts  of  life. 

In  general  very  bad  in  all  respects. 

In  general  veiy  badly  pi-ovided. 
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CONNAUGHT— Sligo. 


Riverstown  Dispensaiy. 

Sligo  Dispensary. 

Saint  John’s  Dispensary  (Sligo). 

Thomas  Burrows,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Medical  Officer  and  Committee. 

James  Kenny,  Esq.,  m.  d. 
Thomas  Armstrong,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

All  fevers  and  epidemics  assume  a worse 
type  and  generally  have  their  origin  among 
the  poor;  the  cause  of  tliis  seems  to  be  their 
extreme  poverty  and  filthy  mode  of  living, 
which  will  ever  exist  as  long  as  supeisti- 
tion  and  ignorance  rule  tlieir  minds  and 
habits. 

Typhus  fever  has  frequently  prevaOed 
veiy  extensively  here,  especially  in  years 
of  scarcit}',  when  food  was  dear  and  of 
bad  quality. 

Fevers  have  assumed  a particular  type 
these  few  years  past;  so  as  to  render *tlie 
pulmonaiy  system  the  principal  seat  of 
disease,  owing  in  a great  measure  to  the  in- 
clemency of  the  seasons,  exposure  to  wet 
. and  cold,  bad  clothing,  bad  food,  &c.  &c. 

Many  diseases  are  brought  on  by  want 
of  proper  food ; in  many  instances  the 
effects  of  medicine  would  be  aided  by  pro- 
per or  wholesome  food. 

Instances  of  this  kind  are  very  fre- 
quent, indeed  of  constant  occurrence. 

The  potato  and  salt  liening  where  it 
can  be  procured,  salt  dissolved  in  water 
taken  with  the  potato,  are  productive  of 
cutaneous  and  other  diseases,  which  fresh 
and  nutritive  tbod  would  manifestly  ob- 
viate. 

Comse  vegetables,  particularly  potatoes, 
used  invariably  with  sour  mUk  or  salt  fish. 

The  poor  live  generally  on  potatoes, 
and  when  their  crop  hiis  foiled,  or  been  of 
bad  quality,  disease  almost  always  has 
, accompanied  its  use. 

See  the  preceding  answer. 

There  is  no  district  in  the  kmgdom  in 
which  illicit  distillation  is  carried  to  greater 
extent  than  that  of  Riverstown;  such 
temptation  existing,  the  use  is  excessive ; 
from  the  low  price  of  grain  'and  the  in- 
efficiency of  tlie  excise  laws,  -both  use  and 
ouantitv  is  much  increased. 

1 The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails too  generally,  and  has  been  the  pro- 
lific source  of  much  evil  as  long  as  we 
can  recollect,  never  move  so  than  at 
present.  j 

Much  on  the  decrease,  for  obvious  rea- 
sons, viz.  for  want  of  means,  not  from  any 
influence  of  the  Temperance  Society. 

Clothes  of  the  worst,  and  sometimes 
naked;  food  tlie  coarsest,  and  even  that 
ve^  scanty ; bedding  and  furnitiu'e  bad  and 
filthy ; venWation  none,  except  what  the 
door  admits.  Of  all  human  beings,  there 
are  none  more  void  of  comfort. 

Generally  as  bad  as  possible,  and  indi-  , 
cative  of  the  greatest  poverty. 

Generally  in  tho  most  wretched,  state ; 
destitute  of  food,  clotliing,  bedding,  fu)^- 
tuve,  fuel,  &c. ; a pig,  when  they  fortu- 
nately have  one,  on  one  aide,  and  a whole 
family  lying  on  damp  stiaw  on  the  other. 

CONNAUGHT— Sligo. 

LEINSTER— Carlow. 

Tubbercuny  Dispensary. 

Bori’is  Dispensary. 

Carlow  Dis])ensar3^ 

Wm.  Powell,  Esq.,  m.  d.,  l.  e.  c.s.e. 

Medical  Officer  and  Committee. 

James  Porter,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  fevers  of  tliis  country  in  general  are 
of  amixedkind,  beinginflaininatory  in  the  commence- 
ment, but  towaide  their  conclusion  the  tj-phoid 
symptoms  preponderate.  The  cases  of  fever  I have 
seen  here  among  the  poor  early  assumed  a typhoid 
character  j sufficient  cause  may  be  found  in  the  want 
of  proper  sustenance,  cleanliness  and  ventilation. 

Tlicre  have  been  no  cases  of  fever  since 
m}'^  appointment,  but  p\iImonary  affections 
and  bowel  complaints  have  been  to  a de- 
gree epidemic. 

Thc\’  have  not. 

Cases  of  this  description  Iiave  sometimes 
come  under  my  observation  ; but  when  ad- 
vice was  sought  for,  the  mere  restoration 
of  proper  sustenance  would  of  itself  be  un- 
able to  combat  the  functional  derangement, 
which  a want  of  it  produced,  without  the 
intervention  of  the  hcMing  art. 

I have  scarcely  ever  been  able  to  trace 
disease  during  my  time  to  actual  want. 

1 am  not  au'are  of  any. 

A constant  use  of  vegetable  diet,  espe- 
cially of  a bad  description  of  potato  that  is 
inuen  cultivated  by  tlie  poor,  owing  to  its 

Ui^slive  organs  l nor  is  it  to  ^ wondered  m,  as  physiolo- 
Sod  for  man  consists  in  diet  partly  animal  and  v^lable. 

The  pototoes  in  tliis  district  .are,  gene- 
rally speaking,  wot,  which  accounts  in 
some  degi'ee  for  the  number  of  dj'speptic 
complaints. 

Fotatoes  are  their  general  diet. 

The  consumption  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vcdls  to  a great  extent,  but  can  state  nothing 
by  way  of  comparison. 

It  does  prevail,  but  is  certainly  on  the 
decrease  in  the  towm,  fiom  the  establish- 
ment of  a Temperance  Society. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails, but  1 do  not  think  it  is  on  the-iu- 
creasc. 

Often  extremely  wretched,  theh'  clotlies, 
food,  bedding  and  fumiture  being  of  the 
worst  and  coarsest  description,  and  fre- 
quently deficient  in  quantity ; as  to  pi’oper 
ventilation,  it  appears  to  be  commonly 
neglected. 

The  most  part  of  my  district,  extending 
seven  miles,  is,  generally  speaking,  much 
better  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of 
life  than  most  other  places. 

In  in.any  cases  veiy  destitute. 
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LEINSTER— Carlow. 

Clonegal  Dispensary. 

Hacketstown  Dispensary. 

Myshall  Dispensary. 

Wm.  Durdin,  Esq.  ai.  n.  Heni-y  W.  Morton,  Esq. 

Fevera  have  not  been  lately  prevalent;  Typhus  fever  lias  made  its  appearance 

about  SIX  years  ago  wc  had  an  epidemic  this  season,  the  country  bemg  marshy,  and 
typhus,  which  attacked  384  pemons,  of  many  bogs  in  the  vicinity,  tlie  season 
wJiom  six  died,  being  one  death  in  64  cases,  being  wet. 
which  was  a small  proportion,  one  in  1? 

being  the  usual  number  lamong  the  poor,  and  one  in  six  among  the  rich ; the  type 
was  very  mild,  probably  owing  to  the  vegetable  diet  tlie  people  are  accustomed  to. 

i?.  Boyee,  Esq.  m.  d. 

I have  remarked  that  fevera  and  epi- 
demics assume  a particular  type,  and  tnat 
caused  by  poverty. 

I have  not  observed  many  cases  where 
actual  disease  has  been  bi-ought  on  by  want 
of  proper  sustenance ; in  some  cases  of  dys- 
pepsia, change  of  diet  lias  been  beneficial. 

I have  met  many  cases  where  bad  food, 
with  scarcity  thereof,  had  been  the  remote 
cause  of  disease. 

I have  witnessed  actual  diseases  biouglit 
on  by  want,  when  food  would  be  preferable 
to  medicine. 

The  food  in  use  in  this  district  appears 
to  be  veiy  wholesome,  the  people  being 
robust,  healthy  and  active,  and  living,  in 
general,  to  an  advanced  age. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes,  witli  bad 
milk,  cabbages,  &c,  &e.  often  cause  flatu- 
lent diseases,  dropsy,  &c. 

Bad  potatoes  and  bad  oatmeal. 

Ardent  spirits  are  used  , by  some  to  ex- 
cess, but  not  generally  so ; but  I fear-  the 
use  of  them  is  on  the  increase. 

On  the  decrease,  as  the  paupei-s  are  not 
able  to  buy  it. 

I conceive  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  on 
the  decrease. 

Clothes,  tolerably  good  ; food,  mostly  Clothing,  food,  furnitm-e,  bedding,  &c. 

potatoes  and  mOb,  sometimes  henhigs  and  &c.j  veiy  bad. 
potatoes,  and  in  winter,  when  milk  is  scai'oe, 
gruel  and  potatoes;  meat  about  four  times 

a year ; a wooden  bedstead,  straw  bed,  with  sheet  and  blankets,  a table, 
stool  and  dresser ; ventilation  indifferent,  owhig  to  the  dearness  of  glass. 

In  many  instances  I found  them  wantbig 
clothes,  bedding  and  sustenance. 

LEINSTER— Carlow— Dublin. 

Tullow  Dispensary. 

Balbriggan  & Stamullaoi  Dispensaries. 

■ Booterstown  Dispensary. 

— 

Medical  Attendant  and  Committee. 

Medical  Attendant  and  Governors. 

Typhus  fever  prevails,  owing  to  bad  food 
and  a numid  atmosphere. 

Attended  with  more  imtation  of  tlie 
stomach  and  howels  than  formerly ; I pre- 
sume, cholera  tendency. 

I have  not  observed  fevers  among  the 
poorer  classes  assume  any  paiticular  type. 

I have  seen  many  instances  where  people 
have  perished  from  diseases  brought  on  by  a 
want  of  wholesome  food ; a peison  fell  under 
my  notice  lately,  who,  on  recovering  fi'om 
fever,  for  want  of  proper  sustenance,  lost 
a part  of  both  lower  extremities ; this  poor 
man  has  a wife  and  foui'  young  cliildren. 

Many  live  on  one  meal,  wlio  must  be 
more  prone  to  disease  than  othera  better 
fed ; with  such  nourislimcnt,  if  it  does  not 
supersede  medicine,  it  is  the  best  auxiliary. 

Very  many  instances. 

I have  generally  found  the  coristant  use 
of  potato  and  flatulent  vegetables  to  pro- 
duce confirmed  dyspepsia. 

Wet  potatoes  and  stale  fish  cause  very 
obstinate  bowel  dcraugements. 

No. 

The  use  of  imdent  spirits  has  been  for 
some  time  very  much  on  the  decrease. 

Prevails  to  a great  degree,  and  it  is  to 
be  feai’ed  rather  increasing. 

Yes ; but  I tliinlc  that  such  practice  is 
on  the  decrease. 

rheiri-aunent,food,fuelandlodgmgareof  In  veiy  many  instances  utter  destitu-  Without  any  exception,  I find  very  great 

the  worst  possible  description;  their  dothes  1 tion ; ventilation  and  cleanliness  badly  deficiency  in  all  tliese  items,  and  in  many 
ragged ; then-  food,  even  in  time  of  illness,  attended  to.  cases  total  destitution, 

consists  ot  potatoes,  sometimes  gruel  and  1 | 

milk  supplied  by  some  charitable  neighboiu';  the  beddii^  of  straw  or  nishes,  their  day  clothes  often  the  only 
mght-covering,  so  that  duiing  sickness  their  state  is  most  deplorable ; scarcely  any  fui'uiture,  and  a very  bad 
supply  of  fuel ; but  there  is  not  now  much  prejudice  against  ventilating  the  apartments  of  the  sick. 
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Dublin  General  Dispensary. 

Dublin  South-eastern  General  Dispensary. 

Duudrum  Dispensary. 

Charles  M‘Carthy,  Esq.  u.  d. 

John  Th/waits,  Esq.  ir.  d. 

William  Burke,  Esq.  m.  d. 

fevers  and  othei’  epidemics  are  not  The  fever  most  prevalent  ainonff  the 

different  from  those  that  prevail  in  other  poor  is  that  denominated  gastric  fever,  in 
parts  of  Ireland.  the  majority  of  cases  dependent  on  tlie 

causes  mentioned  in  tlie  replies  to  Nos.  3 
and  4 : eiaiptive  fevers  liave  been  very  malignant  latterly,  and  exliibited, 
in  many  .instances,  symptoms  bordering  on  cholera,  wliich  last  disease  has 
neai'ly  quite  disappeai-ed  from  our  district. 

Fevere  have  not  assumed  any  particular 
typeJattcrly:  typhusseldomapjjc'iini;  symp- 
tomatic fever  is  that  wliicli  gencmlly  occiu's. 

Such  cases  are  of  fi'equent  occun'ence. 

The  want  of  free  rentilation,  conjoined 
with  the  consequent  accumulation  of  filth 
and  unwholesome  effluvia,  more  than  any 
particular  deficiency  in  the  character  of 
die  food  employed,  has  contributed  to 
aggravate  the  disti-css  of  the  poor  of  the 
district. 

I have  no  doubt  but  that  proper  suste- 
nance, wholesome  food,  sufficient  clothbig, 
eointbi-fable  beds,  bedding  and  houses, would 
greatly  diminish  the  occuiTcnce  of  disease. 

Yes,  particularly  the  excessive  use  of 
cheap  bad  tea,  anS  of  other  unwholesome 
food,  precariously  obtained. 

"iYe  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  use 
of  potatoes,  fish  of  bad  quality,  salt  lier- 
rii^s  and  bad  tea,  without  nutiitious  food, 
have  been  productive  of  disease  among  die 
poor. 

Potatoes  and  ten,  with  bread  or  coke, 
home-made,  fbnn  tlieir  principalsiistenauce. 
Habit  so  accustoms  their  constitutions  to 
this  description  of  food,  that  I cannot  say 
disease  is  promoted  by  it. 

Yes,  but  it  is  not  probably  on  the  increase-.  The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 

I vails  to  a very  great  extent  among  the 
poor  of  the  district,  and  is  more  productive  of  disease  than  any  other  sin- 
gle cause.  It  has  been  decidedly  on  the  increase  latterly,  which  we  believe 
is  in  a gr-eat  measure  owing  to  the  public-houses  being  open  on  Sundays,  a 
day  when  the  labouring  classes  are  disengaged,  and  succeeding  to  that 
on  which  they  receive  their  wages. 

1 believe  the  consumption  of  aideiit  spirits 
in  the  district  is  very  considerable ; and  I 
should  suppose,  from  the  increase  of  whis- 
key-shop.s,  is  on  the  increase.  These  aliops 
present  a dcstruetiveteinptation  totlie  poor. 

In  these  respects  there  ai'c  various  gia- 
datioas;  but  the  destitution  of  die  majority 
is  extreme.  In  a great  many  instances  the 
use  of  drags  is  not  only  useless,  but  would 
be  injurious,  from  the  want  of  clotlies,  bod, 
or  a warm  drink  of  any  kind. 

Generally  speaking,  the  great  body  of  I The  houses  of  the  poor  are  generally  veiy 
the  poor  have  been  found  very  deficient  in  j wTetched  in  every  particular  specified, 
all  the  respects  mentioned.  The  want  of  ( 

food  clothes  and  bedding  has  been  frequently  found  so  great,  ns  to  have  rendered 
needful  the  establishment  of  a nourisimient  and  clotliing  Society  (separate  in  funds 
and  committee)  in  co-operation  witli  the  Dispensary,  for  inforaiauou  respecting 
die  usefulness  of  which,  see  llepoi-ts. 

Castleknock  Dispensary. 

Chapelizod  Dispensaiy. 

Clondalkin  Dispensary. 

— 

Medical  Attendant  and  Committee. 

Medical  Attendant  and  Committee. 

About  four-  or  five  years  ago,  ague  pre- 
vailed ainor^  tlie  lower  classes ; since  that, 
cliiefly  the  typhoid  fever. 

The  diseases  are  such  as  usually  occui’, 
as  will  be  seen  by  printed  Report. 

They  have ; some  to  the  influence  of  tlie 
atmosphere,  some  to  wont  of  cleanliness, 
and  ouiere  to  contagion,  brought  and  kept 
up  by  itinerants  irom  Dublin. 

Yes. 

Not  many  instances,  as  we  send  the  very 
badcases  to  hospital  in  Dublin,  whei-e  they 
are  well  taken  care  of.  There  is  also  mucli 
charity  given  in  these  parishes. 

I have  met  veiy  few  cases  where  disease 
has  bcai  induced  by  want  of  food;  but  every 
day,  cases  where  light  nourishment  is  neces- 
sary to  convalescents,  and  wliich  has  been 
mostly  supplied  either  by  tlieir  laiidloi-d  or 
employer,  when  mider  their  pi-otection,  or 
by  the  charitable  and  humane  neighbour. 

Potatoes. 

I have  not. 

I have  not. 

Not  particularly ; neither  declining  nor 
inci'easmg. 

To  a gi'eat  dcgi-ee,  amongst  men  and 
lads ; and  is  certainly  on  the  increase. 

It  does,  to  a frightful  extent,  and,  ac- 
cording to  their  moans,  on  tlie  increase. 

Extremely  bad. 

GencraUy  speaking,  most  wretched.  I Those  wlio_  are  good  managem,  and  do 

. , , , 1 spend  their  money  on  spirits,  and  who 

aremconstant  employment,  are  comfortable;  but  by  for  the  greater  number 
are  destitute  of  all  of  them;  and  even  tradesmen,  earning  a pound  per  week 
and  m constant  employment,  are  equally  destitute  with  the  liibourom! 
owmg  to  habitual  dnmlceniiess.  I have  obseiwed  sober  men,  or  of  good 
chai'acter,  to  be  seldom  out  of  employment. 
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Lucan  Dispensary. 

Malaliide  Dispensary. 

Newcastle  Dispensary. 

The  Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Han^  Lloyd,  Esq.  m.  d. 

Mr.  Charles  Madden,  Apothecary. 

Fevers  for  some  time  back,  particularly 
since  the  late  awful  visitation  of  cholera, 
have  been  rather  infrequent  in  tliis  neigh- 
bom’hood ; and  since  the  influenza,  with  the 
exception  of  measles,  we  liave  had  nothing 
of  an  epidemical  character. 

All  epidemic  diseases  have,  in  my  dis- 
trict been  much  milder  and  of  more  open 
form  than  in  the  neighhourhood. 

Not  more  than  usual. 

I cannot  say  I have. 

In  very  few  instances. 

I have. 

Not  particularly ; however,  amongst  the 
very  poorer  classes,  whose  subsistence  is 
principally,  if  not  wholly,  derived  from  the 
use  of  potatoes,  I have  observed  persons 
under  such  privations  to  freq^uently  apply 
with  morbia  affections  of  the  stomacli, 
not.  however  of  a very  serious  nature. 

Potatoes,  when  bad,  in  scarce  years,  liave 
produced  disposition  to  fever,  with  bowel 
complaints. 

I have  not. 

It  prevaUs  to  an  excessive  degree  in  tliis 
district,  andis  decidedly  on  the  increase. 

From  seventeen  years'  eisperience,  I per- 
ceive the  old  people  have  induced,  and  the 
young,  following  their  example  in  the 
excessive  use  of  spirits,  when  money  and 
employment  are  plenty. 

It  does  not ; rather  on  the  decrease. 

In  all  these  respects  in  the  worst  possible 
state. 

ImproiTng  considerably  for  the  last  ten  I 
yeais  in  this  district. 

Most  commonly  in  a wretched  state. 
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Raheny  Dispensary. 

Ratlidown  Dispensary. 

Rathfarnham  Dispensary. 

G.  A.  Owen,  Esq.  m.i>. 

H.  Plant,  Esq.  m.  d. 

— 

With  the  exception  of  cholera,  tliere  has 
been  no  remarkable  epidemic. 

No,  they  liave  not. 

I have  only  found,  in  the  case  of  the 
cholera  and  influenza,  that  all  the  dis- 
eases during  their  prevalence  put  on  this 
type.  I cannot  tell  to  what  cause  to  at- 
tribute them,  except  from  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  as  in  my  district  I could  not 
trace  them  to  contagion. 

Disease  is  often  induced  and  always 
aggravated  by  bad  food. 

I have  not  known  a single  instance ; but 
I am  fi-equently  called  upon  to  visit  tJie. 
sick,  and  at  a time  wlien  food  of  a pai'- 
ticular  description  would  be  move  suitable 
than  medicine. 

In  several  cases. 

Generally  speaking,  I liave  not. 

Spirits  and  tea. 

I think  in  general  the  potato  food  in- 
jurious to  them ; often  when  they  get 
animal  food,  they  use  it  to  gluttony,  and 
bring  on  bowel  complaints; 

The  use  of  spirits  is  universal,  and  pro- 
ductive, in  every  sense  of  the  word,  of  the 
very  worst  and  most  injurious  conse- 
quences. 

It  cannot  possibly  be  woi-se. 

It  frequently  does ; I do  not  tliink  it  on 
the  increase,  or  otherwise. 

Very  frequently  without  any  thing  de- 
serving the  name  of  food  or  clothing. 

'fhe  greater  number  of  them,  mode- 
rately comfortable  as  to  clothes,  food,  bed- 
ding, &c.  but  ventilation  very  liad,  and 
the  cabins  sunlc,  that  is,  the  floor  much 
lower  than  the  adjoining  road. 

I have  generally  found  them  in  the  most 
deplorable  state;  in  so  much  so,  that  I often 
feared  to  apply  the  necessary  remedies, 
as  the  medicine  would  be  injurious,  from 
the  cold,  damp  and  want  of  necessaty 
covering. 
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Rush  Dispensary. 

Santry  District  Dispensary. 

Skerries  Dispensary. 

W.  H.  Franklin,  Esq.  ir.  n. 

Samuel  Cusack,  Esq.  st.  d. 

William  Thornhill,  Esq.  si.  d. 

Cholera  was  very  fatal  in  1832,  since 
when  the  town  lias  been  moderately 
healthy. 

None  particularly. 

No. 

This  obtains  in  six  cases  out  of  ten. 

Yes. 

' In  some  cases. 

A want  of  sufficient  food  k more  fre- 
quently the  cause  than  tlie  quality  of  what 
ffiey  have. 

Badly  cooked  potatoes,  and  bad  tea, 
without  milk. 

No. 

The  people  here  are  poor  and  industrious, 
and  ardent  spirits  aie  not  used  to  excess. 

It  does  very  much. 

No. 

Nearly  d^titute. 

Wretched  in  every  respect,  generally, 
with  some  exceptions,  most  of  the 
wi'etchedness  arising  out  of  an  absence  of 
a taste  for  comforts,  and  in  many  instances 
from  intemperance. 

In  rather  an  indifferent  state. 

LEINSTER— Dubun. 

Stillorgan  and  Neivtown  Pai-k  Dispensa:^. 

Swords  Dispensary. 

Tallaght  Dispensary. 

H.  C.  Field,  Esq.  m.  d. 

M.  O’G^'ady,  Esq.  m.  d. 

iJ.  P.  Burkitt,  Esq.  m.d. 

Yes ; they  generally  assume  the  typhoid 
character,  yMch  I attribute  to  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  and  food  possessed  of  but 
little  nutriment. 

diseases  app< 
introduction 

Fevera  of  all  types  liave  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  this  district  fi.'om  time  to  time, 
since  I came  to  reside  in  it,  but  since  the 
cholera  (malignant)  made  its  appearance, 
we  have  had  no  epidemic  fever's;  indeed, 
sar-  to  have  chairged  their  character  since  the 
. of  the  above  ffisease. 

They  have  not  assumed  a particular 
tj-pe- 

I have  not,  except  in  the  last  severe  in- 
fluenza, when  I have  found  nutriment  fre- 
quently more  advisable  tlian  medicine. 

Frequently. 

lYant  of  proper  food  is  a most  fertile 
source  of  disease.  In  the  ti-eatment  of 
disease  a most  material  featui'C  is  tire  estab- 
lishment of  a i-ule  of  diet,  and  if  food  alone 
be  necessary,  medicine  is,  of  course,  not 
l'CCommen^ed. 

Not  often  in  my  district. 

Tea  improperly  prepared,  tobacco,  bad 
potatoes  and  salt  a constant  cause  of 

mdigestioir,  from  which  the  lower  order's 
of  tills  distarict  suffer  severely. 

I have  not. 

The  use,  of  ardent  spuits  does  not  pre- 
vail to_a  great  extent  in  my  district,  nor 
do  I tliink  it  on  tire  increase. 

It  does,  to  a very  great  extent ; I believe 
on  the  increase. 

It  does,  but  I do  not  think  it  on  the 
increase. 

I generally  find  them  in  a very  bad  state. 

except  in  the  villare  of  Swore 
br'ought  together  by  the  iuduceme: 
expense,  after  a r’esidence  of  tlu'e 
extensive  common,  if  they  have  tl 
or  taxes.  | 

0,5. 

Generally  speaking  better  off  in  tliese 
r'espects  than  hr  other  coimtiy  districts, 
3,  wnere  thei-e  is  a lai'ge  pauper  population 
uts  of  havmg  their  children  educated  free  of 
e years,  and  a house  and  gai'den  upon  an 
lie  industry  to  erect  a hut,  tree  also  of  rent 

T T 

In  general  badly  clad.  Food  of  a coai'so 
sort ; sometimes  deficient  in  quantity,  and  often 
il]-suited  to  tlieir  diseases.  The  bedding  generally 
consists  of  a blanket  and  bad  quilt,  with  a coat  or 
cloak  in  addition  upon  straw,  often  on  the  ground. 
Furnituj'c  totally  deficient.  The  door  and  chimney  are 
or  crerice.  Generally  deRcientof  necessary  eomforU. 
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Atliy  DLspensaiy. 

Carberry  Dispensary. 

Castledcrmott  Dispensary. 

William  Clayton,  Esq.  Surgeon,  R.N.  ' 

J.  Go-altan,  Esq.  Medical  Officer. 

Samuel  Richard  Carter,  Esq.  Med'  Super*. 

Typhus  fever  and  dysentery  are  the  most 
frequent  diseases,  and  last  year  cholera 
prevaOedveiy  extensively.  1 camiot  assign 
any  satisfactory  cause. 

Intermittents  have  been  frequent,  also 
typhus  fevers,  rheumatic  and  dyspeptic 
complaints,  feverish  and  epidemic  catarrhs, 
have  also  prevailed. 

The  epidemics  of  this  district  have  not 
been  marked  by  any  particular  type- 
neitlier  can  they  be  attributed  to  any  es- 
traordinary  cause ; want  of  cleanliness  ami 
comfort  constitute  the  ordinary  causes, 
and  as  soon  as  these  wants  ai-e  obviated 
disease  declines.  ’ 

I camiot  call  to  mind  an  instance  where 
disease  was  actually  brought  on  by  want  of 
proper  sustenance,  but  I tliink  that  typhus 
fever  and  dysentery  prevail  in  proportion  to 
the  poverty  of  the  people. 

I have  met  many  hungry  cases,  none  of 
downright  privation,  their  neighbours  pre- 
venting that  extreme,  nor  have  I ever  met 
a death  from  inanition. 

I have  not,  with  the  exception  of  com- 
plaints of  the  stomach,  proituced  by  the 
constant  use  of  vegetable  food,  and  rendered 
obstinate  tlirough  the  inability  to  procure  a 
change  of  diet. 

I think  that  those  who  subsist  most  on  po- 
tatoes are  most  subject  to  diseases  of  the  di- 
gestive organs,  as  well  as  most  difficult  of 
cure.  The  assistance  afforded  by  the  “Poor 
Kelief  Association  of  Athy”  contributed  great 
of  such  persons  as  required  food  as  wdl  as 
(wliich  are  very  limited')  are  at  my  disposal  i 

Scanty  or  injured  potato  crops  proven 
source  of  disease,  from  debility,  lever,  dys- 
peptic and  bowel  affections.* 

ly  to  the  recovery  and  restoration  to  health 
medicine.  The  funds  of  this  institution 
for  such  obiects  as  rc(|uire  their  aid. 

1 In  consequence  of  peructunl  and  unvaried 

use  of  potatoes,  and  (m  ftie  summer  season) 
“corn  kale’’  constituting  the  principal 
1 articles  of  tlic  poor  man’s  dietary,  diseases 
' of  the  stomach  and  bowels  arc  most  pre- 
valent. 

There  are  many  persons  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood who  use  ardent  spirits  to  excess. 
I think  the  practice  is  much  on  the  increase. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  excessive,  and  on  the 
increase,  Ihave  reason  to  think,  all  through 
the  district. 

The  excessive  use  of  whisky  is  not  pre- 
valent, and  is  rather  on  the  decrease. 

In  a state  of  much  destitution  in  the 
town,  but  not  so  much  so  iu  the  country. 

Generally  worse  than  indifferent;  bad 
cabins ; bed  as  often  on  the  floor  as  raised 
from  it ; bedding  scanty  .as  well  ns  bed- 
clothes ; gener.oliy  tolerably  well  as  to  fuel, 
: which  is  all  they  can  call  comfort. 

I have  invariably  found  the  poor  in  my 
districtin'a  wretched  state,  as  to  bed-clofht^ 
furniture  and  ventilation,  more  parficiUarlv 
the  two  last,  bed-clothing  being  supplied  to  a, very 
considerable  amount  every  vrinter  by  the  benwo- 
lencD  of  the  Vicar  of  the  parish  of  Castledcrmott, 
The  Ecv.  Archibald  R.  HamOton. 

LEINSTER— Kildare 


Clane  Dispensary. 

Donadea  Dispensary. 

Johnstown  Bridge  Dispensary. 

The  Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

F.  O’Brien,  Esq.  SiD^eon. 

Ague,  principally  to  be  met  with  on  the 
edges  of  bog,  assumed  the  tertian  type. 

They  have  not  presented  any  tiling  i 
unusu^  or  remarkable. 

Typhus  fevers,  intermittents  and  dysen- 
tery are  mostly  prevalent  in  tliis  district; 
they  are  produced  by  wont  of  warm  cloth- 
ing,particularly  hed-clothes,  poverty  of  diet, 
want  of  ventUation,  and  being  surroimded 
by  bogs  and  flooiled  rivers,  capable  of  im- 
provement. 

Actual  disease  I have  not ; however,  I am 
convinced  that  wann  clothing,  wholesome 
food,  comfortable  bejlding,  in  a clean  well 
ventilated  cottage,  constant  and  regular 
employment,  would  prevent  lialf  the  disease 
they  are  now  subject  to. 

I have  met  some  cases  of  this  descrlp- 
tion. 

'The  quality  of  their  food  predisposes 
them  to  disease,  but  I am  not  aware  of  any 
; ease  in  tliis  district  produced  by  actual 
want.  In  all  cases  of  convalescence,  whole- 
some food  is  substituted  for  medicine,  by 
the  charity  of  individuals  under  my  advice: 
where  that  is  not  the  case,  I supply  it  myself. 

I consider  bad  potatoes,  soui'  buttermilk, 
salted  herrings,  on  which  they  exist,  for  tlie 
most  part  promotivo  of  disease. 

The  diet  of  the  poor,  for  the  most  part, 
are  potatoes,  and  in  some  seasons  very  bad, 
to  wliich  may  he  attributed  dyspeptic 
diseases  and  other  complaints. 

The  food  of  tlic  poor  in  this  district  being 
as  stated  above,  I finddiarrlicea,  dysentery 
and  cholera  often  succeeded  by  typhus 
fever,  prevalent  for  four  or  five  weeks,  from 
the  middle  of  July  to  the  end  of  August, 
from  tlie  use  of  new  potatoes,  and  badly 
dressed  vegetables. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not 
now  so  prevalent  as  formerly. 

The  use  of  spirits  1 believe  to  be  rather 
on  tile  decrease. 

It  does  not,  and  I do  not  conceive  the 
; practice  to  be  on  tlio  increase. 

Generally  speaking,  in  tlie  most  miserable 
condition. 

In  the  most  miserable  condition. 

I have  found  them  in  want  of  warm 
clothing,  particularly  the  females,  their 
food  consisting  of  potatoes,  and  any  vegeta- 
bles they  can  procure;  bed-clothes  arc 
1 much  wanting;  m many  instances  there 
are  none,  and  tliek  houses  without  ventila- 
tion. 
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Kilcock  Dispensary. 

Monasterevan  Dispensary. 

Newbridge  Dispensary. 

— 

— 



I have  not  oTiserved  the  fevers  or  mn- 
demies  of  this  district  assume  anyparticular 
type  among  the  poorer  classes. 

They  Irave  not. 

Tlierc  has  been  hut  littlo  fever  and 
cholera,  tlie  only  epidemic  since  I have 
had  the  care. 

I do  not  recollect  an  instance  whore 
actual  disease  was  brought  on  by  want  of 
proper  sustenance;  I have  no  donbtj  how- 
ever, tliat  the  want  of  proper  sustenance  is 
in  numerous  instances  a predisposing  cause 
of  disease,  and  tliat  many  sink  into  the 
grave  for  want  of  proper  sustenance  when 

I have  not. 
visited  by  sicknefis. 

Several. 

Although  the  food  of  tite  poor  is  of  the 
worst  description,  I cannot  t^c  upon  my- 
self to  say,  from,  my  actual  observation,  &at 
it  has  been  in  any  in, stance  promotive  of 
disease. 

I cannot  say  I have. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes  alono 
makes  dyspepsia  very  general. 

Tlie  more  pressing  wants  of  the  poor 
generally  do  not  pci-mit  them  to  indulge 
much  in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  That  a 
disposition  to  inebriety  among  tlmt  class  of 
persons  exists,  I liave  no  doubt,  from  the 
many  examples  that  have  f^en  under  my 
merit  in  their  moral  liabits,  I cannot  sav ; 

Not  in  tliis  district,  at  least  amongst 
those  who  come  under’  tire  denomination 
ot  dispensary  patients ; their  poverty  de- 
bars them  from  the  rise  of  if. 

obsemtion.  Wlietlicr  it  proceeds  from  a 
but  I .-mi  rnclined  to  tliink  the  tuactice  is  0 

There  is  much  ardent  spirit  used,  but 
1 beheye  less  tlian  I have  known  in  other 
pai-ts  of  the  kingdom. 

W'ant  of  means,  or  from  any  improve- 

In  almost  every  instance  in  a very 
wretched  state. 

1 

Except  fuel,  the  poor  are  destitute 
nearly  of  eveiy  comfort.  Their  food  po- 
tatoes, often  without  milk ; their  dothiuff 
beddmg  and  furniture  very  deficient,  and 
their  cabms  badly  ventilated. 

In  very  many  instances  destitute  of  all. 

LEINSTER — Kildare. — Kilkenjtt. 

Robertstown  Dispensary. 

Ball3Tag'get  Dispensary. 

Callan  Dispensary. 

W.  Godfrey  Dyas,  Esq.  m.d. 

John  Bradley,  Esq.  Suraeon 

Mr.  Abraham  W.  Cronyn,  Med'  Attend'. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  poor  in  this 
Muntry  ai'e  not  only  more  predisposed  to 
be  attacked  by  tlie  prevailing  epidemic  of 
tte  season,  but  are  also  more  subject  to 
have  such  disease  (whatever  it  may  be) 
accompanied  by  symptoms  of  a more  datige] 
better  cireumstanced  in  life.  This  I attribnt 

'* 

l-cvere  generally  assume  a typhoid  type,  , 
wluch  l dunk  diiefly  (but  not  entiiefyi 
attributable  to  the  filtli  in  and  about  the  | 
cabms  of  the  poor,  and  to  impmfect  ventilai 

rous  character  tlian  that  attendant  on  svmnt 
* to  improper  diet,  want  of  cleanliness,  fatig 

Fevers  increase,  I think,  for  wai^f 
cleanliness,  perhaps  not  having  clothing  to 
change,  and  want  of  ventilation, 
fcion. 

:oms  of  the  disease  in  peisons 

I think  that  half  the  patients  who  apply 
for  relief  are  thesuhjects  of  dironic  gastritis, 
a disease  for  the  most  part  induced  in 
tiieia  by  the  combined  iimuencc  of  ardent 
spirite  drunk  without  being  previously  di- 
mted,  and  a diet  almost  alti^ethor  veget- 

I have  seen  many  cases  in  which  dis- 
ease has  been  brought  on  by  want  of  proper 
sustenance;  and  innumerable  cases^in 
wlucli  appropriate  food  might  be  substi- 
tuted tor  medicine,  or  at  least  in  which 
medicme  could  effect  Uttle  witlmut  suit- 
able diet. 

I have  found  veiy  few. 

Sec  Answer  to  Question  2. 

Potatoes  constitute  the  main  article  of 
toml  among  the  poor,wluch  when  good  in 
quality  I cannot  regard  as  promotive  of 
disease.  I have  not  found  any  food  in 
use  among  tlie  poor  directly  or  peculiarlv 
promotive  of  disease.  ^ 

I Iiave  not. 

It  does;  I think  it  stationary. 

It  does  very  much. 

“y  district  arc  not  very 
retched,  not  so  miidi  so  iirdeed  as  the 
extemal  appearance  botir  of  themselves  and 
r 1^'gbt  lead  a stranger  to 
do  not  tliink  there  are  many 
amongst  them  ui  absolute  want. 

0.5. 

In  all  theso  respects  I have  found  tho 
poor  generally  in  a very  wretched  state, 
particularly  m rogai-d  to  hedding  and  ven- 
tilafioo.  ° 

T T 2 

I find  the  neccssaiy  comforts  very  much 
wanting ; hut  clotliing,  I should  tliink,  is 
the  chief  want. 
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Castle  Coiner  Dispensary.  | Burrow  Dispensary. 

Freshford  Dispensary. 

George  Hartford^  Esq.  m.  d. 

Rdbci't  Drought,  Esq.  m.  d. 

James  Cullman,  Esq.  m.  d. 

I cannot  say  they  have,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  pthisis,  or  consumption,  which, 
I may  say,  is  the  plagfue  of  this  district, 
owing  to  the  foul  air  and  coal-dust  inhaled 
in  the  coal-pits  j the  other  diseases  are  as 
elsewhere. 

They  have  not,  in  my  opinion,  changed 
their  type  or  character  j but  in  this  wet 
weather  fevers  are  and  have  been  very 
generally  accompanied  by  unusually  se- 
vere catai'rhal  affections. 

I think  not ; I have  found  it  much  the 
same  for  the  last  16  or  16  yeai's,  but  I 
think  fever  has  rather  increased  latterly, 
which  I attribute  to  poverty,  and  tlieixnot 
being  able  to  procure  food,  bedding  or 
clothii^,  and  a consequent  want  of  clean- 
liness. 

1 have  seen  cases  where  nouidshing  food 
would  be  most  useful ; hut  I have  seen  no 
case  of  disease  produced  by  the  food  in  use 
in  this  district,  viz.  the  potato,  &c.  &c. 

I have  met  cases,  in  my  opinion,  caused 
by  that  calamity,  where  wholesome  food 
might  have  been  beneficially  substituted 
for  medicine. 

I have  found  this  to  be  the  case  in  many 
instances ; but  I have  met  with  many  cases 
where  wholesome  food  might  have  been 
beneficially  substituted  for  medicine. 

Answered  above. 

In  years  when  potatoes  are  scarce,  wild 
eale  and  other  unwholesome  vegetables 
are  substituted  as  food,  and  used  in  such 
quantities  as  to  promote  disease. 

Potatoes  are  the  principal  food  of  the 
poor,  and  1 have  found  them  more  sah- 
feot  to  particular  diseases  when  the  pota- 
toes are  new.  • 

It  does  to  a great  degree ; and  owing  to 
the  increased  number  of  small  _w^ky- 
houses,  there  must  he  greater  facDities  to 
obtain  it,  and  more  ardent  spirits,  &o.  &c. 
must  he  drank  to  support  them. 

It  does,  and  more  especially  since  the 
white-feet  system  commenced,  previous 
to  which,  I think,  the  excessive  use  of 
ardent  spirits  was  not  on  the  increase. 

Not  generally,  and  I do  not  think  it  is 
on  the  increase. 

In  the  very  worst  state.  Scarcely  any 
clothes  or  bedding ; a little  hay  or  rushes, 
with  ahlanket,  foms  the  general familyhcd 
of  most  of  the  colliery  people;  though  tlie 
head  of  the  family  may  he  earaing  12  a.  or 
IBs.  per  week,  most  of  it  goes  in  whisky. 

Generally  in  a wretched  state  as  to 
clotiiing,  Ibod,  bedding,  fmuiture  and 
necessary  comforts,  and  do  not  know  the 
benefit  of  ventOation. 

In  a most  wretched  state  in  every  re- 
spect. 

LEINSTER— Kilkenny. 


Gowran  Dispensary. 

Graigue  Dispensary. 

Inaistiogue  Dispensary. 

James  Newell,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Edward  Fitzpatrick,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

Miles  Sterling,  Esq.  l.  c.  s.  d. 

Fever  and  epidemics  have  often  assumed 
a particular  ana  malignant  type  among  the 
poorer  classes.  The  causes  would  often  he 
difficult  to  ascertain,  and  an  attempt  at 
doing  so  would  he  involved  in  a temous 
theory. 

Fever  often  assumes  a bad  type,  fipm 
the  want  of  proper  ventilation. 

Fevers  sometimes  assume  a typhoid 
character,  wliich  is  to  he  attributed  to 
want  of  cleanliness  and  sufficient  venti- 
lation ; occasionally  to  unwholesome  food. 

I have  experienced  some  instances  where 
disease  has  been  brought  on  by  want  of 
proper  sustenance,  and  where  proper  nou- 
rishment at  an  early  period  mi^it  have 
prevented  the  disease. 

I have  in  a great  many  instances. 

I have  rarely  observed  that  disease  has 
been  brought  on  by  want  of  proper  sus- 
tenance, but  I have  frequently  met  with 
cases  where  nutritious  food  would  have 
greatly  accelerated  recovery. 

The  almost  constant  use  of  potatoes 
without  any  thing  else,  and  occasionally 
sour  milkj  deprived  of  its  most  nutiitious 
quality.  Salt  fish,  &c.  &c.  I have  often 
found  the  cause  of  disease. 

Bad  potatoes,  herrings  and  badly  cooked 
vegetables. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  continual  use 
of  the  potato  is  productive  of  functional 
disease  of  the  stomach,  particularly  m 
females. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  much  prevail  here,  and ' I believe  the 
practice  is  on  the  decrease. 

Not  particularly.  I tliink  it  is  on  the 
decrease. 

It  does,  to  sortie  extent.  I conceive  ffie 
practice  is  rather  decreasing ; but  it  is  dift- 
cult  to  give  an  accurate  answer  to  tms 
Query. 

In  several  instances  I have  found  the 
clothes,  food  and  bedding  miserable ; the 
fnraiture  very  bad ; venfliation  veiy  bad, 
many  cabins  having  no  windows.  I have, 
however,  met  many  instances  of  compar 
tion  of  this  district  the  poor  are  employed 
farmers ; both  arc  cliaritablc. 

In  a very  bad  state ; no  furniture.  Bed 
generally  straw ; house  badly  ventilated. 

^f^ve  comfort.  In  the  OTeater  por- 
by  a resident  gentry  andrcspectablo 

With  the  exception  of  the  poor  of  the 
1 Cfif  whom  tnanv  are  suDDortert  by  annuities  from 

the  landed  proprietor,  who  also  liberally  _distribut« 

filthy,  and  very  imperfectly  ventilated. 
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LEINSTER— Kilkenny. 

Johnstown  Dispensary. 

Kilkenny  Dispensary. 

Kilmacow  Dispensary. 

Patrick  Ryan,  Esq.,  m.d. 

iV.  Akock,  Esq.,  Medici  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Ferers  do  assume  a pai-ticular  type ; I 
never  knew  the  cause  explained,  and  I be- 
lieve it  is  inexplicable. 

I am  not  aware  that  they  have. 

Wlienever  fevera  were  epidemic  here, 
they  wei'c  generally  of  alow  type,  and  often 
very  malignant,  owing,  I should  suppose, 
to  unwholesome  food,  and  the  excessive  use 
of  ardent  spirits. 

I have  not  seen  many  sudi  cases. 

Verymaiy.  It  is  remaikahle  that  in 
busy  seasons,  such  as  harvest, _&c.  how  ap- 
plications for  medicine  diminish. 

I tliink  intemperance  and  impoverished 
food  often  cause  disease,  and  in  my  opinion, 
the  contrary  would,  in  many  cases,  obviate 
the  necessity  of  medicine. 

Yes ; the  potato  causes  various  diseases 
of  the  stomach. 

Potatoes  m'e  their  general  food,  and  when 
good  and  plenty,  do  not  appear  at  all  inju- 
rious. 

The  principal  food,  potatoes,  salt-fish  and 
cabbage. 

Yes,  tlie  use  of  ardent  spirits  prevails  j I 
cannot  say  whether  it  is  on  the  decline  or 
otherwise. 

It  does,  very  much,  and  I would  say  is 
on  the  increase. 

The  people  here  are  very  much  addicted 
to  beer,  and  ardent  spirits  to  excess.  I 
cannot  say  that  tlie  practice  is  on  the  in- 
crease. 

. I find  them  generally  in  a bad  state. 

Generally  speaking,  the  poor  are  desti- 
tute of  what  may  be  considered  necessary 
comforts. 

In  most  cases  bad  in  the  extreme. 

LEINSTER — Kilkenny. 

Knocktopher  Dispensary. 

Thomastown  Dispensary. 

Urlingford  Dispensary. 

Richard  S.Peile,  Esq.,  l.e.o.s.d. 

Samuel  A.  Duke,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

William  Greene,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

They  have;  I cannot  satisfactorily  ac- 
count for  the  cause. 

Fevers  and  other  epidemics  occasionally 
prevail  here,  the  great  and  iirimtay  cause 
poverty. 

I cannot  say  they  have. 

I have,  in  many  cases,  paiticularly  when 
fever  or  other  diseases  are  prevailing  in  the 
district. 

In  many  hrstances  I have  been  obliged 
to  solicit  subscriptions  from  the  neigh- 
bouring gently  {and  seldom  in  vain),  to 
proem’e  all  tfie  necessaries  stated  above, 
before  1 can  ivitli  safety  administer  any 
remedy. 

I cannot  say  that  I know  any  instance 
where  actual  disease  has  been  brought  on 
by  want  of  sustenance ; but  many  diseases 
have  been  retailed  in  the  cure,  or  rendered 
totally  incurable  for  want  of  proper  food. 

Bad  potatoes,  or  any  damaged  food  in 
common  use. 

Certmnly ; the  poor  people  here  are  often 
subject  to  great  distress,  mid  ai'e  generally 
obliged  to  collect  weeds  and  other  improper 
food  during  tne  summermonths,  and  wliich 
I think  must  contribute greatly  to  the  pro- 
motion of  disease. 

I have  not. 

I consider  it  does;  it  seems  stotionai'y. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not  so  pre- 
valent here  as  in  otherplaces ; hut  certainly 
on  the  increase. 

It  does  prevail  here ; but  I do  not  con- 
sider it  on  tlie  increase. 

The  poor  of  this  district  are  in  general  in 
a wretched  state  as  to  food,  clothmg,  &c. 

Generally  in  the  greatest  possible  desti- 
tution as  to  clothes,  food,  bedtling  and  all 
other  necessaiy  comforts. 

The  clothes  in  general  of  a bad  descrip- 
tion ; food,  the  potato ; bedding,  straw, 
witli  bad  covering,  mostly  the  clothes  worn 
in  the  day-time ; no  furniture,  and  no  ven- 
tilation, save  by  the  door-way. 

0.5.  T T 3 
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LEINSTER — King’s  County. 

Banagher  Dispensary. 

Edenderry  Dispensary. 

Farbane  Dispensary. 

J,  Bird,  Esq.j  at.  n. 

J.  Grattan,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

C.  D.  Fry,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Particularly  free  from  fever;  suffered 
severely  from  spasmodic  diolera  last  year. 

Generally  of  the  intermittent  or  typhoid 
type ; often  gastiio  fever  produced,  as  per 
No.  S. 

The  poor,  when  labouring  under  fever 
have  generally  appeared  in  a more  debilil 
tated  state  tlmn  the  upper  class,  wluch  ap- 
pears to  me  attributable  to  tlie  richness  of 
diet  made  use  of  by  the  latter. 

In  almost  every  instance  wholesome  food 
would  materially  contiibute  to  the  recovery 
of  the  patient ; tmt  from  the  state  of  desti- 
tution of  most  of  the  poor,  they  find  it  im- 
possible to  procure  proper  nutnment. 

The  kindness  and  good  feeling  of  their 
more  fortunate  neighbours  seldon  allow 
them  to  be  actually  Iiungry,  nor  can  I say 
I have  really  met  such  a case. 

A few. 

No. 

The  potato  crop,  .when  scanty  or  of  in- 
different quality,  is  likely  to  give  lise  to 
fevers,  dyspepsia  and  other  diseases  of  de- 
bility. 

Not  any. 

No;  rather  on  tire  decrease. 

It  is  certainly  excessive,  and,  I lament  to 
say,  yearly  increasing ; one  failure  or  nma- 
way  generally  producing  two  new  dram- 
shops in  its  place. 

Veiy  mucli,  and  rather  on  tlie  increase. 

In  many  instances  great  want  of  neces- 
sary comforts ; bedding,  bad  straw ; blan- 
kets wanting,  and  not  me  lightest  attempt 
at  ventilation.  j 

wail,  badly  glazed ; the  bedding,  straw  or  hay,  a: 
apparel  worn  through  the  day ; the  bed  as  often 

As  to  comforts,  they  are  hardly  to  be 
found.  The  cabins  consist  generally  of  one, 
sometimes  of  two  apartments,  badly  lighted, 
and  ventilated  only  by  the  door  and  chim- 
' ney ; sometimes  a hole  through  the  mud 
od  sometimes  fem ; little  covering,  in  addition  to  tbe 
at  least  on  tbe  ground  as  raised  by  a bedstead.  | 

Clothes  generally  bad ; potatoes  the  al- 
most sole  artide  of  food,  of  which  they  possess  a to- 
lerably plentiful  supply;  bedding  and  fiimiture  miser- 
able; fro  air  guite  enough,  and  rarely  enjoying  any 
comfort,  save  fire,  of  which  a most  abundant  supply 
may  easily  be  obtained.  I have,  however,  seen  otliei 
dis&icts  in  which  the  poor  appeared  more  wretched. 

LEINSTER-King’s  County. 

Frankford  and  Ballyboy  Dispensary. 

Geashill  Dispensary. 

Kennitty  Dispensarj', 

The  Committee. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Nothing  unusual. 

Fevers  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed 
any  particular  type : any  season  I have 
witnessed  them  assuming  a more  malig- 
nant nature  than  common,  1 liave  attri- 
buted it  to  tlie  severity  of  the  weather, 
which  always  existed  under  sucli  ch'cnm- 
stanecs. 

Low  fevers  are  prevalent,  but  confined  to 
the  poorer  classes.  See  answa-s  to  3 and  4. 

Frequently. 

I liave  experienced  several. 

I have  very  many. 

Bad  potatoes,  bad  Iieirings  and  bad  milk 
are  productive  of  such,  and  are  the  general 
food  of  the  poor. 

The  use  of  ardent  ^irits  decidedly  dis- 
advantageous, and  producing  particular 
diseases ; also,  1 am  msposed  to  tliink,  that 
when  eitlier  the  potato  or  oatmeal  are  the 
solo  subsistence,  they  fend  to  disease. 

Yes,  a bad  description  of  potato. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  prevail,  but  not 
now  more  prevalent,  perhaps  not  so  much 
so. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
prevail,  and  I conceive  drunkenness  on  the 
increase;  but  latterly,  I think,  there  is 
more  bper  and  less  spirits  used  in  this  dis- 
trict. 

It  does  prevail,  and  I conceive  it  is  on 
tlie  increase. 

Gcnorally  destitute,  in  point  of  food, 
clothing,  bedding  and  furniture;  increased 
by  want  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation. 

The  laboming  claM  in  this  neighboui-- 
hood  are  very  d^cient  in  comforts,  or  even 
necessaries:  the  petty  farmers  arc  tolerably 
supplied. 

Generally  veiybad;  particularly  so,  as  to 
food,  bedding  and  ventilation. 
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LEINSTER— King’s  County. 


MoneygaU  Dispensary. 

PMEipstown  Dispensary. 

Sliinrone  Dispensary. 

C.  Bourne,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

— 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  district  in  general  healtliy,  not  having 
been  visited  by  cholera  j it  at  present  affords 
a few  cases  of  slight  common  cholera  and 
boAvel  complaints. 

Want  of  wholesome  food,  clothing  and 
bedding  arc  causes  of  much  sickness  and 
suffering  amongst  the  poor  of  tlris  district 
in  tire  winter  season. 

They  have  not.  We  have  had  only  14 
cases  of  cholera. 

Few,  if  any,  with  the  general  exception 
that  during  actual  sickness  a change  or  diet 
becomes  necessary. 

Potatoes  the  chief  food  in  use,  and  to  tire 
coirstairt  use  of  them  is  attributable  the 
severe  forms  of  disease  of  stomach  and 
bowels  so  much  complained  of  by  the  poor 
of  tills  district. 

be  easily  pr^ 
any  of  the  gei 

I Iravc  seldom  seen  actual  disease  pro 
duced  here  by  want  of  proper  sustenance; 
but  an  impievenrcnt  in  the  food  of  invdids 
is  frequently  more  conducive  to  their  re- 
covery than  any  medicine,  and  can  indeed 
ocured  on  my  application  to  tliat  effect  to 
atry  of  tire  neighbourhood. 

No. 

The  general  rule  of  getting  drunk  on 
market  and  fiiir  days  and  Sundays  is  only 
checked  by  the  poverty  of  the  parties ; the 
consideration  of  the  fomily  seldom  forms  a 
bar;  if  on  the  decline,  it  is  scarcely  ob- 
servable. 

The  poorer  class  of  persons  above  alluded 
to  seldom  drink  spirits.  Tradesmen  re-' 
siding  in  and  near  towns  and  villages  in 
this  neiglibonrliood  are  very  much  addicted  | 
to  the  use  of  ai'dcnt  spirits. 

It  does  not  j beer  is  more  generally  used. 

Day  clothes  bad ; night  clothes  in  genci-al 
very  little  more  than  the  day  clothes;  bed- 
ding, straw  or  liay,  kept  long  in  use,  conse- 
Quently  non-elastic,  stinking,  &c.  Food, 
dry  potatoes ; furniture  scarce  deserving  tire 
name ; ventilation  such  as  can  be  affoi-ded 
by  one  door  to  a fiunily  with  pigs,  &o. ; 

In  many  parts  of  the  district  the  poor  are 
almost  without  clothing;  their  beds  straw, 
on  the  groimd,  and  in  many  instances  a very 
scanty  supply  of  it;  little  or  no  bed-clothes. 
Then-  food  a dry  potato  the  year  through. 

comforts  are  not  thought  of. 

In  a tolei'ably  good  state  in  this  neigh- 
bourliood. 

LEINSTER — Longfoud. 

Ballymalion  Dispensary. 

Edg^orthstown  Dispensary. 

Granard  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

T.  Clarke,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  n.  n. 

Murk  Daly,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Fevers  often  assume  the  typhoid  type, 
from  the  liabit  being  predisposM  from  want, 
exposure  to  atmospheric  changes,  &c.  1 

No ; but  they  spread  very  much  in  the ' 
family,  owing  to  the  smallness  of  their 
houses. 

Want  of  proper  nourishment. 

Instances  liave  occurred  where  actual 
disease  has  been  brought  on  by  wairt  of  pro- 
per sustenance. 

In  very  many  instances. 

Yes. 

The  food,  which  chiefly  consists  of  potfu- 
toes,  and  which  they  unfortunately  prefer 
half  boiled,  generates  disease. 

Potatoes  and  butter-milk,  sometimes  a 
salt  herring,  are  their  pi-iiicipal  food ; flesh 
meat  about  four  times  a year. 

Potato  diet 

It  does,  and  varies  inversely  ns  the  price 
of  com,  on  account  of  illicit  distOlation. 

Illicit  ardent  spirits  are  niucli  used  in 
the  district ; not  on  the  increase,  but  about 
stationary. 

It  does,  and  there  have  been  instances 
wliere  the  poor  have  substituted  wliisky 
for  milk  with  their  potatoes. 

As  it  is  generally  the  very  lower  order-  of 
the  poor  that  are  relieved  and  visited  by 
the  surgeon,  it  is  but  natural  to  expect  that, 
gener^y  speaking,  poverty  exists  in  most 
ot  their  dwellings,  aird  ventilation  is  uni- 
xersaUy  required. 

0-5- 

For  the  most  part  in  the  gi'eatest  state 
of  want  and  destitution. 

T T 4 

Very  destitute. 
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LEINSTER— LotiTH. 


Ardee  Dispensary. 

Ballymascanlan  Dispensary. 

Carliiigford  Dispensary. 

Alexander- Munfketrick,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

J.  Walk&]\  Esq.,  Sui-geon. 

The  Chairman  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Yes,  certainly,  and  I think  afcmbutahle 
to  the  combined  influence  of  filth  and  damp, 
improper  and  scanty  food,  deficiency  of 
clothes  and  fuel. 

Fevers  ai’e  generally  of  a mild  natoe, 
wliich  in  some  degree  is  owing  to  modera- 
tion in  diet,  &c. 

No  particular  type. 

In  very  many  instances. 

I have  not  known  disease  brought  on  by 
want  of  food ; in  many  cases  food,  by  my 
directions,  has  been  substituted  for  medi- 
cine. 

A great  many. 

The  almost  exclusively  potato  diet  of  the 
poor  is  veiy  conducive  of  tho  diseases  called 
dyspeptic. 

I have  not. 

Their  only  food  potatoes,  which  are  de- 
cidedly injniious  where  disease  exists. 

The  use  of  ai-dent  spirits  is  veiy  con- 
siderable, but  the  habits  of  the  people  do 
not  seem  changed  as  to.  the  indulgence. 

It  does  not. 

It  does,  and  is  on  the  increase. 

Very  bad ; in  these  particulars  they  are 
UTCtchedly,  deficient. 

Very  middling,  and  in  some  instances  I 
have  known  subscriptions  made  to  procure 
blankets,  bedding,  &c. 

Very  deficient  in  all  those,  and  many  iu 
absolute  want. 

LEINSTER— Louth. 


Castlebellinghara  Dispensary. 

' Collon  Dispensary. 

Dunleer  Dispensary. 

John  GimUe,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Richard  L.  Pineking,  Esq.,  m.d.  i 

John  BoM,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

The  want  of  cleanliness,  ventilation  and  . 
suitable  nourishment,  ai-e  friendly  to  the 
progi-ess  of  epidemic  and  contagious  disease. 
My  district  lias  not  suffered  much  from 
such  diseases. 

They  have  not. 

In  a variety  of  cases  fevers  and  epidemics 
have  assumed  a malignant  type,  which  I 
attribute  to  filth,  bad  clothing  and  waat  of 
proper  nouiisliment. 

I have  frequently  been  called  on  to  give 
attendance  where  wholesome  food  would  be 
of  much  more  benefit  tlian  medicine. 

1 When  dearth  of  provision  has  prevailed, 
soup-kitchens  have  from  time  to  time  been 
established,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
poor. 

I have  experienced  many  instances  wheie 
actual  disease  has  been  br-ought  on  by  want 
' of  proper  sustenance,  and  whei'e  wholesome 
. food  would  have  altogether  precluded  the 
1 necessity  of  medicine. 

The  description  of  food  used  by  the  poor 
is  a great  cause  of  the  frequency  of  stomach 
and  bowel  complaints,  more  particularly  ■ 
among  the  young  and  old  of  that  class. 

Potatoes  and  milk  is  the  general  food 
among  the  poor,  and  I believe  they  do  not 
promote  disease. 

Never,  unless  in  times  of  scarcity;  but 
the  want  of  good  food  has  always  aggra- 
vated such  disease  as  pr'esented  itself,  and 
caused  its  extension. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  stiH  prevails, 
but  has  been  on  the  deci'ease  for  some  year's 
past. 

It  does,  and  is  very  much  on  the  in- 
ci’ease;  there  have  been  three  new  spkit 
shops  opened  witliin  the  last  month,  but 
which  Lord  Ferrard  lias  given  orders 
should  be  closed. 

It  does  very  much,  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  practice  is  coimiderably  on  tlic  in- 
1 crease  latterly. 

The  poor  are  generally  fed  on  potatoes; 
their  cabins  are  filthy,  tlieir  beds  uncom- 
fortable, and  ventilation  is  not  attended  to; 
their  clothing  vciy  bad. 

Among  those  ■who  require  the  benefit  of 
this  charity,  I have  found  them  in  general, 
as  other  paupers  in  the  kingdom,  in  -want 
of  every  coimort. 

In  a deplorable  state  as  to  clothes;  food 

priiicipallypotatoes;  thebed-elothingchiefly 

comprising  tliat  worn  by  day ; ventilation 
1 intoiTupted ; and  as  to  furniture,  it  does  not 
deserwe  the  name. 
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LEINSTER — Louth — Meath. 


Louth  Dispensary. 

Termonfeckin  Dispensary. 

Agher  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Thomas  Ge^'non,  Esq.,  ji.d. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Not  lately. 

They  have  not  assumed  any  particnlai 
type. 

' Fevers  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed 
any  particular  type  in  this  district. 

None  wliere  actual  disease  lias  been 
brought  on;  diseases  have  been  prolonged 
and  renewed  for  want  of  proper  nourish- 
ment when  patients  are  in  a convalescent 
state. 

I have  ejmerienced  disease  very  often 
brought  on  by  want  of  sustenance,  and 
many  instances  where  wholesome  food 
might  be  beneficially  substituted  for  medi- 

I have  found  a few  old  aud  destitute  per- 
sons where  disease  was  brought  on  by  want 
of  proper  food,  and  wholesome  sustenance 
might  liave  been  beneficially  substituted  for 
medicines. 

Not  within  the  last  three  years. 

I have ; potato  aud  salt  fish. 

I have  not  found  any  particular  kind  of 
food  in  tliis  district  promotive  of  disease. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  has  prevailed  to 
a great  extent  in  this  district  for  tlie  last  18 
months. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
prevail,  and  is,  I think,  on  the  increase. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails in  tills  district,  and  is  on  the  increase. 

In  all  very  badly  provided. 

I have  found  the  poor  very  badly  off  as 
to  clothes,  bedding,  furniture  and  ventUa- 
tion,  and  ^moat  destitute  of  the  necessary 
comforts. 

I have  found  old  persons  in  want,  but  not 
the  labouring  poor. 

LEINSTER-Meath. 

Athboy  Dispensary. 

Balliver  Dispensary. 

1 Cloiihrd  Dispensary. 

James  Adams,  Esq.,  m.d. 

James  Adams,  Esq.,  m.d. 

The  Treasurer. 

During  the  last  two  years  they  have  been 
particularly  free  fi-om  fever ; when  it  did 
erist  as  an  epidemic,  the  cause  might  be  at- 
tributed to  their  want  of  the  common  ueces- 
Stuies  of  life. 

Generally  low  typhus,  brought  on  by 
bad  feeding  and  damp  bedding,  &c.  and  tho 
filth  of  them  dwellings. 

I have  frequently. 

Constantly. 

Yes;  when  provisions  are  dear  in  sum- 
mer, the  poor  make  use  of  wild  mustard, 
wliich  produces  bowel  complaints. 

Yes ; tlie  constant  living  on  potatoes  pro- 
duces dyspepsia  and  other  disorders. 

_ It  does,  to  au  alarming  extent ; I consider 
It  to  be  on  the  increase,  and  imloss  some 
restraint  is  placed  onit,all  efforts  to  benefit 
the  poor  are  likely  to  jirove  unavmling. 

To  a great  extent ; much  on  the  increase . 

Theh  food  consists  chiefly  of  potatoes,  [ 
and  they  are  destitute  of  almost  every  com- 
fort, having  bad  beds,  clothing,  &c.  | 

1 

The  medical  attendant  infonua  me  no 
;hing  can  be  more  wretched. 

0.5. 

U U 
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CrossaLeel  Dispensary. 

Duleek  and  Black  Lion  Dispensaries. 

Dunboyne  Dispensary, 

Henry  Davidge,  Esq.,  si.n. 

Edward  Fogarty,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

James  Goodshaw,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Fevers  are  occasioned  'with,  the  poor  by 
the  -want  of  necessary  comforts,  and  become 
general  by  the  intercourse  of  each  other. 

Fever  has  not  been  prevd.ent  for  the  last 
three  yeais  in  any  part  of  the  district,  ex- 
cept tlie  Cloughan,  where  it  assumed  a 
low  typhoid  character;  probably  from  dirt, 
crowding,  the  miserable  potato,  and  the 
extravagance  noticed  in  Query  4. 

Fevers  are  not  now  frequeat,  nor  do  I 
think,  since  the  invasion  of  cholera,  that 
epidemics  of  any  character  prevail  to  such 
an  extent  amongst  the  lower  cla^s  as  be- 
fore it. 

I have  in  very  many  cases  found  disease 
brought  on  from  want  of  food  and  clothii^  j 
but  when  01,  attribute  their  recovery  to 
medical  aid,  and  food  after. 

would  be  less  subject  to 
if  they  had  a better  diet 

If  any  instances  of  this  kind  have  oc- 
curred, they  do  not  strike  my  memoiy  at 
present,  have  had  no  actual  famine 

1 since  my  residence  commenced  here ; hut, 
generally  speaking,  I do  suppose  the  poor 
disease,  and  particularly  infectious  disease, 
; than  the  miserable  potato. 

Acute  disease  is  seldom  produced  by  de- 
ficvency  ia  the  quantity  or  depravity  in  the  quality 
of  food  conaumed  by  the  lower  daases ; but  the  es- 
elusive  potato  diet  of  the  over-worked  pauper  in 
health,  frequently  prcdiapuscs  to  affections  of  the 
stomal  and  howds,  and  in  his  convalescence  froro 
accidental  illness,  indneedhy  cold,  &c.,  it  frequently 
retards  his  perfect  recovery. 

I am  of  opinion,  the  constant  use  of  po- 
tatoes, particularly  at  a season  when  both 
scarce  and  bad,  unaccompanied  with  any 
other  diet,  to  be  in  a gi'eat  degree  the  cause 
of  illness. 

Same  answer  as  to  Query  2. 

1 think  the  use  of  spirits  on  the  decline, 
with  the  exception  of  this  season,  there 
being  so  much  illicit  whisky  obtained 
cheap. 

The  excess  does  prevail  in  the  district, 
particularly  in  Duleek.  I think  it  is  sta- 
tionary ; and  I may  remark  here,  that  the 
poor  are  very  extravagant  in  proportion  to_ 
their  means,  and  spend  much  of  their  eami 
and  whisky.  These  must  be  had,  if  the' 
the  back  or  a shoe  for  the  foot. 

I do  not  perceive  it.  In  my  district  I do 
not  see  any  thing  like  the  drunkenness  tliat 
was  practised  some  five  or  six  years  ago. 

hgs  on  tea,  tobacco 
re  is  not  a rag  for 

I have  found  the  poor  deficient  in  all 
these  comforts,  with  few  exceptions. 

With  a very  few  exceptions,  in  a state  of 
very  gi'eat  destitution  and  miserj’-,  with  re- 
gard to  all  those  thinM,  particularly  in  the 
villages  of  Duleek  and  the  Cloughan._  The 
people  in  the  country  parts  of  this  district 
are  not  so  badly  off. 

In  a deplorably  destitute  condition. , 

LEINSTER— Meath. 


Juliansto-wn  and  Bellewstown 
Dispensaries. 

Kells  Dispensary. 

Kilraainliam-wood.  Dispensary. 

T.  Lynch,  Esq-,  Surgeon. 

B.  M‘JDermott,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

I found  inflammatory  fevers  neglected  in 
• the  beginning,  to  assume  a putrid  type,  par- 
ticularly in  summer  and  harvest. 

Epidemics,  particularly  cholera,  &c.  &c.: 
typhus  fevem  assume  a particular  type, 
owii^  to  want  and  filth. 

I do  not  think  it  does  assumes  any  par- 
ticular type. 

I have  not  found  any  complaints  arising 
from  unwholesome  food,  except  a few  cases, 
from  strong  animal  food  being  used  by  deli- 
cate people. 

Frequently.  The  general  spread  of  ty- 
ph'QS  fever  and  cholera  is  owing  to  the  poor 
being  obliged  to  wander  about  for  suste- 
nance before  they  are  well  able  or  fit  to 
travel. 

I have  met  many  instances. 

1 have  found  none,  except  a few  young 
people  who  made  use  of  unripe  fruit. 

Fes,  in  dear  seasons ; the  use  of  borage, 
or  any  other  vegetable  they  can  procure, 
promotes  diseases  among  the  poor. 

I cannot  say  I have. 

1 met  but  two  cases  very  similar  to  cho- 
lera, arising  from  ardent  spirits. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails, and  appears  to  increase. 

I think  it  is  on  the  increase,  and  tbs 
money  expended  on  it  would  add  nnicli 
to  the  support  and  comfort  of  their  tanu- 
lies. 

The  poor  of  this.district  are  all  employed 
by  their  landlords  or  farmers,  which  leaves 
them  more  comfortable  than  those  in  other 
districts. 

In  miserable  rags  in'general;  food  scanty; 
cabins,  dripping  rain;  bedding  of  straw, 
often  not  fit  for  swine,  which  straw  they 
beg  from  the  neighbouring  farmers. 

In  general  very  bad,  and  in  many  to- 
stances  wretched,  with  bad  covering. 
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Moynaity  Dispensary. 

Oldcastle  Dispensary. 

Raddinstown  Dispensary. 

William  Dyas,  Esq.,  Sui^eon. 

Robert  Peehlee,  Esq.,  Smgeon. 

J.  P.  ffomes,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

Generally  typhus,  wthout  any  one  par- 
ticular cause,  and  fi-equently  attributable  to 
tie  want  of  the.  common  and  necessary  com- 
forts of  life. 

Typhus  fever  frequently  occui's  and 
spreads  through  whole  families,  fi-om  the 
want  of  an  hospital  to  wliich  those  who  ■ 
Fevci-s  in  the  commencement  of  an  inflamn 
typhus,  which  spreads  through  the  whole 
this  disease  by  staivation,  caused  by  the  s 
port  of  the  household.  I have  seen  seven  o 

No. 

are  fii-st  attacked  might  he  removed, 
aatory  nature  tenninate  from  want  in 
famOy,  rendered  more  susceptible  of 
ickness  of  one,  perhaps  the  sole  sup- 
if  one  family  lying  in  two  beds. 

I have  experienced  some  cases  ivliich  liave 
been  brought  on  by  want  of  proper  suste- 
nance, and  where  rood  was  more  necessary 
than  medicine. 

They  have  a sufficiency  of  potatoes;  but 
none  of  tlie  food  requisite  for  invalids.  I 
am  not  aware  of  having  given  any  medicine 
for  which  food  could  have  been  beneficial^ 
substituted.  Potatoes  are  them  only  food. 

Cannot  say  I have. 

I have  not ; they  generally  live  on  pota- 
to. 

Certainly  not. 

It  does  prevail,  and  is  very  much  on  the 
increase,  from  the  great  number  of  licensed 
and  unlicensed  houses  in  tlie  county. 

The  excessive  use  of  ai'dent  spirits  pre- 
vails to  an  awful  extent,  and  is  rather  in- 
creasing than  otherwise. 

On  the  decrease.. 

Miserably  bad  in  all  cases. 

Of  tlie  labouring  classes  in  general  the 
clothes  arc  tattered;  theh  food  potatoes 
and  salt,  and  sometimes  milk ; their  bed- 
ding^ loose  straw,  a sheet  and  hlanlcet;  their 
furniture  twoor  three  stools,  one  or  two  pots, 
a large  box,  and  sometimes  one  bedstead ; 
their  cabins  smoky,  and  without  a window. 

Some  comfortable,  some  not. 

LEINSTER— Meath. 

Ratoath  Dispensary. 

1 Slane  Dispensaiy. 

1 Stamullan  Dispensary. 

Laurence  O'Reilly,  Esq.,  »r.  d. 

. J.  S.  Egan,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

W.  S.  M‘Evoy,  Esq.  Surgeon. 

During  the  last  five  years  there  has  been 
no  peculiar  epidemic. 

Their  convalescence,  is  protracted  from 
the  want  of  proper  food. 

j I consider  stomach  and  bowels  more  irri- 
table than  usual,  and  attribute  it  to  choleia 
1 predisposition. 

I eaimot  state  a particular  case  of  the  first, 
but  of  the  second  many  Iiave  occurred. . 

During  the  period  of  convalescence  I have 
chiefly  round  the  want  of  proper  food  to 
retard  it. 

Not  in  tills  part  of  the  district. 

The  use  of  salt  fish  and  poor  tea  is  very' 
gcneral-in  tliis  district. 

Stomach  complaints,  indigestion,  &c.  are 
common  mnong  females,  which  1 attribute 
to  potatoes. 

Bad  potatoes  must  prove  injurious;  liut 
they  are  better  off  than  in  Balhriggan,.  a 
huge  reduced  manufactui-ing  town. 

_ .The  poor  are  not  much  addicted  to  excess 
ui  tliat  respect.  . 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  the  quantity 
ofspiiits  that  is  consumed  by  the  labourers, 
and  drurdccmiess  is  daily  increasing. 

Not  to  any  great  excess ; only  two  licoiised 
public-houses  in  the  district. 

houses  are  generally  close  and  dirty ; 
tile  bedding  almost  always  scanty  and  filthy. 

0-5- 

Then-  only  food  is  the  potato;  m every 
other  respect  in  the  most  destitute  state. 

U U 2 

In  this  district  they  are  tolerably  com- 
fortable comparatively  speaking,  yet  in 
nearly  all,  ventilation  and  cleanliness  little 
thought  6f : when  destitute,  are  most 
wi'etched,  rcquiiing  every  thing. 
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Balinakill'  Dispensar)^. 


Borris-in.-Os9ory  Dispensary. 


Kilmanmon  Dispensary. 


Cominittee  and  Medical  Attendant. 


Chairman  and  Medical  Attendant. 


The  fevers  and  epidemics  prevalent  here^ 
generally  assume  a veiylow  type,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wretched  state  of  destitution 
in  which  tlie  poor  are  placed,  without  either 
nourishment  or  comfort. 


Not  in  my  district. 


I Fevers  are  very  frequent  here,  in  con- 
I sequence  of  the  miserable  liabitations  of 


I tain  flood,  which  is  frequent  h 


I have, andinmanyinstanceshave known  I have., 

the  mere  substitution  of  bread,  in  place  of 
their  usual  bad  diet,  sufficient  in  itself  to 
remove  very  distressing  complaints. 


It  is  morally  impossible  for  me  to  an- 
swer this  query.  Those  who  are  blessed 
with  the  good  things  of  this  world  have, 
•and  are  subject  to  inflammatory  and  other 
diseases  as  well  as  the  poor. 


Dry  potatoes  being  the  food  generally  in 
use  amongst  the  poor,  certainly,  in  my 
opinion,  predisposes  them  to  dyspeptic  dis- 
eases ; on  the  appearance  of  cholera  in  this 
district,  the  first  case  was  found  to  have 
originated  from  the  use  of  cairion  beef. 


Frequently  barl  potatoes., 


Want  of  food  necessarily  will  cansc  dis- 
ease and  death ; the  poor  in  my  district 
are  most  miserable. 


Though  the  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  ] No.  It  doesnotwith  regard  to  the  poor,  with 

(o-wing  to  its  low  price)  still  prevails  in  tills  | others  it  is  on  the  increase. 

disCricC,  yet  I am  disposed  to  think,  from  all  I can  learn,  that  its  consumption  is  rather  on  the  decline. 

Indeed,  it  is  lamentable  His  Majesty's  Government  do  not  see  the  absolute  necessity  there  exists  for  their 
consulting  the  moral  and  physical  improvement  of  the  people,  by  removing  the  tax  on  malt  and 

p&cbg  it  on  spirits,  and  thereby  substitute  a wholesome  strengthening  beverage  in  the  room  of  the  present  inflammatory  crime-exciting  hqnor, 
to  the  evileflccts  of  which  may  be  traced  almost  every  one  of  the  horrible  excesses  vJhich  have  of  late  years  disgraced  this  country. 


The  poor  withiu  the  district  of  my  at-  As  to  clothes,  abnost  naked ; food,  the  In  the  most  abject  state  of  nudity,  filth 
tendance  ai'e  in  a most  wretched  condition;  the  worst  description ; bedding,  bad  straw ; and  nastiness  that  con  be  conceived, 
their  dwellings  damp,  and,  though  originally  con-  furniture,  scarcely  any;  ventilation,  none; 
slnicted  with  little  regard  to  ventilation,  yet,  in  necessary  comforts,  few. 
most  cases,  from  want  of  roof  covering,  the  poor 

inmates  ate  exposed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the  weather ; their  clothing,  food  and  bedding  of 
a miserable  description  with  rarely  even  an  approach  towards  comfort. 
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Summerhill  Dispensary. 

Trim  Dispensary. 

Ballybrittas  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Henry  Clifford,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

S.  Davis,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

Fevers  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed 
any  particular  type  in  this  district. 

I do  not  tiiink  they  have  assumed  any 
particulai'  type. 

I have  known  some  cases  of  fever  assume 
a particular  type,  mid  to  be  rendered  more 
dangerous  for  want  of  comfortable  bedding 
and  free  ventilation. 

I have  found  a few  cases  in  old  and  des- 
titute persons,  where  I think  disease  was 
brought  on  by  want  of  proper  sustenance, 
and  where  wholesome  food  might  have  been 
beneficially  substituted  for  medicines. 

I Lave  not. 

I have  known  many  instances. 

I have  not  found  any  particular  kind  of  I have  not ; I consider  potatoes  a whole-  Potatoes  I have  found  inimical  to  health, 
food  in  this  district  promotive  of  disease.  some  food.  particnlarly  when  changing  from  old  to 


The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails, and  is  on  the  increase. 


It  does,  and  I think  is  on  the  increase ; 
many  serious  attacks  of  illness  can  be 
traced  to  this  practice. 


I have  found  old  persons  that  were  un- 
able to  work,  such  as  widows  and  old  men, 
frequently  in  great  want,  but  I do  not  con- 
sider the  general  working  poor  of  this 
district  in  want. 


In  a state  of  great  wretchedness,  and  in 
want  of  almost  every  comfort. 


In  a very  wretched  state  indeed,  in  the 
greater  number  of  cases,  more  particularly 
as  to  bedding,  clothes  and  food ; as  to  ven- 
tilation, the  door,  in  many  instances,  an- 
swers the  triple  purpose  of  cliimney,  win- 
dow and  entrance. 
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Mountmelick  Dispensary. 

Mountrath  Dispensary. 

Newtown  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

James  Smith,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Samuel  Edge,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  epidemics  ai-e  generally  of  a low 
type,  seldom  requiring  the  use  of  the 
lancet.  'This  is  owing  to  the  had  diet  and 
want  of  ventilation,  and  the  necessary  com- 
forts among  the  dispensaiy  class  of  mhahi- 
tants. 

When  epidemics  prevail,  I have  always 
found  the  want  of  proper  food  to  favour  its 
increase,  as  well  as  to  retard  recovery  in 
all  diseases  where  much  debility  has  been 
produced.  The  instances  ai-e  too  many. 

We  have  never  been  rid  of  affections  of 
the  bowels  since  1832,  when  we  were 
visited  by  Asiatic  cholera,  and  an  inflam- 
matory state  of  them  forms  a leading 
feature  in  all  fever  cases  since. 

Such  cases  frequently  occur. 

See  No.  1. 

district  by  tbe  labouri 
&C.  for  many,  wbo  v 
malignant  diseases.  1 
inadequate. 

I believe  the  bad  quality  of  the  food  used 
by  the  poor  of  this  district,  subjects  them 
to  a variety  of  diseases,  and  I have  been  obliged  to 
apply  to  a charity  fond,  which  is  supported  in  this 
ng  colliers  principally,  for  grants  to  purchase  food, 
rere  otherwise  destitute,  during  convalescence  from 
rhis  relief,  from  the  nature  of  the  fond,  is  neocssariiy 

The  diet  consisting  principally,  if  not 
entu-ely,  of  potatoes  of  indifferent  quality,  1 
accounts  for  the  immense  number  of  cases 
ofstomaeh  diseases  that  applyfor  assistance 
at  the  dispensary. 

Not  often. 

A bad  description  of  white  potatoes. 

Compared  with  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
whiskey  is  not  generally  drank  in  excess, 
but  certainly  more  so  than -formerly. 

Since  this  county  became  disturbed,  the  i 
' use  of  ardent  spirits  is  very  much  on  the  ' 
increase. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
prevail  in  this  district,  but  it  seems  not  to 
bo  increasing. 

The  men  generally  are  tolerably  clothed, 
the  women  and  children  wretchedly.  Food, 
bad  potatoes,  among  the  dispensary  class, 
without  milk;  bedding,  most  miserable, 
geoetahy  straw,  with  one  blmket  for  two  or  three ; 
ventilation  neglected,  or  rather  the  air  is  carefully 
excluded  in  winter. 

Clothes  improved;  food,  tlie  potato; 
bedding  wretcued;  furniture  miserable; 
ventOation  and  cleanliness  but  little  at- 1 
tended  to.  i 

Extremely  wretched  in  every  particular. 

LEINSTER — Queen’s  County. 

Portai’lington  Dispensary. 

Rathdowney  Dispensary. 

1 Stradbally  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

John  F.  Harte,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

— 

Epidemics  liave  not  assumed  any  parti- 
cular type  in  this  district  of  late  years. 

Fever  from  the  dampness  of  the  season. 

They  have,  from  the  sudden  changes  of 
heat  to  cold,  and  wet  to  dry. 

Very  frequently. 

In  many  instances. 

I liave  in  a great  number  of  cases. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  certainly  is  a 
cause  of.  disease;  at  seasons  of  the  year 
when  salt  herrings  are  much  used,  they  ap- 
pear to  us  to  cause  diseases  of  the  skin;  the 
sole  use  of  oatmeal,  or  potatoes,  also  seem 
to  bo  causes  of  certain  stomach  diseases. 

Frequently  bad  potatoes. 

In  my  district  tlie  major  part  of  the  poor 
live  on  potatoes,  wliich  are  often  bad,  which 
is  a frequent  cause  of  bowel  attacks. 

It  docs  prevail,  and  we  think  ratlier  on 
the  increase. 

It  has  prevailed  for  some  time,  but  I do 
not  consider  it  on  the  increase. 

It  does,  and  in  my  opinion  very  much  ou 
the  increase. 

In  this  immediate  neighbourhood  much 
more  comfortable  than  most  parts  of  the 
kuigdom  we  have  visited. 

0-5- 

All  very  bad. 

i 

u u 3 

In  most  cases  bad. 
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LEINSTER— Westmeath. 


AtWone  Dispensar)’. 

Ballinacarig  Dispensary. 

Ballinalack  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  fevers  which  prevail  are  tire  inter- 
mittent and  low  typhus.  I attribute  their 
causes  to  lyinff  on  straw,  placed  bn  damp 
floors,  with  Tittle  or  no  covering ; the 
crowded  state  of  their  cabins,  and  the  filthy 
manner  in  which  they  live. 

No  pavticnlar  type  beyond  the  usual 
symptoms. 

- 

i 

I find  fevers  in  my  district  assume  no 
particular  type;  tiiey  are  either  simple 
coutmued  or  inflammatory.  ’ 

Frequently. 

' Many  of  the  bowel  complaints  induced 
amongst  the  poor  by  poverty  of  food ; dys- 
peptic complaints  induced  and  agm'avated  , 
by  the  continual  use  of  potatoes  alone. 

I have  no  doubt  but  if  tire  poor  wore 
better  fed  and  clothed,  their  dwellingsmade 
mor-e  comfortable,  that  many  diseases  I am 
called  to  attend  would  not  exist. 

The.cliief  food  is  potatoes,  which  in  ge- 
nei-al  ai’e  of  a bad  quality,  winch  I consider 
conducive  to  debility,  such  as  low  fever, 
howei  complaints,  &c. 

I have  known  such  bowel  complaints  to 
be  induced  by  eating  boiled  watercress, 
rape,  &c. 

I am  of  opiirion  that  the  continued  use  of 
potatoes,  without  any  other  food,  is  very 
injurious  to  cliildren,  to  old,  weak  and  lan- 
guishing constitutions,  par-ticularly  in  the 
convalescent  state  of  fevers  and  other  di^ 
eases. 

• The  use  of  ai-dent  spirits  prevaUs  to  a 
gi'eat  extent,  md  I consider  it  as  much  in 
use  now  as  when  I fix'st  had  an  oppoitunity 
of  judging. 

Prevails  as  usual  in  some  instances ; but 
I do  not  consider  suclr  practice  to  be  on  the 
increase. 

It  does,  to  a great  extent,  and  I rather 
think  it  is  on  the  increase. 

In  every  respect  in  a most  wretched  state 
of  destitution. 

In  the  majority  of  instances  I liave  found 
the  poor  in  a very  destitute  state. 

The  people  are  ill  clad  and  ill  fed ; wont 
out  and  insufficient  bed  clothes  ; scarce  any 
furiritrrrc,  and  no  attention  paid  to  cleanli- 
ness or  ventilation. 

LEINSTER-Westmeath. 


Castletown  Delvin  and  Turin  Branch 
Dispensary. 

Clonmellon  Dispensary. 

Drumcree  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Henry  Davidge,  Esq. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

They  have  assumed  the  typhoid  type ! 
tanong  tire  poorer  classes,  fi'om  the  filthy 
state  of  them  houses,  bad  clothing  and  bad 
food. 

At  present  we  Irave  no  fever  or  other 
epidemic ; but  are  seldom  without  it.  I 
think  the  want  of  comforts  and  food  tire 
cause  in  a gr’eat  degree. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  have,  at  several 
times;  attacked  the  poorer  classes  first,  and 
incourseof  time  tire  general  comimniity,  in 
tills  country,  with  a violence  now  unknorvu 
in  England. 

Iir  many  instances  fevers  and  bowel  com- 
plaints have  been  brought  on  by  a bad  v^c- 
table  diet,  where  wholesome  food  would  act 
as  an.  auxiliary,  but  not  as  a substitute  for 
medicine. 

I have  met  rvitir  many  cases  that  were 
incurr-ed  for  want  of  necessaries  of  life ; but 
from  timely  and  proper  treatment  reco- 
vered. I do  attribute  their  r-ecovery  to  tire 
medicine  andfood  after,  when  able  to  make 
use  of  it. 

1 have. 

Bad  potatoes  and  wild  rape  in  times  of 
distress  promote  disease. 

I am  of  opiniflir  that  potatoes  coirstairtly 
used  {perhaps  bad)  and  not  even  a suffi-  ■ 
ficiency,  without  any  other  Idtchen,  the  I 
cause  of  a great  deal  of  disease.  I 

troubled  with  all  tire  miseries  of  inc 
diseases ; this  refers,  however,  to  ti 

Tire  food  amongst  the  very  poor  consists 
chiefly  of  potatoes;  the  cup  and  lumper 
potatoe  : these  they  cat  without  being  suffi- 
ciently boiled,  witii  salt  or  butter-milk, 
seldom  with  animal  food,  hence  they  are 
ligestion  or  stomach  complaints,  and  eruptive 
re  aged,  feeble  and  destitute. 

• The  use  of  ardent  spnits  does  prevail,  and 
is  on  the  increase,  from  the  number  of  un- 
licensed houses  selling  such  throughout  the 
district. 

1 I consider  the  use  of  spirits  on  the  de- 
cline. 

sive-use  of  a 
of  comforTs  ' 

In  times  of  abundance,  and  when  there 
is  much  employment,  the  poor  accustomed 
to  few  indulgences,  when  those  are  sup- 
plied expend  the  remainder  of  their  casual 
or  accidental  gains  generally  in  tire  exces- 
i-dent  spirits,  seldom  in  enlarging  their  stock 
or  in  imirroving  the  quality  of  then'  diet. 

Very  badly  clothed, 'bad  food,  scai'cely 
any  bedding  orfumiture ; badly  ventilated ; 
no  comforts  whatever,  except  what  little 
nourishment  tire  charity  sometimes  supplied 
by  way  of  wiire,  broth  or  flannel. 

Irr  general  I find  the  poOr  deficient  in  ; 
cloth  eSjfood,  bedding  and  all  other  comforts. 

laudi  liiit  ill  Him  respect  they  arc  improvm 

pl^enti^\^f)ave^^ev^^^^  the  extent  of 

! three  or  four  acres  of  land,  their  clothing- 

ainst  cold ; but  such  as  are  unable  to  procure  employroci^ 
Sclent  clothing,  but  ehieSy  from  want  of  t%f 
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Glasson  Dispensary. 

Kilbeggan  Dispensary. 

Kinnegad  Dispensary. 

The  Treasui-er. 

S.  A.  Duggan,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

The  Ti-easurer. 

Fever  has  been  epidemic  sometimes,  os 
at  present.  Contagion  and  want  of  caution. 
In  one  period  only  of  scarcity  which  I re- 
member want  seemed  to  be  the  cause. 

The  diseases  alluded  to  have  invariably 
assumed  the  low  or  typhoid  type.  An 
inflammatory  attack  of  fever  is  of  veiy 
rare  occurrence. 

In  a few  cases  of  stomach  complaints, 
where  vegetable  diet  docs  not  suit. 

I have  but  too  many  instances. 

No,  except  as  above ; 1 consider  tlie  poor 
well  fed  when  they  have  milk  with  their 
potatoes  and  oatmeal,  and  they  think  so 
themselves. 

Wlien  they  live  on  the  potatoe  only  it  is 
productive  of  worms  and  diseases  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels. 

We  liave  some  who  are  never  drank, 
many  who  are  often  drank,  and  a few  who 
are  iways  drank.  The  poor  continue  to 
spend  plenty  of  money  in  the  whisky  houses 
(1  call  the  poorthe  major  part  ofthepeople, 
poor  farmei-s  and  labourers ; there  are  but  few 
mendicants) ; the  practice  is  on  the  increase. 

It  is  very  much  on  the  decrease,  from 
the  want  of  means  to  procure  it. 

Clothes  generally  ragged,  except  on  Sun- 
days and  holidays,  funerals  and  meiTy- 
makings ; food,  potatoes  and  water,  some- 
times milk,  sometimes  oatmeal ; bedding 
and  furniture  bad  and  dirty ; ventilation  alw 
bidden  in  an  Irish  cabin ; comforts  not  thou 

In  a very  wretched  state  indeed. 

■ays  for- 
plit  of. 

LEINSTER — Westmeath. 

Moate  Dispensary. 

Street  Dispensary. 

Tyrrellspass  Dispensaiy. 

John  M.  Mathews,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

G.  W.  Berry,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  here  since 
1818,  except  cholera,  which  occuiTcdamongst 
the  poor  alone,  and  those  whose  constitu- 
tions were  previously  much  exhausted  by 
extreme  indigence,  fi'equently  by  absolute 
want. 

They  have  not. 

Our  ncighboiurhood  and  entire  district  for 
the  last  three  years  has  been  almost  exempt 
from  fevers  of  type ; we  have  had  a few  ordi- 
nary fevers,  measles  (intermittent  very  few, 
if  any),  influenza  (the  epidemic)  some,  and 
no  pestilential  cholera,  with  the  exception 
of  a single  case  (a  passenger). 

i have  experienced  some  instances,  but 
not  many,  wnere  disease  has  been  induced 
by  want,  and  all  whom  I have  seen  at  then’ 
residences  would  have  been  benefited  more 
by  food  than  medicine,  especially  after  ray 
first  visit. 

Yes,  in  some  instances. 

Iliave  expeiienced  many  such  cases,  but 
not  nearly  so  many  as  I did  experience  some 
yeai's  ago  in  another  and  poorer  district. 

Yes,  potatoes. 

Vegetables  badly  dressed,  particularly 
potatoes. 

Confinement  to  the  use  of  potatoesalone, 
particularly  if  of  an  inferior  kind,  are  pro- 
ductive of  stomach  diseases ; I have  found  it 
so  even  in  this  district. 

The  practice  is  on  tlie  decline  in  licensed 
public-houses,  but  prevails  much  threugh- 
out  the  district,  owing  to  the  great  increase 
of  illicit  distillation. 

Yes,  owing  to  illicit  distillation. 

As  n habit  it  docs  not  much  prevail  with 
our  cabin  tenants;  our  pensioners  are  al- 
most all  drunkards ; our  cabin  tenants  in- 
dulge in  its  use  more  or  less,  at  wakes,  fairs 
and  markets. 

I have  found  the  poor,  strictly  so  termed, 
in  a most  wretched  state  in  eveiy  respect ; 
clothes  and  food  bad,  bedding  an3  furniture  ' 
worse ; ventilation  they  are  practically  un- 
^quainted  with ; in  feet,  some  use  all  their 
ingenuity  to  retain  the  smoke  of  the  peat 
fire. 

Generally  very  middling. 

Oui- immediate  neighbourhood  (excepting 
the  bog  residences)  are,  compared  with  the 
major  parts  of  Ireland,  rather  more  com- 
fortable in  these  matters. 

0.5.  vv  4 
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Baimow  and  Kilkivan  Dispensary. 

Bridgetown  Dispensary. 

Broadway  Dispensary. 

John  Carroll,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Edward  Peirce,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Thomas  Lindsey,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

They  have  not. 

No  particular  type. 

They  assume  an  intermittent  type,  owing 
to  the  proximity  to  the  sea  and  to  two  very 
extensive  lakes.  ^ 

In  no  instance  can  I say  that  disease 
has  been  brought  on  by  want  of  sustenance. 

Very  few,  if  any. 

Very  seldom. 

I consider  the  constant  use  of  potatoes 
and  salt  fish  promotive  of  disease. 

No. 

No. 

I do  not  think  the  excessive  use  of  ai'dent 
spirits  prevails  in  this  district,  nor  is  it  on 
the  increase. 

Excessive  use  does  not  prevail ; at  the 
same  time  public-houses  ai-e  increasing. 

It  does  prevail,  and  1 believe  it  is  on  the 
increase. 

With  the  exception  of  ventilation,  in  a 
good  state. 

Every  tiling  in  a veiy  had  state. 

The  lower  orders  are  less  squalid  and 
wretched  tlian  almost  any  other  part  of 
the  kingdom ; tliey  attend  a great  deal  to 
ventilation  and  cleanliness,  and  tliehfood 
is  not  unwholesome. 

LEINSTER — Wexford. 


Camolin  Dispensaiy. 

Clongeen  and  Newbawn  Dispensary. 

Coolgreny  and  Limerick  Dispensary. 

Thomas  Irvine,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

John  Carroll,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

D.  Wright,  Esq. 

I cannot  say  that  fever  has  prevailed 
here  as  an  epidemic  these  last  six  years, 
but  then  it  was  of  the  worst  kind,  iu  some 
cases,  many  of  which  I was  obliged  to 
attend  in  huts  made  up  by  the  road  side, 
but  still  fever  always  prevaUs  in  some  shape 
or  other  at  different  times. 

They  have  not. 

Only  malignant  cholera. 

f 

Most  cases  of  fevei’  are  brought  on  by 
want  of  tlie  common  necessaries  of  life,  and 
by  supplying  these  many  diseases,  to  wliicb 
the  poor  are  subject,  might  be  prevented ; 
we  give  nourishment  to  the  poor  recovering 
fi'om  illness,  in  a small  way,  from  the  dis- 
pensary. 

In  no  instance  can  I recollect  that  dis- 
ease has  been  brought  on  by  want  of  sus- 
tenance. 

Very  few  instances  where  disease  was 
caused  by  want  of  sustenance;  though 
many  where  it  has  been  beneficially  sub- 
stituted for  medicine. 

There  is  in  tliis  pari  of  the  county  a 
very  bad  description  of  potatoes  used  solely 
by  the  poorer  closes,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
are  particularly  unwholesome. 

I consider  the  constant  use  of  potatoes 
and  salt  fish,  promotive  of  disease. 

Dyspepsia  and  bowel  complaints  are  the 
result  of  living  wholly  on  potatoes  and 
buttermilk. 

■ The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vaUs greatly  in  this  district  and  neigh- 
bourhood, and  seems  to  be  on  the  increase. 

I do  not  tliink,  the  excessive  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  prevails  in  tliis  district,  nor  is  it 
on  the  increase.  , 

No;  I think  the  abuse  of  ardeut  spirits 
is  less  than  formerly. 

As  bad  as  they  well  can  be,  and  would 
be  still  woi-se  if  it  were  not  for  a charitable 
blanket  fund  established  here,  by  which 
■ the  poor  are  supplied,  as  well  as  with 
oatmeal,  Linsey  flannel  and  coal  at  half 
price,  if  they  are  able  to  pay  so  much,  if 
not,  gratia. 

With  the  exception  of  ventilation,  in  a 
' good  state. 

In  this  district  there  is  an  cecasiouai 
case  of  destitution  met  with ; but  on  the 
whole  the  poor  are  not  badly  off. 
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LEINSTER — Wexford. 

Ferns  Dispensary. 

Fethard  Dispensary. 

Killena  Dispensary. 

F,  Maca/rtney,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Secretary  and  Medical  Attendant. 

B.  Porter,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

No. 

The  general  character  of  fevers  is  typhus, 
which  1 attribute  to  the  wet  nature  of  the 
soO. 

No. 

Many  instances; 

I cannot  say  tliat  I have  witnessed  many 
such  cases. 

No. 

I know  of  no  food  in  use  among  the 
poorer  classes  but  potatoes. 

In  some  few  cases  I have  found  the  con- 
stant use  of  inferior  wet  potatoes  pronio- 
tive  of  disease. 

No. 

Yes,  and  I consider  it  to  be  on  the  in- 
crease. 

The  &rsi  part  of  the  query  I am  happy 
to  he  able  to  answer  in  the  negative,  and  I 
conceive  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  still' on 
the  decline. 

No ; I think  it  on  the  decrease. 

Deficient  in  clothes  and  food;  bedding 
and  furniture  of  the  meanest  and  woi-st 
description ; houses  ill  ventilated,  and  tlie 
inliabitants  devoid  of  almost  every  neces- 
sary comfort. 

1 Generally  comfortable  in  these  respects. 

In  my  many  ■visits  to  the  poor  I have 
found  them  very  deficient  of  clothes,  food, 
bedding,  fur-niturc,  &c. 

LEINSTER — Wexford  and  Wicklov 

Screen,  Castle  Ellis  and  Ardcolin 
Dispensarr. 

Taglimon  and  Horeto'wn  Dispensary.  1 

Blessinton  Dispensary. 

<T.  M.  Tatlochy  Esq.,  m.d. 

John  Widdup,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

George  JRobinson,  Esq.,  ji.d. 

They  have  assumed  no  particular  t;j'pe  in 
this  neiglfbourhood. 

Typhus  fever  at  present  prevails  in  a 
few  families;  its  cause,  contagion,  has  been 
communicated  from  o^er  places  by  stroll- 
ing mendicants  who  were  lodged  in  the 
houses  whore  it  now  prevails. 

Fevers  of  all  kinds  assume  a very  mild 
type  in  tliis  country. 

I have  treated  a number  of  cases  where 
disease  was  brought  on  for  want  of  proper 
sustenance,  and  were  it  not  for  a charitable 
fund,  raised  in  this  neighbourhood,  wluoh  is 
at  my  disposal,  many  a life  would  be  lost 
for  want  of  nourisliment. 

Very  few  instances  of  this  kind  occuired, 
and  even  in  them  want  of  proper  sustenance 
was  not  the  sole  cause  of  disease ; it  ope- 
rated, however,  as  amdliaiy  to  other 
causes;  some  cases  of  disease  have  occun-ed, 
wherein  convalescence  has  been  retarded 
considerably  by  want  of  nutritious  diet. 

A gr-eat  majority  of  the  poor  stand  much 
more  in  need  of  wholesome  and  nutritious 
food  than  of  medicine. 

The  staple  food  is  herrings,  potatoes,  and 
occasionally  a small  quantity  of  milk. 

None. 

When  salt  fishis  mucli  in  use  hcr-e  it  is 
generally  foUowed  by  cutaneous  disease; 
also,  in  the  autumn,  stomach  affections  arc 
frequent,  from  potatoes  being  so  much  used. 

It  does  not,  and  I consider  its  use  very 
much  on  the  decline. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  does  pi'cvail  to 
a gr-eat  degree  indeed  in  the  district,  and 
is  I am  sui-e  on  the  increase. 

I do  not  think  the  people  of  this  country 
much  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spii-its. 

In  general  the  greatest  misery  prevails 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of 

Many  of  the  poor,  I sliould  veutur-e  to 
say  orre-fourth  of  those  visited  were  defi- 
cient in  those  necessary  comforts ; none, 
hoAvever,  absolutely  destitute. 

_ Clothes,  bedding,  furniture  and  ventila- 
tion ar-e,  generally  speaking,  of  a very  in- 
ferior order.  The  food  is  of  the  common 
description,  potatoes  and  milk  generally 
speaking. 

0.5. 
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Carnew  Dispensary. 

Dunlavin  Dispensary. 

Ratlidrum  Dispensary. 

2 liomu3  De  Renzy,  Esq.,  M.D. 

John  Hatch,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Charles  Clarke,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Fevers  are  generally  very  mild  in  this 
district.  I attribute. sucli  to  the  inculca- 
cation  of  a cool  regimen,  and  avoidance  of 
all  stimulating  liquoi-s,  v?hicli,  during  26 
years  and  upwards,  I liave,  and  I tuink 
successfully,  impressed  on  tlie  minds  of  all 
ranks. 

They  Irave  frequently ; fi-otn  not  apply- 
ing for  medical  aid  hr  pr'oper  time,  and 
the  use  of  whiskey  or  -wine,  whiclr  is  a 
sovereign  remedy  for  all  diseases  among 
tire  poorer  classes. 

I cannot  say  that  they  have. 

I have  not  seen  many  instances  where  ac- 
tual disease  has  been  brought  on  by  want 
of  proper  food,  but  maiw  where  predispo- 
sition to  disease  by  insufficient  food,  I mean 
as  to  quality,  and!  very  many  where  good 
food  would  do  more  than  medicine. 

Many  iirstances. 

I have  met  a few  instances. 

I am  convinced  tire  too  constant  use  of 
potatoes,  rather  the  sole  use  of  them  as 
food,  is  productive  of  stomaeh  disease,  and 
I have  long  been  of  opinion,  causes  the  poor 
to  seem  of  a gi-eater  age  tlran  they  aetuaUy 
are. 

None,  save  at  the  seasotr  of  tire  year 
when  they  clrarrge  from  the  old  potatoes 
to  the  new  otres,  they  ai'e  for  some  time 
affected  with  bowel  complaints. 

I have  not. 

I tbiTilr  not ; and  certainly  on  the  de- 
crease. 

I think  it  does  with  the  labouring 
class,  and  particularly  early  in  the  mor-n- 
ing.  I beueve  it  is  not  on  the  decrease. 

Very  mricli  indeed ; and  I i-egret  to  say 
that  I consider  it  on  the  increase. 

In  the  worst  possible.  Clothes,  consist- 
ing of  a few  dirty  rags  j food,  potatoes  only ; 
bedding,  straw,  often  times  fresh  rushes ; 
scarcely  any  thing  that  ought  to  be  diguified 
TOth  the  name  of  furniture,  and  comforts, 
none.  There  are  many  exceptions  to  the  answer  to  t 
nerally.  Males  are  scarcely  ever  properly  separab 

For  the  most  paid  the  poor  in  my  dis- 
trict are  in  a most  deplor-able  state  for  the 
warrt  of  clothes,  food,  bedding  and,  parti- 
culai'ly,  ventilation. 

his  query,  but  I state  the  fact  ge- 
sd  from  the  females  iu  families, 

Generally  in  a- very  comfoi'tlcss  state. 

LEINSTER— Wicklow. 

1 MUNSTER-Claee. 

Tinnahely  Dispensary. 

BallinacaUy  Dispensary. 

Coroiiii  Dispensary. 

Francis  Henry  Morton,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

— 

N.  H,  Blood,  Esq.,  Siugeon. 

There  has  not  been  much  fever  in  my 
district  for  the  last  tlrree  years,  and  I had 
but  tlrree  cases  of  malignant  cholera  mor- 
bus. 

I slrorrld  refer  to  the  doctor. 

Fi'om  want  of  nourishment  they  assume 
a very  malignant  tyjje. 

I liave  no  doubt  but  wholesome  food 
would  he  of  gr-eat  beirefit  in  the  recovery 
of  the  poor. 

To  my  own  knowledge,  and  from  con- 
versations with  Dr.  Gray  of  Kildisart  and 
other  medical  men,  numerous  instairces 
ocerrr  where  wholesome  food  is  often  more 
requisite  tlran  medicine. 

Yes. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes,  particular'- 
ly  iir  the  Sitmmcr  and  Autumn,  often  oc- 
casion bowel  complaints.  / 

Yes,  potatoes  and  salt  herrings.  The 
farmers,  whom  the  poor  pr'incrpally  obtain 
labour  from,  being  so  hai-rassed  from  high 
rents  and  heavy  taxes,  arc  not  able  to  pro- 
vide them  with  better. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes. 

The  use  of  ai'dent  spirits  I believe  to  be 
orr  the  increase. 

A good  deal  generally,  and  not  much 
on  the  increase. 

Yes ; and  it  is  on  the  increase. 

There  is  very  little  of  any  kind  of  com- 
fort to  be  found  in  the  cabins  of  the  poor  ; 
their  food  is  generally  potatoes,  with  a 
little  buttermilk  when  it  can  be  obtained ; 
they  are  goncridly  in  want  of  blankets  to 
cover'  them. 

I slrould  refer  to  Dr.  Fhrucanc  to  he 
able  to  explain  it  fully,  though  1 am  con- 
fiderrt  in  general  all  items  ai'e  miserably 
bad. 

Generally  so  bad  that  I am  not  able  to 
describe. 
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MUNSTER-Clare. 


Clare  Dispensary. 

Crusheen  Dispensary. 

Doonas  Dispensary. 

Michael  Healy,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

John  Silver,  Esq-,  si. ». 

— 

Disease  in  general  in  my  district  has  as- 
sumed what  medical  men  call  the  typhoid 
tpye,  being  mar'ked  by  sinking  of  the  vital 
power  early  in  the  disease ; this  is,  no  doubt, 
attributable  to  bad  and  defective  nourish- 
ment, clotliing,  and  ventUatiou. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  most  frequently 
assume  the  typhoid  type,  wliich  is  attribu- 
table to  the  irregularity  of  their  habits,  at- 
mospheric vicissitudes,  and  bad  food  and 
clothing. 

Fevere  arc  to  be  met  with  amongst  the 
poor  throughout  the  year ; and  they  gene- 
rally iissumc  the  typhus  form  or  class,  which 
I attribute  to  the  warit  of  proper  food, 
raiment,  ventilated  dwellings  and  cleanli- 
ness in  and  about  their-  residences. 

I have  met  numberless  cases  of  disease 
brought  on  by  the  use  of  bad  and  rotten 
potatoes,  and  where  the  substitution  of  good 
and  wdiolesome  food  would  be  most  bene- 
ficial ; without  which  substitution  the  medi- 
cal attendant  will  find  all  his  efforts  to  cure  ; 
tlie  disease  unsuccessful.  : 

I have  met  with  many  instances  where 
disease  has  been  generated  by  the  absence 
of  domestic  comfor-t,  and  in  whicli  whole- 
some food  would  be  more  advantageous 
than  medicine,  however  judiciously  admi- 
nistered. i 

I consider  the  majority  of  diseases  of  the 
poor,  which  come  under  my  inspection,  to 
he  the  consequence  of  want  of  proper  sus- 
tenance, ciotlies  and  dwellings. 

I have  stated  that  the  use  of  bad  potatoes 
has  been  productive  of  disease,  it  has  been 
particularly  so  during  the  bad  weather  we 
have  had  for  the  last  tlu-ee  months. 

The  potato  particulai'ly  so. 

Yes;  I am  of  opinion  that  potatoes,  which 
form  tire  sole  fooS  of  the  poor,  together  with 
1 insufficient  clotliing,  are  the  origin  of  nuni- 
: hers  of  very  distressing  forms  of  disease  to 
bo  found  afflicting  them. 

The  excessive  use  of  spirit  does  prevail 
in  my  district.  I am  sorTy  I cannot  say  it 
is  on  the  decrease. 

'I  he  excessive  use  ot  artlcnt  spirits  Iras 
prevailed  from  time  immemorial  in  this 
district ; and  is  rather  on  the  increase  tliari 
otherwise. 

T'Jie  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  greatly  on  the 
iucrease,  every  bouse,  whetber  licensed  or  not,  sells 
it,  and  of  surii  an  adulterated  nature  as  must  tend 
greatly  to  injure  those  who  take  it,  the  poverty  of 
a greater  part  of  the  poor  must  be  attributed  to  this 

cause,  as  most  offteirearniugsaieconsunieilui  this  way;  ami  invariably  whco  they  drink  they  fight,  and  lives  are  very  often  lost.  The 
number  of  public  houses  are  wonderfully  increased  since  passing  the  new  Bill;  limiting  the  number  would  have  bccu  more  judicious. 
Tlie  people,  particiJaily  on  fair  and  market  days,  Sundays  and  lioiida)-s,  arc  in  a constant  state  of  drunkenness. 


In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  i)oor  It  is  not  possible,  in  this  limited  space,  to 
whom  I have  visited  in  tlieii-  cabins  are  in  give  a correct  and  full  detail  of  the  wetch- 
themost  pitiable  state  of  destitution,  fre-  edness  and  poverty  of  the  lower  orders  in 
qucntlyanoldquiltorblauketbcingthconly  this  district, 
article  of  bed  clotliing  which  a large  family 

has  to  cover  them  at  night ; their  furniture  is  most  wretched;  their  cabinsvery  filthy,  and 
very  ill  ventilated ; their  food,  potatoes,  frequently  without  milk  or  any  adjunct  whatever. 


Generally  in  the  most  wretched  state  of 


I be  colled  so;  living  principally  on  pololocoond  soli. 


MUNSTER-Clare. 

Ennistymon  Dispensary.  i 

Kildysai't  Dispensary. 

Kilfenora  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Fevers  in  tills  part  of  the  countiy  are 
generally  of  the  typhoid  classj  owing  to  the 
want  of  cleanliness  and  bad  clothing. 

No. 

There  lias  not  been  much  fever  in  the 
county  since  my  coming  to  live  here,  and 
what  has  been  was  mostly  of  the  typhoid 
t^qie;  and  1 have  generally  met  it  in  badly 
leiitilated  cabins,  where  the  inhabitants 
used  poor  and  unwholesome  diet. 

Eveiy  day  instances  are  before  us  wliei-e,  ■ 
for  want  of  proper  sustenance,  disease  lias 
been  brought  on,  and  many  cases  where  such 
sustenance  would  be  of  more  benefit  than 
medicines,  no  matter  to  what  advantage 
tliey  may  be  administered. 

Not  more  tiian  five. 

I cannot  say  I have  experienced  many 
such  cases. 

Potatoes  is  the  general  food  of  tlie  lower 
and  middle  classes  in  tliis  countiy,  and  often 
promote  disease  to  the  digestive  organs. 

At  a particular  season  of  the  year,  the 
doctor  finds  that  when  the  poor  arc  obliged 
to  eat  potatoes  only,  they  are  subject  to 
dj’spepsia. 

I cannot  specify  any. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
pi'evoil,  and  is  more  frequently  the  cause  of 
disease  than  the  food;  nevertlicless,  it  is  on 
the  decrease. 

Ai'dent  siiirits  arc  extensively  used,  but 
; the  practice  is  rather  on  the  decrease. 

I am  not  aware  that  it  jirevails  to  any 
great  excess ; nor  do  I conceive,  from  what 
I can  Icam,  that  it  is  at  all  on  the  increase, 
rather  the  contrary. 

The  clothing,  food,  bedding  and  fiuuiture 
are  so  bad,  tliat  we  cannot  find  woixls  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  describe  them. 

Generally,  very  bad. 

Many  in  a state  of  the  most  extreme 
poverty,  and  destitute  almost  of  tlie  com- 
mon necessaries  of  life ; some  sufliciently 
comfortable  and  well  off. 
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MUNSTER— Clare. 


Kilkee  and  Carigaliolt  Dispensary. 

Killaloe  Dispensary. 

Kilrush  Dispensary. 

— 

George  Purdon,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Fever  is  at  present  quite  prevatentj  and 
is  brought  on  by  dirt,  bad  ventilation,  mi- 
•wholcsome  food  and  excessive  labour. 

Fevers  have  lately  assumed  a typhoid 
character,  and  within  the  last  six  weeks 
diolera  has  again  appeared,  which  I think 
may  beattributable  to  the  ddeterious  effects 
of  a season  unusually  damp,  aggravated  by 
want  of  firing,  clothing,  &c. 

I always  find  fever  and  other  epidemics 
mostly  confined  among  the  poorer  classes 
which  I attribute  to  the  cause  enume-’ 
rated  below. 

I am  fully  convinced  many  diseases  are 
brought  on  £y  bad  unwholesome  food,  and 
when  the  prescribed  medicine  lost  its  effects 
on  the  disease  under  treatment;  from  the 
want  of  wholesome  nutritious  food. 

Instances  occur  often  where  wholesome 
food  might  obviate  disease. 

I attribute  agreat  deal  of  these  diseases  to 
their  privations,  the  bad  quality  of  their 
food,  being  for  the  most  part  confined  to  the 
worst  kind  of  potatoes,  and  ill  saved  come 
fish,  with  a little  milk. 

The  only  and  principal  food  here  are 
potatoes,  which,  by  being  oadly  cooked,  pro- 
duce indigestion ; sometimes  they  get  fish, 
which  brings  on  bowel  complaints. 

The  diet  of  the  poor  affords  in  this 
county  but  little  variety,  being  for  tire 
most  part  potatoes  and  milk  for  urose  tlrat 
can  afford  it,  a diet  that  agrees,  except 
with  aged  and  iirfimr  and  dyspeptic. 

It  is  evident,  if  they  had  good  food  they 
would  not  be  subject  to  moat  of  those  di^- 

Whenever  tliey  can  get  whiskey  they 
drink  it ; but  I think  the  practice  of  late  is 
increasing. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  very  preva^ 
lent  in  town  and  hamlets  adjoming ; but  I 
do  tlrrnk  that  system  on  the  decline. 

I think  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  on  the 
dea-ease ; but  the  boatmen  of  this  district 
are  greariy  addicted  to  it,  and  a good  many 
of  tliem  are  subject  to  liver  complaints  and 
dropsy. 

In  the  most  wretched  state  as  to  clothes  ; 
the  food  consists  ofdrypotatoes,  and  some- 
times hems ; bad  bedding ; scarcely  any 
furniture;  very  wi-etched  ventilation ; and 
during  acute  illness  and  fever  no  di-ink  but 
cold  water. 

Although  the  state  of  the  poor  assumes 
some_  degr'ee  of  comfort  in  the  country  parts 
of  tliis  district,  in  the  town  they  continue 
in  a wretchedly  destitute  state,  andindeed 
in  both  town  and  country  personal  discom- 
fort, in  point  of  bedding,  dotbjng,  &c.,  is  very 
obvious. 

In  a wretched  state  of  privation  as  to 
clothes,  food,  bedding,  furniture,  ventilation 
and  necessary  comforts. 

MUNSTER— Clare. 


Miiltown  Dispensary. 

Newmarket  Dispensary. 

Quin  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

James  Frazer,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Joseph  Blood,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

'Wliere  there  is  a want  of  proper  suste- 
nance, fevers  have  assumed  the  typhoid 
type. 

I have  not  observed  any  peculiarity  in 
fever  or  epidemics  in  this  district. 

Fevers  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed  any 
particular  type  among  the  poorer  classes. 

There  have  been  many  cases  where  dis- 
ease has  been  brought  on  for  want  of  proper 
sustenance,  and  wholesome  food  might  have 
been  beneficially  substituted  for  medicine. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  medicine  is 
altogether  useless,  or  even  pernicious,  from 
the  want  of  proper  diet  and  clothing. 

I have  not  experienced  many  instances 
where  disease  has  been  brought  on  by  want 
of  proper  sustenance.  Wholesome  food 
will  assist  the  medicines. 

There  have  been  many  cases  of  indiges- 
tion brought  on  by  the  use  of  potatoes. 

I am  disposed  to  tliink  that  the  frequent 
disarrangement  of  the  digestive  organs  is  to 
he  attributed  to  tlie  omy  diet  wluch  the 
poor  have  (potatoes). 

I have  found  no  particular  description  of 
food  among  the  lower  class  promotive  of 
disease. 

1 cannot  say  whether  it  docs  or  not,  nor 
can  I say  whether  it  is  on  the  increase  or 
otherwise. 

The  people  are  much  addicted  to  the  use 
of  spirits.  I am  inclined  to  think  tliat  tlie 
practice  is  rather  on  the  decrease. 

Excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does  not 
prevail  in  my  district.  Their  use  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  have  varied. 

In  some  cases  the  food,bedding,fumiture, 
ventilation,  &c.,  have  been  corafoitable,  in 
others  the  contraiy. 

Generally  speaking  the  poor  are  desti- 
tute beyond  conception;  their  bed  clothes 
are  scanty,  ragged  and  fflthy ; tlieir  houses 
destitute  of  every  thing  like  comfort,  ex- 
cessively dirty,  damj)  and  mtliout  ventila- 
tion. 

I have  found  the  poor  generally  destitute 
of  the  necessary  comforts;  clothes,  food, 
bedding  and  ftimiture  are  bad. 
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MUNSTER^Clare. 


Six-mile  Bridge  Dispensary. 

Tomgrany  Dispensary. 

TuUa  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

P.  H.  Norris,  Esq,,  Medical  Attendant. 

James  F)-aser,  Jun.,  Esq.,  m.  i>. 

They  do  prevail,  but  not  of  a very  bad 
type. 

I liave  no  particular  change  in  the  fea- 
tures of  these  diseases. 

Fevers  usually  assume  tlie  typhoid  type;  to 
be  attributed  to  poverty  of  tlic  Bufferei-s. 

I have  found  disease  produced  for  want 
of  pi-oper  food,  and  I believe  wholesome ; 
food  might  have  been  beneficially  substituted 
for  medicine. 

Yes.  Instances  of  this  kind  ip  my  district 
are  numerous.  I have,  from  experience, 
found  dyspepsia  and  dropsy  to  have  origi- 
nated from  bad  diet.  I have  known  various 
instances  where  nutritious  diet  might  have 
been  more  beneficial  to  the  patient  than  n 
condition  of  the  poor  in  tins  particular  is  i 

I have. 

ledicine.  The 
•eaUy  grievous. 

I have  found  bad  food  do  so. 

The  diet  of  the  poor  in  my  district  being 
almost  exclusively  limited  to  potatoes,  and 
as,  generally  speafong,  tliatvegetableseems 
to  agree  with  the  majority  of  them,  I can- 
not take  upon  myself  to  call  it  unwlioles( 
say,  that  amongst  the  females  of  delicate 
traced  chronic  disease  to  the  want  of  better 

Potatoes  are  their  only  food,  and  are  pro- 
ductive of  disease  affecting  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  such  as  dyspepsia,  diarrhoea,  &c. 

ime,  yet  I must 
! habits,  I have 
nutriment. 

The  use  of  spirits  does  much  prevaO,  and 
I tliink  it  is  much  on  the  increase. 

I think  from  my  experience,  that  it  is 
on  the  decrease  in  my  district. 

It  does  not. 

I have  found  them  badly  clothed,  food 
worse,  bedding  and  furniture  wretched,  but 
plenty  of  ventilation ; as  to  tlieir  comforts, 
I found  they  had  none. 

The  poor  are  miserably  off  for  clothes, 
pai-ticularly  since  the  rise  on  wool;  food 
bad,  merely  potatoes;  bedding  wretched; 
furniture  ditto ; ventilation  bad.  I never 

In  many  instances  nothing  could  exceed 
the  wi-etcnedness  of  the  poor  in  all  those 
respects. 

I find  a person’s  hut  in  my  district  properly  ventUated  j this  arises  from  the  miserable 
bedding ; every  effort  is  used  to  exclude  the  winter  blast,  whilst,  in  suramcr,  there  is  no  change  made  to  admit 
better  air.  This,  accompanied  with  want  of  cleanliness,  has  often  given  rise  to  typhus  fever,  8tc. 


MUNSTER— Cork. 


Aghajia  Dispensary. 

Bantry  Dispensary. 

Black  Rock  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

The  tyjihus  gi'avior  has  been  the  most 
prevalent ; we  had  a cathamis  epidemicus 
very  general,  accompanied  with  typhoid 
symptoms, andaspecies  ofcholic(notcliolera) 
very  general  amoi^t  the  poorer  classes. 

Diseases  lately  are  more  imflammatory, 
imputable  to  the  state  of  the  weather. 

Noparticul.artj'pe  peculiar  to  this  district 
appeared  among  the  fevers  or  other  epi- 
demics of  the  past  year. 

Yes,  very  many,  and  where  medicine  can 
be  of  no  possible  avail  without  wholesome 
nutriment. 

I have  experienced  many  instances  so 
cii'cumstauced. 

of  proper  food,  but  si 
the  use  of  improper, 
of  proper,  sustenanc 
has,  however,  prevon 

The  period  of  my  attendance  in  this  dis- 
trict has  not  been  long  enough  to  offer  many 
instancesofactualdiseasebroughtonbywant 
ome  cases  of  illness  have  been  aggravated  by 
or  prolonged  from  want  of  the  tiineljr  aiS 
e ; the  occasional  relief  of  the  charitable 
ited  such  occurrences  in  many  others. 

Yes,  the  horse  potato  being,  1 may  say, 
the  only  food  used  by  the  poor  of  this  dis- 
trict; towards  the  en3  of  the  season  they  be- 
come soft,  gluey,  and  unfit  foruse,  producing 
diairlioea,  dysentery,  and  the  worst  fonn  of  c 
nettles  and  unripe  wheat  boiled  in  salt  and 
equally  productive  of  the  above  named  disea 

I have,  from  the  sole  use  of  potatoes,  es- 
pecially from  bad  and  unripe  ones,  whicli 
induceS  gastric  complaints. 

ihoiic.  Com-kale, 
water,  have  been 
scs. 

Bad  potatoes  and  other  coarse  food,  have 
caused  sevcralcasea  of  indigestion,  dianiia?a, 
dysentery,  &c. 

No;  the  people  ai-e,  generally  speaking, 
very  temperate,  but  there  is  a notion  unfor- 
tunately very  prevalent  amongst  them,  that 
in  all  cases  of  disease  whisky  is  a sovereign 
remedy,  tlie  consequences  of  which  are 
often  fotal. 

The  use  prevails  very  generally,  but  is 
' not  on  the  increase. 

public-houses  preventing  any  appi 
of  that  want  of  necessary  comfoits  1 
Their  use  seems  to  vary  witli  ftm  11 
1 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spii'its  is  but 
too  generallya  prevailing  evil  in  tliis  district, 
and  its  too  easy  attainment  at  the  numerous 
uach  to  provident  habits,  a principal  cause 
observed  in  the  cabins  of  many  of  the  poor, 
leans  afforded  for  obtaining  it. 

In  the  most  frigJitfiil  state  of  destitution, 
their  usual  beddmg  being  straw,  tlieir  cover- 
ing a filthy  blanket  and  the  tattered  clothes  of  the  wretc 
furniture,  perhaps  a stool  and  table  j ventilation  of  thi 
non,  the  only  apertures  to  their  hovels  in  the  majorit 
the  door  and  chiitmey ; their  food  of  the  worst  descrii 
horse  potato,  nettles,  corn-kale,  and  in  many  cases  I hi 
not  to  he  able  to  obtain  either,  being  in  an  absolute  stati 

0.5. 

In  a very  miserable  and  destitute  state.  The  food  consists  principally  of  potatoes? 

1 milk  and  fish ; amongst  the  iiioi'e  coinfort- 
hed  individuiJ ; able  labourers,  occasionally  a little  meat  and  vegetables  ; their  clothes, 

! worst  descrip-  bedding  and  fiiniiftire  tolerably  (femfortable.  But  there  are  numerous 

y of  cases  being  instances  nf  distress,  with  their  usual  attendants,  want  of  cleaulincss 

ption,  being  the  and  veutiiatioii,  clothes  scanty,  furniture  little  or  none,  bedding  dirty 

iveknoivnthem  musty  straw,  ou  the  earthern  floor. 

: of  starvation. 

X X 3 
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MUNSTER-Cobk. 


Ballinspittle  Dispensary. 

Ballyclough  Dispensary. 

Ballinaboy  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

William  James  M‘Co)-mielc,  Esq.,  m.d. 

William  Keily,  Esq.,  w.  d. 

Fevers,  when  prev^ent,  are  generally  of 
a typhoid  character,  owing  to  bad  and  scanty  ! 
food,  and  the  want  of  proper  and  wholesome 
sustenance. 

Fevers  have  not  assumed  any  par-ticular 
type ; in  gerreral  low. 

Fevers  are  generally  inflammatory  in  my 
district;  in  most  cases  theyare  to  be  ascribed 
to  exposure  to  cold. 

Some  acute  diseases  have  been  rendered 
chronic  by  the  want  of  proper  sustenance 
during  convalescence,  and  relapses  have 
often  occurred  by  the  patients  being  obliged 
to  return  to  their  usual  unwholesome  po- 
tato diet. 

I have  experienced  many  cases  where 
warrt  of  proper  food  and  warmth  occasioned 
disease. 

I think  I can  safely  ascribe  death  in  two 
cases,  to  long  continued  privation  of  suffi- 
cient food.  'ITtc  cases  in  wlrich  good  food 
might  be  beneficially  substituted  for  much 
medicine,  wlrich  is  now  used,  are  numer'ous. 

About  the  months  of  August  and  Septem-  ; 
bei  bad  and  unripe  potatoes  are  particularly 
promotive  of  diseases  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels. 

I have  found  bad  potatoes  produce  dis- 
ease. 

Half  boiled  potatoes  are  afertilc  source  of 
stomach  complaints  and  gerreral  debility. 

Tire  use  of  ardent  spirits  extends  to  a 
gi-eat  degi'cc,  on  account  of  the  sale  of  them 
in  unlicensed  houses,  wlrich  have  become 
very  numerous  of  late,  owing  to  tire  supiire- 
ness  of  tire  proper  authorities. 

Tire  use  of  ardent  spirits  does  pr-evail, 
and  is  on  the  increase,  as  I suppose,  from 
tire  increase  of  venders. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spUits  does 
not  prevail  in  my  district;  the  people  are  ■ 
remarkably  sober. 

Clothes  poor  and  tattered  in  most  in- 
stances; food  in  almost  every  instance  con- 
sisted of  potatoes  without  mOk,  meat  or 
hsh;  ventilation  very  bad,  and  generally 
the  necessary  comforts  of  life  arc'  com- 
pletely unknown  to  the  sick  poor. 

I have  found  tire  poor  generally  very 
wretclred,  especially  as  to  fuel. 

Tlrer-e  are  very  many  families  in  a state 
of  actual  destitution ; even  the  fanners  here 
seem  to  live  very  miserably. 

MUNSTER— Cork. 


Ballyneen  Dispensary. 

Blarney  Dispensary. 

Carrrgaline  Dispensary. 

J.  H.  Jagoe,  Esq.,  ni.  n. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  aard  Medical  Attendant. 

During  these  last  three  years  most  dis- 
eases verged  very  much  towards  catarThal 
and  gastric  fever-s ; for  this  I canrrot  exactly 
account ; but  am  of  opinion  they  may  be  . 
traced  to  atmospheric  influence  rather  than 
to  any  other  cause. 

Wlren  a dispensary  was  first  established 
in  this  district,  intermittent  and  remitteirt 
fevers  existed  to  an  alarming  extent ; but 
within  these  last  two  year’s  these  diseases 
have  entirely  disappeared. 

For  the  last  year  aud  half  fevers  and  epi- 
demics have  assumed  a gastric  type,  which ' 
I thinlc  may  be  attributed  to  the  same 
cause  as  clrolera. 

Very  often;  and  to  remedy  tire  want  of 
pr’oper  sustenance,  that  is  to  procure  such  ■ 
from  the  immediate  gentry  for  tire  sick  poor, 
liasl)een  also  what  Ihad  to  do  towards  thek 
recovery. 

I carmot  say  I have. 

There  have  been  instances  in  which  tire  , 
use  of  proper  food  might  have  prevented  the 
necessity  for  medicine;  hut  no  ease  of  dis-  • 
ease  caused  by  actual  warrt  of  food. 

Yes ; in  most  instances,  amongst  the  poor, 
tire  diet  is  chiefly  potato  (of  this  there  is 
even  not  errough),  aird  I coirceive  such  diet 
predisposes  to  several  of  the  diseases  wlrich 
I meet  with  amongst  them. 

T think  the  constant  or  daily  use  of  po- 
tatoes does  tend  to  promote  drarrlrma  and 
other  affections  of  the  bowels. 

Bad  potatoes  and  bad  fish  arc  (as  food) 
the  principal  promotrves  of  disease. 

The  use  of  ardent -spuits,  I think,  is  very 
much  on  tire  decline ; in  this  neighbourhood 
it  was  never  so  prevalent  (since  I became 
acquainted  with  the  country)  as  in  other 
par'ts, 

I do,  and  consider  it  is  on  the  increase, 
and  to  a very  alar-ming  extent. 

The  excessive  use-  does  not  prevail,  and  is 
on  tire  decline. 

Thcii  cabins  or  houses  are  of  the  most 
wretched  dcscrlptiorr,  and  as  to  food,  clothes, 
bedding,  &c.,  Ilravc  invariably  fouird  tlrem 
without  such. 

In  my  opinion  the  condition  of  the  pea- 
santry is  much  ameliorated  withur  the  last 
12  year's, 

1 There  are  many  instarrees  of  families  in 
■ this  district  in  want  of  every  necessary  com- 
fort. 
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MUNSTER— CoBK. 


Castlemartyr  Dispensary. 


W.  G.  Barnes,  Esc^.,  Surjeoii. 


Castletown  Roche  Dispensary. 


B.  C.  Cooke,  Esq.j  Medical  Attendant. 


I have  not  remarked  fever  to  assume  any 
particular  tyi>e  from  what  it  has  been. 
Epidemics  vary  according  to  season  or 
weather. 


Charleville  and  Bruree  Dispensaries. 


John  Bernard,  Esq.,  j 


Fevers  .ore  in  general  of  a mild  inflamma- 
tory character  j bnt  this  country  has  been 
always  tho  victim  of  periodical  visitations  of 
typhus  fever,  and  will  probably  long  con- 
. tinne  subject  to  them  if  the  peasantry  live 
on  potatoes,  a perishable  and  uncei-tain  crop,  the  supevabunclance 
of  wMch  in  one  year  will  not  keep  for  the  wants  of  the  next. 


I have  experienced  instances  where  dis- 
ease has  been  brought  on  by  want  of  clothing 
and  proper  sustenance,  and  where  whole- 
some food  would  contiibute  to  relieve  them. 


Fevei-s  and  dysenteries,  as  well  as  drop- 
I sies,  appear  to  prevail,  and  appear  to  arise 
from  living  on  bad  potatoes  and  milk,  on  a 
scanty  supply  of  tliem,  and  often  from  want 
, , 1 of  any  food.  The  peasant’s  stomach  is  thus 

too  weak  to  digest  liisfood,  and  unpie])ared  by  gi-adual  excitement,  he  suddenly  gets  from  inju- 
dicious charity  a glass  of  whisky,  which  by  soliciting  blood  to  the  part  creates  an  acute  dropsy. 


Potatoes  foi-m  the  principal  food  of  the 
poorer  class,  and  when  bad  are  extremely 
promotive  of  disease. 

Somethnes  they  may  have  bad  potatoes 
or  mUk. 

favoui'able  as  it  is  to  mon 
portion  of  wholesomenes 
sufficient  and  tire  quality ; 

As  the  poor  in  all  countries  cannot  live  on 
a regulated  diet,  so  I should  say  the  general 
1 use  of  potatoes  and  milk  in  Ireland,  un- 
J.  habits,  possesses  more  than  an  average  jira- 
s as  a poor  diet,  providing  the  supifiy  was 
good;  but  this  state  of  things  never  prevails. 

It  does  Hot  generally;  the  practice  ap- 
peal's to  be  on  the  decrease. 

It  does ; its  increase  or  decrease  depends 
on  their  means  of  procuiing  it. 

It  does ; but  it  appeal's  neitiier  to  increase 
or  lessen,  nor  probably  will  it  ever  lessen, 
except  a duty  be  imposed  on  it  which  would 
make  it  a luxm'y  above  tho  daily  consump- 
tion of  tlie  poor. 

In  tlie  worst,  possible  with  respect  to 
bedding  and  ventilation,  and  generally 
speaking  a deficiency  of  clothes,  iurniture 
and  necessary  comforig. 

Generally  speaking,  bad  clothes,  food, 
potatoes  and  milk ; had  bedding,  bad  furni- 
ture, bad  ventilation,  and  many  families  in 
want  of  the  necessary  comforts. 

there  are  fissi 

Thepooraro  gcnoraily  very  badly  clothed. 
Then'  food  for  the  most  part  consists  of  po- 
tatoes, sometimes  combined  with  sour  millc. 
They  sleep  on  their  floors,  often  without 
straw ; tiiefr  cabins  are  well  ventilated,  as 
ires  and  broken  windows  in  then-  houses. 

MUNSTER— Cork. 

Clonakilty  Dispensary. 

Cloyne  Local  Dispensary. 

Douglas  Dispensary  (City  of  Cork.) 

William  FfoUiott,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Treasui'er  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Julius  B.  Evans,  Esq. 

Most  cases  of  fevergenerailyendiu  typhus, 
wHcli  1 attribute  to  the  uTetchedness  and 
destitution  of  the  poor. 

Fevei-s  and  epidemics  generally  assume 
a more  malignant  type  among  the  poorer 
classes,  from  want  of  proper  nonrislunent, 
clothing  and  other  domestic  comforts. 

Except  the  cholera  and  influenza,  therehas 
not  been,  within  my  time,  any  particular 
epidemic. 

Frequently. 

I have  experienced  many  instanceswhere 
actuM  disease  has  been  brought  on  by  want 
of  proper  sustenance  and  covering,  and 
where  wholesome  food  and  clotliing  may 
have  been  substituted  for  medicine  witli 
advantage. 

I am  satisfied  that  the  want  of  proper 
sustenance  induces  disease  in  many  of  the 
poor. 

Potatoes  being  tlie  general  food  of  the 
poor,  predisposes  to  bowel  complaints. 

the  poor,  which  I ati 
course  to  new  potatc 
for  use,  tlie  old  stock 

I have  found  at  the  period  of  a change 
from  old  to  new  potatoes,  tliat  a deranged 
state  of  stomach  and  bowels  prevails  among 
tribute  to  their  being  obliged  to  liave  re- 
)es  before  they  are  suflicieutiy  ripe  or  fit 
; being  exhausted  or  injured  by  keeping. 

Potatoes  are  the  only  food  tliey  use,  and 
tliese,  when  bad,  produce  disease. 

Prevails  very  much,  and  is  decidedly  on 
the  increase. 

I do  not  conceive  that  the  excessive  use 
of  ardent  spirits  prevails  in  this  district, 
except  among  the  lower  class  of  mechanics 
or  tradespeople,  and  among  that  class  I 
think  it  rather  on  the  decrease. 

From  tlie  increased  number  of  public- 
houses,  I should  fear  it  was  on  the 

In  all  cases  wi'etched  and  miserable. 

wretched ; their  food  potatoes,  ch 
being  rarely  able  to  procure  meat 
niture.  In  the  town  and  immed 
having  the  benefit  of  a sick  and  : 
loan  fund  and  an  animal  distribu 

0.5. 

The  poor  or  worldng  class  are  generally 
destitute  of  evciy  comfort;  their  clothing 
iefly  of  an  inferior  sort,  without  milk,  they 
, ; their  cabins  ill  ventilated,  with  httle  fur- 
iate  neighbourhood  tho  poor  are  better  off, 
indigent  housckcepei's’  society,  a charitable 
tion  of  co^s. 

X X 4 

Extremely  wretched,  generally  speaking, 
in  ail  these  particulai-s. 
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MUNSTER— Couk. 


Cork  General  Dispensary. 

Crookstown  Dispensary. 

Dononghmofe  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Secretary  and  Medical  Attendant; 

T.  Godfrey,  Esq.,  ar.n. 

The  types  are  inflammatory  and  typhoid ; 
the  first  originating  in  insufficient  cwthhig. 
and  fuel  and  abuse  of  ardent  spirits  j the 
second  o^wing  to  bad  food  and  a scarcity  of 
good  water. 

They  have  frequently,  owing,  as  I coh- 
ceive,  to  their  great  povei’ty  and-  dh*ty 
habits. 

Yes,  from  want  of  an  hospital  to  put 
patients  so  infected  into. 

In  numerous  instances. 

Many  and  frequently. 

Yes. 

Bad  potatoes^  bad  fish  andbad'meati. 

Potatoes  are  their  food,  and  many  dis- 
eases require  another  kind  of  food,  which' 
' the  poor  creatures  are  neither  able  to  pro- 
' cure  for  diarity  nor  have  the  means  to 
. purchase. 

■ Yes.- 

TeSj  Mid-suoli  is  on  the  increase; 

It  does  prevail  to  a-  great  extent,  and  I 
do  not  consider  that  it  is  decreasing. 

No,  I do  not-Uiink-it  is-on  the  increase. 

Nothing  could  be  worse  than-the  state  of 
the  po'or,  as  to  clbthes,  food,  bedding,  furni- 
ture and:  ventilation. 

In  most  instances  in  the  most  wretched 
state  imaginable. 

Sometimes  very  wretched. 

MUNSTER— Cork. 


Dunmanway  Dispensary. 

Freemount  Dispensary. 

Glandore  Dispensary. 

John  B.  Bmnett,  Esq. 

Thomas  Ahem,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Fevers  generally  are  typhoid,  and  epide- 
mics attended  wit&Tftueh  debility,  produced 
most  probably  by  the  complication  of  evils 
attendant  on  poverty,  as  unwholesome  food, 
insufficient  clothing,  bad  ventilation,  mental 
depression,  &c. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  have  generally  as- 
sumed a malignant  type  among  the  poorer 
classes,  attributable  to  want  of-  bedding, 
ventilation,  food,  &c. 

The  fevers  that  I have  seen  for  the  last 
three  yeaia  arc  very  simple. 

Veiy  many  indeed.  Frequently  nutri- 
tious diet  is  all  that  tiie  patient  requires, 
and  still  more  frequently  medical  treatment 
is  totally  inefficient,  because  the  necessary 
sustenance  cannot  be  procured. 

I have  experienced  many  instaheeswhero 
disease  has  been  brcught  on  by  want  of 
proper  sustenance,  which  m^  be  averted 
in  the  manner  mentioned. 

I have  seen  many  pereons  die  without 
actual  disease,  hut  from  inanition,  brought 
on  by  a want  of  food. 

Sometimes ; for  example,  in  August,  when 
wholesome  food  is' geneially  scarce  and  ex- 
pensive, many  are  attacked  by  dysentery, 
common  cholera  and  various  simifar  aftec- 
tions,  from  the  use  of  unripe  potatoes  and 
BOUT  milk. 

The  poor  of  my  district-live  entirely  on 
potatoes,  wluch-olten-  promote  diseases. 

The  abuse  rather  than  tlie  use  of  a potato 
diet  is  prcmotive  of  dyspeptic  complaints, 
which  prevail  very  genermly  amongthepoor. 

It  still  prevails;  but  in  my  opinion  is 
gradually  giving  place  to  the  use  of  malt 
liquors. 

Amongst  the  poor  of  my  district,  the  ex- 
cessive use  of  ardent  spirits  does  not  pre- 
vail, and  as  far  as  I can  learn  it  is  bn  the 
decrease  amongst  all  classes. 

I think  that  the  use  of  ardent  sphits  is  on 
the  decline  in  my  district,  and  I think  tiiat 
if  public  houses  were  less  numerous  the  evil 
of  drunkenness  would  be  much  diminished. 

Except  in  the  comparatively  few  in- 
stances where  benevolent  individuals  liavc 
ameliorated  the  condition  of  the  poor  in 
then,’  immediate  neighbourhoods,  1 have 
found  very  general  want  of  comfort  in  all 
the  partiemara  here  enumerated.  Many  ap 
of  wretchedness  have  como  under  my  obser 

I havefound  tliesick  poor  wliomivisited 
at  their  houses  in  extreme  want  as  to  all 
necessary  comforts,  such  as  clothing,  food, 
bedding*,  ftunituve,  ventilation,  &c. 

■pailing  instances 
vation. 

The  food  of  the  poor  is  bad  in  qtmlity  aiid 
insufficient  in  quantity ; their  clotiies  ^ P®’’" 
cel  of  rags,  their  habitations  iU  ventilated 
huts,  and  they  have  not  the'eommon  neces- 
saries, not  to  speak  of  the -comforts,  of  Uf®" 
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Glamnire  Dispensary. 

Glanmire  Road  Dispensary, 
(City  of  Cork). 

Glauntane  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Thomas  Justice,  Esq.,  lu.n. 

I have  not  obseived  any  thing  remark- 
able in  the  epidemics  about  here  more  than 
is  usually  met  with;  peculiarities  will  occur 
in  particular  cases. 

During  the  prevalence  of  influenza  last 
spring  it  passed  in  many  instances  into 
fever  of  a typhoid  character,  attributable 
principally  to  neglect  and  poverty. 

This  district  has  been  generally  exempt 
from  such,  particulai-ly  from  cholera. 

I have  repeatedly  found  disease  induced 
by  despondency,  and  that  despondency 
brought  onbypovertyj  good  food  is  agood 
pi-eveutive  against  disease,  [but  I do  not 
consider  it  a substitute  for  medicine,  though 
a right  good  auxiliary. 

I have  not. 

In  veiy  few  instances ; but  many  where 
proper  diet  would  have  rendered  the  me- 
dicine prove  efficacious,  and  tlie  cure  more 
speedily  accomplished  and  more  perma- 
nent. 

I have  not  observed  any  particular  kind. 

I have  not. 

Stomach  complaints  more  prevalent  than 
among  the  higher  classes. 

Not  in  a general  point  of  view ; nor  do  I 
think  it  on  the  increase. 

I do  not  think  the  excessive  use  of  ar- 
dent spmts  prevails  in  roy  district,  nor  do 
I conceive  that  such  practice  is  on  the  in- 
crease. 

This  district  is  perhaps  peculiarly  situ- 
ated, though  extensive  and  populous.  No 
town  or  village  within  it  wliich  would  af- 
ford opportunity  to  the  pernicious  practice 
of  the  use  of  ardent  spii'its. 

All  those  depend  on  the  state  of  employ- 
ment and  the  disposition  of  the  individuals; 
and  I may  add,  that  I tliink  tlrem  on  the 
decrease. 

Generally  speaking,  very  destitute. 

Much  wretchedness  in  general  among 
the  poorest  class. 

MUNSTER— Cork. 

Glanworth  Dispensary. 

Glenville  Dispensary. 

1 Inniscarra  Dispensary. 

Medical  Attendant. 

Charles  Murphy,  Esq.,  m.d. 

— 

The  fevers  are  principally  typhoid,  aris- ' 
rag  from  poverty ; intermittent  does  not 
prevail. 

Chiefly  .inflammatory,  attributable  in  a 
great  degree  to  the  wairt  of  proper  clotliing, 
and  wretched  Btate  of  their  habitations. 

Fevers  generally  assume  a typhoid  cha- 
racter, owing  usually  to  want  of  proper 
diet  or  drink,  or  the  medicine  not  given 
with  regulai-ity. 

Many  such  instances  have  been  expe- 
riences. 

Yes. 

Yes,  in  many  instances. 

_ The  use  of  potatoes  alone  as  food,  espe- 
cially when  dug  too  early,  or  when  wet 
after  a bad  season. 

^ Potatoes  are  the  only  food  of  the  poorer 

Potatoes  used  before  they  are  ripe,  pro- 
ducing dyspepsia,  and  the  use  of  a yefiow 
weed,  called  com-kale,  when  provisions 
are  scarce 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  very 
prevalent,  and  it  is  conceived  rather  oir  the 
increase. 

No. 

It  prevails  in  a great  degi-ee ; in  most 
cases  of  cholera  this  has  been  the  imme- 
diate cause.  I cannot  say  whether  it  is  on 
tlie  increase  or  otherwise. 

In  a bad  state  in  every  respect. 

ill  the  worst  possible. 

In  most  cases  deficient  in  every  respect, 
chiefly  in  respect  of  cleanliness. 
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Innishaimon  Dispensary. 

Kanturk  Dispensary. 

Kildorrety  Dispensary. 

Richard  Corbett,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Gerard  P.  Barry,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

Medical  Attendant. 

My  district  has  (until  just  now,  for  the 
last  nine  years,  been  tolerably  free  from 
epidemic.  At  this  moment  low  fever  pre- 
vails, and  in  general  the  type  of  fever  is 
of  that  character,  which  I attribute  to  their 
iraeomfbrtable,  wretched  hovels,  bad  clothing  and 
want  of  proper  nurse  tending ; I have  at  this  moment 
five  human  beings  lying  in  the  samebedin  fever. 

Fevers  are  miire  tedious  than  in  the  more 
opulent  classes ; I attribute  their  preva- 
lence to  bad  clothing  and  unwholesome 
food,  as  well  as  the  spread  of  contagion, 
owing  to  tlie  immense  numbers  huddled 
togeuier. 

Typhus  fever,  pleurisy,  dropsies,  and 
latterly  cholera. 

I have  numberless  instances,  but  more  fre- 
qucntlyinstances  where  convalescence  was 
retarded  by  want  of  nutrition  and  clothing, 
and  very  often  relapses  of  their  diseases, 
renderingthem  stUl  more  miserable. 

( From  want  of  fuel,  the  only  food  of 
the  poor,  potatoes  and  cabbage,  are  badly 
I cooked  ; being  tlien  very  unwholesome, 
j very  distressing  complaintsof  the  stomach 

Various  instances  have  occurred. 

It  strikes  me  that  the  want  of  comfortable 
sleeping  places  and  warm  night  clothing, 
after  the  daily  labour,  more  frequptly  pro- 
duces disease  than  their  food,  which  wmost 
altogether  consists  of  dry  potatoes  with  salt 
herrings. 

incurable,  medicine  giving  only  very 
temporary  relief,  the  cause  of  the  disease 
(_  continuing. 

Potatoes  tlie  general  food,  deleterious, 
particularly  in  a bad  season. 

I know  of  very  few  drunkards  in  my 
district,  nor  do  I tliink  that  ardent  spirits 
is  much  used ; porter  is  drank  to  a very 
great  extent. 

It  does  not,  it  is  declining  from  poverty 
of  the  people. 

It  docs  very  generally  prevail  and  seems 
much  on  the  increase. 

My  expeiience  of  11  years  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  institution  has  given  me  oppor- 
tunities of  witnessing  tlie  utmost  distress 
amongst  thepatients  whom  I have  attended, 
in  fact  there  is  scarcely  one  of  their  houses 

which  is  not  deficient  of  every  thing  necessary  for 
their  treatment  in  disease. 

Their  habitations  afford  the  appearance 
ofthe  most  squaUd  misery ; in  addition  to 
■ the  privations  proposed  in  the  query,  they  s 
want  of  fuel ; the  tattered  garments  they 
i their  only  covering  by  night,  and  filtliy  bin 
the  only  bed  for  five  or  sis  persons  of  differ 

In  most  cases  very  destitute  of  comfort. 

uffer  intensely  from 
wear  by  day  being 
idles  of  rotten  straw 
ent  sexes. 

MUNSTER—Cork. 


Kilmoe  Dispensary. 

1 

. Killeagh  and  Mount  Uniacke  Dispensary. 

Kilworth  Dispensary. 

Charles  Armstrong,  Esq. 

— 

— 

Fevers  have  been  of  a common  type,  with 
the  exception  of  one  case  of  typhus.  The 
influenza  assumed  its  general  prevalence, 
and  one  case  of  Asiatic  cholera  occurred. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Dispen- 
sary we  liave  had  no  diseases  of  an  epi- 
demic character. 

We  have  not  had  fever  or  any  epidemic 
here  for  a long  time.  The  cholera  (now 
raging  in  this  town)  has  banished  all  other 
diseases  of  a general  nature. 

I experienced  some. 

I have  met  with  many  eases  where  dis- 
ease has  been  produced  by  bad  diet,  and 
which  have  proved  fatal  for  want  of  piu- 
per  sustenance. 

I am  of  opinion  that  wholesome  food  and 
warm  clotlies  would,  if  liberally  supplied, 
in  a short  time  render  a dispensary  almost 
unnecessary. 

The  very  many  dyspeptic  cases  appear 
to  arise  from  living  ^most  excinsivmy  on 
potatoes,  wliich  seldom  are  more  than  half 
DoUed. 

I have  found  that  the  potato,  wliich 
is  the  main  support  of  the  population  in 
my  district,  is  productive  of  disease  in 
some  peculiar  habits. 

Bad  potatoes,  or  a defective  crop  of  them, 
and  bad  fish  are  frequently  promotive  of 
disease  in  this  town  and  district. 

Aident  spirits  appear  to  be  generally 
drank ; indulgence  in  them  does  not  appear 
to  be  on  the  decrease. 

I think  that  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is 
not  so  great  in  this  district  as  in  many 
other  parts  of  Ireland ; I should  rather 
think  tliat  it  was  on  the  decrease. 

It  certainly  does,  especially  amongst  me- 
chanics. 'File  habits  of  the  people  are  not 
yet  improved  in  this  respect. 

Generally  very  deficient. 

The  poor  of  my  district  are  badly 
clothed,  badly  fed,  possess  nothing  tliat 
could  be  called  furniture,  and  as  to  venti- 
lation, are  totally  unacquainted  with  it ; 
on  the  whole  their  hovels  are  wretched  in 
the  extreme. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  destitution  of 
the  people  of  this  town  and  country  of  these 
essentims  to  health. 
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MUNSTER— Cork. 


Kinnalea  Dispensary. 

Kinnataloon  Dispensary. 

Macroom  Dispensary. 

Thomas  Daunt,  Esq.,  Medical  Officer. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

W.  Furlong,  Esq.,  m.d. 

I think  not. 

They  ai-e  generally  milder  amongst 
tliese  than  the  better  0#  classes,  as  fanners; 
except  in  bad  subjects  and  persons  who 
have  been  intemperate. 

I liavenot  found  any  particulai- deviation 
from  the  usual  form  of  disease,  except  tiiat 
I think  we  liave  not  generally  so  much 
fever  since  the  appearance  of  cholera,  as 
we  had  before,  and  that  it  possesses  a more 
purely  typhoid  type. 

None,  or  very  few. 

In  years  of  scaraity  such  has  been  the 
case,  as  in  the  year  1827.  Whereanimal 
food  is  necessary  for  tlie  sick,  tlieir  wants 
arc  usually  supplied  by  the  neighljouihig 
gentry  upon  my  certificate. 

I have  frequently,  in  the  twenty  years 
I have  been  the  physician  to  the  Maci-ooin 
Dispensaiy,  obseiwed  the  ill  effects  of  want 
of  good  food,  and  where  food  was  more 
necessary  than  medicine. 

None. 

In  the  above  year,  various  weeds  and 
mushrooms ; the  last  certainly  so. 

Potatoes  form  their  general  diet,  and 
would  not  be  so  productive  of  disease  could 
the  poor  be  prevailed  on  to  dress  them 
well,  or  sufficiently. 

To  my  knowledge  it  does  not;  hut  a 
deal  of  porter  is  drank  on  Sundays,  the 
price  of  whicii  would  add  much  to  their 
comfort,  if  they  did  not  do  so. 

I understand  it  does ; but  not  so  much 
as  formerly. 

It  does  prevail,  but  I believe  not  snore 
than  in  other  places.  1 do  not  think  it  on 
tlie  increase. 

Some  of  them  very  poor,  and  their 
houses  vejy  dirty ; clothing  sometimes  bad, 
and  diet  simple  but  wholesome. 

Generally  very  bad. 

In  general  they  are  wetcliedly  supplied. 

MUNSTER— Cork. 


Magourney  Dispensary. 

Millstreet  Dispensary. 

Ovens  Dis])ensary. 

Thomas  Godfrey,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Thomas  Cudmore,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

From  the  scanty  supply  of  fuel,  in  winter 
the  ^vindow  or  hole  in  the  wall  is  stuffed 
witli  straw,  and  every  crevice  is  stopped  to 
keep  out  the  cold.  On  tliis  account,  a.  case  of  fevo. 
qucntlj’  runs  through  the  entire.  In  summer,  on  the 
IS  put  out  by  the  ditch  ade,  under  a temporary  cover 
disease  is  not  so  apt  to  be  communicated  to  die  rest  of 

Not  since  1822,  when  a scarcity  of  food 
prevailed  to  a gi-eat  extent. 

r occurring  at  this  season  in  a poor  family  fre- 
case  being  pronounced  fever,  the  infected  person 
ing  of  wattles  and  loose  straw  or  weeds,  and  the 
the  femily  as  in  the  inclement  season. 

In  spring  and  autumn  typhus  aud  inter- 
mittent fevers  are  prevalent. 

Very  many. 

1 I have  frequently. 

Many  such  instances  do  occru-. 

Yes,  almost  ail  the  labouring  classes  are 
more  or  less  affected  with  dyspepsia,  fi-oiu 
living  on  an  entirely  vegetable  diet. 

None  in  years  of  plenty ; but  in  years 
of  scarcit)’-,  the  use  of  greens  of  various 
sorts  prevails. 

The  constant  aud  unvaried  use  of  vege- 
table food  is  promotive  of  diseases  of  the 
digestive  organs. 

It  docs  not;  the  labourer  lias  not  the 
means ; and  the  small  fanner  rarely  drinks 
to  excess,  except  at  a fair,  weddmg,  or  on 
occasion.  We  have  nothing  (at  least  intliisd 
rae  habitual  and  frequent  dninkcnness  tliat 
lent  among  the  lower  orders  in  cities  and  tot 

Not  particularly. 

some  such 
istrict)  like 
is  so  preva- 
vns. 

No ; such  practice  is  neither  on  tjie  in- 
crease or  otherwise. 

_ Generally  wanting  the  common  neccssa-  1 I found  the  poor  generally  in  want  of 
ries  of  life ; many  of  them  -without  a dry  clothes,  food,  bedding,  ventilation,  &c.  &c. 
wrnev  for  their  bed,  and  obliged  to  cover  | ' 

tluaneclvea  it  night  with  the  scanty  and  often  w-qt  clothes  they  have  been  working  in  during  the  day, 
tor  want  of  bed  olotlies.  Their  cabin  badly  ventilated,  from  want  of  futl  and  bed  clothes  to  protect 
them  Irom  cold ; and  the  pig,  their  inmate,  tlie  price  of  which  goes  to  purchase  a scanty  covering,  the 
produce  of  the  labourer  going  to  pay  for  the  wretched  abode  and  a badly  manured  potato  garden. 

_ Generally  well  clothed ; as  to  food,  bed- 
ding and  necessary  comforts,  very  ill  sup- 
plied. No  ventilation ; tire  cottages  being, 
in  many  instances,  without  either  clrimnoy 
or  window. 
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Passage  and  Monkstown  Dispensary. 

Rathcormac  and  Castlelyons  Dispensary. 

Rosscarberry  Dispensary. 

Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  McdicalAttendant. 

Thomas  Fitagiblon,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Generally  of  an-  inflammatory  type  from 
tie  nature  of  their  avocations  on  the  water. 

Fevers  and  other  epidemics  are  gene- 
rally of  a mild  type,  save  and  except  the 
cholera,  wliich  has  been  very  malignant. 

No  particular  type ; you  have  all  the  va- 
rieties of  fever.  Typhus  fever  not  the  most 
prevalent. 

I have  in  a great  numher  of  cases. 

Many  diseases  come  before  me  induced  ' 
by  a eombiuation  of  bad  diet,  clothing 
and  the  miserable  state  of  the  dwelling  of 
the  poor ; but  I could  not  trace  many  of 
them  to  the  use  of  the  potato,  which  is  al  - 
most  exclusively  tlie  diet  oftlie  poor  here. 

Most  certmnly ; the  constant  use  of  ve- 
getable food,  the  potato  -without  charge,  is 
productive  of  many  descriptions  of  stomach 
complaints,  frequently  ending  in  death ; aud 
here  occasional  change  of  rood  to  a move 
nutritious  kind,  say  fleslr-meat,  might  be 
beneficially  substituted  for  medicine. 

The  potatoes,  tlieir  chief  sustenance  in 
this  district,  are  of  a very  bad  description, 
being  wet,  and  containing  little  nutriment. 

Answered  above. 

Answered  by  the  above  query. 

It  does,  and  I consider  it  on  the  bicrease. 

In  the  small  towns  a great  deal  of  ex- 
cess in  the  use  of  spirits  is  committed.  In 
the  country  parts  of  the  district  it  is  not 
near  so  much ; but  I fear  it  is  on  tlie  in- 
crease in  both. 

. From  inquiries  made  in  the  proper  quar- 
ters it  would  appear  that  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  is  on  the  decrease  in  tliis  neighbour- 
hood, and  in  the  s<ame  ratio  that  of  malt 
liquor  on  the  increase.  They,  however, 
gladly  make  use  of  the  former  on  all  occa- 
sions when  it  can  be  procured. 

Mostly  suffering  under  great  privations, 
in  want  and  wetenedness. 

small  portion  of  sour  milk  with  the 
titles  not  renewed  more  tlian  once  in 

The  objects  for  dispensary  practice^  were 
generally  found  in  a wretched  state  in  ^1 
those  comforts.  The  food  dry  potatoes  in 
winter,  and  in  summer  tliey  may  have  a 
rotate.  Beds  of  straw  in  very  small  quan- 
thc  year,  and  with  very  wretched  covering. 

Generally  speaking,  of  the  mostrvretched 
description ; fomrcrly  promiscuously  hud- 
dled together  at  night,  with  but  perhaps 
a blanket  for  aU,  eked  out  by  their  day- 
clodiingi  iiuts  wretcbeil,  scarce  ventilation;  food,  but 
the  potato  and  salt  fisb  in  spare  quantity ; few  cat 
have  nill]:,  and  that  only  in  summer ; clothing,  rags. 

MUNSTER— Cork. 


Skull  Dispensary. 

Skibbereen  Dispensary. 

Timoleague  Dispensary. 



A.  McCarthy,  Esq.,  m.h. 

— 

Yes,  from  had  food  and  filthy  cabirrs. 

I thir,k  where  there  is  abundance  of  food 
and  abundance  of  employment,  the  health  is 
very  good ; when  this  is  not  the  case,  the 
prevdence  of  epidemics  is  reraarkahle  aird 
much  increased. 

Those  diseases  have  not  assumed  any 
particular  type  in  this  district. 

1 have  hr  innumerable  instances. 

The  abundance  of  TOod  and  wholesome 
■ food  has  a marked  effect  on  the  general 
health  of  this  district.  When  it  is  abun-  : 
dant  and  cheair  there  is  health;  when 
scarce,  disease  is  sure  to  follow.  ! 

We  do  not  consider  tlie  potato  (the  or- 
dinary food  of  the  county)  to  he  calculated 
to  create  disease ; however,  when  produced, 
more  wholesome  food  may  be  beneficrilly 
substituted  for  medicine. 

Yes,  in  this  district  cutaneous  disease  is 
very  prevalent  from  the  use  of  shell-fish, 
and  a want  of  milk  or  any  description  of 
nutritious  food. 

The  use  of  potatoes  has  a -marked  effect 
in  producing  diseases  of  the  stomach. 

Potatoes  of  bad  quality,  fish  badly  cured 
or  used  in  too  great  quantities. 

It  does  prevail  to  a very  great  extent, 
and  certainly  not  on  the  decrease. 

It  is  used  very  much'.  I do  thrnlc  the  i 
use  of  ardent  spirits  very  rnjurio-us  both 
to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  poor ; it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  its  use  is  on 
the  increase. 

It  does  to  a great  extent,  and  is  much  on 
tlic  increase. 

In  general,  extremely  wretched. 

The  general  state  ofthesick  poor  in  this 
district  is  very  wretched,  being  in  great 
want  of  bedding,  furniture  and  good 
houses. 

GeneraUy  well  provided  with  po*«;’bes 
and  fish,  sometimes 

clothed,  but  badly  provided  -with  bcdibng, 
furniture,  venfillation  and  other  comtorts. 
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Ballylongford  Dispensary. 

Caliirseveen  Dispensary. 

Castleisland  Dispensarv* 

John,  Poyntz,  Esq.,  m.  i>. 

James  Barry,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Fhilip  O'Leary,  Esq.,  w.  i>. 

Of  cholera  I will  say  nothing ; all  classes  of 
all  liahitsand  temperaments  werealikepros- 
trated  before  it.  Fevei',  never  absent  from 
ns,  has  in  mmiy  instances  assumed  a low 
and  malignant  type  attributable  to,  some- 
times, intemperance,  but  mostly  to  desti- 
tution. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  frequently  assume 
a typhoid  type  from  the  had  ventilation 
of  their  cabins,  most  of  wliicli  have  neither 
window  nor  chimney,  also  from  the  want 
of  sufficient  clothing  at  night,  and  poor 
sustenance. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  of  every  kind  are 
much  less  frequent  now  than  formerly,  with 
the  exception  of  cholera,  wliich  has  raged 
here  since  the  26th  of  December  till  the 
20tli  of  January  with  the  utmost  violence. 

Yes,  I have  obsei-ved  many  instances  in 
which  disease  has  been  produced  and  aggi-a- 
vated  by  want  of  wholesome  diet,  in  very 
many  cases  where  proper  diet  could  do 
every  thing,  medicine  nothing. 

Very  frequently. 

I am  pei-suaded  unwholesome  food  has 
been  often  tlie  cause  of  disease,  and  although 
wholesome  food  may  not,  without  the  aid 
of  medicine,  remove  the  disease,  it  would 
decidedly  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  medi- 
cal treatment. 

Potatoes,  with  sometimes  salt  herring, 
form  tlieii'  general  diet.  There  is  a kind 
of  white  potato  now  veiy  generally  culti- 
vated, it  is  soft,  waterish  and  relaxing,  and 
gives  rise  to  indigestion,  pyrosis  and  cuta- 
neous eruptions. 

Bad  potatoes,  and  badly  cured  salt  fish, 
sudi  as  scad,  maekarel,  &e. 

1 have  found  certain  descriptions  of  po- 
tato every  year,  particularly  in  autumn, 
and  in  yeara  of  scarcity,  green  vegetables, 
such  as  cabbages,  nettles,  turnip  tops,  &e. 
productive  of  the  most  fatal  epidennes. 

It  does,  and  if  a proper  estimate  can  be 
formed  from  the  increase  of  public  houses, 
it  is  on  the  increase. 

It  prevails  to  an  excessive  degree,  and 
whilst  spirit  continues  so  cheap  I think  its 
use  will  always  prevail  to  excess  in  this 
country. 

In  my  opinion  the  use  of  ardent  spirits 
is  considerably  on  the  decline  in  this  dis- 
tiict. 

I cannot  adequately  express  my  feelings 
for  the  piivatiom  of  the  poor  of  this  country 
in  respect  to  clotlies,  food,  beddijig,  fmaii- 
ture,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

In  a most  m-etched  state  as  to  clothes, 
food,  bedding,  fiu-niture,  ventilation,  &c. 

Tlie  most  extreme  destitution  pervades 
the  whole  pauper  population  in  all  these 
points,  and  some  not  deemed  paupers,  are 
suffering  severely  in  these  particulars. 

MUNSTER— Kerry. 

Clanmaurice  Dispensaiy. 

Dingle  Dispensary. 

1 Kenmare  Dispensary. 

John  O’Flaherty,  Esq. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Timotheus  M'Carthy,  Esq.  lu.  n. 

The  fevers  have  most  frequently,  from 
the  causes  alluded  to  in  No.  6,  appeared  in 
xlie  congestive  form  of  typhus,  according  to 
the  classification  of  Annstrong. 

I have  not  observed  any. 

We  have  had  no  epidemic  here  for  the 
last  three  years  with  the  exception  of  the 
cholera. 

I have;  a species  of  white  potato  knoxvn 
by  the  name  of  lumper,  which  mves  a ten- 
dency todropsical  and  dysentrical  affections; 
this  potato  is  their  only  food ; milk,  flesh, 
meat  and  fish  are  known  to  them  only  hy 
sight  or  name. 

Indigestion  and  bowel  complaints  are  frequent 
among  the  ]ioor  from  the  almost  exclusive  use  ofpo- 
tatoes  and  the  want  of  warm  clothing ; as  their 
poverty  renders  a hettur  diet  unattainable,  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  flour  and  feculla  of  the  potato  for 
the  vegetable  itself,  according  to  the  suggestions  of 
Sir  James  Sinclair,  would  be  of  great  advantage  to 
vaiescent,  and  especially  to  the  children,  whoareverv 

I have  known  numerous  instances  where 
disease  li.as  not  only  been  produced  but  kept 
up  by  want  of  proper  sustenance  and  where 
wholesome  food,  if  it  did  not  act  rs  a substitute  would 
at  least  be  a necessary  adjunct  to  medicine. 

the  sick  and  con- 
' liable  to  dysentery. 

This  is  answered  tinder  the  last  head. 

The  ^ncral  food  of  the  poor  in  tliis  dis- 
trict is  tlie  potato ; when  the  potato  is  of 
a bad  description  it  is  moat  prolific  of  gas- 
tric and  bowel  attacks,  indeed  it  is  to  the 
use  of  bad  potatoes  I attribute  tlie  gi’cafer 
number  ofbowcl  attacks. 

No,  even  were  they  disposed  to  indulge, 
they  could  not  unless  they  obtained  means 
by  iiigliway  robbery  or  other  illegal  ways. 

There  are  some  drunlcen  ti'ade.smcn  in 
tliis  town,  as  indeed  in  every  other,  hut 
diinkingtoexcessisratherunusualamongst 
the  country  people  and  becoming  more  so. 
There  were,  sometime  ago,  S2publicansiii ! 
tlieautlioiityofanintelligentgaugerthatthe 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  does  not  prevail 
to  any  extent  in  tliis  district,  and  it  is  ra- 
ther on  the  decrease. 

lingle,  there  are  now  only  28,  and  I liavc 
consumption  of  spirits  is  on  the  decline. 

In  the  vast  majority  of  instances  their 
condition  in  all  these  respects  was  most 
wofully  wietched. 

0.5. 

Generally  very  deficient  in  all  those  pai'- 
ticnlars. 

Y Y 3 

In  all  those  articles  of  comfort  I have 
found  the  poorniiserably  deficient  with  the 
exception  of  ventUntion ; then-  hovels  are 
very  imperfectly  protected  frem  the  weatlier 
and  duriim  their  sojourn  on  the  bed  of  ill- 
ness, the  difficulty  'is  how  to  keep  out  the 
cold  and  eliilling  blast. 
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MUNSTER-Keery. 

Listowel  Dispensary. 

Milltown  Dispensary. 

Tarbeit  Dispensary. 

— 

Mr.  G.  Salmon,  Apothecary. 

William  Kennedy,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

Fevers  generally  assume  either  a typhoid 
or  phrenitic  character;  typhoid  from  the 
chronic  dyspeptic  disorder  their  bad  diet 
subjects  them  to,  and  phi’enitic  from  their 
often  liaving  recourse  to  ardent  spirits  in 
the  cliilliug  stages  of  the  disease. 

They  have  principally,  for  want  of  tliose 
things  mentioned  in  Query  5. 

tion,and  from  conrentration  of  mliisma,  they  sometime: 
hare  ocoMionaily  i)revailed ; the  measles  wore  frequent 
ia  some  cases  ending  fatal.  Cholora  appeared  in  1832 
re-appeared,  si:t  Ihlal  cases,  No  funds  or  hospital ; bu 
exhaust  our  funds.  Tlie  influenza  was  epidemic,  and  i 
tedious  and  difllcult  to  euro,  requiring  the  greatest  attcr 

The  fevers  ^nei-ally  prevailing  in  my  dis- 
trict are  of  tSe  low  description,  commonly 
called  typhus  mitise,  from  want  of  ventila- 
s assumoamalignanttTOa.and  become  raoro  fatal.  Epideniica 
during  the  years  1830  and  1831,  and  were  unusually  serere 
and  1833;  there  were  then  eight  fatal  cases  ; and,  now  it  ha,' 
t depending  solely  on  the  dispensary  for  assistance,  which  will 
m many  cases  was  attended  with  eonseculive  fever,  wliichwas 

I have,  and  can  state  tliat  the  want  of 
suitable  diet  and  clotliing,  especiallyin  thcii- 
convalescence,  protracts  the  diseases  of  the 
poor,  subjects  them  to  relapses,  and  disposes 
to  those  chronic  disordei-s  and  disabilities 
so  prevalent  amongst  them;  evils  which 
hospitals  only  can  prevent. 

Very  many. 

I have  not  experienced  diseases  brought 
on  by  want  of  proper  sustenance  or  food  ■ 
but  nutritious  food  would,  in  many  in- 
stances, be  extremely  beneficial,  and  assist 
in  rendeiing  effective  the  medical  treat- 
ment. 

I have. 

Their  general  diet  is  potatoes,  and  for 
want  of  milk  they  use  salt  fish,  which,  I 
tliink,  does  not  agree  with  them.' 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes  amongst 
the  poorer  class,  I consider  apt  to  produce 
dyspepsia  and  cutaneous  diseases,  &c. 

It  does  as  usual. 

This  prevails  generally  every  where, 
but  in  this  neighbourhooS  is  not  on  the 
increase. 

1 A few  may  occasionally  indulge  in  the 
1 excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits ; but  I do  not 
consider  that  it  generally  prevails  in  my 
district,  and  ceitainly  the  practice  is  uot  on 
the  increase. 

In  general  quite  destitute  of  tliose  and 
all  other  necessary  comforts. 

Gaierally  speaking,  in  want  of  all  those 
things. 

In  general,  I find  the  patients  badly  pro- 
vided with  clothes,  food,  fiimiture,  and 
ventilation.  Some  few  are  better  provided 
with  the  necessary  comforts  of  life. 

MUNSTER — Kerry — Limerick. 


Tralee  Dispensary. 

Ballingarry  Dispensary. 

Ballinlander  Dispensary. 

The  Medical  Attendants. 

Robert  Odell,  Esq. 

James  O’Brien,  Esq.,  Suigcon. 

All  diseases  assume  a very  bad  type  from 
the  undennentioned  causes. 

None  in  my  experience  worthy  of  no- 
tice, except  cholera,  which  cannot  bo  at- 
tributed to  any  local  cause. 

Fever  has  not  assumed  any  particularly 
bad  type,  but  there  have  been  a great  num- 
ber of  cases ; cholera  generally  proves  fatal 
in  this  district. 

Moat  of  their  diseases  ai'o  caused  by  want 
of  proper  and  wholesome  food,  &c. 

Some  diseases  are  undoubtedly  caused 
by  want  of  proper  noui'ishment ; and  oc- 
casionally cases  are  met  with  where  nou- 
risliment  is  more  necessary  than  medicine. 

Where  disease  does  prevail,  I know 
many  sink  under  it  for  want  of  proper  sus- 
tenance; but  wholesome  food,  1 conceive, 
in  many  instances  to  be  more  necessary 
than  medicine. 

Bad  potatoes,  bad  fish,  milk,  &c. 

.1  have  not.  I tliink  I have  remarked, 
that  where  the  diet  was  composed  of  po- 
tatoes only,  diseases  of  the  stomacli  ai'e 
very  frequent. 

Umipe  potatoes  and  salt  hei-rings  aye 
often  the  causes  of  unpleasant,  and  isi 
some  instances  dangerous  bowel  diseases. 

Not  more  here  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  country. 

It  does;  my  experience  does  not  en- 
able me  to  say  whether  the  practice  is  on 
the  increase  or  otherwise. 

Not  among  the  poor;  the  farmers  in 
this  district  scarcely  drink  any  malt  li- 
quor, but  whisky;  on  inquiry,  I do  not 
find  it  on  the  increase. 

In  the  worat  possible-state  as  to  all. 

In  some  instances  the  patients  are  veiy 
poor,  and  in  want  of  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life. 

I have  found  the  poor  in  my  district 
miserably  deficient  of  every  tiling  except 
food,  which  has  not  been  scarce  these  two 
years  past. 
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MUNSTER — Limerick. 

Bruff  Dispensary. 

Caliireonlish  Dispensary. 

Castleconnell  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

Elliott  O’Donnell,  Esq.,  311.  n. 

They  have ; for  want  of  wholesome  and 
iintiitious  diet  and  comfortable  bedding,  the 
absence  of  cleanliness  and  proper  vcntUa- 
tion  in  their  wTetched  hovels. 

I do  not  think  fevers  have  assumed  a 
particular  type  among  the  poorer  classes 
of  tills  neighbourhood. 

Fevers  and  the  different  epidemics  often 
assume  averj'  malignant  tjqic  in  my  neigh- 
bourliood,  which  I tliink  is  occasioned  by 
poverty  and  bad  diet,  and  the  moist  and 
boggy  situation  of  the  houses  in  which  the 
poor  i-eside  exerting  its  pernicious  in- 
fluence. 

I have ; and  find  that  medicine  is  fre- 
quently not  efficacious  for  want  of  a corre- 
sponding regimen. 

MTiolesome  food,  warm  clothing  and 
bedding  most  certainly  would  have  pre- 
vented many  of  the  diseases  with  which 
the  poor  have  been  afflicted. 

I liave  in  numerous  instances. 

Yes,  an  invariable  use  of  potato  diet 
begets  affections  of  the  stomach,  a common 
complaint  with  the  poorer  classes. 

The  poor  here  live  on  potatoes  the  year 
round. 

I consider  their  diet,  consisting  cliiefly 
of  potatoes  and  salt  fish,  to  be  very  nreiu- 
dicial  to  health.  ^ 

It  does,  particularly  at  public  meetings, 
such  as  fail’s,  mai-kets,  &c. ; there  are  many 
liabituai  drunkards.  I do  not  perceive  any 
marked  increase  or  diminution  of  the 
practice. 

The  poor  here  seldom  have  the  means 
of  procuring  spirits.  I think  there  is  less 
of  drunkenness  of  late  than  hitherto. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  so  general 
especially  at  every  fair,  mai’kct  and  public 
meeting,  that  it  is  impossible  to  form  on 
opinion ; there  are  2C  licensed  public-houses 
in  this  Union  besides  many  unlicensed. 

In  a state  of  great  destitution  generally, 
and  deficient  of  all  comforts  included  in 
tills  quere. 

The  clothes,  food  and  bedding  of  the  poor 
are  indeed  wretchedly  bad. 

In  all  those  particulars  I have  generally 
found  the  poor  of  the  two  disu'icts  to  wliidi 
I am  attached  very  destitute. 

MUNSTER— Limerick. 

Clarina  Dispensary. 

Groom  Dispensarj% 

Glin  Dispensary. 

Michael  Brodie,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Dionysius  O’Flalierty,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

— 

Fever  has  not  been  epidemic  in  this  dis- 
trict for  several  yeaxs ; it  occasionally  pre- 
vails of  the  simple  continued  £3^  or  type, 
not  typhus,  is  then  rather  confined  to  par- 
ticular localities,  and  becomes  contagions ; 
it  arises  from  cold,  wet,  variation  of  tem- 
peratm-e,  noxious  exlialations,  &c. 

Fevers  fi-equently  assume  the  typhoid 
type  in  consequence  of  the  poor  people 
being  previouSy  weakened  by  poor  diet, 
often  long  fasting  and  hard  labour. 

They  have  assumed  a low  had  type, 
which  I have  attributed  to  the  want  of 
proper  food  and  clothing,  and  bad  state  of 
the  beds  of  the  poor. 

I have,  but  not  in  the  immediate  ndgh-  , 
bourhood  of  any  of  the  resident  gentry. 

Many. 

I have  experienced  many  instances. 

• Their  common  food,  potatoes,  is  very  fre- 
quently tlie  cause  of  dyspepsia,  &c.,  among 
them ; and  salt  herring,  which  are  in  com- 
mon use  iu  the  small  villages,  ai'e  promotive 
of  cutaneous  diseases. 

The  many  who  live  exclusively  on  the 
potato  are  much  subject  to  indigestiou  and 
other  disorders  of  the  stomach.  Others, 
better  off,  who  have  the  luxury  of  salt 
herrings,  suffer  much  from  cutaneous  dis- 
eases. 

Ihave  found  the  potato  a fruitful  source 
of  disease  of  tlie  digestive  organs. 

I do  not  consider  the  excessive  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  to  be  on  the  increase,  or  indeed 
veiy  prevalent  in  this  district. 

I do  consider  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is 
on  the  decline. 

The  excessive  use  of  spii’its  does  not 
prevail  in  this  district,  nor  do  I consider 
the  practice  on  the  increase. 

Many  very  badly  circumstanced  in  this 
respect,  but  1 tliink  generally  not  so  bad  as 
in  other  districts,  the  latter  attributable  to  ' 
the  residence  of  several  gentry. 

Miserably  destitute. 

In  general  very  bad,  and  in  a great  many 
instances  in  a most  deplorable  condition. 

0.5. 

Y Y 4 
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MUNSTER— Limerick. 


Limerick  General  Dispensary.  j 

Limerick  Dispensary. 

KiMnan  Dispensary. 

William  Gi-iffin,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Mr.  George  Ryan,  Apothecary. 

John  Grove  White,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

I perceive  no  material  alteration  as  to  the 
type  of  disease. 

This  distiiet  is  at  present,  and  has  been 
for  some  time,  free  from  any  epidemic- 
there  are  at  present  a few  cases  of  fever 
not  assuming  any  paiticulaa'  type. 

The. want  of  proper  food  often  causes 
disease,  where  wholesome  nourishment 
would  do  a-way  with  any  necessity  for 
medicine  in  mmiy  cases. 

I conceive  that  some  diseases,  such  as 
dropsy,  bowel  complaints  and  affections  of 
the  stomach,  are  frequently  produced  by 
the  use  of  improper  food,  winch  might  not 
occur  if  the  food  was  nuti'itious  and  di- 
gestible. 

Yes;  had  potatoes,  fish,  soui-  milk  and 
offal,  whicli  is  the  general  food  -with  the 
poorer  classes  of  tradesmen  and  labourers. 

I find  that  many  of  them  are  obliged  to 
live  on  potatoes  alone,  which  certainly  pro- 
duce stomach  and  bowel  complaints. 

It  unfortunately  does  to  a gieat  extent, 
and  I fear  is  not  decreasing. 

I have  always  found  tlie  use  of  ardent 
^irits  prevail  in  tliis  neighbourhood,  and 
1 consider  there  is  no  decrease  in  it. 

As  regai’ds  clothes,  neai-ly  naked.  Food 
of  the  worst  kind,  and  veiy  scanty.  Bed- 
ding too  wretched  to  b^ar  description. 
Fuinituve,  generally  none.  Ventilation, 
that  which  proceeds  from  pigs,  dungliills, 
and  filthy  alleys. 

I have  found  them  very  deficient  in 
clothes ; scantUy  supplied  with  food,  bed- 
ding and  fiu'nitui'e,  and  all  other  ucoessaiy 
comfoi-ts. 

MUNSTER — Limerick. 


Kilpeacon  Dispensary. 

Knockany  Dispensary. 

Murroe  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Secretary  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

Fevers  and  epidemics  most  generally  as- 
sume a worse  type  among  the  poorer 
classes,  attributable,  in  my  opinion,  to  an 
impoverislied  diet,  uncleanly  habits,  bad  ■ 
ventilation,  a want  of  sufficient  covering, 
together  with  a natural  predisposition.  1 

i 

Yes ; fevere  and  epidemics  assume  very 
malignant  types,  for  want  of  cleanliness 
and  proper  ventilation. 

In  the  year  1831,  dysentery  was  preva- 
lent, the  causes  of  which  I looked  upon  to 
be  want  of  clothing  and  the  seveiity  of  the 
winter. 

I have  experienced  many  sudi  instances. 

I have ; and  find  medicine  inefficacious 
in  many  instances,  for  want  of  a corres- 
ponding regimen. 

I Iiave  frequently. 

An  inferior  description  of  potato,  with 
salt  hciTings ; and  in  the  summer  season, 
when  potatoes  are  scarce,  I have  known 
wild  vegetable  matter  to  be  used  at  those 
periods,  and  to  be  the  principal  promoter  of 
bowel  and  other  complaints. 

I have.  The  constant  use  of  potato 
diet  predi.sposes  the  poorer  classes  to  sto- 
mach complaints. 

The  only  food  among  the  poor  class  are 
potatoes,  and  in  this  class  1 find  disease 
most  prevalent. 

■ 

I am  not  awai'e,  from  my  own  Itoowledge, 
but  I am  informed  it  is  on  the  increase. 

It  docs  prevail  to  a considerable  extent 
among  tlie  lower  orders  ; particularly  at 
their  public  meetings.  There  are  many 
1 habitual  drunkai'ds.  I do  not  perceive 
any  marked  increase  or  otherwise  in  the 
practice. 

I conceive  it  does,  and  that  it  is  on  the 
iuci-ease. 

Generally  speaking,  laost  wretdied. 

In  a state  of  great  destitution  gene- 
rally, and  deficient  of  every  comfort  men- 
tioned in  this  query. 

In  general  I found  them  deficient  in 
those  articles,  pai-ticularly  bed-clothes,  bad 
food  and  want  of  ventilation. 
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MUNSTER— Limerick. 

Palace  Kenry  Dispensary. 

Slianagoldeii  Dispensary. 

'I'homond  Gate  Dispensary. 
(City  of  Limerick.) 

Daniel  Griffin,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Joseph  Kennedy,  Esq.,  ai.  d. 

3f.  C.  Gore,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  type  of  fever  is  more  severe  and 
dangerous  at  sometimes  than  at  others.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  see  any  partionlar 
rule  that  it  follows,  or  to  attribute  tlie 
change  in  the  type  when  it  occurs  fo  any 
change  in  the  circnnistances  of  the  people. 

Fevers,  when  epidemic,  ere  eenerally  of  the  typhoid 
species ; the  infiammatory  kind  observable  soon  assumes 
the  specific  characler  of  typhus,  wliich  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  dehililatiog  causes  which  predispose  to  this  disease 
among  the  poorer  classes,  as  described  in  Question  6. 
Other  epidemics,  such  as  measles  and  smaU-pox,  seem  Jo 
derive  their  origin  from  some  latent  atmospheric  influcot  e. 
Catarrhal  alTecUona  also  spring  ftom  the  same  gcnerol 
cause  when  cold  and  moist  weatlier  prevails.  Want  of 
proper  clothing  exposes  the  poor  people  to  this  complaiut, 
tending  to  serious  results  in  delicate  constitulioni. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  have  assumed  a 
severe  type  in  my  neighbourhood  among 
the  poor,  in  consequence  of  dehOitated 
constitutions  from  tlie  want  of  proper  food, 
clothing  and  ordinaiy  necessaries. 

Tliis  is  veiy  much  the  case  among  those 
of  the  poor  who  are  but  halffed  and  poorly 
clad.  Theii-  circumstances,  besides  tliat 
their  liahitations  are  of  tlie  most  wretched 
kind,  render  them  greatly  more  susceptible  of  dan- 
gerous inflammatory  afiections  (tbe  result  of  colds) 
and  of  fever  than  they  would  otherwise  be.  Their 
recovery,  when  they  do  recover,  is  made  extrcmdv 

Many  instances  of  this  kind  occur.  The 
want  of  wholesome  food  in  several  cases 
generates  diseases  of  tbe  digestive  organs  and  en- 
feebles dieir  action.  Medicine  c.m  be  no  substitute, 
although  temporary  relief  may  result  from  a judi- 
cious and  experienced  use  of  it  when  necessary. 

tedious  from  the  want  of  all  proper  food. 

I have  witnessed  much  of  tliis,  as  cholicy 
affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  dys- 
pepsia, ihumous  diseases  and  general  dehi- 
lity,  with  excitability  of  constitution.  To 
wholesome  food  medicine  is  almost  in- 
variably necessary  as  an  adjunct. 

I have  seen  sometimes  dangerous  mortifi- 
cations of  the  limbs,  which  I attributed  to 
the  use  of  a certain  species  of  weed  which 
I found  that  they  used  to  eat  with  pota- 
toes ; hut  such  results,  however,  were  ex- 
tremely raz'e. 

I havo  observed  that  the  constant  use  of  potato 
nutriment,  chiefly  when  this  root  is  of  a bad  kind, 
so  as  to  appear  when  boiled  almost  pellucid  ftom  the 
inherent  vegetable  juice  (as  in  the  white  species 
growing  in  certain  soils  without  proper  manure)  to  be  the 
fertile  source  of  dyspepsia  or  bad  digestion,  cholic,  dysentert 
poor  who  inhabit  miserable  cabins.  Those  who  hold  farms, 
in  some  degree,  and  have  always  milk  in  abundance ; they  at 

Potatoes  I tliiuk  (so  much  used,  paiti- 
cularly  without  mastication  and  mixture 
with  me  saliva  of  the  mouth,  asismuch  the 
case,)  are  fruitful  sources  of  many  diseases. 
f,  worms  of  chiidronandadulls.&c.iiniong  the  labouring 
small  or  largo,  are  comforlable ; can  vary  their  aliment 
e therefore  in  general  not  so  lioblo  lo  the  above  diseases. 

DrunkenneK  prevails  to  an  excessive 
degree  in  this  village,  and  from  my  expe- 
rience of  past  years  I think  it  is  very  much 
on  the  increase. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spiiits  does 
not  generally  prevail  in  this  district  ■,  the 
farmers  sometimes  indulge  in  the  use  of 
them.  There  ai'e  very  few  habitual  dram- 
di-inkers,  as  in  large  towns  and  cities.  1 
do  not  think  that  spirituous  potation  is  on 
the  increase. 

Al'dcnt  spu’its  are  much  used,  even  to  ex- 
cess, amongst  thd  poor  when  they  can  pro- 
cure them.  The  Limerick  Temperance  So- 
ciety has  done  much  good,  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits  being  on  the  decline  since  its 
establishment. 

Clothes  scanty  and  generally  very  filthy.  Food,  potatoes 
and  milk,  potatoes  and  lieirlogs,  or  potatoes  and  salt,  many 
large  fatniliesnothavingmore  than  onoiocal  aday  of  either 
lieddinggetierally  straw  orliayifuriiituregeneraJly  wretched; 

ventilation  almost  invariably  bad.  in  consequence  of  llie 
filth  of  the  external  locaUiics  and  internal  economy.  I may 
truly  say,  that  a total  want  of  necessary  comforU  exists 
amongst  the  poorer  class  of  people, 

MUNSTER— Tipperary. 

Ballymacky  Dispensary. 

! Ballynenty  Dispensary. 

Ballyporeen  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

No  difference  in  the  tyiie. 

No. 

A CTcat  many  cases  of  inteimittent  fever, 
wIiicTi  I attribute  to  the  marshy  situation 
of  the  district,  and  had,  watery,  poor  diet. 

I have. 

I have  not.  I sometimes  find  it  neces- 
sary to  give  an  order  on  tJie  treasiu'cr  for 
milk,  when  I find  a patient  cannot  afford 
to  buy  it. 

Very  many. 

Potatoes  are  the  only  food  amongst  the 
poor,  generally  spealdng,  in  tliis  district  j 
and  when  they  are  had  or  scaree,  are  pro- 
dnetive  of  disease. 

1 have  not. 

Bad  potatoes. 

Public-houses  have  increased. 

It  does  to  a gi-eat  extent. 

It  does  not,  and  I tliiiik  the  practice  on 
the  decrease. 

Generally  speaking,  most  wretched. 

Pretty  good,  with  a few  exceptions. 

In  general  veiy  miserable. 

0.5.  2 Z 
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Borris  O’Kane  Dispensary. 

Borrisoleigh  Dispensary. 

Clogheen  Dispensary. 

James  J.  Stoney,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

I cannot  say  that  ferers  hare ; but  we 
have  had  cholera,  which  is  a form  of  epi- 
demic new  in  this  count^J^ 

Fever  has  not  here  assumed  any  parti- 
cular type,  mfluenced  by  the  condition  of 
the  poor ; they  are  in  general  milder,  and 
the  recoveries  more  numerous  in  propor- 
tion than  the  better  classes,  but  also  more 
general,  owing  to  the  nuisances  they 
endure,  and  the  numbere  tliat  are  crowded  • 

The  fevers  arc  all  of  a low  typhoid  type, 
and  will  not  bear  description.  Bad  food' 
occasional  excesses  in  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors,  and  the  prevalence  of  influenza. 

together,  often  in  one  bed. 

Hxmdreds  of  instances  of  both  examples; 
thence  arises  tlie  necessity  for  locd  hos- 
pitals on  a cheap  plan.  I have  known  in- 
fants die  of  disease  caused  by  improper 
food. 

I do  believe  that  in  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold,  overpowered  with  labour,  many 
of  them  contract  diseases  that  might  be 
averted  or  removed  if  tliey  had  proper  food 
and  comfortable  bedding. 

In  those  years  when  food  was  dear  I found 
that  disease  was  spread  for  want  of  proper 
sustenance. 

Potatoes  may  be  productive  of  disease, 
but  only  in  those  subjects  whose  necessities 
oblige  them  to  live  whoUy  on  tliis  root; 
liowever,  when  eaten  with  a due  admixture 
of  other  food  they  are  most  wholesome. 

The  constant  use  of  bad  potatoes  fre- 
quently produces  dyspepsia,  flatulence 
and  atfeetioDs  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

Potatoes,  when  of  inferior  quality,  or  if 
used  too  early  in  the  season. 

It  does,  and  the  practice  is  on  the  in- 
crease. The  remedy  is  obvious,  viz.,  to 
ina'ease  the  duty  on  spirits  and  lessen  that 
on  beei-.  The  gi-eater  consumption  of  the 
latter  article  would  compensate  both  the 
agriculturist  and  the  revenue. 

There  are  some  habitual  drunkards, 
but  I do  not  consider  it  at  all  on  the 
increase. 

It  does,  but  I do  not  tliink  the  practice 
is  eitlier  increasing  or  diminishing. 

Deplorably  deficient  in  each  and  every 
particular.  It  is  an  agiicultui'al  district, 
where  disti’ess  has  been  peculiarly  felt  of 
late  years,  and  want  of  employment,  ex- 
cept at  seed  time  and  harvest. 

Clothing  very  indifferent;  food  pota- 
toes, with  sometimes  a hening  or  sour 
milk ; bedding  straw,  mostly  on  the 
ground ; furniture  veiy  scarce,  and  total 
want  of  all  comforts. 

In  general  tlie  poor  are  miserably  off  for 
all  these  comforts,  pai-ticularly  along  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  and  in  the  back 
lanes  of  this  town. 

MUNSTER— Tipperary. 


Drangan  Dispensary. 

Dundrum  Dispensary. 

Grangemoekler  Dispensary. 

P.  O’Halhran,  Esq.,  m.d. 

— 

S.J.  Meagher,  Esq.,  m.d. 

See  Answer  to  Newcastle. 

There  have  not  been  any  fevers  or  epi- 
demics amongst  the  poorer  classes  for  tlie 
last  three  years. 

Except  a few  instances  of  cholera  and 
small-pox,  fever  or  any  epidemic  seems  in 
general  favourable. 

See  ditto. 

1 have  met  many,  and  have  no  doubt 
but  wholesome  food  would  prevent  a va- 
riety of  cases  which  I have  to  attend  to. 

Though  it  might  not  actually  induce 
disease,  is  often  very  detrimental  when 
disease  is  present. 

See  ditto. 

! 

The  food  of  the  poor  is  almost  confined 
to  potatoes,  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
wmch  materially  affects  their  hemth.  The 
white  potato,  wtich  is  now  very  generally 
used,  contains  little  nutriment,  and  is  cal- 
calated  to  promote  disease. 

Their  food  very  often  consists  of  an 
inferior  description  of  potato  adapted  to 
the  soil  (a  barren  and  mountainous  counrty) 
buthot  of  a nutritious  or  wliolesome  natoe, 

Immediately  in  the  village  the  trades- 
men are  all  drunkards ; but  in  the  district 
round,  the  people  cannot  afford  to  pay  for 
drink. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spMts  does 
not  prevail  amongst  the  poor,  or  the  higher 
or  middling  class ; it  is  used  principally 
by  small  farmers  and  servants,  and  even 
with  them  is  considerably  on  the  decrease. 

I have  not  seen  many  instances  of  this 
kind,  but  a few  have  come  under  my  obser- 
vation. The  people  in  general  seem  to  be 
rather  temperate. 

The  only  difference  between  the  poor  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Drangan  and  those  of 
Newcastle  is,  that  their  houses  are  generally 
more  wretched  and  even  less  clean. 

The  state  of  the  poor  is  very  bad  in  all 
the  particulars  of  this  query,  especially 
in  that  part  which  is  not  in  the  neighbour- 
hood 01  Dundrum,  where  great  attention 
is  paid  to  their  comforts  by  Lord  Hawardt 
part  of  the  district  is  not,  however,  any  t 
I reside,  which  is  wretched  beyond  desc 

1 Generally  very  badly  provided  with 
clothing,  and  tlieir  food  sometimes  of  the 
worst  description. 

30.  The  genera]  state  of  thyioor  in  any 
hing  like  Qiat  of  the  poor  of  Chshel,  where 
iription. 
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Killenaule  Dispensary. 

Kilsheelan  Dispensary. 

Lorralr  Dispensary. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitzpatrick,  Apotliecary. 

Charles  Sloane,  Esq.,  Suigcon. 



Fevers  do  assume  particular  types  al- 
most every  year,  at  different  seasons  of 
the  year-.  The  causes,  I think,  ai-e  rui- 
explained,  and  I fear  inexplicahle. 

There  has  not  been  any  epidemic 
in  my  district  since  I have  had  charge 
ofit.  ■ 

Cannot  say  that  they  have. 

I cannot  say  that  I saw  disease  actually 
hrought  on  by  want  of  food,  but  every  day 
I see  cases  where  disease  is  aggravated, 
and  medical  assistance  unavailing  from  the 
want  of  proper  food,  when  wholesome  food 
with  medical  aid  would  soon  restore  to 
hedth. 

I have  known  many  instances  of  disease 
to  be  brought  oir  by  poverty,  and  many 
where  wholesome  food  and  warm  clothing 
were  alone  rrecessary ; the  neighbouring 
gentry  supply  both  on  my  recommerrda- 
tion. 

In  a few  cases. 

The  food  mentioned  above  is  certainly 
promotive  of  disease. 

Pain  of  the  stomach,  with  flatulence,  is 
very  prevalent,  and  I believe  it  to  be 
brought  on  by  the  constant  use  of  pota- 
toes. 

Potatoes  late  in  the  season  when  had. 

Yes,  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  very 
prevalent,  especially  among  the  labom-ers 
employed  in  the  colliery  here  arrd  the 
several  tradespeople  in  the  town.  I be- 
lieve the  practice  is  on  the  increase. 

In  one  part  of  my  district,  comprising  a 
population  of  about  eight  hundred,  flie 
use  of  ardent  spirits  prevails.  I do  not 
tlrinlc  it  on  the  increase  or  decr'ease. 

The  use  of  arderrt  spirits  prevails  to  a 
great  extent,  and  is  increasing  frorrr  the 
increased  uurrrber  of  public-houses. 

In  all  respects  very  bad;  their  houses 
and  furniture  exceedingly  so.  Their  food 
potatoes  and  sour  milk,  when  the  latter 
is  to  bo  had,  as  in  summer ; in  winter, 
potatoes  alone,  with  sometimes  salt- 
lierTuigs. 

In  general  I find  those  w’lrom  I visit  in 
a m-etched  state  of  destitution  in  respect 
to  those  things. 

Gener’ally  comfortable,  but  there  arc 
some  cases  of  gr-eat  distress. 

MUNSTER— Tipperary. 

Littleton  Dispensary. 

Mullinalrone  Dispensary. 

Nenagh  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

They  have  not. 

Fever’S  and  epidemics  Irave  assumed  to 
my  knowledge  a par’ticular  type  among 
the  poorer  classes,  but  tliis  I am  inclined 
to-  attribute  as  much  to  the  nature  of 
epidemics  themselves  as  to  otlier  causes, 
moral  or  physical. 

Fever  sometimes  assumes  a low  typhus 
gener’ally  resulting  from  their’  mode 

i have  not ; but  have  met  cases  where 
wholesome  food,  along  with  the  medicine 
ordered,  would  have  accelerated  I’ecoveiy. 

I have  experienced  but  very  few  in- 
stances where  want  of  proper  sustenance 
has  been  tire  cause  of  actual  disease,  or 
wher-e  food  might  he  beneficially  substi- 
tuted for  medicare. 

Yes. 

I have  not. 

As  the  experience  of  many  year’s,  I can 
state  as  an  axiom,  that  I have  not  formd 
the  use  of  any  particular  food  among  the 
poorer  classes  prximotive  of  disease ; such 
food  being  of  soimd  quality. 

Bad  potatoes,  wliich  they  ai’e  fi’equently 
obliged  to  use. 

Certainly ; and  is  on  the  increase. 

To  a very  limited  extent ; nor  do  I 
think  it  on  the  increase  in  this  district. 

Yes,  and  very  much  on  the  increase. 

Generally  in  a very  bad  state. 

I Irave  found  them  in  general,  when 
visited  at  their  own  houses,  vei'y  defective 
in  the  comforts  of  clothes,  food,  bedding, 
fumitni’c,  ventilation  and  other  neces- 
saries. 

Generally  found  them  destitute  of  clothes, 
bedding,  furniture,  ventilation  and  food, 
except  a had  kind. 

0.5. 
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Newcastle  Dispensary. 

Newport  Dispensary. 

P'oulmucka  Dispensary. 

P.  0.  Halloran,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Committee  and  Medici  Attendant. 

Fatridk  Fitsgibbon,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  fevers  amongst  -them  are  generally 
slow,  and  they  are  a long  time  recovering 
before  they  regain  their  usual  strength. 
I think  from  the  bad  accommodation  and 
food  this  may  be  caused. 

As  to  fever,  its  character  is  generally 
the  same  here  as  I have  witnessed  else- 
where. 

They  have  not. 

I have  experienced  many  instances  of 
disease  being  protracted  from  want  of 
proper  food.  Cannot  say  it  was  actually 
brought  on  by  the  food. 

I have  unfortunately  witnessed  it  too 
often. 

Yes. 

In  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August 
when  the  old  potatoes  are  decaying,  and 
before  the  new  crop  is  sufficiently  ripe, 
affections  of  the  digestive  organs  are  pro- 
duced by  the  food. 

We  can  specify  none. 

I have  found  the -constant  use  of  vege- 
table, without  any  animal  food,  to  be  very 
injurious. 

Not  so  generally  as  in  towns  amongst 
the  tradesmen,  but  on  fair  or  market  days 
they  return  home  mostly  in  a state  of  ui- 
toxication. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails in  this  district,  and  I conceive  its 
practice  is  daily  increasing. 

Not  to  any  gi'eat  extent;  nor  do  I 
think  it  is  on  the  increase. 

The  food  of  the  poor  in  the  district  1 am  acqaainted 
consists  of  potaloee.aJone,  with,  in  the  summer  season, 
butter-milk  or  skimmed  milk.  Bed  clothes  are  ^ncratly 
scanty  and  worn,  and  often  the  day-clolhes  put  on  the  beds 
csnsisle  of  one  or  two  metal  pots  for  boilinr  potatoes,  An  i 
perhaps  not  all  worth  more  than  one  pound  or  twenty-hve  sb 
Many  of  those  cabins  built  of  mud  and  covered  with  thelc 
havintt  no  mode  of  escape  but  through  the  doorway,  must  be 
air  of  those  cabins,  and  return  in  again  to  examine  those  ill. 
.consists  of  straw  or  hay  spread  on  the  floor  or  laid  on  boards 

Generally  in  a state  of  wretchedness. 

at  night  to  make  them  sufficiently  warm.  The  furniture 
dilTerent  coarse  table,  a fbw  equally  coarse  chaim  or  stool 
llinga.  The  houses  are  badly  ventifated,  the  door  being  ge 
are  without  any  chimneys,  and  of  course  the  vitiated  air 
□jurious  to  the  health  of  the  inmates.  I am  oOen  obliged 
Their  clothes  consist  of  the  cheapest  materials  and  seldom 

I have  generally  found  them  greatly  in 
want  of  those  necessary  comforts. 

a few  shelves  for  some  vessels,  wooden  or  tin, 
erally  the  only  means  of  admitting  air  or  light. 

to'rush  out“fors^e  dm™  from  X's"u(focaHng 
cither  sulBeienlly  warm  or  clean.  The  bedding 

MUNSTER — Tipperary. 

Roesgreen  Dispensary. 

Roscrea  Dispensary. 

Silvermines  Dispensary. 

Patrick  Heffernan,'E.s(i.,'!S.X}. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

There  has  not  been  any  epidemic  disease  i 
amongst  the  poor  of  this  district,  since : 
I have  become  professionally  connected' 
with  it. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  have  always  a 
tendency  to  assume  (from  the  ill  fed  state 
of  the  poor)  a typhoid  and  putrid  cha- 
racter. 

Wait  of  ventilation  and  cleanliness,  to- 
gether with  crowded  apartments,  are  the 
chief  cause  of  fevers  and  epidemics,  as- 
suming (as  they  do)  a particular 
amongst  the  poorer  classes. 

Disease  has  been  induced  and  supported 
in  many  instances  by  want  of  proper 
sustenance  and  other  necessaries,  which 
would  in  those  cases  be  most  beneficially 
substituted  for  medicine. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  intestinal  fevers  of 
children  are  induced  by  scanty,  bad,  vegetable  food; 
this  disease  creeps  on  progressively  fiem  them  to 
those  who  are  older,  and  so  on,  till  the  adults  of 
the  femily  are  seized.  It  is  in  this  way  that  in- 
fectious fevers  mostly  originate,  combined  with  “ 
every  cabin  door,  where  animal  and  vegetable  substances  a 
diseases  of  females  (memoirhcna,  leucorrhcea,  &c.)  proceed 

I have  little  doubt  but  the  constant  use 
of  potatoes  (particularly  when  the  season 
is  unfiivourable  for  their  growtli)  predis- 
poses to  dropsies  and  scrofulons  affections. 

noluria,”  emaiiatiag  from  the  cesspools  at 
e in  a state  of  putrid  fermenlation.  The  sexual 
from  unwholesome  feud. 

I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  use  of 
potatoes  which  alone  is  the  food  of  the 
poor  of  this  country,  is  promotive  of  dis- 
ease. The  plenty  or  scarcity,  as  well  os 
the  good  or  bad  quality  of  this  article  of 
food  is  attended  with  the  most  serious  con- ' 
sequences  to  the  poor  generally.  ; 

I consider  the  potato  called  “lumper,”  '[  Bad  potatoes, 
a fertile  cause  of  stomach  diseases;  it  is  I 

of  a wftsy,  soapy  nature,  and  iswery  harduf  digestion,  and  on  this  account,  is 
held  in  estimation  by  the  poor,  as  it  remains  longer  in  the  stomach  than  a 
better  kind  of  potatoe ; it  is  the  most  productive,  and  therefore’ constitutes 
theii"  principal  food,  though  not  fit  to  fatten  pigs  on  when  badly  cultivated,  as 
is  cenerallv  the  ease. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  prevail  in  my  distiict.  Its  use  is  par- 
tial, and  not  amongst  the  very  poor : it  is 
on  the  decrease  considerably. 

The  esccssive  use  of  whiskey  previuls  to  a very  They  arc  much  disposed  to  use  it,  but 

great  and  increasing  extent^  every  where  I know  are  unable  to  procure  it  for  want  of  money ; 
of ; you  cannot  buy  any  thing  at  market,  nor  guch,  as  can  aiiord  it  use  it  freely, 
hire  a person  to  do  the  most  trifling  work,  &c.  &c. 

but  the  conclusion  of  the  bargain  must  be  a glass  of  whisicey ; patients  coining  to  the  dispensary, 
even  young  females,  will  ask,  may  I take  liquor  ? in  fact,  the  lower  orders  are  in  a constant 
state  of  inebriety  whenever  they  can  get  whiskey. 

The  state  of  the  poor  in  my  district  is 
wi-etched  be.yoiid  description  as  to  clothes, 
bedding,  food,  furniture  and  necessary  com- 
forts. It  is  still  worse  with  tlic  poor  in 
Cashel  where  I reside ; quite  inci'eAble. 

Were  I to  write  volumes  on 'this  subject 
I could  not  conv^  an  adequate,  idea  of 
the  degraded  state  of  the  jpoor;  they  are 
not  so  well  off  as  the  beasts  of  the  field ; 
we  witness  in  their  wretched  cabins, 
staiYation,  filth,  nakedness,  rags,  crowded 
unventilated  apartments,  rectlcssness,  d 

Mostly  very  wretched.  Ventilation  not 
attended  to. 

spondency  and  despair. 
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MUNSTER— Tipperary. 


Templetocliy  T)ispGTisary. 

Thurles  Dispensary. 

Tipperary  Dispensary. 

Bryan  Mullally,  Esg.,  m.  d. 

Gommittee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Epidemics  in  general  seem  to  assume  the 
low  type  amon^  the  poorer  classes  in  this 
district ; sudi  is  -a  natural  consequence  of 
their  extreme  poverty. 

_ Fevers  haw  not  here  assumed  any  par- 
ticular type,  influenced  by  the  condition 
of  the  poor ; they  ai'e  in  general  milder, 
and  the  recoveries  more  numerous,  in  pro- 
portion, than  among  the  better  classes,  but 
also  more  general,  owing  to  tlie  miseries 
they  endure  and  the  numbei-s  that  ai-e 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Fever 
Hospital,  fevei'  has  certainly  become  loss 
frequent  and  less  malignant  amongst  the 
poor  of  this  district. 

crowded  together,  often  in  one  bed,  &c. 

I doily  witness  instances  where  disease 
has  been  brought  on  by  want  of  proper 
sustenance,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  the 
necessity  for  using  medicine  would  be  much 
dimioished  if  the  poor  were  supplied  witli 
better  food. 

1 do  believe  that  in  extremes  eitlier  of : 
heat  or  wet  and  cold,  overpowered  with  ! 
liai-dship,  many  of  them  contract  diseases  i 
that  might  be  averted  or  speedily  removed 
if  tliey  had  proper  sustenance  or  food. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  all  tlie  medical  men 
in  Tipperary,  that  the  howd  affections,  so 
numerous  and  severe  hei-c,  are  aggravated 
by  the  constant  use  of  the  potato,  which 
is  the  only  food  of  the  poorer  classes. 

I cannot  say  tliat  I have.  I may,  how- 
ever, observe,  that  potatoes,  on  which  they 
altogetlier  subsist,  would  seem  very  mate- 
rially to  promote  dyspepsia,  a frequent  dis- 
ease among  the  poor  in  this  district.  , 

The  constant  use  of  bad  potatoes  pro- 
duces ■with  them  dyspepsia,  flatulence  and 
affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  all  of 
wliich  form  a greater  portion  of  the  diseases 
of  the  country  than  is  genei'^y  imagined, 
as  it  often  happens  that  they  try  to  work 
while  under  medical  treatment  for  them. 

The  above  answer  replies  also  to  tlii 
question. 

The  poor  of  this  district  are  much  devoted 
to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  I think 
such  practice  to  he  daily  on  the  iuorease. 

The  middle  order  in  this  district  are 
romavkahly  temperate.  Many  of  the  Iowct 
orders  that  are  able  to  procure  spirits  are 
addicted  to  its  use;  hut  tliepoor,  with  the  i 
exception  of  a few  habitual  drunkjurds, 
seldom  diink,  and  I do  not  think  it  is  on  1 
the  increase.  I 

It  always  prevaOed,  and  does  still  pi-e- 
vail  to  a great  extent. 

In  my  attendance  on  the  poor  I have 
observed  the  greatest  want  of  dothes,  bed- 
ding, furniture,  and  such  necessary  com- 
forts. The  food  in  general  is  of  the  worst  sort,  and 
very  often  scantily  supplied.  The  wretchedness  of 
their  crowded  hovels  is  much  increased  by  their 
wipit  of  cleanliness  or  attention  to  ventilation. 

Clothing  veiy  indifferent;  food  the  In  the  most  destitute  state.  In  want  of 

worst  quality  of  potato,  with  seldom  any  almost  every  comfort  specified  in  tlie  query, 
‘thing  with  it  but  salt,  and  rai’ely  sour  | 

milk ; bedding,  straw  on  the  giuund-floor ; fomiture,  almost  none,  properly  so  called, 
and  total  absence  in  general  of  all  comforts.  Ventilation  is  not  always  wanted, 
probably  from  their  houses  having  a front  and  back  door,  a chimney  place  often  tew  wide,  and 
window  without  glass. 

MUNSTER — Tipperary  and  ‘Waterford. 


Toomavai’a  DispensarJ^  ' 

Ballyduff  Dispensary. 

Bonmahon  Dispensary. 

C.  Bourns,  Esq.,  Smgeon.  i 

Committee  and  Medici  Attendant. 

T7u>mas  Dillon  Balcer,  Esq.  Suigeon. 

This  district  is  in  general  healthy;  it  has, 
however,  been  visited  with  cliolera,  and 
at  present  lias  many  cases  of  the  common 
cholera  and  bowel  complaints,  induced  by 
-the  wet,  close  weather. 

They  mostly  assume  a low,  debilitated  . 
type,  attributable  to  their  general  bad 
•met  . and  drinking 'habits. 

Few,  if  any ; yet  the  usual  food  must  be 
•changed  during  illness. 

I have  seen  numerous  instances  where 
disease  has  been  the  effect  of  want  of 
nutriment ; but  such  disease,  arising  from 
whatever  cause,  requires  medicine  until 
subdued,  more  than  food,  though  proper 
food  would  liave  prevented  its  appearing 
in  tlie  first  instance. 

Frequently. 

No.  ; 

Yes ; bad  potatoes,  salt  fish  and  ardent 
spirits. 

■Wet  potatoes  and  adulterated  spirits. 

It  appears  to  be  the  general  rule  not  to 
leave  the  towns,,  markets  or  fairs  sober, 
Sundays  more  especially ; the  great  num- 
ber of  public-houses,  all  open  on  Sundays, 
mudi  facilitate  the  habit. 

It  does;  its  increase  and  decrease  alto- 
gether depend  on  the  ability  or  inability 
of  the  unfortunate  people  to  purchase  it. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  most  preva_ 
lent.  At  present  a temporary  decrease 
from  want  of  means  to  procure  it. 

Speaking  of  tlie  labouring  classes,  clothes  1 In  a most  miserable  state, 
scanty,  food  dry  potatoes,  those  even 
scarce  in  summer.  In  general,  bedding  j 

most  miserable,  dii-ty  and  deficient ; tlie  common  covering  consists  of  tlie_  dav- 
clotlies ; furniture,  a pot,  an  apology  for  a table,  a stool  and  two  sticks  fastened  in  Oie 
wall  as  a bedstead.  Ventilation  studiously  avoided ; comforts  not  even  tliouglit  of. 

0.5.  2 z 3 

Generally  in  a miserable  state. 
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MUNSTER — Wateefoed. 

Cappoquin  Dispensary. 

Cla%hmore  Dispensary. 

Dunmore  and  Passage  Dispensaries. 

David  Barry,  Esq.,  Sui^on. 

JVilliam  O'Brien,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

William  Holland  Gore,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Fever  lias  been  much  on  the  decrease  of 
late,  and  its  severity  or  mortality  m-eatiy 
lessened.  For  tlie  year  ending  in  Novem- 
ber 1831,  there  were  fifty-nine  fever  cases 
and  ten  deaths ; in  1832,  forty  two  qases 
and  six  deaths ; aid  in  1833  there  were  but 
foui-teen  cases  and  three  deaths. 

The  type  of  fever  I generally  find  to  The  typhoid  type  has  usually  characte- 

prevail  here  is  what  is  called  mild  t^hus ; rized  the  fever  cases  which  have  come  • 
1 look  upon  it  to  be  caused  by  the  poor  under  my  obsei-vatiou.  I am  not  aware  of 
and  innutritious  nature  of  their  food,  any  paiticular  cause, 
assisted  by  the  malaria  constantly  arising 

from,  ill  and  about  theii’  cabins.  I look  upon  dropsies,  which  are  common 
amongst  the  poor  here,  to  be  produced  by  the  same  causes. 

I reply  in  the  affirmative;  but  food 
never  can  be  a substitute  for  medicine 
where  medical  or  sui-gical  aid  is  requisite. 
It  is  in  tlie  convalescence  that  food  and 
care  are  signally  usefiil;  I may  add,  in- 
dispcDsable. 

I liave  esqierienced  many  instances 
where  diseases,  such  as  dropsies  and  slow 
wasting  feveis,  have  been  brought  on  by 
a want  of  proper  sustenance ; and  where, 
I li^ve  no  doubt,  food  of  a nutritious  and 
wholesome  quality  might  be  substituted 
with  decided  advantage  for  medicine. 

I caiuiot  say  I have  met  witli  any  instance 
of  disease  brought  on  by  want  of  proper 
sustenance,  but  I have  known  many  where  it  has 
been  materially  aggravated  and  considerably  pro- 
longed by  this  cause.  Tlie  use  of  dry  potatoes 
amongst  persons  residing  in  marshy  situations  must 
increase  the  predisposition  to  intermittent  fever  or 
atrue. 

In  years  of  scarcity  of  potatoes  the  poor 
have  had  recourse  to  cabbages,  and  other 
crude  vegetable  diet ; this,  from  improper 
cooking,  &c.,  has  often  brought  on  dysen- 
tery, and  other  violent  diseases  of  stomach 
and  bowels,  which  frequently  proved  fatal. 

I conceive  the  species  of  potato  called 
the  lumper  that  the  poor  people  use  in  this 
district  to  be  biglily  promotive  of  disease ; i 
it  is  the  worst,  and  least  nutritious  species  i 
. of  tliat  root  I ever  saw. 

i 

Answered  above. 

To  tlie  abuse  of  ai'dent  spirits  I ascribe 
much  of  the  misery  of  the  peasantry  of  this 
neighbourhood ; and  if  the  evil  is  not  on  1 
the  increase,  I must  attribute  it  to  want  of  ! 
means  amongst  tlie  labouring  classes,  not 
to  any  moral  improvement. 

I do  not  think  the  excessive  use  of 
ai'dent  spiiits  prevails  here;  it  may  be  a 
vii-tue  of  necessity ; for  cheap  as  wliiskey 
is,  I believe  it  to  be  too  expensive  a 
luxury  for  the  poor  in  this  district.  Except 
at  fairs,  or  when  funerals  come  to  tto 
village,  I seldom  witness  intoxication. 

The  people  of  this  barony  are  by  no 
means  remarkable  for  the  excessive  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  and  I believe  less  so  now 
than  formerly. 

Many  wretched,  beyond  what  human 
natiu'e  is  supposed  capable  of  enduriog.  In 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  one  hundred  the  bed  con- 
sists of  a little  straw,  and  the  covering  the  same 
that  is  worn  fay  day;  the  food  consists  of  potatoes 
with  salt,  generally,  milk  being  a luxury  seldom 
tvithin  the  reach  of  the  poor ; never  during  the 

The  state  of  the  poor  in  tliis  district 
with  respect  to  clotlies,  bedding  and  fur- 
niture 19  wretched  indeed;  in  feet  they  do  not 
deseive  the  name.  Their  unvarying  food  is  the 
wretched  lumper  potato.  They  are  enemies  to  ven- 
tilation; and  as  to  necessary  comforts,  it  appears  to 
/entilation  they  know  not  the  use  of. 

The  state  of  the  poor  varies  considerably  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  barony,  but,  generally  speaking, 

. denotes  extreme  indigence,  great  want  of  cleanliness, 
1 and  a total  absenceof  any  thing  like  comfort. 

me  to  be  a struggle  with  them  to  support  life- 

l 

MUNSTER- 

-Waterford. 

ULSTER — Antrim. 

Kilmacthomas  Dispensary. 

Kilmeaden  and  Drumcannon 
Dispensaries. 

Aliogliill  Dispensary. 

J.  P.  Coghlan,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

George  A.  Waters,  Esq.,  .u.  n. 

Secretai'ies  and  Medical  Attendant. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  here  in  my  Epidemics  have  varied  in  them  inten- 

time ; that  is,  for  tlie  last  twelve  montlis,  sity,  attributable  to  some  peculiar  dispo- 
save  cholera.  sition  of  the  atmosphere.  Wlienever  we 

can  induce  the  poor,  labouring  under 
fever,  to  be  removed  to  the  Waterford 
Hospital,  they  are  sent  in ; but  in  general  they  prefer  to  remain  iu  their  hovels. 
The  deatlis  from  fever  have  been  very  few  in  ray  .district. 

They  have  not.  They  have  not  been 
very  common.  A few  cases  have  occurred 
since  the  establishment  of  tiiis  chai'ity  iu 
which  the  whole  family  have  suffereS  in 
succession.  In  one  veiy  severe  case  it  was 
brought  into  the  family  from  a distance. 

When  there  are  so  many  causes,  sudi  as  I Many.  In  general  the  diseases  of  tlie 
\vant  of  clothes,  bedding,  ventilation,  food,  poor  arise  fi-om  their  wretched  mode  of 
and  I may  add,  want  of  cleanliness,  it  is  I life,  ahd  from  the  scantiness  and  dete- 
difficult  to  attrioute  disease  to  any  one  of  riorated  quality  of  their  food, 
them ; but  that  diseases  are  generated  and  1 

kept  up  by  all  conjoined,  and  that  they  could  be  more  efficiently  treated  by  the  i 

removm  of  the  causes,  of  course  tliere  can  be  no  doubt. 

As  far  as  1 have  been  able  to  judge, 
medicine  has  always  been  necessary. 
Tlieve  is  no  doubt  that  wJiolesome  food 
would  have  been  a very  necessary  accom- 
paniment. 

I cannot  answer  positively ; perhaps  salt  There  is  a description  of  potato  much  I cannot  say  that  I have.  The  poor, 

lieiTings  and  a bad  species  of  white  potato  in  use  by  the  poor  of  my  districts  called  from  the  quality  of  the  food,  have  suffered 
may  be  mentioned.  lumpers ; it  is  a watery  potato,  containing  from  different  diseases,  accoi’ding  to  the 

little  farina;  its  productiveness,  and  nature  of  the  constitution, 
answering  well  in  poor  ground,  requhiiig  little  manure,  induce  the  peasantry  to 

give  it  a preference ; in  iny  opinion  it  is  the  worst  variety  of  the  sotanuiii  tuberosum.  This  poor  diet  must  place  the 
consumer  in  a state  liable  to  contract  contagious,  organic  and  epidemic  complaints. 

Not,  I think,  to  a remaikable  degree ; I have  remarked  that  the  use  of  ai-dent  It  does  in  some  degree,  but  I cannot  say 

but  I fear  it  is  owing  more  to  a want  of  spirits  is  very  much  on  the  increase.  tiiat  it  is  on  the  increase, 

means  than  of  inclination. 

Generally  in  a most  wretched  state  with  Excessively  wretched  iu  every  respect.  a very  bad  state ; partly  from  po- 

pegard  to  every  tiling  mentionod.  verty,  partly  from  the  habits  of  tlie  people. 
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ULSTER — Antrim. 


Antrim  Dispensary. 

Ballycastle  Dispensary. 

Ballyraoncy  Dispensary. 

Edisard  Bryson,  Esq.^  Sm^geon- 

William  Nevill,  Esq.,  m.  i>. 

Alexander  Moore,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

When  fevers  or  epidemics  have  assumed 
a malignant  character,  which  has  fi-e- 
<[uently  been  the  case  here,  I think  such 
an  occurrence  may  generally  be  traced  to  an  increase 
in  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  for  the  time  from  severe 
seasons,  bad  crops,  &c.  Sometimes  it  seems  to  be 
produced  by  the  peculiar  states  of  the  atmosphere. 

Fever  has  not  prevailed  much  within  the 
last  year  a half;  tlie  type  was  common; 
continued  fever  approaching  to  the  ty- 
phoid, more  or  less,  in  some  cases.  No 
fatal  case  in  a dispensary  patient.  Cholera 
inged  for  about  two  months. 

None  that  I am  awai'e  of. 

I have  met  with  numberless  casgs  where 
disease  has  been  brought  on  by  tlie  want  of 
proper  food  and  clothing,  tmd  instances 
often  occur  where  patients  do  well  witliout 
medicine  when  supplied  tvith  tlie  above 
necessaries. 

Tbe  food  of  tlie  poor  of  this  distiict  is  almost 
exclusively  potatoes  and  oatmeal ; frequently  their 
supply  of  the  latter  is  scanty.  'With  those  in 
health  this  food  agrees  very  well,  but  in  sickness, 
the  inability  to  procure  more  nourisliing  and  di- 
gestible diet  is  severely  felt,  and  there  are  many 
many  persons  labouring  under  dyspepsia  who 
could  enjoy  tolerable  health  if  they  could  procure 

In  some  cases  wholesome  food  would 
have  been  highly  necessaiy,  and  was 
usually  supplied  by  the  neiglibauring  gen- 
try or  farmei's. 

diet  suitable  to  their  weakened  stomachs. 

ttTien  the  potato  is  of  an  LndiiFerent  or 
bad  quality,  fever,  diarrhcea,  &c.,  are  sure 
to  extend  themselves  among  the  poorer 
classes,  whose  chief  food  this  vegetable  is. 

Answered  above. 

None. 

The  use  of  ardent  syiiits  prevaUs  to  a 
great  extent  in  this  district,  and  1 fear  that 
the  practice  is  rather  on  the  inciaase  than 
otherwise. 

The  consumption  of  ai-dent  spirits  is 
excessive.  The  town  is  crowded  with 
licensed  whiskey  shops. 

Persons  here  are  generally  temperate. 

I have  found  them  in  all  states,  from  a 
comparative  degree  of  comfort  down  to 
absolute  destitution.  In  general  they  suffer 
from  the  want  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
necessaries  enumerated  in  this  query,  but 
more  from  the  want  of  clothing  than  from  any 
other  privations. 

Many  of  them  veiy  destitute. 

With  a few  exceptions,  pretty  com- 
fortable. 

ULSTER  —Antrim. 

Belfast  General  Dispensary. 

Buslimills  Dispensary. 

Carrickfergus  Dispensary. 

W.  Duncan,  Esq.,  si.  n. 

Thomas  H.  Pm^on,  Esq.,  si.  n. 

— 

George  Forsyth,  Esq.,  si.  n. 

Our  feveris  the  common  continued  fever 
of  the  country,  assuming  more  or  less  of 
the  typhoid  type.  Shortly  previous  to, 
and  since  the  mvasion  of  Indian  cholei-a, 
we  liave  observed  dysentery  less  fi-equent, 
and  diaiThcea,  with  or  without  vomiting, 
mucli  more  so. 

This  pai't  of  the  country  has  been  veiy 
little  troubled  with  epidemics.  There 
have  been  a few  cases  of  typhus  fever  of 
a very  mild  type ; in  my  opinion,  it  has 
been  kept  up  by  paying  unnecessary 
visits. 

Fevere  ai-e  geneially  either  inflammatory' 
or  typhoid;  seldom  malignant.  Cholera 
has  never  visited  CaiTicldergus. 

No. 

There  are  many  instances  where  proper 
nourishment  would  have  done  away  with 
the  use  of  medicine. 

In  few  instances  could  the  diseases  be 
said  to  arise  from  want  of  sustenance. 

Judging  from  the  prevalence  of  dys- 
pepsia, we  conceive  it  must  often  be  im- 
proper. 

The  use  of  slops  of  tea  badly  made 
without  sugar  or  cream ; excessive  use  of 
tobacco,  and  not  taking  care  of  the  alvine 
evacuations  often  promote  disease. 

The  food  of  the  poor  in  tliis  place  con- 
sists diieflyof  oatmeal  and  potatoes,  which 
cannot  be  considered  promotive  of  disease. 

_ Although  perhaps  the  general  consump- 
tion of  ardent  spirits  be  increased,  we 
should  say,  that  cases  of  excessive  diunk- 
enness  occur  now  more  rai'ely. 

The  use  of  ai-dent  spii-its  prevails  more 
or  less  among  the  working  classes,  so  as 
to  prevent,  in  many  cases,  the  good  effects 
of  medicine ; upon  the  whole  it  is  on  the 
decrease. 

Whiskey  is  diunk  generally  by  all  the 
poor  that  can  get  it,  which  is  the  great 
cause  of  the  poverty,  disease  and  wref^ed- 
ness  of  our  people.  7’liis  curaed  practice 
is  not  on  the  mcrease,  neither  can  it  be 
said  to  be  declining  much. 

We  should  say,  fully  as  well,  if  hot 
better  off,  in  these  respects  than  in  other 
large  towns  where  we  have  had  occasion 
to  visit  the  poor  at  their  own  houses. 

There  are  many  cases  of  extreme  po- 
verty, want  of  bedding,  clothes  and  other 
necessaries  essential  to  Iiealth.  Houses 
are  generally  ill  ventilated. 

Many  of  tlie  poor  are  in  tlie  greatest 
want  of  clotlies,  particularly  for  their  beds. 
Some  of  their  houses  are  miserable ; few 
of  them  are  without  food. 

' 0-5- 
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ULSTER — Antrim. 

Connor  Dispensary. 

! Crumlin  Dispensary. 

Larne  Dispensarj'. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Fevers  generally  assume  the  typhoid 
type,  owing  to  its  more  frequently  attack- 
ing the  weak,  dissipated  and  badly  nou- 
ri^ed. 

Have  not  assumed  any  particular  type. 

of  the  dispensary  in  the 
tunity  of  makii^  any 
1 not  remarked  other  epi' 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  aocompanyiug 
reports,  that  fever  has  not  prevaOed  to  any 
extent  during  the  period  they  refer  to,  nor 
1 lias  it  at  any  time  since  I obtained  charge 
: year  1828.  I have  therefore  had  no  oppor- 
particular  observations  regarding  it.  I have 
demies  assume  any  portiemar  type. 

Severe  atFectiojis  of  • the  stomach  and 
bowels  ai-e  frequently  produced  by  making 
use  of  half-boUed  v^etables  and  potatoes. 
These  diseases  seldom  terminate  fatally, 
but  often  assume  an  alanning  appeai'ance. 

None. 

I do  not  recoUect  any  instance  where 
actual  disease  was  brought  on  by  want  of 
sustenance,  but  I witness  the  ahnost  daily 
occurrence  of  cases  where  wholesome  food 
might  be  beneficially  substituted  for  me-, 
diclne. 

— 
None,  when  properly  prepared.  j 

None. 

I have  most  ceitainly  experienced  tlie 
; kinds  of  food  in  general  use  (see  answer  to 
to  query  6.)  among,  the  poor  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  disease  of  tlie  alimentary  canal 
and  through  that  again  of  the  nervous 
system. 

It  exists  to  a considerable  extent,  but  is 
happily  on  the  decrease. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  prevail'  in  fliis  district,  and  is  on  the 
decrease. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  but  too  ge- 
neral in  this  district ; an  excessive  use  is  not, 
I am  inclined  to  think,  so  prevalent  as  in 
many  other  districts.  I conceive  that'  the 
latter  practice  has  of  late  decreased,  which 
may  be  partly  attributed  to  the  establish- 
ment of  temperance  societies  in  this  country. 

Clothes,  bedding  and  furniture  veiy  in- 
different, and  generally  dirty.  Food  ge- 
nerally insufficient ; abundance,  but'seldom 
suitable  for  invalids.  Ventilation  very 
bad. 

generally  very  del 
unattainable.  I b 
relief  afforded  by  a 

Not  so  badly  off  in  each  of  these 
respects  in  tins  immediate  distiict  as 
some  others  I have  bad  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing. 

henewTemoommmay,^^^  have  for  some  years^past,  suppon 

I huve  found  very  many  of  the  poor  indeed  in  a most 
wretched  state.  Their  oloihcs  alford  but  insuffioieut  pro- 
tection  against  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Their  food 
consists  principally,  if  not  altogether,  of  oatmeal,  potatoes 
; and  milk;  the  two  latler.however,  prove  thoir  chief  support: 
1 when  milk  cannot  be  procured,  onions  or  salt,  and  occa. 
1 sionally  a salt  herring  is  the  substitute.  The  bedding  is 
1 attended  to ; the  necessary  comforts,  in  the  most  instances, 
of  the  wretched  hovel.  It  is  true,  they  participate  in  the 
led  a Clothing  Society  and  a Mendicity  Association. 

ULSTER— Antrim. 

Portrush  Dispensary. 

Randalstown  Dispensary. 

Whitehouse  Dispensarj\ 

John  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Horace  Neeson,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

— 

They  have  not  lately 

Typhus  has  amongst  the  lower  class, 
' for  the  want  of  clotiiing,  fuel  and  the 
means  of  providing  the  necessaiy  quan- 
1 tity  of  wholesome  food. 

Notliing  particular. 

I Irnve. 

I have. 

I cannot  say  that  I have,  but  I have 
often  seen  instances  where  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  comforts  for 
the  sick. 

No. 

I have  not. 

No. 

It  does;  but  I think  it  is  rather  on  the 
decline. 

Very  much  on  the  decrease. 

There  are  many  drunkards  in  this 
trict.  I fear  the  practice  you  mention, 
though  not  decidedly  on  the  increase  is  far 
from  diminishing. 

I have  found  all  of  them,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, in  the  most  wretched  state  of 
poverty. 

Very  scanty;  little  or  no  ventilation. 

Witli  a few  occasional  exceptions,  the 
poor  that  I liave  been  called  on  to  attend 
have  appeared  “pretty  well  oft'”  hi  tlicse 
particulars. 
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ULSTER — Armagh. 


Crossmaglen  Dispensary. 

Forkhill  Dispensary. 

Keady  Dispensary. 

G.  Harvey,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Samuel  Walke)-,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

R.H.ZIontgomery,  Esq.,  w.n. 

Fevei-s  generally  assume  the  typhoid 
form,  wliicE  I attribute  to  the  want  of  pro- 
per  food,  ventilation,  cleanliness,  &c. 

Fevei-s  are  generally  of  a mild  type  in 
tills  district,  caused,  probably,  by  mode- 
ration in  way  of  life. 

No. 

I have  experienced  many  instances  where 
disease  has  been  brought  on  by  the  want 
of  proper  sustenance,  and  where  whole- 
some iood  could  be  substituted  for  medi- 
cine. 

I liave  not  noticed  any  instance  of  dis- 
ease arising  from  want  of  proper  suste- 
nance. I Jiave,  however,  known  cases 
where  wholesome  food  might  have  been 
substituted  for  medicine. 

No. 

A ^at  number  of  the  poor  who  come  to 
this  dispensary  afflicted  with  dyspepsia,  I 
attribute  to  the  over  use  of  potatoes  with- 
out the  mixture  of  any  animal  food. 

The  general  food  of  this  district  con- 
sists of  potatoes  and  meal,  which  in  some 
cases  causes  derangement  of  bowels. 

No. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  does  prevail  to 
a considerable  extent,  nut  certainly  is  not 
on  the  increase. 

It  does  not  at  present;  since  the  cessa- 
tion of  illicit  distillation,  the  baneful  prac- 
tice Ls  on  the  decline. 

It  docs.  From  my  sliort  residence  I 
have  not  had  time  to  form  a decided 
opinion. 

I have  found  tlie  poor  in  many  instances 
destitute  of  almost  every  thing  which  is 
necessary  to  health. 

The  liouses,  fuiuiiturc,  ventilation  and 
necessary  comfoi’ts  are  better  here  than  in 
other  districts.  There  are,  however,  some 
painful  exceptions. 

Very  indifferent. 

ULSTER — Armagh. 

Lurgan  Dispensary. 

Markethill  Dispensary. 

Meigh  and  Joiiesborough  Dispensary. 

Robert  S.  Hannay,  Esq.,  bi.d. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

W.  Huston,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Fever  often  combined  with  dysentery, 
owing  to  dranlcenness  and  bad  food  and 
cold  lodging. — Cholem  was  con&icd  mostly 
to  the  poor. 

Epidemic  fever  has  almost  always  as- 
sumed the  typhoid  type,  owing  to  the  dis- 
ease generally  occurring  in  those  whose 
systems  have  been  reduced  by  intemper- 
ance, and  the  want  of  the  necessary  com- 
forts of  life. 

1 caimot  say  that  either  fevers  or  epide- 
mics have  assumed  any  particular  type. 

Yes;  and  I have  frequently  obtained 
from  charitable  persons,  food,  clothing  and 
money  where  they  were  required. 

Innumerable  cases  occur  iu  which  the 
predisposing  causes  of  disease  are  plainly 
attributable  to  want  of  proper  iiomisli- 
ment,  and  many  in  which  wholesome  food 
is  more  necessaiy  tlian  medicine. 

I have  seen  many  instances  where  dis- 
ease was  biwght  on  by  want  of  proper 
food. 

In  the  months  of  April  and  May  last  a 
a supply  of  bad  potatoes  seemed  to  produce 
djairhcea  and  dysentery. 

To  the  great  quantity  and  often  vitiated 
quality  of  the  vegetable  matter  on  which 
our  poor  chiefly  subsist,  I attribute  the 
immense  number  ofdyspoptic  cases  which 
are  constantly  occurring. 

I have  always  found  bad  food,  particu- 
larly vegetable,  bring  on  indigestion,  itch, 
&c.  &c. 

. Yes ; I cannot  say  whether  it  he  on  the 
increase.  The  dispensary  committee  con- 
siuer  it  on  the  decrease. 

The  lower  oi-dOrs  are  lamentably  ad- 
dicted to  the  use  of  distilled  spiiifs ; how- 
ever, I have  reason  to  hope  that  the 
practice  is  declining  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
pevail  in  my  district,  and  I nm  sure  it 
has  been  on  the  increase  for  the  last  two 
years,  in  consequence  of  the  illicit  distilla- 
tion (I  am  told)  being  carried  on  exten- 
sively some  miles  from  this. 

Genwally  sleeping  on  pallets  of  straw 
upon  the  gi'ound  m damp  cabins  or  cellai-s, 
witliout  furniture,  with  little  clothes,  and 
the  windows  filled  with  straw  or  rags  to 
Keep  out  the  wind  and  rain. 

The  absolute  poor  are  comparatively 
well_  off  here  owing  .to  the  unhoimded  ‘ 
charitj'  of  .a  few  resident  gentlemen,  but  I 
often  discover  gi-eat  wretchedness  and 
poverty  under  a lair  outside. 

All  very  bad;  I think  they  could 
jcorcely  be  worse. 

0.5. 

3 ^ 
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ULSTER— Armagh. 


Mullaglass  & Camlough  Dispensaries. 

Newtownhamilton  Dispensary. 

! Pointzpaas  Dispensary. 

C.  W.  Riggs,  Esq.  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

— 

Such  as  they  are  usually  observed  to  do, 
and  tliat  from  tlie  want  of  cleanliness,  with 
the  otlier  causes  specified. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  have  prevailed, 
and  assumed  a particular  type  among  the 
the  poor,  owing  to  the  uncomfoi-table, 
unclean  bedding,  and,  perhaps,  their  con- 
stant use  of  vegetables,  and  afterwni'ds 
using  ai'dent  spirits. 

They  have  not. 

Withthe  exception  of  some  eases  of  dysen- 
tery, skin  and  stomach  affections,  disease 
could  rarely  he  ascribed  to  unwholesome 
food  alone.  But  the  eases  in  which  whole- 
some food  and  warm  clotliing  would  have 
expedited  recovery,  or  even  saved  life,  oc- 
ciuied  frequently. 

' I have  known  diseases  brought  on  by 
scanty  had  food  ; hut  wholesome  diet  was 
generally  procured  by  the  subscribers 
^indeed,  I can  say  invariably)  in  such 
cases. 

I have  experienced  many  such  instances. 

No;  hut  insufficient  clothing  has  ap- 
pear^ a chief  cause  of  fevers  and  otJier 
acute  and  dangerous  diseases. 

I have. 

The  vegetable  diet  on  which  they  live 
sooner  or  later,  is  almost  certain  to  produce 
indigestion  and  aU  the  unpleasant  conse- 
quences which  follow  it. 

Not  generally ; I consider  tlie  practice 
decreasing. 

It  does  prevail ; I scarcely  tliink  it 
could  inci-ease,  as  it  is  among  the  lower 
class  so  prevalent,  when  they  can  procui-e 
it. 

It  does  not ; it  is  obviously  on  the  de- 
crease. 

I could  not  convey  in  this  answer  the 
state  of  destitution  in  which  the  greater 
number  of  the  poorer  classes  are  found;  the 
bed,  consisting  of  nlitter  of  straw,  often  with  a single 
bla^et ; no  otlier  food  than  potatoes ; no  provision 
for  ventilation ; scarcely  any  furniture,  and  generally 
little  or  no  fuel. 

1 have  found  the  poor  in  a very  wretched 
state  indeed,  and  frequently  got  them 
pecuniary  aid,  clothes  and  other  tilings 
necessary,  from  the  gentry  and  established 
clergy  of  the  neighbourhood. 

In  almost  every  instance  the  clothes  were 
in  rags;  food,  exclusively  potatoes;  bed- 
ding, straw  or  ebaff ; furniture,  two  or 
three  stools  and  a table;  ventUation,  ex- 
cept on  the  estate  of  Col.  Close,  is  procured 
by  means  of  a wisp  of  straw. 

ULSTER — Armagh — Cavan. 


Tynan  Dispensary. 

Arvagh  Dispensary. 

Balieborough  Dispensary. 

— 

Rdbei-t  Wiley,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant, 

We  have  not  had  much  fever  in  this  dis- 
trict for  some  time ; when  it  does  appear, 
I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  generally  hreught 
. on  hyunwholesome  food,  cold  and  iU-ven-- 
tilated  hbusM ; one  part  of  our  district  has 
suffered  much  of  late  frem  malignant  cho- 
lera. 

I believe  they  liave  not  that  I can  say. 

No ; unless  a visitation  of  cbolero  bi 
March  last. 

I have,  during  the  last  14  years,  seen 
innumerable  instances  of  disease  produced 
by  cold,  hunger  and  fatigue,  where  the 
timely  administration  of  wholesome  food 
and  waim  covering  might  have  entirely 
superseded  the  use  of  mefficines. 

I have,  in  some  instances,  experienced 
where  wholesome  food  might  be  substi- 
tuted for  medieme. 

In  a great  many  instances. 

' It  is  my  decided  opinion,  that  always 
living  wholly  on  vegetable  food,  such  as 
potatoes,  is  the  principal  cause  of  indiges- 
tion so  common  amongst  the  Irisli  poor, 
particularly  the  aged  and  infii-m. 

1 believe  the  poor  of  this  country,  in 
general,  contract  many  diseasesfrom  uving 
on  tire  worst  description  of  potatoes,  with- 
out milk,  butter  or  fiesh. 

The  great  mass  of  the  population  live 
on  potatoes,  which  must  be  promotive  of 
stomach  aad  other  diseases  when  used  con- 
stautly. 

Large  quantities  of  ardent  spirits  are  still 
used  by  the  poor,  but  not  so  much  as  for- 
merly, for  these  reasons,  viz.,  the  increasing 
poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  tempevpjicc  societies. 

I think  it  does ; I believe  it  to  he  on 
the  increase. 

It  docs;  but  it'is  difficult  to  say  whether 
it  is  increasing  or  not.  Tliere  are  fifty-six 
public  houses  in  the  parish  of  Balieborough. 

■ In  visiting  the  houses  of  the  poor,  I fre- 
quently find  them  badly  clothed,  ill  fed, 
their  bedding  and  furmtnre  scanty,  and 
their  cabins  without  any  mode  of  ventila- 
•'■tion,  and  themselves  destitute  of  every 
haarthly  comfort. 

Most  of  all  in  a poor  state  for  clothes, 
food,  bedding,  ventilation,  &c. 

As  wretched  as  possible. 
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ULSTER^Cavan. 


Ballinagh  Dispensarj'. 


Ballyconaell  Dispensary. 


Ballj^amesduff  Dispensary, 
James  Eejinedy,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Not  particularly  for  the  last  three 
except  cholei-a,  which  visited  us  last . 
a disease  about  which  medical  men 
greatest  experience  are  not  decided. 


Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 


Not  since  the 


Yes;  and  I have  seen  many  cases  where 
the  use  of  wholesome  food  would  have  ob- 
viated tlie  necessity  for  medicine. 


Several  such  cases  have  come  under 
observation. 


Several  instances. 


Potato  food  constantly  and  unvariedly 
used,  productive  of  many  stomach  diseases. 


the  potato ; wliich, 


the^onJy  food  many  can 


procure,  there  are  dLseaacs 
food  increases. 


It  prevails  still  extensiveli 


_ it  prevails  still  extensively;  and 
increase  of  intelligence  lias  checked 
some  degi'ee ; the  amazing  numbe 
public  houses  must  operate  in  a fe. 
degi-ee  to  keep  it  up. 


my  ophhon  it 


Very  badly  off  as  to  the  subject  of  each 


Generally  very  badly  off  as  to  comforts, 
and  wantii^  most  of  those  things. 


many  instances  very  misemhle. 


ULSTER— Cavai 


Ballymachugh  Dispensaiy. 


Belturbet  Dispensary. 


Cavan  and  Stradone  Dispensary. 


Mark  W.  Daly,  Esq.,  m.  d. 


Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Fevers  of  the  tj^lioid  ford  are  nume- 
rous; inflammatory  fevers  are  also  very  fre- 
quent ; they  arise  from  the  want  of  proper 
clothii^,  bad  food,  change  of  season,  and 
very  often  can  be  traced  to  want  of  clean- 


Bernard  Coyne, 


To  file  poverty  of  diet. 


Dr.  Armstn 


lever,  that  is,  where  inflammation  of  some 
poi-ticular  organ  occurs,  witli  typhoid  fevxr 
is  now  more  prevalent,  and  the  .lungs  ov 
hver  are  generally  the  parts  influenced. 
1 his  I attribute  to  indiscretion  in  livimr 
and  want  of  flannels.  ® 


Many  instances  of  such  liave  occuired. 
It  very  ofleu  occiu-s,  that  I cannot  with 
safety  exliibit  the  necessary  medicines, 
in  consequence  of  the  total  want  of  proper 
clothing  and  nourishment. 


Very  many,  certainly. 


Yes ; the  constant  use  of  potatoes. 


Potatoes,  used  exclusively,  tends  to  pro- 
mote disease ; in  the  winter  season,  tlie  ex- 
treme poor  live  entirely  on  them,  not 
being  able  to  procure  milk. 


I find  vciy  frequently  that  the  vegetable 
lood  (potatoes  clnefly)  is  extremeh-  hurtful 
to  many  wlio  are  wholly  unable,  from  their 
limited  means,  nay,  total  want  of  means 
to  alter  their  food,  even  to  the  less  hurtful 
vegetable  meal. 


very  great  excess. 


Ai'dent  spiiits  are  freely  drank, 
coui'se  must  tend  to  excite  disease, 
practice  is  on  the  hicrease. 


The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  al 
aU  times  prevailed ; and  I am  sinccrelv 
Sony  to  say  it  is  considerably  on  the  in- 
crease. 


•greatest  poverty. 


Generally  speaking,  destitute  of  every 
neccssaiy  comfort. 


— . uutuemig  on 

comfort  m any  house ; but  I must  soy 
much  more  could  be  done  by  even  slight 
the  part  of  the  inmates  to  lie  more  clcanJj" 

I appear,  amongst  tlie  lower  order,  they  have 
redilcction  for  filth.  The  clothes,  food  and 
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ULSTER— Cavan. 

Cootehill  Dispensary. 

.Crossdoney  Dispensary. 

Killesbandra  Dispensary. 

M.  Welsh,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

J.  Sheridan,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Alexander  Finlay,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

There  have  been,  latterly,  rather  less 
fevers  j but  -BUthin  the  last  ten  days,  many 
cases  of  cholera,  principally  among  thepoor. 

I do  not  think  they  were  confined  to 
any  particular  type. 

I have  observed  that  simple  fevers  among 
the  poor  are  very  apt  to  put  on  a typhoid 
character,  and  this  I attribute  most  fi'e- 
quently  to  a complete  inattention  to  clean- 
liness and  ventilation. 

I have  often,  dming  the  last  fifteen  years, 
found  many  diseases  brought  on  by  tlie 
very  unwholesome  food,  which  is,  prin- 
cipally, nothing  but  potatoes. 

Not  many,  consideiing  the  numbers, 
but  I have  certainly  met  with  some  such 
cases. 

1 cannot  remember  having  met  with  anv 
such  cases,  where  I could  attribute  the  ex- 
istence of  disease  to  unwholesome  diet 
solely,  but  in  many  constitutions  predis- 
posed to  peculiar  diseases,  the  use  of  such 
diet  has  frequently  elicited,  and  afterwards 
kept  up,  disease. 

I have  ^ways  thought  the  potato  diet  of 
this  country  conducive  to  disease. 

' No. 

The  almost  exclusive  use  of  potatoes  has 
in  many  peculiar  eases  been  promotive  of 
disease. 

It  does  hot  prevail  to  any  extent  here, 
and  1 conceive  the  practice  is  very  much 
on  the  decline. 

It  does  not  prevail  to  excess,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  is  not  on  the  increase. 

i 

1 do  iiotthinkthepoorinthisdistrietare 
much  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
I should  be  inclined  to  say  such  practice  is 
not  by  any  means  on  tlie  increase. 

‘In'  general  their  food  not  good,_  clothes 
and  bedding,  furniture  and  ventilation,  and 
other  comforts  but  very  middling  with  the 
very  poor ; but  1 believe  the  other  class  of 
poor  not  very  bad. 

Some  tolerably  comfortable,  but  the  ' 
majority  of  them  not  so ; and  this,  in  most 
instances,  evidently  caused  by  indolence 
on  their  own  part. 

In  general  the  clothii^  of  the  pooriuithis 
district  is  very  scanty  and  bad,  their  food 
unwholesome,  and  their  comforts  as  tq.  bed- 
ding, furniture,  &c.,  but  small  and  of  .bad 
description.  / 

• ULSTER — Cavan. 

Mountnugent  Dispensary. 

Mullaugh  Dispensary. 

Swanlinbar  Dispensary. 

Charles  Halpin,  E^q.,  Surgeon. 

— 

William  Maxwell  Wade,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Cliicfly  low  typhoid  fever.  Cold,  wet 
- arid  miserable  food. 

Some  seasons  of  tlie  year  fever  rages 
more ; I attribute  it  to  want,  and  the 
constant  intercourse  with  each  other  is  the 
cause  of  its  spreading  throughout  the 
country. 

repeatedly  visited  houses  wherefrom  six  to 
when  in  a convalescent  state,  patients  have 

Fevers  have  assumed  the  very  woi'st  cha- 
racter; 1st,  from  patients’  fiienils  not  applyiiig  lbr 
relief  in  time ; 2dly,  from  want  of  care,  tltere  being  no 
hospital  within  22  miles  to  remove  the  afflicted  to,  aiiil 
thereby  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  which  in 
many  instances  has  been  most  dreadful;  I have 
eight  individuals  have  been  suffering  from  disease;  and 
; not  the  means  of  procuring  proper  nourishment. 

• They  have  no  choice  of  food  generally 
• speaking;  they  must  live  on  potatoes  and 
- spring  water,  or  die,  for  few  ot  tlie  poor  in 
my  &trict  can  furnish  as  much  salt  “ as 
would  stand  prologue  to  an  egg  and  butter.” 

I have  met  with  some  cases  where  ill- 
ness was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  food 
and  raiment,  whose  health  was  restored  by 
timely  medical  md,  without  which  they 
could  not  have  recovered. 

Yes. 

Anh^vered  above. 

I am  of  opinion  the  constant  use  of  po- 
tatoes (perliaps  bad),  without  any  other 
food,  in  a great  degree,  is  tlie  cause  of  ' 
disease. 

Yes;  potatoes,  as  inducing  dyspepsia. 

It  does,  to  an  extraordinary  extent. 

Some  years  back  spirits  were  more  used 
than  at  present ; I think  they  are  consi- 
derably on  the  decrease. 

The  people  in  this  part  of  the  country  are 
not  particularly  addicted  to  the  use  of 
whiskey ; I am  happy  to  say  that  the  con- 
sumption of  it  is  on  the  decline. 

Most  miserable;  lam  often  obliged  to  1 generally  find  the  poor  deficient  in  1 have  in  m.-my  instances  found  the  paHents  to 

food,  ol.tlm*  o„d  bodiiog;;  ip  foot,  of  J 

for  c otog  .ndllooikote  and  food  b.t  d>o  eveoy  comfort.  5 Si"  "Lfim,.  oBll.  o.«n  mrf.il. 

for  straw  to  put  under  them  as  beds.  ^ tnittermilk,  bedding  in  many  cases  consisting  of  either  sti  aw  or  hay  laid  on  the  ground,  orafev 

sticks  sunnorted  on  stones  to  Tsuse  it  from  the  damp  floor;  bedclothes  among  the  very  poor  are  scarcely  known,  at  least  any  c°«nng  o 
IhMsorl  1 have  icon,  hardly  deservei  the  name;  they  generally  lie  in  the  same  clolhes  irorn  during  the  day;  halt  a dozen  articles  of  furniture,  inc) 
arc  averse  to  ventilation ; very  little  comfort  of  any  sort. 
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Virginia  Dispensary. 

Ballyshannon  Dispensary. 

Carndonagli  Di.speiisary. 

John  M.  AtMns,  Esq.^  m.  ». 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Alexander  fFi'/iWi,  Esq.,  m.r.c.s.l. 

Theii'  fevers  are  of  the  typhoid  and  astlie- 
niefomi.  To  want  of  the  necessary  nutri- 
ment ; to  wont  of  clothes  and  ventDation : 
and  to  filtii. 

Not  for  some  years. 

We  experienced  a good  many  contagions 
diseases  diiringtJie  year  1832,  but  they  have 
subsided  since  that  period.  The  cause  must 
be  attributed  to  real  poverty. 

Very  frequently. 

Disease  has  been  brought  on  for  want 
of  proper  food ; but  when  it  did  occur, 
medicine  was  required. 

Have  found  very  many  instances,-  for 
■\vant  of  proper  nutritious  food. 

I have.  Many  of  them  live  solely  on  a 
scanty  supply  of  potatoes  and  cabbages, 
•with  a little  salt;  never  tasting  animal 
food,  and  very  seldom  butter-milk. 

Bad ; salt  fish. 

Have  found,  in  very  many  instances, 
where  unwholesqrrie  food  has  been  very 
detrimental  ti)  health. 

It  does  not. 

It  is  not  on  the  increase. 

Does  not  prevail  to  a great  extent  ;i  and 
am  of  opinion  that  it  js  d)i  the  dei^rease., . 

Destitute,  for  the  most  part,  of  clothes, 
food,  bedding,  fximiture,  ventilation  and 
almost  every  comfort  except  firing,  there 
being  good  supply  of  tnrbaiy  in  this  dis- 
trict. 

Very  bad. 

In  a wretched  had  state  as  to  elolhes, 
food,  bedding  and  fiimitnrc,  when  called 
iipon  to  attend  them.  ! 

ULSTER— Donegal. 


Clondahorkey  and  Raymunterdoney* 
Dispensary. 

Clonderadagh  and  Killygarvan 
Dispensary. 

Clonleigh  Dispensary. 

— 

W.  F.  G-ruebe^-,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Wm.  John  Greer,  Esq.,  Ji.n. 

Fevers  have  assumed  a bad  type  among 
ihe.  poorer  classes,  inconsequence  of  a pre- 
judice they  have  against  the  removal  of 
linen,  &c.  and  a general  want  of  cleanliness 
otherwise. 

Some  months  before  the  dispensary  was 
established,  dysentery  prevailed  to  an 
alarming  extent  in  many  of  the  villages  of 
this  district ; but  I have  only  seen  seven 
cases  of  it,  and  none  of  them  severe.  There 
have  been  03)ly  two  cases  of  typhus  fever. 

There  have  not  for  the  last  three  years, 
witli  the  exception  of  the  catarrhal  fever 
of  summer  last. 

I have  met  frequently  many  cases. 

but  in  many 
might  have ' 
tage.  Potat 
use ; and  to 
of  stomach  c 

I have  not  seen  any  particular  disease 
brought  on  by  waait  of  proper  sustenance ; 
of  the  stomach  complaints  a change  of  food 
been  substituted  for  medicine  with  advan- 
ces are  almost  the  only  article  of  food  in 
this  may  be  attributed  the  great  number 
omplaints. 

In  many  eases  whei'e  I have  attended, 
1 am  certain  diseases  have  originated- from 
the  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  i({fe, 
viz.,  food,  fuel  and  shelter. 

• 1 have  found  vegetable  food  promotive 
of  disease  amongst  the  poor. 

Answered  above. 

Since  the  exportation  of  corn  has  in- 
creased to  so  great  an  extent  in  this  dis- 
trict, potatoes  are  the  principal  food  of  tlie 
poor,  which  leads  me  to  account  for  the  in- 
crease of  stomach  diseases. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  exists ; but  I 
consider  'it  on  die  decrease. 

I have  not  obseived  that  the  people  in- 
dulge particularly  in  the  use  of  spbits. 

I am  not  aware  that  ardeiit  spirits  arc 
used  to  an  excessive  degree  among  the 
poor. 

For  the  most  part  in  a veiy  wretched 
condition,  and  want  of  ordinary  comforts. 
Food  bad,  furniture  and  bedding  defective ; 
ventilation  too  mtich. 

The  people  are  in  genei'ol  better  sup- 
plied with  clotliing,  &c.  than  I have  seen 
them  in  other  parts  of  the  country  ; but 
have  not  the  least  idea  of  the  comfoit  and 
utilility  of  cleanliness,  ventilation,  &c. 

'I'he  poor  of  the  lowest  class  are  in  a 
most  wretched  state,  generally  speaking ; 
the  whole  family  having  hut  one  bed,  and 
that  of  the  worst  dc'seription 
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Culdaif  Dispensary. 

Donegal  Disjiensary. 

Donaughmore  Dispensary. 

— 

Michael  Mulreany,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

James  IJohnes,  Esq.,  Suxgeon. 

, We>liave  latterly  had  very  few  cases  of 
epidemical  diseases  ; where  foiToerly  they 
did  exist,  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  bad  diet, 
and  occasionally  to  absolute  want. 

Fevers  have  not  prevaUed  to  any  extent 
here,  but  the  district  was  visited  by  cho- 
lera 12  months  ago ; about  20  died,  chiefly 
of  the  lower  orders. 

Fevers  have  not  been  general  for  the 
past  year ; influenza  prevailed  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1833,  but  has  since  abated. . 

I have  no  doubt  but  tiiat  medicines 
might  have  been  dispensed  with  occasiou- 
ally,  could  w'holesome  food  have  been  pro- 
cured. 

A great  many  diseases  arc  attributable  to 
want,  and  in  all  such  cases  I look  upon 
medicines  as  a dangerous  remedy  imtil 
• want  be  firet  relieved. 

Chronic  diseases  are  very  prevalentj  oc- 
casioned by  low  diet  and  bad  clotiiing. 

, Tlio  excessive  use  of  potatoes  and  salt 
henings  have  often  contributed  to  produce 
disease. 

The  food  in  use  with  the  poor  possesses 
so  voiy  little  nutrition,  that  to  support 
life  it  must  be  taken  in  large  quantities 
at  each  meal,  whereby  the  stomach  is 
overloaded  and  the  tone  of  the  digestive 
oigans  much  impaired. 

Potatoes  arc  the  general  food  of  the  poor 
of  this  neighbourhood,  which,  when  too 
frequently  used,  cause  dyspepsia. 

It  does  not  at  present,  and  has  been  lat- 
terly ra&ex  on  the  decline. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  prevail  in  tills  district. 

The  use  of  ardent  spiiifs  is  rather  on  the 
decrease. 

. . :Thc.  state  of  the  clotlies,  bedding,  &c., 
has . been  latterly  much  improved,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  ladies'  loan  shops, 
hut  ventilation,  is  lamentably  deficient, 
from  the  enormous  price  of  glass. 

In  almost  all  cases  they  are  destitute  of 
sufficient  bedding  and  clothes,  hut  theii- 
houses  are  thoroughly  ventOated,  from  a 
want  of  doors  and  windows  to  preclude 
the  storm. 

They  are  generally  deficient  in  clothes, 
furniture  and  necessary  comforts;  pota- 
toes, their  principal  support,  are  abuntoit. 

ULSTER—Donegal. 

Drumholm  Dispensary. 

Fahan  Dispensary. 

Glencolumbkill  Dispensary. 

Win.  Thompson,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

- I.  d.0  not  .consider  that  fevers  or  epidemics 
havj?'  .assumed  any  particular  type  among 
'me  .poorer  classes  here. 

case  of  fever  or  other  epidemical  disc; 
we  have  been  saturated  by  rain  for  a 
will  no  doubt  soon  be  witnessed.  ,Ci 

Fevers  assume  tlie  tjqihus  type  in  all 
classes,  whether  poor  or  otheiwise.  In  ^ 
the  tlivee  extensive  parishes  under  our  i 
! care,  %ve  Iiave  not  at  the  pmsent  period  a 
ase ; a most  unusual  circumstance,  though 
protracted  period,  the  bad  effects  of  which 
Dntagion  induces  most  of  our  fevers. 

I caimot  say  I discovered  any  epidemic 
since  my  anival  here ; I had  one  cas?  of 
malignant  cholera  last  year,  wliich  proved 
fatal  in  a few  hours ; antecedent  or  subse- 
quent to  wliich  not  a single  case  appeai'ed. 

I have  experienced  in  many  instances, 
where  disease  has  been  brought  on  from 
the  want  of  pi-oper  sustenance,  and  where 
proper  food  would  havebeen  of  the  greatest 
assistance  to  medicine. 

I cannot  say  that  actual  disease  was  hi- 
dueed  by  waut  of  proper  sustenance ; but 
I am  certain  that  oatmeal  often  would  he 
preferable  to  medicine,  wliile  a spoonful 
of  wine  would  exceed  all  other  remedies  i 
typhus.  Often  liave  we  expended  21.  on 
prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent.  We  cam 

In  many  instances  Ihave  no  doubt  disease 
lias  originated  in  the  deficiency  of  whole- 
some and  nutritious  food  and  raiment.- 

m the  last  stage  of 
wine  when  fevers 
lot  do  so  now. 

The  poor  in  my  district  have  no  variety 
of  food  potatoes  and  salt,  and  occasionally 
siilt-fi.sli,  form  their  chief  fare,  which  pro- 
mote scrofula  and  dyspepsia,  with  all  tlicii’ 
wretched  tinin  of  symptoms. 

The  observations  (5)  decidedly  induce 
stomach  affections  and  cutaneous  disor- 
ders. Itch  very  commonly  prevails ; yet 
with  all  these  disadvantages  in  diet  tliey 
are  strangers  to  some  of  the  most  honid  dis 
in  tlie  bladder,  diabetes.  In  nearly  15  •; 
met  with  a case  of  the  former,  and  ouly  om 

Chief  food  in  tills  country  among  the  in- 
liahitants  generally  consists  of  potatoes) 
and  sometimes  hi  summer  a little  fish. 

eases,  as  stone 
years  I never 
D of  the  latter. 

The  use  of  spirits  does  not  prevail  to  any 
great  extent ; the  consumption,  however, 
h.as  increased  witliin  the  last  five  years. 

It  does  not ; the  practice  is  on  the  de- 
crease; dbtillation  is  extmet;  affidavit 
men  more  numerous;  a disposition  to 
drink  malt  liquor.  Formerly  very  little 
of  this  most  wliolesome  beverage  was  con- 
sumed, now  it  comes  to  our  village  in 
large  (|uantities. 

Not  to  that  extent  latterly  as  iu  former 
years ; consequently  I would  affirm  de- 
creasing. 

I have  found  the  poor  at  thrir  o^vn 
houses  very  deficient  m every  thing  con- 
nected with  tills  query. 

Ihc  more  coinfotl»1)lc  the  imlivi.Uml.  Those  wh 

This  must  bo  answered  by  tlirowing  the 
population  into  three  classes.  Those  who 
pay  10?.  per  aiuium  rent  are  in  comfort- 
able civcuinstances;  the  higher  the  rent, 

n pays/,  rent  have  Ibernmmoii  nectaries  ot  life,  at  bcd'i. 

In  general  most  wretchedly-  misei'able, 
including  all  the  comforts  specified  in  this 
query. 

beddiPET.  Ac.,  but  mill  thes<-  UsI  riinliUtloii  is 
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Killybegs  Dispensary. 

Kilmacronan  Dispensary. 

Moville  Dispensary. 

— 

John  Hunter,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

John  Irmne,  Esq.,  Sui^eon.  b.n. 

No,  with  the  exception  of  diarrhcea, 
which  has  occasionally  assumed  an  epide- 
mic form,  caused,  I am  inclined  to  think, 
by  wet  seasons,  and  sometimes  unwhole- 
some food. 

1 Fevers,  or  epidemics,  assume  a particu- 

• -lar  type  among  the  poorer  class  from  warn 
. ofpropercare,  ventUation,  cleanliness,  anc 

• m some  cases,  by  the  use  of  spirits  and  ba< 
food. 

- Mild  typhus  fever  frequently  prevails  as 

f an  epidemic,  and  becomes  contagious  from 
poverty  on  the  one  hand,  and  want  of  clean 
1 Imess  on  the  other. 

Several ; wholesome,  nutritious  food  woulc 
be  a good  adjuvant  to  medicine. 

t I know  that  diseases  are  frequently  pro- 

duced here  by  want  of  proper  sustenance, 
bad  clothing,  and  although  a change  of  re- 
gimen is  useful,  medicine  is  in  ahnost  all 
such  cases  necessary. 

Very  seldom  indeed. 

Dried  fi.sh,  ill  saved,  and  potatoes,  are 
mostly  promotive  of  disease  in  this  district. 

The  food  generally  low,  and  may  pro- 
mote some  of  the  complaints  prevalent 
among  them. 

The  food  used  by  the  poor  I consider 
contributes  to  promote  stomach  complaints, 
and  occasionally  a tendency  to  dropsy. 

Much  is  still  consumed,  but  I tlrink  not 
so  much  as  formerly. 

• Less  than  usual,  and  the  practice  not  on 
the  inci’ease. 

It  does  not;  I think  the  excessive  use 
of  ardent  spirits  is  on  the  decrease. 

In  wliat  I consider  poor,  but  with  which 
they  appear  content,  being  that  to  wliich 
they  have  always  been  accustomed. 

In  a miserable  state  in  general  for 
clothes,  food,  bedding,  fm-niture,  ventila- 
tion, and  neeessaiy  comforts,  owing  more 
to  natural  habits  than  from  aTjsolnfe 
want  of  means. 

I have  found  the  poor,  on  visiting  them 
at  tlieir  own  houses,  exceedingly  destitute 
of  clothes,  bedding  and  many  necessary 
comforts ; but  in  general  they  arc  tolci-ably 
well  supplied  with  plain  foo3. 

ULSTER— Donegal. 

■ Pettigo  Dispensary.  I 

RapJioe  Dispensary,  I 

1 St.  J ohnstown  and  Ifewtowncunnin*''- 
ham  Dispensaries 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— 

•The  epidemics  here  have  not  assumed 
any.  particular  cliaracter. 

They  have  not. 

Yes,  generally  typhoid,  arising,  I am  of 
opinion,  from  the  extent  of  marshy  ground, 
the  want  of  cleanliness,  and  a more  gene- 
rous diet. 

I am  not  aware  that  the  food  which  the 
poor  of  this  parish  subsist  on  is  promotive 
of  any  disease. 

Such  instances  do  not  often  occur;  whole- 
some food  might  frequently  he  beneficially 
supplied  witli,  but  could  seldom  be  substi- 
tuted for,  medicine. 

Better  food  than  that  generally  used 
would,  in  many  iiisUnces,  prove  more  use- 
tul  tlian  medicine. 

f milk  are  their  principal 

A strictly  vegetable  diet,  consisting  alto- 
gether of  potatoes,  is  promotive  of  disease. 

Salted  fisli  (espeduUy  hen-ing)  constitut- 
ing a large  proportion  of  their  diet,  confri- 
bute  much  to  the  diseases  of  the  stomach 
and  skin. 

_ Dram  drinking  is  rather  on  the  decrease 
m this  parish. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  prevail  in  this  district,  and  I believe 
such  practice  to  be  on  the  decrease. 

Not  to  any  gi'cat  extent  at  present,  it 
being  rather  on  the  decrease. 

- parish  are  very  indif- 

lerendy  circumstanced  as  to  clotliincr  and 
every  other  comfort. 

Frequently  in  a very  destitute  state. 

Generally  in  a state  requiring  relief. 
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Stianorlar  and  Glenfirm  Dispensary. 

Templecroan  and  Lettermacward 
Dispensary. 

Ballymacarret  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

W.  L Gilliland,  Esq.,  m.d. 

John  Scott,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Fevers  have  not  assumed  any  particular 
type. 

Tliere  lias  not  been  any  epideroic 
disease  in  diia  district  of  late. 

Epidemics,  in  my  opinion,  have  not  as- 
sumed a particular  type  among  the  poor. 

Actual  disease  lias  . sometimes  l)e<m 
brought  bn  by  want  of  proper  food,  associ- 
ated with  inattention  to  their  alvihe  func- 
tions. In  these  cases,  rood  food,  with  inedi- 
cal  assistance,  wonl'dbe  very  beneficially 
administered. 

In  many  cases  the  constant  use  of  one 
kind  of  food,  and  that  often  of  a very  in- 
ferior description,  has  certainly  been  the 
appai'ent  cause  of  disease  ; and  in  many  of 
these  and  other  cases  a judicious  regimen 
of  nutritious  diet  would,  if  not  effect  a cure, 
at  least  assist  very  materially. 

I have  frequently  felt  the  want  of  whole- 
some food  as  an  auxiliary  to  medicine,  and 
in  many  instances  it  might  be  substituted 
for  it. 

Potatoes  and  salt  fisli,  viz.,  heirings. 

In  some  districts 'the  excessive  use  of 
salted  fish  undoubtedly  produces  various 
diseases,  particularly  diseases  of  the  skin, 
and  promotes  scrophula,  wliich  prevails 
very  much. 

The  pork  parings  so  much  in  use  among 
the'^oor  I believe  to  be  the  frequent  cause 
of  common  cholera,  dysenteiy  and  diar- 
: thcea. 

, The  use  of  ai'deut  spirits  prevails  to  a 
g^eat  Hegree;  and  I think  it  on  the  in- 
crease. 

There  certainly  is  an  excessive  abuse  of  ' 
ardent  spirits ; but  there  is  a_  difference  of 
opinion  whether  it  is  on  the  increase. 

This  evil  prevails  to  the  same  alamung 
extent  in  tins  as  in  all  other  districts  of  our 
country,  and  will  continue  to  he  the  fruit- 
ful source  of  beggary,  disease  and  crime, 
so  long  as  it  is  permitted  to  be  used  and 
sold  as  a common  beverage. 

As  to  food,  clothes,  &c.,  I have  in  all 
cases  found  the  poor  deficient. 

I have  generally  found  them  in  a most 
•wi-etched  state  for  clothes  (particularly 
bed-clothcs) ; food,  except  potatoes,  they 
have  none;  scarcely  any  mruiture;  but 
them  houses  generally  well  ventilated,  and 
great  abundance  of  fuel. 

Many  of  the  poor  are  very  badly  off  as 
to  clotliing,  bedding,  fm'niture  and  every 
otlrer  comfort.  Food  of  the  very  worst 
description.  Ventilation  is  genemfly  good. 

ULSTER^Dowk. 


. ' Banbridge  Dispensary. 

Bangor  Dispensary. 

Castlewellan  Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Treasui’er  and  Medical  Attendant. 

James  Hunter,  Esq.,  ii.  n. 

The  fevers  in  this  district  among  tire 
poor  are  mostly  of  the  typhoid  type ; this 
is  greatly  attributable  to  the  climate  arid 
therr  employments,  which  are  chiefly  in 
the  manufacture  of  linen. 

This  district  is  exempt  in  a remarkable 
d^ee  from  fever. 

I have  not  observed  that  epidemic  dis- 
eases have  been  more  fatal  among  the 
poorer  than  the  richer  classes,  but  cer- 
tainly more  liable  to  spread,  from  slovenly 
iiabits  and  intercourse. 

It  very  rarely,  indeed,  occurs  that  in  this 
district  disease  originates  from  want  of  sus- 
tenance ; many  of  the  diseases  of  the  poor 
are  relieved  by  nutritious  and  wholesome 
food  more  than  by  medichre. 

Not  many. 

1 have  seen  very  many  such  instances. 

The  food  in  general  use  are  potatoes, 
oatmeal,  milk  and  butter. 

No.  A mendicity  society  in  this  parish 
pays  great  attention  to  the  poor. 

The'exclusive,  or  almost  exclusive  use 
of  potatoes  without  a due  proportion  of 
animal  food,  certainly  produces  dyspepsia 
and  its  numerous  sequelee. 

1 The  abuse  of  ardent  spirits  prevail;  and 

Ardent  spirits  are  much  used ; 1 fear  the 
practice  is  on  the  increase. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  on  the  de- 
crease. 

and  from  the  great  increase  of  liceusea 
houses  for  tempting  tlie  loM’er  orders  to  tins 
vice,  I fear  it  is  on  the  increase. 

Much  attention  is-paid  to  the  condition 
of  the  poor,  who  are  as  well  taken  care  of, 
and  therefore  as  (if  not  more)  comfortable 
than  in  other  parts  of  Ireland. 

In  general  pretty  good. 

i 

Many  cases  of  great  destitution  and 
poverty  are  daily  witnessed,  clotlies,  pro- 
per food  and  bedding  being  generally  dch- 
oient,  and  in  the  more  mountainous  districts 
great  wretchedness  in  tlio  cabins  of  the 
poor. 
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Dromore  Dispensary. 

Hillsborough  Dispensaiy. 

Hollywood  Dispensan'. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

J’.A’’.  Moorhead,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

JR.  0.  M'Kittriclc,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

TJiey  do  not  assume  any  particular  type, 
l)ut  continue  longer  and  more  invetei-ate 
from  want  of  proper  sul)sisteirce. 

In  part  of  tile  adjoiniiig  parish  of  Blaris, 
in  the  lino  of  the  Canal  Logan  Navigation, 
a low  continued  fever  very  generally  jire- 
vails ; the  cabins  are  low  and  small*,  with 
windows  unfit  for  ventilation. 

not  more  than  five  persona  who  were  on  t 

Fevers  take  place  more  frecjuently,  and  arc  more 
pi-one  to  assume  the  typhoid  type  among  the  ]xior  than 
the  rich,  which  is  generally  .attrilrated  to  the  defi- 
ciency of  comforts,  and  fi-om  whole  families  of  fioin 
six  to  ten,  and  sometimes  more,  bciug  obliged  to  sleep 
in  one  small  apartment.  Epidemic  cholera  had  the 
same  type  m poor  and  rich,  and  it  may  be  remarked 
he  ration  list  of  the  Mendicity  Society  suffered  from  it. 

In  many  cases. 

I am  of  opinion,  I liave  observed  several 
cases  where  actual  disease  was  brought  on 
by  exposure  to  cold  and  wet ; by  want  of 
pvoperclotlics,  not  sustenance ; I think  food 
or  medicine  cannot  be  fairly  substituted  for 
each  other. 

The  former  lias  very  rarclv  occiUTed  and 
not  lately;,  and  I very  often  prescribe 
wholesome  food,  sometimes  in  conjunction 
with  and  sometimes  without  medicines. 

We  are  not  aware  of  airy  particular  kind 
of  food,  jn-omotive  of  disease,  in  general  use 
amongst  the  poor. 

Generally  speaking,  I have  not  in  this 
district ; potatoes  and  oatmeal  are  those 
generally  used  by  the  poor  in  this  place,  and 
when  good  are  not  pi-omotive  of  disease. 

I am  not  aware  of  any. 

iVe  are  not  of  opinion  that  the  excessive 
usp  of  ardent  spiiits  is  on  the  increase  in  this 
distj'ict ; hut  regret  that  the  vice  still  con- 
siderahly  prevails. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  it  prevails  too 
much,  aud  i think  it  is  on  the  increase,  botli 
from  my  own  observation  and  from  hearing 
the  licenses  are  considerably  increased  in 
number  here  latterly. 

Comparatively  speaking,  it  does  not,  and 
is  on  the  decrease. 

In  general  very  had. 

Generally  in  a bad  state ; sometimes  with- 
out any  bedding  save  straw,  and  even  that 
bad  and  tvorn  out;  btit  industrious  poor, 
who  do  not  take  spmts,  tobacco  and  tea, 
are  otherwise. 

1 

ULSTER— Dow. 


ICnockbreda  Dispensary. 

Rathfryland  Dispensary. 

Warren])oint  & Rosstrovor  Dispensary. 

Mr.  George  M‘Clure,  Medical  Attendant. 

Samuel  Sican,  Esq.,  Suigeon. 

— 

The  bowel  complaints  of  last  yeai'  had 
decidedly  a cholera  tendency  ; and  all  feverish  affec- 
tions assume  the  typhoid  type,  owing  to  the  low  and 
damp  situation  of  Ballymacanet  in  particular,  and 
to  the  want  of  proper  nourishment  and  clothing. 

inEnffS 

During  the  last  three  years,  I liave  found 
in^y  attacks  of  typhus  fever  aud  other 
epidemics,  but  could  not  attribute  them  to 
any  known  causes. 

lo'whkriE 

ved  In  those  unhesUby'^stricIs”'’  Chofft"ai>pM° 

Fevers  and  cpidemieswhen  introduced  into 
my  district  have  gcncrnlly  assumed  a low  typhoid 
cliaractcr,  which  I attribute  to  the  want  ofvcutilation, 
proper  food  anil  other  necessaries.  Intermittent  fever 
has  been  const.iiitly  a subject  of  treatment  at  this 
liarvesj,  in  hopcs^io  be  able  w make  up  their  renlb>'*Uio''h!(:h 

The  majority  of  the  cases  have  been  caused 
by  the  want  of  proper  sustenance  of  whole- 
some food  and  good  clothing. 

I have  experienced  some  few  instances 
where  disease  has  been  brought  on  by  want 
of  proper  sustenance,  and  many  wheie 
wiiolesome  food  might  liavo  been  benefi- 
cially substituted  for  modiciue. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  case  in  which 
disease  has  been  brought  on  by  actual  want 
of  I'ood ; but  I have  seen  very  many  indeed 
in  which  a well-rcgiilutod  nourishing  diet 
would  liave  proved  much  more  efficacious 
than  any  medicine  I could  prescribe. 

I cannot  say  I have,  witli  the  exception 
of  a species  of  flummery  obtained  at  the 
starch  works,  which  has  a tendency  to  bring 
on  diarrhoea.  ' 

Nq. 

_ The  food  of,  the  lower  chisses  here  con- 
sists almost  solely  of  potatoes,  aud  when  tliia 
vegetable  is  of  an  inferior  or  unwliolesomo 
sort  (as  happened  last  season),  it  will,  when 
thus  constautly  used,  almost  infallibly  jiro- 
duce  stomach  complaints  of  a more  or  less 
aggravated  description. 

I consider  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  on  the 
decliue. 

It  does  prevail ; I do  not  think  it  in- 
creashig. 

It  does  to  a great  degree,  aud,  so  far  as  I 
can  judge,  is  on  the  inciease  decidedly. 

Extremely  bad  in  ahnost  all  cases. 

0-5- 

Generally  in  a very  wretched  state  as  to 
clothes,  food,  bedding,  furniture,  and  parti- 
cularly ventilation ; the  latter  of  wliich  1 
always  prevail  on  them  to  remedy  as  much 
as  possible. 

3 B 

The  persons  recommended  as  dispensaiy 
patients  at  tlieir  own  liouses  arc  generally 
destitute  of  all  comforts  of  life,  and  coni- 
l>letely  imiorant  of  the  iieccfisity  of  ventila- 
tion or  cleanlinoss  in  their  dwellings. 
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Brookborough  and  Magherastephana 
Dispensary. 

Churclihill  Dispensary. 

Holy  Well  Dispensary. 

John  West,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

James  Wilkin,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

John  Fogarty,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Thei-e  has  been  no  epidemic  of  late ; the 
general  form  of  fever  here  is  typhoid,  and 
is  sometimes  to  be  traced  to  contagion. 

We  have  had  no  epidemics. 

They  have  not. 

Very  few  cases  tliat  1 have  attended 
for  the  last  three  years  could  be  attributed 
to  want  of  food. 

Not  any. 

Many  such  cases. 

I have  not;  potatoes  beii^  their  principal 
food,  are  very  wholesome. 

No. 

I have  not. 

It  does  not  prevail  to  any  excess  here, 
and  is  I thnik  on  the  decline. 

Not  so  much  as  it  did  formerly. 

It  does  prevail,  and  is  on  the  increase. 

In  many  cases,  clothes  a bundle  of  rags ; 
bedding  as  bad ; no  fumiture ; food  pota- 
toes, and  latterly  in  plenty. 

In  general  very  wretched  in  every  re- 
spect. 

In  general  in  a very  poor  state. 

ULSTER — Fermanagh. 


Kesh  Dispensary. 

Maguiresbridge  and  Lisnaskea 
Dispensary. 

Rosslea  Dispensary.  • 

W.  Johnston,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

ThomasM’Neece,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  r.  n. 

- Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Not  generally,  except  when  inflamma- 
tory fevers  are  neglected,  and  then  assume 
the  typhus  appearance. 

Nervous  fevers,  attended  with  catarrhal 
affectioirs,  prevalent  at  present,  a,nd  in- 
creased in  consequence  of  the  humidity  of 
the  atmosphere. 

I cannot  say  fevers  or  epidemics  have  as- 
sumed any  particular  type. 

No ; but  I have  met  with  several  cases 
where  recoveries  have  been  delayed  by  want 
of  proper  susteirance  or  wholesome  food. 

Several  instances  (in  my  opinion)^ brought 
on,  of  stomach  and  bowel  complaints,  for 
want  of  proper  sustenmree. 

I cannot  say  I have  experienced  many 
instances  where  disease  has  been  brought 
: on  for  want  of  proper  sustenance ; but  cases 
i have  oecm-red  among  the  poor  where  whole- 
1 some  food  might  very  beneficially  be  sub- 
1 stitnted  for  medicine. 

Continued  use  of  ill  dressed  vegetables 
produces  dyspepsia. 

Tire  constant  use  of  potatoes  as  food  has 
been  productive  of  disease. 

I cannot  say  I have. 

I am  not  aware  of  a general  excessive  use 
of  ardent  spirits ; it  has  been  on  the  decrease 
since  the  use  of  beer. 

It  does,  to  a considerable  extent;  but 
not  so  much  as  hitherto. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  prevail  in  our  district,  and  1 conceive 
such  practice  is  on  the  decrease. 

Very  bad. 

In  all  tliese  particulars  deficient, 

Wlien  called  on  to  attend  the  poor  at  tlieir 
own  houses,  I have  found  tlrem  almost  des- 
titute of  every  necessary  comfort,  wanting 
clotlres,  sometimes  food,  bedding,  furniture 
and  ventilation. 
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Aghadoey  Dispensary. 

Bellaghy  Dispensary. 

Dungiven  Dispensary. 

George  Fullm-ton,  Esq.,  at.  d. 

John  Farrell,  Esq.,  ai.  d. 

William  Moore,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

No. 

restoration  of  health.  I 
two  in  another  in  a sma 
the  sods  of  earth  from  ti 

Fevers  occasionally  assume  a typhoii 
type,  but  generally  do  well ; our  mortality 
is  small,  scarcely  three  per  cent,  under  cir 
eumstancesapparently  very  unfavourable  t( 
have  seen  three  fever  patients  in  one  bed,  anc 
11  room,  only  ventilated  by  my  daily  removins 
lie  holes  which  were  intended  for  windows. 

I Fever,  although  prevailing  to  a conaider- 
' able  extent  in  winter,  has  not  for  many 
years  been  epidemic,  and  is  of  no  particular 
) ^pe ; its  causes,  every  one  is  aware,  aro 
‘ damp,  low  living  and  uncleanliness. 

The  average  would  not  be  gi-eater  thai 
is  found  in  the  middle  or  higher  grades  o 
•society. 

1 Yes;  I have  seen  some  cases  where  piu- 
f pr  food  and  w'ine  would  have  averted  the 
fatal  termination. 

I have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  three- 
! fourtlis  of  the  diseases  under  which  tlic  poor 
suffer  ai-e  caused  by  -want  of  proper  suste- 
nance and  clothing,  which  latter  would  in 
very  many  cases  be  infinitely  more  useful 
to  the  wetched  sufferers  than  medicine. 

I would  mention  onions  and  salted  her- 
ring which  the  poor  eat  much  in  this  parish 

I am  inclined  to  attribute  the  prevalence 
. of  dysp^tic  affections  to  bad  food,aud  more 
especially  to  the  general  use  of  the  potatoes 
called  '“'cups,”  which  are  difficult  of  diges- 
tion. 

Their  chieffood  being  potatoes, if  theyarc 
of  a bad  quality,  of  course  Ikey  suffer  very 
much. 

I have  no  reason  to  think  that  the  abuse 
of  ardent  spirits  prevails  in  this  parish ; nor 
do  I think  it  is  on  the  increase. 

s Ardent  mints  are  very  freely  used,  but 
' not  more  I think  than  in  other  districts. 
I have  resided  here  only  18  months,  con- 
sequently cannot  speak  positively  on  tliis 
point. 

Ardent  spirits  are  not  used  here  to  any 
extent,  but  the  disgusting  and  pernicious 
use  of  tobacco  is  generally  prevalent,  and  U 
a very  great  drawback  on  the  little  means 
of  the  poor. 

_ In  these  respects  I have  found  much  va- 
riety, some  having  comfortable  abodes  and 
otlrera  miserable. 

Frequently  most  wretchedly  poor  and 
deficient  as  to  clothes,  food,  furniture  and 
ventilation  especially;  thewindows,inmany. 
instances,  formed  of  sods ; fuel  isfortunately 
gener^y  attainable,  bog  being  plenty. 

I have  found  them  very  uncomfortable 
in  every  respect. 

ULSTER — Londonderry. 

Garvagh  Dispensary. 

Glendermott  Dispensary. 

Londonderry  Dispensary. 

Mathew  Rolinson,  Esq.,  Sui-geon. 

I John  Semple,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Alexander  Skipton,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

They  have  not. 

I cannot  state  that  fevers  or  epidemics 
liave  assumed  any  particular  type  since 
' 1817,  except  fixuuthe  usual  cliaiiges  of  the 
season. 

They  have  not. 

I cannot  at  this  instant  recal  to  my  recol- 
lection any  particular  case  of  the  kind ; 
but  the  impression  on  my  mind  is,  that 
much  disease  within  my  immediate  prac- 
tice might  and  would  have  been  prevented 
if  proper  and  nutritious  foodhad  been  within  | 
their  reach ; and  I am  quite  assm-ed  that  the  c 

I cannot  say  that  1 have  seen  many  cases 
whei-e  actual  disease  has  been  brought  on 
by  want  of  sustenance ; but  suitable  food 
might  be  very  often  and  beneficially  sub- 
stituted for  medicine. 

ook  would  be  the  best  doctor  in  many  cases. 

I have  not  experienced  many  such ; there 
are  several  charitable  institutions  in  tlio 
city  wliich  pi-ovide  for  the  wants  of  tlie 
very  poorest. 

Potatoes  or  potatoes  and  salted  herrings  is 
the  usual  food.  In  very  few  instances  do 
they  have  meat. 

I cannot  state  that  I have  found  any 
particular  kind  of  food  in  use  among  the 
poor  promotive  of  disease. 

I liave  not. 

T do  not  tliink  it  docs ; if  it  existed  to  any 
extent,  I would  have  no  doubt  it  would  in- 
jure and  impair  health. 

I do  not  think  that  the  use  of  ardent 
spii-its  prevails  to  excess  in  our  district,  ( 
nor  do  1 think  that  it  is  on  the  increase.  ( 

It  does  not ; tlierc  are  some  few  instances 
)f  confirmed  drunkards.  I tliink  tlie  use 
if  ardent  spirits  to  excess  is  on  the  decrease 
11  tills  district. 

In  almost  every  case  and  instance  most 
mxscrabie.  | 

1 

0.5. 

I liavc  -often  found  the  poor  in  the 
greatest  want  of  clothes,  suitable  food,  g 
)cdding,  furniture  and  other  necessai'y  j, 
■omforts,  when  visiting  them  at  their  own 
louses. 

3 B 2 

In  general  in  a tolerably  comfortable 
tate,  but  occasionally,  though  very  seldom, 
a a very  wretched  situation. 
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Lower  and  Upper  Cumber  Dispensary. 

Maghera  Dispensary. 

Magberafelt  Dispensary. 

John  Semple,  Esc^.,  Surgeon. 

— 

Robert  Evans, 'Esci;  m.d. 

I have  not  observed  that  fevers  or  other 
epidemics  have  assumed  any  particular 
tj-pe  since  1817,  except  from  the  usual 
changes  of  the  season. 

Pneumonic  and  typhus ; bad  clothing  and 
housing,  together  with  deficiency  of  suste- 
nance. 

Fevers  with  us  have  often  become  con- 
tagious, and  still  do  where  poverty  prevails; 
want  of  cleanliness,  change  of  bed  and  body 
clothes  and  despondency  may  contribute 
to  it. 

I cannot  say  that  I have  seen  many  cases 
where  actual  disease  lias  been  brought  on  by 
want  of  sustenance;  but  suitable  food  might 
be  very  often  and  beneficially  substituted 
for  medicine. 

Yes. 

Dyspeptic  diseases  mid  diseases  of  the 
skin  common  among  the  poor,  from  defec- 
tive nutriment  and  clean  skin.  Nutritious 
diet,  of  course,  would  assist  medicine  in 
their  cure  or  relief,  as  well  as  bodily  clean- 
Ihiess.  No  disease  from  actual  want  of  food 
at  present. 

I cannot  state  that  I have  found  any  par- 
ticular kind  of  food  in  use  among  the  poor 
promotive  of  disease. 

I cannot  say  tliat  I have. 

Their  general  food  being  of  the  poorest 
kind,  must  tend  to  generate  many  diseases. 

I do  not  think  that  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  prevails  to  excess  in  our  district,  nor 
do  I think  it  is  on  the  increase. 

Yes;  but  on  the  decrease. 

I cannot  say  there  exists  any  excessive 
use  of  ardent  spirits  in  tliis  place,  though  it 
occasionally  occurs  at  fairs  and  markets, 
nor  do  I tliink  it  is  on  the  increase. 

I have  often  found  the  poor  in  great  want 
of  clothes,  suitable  food,  bedding,  furniture, 
and  other  necess^y  comforts,  wlien  visiting 
them,  at  their  own  houses. 

Generally  in  a state  of  extreme  destitu- 
tion. 

Clotlics  miserably  bad  ivith  the  poor; 
food  commonly  potatoes  alone,  even  when 
suffering  fium  sickness;  bedding  miserably 
bad ; furniture  equally  so ; ventilation  gene- 
rally too  much,  windows  and  doors  not  ex- 
cluding the  cold;  necessary  comforts  veryfew. 

ULSTER — Londonderry — Monaghan. 


Muff  Dispensary. 

Worshipful  Drapers’  Dispensary  and 
Ballinascreen  Dispensary. 

Ballybay  Dispensary. 

James  Sumsitfc,- Esq.,  Surgeon. 

John  Savage,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

X>.  Williamson,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant. 

No,  they  have  not.  > 

Fevere  are  generally  of  the  common  con- 
tinued tj'pe ; but  from  want  of  ventilation 
and  neglect  of  cleanliness,  they  assume  a 
typhoid  foi-m. 

Fevers,  some  of  the  typhoid  character, 
and  inflammatory  affections  of  the  cliest, 
were  humourous  and  severe,  and  many 
aggravated  cases  of  diarrhoea  occuired, 
wing  to  the  dampness  of  the  seasons,  the  de- 
ficiency of  clothing,  but  above  all  the  meagre 
diet  and  intemperate  habits  of  the  poor. 

I have  not. 

I am  not  aware  of  many  instances  of  dis- 
, ease  being  induced  by  want  of  proper  food ; 
but  I have  no  doubt  fever  and  other  dis- 
eases have  spread  and  iircreased  in  virulence 
from  these  causes. 

Many  instances  where  wholesome  food 
and  warm  clothing  might  have  prevented 
disease. 

1 have  not. 

Potatoes  and  salt  tlieir  principal  food, ' 
consequently  dyspepsia  prevails  amongst 
them. 

Dry  potatoes,  save  a little  salt,  is  their 
daily  food  morning,  noon  and  night,  which 
is  a great  cause  of  many  diseases. 

It  is  not  on  the  increase,  nor  is  there  any 
excess. 

It  does  not,  and  I think  it  mucli  less  in 
use  since  private  distillation  has  been 
checked  amongst  ns. 

It  does  prevail  to  a very  great  degi'ce. 

' Very  had  intlcod. 

The  poor  badly  clothed,  worse  fed ; bed- 
ding and  furniture  scanty  ; as  to  the  venti- 
lation, they  ate  indifferent ; comforts  very 
few. 

Almost  naked,  lying  on  straw ; no 
ing  but  the  clothes  they  wear  aU  day. 
furniture. 
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ULSTER — Monaghan. 

Castleshane  Dispensary. 

Clones  Dispensary. 

Farney  Dispensary. 

A.  3£.  M‘Moran^  Esq.,  m.d. 

James  Hurst,  Esq.,  .At.n. 

R.  H.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

I am  not  old  eiroirgh  (as  a physician)  to 
remember  tiro  fever  of  1817;  but  I have 
remarked  that  almost  every  year  the  poor 
are  afflicted  with  fevers  of  a peculiar  kind,  soi 
times  the  tr-uo  typhus.  1 cannot  account  fc 
farm-houses ; iumarshy  and  in  healthy  gr-ou 
with  the  lazy  and  the  indolent,  aud,  strange 

Tlrey  have  not  assumed  any  particular 
type. 

uetimes  of  an  iirflammatory  character,  owing  t 
ir  the  latter,  as  I have  found  it  with  the  ver 
nds,  in  tire  cold  and  warm,  in  the  wet  and  dr 
! to  say,  the  fatality  has  been  nearly  tire  sam 

No. 

uwetorfoo  severe  work  in  spring;  at  other 
f poor,  I have  also  found  it  m comfortable 
■y  seasons,  with  the  active  and  industrious, 
.e  under  each  of  these  circumstances. 

From  arrswer  to  query  5 it  is  evideirt 
that  very  many  eases  of  disease  are  brought 
oil  by  the  want  of  proper  food,  clothing,  &c., 
this  is  so  c^udent  tlrat  I need  uot  say  more. 

This  must  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive ; many  diseases  among  tlrem  being 
brought  on  by  hard  laborrr,  poor  food  aird 
bad  clotlrirrg,  and  convalescence  retarded  or 
altogether  prevented  by  the  same  causes. 

I have. 

Potatoes  and  salt,  or  potatoes  and  butter- 
milk, constitute  the  diet  (generally  speak- 
ing) of  tire  poor,  consequently  we  Irave 
many  cases  of  indigestioir,  wlrich  is  a general 
tenn  for  many  abdominal  complaints;  medic 
those  cases ; marry  other  diseases  might  be  ti 

The  potato  diet  exclusively  may  be  con- 
sidered a cause  of  the  nrrmerous  cases  of 
dyspepsia  and  dropsy. 

ine  camrot  eui'e,  it  can  only  alleviate 
raced  to  the  same  sorrree. 

"Wliiskey  arrd  potatoes. 

Not  more  in  my  district  tlran  throughout 
the  country  generally.  Many  illicit  stUls 
have  been  worked  wbicb  afford  very  bad  whiskev, 
aKrays  drugged  with  either  blue-stone,  white  or  green 

To  a great  extent,  but  cannot  say  as  to 
its  iircreasc. 

i 

It  does.  As  to  its  mcrease  or  decrease 
I have  not  rvaided  sufficiently  long  to  give 
an  opinion. 

vitriul,  (copperas)  oraisenic  to  make  it  appear  stronger.  I know  that  many  diseases  (viz.  inflammation  of  storaach,  dropsy, 
jaundice,  &c. ) have  been  brought  on  by  this,  where  I conceive  that  the  same  quantity  of  permitted  whiskey  would 
not  have  produced  the  same  effects ; however,  1 think  there  is  much  less  intemperance  than  formerly. 


In  very  many  cases  the  poor  are  in  a 
wretched  state  as  to  clothes,  food  and  all  the  neces- 
saries, not  to  say  comforts  of  life.  Clothes  had,  and 
if  wet,  frequently  no  fire  to  dry  tliem ; and  in  this 


In  a State  of  absolute  wretchedness,  hav- 
ing neitlier  proper  clothes,  food,  furniture, 
ventilation  or  necessary  comforts,  such  as 
we  should  wish  to  see  witlr  a hard-workiug 
peasantry. 


In  all  tire  circumstances  inentiorred  the 
poor  irr  the  majority  of  instances  are  irr  a 
most  wetched  state. 


through  tlie  door  and  goes  up  the  cliimney. 


ltd  they  are  dried  by  the 
sun  and  air.  Bedding,  some  straw,  more  frequently 
on  the  ground  than  on  a bedstead.  Furniture,  a few  stools,  pots,  &c.  Ventilation,  what 


ULSTER — Monaghan. 


Glasslougli  and  Emyvale  Dispensary. 

Rockcorry  Dispensary. 

Scotstown  Dispensary. 

James  Hoy,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  Committee. 

William  Temple,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

I do  not  consider  fevers  or  epidemics  have 
assumed  any  particular  type  among  the  poor 
from  forraei-  yearn. 

I have  not  observed  in  this  district  any 
particular  deviation  from  the  charactevthat 
that  disease  generally  assumes. 

They  have  not. 

I have  found  many  instances  where  dis- 
ease has  been  brought  on  by  unwholesome 
food,  and  where  nutritious  food,  with  other 
comforts,  might  have  superseded  the  neces- 
sity of  medicine. 

'fills  has  appeared  to  me  to  he  the  case 
in  many  instances. 

Veiy  seldom. 

I have  found  the  use  of  the  potato,  parti- 
cularly in  themontlis  of  August  aud  Septem- 
ber, promotive  of  disease,  dianheea  parti- 
culany. 

Ou  tliis  point  I have  made  no  particular 
observation,  further  than  that  the  exclusive 
use  of  potatoes  has  been  productive  of  fla- 
tulent affections,  dropsies,  and  other  dis- 
eases consequent  on  debility. 

I have  not. 

I consider  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
prevail,  and  that  such  practice  is  on  the 
increase. 

Intemperance  in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits 
prevails  to  a considerable  extent  in  thi.s 
district,  aud,  as  far  as  I can  observe,  that 
depraved  habit  is  on  the  increase. 

It  does  not  prevail,  nor  do  I think  it  ou 
the  increase. 

lu  vkiting  the  poor  1 have  found  at  least 
two-thirds  of  them  in  a state  of  misery  and 
distress,  and  move  than  one-tliird  are'  stran- 
gers to  the  necessary  comforts  of  life,  \uiless 
supplied  by  some  cliaritable  person. 

Generally  ill  a very  destitute  state  in  all 
those  particular. 

In  general  rather  comfortable. 

0.5.  3 B 3 
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ULSTER— Tyrone. 


Ardsti’aw  Dispensary. 

Augher  and  Clogher  Dispensary. 

Benhurb  Dispensary. 

James  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Svu’geon,  b.n. 

Richard  Tviigg,  Esq.,  jr.  d. 

M.  N.  Carry,  Esq.,  m.d. 

I cannot  say  they  have. 

Fevers  among  the  lower  classes  gene- 
rally assume  a low  foim,  owing  to  the 
wretchedness  of  them  food  and  want  of 
comforts. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  have  prevailed 
among  tJie  poor,  which  may  be  attributed 
! principally  to  want  of  cleanliness. 

1 

I have  several;  many  cases -have 
curred  where  charity  compelled  me  to  give 
them  proper  food,  or  the  me^is  to  procure 
it,  at  my  own  expense. 

In  a great  number  of  instances,  espe- 
cially after  fever,  recovery  is  greatly  re- 
tarded from  the  want  of  proper  sustenance, 
and  stomach  complaints  often  established. 

Not  any. 

I meet  with  many  cases  of  obstimte 
stomach  complaints,  which  I attribute  in  a 
great  degree  to  improper  food. 

The  potato  is  excellent  food,  os  long  as 
the  powers  of  the  stomach  are  unimpaired ; 
but  this  organ  cannot  continue  in  a healthy  | 
state,  if  the  food  be  altogether  unvaried,  \ 
particularly  after  disease. 

The  potato,  if  bad,  may  ultimately  cause 
disease. 

It  does  not  to  that  extent  as  formerly, 
and  I am  of  opinion  it  is  on  tho  decline. 

It  does  in  a great  degree. 

No ; we  have  taken  pains  to  prevent  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits  by  the  formation  of 
Temperance  societies. 

Generally  speaking,  in  a vmy  wretched . 
condition. 

In  a very  bad  state,  pmrticnlarly  as  to 
food. 

In  general  very  indifferent. 

ULSTER — Tyrone. 


Caledon  Dispensary. 

Castlederg  and  Killiter  Dispensary. 

Cookstown  Dispensary. 

J.  Croisier,  Esq.,  ai.  d. 

John  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Governor  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Generally  inflammatory  fever,  ending  in 
typhus,  for  want  of  proper  food,houses  badly 
ventilated,  damp,  and  scarcely  any  fuel. 

No. 

Nothing  peculiar;  cutaneous  and  pulmo- 
nary complaints  prevail  much,  for  wliiclr 
see  the  answer  to  query  5. 

In  extending  my  visits  further  into  the 
country,  I generally  found  the  poor  in  want 
of  every  necessary  comfort,  wholesome  food 
might  be  very  often  substituted  for  medi» 

In  many  instances  actual  disease  has 
been  brought  on  by  want  of  proper  suste- 
nance, and  wholesome  food  would  mateu- 
£dly  assist  the  medicine  prescribed. 

No ; but  many  instances  of  individuals 
getting  tickets  for  begging  purposes. 

In  my  opinion,  the  constant  use  of  pota- 
toes amongst  the  poor  brings  on  dyspeptic 
complaints. 

I consider  that  the  poorer  classes  being 
obliged  to  live  almost  entirely  on  the  po- 
tato is  promotive  of  disease,  from  the 
large  quantity  required  to  afford  suffi- 
cient nutriment. 

Nothing  decidedly. 

In  my  opinion,  not  on  the  increase  in 
this  neighbourhood. 

To  a considerable  extent;  but  is  not, 
I think,  on  the  increase. 

Considerable  abuse  of  ardent  spirits,  but 
probably  on  the  decrease;  certainly  but 
a trifling  use  of  good  ale. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  town  there 
is  'a  mendicity  fund,  which  supplies  the , 
poor  with  clothing,  also  a small  weekly  al-  ; 
lowance,  principally  through  the  kindness 
of  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Caledon, 

Clothes  bad,  food  and  bedding  wretched, 
ventilation  very  bad,  and  necessary  com- 
forts almost  none. 

Various  states;  theoliief  deficiency  being 
in  fuel,  ventilation,  dry  apartments  and 
cleanly  economical  habits. 
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Dromore  Dispensary. 

Drumquin  Dispensary. 

Dunamanna  Dispensarv. 

Joseph  Marshall,  Esq.,  Sui'geon. 

John  Maxwell,  Esq. 

William  Baird,  Esq,.  Rurgerm 

Tlie  class  of  fever  most  prevalent  in  thi 
neighbourhood  is  continued  fever,  wliicl 
may  be  attributed  to  damp,  bad  clothin: 
and  the  changeabieness  of  the  climate^  a 
yet  no  cases  ofcholera  have  occurred  in  thi 
parish. 

s Fevers  or  epidemics  have  not  assumei 
h any  pai-ticular  type  among  the  poor. 

s 

s 

d Fevers  often  become  contagious  among 
tJie  poor,  for  want  of  proper  attention  to 
cleanhness. 

I have  experienced  a few,  that  may  b< 
attributed  to  the  want  of  proper  sustenance 

3 I have  seen  some  cases  whicli  appear  t( 
. have  been  brought  on  by  improper  food 
and  where  wholesome  food  would  have 
been  of  service. 

) In  many  instances,  tlie  want  of  whole- 
, some  food  and  comfortable  clothing  hasbeen 
: the  cause  of  disease  within  my  district. 

I think  the  constant  use  of  potatoes,  as 
an  article  of  food  by  the  poor  or  this  place, 
promotive  of  some  diseases,  such  as  dys- 
pepsia, &c. 

■ The  constant  use  of  potatoes  among  the 
poor  seems  to  produce  disease  occasionally, 

Potatoes,  which  is  the  most  common  food 
. among  the  poor,  often  cause  dysjicpsia. 

It  still  prevails  in  a great  degree,  but  not 
so  much  as  formerly. 

_ The  use  of  ardent  spirits  prevaUs  in  this 
district;  but  is  decidedly  on  the  de- 
crease. 

Heretofore  it  has  prevailed  to  a great 
extent ; but  it  is  my  opinion  at  present  that 
it  is  on  the  deci-ease. 

I have  found  them,  in  general,  in  a desti- 
tute state  in  these  respects. 

The  state  of  the  poor  with  respect  to 
clothes,  food,  &c.,  is,  generally  speaking, 
bad,  and  in  some  cases  extremely  so. 

In  vai-ious  ways,  as  to  food  and  raiment, 
but  genei-aUy  bad.  No  veiitUation  in 
general,  except  from  the  door  or  chimney 

ULSTER — Tyrone. 

Dungannon  Dispensary. 

Fintona  Dispensary. 

Gortin  Dispensary. 

James  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Alexander  LaugUbi,E%(i.,  Surgeon,  r.n. 

Fevers  and  other  epidemics  are  more 
contagious  among  the  poor  classes,  from  bad 
food,  uncleanliness,  no  ventilation  in  their 
houses,  and  want  of  other  necessary  com- 
forts which  the  better  classes  have. 

Typhus  fever  prevailed  in  this  parish 
during  a good  part  of  the  winter  among  the 
poor,  but  at  present  I have  not  a case  on 
my  list. 

Fevers,  at  first  purely  inflammatory,  fre- 
quently as,sume  a typhoid  type  for  want  of 
cleanliness  and  proper  ventOation.  Epi- 
demics, for  the  same  reason,  are  olw^s 
characterized  by  great  inveteracy. 

I have  observed  many  complaints  arising 

Irom  want,  whore  wholesome  food  was  more 
necessary  tlian  medicine. 

I have  bno^vn  disease  to  originate  in 
many  instances  from  cold,  by  want  of 
clothing  and  bedding,  &c. 

Yes ; I have  seen  many  cases  of  cutaneous 
and  dropsical  ajFeetioiis,  wliere  proper  sus- 
tenance at  the  commencement  might  be 
beneficially  substituted  for  medicine. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes  and  other 
vegetables  renders  them  very  liable  to  dys- 
peptic complaints,  and  other  affections  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels. 

They  have  no  change  of  diet;  potatoes 
are  what  they  principally  live  on,  and  what  i 
tliey  liave  always  been  accustomed  to.  j 

The  constant  use  of  oatmeal  and  potatoes 
IS  often  promotive  of  tlie  above  affections 
ind  stomacii  complaints. 

Not  to  a great  extent,  and  such  practice 
appears  on  tlie  decrease.  £ 

We  consider  the  excessive  use  of  ardent 
ipmts  does  not  prevail  in  our  district,  and  t 
ve  believe  it  to  be  considerably  on  the 
lecrease. 

Generally  speaking,  it  does  not;  and  I 
hink  the  practice  is  not  on  the  incninse. 

With  respect  to  clothes,  &c.,  I tbinb-  the 
sible^  destitute  a state  as  pos-  a 

In  general,  very  badly  off  for  bedding 
nd  eveiy  other  necessary  comfort.  a. 

Ci 

Wretchedly  deficient  in  each  particular; 
nd  as  to  their  houses,  in  the  majority  of 
ises,  they  are  not  even  water  proof. 

0.5. 
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ULSTER- 

-Tteone. 

CONNAUGHT-Galway. 

Stewartstown  Dispensary.  1 

Termon  Dispensary. 

Galway  Fever  Hospital. 

Wm.  Brown  Whittell,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Thomas  Rutherford,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  Mayor  and  Medical  Attendant. 

None. 

I cannot  say  that  they  have. 

Very  frequently. 

Many  diseases  are  to  be  attributed  to 
want  of  proper  food,  and  wholesome  food 
might  often  be  substituted  for  medicine. 

Potatoes  are  almost  tlie  only  food  of  tlic 
poor,  -wMcli  in  some  cases  produce  stomach 
complaints,  a3id  always  increase  those  com- 
plaints where  they  do  exist. 

There  is  no  food  in  particular  promotive 
of  disease. 

.\Tdent  spiidts  are  still  used  to  excess ; but 
■we  consider  not  to  so  great  a degi'cc  since 
the  establishment  of  a Temperance  society 
in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  excessive  use  is  not  prevalent,  and 
the  practice  on  the  decrease. 

In  a ■v'eiy  had  state  as  to  all  these  things. 

I have  generally  found  them  ill  clothed ; 
their  food,  &c.,  of  a poor  description ; pro- 
per ventilation  they  nevei-  think  of  having, 
and  their  domestic  comforts  altogether  aro 
scanty. 

CONNAUGHT— Sligo. 

1 LEINSTER— Caelow. 

Sligo  Fever  Hospital. 

Carlow  Fever  Hospital. 

Tullow  Fever  Hospital. 

Henry  Irwin,  Esq.,  in.  n. 

M.  W.  Stone,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Robert  Burnett,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

When  fever  prevaUs  it  generally  assumes 
the  typhoid  type,  and  this  may  be  attri- 
buted to  their  bad  and  deficient  diet. 

The  fevers  which  usually  attack  the 
people  of  tills  country  are  of  typhoid  type. 
I think  poverty,  filth,  had  ventilation  and 
a peculiar  property  of  the  atmosphere, 
geucrativo  01  contagious  fever,  are  the  chief 
external  causes. 

Among  the  poorer  classes  fever  often  as- 
sumes a very  mild  form,  particulai-ly  when 
early  relief  is  administered ; on  the  con- 
trary, it  generally  becomes  typhoid,  corn- 
pHcativewith  dysenteiy,  cholera  and  variofis 
oiganie  diseases,  induced  by  neglect  and 
the  causes  below  mentioned. 

Bui'big  epidemics,  when  the  food  is  gene- 
rally of  an  infeiior  quality. 

I consider  that  I have  met  with  a gi'eat 
many. 

The  fvpe  of  fever  ls  much  influenced  bjr 
the  diet  to  which  individuals  arc  necessi- 
tated when  in  their  own  homes.  The  simple 
change  to  a clean  wai’d,  regular  cooling  diet, 
and  ventilation  materially  aids  in  the  reco- 
veiy  from  fever. 

The  potato  forms  the  principal  article  of 
food,  and  in  wet  seasons  it  is  a bad  article  of 
diet. 

Bad  potatoes  and  wild  vegetables  in  sea- 
sons of  scai'city. 

Except  when  illicit  distillation  is  com- 
mon, it  is  not  used  generally  to  excess. 

It  did,  to  excess;  hut  does  not  now; 
since  the  cstablislunent  of  Temperance  so- 
cieties it  has  been  on  the  decline. 

; I consider  the  Iiabitual  use  of  ardoit 

• spirits  on  the  decrease  in  my  district,  being 
excessive  only  on  fair  days. 

Generally  in  want  of  every  comfort. 

Most,  wretched  in  the  greater  number  0; 
instances. 

F In  thoschouses  where  fever  breaks  outit 

may  be  generally  traced  to,  and  the  infection 
kept  up,  by  the  points  stated  in  the  queiaes, 
bemg  in  tile  most  neglected  and  wretched 
state ; in  many  instances,  however,  fever  is 
traced  to  widely  difterent  causes. 
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i«lo  th,  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


LEINSTER— Kiidaoe. 


Celbridge  Fever  Hospital  and 


Kilcullen  Fever  Hospital  and 
j Dispensary.  

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Synocha^  typhus  mitior  et  sravior  • c< 

damp  and  want  of  bedding. 


Dispensary. 


and  Dispensary. 


Mr.  Charles  Madden,  Apotliecaiy. 


I Treasure)-  and  McdicoX  Attendant. 

; Fever  iias  been  less  prevalent  sine 
appearance  of  cholera  and  influenza, 
burning  cluefly  the  putrid  type.  I attr 
Sd  ileatitutioh  of thesufte 

^d  eloquent  want  of  cleanliness,  a 
(m  some  cases)  to  tlie  use  of  ai-dent  sj 


Not  more  than  usual. 


Several,  and  more  than  I am  aware  of. 


many. 


Potatoes,  and 
icy  can  get  it. 


buttermilk,  when 


a certain  extmit. 
e increase. 


On  the  decrease;  cannot  afford  to 


It  does,  and  I 
increase. 


consider  it  daUy  on  the 


many  cases  miserable. 


In  general  wretched  in  the  extreme. 


The  poor  suffer  much  ri^m  a deficiency  in 
ew  L comfoi-ts  mentioned  in  ^lis 
eiy,  but  more  particularly  clotJies  Led 

id  a constant  thorough- 

ad  horn  the  soutlicm  counties  and  the 
^ situations  peculiarly  impure. 


0.1tiP(STi51i_K:iLKENNY.  

Freshford  Fever  Hospital. 

jviiinaganny_j?ever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary 

"Stoneyfoi-a  and  Kells  Fever  Hosnlf.,! 

James  Cullenan,  Esq.,  ji.d. 

lUeiuri  s.  Pdle,  Beq,  Snrgoon. 

and  Dispensary. 

_ Etq.,  Medical  Attendant, 

t ~~No.  ' 

I th^  not ; I have  found  them  much  the 
same  for  the  last  15  or  IC  yeai-s,  but  I thinly 
lever  1ms  rather  increased  latterly,  which 
1 attribute  to  poverty  and  their  not  heum 
able  to  procure  food,  clothing  or  bedding® 
and  a consequent  want  of  clemdiness. 

_ 1 have  found  this  to  be  the  case  in  many 
instances,  and  I have  met  with  many  cases 
where  wholesome  food  might  have  been 
beneficially  substituted  for  medicine. 

"'anydlseases  are  brought 

on  by  bad  food  and  find  that  the  vSua- 

j.  I have, 

Potatoes  are  the  principal  food  of  the  I 



poor,  and  I have  found  them  more  subject 
to  particular  diseases  where  the  potatoes 
ai'e  new.  ^ 

Not  jenemlly,  and  I do  not  tliint  it  ia 
on  the  increase. 

ceive  ^ increase  or  dmiinntion  for  the  five 
years  I have  resided  here. 

deJaSlvl?  tk  ‘.'■•’■J'P'ont  oslenl,  and  is 
ueciaeoiy  on  the  increase. 

"2“  ‘"r*  ‘I-®  rooenlion  of 

Sl’.f  “»  fovatpa-  c 

tab  f„,  that  poriod.  InainostmetoSed 
State  ui  every  respect. 

0.5. 

fimiitm-e,  and  ' 
ventilation  m particular-,  very  bad;  theii-  i 
;omforts  are  few  at  home.  * 

t 

1 

q .b 
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LEINSTER— King’s  Coxjntx— Meath. 
County  Meath  Fever  Hospital  at  !• 


til  Fever  Hospital  at 
Navaii. 


Parsonstown  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 


Henry  Pentland,  Es(p 


John  Waters,  Esq.,  m. 


Fevere  here  commonly  assume  a typhoid 
type,  wliicli  may  be  attributed  to  the  use 
of  poor  aud  unwholesome  food,  want  of 


The  majority  of  the  fevers  I have  met 
with  were  of  a typhoid  character,  which  1 
atti'ibute  to  poverty  and  want  of  clothing. 


Wc  have  not  had  any  epidemic  ( 

excepted)  among  us  for  the  l^t  thi’c 

Since  the  appearance  of  cholera,  m 
1833  fever  has  almost  disappeared. 


seen  actual . disease 
'proper  nourishment, 
cold  and  damp, 
ring,  in  the  same 


I have  witnessed  numerous  cases  where 
it  would  be  impossible  to  toll  whetlier 
poverty  or  disease  was  the  most  urgent. 


but  more  frequently  ty 
and  too  many  persons  liv 
j uncomfortable  apartment. 


h affections  arc  common  aniouj 
, in  consequence  of  their  living 
. potatoes,  not  sufficiently  boiled. 


I cannot  say  I have,  as  the  potato  is 
the  only  food  amoi^  the  poorer  class. 


The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
prevail,  and  seems  rather  to  increasp. 


It  prevails  certainly,  and  I fear  is 


I have  uniformly  found  the  poor  des- 
titute almost  of  every  comfort;  their 
houses  filthy,  without  ventilation,  and  fre- 
quently using  for  bed  clothes  those  they 
I wear-  in  tlie  day. 


Genei-ally  spcakin| 


Generally  speakii^  the  poor  are  very 
badly  clothed  and  fed,  and  in_  almost  every 
inst^ce  without  proper  bedding,  turmtuie 
or  ventilation. 


-Queen’s  County— W estmeath— Wextord. 


Abbeyleix  Fever  Hospital  and  I 

Castlepollard  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Ai'thurstow’n  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

IFi/liawi  Ro®weW,  Esq.,  u.n.  • 

M-  Kenny,  Esq.,  m-  n. 

R.  Long,  Esq.,  m.d. 

All  fevers  and  epidemics  assume  the  low 
typhoid  type,  owing  to  then  maimer  of 
living. 

Fever  and  epidemics  have  at  several 
times  attacked  the  poorer  classes  fii-st,  and 
subsequently  the  commiimty  at  laige,  with 
a violence  i^cnoivn  in  Engltmd. 

There  has  been  no  fever  or  epidemic 
disease  prevailing  here  lately. 

Very  many  instances  where 

lias  originated  from  starvation  and  filth,  and 

in  many  where  a little  oatmeal  would  be  oi 
much  more  service  than  physic. 

I have,  in  veiy  many  instances. 

I dai-e  say  disease  has  been  aggi-avated  in 
many  instances  by  improper  or  insufficient 
food  and  feel  confident  tliat  wholesome 
food  would  be  in  all  cases  a desirable  ad 
dition  to  medicai  aid. 

They  eat  notliing  but  potatoes ; whejn  of 
good  quality  tliey  are  wholesome,  but  when 
wet  produce  fever  and  dianhcea.  In  sea- 
sons of  scai'city  they  eat  the  weed  called 
prasagh. 

The  food  in  use  amongst  the  veiy  poor ' 
is  the  cup  and  lumper  potato,  somerimes 
sfir-aboiil  The  potatoes  they  eat  without 
hemg  sufficiently  boilea,  with  salt  or  buftcrmitt, 
seldom  with  animal  food;  bcnce  they  are  tmubled 
with  all  the  miseries  of  indigestion  or  stomach 
complaints,  and  eruptive  complamts. 

Their  food  is  principally  potatoes. 

Very  much;  and  appears  to  be  on  the 
increase. 

I do  not  think  that  it  does.  In  propor- 
tion as  tlie  people  have  employment,  and 
any  thing  to  spare,  beyond  mere  amm^ 
cJstence,  so  does  the  use  of  ardent  spirits 
increase. 

We  beUeve  habits  of  intoxication  axe 
hecome  more  frequent,  and  .must  certainly 
consider  tliem  productive  oi  disease. 

In  a most  wretched  state ; seldom  with 
more  than  one  blanket  for  an  entire  family, 
straw  bed  on  the  ground,  and  without  anj 
CQjnfort  but  potatoes  and  water,  very  lew 
can  procure  mUk. 

1 Where  the  people  have  certain  employ-  Very  Pad. 

ment,  or  land  to  the  e-xtent  of  three  or  four  acr^  | ^ dependent  on  casnal 

- their  clothing  « sufficient  to  protect  t sufficUnt  clothing,  but 

, Lmployment,  especlaUy  if  oU,  suSeT  „,^er  my  care  do  noh 

j swek  of  comforts  sc,mty ; their  houses  ill-ventilaled. 
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/or  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


LEINSTER — Wexford. 
Enniscorthy  Fever  Hospital 


Castleboroiigli  Fever  Hospital 


GoroyFeTcrHoapital  and  Dispensary. 


dispensary. 


lensar;' 


The  Treasui-er. 


The  Medical  Attendants. 


James  Hamilton,  Esq. 


The  district 
with  potatoes. 


-‘neraUy  well  supplied 


of  tills  kind  are  met  with. 


Oatmeal  in  tlie 


tendency  to 


Oyspeptic  complaints  are  very  pievalent 
among  the  poorer  classes,  fi'om  the  use  of 
potatoes  not  snfficiently  boiled.  I 


promote  cutaneous 


sorders. 


A good  deal  drank  at  fairs,  holidays,  &c. 
not  so  much  as  formerly ; it  is  tlie  parent  c 
Clime  and  distress. 


Except  under-tenants,  all  in  good  cir- 
cumstances; bedsteads,  blankets,  &o.  &c. 


Very geiieially  bad ; hut  greatly  improve 

of  late  by  the  provisions  'of  our  cfioler 
board,  in  providing  bettor  beds  and  beddint 
ajid  improving  the  cleanliness  of  theii-  dwel 


LEINSTER — W exford. 


New  Ross  Fever  Hospital 
and  Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 


Newtown  Barry  Fever  Hospital 
and  Dispensary. 


Oulart  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 


Richard  Read,  Esq., 


They  have  not. 


_ There  has  no  fever  or  epidemic  of ; 
ticular  tj-pe  prevailed  in  this  district. 


Thei-e  has  not  been  much  fcvoi'  in  tliis 
county  for  the  last  six  yeais;  the  cases  tliat 
have  oceuwed  were  generally  mild  typhus ; 
the  causes  in  general  were  exposure  to  cold 
or  unproper  diet. 


. Lbe  constant  use  qf  vegetable  diet  1 1 
suler  . induces  a very  prevalent  stou 
alroction  called  dyspepsia. 


I great  many  cases ; for  instance,  there 
;wo  peisons  brought  into  the  hospital 
the  last  tliree  months,  in  a dyiug 
who  were  found  lying  in  the  ditches. 


lu  general  not. 


Yes,  the 
tioned- 


of  potatoes. 


I iiie  only  lood  of  the  poor  is  potatoes  • 
I these  at  certain  periods  of  .the  year  (wliilo 
gemmating,  and  before  they  are  ripe)  arc 
very  unwholesome,  and  productive  of  dis- 
ease, particularly  as  they  are  eaten  Iialf 


I consider  the  use  of  ardent  sphifs 
the  decrease  in  tliis  part  of  the  com 
except  where  ilhcit  distniafiou  is  goin 


I do  not  think  that  there  is,  at  least  in  the 


crease. 


country  patts. 
sons  mehriated 


1 do  not  se 
is  fomerly. 


In  the  worst  state  as  to  clotlies,  food, 
bwlduig,  furniture,  ventilation  and  ncces- 
saiy  comforts. 


, neignoouriioc 

plo^^^^  °*^^oriahle,  having  constai 

’ covCT  them,  othere  for  want  of  it  lie 


a are  I he  poor  here  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  a 

•t  em-  I very  niiserahle  state ; they  suffer  privations 
j of  every  kind  in  fuel  and  cIotliing;theirbed 
• of  straw;  some  of  them  have  a 

11  them  clothes ; their  food  is  potatoes ; sometimes 
t with  them,  hut  in  general  water.  The  ventilation 
quite  J^oraut  of  what  the  word  “comfort”  means. 
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LEINSTER — Wexford — Wicklow. 


LEINSTER— Wicklow. 
Newtown  Mount  Kennedy  Fever 


Stratford-on-Slaney  Fever  Hospital 
and  Dispensary. 


Enniskerry  Fever  Hospital  and 


Hospital  and  Dispensary. 


Dispensary. 


N.  W.  Heath,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


James  Mitchell,  Esq. 


less  cephalic  and  more 
s iu  the  fevers  which 


They  have,  we  see, 
abdominal  symptom 
tlicy  are  affecteo  by 


Fevers  of  the  typhoid  type  have  beeu 
more  prevalent  tliaa  any  othei-s  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  which,  I am  of  opinion,  is 
attributable  to  the  scarcity  or  bad  quality 
of  tlieii'  provisions. 


I am  of  opinion  that  convalescence  after 
acute  diseases  is,  in  many  eases,  retarded  by 
the  want  of  proper  food,  and  I liave  no 

doubt  bat  that  tbe  frequency  of  dyspepsia,  flatu- 
lency and  indigestion  is  promoted  by  the  use  of  the  cold 
wateiy  vegetable  diet  which  forms  the  exclusive  suste- 


of  at  least  thi'ee-fifths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  froim 


I have  not,  except  in  seasons 
potatoes  are  generally  wet. 


It  does  when  and  where  it  can  be  pro- 
cured j the  poor,  so  badly  fed,  naturally  take 
spirits  when  they  have  an  opportunity,  as  it  gives 
temporary  relief  to  the  flatulence  caused  by  an  almost 
exclusive  vegetable  diet,  and  is  the  only  exhilarating 
: beverage  they  ore  acqumnted  with. 


I have  reason  to  believe  that  the  practice  I 
of  drinking  ardent  spirits  prevails  and  is  rapidly  in- 
creasbg.  The  licensed  spirit  shops  ate  already  more 
than  cau  be  required  for  the  reasonable  acoomraoda- 
tion  of  the  public  ; but,  in  addition  to  these,  drink- 
ing is  much  encouraged  by  the  private  sale  of  spirits 
le  number  of  which  I am  informed  is  very  great. 


I do  not  consider  that  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  prevails  much  in  this  parish,  and  am 
disposed  to  think  that  the  practice  is  rather 
on  the  decline. 


Their  clothing  in  general  is  tolerable,  their 
food  potatoes,  seldom  milk  or  butter  or  meal ; fur- 
niture to  correspond  ; they  have  enough  of  yenti.a- 
tion;  itis  easy  to  infer  their  comforts  from  this.state- 


In  many  cases  very  indifferent,  but  gcni 
rally  spealdng  of  a better  description  the 
in  many  parts  of  Ireland. 


consider  the 


:'nolreacU  to  tin 


ikmiliohedonly  byi 
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Wexford  Fever  Hospital-  j- 

Arklow  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary] 

Bray  Fever  Hospital,  Cholera  Hospital 
and  Dispensary. 

The  Committee. 

D.  Wright,  Esq.,  ji.d. 

N.  Heffernan,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

No ; with  respect  to  the  first  part  of  tliis 
query,  except  in  the  case  of  cholera ; with 
reference  to  the  second  division  of  the 
(luery,  fevers  and  other  epidemics  have 
been  materially  promoted  by  the  excessive 
use  of  ardent  spirits. 

Not  of  late  ycai'S,  ivith  tlie  exception  of 
cholera,  wliieh  has  visited  tliis  town  three 
several  times. 

They  have  not. 

Many  instances  occur  of  diseases  induced 
by  want  of  nutritious  food  and  warm 
clothing. 

I iiave,  and  constantly  find  cases  wherein 
medical  treatment  and  my  attendance 
would  be  useless  had  I not  the  power  of 
ordering  suitable  food. 

Not  many  instances  where  actual  disease 
was  produced  by  want  of  proper  food,  but  I 
have  met  with  instances  where  wholesome 
food  might  have  been  beneficially  substi- 
tuted for  medicine. 

No. 

Those  who  live  entirely  on  potatoes  and 
buttermilk  are  highly  dyspeptic ; and  I 
have  often  seen  dysentery  prev^,  in  sea- 
sons of  scarcity,  from  bad  potatoes  and 
semi-putrid  fish. 

Bad  potatoes. 

Yes ; and  the  practice  is  on  the  increase. 

No ; although  the  fishermen  indulge  in 
it  occasion^ly,  I think  the  habit  is  de- 
creasing. 

It  does  prevail, but  is  not  on  the  inoi-ease. 

The  condition  of  the  poor  is  compai-a- 
tively  good,  but  there  are  many  cases  of 
litter  destitution. 

In  Arklow  numbers  arc  miserable  in  all 
these  particulars ; but  in  the  country  parts 
the  poor  are  not  near  so  destitute. 

Generally  spealring  wretchedly  off  in  all 
these  respects. 

for  inquiring  into  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


MUNSTER— Cm-  of  Cork — County  op  Cork. 


City  of  Cork  Fever  Hospital.  . 

Bandon  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary. 

Buttevant  Fever  Hospital. and 
* Dispensary. 

J.  S.  Beamish,  Esq.,  m.  d. 
William  Pickells,  Esq.,  m.d. 

William  Belcher,  Esq.,  at.  n. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant 

We  are  not  avare  of  any  material  differ- 
ence of  tyjje  in  this  respect  among  the 
poorer  classes. 

Within  the  last  three  years  fevei-s  and 
other  epidemics  (with  the  exception  of 
tile  fatal  cholera)  have  been  much  less 
prevalent  than  formerly. 

Fevci-s  or  other  epidemics  have  not  as- 
sumed any  parHcuhir  type  in  this  district. 

■Wo  have  always,  in  tlje  course  of  our 
expeiience,  found  extreme  poverty  to  he 
among  the  principal  predisposing  or  excit- 
ing causes  of  epidemic  disease. 

I liave  met  many  cases  of  disease  nar- 
tienlarly  bowel  complaints,  which  were 
brought  on,  in  a great  measure,  by  want  of 
proper  sustenance  and  where  wholesome 
food  might  liavc  been  beneficially  sub- 
stituted. 

lions  on  that  head,  the  rieiima  wore  almost  coi 

I have  experienced  many  instances  of 
.ictuul  disease  liaving  beea  brought  on  bya  want  of 
proper  siistcii.mco,  and  I liave  no  doiibtou  my  mind 
after  careful  observation,  tliat  many  lives  could  have 
j Ptevaleucc  of  the  late  epidemic 

The  use,  or  abuse  of  a fish  diet  among 
the  poorer  classes  appeal's,  in  numerous 
instances  which  have  come  within  our  ob- 
servation, to  have  been  promotive  of  Indian 
cholera. 

The  only  description  of  food  used  by 
our  paupers  are  potatoes,  milk  and  fish: 
sometimes  when  they  are  bad  (which  they 
often  'are)  they  are  common  causes  of’ 
disease,  particularly  bowel  complaints. 

_As  the  poor  here  are  confined  to  one 
and  of  diet,  namely,  tlic  potato,  unless  on 
Cliristmas-day,  I have  liad  no  oiiportunity 
of  making  observations  on  this  head. 

Yes;  and  we  regret  to  add  that  the 
practice  appeai-s  to  be  considerably  on  the 
iiiaeasc  than  otherwise. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  in  tliis  town, 
I tliink,  is  less  than  it  was  a few  years 
ago,  when  the  manufactures  were  more 
briskly  carried  on,  and  also  fi'om  our  popu- 
lation being  much  thiimed  by  emigi-ation. 

TJie  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not 
very  prevalent  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
1 am  of  opinion  that  this  practice  is  rather 
on  the  decline. 

The  medical  men  of  this  Hospital  not 
being,  strictly  speaking,  called  on  to  attend 
tile  poor  in  their  own  houses,  we  canuot 
authoritatively  reply  to  this  question;  but 
the  generality  of  patients,  on  admission, 
are  found  to  be  almost  totally  destitute  of  ebthing. 

Wien  called  on,  in  my  professional  ca- 
pacity, to  attend  tliem  in  their  own  liouses, 
I liave  most  generally  found  them  in  a 
most  miserable  state,  destitute  of  almost 
eveiy  tiling  necessary  to  support  life,  not 
to  mention  comfort,  but  the  most  common  neces- 
saries of  life. 

Generally  speaking,  tlie  clothing,  bed- 
ding, fuiTiituvc,  ventilation  and  necessai'v 
comforts  of  the  poor  in  this  district  are  very  deficient. 
I may  say  tliey  are  solely  confined  to  potatoes  for 
food  (luring  tlie  winter  season,  but  in  tho  summer 
when  milk  is  plenliOil,  they  ninnaire  to  kIvd  ihoi,  rsmili.J 
a daily  allowance  of  skiinnied  milk  ivitli  boir  ijoutoi." 

MUNSTER-Cork. 


Cove  Fever  Hospital  and.  Dispensai-y. 

Fermoy  Fever  Hospital  k Dispensary. 

Kinsale  Fever  Hospital  k Disponsarv. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

-Chas.  Murphy,  Esq.,  m.  n. 
Thos.  F.  Downing,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

None.. 

Cholera  and  influenza  are  the  prevail- 
ing epidemics;  fevers  assume  a low  or 
typhoid  type,  owing  to  the  extreme  po- 
verty of  the  lower  orders. 

rile  type  of  fever  is  genurallv  inflamma- 
tory, but  merging  into  typhus  fever  for 
want  of  eai'ly  application  for  relici'. 

Dysenteries  are  frequently  induced  by 
potatoes,  bad  and  wet  in  quality,  and 
typhus  fevers  by  a deficient  crop  of  them 
constituting,  as  they  do,  their  principal  food, 
often  their  only  sustenance. 

Answered  as  above.  1 

We  have  no  doubt  but  disease  lias  often 
been  brought  by  the  want  of  wholesome 
food. 

Many. 

The  general  food  in  use  among  the  poor 
are  potatoes,  wliich  when  had  (whicli  is 
frequently  the  case)  promote  dysentery 
and  other  bowel  compininfs, 

TJie  change  from  old  to  new  potatoes  and 
occasionally  bad  fish  producing  dysentery. 

riie  habit  of  intemperance  amongst  these 
clas.ses  seerasto  diminish,  anda  betterfeel- 
mg  as  to  being  seen  drunk  in  the  streets. 

The  general  use  of  ardent  spirits  pre- 
vails to  a gi'eat  extent,  and  is  lamentably 
on  tile  increase. 

It  does  prevail;  certainly  not  dimin- 
ishing. 

Bedding,  clotlies,  See.,  generally  found  in 
a state  of  destitution ; persons  lying  on 
straw  on  a clay  floor,  ui  a confined  stagnant 
atmosphere,  tlio  air  excluded,  from  thewant 
**  except  when  the  want  of  windo'vs 

and  broken  roof  admitted  the  elements;  food 
dehcient  in  quanfitv  mid  bad  in  quality. 

0-5- 

Destitute  of  necessary  comforts  in  aU 
these  particulars. 

Nearly  a total  absence  of  uU  these. 
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MUNSTER— Cork. 

Mallow  Pever  Hospital.  1 

Midleton  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary, 

Dispensary. 

Medical  Attendants. 

J.  Barry,  Esq.,  u.  n. 

Eugene  O’Niel,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Not  for  some  years  past. 

The  fever  which  prevails  most  in  tliis 
district,  is  common  inflammatory  fevei’, 
which  I attribute  principally  to  bad  food, 
clothing,  and  the  wi-etohedneM  of  their 
dwellings. 

They  have  not  had  fever  in  my  district 
these  two  or  thi-ec  ycai-s,  and  it  is  not  so 
frequent  or  so  fatal. 

Frequently. 

I liave  in  numberless  instances. 

Very  many  instances. 

The  lower  classes  particularly  subject  to 
diseases  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  trom 
the  exclusive  use  of  potatoes. 

Yes,  and  I would  say  in  particular,  bad 
fish  and  potatoes  in  the  early  part  of  tlie 

only  shelter  a tree  or  hedge,  a practice  whicl 
added  to  the  heated  stateheisinfrom  seyc] 
of  his  food,  broufiht  by  his  wife  or  cliild  fi'O 

There  is  a veiy  cruel  practice  prevalent  in 
the  South  of  Ireland,  which  obliges  the  un- 
fortunate labourer  to  eat  liis  potatoes  seated 
on  the  cold,  and  very  often  wet  ground,  liis 
1 must  necessarily  be  promotivc  of  disease, 
re  work,  and  the  cold  and  indigestible  uatuie 
m n.  rlistance. 

Veiy  much,  rather  on  the  decrease, 
ing  more  from  poverty  than  any  moral  leel- 
ing. 

It  does,  and  I would  say  it  is  very  much 
on  the  increase. 

It  is  not  vciy  prevalent,  nor  is  it  on  the 
increase. 

A ereat  deal  of  wi'etcheduess  in  eyew 

respect  amongst  the  lower  classes,especiaUy 

as  to  theii-  food  and  clotlxmg. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  in  every  re- 
spect very,  very  bad. 

In  the  greatest  po^ible  state  of  destitu- 
tion with  respect  to  clothes,  bedding,  fumiA 
tui'6  and  ventilation ; their  only  support  for 
half  the  year,  potatoes  anda  little  sour  milk, 
the  other  half  potatoes  and  salt,  and  for  the 
most  part  not  enough  of  tliat  esculent  root. 

MUNSTER— CoiiK— Kerry. 


Newmarket  Fever  Hospital  and  , 

Dispensary. 

^oughal  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary. 

ECillarncy  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary. 

P.  R.  Fivy,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

— • 

Fevers  are  not  particularly  prevalent  _iii 
this  neighbourhood  of  late,  the  cases  admit- 
ted into  the  hospital  are  for  the  most  part 
simple  continuedfever,  and  where  auypai-ti 
cular  type  appears  among  the  poorer  ctoes, 
it  is  too  often  caused  by  want  of  cleanlmess, 
ventilation,  and  insufficiency  of  clothing. 

The  last  epidemic  fever  here  assumed  a 
particular  type.  Bad  food  and  want  of 
food. 

Fever  is  generally  that  of  typhus,  which 
we  atti'ibute  to  the  many  wants  and  priva- 
tions of  the  poor,  and  the  state  of  their 
miserable  dwellings. 

Instances  daily  present  themselves  of 
disease  arising  from  the  want  of  prope? 
sustenance,  and  where  w3iolcsome_  food 
might  have  been  beneficially  substituted 
for  medicine. 

^ I am  quite  sure  everj'  medical  man  of  any 
experience  among  the  poorer  classes,  must 
have  traced  tlie  origin  of  some  particular 
diseases  to  want  of  wdiolesome  food,  and  pro-  | 
per  ventilation ; for  some  yeara  past  I Iiave  m 
and,  from  everything  I liaye  learned,!  am  co 
food  may  be  beneficially  substituted  for  med 

I have  never  met  with  a case  of  disease 
where  food  was  a substitute  for  medicine. 

ade  this  subject  a matter  of  deep  research, 
uvinced  in  very  many  instances,  wholesome 
icine. 

The  poor  of  this  neighbourhood  have 
scarcely  auy  other  food  than  the  potato, 
which  in  my  mind  is  a vegetable  produc- 
tive of  many  stomach  complaints. 

Bad  farinaceous  food  of  every  descrip- 
tion, bad  tea,  bad  animal  food. 

In  the  spring  and  early  parts  of  tlie  sujn- 
mer,  potatoes  become  sour  and  bad,  and 
no  doubt  produce,  in  many  cases,  great 
disorder  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

I am  entirely  of  opinion  tliat  the  exces- 
sive use  of  ai-dcnt  spirits  prevaUing  in  this 
district,  is  in  a great  measure  owing  to  that 
peculiar  constitution  oftlic  stomadi  caused 
liy  feimentation  of  vegetable  matter,  wluch 
the  poor  believe  is  only  to  be  coiTected  by 
the  use  of  spirits. 

It  does,  and  it  is  much  on  the  increase. 

The  excessive  use  of  airient  spirits  pre- 
vails veiy  nmcli,  it  appears  rather  to  de- 
crease, owing  chiefly  to  the  increasing 
poverty  of  the  people. 

In  too  many  instance  the  poor  of  tliis 
neighbourliooa  are  reduced  to  abject  wretch- 
edness, being  miserably  clad,  indifferently 
supplied  with  food  and  bedding,  and  in 
many  cases  without  the  common  necessaries 
of  lile. 

Generally  in  a bad  state,  wliich  I think 
in  a great  measure  owing  to  tlieii'  impro- 
vidence. 

Wc  iiave  found  themiii  themostwi-otched 
state,  wanting  bedding,  clothes  and  food,  in 
fact,  eveiy  tiling. 
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MUNSTER — Kerry — Limerick. 

Tralee  Fever  Flospital. 

Adare  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary 

. Limerick  Fever  and  Lock  Hospital. . 

JeremiaJi  Leyne,  Esq.,  m,  i>. 

William  Griffin,  Esq.,  si.n. 

John  Gean,  Esq.,  m,  d. 

Fevoi's  are  much  more  frequent  liere 
among  the  poorer  classes,  but  I have  not 
obseived  the  tj’pe  to  be  more  malignant. 
Indeed,  it  is  more  fatal  among  the  rich, 
compared  to  the  number  of  cases. 

Eci'-er  has  been  Jess  prevalent  of  late, 
and  has  not  assumed  any  unusual  tj'pe. 

They  have,  wliich  is  chiefly  attributable 
to  the  deteriorated  state  of  their  eonsti- 
tufious  from  bad  food,  and  the  wretclied- 
ness  of  their  habitations  and  bedding,  this 
has  given  a peculiai-Jy  putrid  tendency  to 
fevers.  •' 

Disease  often  occurs  amongst  the  poor 
from  the  bad  quality  of  their  food,  and  from 
a deficiency  of  food.  It  is  probable  that 
many  of  tlie  cases  requiring  medicines 
would  not  occur  if  they  had  proper  and 
wholesome  food. 

Where  the  landlords  are  non-resident, 
the  people  are  invariably  poor,  and  some- 
times miserable.  In  the  cities,  at  least  in 
the  city  of  Limerick,  more  than  half  the 
lower  class  are  -wi-etched,  and  one  some- 
times meets  witli  instances  of  apiiallina' 
distress.  ® 

I have  experienced  very  many. 

In  this  town  the  poor  liave  scarcelv  anv 
variety  of  food.  ^ 

The  diet  of  the  poor  (potatoes  and  milk) 
Ibolieve  tobe  very  whmesome;  their  dis- 
eases depend,  not  on  the  natiu-e  of  their 
food,  but  on  the  wont  of  it,  or'  on  other 
causes,  as  cold,  wet,  nakedness,  and  veiy 
often  on  the  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

The  generality  of  their  food  is  of  that 
description ; salt  heirings  are  chiefly  taken 
with  potatoes,  and  but  too  frequently,  bad 
ean-ion  beef  and  pork. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not  particu- 
larly excessive.  I tliink  drunkenness  is 
less  frequent  than  it  was  a few  years  ago. 

Decidedly. 

It  does  prevail ; but,  upon  the  -whole,  I 
thiiflc  it  is  not  as  frequently  to  be  observed, 
as  some  time  since. 

In  a very  distressed  state,  having  scarcely 
any  bed  clothes  ; often  obliged  to  use  their 
day  clothes  as  a bed  covering — lying  on 
dirty  straw  ; a very  scanty  supply  of  pota- 
toes and  sour  milk ; no  ventilation  in  their 
houses ; in  fact,  without  any  comforts. 

There  is  a veiy  gi-eat  and  general  want  I In  a most  -wretched  state. 

01  all  these  m some  districts.  The  resi-  [ 

deuce  of  the  Earl  of  Dunraven  in  Adare,  and  his  great  annual  outlay  in  buildings 
ana  other  works,  and  Lady  Dum-aven's  establishments  for  female  industiv  in 
spmumg  and  needle-work,  have  contributed  much  to  improve  tlio  condition 
and  add  to  tliq  comforts  of  the  people  about  it ; tiiere  is  no  actual  distress  there. 

MUNSTER — Limerick — Tipperary. 

Newcastle  Fever  Hospital&Dispensary 

. Rathkeale  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary 

.j  Borris  O’Kane  Fever  Hospital. 

John  Pierce,  Esq.,  si.  n. 

Charles  Patterson,  Esq.,  m,  i>. 

J.  J.  Stone;/,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

No. 

This  year  fever  has  been  in  .almost  all 
cases  complicated,  -with  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  wliicli  I attribute  to  the  want 
of  clothes  and  bedding  among  the  poor, 
conjoined  with  the  wetness  and  incle- 
mency of  tile  year. 

No;  dyspcpsiaismoreprevalentherctlian 
in  any  part  of  Ireland  I am  acquainted  ivith, 
o"’>ng,  in  a gi'eat  degree,  to  the  prejudice 
they  have  against  sufficiently  boiling  tlieir 
potatoes,  thinking  they  are  more  nutritious 
half-cooked. 

The  want  of  proper  clothes  and  food  is 
the  great  source  of  disease  in  dispensary 
practice;  and  the  cause  why  very  few 
dispensary  patients  labouring  under  chro- 
nic disease  are  benefited  by  medicine. 

— 

Yes,  as  mentioned  in  No.  2. 

The  poor,  here,  have  no  variety  of  food; 
stomach  and  bowel  complaints  arise  from 
their  exclusive  vegetable  diet,  even  among 
those  who  have  a sufficiency  of  potatoes. 

_ It  does;  the-villagcs  abound ivitli  more 
tippling-houses,  and  there  is  no  statute  in 
Ireland  annJagous  to  that  of  England, 

4 James  I,,  which  enables  magistrates  to  fine  drunkai 
the  late  Ace  enabling  the  publican  to  sell  on  Sunday  n 
an  opportunity  for  the  iabouier  to  spend  his  wages  i 
publicans  after  eleven  o’clock  at  night  must  prove  inope: 

“llie  use  of  ardent  spirits  prevails  very 
mucli  among  farmers  and  tradesmen. 

rds,  whei-eby  an  early  check  might  be  put  to  any  into: 
nuBt  tend  to  increase  the  evil,  that  being  an  idle  day,  at 
11  the  public-house.  Tlie  permbsion  for  justices  .uii 
ratlve ; in  most  cases,  the  hoiuof  rest  in  country  towns  b 

nded  riot,  the  provision  of 
id  affording  too  favourable 
1 chief  constables  to  visit 
sing  long  before  that  time. 

I think  the  lahouringpoorof  this  district 
ai’e  comparatively  well  off;  we  have,  of 
coui-sc,  beggars  ofthc  lowest  grade. 

0.5. 

_ The  great  majority  of  dispensaiy  iia- 
tieats  are  in  the  utmost  state  of  desti- 
tution ; a great  many  have  no  bedding,  nor 
even  straw  to  lie  on ; their  clothes  arc  very- 
bad,  in  several  instances  notliing  hut  filtliy 
rags.  They  frequently  tell  me  tliat  they 
have  been  for  days  witJiout  food— without  a 
3 c 4 

ny  other  drink  than  -water. 
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MUNSTER— Tipperary. 


Cahir  Fever  Flospital  and  Dispensary. 

Carrick-on-Suir  Fever  Hospital 
and  Dispensai-y. 

Clogheen  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 



— 

Fevers  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed 
any  particular  type  inmy  district. 

senteries,  diarhaaj  pcctoi 
lation  and  cleanliness,  di 
try,  ai'e  most  likely  the 

The  fevei-s  tliat  prevail  most  here  are 
the  simple  continued , tire  intermittent, 
and  occasionally  the  typhus ; otlier  dis- 
eases prevail  to  as  great  an  extent,  Buch  as  dy- 
al  diseases,  dropsy,  &c.  ; want  of  dothing,  venti- 
ibility  and  intemperance,  with  a low  marshy  conn- 
iredisposing  causes. 

The  fevers  are  all  of  a low  typhoid  type 
and  will  not  bear  depletion.  Bad  food,  oc- 
casional excesses  in  the  use  of  sph'ituous 
liquor-s  and  prevalence  of  influenza. 

I have  in  very  many  instances  observed 
fever  to  originate  among  the,  tvi'etched 
poor,  whose  onlysuppoi't  was  two  ortiiree 
scanty  meals  of  potatoes  in  the  day; 
where,  if  more  nutritious  diet  was  made 
use  ot;,  disease  in  my  opinion  would  be 
resisted. 

Fregueutly.  I have  often  admitted  pa- 
tients into  hospital,  who  in  their  own 
wretched  abodes  could  not  be  expected  to 
sm'vive  a few  lioiu's,  and  it  would  be  as- 
tonisliing  to  witness  the  alteration  that  im 
moval  to  a clean  bed,  a well  ventilated  room 
substituted  diet  for  medicine  witli  happy 

: In  those  years  when  food  is  dear,  I found 

! that  disease  was  spread  for  want  of  proper 
; sustenance. 

mediately  took  place  on  their  re- 
, and  good  diet.  I have  very  often 
result,?. 

The  potato  is  the  food  used  among  the 
poorer  classes  with  little  or  no  change,  ex- 
cept the  addition  of  milk  or  salt. 

I cannot  say  that  I have.  They  gene- 
rally subsist  on  potatoes ; when  they  are 
bad  or  scai'ce,  disease  prevails. 

Potatoes  when  of  an  inferior  quality,  or 
when  used  too  early  in  tlie  season. 

Ardent  spirits  are  used  very  much  in  my 
district,  ana  are  more  on  the  increase  than 
othei-wisc. 

Yes ; but  I do  not  tbink  it  on  the  in- 
ci-ease. 

It  does ; but  I do  not  think  the  practice 
is  either  increasu^  or  diminishing. 

Almost  in  every  instance  the  cottage  of 
the  poor  is  in  a state  of  filth  and  wn-etch- 
edness,  wanting  every  necessary  to  afford 
coinfoi-t,  few  of  them  sufficiently  venti- 
lated, some  not  at  all,  in  order-  to  promote 
warmth,  as  a substitute  for  tire  want  of 

In  the  most  wi-etclied  state ; it  would 
be  impossible  to  describe  theii'  misery.  ■ 

bedding,  clotliing, 

In  general,  tlie  poor  are  miserably  off 
for  all  tliose  comforts,  particnlaily  along 
the  foot  of  the  mountains  and  in  the  back 
lanes  of  this  town. 

MUNSTER— Tipperary. 


Cloglijordan  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Clonmel  Fever  Hospital&Dispensary. 

Nenagh  Fever  Hospital. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Coimnittce  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

I have  remarked,  that  in  a year  when 
there  was 'any  pai'ticular  blight  or  general 
failure  of  crops,  occasioning  a scarcity  or 
deterioration  of  provisions,  that  typhoid 
fevers  wei-e  more  prevalent  among  the  poor. 

It  is  not  perceived  tliat  they  have. 

Generally  typhus;  to  the  use  of  bad 
potatoes. 

There  are,  undoubtedly,  aoirie  instancea  where  dys- 
peptic and  other  diseases  have  been  ^gravated  by 
want  of  proper  sustenance,  and  where  a better  supply 
of  wholesome  food  would  prove  a valuable  assistance 
to  medical  remedies. 

N.  B.  I have  observed  ail  increase  in  the  use  of 

wheaten  bread  amongst  the  poor,  of  late  years. 

Some  instances  occur  where  disease  ap- 
pears to  be  brought  on  by  a want  of  pro- 
per food,  clothing  and  lodging,  and  a sup- 
ply of  tliese  mig-lit  have  been  beneficially 
1 siibstituted  for  medicine;  but  in  propor- 
1 tion  to  the  number,  not  many. 

We  have. 

r think  not ; except  in  dyspeptic  cases, 
■where  bread  might  beneficially  be  substi- 
tuted for  potatoes,  &c.  I do  not  find  that 
potatoes  and  milk  and  oaten  victuals  are 
promotive  of  disease 

Potato  is  the  food  in  general  use  and  is 
not  considered  likely  to  promote  disease, 
unless  when  of  bad  quality. 

1 Bad  potatoes. 

Not  in  compai-ison  with  other  districts. 
I conceive  sum  practice  is  rather  on  the 
increase  in  this  ueigbourhood. 

The  excessive  use  of  ai-dent  spirits  pre- 
vails in  tins  district  and  appears  tp  be  on 
tile  increase  in  a most  deplorable  degi-ee. 

Yes,  and  on  the  increase. 

There  is  a charitable  institution  called  the  Deacons’ 

tion,  and  meet  monthly  to  compare  and  inquiremto 
the  character  and  state  of  all  objects  which  apply, 
and  in  consequence,  I believe,  in  most  cases  I found 

Many  of  the  poor  are  in  a miserable, 
wretched  state  as  to  clothes,  food,  bedding, 
ventilation  and  furniture,  with  but  few  n 
are  several  pretty  well  off  in  these  respi 
persons  of  good  habits  appear  coinforta 

l extreme  cucs^or  wretchedness 

The  most  wretched  state  imag^hie, 

ecessary  comforts.  There 
sets,  and  some  industrious 
bly  supplied. 
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MUNSTER — Tipperary. 

RoBcrea  Fever  Hospital. 

Templemore  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Tipperary  Fever  Hospital  and 
Cappagliwhite  Disiiensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Edward  Kingsley,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  Medical  Attendant. 

Fever  or  epidemics  have  assumed  no 
pai-ticular  change  for  some  time;  fevers 
are  invariably  brought  on  the  poorer  classes 
by  tlieir  being  badly  fed,  badly  clothed 
and  badly  lodged. 

The  gastric  type  is  the  most  prevalent; 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  habits  of  the  people. 

I liave  experienced  many  instances  where 
actual  disease  has  been  brought  on  by  had 
food,  and  a scai'city  of  it,  which  woind  be 
prevented  if  wholesome  food  had  been  sub- 
stituted in  sufficient  quantity. 

The  common  necessaries  of  life  are  scarce 
and  miswable ; seropliula  is  often  the  re- 
sult of  want  of  proper  sustenance ; and  I 
am  convinced  that  hosiiital  diet  often  effects 
more  than  medicine  possibly  can. 

I have  found  tlie  poorer  classes  living  on 
potatoes,  greens,  &c.  &c.  to  be  attacked 
with  dispoptise,  dianheea,  indigestion,  &c. 

Vegetable  food  alone,  and  the  use  of  salt 
hei-ringSj  disorder  tlie  stomach  and  bowels 
and  cause  diseases  of  the  skin. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  does  prevail 
to  a frightful  extait ; and  I think  on  the 
increase. 

Yes,  public  houses  are  increasing,  and 
men  and  women  drink  to  a frightful  extent; 
illicit  distillation  aflbrds  opportunity  and 
temptation. 

In  every  instance  I have  found  them  in 
the  greatest  misery,  standing  in  need  of 
eveiy  comfort. 

The  clothes  worn  by  day  arc  frequently 
the  only  bed-covering ; few  have  more 
tlian  one  blanket. 

MUN  STER ATBRFORD. 

Dungarvan  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Lismore  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Waterford  Fever  Hospital. 

Arthur  Quin,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

I do  not  consider  fevers  have  assumed 
any  particular  tj"pe,  different  from  what 
appeal's  here  every  year^  but  from  the 
jwverty  of  the  poor  many  cases  of  a malig- 
nant character  are  met  here. 

Tj'pe  of  disease  milder. 

The  epidemic  fever  prevalent  in  this 
district  generally,  has  assumed  the  typhoid 
type : it  is  difficult  to  attribute  it  to  any 
particular  cause. 

I liave  .experienced  a great  many  in- 
stances. 

Not  many  instances  for  some  years  past, 
but  in  foi'mer  periods,  when  the  potato  crop 
has  failed,  either  in  qufdity  or  sufficiency, 
tliis  has  been  the  ease ; wholesome  food  in 
those  cases  would  have  prevented  much 
disease.  Potatoes  are  the  usual  food  of  the 
poor,  and  are  perfectly  wholesome  when  of  j 

Very  many. 

jood  quality  and  in  sufficient  supply. 

There  is  an  extensive  fishery  here ; the 
poor  people  live  cliiefly  on  fish  and  po- 
tatoes, and  when  they  cannot  get  fish 
their  principal  food  is  potatoes,  and  often 
of  a Dad  description,  and  promotive  of 
disease. 

Badly  cured  fish,  in  many  instances. 

The  Committee  do  not  feel  compettfnt 
to  answer  the  question. 

It  does ; and  I should  rather  think  it  on 
tlie  increase,  from  tlie  number  of  houses 
licensed  for  the  sale  of  spirits. 

Does  exist,  and  is  increasing. 

The  habit  of  drinking  ardent  spirits 
prevaOs  to  a great  extent  in  this  city.  The 
latter  part  of  this  question  can  be  answered 
correcQy  only  by  a reference  to  the  office 
of  excise  in  tkis  city. 

In  the  majority  of  houses  I found  the 
inliabitants  in  the  gi'eatest  state  of  wretch- 
edness, and  in  many  instances  destitute  of 
every  thing  nccessai'y  to  support  life. 

Generally  much  in  want  of  necessary 
comforts  in  illness.  Ventilation  generally 
bad;  clothing,  bedding,  &c.  tolemble  only 
in  some  instances. 

None. 

0.5.  3 D 
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ULSTER— Antrim. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. : 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Joseph  W,  Bryson,  Esq.,  m.d. 

S.  M‘Bumey,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

a.  Coffey,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Fevei-9  and  epidemics  ^eraUy  assume 
the  typhoid  type  among  the  poorer  classes, 
whict  18  owing  to  the  abuse  ofai'dent  spirits, 
the  want  of  proper  food,  and  depression  of 
mind,  occasioned  frequently  by  want  of 
employment. 

Chiefly  typhus,  which  I think  is  partly 
owing  to  the  weakened  state  of  body,  in- 
duced by  bad  food,  deficient  clothing  and 
filthy  and  badly  ventilated  apartments. 

Yes;  typhoid;  want  of  proper  food  and 
clothes. 

Frequently. 

I have  met  with  many  such  in  my  own 
districts. 

Frequently. 

Too  much  vegetable  without  the  neces- 
sary stimulus  of  animal  food. 

1 For  breakfast  they  generally  contrive  to 
liave  tea ; often  wi^out  mOk,  or  butter, 
or  sugar ; and  the  rest  of  their  food  I be- 
lieve to  be  potatoes  and  starch  flummery, 
made  from  the  washings  of  the  stai’ch. 

Salt  ham  parings,  and  other  articles 
equally  indigestible. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  p^ 
vails  much  among  the  poor,  and  is  on  the 
increase. 

Yes;  but  I rather  think  it  is  on  the  de- 
cline, which  I attribute  more  to  the  want 
of  means  to  purchase  than  to  any  improve- 
ment in  the  morals  of  the  people. 

Less  than  formerly. 

Occasionally  comfortable ; but  more  fre- 
quently miserable. 

Very  wretched  indeed.  In  a great  many 
cases  they  have  neither  bed  nor  be^ing, 
and  sometimes  not  even  straw  to  lie  on; 
and  their  only  coveting  is  the  rags  tliey 
wear  through  the  day. 

Generally  in  want  of  aU. 

ULSTER — Antrim. 


Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary.  1 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

William  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Henry  Foreade,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Robert  WCheney,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

The  common  continued  fever  of  the 
country  assumes  more  or  less  of  the  typhoid 
type.  Since  the  Indian  cholera  appeared, 
and  shortly  before,  I think  dysentery  has 
been  less  frequent,  and  diarrhoea,  with  or 
without  vomiting,  more  so. 

Fevers  mnong  the  poorer  classes  ^ne- 
rally  put  on  the  typhoid  type,  wliich  1 con- 
sider to  be  owing  to  the  want  of  proper 
nourishment,  and  to  tire  filthiness  of  their 
Irabitations. 

Typhus  fever  is  the  most  general  com- 
plaint among  the  poorer  class,  wliich  I at- 
tiibute  greatly  to  the  use  of  ai-dent  sphits, 
bad  clothing,  damp  and  ill-ventilated  hovels, 
want  of  cleanliness  and  deficiency  of  whole- 
some  food. 

No. 

I am  confident  that  actual  disease  has 
been  brought  on  by  want  of  proper  suste- 
nance ; had  they  received  wholesome  food, 
meicine  would  not  have  been  requii'ed. 

good  derived  by  dispensary  patients,  irar 
both  which  supply  food,  fuel  and  straw, 

I have  not  oborved  any  disease  brought 
on  by  want  of  proper  sustenance ; but  I have  seen 
many  where,  it  appeared  to  me,  wholesome  food 
would  have  been  benefidally  substituted  for  mcdl- 
1 cine  ; and  in  this  I think  I am  warranted,  from  the 
n our  House  of  Industry,  and  Destitute  Sick  Society, 
with  other  necessaries  to  the  out-sick  or  out-patients. 

No. 

I consider  starch  so  wins,  obtained  by  the  I 
washing  of  the  cadrs,  and  tire  residue  of , 
the  starch,  to  be  unwholesome,  and  tend- 
ing to  bring  on  disease. 

I cannot  say  that  I have. 

Spirits  appear  to  be  more  generallyused; 
but  I thiii  cases  of  excessive  drunkenness 
axe  less  frequent. 

Not  having  a district,  I cannot  state 
positively;  but  I believe  it  is  on  the  de- 
crease, the  poor  not  having  the  means  to 
obtain  ardent  spirits. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  excessive  use  of 
ardent  spirits  prevails  in  this  district,  and 
I rather  tliink  it  is  not  on  the  decline. 

I should  say,  as  well  off  in  these  respects 
as  I have  found  them  in  other  large  towns. 

Generally  in  a very  bad  state. 

In  general,  the  lower  class  of  poor  ^ 
found  deficiently  clothed  and  wretchemy 
ill  off  for  want  of  sufficient  bedding,  firing 
or  fiuTiitui'e ; and  from  their  poverty  are  so 
crowded  together  in  their  miserable  habita- 
tions, as  to  deprive  th«n  of  the  salutary 
effects  of  ventilation. 
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Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Alexander  Kendell,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

William  Mateer,  Esq.,  si.n. 

David  Moore,  Esq.,  Su^eou. 

The  few  cases  of  fever  tliat  have  come 
under  my  notice  arose  fi-om  exposure,  as- 
sisted by  want  of  proper  clothing. 

They  generally  assume  a typhoid  type 
It  is  the  type  tfiat  mostly  occurs  in  largo 
towns  where  povei-ty  prevails. 

This  will  never  occur  in  plentiful  seasons, 
for  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of  looking 
back  to  the  epidemics  that  have  visited  Ire- 
land for  the  last  century  and  lialf,  will  inva- 
riably find  famine  either  proceeding  or 
accompanying  the  epidemic  fever  of  this 
country. 

I have  experienced  many  iiBtanceswhere 
actual  disease  lias  been  brought  on  by  want  of  proper 
sustenance,  and  by  its  general  accumpanlmcnts,  bad 
clothii^  and  bad  ventilation.  .A  disease  caused  by 
such  circumstances  Can  hardly,  if  ever,  be  reliercd  nilhout 
with  good  clothing,  may  form  powerful  **  adjuv&nfia"  to 

It  does  not  appear  that  disease  is  often 
brought  ou  by  want  of  proper  sustenance ; it  is  pro- 
bable, bowevei-,  that  diseases  of  debility,  such  as  drop- 
sy, are  occasionally  induced  among  weaHy  people,  by 
poor  food,  and  damp,  bad  accommodations.  Those 
who  were  poorly  fed,  ill  clothed,  and  badly  lodged, 
were  pai  ticuiai'ly  susceptible  of  cholera. 

By  no  means. 

This  query  is  pertinent  to  a subject  which 
has  lately  occupied  my  attention.  I believe 
tliat  the  extenwve  use  of  salt  in  food  is  a 
fruitful  source  of  disease.  It  is  also  my  opinion,  th 
great  measure,  the  prevailing  taste  for  ai  dent  spirits 
which  shows  itself  to  be  on  the  increase.  The  fact  aj 
doubted,  and  can,  as  1 imagine,  be  accounted  for  on 

_ I have  not  found  any  particular  descrip- 
tion of  food  promote  disease. 

at  to  the  same  cause  may  he  attiibuted,  in  a 
1 which  is  so  common  among  the  poor,  and 
jpearg,  fl'om  ciitensive  observation,  to  be  un- 
physiological  principles. 

From  all  inquiries  I have  made,  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits  is  by  no  means  lessened. 

The  use  of  ardent  spkits  does  prevail  to 
a considerable  extent,  but  I believe  it  is  not 
on  tlie  increase.  It  appears  to  be  stationary. 

In  general,  their  houses  not  clean;  no 
attention  to  ventUation ; clothes  indifferent; 
many  without  bed  or  bedding,  eithei'  sleep- 
ing on  the  floor  or  on  straw,  wth  very  little 
bed  clothes ; food  not  to  be  complained  of;  > 
general  cornfort  little  attended  to. 

Clothing  generally  bad;  food  tolerable, 
butsometimesof  a poor  description ; bedding 
and  furnitui'e  in  most  instances  exceedingly 
bad,  and  consist  of  few  articles.  Them 
houses  ai-e  genci-ally  badly  ventilated. 

ULSTER— Antrim. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Belfast  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Daniel  Jl£ur7'ay,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

S.  S.  Thomson,  Esq.,  m.d. 

William  Quin,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Generally  typhoid  among  the  poor,  in 
consequence  of  low  diet. 

I have  not  observed  any  peculiaiities 
worthy  of  special  notice.  So  fur  as  I can 
judge,  the  epidemic  visitations  we  have  had 
have  been  milder  than  hi  many  other 
places,  both  in  extent  and  severity.  This 
1 am  disposed  to  attribute  to  the  care  taken 
of  our  poor,  and  theii'  better  condifioil. 

I have  nothing  pai-tieular  to  ohseiwe  to 
this,  but  I tliink  there  has  been  less  fever 
this  winter,  and  of  a milder  character  than 
any  fonner  season  I recollect. 

I have  witnessed  a few  such  cases. 

I have  often  seen  disease  produced  and 
aggi-a,vated  among  the  poor,  botli  by  the 
scarcity  and  bad  quality  of  their  food. 
An  increase  of  typhus  fever  ahvays  accom- 
panies seasons  of  dearth  here. 

I have  seen  many  instances  where  disease 
has  been  a^'avated,  and  recoveiy  retailed, 
by  want  of  proper  food. 

The  paiings  of  salt  hams. 

Nothing  particular;  the  qualify  of  food 
used  by  our  poor  here  is,  I believe,  better 
than  in  many  other  pai-ts  of  Ireland. 

I have  not. 

..The  excessive  use  of  spMts  continues,  I 
think,  to  the  same  extent  as  formerly. 

1 _ Ardent  sphits  arc  too  much  in  use.  It 
is  said  that  the  influence  of  tlie  Tempe- 
rance societies  is  felt  in  somewliatcheckhig 
this  vice. 

Ik 

Much  as  usual. 

Gener^y  in  wi'ctched  state  as  to  olotiiing, 
tood  furniture;  poi-ticularly  in  want  of 

clotliing  m winter. 

0.5. 
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Never  having  liad  chai'ge  of  a district,  I 
refer  to  the  replies  of  the  dispensary  district 
attendants. 
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Lisburn  Fever  Hospital. 

Cavan  Fever  Hospital. 

Ramelton  Fever  Hospital  and 
Dispensary. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Hugh  Macdonald,  Esq.,  M.  i). 

J.  Hunter,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

We  had  only  a few  oases  of  cholera  here. 
The  tj'pe  of  fever  for  some  time  has  been 
rather  mild  (typhus  mitior),  occasionally 
(frequently,  wfiere  neglected)  terminating 
in  typhus  gravior. 

I do  not  think  they  have. 

Typhus  fever,  I tliink,  has  assumed  a 
milder  type  of  late,  whether  from  the  dis- 
ease having  exhausted  itself  or  the  people’s 
food  being  better  I cannot  say ; but  1 am 
disposed  to  tliinlc  the  latter. 

Cases  of  this  kind  are  of  rare  occurrence 
in  this  neighbourhood  at  present. 

I have  no  doubt  but  bad  food,  bad 
clothing  and  want  of  fuel  bring  on  fevers, 
and  it  is  among  the  class  of  persons  so  cir- 
cumstanced that  fever  most  prevail,  parti- 
' cularly  in  winter. 

About  the  year  1817  great  numbers  died 
of  actual  disease,  brought  on  by  want  of 
food ; but  of  late  years  the  food  has  been 
cheap  and  the  quafity  good,  and  the  people 
endeavour  to  get  food  wiile  they  want  other 
comforts. 

This  mode  of  living  solclyupon  potatoes, 
often  of  a bad  description,  and  other  badly 
boiled  vegetables,  are  in  many  instances 
pi'omotive  of  disease. 

'fherc  is  no  food  known  among  the  class 
of  persons  above  mentioned  but  potatoes, 
and  bad  as  their  food  is,  I consider  insuffi- 
cient clothing  by  dayand  by  night  a greater 
source  of  disease,  particularly  of  fevers. 

The  poor  live  almost  entirely  on  potatoes, 
which,  when  of  a good  qu^ity,  are  veiy 
light  and  nourisliiiig ; I think  their  diseases 
arise  more  fi'om  bad  clothing  and  damp 
houses  than  from  the  quidity  of  the  food. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  has 
prevailed  considerably  here;  but  it  is  rather 
presumed  to  be  on  the  decrease. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  does  exist  to  a 
deplorable  and  ruinous  extent,  and  most 
imdoubtedly  is  on  the  increase,  and  is  tlie 
greatest  moral  evil  that  exists,  and  is  the 
reil  cause  of  almost  all  the  poverty  and 
distress  that  afflict  the  great  body  of  those 
who  sustain  themselves  by  daily  labour. 

Excessivedrinking  prevails  most  amongst 
the  lower  classes;  but  I think  it  on  the  de- 
cline in  this  neighbourhood. 

During  tlie  continuance  of  the  board  of 
hedth  here,  the  condition  of  the  poor  was 
greatly  improved,  from  the  activity  and 
vigilance  pursued.  The  Marquis  of  Hertfo 
establislicd  a soup  kitchen,  gave  bedding  a: 
houses ; since  the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  i 

In  general  most  wretched  and  misciablc 
amongst  the  very  lowest  and  poorest. 

rd,  tlu-ough  his  kind  agent.  Dean  Stannus, 
ad  bedsteads,  improved  ventilation  by  openir 
ill  these  increased  comforts  have  necessarily 

1 

The  houses  damp  and  badly  ventilated  ; 
clothes,  bedding,  furniture  anS  otlier  com- 
forts in  general  very  bad. 

ig  windows,  and  whitewashed  their 
not  been  so  well  attended  to. 

1 ^ 

ULSTER— Down— Tyrone. 

Downpatrick  Fever  Hospital. 

Newry  Fever  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Strabane  Fever  Hospital  & Dispensary. 

George  Buchanan,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Secretary  and  Medical  Attendant. 

A.  Lenney,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Fevers  have  very  constantly  assumed  a 
typhoid  character  and  other  epidemics  a 
malignant  type,  arising  from  the  general 
poverty  and 'want  of  comforts  of  the  poorer 
classes,  and  tlieii'  too  frequent  practice  of 
drinking  laigely  of  ai-dent  spirits,  debilitating 
their  constitutions. 

Fcvei-s  and  epidemics  usually  amongst 
the  poorer  classes  assume  a typhoid  type, 
which  appears  attributable  to  their  nume- 
rous wants. 

Fever  is  not  so  prevalent  tliis  year  as 
last,  nor  of  so  bad  a type.  • 

I have  no  doubt  that  many  of  the 
eases  of  the  poor  arise  from  improper  and  in- 
sufficient diet,  and  tliat  consequently  many 
of  their  ailments  would  have  been  prevented 
by  more  wholesome  food,  and  I have  in- 
stances daily  under  my  observation  in  the 
county  infirmary  where  generous  diet  aloue, 

The  instances  appear  numerous  where 
disease  has  been  induced  from  want  of  pro- 
per sustenance,  and  where  wholesome  food 
might  have  been  beneficially  substituted 
for  medicine. 

witli  the  comforts  of  a warm  room  and  bed,  ] 

I have  known  cases  where  wholesome 
food  might  have  been  beneficially  substi- 
tuted for  medicine. 

have  been  sufficient  to  remove  disease. 

I conceive  that  potatoes,  without  a proper 
admixture  of  other  food,  have  been  produc- 
tive ofmany  diseasesofthe  digestive  orgims ; 
iso  a too  fi'ee  use  of  oatmeal  and  salted  food 
has  given  lise  to  many  obstinate  eruptive 
diseases. 

The  principal  diet  of  the  poor  here,  pota- 
toes and  saltlierrmgs,  seems  frequently  to 
produce  a morbid  state  of  the  system,  and 
particularly  cutaneous  affections. 

Not  any  in  particular ; potatoes  and  salt 
witli  milk  is  tlieif  usual  diet,  and  when  they 
can  get  enough  by  no  means  unwholesome. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
prevail  in  my  neighbourhood,  and  rather 
increashig,  perhaps  owing  to  the  practice  of 
allowing  the  free  sale  of  spirits  in  public- 
houses  during  the  greater  part  of  the  Sab- 
bath. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  prevails  in  this 
district  to  a considerable  extent ; but  its 
' excessive  use  does  not  appear  increasing. 

It  is  not  on  the  increase,  nor  do  I think 
tliat  there  is  a less  consumption  of  ardent 
spirits  than  formerly. 

Many  of  the  poor  of  this  district  have 
been  found  to  be  very  deficient  in  clothes, 
food,  bedding  and  necessary  comforts. 


Their  clothes  of  a very  insufficient  de- 
scription to  guard  them  against  the  incle- 
mency of  printer ; their  food  of  the  plainest 

description,  namely, potatoes,  oatmeal,  salt  _ _ , . , n 

herrings,  buttermilk,  with  sometimes  the  worst  description  of  tea ; their  bedding  ot  the 
poorest  kind,  frequently  one  bed  sufficing  for  a whole  family ; their  fmniture  hardly 
doseiTmg  that  name,  and  ventilation  wholly  neglected  or  studiously  prevented. 


They  are  more  comfortable  tliis  year  than 
last;  but  the  majority  of  them  are  badly  off 
for  ventilation  and  cleanliness. 


Printed  texts  were  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  University  Library  and  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


for  inquiring  ini.o  the  CONDITION  of  the  POORER  CLASSES  in  IRELAND. 


255  SUPPLEMENT  to  APPENDIX  (B,);  PART  II.,  FIRST  REPORT  of  COMMISSIONERS 


LEINSTER — Dublin  City — Dublin — Kildare. 


City  ofDablinInfirmary(Jervis-street.)  < 

bounty  Dublid  Infirmary  & Dispensary.! 

County  Kildare  Infirmary. 

Cominittee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendants. 

Committee  and  Medical  Attendant. 

Persona  coining  to  this  hospital  liaving 
met  with  accidents,  usually  are  attacked  , 
with  low  nervous  'fever  in  consequence  of 
tlieri'  previous  intemperance  and  bad  diet. 

Fever’S  and  epidemics  have  occMionaUy 
assumed  particular’  types ; but  it  would  be  i 
difficult  to  assign  the  precise  modifying 
cause. 

Have  not  assumed  any  particular  type 
imong  the  pooi’er  classes. 

Instances  frequently  occur. 

We  have  many. 

Such  cases  have  sometimes  occurred  to 
me ; but  I believe  in  general  the  diseases  of 
tlie  poor  are  occasioned  by  want  of  whole- 
some food. 

In  the  city  tliere  are  not  many  opportu- 
nities of  observing,  so  as  to  give  a general 
answer. 

The  food  of  the  poorer  classes  generally 
is  productive  of  disease. 

Have  not  found  any. 

Yes,  to  the  former  part ; but  cannot  say 
as  to  the  latter. 

The  use  of  ai-dent  spfrits  does  prevail  to 
a consider-able  extent ; but  we  can  fbr'm  no 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  on  the  increase 
or  otherwise. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
not  prevail  in  this  district. 

The  medical  attendants  do  not  usually 
visit  patients  applyii^  at  this  hospital  at 
their  own  houses. 

In  the  utmost  wretchedness. 

Gener^y  in  a wretched  state  as  to  all 
tlr^e  particulars. 

LEINSTER— King’s  County— Longford— 

Louth. 



King’s  County  Infirmary. 

County  Longford  Infirmai-y. 

County  Louth  Infirmary. 

George  Peirce,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

George  Peacoeke,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

E.  G.  Brunkffr,  Esq.,  si.  n. 

Fevers  have,  amongst  the  poorer  classes, 
frequently  assumed  the  typhoid  type,  owing 
to  the  want  of  proper  nuti-iment. 

I cannot  say  that  1 have  obsei-ved  so  par- 
tienUu'ly. 

Fevers  and  epidemics  gener-ally  assume 
the  low  or  typhoid  type  among  the  poor, 
wHoh  is  attributable  to  their  bad  food  arid 
clotbing,  want  ,of  ventilation  and  cleanli- 
ness. 

In  many  cases  this  oecure ; recoveries  are 
also  often  protracted  by  want  of  proper  nu- 
triment. 

I have  no  doubt  tliat  in  many  instances 
such  has  been  the  case. 

In  the  course  of  my  practice  I have  met 
with  many  such  cases. 

Their  gcneralfoodis  potatoes,  sometimes 
with  sour  milk ; dyspeptic  diseases  prevail 
very  much,  which  I attribute  to  the  quality 
of  food. 

Yes,  potatoes,  pai’ticularly  unwholesome 
and  proactive  otdyspepfic  complaints  and 
stomach  derangements. 

In  general,  potatoes  ai’e  the  almost  ex- 
clusive food  of  the  poor. 

It  certainly  does  provail  to  a great  extent, 
but  not  more  generally  than  in  other  dis- 
tricts. 

Yes;  the  very  low  price  of  gi’aiu  of  late 
, leads  to  the  practice  of  illicit  distiUatlon, 
which  naturally  tends  to  the  more  exten- 
sive consumption  of  ai'dent  spirits  amongst 
the  lower  classes,  in  consequence  of  its 
cheapness  and  abundance. 

To  a gi-eat  extent,  and  I conceive  is  iu- 
creasii^. 

Inmanypartsof  the  county  most  wretchec 
indeed. 

1 Among  tho  lowest  classes  of  the  pea- 
santry then.’  state  is  very  bad,  indicative  oi 
gi-eat  poverty ; but  I tliink,  speakir^  gene- 
rally, there  is  an  improvement  of  late  in 
the  condition  of  the  lower  orders. 

Generally  speaking,  the  cabins  andper- 
• sons  of  those  applying  for  relief  are  without 
■ any  kind  of  comtort ; many  liave  no  other 
L covering  at  night  than  the  clothes  they  wear 
durh^  the  day;  tliefr  cabins  are  mostly 
without  any  furniture,  and  ventilation  is 
never  thought  of. 
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LEINSTER — Meath — Queen’s  Coontt — Westmeath. 


County  Meath  Infiimary. 

Queen’s  County  Infirmary. 

: County  Westmeath  Infirmary. 

L.  Byron,  Esq.,  w.  n. 

Jb/m  Jacob,  Esq.,  ai.  D. 

— 

Fevers,  commonly  called  typhus,  dysen- 
teries and  diarrhoeas  are  the  prevailing  dis- 
orders amoi^  the  poorer  classes  in  my 
neighbourhood.  I believe  tlie  causes  are 
mainly  attributable  to  habits  of  intempe- 
rance, and  bad  food  and  lodging. 

Epidemic  fevers  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence; their  character  is,  generally  speak- 
ing, typhoid,  which  is  probably  attribu- 
table to  the  wants  and  privations  to  which 
the  peasantry  are  exposed. 

They  have  not;  perhaps  tlie  fever  is  more 
generally  of  the  typhus  kind,  which  may 
he  attributed  to  the  use  of  spirits. 

Many  instances  have  fallen  imder  my ' 

observation,  where,  1 believe,  disease  aod  death  were  occa- 
sioned by  wantof  proper  and  wholcsotnefood.  I have  some- 
times admitted  patients  at  the  infirmary,  when  their  only 

Si?.tiy;«eSTafina 

geese  for  their  own  use,  but  many  who  do  so  are  oblh 
meat,  but  they  caunol  be  regarded  os  belonging  to  thi 
maty,  we  find  that  a large  proportion  require  invigoi 

I have  experienced  numerous  instances  in 

which  actual  disease  hu  been  mduced  by  want  of  proper  sus- 

1 Some  such  cases  are  to  be  met,  but  not 
often ; when  their  provisions  are  bad,  dis- 
eases ai-o  moi-e  frequent. 

is,  in  a great  measure,  confined  to  the  more  comfotlahle 
leof  diet  to  the  poorer  classes ; llic  more  comfortable  rear 
radespeopic  in  towns  cau  occasionally  )>rooure  butchers' 
irly  apply.  Amoi^t  rte  patients  admitted  into  our  infir- 

The  poor  in  tliis  neighbom-hood  are  fed 
chiefly  on  potatoes ; when  those  are  defi- 
cient, or  bad  in  quality,  which  sometimes 
happens,  disorders  are  common. 

Answered  above. 

Tlie  constant  use  of  potatoes  sometimes 
promotes  disease. 

The  excessive  use  of  pdent  spuite  pre- 

!hls™p“nici™sti^Ct*^^^^ 

the  iLcteased  number  of  whiskey  shops. 

number  of  those  who  attend  markets,  fairs,  ft 

Tlie  abuse  of  ardent  spirits  prevails  to  a 

considerble  extent,  and  is  productive  of  the  most  frightful 
conse^ue^ccs^  A toge  jpr^porlion^f  t^  onraes,  '’hich^ha^e 

in^l‘o“o^tV^emb"a^^7oTu^V°o^ 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits  exists  to  a great 
extent,  and  is  decidedly  on  the  increase, 
and  has  been  for  some  time. 

lent  produced  by  perhaps  a single  glass  of  whiskey.  A large 
: riots,  and  too  frequently  fata!  alfniYe-  It  extinguishes. 

The  poor  in  tliis  town  and  neigliljomiiood  1 The  destitution  of  the  labouring  popula- 

re  exttcmely  dcstilute  of  ilicDccessstycomrorts  oflife,  ] Hon  can  only  be  fully  climated  by  those  whobavejrtlne^d 


latly  on  Sundays  or  holydays,  fair  or  ma 
they  seetn  comparati'rely  comfortable)  w 
A visit  to  the  bed  of  sickness,  in  their  w 
choly  reablies  of  their  situation  can  be  s 


Ventilation  generally  bad,  furniture  and 

bedding  generally  comforlabloi  sometimes  very  indiflerentj 
clothes  geucrally  good,  nillifew  oscepiions ; food  principally 
potatoes,  their  supply  of  which  varies  with  the  season,  but 
generally  have  enough, 

r charged  with  smoke 
for  the  purposes  of  vea 


LEINSTER — Wexfoed — Wicklo-w. 


County  Wexford  Infirmary. 

County  Wicklow  Infirmary,  No.  1. 

County  Wicklow  Infimai-y,  No.  2, 
(at  Baltinglass.) 

/.  J2.  Crane,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

William  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Ji.  n. 

N.  W.  Heath,  Esq.,  Liceu.  Surgeon. 

Fevers  have  not  been  epidemic  here  for 
some  years ; bowel  complaints  have  been 
very  £iequent,  and  of  an  obstinate  clia- 
racter,  aggravated,  no  doubt,  by  the  want 
of  proper  food,  clothing,  firing,  &c. 

Yes,  there  are  less  cephalic,  and  more 
abdominal  symptoms  than  fbinierly,  at- 
tending the  6vers  which  I liavo  seen  during 
the  last  year  and  a half. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  diseases 
among  the  poor,  ai'e  caused  by  want  of  pro- 
per sustenance ; and  numerous  cases  occur 
where  food,  not  medicine,  is  the  requisite. 

See  Answer  to  No.  6. 

As  potatoes,  and  occasionally  herring, 
' comprise  all  the  vaiiety  In  tlie  food  of  tlie 
poor  here,  there  is  no  room  for  compari- 
son, but  tlieii'  constant  use  arc  prolific  in 
disease. 

See  Answer  to  No.  5. 

The  use  of  ardent  sph-its  is  veiy  general, 
but  the  excessive  use  of  it  appears  to  be 
confined  to  tradesmen  and  sailoi's.  We  can- 
not form  an  opinion  as  to  its  increase. 

mental 

Yob,  when  and  where  it  can  be  procured ; 
they  view  it  in  the  light  of  an  indulgence, 
the  only  one  they  have ; it  comforts  them 
for  the  time,  it  stimulates  their  relaxed 
stomachs.  I think  we  cannot  attribute  this 
horrid  custom  (speaking  abstractedly)  to 
depravity,  but  to  their  other  deprivations. 

I am  not  bound  to  attend  poor  at  their 

houses,  but  I often  do,  and  am  happy  to 
be  able  to  say,  that  I consider  the  poor  of 
Weidord  and  its  neiglibouiliood  more  coni- 

forlabic,  better  fed,  clothed  and  liouacd,  and  moro  moral 
tlian  the  same  class  in  most  of  the  other  parts  of  Ireland. 
1 think  there  is  a considerahie  improvoment  amongst  the 
poor  in  all  tlie  above-mentioned  particulars,  wilhift  tbclast 
eighteen  years, 

From  ample  experience,  I can  say  no- 
thing can  be  more  wretched  than  the  state 
of  the  poor  here ; they  are  almost  in  every 
instance  destitute  of  the  comforts,  and  very 
generally  of  a sufficiency  of  the  commonest 
necessaries  of  life.  This  is  their  state,  even 
in  iicaltli,  but  in  disease  their  state  is  deploi 

Clothing  not  vciy  bad,  though  inade- 
quate; food  generafiy  potatoes;  fuel  very 
scarce ; milk,  butter  or  meal  would  be  to 
tliera  comfoi'ts,  but  generiJly  Bpcaiiiig  tliey  are 
not  to  be  procured  by  ^he  jioor  bore  i tlie  iiirui- 
ture  corresponds, 
able  in  the  extreme. 
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MUNSTER — Clare— City  of  Gore. 


County  Clare  Infirmary. 

North  Infirmary,  City  of  Cork. 

South  Infirmary,  City  of  Cork. 

George  W.  (/Brian,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendants. 

JoJm  Woodrqffe,  Esq.,  ju.d. 

The  epidemics  liave  often  assumed  a low 
mali^ant  type,  caused  by  deficiency  of 
noui'ishment  aud  clothing. 

All  epidemics  attack  the  poor  with  tlie 
greatest  severity,  and  tlie  cause  appears  to 
be  their  extreme  destitution. 

The  medical  ofiicers  of  this  institution 
do  not  attend  fever  cases ; they  are  received 
into  the  House  of  Recoveiy. 

I have ; a gi'eat  many. 

Frequent  cases  occur  to  us  where  disease 
has  beenbroughtonby  want  of  proper  sus- 
tenance, and  where  ■\Aolesome  food  might 
have  been  beneficially  substituted  for  me- 
diciiie. 

Instances  of  the  kind  occur'  constantly. 

I have ; the  use  of  potatoes,  as  tJie  sole 
food,  produces  a gi-eat  many  diseases. 

When  the  potato  crop  fails,  severe  dis- 
eases of  the  digestive  organs  arc  the  con- 
sequence. 

The  constant  use  of  potatoes)  as  so  uni- 
versal an  article  of  diet,  produces  dyspepsia; 
pyrosis  and  diarrhoea. 

It  docs  veiy  mucli,  and  I believe  is  great- 
ly on  the  increase. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  express  the 
frightful  extent  to  which  the  extensive 
abuse  of  spirits  prevails,  and  unquestion- 
ably it  is  on  the  increase. 

Tlie  abuse  of  ar-dent  spirits  is  great,  and 
daily  increasing  in  the  city  of  Cork ; and  it 
is  to  be  lamented  that  the  Government  have 
drought  proper  to  encourage  distillation,  iu 
preference  to  the  manufacture  of  malt  li- 
quors. 

Very  bad  and  uncomfortable  in  every  re- 
spect. 

The  physicians  andsmgeons  of  the  North 
Infirmary  do  not  attend  the  houses  of  the 
poor. 

The  poor  are  not  attended  at  their  own 
houses  by  tire  medical  officers  of  the  Soutli 
Infirmary. 

MUNSTER — Cork — Kerry — Limerick. 


County  Cork  Infirmary. 

County  Kerry  Infirmary. 

City  of  Limerick  Infirmary  and 
Barrington’s  Hospital. 

St.  John  Galwey,  Esq.,  M.  n. 

Medical  Attendants. 

Our  epidemics  are  fevers,  cataarhs  and 
dysentery,  I believe ; of  these  typhus  fever 
alone  has  assumed  an  altered  type ; it  has 
been  unusually  mild  for  two  or  three  years  j 
no  cause  Iras  been  assigned  for  this. 

Fevers  occasionally  have  assumed  a bad 
type ; contagion,  bad  clothing,  cold,  wet, 
bad  bedding  and  bed  clothes  and  bad  food, 
all  debilitating  causes. 

Not  for  several  years;  cholera  excepted. 

Yes;  but  I am  sure  potatoes,  if  suffi- 
ciently cooked,  eaten  with  salt  and  taken  in 
moderation,  instead  of  the  usual  repletion, 
are  very  salutary,  as  much  so  as  oaten  meal  ■ 
but  when  the  potato  begins  to  germinate,  it  i 
affections,  and  I believe,  to  create  or  aggrav 

Many  instauces  where  disease  might  be 
prevented  by  wholesome  food. 

or  even  wheaten  bread, 

3 apt  to  engender  bowel 
ate  skill  diseases. 

Instances  of  this  description  arc  unfor- 
tunately so  frequent  tliat  it  fi^quently  hap- 
pens the  medical  attendant  finds  the  d«- 
pensing  of  a sliilling  in  charity,  to  buy  pro- 
visions, will  be  of  more  value  than  his  pro- 
fessional advice ; such  cases  daily  come 
under  inspection. 

Experience  enables  me  to  say,  that  qua- 
lity or  quantity  of  food  has  less  influence  on 
^e  health  of  the  people  tlran  the  abuse  of 
ardent  spirits. 

The  general  food,  and  indeed,  the  only 
food  of  the  poor,  the  potato,  is,  at  parti- 
cular periods,  productive  of  disease. 

stomach  and  bowels;  in  son 
means,  to  get  salt  hen-inj 

The  inferior  description  of  potatoes  which 
the  poor  are  compelled  to  subsist  on,  witli- 
out  even  the  addition  of  milk  or  salt,  con- 
tributes greatly  to  promote  disorder's  of  the 
ae  instances,  where  me  poor  are  able,  by  any 
;s,  diseases  of  tlie  skin  ai'e  very  numerons. 

I conceive  the  use  of  whiskey  is  less  ex- 
cessive this  year  tb&n  heretofore.  The  love  of  ardeot  spirits 
however,  prevails  to  a decree  so  hardened,  that  drunkenness 

means.  On^this  iKad,  so  prolillc  of  misery  and  vice,  1 feel 
1 may  give  a little  more  than  a simple  answer  to  the  queries. 
The  ratio  in  the  consumption  of  spirituous  to  mall  liquors  has 
iucreased.  and  is  incteasinRi  Uiis.I  believe,  is  maiitly  caused 
by  adisproporlionate  duty  on  malt,  andwuntuf  vigour  in  suppi 
constitute  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole,  ate  generally  bo 

The  quantity  consumed  in  general  is,  I 
believe,  greater  than  foi-merly,  but  the 
quantity  individually  consumed  is  less ; 
there  is  not  so  much  drunkenness  obser- 
vable as  formerly. 

reseing illicit trafne.  Houece without licentrcsell  whiskcyonly, 
d characters,  and  it  is  in  the  houses  of  such  people,  that  ibo  ol 

In  all  cities  thei'e  are  to  be  found  a large 
class  of  dram  drinkers ; but  such  practice 
here  is  not  evidently  greater'  now  tlrau 
1 before. 

Generally  the  poor  are  in  a state  of  des- 
titution in  all  the  particulars  refeiTed  to. 

Bad  enough. 

1 In  a most  miserable  and  dirty  state,  in 
every  instance. 
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MUNSTER — Limehick — ^Tipperary.  j 

ULSTER— Antrim. 

County  Limerick  Infirmary. 

County  Tipperary  Infirmary. 

County  Antrim  Infii’mary. 

Mr.  J,  Sands,  Apothecary. 

Charles  Vaughan,  Esq.,  M.  n. 

William  Stewart,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Fevem  and  epidemics  gener-iUy  assume 
a low  typhoid  character,  which  is  owing 
to  the  bad  food,  filthy  habits  and  other  eij-- 
cumstances,  wliich  tend  to  depress  their 
constitutional  vigour. 

Very  little  fever  for  some  years.  ‘IVlicu 
wc  have  it  commences  with  inflammatory 
sj’mptomsj'lemiinating  in  mild  typhus,  and 
is,  in  fact,  the  synocliusof  Cullen.  We  have 
had  the  epidemic  uifluenza  and  but  few 
cases  of  cholei'a. 

Instances  do  frequently  occur,  where 
want  of  proper  food,  combined  with  filth, 
scanty  clothing,  &c.  not  only  causes  the 
occun-ence  of  the  disease,  hut  prolongs  and 
aggi-avates  disorders,  which,  under  otliex 
circumstances,  would  easily  become  ma- 
nageable. 

I cannot  state  that  any  disease  arises  posi- 
tively fi.’om  want  of  sustenance,  but  all  are 
aggravated  from  it,  and  medicine  cannot 
produce  its  usual  beneficial  effects  that  ro- 
sult  in  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital. 

Almost  universally,  potatoes,  of  a bad 
description,  are  theii’  chief  article  of  diet, 
consequentlydyspepsia  and  indigestion  are 
very  prevalent. 

Potatoes  and  oatnieal,  generally  speaking, 
form  the  food  of  the  poorer  class ; but  I can- 
not attribute  any  disease  to  their  use. 

Yes,  and  on  the  increase. 

In  towns  and  villages  the  poor  drink  a 
great  deal  of  sphits ; tlie  peasantry  living 
at  a distance  from  places  of  public  resort 
di-ink  when  tlieir  business  leads  tliem  to 
the  neighbouring  to^vns  to  fail’s  and  mar- 
kets. The  practice  is  not  diminisliing. 

It  does  very  much,  and  I rather  believe  it 
is  such  as  has  been  for  yearn  past. 

In  this  part  of  the  country  the  poor 
possess  no  comforts,  aud  suffer  under  all 
the  privations  mentioned. 

When  called  upon  to  attend  the  poor,  I 
generally  find  them  very  badly  jn’ovidcd 
with  all  the  ai’ficlcs  mentioned  in  tlus  query. 
Ventilation  seldom  attended  to. 

ULSTER — Armagh — Donegal — Down. 

1 

County  Armagh  Infirmary. 

County  Donegal  Infirmary. 

County  Down  Infirmary  andDispensary. 

A.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

A.  Gillespey,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

George  Buchanan,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

The  fevers  that  have  been  most  observed 
here  have  latterly  been  of  the  cataiThal  de- 
scription, which  seems  to  be  attributable  to 
the  wretched  clothing  of  the  poor,  and  their 
want  of  fire  and  other’  necessaries. 

The  county  surgeon  has  no  opportunity 
of  knowing  this  from  experience,  but  has 
reason  to  Imow  from  the  dispensary  suigeon 
that  there  have  been  few  fevers  or  epidemics  in  this 
neighbourhood ; even  the  cholera,  though  ragmg  in 
Strabane,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  never  ap- 
peared in  LifFoi'd,  in  which  the  infirmary  is  situated. 

Feyei's  have  very  constantly  assumed  a 
typhoid  clinracter,  and  other  epidemics  a 
malignant  tj’pe,  arising  from  the  general 
poverty  and  want  of  comforts  of  the  lower 
classes,  and  their  too-frequent  practice  of 
drinking  largely  ofai’dent  spii’its,  inducing 
very  constantly  great  debility  of  constitution. 

Many  such  instances  have  occurred. 

The  county  surgeon  has  no  opportunity 
of  officially  knowing  tliis  matter’. 

their  ailments  would  have  1 
have  instances  daily  under 
where  generous  diet,  with  t 
alone  removed  disease.] 

I Imveno  doubt  that  many  of  the  diseases 
of  the  poor  ame  from  improper  or  insuffi- 
cient diet,  and  that,  consequently  many  of 
loen  avoided  by  more  wholesome  food ; and  I 
my  observation  in  the  Cormty  Infirmary 
he  comforts  of  a warm  room  aud  bed,  have 

No. 

Answered  above. 

Potatoes,  without  a proper  admixture  of 
other  food,  1 conceive  to  liuve  been  produc- 
tive of  many  diseases  of  the  digestive  fimc- 
tions;  also  too  free  an  use  of  oatmeal  and 
salted  food,  lias  given  rise  to  obstinate 
eruptive  diseases. 

It  does  very  mucli,  and  is  only  prevented 
from  increasing  by  want  of  means  to  procure 
that  destructive  poison. 

The  county  surgeon  is  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  the  practice  is  on  the  dcci’ease, 
but  for  want  of  means  only. 

The  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  does 
prevail  in  my  neighbourhood,  a practice  I 
believe  rather  increasing,  perhaps  owing  to 
the  cireumstanee  that  public-houses  for  the 
sale  of  spirits  arc  allowed  to  reciaia  open  the 
greater  part  of  the  sabbath  day;  a great  teroptatigo 
to  the  dninkard. 

In  many  cases,  very  wretched  indeed. 

0.5. 

The  comity  surgeon  is  never  called  on  to 
visit  external  patients. 

description,  namely,  potetocs,  oatmeal,  salt  her 
tion  of  tea ; their  bedding  of  the  poorest  1th 
tlioir  furnituic  hardly  deserving  that  nanac,  i 
prevented. 

3 E 

Their  clothes  «f  a very  insufficient  de- 
scription to  guard  them  against  the  incle- 
mency of  winter;  their  foodoftlic  plainest 
rings,  buttermilk,  with  sometimes  the  worst  descrip- 
ad,  fi-equently  one  bed  sufficing  for  a whole  family ; 
and  ventilation  wholly  neglect^,  or  else  studiouidy 
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ULSTER— Fermanagh— Londondekrt — Monaghan. 


County  Fermanagh  Infirmary. 

County  Londonderry  Infirmary. 

County  Monaghan  Infirmary. 

G.  A.  Nixon,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Committee  and  Physician. 

S.  MDowell,  Esq.,  m.d. 

No,  except  the  cholera,  wliich  is  here  at 
present.  i 

Fever'S  or  epidemics  have  not  assumed 
any  particulai'  type. 

It  is  my  opinion,  as  cholera  has  increased 
fevers  have  decreased  and  are  less  frequent ; 
poverty  producii^  debility,  predisposes  in- 
dividuals  to  cholera. 

The  diseases  ai’e  hmught  on  more  by 
liard  labour  and  other  exertion  than  by  tlie 
want  of  proper  food.  Good  diet  is  mnch 
wanting  after  most  of  tlieir  diseases. 

Not  many,  the  very  poor  being  attended 
to  by  a voluntary  charitable  institution 
for  the  relief  of  poor  and  indigent  room- 
keepers. 

I believe  many  diseases  of  the  poor  are 
brought  on  by  want  of  nutritious  food,  want 
of  clothing  and  fuel. 

Not  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

No ; in  seasons  of  scarcity  deficient  quan- 
tity rather  than  bad  quality  of  the  food  is 
the  chief  cause  of  illness. 

Potatoes  are  the  food  used  mostly  by  tho 
poor;  if  they  could  procure  milk  I would 
think  them  wholesome. 

Not  more  than  in  any  other  part  of  tMs 
country,  nor  as  much,  I think;  I am  in- 
ched to  think  on  the  dea-ease. 

The  poor  have  become  more  temperate 
of  late  years  in  this  district. 

I think  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  nearly 
tlie  same  as  it  was  20  years  ago. 

Better  in  my  neighbourhood  than  in 
other  parts  of  the  country ; but  generally 
not  very  good. 

In  ^ tlrese  respects  too  frequently  badly 
off. 

In  Ri'eat  poverty,  wanting  every  comfort 
to  soothe  their  sufferings. 

ULSTER^Tyrone. 

MUNSTER— Limerick. 

ULSTER — Antrim. 

County  Tyrone  Infirmary  and  Omagh 
Dispensary. 

Limerick  Lying-in  Hospital. 

Belfast  Lying-in  Hospital. 

Thomas  Maxwell,  Esq.,  Sm-geon. 

William  Grijin,  Esq.,  m.  d. 

Robej't  Stephenson,  Esq.,  m.  n. 

Theyliavefi.’cquentlyassumed  the  typhoid 
type.  To  poverty. 

The  prevailing  type  of  fever  is  synochus. 

A great  many. 

Occasionally,  during  tlie  period  when  I 
had  chaige  of  the  General  Dispensaiy  and 
Fever  Hospital. 

Potatoes  are  tlie  general  food,  and  if  they 
do  not  cause,  cannot  be  considered  bene- 
ficial to,  scrophulous  and  dyspeptic  com- 
plaints, wliicli  are  very  prevalent. 

Yes ; rather  on  the  decrease. 

It  is  ratlier  prevalent  among  meclianics ; 
but  among  paupei-s  they  are  scarcely  more 
used  tlian  mould  be  expected  from  those 
who  are  obliged  to  resort  to  tliem  as  a tem- 
porary substitute  for  the  want  of  the  more 
permanent  comforts  of  life. 

Generally  in  a very  bad  state. 

: The  patients  admitted  into  hospital  me 

gencr^ly  miserably  provided  with  clotlies, 
&c.,  for  thcin&nts. 

i Their  food  is  potatoes;  their  bed  straw 
, and  their  covering  in  it  ffrquently  their 
own  rags. 
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MUNSTER— Cork — Limerick. 

Foundling  Hospital,  City  of  Cork. 

City  of  Cork  House  of  Industry. 

Limerick  House  of  Industry. 

Henry  B.  Evanson,  Esq.,  ui.  p. 

Edward  R.  Townsend,  Esq.,  m.  0. 

Treasurer  and  Medical  Attendant. 

On  this  consult  the  physicians  of  the 
Fever  Hospital. 

Except  the  epidemic  cholera  and  in- 
fluenza, thei-e  has  been  no  paiticular  epi- 
demic for  the  last  year. 

Cholera  is  again  becomii^  very  preva- 
lent. I cannot  attribute  it  to  any  cause. 

The  Dispensary  physicians  and  those 
medical  men  who  practise  chiefly  among 
the  poor  are  most  competent  to  answer 
tliese  three  (2, 3 and  5)  queries. 

As  the  patients  received  into  the  House 
of  Industiy  Hospital  have  generally  been 
inmates  of  the  House  of  Industry,  I have 
consequently  seen  hut  few  cases  of  disease 
occurring  ^m  the  causes  stated  in  the 
query. 

I have. 

Bad  potatoes  and  sour  milk,  but  not  iu 
this  establishment. 

When  I have  myself  met  destitution  in 
the  house  of  a working  tradesman,  I have 
commonly  found  it  produced  by  drunken- 
ness, which  is  the  cause  of  much  pauperism 
in  Cork,  where  it  is  a prevailing  vice.  The 
proneness  of  the  lower  classes  to  intoxica- 
tion is  mai^ested  on  all  occaaons. 

As  no  particular  district  is  attached  to 
the  House  of  Industiy  I cannot  reply  to 
the  query. 

I do  not  consider  that  excessive  use  of  it 
prevails,  but  I consider  it  on  the  increase. 

I am  never  required  to  visit  any  patient 
out  of  the  Institution. 

In  many  cases  in  a miserable  condition. 

MUNSTER — Tipperary — Waterford — Limerick. 

County  Tipperary  House  of  Industry 
(at  Clonmel.) 

Waterford  House  of  Industry. 

Limerick  Dispensary  for  Diseases  of 
the  Eye. 

The  Committee  and  Surgeon. 

The  Committee. 

William  Griffin,  Esq,,  m.  d. 

When  famine  has  prevailed  fever  became 
particularly  contagious  and  typhoid,  we 
consider,  owing  to  want  of  food  and  other 
comforts,  and  cleanly  habits,  which  are  then 
diminished,  as  many  of  the  poor  sell  or  pawn 
Perhaps  owing  to  other  causes,  as  atmosphei 
and  drunkenness. 

Typhus  fever  has  oecasionallyprevailed, 
pai'ticularly  at  periods  when  food  is  scarce 
or  bad. 

their  clothes,  &c. 
ic  distemperature 

In  this  Institution  we  have  not,  as  the 
inmates  liave  food  and'  clothing  of  a suffi- 
ciently good  quality. 

The  physicians  report  that  many  such 
stances  occur. 

Not  applicable  to  tliis  Institution. 

We  do  not  tliink  it  decreasing,  at  least, 
but  perhaps  increasing.  We  are  of  opinion, 
that  in  tins  torvn  and  neiglibourhood  such 
increase  is  not  altogether  owing  to  the  great 
ardent  spirits,  but  that  it  is  partly  owing  to 
low  description,  in  wliich  every  fecility  and  temptat 
We  conaidcr  a check  on  these  houses  would  dimmish 

It  does  to  a very  great  extent,  and 
appears  much  on  the  increase. 

;er  disposition  of  the  lower  orders  to  drink 
there  being  too  many  public  Ileuses  of  a 
ion  arc  held  out  Co  druokciuiess  aud  immorality; 

, drunkenaeas  considerahfy. 

Not  applicable  to  this  Institution. 

The  physicians  state  tliat  the  poorer 
classes  in  tills  city  are  in  a general  way  in 
a wretched  state,  deficient  in  clothes, 
bedding,  food  and  every  thing  relating  to 
comfort,  and  in  which  the  committee  tuUy 
concui'. 

0.5.  3 E 2 
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LEINSTER — Dublin — Kildare. 

Sick  Poor  Institution,  Meath-Street, 
Dublin. 

j Maynootli  Dispensary. 

The  Committee. 

William  Fefgvsson,'B&f[.,ii.-a. 

Within  the  last  seven  years  we  do  not  During  the  last  ^five  years,  fever  has 

conceive  they  have.  ' been  gradually  on  the  decline ; perhaps 

in  somemeasure  attributable  to  the  central 
situation  of  the  Fever  Hospital,  which 
ensures  a quick  separation  of  the  sick  from  the  healthy,  and  prevents  the  con- 
tagion spreading,  and  of  which  the  three  surrounding  dispensaries  have  the 
benefit,  they  being  nearly  equidistant  from  it. 

Many. 

Not  in  my  district. 

— 

Their  food  in  general  is  so  miserable  it  ; 
would  be  difficult  to  specify  any.  i 

Not  in  my  district. 

It  does ; and  is  on  the  increase. 

It  prevtuls  to  an  excessive  deme,  and 
is  increasing  every  year,  particularly  du- 
ring the  appeai-ance  of  cholera,  against 
which  they  flatter  flremselves  that  it  is 
a sovereign  antidote. 

With  few  exceptions,  destitute  and 
wretched  in  the  extreme. 

In  the  worst  possible  condition,  being  ; 
devoid  of  any  comfort,  save  that  affiorded 
in  the  shape  of  clothe,  shoesand  blmikets,  | 
&c.,  every  Christmas,  out  of  the  private 
pocket  of  a charitable  individual. 

